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PREFACE. 

The  present  Volnme  embraces  the  period  between  the  4th 
of  April  1733  and  the  32nd  of  February  1737.  The  foUovring 
are  the  Anthorities  from  which  the  Materials  are  derived :  1.  The 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords.  2.  The  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  3.  The  Political  State  of  Europe.  4.  The  His- 
torical Re^ster.  5.  Tjmberland's  History  and  Proceeding  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  6.  Chandler's  History  and  Proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  7.  The  Gentleman's  Magazine.  8.  The 
London  Magazine.  9.  Tindal's  Continuation  of  Kapin's  History 
of  Englajid.  10.  Mr.  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Adminis^ 
tiation  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  together  with  the  valuable  Original 
Correspondence  and  Authentic  Papers  contained  th»ein.  And^ 
II.  His  Memoirs  of  Horatio^  Lord  Walpole. 

In  the  Preface  to  a  former  Volume^  notice  was  taken  of  the 
very  careless  manner  in  which  Chandler  had  compHed  his  Col- 
lection, from,  the  Periodical  Publications  of  the  day.  Since  that 
time,  the  Editor  has  met  with  innumerable  prooft  in  confirmation 
of  his  assertion.  In  some  cases  whole  Speeches,  and  in  others 
ithole  Debates,  are  left  out.  Of  the  important  Debate  which  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  36th  of  February  1734, 
upon  the  Place  Qill,  nearly  one  half  is  omitted :  and  this  omission 
has  deceived  Mr.  Coxe  into  the  assertion,  that  Sir  Robert  Wal^ 
pde  '^  did  not  use  his  influence  on  this  occasion ;''  and  that  he 
''  did  not  even  speak  in  the  Debate,  but  contented  himself  with 
giving  a  silent  vote,  as  he  did  on  the  Pension  Bill  :''*  whereas,  by 
a  reference  to  page  382,  it  will  be  seen,  that  not  only  Sir  Robert, 
bat  his  brother  Horace,  spoke  warmly  in  opposition  to  the  prop- 
osed measure. 

But  in  thus  detecting  the  carelessness  of  Chandler,  it  is  by  no 
means  intended  to  discredit  the  general  accuracy  of  Uie  Debates 
contained  in  his  Collection.     They  are  taken  from  the  contem- 

{lordry  publications,  such  as  the  Historical  Register,  and  the  Po- 
itical  State  of  Great  Britain ;  the  authors  of  which  were  frequently 
supplied  with  notes  and  memorandums  by  members  of  parliament. 
Prom  the  year  1735,  when  the  Debates  were  no  longer  puUished 
in  the  Political  State,  the  speeches  were  given  in  the  Gentleman's 

♦Sec  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  vol.  ii,  p.  253,  8to  edit.  1800, 
Scc^dio,  tb«  ftefiwe  to  Umt  Woik. 
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PREFACE. 

Mflfgtizine  by  Guthrie,  and  in  the  London  Magazine  by  Cfordon,' 
both  of  whom  attended  in  the  gallery  of  the  House,  and  received 
information  from  members  of  parliament. 

Among  the  WjJpole  papers,  Mr.  Cgj^e  informs  us,  that  he 
fbund  Minutes  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  speeches ;  and  occasional 
Notes,  taken  by  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  those  of  other 
i^eiabejrf .  in  eomparkig  those  Minutes  and  Notes  w%h  tka 
8p^^e9  in  Chandler,  he  aaya  be  generally  found  the  leading  ex^^- 
pressions  pre^r?ed  in  the  debate* ;  which  proToa  die  avAentici^ 
ofihofite  particular  speediea,  and  famishes  a  strong  presuH^ptteo 
HI  &voiir  of  the  rest. 

Frpm  the  19th  of  November  1740  to  the  23rd  of  February 
1743,  the  debates  in  both  Houses  lyere  compiled  for  the  Gentle^ 
man's  Magazine  by  Dr.  Johnson.  With  respect  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  these  debates^  gpreat  doubts  have  arisen. 

Mr.  Boswdl  says,  that  '^  the  debates  in  parliament,  whidi 
n^^re  brought  honie  and  digested  by  Guthrie^  idK>8e  memory  waa 
very  quick  and  tenacious^  were  s^it  by  Cave"'  (the  proprietor  of* 
the  Gentleman's  Ma^zine)  '*  to  Johnson  for  his  revision  ;  and> 
after  some  time,  wh^n  Guthrie  had  attained  to  greater  variety  of 
employment,  and  the  Speeches  were,  n^ore  and  more  enriched  by 
the  accession  of  Johnson's  genius,  it  was  resolved  that  he  should 
do  the  whole  himself,  froqn  the  scanty  notes  furnished  by  person^ 
employed  to  attend  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  Sometimes^, 
however,  as  he  himself  told  me,  he  had  nothing  more  coifimuni- 
cated  to  him,  than  the  names  of  the  several  Speakers^  and  the 
part  which  tb^y  had  taken  in  the  Debate  ♦." 

Sir  John  HMekixis,  however,  would  have  w  believe,  that 
the  apeechea  given  by  JoImisoa  were  wholy  fictitious.  He  as* 
serts,  Uiat  Johnson  ''  disapproved  the  decdt  he  viras  compiled 
to  practise :  his  notions  of  morality  were  so  strict,  that  he  would 
scarcely  aUow  the  violation  of  tratk  in  the  most  trivial  instances, 
and  saw,  in  falsehood  of  all  kinds,  a  turpitude  that  he  would  never 
he  thoroughly  reconciled  to :  and  though  the  fiaud  vraa  perhaps 
not  greater  than  the  fictitious  relations  in  Sir  Thomas  JVlore't 
Utopia,  Lord  Bacon's  Ndva  Atlantis,  and  Bishop  Hall's  Mundus 
Alter  et  Idem,  Johnson  was  not  easy  till  he  had  disclosed  the 
deception* 

"  The  abovermentioned  confession  of  Johnson,'*  oontiwi^ 
Sir  John,  "  was  the  first  thatreveded  the  secret,  that  the  Debates 
inserted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  were  fictitious  and  €<»• 


*  Boswell'8  Life  of  Johnson,  vol  1»  p%  94»  5tb  tdit.  1807. 
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fiMted  by  fatnneK;  After  tfaat^  he  was  firee^  Und  indeed  indiistrioifB 
tn  the  ^Milniunioatil)ki  of  it ;  for  being  inforttied  that  Dr.  Smollet 
was  mating  the  History  of  England,  he  cautioned  him  not  to  rely 
on  the  Debites  as  given  in  the  Magazine^  for  they  v^kre  not  au- 
thentic^ but^  #£cepting  as  to  their  generd  imporc^  the  work  of  hup 
own  imagination/'* 

Here  Sir  John  HaWkitid  islops  ^hbrt  and  changes  bis  subject 
JUd  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamisnted  that  he  does  so^  without  first 
making  us  acquainted  with  the  name  Of  the  person  to  whoth  John- 
4mi  disburthened  his  guilty  mind^  and  ^'  disclosed  the  deception.^ 
1^  is  still  farther  to  be  hniented^  Uiat  Smollet^  tbnsft)rewarned  by 
Johnson^  should  be  so  shamefully  unmindful  of  the  saHred  duties 
of  an  historian^  as  not  only  to  quote  from  these  '^  works  of  imagi* 
natioh^'^'but  to  speak  of  tnem  in  terms  of  the  highest  eulogy.  Oa 
the  motion  for  an  Address  in  the  year  1?4(]^  ^^  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle/'  he  tells  ns^  ^'  spok^  with  an  astbnishitig  impetuosity  of  elo- 

Sudbce.  that  tolidd  lik^  a  river  which  had  oteraowed  its  banks  and 
eluged  the  whol6  adjacent  country  :^'  And  in  speaking  of  Lord 
Garteret'smotion  fbt  an  Address^  beseeching  his  majesty  to  remove 
8nr  Robert  Walpote  from  his  presence  and  conncils  for  ever^  he 
says^  ^^  the  speeoh  that  ushered  in  thiii  memorable  diotion  wonM 
not  have  dii^graoed  a  Cicero.  It  was  embellished  with  all  the  or« 
Baments  of  rhetM*!^^  and  wurmed  with  a  noble  spirit  of  patriot  iu^ 
dignation.  The  Dokd  of  Ar^le^  Lord  Bathurst,  and  his  otbef 
emeagiies^  seemed  to  be  animated  with  vncommon  fervour^  and 
eren  inspired  by  the  subject.  A  man  of  imagination,  in  readings 
these  ^eechef^,  will  think  himself  transported  into  the  Roman 
senate^  before  the  rutn  of  that  republic/' 

To  be  seridus :  Is  it  probable  that  SnioOet^  or  thsit  atiy  tnaoy 
after  he  had  been  caution^  by  Johnson^  that  the  debates  as  giveil 
in  the  Magazines  were  not  to  be  relied  on,  would  have  spol<^n  of 
ibem  in  the  above  tertns  ?  That  the  whol^  siory  is  a  sheer  inyen- 
tioii,  there  is  every  reasoti  to  believe ;  and  it  is  deeply  to  be  re- 
gretted that  Johilgon,  in  li6tt  of  the  ''  Arinales  fccclesiastici  of  Ba- 
rootns  and  Hollingshed'^  atid  Stowe's  Chronicles/'  did  not  be- 
qnea^  his  ^^  strict  notions  of  morality/'  and  his  ''  disgust  at  the 
^'  Tiohtion  of  truth  in  the  itiost  trivial  instances'^  a^  a  legacy  to 
his  biographer,  f 

Mr.  Murphy^  too^  though  he  admits  that  few  qf  the  Collections 
of  Parliamentiury  Debates  can  be  justly  regarded  as  much  more 
antbentic  than  Johnson's  Orations^  and  notices^that  they  have  re- 
ceived a  just  eulogy  by  the  remark  of  competent  judges,  '^  how 


*  See  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnson,  p,  123,  2a  edit.  1787^ 
t  Ibii  p.  597. 
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P  {t  E  F  A  C  E. 

:€a8y  it  was  to  assign  to  every  speaker  his  proper  speech  iiritbout 
knowing  the  name/'  yet  speaks  of  them  as  Dramas  which  "  may 
be  perused  by  the  old  who  read  for  amusement  rather  than  in- 
struction;'' and  says^  ^^  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  Johnson 
did  not  give  so  much  what  the  speakers  respectively  said,  as  what 
each  ought  to  have  said/' 

But,  the  real  fact  is,  that  the  Debates  prepared  by  Johnson 
are  immucMy  authenticj  and  exhibit  not  only  the  sentiments  deli- 
vered by  the  different  speakers,  but  the  very  language  in  which 
they  were  expressed,  in  so  far  as  that  language  was  not  offensive 
to  the  correctness  of  Johnson's  judgment,  and  the  classical  ele- 
gance of  his  taste. 

This  fact,  the  Editor  has  ascertained  by  comparingJohnson's 
Debates  with  a  most  valuable  Manuscript  Volume  of  Debates  in 
iBE  House  of  Lords,  in  the  HAND-vnuriNG  of  Dr.  Secker,  Arch- 
bishop OF  Canterbury,  who  appears,  from  his  own  representation 
in  the  manuscript,  to  have  first  taken  down  Notes  of  the  Debates 
in  shorthand,  and  afterwards  written  them  out  at  large. 

This  Manuscript  is  the  property  of  the  Editor.  It  begins  vrith 
the  report  of  two  short  debates  in  the  year  1735*,  which  will  be 
found  at  pages  885  and  915  of  the  present  volume.  The  Mahu* 
script  then  breaks  off;  but  it  recommences  with  the  debate  on  the 
2nd  of  May  1738  concerning  the  Right  of  navigating  the  Ame- 
rican Seas;  and  continues,  with  little  interruption,  ^wn  to  the 
year  1743. 

By  the  incorporation  of  the  whole  of  this  Manuscript  into  the 
present  work,  the  Editor  will  be  enabled  to  exhibit  a  more  full 
and  feithful  report  of  the  Lords'  Debates  during  the  above  period^ 
than  has  ever  yet  been  made  public. 

He  is  likewise  in  possession  of  several  other  authentic  and 
unpublished  manuscripts,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  value  of 
his  w^rk ;  and  he  takes  this  opportunity  of  soliciting  from  tibose 
who  may  be  desirous  of  contributing  to  the  Parliamentary  History 
of  Eng^d  during  the  vexy  interesting  times  to  which  he  is  now 
approaching,  the  communication  of  any  similar  documents  of 
which  they  may  be  possessed. 

London, 

PantoH'Squaref 

Oct.  1,  1811. 


*  In  1735  Secker  was  Bishcm  of  Bristol.    In  1737  he  was  translsted  to  the 
See  of  Oxford. 
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Parliamentary  History. 


GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 
A-  D.  1783. 

T'HE  Excise  Bill  brought  in.]  April 
4, 1733.  The  Excise  Bill  was  brought 
in,  and  read  a  first  time ;  after  which,  sir 
Bobert  Walpole,  by  his  Majes^s  com- 
mand, acqiudnted  the  House,  That  his 
IMb^esty  consented  to  their  making  such 
alterations  as  they  should  think  fit  for  the 
pid>lic  service,  in  relation  to  the  subsidy 
on  Tobacco  tben  payable  on  account  of 
bis  Majes^s  Civil Xist.  Hereupon  it  was 
objected.  That  some  parts  of  the  said  Bill 
were  not  withia  the  Resolutions  of  the 
House,  pursuant  to  which  the  said-Bill  had 
been  oraered  to  be  brou^t  in ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  moved.  That  the  Bill  should 
be  withdrawn :  but  this  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative^ by  232  votes  agamst  176 :  then  a 
motion  was  made  for  adjourning,  which 
fikewise  passed  in  the  negative  by  237 
votes  Bfoanat  199 :  but  at  last  it  was  re- 
Bolved,  That  the  Bill  shoukL  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  on  the  11th  instant,  by  236 
against  20a 

April  5.  A  motion  was  made  for  print- 
iag  mu^  a  number  of  copies  of  the  said 
Bui,  as  dtoold  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of 
the  mendbers  of  the  House :  butrupon  the 
question's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
amative  by  128  against  112. 

PetiHon  of  the  City  of  London  against 
tk  Excise  Bill.^  April  10.  The  Lord 
Uaym*,  Aldermen,  and  Common-Council 
of  the  City  of  London,  presented  a  Peti- 
tion against  the  £xdse-bill,  setting  forth : 

^  That  the  Petitioners,  on  occasion  of 
the  BiU  depending  in  tibis  House,  for  re- 
pwiKrtg  several  anhsidies  and  an  Impost 

[VOL-fX.] 


now  pajrable  on  Tobacco  of  the  British 
Plantations,  and  granting  an  Inland  Du^ 
in  lieu  thereof,  presume,  in  aU  humility, 
to  express  to  this  House,  as  they  have  al- 
ready done  in  some  measure  by  their  re- 
presentation to  their  members,  Uie  univer- 
sal sense  of  the  city  of  London  concerning 
any  farther  extension  of  the  Laws  of  Ex- 
cise :  That  the  burthen  of  Taxes  already 
imposed  on  every  branch  of  Trade,  how- 
ever chearfiilly  bom,  is  severely  fblt ;  but 
the  Petitioners  apprehend,  that  this  bur- 
then will  grow  too  heavy  to  be  bom,  if  it 
be  increased  bv  such  vexatious  and  op- 
pressive methods  of  levying  and  collecting 
the  Duties,  as  they  are  assured  by  melan- 
choly experience,  that  the  nature  of  all 
Exases  must  necessarily  produce:  That 
the  merchants,  tradesmen,  and  manufiu;- 
turers  of  this  kingdom,  have  supported 
themselves  under  ibe  pressure  of  Uie  Ex- 
cise-Laws now  in  force,  by  the  comfortable 
and  reasonable  expectation,  that  laws, 
which  nothing  but  public  necessity  could 
be  a  motive  to  enact,  would  be  repealed  in 
favour  of  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  of 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  whenever,  that 
motive  should  be  removed ;  as  the  Peti- 
tioners presume  it  effectually  is,  by  un- 
disturbea  tranquillity  at  home,  and  a  gene- 
ral peace  so  firmly  established  abroad: 
That  if  this  expectation  be  entirely  taken 
away";  if  the  Excise-laws,  instead  of  being 
repealed,  are  extended  to  other  ^cies  of 
merchandize  not  yet  excised ;  and  a  door 
cnpened  for  extending  them  to  all;  the 
Petitioners  cannot,  in  justice  to  themselves, 
to  the  merchants,  tradesmen,  and  manu- 
facturers of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  to  the 
general  interest 'of  their  country,  conceal 
Sheir  apprehension,  that  the  most  fatal 
blow,  wnich  was  ever  given,  will  be  given 
on  this  occasion,  to  the  trade  and  naviga* 
[B] 
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tion  of  Great  Britain:  That  that  great 
spring',  from  which  the  wealth  and  prospe- 
rity of  the  public  flows,  will  be  obstructed, 
and  the  mercantile  part  of- the  nation  be- 
come not  only  less  able  to  trade  to  advan- 
tage, but  unwilling  to  trade  at  all ;  since 
no  person  who  can  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
of  a  British  subject  out  of  trade,  even  with 
a  small  fortune,  ^viU  voluntarily  renounce 
some  of  the  most  valuable  of  those  privi- 
i^es,  by  subjecting  himself  to  the  laws  of 
Excise  :  That  the  Petitioners  are  able  to 
shew,  thpit  these  tlieir  apprehensions  are 
founded  both  in  experience  and  in  reason; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  House  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  them  by  tlicir  Counsel 
agamst  the  said  Bill."* 


*  **  The  lord  mayor  of  London,  however, 
contrived  taobtaia  s^  copy  of  the  BiU,  and  laid  it 
before  Uie  common  council ;  who  resolved  to 
petition  the  House  against  the  Bt]l,  and  prayed 
to  be  heard  b^  coun^iel.  The  petition  was  pa- 
tronised by  sir  John  Barnard,  and  ordered  to 
\h  on  the  table ;  but  their  being  beard  by  coun- 
eel  was  over-mled  by  a  majority  of  17  ;  The 
next  day  similar  applications  were  made  from 
the  towns  of  Nottingliam  and  Coventry.  The 
order  of  die  da^  being  then  read,  for  tbe  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  Walpole  moved  that  it 
should  be  postponed  to  the  12th  of  June:  as  it 
was  fifenerally  understood,  that  the  House 
would  adjourn  liefore  that  day,  it  was  manifest 
that  the  minister  meant  to  abandon  his  scheme. 
This  mode,  however,  of  dropping  it,  did  not 
please ;  they  wanted  it  to  be  reject^  with  some 
severe  animadversion,  but  though  some  bints 
^were  thrown  out  to  that  effect,  yet  tbe  general 
tense  of  the  House,  which  was  unoommonly 
full,  was  so  apparent  against  it,  that  they  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  make  any  specific  mo- 
tion. 

**  Many  conjectures  have  been  made  on  the 
motive  which  induced  the  minister  to  abandon 
his  plan ;  bot  I  find  none  so  satisfactory  as  the 
dislike  of  counteracting  the  public  opinion. 
The  decline  of  bis  majority  from  61  on  the  first, 
to  17  on  the  last  division,  afibrds  no  solution  of 
his  motives,  for  the  intermediate  questions  were 
not  of  so  mnch  importance  as  tbe  first,  and 
though  some  of  his  firiends  undenbtedly  from  a 
dread  of  encountering  the  fury  of  a  misguided 
populace,  retired  for  a  time  from  the  scene  of 
contest,  I  do  not  find,  that  more  than  four  join- 
ed the  standard  of  opposition.  Nor  is  it  pro- 
bable that  tbe  threat  of  farther  desertions 
alarmed  tbe  minister,  because,  if  hit  partisans 
had  resolved  to  abandon  bim,  they  would  have 
united  themselves  with  theopp<>s1uon,and  have 
fbrnied'a  constant  majority  in  tlie  House  against 
him.  An  anecdote  recorded  by  one  of  his 
iriends,  renders  it  still  more  probable,  that  his 
uuwiiringnessto  carry  any  measure  marked  by 
popular  disapprobationj  was  the  true  motive  of 
his  5MJuduct, 


Debate  on  the  Petition  [4 

Debate  on  the  City  Petition.]  This 
Petition  being  brought  up  and  read  at  the 
table, 

Sir  John  Barnard  inunediately  rose  up, 
add  shewed  how  much  the  city  and  citizens 
of  London,  as  well  as  all  the  other  trading 
part  of  the  nation,  would  be  affected  by  the 
Bill  for  altering  the  method  of.  raising  the 
duties  payable  upon  Tobacco,  and  how- 
lust  reasons  they  had  to  insist  i^on  be- 
mg  heard  by  their  Counsel  against  it;  and 
concluded  with  a  motion  for  granting  them 
leave  to  be  heard  by  their  Counsel,  if  they 
thought  fit. 

In  opposition  to  this  motion,  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Win- 

'*  On  the  evening  before  the  report,  sir  Ro- 
bert summoned  a  meeting  of  the  principal 
members  ^  ho  had  supported  the  Bill.  It  was 
very  larjerely  attended.  He  reserved  bis  own 
opinion  till  the  last :  but  perseverance  was  the 
unanimous  voice.  It  was  urged  that  all  taxes 
were  obnoxious,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of 
supplies,  if  mobs  were  to  coatroul  the  legjala*- 
ture  in  the  manner  of  raising  them.  When 
sir  Robert  had  heard  them  all,  ne  assured  them, 
*  That  be  was  conscious  of  having  meant  well  ; 
that  in  the  present  inflamed  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  act  could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
without  an  armed  force ;  that  there  would  be 
an  end  of  the  liberty  of  England,  if  supplies 
were  to  be  raised  by  tbe  swonl.  If,  thererere, 
the  resolution  was  to  proceed  with  tbe  Bill,  he 
would  instantly  request  the  Ring's  permission 
to  resign,  for  he  would  not  be  menunister  to 
enforce  taxes  at  the  expence  of  blood.'  [This 
anecdote  is  mentioned  in  *<  Historical  Remarks 
on  the  Taxation  of  free  States,"  ontheautfao* 
rity  of  Mr.  White,  member  for  Retford,  who 
lived  in  friendship  widi  sir  Robert  Walpole.} 

**  Though  the  House  did  not  rise,  as  was 
expected  ^ore  tbe  ISth  of  June,  vetther  ad« 
joumed  over  that  dav,  so  that  the  Toraooe 
bill  was  dropi,  and  the  Wine  bill  was 


brought  forward.  Tlie  defeat  of  this  proposi* 
tion  was  celebrated  in  London,  and  various 
parts  of  tbe  kingdom,  as  a  great  natiomd  vic- 
tory. Bonfires  were  made,  efiigies  bmnt, 
cockades  were  J^enerally  worn,  Inroribed  with 
the  motto  of  *  Liberty,  Property,  and  no  Ex- 
cise ;'  tbe  Monument  was  illnminated,  and 
every  demonsti  ation  given  of  exuberant  triumph 
and  excessive  joy.  The  university  of  Oxfml 
^ve  into  tire  same  ibllj^,  and  earned  their  re- 
joicings to  a  most  indecent  excess.  The 
gownsmen  joined  and  eiicouraged  the  mob,  ja* 
cobitical  cries  resounded  through  tbe  town,  and 
tliree  days  passed  in  this  disgraceful  manner 
before  tbe  vice  chaneeilor  aikl  proctors  could 
restore  tranquillity.'*    Coxe's  Walpole. 

«  Whitehall,  Aj^n\  19th,  1733.    I  have  al-. 
rca4y  acquainted  your  ezoeUcncy  with  tbe 
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mngton,  Mr.  Talbot,  sir  Riilip  Yorke,  sir 
WiBiam  Yonge,  and  Mr.  Henry  Pelham, 
insisted.  That  it  had  always  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House,  never  to  receive  any 
Petitions,  and  much  less  to  admit  Coimsel 
to  be  heard,  against  any  Bill  for  imposing 
taxes  upon  the  subject ;  for  that  if  any 
such  thmg  were  to  be  admitted,  it  would 
be  srfipossible  ever  to  pass  any  such  Bill, 
because  there  would  be  so  many  different 
petiticHis  presented  against  it,  by  those 
who  were  to  be  subject  thereto,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  hear  counsel  sepa- 
rately upon  every  Ach  Petition,  within  the 
usual  time  of  the  continuance  of  one  ses- 
Bon  of  parliament :  And  that  in  refusing 
to  admit  Counsel  to  be  heard,  there  coula 
be  no  inconvenience,  because  every  man, 
and  every  body  of  men,  had  their  repre- 
sentatives in  mat  House,  who  certamly 


adieme  of.tiiniiBgtheCqstoms  uponTobac- 
eo  and  Wine  into  an  Excise,  and  with  the  pro- 
mss  which  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  so  far  as  re- 
ntes to  Tobacco,  was  making  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  Nothing  certainly  could 
be  better  calculated  for  a  considerable  improve- 
ment of  the  revmoe,  without  laying  any  ad- 
dilioiial  duties,  but  only  by  preTenUng  the  frauds 
{and  petjoiy)  loo  firequently  practised  by  dealers 
m  those  commodities,  wbicti  at  the  same  time 
would  have  eiven  an  opportunity  to  take  off  the 
kod-tax  intirely.  But  the  misrepresentations 
af  diis  design,  artfully  spread  over  the  kingdom, 
had  raised  so  much  dissatisfaction,  that  the 
sfaeriffii  of  the  city  of  London,  accompanied  by 
some  of  the  aldermen  and  many  substantial 
aercbanta  and  traders,  attended  the  House 
with  a  Petition  from  the  common  council 
against  it :  and  there  was  reason  to  exited  like 
deputations  from  many  other  corporations :  so 
diat,  coDsidering  the  trouble  it  would  have 
siren  during  the  sessions,  and  the  clamour  that 
Sad  been  raised,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
drop  k,  in  the  manner  that  such  proposals  have 


ly  been  as  were  intended  ibr  the  public 
good,  but,  from  unforeseeb  accidents  or  other 
circumstances,  proved  unseasonable,  or  diffi- 
cult to  bt  put  in  execution ,  It  was  accordingly 
moved  yesterday,  by  those Jvbo  brought  in  tha 
Ktf,  to  adjourn  the  second  reading  of  it  to  the 
Itth  day  of  June  next,  before  which  time,  in 
d  probability,  the  parliament  will  rise ;  upon 
wfaidi  the  opposite  party,  takiiig  courage,  pro- 
Med  the  rgecting  the  lall.  'Yet,  though  the 
(ringing  this  to  a  question  met  with  eneourage- 
Meot  instead  of  any  opposition,  they  did  not 
lliiak  fit  to  put  it  to  the  vote,  bdng  sensible 
how  great  a  miyority  would  have  appeared 
against  them  in  so  full  a  House  as  there  was 
vpoo  this  occasion :  and  so  the  first  motion, 
fgr  potliiig  off  the  reading  of  the  bill,  was  car- 
liedwithout  any  division."  De  la  Faye  to  the 
tail  of  WaU^ppave :  Coxe's  Walpole. 
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would  represent  their  case  to  the  House, 
if  any  particular  hardship  was  to  be  put 
upon  them  by  any  bill  then  before  the 
House. 

In  answer  to  this,  Mr.   Sandys,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Mr.  Bootle,  Mr.  Pulteney,  sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Walter  Plumer, 
Mr.  Heathcote,  and  Mr.  Wyndham  re- 
plied. That  the  House  had   never  pre- 
tended to  any  general  custom  of  refusing 
Petitions,  except  against  those  bills  which 
were  called  Money-Bills,  that  was  to  say, 
such  bills  as  were  brought  in  for  raising 
money  for  the  current  service  of  the  year ; 
and  tnat  even  as  to- them  there  were  many 
precedents,  where  the  House  had  admitted 
the  parties,  whom  they  thought  to  ^lave 
a  r^  interest  therein,  to  be  heard  by 
their  counsel  against  the  passing  of  sucn 
bills :  That  the  admitting  of  counsel  even 
in  such  cases  could  never  prevent  the 
passing  of  such  bills,  because  the  House 
could  always  order  all  parties  petitioning 
to  be  heard  at  one  time ;  and  could  give 
such  directions,  that  it  would  never  take 
up  many  days  to  hear  every  thing,  that 
could  be  objected  by  every  one  of  the 
parties  petitioning:    That  though  every 
part  of  tne  nation  had  their  representatives 
m  that  House,  yet  it  was  wellknown^  that 
speaking  in  public  was  a  talent  that  every 
man  was  not  endowed  with,  from  whence 
it  might  happen,  that  the  particular  per- 
sons, or  part  of  the  nation,  to  be  aggrieved 
by  what  was  passing  in  the  House,  might 
not  have  any  such  members  as  were  pro- 
per to  lay  their  case  fully  and  clearly  be- 
fore the  House ;  and  that  therefore,  even 
as  to  Money-Bills,  it  was  proper  to  admit 
parties  to  be  Heard  against  them,  when  it 
appeared  that  they  were  very  particularly 
interested  therein:    And  that  as  to  the 
case  then  before  them,  there  was  not  the 
least  pretence  for  refiising  the  desire  of 
the  Petition,  because   the  Bill,  against 
which  it  was  presented,  was  no  Money** 
bill ;  for  it  was  granted  by  the  advocates 
for  the  bill ;  it  was  even  insisted  on  as  the 
greatest  argument  for  it,  that  there  were 
no  new  duties  to  be  imposed ;  that  it  was 
a  bill  only  for  altering  tne  method  of  col- 
lecting tne  taxes  already  imposed;  and 
therdtore  it  could  never  be  pretended,  that 
there  was  any  practice  or  custom  of  the 
House  for  refusing  to  admit,  parties  in- 
terested to  be  heard  against  such  a  bill : 
That  if  there  had  been  such  a  custom  in- 
tr^uced,  it  ought  'not  to  be^  observed, 
especially  when  such  a  considerable  body, 
as  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commom 
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council  of  the  city  of  LondoD,  come  with 
an  huid)le  Petition  to  be  heard  against  a 
hill,  which  the^  thought  would  not  only 
be  highly  injurious  to  them  in  particular, 
but  (£s8tructnre  of  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  whole  nation. 

In  this  debate  there  were  many  pre- 
cedents brought  by  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Gib- 
bon, and  Mr.  Bootle,  where  the  House 
had  received  Petitions,  and  admitted  coun- 
sel ta  be  heard  against  Money-Bills: 
There  were  likewise  precedents  brought 
by  sir  William  Yonge,  and  Mr.  Win- 
nmgton,  where  the  same  had  been  re- 
fused. Then  the  ^uesticm  beine  put,  for 
allowing  the  Petitioners  to  be  neard  by 
their  counsel  against  the  bill,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  by  214  against  197« 
After  which  it  was  ordered,  iSaX  the  said 
Petition  should  lie  upor  the  table,  until 
the  said  bill  should  be  read  a  second  time. 

April.  11.  A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  common  council  of  the  town 
of  Nottingham,  against  the  Excise-Bill, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table :  after  this  a 
Petition  of  the  city  of  Coventry  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  read,  and  likewise 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  moves  for  putting 
^fjbr  two  months^  the  second  reading  of 


the  Exciie  BiUe']  Then  the  order  orth'e 
day  being  read  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  said  Bill,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was 
ordered  to  go  into  the  Court  of  Requests 
and  the  other  usual  places,  and  isummon 
the  members  t^ere  to  attend  the  service 
of  the  House ;  and  he  being  returned,  in- 
stead of  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time,  a 
motion  was  m^e  by  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
That  the  said  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  the  12th  of  June.  Though,  by 
this  moti6n,  it  evidently  appeared  that  the 
Bill  was  designed  to  be  dropt ;  yet  some 
members,  who  had  from  the  beginning 
appeared  strenuously  against  it,  were  for 
having  it  rejected:  but  this  proposition 
did  not  come  to  a  question,  so  mat  the 
first  modem  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Complaint  made  to  the  House  by  several 
Members,  toho  had  voted  Jor  the  Excise' 
Billf  of  their  being  insulted  by  the  Popu- 
lace.'] April  12.  Complaint  was  made  to 
the  House  by  several  members,  who  had 
voted  in  ftvour  of  the  Excise-Bill,  diat  a 
tumultuous  crowd  of  people  had  been  as- 
sembled together  the  night  before^  and 


several  da3r8  during  the  session,  in  the 
Court  of  Requests,  and  other  avenues  to 
the  House ;  and  that  thev  themselves  and 
several  other  members  of  the  House  had 
been,  m  their  return  from  the  House,  me- 
naced,, insulted,  and  assaulted,  by  a  txx^ 
multuous  crowd  of  peq^le  in  most  of  the 
passages  to  the  House. 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved  nem.  con.  !• 
**  That  tne  assaulting,  inmilting,  or  me- 
nacing any  Member  of  the  House,  ia 
cominff  to  or  goinsr  ftom  the  House,  or 
upon  Uie  account  of  his  behaviour  in  par- 
liament, is  an  high  iitfringement  of  the 
Privilege  of  the  House ;  a  most  outrage- 
ous and  dangerous  violi^on  ai  the  ri^ta 
of  parliament ;  and  a  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor. 2.  That  the  assemblingand  com- 
ing of  any  number  of  persons  in  a  riotous^ 
tumultuous,  and  disorderly  maan^  to  the 
House,  in  order  either  to  hinder  or  pro- 
mote the  passing  of  any  Bill,  or  other 
matter  depending  before  the  House,  is  an 
h^h  inftingement  of  the  Privilege  of  the 
House ;  la  destructive  of  the  freedom  and 
constitution  of  parliament ;  and  an  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor.  8.  That  the  in- 
citing and  encouraging  any  number  of 
persons  to  come  in  a  riotous,  tumultuous, 
and  disorderly  manner  to  Uie  House,  in 
order  either  to  hinder  or  promote  the 
passing  of  any  Bill  or  other  matter  de- 
pending before  the  House,  is  an  high  in- 
fringement of  the  Privilege  of  this  House  ; 
is  destructive  of  the  freedom  and  consti- 
tuti<Mi  of  parliament ;  and  an  high  crime 
and  misdemeanor.'* 

Then  it  was  ordered,  1.  «  That  the 
members  for  the  city  of  London,  do  sig- 
nify the  said  Resolutions  to  the  lonit 
mayor.  2.  That  the  members  for  the 
coimty  of  Middlesex,  do  .signify  the  said 
Resolutions  to  the  sheriff  of  Middlesex* 
3.  That  the  members  for  Westminster,  do 
si^njjjfy  the  said  Resolutions  to  the  high 
buliff  of  Westminster.'* 

The  Excise  BiU  relinquished,']  April 
13.  This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  further  of 
the  most  proper  methods  for  the  better 
security  and  improvement  of  the  Duties 
and  Revenues,  then  charged  on  and  made 
payable  from  Tobacco  and  Wines,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee,  on  the  14th 
of  June;  and  the  question  beioe^t  <mi 
the  said  motion,  it  was  resolveain  the 
aflBrmative,  by  US  against  76.    By  this 
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teoteion,tbat  part  of  the  Excise-Scheme, 
vfaidi  rdated  to  the  Duties  on  Wines, 
vtt  entirely  kid  aside. 

A  Committee  of  21  Menders  mopointed 
to  mmdre  into  the  Frauds  of  the  Customs. 1^ 
Apm  19.  Upon  the  motion  d*Mr.  Perry, 
the  House  resolved,  nem.  con.  That  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Fmids  and  Abuses  in  the  Custcmis. 
Then  it  was  fiuther  resolved.  That  the 
nmnberof  the  said  Committee  be  twenty- 
(me,tobe  chosen  by  ballotting. 

A  Petition  Jrom  the  Dealers  in  Cqffhe^ 
Tea^  and  Chocolate^  against  the  Excise' 
Lmuy  relating  to  those  Commodities.^ 
April  ^  A  Petition  of  the  druggkts, 
grocers,  and  others  dealing  in  coffee,  tea^ 
and  chocdate,  was  presented  to  the 
Hwtte,  and  read ;  setting  forth^  **  That  T)y 
in  Act  (^  the  10th  year  of  King  George 
L  intitled,  *  An  Act  for  repealing  the  du- 
'ties  therein  noentioned,  payable  uj^on 
'cdfte,  &C.  impocted,  and  for  granUng 
*  certain  inland  duties  in  lieu  thereof.  Sec* 
the  Petitioners  were  made  to  hope,  that 
tlie  duties  arising  from  the  ssdd  commodi- 
ties would  be  better  secured,  and  the 
interest  of  the  felr  trader  better  sup- 
ported: but  that  the  Petitioners  had 
nnmd  themselves,  fr<nn  fatal  experience^ 
^ot^ected  to  laws  most  oppressive  and  in- 
junoosto  trade ;  were  deprived  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  Juries  ;  subjected  to  the  judicial 
<ietaiiunation  of  commissioners,  and  to 
the  inqmsition  and  inspection  of  persons 
unknown  to  them,  wno  enterea  tlieir 
^o«es  at  pleasure,  and  to  whom  they  were 
Q^  accountalple  for  all  their  dealings ; 
"nd  after  having  paid  duty  for  their  ^0(^ 
U  not  liberty  to  sell  the  same  without 
P^nnits  from  the  officers  of  excise,  ex- 
P^m^  the  names  and  places  of  abode 
o^the  buyers  and  sellers;  to  the  great 
^•"Mge  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  ex- 
P<*ng  the  extent  and  circumstances  of 
^  trade  to  Uie  said  officers,  and  to 
^J^omsoever  they  thought  fit  to  communi- 
ctte  tlie  same ;  were  subject  to  severe  for- 
Wjffcs  for  errors  or  neglect  of  entries  in 
^  books,  which  were  absolutely  una- 
?^*kNe;  and  were  moreover,  by  a  clause 
»w  act  of  the  11th  of  king  George  I. 
^jHsto  be  exammed  upon  oath  touoiing 
^  entries  in  their  books,  and  in  case  of 
^wtorrdnsal  were  8ijd)ject  to  heavy 
«cit  That  by  these  grievances  the  pe- 
^*««Wi,  as  taejr  conceived,  were  in  a 
v^neconditkm  than  any  of  hb  i^jeaty^s 


subjects;   and  that  the  clandestine  im- 

Eortation  of  tea  was  never  at  a  greater 
eight  than  at  the  present  time,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  revenue,  and  the  ruin  of 
the  fair  traders,  who  aoly  were  subject  to 
those  oppressive  laws;  therefore  prayii^ 
that  the  House  would  give  them  such  re- 
lief, as  to  their  great  wisdom  should  seem 
meet.'* 

Then  a  motion  being  made,  and  the 
Question  put.  That  the  Petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House ;  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by  250 
against' 150. 

J^ames  of  the  Committee  i^fpointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Frauds  of  the  Customs.'^ 
April  25.  The  Icyd  Vere  BeauckrcJc  re- 
ported the  names  of  the  Committee,  i^- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  Frauds  and 
Abuses  in  the  Customs,  viz.  air  John 
Cope,  hart.  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  sir  William 
Clayton,  hart.  Mr.  Stephen  Fox,  Mr» 
Edgcombe,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  sir  John 
Heathcote,  bart.  sir  Philip  Yorke,  Mr. 
Clayton,  Mr.  Anthony  Lowmerisir  Geoim 
Oxenden,  bart,  Mr.  Talbot,  gen.  Wa&^ 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Pembrokeshire,  Miv 
Duncan  Forbes,  sir  Tho.  Frankland,  bart. 
Mr.  Winnington,  lord  Hervey,  Mr.  Dod- 
dington,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  and  sir 
William  Yonge,  bart.  every  one  of  whom 
had  voted  for  the  Excise-Scheme:  but 
there  having  been  two  principal  tists  pre- 
pared on  this  occasion,  ^e  following  are 
the  Names  of  those  Members  who  were 
proposed  on  the  contrary  side,  every  one 
of  whom  voted  against  the  Excise  Scheme. 
Mr.  Walter  Plumer,  sir  John  Barnard, 
Mn  Gibbon,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Sandjys, 
lord  Limeridc,  lord  Morpeth,  Mr,  alder- 
man Peny,  Mr.  William  Pukeney,  Mr. 
H.  Fumese,  sir  Edward  Stanley,  hart. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wyndham,  sir  Francis  ChOd, 
knt.  Mr.*  Robert  Dundas,  sir  William 
Wyndham,  hart.  Mr.  George  Compton, 
Mr.  Edmund  Waller,  Mr.  Edward  Harley, 
Mr.  William  Noel,  sir  John  Hynde  Cot- 
ton, bart  sir  Thomas  Saunders  Seabright, 
bart,* 


*  **  Whitehall,  April  26, 17SS.  I  have  al- 
ready giFen  your  excellency  an  account  of  the 
proposal  made  in  the  Hoase  of  Oomroomi  by 
the  opposite  party  for  a  committee  to  be  cho^ 
sen  by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  Frauds  in  the 
Customs,  lliey  thought  they  bad  ther^y 
brought  the  court  into  this  diiamma:  if  tfai# 
motion  had  been  n^eoted,  it  would  have  been 
said,  that  the  ministry  durst  not  stand  the  in* 
qniry  into  &cts  they  bad  laid  down  ai  tbt 
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RfiPORT  or  THE   COMMITTEK  OF   THE 

House  or  Commoks  relating  to  the 
Charitable  Corporation.]  April  27. 
The  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  Uie  Report  from  the  Com- 
■litteey  to  whom  the  retition  of  the  Pro- 
■  1  ■  '■■  ■  ■■  I.  ■  -■  ■■  ■■■I-  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
Drinciple  upon  which  the  Excise  bill  was  to  be 
fbnnded ;  if  it  was  carried  that  a  committee 
should  be  chosen  by  ballotting,  the  gentlemen 
in  opposition  have  given  out  sootlen.  tliat  those 
who  Toted  for  the  conrt  did  it  against  their  real 
sentiments,  merely  for  self  interest,  that  they 
had  talked  themselves  into  a  belief  of  it,  and 
had  grest  hopes  that  a  committee,  chosen  in 
this  manner,  would  have  been  to  their  mind  ; 
and  then  it  is  easy  to  guess  bow  thb  inquisi- 
tion would  have  oeen  managed,  and  that  they 
would  have  carried  it  higb^  than  to  the  mer- 
diants  and  the  officers  of  the  customs,  who 
have  so  near  a  rdation  to  the  treasury. 

^<  On  Tuesday  the  ballot  came  on :  a  matter 
hMieed  of  greater  consequence  than  even  the 
Excise  Bill  itself.  Every  member  was  to  give 
bis  vote,  as  it  were  in  the  dark,  left  intirely  to 
follow  his  own  natural  inclinations,  or  if  yon 
will  have  it  so,  the  opinion  be  might  have  of 
the  duration  of  the  present  ministry,  after  such 
•  shock  as  the  afiair  of  the  Excise  might  be 
thoaght  to  have  given  it  Both  sides  acted  a 
manly  part  in  one  respect :  their  respecttye 
lists  did  not  contain  names  of  any  whose  affec- 
tions either  way  might  be  doubted,  but  all 
staunch  men^and  the  chief  of  their  party,  such 
as  Mr.  Pelbam,  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Attorney 
and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  on  one  side;  sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Sandys, 
and  sir  John  Barnard,  on  the  other  side,  who 
did  not  even  leave  out  alderman  Perry,  though 
his  concern  in  the  tobacco  trade  might  make 
him  be  looked  upon  as  not  a  very  proper  exa- 
miner in  such  a  cause.  The  event  was,  that 
the  court  list,  as  it  was  called,  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  85.  And  so  wdl  did  those  who 
▼oteil  it  stick  bv  one  another,  that  of  the  St 
chosen,  he  that  had  most  votes  for  him  f  which 
were  294)  had  but  10  more  than  him  whn  bad 
least.  The  highest  number  of  the  opposite  list 
was  S09,  and  Uie  lowest  191 ;  so  there  were  18 
men  of  their  party,  and  but  10  of  the  court, 
that  did  not  put  into  the  glass  plum-lists,  that 
is,  vote  for  every  one  of  the  persons  recom- 
mended to  them.  As  this  committee  will  now 
literally  answer  the  end  of  their  being  appoint- 
ed, there  are  materials  ready  for  them,  which 
had  been  collected  on  account  of  the  Excise 
Bill.  We  now  look  upon  all  the  troublesome 
'part  of  the  sessions  to  be  over,  and  hope  for  a 
speedy  conclusion  of  it."  De  la  Faye  to  the 
earlofWaklegrave:  Coxe*s  Walpole. 

«*  Notwithstanding  Walpole's  defeat,  the  op- 
position  still  laboured  under  two  gross  mis- 
takes: the  first  was,  that  many  members  who 
promoted  the  BiU,  had  voted  m  contradiction 
10 their r«sl8QDtimentsfh>mielf interest;  and 


prietors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  for 
relief  of  industrious  Poor,  by  assisting  them 
with  small  sums  of  money,  upon  pledges, 
at  legal  interest,  assembled  m  a  general 
court,  was  referred.  And  the  said  Report 
was  read,  as  follows: 

the  second,  that  the  King  did  not  cordially  sop- 
port  the  minister,  but  waited  only  for  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  removing  him.  They  had 
the  mortification  however  to  be  fully  unde- 
ceived in  these  opinions.  A  sufficient  proof 
that  they  had  undervalued  the  number  of  those 
members  who  were  attached  to  the  minister 
soon  appeared,  upon  a  motion  for  appointing  by 
ballot  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  Fraucte 
in  the  Customs.  This  proposal  was  intended 
to  reduce  the  minister  to  a  dilemma.  If  it  had 
been  rejected,  it  would  have  been  said,  that  he 
durst  not  stand  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  whidi 
he  had  laid  down  as  the  principle  on  which  the 
Excise  Bill  was  founded :  if  it  was  carried, 
great  hopes  %vere  entertained,  that  in  chasing  a 
committee  by*  ballot,  many  of  those  members 
who  they  believed  had  supported  the  minister 
from  a  dread  of  incurring  his  displeasure, 
would  venture  to  give  tl|^ir  votes  in  favour  of 
their  list,  in  preference  to  the  court  list,  when 
it  would  not  oe  known  for  which  list  each  riar- 
ticular  person  G^ve  bis  vote.  No  opposition 
being  made,  a  ballot  toclL  place,  and  a  warm 
contest  ensued ;  each  side  acted  an  open  and 
manly  part.  Their  respective  lists  contained 
the  names  of  those  only  who  were  staunch 
friends,  and  the  conrt  list  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  85.  This  decisive  victory  put  an  end 
to  toe  efforts  and  hopes  of  opposition  for  &is 
session  of  parliament. 

"They  were  no  less  undeceived  m  their 
opinion,  that  the  King  did  not  cordially  sup- 
port the  minister.    Some  persons  of  ^reat  con- 
sequence, had  also  about  tnis  period  joined  op- 
position, and  this  defection  was  increased  from 
an  idea  which  generally  prevailed,  that  the  credit 
of  Walpole  was  declining,  and  his  disgrace 
certain.    In  the  House  of  Peers,  the  oppodtioii 
which  had  been  rendered  formidable  ny  the 
junction  of  lord  Carteret,  was  considerably  in- 
creased  by  the  defection  of  several  who  enjw- 
ed  veryprofitable  posts  under  the  crown:  The 
earl  of  Chesterfield,  lord  steward  of  the  lious- 
hold,  the  earl  of  Buriington,  captain  of  the 
band  of  pensioners,  lord  Clinton,  lord  of  the 
bed  chamber,  and  three  Scotch  peers,  the  duke 
of  Montrose,  kee|>er  of  the  ereat  seal,  the  earl 
of  Stair,  vice  admiral,  and  me  earl  of  March - 
roont,  lord  register.    To  these  were  added, 
lord  Cobham,  colonel  of  the  King's  regiment  oT 
horse,  and  the  duke  of  Bolton,  colonel  of  the 
King's  re^ment  of  horse  ^ards.    Many  o€ 
these  had  mfluenced  their  friends  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  particulariy  tlie  three  bro- 
thers of  lord  Chesterfield,  had  voted  against  th% 
Excise  Bill.    It  was  generally  believed,  that 
the  number  and  consequence  of  these  peer& 
would  prevent  the  minister  from  venturing'  tc^ 
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REPORT,  from  the  Committkb  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  CHARITABLE 
CORPORATION,  for  ReUef  of  m- 
dustrious  Poor,  by  assisting  them  with 
small  Sums  upon  Fledges  at  legal- 
Interest,  assembled  in  their  General 
Court,  was  referred. 

Your  Committee  proceeded,  in  the  first 
place,  to  inquire  wlmt  loss  had  been  sus- 
tained by  this  Corporation,  and  find,  that 
hj  a  Report  made  from  a  Committee  to 
tots  House,  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
die  loss  was  computed  to  be  on  the  15th 
day  o£  February,  1781,  421,825^  6s.  9id. 
mt  by  a  Report  made  to  this  House  this 
session,  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session,  inti- 
tuled, *  An  Act  for  appointing  Commis- 

TcmoTe'them,  and  that  the  King  would  not 
coeseoi  to  th«ir  dismission  or  resignation.  But 
the  erent  proFed  otherwise.  On  the  11th  of 
April  the  JBxcise  BUI  was  abandoned ;  and  on 
nte  Idtb,  as  the  ea4  of  Chesterfield,  in  com- 
pany with  lord  Scarboroogfa,  was  going  up  the 
great  stair-case  of  the  palace  at  St.  James's,  be 
was  informed  by  a  serrant  of  the  duke  of  Qraf 
ton,  that  his  master  wanted  to  see  him  on  busi- 
aos  of  the  greatest  importance ;  on  retnminff 
home  the  duke  of  Grafton  waited  on  bim,  and 
aofuainted  him  that  he  was  come  by  the  Kinsr's 
conunand  to  require  the  surrender  of  the  white 
tbaff,  which  was  immediately  delivered.  The 
disBNssioD  of  Chesterfield  was  followed  by  the 
RUMval  of  Montrose,  the  earls  of  Stair,  Bur- 
fiagtoo,  and  Marchmont,  and  lord  Clinton. 
The  reaeotment  of  the  minister  was  carried  so 
fir,  that  lord  Cobham  and  the  duke  of  Bolton 
were  even  deprired  of  their  regiments. 

*<  The  authority  of  the  minister  was  also  fully 
prared  by  the  nomination  of  his  confidential 
nicDds  to  the  yacant  offices,  among  whom  the 
cari  of  flay  was  most  conspicuous.  His  son, 
lird  Walpole,  was  also  made  lord  lieutenant  of 
iecoonty  of  Deron,  in  the  room  of  lord  Clin- 
!«,  aod  all  doubts  of  his  superior  influence  in 
the  eabinet,  were  remored  by  the  appointment 
«f  air  Charles  Wager  to  the  office  of  first  lord 
•f  the  Admiralty,  vacant  by  the  death  of  lord 
Torrtngton,  which  took  place  in  June.  His 
SQfw^  oo  this  occasion  was  far  more  evident, 
(eoBttae  there  was  no  instance,  since  the  acces- 
MQ  of  the  House  of  Brunswick,  that  a  com- 
mmmr  was  raised  to  that  high  office,  and  be- 
eaase  George  the  Second  had  a  strong  predilec- 
im  ftr  persons  of  rank,  and  had  often  oeen  in- 
fimud,  that  the  fimiily  of  sir  Charles  Wager 
9m  uad  floffidently  distingoiriied."    Coze's 


*  sioners  for  taking,  stating,  and  deter- 

*  mining  all  the  clamis  and  demands  o£  the 
'  creditors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation,* 
the  loss  is  stated  to  be  487,895/.  14^.  lOiiL 
to  make  good  which,  there  appears  to  oe 
by  the  said  Report,  only  36,411/.  Os.  Sd. 
besides  what  might  be  expected  from 
the  efiects  of  George  Robinson  and  John 
Thomson,  (which  as  stated  by  the  said 
Conunissioners,  will  produce  nouiing)  and 
the  securities  of  William  Tench  and  Jere- 
miah Wainwright,  late  cashiers  to  the  said 
Corporation. 

Tne  reason  of  the  loss  appearing  greater 
this  year  than  the  last,  your  Coounittee 
apprehend,  is  owing  to  uie  differ^ice  be- 
tween  the  valuation  of  the  goods  pledged, 
and  what  they  sold  for;  the  expences  df 
the  Corporation  since  that  time ;  and  the 
insufficiencies  of  the  securities  of  George 
Robinson  and  John  Thomson. 

Your  Conunittee  directed  the  accompt« 
ants  of  the  said  Corporation  to  lay  before 
them  a  state  of  theur  debts  and  effiscts  to 
the  28th  day  of  March  1733,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
.said  Corporation  on  the  said  day,  -was 
487,895/.  14f.  10^  to  answer  which 
there  remains  in  money  and  eflects 
34,150/.  ISs.  lid.;  so  that  t^e  net  loss  to 
the  said  Corporation  is  453,745/.  U.  9jdL, 
except  what  may  be  recovered  of  the  ef- 
fects of  George  Robinson  and  John  Thom- 
son, and  the  securities  of  the  officers ;  of 
which  your  Committee  can  make  no  esti- 
mate. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  by  their 
charter  dated  the  22nd  diay  of  December, 
1707,  they  were  impowerea  to  raise  a  fund 
not  exceeding  30,000/.  and  to  lend  ot^t  the 
same  for  rehef  of  industrious  poor,  upon 
goods,  wares,  pawns,  and  pledges,  as 
^ould  be  desired;  that  by  tnree  subse- 
quent licences,  the  said  capital  was  in- 
creased to  600,000^. 

Your  Committee  then*  proceeded  to  in- 
quire, by  what  arts,  means,  aaod  contri- 
vances, this  Corporation  could  possibly  be 
defrauded  of  so  large  a  sum :  And  find. 

That,  by  the  Charter,  seven  persons 
Were  appomted  a  conmiittee  to  manage 
the  affiurs  of  the  said  Corpor^ion,  subject 
to  the  controul  c^  a  general  coort. 

That,  till  the  26th  day  of  October,  172^, 
little  business  was  done ;  but,  on  the  said 
day,  a  new  committee^was  chosen,  consist- 
ing of  sir  Robert  Sutton,  sir  John  Meres, 
Dennis  Bond,  esq.,  Archibald  Grant,  esq., 
(now  sir  Archibald),  Jos^h  Gascoigne^ 
esq.,  sir  FUier  Tench,  and  W.  Oaker,  esq. 
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That  under  colonr  of  a  Resolution  of  a 
General  Court  the  2nd  day  of  NoTember, 
1725,  the  said  Committee  took  upon  them 
(contrary  to  their  Charter j  to  appomt 
officers,  and  to  make  orders  tor  the  curec- 
tion  and  management  of  their  affinrs,  with- 
out communicating  the  same  to,  or  having 
tfie  approbation  of  general  courts;  and 
that  thouffh  an  oath  was  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Uie  several  officers,  it  does  not 

rBar  Uie  same  was  ever  administered  by 
Committee  to  any  of  them. 

That,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1726, 
deven  perions  were  chosen  by  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  to  be  assistants  to  tpe  Commit- 
tee ;  and  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1726, 
the  powers  given  to  the  assistants  as  report- 
ed Irom  a  court  of  Committee,  were 
agreedto. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  these 
persons  were  chosen,  and  contmued  to  act 
with  equal  authority  with  the  Committee, 
without  having  any  warrant  1:^  their  Char- 
ter ibr  so  doing. 

Thatj  on  the  18th  day  of  November, 
1725,  John  Thomson  was*  chosen  by  the 
Mid  Commitlee  diief  wardbouse-k^eper  to 
the  said  Corporation  at  the  house  in  Fen- 
diurch  street ;  and  soon  after  an  assistant 
warehouse-keeper,  and  a  scdkient  clerk, 
were  iq>pointea,  and  Mr.  Claite  was  chosen 
surveyor  <if  the  war^ouaes. 

That,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1726,  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  surveyor  of  the  warehouses, 
was  ordered  to  ^ive  an  account  of  hjs  par- 
ticular observations  on  each  parcel  weekly 
to  the  Committeee* 

That  ott  the  2001  day  of  May,  1726, 
Mr.  Clark,  surte^or  of  the  warehouses,  was 
desbred  to  brin^  m  his  observations  in  writ- 
ing,- upon  dk&  msuffidency  of  the  value  of 
some  of  the  pledges,  upon  which  money 
had  been  Isnt  at  the  house  m  Fenchurch 
Street,  b  die  same  method  he  had  made^ 
them  on  the  pledges  at  the  house  in  luring 
Garden ;  but  ini^eadthereof,  tour  Com- 
mittee observe,  at  the  request  or  Thomson, 
warehouse  keq[>er  of  the  said  house,  he 
was  soon  after  removed,  and  Riohard 
Woolleyand  Thomas  Warren  (creatures 
of  the  said  Thomson)  were  aappch^ted  as- 
sistants tohinu 

^  That,  by  the  general  Instructions  given 
to  the  accdMptant  (a  person  who  had 
gtvmi  good  security)  a  Key  of  the  ware- 
MQsewastobeleitwithhM;  but,  at  the 
request  o^  TfaooMOn,  it  wat  taken  from 
hun,  and  left  wMv  tiie  moKiesr  officer  <rf 
tbe  CorporatSoilk 

Tha  Charter  dlMctii  the  sinwd  pledges 


to  be  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  viewed  gra- 
tis, and  kept  and  preserved  by  the  ware- 
house keeper  for  that  purpose ;  that  the 
Corporation  should  keep  one  or  more  regis- 
ter or  entering  book,  wherein  should  be 
&ir]y  written  the  names,  natures,  kinds, 
and  quantities  of  such  goods,  pawns  or 
pledges,  as  shall  be  brought  by  any  bor- 
rower to  be  pawned ;  and  that  such  goods 
should  be  carefully  preserved  and  k^pt 
by  the  warehouse  keeper  or  warehouse 
keepers  in  convenient  warehouses  or  places 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality ;  and  that  a 
reasonable  value  of  such  goods  shall  be 
agreed  and  settled  by  and  between  the 
bchroWer  and  warehouse  keeper,  whereby 
it  may  appear,  that  such  gooos  are  a  suffi- 
cient security  for  the  sum  lent  upon  the 
pledffe,  together  with  the  interest  that 
shocud  grow  due. 

That  sudi  warehouse  ke€j>er  should, 
from  time  to  time,  give  notes  m  writing  to 
every  borrower,  expressmg  and  describ- 
ing me  afore-mentioned  to  be  the  agreed 
vuue  of  the  goods  so  pledged,  and  also 
mentioning  the  sum  of  money  which  should 
be  then  lent  upon  such  goods ;  and  that 
afl  notes  so  given  to  such  borrower  as 
aforesaid,  should  be  entered  in  some  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  book 
keeper  of  the  said  Corporation* 

That  afier  such  note  should  be  so  made, 
the  borrower  shall  bring  such  note  to  the 
cashier  of  the  said  Corporation,  who  shall 
file  the  same,  and  pay  tne  money,  and  also 
^e  another  note  for  and  on  the  behalf  of 
uie  Corporation,  to  the  botitower,  intitling 
him,  or  the  bearer  of  such  notes,  to  the 
redemption  of  the  goods  so  pledgefd,  upon 
repayment  of  the  principal  money  and  in- 
terest.   ^ 

That  when  any  borrower  diall  oSer  to 
pay  the  money  lent  to  him,  and  interest  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall  deliver  up  his  note 
given  to  him  bv  the  cashier,  aild  toke 
back  the  note  that  shall  have  been  first 
^ven  by  the  warehouse  keeper,  with  a  re- 
ceipt tnereon  indorsed,  for  what  goods 
shall  be  then  re-delivered,  the  borrower 
shall  have  his  goods  again. 

That  as  often  as  goods,  by  fiulure  of  re- 
demptibn,  shall  become  rorfeited,  they 
^ould  be  soldbj  way  of  auction,  and  pub- 
lic notice  first  given  thereof;  and  if,  upon 
such  auction,  there  remain  a  surplus  of 
money  more  than  will  pay  the  prmcipal 
and  interest,  and  reascmable  charges,  it 
riiall  immediiately  be  paid  to  the  primai 
owner  or  bearer  of  the  note  pvea  by  tin] 
cashier. 
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That,  by  their  charter,  the  said  Corpo- 
ntioD  is  prohibited  from  giving  out,  or  is- 
•oing  under  their  common  seal,  any  Bills 
or  Botes  except  such  notes  as  shall  be  given 
by  the  cashier  of  the  said  Corporation,  for 
moneys  to  be  lent  by  them  upon  goods  to 
be  pawned,  as  aforesaid. 

To  avoid  which,  a  method  was  contrived 
of  making  fictitious  plec^es,  for  a  pretence 
of  issuing  notes ;  ana  to  racilitate  tne  same, 
notwithstanding  an  order  formerly  made, 
tluit  no  sum  above  1,000/.  should  be  lent 
i^KMi  any  one  pledge  in  Fenchurch  Street, 
it  was  resolvea,  that  any  of  the  Conunittee 
or  assistants  should  be  impowered  to  au- 
iborise,  by  any  writing  under  his  hand, 
the  officers  of  the  house  in  Fenchurch 
Street,  to  lend  more  than  1,000^  upon  one 
pledge,  at  any  time  when  the,  necessity  of 
the  bd^ower  does  require  it,  or  he  shall 
see  other  sufficient  cause  to  do  it :  and 
soon  after  it  was  ordered,  that  Mr.  Thom- 
son may  lend  as  far  as  2,000/.  on  anv  pledge, 
and  any  fiuther  sum,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Committee. 

.  Itwaalikewise  ordered,  that  all  borrowers 
might  negotiate  their  business  with  this  Cor- 
poration, either  by  themselves  or  brokers. 
.  By  these  contrivances,  your  Commit- 
tee observe,  the  whole  business  fell  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  brokers,  and  chie6y 
Wocdley  and  Warren ;  and  large  sums  of 
Bioney  were  soon  drawn  out,  wliich,  if  it 
ll^d  been  to  have  been  lent  in  small  sums 
of  money,  pursuant  to  their  charter,  and 
in  the  names  of  the  real  borrowers,  it 
could  never  have  hq>pened  without  being 
inmiediately  observea  by  the  whole  Com- 
H&ittee  and  assistants. 

That  althoij^h  an  order  was  made.  That 
tte  Committee  of  accounts  do  inquire 
into  aD  pledges  made  to  this  Corporation, 
wad  that  they  make  a  report  relating  to  re- 
demptions, or  goods  remaining  in  the 
varehouses,  with  all  incidents  attending 
the  same; 

And  that  although  an  order  was  like- 
vise  made.  That  an  account  of  all  the  pled- 
ges made  to  the  Corporation  be  entered  in 
a  book,  to  be  always  laid  upon  the  table, 
nhen  the  conmiittee  of  accounts,  or  the 
nitlem^i  that  attend  at  the  house  in 
London  for  each  day  respectively,  do  meet 
tfiere ;  that  the  Ssies  of  the  tunes  when 
mdtk  pledge  is  taken  in,  and  place  where  the 
wale  »  deposited ;  and  also,  that  the  seve- 
ral redemptions  and  renewals,  from  time 
to  time,  oe  particularly  set  forth  in  the 
nid  account :  yet  neitlier  of  these  orders 
were  complied  with. 
£VOL,IX.] 


Your  Cofhmittee  find,  that,  contrary  td 
the  prohibition  in  the  charter,  the  Commit- 
tee and  assistants  of  the  said  Corporation 
executed  first  a  deed  with  Thomas  Jones, 
for  circulating  their  notes,  and  afterwards 
another  with  George  Robinson  for  the  ]i^e 
purpose,  which  proceedings  encouraged 
them  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of 
101,115/.  although  the  goods  remaining 
in  the  warehouses  on  the  16th  of  October. 
1751,  did  not  amount  tq  more  than  40,000^ 

Ibat  when  the  notes  bc^an  to  lose  ere-* 
dit,  they  ordered  bonds  to  be  coined  and 
issued  in  exchange  for  them,  without  en* 
quiring  or  examining .  whether  the  said 
notes  bad  been  issued  on  pledges ;  by 
which  proceedings,  a  great  part  of  Uie  debt 
has  accrued. 

And  that  the  said  Committee  and  assise 
tants  have  advised  the  general  courts  to 
declare  large  dividends,  without  having 
cast  up  the  books,  or  examined  their  ac- 
counts, or  considered  their  profits,  and 
without  having  ever  inspected  their  ware- 
houses, to  see  whether  they  had  any  pledges 
for  the  several  lar^  sums  of  money  lent ; 
and  sometimes,  without  having  seen  any 
account  whatsoever. 

John  Thomson,  late  warehouse  keq>e? 
to  the  said  Corporation,  being  examinea  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  touching  the 
frauds,  imbezzlements  and  breaches  of 
trust,  which  had-  been'  committed  by  those 
concerned  in  the  care  and  management  of 
the  a&irs  of  the  said  Corporation,  said,  that 
although,  by  the  petition  to  his  late  Ma- 
jesty in  1728,  for  an  aumientation  of  the 
capital  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  for 
relief  of  industrious  poor,  by  assisting  them 
with  small  sums  upon  pledges,  at  leeal  in-^ 
terest,  it  wasaUcdged,  that  they  had  com- 
pleted their  fund  of  100,000^  and  lent  the 
same  upon  pledges ;  yet,  in  reality,  neither 
the  one  or  the  other  was  true  ;  for  it  does 
appear  by  the  books  of  the  Corporation^ 
that  the  fund  was  not  near  completed,  and 
the  amount  of  pledges,  both  real  and  ficti- 
tious, came  muc^  short  of  the  said 
sum. 

That  though  there  was  an.  oath  settled, 
to  be  administered  to  the  several  officers  <)f 
the  Coiporation,  yet  the  same  was  never  ten* 
dered  to  him. 

The  Examinantbein^  asked.  If  he  never 
had  any  cheque  upon  hun,  said,  but  one^ 
as  he  remembers,  and  thatwas,  Mr.  Clarke, 
the  siurveyor,  with  whom  he  had  some  dif- 
ference ;  but  without  any  views  of  making 
use  of  the  company's  money  :  but  that  a 
he  had  been  continued,  no  receipts  on  fio« 
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titloitt  eertifieates  codd  have  been  given ; 
▼et  he  ttoeB  not  know  that  the  discharg* 
nig  of  Mr.  Clarke^  the  surveyor  of  the 
warehoiueSy  was  a  concerted  thing,  or  done 
iriti)  any  view  of  pursuing  the  measures 
that  were  afterwards  entered  into,  and  oc- 
casioned the  Company's  great  loss. 

The  Examinanty  being  asked  about  the 
k^  of  the  warehouse  being  taken  ftom 
\Vahiwright  the  accomptant,  said»  Wain- 
Wright  desired  the  same  might  not  remain 
with  him  ;  but  that  Wainwrtcfat  was  not 
concerned  in  any  measures  wiw  the  Exa- 
minant. 

That  Lovell  had  a  key  of  the  warehouse 
some  time,  and  the  same  was  taken  from 
him,  upon  his  happening  to  be  sent  of  »9 
errano,  when  a  person  came  to  redeem  his 
soodsy  and  was  obliged  to  wait  some  hours 
fdr  his  return,  which  inconveniency  the 
Examinant  represented  to  the  Committee ; 
and  that,  about  the  same  time,  money  was 
lent  upon  ff  oods  in  otiber  warehouses,  Wnere, 
for  the  sale  of  the  merchants  character, 
he  could  not  have  a  key,  which  was  an  ar- 
gument the  Examinant  likewise  used  widi 
cie  Committee  against  the  same  ;  but  he 
does  not  remember  the  order  for  Lovell  to 
have  the  key,  was  ever  recalled* 

That  whilst  the  mxler  subsisted  for  the 
accomptant  to  keep  the  ke3rs  of  the  ware- 
hduses,  jointly  witii  the  warehouse  keeper, 
some  pledges  were  wanting  at  the  house  in 
Spring  Gctfden,  upon  Mr.  Kock,  wardiouse 
keeper  of  the  said  house,  leaving  the  ser- 
vice of  die  Corporation,  about  Midsummer 
1729,  which,  to  the  best  of  his  remem- 
brance, was  pretended  to  be  on  account 
of  some  private  debts  of  his  own.  And 
Mr.  Burroughs,  one  of  the  committee  for 
managing  the  adffisdrs  of  the  said  Corpora- 
tion, was  liie  sole  person  appointed  to  look 
into  the  affiurs  of  that  house,  in  which  he 
desired  the  ExaminanVs  assistance ;  and 
after  they  had  exammed  the  same,  a  very 
great  deficiency  was  found,  there  not  being 
so  many  pledges  as  stood  on  the  books  ; 
thereupon,  it  was  resolved  by  the  five  parC^ 
ners  ;  viz.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  bart.  one 
t>f  the  Committee  for  managing  the  affiRrs 
of  the  said  Corporation,  obtain  William 
Burroughs,  one  of  the  saia  Committee, 
William  Squire^  one  of  the  assistants, 
Georg^  Robinson,  circulating  cashier  to 
the  said  Corporation,  and  the  Examinant, 
whq  was  wfurehouse  keeper  at  the  house 
on  Lawrence  Pountney  ICll,  to  dischai^ 
that  privately  by  money  to  be  paid  into  me 
hands  of  the  cashier,  to  be  iqpplied  for  the 
fedemptioo  of  the  pledget  waatiDgt  or  %i 


make  good  the  pledges,  upon  ^dnch  mora 
money  had  been  lent  than  ttiey  were  worth, 
and  others  that  were  so  nitich  damaged 
for  want  of  care,  that  they  (fid  not  sell  fi>r 
so  much  money  as  was  lent  upon  them. 
That  tiie  reason  why  they  did  this,  was, 
lest  the  publication  of  it  at  the  board  or  » 
general  court,  should  draw  an  inquiry  into 
Uie  state  of  the  affiurs  of  ike  house  on 
Lawrence  Pountney  Hill ;  and  this  was  in 
executed,  and  the  rest  resolved  to^ 

.  e  been  done  when  they  were  able. 

The  Examinant  further  said.  That 
though  the  nature  of  the  defeazances  given 
to  the  borrower,  the  bill  of  sale  taken  from 
him,  and  the  certificates  given  to  him  by 
the  warehouse  keeper,  and  the  rece^ 
taken  diereon  from  Imn  by  the  cashier 
upon  pa3Hlng  him  the  money,  and  also  the 
bkmk  for  tlte  accompt  to  be  made  up  by 
the  accomptant,  upon  the  borrower's  com- 
ine  to  redeem  his  goods,  the  receipt  to  be 
token  by  the  cashier  for  the  money  upon 
the  back  of  the  warehouse  keeper's  cer- 
tificate, and  the  receipt  upon  the  back  of 
the  bill  of  sale  to  be  taken  by  the  ware- 
house keeper  frt>m  the  borrower  upon 
delivering  iJie  goods,  were  well  adapted  to 
the  busfaiess,  yet  they  were  not  regularly 
observed;  and  he  does  not  remember, 
that  ever  any  of  them  were  called  for  by 
the  committee  or  assistants  to  be  examined!^ 
except  the  defisazance^  and  those  but 
latterly.  That  the  business  of  the  Corpo* 
ration  was  not  observed  or  followed  ac^ 
cordins^  to  the  methods  and  forms  pre- 
scribed by  the  charter,  or  otherwise,  in 
any  of  the  offices,  or  by  any  of  the  officers; 
and  that,  as  he  gave  the  closest  attend- 
ance, he  not  only  acted  irregularly  in  his 
own  office,  in  support  of  himself  by  the 
wrong  measures  that  were  taken,  but  he 
acted  very  often  as  cashier  in  the  ^(bsence 
of  Mr.  Tench,  and  both  paid  and  received 
money :  and  he  has  likewise  very  frequent- 
ly, in  the  absence  of  Jeremiah  Wainwrighty 
Uie  accomptant,  cast  up  accounts,  made 
transfers,  and  done  duty  for  him;  and  that 
though  these  irregularities  have,  at  tnnea^ 
been  taken  notice  of  by  several  gentlemeK]i 
in  the  direction,  yet  they  never  pushed  it  * 
to  that  length,  as  ever  to  take  any  eflfec- 
tual  methocb  for  the  remedying  of  it.  And 
the  examinant  has  oft;en  observed  to  Mr« 
Squire,  in  particular,  in  conversation  fwfaa 
was  more  at  the  office  than  any  ot  the 
rest)  that  nothing  but  a  general  infiitua- 
tion,  and  that,  proceeding  from  the  great 
advanta^  they  made  of  uieir  moncn^.  Kept 
tl««r^  «d  «.de  them  Wdobg 
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SDj  thing  that  should  lessen  it«  That  the 
examinant  had  seen  several  of  the  gentle- 
men concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
a&irs  of  die  Corporation  at  tunes,  particu- 
brlj  Mr*  Molesworth,  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
Mr.  TorrianOy  betray  great  uneasiness  and 
grumbling,  and  say,  the  officers  should  be 
obliged  to  do  their  duty;  that  the  ware* 
houses  should  be  looked  into,  and  found 
&ult  with  eveiy  thing  that  could  be  found 
&ult  with ;  but  they  did  not  carry  it  to  a 
resolution :  and  that  he  does  not  remem- 
ber, that  any  of  the  gentlemen  ever  carried 
it  to  that  height  Mr*  Torriano  did,  fi>r 
that  be  had  «ven  the  partners  uneasiness 
BtUie  board  for  a  considerable  time*  And 
the  partnership  of  five  in  conqpany,  re- 
commended it  to  Mr*  Squire,  who  was 
most  intiinate  with  hiiii»  to  take  him  oS 

That  this  was  about  the  time  or  soon 
after,  th^  had  engaged  in  York  stock ; 
and  as  Mr.  Squire  af&rwards  reported  to 
Ihem,  he  had  very  free  with  Mr*  Torriano, 
and  t<^  him,  that  though  there  should  be 
some  mismani^ments  in  the  Corporation's 
affiursy  yet  it  was  his  business  to  give  time 
to  lunre  thein  rectified,  and  not  iidl  out 
with  his  own  bread  and  butter,  by  e^^^f^ 
JQ^  of  them;  or  words  to  that  effect.  That 
ifhe  would  be  quiet,  and  draw  along  with 
him  (Squire)  he  would  give  him  a  piece 
of  advice,  by  which  he  (Torriano)  might 
make  his  fortune;  and  his  mother  and 
sbterSy  who  had  a  great  deal  of  money, 
SCii^it  ^et  a  great  deal  more.  This  had 
^  desired  CTOCt,  and  Mr*  Torriano,  who 
had  before  come  into  the  examinant's 
office^  and  told  him  he  had  and  would  in- 
ast  upon  Bfi  examination  of  the  pledges, 
(to  wnich  the  examinant  durst  not  offer 
ai^  otnecdcm,  though,  at  that  time,  he 
dreaded  nothing  more]|  told  Mr*  Squire 
some  time  ailexwards,  m  the  examinant's 
hearing  at  Pontack's,  that  he  would  never 
afterwards  propose  an^  thii^  at  the  board, 
without  consulting  him  first*  That  York 
stock  rinto  which  Squire  had  brought  him, 
and  also  his  mother,  whom  he  had  been 
earned  to  visit)  had  then  taken  a  consider* 
ible  rise*  That  Mr.  Souire  was  beccmie  a 
neat  &vourite  of  Mr^  Torriano's,  and  his 
Smuly,  and  stood  as  godfather  to  one  of 
his  children,  and  often  visited  then^  until 
York  stock  took  a  very  great  rise,  when 
l/bt,  Torriano*  his  mother  and  sisters  sold 
60L9  by  which  they  got  several  thousand 
Domids*  That  Mr*  Torriano  kept  his  word 
wfi"  some>  time^  nnta  selling  his  York  stock, 
wiiiKHit  ooBsultmg  Mr.  Squire,  created  a 
qUoeiib  lAkb  gfewiyfojnioaheadyivid 


he  c<miplained  as  befitHre  i^hmi  he  came  to 
the  board ;  but  he  never  took  the  same 
pains,  or  attended  so  close,  fis  he  was  wont 
to  do  formerly ;  and  the  examinant  if»pre- 
hendshis  conduct  afterwards  proceeded 
from  his  suspicions  being  better  grounded 
than  the  su4)icion  of  several  of  the  others 
of  the  directors  could  be* 

That  Mr*  Torriano  bought  at  the  last 
public  sale  that  the  examinant  inade  foi* 
the  Corporation,  a  large  quantity  of  verdi- 
grease,  and  bid  more  for  it  than  it  was 
really  then  woith  at  the  maricet  price,  but 
never  paid  for  it;  so  that  it  raoaaifted  in 
the  warehouse  ^dien  the  examinant  went 
away ;  but  the  examinant  durst  not  conv* 
plain  of  it,  but  brought  the  same  to  ttm 
account  of  goods  put  up  to  sde,andnot 
sokL 

And  the  Examinant  said,  that  thou^ 
instructions  were  made  out  for  the  sev^d 
officers  of  the  Corporation ;  in  particular  to 
the  warehouse  keepers,  cashiers  and  ac« 
oomptants,  after  bemg  referred  to  some  of 
the  directors,  and  approved  of  by  the 
oourt  of  committee ;  yet  he  does  not  re- 
member he  ever  had  a  copy  of  them  in 
form  signed  by  the  secretary;  nor  did  he 
evctr  see  any  of  the  instructions  to  the  offi- 
cers: that^eneverremembars  tohavebeen 
putin  mind  of  his  instructions,  nor  referred 
to  them ;  nor  does  he  remember  any  other 
of  the  officers  were,  though  they  acted  verjr 
di&rent  to  die  instructions  shewed  Um  bjr 
your  Committee;  that  he  remembers  m 
kept  a  book  of  orders,  and  he  brieves  Imd 
a  copy  of  instructions  in  it ;  but  that  he 
had  not  them  firom  the  beginning :  that 
they  were  not  given  him  by  the  secretary, 
and  are  not  the  same  as  those  shewed  hua 
by  your  Committee. 

That  the  order,  impowering  any'  one  of 
the  Committee  or  assistants  attending  at 
the  house  in  London,  to  authorise,  hy^axf 
writing  under  his  hand,  the  officers  m  the 
said  house  to  lendmore  than  1,000/*  ufoa  a 
pledge  at  one  dme,  when  tibe  necessity  ef 
the  bonrower  does  require  it,  or  he  smdl 
see  oth^  Buffii^eat  cause  to  do  it,  was  fro»- 
cuved  by  WooQey,  Warren,  and  Squhre,  in 
conjunction  with  the  examinant,  to  enable 
them  to  buy  any  large  (fuantities  of  goods 
which  should  olEsr,  being  ereat  bargains ; 
and  the  same  was  accordii^y  dcmefor  that 
purpose,  by  a  purchase  of  several  aitidea 
for  their  joint  accounts,  upon  which 
WooUey  and  Warren  are  largely  indebted* 

That  the  order,  that  borrowers  might 
negodate  by  brokerSf  was  likewise  made  in 
fii^our  €f  Wof^y  aid  Warr^in  opposi* 
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tion  ta  Thomaa  Jones,  who  pretended  to 
the  sole  priyilege  of  pledging  tor  others,  by 
virtue  of  a  contract  or  agreement  made 
irith  the  Corporation. 

That  the  said  Woolley  and  Warren 
prevailed  .with  the  Committee  to  permit 
^em  to  print  handbills,  importing  that 
i^ny  persons,  applying  to  Messieurs  Wool- 
ley  and  Warren,  may  have  their  goods 
pledged  with  the  utmost  dispatch  and  se- 
cresy ;  and  that  the  same  persons  would 
aell  the  same  by  conmiission,  if  desired : 
by  which  means  the  real  names  of  t|ie  bor- 
)K>wers  were  concealed,  which  otherwise 
could  not  have  been  done.  And  if  tliat 
<vrderhad  not  been  made,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  find  names  to  borrow 
9Q  much  money,  there  having  been  be- 
tWQQU  2  and  300,000/t  borrowed  in  their 
names. 

That  the  Order,  that  the  examinant 
might  lend  as  far  as  2000/.  upon  any  one 
pledge,  and  any  further  sum  with  the  ap« 
prohatioD  of  the  Committee,  was  procured 
tQ  favour  the  borrowing  of  large  sums 
'  upon  fictitious  pledges,  ,to  supply  Mr. 
i^insoQ  widi  money  to  purchase  the 
conmany's  shares. 

Timtthe  order,  tliat  an  account  of  aD 
the  pledges  made  to  the  Corporation  be 
entered  in  a  book,  to  be  always  laid  upon 
Ae  taUe»  when  the  committee  of  accounts, 
<Mr  the  gentlemen  that  attend  at  the  house 
vok  London  for  each-  day  met  there,  was 
£air  some  time  complied '  with,  but  after- 
wards discontinued. 

That  the  Order,  for  writing  upon  the 
certificates  for  pledges  supposed  to  be  in 
ttie  out  warehouses,  was  made  the  better 
tfk  conceal  the  same,  because  tJie  certifi- 
cates were  not  laid  before  the  Committee; 
and  it  was  thought,  that  the  before-men- 
tioned book  being.always  laid  before  the 
committee  of  accounts,  might  give  rise  to 
V^qiuries, 

That  he  beUeves  Woolley  and  Warren 

rd  hills  of  sale,  presented  to  them  by 
Tench^  with  certificates  tacked  to 
Itieift,:  weeks  after  the  money  had  been 
Ipahi  upon  such  certificates :  and  that  they, 
tf^  said  Woolley  and  Wte*en,  often  told 
"kijVH  ^hat  Mr.  Tench  frequently  asked 
tbeiiv  what,  they  did  with  all  that  money ; 
iQ4,  ii^  a  merry  way,  insinuated  to  them, 
AM(  1^  same  was  misapplied ;  and  Mr. 
TenioK  baa  expressed  himself  fully  to  the 
Cixaioloaiit  upon  that  head,  and  threatened 
la  expose  ilC  till  Mr.  Robinson  took  him 
aii^  b^  aBoimng  him  a  salary  equal  to  that 
IIm  CociMa^w  allmed  him;  Hun  Mr. 


Tench  has  likewise,  at  several  times,  in 
the  years  1727  and  1728,  insinuated  to 
him,  in  the  presence  of  Wainwright  the 
accomptant,  that  there  were  great  defi- 
ciencies of  goods,  and  that  Wainwright  had 
good  reason  to  suspect  the  same. 

The  examinant  further  said,  that  Wool- 
ley  &nd  Warren  knew  before  any  body 
else,  except  Mr.  Squire,  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  issued  upon  pledges  before  ^ 
any  goods  were  brought  into  the  ware- 
houses for  it;  and  although  goods  were 
afterwards  brought  in,  they  knew  them 
not  to  be  a  security  for  the  money  lent, 
according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
Corporation,  nor  of  the  intrinsic  value  at 
the  time  they  were  lodged. 

That  the  said  Woolley  and  Warren  like- 
wise applied  some  of  this  money  to  their 
own  uses,  and  likewise  some  of  the  goods 
of  the  said  Corporation. 

The  examinant  being  asked  about  the 
coining  ^,000/.  notes  about  May,  1731, — 
said,  there  was  such  a  parcel  coined,  and 
believes  the  same  was  aone  by  consent  of 
most  of  the  gentlemen ;  that  it  was  pro- 
posed by  Robinson,  and  does  not  remenf- 
ber  any  difficulty  was  made  about  coining 
the  same:  That  they  were  kept  in  a 
wainscot  box,  with  two  different  locks  and 
keys,  one  of  which  sir  Archibald  Grant 
kept,  and  Mr.  Torriano  the  other,  for  a ' 
considerable  time:  that  the  said  notes 
were  afterwards  cancelled ;  but  does  not 
recollect  how,  or  in  what  manner  the  same 
was  done. 

That  the  occasion  of  coininc;  the  said 
60,000^  notes  was,  the  great  <&nger  the 
copartnership  of  five  knew  themsdfves  in 
of  having  the  fatal  secret  discovered,  at 
the  time  the  petition  of  the  city  of  London 
was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  put  them  upon  thmking  of  all  ways 
and  means  to  support  themselves  against 
an  enquiry  at  that  juncture,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  receiving  any  slur  upon  account 
of  demands  upon  the  Company  for  notes 
then  due,  which  they  found  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  unable  to  answer,  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  balance  due  firom  him  to  the 
said  copartnership,  and  likewise  the  great 
balance  due  from  him  to  the  Company  ; 
and  also  to  evade  the  intention  of  tne 
House  of  Commons,  which  the  Company 
then  apprehended  was  to  restrain  them 
from  issuing  any  more  notes  after  a  cer^ 
tain  time. 

And  he  further  said,  that,  to  the  best  of 
his  remembrance,  it  was  a  thought  of  Mr* 
Burroughs'si  and  that  he  acquainted  thtt 
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examinant  with  it  as  such ;  and  that  the 
argument  that  was  judged  proper  to  use 
wSi  the  other  gentlemen  to  bring  them 
into  it,  was,  that  though  Mr.  Robinson  ap- 
peared to  have  a  large  balance  of  cash  m 
his  hands,  yet  he  was  loaded  with  shares, 
and  had  lodged  great  sums  in  notes  in 
some  people's  hands,  upon  which  he  had 
borrowed  mudi  less  tnan  the  amount 
thereof:  that  those  arguments  prevailed, 
and  he  does  not  know  that  any  ot  the  gen- 
demen  dissented  from  it,  except  Mr.  Tor- 
Tiaoo:  and  the  like  argument  prevailed 
for  the  issuing  of  bonds,  in  evasion  of  the 
declared  intention  of  the  House  of  Com- 


And  the  examinent  further  said,  that 
when  the  petition  of  the  city  of  London 
gainst  the  Corporation  was  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  (^d  not  till  then, 
ikaX  he  knows  of,)  the  directors  at  several 
meetings  looked  into  their  charter,  and  be- 
gan to  compare  it  with  several  orders,  mi- 
nutes, and  regulations  made;  and^the  ex- 
aminant believes,  that  several  of  them  were 
then  sensible  they  had  exceeded  the 
powers  granted  them  by  their  charter, 
wliidi  does  not  allow  of  circulating  notes 
and  bonds,  and  that  they  had  endeavoured 
to  evade  the  law  by  the  agreements  en- 
tered into,  first  with  Jones,  and  then  with 
Robinson,  and  then  judged  it  contrary  to 
kw;  and  the  directors  found  that  they 
ibonld  have  ordered  the  keeping  of  seve- 
ral books  (which  they  did  not)  for  public 
satisfiiction ;  that  they  discovered  several 
katts  in  the  bill  of  sale ;  that  they  took 
firom  the  borrower  the  defeazance  they 
gatve  him,  and  the  receipts  upon  the  same, 
and  with  other' parts  of  the  management, 
wbaA  the  directors  set  about  to  reform  as 
400Q  as  the  parliament  was  up ;  but  that 
bein^  dang^erous,  as  the  partners  dreaded 
it  nugfat  bring  on  other  reformations,  they- 
SQon  put  an  end  to  it,  by  not  attending  the 
comonittees,  and  the  directors  could  rarely 
get  a  number  without  them. 

Tliat,  about  the  same  time  the  partners 
set  about  renewing  all  the  old  pledges,  a 
great  manj  of  which  stood  without  being 
renewed  or  redeemed  for  so  lon^  a  time ; 
that,  of  itself,  would  have  occasioned  an 
enquiry,  if  the  directors  had  ever  looked 
into  m  books  and  understood  them ;  some 
of  them  ffar  large  sums  standing  out  for 
three  years,  and  the  partners  judged  if 
Ihey  could  get  them  renewed,  and  £e'in- 
teuest  opon  them  paid,  and  the  notes  pro- 
▼ided  tor  by  issumg  bonds,  and  the  divi- 
daad  paid^  (which  was  declared  before 


the  examinant  went  away)  the  partners 
then  might  stand  it  for  some  time ;  and 
they  hoped  that  York  stock  would  stilt 
take  a  rise  to  redeem  every  one  of  them, 
except  Robinson,  thev  having  a  great 
quantity  of  that  stock  still  remaining';, 
which  sir  Archibald  Grant^  Mr.  Burroughs, 
and  Mr.  Squire,  sold  out  afterwards;  as 
appears  by  toe  inventories  of  the  two  first 
delivered  in. 

That  in  consequence  of  this  resolutioa 
of  renewing  the  pledges,  the  examinant 
paid  to  Mr.  John  Richardson,  clerk  to  Mr.   < 
Tench,  7,000/.  and  upwsurds  at  one  time,, 
for  interest  and  charges. 

The  examinant  being  asked,  What  con- 
cerns Richard  Woolley  had  with  the  Cor- 
poration ?  said.  That  Richard  Woolley^ 
was  intended  at  the  Company's  beginning 
business,  to  be  their  accomptant,  and  de- 
pended upon  that  office  from  the  interest 
of  sir  Fisher  Tench;  but  being  disap- 
pointed, he  joined  Mr.  Warren  as  a  part-, 
ner;  though  he  do^snot  believe  they  en-, 
tered  into  articles  of  partnership;  and 
they  two  proposed  to  attend  the  office  as 
brokers,  to  pledge  goods  for  other  peopk^ 
and  to  sell  them  when  they  could  not  re* 
deem  them :  They  did  so  for  some  time 
but  with  small  success,  till  Thomas  Jones, 
b^  means  of  sir  iFisher  Tench,  proposed 
circulating  the  Company's  notes,  upon 
conditions  that  struck  against  Woolley  and 
Warren ;  and  sir  fisher  Tench,  proposing, 
a  greater  advantage  to  himself  by  support*, 
ing  Jones,  than  Woolley  and  Warren,  left 
them ;  and  Mr.  Squire,  who  was  then  ffot 
into  the  direction,  being  acquainted  with 
both  WooUey  and  Warren,  joined  theaif 
and  sought  means  of  promoting  their  in- 
terest, which  very  soon  offered,  by  Jones's 
not  being  able  to  perform  his  contract ;  and 
that  then  they  were  brought  in  as  derks 
under  the  examinant,*  to  assist  him  at 
sales,  and  had  salaries  at  30/.  per  annum, 
each  allowed  them,  which  continued  all 
along. 

The  examinant  further  said,  that  Squire,* 
Woolley  and  Warren,  attended  him  dose, 
and  proposed  many  different  schemes  to 
him,  they  supposed  would  turn  to  Uieir 
mutual  advantage,  without  his  having  much 
trouble;  for  Woolley  and  Warren  pre- 
tended to  take  that  upon  themselves: 
that  the  Company '  had  out  a  very  small 
fund  at  that  tune,  and  was  so  little  known^ 
that  there  were  not  loans  sufficient  offered 
for  the  money  they  had:  that  Warren^ 
about  that  time,  found  out  a  parcel  of  gold 
an({  silver  brocades,  and  other  silks,  of  a 
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bankrupt,  that  was  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
signeeSy  to  be  sold  a  great  pennywordi : 
mt  the  examinant  was  persuaded  by 
WooBey,  Smiire,  and  Warren,  to  go  to 
see  them,  and  found  them  to  be  as  repre- 
sented; and  the  examinant  had  no  objec- 
ti<m  to  the  bnymg  of  them  with  the  Com- 
pany^ money  for  their  joint  accomit,  but 
fliat  he  wanted  time  to  attend  to  the  sale 
of  them :  they  readily  undertook  that,  and 
proposed  to  account  to  the  examinant 
every  week  for  the  amount  of  what  was 
sold,  tBl  the  Company  was  reimbursed 
with  interest  and  charges:  that  certifi- 
cates were  accordingly  made  out,  to  the 
wnount  ci  several  thousand  pounds,  and 
the  money  had  upon  them  from  the 
cadiier;  that  the  silks  were  bought  and 
carried  into  the  office,  but  the  invoice  fell 
short  l»r  3001*  of  what  it  was  supposed 
it  would  have  amounted  to,  and  of  what 
bad  been  issued  for  the  purchase  of  them. 

That  Woolley  and  Warren  arc^  still 
(Chargeable  with  the  said  deficiency,  and 
with  several  other  sums,  the  v  received  by 
Ihe  sale  of  part  of  the  said  silks,  and  that 
they  intirefy  neglected  the  sale  of  the  rest 
ofthe  said  silks,  as  soon  as  they  got  some 
money  intotheir  hands,  until  they  became 
damaged  by  fying  by,  the  exammant  not 
having  time  to  ds^ose  of  them. 

About  the  same  time  Rreat  quantities  of 
Goab  were  bought  for  me  same  account, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Ridley  and  Mr.  Dale :  that  some 
time  after  the  money  had  been  issued  upon 
them,  a  great  profit  might  have  been  made 
thereof;  but  tneyrefu^  to  sell  them,  and 
alter  losing  their  market,  never  would  give 
diemselves  any  trouble  about  them. 

That  dienr  were  afterwards  sold  to  a  great 
loss,  and  that  the  said  Squire,  Wodley, 
Warren,  Ridley,  and  Dale,  are  now  charge- 
able witii  their  shares  thereof. 

The  Examinant  said,  that  these  were  the 
fffst  irregular  proceedings  he  remembers 
to  be  in  tiie  Corporation. 

That  some  time  after  this,  Warren  apply- 
In^himselfintirely  to  theseUmgcorp  oration 
notes,  and  buying,  selling,  and  pledging 
shares  of  the  Corporation,mwhidine  found 
so  much  encouragement  that  he  intirely 
left  Woolley,  who  then  turned  himself  to 
do  budness  for  the  country  clothiers,  In 
which  he  succeed  very  well,  and  Wool- 
ley  took  a  house  in  the  city,  and  Squire 
lodged  witii  him :  that  they  twopr^^osed 
to  enter  into  a  partnership  witii  the  exami- 
nant to  sdl  dothsfor  me  country  do- 
thten ;  a  j;reat  many  of  whom  sent  up  their 


cloths,  and  borrowed  money  of  the  Corpo- 
ration upon  them,  and  agreed  to  pay  Wool- 
ley  the  commission,  and  allow  nim  the 
omer  advantages  they  ^e  the  Blackwefl 
Hall  factors:  theyhlcewise  agreed  to  take 
soap  from  Woolley,  which  he  made  by  an 
agreement  with  one  Davis,  as  good  as  that 
^ch  comes  from  France  or  ^ain :  this 
business  succeeded  very  well  at  the  begin- 
ning, and  by  the  articles  ofpartnendiip  the 
busmess  was  to  be  carried  on  in  the  name 
of  Richard  Woolley  and  company,  and  he 
was  to  keep  all  the  books  unaer  a  penalty. 
That  the  principal  advantage  Mr.  Squire 
and  the  examinant  proposed  to  the  Corpo^ 
ration  from  this  partnership,  was,  tiiat  by 
engaging  and  servinj^  the  manufacturers, 
they  should  have  their  protection  in  par- 
liament, by  petitions  from  the  manufitctur- 
ing  towns  in  favour  of  the  company,  in  case 
any  petition  should  be  presented  by  the 
city  of  London  against  tnem,  which  they 
were  always  threatened  with;   but  that 
Woolley  soon  lost  them  the  prospect  of 
this  protection :  diat  on  a  sudden  Woolley 
turned  gentieman,  neglected  the  business^ 
married,  set  up  his  coach  and  chariot^ 
lived  at  a  great  expence,  laid  out  a  great 
deal  of  money  on  a  country  house,  and 
made  settiements  on  his  wife  of  purchases 
hehadmade  :  that  all  this  was  done  with 
money  he  received  by  the  sale  of  goods, 
which  lAioidd  have  been  paid  to  the  ccnn« 
pany  by  way  of  redemption.    That  during 
this  management  of  WooUey's,  Mr.  Squire 
was  as  uneasy  as  the  examinant,  and  they 
had  frequent  conversations  with  Woolley 
about  it ;  but  he  took  upon  him  to  shew 
them,  diat  he  put  them  at  defiance,  by  in- 
sinuating his  knowledge  of  their  great  se- 
cret, which  prevented  their  coming  to  an 
open  rupture  with  him :  that  when  the  said 
Woolley  was  about  being  married,  he  bor- 
rowed dOO/!.  of  the  examinant  to  pay  (to 
the  best  of  his  remepibrance)  for  his  wife's 
account,  as  Woolley  informed  him  :   that 
the  said  Woolley  has  effects  to  a  great  va- 
lue;   and  that  what  the  examinant  can 
prove  against  him  will  brin^  all  back  to  the 
Corporation  :    that  the  said  Woolley  has 
brought  in  the  examinanthi^  debtor,  thoiigh 
tiie  /examinant  never  had  sixpence  from 
him :  and  that  since  the  time  the  exami- 
nant knew  him,  he  was  not  in  a  capacity  of 
lending  him  sixpence,  which  he  could  call 
his  oprn. 

The  examinant  being  asked,  what  con- 
cerns Thomas  Warren  had  with  the  .Cor- 
poration, said.  That  Thomas  Warren  bsA^ 
since Jth^bcii^baing  ofthe  year  1728»  ap* 
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Cedhunself  intiTelv  to  act  as  a  "broker  in 
yiDg  and  sdlingy  out  chiefly  in  pledging 
corporation  sharea  to  monied  gentlemen  ; 
wkn  seyeral  <^  whom,  by  close  attendance 
i^NiB  them,  he  had  got  a  great  intimacy, 
partkukoiy  Edward  Turner,  esq.  of  Gray's 
W,  Edward  Tunier,  em.  of  Lincoln's  Inn, 
Thomas  Miln^r^  esq.  Mrs*  Forth,  Ci»tain 
Selhy,  Edward  OiliMmme,  es^K  Mr.  fS^il« 
liam  Ho^ina,  Mr.  Thomas  Hotdddn, 
Mr.  Lascelles  MetcaHe,  Robert  Mann, 
esq.  Mrs.  Aim  Smithy  WHliam  Turner, 
esq.  and  many  others,  to  whom  hepled^d 
shares,  and  sold  notes  of  tiie  Corporation, 
and  raisedlarge  sums  of  mcmey  upon  them 
for  Mr.  Robinson,  and  sometimes  for  the 
esaninant :  that  Warren  always  exacted 
\L  per  cent,  for  his  own  ccmunission, 
thoi^  he  oftett'  borrowed  the  money  but 
for  three  months  ;  and  if  the  same  came  to 
be  renewed  for  further  time,  he  required 
die  same  emnmisaon  again  :  that  the  pre- 
niiiims  the  examinant  always  paid  for 
money  on  Corporadon  notes  or  shares, 
over  and  above  the  interest  of  SL  per  cent 
was  always  after  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per 
annum  at  the  least,  but  oftener  more : 
notwidifitaiiding  which,  the  examinant 
could  never  get  the  whcte  money  borrow- 
ed out  of  Warren's  hands,  who  owes  him 
several  bdances  on  tiiose  accounts,  as  well 
as  others:  and  that  Robinson  has  often 
told  tilie  examinant  he  ahrajrs  paid  the 
same ;  ttid  that  fbrdie  course  of  two  or 
three  yettns  he  could  never  draw  the  balance 
of  money  out  of  Warren's  hand,  which  he 
had  raised  in  that  manner  for  hbn ;  but 
dttlthe  said  Warren  was  indebted  to  him 
3  or  4,000^  upon  that  head,  and  inarauch 
\a^  aum  for  slni^  bought  for  ihem 
kmhr,  09<>n  which  money  was  borrowed) 
aj  Mr,  Robinson's  having  paid  the  di&r- 
cfice  betwixt  the  money  borrowed  upon 
Ami,  ant  the  price  the  shares  cost,  though 
they  ran  equal  shares  in  the  profit  and  1q38 
that  should  accrue  upon  them. 

The  examinamt  rather  said,  Thit  War- 
ren bought  shares  in  company  widi  Robin- 
son and Idmself,  in  which  he  is  indebted  in 
a  great  balance,  in  the  same  manner  as  be- 
ftvb^nentioned ;  and  that  they  came  into 
those  tfain^  to  satisfy  his  avarice,  which 
was  fatintmble,  and  to  keep  him  quiet; 
though  in  the  ftdness  of  his  heart,  at  tones, 
he  uid  owned  to  tiie  examinant,  that  he 
lad  goC  4Bfi06l.  per  annum  bv  his  commis- 
■ODs;  tlmt  Warren,  several  times  when 
BoUoRm  wilted  mone^  (and  when  he 
could  not  raise  any  for  turn  upon  Corpora- 
tidft  notes)  proposed  to  the  examinant  to 


give  him  jewels  to  the  value  of  IfiOOL  or 
l,50(tf.  wnich  were  deposited  wiUi  the 
lender,  and  also  their  notes  for  the  same^ 
value  as  a  collateral  security ;  by  means 
whereof  Warren  several  times  raised  mo- 
ney: that  the  same  was  a  projposition 
of  Warren's,  though  he  knew,  at  tne  same 
time,  the  jewels  were  then  pledged  to  the 
Corporation :  that  when  he  came  into  the 
Corporation,  he  hikd  not  credit  for  a  gui* 
nea,  uid  barely  a  coait  to  his  back :  Tb&t 
the  examinant  was  forced  to  acquiesce  in 
these  things  to  keep  the  secret,  to  which  he 
had  good  reason  to  believe  ftom  eircum- 
tances  Warren  was  no  stranger.  That 
speaking  impartiaUy  of  the  a£bir,  and 
which  win  appear  by  the  accounts,  when 
they  come  to  oe  stated  by  the  examinant, 
Warren's  avarice,  and  nis  principals,  to 
which  Robinson's  necessity  oolieea  him  to 
submit,  was  the  great  cause  of  aJ}  that  hap- 
pened, and  the  ruin  of  the  companr : 
that  Wairen,  in  company  widi  Woolfey 
and  Squire,  was  the  promoter  of  the  first 
irregular  step  the  examinant  can  remember 
was  taken  in  the  Corporation,  viz.  silks  and 
coals  that  after  Warren  has  paid  all  he  ia. 
engaged  to  pay  for  the  examinant,  he  ap- 
prSiends,  upon  stating  Uiq  accounts,  m- 
will  be  the  examinant's  debtor. 

The  Examinant  being  asked  concerning- 
the  partnerships  of  finur  and  five,  said,  the 
account  orpartnership  of  five,  viz.  of  ar- 
Archibald  (jrant,  Mr.  Burroughs^  Squire, 
Robinson,  and  the  Examinant,  was  begun 
in  the  month  of  October,  1727,  when  it 
was  acreed  by  the  said  partners,  that  tfaejr 
should  borrow  money  <n  the  company,  as^ 
if  pledges  were  really  lodged  for  tne  same* 
and  become  purchasers  of  the  companjr'a 
shares,  which  were  then  a  little  above  par  ; 
and  as  th^  flattered  themselves  then  witir 
an  enlargement,  so  tiiey  cfid  lOcewise  wiA 
the  great  rise  of  the  shares,  die  benefit  cf 
whidi  rise  was  the  temptation  that  lec^ 
them  to  do  it ;  ond  upon  the  salb  of  thoaei 
Glares  they  proposed  to  repay  the  company 
for  the  money  so  borrowed,  and  the  interest 
and  charges  for  the  time,  as  other  borrow- 
ers did :  that  they  tjegun  to  borrow  tjie 
n^oney  before  they  had  a  certainty  of  lajr^ 
ing  it  out,  and  the  same  was  generalfy*  paid 
into  Mr.  Robinson's  hands,  as  the  pr<)per- 
est  person,  being  a  broker  in  Exchange- 
alley  :  and,  as  me  examinant  then  sup« 
po^dy  and  was  told  by  the  partners^  was  a 
man  of  an  ea^  fortune :  that  when  diarea 
came  to  be  bought,  more  money  waa  tin- 
mediateljr  raisea  by  Ae  same  mediod^  fixr 
the  former  reason  of  having  roooqr  ready; 
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.buty  as  it  has  sinoe  appeared,  a  succeediDg 
aum  was  necessary  to  be  had,  befpre  the 
first  parcel  could  be  paid  for,  because  Ro- 
binson made  away  with  the  money  as  soon 
as  it  came  into  ms  hands :  that  it  not  be- 
ing thought  proper  (to  prevent  suspicion) 
tolodge  the  shares  so  purchased  or  paid  in 
upon,  with  the  examinant,  but  the  much 
greater  part  with  Mr.  Robinson,  he  had 
uiem  transferred  into  the  names  of  several 
persons,  supposed  to  be  his  friends,  and 
transferred  nrom  them  to  the  persons  from 
whom  he  borrowed  money  upon  them; 
and  so  the  shares  in  a  great  measure  were 
locked  up,  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  part- 
ners: that  when  they  came  to  know  it, 
one  chief  r6as<m  of  their  not  resenting  it, 
appears  since,  to  be  on  account  of  the 
great  balances  due  to  him  upon  separate 
accounts,  firom  sir  Archibald  Grant,  Bur- 
roughs, and  Squire.  By  these,  and  seve- 
ral other  methods,  Robinson  run  hunself 
into  a  vast  debt  before  the  shares  took  a 
rise,  after  the  enlargement,  and  that  there 
were  buyers  for  any  quantities  at  high 
prices,  which  they  depended  upon  for  the 
pajrment  of  their  debt :  that  this  put  the 
pEurtners  into  a  consternation,  and  tney  too 
uite  found  themselves,  ruined,  or  obliged 
to  support  Robinson,  in  hopes  of  something 
tummg  out  in  their  favour  to  enable  them 
to  make  ffood  the  loss :  that  being  unwill- 
ing to  submit,  they  were  ready  to  attempt 
any  thing,  and  that  led  them  into  tnany 
■chemes  and  projects :  ,that  the  great  pros- 
pect of  advantage  from  several  of  them  was 
80  exaggerated  by  his  projecting  friends, 
viz.  Mr.  Burroughs,  sir  Archibdd  Grant, 
and  Squire,  that  he  flattered  himself  with 
intirerelidP  from  several  of  them:  that  the 
great  prosp^  of  advantage  that  was  to 
arise  from  uiem,  bein^  too  cBstant  for  relief, 
from  a  situation  of  dady  fears  that  the  con- 
ation they  were  in  would  be  discovered, 
and  sir  Archibald  Grant  at  that  time  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  great  discoveries 
made  oflead  mines  in  Sccdand,  which  be- 
longed to  shr  Robert  Sutton  and  others ;  it 
was  concerted  amongst  them,  that  a  sale  of 
those  mines  should  be  brought  about  to  the 
York  buildings  company,  which  was  hoped 
would  give  a  rise  to  their  stodc :  that  the 
partners  should  become  great  purchasers 
of  that  company's  stock  that  was  then  very 
low :  that  Mr.  Souire  should  be  chose  in- 
to the  direction  ot  that  company,  and  sir 
Archibald  Grant  and  Mr.  Burroughs 
should  go  to  Scotland,  to  pudi  on  their  af- 
fiurs  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  shew  what 
mii^t  be  expected  for  the  future:  that  all 


this  they  brought  about,  without  the  ex- 
aminant's  appearing ;  who  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  to  manage  at  home,  under  the  load 
they  were  burdened  with,  and  to  support 
Robinson  who  was  still  running  in  debt : 
that  they  had  got  near  500,000/.  York 
stock,  when  it  took  a  very  considerable 
rise  from  12,  15,  17,  and  21,  which  were 
the  prices  they  bought  at,  to  S8,  and  such 
a  spirit  in  it,  that  the  examnant  had  heard 
neutral  people  say,  they  had  no  doubt  wiUi 
them  of  seemg  it  much  higher :  that  whilst 
they  were  coi^ulting  the  most  prudent  way 
of  selling,  Robinson  (in  whom  they  haa 
put  littie  confidence  in  this  a&ir,  because 
q£  his  having  deceived  them  before,  but 
had  required  notes  of  him  for  the  stock  put 
into  his  friends  names  under  their  own 
hands,  which  notes  were  almost  all  lodged 
with  the  examinant)  unknown  to  the  rest 
of  the  partners,  called  upon  those  persona 
for.  the  stock,  pretending  to  have  lost  the 
notes,  and  sold  it  out  to  a  veiy  great 
value,  and  sold  a  great  deal  more  for  time 
which  he  had  not;  for  none  of  which 
he  ever  accounted  to  tl^e  partners:  that 
thus  he  cut  their  throats  a  second  time^ 
whilst  they  were  satisfying  themselves  with 
the  prospect  of  paying  ev^<^ry  one  what  they 
owed  as  their  snare  to  tfie  company ;  and 
though  Robinson  has  oflen  heard  tnem  say 
in  company  fas  the  examinant  really  be- 
lieves it  was  uxeir  resolution,  as  it  cert£unl  j 
was  his)  to  pay  the  company  every  six- 
pence they  had  in  the  world  to  lessea 
Robinson's  debt. 

That  the  Petition  of  the  City  of  Londcm 
came  upon  the  back  of  tiiis,  which  in- 
creased their  expence,  and  forced  them  to 
take  the  part  Robinson  and  the  examinant 
did. 

That  the  examinant  imputes  one  otiier 
great  cause  of  the  misfortune  of  the  part«> 
nership  to  their  havinj^  separate  concern* 
in  those  very  things  in  wfiich  they  had  a 
joint  concern;  and  this  was  so  remarkable 
m  the  partnership  in  Corporation  'shares^ 
that  the  examinant  too  late  convinced  them 
all,  that  if  it  had  been  otherwise  when  the 
shares  took  a  considerable  rise,  they  should 
have  disposed  of  all  that  had  been  bought 
on  the  joint  account,  that  were  not  in 
Robinson's  hands,  at  such  high  prices,  that 
they  should  have  very  much  lessened  the 
balance  to  the  company. 

That  when  they  became  so  largely  con-  - 
cemed  in  York  sto^k,  determin^  not  to 
split  upon  the  same  rock,  the  examinant. 
then  set  forth  their  situation  to  them,  and 
with  mudi  difficulty  convinced  thm  of 
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Uwir  error*  ETeiytNMrbdJerii^  he  had 
gal tfaelarfest  separate  concern^  and  die 
mack  tmns  every  day,  they  grew  jealous 
of  cmeanoSier;  but  the  examiiiaiit  propos- 
ing that  what  Uiey  had  separately,  shoiiia  be 
dwco¥6red,  and  brou§^t  to  tlie  joint  ac- 
eeuBt  at  the  mice  of  the  day;  and  that 
i^Km  honour  they  never  should  buy  or  sell 
but  upon  the  joint  account;  theyallagreed 
to  it,  and  the  eranmiBnt  believes  observed 
k,  exc^t  Robinson. 

That  besides  the  purchasing  the  shares 
of  the  said  Corporation  moA  York  stock, 
the  said  copartnership  were  engaged  in 
several  mines  in  Soodand  and  ^orway^  and 
had  some  ^nves  in  mines  in  Scottend 
worked  by.  means  of  a  charter  obtained  by 
sir  John  Areskine ;  in  i^  which  they  em- 
j^oyed  the  money  oi  die  Corporation^ 
^rawn  out  of  the  same  by  fictitious  pledges. 

Tliat  the  account  of  partnendiip  c^Cmir, 
Tiz.  of  Captain  Burrooghs,  Squire,  Robin- 
soD,  and  tne  eaamtnant,  was  £<fr  purchas- 
lag  CfNrporatfon  shares,  and  begun  in  the 
month  of  February,  172?,  when  sir 
ArdAaJd  Grant  was  absent  in  Scotland, 
and  was  afterwards  kqyt  a  secret  from 
Uns:  that  this  distinct  account  was  at  the 
motion  oiMr,  Squire,  who  alledged,  that 
air  ArchSiald  Grant  (bemg  absent  in  a 
time  q£  great  dfficul^,  wherein  they  had 
heen  at  great  pains  and  trouble  to  prevent 
ft  petition  intended  to  be  presented  by  the 
city  of  London  to  parliament  against  the 
Corporation)  ought  not  to  have  an  equal 
proportion  with  Siem  of  the  shares  bought, 
SHice  he  was  not  obliged  to  stand  to  the 
profit  or  loss  that  might  accrue  upon  them, 
as  thej  were  ob%ed  to  do  by  writings 
they  entered  into:  but  the  examinant  m» 
dier  said,  that  all  die  shares  bought  during 
m  Ardiibaid's  absence,  were  not  for  the 
aecoont  of  four ;  for  dieire  were  several 
sis  which  sir  Archibald  knew  of, 
ht^ordie  accountoffive;  and  that, 
to  the  best  of  his  remembrance,  diey  were 
Hkewise  boaght  with  the  Corporatio|i's 
money.  / 

Tint  sir  Archibald  Grant  was  ccmcemed 
in  the  portnenhip  of  five,  which  includes 
the  coocem  in  York  stock,  and  many 
other  thbffs,  as  wdOi  as  die  Corporation 
shares ;  saSi  that  he  is  largely  hiddlHed  to 
the  eyaminant  upon  the  balance  of  ac- 
eoanHs:  that  sir  Archibald  knew  firom  the 
first,  of  Mr.  Robinson's  having  the  com* 
ftaay^B  mankejf  which  he  had  before  the 
pmtners  hecotn  to  buy  shares:  that  die 
neafiou  fiok*  Robinson's  havinff  it  at  that 
time  was  a  large  debt  due  to  him  from  sir 
tVOL-K-] 


ATcl^3)eld  Gra&t^  another  from  capteiii 
Burroughs,  and  a  third  firom  Mr*  Squire  $ 
and  which,  as  the  examinant  hath  since 
learnt,  was  what  they  had  lost  in  stock* 
jobbing,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it :  that  sir 
Archibald  Grant  had  f^  along  a  private 
account  with  the  examinant,  and  betore  ha 
was  concerned  in  the  Coro^raticm  was  in* 
debted  to  him  for  a  viory  urge  sum,  wiudi 
was  liquidated  by  a  mortgage  of  sir  Wil-> 
liam  Grordcm's,  upon  an  estate  in  Scothmd^ 
made  over  to  die  examinant's  firther,  who 
advanced  the  money  upon  it;  and  that 
after  the  examinaht  engaged  in  the  corn* 
pony's  service,  sir  ArchilMiId's  private  ac- 
count again  ran  very  high,  and  a  great 
baiance  was  for  years  a^^ainst  him :  that 
this  account,  though  in  his  books  it  stanite 
as  balanced  in  June  or  July,  before  the  ttL<* 
ammant  went  awiay,  yet  it  was  reafly  done 
but  ten  or  fourteen  days  beforeif  and 
though  sir  Archibald  gave  die  exanunoni 
at  that  time  seve^  real  securities  towards 
balancing  the  account,  ^fit  some  part  oC^ 
it  is  coUonve;  fin*  that  sir  Archibald  hao 
credit  for  a  great  deal  more  thaii  the  eaa^ 
minant  really  received,  in  order  to  btiM 
the  accounts  near  a  balance;  eaoA  he  m 
not  charged  at  all  with  some  arddes  3  that 
this  is  the  onty  account,  as  die  examinant 
can  remember,  that  is  nsade  up  in  thismao- 
ner:  diet  the  examinant  has  a  separate 
account  with  sir  Archibald  only  of  mines 
in  Wales,  which  cost  about  220L 

That  captain  Burrou^is  was  one  con* 
cemed  fixNn  the  b^ioning  in  an  the  trans* 
actions  of  4  and  5:  that  he  knew  c^  Mr« 
Robinson's  account;  diat  he  had  a  )Bx§e 
account  with  the  examinant  in  particu- 
hir;  that  he  borrowed  a  sum  of  money  of 
the  comjpony  upon  pkite,  tapestry,  and 
other  thm^,  which  he  at  that  tune  ihewed 
him;  but  tibey  remained  to  his  use,  and  her 
gave  the  examinant  a  note  to  deliver  them 
upcoBi  demand.  That  he  also  pledged 
medals  in  gM  and  silver  for  •  200^  whidr 
were  of  more  than  that  value,  and  the 
examinant  delivered  the  same  to  him  a 
Htde  before  he  w^t  away,  without  the 
mon^. 

That.  Mr.  Squire  was  one  concerned  in 
the  partnership  of  four  and  five,  and  a  pro^ 
motor  of  the  first  irrep^ular  step  he  re^ 
members  was  taken  in  the  CorporaUon,  in 
conjunction  with  himself,  Woolley,  and 
Warren.  That  he  was  the  person  that 
applied  to  the  examinant  oftener  than  any 
of  die  odiers,  for  supplying  of  Robinson 
from  time  to  time  with  monies.  That  he 
took  move  pains  to  ke^p  every  body  in 
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temper  than  any  of  tlie  rest;  gare  closer 
atteodaace;  BJgned  most  of  the  notes:  but 
the  examinant  believes  will,  upon  casting 
up  the  accounts,  be  less  indebted  than  any 
of  them. 

That  George  Robmson  was  concerned 
tn  the  partnership  of  4  and  5»  and  was 
certainly  the  bane  of  sir  Archibald  Grant, 
Burroughs,  and  Squire,  before  they  were 
concerned  in  any  transactions  that  were 
irregular  in  the  Charitable  Corporation. 
That  he  had  been  before  concerned  with 
them,  either  separately  or  jointly,  in  other 
slocks,  iqK>n  which  there  was  a  very 
great  loss ;  and  they  not  having  money  to 
answer  the  same,  were  indebted  each  ok' 
ihem  to  him  for  a  very  ereat  balance ; 
which  the  examinant  alledged  he  knew 
nothing  of,  tOl  they,  in  conjunction  with 
him,  had  taken  the  resolution  to  borrow 
the  company's  money^  to  make  an  advan- 
tage of  it ;  and  that  he  believes  their  sepa- 
rate concerns  with  him,  and  their  being  so 
much  indebted  to  him,  was  their  reason  for 
engaging  along  with  him,  and  not  their 
opmion  of  his  ability  or  int^ity,  which 
each  <^  them  owned  to  him,  though  too 
kte ;  in  particular  Mr.  Burroughs  and  Mr. 
Squire,  who  c&ea  declared  to  the  exami- 
nant, that  they  believed  Robinson  had  im* 
posed  on  them  from  the  beginning,  as  he  had 
done  before  on  one  who  was  treasurer  for 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars,  whom  Robinson 
had  ruined*  That  to  quiet  theexaminant, 
Robinson  used  frequently  to  make  up  ac- 
counts of  debts  due  to  him,  and  effects, 
which  he  had  to  answer  all  his  balance,  and 
made  such  asseverations  of  the  truUi  of 
them,  that  if  the  examinant  and  the  rest  of 
the  partners  had  not  experienced  his  wantof 
trutn,  honour,  and  honesty,  they  must  have 
given  credit  to  them :  that  but  some  few 
weeks  before  the  examinant  and  Robinson 
went  away,  Robinson  pretended  to  raise 
100,000^.  to  divert  the  shock  which  then 
threatened  them :  the  principal  article  in 
the  account  he  ^e  the  examinant,  was 
40  fiOOl.  value  Robinson  said  he  had  in 
copper,  and  chiefly  at  the  mills  called 
Temple  IVIiUs ;  that  the  examinant  being 
very  desirous  to  get  possession  of  it,  went 
down  with  him  to  see  it,  where  he  had  the  as* 
surance  to  shew  the  examinant  copper  dross 
for  Barlxuy  copper,  and  insisted  upon  it ; 
but  the  examinant  seeing  real  cc^per  there 
to  the  value  of  several  thousand  pounds,  he 
desired  to  have  that  for  the  present ;  but 
he  never  could  get  it  into  his  possession. 
That  Robinson,  as  the « examinant  isin- 
formady  and  verily  believes,  has  advanced 


more  money  upon  those  works  than  all  the 
effects  are  worth :  and  that  although  dir 
Thomas  Mackworth,  who  was  conoemed 
with  Robinson  in  the  said  works,  pretends 
otherwise,  the  examinant  will  be  able  to 
make  the  contrary  so  &r  appear,  as  to  se- 
cure the  said  worksand  eflfects  to  die  Cluai- 
table  Corporation,  which  will  be  worth 
to  them  20,000/.:  that  the  large  balance 
of  cash,  appearing  by  the  examinant's 
books  to  be  due  from  Robinson  to  him,  is 
t^e :  that  the  said  Robinson  is  answerable 
for  a  great  number  of.  shares  and  Yoric 
stock ;  but  the  examinant  cannot  as  yet 
set  forth  the  particulars  of  either :  that  the 
examinant  several  times  brought  things  to 
an  extremity  with  him,  and  refused  to 
give  him  any  more,  money,  or  create  notes 
upon  pledges  of  renewals,  to  support  him^ 
wmch  the  examinant  had  often  done  be- 
fore. Robinson  then  applied  to  the  rest  of 
the  partners,  and  they  nave  all  come  to 
him  upon  such  applications,  to  beg  him  to 
ffo  on,  as  somethmg  might  turn  out  in  their 
mvour ;  for  to  stem,  would  be  their  certain 
ruin.  That  upon  Robinson's  imposing  that 
deceit  upon  them,  by  seHing  the  York 
stodc  witnout  their  knowledge,  the  exami- 
nant would  not  see  him  for  some  time,  and 
then  declared  he  would  submit  to  his  fate, 
and  make  a  discovery.  The  partners  w^e 
all  at  much  pains  to  reconcile  them,  and 
at  last  brought  them  together  at  Pontac's 
in  an  evening ;  and  upon  Robinson's  pro- 
mising to  account  for  the  said  stock,  and 
do  several  other  things  the  examinant  re- 
quired of  him,  he  was  reconciled  to  him; 
but  Robinson  never  performed  his  promise ; 
nor'  does  the  examinant  brieve  he  ever 
intended  it,  if  he  could. 

The  Examinant  being  asked  concerning 
the  dividends,  said,  Tnat  the  dividends 
were  always  declared  afier  the  books 
were  east  up,  though  not  always  balanced ; 
and  that  stmposmg  all  the  pledges  entered 
in  the  said  bodes  to  be  real,  the  examinant 
believes  the  interest  and  chafes  w- 
pearing  to  be  due  thereon,  justified  the 
dividend  declared;  but  tlutt  he  does  not 
remember  that  the  state  of  the  pledges 
was  ever  laid  before  the  general  courts 
and  tha£  the  balance  account  was  never 
produced  but  twice  to  the  general  court, 
though  sudi  an  account  was  always  made. 
That  not  one  gentleman  of  the  direction 
of  the  Corporation  ever  appeared  to  him  to 
understana  the  books  of  the  company  so 
far  as  to  have  been  able  of  themselves  to 
examine  and  balance  themi  except  Mr« 
BurrougiMk 
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Tlie  Byamhiiiit  being  asked  conoerning 
&r  Robert  Sutton's  transactions  in  the 
Chantabie  Corporation,  said.  That  though 
he  was  not,  at  the  time  that  the  company 
obtamed  the  enlargement  of  their  capital 
to  900,000^  so  free  or  ultimate  with  sir 
Robert  Sv^dn^as  to  know  from  him,  what 
hopes  he  had  for  obtaining  the  said  en* 
largement,  yet,  to  the  best  of  1^  remem- 
Imiiioe,  in  the  ead  of  March,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  1728,  captain  Burroughs 
toldtlibe  ExMninant,  as  mm  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  that  snr  Rd>ert  Sutton  had  a 
of  an  enlargement ;  that  he  recol- 
this  from  particular  circumstances 
of  pondiases  they  then  made  of  shares ; 
ana  that  sir  Robert  Sutton  bought  shares 
likewise  at  the  same  time,  which  were  put 
into  the  name  of  Mr.  Matthew  Lamb ;  and 
that  he  had  likewise  his  cation  eiren  him 
from  Burroughs  of  taking  250  uiares  out 
iif  several  parcels  bought  for  Ae  account 
of  four  at  a  low  price/;  but  sir  Robert 
never  talked  of  these  till  towards  the 
latter  end  of  June,  when  the  Examinant 
did  understand  and  believe  they  were  pos- 
sessed of  the  licence,  and  that  the  shares 
were  then  accordingly  delivered  to  him  by 
George  Robinson.  That  Uiough  the  ex- 
BBunant  does  not  recollect  that  he  had  any 
certain  notice  given  him  by  sir  Robert 
Sutton  of  their  having  had  the  licence 
thm  in  their  custody ;  >but,  on  the  con- 
traiyy  the  examinant  believes,  he,  the  ex- 
aminant, might  avoid  insinuating  any 
thing  of  it  to  him;  for. that  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  sir  Archibald  Grant,  and  c^tain 
Burroughs  only  were  supposed  to  know  it ; 
but  the  exammant  very  well  remembers, 
that  air  Robert  Sutton  knew  he  was  set 
upon  by  sir  John  Meres  at  this  time  to 
porc^iase  shares  of  him ;  because  sir  Ro- 
bert has,  as  often  as  he  saw  him,  asked 
him  about  his  success ;  -  and  when  the  ex- 
aminant had  had  success,  he  was  desired 
by  the  partners  to  acquaint  sir  Robert 
vidi  it,  imd  that  he  might  have  200  shares 
at  one  time  as  his  proportion  of  those  he 
had  so  purchased,  and  200  at  another 
time ;  and  the  examinant  further  said  sir 
Robert  had  a  third  time  200  from  the  said 
eopartners ;  but  he  believes  that  might  be 
XA  his  absence  when  he  was  abroad:  and 
die  examinant  said,  thc^  he  does  recollect, 
liut  the  licence  was- from  the  first  of  these 
transactions  in  their  possession : '  That 
tile  examinant  likewise  remembers  that 
tile  said  licence  was  kept  a  secret  for  a 
very  considerate  time,  fcom  a  drcum- 
of  Ibr.  Burroo^s'j  writing  to  air 


J(^  Meres,  that  the  s^id  licence  was  ob^ 
tained,  who  sent  him  back  in  answer,  that 
he  had  received  an  express  from  Hampton 
Court  half  an  hour  before  the  said  letter 
came:  That'the  partners  were  very  merry 
with  sir  John  Meres's  answer,  whose  pricb 
would  not  permit  him  to  declare  his  igno* 
ranee  of  what  had  paased,  though  he  had 
sustained  a  great  loss  by  parting  w^  his 
Glares:  That  Burrougns  durst  not  have 
concealed  the  licence  without  sir  Robert 
Sutton's  leave :  lliat  the  examinant  cant 
ai^rehend  from  whom  he  should  receive 
advice  of  the  licence  being  granted  for  in- 
creasing their  capital  to  600,000^  but 
from  sh-  Robert  Sutton ;  and  he  believes 
he  did  receive  it  from  him,  and  orders  to 
ffo  to  Windsor  for  it :  That  the  examinant 
did  go  to  Windsor  and  receive  it  from  Mr« 
Tilson ;  and  when  he  returned,  he  gave 
the  same  to  sir  Robert  Sutton ;  and  that 
for  some  time  nobody  who  was  concerned 
in  the  Corporation  Icnew  of  it,  except  Mr. 
Tilson,  from  whom  he  received  it,  sir 
Robert  Sutton,  the  exammant,  Mr.Squkne, 
and  Robinson,  whom  he  acquainted  witii 
it :  That  he  is  very  sure  Mr.  Squire  wai 
liot  concerned  in  soliciting  the  getting  the 
said  licence,  and  sir  Archibald  Grant  and 
Mr.  Burroughs  were  then  in  Scotland* 

That  sir  Robert  Sutton  has  often  a^ed 
him  if  the  money  could  be  lent  out  so  ^ist 
as  it  was  paid  in ;  the  examinant  informal 
him  it  might,  but  never  told  him  what  was 
lent  out ;  and  sir  Robert  never  knew  to 
the  cmitrary  but  that  the  same  was  lent 
out ;  and  that  upon  the  enlargement  for 
300,000^.  more  to  their  capital,  not  abovo 
one  third  part  was  paid  in. 

That  being  asked  upon  whose  applica- 
tion the  licences  were  obtained,  me  ex- 
aminant said  the  licence  in  17  28,  as  he, 
understood,  was  obtained  by  sir  Robert 
Sutton,  and  application  was  made  in  hit 
name  by  Mr.  Burroughs :  That  sir  Robert 
Sutton  and  Mr.  Greorge  Tilson  (who  was 
then  become  a  large  proprietiMr)  joined^ 
with  sir  Robert  in  obtaming  the  last 
licence;  and  the  reason  why  the  ex*' 
aminant  believes  Mr.  Tilson  to  be  con- 
cerned, was,  that  the  examinant  went 
to  Windsor  and  had  the  same  from  him. 

Being  asked  if  he  did  not  use  to  be  at 
the  meetings  which  were  had  by  the  di^ 
rectors  at  the  time  their  affiurs  were  be- 
fore the  Ptoliament,  the  examinant  said, 
he  never  was,  for  he  was  employed  in 
pi^ocuring  witnesses,  who  had  received 
benefit  from  the  Corporation. 

That  being  asked,  whether  he  waspra- 
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9eBtM  the  King's  Axwb  taverai  at  my 
iMMisulutioQy  what  books  of  the  Corpora- 
iion  were  proper  to  bo  laid  before  the 
House  of  CotamoDBf  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  that  House^  pending  the  petition 
Arom  the  city  of  Lonaon ;  the  examinant 
Biddy  that  when  the  order  of  the  HoMse  oi 
Commons  was  Served,  he  was  not  present 
at  the  King's  Armstavem,  or  elsewhere; 
neither  did  he  ever  hear  of  any  direction 
being  given  to  secrete  books;  but  has 
heard  the  same  gave  the  directors  a  great 
deal  of  pain  ;  and  that  Mr.  Bammghs  was 
of  opinion  to  deliver  one  l>ook  for  another; 
but  sir  Archibald  Grant  was,  as  he  heard, 
for  sending  ail  the  books  of  <Hrders,  and  the 
book  of  dividends^  which,  if  the  same  had 
been  laid  before  the  House,  the  Corpora- 
lion  at  that  time  would  have  been  br(we  up. 

Being  asked,  when  the  City's  Petition 
came  into  the  House  of  Gonunons,  how 
many  of  the  directors  knew  the  drcum- 
ftaQoes  the  Corporation  was  in ; 

The  Examinttit  said*  not  one  of  them, 
but  those  in  the  partnership;  but  has 
^ei^  told  by  Squire,  that  Mr.  Molesworth 
^d  Mr.  JacksoQ  have  mentioned  it  at  the 
hoard,  to  have  the  warehouses  'mspeded  ; 
$id  Mr.  Torriano,  about  half  a  year  before 
tiie  city  petitiORed  the  House  ot  Covunons, 
mentioned  the  same  thinff  to  the  exami- 
nant, that  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  would 
kave  a  review  made  of  the  company's 
warehouses ;  and  Mr.  Bond  has  insinuated 
thpsame  to  him,  but  said  he  did  not  under- 
^|tand  much  of  the  Coiporation's  books  ; 
but  for  the  sads&ction  of  the  proprietors, 
k  was  necessary  the  warehouses  shoufd  be 
looked  over ;  that  himself  was  satisfied, 
biit  the  persdns  he  was  endeavouring  to 
bring  in,  would  not. 

Being  asked,  if  some  of  the  directors 
had  not  paid  in  upon  their  calls  by  means 
of  petitions  certificates ; 

Tfie  £xaminant  said,  not  any  of  the 
directors  had,  but  those  who  were  in  the 
partnership; 

That  bemg  asked,  what  money,  and  to 
whom  the  same  was  given  fior  obtaining 
the  licences ; 

The  Examinant  said,  that  he  did  not 
know  of  any  money  being  given  for  ob- 
taining them,  except  that  M&.  Burroughs 
charged  800^  for  tees,  and  soliciting  the 
enlargement  to  800,000/.  and  informal  the 
^xammant  he  should  charge  the  same  for 
the  last.  . 

Being  asked,  if  any  money  was  ^en  to 
members  of  either  House  of  ftdiament  for 
fiivoui«  to  the  Corporation; 


The  Exaiwiapt  said,  Iteiw  does  not 
know  of  any  money  gtven  to  menben  for 
fiivours,  orofmoneyorsharestomemben^ 
whilst  the  cky  petition  was  under  the  con* 
sideratioa  of  parliament,  or  since  ;  or  of 
any  stock  or  mures  transfened  on  that  ao# 
counts  that  what  shares  were  sold  at  that 
time,  was  at  the  market  price  ;  and  docs 
not  rem&aber  he  ever  heard  it  talked  oS^ 
that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Coiw 
poration  to  transfer  stock  to  any  person^ 
or  heard  of  any  pecsonhaving  made  ap- 
plication for  a  gratuity  for  services  done 
them,  or  any  compbint  made  of  that 
nature:  that  there  were  net  BMre  than 
two  memben  became  proprietors  at  that 
time,  and  shares  were  uien  sold  at  5^  iis • 
5L  lOs*  and  6/.  per  share. 

Being  asked  concemmg  what  premiums 
had  been  given  for  money  borrowed  on 
Corporation  shares  or  notes  ; 

The  Examinant  said,  that  Warren  and 
others  allowed  a  premium  of  S,  4,  and  5 
per  cent,  per  annum  at  die  beginning  to 
such  persons  as  lent  money  on  CorporatioQ 
notes,  both  before  and  aner  Mr.^  Jones'a 
contract,  and  all  along  1,  2,  and  S  per 
cent,  and  that  not  100  in  1,000  was  pro* 
cuced  cheaper,  besides  his  commission,  for 
which  he  atways  exacted  IL  per  cent,  and 
never  less  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
though  it  was  borrowed  but  often  for  three 
monUis :  that  the  examinant  has  now  the 
fc^owing  claims  upon  him,  for  money  hor* 
rowed  upon  shares  by  the  peiaons  here* 
after  mentioned,  vis. 

if.  Shartg 
Gervas  Handley  -  •  •  1»900  on  dSO 
James  Pym  ....  IfiOO  190 
Mary  Shqpherd  .  -  -  1,500  ^00 
JohnGrwNry  ....  500  90O 
Thomas  ^owerdewe  i-  -  SfiOO  550 
Thomas  Miber  .  -  .  2,200  750 
William  Collier  ...  700  164 
Thomas  Mifai^r  for  Mrs. 

Smith  ....  2,000  500 
AUceFordi  .  -  -  *  SOO  ISO 
J.  IHiget  for  thei)utche68 

of  Kendal-  -.-  -5,040  1,120 
Ed.  Tomer  of  Gray's  Inn  5,000  1,4S0 
Edward  Gilbiame  ...  500  125 
Charies  Nelson  .  .  «  650  160 
Thomas  Hotchkiss     -    .     SOO  65 

Thomas  Milner     «    -    .  2,500        714 
Richard  Loving    .    -    -     900       200 

25,990     6,856 


That  the  beforeHnentifloed  peraaDB,  ex* 
oept  <iwo  or  three,  hav«  woeived  I 
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#flmDbefiHe;  aad  tkit  the  premimni  lie 
paid  iipoB  shftres  were  never  leis  than  two 
or  three  per  cent,  per  ann.  and  the  same 
veie  paid  by  sevenil  others  from  die  be- 
ginnmeyparticularly  Mr.  Robinson,  sir  Ar- 
diibald  Umnt,  and  Mr.  Burroughs,  to  a 
vei^  great  amount. 

llie  Examinaat  said.  That  he  borrowed 
2fiQ0L  of  Mr.  Mjb^  for  which  he  paid 
fami  a  prenMun  of  £  per  cent,  and  d^>o- 
sted  in  hn  hands  a  bond  of  Bhu^kwood 
and  Cathcait  for  the  like  sum,  with  in- 
tereat  at  5L  per  cent,  and,  as  a  collateral 
aecuxit^rt  gave  him  his  own  bond  for  that 


Being  asked,  if  he  had  heard  Mr.  Mann 
threaten  Mr.  Babinson  to  take  out  an  ck- 
teat  against  him ; 

The  Examinant  said.  That  he  was  pre- 
sentwhen  Mr.  Mami  threatened  George 
Rabinaon  to  take  out  an  extent  against 
hina  for  a  considerable  sum-  of  money, 
(about  the  time  the  Chy  Petition  was  pre- 
amted  to  parliament)  though  he  Imew 
RobinaoQLwas  indebtCNl  a  large  balance  to 
tke  Corporation,  he  haying  been  at  the 
boftzd  ^e  day  befim^,  when  die  account 
between  Rdnnson  and  the  Corporation 
waa  laid  be&re  them  ;  and  the  examinant 
is  poakive  Robinson  was  not  aMe  to  ba- 
lance kis  account  with  Mr.  Mann,  and 
what  aecurily  he  got  for  the  same  the  exa- 
rament  knows  not. 

Being  asked,  who  was  privy  to  Robin- 
son's and  the  examinant's  »nng  away  ; 

The  Examinant  said.  That  some  few 
d^rs  before  he  went  away,  and  believes  it 
was  the  Friday  evenine  before  he  left 
IxMidon,  (whkh  hedid^  Tuesday  even- 
ing s^^l  he  met  sir  Archfliald  Grant, 
captain  Burroughs,  and  Mr.  Squise,  by 
appointment  mde  vrith  them,  at  tne  Rose 
tarem  without  Temple  Bar  ;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  said  tavern,  he  found  them 
all  three  there ;  and  afl^^r  a  great  deal  of 
oeonreraatton,  wherein  was  set  forth  .the 
fiitare  advantages  that  might  arise  to  them 
from  tfafaiga  they  were  possessed  of,  parti- 
cularly from  Toik  buildings  stock,  mul 
mines  in  Scotland  and  Norway,  provided 
they  could  be  maintained  to  be  their  right, 
oonl  die  storm  wfatch  threatened  the 
paftnersh^  wasUovn  over ;  that  the^  esk- 
g/tgtd  tint  all  their  lives  they  would  divide 
the  last  ibiBing  with  him :  that  all  this 
paaod  in  <9onvoesatkin,  attd  a  great  deal 
nme,  irhicii  the  examinant  could  not  re- 
»  witlMiitev«r  any  of  them  dmcdy 
liie  aeoessky  of  his  going 
Mr*  9<fnK  and  Mr.  Bur- 


f0iighs  kft  die  rooni,  and  sir  ArdiibaM 
Grant  told  him,  that  they  had  thoagfatit 
the  best  way  for  &im  to  discharge  them 
one  by  one  veibelly,  to  which  no  person 
should  be  wkhess,  that  they  might  be  at 
liberty  to  swear,  that  they  were  not  in^ 
dd[>tedto  him;  and  that  none  of  them 
would  advise  him  to  go  abroad,  that  they 
might  swear  they  never  had  advised  it,  nor 
was  in  any  eoaoert  about  the  same :  that 
upon  his  asking  sir  Archibald  the  proper* 
est  place  to  retire  to,  sir  Ardiibaid  said^ 
if  lie  was  in  his  place  he  would  eo  to 
Russia,  having  a  brother  established  there  i 
that  the  examinant  discharged  him  ver- 
bally in  the  manner  desired,  and  he  left 
die  room,  and  Mr.  Squire  and  Mr.  Bmr* 
roughs  came  in  one  after  another,  and  tho 
examinant  did  the  same  by  diem,  express* 
ing  the  several  things  tliey  were  jdiidy 
concerned  in:  that  when  taay  came  all  to- 
gether agaih  th^  did  not  observe  the 
same  caution,  for  sir  Archibald  advised 
the  examinant  to  take  a  proper  care  of  hia 
papers,  and  Mr.  Burroughs  advised  him  to 
bcom  all,  as  they  must  afterwards  depend 
upon  one  another's  honour.  After  diia 
the  examinant  begun  to  nm  into  a  detail 
of  the  cause  of  the  misfortune,  and  cast  re* 
flections  upon  them,  by  wl^di  die  «xami* 
nant  was  m  a  passion,  and  left  them,  widi* 
out  taking  leave  or  bidding  them,  adieu : 
that  the  Tuesday  following  Richard  Wool- 
ley  (bein^  acquainted  b^  Mr.  Squire  of 
the  examinant's  res<^tion  to  go  abroad) 
called  upon  the  examinant  at  the  office 
upon  Lawrence  Pountn^  Hill,  the  day  ho 
left  London,  and  there  received  a'  v^obal 
discharge,  in  die  manner  the  others  had 
done ;  and,  as  a  consideration  for  tha 
same,  be,  to  the  best  of  diis  exanninantfs 
remembrance,  paid  him  a  shiMing.* 

Ri<^ard  Boswordi  (^derk  to  George 
Rdbinson)  being  examined  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  said,  diat  Edward  Ttmier 
of  Grays  Inn,  esq*  lent  some  time  ago 
lOfiOOl.  South  Sea  stock  to  his  master 
George  Robinson,  for  which  10,0001^  Cha^ 
ritabie  Corporation  notes  were  depoaitad 
in  the  said  Turner's  hands,  whidi,  on  a 
contract  agreed  upon,  wa*e  to  be  returned 
to  Robinson ;  and  at  die  same  time  a  pre* 
miuBm  of  1  per  cent,  was  given  to  Mr. 
Tomer  when  die  said  stock  was  lent: 
that  Hiomas  Wan*en  negotiated  afanost  aH 
die  notes  diat  passed  be^i^ee&Turtter  and 
R(d)inson,  and  Mr.  Turner  was  nat  wiUiog 
to  transact  any  thing  w4diout  him :  that 
if  th^  said  notes  were  made  ^  six  months, 
or  upon  fvQsh  notes  or  fenevab^  dia  t  fOT 
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cent,  preminm  was  first  deducted,  and 
notes  nave  been  renewed  three  or  four 
times;  and  has  often  heard  his  master 
say,  that  Warren  had  1  per  cent,  com- 
mission for  all  notes  negociated  by 
him. 

Thomas  Hodgson  (clerk  to  George 
RG^inson)  being  examined  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  said,  that  an  account  be- 
tween John  lliomson  and  Geoive  Ro- 
binson was  examined  by  him  and  Thomas 
Jjes&f  but  was  taken  from  him  before  the 
same  was  balanced :  and  further  said,  that 
he  remembers  ^r.  Warren  has  borrowed 
money  for  Mr.  Robinson  of  Edward  Tur^ 
ner,  esq.  of  Grays  Inn,  and  others,  on 
Corporation  notes,  and  he  was  allowed  a 
premium. of  1^  per  cent,  besides  the  in- 
terest of  5  per  cent,  which  the  notes  car- 
ried f  exclusive  of  Warren's  commission) 
and  tne  premium  used  to  be  deducted  on 
borrowing  the  same;  and  that  several 
others,  whom  the  examioant  could  not  re- 
member, had  premiums;  and  it  never  ^- 
peared  .to  him,  that  greater  premiums 
were  given;  and  if  the  persons  kept  the 
notes  the  twelve  months,  upon  renewal, 
the  1  per  cent,  was  allowed.  And  he  fur- 
ther said,  that  he  had  drawn  out  sundry 
accounts  between  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr. 
Robert  Mann,  and  is  positive  Mr.  Mann 
had  1  per  cent,  premium  allowed  on  the 
notes  which  Robinson  borrowed  money 
on ;  but  what  was  allowed  on  shares  the 
examinant  knows  not,  he  having  never 
made  a  balance  to  any  general  accounts : 
and  also  the  examinant  has  frequently 
drawn  notes,  in  the  nature  of  contracts, 
between  Mr,  Mann  and  Robinson,  pro- 
mising the  repayment  of  money  with  in- 
terest, upon  returning  the  securities 
lodged  wiUi  the  said  Mr.  Mann.  And  he 
fiirSier  said,  that  there  had  been  several 
negotiations  of  shares  at  a  high  price  be- 
tween Robinson  and  Mann,  and  Kobinson 
has  bought  shares  at  a  high  price,  and 
given  his  note  to  take  them  at  a  ftiture 
time,  which  note  carried  interest,  though 
the  aecurity  was  in  Mr.  Mann's  hands. 

And  the  Examinant  said,  tliat  several 
of  the  notes  Mr.  Mann  had  from  Ro- 
binson, have  been  paid  away  by  him  at 
Chelsei,  and  directed  by  Mr.  Roger 
Gathome  (Mr.  Mann's  clerk)  to  Ko- 
iHpson  in  Lombard  street  for  present  pay- 
ment, with  interest  thereon,  whiph  have 
come  to  Robinson  before  the  same  were 
due;  but  believes  when  Mr.  Mann  took 
the  notes,  Rcbinson  used  to  rive  him  his 
pote  td  pay  tlmn  at  Uiree  or  six 


months,  as  the  same  was  agreed  on  be- 
tween them. 

That  bemg  asked,  if  Mr.  Mann  had  not 
threatened  to  take  out  an  extent  against 
Robinson, 

The  Examinant  said,  that  about  ten  or 
^twelve  months  before  Robinson  went 
away,  Mr.  Mann  came  to  Robinson 'a 
house  in  Lombard  street,  and  asked  i£  he 
was  at  home;  the  examinant  informed 
him  he  was  not ;  JMr.  Mann  asked,  what 
Robinson  meant  by  it,  for  he  had  pro- 
mised to  pay  him  3  or  4,000/.  a^d  that  if 
he  had  not  the  same  in  a  few  days,  he 
would  take  out  an  extent  against  him;, 
and  the  examinant  by  thiat  apfMrehended 
the  same  was  public  money. 

Mr.  Roger  Gathome  (clerk  to  Mr- 
Mann,  as  paymaster  of  Chelsea  hospital ) 
beii^  examined  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, said,  that  he  had  ^d  away  Corpora- 
tion notes  to  the  amount  of  S  or  4,000/. 
to  persons  who  buy  the  pensioners  money ; 
but  never  paid  them  away  till  near  due, 
and  xurderwrit  them  to  George  Robinson 
in  Lombard  street  for  payment ;  and  they 
were  aa  current  as  money  at  that  time, 
and  never  had  but  one  brought  back, 
which  was  about  the  time  that  Robinson 
failed:  the  examinant  wrote  to  the  man 
who  bad  the  note,  to  eo  to  the  Corpo- 
ration for  payment ;  and  if  they  did  not 
pay  it,  to  bring  the  same  to  him :  the  par- 
son brought  the  note,  and  he  paid  it. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  baronet,  being  ex-; 
amined  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  said, 
the  premiums  he  paid  for  money  bor- 
rowed on  shares  were  7  per  cent,  which 
were  deducted  when  the  money  was  lent ; . 
and  upon  continuing  them  for  a  farther, 
time,  he  paid  th^  same. 

Being  asked,  to  whom  he  had  paid  pre- 
miums ;  said,  to  coL  Westell ;  to  whom  he 
is  now  indebted  about  2,000^  and  does  not 
know  of  any  others. 

Mr.  John  Venables,  accomptant  to  the 
Charitable  Corporation,  being  examined 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  »ud,  that  he . 
was  appointed  accomptant  in  July,  1731  : 
that  some  time  before  Michaelmas  then 
next,  he  was  told  by  Wainwright,  j(who 
had  formerly  been  accomptant)  that  he 
was  to  make  out  an  account  half  yearly 
of  the  interest  due  on  pledges  standinj^ 
out,  in  order  to  make  a  divi&nd* 

That  he  did  make  up  such  an  account 
according  to  the  instructions  Wainwright 
had  given  him  (as  he  apprehended)  and 
therebv  calculated  interest  on  idl  pledges, 
after  tfie  rate  of  10/*  per  cent  to  the  1st 
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of  April  1751.    TTiat,  from  the  said  Ist 
of  April,  1781,  he  calculated  interest  on 
the  pledges  above  500/.  at  6L  per  cent. ; 
from  100/.  to  500/.  at  7/.  per  cent ;  from 
20/.  to  100/.  at  8/.  per  cent.;  and  alK 
under  90/.  at  10/.  per  cent ;  and  that  he 
l^oa^t  the  account  to  Spring  Grarden,  in 
order  to  lay  before  the  Conmuttee.    That 
the  General  Court  and  Committee  being 
up  before  he  arrived,  and  seeing  captain 
MdeswoTtfa  and  Mr.  Beake  in  Spring  Gar- 
den, shewed  them  the  above  account,  and 
declared  to  ^em  his  apprehensions,  that 
&K  said  account  was  not  to  be  depended 
on,  for  that  he  had  calculated  interest  for 
abofve  3,000/.  ^i^ch  was  in   Thomson's 
hands  on  account  of  sales,  and  had  been 
8o  some  years ;  and  also  understood  that 
Thomson  had  above  6,000/.  in  his  hands 
<m  former  sales,  which,  not,being  brooght 
to  account  in  the  Corporation  books,  he 
had  carried  on  the  interest  as  standing 
oat ;  and  also  that  near  one-third  of  the 
capkal  was  now  standing  out  at  6/.  per 
cent. ;  and  that,  if  the  dividend  was  6/. 
per  cent.,  the  company  would  be  no  saber 
by  ^at  money.    That  the  said  genuemen 
seemed  thereupon  surprised,  and  captain 
I^folesworth    aesired   the   examinant    to 
iBftke  an  estimate  agtunst  the  next  day  of 
tfa^  amount  of  the  pledges  above  500/. 
liuch  he  did.    That  the  next  morning 
hdkre  ten,  sir  Robert  Sutton  and  captain 
MoleaworUi  came  to  the  house  in  the  city ; 
that    sir    Robert   went   immediately   to 
llMNmson,  and  the  examinant  has  heard, 
a2id  beiieves,  that  Thomson,  though  sick, 
was  brought  before  the  Committee,  and 
that  he  was  oidered  to  make  up  his  ac- 
coant  of  sales:  That  Thomson,  against  the 
next  cmnmittee  day,  did  prepare  such  an 
account,  and  laid  before  them ;  and  cap- 
tain Molesworth  brought  the  account  to 
the  examinant,  and  afterwards  fetched 
Thomson  into  his  office,  who  thelreupon 
dec^ired,  that  he  owed  the  company  no- 
thing, for  that  he. had  accounted  for  the 
I     sales  by  redemptions,  and  so  paid  interest 
{      fior  all  the  money  to  the  time  of  payment ; 
and  that  the  company  were   no  losers: 
bat  owned  it  was  irregular,  and  promised 
it  ^Kmld  be  so  no  more.    That  the  first 
committee  day  after  such  general  court, 
(he  examidant  was  tdd  by  the  Committee, 
tiiat  he  had  mistaken  his  instructions,  for 
tliat  it  was  never  intended,  that  pledges 
aaode  before  the  1st  ef  April,  1731,  should 
be  mduded  in  the  above  calculation,  but 
only  such  as  were  made  since.    That  as 
tibe  FMi^nent  was  incUaablc  to  settle  the 


rates,  so  they  would  allow  to  the  borrower 
21,  per  cent,  on  all  pledges  in  eeneral 
above  20/.  and  that  all  pledges  before  die 
1st  of  April,  1731,  above  20/.  should  be 
cast  up  at  8/.  per  cent  '  Thst  he  altered, 
the  account  according  to  the  above  Reso- 
lution, and  believes  that  sir  Robert*  Si^ 
ton's  and  Mr.  Molesworth's  earnestness 
was  the  reason  of  Thomson's  going  off. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Wainwright,  b^ng  ex- 
amined in  the  most  solemn  manner,  said. 
That  he  was  appointed  cashier  in  the 
month  of  June,  1731,  in  the  room  of  Mr* 
William  Tench,  deceased ;  that  he  a{^e- 
hends  the  Corporation  never  divided  mora 
than  the  real  profits,  supposing  all  the  * 
pledges  to  be  good :  But  the  Committee 
nave  sometimes  declared  the  dividend  be- 
fore the  accoui^t  has  been  made  out ;  and 
that  he,  when  accomptant,  used  to  make 
up  an  account  half  yearly  from  the  pledge 
books  of  the  interest  and  charges  atie  on 
pledges  standing  out,  which  was  necessary  N 
m  (mler  to  compute  the  dividend;  and 
that  the  dutv  of  his  office,  when  accompt.^ 
ant,  was  to  keep  the  transfer  books,  stock 
ledgers,  pledge  Dooks,  make  out  the  divi- 
dend warrants,  and  when  the  proprietors 
paid  in  upon  their  shares,  to  give  them 
credit  in  the  stock  ledgers,  and  a  general 
ledger.  That  the  examinant  computed 
interest  on  about  6,000/.  in  Hiomson's 
hands  on  account  of  the  two  last  sales, 
which  had  never  regularly  been  broi^t 
to  account :  And  the  examinant  and  Mr. 
Venables  designed  to  take  an  opportuni^ 
to  acquaint  captain  Molesworth  of  the 
larj^  sum  of  money  in  Thomson's  hands, 
which  he  had  received  on  account  of  sales. 

That  he  used  to  compute  the  interest 
on  pledges  and  notes  for  the  half  yearly 
dividenc^  and  carried  it  to  the  Committee; 
and,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  tha 
total  sum  of  interest  and  chai^;es  on  un- 
redeemed pledges  and  notes  not  due,  were 
not  entered  in  any  book. 

Captain  William  Burroughs  being  ex- 
amined in  the  most  solemn  maoiier,  said. 
That  he  was  not  certain  to  a  month  when 
he  received  the  licence  in  1728,  but  re- 
members he  produced  the  same  at  the 
Board  the  next  general  meeting;  and  is 
positive  he  never  shewed  it  to  sur  Robert 
Sutton ;  and  believes  be  was  abroad  when 
the  examinant  received  the  same  i  That  it 
was  known  to  a  greai  many  gentlemen 
when  they  obtained  it,  and  beheves  most 
of  the  proprietors  knew  of  the  applkatioa 
for  the  same. 

Your  Committee  observe,  lliat  by  the 
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accoQot  staled,  and  said  to  be  balanced  b 
Jttne»  I7SI9  between  sir  Archibald  Grant 
and  J<^  ThcNuson,  the  balance  appears 
to  be  4fS7L  4ss.  6|(^  But  hy  another  ac- 
count made  up  by  the  said  Thomsony  and 
laid  before  your  Conunittee  to  make  good 
his  assertion,  that  the  former  account  was 
GoUusire ;  the  balance  due  to  him  appears 
to  be  16,358^  11^  Hd, 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee  by 
an  account  laid  before  them  by  Mr.  Jdbn 
Harrison,  that  the  total  of  goods  that  have 
ever  been  pledged  at  their  house  in  Lon- 
don to  the  16th  of  October  1731,  was 
994,688i*  18«.  Id.  of  which  it  impears, 
by  Uie  note  book  and  general  leader  of 
the  said  Corpinration,  that  there  had  been 
issued  notes  on  the  said  pledges,  signed 
by  the  cashier,  to  the  amount  m  618,451  /. 
16^. ;  and  that  there  had  been  received 
lor  principal  money  on  part  of  the  said 
plec^ies  by  redemptions  and  sales  598^628^ 
6#.  ^d.  And  that  there  has  been  paid 
for  disehargmg  the  principal  of  part  or  the 
said  notes  518,469^  6«.  So  that  there 
remains  due  for  principal  money  lent 
396,060/.  Us.  Sid.  And  there  is  re- 
maining due  xm  the  said  notes  principal 
money  99,982/.  besides  44,000/.  bonds 
exchanffed  for  notes  due :  That  to  answer 
the  said  sum  of  396,060/.  Us.  S^d.  be- 
fore-mentioned, and  interest,  .the  goods 
pledged  in  the  wardiouscs  belonging  to 
the  said  house,  did  not,  on  the  16th  of 
October^  1731,  exceed  40,000/. :  so  that 
Aere  must  have  been  lent  on  fictitious 
pledges  356,060/.  Us.  Sid. 

Your  C<Hnmi€tee  observe,  that  of  the 
Committee  chosen  the  25th  of  Obtober, 
J725,  nr  Robert  Sutton,  Dennis  Bond, 
esq«,  and  Archibald  Grant,  esq.  (now  sir 
Ardiibald)  continued  to  act  to  the  end: 
And  that  William  Burroughs*  esq«  suc- 
ceeded Jimefh  Grascoigne,  esq.  the  5th  of 
Mi^y  1726;  and  that  sir  Tliomas  Mack- 
worth,  bart.  succeeded  sir  Fisher  Tench; 
and  Robert  Mann,  esq.  succeeded  William 
Oaker,  esq,  the  22nd  of  December  1726 ; 
aad  that  the  said  William  Oaker  succeeded 
sir  :Th<Hna8  Mackworth,  the  22nd  of  Dec 
1727 ;  and  that  William  Aislabie,  esq.  suc- 
ceeded the  said  William  Oaker ;  and  the 
honourable  Walter  Molesworth,  esq.  suc- 
ceeded sir  John  Meres  the  2drd  of  Decem- 
ber 1729. 

Your  Committee  have  now  gone  through 
the  several  matters  referred  to  them,,  and 
lay  thjtt  their  final    Report  before 
House. 


Resolutions  thereon.']  After  the  reading 
of  the  said  Report,  the  House  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions : 


1.  <<  That  it  aippean  to  this  Hc^use, 
That  many  notorious  breaches  of  trust 
have  beeii  committed,  and  many  indirect 
and  fraudulent  practices  carried  on,  for 
some  years  last  past,  by  persons  concerned 
in  the  direction  andmanagement  of  the  Cha- 
ritable CorporatioB  for  rdief  of  industrious 
Poor,  by  assistinff  them  with  small  sums, 
i^on  pledges,  at  Wal  interest. 

2.  <'  That  sir  Robert  Sutton,  knight  of 
the  bath,  one  of  the  Committee  for  manag- 
ing the  affiurs  of  the  said  Corporation,  Ins 
been  guilty  of  a  neriect  or  ^ty  in  the 
management  of  the  amdrs  of  the  said  Cor- 
poration. 

3.  *^  That  sir  Archibdd  Grant,  hart, 
one  other  of  the  said  Conmiittee,.  has  been 
guilty  of  many  notorious  breaches  of  trust, 
and  many  indirect  and  fraisdident  prac« 
tices  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  affiins  of 
the  said  Corporation. 

4.  <*  That  Dennis  Bond,  esq^  one  other 
of  the  said  Committee,  has^bmi  guilty  of 
a  neglect  of  dufy  in  tiie  management  of 
the  affiurs  of  the  said  Corporation. 

5.  <<  That  William  Burroughs,  esq.  one 
other  of  the  said  Conunittee,  has  been 
guilty  of  many  notorious  breaches  of  trusty 
and  many  inidirect  and  fraudulent  prac- 
tices, in  the  management  of  the  affiurs  of 
the  said  Corporation.    • 

6.  "  That  William  Squire,  one  of  the 
assistants  for  managing  the  affinn  of  the^ 
said  Corporation,  isgiSty  of  many  notori- 
ous breaches  of  trust,  and  many  indirect 
and  fraudulent  practices  in.  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affiurs  of  the  said  Corporation. 

7.  ^^  That  George  Robinson,-  late  cir- 
culating cashier  to  the  said  Corporation, 
has  been  guilty  (^many  notorioos  breaches 
of  trust,  and  many  incurect  and  fraudulent 
practices,  in  the  management  of  the  affiurs 
of  the  said  Corporation. 

8.  ^<  That  John  Thomson,  late  ware- 
house-keeper to  the  said  Corporation,  hais 
been  gifilty  of  many  notorious  breaches  oC 
trust,  and  many  indirect  and  fraudident 
practices,,  in  the  management  of  the  afinia 
of  the  said  Corporation. 

9.  <'  That  Richard  WoUey,  broker,  and 
assistant  to  the  said  John  Thomaoa,  has 
been  guilty  of  many  indirect  and  fmudu* 
lent  practices,  in  relatioato  the  aSaira  of 

the  I  the  saidCorporadon.    • 

10.  «  Th^  Thomas  Warren,  broker, 
and  assistant  to  the  said  John  Thomsoo^ 
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btt  been  giulty  oimukv  indirect  and  frau- 
^bfimt  practices,  in  rdation  to  the  afiun 
of  the  nid  Corporation.^ 

DsBAtB  in  the  Commons  concerning  a 
BM  ioprecent  the  i'nfamous  Practice  of 
Stockjobbing.]  April  30.  An  engrossed 
Bin,  <  To  prevent  &e  infamous  practice  of 
*  Stookjclibing/  was  read  the  tnird  time, 
and  %  moti<m  being  made.  That  die  Bill 
do  pass ;  the  same  was  opposed  by 

Mr.GAintTiZfe,  who  stood  up,  and  qpoke 
asfoUowB: 

Mr.  Speaker  ^— There  is,  in  my  opinicm, 
a  veiT  great  hardriiip  to  be  put,  by  the  Bill 
now  b^ore  us,  upon  the  proprietors  of  the 
puMie  funds.  As  the  law  now  stands, 
a  gentleman  may  sell  his  estate,  a  merchant 
m*  tradesman  may  sell  his  goods,  every 
nao  may  dii^>oee  of  his  property  by  a  bar- 
gain for  time,  or  in  whatever  manner  he 
pleases:  but  by  this  Bill  the  creditors  of 
the  public,  those  who  have  put  their  trust 
ind^  public  faith,  are  to  be  laid  under  a 
particular  restramt ;  a  restraint  which  they 
were  no  way  8id>ject  to  when  they  lent 
dieir  money  to  the  public ;  and  from  nence- 
feth  th^  must  not  dispose  of  their  pro* 
pertyybutm  the  particular  manner  by  this 
tefl  prescribed. 

I  am,  Sir,a»  great  an  enemy  to  stockjob- 
bing as  any  gentleman  in  this'  House,  and 
for  preventing  that  pernicious  practice  I 
dudl  be  fflad  to  join  in  any  measures,  which 
are  not  destructive  to  public  credit,  and  in* 
jmrioos  to  private  persons,  with  respect  to 
the  free  use  of  tfaeur  property  :  but,  as  I 
think  the  measures  proposed  by  i\m  Bill 
wffl  certainly  be  destructive  of  the  one, 
and  injurious  to  the  other,  therefore  I  can- 
not let  it  puss,  without  taking  the  liberty 
of  ofiermg  my  objections  agEunst  it. 

It  is  in  all  cases  a  greatliardship  put 
upon  people,  to  subject  them  to'  penalties, 
wmcl^inay  often  b;^  meer  ignorance  be  in- 
curred :  but  in  this  case,  the  hardship  is 
the  greater,  because  there  are  many  pro- 
prietors of  the  public  funds,  particularly 
women,  who  cannot  be  presumed  to  be 
leadersof  acts  of  parliament:  they  put  an 
entire  confidence  in  their  brokers,  and,  if 
the  broker  happens  to  neglect  some  of  die 
ftraie  prescribed,  the  most  innocent  per- 
sona may  be  broughtunder  great  penalties. 
N^,  I  naay  si^,  tnat  if  this  Bill  passes  into 
a  law,  it  will  always  be  in  die  power  of  two 
or  liiree  brdcers,  to  subject  those  diat  em- 
plogrlfaeni  to  the  severe  penalties  to  be 
CM<^ed  by  dii$  BiQ  ;   for  tf  two  brokers 

[VOL.  IX.] 


should  combine  together,  and  enterin  thei# 
books  a  bargain  for  time,  as  made  between 
two  of  their  correspondents,  they  mieht 
easOy  get  a  third  person  to  combine  with 
them,  and  to  hiform  against  the  presumed 
buyer  and  seller  ;  the  brokers  books  sworn 
to  by  the  brokers,  whom  they  usually  em- 
ployed, would  be  a  strong  proof  against 
them ;  and  thus  two  innocent  men  might 
be  brought  to  suffer  severely  for  an  a^^ree* 
ment^  iWiich  had  never  entered  into  eit^or 
of  their  heads. 

It  often  hi^pens,  Sir,  that  a  gentteman^ 
who  foresees  that  he  shall  have  use  for  hia 
money  in  three  ot  ftnnr  months  tone,  is 
well  satisfied  widi  the  price  his  stock  then 
bears  ;  he  cannot  then  sell  out  his  stock  fi>r 
ready  money,  because  he  does  not  know 
what  to  do  with  his  money  in  die  meaa 
time:  but  as  the  law  now  stands,  he  may 
take  advantage  of  the  then  current  price 
of  stock,  he  may  sell  it  out  at  thai 
price,  or  perhaps  at  an  advanced  price 
to  be  deliyered  only  when  he  knows  hp 
shall  have  occasion  wr  the  money ;  this  he 
acquaints  his  broker  of,  and  the  woker  may 
probably  find  him  out  a  man  who  likes  the 
then  current  price,  and  expects  money  td 
be  thrown  into  his  hands  in  three  or  fbur 
months,  which  he  resolves  to  employ  in 
that  fund :  in  this  case  the  bu3ring  and  See- 
ing for  dme  is  convenient  for  both,  and  it 
is  not  to  be  quesdoned,  but  that  many  are 
encouraged  to  become  purchaser^  of  stock 
upon  this  very  account ;  therefore  the  for^ 
bidding  of  any  such  agreement  for  the  fix- 
ture, wUl  not  only  prove,  to  be  an  inoon«> 
venience  to  many,  who  are  now  possessed 
oi  stock,  but  will  prevent  some  p^i^e  be» 
coming  purchasers,  which,  of  consequence, 
will  do  harm  to  the  pubHc  credit  of  the 
nation. 

It  is  wdl  known,  Sir,  diat  the  chief aiip* 
port  of  the  credit  of  our  public  ftinds  it 
owing  to  the  ready  access  people  have,  at 
all  times,  to  the  money  they  have  ther^ 
lodged:  but  this  ready  access  wfll,  by 
this  bill,  be  made  very  precarious  to  all 
those,  who  shall  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
sen  at  once  all  die  proper^  they  have  in 
any  particidar  fund :  for,  if  the  purchaser 
should  faU  to  comply  with  kis  agreement 
the  seller  cannot,  upon  the  tnmsfer-day, 
compound  the  difference  with  him,  and  seH 
out  nis  stock  to  another,  in  order  to  raise 
the  money  he  has  immediate  use  for :  no, 
he  must  sue  die  man  he  sells  to,  and  for 
that  end  he  must  make  a  transfer  of  hi^ 
stock,  which  transfer  must  stand  upon  the 
bo(4cs  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the 
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•ttit ;  he  ea^not  in  the  mean  time  sell  his 
vto^k  to  another,  for  if  he  did  bo,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  shew  at  the  trial,  that  he 
had  made  a  specifical  performance  on  his 

r:,  and  consequently  ne  would  certainly 
nonsuited,  fuid  obliged  to  pay  costs. 
Ihls,  Sir,  will  be  a  most  intolerfd)le  griev- 
ai>ce  upon  all  the  proprietors  of  our  pub- 
lie  funos,  and  will  make  many  of  them  re- 
solve to  turn  their  money  to  some  other 


use. 


I  must  be  of  opinion,  that  the  making  a 
law  to  prevent  men'«  coming  to  an  amicable 
copuposition  c^  any  difference  that  may  be 
between  them,  seems  to  me  something  ex- 
traordinary. This  will  be  such  a  discou- 
ragement, that  no  man,  I  believe,  will 
«huse  to  become  a  purchaser  of  any  of  our 
fiinds,  when  he  knows  that  he  cannot  afler- 
w^ds  seU  out  his  stock,  without  exposing 
himself  to  the  danger  of  being  involved  in 
|i  law  suit,  to  which  he  is  by  mw  expressly 
prohibited  to  put  any  end  by  an  amicable 
agreement :  and  if  a  purchaser  should,  by 
any  disa^ointment,  be  disabled  to  coo^y 
with  the  purchase  he  had  made,  but  was 
willing  to  pay  down,  in  ready  money,  the 
difference^  which  might  not,  perhaps, 
amount  to  five  pounds,  it  would  be  ver^ 
hard  to  obliee  him  to  stand  out  a  law  suit 
to  the  very  last,  which  would  cost  him,  at 
least,  treble  that  money. 

That  clause.  Sir,  of  obliging  a  man  to 
ipiswer  upon  oath,  in  a  case  where  great 
penalties  may  be  incurred,  seems  likewise 
to  me  to  be  a  very  new  and  a  very  extraor- 
.dinary  sort  of  clause ;  for  it  is  no  way 
consonant  to  the  spirit  of  our  laws,  to 
i>b]ige  any  man  to  accuse  himself:  and  as 
it  lays  a  foundation  for  every  person,  that 
is  inclined  to  be  malicious,  to  bring  a  Bill 
in  Chancery  ag^nst  any  man,  who  is  or 
€ver  was  possessed  of  any  of  the  public 
funds ;  it  will  consequently  be  a  great  dis- 
couragement to  any  man's  becoming  a 
purchaser,  or  continuing  to  be  a  proprietor 
of  those  funds,  and  will  of  course  tend  to 
the  destruction  of  all  public  credit. 

Another  hardship  I  shall  take  notice  of, 
is,  Sir,  that  if  this  Bill  passes,  no  man  for 
the  future  can  employ  a  merchant  to  buy 
or  seU  stock  for  him ;  for  if  a  merchant 
should  be  em|^oyed  osjt  shoidd  charge 
commission  for  his  trouble,  he  would  incur 
some  of  the  penalti^  of  this  Bill ;  unless 
he  kept  a  regular  book,  and  fairly  entered 
therein  all  such  transactions,  in  the  ^ame 
auumer  as  brokers  are  by  this  BDl  obliged 
iodo. 

J^  Ihetet  Skf  are  hardshipsi  which  I 


think  the  creditors  of  the  public  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  to,  and  therefore  I  cannot 

fVe  my  consent  to  the  passing  of  this  BilL 
would  sooner  have  taken  notice  of  these 
things,  but  therdiappened  to  be  such  a 
noise  and  disturbance  in  the  House,  both 
upon  the  second  reading  of  this  BiU,  and 
likewise  whai  it  was  in  the  Committee^ 
that  I  could  not  expect  to  be  heard ;  and 
therefore  I  did  not  then  rise  up  to  say  ttoty 
thing  against  it« 

Mr.  Glanville  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bowles ;  and  backed  by 

Sir  George  Caswally  as  follows, 

Mr.  Speaker, — It  is  evident,  tha^  thte 
Bill  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  all 
the  proprietors  or  stealers  in  any  of  our 
public  securities :  the  words  of  it  are  so 
general,  that  I  do  not  know  but  that  even 
navy  bills,  and  contracts  for  burnishing  the 
navy  with  provisions^  will  be  comprSien- 
dcd;  and  if  they  are,  the  usual  ^ way  of 
dealing  in  such  amiirs  will  be  entirely  pre- 
ventec^  which  may  be  of  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  the  nati<m;  for  it  is  well  known» 
that  those  who  contract  for  furnishing  the 
navy  with  provisions,  seldom  or  never  have 
as  much  money  of  their  own,  as  is  sufficient 
for  making  good  the  contracts  they  enter 
into.  It  is  usual  for  a  man  who  has  not 
perhaps  10,000/.  of  his  own,  to  contract 
for  furnishing  the  navy,  with  40,000^  wordt 
of  provisions ;  and  in  such  cases  the  me- 
thod always  hitherto  observed  is,  for  the 
contractor,  as  soon  as  he  has  made  suc^ 
contract,  to  go  to  some  monied  man,  who 
furnishes  him  with  what  money  he  stands 
in  need  of,  upon  his  becoming  bound  for 
the  money  advanced  with  interest  from  the 
date ;  and  oblij^ing  himself  to  deliver  navj 
bills,  at  the  nnce  then  agreed  on,  eoual  to 
the  principal  money  then  advancea,  and 
the  mterestthat  shall  in  the  meantime  grow 
due. 

These  bills.  Sir,  I  look  on  as  public  se- 
curities, because  they  are  generally  everj 
year  provided  for  by  parliament;  and 
therefore  I  take  them  to  De  within  the  ge- 
neral words  of  this  Bill ;  and  as  all  bw^ 
bills  vary  a  great  deal  in  their  price,  inso- 
much. Sir,  Uiat  I  have  known  tnem  at  4&f. 
per  cent,  discount,  it  will  for  the  future  be 
impossible  for  those,  who  contract  for  fur- 
nisning  the  navy  with  provisions,  to  enter 
into  any  such  agreement  mth  any  monied 
man  whatever ;  consequently  no  man  can 
hereafter  contract  fbr  furnishing  the  navy^ 
with  more  provisions  thaahe  can  purchase 
with  his  own  moneyi  which  vrill  of  ciMirsQ 
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make  the  proriding  for  the  nawmuch 
more  difficult  than  heretofore.  ThjS)  Sir, 
is  one  veiy  great  inconvenience  which  liiust 
arise  from  wis  Bill ;  but  there  are  so  many 
others,  that  in  my  c^pinion,  the  title  of  tfaie 
Bill  ought  to  to  be  altered,  and  instead  of 
calling  it  a  Bill  ^  preventing  the  scanda- 
lous practice  of  stock-jobbing,  it  ought  to 
be  caUed  a  Bill  for  the  destroying  of  public 
credit. 

Sir  John  Barnard  stood  up  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  and  said, 

Mn  Speaker; — I  did  not  offer,  Sir,  to 
rise  u^  sooner,  because  as  we  are  now  upon 
the  thud  reading  of  tins  Bill,  against  which 
there  were  few  or  no  objections  made  in 
any  part  of  its  progress  through  this  House, 
I  was  willing  to  hear  all  the  objections  that 
were  to  be  made  against  it,  before  I  rose 
up  to  answer ;  that  I  might  thereby  give 
joa  as  little  trouble  as  possible.  I  am  in- 
deed,  surprized  to  hear  any  gentleman  say, 
that  there  was  upon  any  occasson  such  a 
noise  in  the  House  that  he  could  not  be 
lieard :  it  is  true,  when  a  Bill  is  passing, 
which  is  thouffht  to  be  a  Bill  of  course, 
there  are  but  tew  gentlemen  give  great  at- 
teation  to  it;  and  upon  such  occasions, 
when  gentlemen  are  not  otherwise  em- 
ployed, th^  will  fall  a  talking  with  one 
another,  whidi  must  of  course .  occasion 
florae  little  noise  in  the  House :  but  every 
gentleman  knows,  that  upon  any  such  occa- 
aion,  Soever  inclines  to  speak  to  the  Bill 
in  hand,  may  rise  up  and  call  to  the  chair. 
It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  chair  to  order 
alence,  and  then  the  House  will  become 
attentive  to  the  gentleman  who  is  toq>eak. 
*^i8  is  the  method  of  proceeding  in  this 
House ;  and  this.  Sir,  you  have  alwava 
taken  a  proper  care  to  see  punctually 
observed.  ' 

I  wuh.  Sir,  with  all  my  heart,  that  the 
gentlemen  had  made  their  objeeti<ms  to 
duB  BiHf  whoi  it  was  be&)re  the  Commit- 
tee ;  for  then  it  might  have  been  made  to 
their  own  liking,  if  it  be  possible  to  mak^ 
any  each.  BUI  to  their  liking*  When  any 
BiU  is  brou^  into  this  House,  it  is  usucJ 
fiv  an  gememen,  who  have  a  mind  that 
some  Bm  of  that  nature  should  pass,  to 
Biake  their  objections  to  the  parts  ca  it  th^ 
find  fiuih  wiUi,  either  upm  the  second 
reading,  or  upon  its  being  committed ;  be- 
canae^  that  if  their  objections  be  well  found- 
ed* sach  amendments  may  be  then  made 
to  the  Bill,  as  may  obviate^  all  objections 
Ifaat  can  he  reascmably  made  asamst  it: 
jbat  when  yntkanffn  have  no  miag  that  any 
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Bin  of  that  nature  should  pass,  it  is  well 
known  that  they  reserve  all  meir  objections 
to  the  very  last,  in  order  to  throw  out  the 
Bill  upon  Its  third  reading.  For  this  rea* 
son  I  must.  Sir,  have  some  suspicion,  that 
those  gentlemen,  who  now  besm  to  make 
their  objections  against  the  Bm  we  have  at 
present  before  us,  have  no  mind  that  any 
such  Bill  should  pass,  as  would  effectually 
put  an  end  to  the  practice  of  stock  iobbing* 

I  find.  Sir,  it  is  grahted  upon  all  hands, 
that  the  practice  ^  stock  jobbing  is  per* 
nicious  to  the  trade,  and  to  the  people  of 
this  nation :  this  then  is  an  evil  that  oij^t 
to  be  remedied,  if  possible ;  and  by  the 
Bin  now  before  us,  we  are,  at  least  we  pro- 
pose, to  remedy  this  eviL  Now,  Sir,  m  all 
such  cases,  it  is  certain  that  no  remedy  cai^ 
be  proposed,  but  whatwiU  be  attended 
with  some  inconveniences,  and  therefore 
we  are  to  consider  on  which  side  the  ha* 
lance  lies;  whether  the  inconveniences, 
designed  to  be  remedied  by  the  law  pro* 
posed,  are  more  considerable  than  the  in- 
conveniences that  may  be  occasion^  there- 
by;  or  if  the  last  be  more  c(Hisiderable 
than  the  first?  If  we  judge  that  the  first 
are  the  most  considerable,  we  are  surely  to 
pass  the  BiU  notwithstanding  those  incon- 
veniences that  nunr  be  occasi<med  thereby: 
if  we  judge  that  the  last  are-the  most  con- 
siderable, we  are  to  throw  out  the  BiU ; 
and  rather  continue  tmder  the  former  evil 
than  subject  ourselves  to  a  greater.  This, 
Sir,  is  certainly  the  proper  rule  to  judge 
by  in  the  present  case,  and  therefore  by 
this  rule  let  the  BiU  now  before  us  b« 
tried. 

The  many  bad  consequences  of  stock 
jobbing  are,  I  believe,  weU  known ;  imd 
that  it  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  that 
infamous  practice,  is,  what  I  hope,  most 
gentlemen  in  this  House  are  convinced  dL 
It  is  a  lottery,  or  rather  a  gaming  house, 
publicly  set  up  in  the  midme  of  the  city 
of  London,  by  which  the  heads  of  our  mer- 
chants and  tradesmen  are  turned  firom  get- 
ting a  livelihood  or  an  estate,by  die  honeit 
means  of  industry  and  frugahty ;  and  are 
enticed  to  become  gamesters  by  the  hopes 
of  getting  an  estate  at  once.  It  is,  Sir,  not 
onty  a  lottery,  but  a  lottery  of  the  very 
worst  sort ;  because  it  is  always  in  the 
power  of  the  principal  managers  to  bestow 
the  benefit  t,ickets  as  they  have  a  mind. 
It  is  but  lately  smce,  by  die  arts  and  practi- 
ces of  stock  jobbing,  the  East-India  stock 
was  run  up  to  200/.  per  cent,  and  in  a  little 
time  after  it  tumbled  down  again  below 
160L ;  several  millions  were  lost  and  wq|i 
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by  thii  sin^  job,  and.  nuuiy  poor  inen 
were  undone;  so  bare-&ced  were  some  men 
at  that  timey  in  the  infamous  practice  of 
stock  jobbings  that,  after  that  stock  began 
to  fall,  they  sold  it  cheaper  for  time  than 
for  ready  money ;  whicn  no  man  would 
have  done,  unless  he  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  secret  which  came  after- 
wards to  be.imfdded,  W  was  then  known 
to  a  venr  few. 

We  know.  Sir,  how  apt  mankind  are  in 
their  own  nature  to  become  gamesters; 
but  to  this  game  of  stock  jobbing,  our  pier- 
chants,  tradesmen,  and  6hop-ke^>era  are 
-rompted  not  only  by  their  owninchnations, 
ut  also  by  some  of  their  acquaintance, 
who  have  taken  up  the  trade  ofWng  bro- 
kers in  Exchange- Alley.  It  is  natural 
for  men  to  endeavour  to  make  the  most  of 
the  business  they  pursue;  and  where 
there  are  such  a  number  of  brokers,  we  may 
believe  that  some  of  them  do  endeavour  to 
persuade  all  those  of  their  acqumntance  to 
become  stock  jobbers.  The  broker  combes 
perhaps  to  the  merchant,  and  talks  to  him 
ciihe  many  &tigues  and  dangers,  the  great 
trouble  and  the  small  profits,  that  are  in  the 
wayoftrade;  and  aner  having  done  all  he 
can  to  put  the  man  out, of  conceit  with  his 
own  business,  which  is  often  too  easily  ef- 
fectixl,  he  then  tells  him,  that  if  he  will  ti- 
low  him  to  dig  for  him  in  the  rich  mine  of 
Exchange- Alley,  he  inay  set  more  for  him 
in  a  day  than  he  could  get  oy  his  trade  in  a 
twelvemonth.  Thus  t)^  merchant  is  per- 
miaded;  he  engages,  he  goes  on  for  some 
time,  but  never  Imows  w w  he  is  doing  till 
he  is  quite  undone ;  his  just  creditors  are 
surprized ;  what.  Bay  they,  this  man  had  a 
good  stock  to  begm  with,  he  has  had  a 
good  trade  for  sevcsral  years,  he  never  lived 
extravagantly,  what  is  become  of  his  efieets 
and  money  f  thev  enquire,  tfiey  search 
into  his  a&irs,  ana  at  last  peihaps  thev  find 
out|  that  the  whole  was  ffamed  away  by  his 
broker  in  Exchange- Alky. 

This,  Sir,  may,  forwhat  I  know,  increase 
public  credit  for  a  time ;  jbut  I  am  sure  it 
IS  a  great  discouragement  to  trade,  which 
is  the  chief,  the  only  solid  suroort  of  pub- 
lic credit,  and  it  is  the  ruin  ot  all  pnvate 
credit ;  it  destroys  that  mutual  fiuth  among 
fnerchants,  by  woich  only  our  trade  can  be 
fiiadeto  prosper  and  flourish.  This,  Sir,  is 
9  domestic  evil ;  an  evil  which,  though  fatal 
in  its  consemiences,  yet  does  not  perhaps 
immediately  draw  any  money  out  ofthe  na- 
tion; but  there  is  a  foreign  evil  attending 
the  game  of  stock  jobbing,  by  which  die  na- 
1190  uMiy  be  plundeie4  01  great  sums  of  mo^ 


neyatonce.  It  is,  by  the  mMns  of  stock 
jobbing,  always  in  the  pow^  of  eveiy  fii* 
reign  court,  to  raise  contributions- imoa 
this  nation  whenever  they  please;  tnej 
have  no  more  to  do  but  to  send  over,  and 
order  a  great  deal  ^stock  to  be  sdd  out  at 
the  current  price  for  time,  then  raise  an 
alarm  of  the  Pretender,  or  some  suchalaroi^ 
by  which  they  may  make  all  our  puUio 
funds  &11  perluips  20^  percent,  andsopurw 
chase  stock  20L  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
they  sold  in  order  to  perform  then:  part  of 
the  contracts  they  had  before  made  for 
time.  Thus,  Sir,  Uiey  may  make  a  harvest 
(rf'the fall ofourpubhc funds;  andasthey 
know  best  when  the  alarm  will  blow  over^ 
they  may  make  a  new  harvest  of  their  rise. 

These,  Sir,  are  but  a  few  ofthe  many 
inconveniences  that  arise  by  stockjobbing. 
Give  me  leave  now  to  examine  those  in- 
conveniences which,  it  is  pretended,  w^ 
be  occasioned  by  the  passm^  of  this  Bm 
into  a  law.  As  to  the  real  and  honest 
creditors  oiihe  public,  I  have  as  great  a 
regard  for  that  fiuth,  which  ought  to  be 
preserved  towards  them,  as  any  gentleman 
whatever :  I  shall  never  be  for  doing  any- 
thing that  may  lessen  their  securi^,  as  to 
the  payment  either  of  their  principal  at 
interest,  and  I  wish  that  every  genUemaa 
in  this  House  were  of  the  same  mincL 
But  can  it  be  said,  that  the  making  such 
regulations,  as  the  public  good  requires 
for  the  transferring  m  their  property  firms 
one  to  another,  is  anyin^peachment  ofthe 
public  fiuth  i  The  preventing  of  stock- 
jobbing is  so  fiur  from  bein^  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  that  I  am  sure  it  is  what  all 
the  honest  creditors  of  the  public  wish  and 
desire ;  and  as  there  is  notning  in  the  Bill 
that  can  be  a  hardshm  upon  any  fair  pur* 
chaser  or  seller,  it  win  be  so  fiu*  frcmi  be- 
ing destructive  to  public  credit,  that  it 
wm  rather  increase  it;  because  it  will  make 
the  value  of  every  man's  property  in  tbe 
public  funds  more  certain  and  invariable. 
All  those,  who  have  no  other  aim  but  to 
receive  their  dividends  punctually,  and  to 
have  their  principal, money  secure,  choose 
to  be  in  that  fund  which  is  subject  to  the 
fewest  and  least  mutations;  and  this  is  the 
reason  that  we  always  see  the  annuity- 
funds  bear  a  higher  price  in  proportion 
than  any  of  our  trading-stocks. 

To  say,  that  no  penal^  ought  to  be  in^ 
flictcd  on  a  practice  that  is  found  to  be  in* 
consistent  with  the  public  good,  becaoae 
persons.ighorant  of  the  law  may  thereby 
sufier,  seems  to  me.  Sir,  to  be  a  very  oM 
pretence.    I  hope  gendemsn  irSl^  in  all 
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Other  cattty  be  ••  careful  of  mflictmg  pe- 
sSltties  upon  die  subject;  it  is  indeed  miat 
oi^t  never  to  be  done  but  in  cases  of  the 
utmost  necesBitT:  but  where  the  advance- 
moA  of  ^  public  good,  or  the  security 
cf  pRvate  property,  can  be  ccmie  at  in  no 
other  way,  it  must  be  dcme ;  and  every 
BMB  is  oU^ed  to  know  the  law,  or  to  qp- 
pfy  hiHiself  to  those  that  do*  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  no  man  can  by  ignorance  sub- 
ject Imnoelf  to  the  penalties  proposed  by 
this  BlU,  without  some  dishonest  intent; 
lor  I  am  convinced,  that  no  man  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  either  buy  or  seH  stock  finr 
time,  unless  he  knows  more,  €ft  at  least 
dunks  he  knows  more,  about  that  stodc 
than  the  man  to  whom  he  sells,  or  from 
wliom  be  buys ;  which  intention  is  oeitain- 
)j  not  very  mtr,  though,  when  it  is  not  ex- 
tended too  fiur,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
overlook  it  in  the  way  of  commerce. 

This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  consider  the  pre- 
tended convenience  of  bargains  in  stock 
fior  time.  Suppose;  a  gentleman  finds  he 
most  sell  out  ms  stock  Siree  months  hence ; 
suppose  ano^er  expects  money  in  three 
montlis  time,  vduch  tie  intends  to  lay  out 
onthepurdiase  of  stock;  I  believe  neither 
the  one  will  purchase,  nor  Uie  other  sell  till 
that  time  comes,  unless  he  knows,  or  thinks 
be  knows,  some  secret  relating  to  that  stock 
vhi^  other  people  are  not  aware  of;  for 
if  he  that  is  to  seal  expects  no  variation  in 
the  value  of  his  property,  why  should  he 
sd  tin  he  has  occasion  for  his  money? 
But  granting  that  he  is  so  much  satisfited 
witb  die  thai  current  price,  tliat  he  abso- 
lately  resolves  to  sell  at  that  very  time, 
way  he  not  sell  for  ready  money,  and 
lo^^  his  money  in  the  bank  till  he  nas  oc- 
cssioD  ibf  it,  since  no  man  can  pretend 
but  diat  his  money  is  as  secure  when 
lo^ed  in  the  bank,  as  it  can  be  in  any  (^ 
oar  pobfic  funds  ?  And  as  to  the  bu3rer, 
I  am  sure  no  wise  man  will  venture  to  pur- 
chase stock  t31  he  has  the  money  at  com- 
naad;  unless  he  does  it  in  expectation 
that  the  stock  will  rise,  which  is  downrmht 
gaming^  and  what  is  intended  by  this  Bill 
to  be  prevented. 

As  to  a  man's  being  obliged  to  answier' 
opon  oadi  to  any  bffl  filed  against  him,  it 
can  be  no  hardship;  beCanse  whoever 
does  ao  answer,  ana  ftirly  discovers  the 
i^reement  made,  is  free  from  allpenal- 
tKs;  he  becomes  fiable  to  nothing  out  to 
Rtucn  die  money  whidi  he  received ;  and 
as  the  law  now  stands,  whoever  receives 
!y  to  another's  use.  Is  obliged  to  an- 
opott  oath,  and  will  be  ^liged  to 


eetum  die  money  he  confesses  so  to  hari 
i'eceived. 

To  pretend.  Sir,  that  by  this  Bill  men 
may  be  subjected  to  great  penalties,  by  the 
perfnry  and  conspiracy  of  two  or  three 
brcNcers,  is  another  objection  for  which 
there  is  no  foundation;  for  against  pru- 
nes and  conspiracies  diere  can  be  no  guard 
but  that  of  a  fiur  trid  by  an  honedt  jury ; 
by  such  a  trial  any  such  conspirscy  mignt 
probably  be  discovered ;  it  would  be  al«; 
most  impossible  for  three  roffues  to  con- 
cert their  stoiy  so  together,  out  Uiat  the 
omspiracy  would  be  discovered  by  exa* 
mining  them  apart,  and  cross-questioniiig 
each,  in  the  manner  usual  at  all  trials;  se 
that  this  too  is  nothing  but  an  imaginary 
evil,  and  is  as  strong  an  objection  against 
every  penal  law,  that  ever  was  or  ever  can  be 
enacted,  as  it  is  against  the  Bill  before  us» 

There  is  ndthi^  m  diis  Bill,  Sir,  that 
can  oblige  any  man  to  go  to  law,  either  as 
plaintiff  or  d^endant,  contrary  to  his  in<^ 
dinations,  or  that  can  prevent  nis  making 
up  any  difference  there  may  be  between 
hnn and  another;  for  though  the  bujrer  of 
the  stodc  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  pa^ 
for  the  stock  he  had  bought,  because  of 
some  disappointment  he  has  in  the  mean 
time  met  with,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
that  he  wfll  not  be  Able  to  pay  the  differ- 
ence in  ready  money ;  and  ifhe  can  pay  that 
in  ready  money  at  me  bodks,  cannot  he  im- 
mediately sell  out  the  stock  to  another  at 
the  then  current  price ;  and  thereby  raise 
the  rest  of  the  money,  which  he  may  order 
to  be  delivered  to  the  man  who  sold  to 
him?  May  not  every  bargain  be  thus 
specifically  performed,  if  the  parties  are 
inclined  so  to  do  ?  In  this  the  only  incon- 
venience is,  that  there  must  be  a  double 
transfer,  which  is  performed  with  so  litde 
trouble  or  expence,  that,  I  hope,  it  will  be 
no  way  regarded  in  the  present  debate : 
and  as  it  may  be  supposed,  that,  if  dus 
Bill  passes  into  a  law,  tnere  will  be  few  or 
no  purchasers,  but  such  as  are  lAle  to  per- 
form it  die  time  they  purchase ;  therefore, 
the  other  objection  of  the  seller's  being 
obliged  to  keep  his  stock  till  the  end  of  m 
tedious  law-sUit,  is  of  no  wei^t ;  fi>r  as 
every  purchaser  will  be  able,  and  wiQ 
probably  be  willing  to  perform  his  part  of 
the  agreement,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
that  tnere  will  be  any  law-suits  up<^  that 
head. 

I  am  reaUy  surprized.  Sir,  to  hear  ffen-^ 
demon  tidk  of  their  being,  by  this  Bai» 
prevented  from  eimiloying  a  merchant  or 
niend  to  buy  or  sen  stock  for  them;  audi 
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gttitlemen  do  not,  it  seems,  know  that 
commission  and  brokerage  are  two  di&rent 
articles :  if  li  merchant  is  employed  to  buy 
or  sell  stock  for  another,  he  may  either  do 
it  himself,  or  he  may  employ  a  broker ;  if 
he  employs  a  broker,  he  chiu^es  both  bro- 
kerage and  commission,  and  if  he  does  it 
himself  he  charges  only  commission:  in 
^neither  case  does  he  act  as  a  broker,  nor 
will  he  be  obliged  to  keep  any  book  for 
that  purpose. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  gone  through  all  the 
aoat^rial  objections  1  have  h^rd  made 
against  the  Bill.  I  hope  I  have  shewn 
Ihat  there  is  no  weight  in  any  of  them; 
I  hope  I  have  shewn  that  all  the  in- 
conveniences, which  are  pretended  to 
iurise  from  this  Bill,  are  imagmary ;  and 
I  think,  I  have  ^ewn  very  real  incon- 
veniencies  arising  from  Uie  in£Eunous 
practice  of  stockjobbing ;  and  every  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  may  surest  to  him- 
sdf  a  great  many  more.  xTe  ought  to 
consider  that  no  bad  custc^  or  practice 
ever  crept  into  any  notion,  but  what  some 
people  got  by ;  and,  let  the  practice  be  ^ 
pernicious  as  it  will,  we  may  presume  that 
those  who  get  by  it,  will  enoeavour  to  raise 
objections  against  every  effectual  remedy 
that  can  be  ofiered ;  but  as  no  gentleman 
in  this  House  can  be  any  way  concerned 
in  the  ^etdngs  by  stock  jobbing,  so,  I  hope, 
they  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  misted 
by  any  frivolous  objections  started,  without 
doors,  by  those  who  are. 

Mr.  Brooksbank  stood  up  next,  and 
iq>oke  against  the  Bill  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker; — ^I  doubt  not  but  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  mon^  lost  and  won  by 
the  late  sudden  rise  and  fall  of  East  India 
stock,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  a  great 
many  of  those,  who  becamepurchasersupon 
the  rise  of  that«tock,  were  such  as  never 
intended  to  hold  the  stock  for  the  s^e  of 
the  dividend,  but  that  they  were  such  as 
bought  only  with  a  view  of  mkking  an  ad- 
vantage, by  selling  it  out  again  at  an  ad- 
vance price:  this,  it  i&  true,  is  a  sort  of 
gaminff,  but  it  is  of  such  a  sort  as  cannot 
be  entirely  prevented,  even  by  the  Bill  now 
before  us ;  so  that  in  such  a  case  no  great 
benefit  can  be  expected  by  the  Bill,  and 
in  many  cases  it  will  certainly  be  attended 
with  great  inconveniences.  I  shall  men- 
tion only  two ;  the  first  of  which  b  that  of 
the  Long  Annuities :  it  often  hi^ens  that 
im  the  sale  of  such  public  securities,  the 
seller  must  deduce  nis  title  in  the  same 
manner,  as  if  he  were  to  sell  a  land-estate ; 


so  thai  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to 
compleat  the  conveyance  in  ten  dayt, 
which  is  the  time  limited  in  this  Bill ;  and 
therefore  I  am  of  (pinion,  that  the  sale  of 
such  annuities  will,  in  many  cases,  become 
impracUcable,  if  this  Bill  should  pass  into 
a  law. 

It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  the  merchants 
may  seU  goods  to  be  delivered  at  any  time 
the  contractors  shall  agree  on:  I  know 
that  in  the  Russian  trade  it  is  usual  for  the 
merchants  concerned  in  that  trade,  to  en- 
ter into  contracts  to  deliver  hemp  at  a  cer- 
tain price,  at  a  certain  future  time,  th9ugh, 
peraaps,  at  the  time  of  making  the  con- 
tract, the  hemp  is  not  so  much  as  pur- 
chased or  contracted  for  in  Russia:  thu 
is  a  prhrile^e  which  is  enjoyed  by  all  mer- 
chant^ with  respect  to  the  goods  they  deal 
in,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
prietors of  our  public  funds  shomdnot  en- 
joy the  same  privil^e. 

The  other  inconvenience  I  shall  men- 
tion, is,  that  of  the  disappointments  which 
some  of  the  public  creditors  may  meet 
with  in  the  sale  of  their  properties,  which 
will  certainly  be  much  aggravated  by  this 
Bin :  suppose  a  man  enters  into  an  agree- 
ment for  the  purchase  of  a  land  estate,  and 
covenants  to  pay  the  price  against  such  a 
day  under  a  great  penalty ;  for  en4>ling 
him  to  perform  his  agreement  he  sells  out 
10,000/.  of  his  stock,  to  be  delivered  some 
few  days  before  that  day  on  which  he  is, 
by  his  covenant,  obliged  to  pay  for  hia 
estate:    suppose    the    purchaser  of  the 
stock  does  not-come  to  accept  of  the  stock, 
or  to  pay  the  price ;  as  the  law  now  stands, 
the  seller  of  the  stock  may  make  a  tender 
of  his  stock  at  the  books,  and  may  sell  it 
out  next  transfer-day  at  the  risk  of  the 
buyer,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  pay  for  his 
estate,  and  he  may  recover  from  the  pur- 
chaser of  his  stock,  what  he  lost  by  his  not 
accepting  and  paying  for  the  stock  accord- 
ing to  agreement ;  but  if  this  Bill  passes 
into  a  law,  the  seller  of  stock  must,  I 'pre- 
sume, keep  his  stock,  till  the  end  of  the 
law-suit  between  him  and  the  buyer,  in  or- 
der that  he  mav  be  always  ready  to  make 
a  specifical  permrmance ;  by  which  means, 
if  he  has  no  other  fund  for  raising  ready 
money,  he  must  subject  himself  to  the 
penalty  of  his  covenant  as  to  the  purchase 
of  the  estate.    As  these  are  inconvenienciee 
which  may  oflen  occur,  I  think  it  is  hard 
to  subject  the  proprietors  of  the  public 
funds  to  them;  ana  therefor^  I  shall  be 
against  the  Bill's  passing  inr  the  form  it  is 
at  present. 
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Sir  RoSert  Walpcie^  spoke  next : 

Mr.  Speaker; — I  wish  the  obiecdons 
now  started  against  the  passing  of  this  Bin, 
had  been  mentioned  either  upon  the  second 
readinffy  or  in  the  Committee.  I  do  really 
think  that  the  BiU  might  havebeen  drawn  up, 
as  to  some  parts  of  it,  with  something  more 
perapTcuity',  so  as  to  have  intirely  obviated 
the  objections  now  made  to  it:  but  as  most 
of  the  objections  now  made  are  founded 
upon  mistakes,  as  to  the  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  the  Bill,  I  am  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  they  ought  not  to  be  of  weight 
enough  to  prevent  its  passing. 

As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  mention  about  navy-con- 
tracts, I  cannot  think  that  they  come  any 
way  under  the  case  now  before  us.  The 
navy  always  contracted  to  pay  ready  mo- 
ney to  aD  uiose  who  agree  to  unmi^  them 
widi  any  stores  or  provisions;  and  after  a 
man  has  entered  into  such  a  contract,  he 
may  certainly  sell,  or  assign  anv  interest, 
ax  any  share  of  the  interest  he  nas  there- 
in, to  another,  notwithstanding  the  Bill  now 
brfore  us.  Upon  such  contracts  the  mo- 
ney is  indeed  generally  paid  by  navy-bills, 
but  that  cannot  hinder  the  private  con- 
tractor to  raise  money  upon  his  contract 
after  what  manner  he  pleases;  he  may 
even  obli^  himsdf  to  deliver  navy-biDs  at 
such  a  pnce ;  for,  before  they  are  issued, 
they  cannot  be  deemed  to  be  public  secu- 
rities ;  and  if,  upon  delivering  the  stores 
and  profvisons,  the  navy  sh<mld  actually 
psy  ready  money  to  the  private  contractor, 
can  it  be  so  much  as  pretended,  that  he 
would  be  then  obliged  to  deliver  navy- 
bills  to  the  person,  firom  whom  he  had  bor- 
rowed money  upon  his  contract  with  the 
navyt  would  not,  in  such  a  case,  the  re- 
payment of  the  money  borrowed  with  in- 
terest be  a  full  performance  <^  his  engage- 
■Knt  with  the  lender  ?  Navy-bills,  m» 
deed,  after  they  are  once  issued,  do  cer- 
tainly become  public  securities,  and  then 
tbey  are  to  be  bought  and  sold  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  this  BiU,  which  can 
no  way  injure  public  credit. 

As  to  the  (H>jection  against  compound- 
ingy  or  voluntarily  receiving  any  differ- 
ence I  cannot  think,  that  the  laws,  as  to 
the  performance  on  the  seller's  part,  is 
any  way  altered  by  this  BilL  He  is  not 
by  this  Bill  obliged  to  keep  the  stock  sold 
in  faJs  possession,  any  longer  than  he  was 
be&te;  he  ms^  certainly  perform  upon 
his  part  by  a  tender  of  the  stock,  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  could  have  done  before ; 
he  vogcf  then  seQ  out  hif  stocky  and  he  may 
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bring  his  action  against  die  buyer  for  not 
performing  his  part  of  the  contract,  upon 
which  action  he  will  recover  the  diflisrence 
by  way  of  damages. 

Indeed,  that  d[>jection  r^ating  to  the 
Long  Annuities  has  something^  more  in  it» 
and  therefore,  I  wnhit  had  been  provided 
agamst  by  some  wonk,  or  some  claase  in 
the  Bill ;  but  it  is  a  case  that  will  hf^pen 
but  seldom,  and  the  difficulty  may  be,  by 
proper  management  and  dispatch,  in  au 
cases  surmounted,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
think  it  sufficient  for  throwing  out  tl^ji 
Bill ;  for  the  practice  of  stock-jobbing  has 
been  so  prejudicial  to  this  nation,  that  no 
trivial  objection  ought  to  take  place  against 
a  Bill  by  which,  I  think,  that  practice  will 
be  prevented  for  the  future. 

I  have,  Sir,  long  wished  for  some  such 
Bill :  every  one  loiows,  how  even  the  ad- 
ministration has  been  some  times  distressed 
by  the  practices  of  stock  jobbers:  they 
have  correspondents  settled  at  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  and  upon  all  occasions 
of  moment  they  have  their  expresses,  who 
make  much  greater  dispatch  than  the  go* 
vemment's  expresses  cando,  because  they 
are  generally  much  better  paid,  and  better 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

I  must  BKv,  Sir,  diat  the  late  practices  in 
the  East-India  stock  were  really  sometliing ' 
surprising;  there  might  perhaps  be  some, 
who  upon  its  rise  bought  only  with  a  view 
of  selling  out  again  at  an  advanced  price ; 
but  I  am  persuaded  there  were  others,  who 
bought  even  at  the  highei^t  price  with  ^i 
honest  inteption,  and  without  any  other 
view  but  that  of  holding  the  stock  they 
bought,  and  taking  their  dividends,  as  they 
should  become  due.~  The  price  of  that 
stock,  and  of  every  other  stock,  must  al- 
ways be  according  to  the  value  of  money 
at  that  time,  and  the  dividend  made,  or 
that  may  probably  be  made  upon  the 
stock:  at  tnat  time  our  4/.  per  cent,  were 
selling  at  a  premium,  even  our  3/.  per  cent, 
were  selling  at  very  near  par ;  and  there- 
fore  we  must  conclude,  that  according  to 
the  value  of  money  at  that  time,  an  an* 
nmxy  of  M,  per  cent,  was  very  well  worUi 
lOOJ*.  principal  money.  That  Company 
had  divided  eight  per  cent,  for  many 
years ;  they  but  just  before  paid  200,0002. 
to  the  government  for  a  prolongation  of 
their  term ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  had 
declared  they  were  able  to  do  all  this,  and 
likewise  to  p^  off  4  or  500,000/.  of  their 
bonds,  out  of  the  profits  of  their  trade : 
from  all  which,  those  who  were  not  in  the 
deepest  secret  of  their  afiaire,  had  very 
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ModreMmtD  concfaule,  that  Ihejr  would 
mtve  been  Me  to  have  continued  the  tame 
dividend  for  mcnr  yeara  to  come^and  that 
therefore  lOOL  Eait  Indift  stock  wm  « 
cheap  purduMe  when  bought  even  for 
900L  The  rcaohition  was  soon  after  taken 
finr  diBiinishing  their  ^dividend^  and  that 
waftaanaturd  a  reason  for  the  &U  of  thdr 
atock  as  their  former  declaraticms  had  been 
for  its  lisa.  What  wero  the  natives  for 
this  manacement  I  shall  not  pretend  to  de« 
termine;  out  I  am  afraid,  that  the  same 
rfatock-jobbing  is  often  the  cause  ofma^ 
nagements  in  that,  and  all  other  public 
fiiMs:  if  we  destroy  the  cause,  the  effi^ts 
must  cease ;  and  of  omsequence  the  price 
of  all  public  stocks  will  become  more  cot* 
tain  and  fixed,  which  will,  I  am  sure,  make 
them  more  valuable  to  all  honest  purcha- 
sers. The  fluctuating  of  the  price  can  be 
no  advantage  to  any  but  brolcers,  and  to 
tiuMe  who  have  a  mind  to  make  indirect 
advantages  by  stock  jobbing;  diose  practi* 
oes  will,  I  think,  be  prevented  by  this  Bill ; 
•onsequentlT  it  will  tend  to  tfcie  inmrove- 
meat  of  public  credit,  and  therefore  I  shall 
be  for  its  passing. 

Lord  Hervey  spoke  against  the  Bill : 

Mr.  Speaker ; — ^In  the  debate  now  be- 
fore us,  I  cannot  agree  with  n^  honoura^ 
Uefiriend  over  the  way.  I  must  be  of  opi* 
nion,that  if  this  Bill  passes,  no  seller  can 
•ue  for  any  di&rence  iqpon  the  stock  sold, 
■or  can  he  recover  danuiffe,  which  I  take 
to  be  the  same  with  dirorenoe,  unless  he 
has  the  stock  in  his  possession  the  whole 
time  of  the  suit :  hy  this  Bill  every  bar* 
flsin  n  to  he  specifially  performed,  and 
mecefore  ^  seUer,  as  I  take  it,  must  sue 
only  for  a  specified  performance,  which 
no  seller  can  pretend  to  sue  for,  unless  he 
is^  at  all  times,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  suit,  in  a  condition  and  ready  to  per- 
form specifically  upon  his  part,  ibr  which 
end  he  must  always  have  of  that  stock 
vriiichhe  has  s<^  at  least  as  much  as  he 
ia  obliged  to  deliver  to  die  bigrer ;  and 
therefore,  if  a  man  has  sold  all  the  share 
he  has  inany  public  fond,  in  order  to  ena^ 
Ue  him  to  perform  his  part  of  an  agree- 
ment about  something  else,  if  die  buyer 
dbaa  not  come  to  take  the  stock,  and  pay 
tbe  priee,  the  seller  must  subject  himieu 
to  tiie  penalty  of  Ins  othOT.  agreement,  or 
he  must  ffiye  tm  all  pretences  for  recover- 
ing any  uing  from  ttie  buyer  of  his  stock, 
eimer  W  way  of  difference  or  damages.  | 
Ths  wul  be  a  great  hardship/  upon  all  i 
jrtDcUmkkn^  and  as  A^  will,  by  this  Bill, 
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be  subjected  to  a  great  many  other  incon- 
veniences, and  to  several  dangerous  and 
heavy  pemdties,  I  shall  thereforebe  against 
its  passing. 

Sir  WUUam  Yonse  spoke  next  for  the 
Bill: 


Mr.  Speaker ; — In  the  case  now  before 
us,  I  take  it  to  be  of  no.  consequence,  whe- 
ther' or  no  the  seller  can  recover  either 
difia!«nce  or  danmges,  and  therefore,  whe* 
ther  Off  no  they  be  in  e&ct  the  same  is  no 
material  question.  I  am  very  well  con- 
viDced,  that  no  circumstances  can  ever 
lay  a  man  under  the  necessity  of  selHng  or 
buying  for  time  ;  no  man  can  so  much  as 
have  an  inclination  that  way,  unless  he  be 
endued  with  something  of  the  qpirit  of 
gaminff,  or  unless  he  knows  a  secret,  by 
which  ne  thinks  he  can  make  an  unjust  a«L> 
vantage  of  the  person  he  sells  to,  or  duT'* 
chases  firom;  iand  therefore,  Sir,  I  look 
i^on  the  putting  a  final  end  to  this  prac- 
ticeiobeone  of  the  principal  aims  (»  thia 
BilL  I  really.  Sir,  must  say,  that  I  have 
not  heard  one  material  objection  offered 
against  this  Bill,  apd  as  I  was  one  of  those 
appointed  to  bring  it  in,  I  can  say,  thatall 
possible  care  wastak^i  to  make  me  words 
as  plain,  and  the  terms  as  eaqr,  as  wece 
consistent  with  putting  an  effectual  end  ta 
the  evil  against  which  the  BOl  was  originally 
proposed.  However,  as  the  Bill  is  to  goto 
the  other  House,  I  do  not  know  but  some 
fow  words  may  be  added  or  altered,  in  order 
to  obviate,  as  much  as  possible,  all  objec* 
tions  that  have  been  or  may  be  made  to  the 
BilL 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  again : 

Sir;^-It  is  very  certain  that  Long  An- 
nuities are  included  in  this  Bill ;  they  must 
not  be  bought  or  sold  hereafter  but  accord- 
ing to  the  manner  perscribed  by  this  Bill : 
but  J  am  certain  this  can  be  no  ejection  to 
the  passing  t£\t ;  for  no  wise  man,  no  ho* 
nest  man,  will  presume  to  sell  any  thin^ 
until  he  has  made  his  title  to  it  as  dear  as 
the  nature  of  the  thing  can  admit  of;  and 
therefore  I  think,  that  no  possessor  of  a 
Long  Annuity  will  presume  to  sell  until 
after  he  has  dieduced  his  title,  and  made  it 
so  clear,  that  no  difficulty  can  be  made  in 
approving  of  it,  in  which  case  aU  such  bar- 
l^uns  may  be  specifically  performed  within 
ten  days  after  Uie  malung  thereof;  but  if 
any  accidental  d^y  should  in  the  mesn 
j  time  happen,  the  pfortiea  may,  by  mutual 
I  consent,  put  off  the  qpedflcal  perionnanoe 
for  what  time  they  please;  there  is  noAii^ 
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intbs  BiB  diat  can  prerentsuch  a  mutual 


I  £d  not  before  take  notice  of  the  objec- 
tion made,  that  this  BOI,  if  it  pattes,  may 
be  the  occasion  of  lite  bringing  mmy  suits 
in  equity  against  the  possessors  (tf  our  pub- 
lic randis.  This,  I  must  say,  I  am  sur- 
prized at.  What  guard  htt  any  man,  as 
die  bfr  now  stamb,  against  ObanCenr 
suifeB  ?  May  not  any  man  now  bring  a  BiU 
in  equity  aoainst  me,  and  set  forth,  that  I 
owe  nim  a  large  sum  of  mcmey,  though  I 
nererhad  any  dealii^  with  the  man  in  my 
life?  SachaBiUmay  certainly  be  broi^t, 
but  I  know  what  would  be  the  fote  of  it ; 
I  Imow  it  would  be  ^Blsmnsed  with  costs : 
diis  is  my  dependence,  I  know  I  have  never 
done  any  thing  that  may  render  mefidUe 
to  the  having tsfsudia  niHbrought  against 
me, and  therefore  I  depend  on  it  thatno 
audi  BiH  win  ever  be  bronribt.  Andwould 
it  not  be  the  same  iftheBm  now  before  us 
diouklpass?  Isittobesimposed,thatanjr 
man  would  subject  hsmsen  to  iAie  immedi- 
•teexpence  often  or  twelve  pounds,  and 
the  danger  of  being  (A>liged  to  pc^  twenty 
or  thirty  more,  umesshe  had  very  strong 
orooISi  against  the  man  whom  he  made  de- 
Mmdant  to  his  BiB  ?  This,  Sir,  is  reaUy 
paCtfnff  cases  almost  impossible,  in  order 
from  thence  to  raise  objections  against  a 
BiU,  for  the  remedy  of  what  is,  by  every 
gentleman  in  this  House  acknoiriedged  to 
be,anio6tinsujferable  eviL 

Mr.   GUmvUe   stood   \xf   agaun^  and 
said  ; 

Sir ; — ^I  must  observe,  tfmt  thenoMessor 
of  a  long  annui^,  who  has  a  mina  to  sdl, 
may  tiunk  his  title  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
noon-day,  and  yet  when  he  comes  to  shew 
it  to  the  purdiaser  he  may  find  several  ob- 
jections; in  such  case  it  must  be  laid  before 
the  purdiaser's  counsel,  he  must  exa- 
mine aD  the  title-deeds,  and  a  conveyance 
moat  be  drawn  up  and  setded  by  counsel, 
both  for  the  seller  and  buyer;  and  this  will 
be  admitted,  I  believe,  not  to  be  nracti- 
cabie  in  ten  days,  so  that  I  muststiAbeof 
opinion,  that  the  saleofsudi  public  securi- 
tiea  will,!^  this  Bill,  be  maoe  verv  dan 
gerooa  and  dififcidt,  if  not  aH< 


As  to  Bills  in  eqotiv,  it  19  certain  that  no 
\  will  ever  file  sudn  a  Bill  unless  he  ex- 
pects some  &covery  by  the  defendant's 
aBswci*  As  the  law  now  stands,  no  man 
Ott  enioct  any  fscovery  firom  a  man  with 
whom  oe  never  had  any  transactions;  but 
byibeBS  now  before  o^  cfCty  nnui  wfil 


have  some  encouragement  to  eteect  a  dis^ 
coveiy  of  something  he  may  mtt^e  an  ad- 
vantitfe  of  by  the  defendant's  answer,  if 
sudi  defendant  ever  was  a  dealer  in  any 
ofour  pubiicfimds;  because,  if  he  ever 
madea  contract  contrary  to  the  terms  of 
this  Bin,  he  win  be  obh^  to  discover  it 
by  his  answer,  and  though  hemay  be  these* 
by  discharged  from  the  penalty,  yet  the 
other  party  contracting  with  him  is  not ;  so 
that  toe  person  who  files  die  biU,  may 
diereby  make  an  advantag^e,  either  by  re- 
covering the  money  received  by  the  de- 
fendant upon  an  unlawfiil  contract,  or  by 
groundmg  an  information  upon  tlmt  answer 
lor  recovering  a  penalty  from  the  other 
party  concerned  in  such  unlawful  contract 
or  composition ;  and  therefore,  I  diink,  it 
isevidient,  that  ifthis  BiU  pasflws,  the  pro- 
nrietors  of  the  pubUc  fonoi  wiU  be  more 
liable  to  have  Bills  in  equity  preferred 
i^ainst  them  than  any  other  persons  in  the 
kmgdomare* 

Id)aBcondude,Sir,withtddng  notice 
of  one  case  triiere  people  are  often  obliged 
to  seU  before  they  can  be  ready  to  deliver, 
and  that  is  in  the  case  of  executors  and 
trustees,  where  the  trust-stock  must  gene- 
raUybe  sold  by  a  BiU  in  Chancery.  In 
sucm  cases,  according  to  the  practice  now 
observed,  they  mustseB  before  they  bring 
Iheir  BUI,  because  the  purchaser  is  ahrayt 
made  a  tlarty  to  the  suit ;  and  every  man 
knows  that  a  diancery  suit  cannot  be  begun 
and  ended,  and  the  bargain  specificaUy  pe^ 
formed  in  ten  days  tin^ 

Mn  Boo^  spoke  next : 

Sir; — ^I  rise  up  only  to  rectify  some  mis- 
takes that  I  find  gentlemen  seem  to  be  in^ 
with  re^>ect  to  the  pesent  practice  of  the 
law.  Accordinff  to  the  present  prac- 
tice, no  man  that  sells  stock  is  oblimd 
to  keep  his  stock  for  any  time  mer 
the  day,  on  which  he  contracted  to  deliver 
it:  ifthe  buyer  do  not  come  on  that  day  to 
accept  the  stock,  and  pay  the  price  he 
agreed  to  give  for  it,  the  seUer  makes  pub- 
Ucatiott  at  the  books  for  him  to  come  aiut 
accept,  and  pay  for  tiie  stock  which  he  is 
tiien  ready  to  cUiver  according  to  his  con- 
tract: then  an  actual  transfer  IS  made  iq>on 
die  books,  and  that  transfer  stands  untif 
Ihe  shutting  up  of  the  books  for  that  day  ; 
if,  ia  that  time,  the  buyer  do  not  come  to 
accepted  and  pay  for  the  stock  ^o  trans- 
ferred, the  transfer  is  then  cancelled;  and 
upon  next  transfer-day  the  seUer  may  seD 
his  stodk  to  whomsoever  he  pleasea  at  the 
current  prke  of  that  day;  andif  he  aeUsit 
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at  a  I086,  he  has  an  action  upon  a  breach  of* 
covenant  against  the  buyer,  upon  which 
action  he  always  recovers  the  diTOrence  by 
way  of  damages.  The  publication  and* 
transfer,  made  at  the  books  upon  the  day 
agreed  on  and  proved  duly  in  court,  is  al- 
ways taken  for  a  specifical  performance  on 
the  part  of  the  seller ;  and  ttie  buyer  has  no 
title  to  come,  at  an^  time  afler  tHat  da}v  to 
demand  a  new  specifical  perfomuknce.  This 
is  the  present  practice  m  all  such  cases, 
and  I  am  sure  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
now  before  us  which  can  alter  the  pre- 
sent practice  in  that  respect ;  and  there- 
fore I  must  conclude,  that  as  to  this  case, 
no  stockholder  can  be  brought  under  any 
difficulty  or  hardship  by  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore us. 

With  reqpect,  Sir,  to  the  Long  Annui- 
ties, why  may  not  they  be  sold  as  land-es- 
tat^  generally  are  ?  In  the  sale  of  land-es- 
tates, when  the  seller  finds  out  one  who  is 
willing  to  be  the  purchaser,  the  first  thing 
be  does  is  to  satisfy  him  about  the  title,  be- 
fore they  so  much  as  talk  about  the  price, 
or  examine  particularly  into  the  value  of 
the  estate  to  oe  sold.  If  this  method  be 
observed  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  Long 
Annuities,  it  cannot  be  said,  but  that  the 
agreement  may  be  ^cifically  perfonned 
by  both  parties,  within  ten  days  after  mak- 
ing the  same. 

As  to  the  sale  of  stock  vested  in  execu- 
tors or  trustees,  there  is  no  necessity  of  sell- 
ing it  before  the  Bill  in  Chancery  be  filed ; 
there  is  no  necestiity  of  selling  it  before  a 
decree  passes  for  that  purpose :  it  may  be 
suggested  in  the  Bill,  that  such  a  nian  is 
wiumg  to  become  a  purchaser,  and  he  may 
be  m^e  a  party  to  me  suit,  as  well  as  if  he 
had  actually  become  a  purchaser ;  the  ef- 
fect would  be  the  same,  and  he  would  get 
his  costs  in  the  one  case  as  well  a^  in  the 
other. 

And  as  to  Stockholders  being  exposed 
to  the  danger  of  having  Bills  in  Chancery 
filled  fre(]uently  against  them,  there  b  no- 
thing in  it;  no  fair  dealer Jn  stocks  can 
ever  be  exposed  to  such  a  dancer,  for  who- 
ever files  such  a  Bill  must  set  forth  the  un- 
lawful contract  particularly ;  we  are  not  to 
imagine,  that,  from  any  clause  in  this  Bill, 
a  man  will  be  allowed  to  bring  in  a  bill  in 
equity,  and  suggest  generally  that  the  de« 
fendant  has  Diade  some  unlawful  contracto 
in  stocks,  and  pray  that  he  may  be  obliged 
to  discover  all  his  dealings ;  no,  the  plamtiff 
must  certainlv  set  forth  the  particular  con- 
tract of  which  he  prays  a  discovery ;  and 
i^  he  cannot  dO|  unless  there  has  not  only 


been  some  such  unlawful  contract,  but  such 
an  unlawful  contract  as  he  has  had  some  in- 
formation of;  and  if  upon  the  issue  of  the 
cause  his  information  appears  to  be  groiuid* 
less,  he  may  expect  to  oe  made  pay  all  costs 
of  suit ;  so  that  no  man  can  have  reason  to 
be  afiraid  of  any  such  bills  being  filed 
against  him,  unless  he  has  actpall}^  made 
some  unlawful  contract ;  and  that  no  such 
roan  should  rest  in  security  it  the  very  de- 
sign of  this  Bill.  ^ 

In  short.  Sir,  from  all  the  objections 
that  have  been  started,  and  all  the  cases 
that  have  been  put,  I  can  see  nothing  but 
pretended  or  imaginary  difficulties;  and  as 
the  Bill  now  before  us  will,  in  my  opinion, 
put  an  end  to  many  real  evils,  which  are  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence  both  to 
the  trade  and  credit  (tf  this  nation,  there- 
fore I  shall  with  all  my  heart  be  for  its 
passing  in  this  House^  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
passed  into  a  law. 

The  Bill  against  Stock-jobbing  passes  the 
Commons  :  but  is  dropped  by  the  Lords.^ 
Then  the  question  beine  put,  That  the  Bill 
do  pass,  it  was  carried  m  the  affirmative 
by  55  against  4d ;  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
Lords,  who  made  sa  many  alterations 
therein,  that  it  was  afterwards  dropped. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  Jbr 
a  Lottery  <^  One  Million  towards  the  Rmef 
of  the  Su0r^rs  by  the  Charitable  Corpora- 
tion."]  May  4.  The  Commons  being  in 
a  grand  Committee  to  consider  of  methods 
for  reHef  of  the  Sufferers  by  the  Charitable 
Corporation,  the  lord  Tyrconnel  moved. 
That  a  sum  tiot  exceeding  one  million  be 
raised,  by  way  of  Lottery,  for  that  purpose. 
His  l(M?dship  was  opposed  b v  Mr.  Sandys ; 
who  was  answerea  by  sir  William  Ycmge. 
Hereupon 

Mr.  Ef'le  stood  up  and  said. 

Sir ;— -I  am  very  much  for  giving  all  the 
relief  we  can  to  such  as  are  objects  of  cha- 
rity, but  I  am  as  much  Against  doinj^  it  by 
way  of  Lottery ;  for  by  such  a  method,  m 
order  to  relieve  those  idio  have  been 
cheated  and  undone,  we  shall  give  a  han- 
dle, by  which  a  much  greater  number  of 
weak  and  simple  persons  may  be  undone. 

Mr.  Palmer  spoke  next : 

Sir ; — ^I  always  was,  and  alwajrs  shall  be 
against  Lotteries,  of  whatever  land,  or  on 
wnatever  occasion,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
but  be  against  the  proposition  now  made  to 
us.    I  ahali  be  gUia  to  «eQ  those  poor,  un<> 
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bq^jr  people  rdieved/aAd,  and  I  hope 
tliat  some  effiectua)  meiiiods  may  be  fdlen 
OQ  for  procuring  that  relief;  but  do  not 
let  tis  think  of  giving  them  relief  by  set- 
fiing  tq>  what  has  been  always  deemed  a 
public  nuisance ;  I  believe  it  will  be  a  bet- 
ter way  for  us  to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  crown,  for  the  relief  of  those  of  the 
Sufferers  who  are  really 'objects  of  com- 
pMdon:  this  method  I  mention '  only  to 
the  Committee ;  but,  whatever  relief  is  to 
be  mntedy  I  t^dnk  it  ought  to  be  very 
mam  confined,  for  as  to  all  those  who 
ihall  appear  to  have  been  gamesters  in  that 
itock,  tney  no  more  merit  the  compassion 
of  the  pumic,  than  those  who  are  undone 
tt  a  guning  table.  I  doubt  much  if  any 
of  the  men  who  became  adventurers  in 
that  Corporation  deserve  much  compas- 
noD;  I  am  afraid,  that  most  of  them  pur- 
chased, either  whii  a  view  of  making  an 
unjust  profit  by  the  advanced  price  or  the 
shares  they  bought,  or  with  a  view  to  have 
a  hi^r  mterest  for  their  money,  than 
what  they  were  by  law  intitled  to,  and  in 
dther  case  they^re  almost  as  fraudulent  as 
those  who  were  the  managers;  for  he  that 
cheats,  or  extorts  from  a  man  a  shilling,  is 
as  much  guOty  of  fraud,  as  he  that  cheats 
him  out  ^  1,000/.  Indeed,  as  to  the  la- 
dies, a  great  many  of  them  may  have  been 
innocently  drawn  in  by  those,  to  whom 
they  intrtisted  the  management  of  their 
affiars,  or  by  those  who,  from  the  begin- 
ning, had  a  formed  design  of  cheating 
them  out  of  their  money:  their  case  is 
reallv  to  be  pitied,  but  in  my  opinion,  of 
all  the  Sufierers,  thej  only  are  the  proper 
objects  of  compassion,  and  therefore  I 
hme,  that  whatever  relief  is  to  be  given, 
via  be  confined  to  the  fair  sex  only. 

Lord  Tyrconnel  replied : 

Sir ; — I  have  as  sreat  a  regard  for  the 
fiur  sex  as  the  genueman  who  spoke  last, 
and  with  him  I  think,  that  they  are  really 
the  matest  objects  of  compassion ;  but. 
Sir,  let  us  consider,  that  many  of  those 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  undone,  have 
wifes  and  daughters,  and  I  cannot  but  look 
i^Nm  the  wives  and  daughters  of  such  men 
to  be  at  least  as  great  objects  of  compas- 
sion, is  any  of  those  ladies  who  have  been 
ondone  by  their  own  act  and  deed. 

Sir  Charles  Wager  rose  and  said : 

'  Sir;— I  must  think,  that  the  only  means 
ve  can  think  of  for  relieving  the  unhappy 
Meren  in  diat  Corporation,  is  to  make'a 
I'Vtt^iylbr  Aflir  benefit;  but  I  must  likje- 


wise  be  of  opinion,  that  a  Lottery  of  a  mil- 
lion will  be  too  large;  I  believe  one  of 
500,000/.  may  be  sufficient ;  and  therefore 
I  shall  second  the  motion  to  the  amount  of 
that  sum. 

Sir  Joseph  JekyU  spoke  against  the 
motion  as  foUows : 

Sir ; — Before  we  think  of  granting  any 
money  to  the  crown,  or  of  granting  money 
in  any  other  way,  for  the  relief  of  those 
Sufierers,  we  ought  first  to  consider,  whe- 
ther or  no  we  have  any  power  or  auUiority 
to  tax  the  people,  or  to  grant  away  the 
public  money  for  the  relief  of  any  private 
persons.  I  must  really  be  of  opini(m,  that 
we  have  no  such  power ;  we  are  indeed  to 
dispose  of  the  public  money,  but  then  we 
are  to  dispose  of  it  for  pubhc  uses ;  we  are 
not  to  convert  it  either  to  our  own  use,  or 
to  the  use  of  any  private  person:  It  is  true, 
we  have  sometimes  granted  money  to  the 
king  for  the  rewarding  of  private  persons, 
but  such  erants  have  idways  been  made  for 
some  services  rendered  by  those  persons 
to  the  public ;  and  therefore,  what  money 
was  in  that  way  granted,  was  really  for  the 
use  of  the  public.  Even  the  raising  of 
money  by  a  Lottery  is  raising  money  upon 
the  people,  and  if  any  part  of  the  money 
so  raisea  is  granted  away  to  private  per- 
sons, I  must  look  upon  it  to  be  a  converting 
the  pubhc  money  to  the  use  of  private  per- 
sons, which  I  think  we  have  no  power  to 
do;  and  unon  that  account,  as  well  as  on 
account  ot  the  many  inconveniences  that 
attend  Lotteries,  I  must  be  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  JVinnington  spoke  next  in  behalf 
of  the  motion : 

Sir ; — ^I  have  always  had  a  great  regard 
for  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  but  I 
hope  he  will  excuse  me,  if  I  say  that  I  do 
not  think  the  objections  he  has  now  made 
against  the  proposition  in  hand,  are  near 
so  strong  as  those  usually  made  by  him. 
As  to  our  power  of  grantmg  money  for 
the  relief  in  question,  I  do  not  know  what 

rmtr  we  may  have  in  that  respect ;  but 
am  sure  there  are  several  instances, 
where  we  have  granted  even  a  pubhc  tax 
for  the  relief  ot  private  persons.  One 
suah  instance.  Sir,  is  within  my  knowledge, 
and  is  so  late,  that  every  gentleman  in 
this  House  may  remember  it ;  that  is,  the 
case  of  the  suitors  in  chancery,  whose 
money  had  been  lost  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  late  lord  chanceuor,  and  the  then 
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atiailen  in  chancery :  it  is  wdl  known 
that  thig  House  laid  a  tax  vpo|i  the  law, 
which  I  take  to  be  a  tax  upon  the  pe^de, 
because  ^e  whole  is  paid  by  the  clients 
in  that  court,  and  not  by  the  lawyers ; 
and  the  money  to  arise  by  this  tax  was  ap- 
propriated towards  makmg  good  the  loss, 
which  the  suitors  in  that  court  had  sus- 
tained. Another  instance  <tf  the  same  na^ 
ture  is  that  tax,  which  was  granted  for 
relief  of  the  orphans  within  me  city  of 
London ;  and  1  believe  several  other  in- 
stances could  be  given,  if  we  were  to  exa- 
mine the  Journals  of  this  House«-^How- 
ever.  Sir,  I  do  nottake  this  to  be  ^  ques- 
tion now  before  us.  It  is  not  pcapoBed  to 
impose  apy  tax,  or  to  grant  any  money  to 
the  crown  for  the  relidT  of  those  unhappy 
sufferers  ;  for  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  can 
be  thought,  that  the  grantmg  a  lottery  is 
either  a  tax  or  an  imposition  upon  the 
public.  By  grantiog  a  lottery  we  do  not 
oblige  any  man  to  pay  towards  it,  no  man 
is  to  be  forced  to  bec<Hne  an  adventurer ; 
it  IS  not  really  so  much  a  mnt  of  money, 
as  it  is  a  repeal  in  so  &r  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament lately  made  against  private  lotte- 
ries;  for,  if  it  were  not  for  that  statute, 
the  Chuitable  Corporation  could  of  them- 
selves set  up  such  a  lottery  as  is  now  pro^ 
posed :  and  as  the  makmg  c£  that  law 
was  occasioned  by  the  many  frauds  that 
were  committed  by  the  means  of  private 
lotteries,  and  the  downright  bites  that 
were,  often  put  upon  peqple  under  that 
nanie,  the  cause  entirely  ceases  with  re- 
spect to  the  lottery  now  prc^osed,  from 
which  no  fraud  or  bite  can  be  so  mudi  as 
suspected. 

Sir  William  J^iF^iuttam  stood  up,  and  said : 

Sir ; — As  to  the  aflhir  before  us,  I  am 
afnud  we  are  b^inning  at  the  wron^  end. 
We  are  now  in  a  CkMnmittee,  to  consider  of 
ways  and  means  for  relieving  such  of  the 
aurorqrs  in  the  Charitable  Corporation,  as 
shall  be  deemed  objects  of  compassion, 
and  we  are  oow  goiqg  to  resolve  i|pon  a 
certam  sum  to  be  impropriated  for  that 
relief,  before  we  know  ai^  thing  about  the 
goSkten ;  whether  there  be  any,  or  how 
many  of  th^m  there  be  objects  of  comr 
passion  ;  or  what  sum  will  be  necessary 
for  giving  them  a  proper  relief  ?  Allthe^ 
questions  ought,  i  think,  to  be  resolved* 
before  we  proceed  to  grnnt  any  sum  for 
that  purpose,  either  hj  way  of  lotteiy  or 
any  other  way.    Ii^a,  Sir,  firm^jrofoiw- 
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persons ;  and  to  think  of  giriog  a  rdief 
bywayof  lottery,  is  to  establish  by  law  a 
new  wceit,  for  the  relief  of  those  who  have 
su&red  by  an  old  one.  As  to  our  having 
it  in  our  power  to  relihre  private  persona 
by  public  taxes,  the  instances  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  q>oka 
last,  are  not  at  all  to  the  present  case* 
The  suitors  in  chancery  were  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  those  we  are  now 
about  to  relieve :  the  court  of  chan^;ery  i^ 
one  of  the  public  courts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  consequently  is  the  same  with  the 
puUic;  whatever  money  wasputinto  the  CU8* 
tody  of  that  court,  was  put  into  the  custody 
of  die  public,  and  if  any  of  it  was  pur- 
loined by  those  officers  who  are  i^p^mited 
by  the  public,  there  is  no  question  but 
that  the  public  is  obliged  to  make  it  goods 
besides,  thos/who  had  their  money  in  that 
court  did  not  voluntarily  put  it  there ; 
they  were  all  obliged,  contrary  to  their  in- 
clination, to  leave  it  in  that  court ;  they 
could  not  get  it  out  again  without  an 
order  of  court  for  that  purpose;  they  could 
not  so  much  as  inouire  m  what  mannra* 
their  money  was  oisposed  of;  whereas, 
with  remct  to  the  suffisrers  in  the  Cha- 
ritable Corporation,  they  have  no  pretence 
of  having  trusted  the  public  with  their 
money;  they  voluntarily  put  their  money 
there ;  they  might  have  taken  it  out  uriien 
th^  would,  and  they  might  have  every 
day  inquired  into  the  managem^ot  of  it ; 
so  that  what  they  have  Iwt  is  entirely 
owing  to  their  own  act  and  deed,  or  at 
least  to  their  own  neglect ;  they  have  no« 
thing  but  compassion  to  plead  for  granting 
tiiem  any  relidTfrom  the  public,  and  I  am 
afraid)  it  we  consider  the  public  aright, 
and  the  loads  it  already  labcHirs  under,  we 
must  conclude  it  is  not  in  a  prcmer  con- 
dition for  granting  such  large  omrities. 
That  other  instance.  Sir,  relating  to  die 
tax  for  relieving  the  orphans  t£xSe  city  of 
Iiondon,  isatUl  lessto  the  present  case  ;  it 
is  a  loc^  tax ;  it  extends  no  fiurther  than 
the  city  of  Lcndon ;  and  it  was  most  rea- 
sonable that  the  citizens  of  London  should 
be  obliged  to  make  good  the  loss,  that  was 
sustained  Iw  persons  who  were  undf^a 
necessity  of  trusting  their  money  to  thensi^ 
or  at  least  to  the  officers  awointed  by 
thenu — Now  as  to  Lotteries,  Sir,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  mistakes  it,  ^he  ima- 
gines that  die  frauds  committed  in  private 
kvttaries,  was  die  only  reaaon  for  prohilMt- 
ing  by  an  express  law  the  settii^  up  of  anv 
iiioo,  diatwQ  have  iH>  power  to  lay  on  any  ^  su(^    Every  lottoy,  piftlfc  orprifate,* 
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jDniiy  poor  unlUbkii^  P^^'P'^  '^  tbem- 
pdret  oy  yentiinng  more  money  in  ^t 

3  than  their  circumgtances  can  admit  of; 
as  all  lotteriee  are  a  sort  of  gaming- 
tables, they  give  great  ^icouragement  to 
idJeoefs  and  extravagance,  by  buoying  up 
weak  people  with  the  hopes  of  getting 
ridiea  m  another  way  than  that  of  industry 
and  frugality,  which  is  the  only  way  of 
getting  riches  that  ought  to  b^  encouraged 
bv  a  wise  peopk ;  the^fore.  Sir,  the  cause 
of  the  law  does  not  ceaae  with  re9pect  to  the 
lottery  now  proposed,  but  will,  I  believe, 
grow  more  strong  against  it  than  against 
any  public  lottery  that  ever  was  nrofMsed ; 
for,  considering  the  expences  ot  manage- 
maat^  it  is  certain  that  the  Corporation,  or 
the  suffsrers  therein,  can  make  little  or 
nothing  by  a  lottery,  unless  it  be  made  so 
disadvantageous  to  the  adventurers,  that 
no  man  but  a  madman  will  put  any  money 
mto  it ;  and  if  such  a  lottery  should  fill,  it 
would  be  a  very  powerful  argument  against 
this  and  every  such  lottery  that  can  be 
proposed;  for  it  is  really  granting  a  licence 
DT  act  of  parliament  to  cheat  people  out 
0^  their  money,  which  is  a  sort  of  project 
for  raising  money  that  this  House  will 
aever,  I  hope,  agifee  to  in  any  case  what- 
ever. 

Lord  Hervey  spoke  next  in  favour  of 
the  motion : 

Sir; — ^There  is,  in  my  opinion, no  possi- 
Ue  r^ef  to  be  given  to  those  unfortunate 
pec^le,  but  w^  must  be  attended  with 
some  inconveniences.  I  am,  in  general, 
as  much  against  encouraging  lot&ries  as 
any  gentleiAAn  in  this  House ;  but  whore 
DO  real  fraud  is  committed,  I  cannot  think 
that  a  lotteiy  is  a  thing  c^  so  bad  conse- 
quence ;  where  the  money  thereby  raised 
f$  dxdy  applied,  and  no  underhand  dealings 
afloved  to  be  put  in  practice,  which,  to  be 
soe,  win  be  taken  care  of  in  the  present 
caK,  it  cannot  be  attended  with  many  in- 
convemences ;  and  as  a  lottery  is  the  <miv 
method  iHiich  I  have  yet  heard  mentioneo, 
or  can  think  of,  for  giving  relief  to  those 
objects  of  compassion  we  mve  now  under 
qor  consideration ;  I  have  so  mudi  pit^ 
fir  diem,  that  I  think  the  few  inconveni- 
codes,  diat  can  attend  such  a  small  loU 
toy  as  ^at  of  500^000^  ought  in  the  pre- 
sent case  to  be  overiooked. — ^Upon  the  pe- 
tkion  of  the  Ptbprietors  of  this  Corpora- 
tioQ,  we  have  all  nad  two  things  under  our 
consideration.    The  first  was  Ui^t  of  doing 

e'  »  by  punMiing  the  guilty;  in  this  we 
gone  on  as  we  ooght  to  do  in  all  such 


cases ;  we  have  proceeded  with  the  utmost 
caution ;  because,  if  we  had  been  rigorous 
in  that  point,  we  might  readily  have  de- 
viated into  severi^,  which  in  all  cases 
ought  to  be  carenilly  avoided;  but  as  to 
the  other  point,  which  is  that  of  givine  re- 
lief to  the  unfortunate  su&rers,  and  iniich 
is  the  point  now  before  us,  there  is  no  need 
(£  so  great  caution :  if  in  this  we  should 
go  a  little  too  far,  it  is  erring  upon  the  safe 
side ;  the  greatest  fiuilt  we  can  be  guil^ 
'  of,  is  that  of  shewing  too  much  compassion 
and  pity  for  those  innocent  persons,  who 
have  by  the  frauds  of  others  hecome  pro* 
per  objects  of  companion. — ^It  cannot,  I 
think,  be  said,  that  we  are  beginning  atthe 
wronff  end,  by-voting  for  a  500,0&^.  lot- 
tery, before  we  know  the  number  ci  the 
sunerers  that  are  objects  of  compassion, 
or  the  sum  that  will  be  wanted  for  giving 
them  a  proper  relief;  because.  Sir,  we  are 
not  now  to  settle  the  sdieme  of  the  lottery : 
before  that  is  settled  there  will  be  time  to 
inquire  into  what  sum  will  be  necessary  for 
giving  such  relief^  andlaccording  as  that 
sum  IS  large  or  small,  the  lottery  may  be 
made  the  more  or  the  less  advantageous 
for  the  adventurers;  if  100,000^  £ould 
be  found  to  be  necessary  for  relieving  all 
those  of  the  suffi^rers  who  are  really 
objects  (ji  conq>as8ion,  there  must  be 
a  fifUi  part  of  the  money  contributed  by 
the  adventurers  sunk  for  the  use  of  the 
suferers ;  and,  if  it  should  be  found,  that 
half  that  sum  will  be  sufficient  for  the  end 
(urqposed,  then  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
sink  above  one  tenth  of  the  money  contri« 
buted  by  the  adventurers ;  and  whatever 
is  thus  sunk  by  the  adventurers,  is  not  reaily 
to  be  lookea  on  as  money  thrown  away, 
it  is  to  be  looked  on  as  so  much  nkonef 
given  by  them  for  a  charitable  use ;  and 
the  raising  of  this  charity  by  way  of  lot* 
tery,  is  proposed  only  as  an  inc(ucement 
for  acmie  people  to  contribute  towards  a 
charitable  use,  who  would  not  perhapa 
otherwise  contribute  U>  the  most  chanta* 
ble  use  that  can  be  imagined. 

Sir  Joseph  JeiytttpdkeBgim  I 

Sir  ^— -I  am  very  mudi  convinced,  andl 
find  It  is  generally  allowed,  that  a  loCtm 
is  in  itself  a  bad  thing ;  and,  I  think  itis 
likewise  allowed,  that  tl^ere  ia  na  reaacii 
for  our  comii^  into  such  a  measure  at  prck 
sent,  but  only  the  necessity  we  are  underi 
and  because  no  oth^  means  of  relief  oati 
be  thought  o&  Tbereisnosortoflottett 
can  be  set  up^but  what  must  expose  m/m 
tlt^dea of  people  to  beundane;  and  it  id 
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impossible  to  j^revent  several  of  those 
fraudulent  practices^  which  are  always  set 
up  under  the  sanction  of  every  public  lot- 
tery. If  then  a  lottery  be  in  itself  a  bad 
thing,  surely  the  less  we  have  of  it  the 
better ;  why  should  we  vote  for  a  lottery  of 
500,000/.  if  one  of  250,000/.  will  do  the 
business  ?  This  consideration  alone  makes 
it,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  first  to 
consider  who  are  Ejects  of  compassion, 
and  what  sum  will  be  sufficient  to  relieve'' 
them ;  for  if  upon  such  enquirr  it  be  found 
that  a  lottery  of  250,000/.  will  be  suflftcien*: 
for  the  end  proposed,  it  would  certainly 
be  very  wrong  m  us  to  vote  a  lottery  of 
500,000/.  for  we  seem  all  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  a  lottery  for  any  sum  will 'do 
mischief;  but  a  lottery  for  a  small  sum 
can  never  do  so  much  mischief  as  one  for  a 
larger. 

Mr.  Heaihcote  spoke  next  as  follows : 

Sir ; — ^I  must  confess  that  what  is  now 
proposed  seems  to  be  a  new  method  of 
raism^  chari^ ;  but  I  hope  the  charitable 
disposition  of  the  people  of  this  nation  is 
not  as  yet  so  much  decayed,  as  to  make  it 
necessary  to  trick  them  into  the  giving  of 
charity  <'  when  they  are  fully  convinced 
that  the  use,  for  which  the  money  is  raised, 
is  really  charitable,  in  such  cases  I  have 
never  as  yet  observed  the  people  backw^ 
in  their  contributions ;  I  am,  indeed, 
afraid  that  the  objects  of  charity  now  under 
our  consideration  would  not  meet  with  any 
great  relief  firom  the  people;  for  the  gene- 
rality of  the  people  do  generally  think,  that 
those  who  are  undone  by  any  sort  of 
,  gaming  or  stockjobbing,  are  not  proper 
objects  of  charity.  Those  who  are  ruined 
by  shipwrecks,  bv  fire,  or  such  accidents, 
are  certainly  much  gr^iter  objects  of  cha^ 
rit^,  and  more  cntided  to  a  parliamentary 
retief,  than  those  who  ever  were  or  ever 
can  be  undone  bv  the  management  of 
any  pi:d)lic  stock  whatever;  because  every , 
proprietor  may  look  mto  the  affiurs  ci 
the  company,  and  may  prevent  the  mis- 
management, if  he  is  but  tolerably  care- 
ful S  his  own  interest;  and  yet  we 
have  never  seen  any  of  the  former  so 
liiuch  as  claim  a  relief  from  parliament.— 
I  must  observe,  l%r,  tiiat  yrhsX  we  are  now 
about  may  come  to  be  a  very  bad  prece* 
dent;  it  will  for  the  future  make  aU  pro- 

Srietors  of  public  funds  less  careful  of 
leir  directors  and  managers;  86thatlam 
afraid,  we  may  have  many  applioitiona  of 
the  same  nature.  There  is  now  a  com- 
pany under  eur  consideratioDy  whidi  will 


likewise,  I  believe,  stand  in  need  of  the 
sat9e  sort  of  relief;  and  I  do  not  know,  bat 
that  in  nine  or  ten  years,  another  great 
company  may  find  themselves  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  applying  for  something  of  the 
same  nature;  eq»e€irily  if  they  should  go 
on  with  their  present  scheme  of  diminish- 
ingso  considerably  their  trading  capital,  and 
loading  it  with  aU  die  debts  ttev  now  owe. 
For  these  reasons.  Sir,  as  wdl  as  a  great 
man^  others,  I  cannot  but  be  against  tb^ 
motion  now  in  hand. 

This  debate  bein^  over,  a  nfotion  was 
made.  That  the  chairman  leave  the  chair : 
but  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  by  85  to  61 ; 
after  which  the  Committee  came  to  several 
Resolutions,  which  upon  the  report  were 
agreed  to ;  and  a  Bill  brought  in  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers  by  a  lottery  of 
500,000/.  which  passed  into  a  law. 

The  King's  Message  respecting  a  Treaty 
of  Marriage  between  the  Princess  Rm/al 
and  the  Pnnce  of  Orange!*^.']  May  8.  The 
following  Message  from  his  Majesty  was 
delivered  to  both  Houses : 
"G.R. 

**  His  Majesty  having  received  from  the 
prince  of  Orange  proposals  for  a  Treaty 
of  Marriage  between  the  princess  royal 
and  the  said  prince ;  and  his  Majesty  hav- 
ing been  pleased  favourably  to  accept 
the  instances  made  -by  the  prince;  his 
highness  has  sent  over  a  minister,  instruct- 
ed and  authorised  with  full  powers,  to  treat 
of  and  conclude  the  Articles  of  Marriage: 
his  Majesty  therefore  thought  it  proper  to- 
communicate  this  important  a&ir  to  this 


*  ^<  An  event  of  great  importance  was  now 
upon  the  carpet,  and  came  to  light  this  session 
ofparliaraent.  It  was  with  some  concern  that 
his  Mi^lesty  and  the  queen  reflerted  upon  the 
low  state  of  the  Protestant  interest,  at  this  time, 
in  Europe.  They  saw  the  Dutch  wholly  en-- 
grossed  by  France,  and  all  the  mutual  adran* 
tages  of  the  alliances  between  Bn^land  and 
Holland  in  danger  of  beipg  lost  to  the  Protes- 
tant cause,  unless  such  an  interest  could  be 
raised  hi  Holland,  as  micrht  counter- balance 
that  of  Frauce.  Their  Ma^jesties,  therefore, 
fixed  their  eyes  upon  the  Pnnce  of  Orange,  as 
a  proper  match  for  their  eldest  daughter  the 
prmoeas  royal ;  and  he  was  encouraged  to  send 
over  proposals  for  that  purpose,  which  his  Ma- 
jesty received  fiivourably.  He  was  a  yooog 
Erince  of  great  virtues  and  ^n^eat  alnlities ;  but 
is  fortune  being  far  inferior  to  his  birth  and 
bis  spirit,  thorMajesties  shewed  the  greater 
maflmanimity  in  postponing  that  oonskmratiott 
lotbepablicgood."    Tindat 
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Hotase ;  and,  as  he.  makes  no  doubt  but 
Ihis  Marriage  will  be  to  the  g,eneral  st^bis- 
&ction  0^  all  his  good  subjects,  he  promises 
himself  th^  concurrence  and  assistance  of 
this  House,  in  enabling  him  to  give  such  a 
portion  to  his  eldest  daughter,  as  shall  be 
Hiitable  to  the  present  occasion,  and  may 
contribute  towards  supporting  with  honour 
^nd  digqity  an  alliance  that  will  tend  so 
much  to  the  further  security  of  the  Protes- 
tant succession  to  the  crown  of  these 
realms,  and  to  the  Protestant  interest  in 
Europe.'' 

The  Lord^  Address  of  Thanhs  thereon.'} 
The  Lords  agreed  upon  the  following  Ad- 
dress: 

**  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

*♦  We,  your  Majesty^s  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majesty  our  most  hiunble 
thanks,  for  your  most  gracious  Message ; 
and  for  your  goodness,  in  acquainting  us, 
that  your  Majesty  has  received,  from  the 
prince  of  Oreuige,  proposals  for  a  Treaty  of 
Marriage  between  the  princess  royal,  your 
M^estjr's  eldest  daughter,  and  that  prince ; 
and  to  express,  at  the  same  time,  tne  just 
sense  we  have  of  your  Majesty's  tender 
care  and  concern  for  the  interests  of  your 
TCople,  4ind  for  the  fiuther  security  of  the 
PMestant  succession  of  the  crown  of  these 
realms,  in  having  been  pleased  favourably 
to  receive  the  instances  made  by  the 
prince. 

**  When  we  consider  the  many  ereat 
and  signal  advantages  that  these  kingdoms 
have  received  from  a  strict  union  with  the 
hoQse  of  Orange,  it  is  with  pleasure  we  ob- 
serve your  Majes^'s  present  disposition,  to 
give  a  princess,  so  deservedly  dear  to  your 
Msjeaty,  and  esteemed  and  admired  by 
sD  your  people,  to  a  branch  of  that  hpuse. 

M  The  distinction  with  which  jour  Ma^ 
jcsty  is,  upon  this  occasion,  graciously  dis- 
posed to  honour  his  highness  the  prince  of 
Orange,  is  a  fresh  proof  of  your  Majesty's 
unalterable  resolution  to  preserve  to  your 
peoole  those  liberties  which  your  late  royal 
preoecesaor  king  William  the  third,  of  ever 
I     glarious  memory,  came  to  restore. 

**  These,  Sir,  liieing  our  sentiments,  and, 
ai  we  pcnmiade  ourselves,  those  of  the 
whde  nation ; .  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  as- 
sne  your  Msgesty,  that  we  will  readily 
and  c^earfuDy  concur  in  every  thing  that 
ttaj  conteSmte  to  d^e  concluding  and  per- 
fecting an  aUiance,  that  will  tend  so  much 
|s  the  fiurther  security  of  the  Protestant 


succesdon  to  the  crown  of  these  realms, 
and  to  the  encouragement  and  support  of 
the  Protestant  interest  in  Eurc^.'' 

The  Commons^  Address  of  Thanks 
thereon*"]  The  Address  of  the  Commons 
was  as  follows: 

<<  Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  most  dutiful  Thanks  for 
being  graciously  pleased  to  communicate 
to  us  your  royal  intentions  of  concluding  a 
Marriage  between  the  Princess  Royal  and 
the  Prince  of  Orange. 

<*  The  happ^  prospect  of  seeing  this  al- 
liance entered  into,  and  concluded,  with,  a 
prince  whose  family  has  always  distm- 
guished  itself  in  sunport  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  gives  us  the  greatest  satisfaction  t 
We  remember,  with  gratitude,  the  great 
and  infinite  benefits  procured  to  this  na- 
tion by  that  illustrious  House;  and  we 
cannot  but  promise  ourselves  a  further  se- 
curity to  the  Protestant  succession  to  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  from  the  renewal 
of  that  union  which  eave  birth  to,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of,  this  inestimable  blessing. 

'<  And  ^e  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Ma- 
jesty, that,  to  demonstrate  our  duty,  zeal, 
and  affection  to  your  Majesty,  and  to  tes- 
tify the  just  sense  we  have  of  the  singular 
merits,  and  eminent  virtues  of  the  Princess 
Royal,  we  will  enable  your  Majesty  to  give 
her  such  a  j^ortion,  as  may  conduce  to  her 
future  happmess,  and  to  the  supporting  her 
royal  hignness  with  honour  and  dignity." 

Bbport  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  FaAuns  of 
THE  Governor  and  Agents  of  the 
York  Buildings  Company.]  May  10. 
The  Commons  took  into  consideration  the 
Report  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Stock  of 
the  Governor  and  Company  for  raising  the 
Thames  Water  in  York  Buildings,  assem- 
bled in,  their  General  Court  held  at  their 
house  in  Winchester-street,  the  12th  of 
January  last. 

The  Petition  set  forth, «  That,  for  carry- 
ing on  the  Water-works  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  for  purchasing  several  forfeited 
Estates  in  England  and  Scotland,  as  well 
as  for  underU^ing  and  managing  several 
mines,  and  other  works  and  trade  in  Scot- 
land, for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Company,^ 
several  hundred  thousand  pounds  were 
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raised,  and  paid  in,  by  Ae  Proprietors  of 
Stock  in  tne  said  Company;  all  or  the 
greatest  part  of  whidi  money  hath  been 
embezzled  and  misapplied  by  the  Frauds, 
and  notorious  misbehaviour  of  the  present 
Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  others, 
who  are,  or  have  been,  entrusted  wiUi  the 
management  of  the  affiurs  thereof,  and 
l^ir  agents ;  by  which  all  the  Petitioners 
lure  become  great  sufferers,  fmd  many  of 
than  reduced  to  the  utmost  poVert^  and 
distress :  And  that,  tiiou^  the  Petitioners 
have  already  discovered  many  of  the  said 
Frauds,  yet  tliey  are  imable  fully  to  dis- 
cover all  the  persons  concerned  tnerein,  or 
to  obtain  a  redress  of  their  grievances, 
without  the  assistance  of  this  House;  many 
of  the  servants  and  officers  of  the  said 
Company  being  so  far  under  the  influence 
of  the  present  Governor,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners nave  not  been  able  to  prevail  on 
them  to  disclose  such  circumstances  of  the 
said  Frauds  as  they  are  acquainted  with ; 
and  most  of  the  books  of  the  Corporation, 
from  whence  any  light  might  be  obtained 
therein,  bemg  either  secreted  or  kept,  and 
made  up,  on  purpose  to  prevent  a  disco- 
very* And  therefore  humbly  hoping.  That 
the  House,  taking  into  consideration  the 
extraordinary  circi^mstances  of  their  case, 
and  how  £sur  credit  in  general  may  be  af- 
fected, if  such  prodigious  embezzlements, 
and  such  manifest  vtolatiom  of  trust, 
should  eo  unpunished,  will  inquire  into  the 
state  orme  said  Corporation,  and  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  have,  6r  have  had  the 
management  of  their  afimrs ;  and  give  such 
relief  to  the  Petitioners  as  to  the  House 
ahall  seem  meet.*' 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
Ihe  said  Betition  was  referred  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  from  the  Committee,  to  whom 
The  Petitiok  of  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Stock  of  the-Garrem^  and 
Company,  for  raising  tlie  Thames 
Water  in  York  BuiLDiKGS,a8sembled 
in  ihw  Gcoieral  Court,  held  at  their 
Houaein  Windmter  Street,  tiie  IStii 
day  of  January  1732,  was  referred. 

The  Comitaittee  to  whom  die  Petition 
rfthe  Proprietors  of  tfie  stodr  of  die  Go- 
rei'norand  Cobknuit  for  rwsipg  the  Thames 
water  m  Yoric  BtoMhigSy  IdBsembled  injfteir 
genend  court,  held  at  Aeir  House  in  Win- 
ehetter  Street^  tflie  l^Mi  cunr  or  January 
ytfH^  WW  i^feircd>  Itthfie  wioi  aS  assiduity 


attended  the  evidence  brought  by  the  ne^ 
titioners,  in  support  of  their  general  alle- 
gations, but,  as  that  evidence  has  chiefly 
proceeded  in  a  minute  detail  of  a  great 
number  of  fiurts,  tendmg  to  prove  many 
mismanagements  of  various  kinds,  by  those 
who  have  successively  had  the  direction  of 
this  company  for  upwards  of  thirteen  years 
last  past ;  it  nas  drawn  out  the  examination 
into  an  excessive  length,  and  is  not  yet  intire- 
^finished;  and  the  collecting  and  digesting 
tot  the  mformation  of  this  Ilouse,  w^at  has 
been  and  shall  be  offered,  must  unavoidably 
take  up  a  considerable  time  longer.  But 
the  session  being  now  far  advanced,  and 
the  a&urs  of  the  company  appearing,  on  a 
general  view,  to  be  in  a  very  confused  and 
ruinous  conation  ;  your  Committee  have 
agreed  to  lay  a  general  state  of  the  said  af- 
nurs  before  the  House  at  present,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  enabled  to  frame  one,  sub- 
mitting it  to  their  consideration,  whether 
any  thme  may  be  done  before  the  conclu- 
sion, of  Uils  session,  to  prevent  the  flirther 
Bufferings  of  many  untortunate  members 
and  creditors  of  the  company,  and  the  im- 
minent ruin  of  a  corporation  from  whom  the 
public  has  receivea  considerdlile  sums  of 
money :  and  at  the  same  time  your  Com- 
mittee will  be  pursuing  their  inquiries  into 
tiie  particular  instances  of  mismanagement 
insisted  on  by  the  Petitioners,  and  pre- 
paring to  report  the  same  to  the  House 
with  all  poanble  diligence. 

The  Petitioners  have  led  the  inquiry  of 

(our  Committee  as  far  back  as  the  year 
719,  in  which  this  community  received  a 
i^rv  great  alteration,  both  in  their  form 
and  in  their  business. 

To  explain  which,  it  is  necessary  briefly 
to  take  notice  oftheirrise^  and  progress  to 
that  time. 

In  the  27th  year  of  king  Charles  thedd. 
Ral^h  Bucknall  and  Ralph  Wayne,  gen- 
tlemen, obtained  a  licence  under  the  Great. 
Seal,  with  tiie  necessary  powers,  to  them, 
their  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns 
to  erect  a  waterwork  near  die  river  of 
Thames,  m  and  upon  jrart  of  the  ground  of 
Yoric  House  or  York  House  Garden,  benig 
their  own  ground  for  the  term  of  ninety- 
nine  years.  > 

By  a  m&rate  BocA:  of  the  transactions  of 
tliese  patefitees,  it  api>ears  tiiat  they  soon 
dividect  their  property  into  twelve  shares, 
and  on  the  6tn  or  Jmy  1688,  into  forty- 
eight  shares. 

In  tfie  second  and  tiuord  year  of  Ung 
Wfflfiun  and  queen  fil8ry,an  Act  ofpcrlia- 
oientpMsed^  intiM^ed,  An  Act  for  moor^ 
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tiewaterworksin 
STock  BMiUingSylEuklfor  ettcouraging,  cany- 
ii^  OD,  and  setUing  the  said  waterworks. 

This  Aet  iftoorporates  the  part  owners 
or  proprietors  of  the  said  waterworks,  by 
the  name  o£  *  The  Governor  and  Company 
of  Undertakers  for  raising  the  Thames 
*  water  in  York  Buildings  /  and  enables 
Iheoi  to  purchase,  ^oy,  imd  alien  lands, 
tenements,  &c*  to  yse  a  common  seal,  and 
alter  it  as  they  diall  see  expedient ;  ap- 
points  a  governor  and  six  of  tne  company 
lo  becalkd  assistants,  who  shall  have  the 
darectiop,  haadi  ing,  ordermg,  and  managing 
«f  the  said  water-houses  and  waterworks, 
and  of  all  business,  a&iis,  and  things  be- 
kmgiog  to  the  said  Coivpany ;  directs, 
that  the  sai4  governor  and  company,  or  the 
gveaiter  pan  <^  than,  shall  jreariy  on  the 
SQth  dny  of  S^tember,  or  within  three 
days  after,  assemble,  and  elect  a  governor 
•ad  sax  asaiBtants  for  the  year  ensuing,  who 
ihall  take  d^ir  several  oaths  for  the  due 
execution  oi  their  respective  offices,  with 
H  proviaioA  for  like  elections  m  cases  of 
death  or  p«aoval for  just  cause;  and  that 
at  every  such  election  to  be  made,  and  in 
the  nulfiiif  of  any  orders  or  by-laws  by  the 
aaid  governor  and  company,  and  their  suc- 
caiaors,  for  the  better  ordering  and  manag- 
ing thmr  aiairs,  every  person  shall  have  a 
Bomher  (rf*  votes  according  to  his  share  or 
ahares  m  the  said  waterworks  and  water- 
booaes;  that  is  to  say,  if  but  one  share, 
tiMsi  one  vote,  and  if  two  or  more  shares, 
then  two  or  more  votes  according  to  his 
■mnberofdiares. 

In  this  form,  and  under  these  regulations, 
tiie  Company  remained  to  the  16th  oi  Oc- 
tober 17199  oa  which  day  it  appears  by  a' 
Binate  in  tfie  book  above  mentioned,  the 
ddprQ|>rietorB  agreed  to  sell  for  the  sum  of 
IfiOOL  their  waterworks  in  York  Buildings, 
with  all  th^appifftenanoes,  rents,  and  pro- 
fit^ fromMi^aehims,  preceding  to  Mr.Case 
BilUngaley,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bradley,  Mr. 
James  BiMley,  Mr.  John  Hardwar,  Mr. 
Sobert  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Watts ;  mA  ^  deed  of  contract  to  this 
e&ct  wm  at  the  lame  time  mutually 
eaecuted  s  your  Committee  have  not 
been  able  to  attam  to  a  sight  of  this 
aanlmi;  but  that  it  took  place  in  ge- 
naral,  appeaiv  by  the  sequd  of  die  cmn- 
fvaf%  mm ;  and  ita  particular  import 
mokj  be  reasonably  inforred  from  the  mi- 
aatesof  the  next  general  court,  held  on 
IheSTdi^f  the  same  month,  in  which  many 
ra  made^  and  particularly  the  ftl-. 
yjz» 
[VOL.  IX.] 


<  Ordered  and  enacted.  That  this  Conv 
pany,  in  order  to  improve  their  undeiu 
takmg  of  raising  the  Thames  water  in 
York  Buildings,  for  the  better  supplying 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Lonaon  and 
Westminster,  will  forthwith  lay  open  a 
subscription  at  Mercers  Hall,  for  raising  a 
joint  stock  or  flmdof  1,200,000/.  for  puiw 
chasing  forfeited  and  other  estates  in 
Great  Britain,  to  be  a  fund  for  granting 
annuities  for  life,  and  for  assuring  lives. 

'  That  a  Committee  of  thirty-one  persons 
be  chosen  to  direct  theaf&irs  of  the  com«- 
pany,  for  purchasing  the  forfeited  estates 
m  Grreat  Britain,  to  grant  annuities  for  life^ 
and  to  assure  lives,  upon  the  best  terms 
they  can  for  the  benent  and  advantage  6S 
all  the  subscribers  to  the  said  joint  stock 
or  fund  of  1,200,000/: 

*  That  the  said  Committee  shall  continue 
tin  Michaelmas  1720,  and  till  others 
shall  be  chosen  in  their  room  by  a  general 
court  of  the  subscribers. 

*  That  for  ever  hereafler  a  Committee 
for  managing  the  said  afiairs  shall  be  annu- 
ally chosen  for  the  ensumg  year,  when  n 
governor  and  six  assistants  shall  be 
chosen ;  and  that  the  governor  and  assis- 
tants shall  always  be  part  of  the  said 
Committee. 

<  That  whatever  the  said  Committee  of 
thirty-one  shaU  lawfully  do  in  purchasing 
forfeited  and  other  estates  in  Great  Bri* 
tain,  in  granting  annuities  for  life,  and  in 
assuring  lives,  diall  be  confirmed  by  the 
eovemor  and  assistants,  to  be  held  the 
&8t  Thursday  in  every  month,  or  ofiner,  if 
they  see  fit, 

<  That  the  grand  Committee  may  choose 
a  chairman,  as  oflen  as  they  sliall  thin]^ 
fit,  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  or  bis 
deputy.* 

Tjie  Committee  here  joined  to  the  go- 
vernor and  assistants  subsisted,  though 
often  varied  in  its  number,  until  the  SOth 
daj  of  September  1726,  when  it  was  lai^ 
aside  by  the  following  Order  of  a  Gener^ 
Court : 

'  Resolved,  That  all  powers  and  autho- 

<  rities  heretofore  given  to,  and  now  rest- 

*  in|^  in  the  governor,  assistants,  and  conif- 

<  mittee  of  this  conq[>any,  be  from  hence- 

*  forth  transferred  to,  and  vested  in  th^ 
'  governor  and  six  assistants  only ;  and 

<  that  every  matter,  clause,  and  thin«^,  re- 
^  lating  to  the  annual  committee  of  thi^ 

*  company,  contained  in  any  by-laws  or 
■*  resohitions  x)f  any  general  court  thereof^, 
'  be  hencdbrwara  repealed^  made  void, 

<  and  expunged  \  and  that  the  governor 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


83]  6  GEORGE  IL 

*  and  iny  two  of  the  assialaiits,  ^  in  the 

*  govemor't  absenoep  any  three  of  the 

*  assistants  may^  when  met,  proceed  to 

*  'business  ;  and  that  all  questions  in  the 

*  court  of  assistants  be  carried  by  a  ma- 
■*  jority  of  votes  present  at  the  time ;  and  in 

*  aU  cases  of  equality,  the  chairman  for 

*  the  time  bein^  to  have  the  casting  vote.' 

The  Resolution  for  raising  a  joint  stock 
of  IfiOOflOOl.  for  piurchasing  forfeited  and 
other  estates  in  Great  Britain,  and  granting 
annuities  upon  them,  was  immediately  put 
In  execution ;  and  the  subscription  roll  or 
instrument  bears  date  the  same  27th  of 
October  1719;  the  terms  of  which  are  in 
.  substance  as  follows :  viz. 

Each  subscriber  shall  pay  the  sum  he 
subscribes,  as  it  shall  be  called  for  by  ge- 
neral courts  ;  he  shall  within  fourteen  days 
after  his  subscribing  pay  in  one  per  cent, 
upon  the  whole  sum  by  him  subscribed', 
lliisupon  tile  whole  1,200,000^.  would 
amount  to  12,00(tf.  and  7fi00l.  of  it  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  old  proprietors,  accord- 
ing to  agreement,  for  oefrayin^  the  neces- 
sary chsjrges  of  this  undertaking  ;  for  fit- 
ting up  a  proper  office,  for  payment  of  offi- 
cers and  servants  salaries  and  wages,  and 
other  incident  charges  for  the  first  half  year ; 
.  and  to  satisfy  the  undertakers  of  the  sub- 
scription for  their  pains  and  care  therein. 

Every  subscriber  shall,  upon  notice,  pay 
in  nine  per  cent,  on  the  sum  by  him  sub- 
scribed, at  two  payments  ;  viz.  Four  and 
a  half  within  two  months  after  the  sub- 
.scr lotion  shall  be  closed  ;  and  four  and  a 
halt  per  cent,  more  within  four  months 
then  next  following. 

The  whole  money  subscribed  shall  be 
the  joint  stock  or  fund  of  the  said  governor 
and  company,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
the  profits  to  be  divided  amongst  the  sub- 
scribers by  half-yearly  dividends,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  respective  stocks. 

Each  subscriber  shall  be  admitted  a 
member  of  the  said  company  when  the 
subscriptions  shall  be  closed ;  and  one  per 
cent  shall  be  paid  in  as  aforesaid. 

Every  member  that  shall  have  in  his 
own  name  and  right  1,000/.  of  the  said 
stock  shall  have  one  vote  :  every,  member 
that  shall  so  have  4,000/.  stock,  two  votes : 
every  member  ^with  7,000/.  such  stock, 
three  votes;  and  every  member  with 
10,000/.  such  stock  four  votes,  and  no 
more,  in  all  elections,  and  on  other  busi- 
ness in  eeneral  courts. 

For  Ais  undertaking,  so  &r  as  relates 
to  the  purchasing  forfeited  estates,  the 
^snpany  had  the  authority  of  m  act  of 
I 


Report  rdoHng  to  the 
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parfiament  of  the  fourth  year  ofhiskte 
majesty  king  George  the  mrst,  forvettinff 
the  forfeited  estates  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  trustees,  to  be  wAd  for  the  use 
of  the  public ;  whU^  enables  bodies  politic 
and  corporate  to  become  piurchasers  of 
such  estates.  But  the  power  of  granting 
annuities  was  not  given  them  till  the  ses- 
sion of  parliament  immediately  fc^owing 
their  suoscription,  in  4n  act  of  the  sixth 
year  of  his  said  late  majesty's  reign,  for 
better  explaming  the  nature  of  convey- 
ances to  be  made  to  the  purchasers  of  the 
forfeited  estates;  and  for  enabling  such 
corporations  as  shall  purchase  any  of  the 
saia  estates,  to  grant  annuities  not  exceed- 
ing the  yearly  value  of  the  said  estates. 

The  original  fund  which  the  subscribcrt 
severally  obliged  themselves  to  furnish  to- 
wards carrying  on  their  ivew  undertaking, 
appears  thus  to  have  been,  1,200,000/.  ; 
but  in  the  year  17%  this  fund  received 
several  additions,  to  the  amount  of  59,575/. 
without  any  authority  firom  a  seneral  courts 
or  court  of  assistants  ;  so  mat  the  total 
of  the  stock  now  stands  at  1 ,259,575^ 

In  order  to  know  what  money  had  been 
paid  in,  or  otherwise  advanced  upon  thia 
nominal  capital  for  the  use  of  the  company, 
what  had  oeen  expended  out  of  it,  and 
what  debts,  if  any,  they  had  incurred; 
your  committee  gave  thfc  necessary  orders 
for  making  up  states  of  tliese  matters  to  be 
delivered  to  them,  attested  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  ;  but  those  states  were  fiir 
from  affording  the  satisfaction  wished  for, 
being  in  many  respects  defective,  and  in 
others  uncertain ;  the  cause  of  which  is  th« 
great  carelessness  that  has  been  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  books  of  the  company.  There  k 
no  general  ieger  of  their  accounts,  and  it  m 
now  perhaps  impossible  to  make  one.  up 
that  may  be  depended  on  ;  the  books  ana 
other  materials  firom  whence  it  dunihl  be 
collected  having  been  long  n^lected,  of 
which  some  especial  instances  have  been 
shewn  to  your  committee,  as  follows : 

Mr.  John  Biilingsley,  who  was  made 
secretary  and  cashier  to  thiit  company  the 
16th  of  October  1719,  being  examined  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  (as  were  all  the 
other  witnesses  produced  beforeyour  com- 
mittee,) said,  that  in  the  year  1720  there 
was  no  regular  cash  book  kept,  butalber  thi& 
year  a  cash  book  was  made  up  fi-om  scat- 
tered papers  and  memoranaums,  which 
had  not  all  been  in  his  custody  :  that  he 
doubts  he  cannot  make  up  an  account 
with  the  company,,  several  of  hk  voudierft 
being  lost;  and  tluithe  never  ddiTifedwp 
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an  a0O9UBt  to  Mr.  Ebenezer  Burgiessv  who 
nicceeded  him  as  cashier. 

The  said  lyi r.  Ebenezer  Burgess,  being 
examin^  said,  that  he  was  cashier  from 
aboi^  the  end  of  the  year  1720  to  the  25th 
of  December  1724* ;  and  that  he  had  no 
iNdiance  broi^ht  over  to  him  from  Bil- 
lingdeyhis  predecessor.  Being  shewn  a 
minote  of  the  court  of  assistants  of  the  6th 
of  February  1722,  ordering  that  Mr.  Bur- 
gess and  Mr.  Bishop  be  excused  from  at- 
teadmg  in  the  treasury  for  fourteen  days, 
that  they  mi^t  have  leizure  to  settle  Mr. 
Burgess's  cash  account,  which  was  to  be 
done  in  that  time:  t^  e^caminant  said, 
his  cash  account  was  not  finished  in  these 
ibuiteen  days,  nor  in  twice  fourteen  days, 
and  more.  Being  asked,  whether  it  was 
finished  pn  the  second  of  May,  1723,  when 
the  general  court  fmpoii|tea  a  committee 
to  inspect  into  the  aiairs  of  the  company, 
the  answer  he  gave  was,  that  he  could  not 
say  when  it  was  finished. 

However  your  Committee  find,  that  the 
laid  Mr.  Burgess  did,  on  the  16th  daj  of 
Majr  1723,  lay  before  the  said  committee 
of  mspection  his  cash  books  brought  up 
to  that  time ;  and  he  continued  cauiier  to 
the  end  of  Uie  year  1724* ;  after  which  his 
accounts  lay  long  open,  and  were  not  set- 
tied  till  the  19th  of  June  1728,  as  appears 
by  a  minute  (^  the  court  of  assistants  oi 
that  date. 

Mr.  Stephen  Mpnteage,  who  has  been 
•ccomptaat  to  the  company  since  the  16th 
of  February  ^1721,  being  examined,  said. 
That  all  tne  accounts  of  the  company 
oa|^  to  have  come  to  him,  but  he  could 
nerer  keep  any  r^ular  account  for  want 
of  pr«|»er  materials  :  that  he  kept  such  ac- 
ooonts  as  he  could,  but  they  are  not  yet 
perfect :  that  he  has  often  adced  the  se- 
cietaiyimd  others  for  materials,  and  that 
he  has  firequently  had  orders  to  make  up  a 
geaetal  account ;  an^i  thereupon  has  re- 
monstrated to  the  governor  that  he  wanted 
outerials^  but  never  had  any  particular 
vm^ :  that  he  believes  tlie  governor  and 
sssifltants  knew  he  could  not  proceed  for 
want  of  materials  at  the  very  times  when 
they  gave  him  orders  to  mate  up  the  ac- 
count^: thatthecash  was  never  posted  up; 
sodth^efore  there. was  no  knowing  the 
psrticular  materials  wanting  ;  and  they 
w^  go  dispersed,  and  in  sudi  loose  keep- 
ing, thai  he  knows  not  who  could  help  him 
to  them  ail :  ^t  the  chief  business  he 
had  was,  keeping  the  stock  le^er  and  the 
^tocooati  of  eaUs  ;  mid  tbey  are  regular. 

As  to  the  charges  of  the  waterworks 


ftfid  other  enei^cea,  there  waa  only  aCaah 
Account  of  ttiem. 

This  Evidence  of  Montea^s  is  con- 
firmed by  several  letters  ot  his  fioiin^ 
amongst  the  papers  of  the  company,  settinig 
forth  to  the  governor  and  to  tne  assistants* 
the  difficulties  he  met  with  in  making  up  a 
generalledg^,  and  deairingtheir  directioqa 
and  assistance. 

Sir  John  Meres,  who  was  p^ovemor  of 
this  company  firom  the  17th  of  September 
1723  to  the  Ist  of  October  1726,  in  hia 
examination,  said,  That  Monteage  often 
applied  to  him  about  making  up  the  ao* 
counts,  and  letters  had  often  passed  be- 
tween hhn  and  the  examinant  to  that  end ; 
but  the  afiairs  of  the  company  in  Scotland 
lying  so  remote,  and  the  dropping  in  of 
the  annuities  which  the  conqumy  had  sold 
for  lives,  perplexed  matters  ;  and  a  gen^*- 
ral  ledger  could  not  be  made  up  in  his  tim^ : 
that  he  knows  not  whether  the  servants  of 
the  ccmipany  had  orders  to  furnish  Mon- 
teage with  materials  for  his  accounts ;  but 
Monteague  had  twice  orders  to  make 
them  up. 

Mr.  tlichard  Birch,  accoui;itant  for  the 
company's  trade  to  Scothmd,  granted 
them  by  a  licence  under  the  sreat  seal  the 
2l8t  of  October  1728,  (in  which  they  arc 
strictly  required  and  charged  to  keep,  in  a 
book  or  books,  fair  and  distinct  accounts 
of  all  their  actings  and  doings  in  relatioa 
to  that  trade)  being  exammed,  said»  That 
he  was  appointed  to  that  office  about  the 
last  of  June  1730,  and  made  up  his  ac- 
counts from  loose  papers  and  memoran- 
dums, delivered  to  mm  by  the  govemo^r 
and  court  of  assistants  :  thiat  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1731  or  beginning  of  1732,  he 
appued  to  the  governor  for  the  accounts  of 
the  company's  agent  ui  Scodand,  for  the 
years  1726, 1727, 1728,  and  1729,  and  the 
governor  told  bun  he  believed  he  had 
Uiem,  but  he  could  not  find  them ;  that  he 
was  going  mto  Scotland,  and  would  bring 
up  all  the  account  cqmpleted.  That  he, 
tliis  examinant,  has  several  times,  since  re- 
newed his. applications  for  those  accounts, 
but  none  of  them  were  delivered  up  to  him 
till  the  day,  or  day  before  he  was  serve^ 
with  the  order  of  this  your  committee,  to 
lay  before  them  his  books  and  papers ;  and 
then  he  received  of  the  said  accounts  only 
the  three  first  years. 

The  governor,  coL  Samuel  Horsey,  be- 
ing examined,  said,  that  Birch  often  asked 
him  for  these  accoimts,  but  he  cpuld  not 
readily  find  them ;  and  as  £br  that  of  the 
year  1729,  he  knows  not  wbs^  is  bccom# 
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'^k$  hBhm  iMkeA  met  an  Mb  j^apers 
and  cannot  find  it. 

The  uncertaiBty  of  the  C^inpany's  Ac- 
eoonts  is  not  to  be  OBcribed  aofely  to  neg- 
.l^nce ;  flome  ^f  It  «ppeard  lo  have  be^ 
Inr  design^  an  instance  of  #hlch  is  an  arti- 
cle of  2,400^  charffeid  on  IJbe  i^ompany  (in 
«their  trade  joomal;  in  diefofiowing  woros ; 
— *<  for  rewards,  gratuities,  aosd  presents, 
to  sundry  persons  for  obtaining  a  diarter 
for  the  carrying  on  trade  to  Scotland,  an 
act  of  parliament  for  obtaining  a  bounty 
•OB  the  Scotch  timber,  and  other  services 
*fefr  the  company's  benefit,  by  order  of  a 
'Committee." 

This  Order  is  in  one  of  the  minute  books 
of  the  court  of  assicrtants  (under  other 
minutes  of  the  thbd  of  July  1729)  signed 
'Samuel  Horsey,  Benjamin  Foxley,  and 
James  Wi&inson ;  die  first  was  governor, 
the  o^ers  assistants. 

Benjamin  Foxle)^,  Esq.  WdKam  Coxbett, 
Esq.  one  other  assistant  at  that  time,  «nd 
the  tfovemor,  being  severally  examined  as 
to  mis  minute,  all  agreed,  that  they  were 
present  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered ; 
that  this  was  a  considerable  time  a^r  the 
^d  3d  of  July  1729,  Mr.  Corbett  said  a 
-twelvemonth,  and  that  this  was  a  fictitious 
article  designed  to  cover  a  deficiencir  in  the 
-cash,  occasioned  bvsellingsomeof  thecom- 
pany's  stock,  at  a  lower  rate  thim  the  gene- 
ral court  had  directed. 

Mr.  Foxley  and  Mr.  Coibett  reckoned 
the  deficiency  bv  the  sale  of  stock  at 
^fiSOL  only,  and  could  not  tell  what  was 
become  of  tne  remaining  150/*  to  complete 
the  said  2,400;.;  but  Cd.  Hmt^,  the 
governor,  reckoned  the  said  deficiency  at 
the  whole  2,400^;  and  said  no  part  of 
this  was  applied  to  the  purposes  expressed 
"in  that  article. 

Mr.  Birch,  the  trade  accountant,  like- 
wise attests,  that  he  heard  the  court  of  as- 
sistants express  themselves  to  this  efifect,  at 
the  time  when  they  produced  to  him  the 
vabove  minute,  and  ordered  him  to  make  the . 
article  in  his  account  conformable  thereto. 

There  is  also  another  article  in  the  Tradte 
Journal  of  1,000/.  for  expences,  presents, 
&c.  with  other  incident  char^,  on  procur- 
ing leases  of  several  mines  m  Scooandfor 
the  company. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Bbhop,  die  cashier,  be- 
inff  examined  as  to  this,  said,  that  he  verity 
•bdieves  he  paid  this  sum  to  col.  Ilorsey; 
^  finds  not  m  his  hock  any  written  order 
'.^r  it;  diat  he  had  the  colonel's  Terind 
order,  and  the  gentleman  who  examined 
liiB  accounts  aUoired  of  it;  tbat  he  imd 


particidar  directiona  to  enter  tba  article 
m  this  manner,  but  can  ghf«  no  aocont 
of  the  disposal  of  the  numey. 

Mr.  Foxfy  said.  That  i^ien  eoL  Hors^ 
came  firom  Scotland,  he  femmu^n/^  k> 
the  court  of  assistants  the  expences  he  h«i 
been  at  in  the  oottpuiy^s  afiiirs,  and  in 
three  journeys  to  Scodasd,  far  iMA  be 
had  no  allowance;  and  they  then  ordered 
him  1,000/.  and  pkoed  it  to  the  account  of 
trade  to  Scotland ;  that  he  simpoees  they 
agreed  to  the  wording  the  article  as  It  noiw 
stands,  bitt  the  cdon^did  not  tell  them  of 
any  presents  made:  coL  Horsey  hi  bia 
exammation  ownii^  the  receipt  of  thb 
1,000{.  was  ariced  whom  he  distribnted  it 
to,  he  said,  he  did  not  know  diat  he 
distributed  it  to  any  one ;  it  was  paid  to 
hhn  to  defiray  part  of  his  ttpenees,  and  on 
that  account  only :  that  he  snows  not  hevr 
this  article  came  to  be  wtnded  asit  is ;  be 
does  not  remember  that  he  directed  BiAop 
toenter  it  in  that  manner;  thatthe  money 
was  paid  him  by  an  order  of  the  cenrt  of 
assistants  but  betieves  that  order  is  not  en- 
tered in  the  books ;  that  he  apprehends  he 
is  accountable  for  this  sum,  and  took  it  with 
tm  intent  of  charging  himself  wHh  km  lib 
account  of  expences ;  but  owned  he  does 
not  stand  charged  wHh  it  in  the  books  of 
the  company,  nor  did  he  chnge  hinself 
with  it  in  the  accoimt  he  in  December  Inat 
delivered  in  to  a  Committee  (tf  inspectton 
«>pointed  by  a  genend  court*  though  in 
that  account  he  diaiged  hfmself  wHh 
7(M.  2f.  received  bjliim  for  ^e  Ske  ex* 
pences  long  after  tSiis  1,000/;  wludiomiB* 
sion  he  excused,  byaaying,  Aat  acconnt 
was  not  a  complete  one. 

After-tiiis  view  t)f  the  loose  condttien  of 
the  conmany'sbofllcs,  itwHl  not  besmpris- 
ing  to  find  the  wsasSi  ^adsftction  imnng 
from  Ae  fbflowing  states  coBoOted  firem 
those  books.  The  first  is  a  state  of  ddbia 
owinff  by  the  company,  made  ^ut  and  et« 
tested  by  Richara  Burdi,  their  trade  ac- 
countant, where  t^y  came  out  at  170,2S9& 
2s.  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  many 
of  them  are  secured  to  the  creditors  1^ 
very  laree  deposits  or  ple^^es  of  the  com- 
pany's Inmds  transferrable  by  Indorse- 
roents ;  some  of  whidi  having  lain  some 
time  in  creditors  hands  may  have  been  sold 
out,  and  by  that  means  are  *l)ecome  de- 
mandable  of  ihe  compoiy  for  the  whole 
s«m  they  carry,  and  wul  increase  this  debt. 
;  Notice  is  taken  in  tins  state,  tiiat  the  bn- 
I  lance  due  to  ihe  government  for  ihe  pur» 
:  chase  of  part  of  the  late  kmi  Widdrington^ 
estateisnotindodedintt:  yonrCkmunit* 
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t  of  tbn  balance,  bj  Mr.  George  Titr- 
bOl,  the  keeper  of  the  reoei*  ef  the  late 
eonaunioDen  fiar  the  forfeited  estates, 
amonntipg  for  priBcnNil  asd  interest  to 
1S,85R  ISr  11^  This  added  to  the 
foseffwig  sum  ai  170,2692.  ^  mdEes  the 
iHMie  di^  idach  has  appeared  to  toot 
Cooaaiittee  to  be  18S,14o£  15r.  \\\d.  to- 
wards aatislviiig  of  wUdi,  the  effiscts  that 
have  been  shemi  are  these;  the  cash  in 
hand;  the  estates  of  the  company  in  Scot- 
hod,  after  all  incumbrances  thereon  shall 
hedisdMtfged;  an  estate  in  Northund>er- 

tan's;  am  estate  aad  a^aterwarkB  witldnme 
Mbmty  of  the  ckyof  Westminster;  some 
iron  works  and  mines  which  they  hold  by 
kase  in  Scotland^  and  some  timber  which 
thej  have  booght  there.  In  order  to  see 
what  the  ComjMmy's  cash  in  hand  amounts 
to,  your  committee  eiamined  into  the  ba- 
laaoe  of  the  cash  books  sudi  as  tJtu&f  ars, 
and  fold,  that  when  Mr.  John  BiMii^ey 
was  diansKsed  from  die  bvsiness  «f  cMhier 
at  the  end  of  tiie  year  17^,  there  was  a 
bahmce,  dae  firom  nim  to  the  company,  of 
27»726/.  13«.  ed.x  this  has  stood  a^tbst 
hbn  ever  since,  is  looked  upon  as  a  coope- 
rate dd[>t,  and  has  not  been  carried  tor- 
wards  to  the  succeeding  cadi  bodes. 

The  balsDce  which  appears  in  the  books 
^  Mr.  Bishop  the  aresent  cashier,  is  731/. 
Sf .  9d.  in  forour  ot  the  coaipany,  bat  he 
says,  that  for  his  discharge  of538/.  15«.  9d. 
of  ^is,  he  only  waits  for  the  voachers, 
which  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  get  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  persons  whohave  them ; 
that  IQOL  more  is  m  the  bank,  but  not  in 
his  power  to  draw  out,  and  the  remaining 
SQL  7s.  7d.  he  kanswemble  for^ 

Mr.  Ridand  Bbdi,  the  trade  aocomt- 
ant,  has  alao  received  and  paid  sereral  sams 
aeparate  from  the  cariiier's  account,  but 
there  is  no  balance  on  the  cadi  account, 
both  sides  being  eyen. 

Thus  the  commmy's  cash  in  hand,  ap- 
peals to  be  192/.  7«.  7iil 

But  ia  these  hooks  are  contained  many 
payments  and  rsceipts  to  a  very  large 
nsBount,  whidi  are  upon  accoimts  now 
open ;  and  wliether,  when  those  accounts 
nail  be  made  up,  they  wiU  nearly  balance 
each  other,  or  come  out  in  favour  of  the 
company,,  or  otherwise,  your  Committee 
banre  had  no  lights  to  enable  them  to  ju^^ 
iLs  .to  Ibe  Scotch  estates,  it  appears  by  41 
njartaltoftfaemheaeanto  anneaed,  that  their 
«Aiina]  aaMOBt  is  upwards  of  Wfi^6l  lOi. 
0od  they  are  ohai^  wi^  the  peym^  of 
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dctotmiaaUe  oilhre^tatha  yaag» 
iy  v^ue  of  10,i8i<L  St.  KM.  whidi  mok 
bnmoa  wifl  begiadoatty  decre^ksinf  asEvw 
ftflin;  they  are  also  asada  ad  adikianal 
aecoricy  for  a  rant  of  S/KXA  a  vear  ,whidi 
the  oompaay  pays  for  certain  load  nuMS 
infleotfaMd,  of  which  thavhaire  a  leMo  for 
21  years  still  to  come:  What  the  presaat 
value  of  these  estates  is  with  these  mcum- 
bnaioei  upon  them,  your  Ccanaiiitae  «v 
prcfceods  to  b«  a  oMtfear  of  doubdU  ded. 
sion,  and  will  not  take  vpon  them  to  noaha^ 
any  estimate  thereof  but  only  dbsenre,Aat 
by  the  account  it  appears,  that  the  aet 
purchase  money  from  the  Comfvm  for 
these  estates,  was  %ffffi9U.  14<;  Id.  and 
there  has  been  received  for  annaities  on 
one  and  three  lives  sold  and  chaiged  on 
these  estates,  134,122^  I5s.  (^ 

By  the  same  account,  the  purchase 
mon^  of  the  Widdrii^^  estate  was 
67,1<W. 

The  estate  and  waietwurks  at  West* 
minster  have  been  testified  bv  Mr.  Samuel 
Onne,  one  of  the  offioors  belonging  to  the 
said  work,  to  be  of  the  net  annual  value 
of  about  1663^  l(k.  7^^  and  the  expenoe 
between  1,500/.  and  IJSOOL  per  annum, 
besides  the  reservcar,  the  rents  aad  chargea 
of  which  he  has  no  Imowledge  o& 

The  mines,  iron  works,  and  timber  in 
Scotland,  are  schemes  now  in  their  execu- 
tion, and  omsequentiy  what  manr  be  the  ^ 
gain  or  loss  upon  thm  is  jret  onfy  aaatter  ' 
;  mid  in  this  the  patsans  who 


of  opinion 

have  appeared  before  your  Cdounittee  are 

widely  oivided. 

By  aetata  of  ^  calls  du*  hare  alrea^ 
been  aaade  itappaaia,  thatt^  pMprietoia 
harveaotua^pBidm290/)73^  ISf.MLof 
which  ihey  nave  received  seme  part  bock 
again,  by  dividends  made  out  of  die  red 
capital,  and  out  of  the  oommon  nominal 
itoek  of  ihe  Company. 

This  is  the  slate  of  the  present  general 
drcmnstanoes  of  the  company  drawn  out, 
as  well  as  their  imperfect  books  will  eer- 
mk;  the  mismanageawnts  whidi  tSie  Pe- 
titioners complain  of,  as  having  been  the 
occasion  of  some  of  tbdr  losses,  wit  be  the 
subject^ a fortiberRenort;  snid  there  is 
but  one  thing  moiia  iraiich  seems  to  your 
Committee  to  be  necessary  to  be  added  to 
this,  iftdch  is  iust  to  take  notice  of  the 
daily  increase  uiere  is  in  their  4ehi,  by  the 
great  number  of  actions  brought  a^^inst 
th&B  by  particular  orediton,  as  has  :been 
attested  Iw  Mr.  Bkhard  BaoJca,  their  sor 
iicftor  for  Waffim,  by  whidi  they  are  on 
^  one  hand  harassed  for  ddito  4hey  owe. 
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whilftMtfae  tdbeXf  they  are  dephradof 
4h£  meant  of  knawing  aodrecorenngwiiat 
••  Aie  to  them,  throi^  the  bad  amditkni 
^their  accounts,  and  the  difficultiet  that 
lie  against  them  in  suin^  one,  whom  they 
lock  upon  as  their  chiet  debtor,  and  who 
happens  at  this  time  to  be  the  governor  of 
the  Company. 

After  taking  the  al^ore  Keport  into  con- 
aideretion,  itwas  ordered,  ^  That  leave  be 
pven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  stating  and  de-* 
termtning  the  demands  of  the  Corporation 
<ft  the  &yvemor  and  Company  or  Under- 
takers for  raising  the  Tluanes  water  in 
YoriE-Buildings,  their  proprietors  and  cre- 
ditor!, respectively ;  and  tor  the  better  se- 
curing the  ^Eects  belonging  to  the  said 
Corporatioiu'' 

DWBATMmtheLordimLordBathurt^s 
Motion  fir  an  Account  of  the  Product  of 
the  South  Sea  Directon  Forfeited  Estates 
in  tlie  Year  1720.1  Ma^.  The  House 
having  ordered  a  Bill  Stom  the  Commons 
idai^  to  the  Si^ar  Colonies  to  be  com- 
mitted; before  the .  House  resohred  itsdf 
into  that  Committee, 

Lord  Bathurst  stood  up,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  efiect ;  viz. 

My  Lords; 
i  have  a  small  motion  which  I  intend  to 
make  to  this  House,  and  therefore  I  shall 
take  the  oppoitumty  to  m^  it  before  your 
lorddiips  enter  upon  the  business  of  the 
day.  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  that 
eomething  rdating  to  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany .may  speedily  come  before  your  lord- 
bhips,  and  as  in  such  cases  we  ought  always 
to  oe  wdl  prqMred,  and  Adly  instructed  by 
bavine  all  proper  papers  laid  before  us, 
thererore,  I  wul  take  the  liberty  to  move 
to  your  lordships.  That  thediredum  of  the 
South-Sea  Company  may  be  ordered  to  lay 
before  this  House,  an  account  how  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Forfeited  Estate  of  the  du-ec- 
tors  of  that  company  in  the  year  1720,* 


«  '« It  mast  be  acknowledged,  that  the  af- 
faire of  the  South -Sea  Comnany  were  at  this 
4ime  ran  into  some  disorder.  ^The  minisCfi: 
was  not  igooraat  of  this,  and  would  have  shewn 
bis  resentment  at  the  directors  (which  he  oflen 
did  in  private)  vet  he  had  forborn  to  testify  any 
public  roaik  of  it,  for  iewr  of  bad  coDsequences 
to  the  national  credit.  They  were  accused, 
or  rather  suspected,  of  Imfing  made  unwar- 
rantoUeiiividends  which  the  eompany  was  not 
■Me  to  soapoct,  aad  whi^  giving  a  fallacbus 
raluf  to  tbdr  stodc,  had  drawn  m  muttitodes 


has  bean  disposed  o^  and  all  the 

•made  m  the  general  courts  of  diat  Compa- 
ny rdating  to  the  disposal  thereof. 


to  be  defranded.  That  ^ej  bad  as  much  i 
nev'in  their  hands,  a»  with  the  sale  of  four 
nmlioBs  of  their  stock  to  the  bank,  and  by  other 
means,  might  have  enabled  them  to  have  paid  off 
the  debt  owing  to  the  company  of  fi?e  inillioQa 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds^  and  yet,  that, 
by  the  influence  of  the  minister •  and  nis  crea- 
tures, who  were  in  the  direction,  they  bad  left 
great  part  of  their  d^  on  bonds  at  interest, 
unpaid;  and  tiiat,  without  knowledge  of  the 
proprietors,  they  had  dissipated  all  ili^  praduce 
of  the  estates  ierfaitod  by  the  late  directors,  as 
the  amomit  of  S,500,000/. ;  and  besides  tkal^ 
had  brought  a  new  debt  of  two  miUiofis  opop 
the  eompany,  to  the  diminution  of  the  raloe  of 
the  capital  of  efery  proprietor's  stock,  to  the 
pr^odice  of  orphans,  and  the  rerersionary  beics 
oftbesaidesutes. 

*'  Other  pardcniars  of  less  importance,  were 
likewise  laid  to  their  cham;  pekicoIaHy  haj- 
ing,  selling,  cresting  andissoiag  of  bonds,  au 
inwilarly  employnig  the  company's  caah» 
while  the  proprietors  were  forced  to  pay  ioto- 
rest  for  money  borrowed  of  the  bank.  At  the 
same  time,  a  oill  was  actually  dependiiMr  for 
dividing  the  capital  of  the  company,  wree 
fourths  into  annuities,  and  leaving  the  remain- 
ing fonrth  to  be  a  trading  stock,  with  a  fsajgm 
Am  and  nnliiiiuidated  demands  upon  it,  whidi 
rendered  it  impossible  to  ascertain  its  vakBe-; 
and  that,  conseqoeotly,  if  the  said  bdl  sbonU 
pass,  it  might  eoeonrage  stockjobbing,  aad  km 
the  ruin  of  thousands. 

«<  The  House  of  Peers  had  aheady  entered 
into  an  enquiry  into  the  management  of  the 
company's  directors ;  but  the  season  was  dow 
too  tar  adfanced  to  do  anv  thing  that  was  ef- 
fectual in  it  A  motion  therefore  was  made, 
and  the  question  put,  **  Whether  a  select  com- 
miUee  shall  be  appelated  oftwelve  lords,  to  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  to  eiamme  into  the  transac- 
tions and  proceedings  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, from  the  3d  day  of  February  1790,  and 
to  lay  their  report  before  the  House."  Itwas 
understood,  that  this  committee  was  to  have 
power  to  sit,  and  proceed  in  business  durii^ 
the  recess  of  the  two  Houses,  which  Vas  now 
at  hand. 

"  The  uaaiority  of  the  House  of  Peers  we^ 
of  opinion,  that  it  would  endanger  public  < 
dit  in  the  hififhest  degree,  to  appobt  a  comi 
tee  with  such  dangerous  powers  as  to  be  t 
to  inspect  the  books  not  only  of  the  compauy, 
but  or  all  the  directors  of  it,  and  all  who  had, 
or  miffht  be  supposed  to  have,  any  connection 
with  Uiem  ;  and  that  too,  before  any  complai^jt 
of  mismanagement  had  regularly  eonqe  before 
them,  either  from  the  proprietors,  jto  firom  ^ 
general  court,  by  whom  the  direwrs  caav-» 
plained  of,  had  been  ohosen.  It  in4i,  besides, 
apprehended,  that  their  prooeedilig  in  thata 
manner  might  gire  umbrage  to  anc<ither  House. 
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'  ThiB  Account,  myLords^  I  now  more 
fer^tbat  the  present  directors  of  that  Com- 
pany maj  have  time  to  prepare  it,  that  so 
the  bunnesB  of  the  House  may  not  be  re- 
tarded by  the  want  of  such  an  account,  in 
case  upon  any  emeivency  we  should  have 
aecasion  for  it.  In  k>oking  over  the 
papers  upon  our  table,  I  find  there  is  an 
account  lajring  ^ere  c^  the  total  amount 
of  those  forfeited  estates;  which  account 
was  laid  befoie  this  House  in  pursuance  of 
a  clause  in  an  act  of  parliament,  by  the 
trustees  appointed  by  the  same  act  of  par- 
hsnent  for  collecting  those  estates  for  the 
benefit  oi  die  company ;  and  accordingly, 
after  the  most  of  those  estates  were  col- 
lected, the  trustees  were  ordered  by  other 
acts  to  deliver  over  the  produce  of  the  said 
estates  to  the  directors  of  that  company,  in 
order  to  be  divided  by  them  among  the 
praprietors,  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
aeruiedby^oseacts.  This  account,  there- 
fcte,  being  already  upon  our  table  as  a 
diarge  acainst  the  trustees,  and  the  di- 
rectors of  that  company,  and  as  we  have 
as  yet  seen  no  account  of  dischar^  in  re- 
ktioii  to  that  money,  I  think  it  is  neces- 

ts  whom  such  an  enauiry  more  naturally  be- 
longed, and  who  conUl  not  be  supposed  i^o- 
rant  of  ^e  affairs  of  the  company.  Besides, 
Ibe  enqmry,  whicb  in  itself  implied  a  ceosore, 
eoold  not  begone  inlo^ consistent  with  the  hhh 
wUeh  (he  parliament  was  obKged  to  observe 
widi  tiie  company,  before  a  reguhur  complaint 
ctmm  before  than;  and  many  reasons  were 
•fticd  to  cxmvmce  the  friends  of  the  motion, 
that  they  bad  misapprehended  the  state  of 
Ibe  oompaoy  through  their  ignorance  of  tbe 
Botives  of  tbe  directors.  For  these  and  a 
j[reat  many  other  reasons  the  motion  was  re- 
jected ;  bat  a  very  strong  protest  against  re- 
jectmcrit  was  entered  by  92  peers. 

**  This  tenderness  shewn  by  the  Lords  to- 
warda  the  directors  of  the  Sontn  Sea  Company 
was  the  more  prudent,  because  it  is  certain 
thst,  at  Uita  time,  tbeur  afliurs  had  a  ftrf  un- 
fnuamu^  aspect,  and  the  company  might  have 
been  mined,  bad  any  severe  measures  been 
porsaed  with  regard  to  the  directors.  Tbey 
bad  laid  a  state  of  their  bonds  before  a  general 
esvft,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  upwards  of 
700,000/.  bad  been  paid  oflT,  and  that  upwards 
^9OOl0O0L  not  then  brought,  were  ready  to 
be  piid  off  on  demand.  Tto  public,  however, 
via,  at  this  juncture,  fr^^tly  prepossessed 
i  the  company,  whom  they  sui^>ected  of 
g  np  the  court  of  Spain  to  proceed  in 
-  depredations  upon  the  British  merchants 
trading  m  America,  m  order  to  support  their 
•vn  esdnsive  prifilege  of  sending  an  annual 
SI9  to  A«  finish  West  ladies.''    Tiodal. 
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sary,  it  is  even  inoumbent  iqion  your  laid* 
ships  to  caH  for  the  same,  in  ordo^  that 
you  may  see,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  natio» 
may  by  your  means  be  aattsfied^  that  the 
terms  of  the  act  of  parliament  have  beett 
punctually  conqilied  with* 

Lord  Bathurst  was  seconded  by  the  eari 
of  Chesterfield;  and  the  lord  De  la  War» 
who  then  sat  as  Speaker  of  the  House  ha 
the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  hafring 
repeated  the  motion  in  order  to  put  tfa» 
question  upon  it. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  stood  up,  and 
spoke  as  follows; 

My  Lords;— I  did  not  wdl  hear  this  mo* 
tion  when  it  was  first  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  butnowthat  I  have  heardit  repeivfe^I 
must  say  that  I  cannot  find  out  any  reason 
your  lordships  have  for  calling  for  the  ac* 
count  now  moved  for,  at  least  at  this  time : 
There  is  at  present  nothing  before  us  re- 
lating to  that  company,  nor  do  I  know  o£ 
any  uiing  that  is  to  oe  hud  before  us;  thero 
is  not  I  am  sure,  any  lord  in  this  House 
that  can  know  of  anv  bill  to  be  brou^ 
before  us  any  way  relating  to  the  a&irs  of 
that  company;  at  least  there  is  no  lord 
that  can  know  of  such  a  bill  in  a  way 
nnmer  for  grounding  such  a  motion  u^n. 
if  there  reaUy  be  anvsuch  bill,it  is,  I  thmk,. 
time  enough  to  Call  for  audi  an  account 
when  the  bill  is  actually,  brought  beforo 
us;  and  the  pretence  made  use  of  for 
moving  at  this  time  for  such  an  account,  I 
can  see  no  ground  for,  because  if  any  sucK 
biU  be  brought  before  us,  the  directors  of 
that  company  will  always  have  time  enough 
to  prepare  an^  bring  in  the  account  now 
moved  for,  between  the  first  and  second 
reading  of  ^be  Bill,  and  therefore,  my 
lords,  'till  I  see  some  such  bill  brou^t 
into  this  House,  I  shall  be  against  makmg 
any  such  order  aa  is  now  moved  for. 

.  Jjord  Bathnrgt  replied ; 

My  Lords ; — ^W^hen  I  made  this  motion, 
I  hardlv  expected  it  would  have  beeii  op- 
posed, but  since  I  find  it  b  like  to  be  so,  I. 
must  beg  leave  to  give  my  reaaraa^for  my 
motion  a  little  more  at  lai^.  As  to  the 
account  I  have  now  moved  for,  I  think 
your  lordships  have  not  only  good  reason, 
but  it  is  your  duty  to  call  knt  it,  whether 
there  be  any  bill  relating  to  that  company 
to  come  belbre  us  or  no.  I  told  you,  that 
I  was  the  other  day  so  for  in  my  duty  as 
to  be  looking  over  and  considering  the 
papers  upon  our  taUe,  which  m  a  d«^  I 
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ksfSy  I  Most  eonfiBMy  too  oAso  ne^^kcttd; 
among  those  papen  I  ftund  an  acooimt  of 
a  Tory  hnge  turn  of  monejr,  recovad  fay 
Iha  truttoet  oat  of  the  estates  of  tbe  direo- 
tofi  <^tlie  South-Sea  Company  in  the  year 
1720:  Upon  seeing  that  account  I  be^ 
to  examine  a  little  fiirther  into  that  affiur, 
and  I  finnd  that  that  account  was  laid  be- 
bte  OS  in  punuance  of  the  directkins  given 
by  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1721,  by 
which  those  trustees  were  appointed  to 
me  a  particular  account  in  writing  to  the 
King,  and  to  either  house  of  parliament  of 
the  effiscts  of  their  proceedings :  And  by 
two  acts  sbce  the  brin^g  in  of  that  ac- 
count, I  find,  that  the  trustees  are  directed 
to  ddiver  over  to  the  diredovs  of  the 
South-Sea  Company  the  jprodace  of  those 
estates,  to  be  by  them  distributed  among 
the  proprietors  according  to  the  dvections 
of  those  acts.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  hope 
there  is  no  lord  in  this  House  who  imagines 


that  we  are  in  any  case  to  see  only  one 
side  €i  an  account ;  are  we,  my  lords,  to 
aee  people  charge  themselves  with  the  re- 
oeqit  of  two  or  fiiree  millions  of  money  in 
trust  for  the  proprietors  of  the  South-Sea 
Company,  and  to  take  no  care  or  concern 
further  about  it;  surely  the  very  nature  of 
the  thing  requires,  that  we  should  see 
them  discharge  themselves  honestly  and 
fiady  of  that  money*  ifdildi  they  have,  by 
an  account  now  upon  our  taUe,  charged 
themselves  widi. 

This  we  have  not  only  a  title,  but  we 
are  in  duty  boimd  to  enquire  into:  we 
hanre,  my  lords,  aright  to  enquire  into  the 
management  and  dii^oBal  of  all  public  mo- 
nies, and  we  are  at  present  the  more  ob%ed 
to  exercise  this  right,  because  of  the  many 
enormous  frauds  wludi  have  been  lately 
discovered  in  the  management  of  the  af- 
ttss  of  sudi  Companies.  I  do  remember, 
my  lords,  that  a  noble  lord,  for  whom  I 
have  ahniya  had  a  Tsry  great  esteen^  said 
last  year  in  this  House,  most  justly  and 
most  emphatically,  that  if  we'  did  not  take 
oare  to  pota  Jtooto  such  enormous  d>use8, 
o«r  cvedit  weuu  entirely  aink  among  our 
nei^ibonn  abroad;  teeigners  w«dd look 
apon  ^10  whole  nation  to  be  a  perfect  den 
ofthiovies.  £v^  as  to  the  Conmany  now 
ander  our  coasideration,  there  nave  been 
nnay  and  loud  oomplaints  of  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  management  of  their  affiurs, 
which  irafaMc  comnbuHts,  if  there,  were  no 
other  reason,  ougnt  to  be  an  inducement 
fbr  us  to^ncpure  into  the  late  maaagement 
of  their  affims.  Upon  sudi  enquiry  I  hope 
<h^sa  ^onylftints  i^  ^p^v  lotegnauad- 


leas ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  people  can- 
not be  satisfied  without  makkig  a  narrow 
scrutiny ,  at  least  into  that  part  of  theiriMr* 
fairs,  which  the  notion  I  have  now  made 
relates  to.  We  cannot,  my  hnrds,  ^k^ 
charj|;e  our  duty  to  our  country  without 
makmg  such  an  en^^uiry;  and  now  that  I 
have  made  the  motion,  I  hope  it  wiU  be 
agreed  to;  for  if  it  should  not  I  dread  the 
consequences;  the  putting  a  negative  upoa 
such  a  question  would  certainly  injure  the 
public  credit  of  the  nation  among  fbreign<» 
&n;  it  miffht  probably  be  the  cause  of  their 
drawing  m  their  money  out  of  our  fiinda 
at  once,  which  would  give  such  a  shock 
both  to  the  trade  and  the  credit  of  this 
nation  th^t  I  tremble  to  thmk  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  spoke  as 
follows: 

My  lords ; — ^I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
noble  lord  who  BpAe  last,  for  the  good 
opinion  he  has  expressed  of  me.  It  is  very 
true,  I  rememb^  it  well,  that  last  session 
of  parliament  I  said,  upon  a  remarkable 
occasion,  that  fcneigners  would  look  upon 
us  as  a  den  <^  thieves,  if  proper  care  were 
not  taken  to  see  the  affiurs  of  our  public 
companies  more  honestly  managed  than 
they  have  been  &r  some  time :  I  am  stilly 
my  lords,  of  the  same  opinion,  and  as  I 
thmk  there  is  no  more  effectual  way  of 
making  the  managers  of  such  companiea 
honest,  than  that  of  frequent  parliamentary 
enquiries  into  their  conduct,  therefore  I 
have  always  been  for  encouragii^  such  en^ 
quiries,  and  I  shall  never  be  against  a  pro^ 
position  for  any  such,  when  it  is  reason* 
ably  offered  by  any  lord  in  this  House : 
but  in  the  present  case,  my  lords,  the  no- 
ble lord,  who  made  the  motion,  has  not 
only  a  great  deal  of  reason  for  what  he 
proposes,  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  abeo-^ 
iutet]f  necessary  for  us  toagree  to  die  pro(> 
position  he  has  made ;  for  dioufl;h  there 
were  no  complaints  against  the  ute  ma- 
nagement of  that  Company^s  afiairs,  yet 
the  disposal  of  that  money,  which  is  now 
moved  to  be  enquioed  into,  seems  to  have 
been  so  directly  put  under  our  care,  that 
we  cannot  in  honour  rium  ">f1gy>g  an  exact 
enquiry  into  it;  and  if  there  is  any  reason 
for  de)a3dng  the  enquiry,  it  certainly  ouriit 
to  come  from  the  Trustees,  or  from  tite 
Directors  of  diat  company,  it  cannot 
come  properly  from  any  lord  in  thia 
House ;  when  such  excuse  comes  to  be 
made  to  us,  we  may  then  judge,  whether 
it  is  a  good  one  or  not ;  but  that  can  b# 
no  reason  for  our  delaying  to  order  Ui^ 
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account  now  moved  for  to  be  laid  before 

01. 


Hie  Earl  cillay  qpoke  next: 

My  lords  ^-^It  has  always  been  my  opi- 
nion,  that  when  an^  unexpected  motion  is 
made  by  any  lord  m  this  House,  it  ought 
not  to  be  immediately  debated  or  agreed 
to,  the  debate  oi^ht  to  be  adjourned  and 
a  day  appointed  for  taking  the  motion  into 
consideration,  that  thereby  eyery  lord  may 
hare  an  opportunity  ofbeing  fuller  apprised 
of  the  question  about  which  he  is  to  give 
his  opinion;  for  when  long  and  compli- 
cated motions,  such  as  what  we  are  now 
on,  are  made  to  the  House,  it  is  impossible 
to  understand  all  the  parts  of  them,  and 
to  consider  fully  the  consequences  with 
which  they  may  be  attended,  without  hav- 
ing some  little  time  allowed  for  that  pur- 
pose.— ^For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  I  never 
AsJl  be  against  enquiries  when  there  ap- 
pears any  foundation  for  the  making  of 
soch :  -  It  is  certain  that  the  enquiring 
strictly  into  the  management  of  afiairs  of 
any  kmd,  is  the  most  proper,  I  may  say 
the  only  way  of  making  the  managers  di- 
ligent and  faith  f\i]  in  the  discharge  pf  their 
duty;  but  as  the  making  of  no  enquiry 
might  be  attended  with  very  bad  conse* 
quences,  so  the  making  of  too  frequent  or 
groundless  enquiries  might  be  attended 
with  full  as  bad,  if  not  worse :  the  mak- 
ing of  too  frequent  or  groundless  enqui- 
ries into  the  management  of  our  pub- 
lic funds,  would  make  people's  properties 
in  such  funds  so  f)recarious,  and  would 
keep  them  dways  in  so  fluctuating  a  con- 
dition^ that  no  n^  would  like  to  have  my 
DToperty  or  share  in  them ;  and  therefore, 
m  preserving  public  credit  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  ^  medium  ought  to  be  observed 
between  the  two  extremes.  We  arc  not 
idienever  it  shall  please  any  lord  in  this 
House  to  jnove  for  an  enquiry  into  the  a^irs 
of  any  of  our  public  companies,  we  are  not, 
I  ny,  my  lords,  to  agree  immediately  with 
die  motion:  we  ought  first  to  examine 
wheUier  there  be  any  grounds  for  such  an 
oquiry,  and  what  may  be  the  conse- 
aoences  of  it,  and  after  the  most  mature 
odlienition  we  ought  then  to  give  our 
ions,  and  to  agree  with  the  motion  or 
ree  as  we  see  cause.  Shall  we,  my 
without  any  cause  or  reason  for  so 
ddng,  except  that  of  its  being  moved  for, 
give  the  managers  and  servants  of  a  public 
coiqMny  the  trouble,  and  put  them  to  the 
expcnce  of  attending  for  months  together 
at  dns  House ;  of  bringing  their  bi^ks  of 
[Y6L.IX.] 
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account,  their  vouchers  and  other  piq)ert 
before  us,  and  thereby  ptit  a  full  stop  to 
the  business  of  that  company  for  perhaps 
a  quarter  of  a  year  at  a  time :  such  a  piece 
of  complaisanoe  is  not  to  be  expected  by 
any  lord  in  this  House;  instead  of  sup- 
porting, it  would  most  certainly  ruin  all 
manner  of  public  credit  whatsoever. — As 
to  the  enquiry  now  moved  for,  I  do  not 
know,  my  lords,  but  that  it  may  be  neces- 
sary ;  I  do  not  know  but  that  there  may 
be  very  sufficient  reasons  for  our  calling 
immediately  for  such  an  account,  but  1 
cannot  so  quickly  determine  myself  either 
one  way  or  the  other :  It  is  an  affair  tliat 
has  so  long  lain  over,  and  at  the  same  time 
it  is  an  af^ir  of  such  consequence,  that  I 
do  not  think  any  of  your  lordships  ought 
to  determine  yourselves  off-hand.  All 
those  who  have  not  before  considered  this 
question  ought  to  have  some  time  allowed 
tnem  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore,  my 
lords,  I  shall  move,  that  the  debate  upon 
the  motion  now  made,  by  that  noble  lord, 
may  be  adjourned  only  till  to-morrow: 
this,  my  lords,  is  so  short  a  delay,  that  I 
hope  none  of  your  lordships  will  be 
against  it. 

The   Earl    of   Chesterfield    spoke   as 
follows : 

My  Lords ; — ^If  the  motion  now  made 
to  us,  had  been  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
affairs  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  it  might 
perhaps  have  required  some  time  to  con- 
sider of  it;  or  if^the  question  were  com- 
Elicated,  some  time  mi^ht  be  necessary ; 
ut,  my  Lords,  the  motion  now  made  to 
us  is  not  for  any  such  inquiry;  it  is  no 
complicated  question,  it  is  as  plain,  aa 
simpie  a  question  as  ever  came  before  this 
House.  We  have  had  several  years  ago 
an  account  laid  before  us,  by  which  some 
gentlemen  havo  charged  themselves  widi 
Uie  receipt  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
for  a  public  use;  those  gentlemen  have 
since  been  directed  by  act  of  PiEurliament 
te  mply  that  money  to  the  proper  use, 
and  the  question  now  before  us  is  only, 
that  those  gentlemen  may  bring  in  their 
account  of  discharge,  llie  noble  Lord 
who  made  the  motion  did  not,  at  first,  so 
much  as  mention  the  inquiry,  and  that 
account  when  it  comes  in  will,  I  hope,  be 
so  fiill,  so  plam,  and  so  satisfactory,  that,  I 
hope,  it  wfll  prevent  an  enquiry,  if  any 
such  thins  were  really  designed ;  but  since 
we  have  nad  die  account  of  charge  laid 
before  us,  it  is  surely  incumbent  upon  us 
to  call  for  the  account  of  discharge ;  we 
[H] 
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are  certainly  in  duty  bound  to  see  the 
trustees  and  the  directors  of  that  company 
discharge  themselves  of  that  large  sum, 
with  the  receipt  of  which  they  have  long 
ago  charged  themselves  by  an  account  laid 
before  us. — ^This,  m^  Lords,  is  our  duty, 
and  shall  we  reqmre  time  to  consider 
whether  or  no  we  ought  to  do  our  duty  ?  I 
hope  no  lord  in  this  House  will  insist  upon 
having  so  much  as  one  hour  to  consider  of 
such  a  question.  The  calling  for  that  ac- 
count has  already  been  too  long  delayed ; 
the  affiur  has  lam  dormant  too  long,  and 
therefore,  I  hope  your  lordships  wdl  not 
want  any  time  to  consider  whether  or  no 
you  are  now  to  do  that  which  ought  to 
have  been  done  some  time  ago. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  spoke  next : 

My  Lords ; — ^I  must  beg  leave  to  think, 
that  the  very  argument  which  the  noble 
lord  who  spoke  last  has  made  use  of  for 
our  not  taking  time  to  consider  of  this 
question,  is  a  strong  argument  for  our 
taking  some  tim^  to  consider  of  it.  It  is 
now,  my  Lords,  ten  or  twelve  years  since 
that  bSeut  happened  which  tne  present 
question  relates  to,  and' no  inquiry  having 
been  made  into  it  in  all  that  time,  is  in  my 
opinion,  a  very  good  reason  for  not  agree- 
ing now  to  enter  upon  such  an  inquiiy, 
without  taking  some  time  to  refresh  our 
memories,  and  to  consider  of  what  we  are 
going  about.  The  noble  lords  may  call 
the  motion  now  made  to  us  by  what  name 
they  please,  they  may  call  it  a  motion  for 
inquiry  or  not,  as  they  think  proper ;  but 
the  calling  for  an  account  is  certainly  the 
beginning,  at  least,  of  an  inquiry :  when 
that  account  comes  in,  it  is  to  oe  supposed, 
that  your  lordships  will  then  inquire,  at 
least,  into  that  i^ir  which  the  account 
relates  to. — If  there  were  no  other  reason, 
I  should,  my  Lords,  be  for  denying  it,  at 
least,  until  to-morrow,  out  of  r^ml  to 
the  Lords  who  now  happen  not  tol)e  pre- 
sent: A  question  of  such  consequence 
ought  not  to  be  agreed  to  without  giving 
every  lord,  at  least,  an  opportunity  of 
being  present,  and  of  giving  his  opinion 
upon  it.  There  is  at  present,  no  necessity 
for  our  being  so  speedy  in  our  determina- 
tion. There  may,  perhaps,  be  some  com- 
plaints against  the  management  of  that 
Companjps  af&irs ;  but  there  are  none  laid, 
as  yet,  before  us.  Neither  the  Company 
nor  any  of  the  Proprietors  have  come  to 
us  with  any  complaint,  and  surely  we  are 
not  to  proceed  upon  general  surmises: 
Our  proceedings   ougnt  always  to  bq 


founded  upon  good  information,  Uid  from 
complaints  from  those  who  are  some  way 
or  another,  interested  in  what  they  com- 
plain of.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  a  delay 
of  24  hours  can  be  attended  with  no  bad 
consequence,  but,  upon  the  contrary^  will 
evince  to  the  world,  that  in  all  affiurs  we 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caution  and  deli- 
beration, I  shall  be  for  adjourning  the 
debate  until  to-morrow  according  to  the 
motion  made  by  the  noble  lord  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  as  follows : 

My  Lords ; — The  noble  duke  seems  t# 
mistake  the  e^Sair  now  before  us ;  he  seems 
to  think  that  it  has  for  a  long  time  lain 
over,  without  ever  having  been  moved  in, 
or  inquired  after  by  your  lordships,  and 
that  therefore,  we  ought  not  now  so  much 
as  begin  to  inquire  into  it  without  the 
most  deliberate  and  serious  consideration  ; 
but,  my  Lords,  I  must  beg  leave  to  shew, 
that  the  B&ur  has  not  laid  over  so  long  as 
that  noble  .duke  imagines.    It  is  very  fiur 
from  having  lain  over  ten  or  twelve  years, 
as  may  appear  from  the  acts  of  Parliament 
madt  relating  thereto.    I  must  desire  the 
58th  and  59th  sections  of  the  act  of  the 
7th  of  his  late  Majesty,  intitled,  *  An  Act 
*  for  raising  Mon^  upon  the  Estates  of 
<  the  late  South  Sea  Directors,'  to  be 
read  (this  being  read,  his  lordship  went 
on.)     Now,  my  Lords,  by  a  mistake  in 
that  act,  the  produce  of  those  forfeited 
estates  was  to  oe  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  applied 
thereunto,   for   increasing  their  capital 
stock,  which  could  not  possibly  be  done  ; 
for  as  their  stock  can  consist  of  nothing 
but  Uie  debt  due  to  them  by  the  public, 
their  stock  could  not  be  increased  withoat 
increasing  the  debt  of  the  public,  and 
consequently  the  annuity  due  to  diem 
from  the  public,  which  could  not  have 
been  done  unless  the  whole  produce  of 
those  estates  had  been  paid  into  the  public 
by  way  of  a  new  loan,  and  this  was  no 
wav  the  intention  of  that  act.   In  the  ISth 
of  nis  late  Majesty,  the  trustees  appointed 
by  that  act,  brought  into  this  House  an 
account  of  the  produce  of  the  estates  and 
effects  of  the  said  late  directors,  as  by  the 
said  act  they  were  directed  to  do,  )lnd 
the  said  mistake  having  bfsen  then  disco- 
vered,   a  new  act  was  then  made  for 
amending  the  former ;  but  even  that  new 
act  was  found  not  to  be  sufficient,  and 
therefore  a  new  application  was  made  to 
Parliament  for  an  explanation  of  dilU  act. 
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irhich  hst  api^cation  was  made  only  in 
the  bsX  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  and 
consequently  but  four  years  ago ;  and  after 
that  mattef  was  thils  fully  explained  by 
Parliament,  it  was  necessary  to  allow  the 
directors  some  time  to  apply  the  said 
produce,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  several  laws  made  for  that  purpose* 
1  h(^  they  have  by  this  time  applied  it 
accordingly ;  but  it  appears  that  the  afi^r 
is  so  &r  trpm  having  laid  oven,  or  from 
bavii^  been  neglected  by  your  lordships, 
that  I  do  not  Sjee  how  we  could  have 
called  for  this  account  sooner.  —  This 
mfiur  therefore  cannot  but  be  fresh  in  every 
lord's  memory,  and  the  njip^on  now  made 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  motion  of  course;  for 
1^  the  Act  of  the  7th  of  fiie  late  king,  the 
trustees  were  directed  to  lay  before  your 
lordshms  an  account  of  the  pjroduce  of 
those  forfeited  estates;  they  accordingly 
ad  so ;  but,  I  hope,  mv  lords,  it  is  not  to 
be  imadned  that  your  lordships  are  to  go 
no  &rther :  are  not  you  in  consequence  to 
see  that  this  produce  has  been  duelv  and 
rqi^ulaily  apphed,  and  actually  distributed 
funone  the  proprietors  of  that  comply, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Acts  of 
the  ISth  of  his  late  Majesty,  and  the  first 
of  his  present  Majesty?  'Aie  thing  is  in 
itsejf  so  clear,  that  I  wonder  to  he^  any 
lord  sfisk  for  time  to  consider  of  it.  Are 
we,  my  lords,  to  ask  for  time  to  consider 
jrhether  we  shall  do  that  which  was  cer- 
tainly intended  by  those  laws  we  should 
doi .  It  is  BO  enquiry  into  the  afiairs  of 
the  South  Sea  Company ;  it  is  only  calling 
for  an  account  of  discharge,  to  answer  that 
account  of  charge  which  is  now  upon  our 
|able« — ^In  matters  of  importance  and  in- 
iricac^  I  shall  always  be  for  proceeding 
with  deliberation,  and  for  takmg  time  to 
consider  before  we  come  to  any  reso- 
hitioii ;  but,  my  lords,  to  deliberate  upon, 
and  to  take  tmoie  to  consider  about  an 
affiur  which  all  the  world  must  see  is  an 
affiaur  of  course,  is  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  and  dignitir  of  this  House,  and 
therefore  I  shall  be  against  taking  any 
tiiqe  to  consider  of  this  motion,  ox  adjourn- 
ing the  debate  for  that  purpose. 

The  Earl  of  JToy  spoke  next  as  follows: 

My  lords,  I  now  find  that  those  lords, 
who  at  present  soem  to  be  of  the  other 
jide  of  ttie  question,  have  considered  this 
a&ir  before  this  mption  was  made :  they 
iiave  mentioned  several  laws  relating  to  it, 
4Bid  seem  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
4evend.  daus^^  o{  them,  that  I  mu^t  beg 


leave  to  think,  that  they  have  lately  had 
this  a&ir  under  their  consideration,  and 
have  perused  the  several  laws  they  have 
now  mentioned.  Now,  mv  lords,  as  I 
have  not  lately  considered  any  of  those 
laws,  as  I  never  have  Considered  them 
with  a  view  to  the  question  now  before  us, 
therefore  I  desire  only  till  to-morrow  to 
look  over  those  Acts  of  parliament  which 
have  been  mentioned, that  1  maybe  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  those  lords  who  seem  to 
be  for  agreemg  with  this  motion.  1  have  a 
very  great  regard  for  their  opinion,  and  it 
is  very  probable  that  I  shall  to-morrow  be 
of  the  same  opinion  with  them;  but  in  all 
matters  of  importance  every  lord  ought  to 
examine  by  himself  the  a£bir  about  which 
he  is  to  give  his  opinion,  and  after  he  has 
fully  satisfied  himself  about  the  aflkir  in 
hand,  he  ought  then  to  vote  for  that  which 
appears  to  him  to  be  right :  this  is  the  me- 
thod, my  lords,  which  I  shall  always  ob- 
serve ;  and  when  any  thing  comes  ^before 
this  House,  that  I  am  not  fully  satisfied 
about,  I  shall  never  be  ashamed  to  ask 
some  short  delay,* that  I  may  have  time  to 
examine  the  amdr  to  the  bottom,  before  1 
give  my  opinion  either  upon  one  side  of  the 
question  or  the  other. — As  I  have  said,  my 
lords,  I  shall  never  be  against  any  enqm- 
ries  of  this  nature,  when  I  can  see  but  the 
least  ground  for  them  at  the  time  they  are 
proposed ;  but  if  such  enquiries  be  precipi- 
tantly  gone  into,  I  do  not  know  where 
they  may  end,  I  do  not  know  what  fatal 
consequences  may  be  thereby  produced. 
There  are  in  this  nation  my  lords,  several 
other  companies,  besides  the  South  Sea 
Company ;  we  have  likewise  an  East  India 
Company ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  that 
company  has  been,  for  these  twenty  years, 
r^resented  by  some  people  as  a  bankrupt 
company,  yet  I  believe  tney  always  have 
been,  and  are  still  in  very  good  circum* 
stances.  There  have  likewise  been  great 
complaints^  and  many  insinuations  thrown 
out  agaiiDst  the  management  of  the  bank : 
surely,  my  lords,  we  are  not,  upon  every 
suggestion  within  doors,  or  upon  every 
idle  and  groundless  clamour  withoiu. 
doors,  to  expose  the  trade  and  credit  of 
any  one  of  our  great  companies  to  the 
whole  world.  Such  a  manner  of  proceed- 
ing might  expose  both  the  trade  and  the 
^edit  of  every  one  of  our  companies  to 
innumerable  dufficulties  and  dangers.  In 
all  trading  companies,  as  well  as  in  the 
trade  of  private  men,  there  are  some  trans- 
.actions,  which,  though  exactly  honest  and 
just,  ought  not  to  be  expo^  to  public 
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ynew,  because  strangers  might  thereby  be 
let  into  the  mysteries  of  their  trade,  by 
which  they  would  be  enabled  to  under- 
mine them,  and  to  disappoint  even  their 
best  concerted  projects ;  for  which  reason^ 
iny  lords,  I  shall  always  be  (rf*  opinion,  that 
no  such  enquiry  ought  to  be  set  on  foot, 
without  some  more  solid  foundation  than 
that  of  an  idle  clamour :  no  such  enquiry 
ought  ever  to  be  resolved  on  by  this  House 
without  Uie  most  mature  deliberaticm.  > 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  thus  r 

My  Lords ; — ^What  is  now  moved  for  is 
no  enquiry ;  it  has  already  been  so  fully 
explained,  diat  it  cannot  m  any  sense  be 
taken  to  be  an  enquiry  into  the  affiurs  of 
that  Company*  But,  njy  Lords,  if  an  en- 
quiry had  been  moved  for,  I  should  have 
asked  fbr  no  time  to  consider  whether  or 
no  I  ought  to  have  agreed  to  it.  The 
complaints  and  the  clamours  against  the 
late  management  of  the  affitirs  of  tliat 
Company,  nave  been  so  loud  and  so  gene- 
ral, that  I  think  we  are,  in  justice  to  the 
nation,  in  justice  even  to  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  concerned  in  the  manage- 
ment of  that  Company's  a&irs,  obliged  to 
enquire  into  their  amiirs:  if  upon  such 
enquiry  it  comes  out,  as  I  hope  it  will, 
that  their  affiuns  liave  been  honestly  and 
carefully  managed,  it  will  be  a  vindication 
of  the  characters  of  those  gentlemen  who 
have  been  concerned;  and  if  the  contrary 
should  appear,  die  sooner  we  ^o  into  that 
enquiry,  the  more  speedy  justice  will  be 
done  to  the  injured,  and  many  evil  conse- 
quences may  be  prevented.  Why  should 
we,  my  Lords,  shew  such  a  tenderness, 
and  such  a  concern  for  the  characters 
of  some  gentlemen?  Why  should  we  be 
so  cautious  of  making  any  enquiry  into 
their  management  ?  I  must  thinic  that  we 
thereby  do  them  no  great  honour ;  it  be- 
tokens a  jealousy,  that  the  enquiry  will  ex-, 
plain  ana  confirm  what  has  been  so  gene- 
rally surmised. — The  late  clamours  against 
the  management  of  that  Company's  afikirs 
are  no  i^e  clamours:  they  seem  to  be 
1>etter  founded  than  I  coiud  wish.  Do 
not  we  all  know,  my  Lords,  is  it  not  pub- 
licly and  certainly  known,  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  Company  liave  had  lately 
above  six  per  cent,  of  their  capital  anni- 
hilated for  the  payment  of  a  part  only  of 
their  debts  >  Could  it  have  been  imagined, 
that  that  Company  had  so  much  debt, 
more  than  their  money  and  effects  in  trade 
could  have  answered  ?  It  can  hardly  be 
thoag^t^  that  that  debt  has  been  all  con- 
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tracted  since  the  year  1721 ;  and  if  it  wa« 
contracted  before  that  time,  it  was  a  crime 
to  conceal  it  from  parliament;  for  if  it 
had  then  been  known,  the  pariiament  would 
certainly  have  expressly  ordered  the  pro- 
duce of  the  directors  estates,  as  well  as  the 
stock  then  undisposed  of,  to  have  been  ap- 
plied towards  payment  of  the  debts  d*the 
Company,  instead  of  ordering  them  to  be 
divided  among  ^e  proprietors.  This  wa^ 
the  only  proper  way  of  applying  bodi,  in 
case  tlie  Company  had  any  debt  at  tiiat 
time.  And  if^  the  debt  has  been  cdl  con- 
tracted since  that  time,  the  public  is  en^ 
titled,  and  we  have  reason,  to  enquire  how 
it  came  to  be  so.  The  debts  of  evetr  onie 
of  our  Companies  ought  to  be  pimlicly 
known.  Do  not  we  know  that  their  debt 
is  by  law  a  mortgage  upon  their  stock,  and 
the  concealing  of  that  debt  is  a  fraud 
upon  every  ignorant  person  who  becomes 
a  purchaser  afier  the  contractmg  of  thehr 
debt  ?  It  is  as  much  a  fraud  upon  such  a 
purchaser,  as  it  would-be  to  sell  a  mort- 
gaged estate,  without  acquainting  the  pur- 
chaser that  there  was  such  a  mortgage 
upon  itp— As  to  the  East  India  Company, 
my  Lords,  I  wish  an  enquiry  had  been 
made  into  their  affairs  when  they  last  ap- 
plied to  this  house  for  a  prolongation  of 
their  term :  it  was  then  that  we  ought  to  . 
have  made  an  enquiry ;  it  is  true,  we  then 
neglected  it,  but  I  hope  such  an  enquii^ 
was  made  by  those  concerned  in  the  admi- 
nistration ;  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so  be- 
fore they  agreed  to  the  bargain  that  was 
then  made  with  the  directors  of  that  Com'*- 
pany;  if  they  did  not  I  shall  always  look 
upon  such  a  neglect  in  them  as  a  crime  of 
a  very  high  nature.  I  can  see  no  evil 
consequence  of  letting  at  least,  the  gene- 
ral circumstances  of  a  company  be  publicly 
known :  T  am  sure,  that  as  to  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  it  would  have  prevented' 
some  very  odd  practices  which  have  been 
lately  made  use  of:  the  directors,  or  per- 
haps, some  few  of  the  directors  of  that 
Company,  were  probabl/the  only  persons 
that  were,  for  half  a  year  together,  in  the 
secret  of  that  Company's  not  being  'in  a 
condition  to  continue  their  former  divi^ 
dend ;  such  a  secret  was  sufficient  for  any 
man,  or  for  any  small  number  of  men  t^ 
plunddr  their  fellow  subjects  at  pleasure, 
and  to  make  to  themselves  what  estate^ 
they  bad  a  mind.  We  know  Aat  diere 
were  but  a  few  men  in  this  secret,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  the  world  generally  believ- 
ed, when  methods  were  actually  taken  to 
make  all  mankind  believey  that  that  Comf- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


105] 


fif  the  Sotitk  Sea  Directors* 

fsnj  was  in  tfie  most  flourishing  state,  and 
that  they  would  have  been  able  to  have 
cantimied  their  dividend  of  S  per  cent,  for 
many  years.  By  these  methods,  my  lords, 
we  saw  how  that  stock  was  run  up  to  a 
very  high  price ;  we  saw  how  it  fell  down 
sgam  almost  50  per  cent,  in  three  montiis 
tane,  by  whidi  management  we  may  be- 
lieve tmit  millions  were  lost  and  won ;  we 
'judge  who  Were  the  winners;  they 
laps  were  but  few  in  number,  but  we 
m^  certainly  conclude,  that  many  inno- 
cent persons  were  ther^y  undone.  And 
whSe  addk  practices  are  so  publicly  and  so 
openly  carried  on,  shall  we  sit  in  this 
House  and  see  them  pass  nnpimished? 
Bat,  my  Liords,  this  is  not  the  quesdon  now 
before  us ,  the  question  now  before  us  is, 
whether  or  mrwe  shall  call  for  an  account 
of  discharge  as  to  a  particular  affiur,  in  order 
to  answer  the  account  of  diarge,  which 
was  some  years  ago  laid  upon  our  table  in 
porsiiance  of  ah  act  of  paniament:  surely 
this  is  a  question  that  requires  no  time  to 
coosidar  of,  and  therefore  I  shall  be  against 
ad|oiiniingthe  debate. 

Lord  Falmouth  spoke  next. 

My  'Lar^s ;— I  am  inclined  to  be  for  ad- 
journing the  debate  till  to-morrow,  but 
when  I  tell  your  lordships  my  reason,  I 
bope  you  will  not  think  that  I  am  against 
any  inquiry  into  the  affiurs  oi  the  South 
Soi  Company ;  for  I  am  so  much  c<m- 
vinced  of  the  necessity  and  benefit  of  such 
enquiries,  and  of  the  proprie^  of  the  mo- 
tion now  made  to  us,  that,  I  hope,  no  lord 
in  this  House  will,  after  due  ccmsideration, 
be  against  it ;  and  therefore  I  wish  it  were 
put  off  tin  to-morrow  in  order  that  it  may 
tfa»  be  unanimously  agreed  to* 

The  South'Sea  Company  ordered  to  lay 
their  Accounts  before  the  Housed]  The 
earl  of  Wmchelsea,  and  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford gpok^  f(nr  the  motion,  and  against  ad- 
journing. At  last  the  question  for  ad- 
joumipg  the  debate  untd  next  day  was 
put,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative  85  against 
31 ;  after  which  the  question  was  put,  to 
agree  to  the  motion,  wnich  was  earned  in 
the  affirmative  widiout  any  division;  and 
according^  the  directors  en  the  South-Sea 
Company  were  ordered  to  lay  the  said 
Account  before  the  House. 

Names  of  the  Lords  mho  voted  Jbr  and 
agakmt  the  Moiunu]  lliefollowmg  lords 
n^tedupoB  this  questiofii  viz. 
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For  the  Motion. 

SVKXS. 

Sfaafbboiy 

Bolton 

Stair 

Bridgewater 

Straflbrd, 

Kent 

Tbaoet 

MoDtrose 

Warrington 

St.  Albans 

VWCOOKTS: 

MABQUIS. 

Cobham 

Tweedale 

FaloMmth 

Tadcaster 

SAR0N8. 

Bucban 

Bathurst 

Chesterfield 

Brace 

Coventry 

Carteret 

Fitzwahcr 

Clinton 

Ker 

ComwalHs 

Macclesfield 

Foley 

MarohmoDt 

Gower 

ForthamptsB 

Baversbam 

Pomfret 

BBBOP. 

Rothes 

linoQhi. 

^ 

Against 

the  Motion. 

DUKES. 

Wilmingto» 

Incaster 

viacouirrs. 

Devonshire 

Lonsdale 

Newcastle 

TorringtOB 

Rutland 

BAEOKS. 

KARU. 

Abeigavenny 

Albemarle 

Byroo 

Asfabumhara 

DelaWar 

Cowper 

Harrington 

Crmwfiird 

Hobart 

Duomore 

Lovel 

Hallifax 

Lynn 
Walpole 

Jersey 

Hay 

BISBOPS. 

Morton 

London,  and  five  Bi- 

SeUdrk 

Further  Debate  in  theLordsonthe  Pro^ 
duce  of  the  South^Sea  Director^  Forfeited 
Estates.2  May  24*  The  above  Account 
was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  this  day. 
As  soon  as  the  order  was  read,  the  lord 
Bathurst  stood  up  to  speak,  but  the  duke 
of  Newcastle  standing  up  about  the  samd 
time,  the  Lord  Chancdk)r  pointed  to  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  and  the  lord  Bathurst 
not  ofierin^  to  sit  down,  lord  Carteret  stood 
up,  and  said.  That  if  there  was  any  dispute 
which  lord  was  to  sp^dc,  the  Lonl  Cnan- 
cellor  was  not  to  determine  the  question, 
but  the  opinion  of  the  House  was  to  be 
asked  upon  it;  thatfor  his  part  he  was  sure 
the  noble  lord  by  him  was  up  some  time 
before  the  noble  duke.    Then 

The  Lord  Bathurst  stood  up  and  said : 

My  Lords ;  I  desire  to  speak  to  order* 
When  any  lord  makes  a  motion  upon  whicb 
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there  foUows  any  order  or  resdlutkm  of  this 
House,  and  a  day  is  ap{)ointed  for  taking 
that  order  or  resolution  into  cODsideration, 
it  has  always  been  the  custom  cf  this 
House,  out  of  complaisance  to  the  lor^  who 
made  Uie  motion,'  to  hear  him  first;  be- 
cause it  is  to  be  expected  that  he  has  some- 
thing to  say,  or  some  farther  motion  to 
make  in  consequence,  or  in  explanation  of 
€tke  motion  he  had  before  made ;  &erefore, 
my  Lords,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  move 
for  the  Account  you  are  now  to  take  under 
your  consideration,  I  think  I  bbve  now  a 
title  to  be  first  heard,  even  though  I  had 
not  been  first  up,  [Upon  this  the  duke  of 
Newcastle  sat  down,  and  then  the  lord 
Bathurst  went  on  as  follows :]  I  had,  my 
Lords,  the  honour  to  move  for  the 
Account  now  before  us,  and  your 
lordships  were  so  ^ood  as  to  comply  with 
my  desire.  The  mtention  of  my  motion 
was,  that  your  lorddiips  might  see  that  the 
produce  of  the  directors  estates  in  the  year 
1 720,  had  been  regulariy  and  fairly  applied, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  several 
laws  mac^  for  that  purpose ;  and  firom  the 
account  brought  in,  and  now  under  our 
consideration,  I  think,  it  most  plainly  ap- 
pears, t&at  not  so  much  as  one  shilling  of 
that  money  has  been  so  applied.  T9  me 
it  appears-from  that  account  that  the  large 
sum  of  money,  arising  firom  these  forfeited 
estates,  had  been  all  distributed  among  the 
proprietors  by  way  of  dividend,  even  before 
the  application  was  made  to  Parliament  in 
the  ISih  year  of  bis  late  Majesty's  reign 
ifbr  directions  bow  to  apply  it ;  and,  thepre- 
fore,  my  Lords,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
move  to  your  lordships,  that  it  may  be  re- 
Bolved,  that  the  disposiAg  of  any  of  that 
money  by  way  of  divid^d,and  without  any 
order  or  directi(^  of  a  general  court  for 
that  purpose,  was  a  violation  of  the  act  of 
jPaiiiament  made  for  directing  the  disposal 
thereof,  and  a  mani&st  injustice  done  to 
the  proprietors  of  that  stock. 

The  Duke  of  Newcattk  ^ke  thus: 

'^j  Lords; — ^Itjs my  opinion  thatapar- 
row  scrutmy  into  the  afiir  now  before  us 
19  abBolutely  necessary :  This,  my  lords,  I 
^aih  now  so  firmly  persuaded  of,  especially 
^ince  the  britt|^g  in  the  account  now 
wida:  our  qonsidaration,  that  no  man  can 
be  more  heartily  inclined  to  enter  into  such 
scrutiny  th^n  I  api;  but  this  account, 
which  Uie  present  directors  have  laid  be- 
fore us  is  so  confiised,  and  so  obscure,  that, 
to  me,  it  b  alt<^ther  unintelligible :  I  do 
believe  there  le  not  a  lord  in  this  House 


rtUuingto  the  Forfidtei  Esiates         [jiOg 

who  will  «ay  that  he  thoroug^y  under- 
stands it ;  and  therefore,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  can  be  a  proper  foundation  for  the 
motion  the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to 
make,  or  for  any  other  motion.  An  en* 
auiry  into  Ihe  disposal  of  the  produce  of 
tne  forfeited  estates  of  the  directors  m  the 
year  1720,  is  certainly  a  very  proper  en* 
quiry  for  this  House ;  but  then,  my  lords, 
for  the  honour  and  digni^  c^  the  House, 
we  ought  not  to  proceed  upon  any  0uch 
.enquiiy  till  we  have  proper  nu^erials 
bemreus;  and  therefore,  I  hope  your  lord- 
Ships  will  agree  with  me  in  the  motion  I 
am  to  make  before  you  {^oceed  any  fur- 
ther in  this  affiur. — The  present  directora 
of  that  Company  have  indeed  given  us  an 
account^  but  that  account  is  so  imperfect 
and  so  indistinct,  that  it  cai^iot  be  looked 
on  as  any  sort  of  compliance  with  your 
lordships  late  order.  What  may  have  been 
their  reasons  for  giving  us  such  an  account 
I  shall  not  determine,  but  if  it  was  either 
to  conceal  the  crimes  of  the  ^1^,  (« to 
load  tjhe  innocent  with  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions, I  hope,  in  either  case,  your  lord- 
ships will  imorce  your  own  orders,  and 
oblige  them  to  dear  up  what  appears  to  be 
obscure  in  the  account  they  have  already 
given  in.  It  is  incumbent  upon  us,  my 
lords,  always  to  see  our  own  orders  punc- 
tually obeyed,  but  especially  when  tbej 
relate  to  the  discovering  of  l^ose  that  are 
guilty,  or  to  the  vuddication  of  those  that 
are  unjustly  sui^ected  of  crimes:  This 
surely  is  tne  next  step  your  lordships 
ou^ht  to  take  in  this  aSmr ;  and  therefore 
I  snail  move.  That  the  present  directocp 
of  that  company  may  be  ordered  to  lay 
before  this  House,  a  fiirther  and  more 
distuict  account  how  thai  money  I&b  been 
disposed  of. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  spoke  next: 

My  Lords  ^--I  am  glad  to  see  the  dfect 
that  the  bringing  in  of  this  account,  ob- 
scure as  it  is,  has  produced.  I  find  that 
«ome  lords,  who  at  nrst  seemed  to  want  np 
information  in  this  affiur,  who  at  first  ap- 
peared to  be  against  any  such  enquiry,are 
nowfi>rmakine  a  thorough  en<]^uiry  into 
that  whole  affiur,  and  are  for  havm^  a  full 
information  of  every  particular  circum- 
stance relating  to  the  disposal  of  that  mo- 
ney. I  am,  my  Lords,  m  tbe  same  opi- 
nion, and  theraore  I  look  upon  the  rootton 
made  by  the  noble  duke  to  be  a  very  proper 
motion :  I  shall  most  heartily  johi  with  him 
in  that  motion ;  but  then,  nc^  J^ords,  I  think 
it  is  time  enpqgh  |o  hippie  to  that  motion 
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after  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  lord  is 
^igreed  to ;  the  noble  duke'8  motion  ought 
to  be  the  concluding  motion  of  this  day. 
The  account  laid  before  us  is,  it  is  true, 
obscure  and  indistinct,  but  let  us  make  as 
much  of  it  as  we  can  before  we  ask  for 
any  further  account.  E^en  this  obscure 
account  is  sufficient  to  raise  a  suspicion  in 
every  lord  of  this  House,  that  the  produce 
of  those  directors  estates  has  not  been  dis- 
posed of,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  act  of  parliament  made  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  tnerefore  I  must  think,  that  we 
tiaTe  from  thence  sufficient  ground  for  the 
resolution  first  moved  for.  We  may  then 
examine  this  account  a  little  farther,  and 
at  last  we  may  come  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  noble  duke,  and  may  then  give  such 
particular  orders  and  directions,  relating 
to  the  several  articles  which  we  want  to 
have  deured  up,  that  the  present  directors 
m^know  how,  and  will  be  necessarily 
cb&ed  to  lay  a  clear  and  distinct  account 
of  mat  whole  afiair  before  us,  if  toy  such 
can  be  had.  I  shall  therefore  be  for  the 
motion  made  by  the  noble  lord,  and  at  last 
I  win  join  vnth  die  noble  duke  in  the  mo- 
tioo  he  has  made. 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  spoke  thus : 

My  LcMrds ; — As  to  the  motion  made  by 
Ae  noble  duke,  I  shall  join  m  it  with  all 
my  heart,  as  soon  as  I  uink  it  is  proper 
far  UB  to  come  to  such  a  motion,  or  to 
mike  such  an  <nxler.  I  do  not  doubt  but 
tfiat  the  noble  duke  who  made  the  motion 
IB  most  zealous  m  the  affiur  now  before  us ; 
his  grace  has  declared  so,  and  therefore  I 
make  no  manner  of  doubt  of  it,  because  I 
am  fully  convinced  of  the  honour  and  in- 
tegrity of  that  noble  duke ;  he  never  did 
profeaa  any  thins  but  what  were  his  real 
sentiments,  and  I  am  persuaded  the  motion 
he  has  made  proceeds  from  a  sincere  and 
an  ardent  desnre  of  coming  at  the  bottom 
of  the  affitb  now  before  us.  I  am  always 
iony  when  I  diffisr  in  the  least  from  hhn ; 
but  m  the  present  case  my  opinion  h^- 
pens  to  be  di&rent;  I.  do  not  think  that 
what  he  proposes  ought  to  be  the  first  step 
we  are  next  to  take  m  the  affiur  before  us. 
As  to  this,  mj  lords,  I  am  at  present  of  a 
Aferent  opimon,  and  thoueh  1  may,  and 
ahaD  ahrajrs  be  ready  to  (£ange  my  opi" 
oioQ,  iq>on  a  better  information ;  yet  my 
opiidoD,  while  it  is  my  opinion,  I  will  not 
give  up  even  to  him  for  whom  I  have  the 
greatest  r^ard  and  estoem.; — As  we  have, 
lay  lords,  luready  an  account  before  us,  it 
A  my  opinion^  that  we  ought  to  examine 


that  account  before  we  order  any  ihrther 
account  to  be  laid  before  us.  If  there  is 
any  thing  obscure  in  this  account  we  now 
have  before  us,  the  gentleman  who  signs  it 
is  attending  at  the  door ;  and  if  your  lord- 
ships call  hun  in,  and  examine  him,  he  may 
perhaps  be  able  to  give  vou  a  farther  light 
mto  the  matter  in  hand ;  he  may  be  able 
to  explain  all  or  most  of  the  articles  that 
appear  to  be  obscure  in  the  account  now 
under  your  consideration;  and  if,  at  last, 
there  shall  remain  an  obscurity,  in  the  ac- 
count before  you,  your  lordships  may  then 
make  a  new  order  for  the  directors  to 
bring  in  a  fiirther,  a  more  clear  and  distinct 
account :  you  wiU  then^  and  not  till  then, 
be  able  to  give  such  particular  orders  as  to 
the  several  articles  that  remain  obscure,  ag 
cannot  be  misunderstood  by  the  directors. 
We  have,  my  lords,  by  our  former  order 
called  for  an  account  how  that  money  was 
disposed  of;  and  if  we  should  only  renew 
that  order  without  adding  some  new  and 
particular  directions,  the  second  account 
may  and  probably  will  be  more  obscure 
than  the  first;  and  therefore,  my  lords^ 
that  we  may  be  able  to  give  such  particu- 
lar directions  as  may  be  easily  imaerstood 
by  the  directors,  I  must  move  for  calling 
in  Mr.  De  Gols,  and  examining  him  as  to 
the  several  articles  of  this  Account. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  got  up  agam, 
and  thanked  the  noble  lord  who  had  spoke 
last  for  the  good  opinion  he  had  expressed 
of  him,  *  That  noble  lord  (says  his  grace) 
cannot  have  a  better  opinion  of  me  than  I 
have  of  him :  there  is  no  man  more  fully 
convinced  of  that  noble  lord's  honour  and 
sincerity  than  I  am,  because  there  is  no 
man,  I  believe,  knows  him  better.* 

Lord  Carteret  stood  up  and  spoke  to 
this  effisct : 

My  Lords;— I  shall  readily  join  with 
the  noble  dujce  in  the  motion  he  has  made, 
as  soon  as  it  is  proper  for  this  House  to  go 
upon  that  motion.  It  must  be  confess^, 
that  the  account  now  before  us  is  a  very 
in^erfect  and  indistinct  account;  whether 
this  be  the  effect  of  neglect  or  design 
I  shall  not  determine,  but  I  must  say,  my 
lords,  wherever  I  see  an  obscuri^  m  ac- 
counts I  am  ^t  to, suspect  some  indirect 
practices ;  however,  notwithstanding  the 
obscurity  of  the  account  now  under  our 
consideration  as  to  some  other  parts,  it  can« 
not  be  said  that  it  is  obscure  as  to  that  part 
to  which  the  motion  made  by  the  i^le 
lord  refers.  It  must  be  granted,  it  has  not 
I  think  b^en  so  much  as  denied  by  any  lord 
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in  this  House^  but  that  the  dispoeing  of 
that  money  by  way  of  dividend  amon^  the 
proprietors,  without  any  orders  or  direc- 
tions of  a  general  court  for  that  purpose, 
was  a  violation  of'  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  a  manifest  injustice  done  to  the  com- 
pany :  and  it  is  plainthat,  in  the  account 
now  before  us,  tnere  does  not  i^pear  any 
order  or  direction  for  the  disposal  of  that 
money :  there  appears  to  us  nothing  but 
an  order  for  the  trustees  to  deliver  that 
money  over  to  the  directors ;  and  for  this 
reason  we  t)ught  now  to  declare  our  01.I- 
nion  as  to  this  matter,  that  the  present  di- 
rectors, in  the  making  up  of  a  new  account, 
may  be  sufficiently  instructed  as  to  that 
luticle,  and  that  they  may  be  directed  to 
report  clearly  to  us,  whether  or  no  there 
was  any  order  of  a  general  court  for  the 
disposal  of  that  money;  if  there  was  any 
proper  order  for  that  purpose,  our  coming  to 
k  resolution,  according  to  the  noble  lora's 
motion,  can  affect  no  man;  and  if  there  ne- 
ver was  any  such  order,  those  who  disposed 
of  that  money  otherwise,  do  deserve,  and,  I 
hope,  will  meet  with  a  much  h^her  cen- 
sure. For  the  sake  of  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  this  House  we  ought,  my  Lords,  im- 
mediately to  come  to  some  very  strong  re- 
solutions in  the  afi^r  now  before  us;  the 
giving  in  c^  such  account  seems  to  be  a 
trifling  with  this  House,  and  if  your  Lord- 
ships now  refuse,  or  even  delay  doing  any 
thing  further  in  diis  affiur  until  you  mive  a 
new  account  given  in,  it  will  be  thought  to 
be  a  throwmg  of  cold  water  upon  the  en- 
qmiy  now  before  us.  Your  Lordships 
may  declare  what  you  please  as  to  your 
willingness  to  enter  upon  an  enouiry  into  this 
iiffiur,  but  the  putting  it  off  witnout  coming 
to  any  resolution  until  you  have  a  new  ac- 
count from  the  directors,  will  without 
doors  be  looked  on  as  a  waving  of  the  en- 
quiry proposed ;  and  this  opimon  will  the 
more  reaofly  and  the  more  generally  pre- 
vail, because  it  is  now  so  near  the  end  of 
the  session,  that  this  new  account  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  be  broudbt  in  during 
this  session  of  parliament.*--By  the  ac- 
count now  before  us  it  appears,  diat  up- 
wards of  2,000,000/.  sterling  money  was 
paid  and  delivered  by  the  trustees  to  the 
directors  of  that  company  in  the  year 
1729,  and  it  likewise  appears,  that  it  was 
never  brought  to  the  company's  accoimt 
till  the  year  1732.  For  Ood^s  sake,  my 
Lords,  i^at  became  of  that  great  sum  m 
money  during  that  lopg  interval,  the  very 
interest  of  it  in  that  tune  amounts  to  above 
100,OOtf.  whidi  is  •  s^i^  that  company 


itself  would  certainly  have  lodked  a&er,  if 
they  had  not  been  either  very  n^ligent  of 
their  own  afi&irs,  or  under  an  iimuence  to 
which  I  shall  not  give  the  name  it  deserves; 
but  whatever  may  be  the  casfe  as  to  the 
company,  we  ought  to  consider  the  widows 
and  the&therless  infants  who  have  no  vote 
at  their  general  courts,  and  for  the  sake  of 
those  we  ought  to  c^nquire  what  became  of 
this  money  tor  so  considerable  a  time :  as 
to  this  and  all  the  other  articles  of  this  ac- 
count, the  gentleman  who  signs  it  and  who 
is  now  attending  at  our  door,  can  without 
doubt  fully  inform  us^  and  therefore,  I  shall 
join  with  the  noble  lord  by  me,  in  the  mo- 
tion he  has  made  for  having  him  i:»lled  in 
and  examined. 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  spoke  next  as  follows : 

My  Lords  ^--Since  your  lordships  seem 
to  be  all  of  opinion,  tKat  the  account  laid 
before  us  by  the  present  directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Conqmny,  in  pursuance  of  our 
late  order,  is  a  very  indistinct  account,  I 
think  the  first  thing  you  ought  to  do  is  to 
see  your  order  as  mlly  complied  with  as 
possible.  By  your  lordships'  former  or- 
der, the  directors  were  ordered  to  lay  be- 
fore you  all  the  orders  of  general  courts 
made  for  directing  the  disposal  of  that  mo- 
ney, and  I  find  they  have  given  us  no  ac- 
count of  any  order  relating  to  that  a£Bdr, 
but  of  one  only,  which,  for  what  I  know, 
may  be  all  the  orders  they  have  to  show ; 
but  they  ought  at  l^east  to  have  told  us  so : 
if  there  is  any  other  order  relating  to  the 
disposal  of  thiat  money,  it  ought  to  be 
laid  before  us,  and  if  there  are  none 
other,  we  ought  certainly  to  be  assured  of 
it  in  a  proper  way,  before  we  proceed  any 
flurther  in  this  a^ir :  till  we  have  from  the 
directors  all  the  information  we  can  possi- 
bly get,  it  will  be  irregular  to  come  to  any 
resdution,  or  to  call  any  witness  to  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar ;  and  in  every  a£»ir  that 
comes  before  this  House,  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships will  always  be  careful  of  qoin^  no- 
thing but  what  is  regular  and  just,  without 
any  regard  to  what  may  be  said  without 
doors.r— From  the  account  before  us,  it  in- 
deed spears,  that  the  money  was  paid  in 
by  the  trustees  to  the  directors  in  the  .year 
1729,  and  that  it  was  not  brought  to  the 
Company's  account  tiU  the  year  17S2 ;  and 
I  do  not  know  but  that  Mr.  De  Gols  who 
signs  this  account,  and  who  is  now  attend- 
ing at  your  door,  may  be  able  to  inform 
you  as  to  wha^t  became  of  that  money  in 
Ae  interim.  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  from 
Mr.  De  Gols  that  we  want  an  account, 
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it  18  from  the  directors  of  that  Company 
that  we  ought  to  be  informed  of  all  mese 
matters ;  and  after  the  directors  have  told 
08,  that  they  can  give  us  no  further  in- 
formation,  we  may  then  examine  them, 
we  may  examine  their  servants,  we  may 
examine  whatever  ^vitnesses  we  think 
proper,  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  as 
to  tiie  truth  of  the  several  articles  of  the 
accounts  given  in  by  the  directors,  and 
likewise  as  to  the  clearing  up  and  explain- 
ing such  articles  as  may,  at  last,  remain 
obscure, — As  to  any  lord's  having  at  first 
appeared  against  oilling  for  the  account 
now  under  our  consideration,  I  do  not 
know  tliat  any  lord  did  appear  against  it : 
when  the  first  motion  was  made  relating 
to  this  affiur,  it  appeared  to  be  a  motion  of 
gixch  consequence,  that  several  lords  were 
desirous  of  some  time  to  consider  of  it;  but 
k is  not  from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  they 
were  against  calling  for  any  such  account: 
&ey  desired  only  till  next  day  to  consider  of 
it ;  their  asking  for  such  a  short  time  was 
a  proof  of  their  not  being  against  it,  and  if 
they  had  got  that  time,  they  would  I  be- 
lieve, have  been  as  much  for  it  as  those 
lords  were  who  had  considered  of  the  af- 
&ir  before  the  motion  was  made.  The 
event,  my  Lords,  shews  that  they  were  in 
the  right  in  asking  for  some  time  to  consi- 
der it,  for  if  die  a&ir  had  been  better  con- 
ddered  at  first,  our  order  would  perhaps 
have  been  made  more  particular,  and 
then  the  return  to  it  would,  in  all  pro- 
babflity,  have  been  more  distinct  and 
dear:  we  should  then  have  been  able 
to  have  proceeded  without  any  loss 
of  time,  but  as  the  case  now  stands,  I 
think  it  would  be  very  irregular  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  making  of  resolutions,  or  to 
examine  witnesses,  till  we  have  the  mat- 
ter further  cleared  up;  and  therefore  I 
shall  be  for  putting  the  previous  question 
as  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  lord, 
and  if  that  passes  in  the  negative,  as  I 
hope  it  will,  I  shall  be  for  agreeing  with 
^e  motion  made  by  the  noble  duke. 

The  duke  of  Montrose,  the  marquis  of 
Tweedale,  the  earl  of  Winchelsea,  and  the 
earl  of  Marchmont,  spoke  for  calling  in 
jMr.  De  Gols ;  and  the  earl  of  Chol- 
mondeley,  the  lord  De  la  War,  the  lord 
Lovel,  the  lord  King,  and  the  bishop  of 
Bangor,  spoke  against  it.  The  previous 
question  was  then  going  to  be  put  as  to 
lord  Bathurst's  motion,  but 

Lord  Carteret  got  up,  and  $poke  to  or- 
der, 
[tot.  IX.] 


That  as  Mr.  De  Gob  was  then  attending 
at  the  door  by  virtue  of  their  lordship's 
order,  and  a  aoble  lord  having  moved  for 
calling  him  in,  he  thought,  that  according 
to  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  that  House^ 
the  question  that  ought  to  be  first  put  was^ 
Whether  or  no  Mr.  De  Gols  should  be 
called  in  ?  And  that  it  was  certainly  pro-* 
per  he  should  be  examined  before  tney 
proceeded  even  to  make  an  order  for 
bringing  in  a  further  account,  for  that  thev 
would  thereby  be  enabled  to  ^ive  much 
more  particular  and  distinct  directions, 
hov/  that  further  account  should  be  framed^ 
than  they  could  otherways  do :  that  if  they 
went  upon  issuing  out  a  new  order  before 
they  examined  that  gentleman,  the  same 
thing  might  happen,  which  a  noble  lord 
seemed  to  think  had  before  h^pened  by 
tlieir  making  the  first  order  in  tnat  affiur, 
without  takmg  time  to  consider  of  it ;  the 
directors  would  no  more  understand  their 
second  order,  than  they  had  understood  the 
first ;  and  thus  (says  tus  lordship)  we  shall 
have  a  second  return  as  indistinct  and  aa 
obscure  as  the  first. 

In  this  question  as  to  order  the  lord  Car* 
teret's  opinion  was  supported  by  the  earl  of 
Winchelsea  and  the  lord  Bathurst ;  and 
it  was  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
the  earl  of  Ilay,  and  the  lord  De  la  War, 

The  Earloi Strafford  stood  up,  and  said; 

That  for  avoiding  the  dispute  about  order* 
he  would  be  for  putting  the  previous  ques* 
tion  as  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  thereupon  he  would  give  his  ne- 
gative, as  he  would  likewise  do  upon  the 
Erevious  question  as  to  the  motion  made 
y  the  noble  duke,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
motion  made  for  calling  in  Mr.  De  Gols, 
which  he  would  certainly  agree  to.  After 
him 

The  Marquis  of  Tweedale  stood  up  and 
said  : 

My  Lords ; — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last ;  1 
think  that  what  his  lordship  has  proposed 
is  a  most  proper  method  tor  avoiding  all 
disputes  about  order  ;  and  as  I  am  for 
calling  in  Mr.  De  Gols,  and  examining 
him  before  every  thing  elsp  ;  therefore,  if 
you  put  the  previous  question  as  to  the 
first  mction  tnat  was  made,  I  hope  it  will 
pass  in  the  negative  ;  then,  my  lords,  we 
may  regularly,  and  without  any  dispute  as 
to  order,  put  the  previous  question  as  to 
the  motion  made  by  the  noble  duke ;  to 
that  question  I  shall  likewise  give  my  af  - 

en 
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ffiitiTe»  and  I  hope  all  the  lords  who  are  for 
having  Mr.  De  Gols  called  in  and  exa« 
inined,  will  do  the  same,  that  so  it  may 
likewise  pass  in  thie  negative ;  and  thus 
both  the  first  motions  being  postponed,  we 
eome  next  of  course  to  the  third  motion, 
which  was  that  for  calling  in  Mr.  De  Gols, 
to  which  I  shall  most  heartily  give  my 
affirmative. 

Hereupon  the  previous  question  was  put 
as  to  the  motion  made  by  the  lord  Ba- 
thurst,  which  passed  in  the  negative  without 
any  division.  Then  the  previous  question 
Was  put  upon  the  motion  made  by  the 
iuke  of  Newcastle,  upon  which  the  House 
divided,  as  this  division  was  a  very  remark- 
able one,  we  shall  give  a  List  of  the  Lords 
who  were  present,  and  voted  in  this 
question. 

.^  The  Lords  who  upon  this  previous  ques- 
tion voted  in  the  negative,  and  were  con- 
^quendy  for  the  calling  in  of  Mr.  De 
G0I3,  were 


DVKBS. 

Somerset 

St.  Albans 

bolton 

Bedford 

Montrose 

Kent 

Oreenwich 

Manchester 

Bridgwater. 

MARQUIS. 

Twedale. 

EARLS. 

Northampton 

Denbigh 

Berkshire 

Wincheliea 

Chesterfield 

Tbanet 

Sunderland 

Sbaftsbury 

Litchfield 

'Gainsboroa^h 

Scarborough 

Coventry 

Boibes 

Bucfaan 

Present 
Proxies 


Marchmont 

Strafibrd 

Stair 

Fitzwalter 

Oxford 

Harborou^ 

Macclesfield 

Pomfret 

Ker. 

VISCOtNTS. 

Tadcaster 

Cobham 

Falmouth. 

BARONS. 

Clinton 

Bruce 

Cra?en 

Carteret 

Weston 

Habersham 

Gower 

Masbam 

Foley 

Bathurst 

Coipwallts. 

.  BISHOP. 

Lincoln. 
...    48 
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75 
The  Lords  who  upon  this  previous  ques- 
tion voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  conse- 
2uently  against  the  then  calling,  m  of  Mr. 
^e  Gols,  were 

DinLBi*  Devonshire 


Montague 

Ancaster 

Crahon 


Newcastle 
Chandoit 
Dorset. 


£ARLS, 

Pembroke 

Warwick 

Clarendon 

Albemarle 

Jersey 

Oodolphin 

Cbolmondeley 

Crawford 

MoretOQ 

Selkirk 

Donmore 

Orkney 

Hay 

Tankervillt 

Halifax 

Cowper 

Ashburnham 

Efiinj^harii 

Wiltnmgton. 

VISCOUNTS. 

Lonsdale 

Lymington 

Torrtngton. 

BARONS. 

Harrington 
Abergavenny 


De  la  War 

Lo?e!ace 

Byron 

Lynn 

Cadogan 

Walpole 

Monson 

Level 

King. 

BISBOPS. 

Londoii 

Durham 

Winchester 

Salisbury 

St.  David's 

Bangor 

Exeter 

LlandafT 

Chichester 

Oxford 

Bristol 

Norwich 

Litchfieki  and  Coven- 

Ely  [try 

Rochester 

St.  Asaph 

Bath  and  Wells. 
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By  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  nothing  new  can  be  resolved  on 
unless  a  majority  be  for  it ;  so  that  when  a 
motion  is  made  in  that  House  for  revers^ 
ing  a  decree,  for  bringing  in  or  passing  a 
bifl,  or  for  an  amehcunent  to  a  bill  then 
before  them,  there  must  be  a  majority  for 
it,  otherwise,  if  there  be  only  an  equality 
upon  the  division,  the  decree  stands  affirm- 
ed, the  bill  or  the  amendment  is  thrown 
out ;  and  so,  when  a  motion  for  a  Reso- 
lution or  Order  is  made,  there  must  be  a 
majority  for  it ;  if  upon  a  division  there 
be  an  eouality,  the  motion  is  of  conse- 
quence aisagreed  to,  that  is,  the  Question 
passes  in  the  negative*    Thus  in  mi  pre- 
sent case,   the  previous  question  bemg, 
Wlietlier  the  question  should  be  then  put 
upon  the  motion  made  by  the  duke   of 
Newcastle  ?  And  there  being  exa^y  as 
many  against  putting  the  question  upon 
that  motion,  as  there  were  for  it,  theretbre 
the  previous  question  was  carried  m  tbe 
negative,  and  so  the  House  came  of  courts 
to  putting  the  question  upon  the  motion 
made  by  the  earl  of  Scaioorough,  for  thi^ 
calling  m  of  Mr.  De  Ot>ls. 

Accordingly,  the  earl  stood  up  and  re- 
hewed  his  motion,  whereupon  the  duke  of 
Newcastle  got  up  and  moved,  that,  thfe 
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ftenoQB  qtte8ti<m  uigfat  likewise  be  put  aa 
to  that  motiofu    Upon  this 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  stood  up  and 
^ke  thus : 

My  Lords  i — For  God's  sake  do  not  let 
tis  put  a  previous  question  as  to  this  mo- 
tion. Mr.  De  Gols  was  ordered  to  attend 
this  day  ;  what  was  he  ordered  to  attend 
for  ?  Surely  it  was  to  be  examined  in  case 
ve  found  any  difficulty  in  the  account  now 
imd»  our  consideration  ;  and  every  lord 
in  the  House,  I  thinik,  ci^esses  tliat  he 
finds  difficulty  in  this  account :  it  has  been 
aUpfwed  by  eveiy  lord  that  has  spoke  in 
this  debate,  to  oe  veiy  confused  and  ob- 
scure. It  will  really  look  very  odd,  to  re* 
&Be  examining  that  gentleman  as  to  what 
4q9pears  difficiut  or  o^cure  ip  the  accoimt 
Jiefore  you,  since  he  is  attending  for  that 
mirpoee  by  virtue  of  an  ofder  of  the  House. 
We  omr  pretend  what  we  please,  but  no 
man  wiu  thndc  that  vre  are  in  earnest  in 
what  we  are  now  about,  if  th^  calling  in 
and  examining  of  this  gentteman  should 
beput  <rft 

Several  other  lords  spoke  to  the  same ' 
pQipcee,  imon  which  the  duke  dropped  his 
motHn,  though,  if  the  previous  question 
had  bem  put,  and  eveiy  lord  had  voted 
and  given  his  proxies  as  in  the  former  di- 
vidoD,  it  is  certain  there  would  have  been 
an  equaH^,  bv  which  the  calling  in  or  exa- 
mining of  mr.  De  Gols  .woyld,  by  the 
i\Ae»  of  that  house  brfore-mentioned,  have 
been  put  o£  The  motion  as  to  tlie  pre- 
vious question  being  thus  dropped,  th^e 
flueetioii  was  put  for  the  calling  m  of  Mr. 
.IJe  Gds,  which  was  carried  without  any 
division,  and  he  was  accordingly  called  in 
and  examined,  but  did  not  give  any  great 
satisfaction  as  to  the  dearii^  up  of  the  Ac- 
;.€0ttnt.  After  he  was  withdrawn,  the  lord 
Bathurst  renewed  his  motion,  whereupon 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  rose  up  and 
"^[Kdceasfdlows: 

My  lords;-*!  must  be  of  opinion,  that 
as  this  motion  tends  towsirds  the  diarging 
of  florae  genttemen  with  very  gross  mis- 
mani^ement,  and  with  acting  contrary  to 
an  express  act  of  parliament,  we  ought  to 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caution :  and  as 
1  really  think  that  we  have  not,  as  yet, 
sufficient  ground  for  supporting  such  a  re- 
solution, therefore  I  cannot  now  agree  to 
it  Our  coming  immediately  to  such  a  re- 
sobtioD  can  do  ^no  manner  of  service, 
eith^  to  the  .public  or  to  dny  private  per- 
9QP,  and  it  may  do  hann  to  some  gentle- 


men, who,  for  what  we  can  yet  pretend  ti^ 
know,  are  innocent;  but  that  we  may 
search  this  afiGdr  to  the  bottom,  that  we 
may  have  all  the  insight  into  it  that  is 
possible,  and  that  we  may  discover  and 
punish  the  guilty  if  any  there  be,  I  will 
now  join  with  the  noble  duke  in  the  mo- 
tion he  made ;  and  I  hope  in  forming  that 
order  your  lordships  will  give  such  direc- 
tions, as  may  not  only  enable  but  oblige 
the  Directors  of  that  Company  to  give  u« 
a  full,  clear,  and  distinct  accQunt  of  that 
whole  a&ir,  if  any  such  account  can  be 
had.  When  that  account  comea.in,  and 
when  we  are  told  no  such  account  can  bo 
had,  we  may  then  consider  the  motioa 
made  by  the  noble  lord,  and  may  come  tQ 
that  resolution,  or  to  such  other  resolu- 
tions as  we  shall  thep  think  proper. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  spoke  as  follows:  * 

My  lords ; — In  all  enquiries  of  this  na*- 
ture,  we  ought  to  proceed  with  zeal  but 
not  with  fury.  I  hope,  my  lords,  I  am  as 
zealous  for  enquiring  thoroughly  into  the 
matter  now  before  us,  as  any  of  your  lord- 
ships ought  to  be.  For  this  reason  I  was 
for  postponing  the  motion  made  by  the 


ke,  in  order  to  have  Mr.  De  G0I3 
examined:  I  did  indeed  expect  that  he 
would  have  explained  to  your  lordships 
most  of  the  articles  of  the  account  before 
us,  which  appear  to  be  obscure  and  unin- 
telligible; but  I  find  I  am  disappointed:  i 
believe  your  lordships  haye  received  no 
great  satisfaction  from  him ;  for  to  me  he 
seemed  to  be  ignorant  almost  of  every 
thing;  he  could  not  so  much  as  give  a 
clear  and  distinct  answer  to  any  one  ques- 
tion that  was  put  to  him,  which,  I  must 
say,  is  to  me  very  surprizing :  I  did  think 
it  almost  impossible  that  a  man  who  had 
been  so  long  in  such  a  high  post  in  that 
Company's  service,  could  be  so  ignorant  of 
their  affitirs  as  this  man  i^pears  to  be^*- 
However,  my  lords,  notwithstanding  the 
little  success  we  have  piet  with  in  the  exa- 
mination of  this  gentleman,  I  hope  we 
shall  fidl  upon  ways  and  means  for  bring- 
ing this  matter  to  light ;  but  till  we  haye 
some  further  information  about  it,  I  do  not 
think  we  have  a  foundation  for  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  noble  lord  has  been  pleasM 
to  move  for :  our  proceeding  so  hastily  to 
such  a  resolution  would  rea&y  be  a  going 
on  wit^  fury,  instead  of  going  on  with  that 
just  zeal,  which  we  ought  to  shew  upon  all 
such  occasions:  and  I  am  persuaded^  if 
this  affiur  were  to  be  left  to  tne  single  de<r 
tenninatjon  of  the  noble  lordi^ho  wade  the 
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motion^  he  would  not  upon  re-considerIng 
the  case,  come  to  such  a  determination  as 
he  has  now  moved  for,  without  enauiring 
fiuther  into  the  matter ;  therefore  I  hope 
the  noble  lord  will  for  the  present  wave  his 
motion,  that  the  same  may  be  again  re- 
vived, after  we  have  got  a  more  mil  and 
distinct  information  about  this  a£^. 

The  South  Sea  Directors^  SfC,  ordered  to 
attend.']  Hereupon  the  lord  Bathurst 
agreed  to  wave  his  motion  for  that  time, 
and  afterwards  the  House  ordered  the  pre- 
sent Directors,  and  also  the  last  Directors 
of  the  South  Sea  Company  to  attend  to  be 
examined,  and  likewise  the  late  Inspectors 
of  that  Company's  Accounts. 

JDebaie  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  for 
applying  the  Sinldng  Fund^  for  grmii" 
ing  a  Marriage  Portion  to  the  Prin- 
cess Rot/ai,  ^c]  May  30.  A  Bill 
was  read  the  second  time,  intituled, 
**  An  Act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  ap- 
ply 500,000/.  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1733 ;  and  for  the 
further  disposition  of  the  said  Fund,  by 
paying  off  one  million  of  South  Sea  An- 
nuities ;  and  for  enabling  his  Majesty,  out 
of  the  monies  arisen  by  sale  of  lands  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Christopher,  to  pay  the  sum 
of  80,000/.  for  the  marriage  portion  of  the 
Princess  Royal,  and  10,000/.  to  the  Trus- 
tees for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia 
in  America ;  and  for  making  good  all  de- 
ficiencies and  charges  by  taking  of  broad 
pieces  into  the  Mint,  out  of  the  Coinage 
Duty ;  and  for  appropriating  the  Supplies 
granted  in  this  session  of  parliament ;  and 
^r  issuing  to  the  sub-dean,  treasurer,  and 
steward  of  the  collegiate  church  of  St. 
Peter,  Westminster,  out  of  the  monies  re- 
served for  building  fifty  ne^v  churches, 
within  the  cities  of  London  mid  Westmin- 
ster, and  the  suburbs  thereof,  and  for  mak- 
ing provisions  for  the  ministers  of  the  same, 
4,000/.  for  the  repair  of  the  said  collegiate 
church,  and  1,200/.  for  finishing  the  dor- 
mitory, belonging  thereunto." — Upon  a 
motion  being  made  for  committing  it. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelsea  stood  up  and 
spoke  to  this  efiect: 

"My  lords ; — ^I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose 
the  fiill  now  before  us,  but  I  stand  up  to 
take  notice  of  the  strange  methoa  of 
huddling  so  many  things  together;  and 
particularly  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  that 
part  of  it  by  which  80,000/.  is  granted  as  a 
portion  for  the  Princes^  Royd,     It  is  so 
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unbecoming  a  thing  to  see  that  grant  made 
in  such  a  hotch-potch  Bill,  a  Bill  whidi 
really*  seems  to  be  the  sweepings  of  the 
other  House,  that  I  cannot,  my  lords,  let 
it  pass  without  testifying  my  dislike.  After 
his  Majesty  had    been  most  graciously 
pleased  to  conununicate  to  both  Houses  of 
rarliament,  the  intended  marriage  of  that 
princess;  after  both  Houses  had  presented 
to  his  Majesty  most  dutiftil  and  loyal  Ad- 
dresses thereupon,  I  think,  my  lords,  the 
least  that  ought  to  have  been  done,  was  to 
have  provided  a  marriase  portion  for  that 
princess  in  a  particular  Bill  by  itself;  that 
It  might  have  stood  upon  our  records,  as  a 
testimony  of  the  respect  and  duty  of  the 
nation  towards  the  rojral  fiunily  now  upon 
the  throne.    I  have  m  great  an  esteem  for 
his  Majesty  and  his  family,  and  such  a  par- 
ticular regard  for  that  illustrious  princess^ 
that  I  am  sorry  to  see  her  name  so  much 
as  mentioned  in  such  a  riff-raff  Bill  as  this 
is. — ^But,  my  IcNtls,  besides  this  indignity  t6 
the  royal  family,  the  sending  up  a  Bill 
with  so  many  di&rent  things  tacked  to- 
gether, is  a  sort  of  mdignity  to  this  House. 
It  is  a  breach  of  one  of  your  standing  Or- 
ders, and  is  a  la3Fing  of  us  under  a  necessity 
of  {peeing  to  every  item  in  a  BiD,  or  of 
putting  a  negative  upon  every  one  of  them : 
In  short,  my  lords,  to  me  it  really  seems 
to  be  a  design  to   make   use    of   one 
particular  article  in  the   Bill    to    cram 
the  rest  down  our  throats.     Upon  both 
these  accounts  I  could  not  help  takix^  no- 
tice of  this  most  extraordintury  BiU,  but 
since  it  cannot  now  be  remedied,  I  am  ao 
fond  of  enabling  his  Majesty  to  provide  a 
sufficient  marriage-portion  tor  the  Prmcesa 
Royal,  I  am  so  ready  to  join  in  any  mea- 
sures for  providing  ror  the  current  service 
of  the  year,  that,  rather  than  disi^ppoint 
either  of  them,  I  will  for  this  time  pasa 
over  those  formalities,  I  will  not  <q>pose 
this  Bill,  but  I  hope  that  care  will  be  taken 
hereafter  not  to  send  up  any  more  such 
Bills  to  this  House. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  spoke  next: 

My  Lords ; — ^I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  but  I  think  it  is 
incumbent  upon  me  to  declare,  that  it  is, 
in  m^  opinion,  a  most  indecent  thing  to 
provide  for  the  Princess  Royal  of  Enghund 
m  such  a  manner :  it  is  most  disre^ect- 
ful  to  the  royal  family,  to  provide  a  mar- 
riage portion  for  so  iUustrious  a  branch 
of  that  family  in  such  a  BiH  of  Items* 
Here  is  Imprunis,  500,000/.  for  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  year.    Item,  10,OOOA 
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bj  waj  ef  charity  for  thode  distressed  per- 
SODS,  ^o  are  to  transport  themselves  to 
die  colony  of  Georgia.  Item,  so  much, 
by  way  of  charity  for  repairing  an  old 
dnirch.  Item,  so  much  by  way  o£  charity 
for  repairing  a  dormitory.  And  Item, 
80,000/1  as  a  marriage  portion  for  the 
Princeaa  Royal  of  England.  How  incon- 
gruous is  it,  my  Lords,  to  see  such  a  pro- 
vision come  in  by  way  of  Item  among  so 
many  other  Items,  many  of  which  are  for 
charitid>le  uses  I — ^In  duty  to  the  family  of 
which  that  Royal  Princess  is  descended, 
out  of  that  regard  and  esteem  which  we 
ought  to  have  for  her,  and  which  she  so 
mudi  deserves,  not  only  from  us  but  from 
the  whole  world,  her  marriage  portion 
ought  to  have  been  provided  for  in  a  par- 
ticular bfll  by  itself;  no  foreign  matter 
ought  to  have  been  n^xed  in  such  a  bill 
Your  lordships  were  so  dffeful  in  that  re- 
spect, that,  when  you  were  about  drawing 
np  an  address  of  thanks  to  his  Majesty  for 
communicating  to  this  House  the  mtended 
marriage  of  the  Princess  Royal,  you  would 
not  receive  a  few  words  whidi  were  of- 
fered by  way  of  compliment  to  the  States 
General,  and  which  might  very  properly 
have  come  into  that  ad<&ess,  because  you 
were  resolved  to  put  nothing  into  the  ad- 
dress that  was  any  way  foreign  to  the  in- 
tended marriage,  which  his  Majesty  had 
been  pleased  to  communicate  to  you. — 
As  I  am  resolved  not  to  oppose  this  Bill, 
therefore,  my  Lords,  I  sluul  not  say  any 
thing  to  the  method  of  tacking  made  use 
of  i^Km  this  occasion ;  nor  shall  I  now  ob- 
ject against  the  means  made  use  of  for 
piovidmg  for  the  current  service  of  the 
year;  but  both  ought  certainly  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  and  I  hope  your  lordship 
vffly  upon  this  occasion,  come  to  some 
resolationa  which  may  tend  to  prevent  the 
like  practices  for  the  future. 

Hie  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  said : 

My  Lords ; — I  am  so  far  from  thinking 
it  indecent  or  disrespectful  to  provide  for 
the  Princess  Ro3ral  by  this  Bill,  that  I 
think  it  the  only  way  by  which  such  a 
provision  could  Have  bieen  made.  It  could 
not  weD  have  been  done  by  a  particular 
bffl,  because  the  marriage  is  not  yet  fully 
eoDclnded :  and  a  particular  Bill  jras  the 
lev  necessary,  because  the  provision  is  to 
be  made  witnout  laying  any  new  burden 
on  the  people;  it  is  to  be  made  out  of 
what  did  not  ori^naUy  belong  to  the  pub- 
Be^  but  to  his  Majesty;  for  the  money 
taUm  ^  ^  f^  ^  ^'^'^  ^  Nevis  and 


St,  Christopher's  did  not  really  at  first 
belong  to  the  public ;  it  was  what  the  pub- 
lic had  no  right  to,  until  his  Mqesty  was 
so  good  as  to  give  it  up,  and  to  promise 
that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
public. 

The  Earl  ofllay  spoke  next  as  follows: 

My  Lords ; — I  must  say  that  the  two 
noble  lords  who  spoke  first  upon  this  sub- 
ject, have  been  pleased  to  give  the  bill 
now  before  us  some  epithets  which  are 
very  extraordinary,  and  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  bill  no  way  deserves.  There  is 
in  this  bill,  my  Lords,  nothing  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature:  ^surely your  lordships 
would  not  nave  a  particular  bill  sent  up  for 
every  small  sum  that  is  granted  for  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  year :  your  lordshipa 
know  that  it  is  not  usual :  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  of  Parliament  to  provide  for 
several  particular  services  by  one  l^L  And 
as  to  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Princess 
Royal  I  have  as  great  a  regard  for  that 
most  deserving  princess,  and  as  mat  a 
respect  for  the  royal  family  of  which  she 
is  descended,  as  any  tord  m  this  Hoi^ ; 
but  reaUy  I  can  see  no  difference  in  the 
providing  for  her  marriage  portion  by  a 
particular  bill  for  that  purpose,  or  by  a 
clause  in  some  other  bill:  it  will  stand 
equally  upon  all  our  records  in  the  one 
way  as  in  the  other ;  and  the  duty  and  re- 
spect which  the  nation  owes  to  Jiis  Ma- 
jesty and  his  illustrious  &m]ly  will  be 
shewn  as  much,  and  testified  as  strongly, 
by  the  clause  which  is  in  this  bill,  as  if 
there  had  been  a  particular  bill  brought  in 
an^  passed  for  that  purpose  only. — ^As  to 
the  orders  of  this  House,  my  Lords,  there 
is  nothing  in  this  Bill  that  is  against  any 
of  them ;  the  order  which  now  seems  to 
be  referred  to  is,  I  presume,  that  by  which 
it  is  ordered,  that  nothmg  of  a  foreign 
nature  shall  be  tacked  to  any  money  biS : 
Hiis,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  order  I  can 
think  of  which  has  any  manner  of  relation 
to  the  question  in  hand,  and  I  am  sure 
there  is  nothing  in  this  bill  contrary  to 
that  order :  there  is  nothing  of  a  foreign 
nature,  there  is  nothing  in  it  but  what  re- 
lates to  the  granting  ofmoney,  and  there- 
fore there  is  nothing  in  it  that  can  in  any 
way  be  said  to  look  like  tacking.  Since 
the  noble  lords  had  no  mind  to  oppose  the 
bill,  I  must  think  that  they  might  nave  let 
alone  sa3ring  any  thing  upon  the  head 
until  after  Uie  bill  had  been  ordered  to 
be  committed:  then  if  they  had  any 
motion  to  make  relating  to  any  irregularis 
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tjea  in  ihk  bill,  Htuty  might  have  n>oke  to 
it?  but  it  is  not  ufiwl  for  any  lord  to 
apeak  against  a  bill,  unless  it  be  with  a 
c^ign  to  oppose  its  passing  in  the  form  it 
is  in. 

After  this  the  BUI  was  ordered  to  be 
committed,  and  then 

Lord  Bathurst  stood  up  and  spoke  thus : 

.  My  Lords  ;— I  did  not  beforedve  your 
lordships  any  trouble,  because  I  had  not  a 
mind  to  oppose  this  Bill  which  we  have  now 
ordered  to  be  committed  ;  for  though  I 
was  of  opinion,  and  I  find  I  am  not  singu- 
lar, that  the  sending  up  of  such  a  Bill  was 
both  irregular  and  contrary  to  the  orders 
of  this  House,  yet  I  thougnt  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  it,  not  only  because  of  the  de- 
sire I  had  to  see  all  the  current  services  of 
tbe  year  provided  for,  but  likewise  because 
of  the  great  regard  I  had  for  that  branch 
qf  the  royal  &nily  provided  for  by  this 
BiU  :  though,  I  must  say,  that  I  should 
Iwre  been  ^ad  to  have  seen  that  roval 
nrincess  provided  for  by  a  particular  Bill 
mr  that  purpose  only ;  for  wherever  a  grant 
is  to  be  made  by  parliament  in  favour  (x  any 
particular  person,  the  doing  of  it  by  a  clause 
may,  perhaps,  have  the  same  effect,  but 
the  doing  o£  it  by  a  Bill  certainly  ehews 
^  greater  r^ardfor  the  person  to  whom 
^  grant  is  made.  There  is  indeed  ame- 
thoif  by  which  one  house  of  parliament 
may  be  made  to  shew  a  very  extraordinary 
BQwdio  any  particular  thing  provided  for 
only  by  a  clause  in  a  bill ;  Uus  method  has 
been  practised,  thou^  I  shall  not  say,  my 
lords,  it  has  in  this  case  been  practised ;  it 
is  when  either  house  of  parliament  haa  a 
Bill  before  them  which  tney  suspect  may 
be  thrown  out  in  the  other  House,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  carry  it  through  the  other 
House,  they  add  a  clause  in  favouc^pf  some 
lihiag,  or  some  person  which  they  know  the 
other  House  will  shew  a. great  regard  to ; 
in  such  case,  if  that  other  House  do  pass 
SttchaBill  for  the  sake  di  that  .clause,  it  is 
certainly  shewing  a  very  extraordinary  re- 
gard to  the  person  in  favour  of  whom  that 
clause  was  thus  purposely  introduced.  If 
I  admit  bad  company  into  my  House,  for 
the  sake  of  one  particular  man  who  happens 
to  be  among  them,  I  certainly  shew  nim  a 
greater  regard  than  if  I  admitted  him  single 
and  alone  ;  but  he  is  little  obliffed  to  tliose, 
who  put  him  upon  the  office  of  gaining  ad- 
mittance for  such  troublesome  attenoants. 
r-However,  my  Lords,  as  to  this  part  of  the 
Bill  I  shall  insist  no  longer  upon  it,  my  prin- 
cipal design  is  to  USuf  notiC^.of  the  man- 


ner in  which  the  curvent  service  of  the  year 
is  provided  for  by  this  Bill :  it  is  indeed 
a  very  extraordinary  method  ofprovidimr 
for  that  service ;  a  method  whidi  I  shaU 
never  approve  of:  I  have  always  looked  on. 
the  Sinkmg-fund  as  a  most  sacred  pledge 
for  securing  the  paj^ment  of  the  debts  of 
the  nation,  and  for  relieving  the  people 
from  those  many  taxes  and  burthens  they 
now  groan  under.  Now,  I  find,  that  by  thia 
Bill,  that  sacred  fund  is  to  be  robbed  oC 
500,000/.  at  one  stroke.  There  have  been, 
several  large  sums  formerly  stolen  from  thal^ 
fund  ;  but,  I  believe  it  was  never  before 
plundered  of  so  large  a  sum  at  once,  or  in 
^o  direct  and  opep  amanner  as  by  this  Bill 
is  to  be  introduced  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope 
your  lordships  will  come  to  some  resolution 
for  preventing  any  such  practices  for  the 
future :  it  is  now,  my  lords,  really  become 
necessary  for  us  to  signify  to  the  other 
house  our  opiniop,  That  the  sinking  fund 
ought  never  to  be  iqpplied  to  any  other  pur-r 
pose  tlum  that  for  which  it  was  originally 
designed ;  and  I  think  my  lords,  the  beat 
way  of  signifying  such  opinion,  is,  by  hav* 
ing  a  resolution  to  that  purpose  ^tered 
upon  the  iournals  of  this  House ;  for  wUch 
reason  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  move  for 
a  resolution  in  these  or  in  some  such  terms 
That  it  is  the  qpinion  of  this  House,  that 
the  sinking  funa  ou^t  always  for  the  ^ 
ture  to  be  applied  to  the  redeeming  Uioee 
taxes  which  are  most  prejudicial  to  the 
trade,  most  burthoMome  on  the  manufao* 
tures,  and  most  oppressive  upon  the  poor 
pf  this  nagtion. 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  next : 

My  t^ords ; — ^I  must  upon  this  occasion 
declare  it  to  be  in  my  opinion,  that  the 
creditoj^  of  the  public  have,  in  a  manner, 
a  right  to  that  sacred  fund,  called  the  sink- 
ing-fund ;  it  is  in  its  own  nature  a  security 
to  them ;  first,  for  the  pajrment  of  the  in- 
terest coming  yeariy  due  to  them,  and 
next  fqr  the  payment  of  their  prindpai 
sums.  The  whole  people. of  Ens^d  have  |i 
right  to  have  it  diuy  applied  ;  because  it  13 
by  such  application  only  tl^  we  can  get  f^ree 
of  those  many  and^evous  taxes,  which 
lie  so  heavy  upon  the  poor,  and  are  such  it 
clog  to  the  trade  and  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  nation  :  and  therefore  the  ap- 
plying of  that  fund  to  any  other  use  is  a 
robbii^  the  puUic  creditors  of  their  right, 
it  is  doing  an  injustice  to  the  whole  people 
ofEnglamL 

The  present  circumstances  of  this  mo- 
tion arei  my  lords,  in  ^ome  manner  ji^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


ttSJ         on  the  Bidjifapfil^g  the  Sinking  Fund* 

fUnMk,  '^^fhe  nOmy taxeBWenowpay, 
die  necessenes  and  conyemences  of  life 
ire  leodered  so  deffiTy  tbM,  it  is  impossible 
for  our  tiadesmen  or  manufacturers  to  live" 
to  dieap,  or  to  sfell  the  produce  of  their 
Unmr  at  so  small  a  price  as  our  neieh- 
bdurs  do ;  from  hence  it  is,  my  lords,  that 
our  neighbours  are  every  day  encroach- 
B^  upon  us,  and  our  trade  is  daily  de- 
caying. If  a  journeyman  in  any  manlifac- 
tve  whatever,  can  hve  better  in  France  or 
Geraiany  on  six-pence  a  day  than  he  can, 
Irre  in  England  on  a  ^hilling,  we  may 
depend  on  it  that  most  of  our  tradesmen 
win  at  last  find  the  way  thither,  if  they  are 
not  prevented  either  by  our  own  good 
pditics,  or  by  some  very  had  politic  among 
our  ne^bours;  and  if  a  master  trades- 
man can  get  the  same  work  done  in  France 
for  ^-pence,  which  would  cost  him  a 
shilling  in  England,  he  certainly  can 
onderBell  the  English  tradesman  in  all  the 
foreign  markets  of  the  world.  The  only 
method  therefore  to  preserve  <>ur  trade  is 
.to  take  off  those  taxes,  which  now  lie  so 
heavy  upon  the  poor  tradesmen  and  la^ 
bdurers,  and  this  the  whole  people  of  Eng- 
land know  can  be  done  no  other  way  but 
5^  a  due  application  of  the  sinking-fund, 
ow  shocking  then  must  it  be  to  the 
whole  nation  to  see  that  fund  plundered 
of  so  large  a  sum  at  once;  the  whole 
nation  must  from  thence  conclude,  that 
they  must  for  ever  sroan  under  those  taxes 
wai  burthens  whidi  they  now  find  ahnost 
insupportable,  and  whicn  must  soon  be- 
come absolutely  so  by  the  decay  of  our 
trade  and  our  manufkcturea. 

This  Hmd,  my  Lords,  has  before  been 
ciaiidestinely  denrauded  of  several  small 
Eous  at  different  times,  which  indeed  to- 
gether amount  to'ti  pretty  large  sum ;  but 
by  die  biD  which  we  have  now  ordered  to 
be  committed,  it  is  to  be  openly  and 
avowedly  plundered  of  50O,O0Cv.  at  once. 
After  such  a  direct  misapplication  of  that 
fund,  can  any  public  creditor  depend  upon 
his  being  ever  paid  his  principal  sum? 
Can  any  public  creditor  think  himself 
secure,  eVen  of  that  yearly  interest  or 
annuity  irhich  is  due  to  him  f  By  this  Bill 
he  sees  one  half  of  the  sinking-fund  ap- 
rifed  to  flie  current  service  of  the  year : 
this  he  sees  done,  and  this,  my  lords,  he 
sees  done  in  a  time  of  the  most  profound 
peace  andtraxiquillity  ?  How  then  can  he 
be  certam  but  that  the  whole  sinking-fimd 
may  be  next  year  applied,  to  the  same  pur- 
poses? He  mt»t  then  see  himself  deprived 
of  ail  hopes  of  ever  tefcenring  his  prmc^al 
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sum;  and  ifthe  funds  now  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  the  yearly  interest,  or  an- 
nuities, growing  due  to  the  public  creditors 
should  hereafter  prove  to  be  deficient^ 
where  could  they  have  recourse  fbr  th^ 
payment  even  (n  thoee  annuities  >  The 
sinking-fund  being  otherwise  applied,  theit 
annuities,  or  at  least  some  part  of  them, 
must  remain  unpaid,  and,  at  last  pertiaps, 
the  whole  might  cease.  Such  a  suspicion 
may,  even  by  this  misapplication,' arise 
among  the  creditors  of  the  public ;  and  i£ 
such  uiould  arise,  it  would  be  the  most 
terrible  shock  that  ever  happened  to  th^ 
public  credit  of  this  nation.  To  prevent 
therefore  any  such  suspicion,  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  your  lordships  to 
come  to  some  resolution  for  quieting  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  fbr  assuring  them 
that  no  such  misappli^tion  shall  for  the 
future  be  admitted  of:  and  the  passing 
of  the  bill  now  before  us  makes  our  coming 
to  such  a  resolution  the  more  necessary. 
For  whidi  reason  I  am  for  agreeing  with 
the  motion  made  by  the  noble  lora  who 
spoke  last. 

The  Duke  of  Nevocastle  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 


My  Lords ; — ^I  wonder  to  hear  it  affirmed 
by  any  lord  in  this  House,  that  the  public 
creditors  have  any  maimer  of  right  m  tho 
sinking-fund;  they  certainly  have  no 
right  to  any  part  of  it :  they  nave  a  right 
omy  to  receive  their  yearly  interest  when 
it  becomes  due ;  for  the  payment  of  which 
there  are  other  funds  appropriated,  and 
therefore  as  ^long  as  they  are  re^^arly 
paid  their  utiterest  they  have  nothing  to 
fear,  they  have  nothing  to  complain  ot 
It  is  well  known  that  the  sinking-mnd  was 
from  its  very  first  original  subject  to  b^ 
disposed  of  by  Parliament,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment has  it  still  in  their  power  to  apply  it 
to  the  paying  off  a  part  of  the  public  debt, 
or  to  vmtA  outer  public  use  they  shaU  think 
most  proper ;  and  in  this  year  there  is  tOa 
much  of  it  am)lied\owards  tlie  paying  off 
the  public  debts  as  is  either  necessary  or 
convenient. 

By  the  same  bill,  my  lords,  there  is  a 
miUion  to  be  applied  towards  the  paying 
off  a  part  of  the  public  debts  of  the  nation, 
which  is  more  than  the  creditors  of  the 
pubHc  either  ^ant  or  desire.  The  circum- 
stances of  this  nation  are  now  so  happy, 
and  the  public  credit  so  well  establisnei]^ 
that  none  of  the -public  creditors  desire  to 
have  thdir  money :  On  the  contrary,  my 
Lords^  we  see  tnat  those  fimds  b^r  im 
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highest  price,  and  are  the  most  gought 
BneVf  wmch  are  expected  to  be  the  longjesf 
in  being  paid  oC  In  such  circumstances 
we  have  an  opportunity  to  look  about  us, 
and  to  Bt^lj  a  part  of  that  fund  where  we 
find  it  IS  most  wanted :  this  is  what  is 
proposed  by  this  Bill ;  it  must  be  granted, 
my  lords,  that  the  landed  gentlemen  have 
01  all  others  bom  for  many  years  the 
greatest  share  of  the  public  charge,  they 
are  therdfore  the  first  that  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved ;  and  for  this  reason  500,000/.  part 
of  the  sinking-fund,  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
current  service  of  the  year,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve them  of  a  part  of  that  burthen  they 
have  long  laboured  under.  Since  then  by 
this  Bill  the  landed  gentlemen  are  to  be 
relieved,  and  the  service  of  the  year  pro- 
yided  for  without  contracting  any  new 
debt,  or  laying  any  new  burtlien  upon  the 
people,  it  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  public 
benefit. 

That  part  of  the  Sinking  fund,  which  in 
ease  of  the  landed  gentlemen,  is  b^  this  bill 
to  be  ^plied  to  the  current  service  of  the 
year,  is  not,  my  lords,  to  be  called  a  half  of 
the  sinking-fund,  because  it  is  not  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  produce  of  that  fund  for 
one  year ;  it  is  what  has  arisen  from  the  sur- 
plusses  of  that  fund  for  several  years,  over 
and  above  the  million  which,  for  some  time, 
has  been  yearly  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debts :  and  since  none  of  the 
pubhc  creditors  either  wanted  or  desired 
their  money,  I  must  think  that  these  -sur- 
plusses  could  not  have  been  applied  better 
than  to  the  rejief  of  those  who  have  been 
for  many  years  the  most  grievously  taxed. 
This,  my  lords  is  the  true  design  of  the  Bill 
which  we  have  ordered  to  be  committed. 
It  is,  my  lords,  a  good  design  ;  it  is  such  a 
design  as  can  give  no  man  an  alarm ;  it  can 
raise  no  jealousies  or  fears ;  and  therefore 
I  cannot  think  that  there  is  any  occasion 
for  your  lordships  to  come  to  such  a  reso- 
lution as  the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to 
move  for. 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  spoke  next: 

My  Lords;  I  am  really  surprized  to 
hear  such  eKpressions  made  use  of  in  this 
House,  as  some  lords  have  taken  the  liber- 
ty to  use.  Robbinff,  stealing,  plundering, 
oefrauding,  misapplying,  are  such  terms 
as  are  not  usual  in  ^ny  polite  conversation, 
and  much  less  oueht  tney  to  be  made  use 
of  in  any  debate  of  this  House ;  but  when  I 
reflect  upon  what  they  are  applied  to,  I 
cannot  but  think  they  are  still  more  irre- 
fuloTf    It  has  been  said,  that  the  sinking- 
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fund  has  been  plundered  and  robbed;  I 
would  gladly  know,  my  lords,  by  whom 
this  sacred  fund  has  been  so  used ;  I  am 
sure  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
there  has  never  yet  been  one  shilling  of  it 
applied  to  any  use,  but  by  virtue  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  it 
be  said  that  it  has  been  plundered  and 
robbed  by  Act  of  Ptoliament,  who  jare  to 
be  called  the  plunderers  and  robbers? 
Wliy  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  Commons. 
Can  this,  my  lords,  be  said  to  be  decent  ? 
These  are  terms  that  are  very  £ar  from  be* 
ing  pi'oper  upon  any  occasion  in  this  House, 
and  surely  they  are  most  improperly  ap- 
plied to  the  parliament's  disposing  of'^  that 
fund,  which  by  its  first  institution  was,  and 
ever  since  has  continued  to  be  entirely  at 
the  disposal  of  parliament.  The  sinking- 
fund  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  pubhc  debts,  firom  year  to  year,  by 
authonty  of  parliament ;  but  if  the  parlia- 
ment shall  think  proper  to  di^ose  of  any 
part  of  it,  or  even  tne  whole  in  any  one 
year  to  some  other  use,  they  certainly  may; 
the  disposing  of  it  in  such  a  nianner  is  nei- 
ther plundering^,  or  misapplying.  For  my 
own  part  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I 
do  not  know  what  the  noble  lord  means  by 
the  resolution  he  proposes.  The  sinldn^- 
fund  is  in  its  own  nature  to  beanplied  yearly 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts,  unless 
the  parliament  shall,  in  any  one  year,  think 
the  applying  of  it  to  some  other  use  will  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  nation :  and  I  hope 
your  lordships  do  not  mean  by  such  a  reso- 
lution to  tie  up  this  House,  in  all  future 
sessions,  not  to  apply  that  fund  to  the  use 
which  shall  then  be  deemed  most  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nation ;  even  an  act  of  parlia* 
ment  could  not  have  such  an  effect :  are 
your  lordships  to  make  a  resolution  which 
is  to  be  held  more  sacred,  and  more  unal- 
terable, than  an  act  of  parliament  ?  Are 
we  to  resolve  not  to  trust  ourselves  for  the 
future  with  the  management,  Outhe  dispo- 
sal of  this  money  ?  In  shortj^ny  lords, 
such  a  resolution  as  what  is  proposed,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  quite  luinecessa^,  and  if 
agreed  to,  it  could  be  of  no  mani^er  of  use. 
As  for  the  [laying  off  the  pullic  debts, 
and  relieving  the  nation  from  tils  taxes  it 
now  pays,  I  am  as  much  for  it  m  any  lord 
in  this  House ;  but,  my  lords,  if  it  were 
possible  to  pay  off  all  our  debts  h  one  year, 
It  would  not  be  prudent  to  do  so  the  aebta 
are  to  be  paid  off  gradually;  tiere  would 
be  great  danger  in  paying  off  tx)  many  of  ^ 
tliem  at  once :  by  such  a  glut  of  money 
coming  to  be  thrown  at  once  ixtso  the  bmm 
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*  of  private*  men,  the  iatelrest  of  money  in 
this  nation  would  be  run  down  lower  than 
the  circumstances  of  Europe  could  at  that 
time  admit  of;  the  certain  consequence  of 
which  would  be,  that  vast  sums  of  money 
would  at  once  be  carded  out  of  the  nation, 
k  ord&c  to  place  it  at  an  interest  some- 
where else ;  this  would  drain  us  of  all  our 
ready  money,  which  of  consequence  would 
put  an  end  even  to  our  paper-credit,  and 
ther^y  the  interest  of  money  would  in  a 
little  time  be  raised  higher,  than  would  be 
consistent  either  with  the  trade  or  with 
the  credit  of  the  nation. 

I  should  be  glad,  my  lords,  to  see  this 
Dtttion  free  of  most  of  the  taxes  now  diarg- 
ed  upon  it ;  but  I  cannot  believe  that  those 
taxes  are  soburthen  some  upon  our  trade,  or 
that  our  manufactures  are  m  such  decay  as 
«ome lords  have  been  pleased  to  represent; 
I  believe  both  our  trade  and  our  manu&c- 
tures  are  at  present  in  as  good  andas  thriv- 
Hig  a  condition  as  they  ever  were :  our 
peme,  it  is  true,  pay  taxes,  but  I  would 
^aoly  icnow  where  there  is  a  people  that 
pay  none:  I  believe  there  is  not  now  a 
country  in  Europe  where  the  taxes  are  less 
bcffthensome  to  the  pe<^le  than  they  are 
m  this,  nor  is  there  a  country  in  the  world, 
where  an  industrious  tradesman  may  live 
more  happily ;  and  therefore  we  need  not 
be  much  amtid  that  any  industrious  and 
frugal  tradesman  will  leave  us.  The  fact  I 
lake  to  be  otherwise ;  I  believe  there  are 
laaay  more  foreign  tradesmen  come  yearly 
to  s^tle  in  England  than  there  are  of  our 
nativea  who  go  to  settle  in  any  ^eign 

-  I^  my  lords,  it  be  Icdd  down  as  a  max- 
im, that  every  application  of  the  sinking- 
fond  to  any  other  use  besides  that  of  pay- 
ing off  tiie  public  debt,  is  to  be  looked  on 
as  a  misappJication,  then  certainly  the  ap- 
piyiBg  it  towards  the  redeeming  of  any  of 
our  taxes  must  be  deemed  to  be  a  misappli- 
cation ;  and  therefore  I  hope  that  tnose 
lords,  who  iosakt  so  much  upon  its  being  a 
fund  sacred  to  the  payment  of  our  debts 
onty,  win  be  against  the  resolution  propos-' 
ed. 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  thus : 

My  Lords ;  If  we  inquire  a  little  into  the 
rite  of  the  sinking-fund,  we  may  easily  find 
tiat  the  public  creditors  have  not  only 
tom^  sort  of  right,  but  a  most  just  claim 
todiat  fimd.  We  all  know  that  the  fund, 
winch  ia  now  called'  the  sinking-fund,  arose 
from  die  diminution  of  the  interest  payable 
to  the  creditors  of  the  public :  they  had 
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formerly,  at  l^t  most  part  oFthem  had, 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  or  above ;  and 
while  that  interest  continued,  the  whole 
sinking-fund  was  actually  appropriated  tcr 
the  payment  of  the  yearly  mterest  due  to 
them ;  but  then,  my  Lords,  there  was  no 
fund  established  for  the  payment  of  their 

n*  icipal  money ;  this  made  all  those  who 
a  concern  for  the  public  uneasy ;  and 
without  doubt  there  were  many  of  the 
public  creditors  who  were  not  quite  easy 
under  such  circumstances ;  therefore  they 
have  all  consented  by  d^ees  to  the  reduc« 
ing  of  then:  interest  to  four  per  cent.  Thus 
have  they  given  up  one  third  part  of  their 
yearly  interest,  in  order  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  their  principal  money ;  ana  fmr 
this  reason  they  certamly  have  not  only  an 
interest  in  the  sinking-fimd,  but  a  right  to 
claim  that  it  may  never  be  implied  to  any 
thidg  but  the  gradual  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal money  due  to  them. 

I  am  surprised,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it 
said,  they  have  a  right  only  to  their  yearly 
mterest.  Have  they  not  likewise  a  right 
to  come  and  demana  their  principal  money 
whenever  they  please  ?  It  is  true,  they  do 
not  now  want  their  money,  there  are  none 
of  them  come  at  present  to  demand  their 
money  of  the  public ;  but  from  whence  does 
this  proceed  ?  "Does  it  not  proceed  fW)m 
their  being,  by  means  of  this  very  fund, 
secure,  not  only  as  to  the  r^ular  payment 
of  their  yearly  interest,  but  likewise  that 
their  principal  money  will  be  all  paid  at 
last^  rrorahence  it  b,  that  all  public  secu- 
rities sell  at  least  at  par,  and  therefore,  if 
any  public  creditor  stands  in  need  of  his 
money,  he  has  no  occasion  to  come  and  de* 
mand  it  of  the  government,  because  he  may 
every  day  sell  his  security  in  Exchange- 
Alley  at  the  Ml  value ;  but  if  the  sinking- 
fund  should  be  taken  away  from  them,  if 
it  should  be  entirely  converted  to  some 
other  purpose,  they  would  be  rendered^ess 
secure  of  the  regular  payment  of  their  in- 
terest, and  they  must  despair  of  ever  having 
their  principal;  they  could  not  then  sefl 
their  public  securities  for  the  full  value ; 
or  pernaps  for  any  value,  and  consequently 
they  would  not  only  have  a  right,  but  they 
would  certainly  come  and  demand  pay- 
ment o£  their  principal  money  from  the 
public 

But,  granting  that  the  public  creditors 
neither  do,  nor  ever  will  demand  payment 
of  their  principal  money,  is  that,  ray  JLords, 
any  reason  for  the  public  never  to  think  of 
paying  them  ?  If  a  man  has  a  mortgage 
upon  my  estate,  and  does  not  desire  it  t# 
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be  paid  off,  because  he  has  a  higher  inte- 
rest, more  regular  payments,  and  a  better 
aecurity  frdm  me  than  he  can  find  any 
where  else ;  surely  that  can  be  no  reason 
for  my  delaying  to  pay  him  off:  On  the 
contrary  it  is  one  of  the  best  reasons  can 
be  given  for  my  pajdng  him  off  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  public  measures  now  seem  to  be 
much  cnanged  from  what  they  were  a  few 
years  ago ;  it  was  then  thougnt  that  those 
taxes  which  are  the  most  grievous  to  the 
poor,  were  the  most  proper  to  be  first  re- 
deemed. This  measure  seemed  then  to  be 
80  much  the  favourite  of  the  government, 
that  his  Majeshr  firom  the  throne  recom- 
mended to  us  the  relieving  of  the  labourers 
and  manufacturers  from  those  taxes  which 
lay  most  heavy  upon  them ;  and  in  pur- 
auance  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
speech,  the  tax  which  was  justly  deemed  to 
be  the  most  grievous  upon  them,  was  in 
Aat  session  ot*  Parliament  taken  off.  But, 
my  Lords,  this  salutary  measure  was  all  c^ 
a  sudden  quite  altered;  what  the  poor 
labourers  and  manufacturers  had  done  to 
merit  our  indipiadon  I  do  not  know,  but 
they  were  entirely  forgot,  the  whole  cry 
was  for  relieving  the  landed  interest :  nay, 
so  &r  did  this  new  measure  prevail,  that 
that  very  tax  which  had  been  taken  off  as 
the  most  grievous  on  the  poor,  was  again 
laid  on  for  the  pretended  relief  of  the 
landed  gentlemen. 

I  say,  my  lords,  the  pretended  relief  of 
the  landed  gentlemen,  for  it  was  but  a  pre- 
tended relidP,  as  all  those  relief  will  for 
ever  prove  to  be,  which  are  given  by  siib- 
fititutin^  a  tax  upon  the  necessaries  or  the 
convcsniences-  of  life,  to  the  whole  or  to 
any  part  of  the  land-tax.  It  is  certain  that 
the  landed  interest  suffers  much  more  by 
the  many  taxes  we  now  pay  than  they 
ever  can  do  by  a  land-tax,  were  it  to  be 
double  the  highest  that  was  ever, heard  of 
in  this  nation.  There  is  not  a  guinea  that 
a  landed  gentleman  pays  out  ofhis  pocket 
for  the  necessaries  or  convenience  of  life, 
but  what  there  are  at  least  eight  shillings 
of  it  go  towards  the  payment  of  those  taxes 
to  which  these  things  are  subjected ;  and 
this  every  landed  gentleman  in  England 
must  pay  to  those  with  whom  he  deals,  he- 
sides  the  land-tax  which  he  pays  directly 
to  the  public.  If  then  a  landed  gentle- 
man who  spends  the  income  of  his  estate 
yearly,  were  free  of  all  those  other  taxes, 
if  he  could  have  have  as  many  of  the  ne- 
cessaries and  conveniences  of  life,  for  thir- 
t^n  «biUingf  «s  he  row  has  for  a  guineai 
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could  he  not  then  easily  pay  even  four 
shillings  in  the  pound  land-tax,  in  case  the 
same  should  be  found  necessary  fortbe 
safety  of  his  country  ? 

To  pretend,  my  lords,  that  applying  a 
part  of^the  sinking-fund  to  the  current  ser- 
vice of  the  year,  is  a  providing  for  that  ser- 
vice without  contracting  any  new  debt,  or 
la3dng  any  new  tax  upon  tne  people,  is  t 
mere  imposition  up<m  the  public  What 
is  necessary  for  the  current  service  ought 
always  to  be  raised  within  the  year;  the 
contrary  method  tends  to  the  nun  both  of 
the  trade  and  the  credit  of  the  nation :  it  is 
a  temporary  expedient  which  must  always 
be  attended  witn  fatal  consequences,  and 
looks  as  if  an  administration  were  suspicious 
of  their  interest  in  parliament,  or  werfi 
afraid  of  asfcing  from  the  people  what  by 
their  measures  they  had  made  necessary 
for  the  current  service  of  the  year^ 
Though  the  landed  gentleman  be  eased  a 
little,  though  no  new  tax  be  laid  on,  yet  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  current  service  of 
the  year  is  provided  for  without  running 
the  nation  in  <tebt.  The  applying  towardf 
the  service  of  the  year  that  money,  which 
ought  to  have  be^  applied  towards  the 
payment  of  an  old  debt,  is  the  same  thing 
with  contracting  a  new  debt. 

But,  my  lor£,  this  is  not  the  only  mis- 
chief, we  are  not  only  putting  off  the  pay- 
ment of  old  debts,  but  wcrare  every  year 
running  into  new.    Why  might  not  these 
surplusses,  as  they  are  called,  have  been 
applied  towards  me  payment  of  a  part  of 
die  navy-debt,   lately    contracted  ?    Do 
not  the  accounts  upon  our  table  shew  us 
what  a  large  sum  is  lately  become  due  to 
the  navy  ?     There  b  now  abov«  a  million 
due  upon  that  single  article,  which  must 
some  day  be  provided  for  by  parliament. 
Some  temporary  expedients  may  be  found 
out  for  putting  off  that  provision /or  a  lit- 
tle time ;  but  such  expedients  are  always 
ruinous ;  the  longer  such  a  necessary  pro- 
vision is  put  oWf  vie  greater  handle  is  given 
to  usurers  and  extortioners  to  make  un- 
just advantages  of  the  poor  officers  and 
sailors  belonging  to  the  navy,  and  the  more 
heavy  it  will  fm  upon  the  aation  at  last  r 
either  the  sinking-fund  must  be  at  last  ap- 
'plied  to  the  paymg  it  off,  or  the  people 
must  be  charged  with  some  new  tax  for 
that  purpose:  I  do  not  know  but  that 
there  may  be  designs  of  makhig  that  debt 
a  pretence  for  continuing  one. of  the  most 
pernicious  taxes,  thatwas  ever  laid  on  the 
poor  of  this  nationl 

To  pretend  that  there  is  a  danger  in 
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paying  off  too  much  of  the  public  debt  at 
once,  really  seems  to  me  to  be  something 
Teiy  extraordinary.  Our  sinking-fund  is 
not  so  great,  nor  can  it  erer  be  so  mat  as 
to  give  the  least  foundation  for  such  fears ; 
if  it  were  most  exactly  and  most  religious- 
ly aj^lied  to  that  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  designed,  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  people's  carrying  their  money 
out  of  this  nation.  There  are,  my  lords, 
bat  few  countries  in  the  woiid  where  there 
h  any  great  credit,  either  public  or  private, 
and  in  all  those  where  eitner  the  one  or  the 
^er  abounds,  the  interest  of  money  is 
rather  lower  than  it  is  in  this  country ;  so 
tiiat  if  the  interest  of  money  in  this  na* 
tion  were  rufi  down  a  good  deal  lower  than 
it  is,  we  should  be  but  upon  a  par  with 
some  of  our  neighbours ;  and  when  peo- 
ple saw  that  in  this  country  the  public 
nith  was  in  every  circumstance  exactly 
observed,  they  would  be  so  fond  of  con-> 
tinuing  their  money  in  this  country,  that 
they  would  accept  of  a  lower  interest  here 
dian  they  coula  have  in  other  countries, 
more  especially  in  those  countries  where 
te  security  -has  always  been  very  much 


lie  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  seems 
to  mistake  the  resolution  j)roposed.  The 
ilying  of  the  sinking-fund  towards  re- 
:  taxes  is  the  same,  my  lords,  with 
it  towards  reducing  the  public 
\ ;  Ibr  as  our  most  grievous  taxes  are 
pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
those  debts  for  which  they  are  pledged 
must  be  paid  off  before  the  taxes  can  be 
redeemed ;  so  that  the  resolution  moved  is 
something  more  strong  than  if  it  had  been 
in  the  general  words.  That  the  sinking- 
lund  ou^t  always  to  be  implied  towards 
the  reducing  of  the  public  debts ;  for  these 
general  words  plainly  q)pear  to  be  in- 
doded  in  the  resolution ;  and  further,  that 
it  ou^t  first  to  be^  applied  towards  the 
paying  off  those  debts,  for  which  the  taxes 
most  prejudicial  to  our  trade  and  manu- 
fiurtures  are  mortgaged ;  for  till  those  debts 
are  paid  off  we  cannot  abolish  those  taxes ; 
but  the  debts  beins  once  paid  oWy  and  those 
taxes  thereby  redeemed,  it  will  then,  and 
iot  til]  thai,  be  in  the  power  of  parliament 
to  consider  whether  or  no  th^  tax  ought  to 
be  abolished.  The  resolution  therefore  as 
moved  for  is  a  most  proper  resolution,  and 
cannot  be  put  in  better  or  stronger  terms 
than  the  lord  who  made  the  motion  has 
pot  it.  Such  a  resolution  is,  my  lovds,  be- 
come idwolutely  necessary ;  it  is  shewing 
IQ  ^  otheF  House  what  is  the  c^Mnion  of 


this ;  it  is  shewing  to  the  whole  nation  that 
the  sinking-fund  is  for  the  future  to  be 
deemed  sacred ;  it  is  not  a  tying  up  of  this 
House  to  any  thing  but  what  we  ought  to 
be  tied  up  to.  Though  a  private  man  be 
absolute  master  of  his  own  amurs,  yet  every 
prudent  man  lays  down  to  himself  some 
general  rules,  from  which  he  never  de- 
parts without  some  very  urgent  necessity. 
In  this  House  we  do  the  same :  how  man^ 
standing  orders  have  we  made  ?  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  said  that  all  our  standing  orders 
are  useless,  because  we  may  depart  from 
them,  or  alter  them  when  we  have  a  mind. 
If  this  resolution  be  a^eed  to,  it  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  understood  m  the  same  sense 
as  all  our  standing  orders  are ;  it  is  never 
to  be  departed  from  but  in  cases  of  the  ut- 
most necessity. 

The  Earl  of  Scarbor<mgh  spoke  next : 

My  Lords ; — ^I  am  very  well  convinced 
that  the  Sinking  Fiind  oueht  never  to  be 
applied  to  any  thing  but  that  for  which  it 
was  established,  and  for  which  it  was  ori- 
pnaHHy  intended;  and  I  hope  that  your 
lordships  are  not  only  now,  but  always 
will  be  of  the  same  opmion ;  I  hope,  that 
that  sacred  fond  wiU  never  for  the  Aiture 
be  applied  to  any  use  but  that  of  paying 
off  and  dischargmg  the  public  debts,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  the  utmost  extremity. 
This,  my  Lords,  is  my  way  of  thinking, 
but  yet  I  cannot  agree  to  our  coming  to 
such  a  resolution  as  the  noble  .lord  haa 
been,  pleased  to  propose.  Surely  we  do 
not  mean,  we  cannot  pretend  to  tie  up  the 
hands  of  the  legislature  so,  as  that  they 
must  never  touoi  that  fund,  even  in  the 
times  of  greater  danger  and  necessity. 
If  there  should  arise  a  wicked  and  unna* 
tural  rebellion  in  the  country ;  if  the  na- 
tion should  happen  to  be  invaded,  and  SO 
or  40,000  foreign  troops  landed  in  our 
dominions,  are  we  to  tie  ourselves  up,  so 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  not  even  in  such 
a  case  to  be  touched  ?  There  is  no  man 
can  foresee  all  that  may  happen.  There 
are  many  pther  cases  may  happen,  in 
which  it  might  be  more  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation  to  apply  a  part  of  that  fund  to 
some  other  use,  than  to  £U)ply  the  whole 
to  the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debts. 

We  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  what  in- 
conveniences, what  ill  consequence^  may 
be  occasioned  by  our  having  such  a  reso- 
lution entered  upon  the  journals  of  our 
House :  There  is  one  terrible  consequence 
which  now  occurs  to  me,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  may  very  probably  arise  from 
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our  coming^  to  such  a  resolution.  It  may 
very  naturally  be  the  cause  of  a  difference 
between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
which  would  be  of  the  most  dangerous 
consequence  to  our  constitution:  The 
other  House  ma^,  perlu^  look  upon  it 
aa  a  directing  of  them  in  what  they  are 
to  do  with  respect  to  the  application  of 
that  fund :  Or,  if  the  other  House  should 
not  take  it  amiss,  yet  if  they  should  upon 
any  future  emergency,  which  they  thought 
pressing,  apply  a  part  of  that  fund  other- 
wise than  to  me  payment  of  the  national 
debt,  your  lordships  might  perhaps  think 
yourselves  in  honour  bound  up  by  such  a 
resolution,  so  as  not  to  agree  with  them  in 
such  application:  This  would  naturally 
Taise  a  contest  between  the  two  Houses, 
which  would  put  a  full  stop  to  all  the  public 
business  of  the  nation ;  and  who  can  tell 
what  might  be  the. consequence  of  such  a 
contest,  or  how  long  it  might  last  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  one  inconvenience 
which  immediately  occurred  to  me,  and 
other  lords  may,  I  believe,  foresee  a  great 
many  more.  As  that  fund  is  in  its  own 
xiature  sacred  to  discharging  the  debts  of 
the  nation,  I  hope  that,  without  coming  to 
fiuch  a  resolution,  your  lordships  will  never 
agree  to  the  implying  of  it  in  any  other 
vay^  except  in  cases  of  the  greatest  neces- 
li^.  Such  a  resolution  I  must  therefore 
^unk  quite  unnecessary,  and  as  I  think  it 
may  be  attended  with  dangerous  conse- 
quences, I  cannot  agree  to  it. 

'     Lord  Bathurst  spoke  to  this  effect : 

My  Lords; — The  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  has  made  me  think  of  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  I  proposed ;  and  as  I  am 
always  fond  of  having  that  noble  lord's 
approbation,  I  shall  therefore  propose,  that 
the  resolution  may  be  to  this  effect ;  ^*  That 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the 
produce^  of  the  Sinking  Fund' should  be 
implied  in  future,  towards  ^redeeming  such 
taxes  as  are  most  grievous  to  the  subject, 
4ippres9ive  to  the  manufacturer,  and  detri- 
mental to  trade.'* 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  replied: 

My  Lords ; — ^Besides  the  case  of  an  in- 
vasion or  rebellion,  there  are  many  other 
cases  whicji  may  happen ;  and  I  believe  I 
gave  several  other  reasons  for  my  being 
against  coming  tq  the  resolution  proposed ; 
therefore,  th<Ki|^  I  am  venr  much  obliged 
to  the  noble  lord  for  the  honour  he  does 
me,  yet  I  camio^  agree  to  the  resolution 
^ven  as  now  awnded. 


The'  marquis  of  Tweedale,  the  earl  of 
Winchelsea,  and  the  earl  of  Strafford  spoko 
also  in  fiivour  of  this  resolution :  If  owever^ 
at  last,  upon  putting  the  question  it  wag 
carried  in  the  negative  without  any  divi^ 


sion. 


Protest  on  rejecting  a  Motion  respecting 
the  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund.'} 

"  Dissentient" 

1.  <<  Because  we  conceive.  That  it  would 
have  been  extremely  for  the  honour  of  the 
House,  and  for  the  service  of  the  public, 
to  have  this  Resolution  entered  m  our 
books,  at  a  time  when  we  have  so  far  con- 
sented, in  comj^iance  with  the  House  oC 
Commons,  to  a  Bill,  by  which  near  half  a 
million  cdlected  from  the  Sinking  Fund» 
in  several  years,  is  appropriated  to  tha 
service  of  the  present  year. 

2.  *<  Because  the  Sinking  Fund  bein|f . 
composed  of  the  surplusages  of  funds  <Hri- 
ginally  granted  as  security  to  the  creditors 
of  the  public ;  and  these  surplusages  aris- 
ing chiefly  from  a  reduction  to  4  per  cent* 
of  the  interest  granted  them,  for  the  most 
part  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  we  cannot 
but  think,  that  thb  saving  ought  to  be  ap^. 
plied,  according  to  the  most  inviolable 
rules  of  e<|uity,  and  according  to  tha 
known  design,  and  the  repeated  and  so* 
lemn  engagements  pf  Parliament,  to  a 
gradual  mscharge  of  the  principal  to  these 
creditors  of  the  public,  who  have  parted 
with  a  third  of  their  revenue  in.  this  view, 
and  upon  this  confidence. 

3.  <^  Because  we  apprehend,  that  the 
method  of  applying  large  portions  of  the 
Sinking  Funa  to  the  service  of  the  current 
year,  must,  in  effect,  perpetuate  the  debts 
and  taxes  which  lie  on  tne  nation,  and  is 
therefore  injurious  to  the  public.  H«4 
this  whole  fund  been  strictly  applied  from 
the  beginning  to  its  proper  use,  we  think  it 
may  be  demonstrated,  not  only  that  much 
more  of  the  national  debt  might  have  been 
discharged,  but  tliat  those  taxes,  which 
are  most  oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  most 
prejudicial  to  trade,  might  have  be^n  al- 
ready taken  o^  since  upwards  of  4^,000^ 
per  annum  belonging,  as  we  conceive,  to 
this  fund,  has  be^  appUed  to  other  uses. 

^4.  <<  Because  we  ^prehend,  T^  it 
cannot  be  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  nor 
ciMisequently  for  me  honour  of  parlia* 
ment,  to  separate  those  interests  m  the  par- 
ticular appropriations  of  the  sinking-fimd^ 
which  were  so  wisdy  and  so  justly  united 
in  the  original  and  general  design  of  it 
(the  ihtereat  of  the  natipnt  andAeintfirose 
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of  the  proprietors  of  the  national  debts) 
tlie  fi>nner  was  intended  to  be  eased,  and 
for  that  purpose  the  latter  were  to  be 
cleared  as  soon  as  possible*  If  it  be  said 
therefore,  that  the  creditors  of  the  public  do- 
qot  desire  to  be  cleared  any  faster  than 
they  are  in  the  present  method,  nor  object 
to  the  iqpplication  of  part  of  the  sinking- 
fund  to  otner  uses,  we  apprehend  that  no 
argument,  which  ought  to  avail  in  a  house 
ci'parliament,  can  re^tfirom  such  an  aaser-i 
don,  because  we  conceive,  that,  in  every 
instance  of  this  land,  in  evary  application 
of  the  sinking-fimd,  or  of  any  part  of  it, 
we  are  to  Iook  on  ourselves  as  oolised,  not 
only  to  be  just  to  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lic, bat  to  be  careful  of  tli^  ease  of  the  peo- 
ple,.to  keep  the  particular  and  general  in- 
terests united,  as  they  oriffinally  were,  and 
not  to  sever  them.  Jf,  in  net,  the  creditors  . 
of  the  public  do  not  object  to  the  apphca* 
tion  ofsuch  larce  luroportions  of  the  sink- 
ing-fund to  other  uses,  Uian  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts,  it  may  be  said,  that  no 
injustice  is  done  them  by  any  such  appli- 
cation, according  to  the  known  maxim. 
*•  Voloiti  non  fitu^furia.'  Nay,  it  mav  be 
deemed  for  their  private  interest^  to  nave 
soch  beneficial  mortgages  continued  to 
them  as  lon^  as  poss^le,  and  they  may 
desire  therefore  not  to  be  cleared  any 
fiuter  than  they  are  likely  to  be  in  the  pre- 
sent method  But  we  apprehend,  that  it 
cannot  be  for  the  interest  of  the  nation  to 
have  these  mortgages  continuedany  longer, 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  d^hiu^ge 
the  d^t  secured  by  them,  and  that  we  by 
consequence,  who  are  trustees  for  the 
peofile,  ought  to  desire  and  endeavour, 
tliai  the  d^ts  may  be  discharged,  and  the 
load  of  mortgages  be  removed  as  soon  as 
pOfluUe.  In  this  manner,  public  ^th  would 
be  strictly  kept,  justice  would  be  done,  and 
no  injustice  could  be  done  to  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  public.  In  the  other  method, 
and  by  divertmr  such  large  portions  of  the 
sinking-fund,  if  it  should  be  granted  that 
no  present  injustice  was  done  to  the  pro- 
nrietois  of  tliese  public  debts,  yet  must  it 
be  aQowed,  as  we  apprehend,  that  great  in- 
jvy  is  done  is  the  nation,  unless  it  can  be 
proved,  that  the  unnecessary  continuation 
of  d^ts  and  taxes,  is  a  national  benefit. 

5»  **  Because  we  conceive,  that  if  the 
whole  produce  of  the  sinking-fund  ^ere 
Mtbe  applied  to  die  dttcharge  of  the  pub- 
lic debts,  it  would  be  much  mmre  for  the 
ease  of  trade,  and  advantage  for  the  nation, 
Aat  tome  of  thoee  grievous  taxes,  out  of 

'  '   k,  ariMs,  AuM  oease»  Aan  that 


they  should  be  omtinued  to  8im>ly  the 
current  service  at  \L  per  cent*  whicn  might 
certainly  be  supplied  by  other  ways  at  a 
qheaper  rate.  These  taxes  are  not  only 
grievous  in  themselves,  but  almost  intoler- 
able, -bv  the  manner  of  collecting  thea 
under  the  laws  of  excise :  laws  so  oppress 
sive  to  the  subject,  and  so  dangerous  to  \U 
berty,  that  every  man  idio  wishes  wdl  to 
his  country  must,  in  our  opinion,  desire  to 
see  a  speedy  end  put  to  them.  Most  of 
these  taxes  were  laid  during  the  necessity 
of  two  long  and  expensive  wars,  and  wero 
granted  onlv  for  terms  of  years,  that  so 
Uie  principal  and  interest  of  Che  loans  mado 
on  them  might  be  paid  off  in  a  certain 
limited  time,  thus  the  nation  consented  to 
pay,  in  some  maimer,  a  double  tax,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  long  and  uncertain  continuance 
ofsuch  grievous  and  dangerous  impositions;' 
and,  according  to  the  firet  design,  many  of 
them  would  have  been  very  near  the  ex« 
piratien  of  their  term  at  this  hour.  The 
wisdom  of  parliament  indeed  thought  fit 
afterwards  to  throw  these  taxes,  and  the 
method  of  discharging  these  public  debts 
into  another  form,  which  now  subsists. 
But  we  cannot  conceive,  that  this  was  done 
with  a  view  for  continuing  our  taxes  and 
our  debts  the  longer ;  on  Uie  contrary,  we 
are  sure  it  was  done  in  the  view  of  dis- 
charging both  the  sooner ;  and  it  is  this  vcrj 
view  which,  we  apprehend,  must  be  fatally 
disappointed,  if  the  present  method  of  di^ 
verting  any  part  of  the  sinking-fund  firom 
the  payment  of  the  public  debts  be  suffered 
to  continue. 

6.  **  Because  we  apprehend,  that  this 
metliod  may  create  the  utmost  uneasiness 
in  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  may  tend,  if  not  timely  prevented  by 
the  wisdom  and  authority  of^  this  House^ 
to  diminish  their  affection  for  his  person 
and  government :  hitherto  whilst  they  have 
laboured  under  the  weight  of  taxes,  and 
groaned  under  the  oppression  of  excise 
laws,  the  hope  of  seeing  speedily  an  end 
put  to  both,  nas  been  their  sole  consola* 
tion ;  but  nothing  can  maintain  this  hope, 
except  a  due  application  of  the  entire  sink- 
ing Tund  to  the  discharffe  of  those  debts, 
for  the  discharge  of  whicn  these  taxes  were 
intended  and  given.  If  some  part  of  this 
^nd  therefore  continue  to  be  mortgaged 
0%  and  other  parts  to  be  af^plied  to  the 
current  service,  even  in  the  midst  of  pro- 
found peace,  this  hope  must  sink,  and 
despair  arise  in  its  stead.  We  insist  with 
greater  concern  and  earnestness  on  this 
point,  from  our  observation  of  what  has 
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lately  passed  on  the  occasion  of  attempts 
to  extend  the  cruel  and  arbitrary  methods 
practised  under  the  laws  of  excise^  and  na- 
turally and  necessarily^  as  we  apprehend, 
flowing  from  them.    If  any  new  law  of  this 
kind  had  passed  elsewhere,  it  could  not 
have  prevailed  in  this  House ;  but  we  think 
k  the  more  incumbent  upon  us,  after  such 
an  attempt,  and  such  national  resentment 
expressed  against  it  (both  which  are  of 
puolic  notoriety)  to  promote  as  efiectually 
as  we  are  able,  the  quiet  and  lu^iness  of 
his  Majest^s  reign,  by  cutting  off  any 
hopes  or  fears  which  may  be  still  enter- 
-  teined,  that  such  a  project  will,  at  some 
time  or  other,  succe^.    And  to  this  good 
and  laudable  end,  we  conceive,  that  no- 
thing would  have  contributed  more  than 
such  a  solemn  declaration  of  the  sense  of 
this  House  as  is  contamed  in  the  question. 
t^-^^f  Signed,)  Bedford,  Craven,  Gains- 
borough, Winchdsea  and  Notting- 
ham, Gower,  Tweedale,  Bridge- 
water,    JKerr,    Bruce,     Carteret, 
Masham,     Bathurst,     Shaftsbury, 
Litchfield,  Sunderland,  Coventry, 
Strafford,  Thanet.** 

Further  Debate  in  the  Lords  relating  to 
the  Disposal  of  the  Forfeited  Estates  of  the 

South  Sea  Directors.']  June  1.  The 
House  of  Lords  went  upon  the  Examina- 
tion ofthe  Directors  of  that  Company,  &c* 
The  present  Directors  of  that  Company 
were  first  called  in  and  examined ;  after 
them  the  late  inspectors  of  the  Company's 
accounts,  and  lastly  the  former  set  of  di- 
rectors were  exammed.    After  which 

^  The  lord  Bathurst  moved  this  Resolu- 
tion :  "  Thatit  appeared  to  that  House,  that 
on  the  5th  day  ofDecember  1729,  the  gene- 
ral coutt  of  the  £outh  S^a  Company  then 
held,  resolved.  That  the  then  present  direc- 
tors should  be  the  trustees  for  the  Company, 
with  relation  to  the  produce  of  the  for- 
feited estates  of  the  directors  and  others  in 
the  year  1720,  vested  in  the  Company  by 
an  act  of  the  7th  of  king  George  1,  and 
that  the  then  trustees  should  surrender, 
and  deliver  over  to  the  said  directors,  the 
said  produce,  and  all  the  books  of  account, 
papers  and  writings  relating^  thereto ;  in 
pursuance  of  the  act,  passed  in  the  then 
last  session  of  parliament.  And  that  that 
was  the  only  order  or  direction  of  any  ge- 
neral court  of  the  said  Company  relating  to 
the  disposal  of  the  produce  of  the  said  es- 
tates."   Upon  this 

The  Earl  of  Ilay  stood  up  and  said, 
That  he  would  not  oppose  the  motion 
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in  ^#neral,  but  he  thought  they  could  not 
positively  affirm,  that  that  was  the  only 
order  or  direction  of  any  general  court 
relating  to  the  disposal  of  that  money,  and 
therefore  he  would  propose  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  lord*s 
motion,  which  was,  that  it  should  run  thus, 
«  And  that  it  did  not  appear  to  them,  that 
there  was  any  other  order  or  direction  of 
any  general  court  of  the  said  Company 
relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  said  estates." 

Which  Amenmnent  was  agreed  toby 
the  lord  Bathurst,  and  then  his  motion, 
thus  amended,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House 
without  any  opposition. 

Then  the  carl  of  Windielsea  moved  for 
the  House  to  resolve,  "  That  the  dispos- 
ing of  the  forfeited  estates  of  those  who 
were  the  4irector8  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany in  the  year  1720,  without  any  order 
or  direction  of  a  general  court  for  that 
purpose,  was  contrary  to  law."  This  mo- 
tion he  said  he  hoped  was  such  as  he  had 
no  occasion  to  say  much  in  support  of, 
because  the  words  of  the  act  of  parliament 
were  so  plain  and  express,  that  it  was  a 
-certain  consequence  of  the  resolution  they 
hadjust  then  come  to. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  offering  to  put  the 
question  upon  this  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  stood  up  and 
spoke  to  this  effect :  • 

My  Lords : — ^I  cannot  agree  to  this  mo- 
tion, because  I  think  it  is  anticipating  the 
judgment  of  this  House  in  an  a&u*  which 
may  perhaps  come  before  us  as  a  court  of 
judicature.  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  that 
there  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have  been 
any  other  order  or  direction  of  any  general 
court  of  that  Company  for  the  disposal  of 
those  forfeited  estates,  except  that  which 
is  mentioned  in  our  former  resolution ;  but 
still  there  may  be  other  orders ;  and  grant- 
ing that  there  never  was  any  other  order, 
yet  wc  ought  not  I  think  to  pass  judgment 
even  upon  that  order,  without  having  all 
proper  parties  before  us,  and  the  case  raly 
debated  and  considered^  As  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  is  a  sort  of  decree  or  deter- 
mination as  .to  a  pbmt  in  which  private 
men  are  certainly  concerned,  we  ought  not 
to  pass  it  till  the  parties  concerned  are  pro- 
perly before  us,  and  are  fully  heard  as  to 
wh4  they  may  have  to  say  against  it,  for 
which  reason  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  agree  to 
the  resolution  propos^ 

The  Bishop  of  Bangor  took  notice. 

That  he  could  not  agree  to  the.re8o]u^ 
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tbiif  becattse  he  thought  it  would  be  In 
fome  maimer  a  ^Ting  of  directions  to  the 
courts  belowy  how  they  were  to  determine, 
m  case  that  afiair  diould  in  any  shape  come 
before  them. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  thus : 

My  Lords ;  The  words  of  the  Act  of 
Ftfliament  are  so  plain  and  express,  and 
the  resolution  moved  for  by  the  noble  lord 
near  me  is  so  exactly  agreeable  to  those 
words,  that  I  am  really  surprized  to  hear 
any  lord  signi^  the  least  scruple  as  to 
agreeing  wiui  the  motion.  The  words  of 
the  law  are,  that  the  produce  of  those  for- 
feited estates  shaU  be  disposed  of  by  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  general  courts 
of  that  company,  *  and  not  oUierwise' :  the 
words  of  the  Resolution  are.  That  the  hay- 
ing disposed  of  that  produce  otherwise  is 
oontrary  to  law.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
evident  ?  There  may  be  orders  of  the  ge- 
neral courts  of  that  company  relating  to 
the  disposal  of  this  money  which  your  lord- 
ifaips  have  not  seen ;  but  can  the  possibility 
of  there  beins  any  such  be  an  argument 
against  agreemg  to  this  resolution  ?  We 
do  not  by  the  resolution  proposed  affirm, 
that  there  neyer  were  any  orders  of  a  gene- 
ral court  for  directing  tne  disposal  of  that 
moDey:  we  affirm  no  &ct:  we  only  declare 
our  opinioipi  in  a  point  of  law,  which  to  me 
is  as  dear  and  as  evident  as  any  demonstra- 
tifHi  I  ever  met  with. — Suppose,  my  lords, 
diat  this  sSak  does  come  before  some  of 
the  mferior  courts,  and  that  it  does  then 
appear  that  there  were  other  orders  of  the 
general  courts  of  that  company  for  direct- 
uig  the  disposal  of  this  money,  besides  that 
which  has  been  laid  before  your  lordships, 
the  resolution  now  moved  for  could  not  in 
sach  a  case  be  any  direction  to  the  inferior 
courts ;  they  would  certainly  be  at  as  full 
liberty  as  if  no  such  resolution  had  ever 
heen  made ;  and  if  it  should  appear  before 
any  of  the  courts  below,  that  no  other  order 
was  ever  made  by  any  general  court  of 
that  company  for  directing  the  disposal  of 
tfaU  money,  could  any  court  determine 
otherwise  than  accordmg  to  the  Act  of 
Pailiament?  My  lords,  the  case  is  so  plain, 
the  words  of  the  law  are  so  very  express, 
that  I  cannot  thirik  there  is  any  occasion 
for  hearing  the  point  debated,  mere  is  no 
room  for  consideration,  and  therefore  1 
rinll  be  for  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

The  Earl  of /Zsy  spoke  next  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  Though  there  were  really  no 
^hu  order,  or  direction  of  any  geo/eral 


court  of  the  South-Sea  Company  relating  to 
the  di^osal  of  the  money  in  question,  be- 
sides that  which  has  been  laid  before  your 
lordships,  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  mar 
be  pretended,  that  even  the  order  which 
your  lordships  have  seen  was  a  sufficient 
authority  for  the  disposal  of  that  money : 
It  was  certainly  a  sufficient  authority  mr 
the  trustees  to  deliver  the  produce  of  those 
estates  to  the  directors  of  that  company, 
and  when  in  pursuance  of  that  order  it  wag 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  directors, 
I  do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  said,  that 
thetermsof  the  Act  of  Parliament  werethen 
compli^  with,  and  that  the  directors  might 
therc^er  dispose  of  it  in  that  way  which 
they  thought  most  beneficial  for  the  com- 
pany, as  they  do  of  some  other  parts  of  that 
company's  pr<^rty,  without  any  particu- 
lar order  9f  a  general  court  for  tiiat  purpose. 
This  is  a  question,  my  lords,  which  I  ^hidl 
not  pretend  now  to  determine ;  I  shall  not 
so  much  as  offer  any  arguments  either  of 
one  side  or  the  other,  but  from  thence  I 
conclude,  that  even  the  order  which  we 
have  seen  deserves  some  further  considera- 
tion, before  we  come  to  any  such  resolu- 
tion as  is  now  proposed ;  for  after  your 
'lordships  have  seen  and  considered  diat  or-' 
der,  your  coming  to  such  a  resolution  is 
certamly  a  determination,  that  the"  order 
you  have  seen  and  considered,  is  no  proper 
or  legal  order  for  the  disposal  of  tnat 
money:  the  courts  below  will  ^certainly 
look  upon  it  as  such ;  and  even  though 
they  should  be  of  opinion,  that  thai  order 
was  a  sufficient  authority  for  the  disposing 
of  that  money,  and  that  no  future  order 
was  requisite,  yet  they  would  be  loath  to 
give  a  judgment  so  contrary  to  what  ap- 

? eared  to  have  been  the  judgment  of  this 
louse. — The  pohit  now  before  us  cannot 
be  said  to  be  an  indii^ulable  point,  and 
therefore  I  must  think  that  your  lordships 
coming  to  such  a  resolution  is  a  determin- 
ing of  a  question  in  dispute,  and  a  making 
a  sort  of  decree  against  the  gentlemen  who 
were  at  that  time  in  the  management  of 
that  company's  affiurs,  before  they  have 
been  heard  either  by  themselves  or  their 
counsel  upon  a  question  in  which  both  their 
honour  and  interest  are  so  nearly  con- 
cerned: thb,  my  lords,  is  a  method  of  pro- 
ceeding which,  I  hope,  this  House  will  never  ^ 
come  into ;  I  hope  your  lordships  will  ne- 
ver come  to  anyresolution  which  .may  affi^ct 
either  the  character  or  the  estate  of  any 
private  man,  without  first  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  against  it. — ^We 
oi]^ht,  my  lords,  to  cotksiies  that  we  are  a 
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Court  of  Equity,  and  though  it  should  ap« 
pear  the  money  arising  from  those  forfeit- 
ed estates  had  been  disposed  of  without 
such  an  authority  as  was  necessary  in  the 
strict  terms  of  law,  yet  if  it  has  been  dis- 
posed of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company,  the  then  directors  ought 
in  equity  to  stand  acquitted,  they  ought  not 
to  be  loaded  with  any  thing  like  a  sentence 
of  so  august  an  assembly  against  them,  and 
therefore,  piv  lords,  it  is  really  my  opinion 
that  you  ought  not  to  come  to  such  a  resolu- 
tion as  now  moved  for  until  the  affiiir  comes 
pr<^rly  before  yon,  and  all  parties  are 
neard  wnat  they  have  to  say  either  in  law  or 
equity  in  their  own  behalf^  for  which  reason 
I  must  move  for  the  previous  question* 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  spoke  next : 

My  Lords ; — As  to  the  order  of  the  gene- 
ral court  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  which 
has  been  laid  before  your  lordships,  surely  it 
cannot  be  looked  on  either  in  law  or  equity 
as  an  order  directing  how  the  money  in 
question  was  to  be  disposed  of,  nor  can  it 
ever  be  presumed  that  it  will  be  the  opinion 
of  any  court,  or  of  any  man,  that  an  order 
directing  only  who  should  be  the  trustees 
of  the  Company  as  to  that  money,  was  an 
order  for  directing  to  what  uses  it  ought  to 
be  Implied;  ther^ore,  if  that  point  were 
Co  be  expressly  /determined,  it  could  not 
be  an^  bad  conseqi^ence  in  any  ease 
whatever ;  but  by  the  resolution  proposed, 
even  that  questioo,  if  it  must  be  called  a 
question,  is  not  to  be  expressly  deter- 
mined :  We  are  now,  my  Lorcis,  to  de- 
termine nothing  but  a  point  of  law,  and 
i|  point  of  law  which  to  me  appears  so  plain 
that  I  cannot  hesitate  one  moment  in  giv- 
ing my  opinion.  The  words  of  the  act  of 
parliament  are  so  very  exj^ress,  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  contnu*y  to 
law,  to  dispose  of  that  money,  without  any 
order  or  direction  of  a  general  court  for 
that  purpose ;  and  I  am  sure  it  is  as  plain, 
that  the  delivering  of  that  money  by  the 
trustees  to  the  directors  is  not  such  a  dis- 
posal of  the  money  as  is  intended  by  that 
act«— -If  it  shall  arorwards  appear,  that  the 
produce  of  those  forfeited  estates  was  dis- 
posed of  according  to  the  directions  of  ge- 
neral courts,  the  resolution,  or  if  your 
lordships  please,  the  determination  now 
proposed  can  a£fect  no  man,  and  if  there 
never  was  any  other  order  or  direction  of 
a  general  court  for  that  purpose,  besides 
w&t  we  have  seen,  our  resolution  can  af- 
fect none  but  those  who,  without  all  ques- 
tioBt  are  guilty  at  least  of  an  error,  for 


which  they  certainly  deserve  to  be  cen- 
sured.— ^I  do  consider,  my  Lords,  that  this 
House  is  a  court  of  equity,  but  the  resolu- 
tion moved  for  has  relation  only  to  a  point 
of  law,  it  has  no  manner  of  relation  to 
equity,  nor  can  any  man  be  thereby  de- 
barred from  having  relief  in  equity,  either 
before  your  lordships,  or  before  any  of  the 
courts  of  equity  below ;  and  therefore,  if 
those  gentlemen  should  hereafter  come  to 
shew,  that  though  they  neglected  the  due 
forms  of  law,  they  did  nevertheless  dispose 
of  that  money  m  such  a  manner  as  was 
most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company,  I 
should  not  think  myself  any  way  re* 
strained  by  this  resolution  from  givins 
them  all  the  relief  in  equity  that  their 
case  can  deserve.  Andtherobre  I  shall 
make  no  scruple  of  agreeing  to  a  re* 
solution  which  I  think  just,  a  resolu- 
tion which  I  really  think  4>8olutely  necea* 
sary,  because  it  will  oblige  those  who  are 
concerned  to  be  at  pains  to  dear  up,  if 
they  can,  an  affiur  which  is  certainly  as 
yet  very  obscure,  and  which  your  lord- 
ships are  in  honour  obliged  to  see  fully 
cleared  i^,  if  it  be  possible. 

Besides  these,  tne  duke  of  Newcastle 
spoke  against  the  resolution,  and  the  earl 
of  Chesterfield  for  it.  At  last  the  pre- 
vious question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
against  the  resolution  by  a  majority  of  five^ 

June  2.  The  Lord  Bathurst  stood  up 
and  spoke  thus : 

My  Lords  ; — ^Notwithstanding  all  the 
pains  your  lordships  have  been  at  in  your  en-> 

a  nines  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  produce  of 
le  forfeited  estates,  of  those  who  were  di-  ^ 
rectors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  in  the 
year  1720, 1  cannot  say  that  I  have  met 
with  any  satisfaction  as  to  that  affiur  ;  I 
believe  mere  is  no  lord  in  this  House  who 
can  say  he  has  met  with  a  full  satisfaction 
as  to  that  particular.  It  q>pears  that  the 
accounts  of  that  Company  nave  be^i  so 
blended  together,  and  have  been  kept  in 
so  confiised  and  irregular  a  manner,  that 
there  is  no  coming  at  the  knowledge  of 
any  one  particular,  without  a  thorough 
enquiry  into  the  whole.  From  what  al- 
ready ^pears  to  your  lordships,  I  believe, 
you  will  be  all  (^  opinion,  that  such  a 
general  enquiry  is  now  become  absolutaly 
necessaipr;  oecause  we  are,  in  my  opinion, 
obliged  m  honour  to  see  the  affiur  relatins 
to  tnediposal  of  those  estates  |ully  clearca 
up  ;  and  since  we  now  see  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  doing  it  without  a  general  en* 
quiry  into  the  whole  a&ics  of  that  ooiu«. 
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fUky^we  are»my  lordsy  in  honour  engag^ 
not  only  ,to  enter  upou^  but  to  carry 
through  that  enquiry  with  the  utmost 
€xactDeaB.-^By  the  very  first  act  of  parlia- 
ment that  was  mtide  relating  to  this  a&ir 
the  trustees  were  directed  to  give  a  parti- 
cular accountji  in  writing,  to  the  King»  and 
to  ^her  Hous^  of  rarliament,  of  the 
effects  ef  their  proceedings*  To  what  end^ 
my  lords,  were, the  trustees  directed  to 

£e  sudi  an  account  i  Must  it  not  be  to 
end,  thatthe  Kinff^and  the  two  Houses 
«f  Parliame9ty  sbouU  be  as  it  were  the 
gimrdiaiis  of  the  company,  with  respect  to 
Ihe  produce  of  those  estates  ?  The  inteur 
tkm^oertaifily  was,  thattheKing,  theLords, 
mA  the  Commons  should  see  that  money 
iipisly  collected,  and  honestly,  di^osed  of 
ftc  the  benefit  of  the  proiMrietors  of  that 
CQOipaiiy,  according  to  toe  directions  of 
that  act,  or  any  future  act  of  parliamentt 
Am,  should  be  made  lor  regulating  thedis- 
mkI  of  that  money.  This  House  there* 
m€  is  ifii  hMiour  ob%ed  to  see  that  it  was 
hqaestly  din>osed  o£  In  such  a  case  are 
we  to  satisfy  ourselves  with  1>eing  told, 
Aat  thau|^  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
meot  were  not  strictly  complied  with,  yet 
Ae  money  was  equitably  disposed  of  for 
Ae  boieot  of  the  proprietors;  especially 
wtieo  this  eouilabk  disposal  comes  out  at 
lait  tobe^  aoisposal  of  it  towards  payment 
af  d^its^  as  to  which  no  man  can  tdl  how 
or  when  they  were  omtracted  ^  And,  mw 
Istds,  I  must  observe,  that  it  looks  much 
dtt  more  suspicious,  because  that  such  a 
itbt  wa0^  paid  off.  without  any  ordcuts 
Ddioiis  of  a  general  court  of  that  com- 
fer  so  doii^;  if  such  directions 
beea  Mked  mr,  it  may  ajb  least  be 
d  that  the  j§;eneEal  court  would 
turn  have  asEed,  how  such  a  larpe 
4eh^  came  to  be  eoAtracted? — ^There- 
(M»  lay  lords,  as  a  gc»ieral  eaquiry  into 
ihRtCoosffny's  affiurs  is  become  absdute- 
kjacQcosary,  Bod  as  it  cannot  be  supposed 
mH  we  ihdl  have  time  during  this  session 
sCpariiBBMaDty  to  go  through  such  ^  general 
ify,  I  shaH  take  the  liberty  to  move, 
a  Committee  may  be  appointed  to 
ttoe  into  the  management  of  the 
sftiss  of  the  South  Sea  Company  ever 
4Mifae  year  1720,  and  fioc.that  purpose 
lliit  Avxng  the  reeesa^of  parliament  at  sudi 

t»  sod  times  as  they  shall  appoint,  and 
Ihey  may  hove  power  to  seiul  for  pner- 
Mi^MipeBB  and  records^— -The  ^[^pointing 
tfsaoi  a  Committee  is,  my  lords,  a  method 
Aftk  temer  caaeslW  been  practised  by 
1*  fiooMt ;   asd  IT  tl^  other  House 


u. 


tliinks  proper  they  may  likewise  ap|[>oint  a 
Committee  of  their  House,  to  sit  m  con* 
junction  with  the  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  your  lordships,  to  the  end  that 
both  Rouses  may,  against  next  session  of 
parliament,  be  made  niUy  acquainted  with 
all  the  proceedings  and  transactions  in  the 
management  of  that  company's  affiunu  By 
this  method,  my  lords,  if  tnerehas  been  any 
mismanagement,  as  it  se^ms  apparent  there 
has,  your  lordships  will  then  be  able  fiUly 
and  dearly  to  discover  who  have  been  the 
authors  of  such  mismanagement ;  you  will 
be  able  to  distinguish  between  the  guilty 
and  the  innocent :  the  duuracters  of  tlie 
latter  will  th^eby  be  vindicated  from  those 
jealousies  and  suspicions  they  now  labour 
under,  and  upon  tne  guilty,  I  hope,  your 
lordshipB  will  inflict  such  penalties  as  may 
prevent  all  such  practices  fqr  the  futura 
lliis  Committee  which  I  now  move  £»% 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  cho^p  by  ballot,  and 
may  consist  of  any  number  your  lordships 
shall  please  to  appoint ;  seven  will,  I  be»> 
lieve,  be  sufficient,  and  therefore  I  shaU 
move  for  that  number. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  as  follows : 

Mylords;  I  ^all  readily  agree  with  this 
ms^tion,  because  I  think  we  tuore  met  with 
so  little  saUsfaction  as  to  the  particular  o^ 
fair  we  have  enquired  into,  that  it  is  incum* 
bent  ufK)n  us,  we  are,  out  of  that  regard 
whichwe  ou^bi  alwayw  to  have  fimr  the  luv 
nour  imd  dignity  of  this  House»  obliffed, 
.w^  are  in  duty  to  our  country  bouna  to 
proceed  &rther,  and  to  .make  a  general 
enquiry  into  the  whole. management «of 
that  coinpany's  affairs,  ever  since  the  year 
1720.  The  creditors  of  the  pid>lk  ought 
always  to  be  under  the  special  care  of  the 
.puUk;  and  as  this  Hpiisfe  has  joined  wi^ 
the  other  parts  of  the  legisliitiire  in  vestmg^ 
ahnost  the  whole  debts  of  the  nation  into 
the  three  great  conqmnies  of  East4ndia» 
Bank^  and  ;Soudi-Sea,  your  lordships  are, 
I  think,  in  honour  obliged  to  take  cam^ 
that  the  creditors  of  the  public  shall  not  be 
cheated  and  defrauded  by  those,  whom 
they  may  fi^om  time  to  time  dmseto  be 
the  directors  and  managers  of  their  aifiuss. 
-T-This,,my  lo)rds^  oujght  always  to  be  our 
care,  but  more  especially  are  we  bound  to 
look  for  it,  when  some  very  odd  piecea  of 
management  appear  even  at  the  har.of  our 
own  House,  u  the  books  of  the  Sonth-Sea 
company  bad  been  l»spt  in  a  distinct  and 
regular  manner,  it  wouid  have  been  euf 
fbr  yoiur  lord^i^  to  have  had  from  them 
all  thesatisfiMtion  that  couH  have  beende- 
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sired,  either  with  reimect  to  the  ^neral 
state  of  that  company^  aJfeirs,  or  with  res- 
pect to  any  particular  branch  of  their  bu- 
siness ;  but  from  the  enquiry  we  have  alrea- 
dy made,  it  appears  that  the  bodes  of  that 
company  have  been  kept  in  a  very  confused 
and  irregular  manner ;  in  such  a  manner  as 
b  altogether  unintelligible  to  those  who  are 
strangers  to  the  management  of  their  af- 
feirs,  and  cannot,  we  find,  be  explained 
even  by  those  who  are  the  book-keepers 
and  servants  of  the  company.  From  hence, 
my  lords,  I  think  there  is  ereat  cause  to 
suspect  some  lurking  frauds :  In  thb  as 
well  as  in  all  such  cases,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
that  this  obscurity  proceeds  from  a  design; 
that  their  books  were  kept  in  this  confused 
manner  on  purpose  to  conceal  some  prac- 
tices, which  the  managers  durst  not  ven- 
ture to  expose  to  public  view. — ^This  con- 
sideration alone  is  sufficient,  in  my  opinion, 
to  engage  your  lordships  to  enter  into  a 
general  inquiry  as  to  the  afiairs  of  that 
company;  and  since  it  appears  that  such 
an  enquiry  must  take  up  a  very  long  time, 
and  will  require  an  exact  scrutiny  into 
many  volumes  of  books  of  account,  I  think 
the  only  effectual  way  of  carrying  on  sucli 
an  enquiry  will  be,  to  appoint  a  Committee 
for  that  purpose,  to  sit  during  the  recess  of 
pariiament,  in  order  that  they  may  have 
time  to  prepare  matters,  and  to  put  the  ac- 
counts of  that  company  into  as  distinct  and 
<^ear  a  method  as  is  possible  between  this 
.^md  next  session  of  parliament ;  for  which 
reason  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the  motion 
made  by  the  noble  lord  near  me* 

The  Duke  of  iVinu^u^  spoke  next: 

M^  Lords;  I  shaH  always  be  ready  to 
join  m  any  measure  whidi  I  tiiink  pr(^r 
and  conmstent  with  oar  constitutfon,  for  in- 
quiring into  the  management  of  any  puUic 
affisdr,  when  such  Inquury  becomes  neces- 
sary ;  but  as  to  the  appointing  of  such 
a  committee  as  is  now  proposed,  I  must 
t^iink  it  neither  proper  nor  consistent  with 
our  constitutioni  1  even  doubt,  my  lords, 
if  such  a  committee  can  be  appointed  any 
other  way,  than  by  an  Act  or  nrliament; 
for  if  this  House  shodd  assume  apower  of 
appointing  such  committees,  it  would  be 
giving  in  some  measure  a  perpetual  being 
to  this  House ;  it  would  be  putting  it  out 
of  his  Mi^esty's  power  to  prorogue  the 
House,  for  if  we  did  not  sit  as  a  House, 
we  might  be  always  sitting  as  a  commit- 
tee ;  we  might  delegate  what  power  we 
pleased  to  such  committees,  we  might 
nake  them  of  wtiitiuitiibar  we  j^eased; 


we  might  even  onier  that  every  lord  that 
came  should  have  a  vote.    If  such  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed,  it  would  not 
be  easy,  my  lords,  to  confine  it  to  any 
particiuar  branch  of  business;  it  would  not 
DC  easy  to  confine  them  to  ^he  inquiring 
only  into  the  afiSurs  recommended  to  them 
by  the  House,  they  might  find  pretences 
to   inouire    into    any  other'  amur   ther 
pleasea,  as  being  some  way  connected  with 
the  al^r  into  which  they  had  been  ap« 
pointed  to  inquire,  and  thus  they  might  ex^ 
tend  their  inquiries  into  all  the  publie 
a&irs  of  the  nation,  and  into  all  the 
business  of  the  administration.    A  Com^ 
mitiee  of  both  Houses  sittmg  during  the 
recess  of  parliament,  with  power  to  send, 
for  persons,   papers,   and  records,  and 
without  any  restraint  upon  that  power, 
would  be  a  most  terrible  thing,  and  might 
be  turned  to  die  oppression  of  many  of  iiis 
Majesty's  best  subjects. — But  granting, 
my  Lords,  that  the  appointing  of  -sudi  a 
committee,  in  the  manner  now  proposed* 
is  consistent  widi  our  constitution,  yet,  I 
believe,  your  lordships  will  allow,  that  it  if 
a  very  extraordinary  method  of  proceed- 
ing, and  therefore  never  to  be  practised 
but  in  matters  of  the  greatest  consequence, 
and  such  as  require  the  utmost  dispatch, 
neither  of  which  can  be  so  much  as  pre- 
tended with  respect  to  the  af&ir  in  hand. 
It  is  so  &r  otherwise,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  has  nothing  of  a  fi*aud  appeared  in 
the  late  management  of  the  South-Sea 
Company's  afiairs,  from  any  inquiries  w« 
have  made:  It  has,  my  loros,  been  made 
appear  at  your  bar,  that  the  produce  of  the 
late  directors  estates  was  all  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  proprietors,  hj  paying  off 
the  Company's  dcots ;  and  it  sudi  ampli- 
cation was  made  without  the  directions  of 
a  general  court,  it  was  only  a  mistake  as 
to  form,  it  was  only  neglecting  to  have 
that  express  approbation,  which  the  direc- 
tors might  have  nad  from  any  general  conrC 
of  that  company ;  and  as  that  was  apubli« 
transaction,  and  well  known  to  aH  the  pro- 
prietors, their  never  having  found  ratil% 
with  it  in  any  general  Court  of  that  com- 
pany, held  since    that  time,  is  in    my 
opinion,  a  tadt  appnoliation  of  what  was 
then  done. — ^But,  my  Lords,  if  it  had 
actually  appeared  to  us,  that  there  had 
been  frauds  committed,  if  uiy  of  jaar 
lordships  are  suspicious  of  such  a  things 
you  may,  at  the  beginning  of  next  session 
of  Parliament,  enter  upon  such  an  inquiry^ 
and  if  you  enter  upon  it  at  the  beeinninj^ 
of  a  sessioB,  70U  may  certainly  uilrii  it 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


149) 


^  the  8mdh  Sea  Dbnetoru 


A.  D.  17S5. 


[150 


before  die  end  of  die  lenion:  Inthemeaii 
^ime  nehhar  the  9Sur  itself  nor  the  com- 
jpanj,  nor  any  private  person,  can  su&r 
hj  the  delay:  It  is  not  so  much  as  sus- 
pectedy  diat  any  gentleman,  concerned  in 
the  late  management  of  that  company's 
affittrs,  will  withdraw ;  and  the  books  of 
the  oon^fMny,  and  all  the  papers  and  wiit- 
inga  necessary  for  such  an  inquiry^  must 
remain  in  the  state  they  are  now  in  ?  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  any  of  them 
will  be  altered,  cancelled,  or  destroyed, 
because  the  a&irs  of  that  company  are 
uom  under  the  management  or  a  quite 
different  set  of  gentlemen,  who,  of  conse- 
quence, have  we  custody  of  all  those 
books  and  writings,  and  who  will  certainly 
Bever  permit  any  thing  to  be  done,  that 
may  involve  than  in  the  guilt  of  other 
meiw*— In  short,  my  Lords,  whatever  state 
the  company's  affiurs  may  be  in,  as  there 
does  not  appear  to  us  any  con^laint 
«mong  the  proprietors  of  thai  company ; 
fliDce  no  Wilication  has  been  made  to  us 
by  them,  1  can  see  no  necessity  for  our 
entering  upon  it  immediately,  and,  for 
that  end,  to  make  such  an  encroachment 
upon  our  constitution,  as  would  be  made 
by  appointing  a  committee  in  the  manner 
proposed,  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree 
toit. 

'  The  Earl  of  Chesterfidd  spoke  as  fol- 
bws: 

My  Lords; — The  appointing  of  such  a 
Committee,  as  is  now  proposed,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  way  inconsistent  with  our  con- 
atitotiim;  but,  on  the  cimtrary,  has  been 
frequently  practised,  and  is  often  necessary 
ibr  preparing  things  to  be  laid  before  the 
next  session  of  Parliament.  From  such  a 
Conunittee  there  is  nothing  to  be  dreaded 
by  amy  but  those  who  have  been  guilty  of 
crimes,  and  under  a  just  and  prudent  ad- 
Dmiiatration  criminals  ought  never  to  he 
kftatease;  it  ought  always  to  be  the  lot  of 
Ate  guilty  to  be  under  continual  fears  and 
apprdiensions;  it  is  what  thqr  always  will 
be,  whether  we  iqppoint  such  aCommittee 
crno.  It  will  be  unpo6s3>le  for  this  House, 
or  any  conunittee  we  shall  f^point,  to  in- 
ject and  examine  so  many  voluminous 
faoolDB  of  accounts,  or  to  extract  any  thing 
tbMt  mm  be  dear  and  satisfactory,  out  <3* 
aBch  a  tuBK^  of  confiision,  during  such  a 
ihoit  time  as  that  of  the  usual  continuance 
of  one  Session  of  FarliamenU— As  to  there 
bong  no  apfdicationfrom  the  proprietors, 
it  k  of  no  manner,  of- signification  in  the 
caae;  It  is  wdl  known  that  there 
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are  loud  oon^ilamts  against  the  late  ma- 
nagement of  that  company's  afl^rs,  and 
fhmi  what  we  have  seen  and  heard  at  our 
bar,  it  appears,  that  these  complaints  are 
not  altojgeth^  groundless.  Our  liaving 
had  no  ^plication  from  the  proprietors  of 
that  oompHmy  made  to  us,  is,  1  think,  so  far 
from  being  an  argument  against  oar  enter- 
ing ijqpon  an  inquiry,  that  it  is  a  strong 
argument  for  it;  considering  what  we  hear 
without  doors,  considering  what  we  have 
seen  within  doors,  the  want  of  such  an  ap- 
plication ought  to  be  to  us  a  convincing 
proof^  that  most  of  those  who  usually  com- 
pose the  general  courts  of  that  company, 
are  under  an  influence  which  prevents  their 
lookii^  into  their  own  affiiirs.  But  con* 
sider,  my  lords,  that,among  the  proprietiNrs, 
there  are  numy  widows  and  orphans,  there 
are  many  persons  who  cannot  appear  at 
general  courts,  or  look  into  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  affairs ;  these,  my  loras, 
are  properly  under  your  care,  and  I  hope 
your  lordships  will  never  think  that  time  dl 
spent,  w)iich  is  v^iA  in  doing  what  may 
prevent  the  entire  ruin  of  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless. — From  experience  we  may 
learn,  that  the  proprietors  of  pid>lic  stodu 
nevex  come  to  either  House  ei  Parliament 
to  complain,  till  their  affiurs  are  past  re- 
dress; as  long  as  they  can  sell  their  pro 
perty  at  any  price,  they  are  afraid  of 
applying  for  redress,  lest  the  current  mrice 
of  their  property  should  thereby  be  oinii* 
nished ;  and  therefore  they  never  coooe  to 
complain  as  long  as  there  is  any  thing  left. 
Then  indeed,  my  lords,  they  resolve  upon 
applying  to  Parliament,  aivd,  upon  »uch 
occasions,  we  generally  find  that  women 
and  children  are  the  greatest  sufferers.-^ 
To  conclude,  my  Lords,  as  neither  your 
lordships  nor  the  public  have  received  any 
satia&ction  fr(Mn  the  inquiry  hitherto 
made,  it  is  become  necessary  for  us  to  ap- 
point such  a  Committee  as  has  been  moved 
for,  because  if  this  session  should  break  up 
without  proceeding  any  further  than  we 
have  yet  done,  it  will  be  believed  that  the 
whole  affiur  is  at  an  end;  from  thence,  my 
lords,  there  may  be  conjectures  made  by 
the  public,  whicn  may  be  derogatory  both 
to  the  honour  and  dimity  of  this  House, 
and  therefore  I  am  ror  agreeing  with  the 
motion  the  noble  lord  by  me  was  pleased 
to  make. 

The  eari  of  Strafford  declared,  that  he 
was  for  the  motion,  but  said,  that  as  the 
last  committee  of  that  nature  had  consisted 
of  12  lords,  therefore  he  woidd  prt^pose 
that  the  motion  should  be  for  appomting  a 
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Commtetee  of  TVel?d;  which  ttm'  lord 
Baihunt  agreed  tow  The  bishcn)  of  Un- 
coln  spoke  for  the  motion^  uid  the  earls  of 
Hay  and  Warwick,  die  lord  Tiscoiitit  Fal- 
moath,  and  the  iMflhop  of  ^Bangor  against  it. 

MatiMt  ^  appoheting  a  Committee  qf 
Twelve  to  inquire  into  the  Proceedmgi  of 
the  South'Sea  CompCTiw*]  The  question 
bein^  put,  ^  That  a  S&ct  Comniittee  be 
i^oin^  q£  Twelve  Loids,  to  be  chosen 
by  belloty  to  examine  into  the  transactions 
and  prooeedaigs  of  the  South»Sea  Com- 
pttBiyv  ftom  Feb.  2, 1720,  and  to  lay  th^ 
report  before  the  House;''  it  was  resohred 
in  the  negatiye*  Content  70,  NoS«Coa- 
teiit75. 

Protest  agaiftst  refecting  the  said  Mo* 
Hon.'} 

**  Dissentient' 
.  1.  <*  Because  the  present  dd[>t  of  the 
kingdom  being  almost  wholly  incorporated 
mto  the  three  great^ompantes,  it  bdioves 
the  legislature  who  are  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  the  public  creditors,  to  take  all 
poraiUe  care  ttmt  ther  suffer  no  injury  in 
Adr  estates,  by  any  muids  coramitted  in 
the  management  of  them ;  For  though  the 
4&«etors  are  chosen  by  a  general  court, 
they  are  kvested  with  such  extensive 
|>efwers,  that  di^  arc  capable,  by  abusing 
tfieir  trust,  of  aoing  innnite  nusduef  to 
the  proprieUna,  ludess  their  proceedings 
9Xe  T^ibntly  watched  and  controuled  by 
that  supreme  authority  under  whose  s^nc* 
lion  they  act,  and  by  iirfaiGh  onty  such 
practices  can  be  e£fectaally  prevented  or 
ptmished« 

^  &  *^  Because  this  House  haying  been 
induced,  by  the  reasons  before-mentioned, 
to  begin  an  inquiry  into  the  management 
of  the  Soudi'S^  Company,  we  apprehend, 
that  our  honour  is  engaged  to  answer  those 
expectations  which  the  public  had  so  justly 
conoeiyed  from  it;  and  since  the  advanced 
season  of  the  year  will  not  permit  us  to 
finish  this  examination  durmg  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  wO  apprehend  a 
Committee  was  the  only' proper  way  left 
to  unravel  such  dark  ana  mtncate  affiuvs, 
which  require^  a  very  nice  insptetion  into 
many  voluminous  books ;  it  appeariiig  to 
us,  by  what  we  have  seen  and  heard  at  our 
bar,  that  the  accounts  of  this  company 
have 'been  kept  in  a  very  confiised,  irregu- 
lar, and  unwarrantable  manner,  in  order,* 
as  we  apprehend,  to  conceal  frauds,  and 
defeat  dlt  mquiries* 

%•  <*  Because  the  great  distresses  and  ca- 


bunkies  of  the  year  ITM,  haviog  been  oc* 
casioiied  by  the  dinotors,  at  that  tioae^ 
declaring  such  extrwagant  -dividends  aa 
the  Company^  waa  not  able  to  suppmrt; 
die  fegidature  have,  in^all  dieir  acts  rdat-^ 
ing  to  this  CorporatioDv  wfaidi  pnsed  sine* 
that  time,  taken  the  utmost  caietO'  prohMt 
and  restrain  the  diredem  from  being  guiitff 
of  the  like  practices;  yet  notwithsMndhig 
this,  diey  nave  beeift  so  fiir  from  takhig 
warning  from  the  exampiea.  made  of  their 
predecessors,  that  it  appearsby  tiieaoeimnas 
laid  beficnre  the  Hoose^  that  ahhougbbf 
the  ca^  which  came  into  their  hands,  ana 
by  the  sale  <^  foxa  milliens  of  stock  to  tiie 
Bank,  and  by  die  loans  of  stodc  and  other* 
wise,  they  were  sufficiently  enabled  to  pay 
off  the  debt  of  5,400^000^  then  owing^to 
the  Company,  as  in  justice  and  prodmBe 
they  ought  to  have  oone ;  yet  influenoedy 
as  "^Q  have  reason  to  bdieve,  by  the  cor- 
rupt vidvs  of  some  few,  who  may  have  m^ 
rupned  to  thonselvcn  die  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  affiiirs  of  this  Corporation,  t£i^ 
lefr  great  part  of  dieir  debt  on  bonds  at 
interest  unpaid,  and  by  onwantaitalde  di« 
vidends  out  of  the  money,  in  ocder  to  ghn9 
a  &llacious  value  to  their  stock,  nmldtttdm 
of  hift  Majesty's  subjects  have  been  de- 
frauded; and  they  have  without  the  knoww 
ledge  of  the  proprietors,  not  only  dissipated 
above  2,300,000^.  received  from  the  direc- 
tors estates,  but  they  have  likewise  brought 
a  new/debt  of  2,000,000^.  upon  the  Com- 
pany, and  ther^y  diminished  die  capital 
ofevety  proprietor's  8tock,by  which  meentf 
^eat  injury  and  injustice  have  in  numerous 
instances  been  done  to  <»phaas  and  tli» 
reversionary  heurs  o£  those  estates,  to  th^ 
ffreat  dishonour  of  di^  public  fridv  9»A 
discredit  <^the  nation* 

4.  **  Because  although  the  directonnwi' 
plied  to  Parliament  in  die  year  17^,  fw 
their  authority  to  dispose  of  the  piodua» 
of  the  estates  of  the  forfmting  dfrectora^ 
pvetended  to  be  then  remaining  in  their 
bands;  yet  it  appears  by  the  acoountffiioiir 
beibre  us,  that  the  greatest^  part  of  tbia 
money  had  been  heme  aotuaMy  divided 
out  in  extraordinary  dividendB;  and  wfcaiv 
m  order  to  give  «ome  coknir  to  these  pro«- 
ceedmgs,  diey  obtained  an  act  of  Pttriia. 
ment  to  dispose  of  Ibeae  estates^  they 
never  called  a  general:  ctmit  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  state  of  this^^ account,  or  ta. 
take  tfa^  direcdous  for  the  appUcadob  at 
any  remaining  part' of  diese  estales^  not- 
withstanding the]rwere«xpresriy  Bsquped 
60  to  do  by  me  sttd:  aet. 

&  <<BocaM0thereisraa8aBiab<ii8fvio^~ 
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i  a  geneial  Tieir  of  the  mum  aooounts, 
tiial  thm  are  manj  arlidefl,  hitherto  im* 
ezanunady  under  which  a  mdlitude  of 
firaodi  may  be  conoeafed^  such  a^  bii|3rikig» 
9d^agi  creatiiig,  and  iaraing .  of  bonds ; 
enipJi^ring  kre^^ilarly  the  cash  of  the  Com* 
pany  whidi  lay  in  their  hands,  whibC  the 
pMfMrieaers  were  paying  interest  fiir  monev 
borrowed  of  the  Bank;  tnmsactit^y  atocic 
abroad,  and  adling  fictitious  stock  at 
home,  with  many  other  practicea  of  the 
ISce  nature,  too  kttg  and  various  to  be  par- 
tieidarfy  explainedr  for  tiiese  reaiMma,  we 
coaceiTe,  it  was  absc^uftely  necessary  to 
bare  appcmited  a  Committer  as  the  only 
■lelhed  to  distoiguish  the  few  who  probacy 
are  criminal,  mm  many  gentlemen  who 
may  at  present  lie  unjusdy  anderthesaaae 
impiitetioa,  especiaUy  at  a  time  when  a 
BiQ  was  actoflw  depending  for  dtriding 
the  capital  of  thia  Coaifany,  three^biMPtha 
into  anmntaea,  and  leavmg  the  remaining 
mnter  to  be  a  trading  stock,  with  a  large 
oebt  and  demands  upon  it  ndiquidatedy 
aad  the  ^ue  of  it  consequently  unknown ; 
a^ich, should  it  pass  into  alaw,  wiU,  in  all 
pobabil^,  promote  and  encourage  the 
mfionona  pcactica  of  stockjobbing,  to  the 
ruin  of  great  numbers  ofhisMajes^'s  sub^ 
jccts. 

6.  ^'Becaosethe  other  House  have  fre^ 
auentlyi^ppointedComniissioneratotnspect 
me  puUic  accounts  during  the  interval'  of 
Fariiament,  as  the  only  practicable  method 
ef  arriYing  at  an^  knowledge  in  such  af- 
fiurs;  a  inethod,  indeed,  too  nwch  disused 
aflateyears:  wethereforeapprdiend,diat 
na  JQSt  efajeotion  either  was  or  couki  be 
nsde  to  a  Committee,  which  is  perfect 
i^feeaUe  to  the  nature  of  our  Conedtu* 
tion,  cannot  be  of  any  prejudice  to  the 
Company,  and,  bein^  confined  to  ajpar* 
ticoiar  inqniiy,  can  give  no  grounds  oi  i^ 
pehension  to  any  hut  those  whoaieafiraid 
It  nu^  lead  to  fiurmer  discoveries  of  iniqui' 
.  looB  contracts  and  commt  bargams,  mthe 
settiemcnr  and  transacaooa  <»  thk  Com^ 
pany  smoe  the  year  17^  which  soma 
aeraona  have  endeavoured  with  so  much 
mdostry  tD-conceaL 

7«  ^  Because  we  thiidc  ith^Uy  cxpe^ 
Cent,  at  this  time,  to  vhidicate  Uie  puhlk 
UA  of  Ae  naticm,  lest  foreigaers  snould 
be  induced,  by  the  many  instances  of  firand 
and^oomqiCkm  which  have  been  of  late  dis- 
eoveicd  in  ^tfaar  eorpoHitions,  suddaitly  to 
draw  their  efiecti  out  of  our  ftmds,  and 
iherdbif  talafly'  destroy^  public  ctadity.and 
phafe  ua  into  innctrieabie  diOoultieB* 

i;  ««^Bacaafla  the  acta  mate  uae  of  to 


divert  ua  firom  aur  duly,  and  to  defeat  this 
inqui]^,  ghre  us  reasons  to  proseci^  it 
with  fresh  vigour  ;  for  impunity  of  guilt 
(if  »^  such  there  be)  is*  the  strom^  en# 
eouragement  to  the  repetition  of  the  same 
ptaictices  in  future  timca,;  by  chalking  out 
a  safe  method  of  oomnining  the  most  fia* 
gitious  firauda  under  the  protection  ef  some 
corrupt  and  all-sbreening  ministen 

9.  ^  For  these  reasons  we  think  our* 

selves  under  an  indispensable  obligation  ta 

vindicate  our  own  honour,  by  leaving  our 

testimonies  in  the  ioumals  of  this  House, 

that  we  are  not  under  the  influence  of  ana 

man  whatsoever,  whose  safety  nuiy  dq>end 

on  the  protection  of  firaud  and  corruption ; 

and  that  we  entered  upon  this  inquiry  with 

a  sincere  and  just  desian  of  going  to  tha 

bottom  of  the  evil,,  and  applying  to  it  die 

most  proper  and  e£kctual  remedies..  >  ■  ■  ■  ■■ 

fSignedJ    Bedford,  Strafibrd,  Bathurst^ 

Litchfield,    SuffiOk,    Shafbesbury, 

Windielsea  and  Nottingham,  Cr^* 

ven#  Tweedale,  Cobban^  Coventry, 

Stair,  Montroae,  Bridgewater,  Tha^ 

net,  Chesterfield,  Carteret,  Berk-» 

shire,  Bruce^  Marchmont,  Madiaia, 

Gower/' 

Report  from  THa  CoMMiTtEa  or 
THE  Houaa  or  Commqhs  appoivted  to 
iMQuinaiNTo  THB' Frauds  akd  Abuses 
IN  THE  CusTOAJs.]  Juuc  7*  Sir  Johnr 
Cope,  aco<Hrding  to  order,  reported  firom 
the  Committee  *  mipointed  to  inmure  inta 
the  Fiaudsi  and  Abuses  in  the  Gustorosi 
to  t^  prqudlce  of  trade^  and  diminutiaflr 
of  the  revenue;  that  the  Committee  had 
agcsed  upon  a  Report  of  their  proceedmgs, 
which  ifaey  had  directed  him  to  make;  and 
he  read  the  Report  in  his  (dace ;  and 
afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  oletk'a 
tdble.  And  the  said  Report  was  read,  a# 
fcrflows: 

The  REPORT  of  tfie  CofMitrKt  i^p- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  Frauds  and. 
Abuses  in  the  CUSTOMS,  to  the  pre-^ 
judice  a£  Trade^  and  IMminutioB  at 
the  Revenue:. 

The  Conmuttee  uipointed  to  inquira 
into  the  Frauds  and  Abuses  in  the  Customs, 
ta  the  prejudtce  of  trade,  and  diuikuitioii 
of  the  revenue,  have  proceeded  with  the 
utmost  diligence  in  the  said  inquiry  ;  but 
it  is  with  concern  ihmy  observe,  that  tfia 

■    -  -    .    - ■  •■    ■  — •■  -  ■  ■  ■'  - *■  -*^ 
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fiwids  anU  abuseB  in  the  Cuitonis  are,  as 
amears  by  the  several  Fap^nB  and  Aooounts 
laid  before  them,  and  the  sereral  informa- 
tions they  have  received,  so  very  exten- 
sive, and  in  so  many  branches  of  the 
revenue,  that  your  Committee  are  sensible 
the  ^ortness  of  the  session  will  not  aUow 
them  to  lay  before  thb  House  so  complete 
a  report,  as  they  miflfat  otherwise  Mve 
done  ;  however  they  uouffht  it  their  duty 
to  acquaint  the  House  wim  their  proceea- 
ings  as  for  as  they  have  heeia  able  to  go. 
.  Your  Committee  found  it  necessary,  to 
>«void  confusion,  to  proceed  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  frauds  committed  in  each 
branch  of  the  revenue,  singly ;  and,  on 
examining  the  several  papers  referred  to 
them  by  uie  House,  they  observed,  they 
diiefly  related  to  the  frauds  committed 
in  the  Tobacco  trade ;  and  therefore  deter- 
mined to  proceed,  in  the  forst  place,  on 
that  brancli ;  to  which  they  had  likewise 
other  inducemmits,  arising  nrom  the  great 
importance  of  this  trade  to  the  nation,  l3ie 
greatness  of  the  loss  to  the  revenue,  by  the 
extensiveness  of  the  frauds,  and  the  com- 

eints  of  the  planters  in  Virginia,  of  the 
dships  they  labour  under,  even  to  the 
hazard  of  their  utter  ruin,  and  conse- 
quenthr  of  die  intire  loss  of  this  commerce, 
io  highly  beneficial  to  this  kingdom. 

In  order  to  make  the  following  Report 
more  intelligible  to  the  House,  your  Com- 
mittee  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  particu- 
Jar  account,  in  what mann^  thepre^ent 
duties  oil  tobacco  are  collected,  and  how 
the  shins  are  guarded  from  their  arrival  in 
port  tiU  they  are  discharged  at  the  key. 

The  presoit  duty  on  tobacco,  as  settled 
by  the  act  9  Geo.  I,  ca^  21,  intituled, 
<  An  Act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  put 
'  the  customs  ai  6r^  Britam  under  the 
i  management  of  one  or  more  commissions, 

*  and  for  better  securing  and  ascertaining 
'  the  duties  on  tobacco,  and  to  prevent 

*  frauds  in  exporting  tobacco  and  other 

*  goods  and  merchandizes,  or  canring  the 
^  samecoastwise,'  is  6d^  one-third  ox  a  penny 
|>er  pound  ;  1^  whereof  being  the  old  sub- 
sidy, is  to  be  paid  down  in  money  at  im- 
portation, deducting  25  per  cent  on  sudi 
payment,  fifteen  per  cent  thereof,  in  lieu 
•f  all  former  allowances,  and  ten  per  cent 
for  prompt  payment:  the  remaining  duties 
<^5^  one-tmrd  of  a  penny,  may  l^  either 
paid  in  ready  mone^,  or  secured  by  lM»d, 
at  the  option  of  the  unporter ;  if  paid  down 
in  ready  money,  25  per  cent  is  deducted, 
as  on  the  old  subsidy,  but  if  secured  by 
%ond,  only  15  per  amij  but  in  case  any 


bogheads  of  tobacco  have  received  damage 
in  the  voyage,  such  damaged  tobacco,  at 
the  request  of  the  importer,  may  be  cut  o^ 
and  pays  no  duty;  and.  the  unporter  is 
allowed  \[L  per  pound  for  the  same,  such 
allowance  not  to  exceed  SOs .  on  one  hogs- 
head. 

All  which  said  duties  are  drawn  back, 
and  bonds  discharged  on  exportation  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  nerein  after 
mentioned,  under  tmU  head* 
.  In  order  to  prevent  any  tobacco  being 
landed  in  the  port  of  London,  without 
paying  or  securing  the  said  duties,  the 
ships  are  guarded  by  sloops  and  boats,  ap- 

Cted  at  proper  stations  for  that  purpose 
1  Rye  ttirough  the  Downs  to  Graves-> 
end,  and  in  their  passage  are  boarded  by 
the  tide  surveyors  at  D^  and  Ramsgate : 
at  Gravesend,  the  tide  surveyors  board 
them,  and  place  four  tidesmen,  at  least,  on 
each  ship ;  and  in  their  passage  iq>  the 
river,  they  are  visited  by  the  several 
officers  stationed  for  that  purpose,  and  by 
the  tide  surveyors,  ^dm  take  an  acco«int  ii 
the  ship  and  masters  name,  the  loading,  and 
from  whence  she  came  :  all  these  <»ncer8 
are  to  search  for  any  loose  tobacco,  in 
order  to  seize  it. 

\Vhen  a  ship  comes  to  her  moorings^ 
which  is  usually  at  a  distance  from  the  key, 
on  account  of  the  great  burthen  of  a 
tobacco  ship,  the  ma^er  declares,  on  oath, 
before  the  proper  omcers  of  the  custiuns, 
the  contents  of  his  loading,  and  to  whom 
consigned,  widi  other  particulars. 

After  the  master's  report  is  made,  tha 
merchant  makes  his  entiy,  wherein  are  de- 
scribed  the  package,  marks,  and  numbers 
of  the  hogsheads  1^  intends  to  land;  and 
pays,  or  gives  bond  for  the  duties  of  such 
a  quantity  of  pounds  weight  of  tobacco,  as 
he  estimates  tnose  hogsheads  may  contain ; 
and  a  warrant  is  sent  to  the  land  waiters 
accordingly ;  and  when  a  number  of  hoffs- 
heads  are  landed  of  weight  equal  to  Uie 
entiry,  a  stop  is  to  be  put  by  the  land 
waiters  to  the  landing  any  more  hogsheads^ 
thopgh  mentioned  m  tne  warrant,  until 
the  importer  has  made  a  further  «itry,  and 
paid  or  secured  the  duties  as  aforesaid ; 
and  so  from  time  to  time^  till  thewhcde 
cai^  is  landed :  and  if,  on  the  last  entry^ 
thm  should  be  a  small  exceiw  ^  weighty 
after  the  usual  allowances  for  draught  and 
samj^,  the  inqporter  is  adisitted  to  makt 
what  is  called  a  post  entry. 

Two  of  the  land  waiters,  employed  at 
the  key  f^ere  the  Tobacco  is  to  be  landed^ 
are  appoinled  to  deliver  eadi  ship,  who 
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tend  an  order  iif^  writing  to  tte  tEdesmen 
<m  iHNBd,  to  pemit-fiuch  hogdMMl*  tti  the 
merdkum^  h^s.eiitered,  to  be  bnMu^tUpm 
a  lifter  to  the  key,  on  which  lighter  one 
tidesman  is  always  boarded,  who  brings  a 
note  to  the  laod  waiter  from  the  tideman 
on  board  the  shj^  of  the  marks  and  num- 
bers of  such  bogheads  as  are  sent  in  each 
lifter,  as  enteral  in  a  book  kept  by  i&m 
fi>r  that  purpose. 

When  the  Tobacco  is  landed,  each  hog* 
Aoad  is  stripped,  and  the  Tobacco  put  into 
the  scale  m  order  to  be  weighed  by  sworn 
wdffhers,  who  dedare  the  weights  to  the 
land  waiters  attending,  which  each  land 
waker  enters  in  his  own  hodk  prepared 
with  different  columns  for  that  pui^ose, 
containing  the  planter's  mark  and  number, 
tbe  new  nun^ber  put  on  the  hogshead 
when  landed,  and  tne  weight  of  each  hog- 
ahead,  and  a  blank  column  is  left  in  order 
to  enter  the  weight  of  any  Tobacco  which 
may  be  cut  off  as  damaged. 

The  surveyors,  at  their  several  staticms. 
are  to  supervise  and  inspect  the  land 
waiters,  at  the  deUvery  or  these  and  all 
tidier  ^ips  on  each  key,  and  to  see  that 
there  are  two  land  waiters,  at  least,  to  each 
ship,  and  that  they  do  their  doty;  and,  if 
^y  see  occasion,  they  are  to  cause  the 
hogsheads  tobe  re-weighed,  and  to  be  care- 
Ihl  that  no  more  be  landed  than  entered. 

When  the  Tobacco  is  landed,  the  re- 
port of  ihe  nnster,  the  entry  of  the  im- 
porter, die  book  kept  by  the  tidesman  on 
board,  and  the  land  waiters  books,  as  soon 
as  th^  are  made  up,  are  examined  and 
sompared  by  tile  jerquer. 

And  by  a  late  law  passed  in  Virginia, 
Ae  weights  of  the  hogsheads  are  to  be 
tidoen  at  shqming  off  there,  and  authentic 
duplicates  to  oe  transmitted  hither,  which 
are  likewise  compared  by  tiie  jerquer  with 
the  entries  and  weights  at  importation. 
The  fike  care  is  also  taken,  mutaiumutan-' 
diif  in  the  several  out  ports. 

Notwithstanding  which  methods,  your 
Committee  have  full  proof  that  very  noto- 
riovs  frauds  have  been,  and  still  are,  com- 
fitftted  on  the  ivlportaticHi  of  Tobacco. 

fhese  frauds  appear  to  your  Committee, 
ti  general,  from  Uie  observations  they  have 
made  on  the  several  accounts  and  other 
papersTrferred  to  them  by  tips  House,  by 
oners  which  tiiey  htfve  since  called  for 
irasB  tile  Custom  House  and  the  board  of 
trade,  and  l^  tile  concurring  testimony  of 
0t  Mm  Randolnh,  Mr.  Gilbert  Higgin- 
oMi,  Mr.  Bdward  Randolph,  Mr.  Bryan 
naSpatf-wmi  Mr.  Thomas  Hyam,  and  tMs 


A.  D-  1738.  ^  im 

general  evidence  is^fulty  confirmed  by  par* 
ticttlar  instances,  which  have  been  disco* 
vered,  andwhich  are  undermentionied. 

The  principal  fraud  committed  at  im- 
portation is,  the  settine  down  in  the  land 
waiter's  book^  by  whidi  tiie  duty  is  com* 
puted  and  paid,  less  weights  than  the  sere* 
ral  hogsheads  imported  do  really  weigh ; 
which  is  one  (^  the  principal,  complaints 
made  by  the  merchants  of  Bristol,  in  ths 
year  1721»  as  qypears  by  a  letter  sent  by 
them  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customsi 
at  that  time,  reUiting  to  the  frauds  at  Glas- 
gow: this  arisesby  the  eonnivance,  or  cor- 
ruption, of  the  Officers,  and  iriilch  it  has 
not  hitherto  beenjpessible  to  put  a  stop  to, 
although  every  officer  has  been  dismissed, 
and  never  restored^  when  any  discovery 
has  been  made;  and  many  of  them  pro-* 
secuted  forthepenalty  of tiieir  bonds,  where 
sufficient  legal  evidence  could  be  had  f^ 
that  purpose.  Yet  the  advantage  to  tha 
unfrur  traders,  by  tiiis  fraud,  is  so  great, 
and  they  are  eniMed  thereby  to  give  such 
large  gratuities  to  the  officers,  who  are  their 
confederates,  out  c£  their  unjustgains  from 
the  revenue,  as  several  of  t^  officers  have 
not  been  able  to  resist,  notwithstanding  the 
hasard  they  ran. 

In  order  to  discoyer  tiiis  fraud  in  general, 
your  Committee  endeavoured  to  fmd  out, 
m  the  best  manner  they  could,  what  the 
real  weights  of  the  hogMieads  usually  have 
been,  at  a  medium,  for  a  long  course  of 
years,  in  the  plantations;  and  what  might 
reasonably  be  allowed  for  waste  in  the 
yo)^e,  l>efore  they  came  to  be  weighed  at 
the  Custom  House.  Sbr  John  Randolf^ 
who  was  bom  in  Vir^oiia,  where  he  lived 
the  greatest  part  of  his  life,  and  since  the 

C1720,  yery  wdl  acquamted  with  the 
aceo  trade,  and  vriio  was  lately  sent 
over  by  the  assembly  of  Virginia  to  re- 
presentthe  grievances  the  planters  labour 
under,  Doing  examined,  acquainted  your 
Committee,  that  one  of  the  greatest  eom* 
plaints  the^  hare,  is  the  unaccoimtid^ 
di^rehce  m  the  weight  of  the  hogsheads 
there,  and  at  the  scale  in  Englan£  The . 
Conmtittee  inquired  of  him  what  the  usual 
weights  were  in  Virginia';  and  he  ac* 
quamted  them  that  the  usual  weights  were, 
at  present,  from  800  to  950  pounds,  and 
tiiathe  believed  they  have  weighed  as  much 
or  rather  more  from  theyear  1715  to  this 
time,  fbr  reasons  which  appear  in  Ins  exa- 
mination: that  tiie  utmost  allowance,  whidi 
he  ever  heard  computed,  as  what  might 
reasonably  be  made  for  waste,  is  8  pounds 
oneyivyhimdiedw€»|]^;  bntttaathedoes 
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l]r  M  itt  «C6«H»t  <rf  hb  oivft  fimiL  Bristol, 
wherp  he.  finds  ft  W8iile<if  114  mope  than  15 
IHMiii49#«fthQ9riii!oad*whufti,0!aSOQ  p 
weiglK  {wd^oh  be  iofiDnped  jioMr  Cmnmil* 
t^  thcMehogtheadsmAhaiaccount  weighed 
one  wkih  snioth^)  is  lets  than  two  pounds 
per  hundred,  and  others  who  have  been 
exact  in  weiffhing^areofdiesame  opinion; 
not^rithstanding  i^hidb^  he  has  known  tie 
difference  in  the  fiietor^s  SMC^ounts  with  the 
nktttara*  to  be  200  pMnds  weight  on  a 

iW  the  hcigiheadt  weigh  upwaids  of 
800  jpoRtfids  wei^H^  was  AUj  confinned 
^y  the  manffesls  xaoejived  froan  Vkrginia 
•ince  M(^  tot. 

It  was  impossible  for  yenr  Committee  te 
hafe  60  full  evidence  as  to  the  weights  af 
Maryland  tebacco^no  joaanifefltsof  weigfadbs 
kmg  tent  feoai  tbenoe;  but  it  appears 
attongfy  by  Itrfng  iritnesses  and  oilier  cir- 
pumHancei^  that  the  hogitfieads  imported  | 
(torn  Matyhmd  do  ceaUy  weigh,  at  a  me* 
dim%  npwarjds  of  700  povmijb  weight;  | 
wjueh  aecoums  of  the  asveral  wdgfats 
apfNteed  to  be  aa  above  stated,  from  the 
eyideoffieeCMr.Hig^fmaan^i^o  has  been 
concerned  19  years  m  the  tobacGo  trade, ; 
7  years  as  an  appBciitice>  and  12  yeans  in 
B^Etensive  dealing  on  his  own  acooimt,  and' 
who  confiss0es  himaelf  well  acquainted 
with  the  frauds  and  abuses,  both  ininmer^ 
tatsen  and  .exportation  of  tobacce;  mm 
the  endenoa  of  Mr.  Randohh,  wha  has 
b«en  concerned  in  this  ttoade  for  81  ymBt, 
13  of  them  aa  a  mevdbnt  cm  hh  own 
aceonnt,  and  it  very  gaaat  bwnaai»  who 
•cknowled^  himself  likeme  well  ae- 
Mainted  WttKibesefimida;  framtheevi- 
oenoe  of  1^.  FbSf^  who  haa  h&m  cod* 
ccnied  jn  the  tradt»  for  senMiitime^  aa4  haiB 
hhnself  diseeverad  safeval  p«rticubur  la^ 
ataeei^efdiaae frauds;  ftam  ssrenalfaftUs 
ef  panealai  and  froQi.thaaecQmil»  of  sales 
between  the  fiietdoB  and  planters^  which 
haare  bean.  laid  hcfiyre  your  Cowmttee  and 
from  many  entries  in  the  land  waiters^ 
books  nf  cargoes  boA  from  Vitginia  and 
Maryland,  oenaignad  to  mardMnts  not 
mispected  of  uq^  frnud ;  but  on  examinah 
feion  of  ibe  weights  bf  which  the  duties 
have  bec»  paU,  ihe^  apj^ciK  far  short  of 
the  weights  abore  montianed^  by  whidi 
the  loss  to  the  iwrennr  mu^.hmre.liecn 
Tery  oonsideraUa,  besides  what  htt^  arisen 
from  the  frauds  commitlad  at  exnortation, 
and  alao  from  all  the^antilies  of  tobaoce 
whidihave  been  relanded,  run»  or  tiaj 
othor  wi9^  procured  far  hone  «M<imqfitiflii 
without  payment  af  duty. 


The  nature  and  ettent  af  the  frmkU 
and  abuses  at  importation  are  coBfinned 
by  particular  instances  ^  frauds,  as  fd» 
lows: 

In  Jane  1727,  John  Midford 
imported  in  the  WiUiam  and 
Jane,  from  Virginia,  301  hoga- 
heilds  of  tobacco,  the  weisht  of 
which,  as  takeR  in  the  land  waip 
ters  book,  by  which  the  duty  lb*wtp 
was  duM^  tmounted  to         <*   199,257 

The  true  weights  taken  by  the 
Husband  (who  was  Midford'iB 
son)  an  looie  slips  of  naper, 
pasted  into  his  private  boos,  and 
which  are  connnned  by  the  ae- 
counts  of  sales  between  him  and 
the  planter,  as  f^ppears  by  Mid- 
fiMtrs  books  now  m  die  pesass- 
sioB  of  the  crowvy  and  wUch 
have  been  produeed  to  yow  com- 
mittee, are      ....  230,150 


Differenee  -  80,895 
The  dtt^  whereof  was  lost  to  the  croemu 
It  likewise  appeared  in  his  cash  book, 
that  money  was  paid  to  the  land  wa»> 
ters  by  wham  the  acoaunt  was  taken, 
who  w^re  bath  dismissed  on.  this  diaco^ 
very. 

By  a&  acfiount  of  sales,  in  the 
year  1729,  delivered  to  a  planter 
of  Maryland,  a  copy  of  which 
has  been  laid  before  your  Com* 
mittee»  and  is  mentioned  in.  Mr. 
Higgiasan^s  examination;  it  ap- 
pears^  on  eomparing  it  with  the 
land  waiter^s  bod(.  wherein  the 
eHib^  i#  made  at  importation, 
that  the  weigbis  of  17  hogtheads, 
as  taken,  taken  in  the  s^  book,  Ib.wt* 
amount  only  to        ...       8,961 

Whereaa  the  real  wejgbts  of 
the  same  hogshaadsiaa  ny  the 
account  afsatei  ware       •       •     12334 


Difference  -  8;S7S 
.  13ieduiy  whefeofwaahMittotheeroinn. 
Your  C<nnmittee  obaerve  that  the  me- 
diufu  of  S55  hog0heads^  imported  in  the 
siane  ship,  and  of  whi^  tnese  17  were 
part,  were  extremely  low,  being  no  mqr^ 
than  5211b.  wt^  from^hence  tfa^  iagreiMt 
reason  to  beUeve,*  that  the  like  fraud,  waa 
eonmiitted  in  the  whole  parcel,  thmigh  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain  any  proof  thereof^  one 
of  the  land  waiters  who  had  the  care 
of  this  ship  is  dead,  and  the  oUier  haa 
lately  been  dismissed,  being  conceraad 
M  odier  frauds  in  the  bnportattop  of  ta- 
bacco. 
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By  another  acdount  of  sales^ 
delivered  to  a  planter  of  Vir- 
dbia,  a  copy  of  vhich  was  lately 
ttki  before  your  Committee  by 
Mr.  Higginson,  it  ippears  that 
4  hogsheads,  contained  in  the 
said  account  of  sales,  on  com- 
paring them  with  the  land  wai- 
ters' book,  were  diarged  in  the 
aaid  book,  as  amounting  to.  no 
nore  than        ... 

Whereas  the  real  weights,  as 
by  the  account  of  sales,  were,   * 


lb.wt, 
2,559 

8,04f2 


Diffisrence  -  463 

In  these  4  hogsheads ;  the  duty  where- 
of was  lost  to  the  crown. 

Your  Committee  observe,  that  most  of 
the  other  ht^heads,  contained  in  the 
aaid  account  oisales,  were  cut  at  the  entry, 
Stt  partly  damaged,  for  which  no  duty  is 
para,  in  order  to  which  cutting,  the  at- 
tendance of  other  officers  is  necessarily 
required,  and  therefore  not  so  liable  to 
fimid.  It  is  further  observable,  that  209 
ixwaheads  were  imported  in  this  ship, 
ana  entered  by  the  same  merchant  by 
whom  this  account  was  made  up  ;  such  of 
them  as  were  not  cut,  as  damaged,  appear 
to  be  entered  considerably  hghter  than 
those  which  were  cut,  addmg  the  weight 
^  the  damaged  tobacco  cut  off,  to  the  re- 
maining weight  as  entered,  (which 'corro- 
borates the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Hig- 
ginson,  relating  to  the  account  of  sales  ibr 
tiie  4  hogsheads  abovementioned,)  and 
hkewise  very  much  lighter  than  the  hogs- 
heads imported  bv  another  merchant,  in 
the  same  ship ;  all  which  appears  on  exa- 
auning  the  land  waiter's  book :  one  of  the 
Jand  waiters  employed  in  the  deliveiy  of 
this  ship  is  since  dead,  and  the  other  has 
been  dismissed  for  being  concerned  in 
die  like  frauds,  in  the  importation  of  to- 
bacco. 

Mr.  Randolph  ac<][uainted  your  Com- 
aaittee  with  a  iraud  smce  1726,  by  short 
vcjgfata  at  entry  of  485  hogsheads  of 
Maryland  tobacco,  whereby  the  merchant 
got  SO  hogsheads  dear  oi  duty,  after  dis- 
dbarffing  all  his  bonds  for  that  entry, 
«iiic£  hogsheads  he  had  in  his  own  ware- 
house, and  they  weighed  one  with  another 
?OCIIb.  each. 

It  aMeais  by  Mr.  Fhilpot's  examina- 
tioD,  that  another  fraud  was  committed  in 
September  1731,  which  he,  having  dis- 
covered, went  to  the  merchant,  who  gave 
him  100  guineas  to  conceal  it,  which  he 
did  at  that  time,  iriiich  prevented  the  ob-^ 

[VOL.  IX.] 


A.  D.  1783.  pat 

taininpp  sufficient  proo&  for  a  prosecution, 
but  since  that  he  has  paid  the  100  gui- 
neas to  the  collector  of  uie  customs,  and 
made  this  discovery,  and  on  inspecting 
the  land  waiter's  books,  the  weights  of  this 
whole  cargo  appear  exceeding  ught. 

On  examining  several  of  the  land  waiters 
books,  there  appears  very  great  reason  to 
suspect  numerous  frauds  ofthis  nature,  by 
comparison  of  the  different  weights  of  the 
same  merchant's  Tobacco  entered  by  diffe- 
rent land  waiters,  and  of  cargoes  consigned 
to  different  merchants  in  uie  same  ship, 
and  of  different  years  importations,  with 
the  s^me  planters  marks;  which  your 
Committee  only  mention,  as  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  extensiveness  of  the  fraud,  and 
of  the  various  methods  by  which  it  ha« 
been  committed. 

In  order  to  which,  it  has  been  usual  for 
the  imfair  traders  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment with  particular  land  waiters  in  whona 
they  could  confide,  either  by  encouraging 
them  to  expect  a  gratuity,  according  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  merchant,  or  b^  a 
q[>ecific  agreement  for  a  certain  proportioB 
of  the  duty  saved  by  their  means,  even  to 
the  amount  of  cme  third,  or  one  half,  which 
often  arises  to  a  very  great  sum ;  and  thi^ 
has  been  done  as  to  some  particular  hog- 
sheads in  an  entry,  when  only  one  of  the 
land  waitets  has  been  in  the  secret,  by 
artful  contrivances  to  call  away  the  other 
land  wait^  during  the  delivery  of  the  ship, 
who  either  makes  up  his  book  in  confor- 
mity with  his  partners,  or  leavM  it  in  the 
hands  of  another  who  is  in  confederacy 
during  his  Absence;    and  notice  is  fre-^ 

SuenUy  given,  to  prevent  discoveries  on 
tie  approach  of  the  land  surveyor  to  in- 
spect; and  as  the  surveyors  sometimes 
cause  the  hogsheads  to  be  reweighed  which 
have  passed  Uie  scale,  the  land  waiter  tak^ 
down  the  real  weights  on  loose  papers,  in 
order  to  shew  to  the  surveyor  till  the 
hogsheads  are  carried  off  the  keys  ^whidi 
are  industriously  hurried  away]  ana  then 
they  enter  the  ^ort  weight  in  tneir  books, 
on  which  entry  the  payment  of  the  duty 
intirely  depends. . 

Some  ot  the  weighers  have  been  like- 
wise concerned  in  this  fraud  at  importa^ 
tion,  by  calling  out  short  weights;  but  this 
can  only  be  to  a  small  degree,  without  the 
connivance  of  the  land  waters,  since  it  is 
part  of  their  duty  to  examine  Uie  weights 
m  the  scale. 

At  the  taking,  the  weights  the  mer^ 
chant's  agent  usually  attends,  who  is  called 
the  husband  of  the  ship,  and  keep  a  book 
[HI] 
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of  the  same  nature  with  the  land  waiters ; 
he  and  the  Iftnd  waiters  meet  together  in 
order  to  make  their  books  correspond,  and 
any  difference  is  adjusted  by  me  agree- 
ment of  any  two  accounts,  which  is  ano- 
ther artifice  made  use  of  where  but  one 
land  waiter  is  concerned  in  the  fraud;  and 
when  a  land  waiter  is  cautious  for  his  own 
^e,  and  unwilling  to  trust  an  agent  or 
husband  of  the  merchant,  the  merchant 
sometimes  acts  as  husband  himself,  and 
sometimes  leaves  the  delivery  of  the  ehip 
solely  to  thp  land  waiter  in  whom  he  cou- 
fidea. 

The  traders  concerned  in  these  frauds, 
among  other  arts,  often  suffered  their  ships 
to  lie  several  days  without  making  an 
entry,  till  the  land  waiters  they  rely  on 
happened  to  be  stationed  at  the  key  where 
they  intended  to  unload. 

Before  your  Committee  enter  upon  the 
|)articulars  of  the  ^uds  committed  at  ex- 
portation, they  think  it  necessary  to  give  a 
short  account  of  the  methot^  used  in  order 
to  obtain  a  debenture,  for  the  draw- 
back of  the  du^  paid,  and  discharge  of 
the  bonds  given  at  unportation. 

First  the  importer,  or  his  agent,  brings  a 
note  expressing  the  number  of  pounds  in- 
tended to  be  shipped,  specifying  the  time 
when,  in  what  ship,  and  from  whence  im- 
ported ;  upon  which  the  collector  inwards 
gives  him  a  certificate  of  the  paying  or 
securing  the  duties,  which  is  ukewise 
'sworor  to  by  the  merchant  or  his  agent ;  on 
producing  such  certificate  so  sworn  to,  the 
collector  outwards  gives  him  a  cocquet  or 
warrant  for  shipping,  on  the  back  of^ which 
cocquet  tlie  merchant  is  to  indorse  the 
weight  g£  eadi  hogshead  intended  to  be 
txported. 

When  the  Tobacco  is  brought  to '  be 
shipped,  the  cocquet  is  delivered  by  the 
merchant  to  the  searchers,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  see  that  the  endorsements  are  nght,  and 
in  case  they  appear  otherwise  the  Tobacca 
is  forfeited ;  but  your  Committee  observe, 
the  practice  has  been  to  weigh  a  few 
hogsneads,  only,  on  each  exportation,  and 
in  case  the  weights  of  those  appear  to  be 
right,  to  suffsr  the  remainder  to  be  shipped, 
according  to  the  indorsement;  which  prac- 
tice has  been  introduced  in  ease  of  the 
merchant,  and  dispatch  of  business,  but 
has  given  opportunity  for  considerable 
frauds ;  afler  the  Tobacco  is  shipped,  a 
debenture  is  made  out  in  pursuance  of  the 
former  certificate,  for  sudi  a  quantity,  as 
'  the  searchers  certify  there<m  to  nave  been 
put  on  board,  to  tha  payHientirhertof  1^ 


exporter  is  intitled  within  a  m<mth  after 
the  ship  is  sailed* 

Some  of  the'  fiuuds  at  exportation,  in 
order  to  obtain  debentures,  which  the 
exporters  are  not  legally  intided  unto,  are, 
b}^  shipping  corrupt  or  damaged  Tobacco, 
mi^ed  with  dirt,  rubbish  and  sand,  and  by 
shipping  stalks  alone,  stripped  from  tlie 
leaf,  wmch  by  Act  cf  Paniament  are  to 
receive  no  drawback. 

The  particulars  of  these  Frauds  your 
Committee  forbear  to  mention,  as  wanting 
no  explanation,  and  will  wpipear  in  the  re- 
turns of  the  Commissioners  of  the  customs 
and  their  solicitors,  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  House,  and  since  referred  to  this 
Committee,  and  in  the  Examinations  an- 
nexed. 

Your  Committee  have  likewise  had  a 
fraud  jriven  in  evidence,  by  Thomas  Parr, 
esq.  of  Datchet,  which  though  it  be  of  so 
long  standing,  being  committed  in  the  year 
1705,  yet  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  is  not 
improbable  to  have  been  since  practised. 

The  Fact  was  as  follows :  m  the  year 
1704«,  or  1705,  he  had  consigned  to  his 
care,  in  Holland,  a  quantity  of  Roll 
Tobacco,  by  Mr.  Slyford,  and  Mr.  Taub- 
man,  then  merchants  in  London,  amount- 
ing to  eight  or  nine  hundred  hogsheads, 
in  each  of  which  rolls  was  contained  a 
piece  of  lead,  of  two  or  three  inches  thick 
and  six  or  seven  inches  long,  for  which 
they  had  obtained  a  drawback  for  the  duty 
as  Tobacco. 

The  advantage  arising  to  the  unfair 
trader  by  these  several  fraudulent  exporta- 
tions  is,  the  discharging  his  bonds  giv^n  at 
importation,  by  which  means  there  re- 
mains in  his  hands  a  quantiw  of  good^ 
Tobacco  equal  to  the  weight  of'^  the  trash 
and  other  materials  so  exported,  which  he 
sells  for  home  consumption,  without  pay- 
ment of  any  duty. 

But  one,  of  the  greatest  frauds  on 
exportation,  and  which  has  been  very 
detrimental  to  the  revenue,  is  by  the  un- 
fair traders  indorsing,  on  the  back  of  their 
cockets,  considerably  greater  weights  than 
the  hogsheads  actually  contained,  and  by 
this  means  discharging  bonds  for  more 
than  the  real  exportation,  from  whence 
the  like  consequence  must  follow,  ^at 
there  will  remain  in  their  hands  large 
quantifies  of  Tobacco  for  home  consump- 
tion, witiMMit  pa3nnent  ci  duty  as  Hf^M^aaid ; 
the  nature  of  which  frauds  will  appear 
firom  the  following  instancies. 

Your  Committee  received  cm  account 
from  the  Custom  House,  of  an^itrymade 
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the  ISth  of  last  month  of  8,064*  lb.  weight, 
of  roll  Tobacco  for  exportation,  the  cer- 
tificate of  importation  and  payment  of 
duties  being  in  the  name  of  Mr.  William 
Black,  John  Cox  being  the  exporter ;  but 
on  examination  theife  appeared  to  be  no 
more  than  6^25lb.  weight,  which  is  1,2591b. 
wei^tless  than  the  mdorsement;  upon 
which  the  whole  quantity  was  seized,  and 
is  ordered  to  be  prosecuted. 

Your  Committee  on  this  sent  for  Mr. 
^adc,  in  order  to  inquire  into  this  fact, 
who  on  his  examination  acquainted  your 
Committee,  that  Mr.  Cox  the  manufac- 
turer came  to  his  brother  to  desire  an  en- 
tnr  for  this  quantity  of  Tobacco ;  upon 
which  his  brother  gave  him  one  without 
examining  the  Bill  of  Parcels,  by  which 
the  Tobacco  was  sold  to  Cox ;  that  he 
believes  his  brother  gave  him  the  oldest 
entry  Uiat  s^ppeared  in  his  book;  and 
that  it  is  the  general  practice,  on  any 
exportation,  to  take  such  oldest  entry,  in 
oraer  to  disdiarge  the  bonds  given  thereon, 
and  that  it  is  not  underitood  to  be  neces- 
sary to  export  the  individual  Tobacco, 
neither  by  Uie  merchants,  nor  the  officers. 

Your  Committee  think  it  their  duty  to  be 
very  particular  in  the  account  of  the  fol- 
lowing fraud,  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
sdiicitors  accounts  of  frauds  annexed  to 
the  return  of  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms  delivered  to  the  House,  and  since 
referred  to  this  Committee,  which  might 
have  been  inserted  under  the  head  of  mi- 
portation;  but  as  in  this  single  instance  are 
cimtained  almost  every  considerable  abuse 
in  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  they  chose 
to  defer  it  to  this  place,  that  the  House 
may  see  at  one  view  in  what  manner  these 
frauds  are  committed ;  the  fact  is  as  fol- 
lows. 

In  September  1782,  Mr.  John  Peele 
entered  m  the  James  and  Mary,  from 
Maryland^  310  hogsheads  of  Tobacco,  for 
whi<^  he  paid  the  duty  in  ready  money, 
near  200  nogsheads  of  which  he  sold  in 
October  following  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hyam, 
Sir  exportation,  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly exported  immediately  oh  delivery: 
It  amem  on  these  200  hogsheads,  tliat 
tfae_  duties  paid  at  importation  according 
to  Ae  weights  in  the  land  waiters  books, 
were  short  of  the  real  weights  by  13,292 
poonds  of  Tobacco^  it  likewise  appears 
on  exportation,  that  the  certificate  sworn 
to  bj  WiUiam  Cameron  for  Mr.  Peele, 
IB  order  to  obtam  debentures,  was  to 
iBsc^iarge  bonds  given  on  a  former  entry 
for  WiTgim^  Tobacco  imported  in  No- 
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▼ember  '1731 ;    that  the  indorsement  on 
the  cocquet,  which  was  made   by  Mr. 
Peele,  or  his  Servant,  in  order  to  receive 
the  debenture,  exceeded  the  real  weights , 
actually  shipped  by  8,288lb.  weight  To-' 
bacco,  so  that  the  total  of  pounds  weight, 
on  which  the  duty  would  have  been  gained  , 
by  this  fraud,  had  not  the  discharge  of 
the    bonds   been  stopped    on   this    dis- 
covery, amounts  to  21,530  pounds  To- 
bacco. 

The  several  Facts  abovementioned  i^- 
pear  to  your  Committee  from  the  following 
examinaUon.  Your  Committee  thought  it 
proper  to  send  for  the  said  Mr.  Hyam,  a 
merchant  of  good  credit,  and  considerably 
concerned  in  the  Tobacco  trade,  who  acr 
cordingly  appeared,  and  on  examination 
gave  your  Conmiitteea  full  account,  as 
fer  as  his  knowledge  went,  of  this  whole 
transaction,  in  the  miudulent  part  of  which 
he  appeared  not  to  have  the  l^t  concern ; 
and  being  likewise  examined  as  to  other 
particulars  relating  to  the  trade  in  general, 
gave  your  Committee  material  informations 
with  the  greatest  ingenuity  and  candour.  . 

He  acknowledged  the  biaving  purchased 
of  Mr.  Peele  the  said  200  hogsheads  of 
Tobacco  in  October  last ;  that  ne  himself 
attended  at  the  scale,  when  delivered  to 
him,  and  they  were  sent  directly  to  the 
key ;  and  bein^  asked  as  to  the  weights, 
he  produced  his  bill  of  parcels,  whidi  he . 
attested  to  contain  the  real  weights,  and, 
left  a  copy  thereof  with  the  Committee. 
Being  asked,  as  to  the  species  of  Tobacco 
and  when  it  was  inserted,  he  acquainted 
your  Committee  that  it  wa^  Maryland  To- 
bacco, and  of  a  late  importation,  having 
given  a  price  for  it  as  new  Tobacco,  which 
was  more  than  he  would  have  given  for  old, 
the  difference  of  which  is  easily  discerned 
by  persons  skilled  in  that  trade ;  that  he  is 
fully  convinced  that  almost  all  the  said  200 
hogsheads  were  a  part  of  the  310  imported 
in  die  James  and  Mary  as  aforesaid,  naving 
compared  the  marks  and  numbers  of  those 
he  bought  with  the  marks  and  numbers  in 
the  land  waiters  book  taken  at  the  delivery 
of  the  said  James  and  Mary ;  which  book 
was  produced  to  him  at  the  Committee, 
and  upon  comparison  of  the  real  weights, 
as  bought  by  him  with  the  weights  in  the 
said  book  by  which  the  duty  was  paid,  it 
speared  that  many  of  the  hogsheaos  were 
entered  lib.  weight  and  upwards  short  of 
their  real  weights,  andj>n  comparing  the 
real  weights  with  the  indorsement  on  the 
(docket  at  exportation,  a  copy  of  whlt:h  was 
likewise  produced  to  him  by  the  Commit* 
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tee,  it  appeared  that  seteral  of  the  hogs- 
heads were  indorsed  thereon  as  weighing 
^b.  and  Sib.  weight  and  upwards  more 
than  the  real  weights. 

It  further  appeared  to  the  Committee 
that  he  was  no  way  concerned  in  the 
entry  outwards,  Mr.  Feele  having  (at  his 
awn  reque8t)acted  by  commission  from 
Mm,  which  appears  by  the  oath  on  the 
certificate  and  on  the  debentures,  which  is 
frequently  the  practice,  tlie  seller  being  to 
run  all  risques  till  the  Tobacco  is  actually 
on  board,  when  such  Tobacco  is  sold  (at 
what  ircalled  the  short  price)  for  expor- 
tation. 

Being  asked  whether  any  of  the  hogs- 
heads bought  by  him  were  repacked, 
which  is  the  only  excuse  that  can  possibly 
be  made  to  weaken  the  eridence  of  the 
fraud  at  exportation,  he  assured  your 
Committee  he  was  confident  none  of  Uiem 
were,  if  any  of  them  had  he  would  not 
have  taken  them,  and  should  have  seen  it 
at  the  scale,  it  being  easily  discerned  on 
broudng  up  the  hogshead  to  draw  the 
second  sample,  which  iq  always  done  at 
^feighing  them  off  to  the  purchaser. 

On  tms  discovery  the  pommissioners  of 
the  customs  have  ordered  a  stop  to  be  put 
to  the  disdiarge  of  the  bonds,  and  have 
dismissed  the  land  waiters  employed  in 
the  delivery  of  the  James  and  Mary 
aforesaid. 

.  This  allegation  of  the  hogsheads  being 
repacked  before  exportation,  is  pleaded  as 
an  excuse  for  what  has  appeared  to  your 
Committee,  that  the  hotheads  at  expor- 
tation are  ^nerally  heavier  than  the  hogs- 
heads at  unportation,  and  Mr.  Black  on 
exammation  alleged  it  was  often  the  prac- 
tice to  repack;  but  on  examining  Mr. 
Hyam,  he  acquainted  your  Committee 
that  he  thought  the  contrary  fVom  his  own 
e:aperience,  particularly  as  to  Oronoko 
Tobacco,  that  he  never  repacked  any  of 
his  own,  excepting  the  packing  of  the 
(samples  he  had  drawn,  or  where  a  small 
quantity  might  be  wanting  to  complete  an 
entry  outwards. 

That  he  had  the  like  reason  to  believe 
it  was  not  the  practice  of  the  trade  in- 
general,  having  bought  great  quantities  of 
other  persons,  in  order  for  exportation, 
whidi  were  never  repacked,  and  particu- 
larly of  Mr.  Black,  none  of  which  were 
repacked  to  the  best  of  his  memory  and 
belief,  and  thinks  the  importers  do  not 
repac^  where  they  export  themselves, 
tuuess  m  the  abovementioned  cases,  and 
when  the  Tobacco  has  received  consider 


rable  damage,  the  repacking  being  preki- ' 
dicial  to  the  sale,  as  to  the  value  of  &* 
Tobacco. 

He  likewise  informed  your  Committee^ 
that  some  small  alteration  in  /  the  weights 
might  possibly  arise  from  the  diffisrence  t€ 
the  weather,  either  as  to  increase  or  de^ 
crease,  but  generally  the  latter,  and  on 
2,987  hogsheads  imported  by  himself 
within  the  last  four  years,  the  decrease  had 
been  11, 8061b.  and  whenever  an  increase 
£^pears  of  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  or  up* 
wards,  it  is  almost  a  demonstration  of  fraudy 
and  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  alteratioa 
of  weather  or  other  accident. 

The  substance  of  this  evidence,  as  U> 
the  not  re-packing  Oronoko  tobacco,  is 
likewise  confirmed  by  the  examinatltm  ef 
Mr.  Higginson  and  Mr.  Philpot,  to  whi(^ 
your  Committee  refer. 

Having  gone  through  the  several  frauds 
at  importation,  and  exportation,  your  Com- 
mittee think  it  proper  to  take  notice  of  ano* 
ther  Fraud,  whidb,  though  it  bears  some  re* 
ladon  to  the  exportation,  may  properly  be 
distinguished  by  another  name,  viz.  re-land- 
ing after  having  obtained  ddientures  for 
the  drawback,  ^diich  tobacco  so  rehmded 
is  sold  for  home  consumpti<m  under  the 
market  price,  in  prejudice  to  the  fair  trader* 

The  Quantities  A  tobacco  which  appear 
to  be  relandedf  from  the  accounts  m  the 
custom  house,  being  only  such  as  have 
been  actually  seized  or  where  particular 
informations  have  been  given  in  order  to  a 
prosecution  for  the  peiudties,  do  not  m* 
pear  to  be  very  considerable;  notwith- 
standiiig  which,  your  Committee  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  this  fraud  of  re-land- 
ing has  been  very  extensive,  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowmg  evidence. 

First  from  the  returns  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs,  delivered  to  the 
Houre,  and  since  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee, containing  an  Account  of  the 
several  informations  they  had  received  of 
re-landing  tobacco,  particularly  from  Dun- 
kirk, and  the  Isle^  of  Guernsey,  Jersey, 
and  Man. 

In  the  second  place,  from  the  endence 
of  Francis  Menetone,  who  lived  several 
years  in  Ostend,  and  was  employed  in 
cutting  and  manu&cturing  of  tobacco  im- 
ported thither,  from  En»and,  and  thea 
packing  it  up  in  papers  of  a  pound  weieht 
each,  and  in  ba^^  of  100  pound  wet^t, 
which  were  again  put  on  board  Engli^and 
Irish  vessels  ;  from  the  evidence  of  J<^m 
Howell  who  Uved  many  years  in  Flanders^ 
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and  has  freqaentlj  obserted  eeveral  auan^ 
tkies  of  tobacco  imported  into  Ostena  and 
Dimkirky  and  there  repacked  in  bales  of  100 
pound  weight  each>  and  then  again  put  on 
board  En^iflh  and  Iri^  vessels  who  waited 
^ere  for  that  purpose,  and  which  were 
am^ojed  m  re-landing  it  in  England  or 
Irdand  ;  particulars  of  which  will  appear 
in  his  examination  hereunto  annexed,  and 
that  this  trade  is  now  principally  carried 
on  at  Dunkirk,  there  bein^  no  duties  p«d 
there  at  landing  or  exportug,  as  Uiere  are 
atOstend. 

These  Informations  are  corroborated  b j 
an  account  given  your  Committee,  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Hyam  abovenamed,  that  there  has 
lately  been  considerable  tmandties  of  sweet- 
acented  tobacco  exported  to  Dunkirk  (to 
which  place  he  deals  himself)  which  is  not 
a  proper  species  for  that  market,  and  he 
has  reason  to  believe  is  widi  design  to  re- 
land  it  in  Great  Britain  or  Iremd,  and 
that  he  had  information  from  his  corres- 
poddent  at  Dunkirk  about  twelve  months 
agc^  4^  nine  British  vessels  at  a  time, 
ludng  in  cargoes  of  tobacco  there. 

The  vessefe  employed  in  this  nnuggling 
trade,  take  out  clearances  for  the  ports  m 
SpesD,  Portugal,  or  some  other  foreign 
country,  in  order  to  produce,  in  case  they 
are  met  with  on  the  coast  of  Britain,  or  Ire- 
land, whOe  they  are  endeavouring  to  run 
their  cai^o. 

The  Method  of  taking  out  clearances 
for  foreign  countries,  is  likewise  frequehtly 
practised  in  several  of  the  nor^em  and 
western  ports,  when  the  tobacco  is  in- 
tended to  be  run  in  Ireland,  in  order  to 
obtain  debentures,  which  could  not  be 
received  (if  entered  for  that  kingdom) 
without  producing  a  certificate  from  the 
principal  officers  of  the  customs  at  the 
port  where  it  is  landed  there ;  whereas, 
no  certificate  is  by  law  required  of  the 
landing  in  any  foreign  port ;  and  though 
the^  commissioners  of  the  customs  have 
ibe^uentl^  stopped  the  debentures  on  sus- 
picion or  infonnation  of  the  tobacco  being 
dandestindy  landed  in  Irdand,  yet  this 
method  has  been  found  ineffi^tual  to  put  a 
atop  to  the  fraud,  for  want  of  sufficient 
evidence,  which  is  very  difficidt  to  be  ob- 
tained, as  to  the  landing  there. 

There  have  been  likewise  considen^le 
quantities  <^  tobacco  run  without  payment 
of  duty,  whidi  have  been  seized  and  con- 
demned, amounting  to  958,745  lb.  wt. 
Brace  Christmas  17^,  in  which  quantity  is 
ooirtained  the  tdbacco  relan^ed  after  ex- 
portation ;  and  protecotions  for  the  penal- 


ties have  been  carried  on  for  odier  quan* 
tities,  where  the  persons  concerned  have 
been  convicted,  others  have  ccmipounded, 
have  been  made  evidence,  died  or  ab- 
sconded, upon  which  the  prosecutiona 
have  been  discontinued. 

In  the  return  of  the  commisskmers  of 
die  customs  to  the  House,  since  referred  to 
this  Committee,  is  contained  a  narrative 
of  another  considerable  fraud  discovered 
in  the  year  17^,  which  consisted  in  the 
stealing  and  pilfering  several  quantitiea 
of  tobacco,  from  on  board  the  ships  on  , 
the  river  of  Thames,  and  at  the  tune  of 
landing,  which  fraud  was  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  socking.  For  the  parti- 
culars of  which,  your  Committee  think 
prOT)erto  refer  to  the  said  Report,  to  avoid 
prolixity :  this  was  carried  on  for  several 
years  to  a  very  great  degree  by  the  tides- 
men  on  board,  the  porters  on  the  kejrs, 
the  mates,  the  boatswains,  and  crews  of 
the  several  ships,  by  the  lightermen  and 
by  the  coopers,  and  other  persons  in  the 
merchants  service:  in  consequence  of  this 
discovery,  three  tidesmen,  one  cooper,  and 
two  lightermen  were  convicted,  and  or* 
dered  for  transportation ;  one  boatswain, 
one  tidesman,  and  one  porter,  were  <x)n- 
victed,  and  ordered  to  be  puUidy  whipped 
on  the  keys,  imd  i^out  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tidesmen  and  other  inferior  officer! 
were  dismissed. 

The  tobacco  so  stolen  was  lodged  in 
houses  on  each  side  of  the  river  and  near 
the  kejrs,  inhabited  by  persons  emfrfoyed 
in  receiving  and  disposmg  of  the  same,  in 
which  houses  were  seized  at  that  time  20 
tons  of  tobacco,  of  which  quantity  22,741 
lb.  weight  was  condemned  and  forfeited, 
and  the  remainder  e8Ciq[>ed  for  want  of 
sufficient  proof.  It  appeared,  that  tlua 
tobacco  was  sold  by  the  receivers  to  seve^ 
ral  considerable  dealers  in  town,  many  of 
whom  appeared  to  have  bousht  large 
quantities,  as  was  acknowledged  by  some 
of  them,  tiiough  they  denied  their  know- 
ing it  to  be  run. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  gone 
throu^  the  several  Frauds  committed  in 
this  branch  o£  the  revenue  at  itifkportation 
and  exportation,  by  relandrng,  running, 
and  stealing  dr  soclang,  think  it  their  duty 
to  make  some  observations  on  the  whole^ 
as  the  several  articles  relate  to  the  loss 
sustained  in  the  public  revenue,  to  the 
diminution  of  the  balance  of  trade,  to  the 
nation,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  &ir  trader, 
the  injury  done  to  the  planters  abroad,  tho 
injustice  to,  and  frequently  the  ruin  of  ^e 
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peraonfl  bound  for  the  inmortery  and  the 
fatal  consequences  which  have  often  at- 
tended the  tactors  themselves. 

As  to  the  firsts  the  loss  to  the  public 
Revenue  is  apparently  very  great  by  all 
those  branches  of  Fraud,  the  amount  of 
that  revenue  arising  indrely  from  the 
duties  actually  paid  for  the  Tobacco  con- 
Mimed  at  home,  after  deduction  of  the 
aeveral  debentures  for  the  payment  of 
money  and  discharge  of  bonds,  and  conse- 
quently the  amount  of  short  weights  at 
entry,  and  over  weights  at  exportation, 
are  a  diminution  of  the  duties  wnich  must 
otherwise  be  paid  for  home  consumption, 
as  are  likewise  all  such  quantities  as  are 
re-landed,  run,  or  socked,  as  aforesaid, 
which  supply  the  home  consumption  with- 
outpayment  of  duty. 

Tne  great  inducement  and  temptation 
to  commit  these  frauds,  both  at  importa- 
tion and  exportation,  arises  from  the 
method  of  securing  the  duties  by  bonding, 
and  discharging  uese  bonds  at  exporta- 
tion. 

The  abuse  on  the  public  arising  from 
hence,  is  ^he  dischargbg  old  bonds  by 
new  importations,  contrary  to  law,  and 
even  contrary  to  the  oath  taken  by  the 
importer ;  and  that  this  is  too  general  a 
practice,  appears  from  the  concurrent  evi- 
dence of  all  the  nersons  examined  by  your 
Committee ;  a  flagrant  instance  of  which 
is  above  stated  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Peale, 
who  appears  to  have  obtained  debentures, 
to  discharge  bonds  given  a  twelve  month 
before,  on  an  entry  from  Virginia  by  a  new 
exportation  of  ^laryland  Tobacco:  By 
this  means,  the  merchant  is  enabled  to  get 
into  his  hands  a  considerable  sum  o£  money 
to  be  employed  in  trade,  at  interest,  or  in 
any  other  manner  that  he  thinks  proper, 
to  the  hazard  of  the  revenue,  selling  only 
ene  cargo  of  Tobacco  for  home  consump- 
tion for  which  he  gave  bond;  on  such  sale 
be  receives  the  fidl  price,  as  if  the  duty 
ilpere  paid :  By  this  means  he  is  in  pos- 
session of  a  sum  equal  to  the  duties  oi  the 
said  Tobacco,  accountable  to  nobody  till 
the  expiration  of  IB  months,  when  the 
bonds  will  become  payable,  or,  as  some 
have  insisted,  of  three  years;  and  if  before 
that  time  there  is  consigned  to  him  a  new 
cargo,  equal  in  quantity  to  the  former,  by 
disdiargmg  his  bonds  with  this  new  im- 
portation ^and  so  from  year  to  year)  he 
continues  m  possession  of  the  aforesaid 
sum ;  and  it  ha9  oflcn  happened,  that  by 
adventuring  this  money  m  unsuccessful 
undertakings!  the  crown  has  sufiered,  and 


the  bondsmen,  and  the  merchant  himself, 
have  been  involved  in  one  common  cala- 
mity: This  abuse  appears  from  the  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  Block;  and  the  nature 
of  it  is  very  amply  and  distinctly  set  forth 
in  the  examination  of  Mr.  Hyam  before- 
mentioned,  as  likewise  in  the  examinatioa 
of  Mr.  Higffinson. 

Another  loss  to  the  nation  in  general, 
from  this  method  of  bonding,  arises  frofn 
the  temptation  the  factors  are  under,  to 
export  or  sell  for  exportation  the  Tobac* 
coes  entrusted  to  their  care,  without  any 
regard  to  the  price,  and  merely  to  dis- 
charge their  bonds ;  by  wliich  mean^  the 
balance  of  this  proiQtable  branch  of  trade 
is  consideraUy  lessened  by  clogging  and 
overloading  the  markets  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  consequently  depreciating  the 
commodity :  How  injurious  this  must  like- 
wise be  to  the  fair  trader,  is  too  manifest  to 
need  any  illustration,  since  by  this  means 
the  commodities  he  has  purchased  for  ex- 
portation must  lie  on  his  hands  abroad, 
witliout  an}^  possibility  of  disposing  of 
them  to  advantage,  as  he  might  otherwise 
have  done ;  and  by  this  means  it  is  i^ 
parent  hqw  greatly  the  planter  is  injured 
m  the  sale,  and  sometimes  even  brought  in 
debt,  while  the  factor  receives  his  fldl  com- 
mission, even  for  the  duty  bonded  and 
drawn  back  by  such  hasty  exportations 
(which  in  this  case  seems  to  be  his  prin- 
cipal view) :  That  this  has  been  too  muc^ 
practised  and  has  been  of  long  conti* 
nuance,  flilly  appears  by  the  Memorial  of 
the  council  of  Vir^nia,  sent  to  the  board 
of  trade  so  long  smce  as  the  year  1713, 
and  is  confirmed  by  the  examination  of 
Mr.  Hyam,  and  was  greatly  complahied  of 
by  sir  John  Randolph  on  ^behalf  of  the 
planters. 

Hie  method  of  discharging  old  bonds  by 
new  importations,  is  likewise  very  grievous 
and  injurious  to  the  sureties  bound  widi  the 
merchant  to  the  crown,  since  by  this  means 
they  continue  subject  to  the  debt,  lone 
after  the  tobacco,  for  the  duties  of  whi<£ 
they  were  bound,  has  been  either  exported 
or  sold  for  home  consumption,  which  has 
bee^  the  unfortunate  case  of  almost  all 
those  who  were  security  for  such  mer- 
chants as  died,  or  broke,  indebted  to  the 
crown,  many  of  whom  have  been  undone 
thereby. 

Your  Committee  proceeded,  in  the  next 
place,  to  examine  into  the  Frauds  and 
Abuses  committed  in^  the  Customs,  in  the 
branches  of  tea  and  brandy,  which  two 
commodities  seem  to  &U  under  the  tame 
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consideration,  both  as  they  are  blended 
together  in  the  returns  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs,  and  as  they  are 
usually  carried  on  by  the  same  persons* 

Th^  Frauds  are  grown  to  so  great  a 
he^hty  and  carried  on  in  such  a  violent 
and  outrageous  manner  by  the  persons 
concerned  in  them,  as  seems  to  call  very 
strongly  for  the  assistance  of  the  legislature 
to  put  a  stop  to  their  prcM^ress.  The  smug- 
glero  being  grown  to  such  a  degree  of  in- 
solence, as  to  carry  on  their  wicked  prac- 
tioes  by  force  and  vidence,  not  only  in 
the  country,  and  remote  parts  of  the  kmff- 
dmn,  but  even  in  the  city  of  London  itseUT, 
going  in  gangs,  armed  with  swords,  pistols 
and  other  weapons,  even  to  the  number  of 
ibrty  cir  fifty,  by  which  means  they  have 
been  too  stronff,  not  only  for  the  officers  of 
the  revenue,'  but  for  the  civil  magistrates 
dianselves,  who  have  not  been  able  to  put 
a  stop  to  these  pernicious  practices,  even 
by  the  assistance  of  such  regular  forces  as 
have  been  sent  to  their  aid,  and  dispersed 
along  the  coast  at  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country.    The  sloops  and 
boats  appointed  for  preventing  the  running 
of  goods,  have  been  likewise  frequently 
beat  off  by  great  numbers  of  armed  men 
CO  board  the  smuggling  vessels,  nor  have 
the  larger  sloops,  which  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  admiralty  at  proper  sta- 
tions, though  they  have  made  considerable 
seizures,  been  hitherto  able  to  deter  them. 
The  number  of  custom-house  officers  who 
have  been  beaten,  abused,  4md  wounded 
since  Christmas  1723,  being  no  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fi%,  besides  six  others, 
who  have  been  actUJEdly  murdered  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

Nor  does  there  seem  any  thing  to  have 
been  waiting  in  the  endeavours  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  revenue,  to  discourage  and 
pot  a  stop  to  these  practices,  by  seizures 
«Dd  prosecutions  as  far  as  the  law  would 
-OEteod,  there  having  been  no  less  than 
251,320%.  weight  of  tea  and  652,924  gal- 
lons of  brandy,  seized  and  condemned,  and 
imwards  of  2,000  persons  prosecuted  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Custops  only 
since  /the  year  t72S,  besides  what  mav 
lia?e  been  done  at  the  exc'se  office,  whicn 
:does  not  properly  fall  under  the  exainina- 
tioD  <^your  Committee.  Besides  which, 
there  have  been  condemned,  in  the  same 
taoe,  229  boats  and  other  vessels  employed 
,  la  this  clandestine  trade,  185  of  whicb  liave 
been  burnt,  and  destroyed ;  and  the  re- 
naiaiBg  44  have  been  employed  in  the 
aerrice  ciib»  crown :  the  particulars  of  all 


A.  D.  173*.  [1T4 

which  being  very  voluminous  are  contained 
in  the  several  returns  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Customs  since  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee, which  the  shortness  of  the  time 
has  not  allowed  us  to  examine  or  report  sa 
minutely  as  m^ht  otherwise  have  been 
done. 

Your  Committee  having  received  in- 
formaticm  that  Gabriel  Tomkins,  now  a 
prisoner  in  the  county  gaol  of  Surry,  for 
returning  from  transportation,  to  whidi  he 
was  sentenced  for  an  assault  on  the  (Mcen 
of  the  Customs  in  the  year  1722,  was  wil* 
ling  to  declare  what  he  knew  of  the  prac- 
Uce  of  running  goods ;   your  Committee 
ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  them  to  be 
examined,  and  he.  delivered  to  them  a  list 
of  several  grocers  and  other  shopkeepers 
in  London,  Westminster,  and  Southwark, 
with  whom  he  had  had  dealings  about 
three  years  ago,  for  the  quanticy  of  15  or 
20,000/6.  weight  of  tea  and  cofee,  in  a 
year,  and  acquainted  ^e  Committee,  that, 
since  that  time,  he  had  employed  other 
persons  to  sell  for  him :  that  he  used  to 
nire  vessels  to  go  over  into  Zealand,  to 
buy  tea  and  other  goods  there,  which  he 
and  his  confederates  used  to  land  on  the 
coast  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  in  the  night- 
time,  which  goods  they  always  conveyed 
to  London,  in  compames  of  ten  or  twelve 
armed :  that  thev  travelled  in  the  m'ght- 
time,  and  generally  lodged  their  goods  five 
or  six  miles  out  of  town,  in  houses  hired 
for  that  purpose,  and  then  brought  them 
up^y  lOOlb.  or  200/6.  weight  at «  time,  im 
the  night,  or  at  breaking  up  of  the  watch, 
when  they  disposed  of  them  to  several 
grocers  and  druggists,  sometimes  at  their 
own  houses,  and  sometimes  the  grocers 
met  them  in  coaches,  and  took  the  goods 
from  them,  and  the  smaller  quantities  were 
sent  by  portera  employed  by  the  greets : 
among  others  he  named  one  Cal^  Leigh 
who  used  to  receive  goods  firom  him  at  the 
Saracen's  Head  in  Carter  Lane,  and  ano« 
ther  whom  your  Committee  have  not  been 
able  to  find:  that diey  were genei^y  paid 
at  the  delivery  of  the  goods  or  the  next 
day,  the  tea  rormerly  selling  from  9  to  lOf. 
per  pound,  and  of  late  years  from  5to6s.i 
and  that  he  knew  of  great  quantities  of 
brandy  run  out  of  the  colliers,  which  they 
take  in  at  sea  out  of  finreign  vessels:  hie 
likewise  informed  your  Committee  of  other 
raags,  and  other  particulars,  which  your 
Committee  fod)ear  to  mention,  lest  the 
discovery  might  be  prejudicial  to  any  pro- 
secution which  may.  be  commenced;  k 
being  too  notorious,  that  the  persons  < 
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oerned  in  these  wicked  practices  frequently 
procure  evidences  ready  to  swear  whatever 
they  are  instructed,  and  to  model  them  ac- 
cordingly,  whenever  they  are  i^prized  of 
the  nature  of  such  prosecution:  this  will 
evidently  appear  by  the  Examination  of 
Mr.  Isaac  Poulsum,herein  aHermentioned. 
Your  Conmutteethen  sent  for  Caleb  Leigh, 
whom  they  likewise  examined;  and  on 
asking  him  whether  he  knew  Tomkins,  he 
absolutely  denied  it,  and  persisted  in  his 
denial,  as  likewise  that  he  ever  received 
any  tea  or  other  goods  at  the  Saracen's 
Head  in  Little  Carter  Lane,  though  he  was 
frequently  desired  by  your  Committee  to 
recollect :  he  was  tnen  ordered  to  with- 
draw, and  being  some  time  after  called  in 
a^ain,  he  owned  that  he  had  two  or  three 
times  carried  goods  for  one  Wood  from 
the  Saracen's  Head  (by  which  name  it 
appears  Tomkins  went  at  that  time)  which 
'Wood)  or  his  man,  toc^  from  him  in  the 
street,  which  appeared  to  be  contrary  to 
Tomluns's  evidence:  he  likewise  acquainted 
the  Committee  with  one  or  two  places 
where  he  had  carried  small  quantities,  but 
absolutely  denied  his  dealing  for  himself, 
'  or  knowmg  any  further  particulars,  and 
grossly  prevaricated  in  all  his  answers,  with 
which  your  Committee  thought  it  their 
duty  to  acquaint  the  House ;  upon  which 
he  was  taken  into  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  arms.  A  few  days  aner,  beins  again 
examined,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
carried  goods  several  times  ti-om  Wood  at 
the  Saracen's  Head,  agreeable  to  Tom- 
kins's  examination,  and  ukewise  from  seve- 
ral other  places,  and  from  other  gangs  of 
smugglers ;  the  particulars  of  which  your 
Committee  forbear  to  mention,  for  the 
reasons  aforesaid.  He  likewise  acknow- 
ledged, that  Thomas  Bottomly  first  brought 
him  acquamted  with  Wood,  agreeable  to 
the  information  of  Tomkins,  whom,  on 
confronting,  he  acknowledged  to  be  the 
same  person.  Your  Committee  likewise 
f  xamined  Thomas  Bottomly,  who  on  his 
first  examination  absolutely  denied  ever  to 
have  seen  Tomkins  or  Caleb  Leighat  the  Sa^ 
caoen's  Head  ;but  being  confronted  by  Tom- 
kins»  acknowledged  that  he  had  seen  him 
there,  and  own^  a  few  particulars  which 
Tomkins  mentioned,  but  prevaricated  in  all 
his  answers  in  amost  extraordinary  manner, 
with  which  your  Committee  thought  it 
their  duty  likewise  to  acquaint  the  House ; 
and  he  was  ordered  aho  to  be  taken  mto 
custody.  Sometime  after,  being  a  second 
time  examined,  be  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  what  had  beeft  given  in  evidence  by 


Tomkins  and  Leidi,  and  that  he  was  ac* 
quainted  with  other  gfmgs  of  sm«^glera 
whose  &ces  he  knew,  but  not  their  r6al 
names ;  and  seemed  to  be  really  unable  to 
give  any  material  uiformation  to  your  Com- 
mittee, which  might  tend  to  a  further  dis* 
covery  than  what  had  be^n  already  made 
by  Tomkins  and  Leigh. 

From  the  Custom-house  Accounts  and 
these  Examinations,  it  is  apparent  how 
extensive  these  frauds  are,  and  of  how 
great  a  number  of  persons  the  several 
gangs  consist ;  but  your  Committee  for- 
bear mentioning  the  names  of  particular 
people  contained  in  the  informations  of 
Tomkins  and  Leigh,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
sons abovementioned,  but  likewise  to  avoid 
doing  any  injury  to  such  against  whom 
there  may  not  appear  sufficient  evidence ; 
and  also,  to  sucn  who  ma^  by  this  time 
have  desisted  frdm  their  evil  practices. 

There  are  likewise  several  otner  instances 
of  frauds  and  abuses  committed  in  these 
two  branches  of  the  revenue,  as  will  ap- 
pear in  the  returns  from  the  CommissioneTs 
of  the  Customs  delivered  to  the  Hou8e» 
and  since  referred  to  this  Committee ;  the 
particulars  of  which  your  Committee  have 
not  had  time  to  examine  into. 

In  the  next  place,  your  Committee  en« 
tered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Papers 
referred  to  them  by  tlie  House,  which  re* 
late'  to  the  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  cus* 
toms  on  wine,  by  which  they  find  that  of 
tlie  quantities  seized  and  of  Uie  running  of 
which  they  had  been  informed,  no  OMMre 
was  condemned  since  Christmas  172S  than 
2,208  hogsheads  or  thereabouts,  although 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  the 
year  1725  had  received  informations  upcNt 
oaUi,  that  there  had  been  run  in  the  three 
counties  of  Hampshire,  Dorsetshire,  and 
Devonshire,  from  Christmas  1723  to  Christ 
mas  1 725, 4,738  hogsheads,  and  upon  inqui* 
ryinto  these  fi-auds,  found  reason  to  dismiss 
30  officers.  Informations  were  entered 
against  400  persons  concerned  in  runnine 
the  said  wmes,  SB  of  the  principal  o£ 
fenders  were  taken  and  conmiitted  to 
gaol,  118  admitted  as  evidence,  vai  45 
compounded  for  their  offences. 

Among  the  persons  principally  con- 
cerned in  this  clandestine  trade  on  th^ 
coast  of  Hampshire,  were  John  Hatch  mad 
David  Boyes,  who  w^re  prosecuted,  and 
judgment  obtained  against  diem,  on  whk^ 
they  were  committed  to  the  prison  of  the- 
Fleet ;  and  your  Committee  being  inform-^ 
ed,  that  Isaac  Poulsura,  who  was  their 
derk,  during  the  time  of  their  carrying  g^^ 
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tfaeae  firandiv  ^"^  w^o  ^'^as  insfcruBoenHfl  in 
nakffl^  the  discoveries  at  that  time  to  the 
ComnuCTioners  of  the  Customsy  could  give 
ten  mtterial  information  as  to  their  man- 
ner of  cafirjing  them  on,  the  methods  by 
which  th^  escaf^  discovery,  and  the  se- 
tenl  arts  used  to  procure  witnesses  and 
iDstnict  them  on  trials,  by  which  means 
they  seldom  lost  the  cause.  They  pro- 
ceraed  to  examine  the  said  Isaac  Poulsum, 
who  informed  your  Committee,  that  one  of 
tiieir  methods  was  to  buy  great  quantities 
•f  decayed  French  wine,  which  had  been 
csndenm^  at  the  Cust^sm  House  at  Ports- 
aoodi  and  Cowes,  in  order  to  cover  what 
tbqr  ran ;  another  method  was  by  taking 
sot  coast  dispatches  fbr  16  or  ^hogsheads 
at  a  time,  or  old  sour  wine,  or  otfa^r  mix- 
tures: tiie  vessel  then  sailed,  met  mother 
dqp  at  a  station  ^pointed,  threw  away 
the  sour  wine,  and,  taking  in  a  fresh  cai^o, 
proceeded  to  the  port  mentioned  in  die 
clearance:  this  being  suspected,  after  they 
bad  practised  it  a  considerable  time,  they 
hsd  a  new  invention  by  hogsheads  with  a 
^oMe  h^ad  at  onie  end,  between  which 
there  was  good  wine  for  the  officers  to 
taite,  die  remainder  being  fiUed  with 
waier,  or  other  liquor  of  no  vahie,  for 
whidi  tbey  got  the  like  dispatches,  and 
proceeded  on  the  like  fraud. 

He  likewfise  acquainted  the  Committee 
•f  another  n»etfaod,  bv  altering  of  coast 
eooquets,  and  many  other  particulars  with 
ngffid  to  the  manner  of  running,  as  will 
npear  in  his  examination  annexed,  and 
wewise  (amoi^  other  instances)  in  an  ac- 
eotm^  firom  the  Custom  House,  of  frauds 
committed  in  this  commodity,  delivered 
tdihe  House,  and  since  referred  to  this 
Committee. 

Poukum  further  informed  your  Com- 
ttittee,  Tliat  several  seizures  of  wine  were 
aade  from  Hatch  and  Boyes  during  the 
tfaie  above  mentioned,  but  that  if  they 
bid  ai^y  roonx  to  omtest  with  the  officers, 
A  the  cxHurt  oi  the  exchequer,  they  sel- 
dom ftiled  to  get  a  verdict  by  means  of 
Mbomed  evidence ;  i}iat  they  always  had 
in  that  service  near  20  boat-men  and 
labourers,  who  did  Httle  or  nothing  else 
bat  assist  them  in  running  their  goods, 
Md  swearing  for  them  on  all  occasions : 
ttst  iHienever  they  received  notice  of  a 
Irial,  eight  or  ten  of  these  fellows  were 
IM  to  London  in  order  tb  be  witnesses : 
Alt  very  often  ihej  have  gone  to  London 
<m  those  occasions,  without  knowing  what 
Aey  have  been  to  swear  till  they  got 
iner;  that,  when  any  of  their  wines 
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have  been  seissed,  either  in  a  waggon  or 
out  of  their  warehouses,  thou^  Uie  hogs* 
heads  were  still  wet  with  the  salt  water, 
in  running  them  ashore,-  Hatch  or  Boyes, 
together  with  one  of  their  coopers,  would 
immediately  go  before  a  commissioner 
from  the  court  of  excheqper  for  taking 
affidavits  and  make  oath  that  they  either 
bought  the  said  wines  out  of  the  custom 
house  as  condemned,  or  of  some  mer* 
chant,  in  a  fair  way  of  trade,  with  sucb 
other  circumstances  as  were  needful  to 
cover  the  fraud ;  that  they  used  to  en* 
dedvour  to  find  out  what  the  evidence 
was  for  the  crown,  and  then  they  would 
be  sure  to  bring  a  ^eater  number  of 
witnesses  to  contradict  such  evidence: 
that  if  there  happeified  to  be  but  one  or 
two  witnesses  for  the  crown,  which  was 
often  the  case;  they  would  invalidate 
their  evidence  by  some  story,  such  as 
that  they  had  several  times  dedared  they 
would  lose  no  qpportunitv  to  ruin  the 
defendant,  or  that  they  had  declared  they 
were  to  have  such  a  gratuity,  if  a  verdict 
was  given  for  the  crown  on  their  evidence^ 
or  tmit  they  had  c^efed  some  of  the  d^ 
fendant's  evidences  sums  of  money  to 
change  sides,  and  join  with  them  in^swear** 
ing  for  the  crowp :  that  before  any  triid 
came  on,  they  used  to  summon  together 
so  many  of  tnese  people  as  they  thought 
they  should  stand  in  need  of,  and  to  ac» 
quaint  them  as  far  as  they  could,  what 
opposition' they  expected  to  meet  with; 
that  they  then  gave  every  one  his  cue, 
taking  care  that  each  had  his  part  accord- 
ing to  his  capacity ;  that  if  it  were  long  or 
difficult,  they  commonly  gave  it  them  in 
writmg,  that  they  might  leam  it  by  heart, 
so  as  to  be  perfect  on  the  trial,  as  indeed 
they  commonly  were. 

By  these  and  other  methods  they  were 
sure  to  support  any  falsities  by  several  wit- 
nesses, by  which  means,  together  with 
some  of  the  jury  leaning  generally  to  their 
side,  they  seldom  or  never  fioled  to  obtain 
a  verdict. 

These  facts  will  appear  to  be  confirmed 
'by  several  particular  instances  mentioned 
in  his  exammation,  as  likewise  in  the  re- 
turn from  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
tonoB,  t<^ether  with  several  other  frauds, 
accompanied  with  insults  on  the  officers  of 
the  revenue  practised  on  odier  parts  of 
the  sea  coast,  which  your  Committee  for- 
bear to  mention  particularly. 

There  was  lucewise  laid  before  vour 
Committee,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs,  an  abstract  of  several  frauds  con^ 
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mitted  by  sir  Randolph  Knipe,  deceased, 
in  combination  with  several  laiid  waiters 
at  the  landing  of  linens  and  other  goods 
from  Dantzicky  Russia  and  other  places, 
taken  from  the  examination '  of  Joseph 
Shackell  hereunto  annexed ;  and  the  said 
Joseph  Shackell,  being  examined  before 
your  Committee,  attested  the  contents  of 
this  information  to  be  true,  part  of  which 
was  likewise  acknowledged  (so  far  as 
they  were  concerned)  by  two  of  the  land 
waiters  before  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs. 

There  have  likewise  been  laid  before 
your  Committee  within  these  few  days  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  the 
several  accounts  following. 

An  Account  of  the  Frauds  which  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs  relating  to  linen. 
East  India  goods,  conceahnents,  false 
package,  and  French  goods,  containing, 

1.  Particular  instances  of  frauds  in  linen. 

2.  Mr.  Bonnell's  account  of  frauds  dis- 
covered by  him  in  East  Ipdia  and  other 
•hips,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned therein,  and  of  the  officers  dis- 
missed on  that  occasion,  the  money  paid 
them  for  conniving  thereat,  and  the  money 
recovered  on  those  prosecutions.  S.  An 
Account  of  the  frauds  which  have  been 
committed  in  the  importation  and  running 
of  East  India  goods  in  the  western  parts 
and  London.  4.  The  like  Account  from 
the  northern  ports.  5.  Seizures  of  East 
India  goods. 

An  Account  of  Frauds  which  have  been 
committed  in  the  exportation,  and  reland- 
ing  debenture  goods  in  the  western  ports 
ttid  London,  with  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  had  thereupon. 

An  Account  of  Frauds  committed  by 
masters  of  ships  making  false  reports  in  the 
western  ports  and  London,  wim  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  had  thereupon. 

An  Account  of  the  Frauds  in  bribing 
officers  of  the  customs  in  the  western 
ports  and  London,  with  the  proceedings 
therei^n. 

Which  though  they  are  in  themselves  of 
great  importance,  yet  they  appeared  too 
voluminous  to  admit  of  a  particular  exa- 
mination, 80  as  to  extract  them  and  make 
pr<^>er  observations  thereon.  Your  Com- 
mite5  therefore  chose  to  lay  them  before 
the  House  ii^  the  manner  they  received 
themi 

Your  CoftMQittee  have  thus  gone  through 
such  of  the  several  Frauds  and  Abuses, 
iaio  which  they  were  -directed  to  enquire, 

t 


as  have  come^  to  their  knondedge,  on  < 
mining  the  accounts  and  papers  referred 
to  them  by  the  House,  or  since  laid  be* 
fore  them,  pursuant  to  orders  of  the  com«- 
mittee,  and  by  the  several  infbrmatioiis 
they  hate  received  from  living  vntnesses; 
This  they  have  endeavoured  to  do  with 
the  greatest  diligence  and  exactness,  and 
if  they  have  not  extended  their  enquiry  so 
&r,  or  entered  into  so  many  particulars  as 
might  be  expected,  it  ou^t  to  be  attri<- 
buted  to  the  nature,  'extent,  and  variety  of 
the  frauds,  too  many  and  too  great  to  be 
minutely  examined,  or  detected  in  sq 
short  a  time  as  they  have  had  for  that 
purpose ;  the  artful  and  intricate  manage- 
ment of  some  of  these  frauds,  and  the 
number  of  the  others,  as  well  as  of  the 
persons  concerned  in  them,  having  ren- 
dered a  thorough  disquisition  almost  im* 
practicaUe, 

Debate  in  the  Commons  concerning  Pri^ 
vilege.2  June  9.  A  question  concerning 
the  constitution  of  their  House  eiccurrea 
to  the  Commons.  Lieutenant  General 
Wade,  men^r  for  the  city  of  Bath^  had 
accepted  the  office  of  goveminr  of  Fort 
Wilham,  Fort  Augustus,  and  Fort  George 
in  Scotland.  ,  Ine  question,  therefore^ 
was,  **  Whether  by  his  accepting  the  said 
office  his  seat  in  parliament  was  vacated.'* 
The  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  were 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was,  and  were 
for  appointing  a  Committee  to  search  for 
preceaents.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
said,  that  the  promotion  of  an  officer  al- 
ready in  the  army,  can  be  no  disqualifi- 
cation from  sitting  in  parliament.  The 
former  reasoning  was  supported  by  pre- 
cedent^.  It  was  found,  that  in  the  7th 
of  queen  Anne,  lord  Shannon's  seat  for 
Arundel  in  Sussex,  was  vacated  by  hm 
being  made  deputy-governor  of  Dover 
Castle.  And  in  the  9th  of  queen  Anne» 
the  earl  of  Hertford's  seat  for  the  countir 
of  Northumberland,  was  vacated  upon  his 
being  appointed  governor  of  Tinmouth 
Fort.  Some  other  precedents  of  the  same 
side  were  likewise  read.  On  the  odier 
handy  a  very  singular  case  himpened  in  the 
7th  df  his  late -majesty,  wnen  brigadier 
general  Sandwix,  member  for  Carlisle^ 
was  made  governor  of  Kingston  upon 
Hull;  for  the  House  first  found,  upmi  e 
division,  that  the  same  was  no  muitarir 
promotion ;  and  then  a  writ  was  ordered 
to  be  issued  for  a  new  election.  Nay, 
upon  the  22d  of  January  last,  general 
Wade's  own  seat  fiN:  the  Qty.of-SiMi»  waa 
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vacated  upon  his  being  made  governor  of 
tbe  town  of  Berwick  imon  Tweed.  Not* 
withstandiog  this  a  dm&t&kce  was  found 
between  the  depending  case  and  those  in 
the  preceding.  And  it  was  moved  for  by 
the  o{^x>sition,  **  That  the  accepting  a 
commisBion  of  governor  or  lieutenant- 
goromor  of  any  fort,  citadd,  or  garrison^ 
upoo  the  military  establisWent  of  his 
Miqesty's  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great 
ArkaiOy  by  any  member  of  this  House» 
being  an  officer  in  the  army,  does  vacate 
the  seat  of  such  member  in  this  House." 
But  this  passed  in  the  negative  by  a  ma* 
jori^  of  96  against  18. 

The  King^s  Speech,  at  the  Close  of  the 
SessknL]  June  11.  The  King  came  to 
^  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Commons 
attending,  his  Muesty  made  the  following 
Speech  to  boUi  Houses : 

^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  TTie  season  of  the  year,  and  the  dis- 
{Mtch  you  have  given  to  the  public  busi* 
ness,  make  it  proper  for  me  to  put  an  end 
to  this  session  of  parliament. 

**  Gentlemen  wthe  House  of  Commons, 

^  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  pro- 
fisions  you  have  made  for  the  service  of 
die  current  year.  I  have  never  demanded 
any  sumlies  of  my  people,  but  what  were 
alKolutdy  necessary  for  the  honour,  safety 
and  defence  of  me  and  my  kingdom ;  and 
i  am  always  best  pleased,  when  the  public 
ezpences  are  supplied  in  a  manner  least 
borthaisome  to  my  subjects. 
."  My  Lord$  and  Ueujtlemen ; 

"  I  cannot  pass  by  unobserved,  the 
vicked  endeavours  that  have  lately  been 
made  use  of  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  most  unjust  misrepre- 
Kntations,  to  raise  tumults  and  disorders, 
^  almost  threatened  the  peace  of  the 
kinffdom ;  but  I  depend  upon  the  force  of 
tram,  to  remove  the  groundless  jealousies, 
that  have  been  raised,  of  designs  carrying 
on  against  the  liberties  of  my  people,  and 
open  your  known  fidelity,  to  defeat  and 
frustrate  the  expectations  of  such  as  delight 
in  confusion,  it  Is  my  inclination,  and 
has  always  been  my  study,  to  preserve  the 
itel^ous  and  civil  rights  of  all  my  subjects. 

^  Let  it  be  your  care  to  undeceive  the 
Muded,  and  to  make  them  sensible  of 
their  present  happmess,  and  the  hazard 
they  run  of  being  unw'arily  drawn,  by 
ipecious  pretences,  into  their  own  de- 
traction.*' 

,  After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
U»  Migesty's  command,  prorogued  the 
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parliament  to  the  26th  of  July :  It  was 
afterwards  further  prorogued  to  the  17th 
of  January  1734. 


SEVENTH    AND    LAST    SESSION 

OF   THE 

SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT       ' 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

TJie  King*s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Ses-- 
sion.2  January  17,  1734^  The  Parlia- 
ment being  met  at  Westminster,  pursuant 
to  their  last  prorogation,  the  King  camo 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  being  seated 
upon  tiie  throne  with  the  usual  state  and 
solemnity,  .and  the  Comm<»is  being  sent 
for  up  and  attending,  his  Majesty  opened 
the  session  with  the  following  Speech  t6 
both  Houses  c 

«  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  The  War,  which  is  now  begun,  and 
canryed  on  against  the  Emperor,  with  so 
itiiTch  vigour,  by  the  united  powers  of. 
Prance,  Spain,  and  Sardinia,  is  become 
the  object  of  the  care  and  attention  of  all 
Europe ;  and  though  I  am  no  ways  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  have  had  no  part,  except 
by  my  good  offices,  in  those  transactions, 
which  h^ve  been  declarM  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal causes  and  motives  of  it,  I  cannot 
sit  regardless  of  the  present  events,  or  be 
unconcerned  for  the  future  consequences 
of  a  War,  undertaken  and  supported  by 
so  powerAil  an  alliance. 

"  If  ever  any  occasion  required  more 
than  ordinary  .  prudence  and  circum- 
spection, the  present  calls  upon  us  to  use 
our  utmost  precaution,  not  to  determme 
too  hastily  upon  so  critical  and  important 
a  conjuncture ;  but  to  consider  thoroughly 
what  the  honour  and  dignity  of  my  crowfi 
and  kingdoms,  the  true  interest  of  my 
people,  and  the  engagements  we  are  under, 
to  the  several  powers  we  are  in  alliance 
with,  may  in  justice  and  prudence  require 
of  us. 

*'  I  have  theref(Mre  thought  it  proper  to 
take  time  to  examine  the  facts  alledged 
on  both  sides,  and  to  wait  the  result  oi  the 
councils  of  those  powers,,  that  are  more 
nearly  and  immediatelv  ifiterested  in  the 
consequences  of  the  War,  and  to  concert 
with  those  Allies,  who  are  under  the  samo 
Engagements  with  me,  and  have  not  takto 
part  in  the  war,  niore..  particularly  the 
States-General  of  the  United-Provmces; 
such  measures  sim  «haU  be  Uiought  most  * 
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adviseaUe  fi>r  our  common  safety,  and  for 
restoring  the  peace  <^  Europe.       t 

**  The  resolutions  of  the  jBritish  parlia^ 
ment,  in  so  nice  a  juncture,  are  of  too 
great  moment  not  to  be  carefoUy  attended 
to,  and  impatiently  expected,  oy  all,  and 
oot  the  least  by  those,  who  i^iU  hope  to 
take  advantage  from  your  determinations, 
whatever  they  shall  be,  and  to  turn  them 
to  the  prejudice  of  this  kingdom.  It  must 
therefore  be  thought  most  safe  and  pru- 
dent, thoroughly  to  weigh  and  consider 
«11  circumstances,  before  we  come  to  a 
^nal  determination. 

**  AbI  shall  have,  in  all  my  considera- 
tions upon  this  great  and  important  a&ir, 
the  stnctest  regurd  to  the  honour  of  my 
crown,  and  the  good  of  my  people,  and  faie 
governed  by  no  other  views,  I  can  make 
no  doubt,  but  that  I  mi^  entirely  depend 
on  the  support  and  assistance  of  my  par- 
liament, without  exposing  myself,  by  any 
precipitate  Declarations,  to  such  incon- 
veniences, as  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
be  avoided. 

**  In  the  mean  tone,  I  am  persuaded, 
you  will  make  such  provisions,  aa  shall 
secure  nnr  Idnedoms,  rights,  and  pos- 
sessions, from  aU  dangers  and  insults,  and 
maintain  the  reqpect  due  to  the  British 
nation :  Whatever  part  it  may,  in  the  end, 
»be  most  reasonaUe  for  us  to  act,  it  will,  in 
all  views,  be  necessary,  when  aU  Europe 
IS  preparing  for  arms,  to  put  ourselves  in 
a  proper  posture  of  defence.  As  this  will 
h^st  preserve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
•o  it  will  give  us  a  due  weight  and  in- 
fluence, in  whatever  measures  we  shall 
take  in  conUinction  with  our  allies :  but 
ahould  the  defence  of  the  nation  not  be 
suffidendy  provided  for,  it  will  make  us 
disregarded!^  abroad,  and  may  prove  a 
temptati<m  and  encouragement  to  the  des- 
perate views  of  those,  wko  never  £eu1  to 
flatter  themselves  with  the  h<mes  of  great 
advantages  fVom  ^public  troubles  anadis* 
orders. 

**  Grentlemen  of  the  House  oi  Commons, 

**  I  shall  order  the  Estimates  to  be  laid 
ioefore  you  of  such  services  as  reouireyour 
present  and  immediate  care.  Tlie  aug- 
mentation, which  will  be  proposed  for  the 
Sea  Service,  will  be  vcnry  consideraUe ; 
but  I  am  confident  it  will  be  thought  by 
you  reasonable  and  necessary.  I  must 
particularly  recommend  to  your  care  the 
.  Debt  of  me  Navy,  which  has  every  year 
been;  laid  before  you ;  but,  firom  the  pre- 
sent circumstimces  of  the  times,  I  6dieve 
jou  will  think  it  now  requires  some  pro- 


visioQS  to  be  made  for  it,  which  csamat 
well  be  longer  postponed,  without  raaniigit 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

^*  As  these  extraordinary  Charges  and 
Expences  are  unavoidi^le,  I  nudce  no 
doubt  but  you  will  effectually  raise  the 
Supplies  necessary  for  defraying  of  them 
wito  that  readiness  and  dispiich,  and  with 
that  iust  r^ard  to  the  true  interest  of  my 
people,  which  the  parliament  has  hitherto 
shewn  upon  all  occasions. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlanen, 

«Mt  is  at  aU  times  to  be  wished,  thai 
tile  budness  of  parliament  might  be 
carryed  on  free  from  heats  and  animosities, 
and  with  that  temper,  which  becomes  the 
justice  and  wisdom  of  the  nation :  at  this 
time  it  is  more  particularly  to  be  desire^ 
that  this  session  may  not  oe  protracted  hf 
unnecessary  delays,  when  the  whole  king* 
dom  seems  prepared  for  the  Election  of  a 
N^w  Pariiament ;  an  event  which  employs 
the  attention  of  all  Europe:  and  I  am  very 
well  pleased,  that  this  qpportumly  ofers 
of  taking  again  the  Sense  of  my  People  in 
the  choice  of  a  new  representative,  thnt 
the  world  may  see  how  much  dieir  true 
sentiments  have  been  mistaken,  or  mis- 
represented. Those  who  see  and  he^ . 
only  at  a  distance,  may  easily  be  imposed 
upon,  and  firom  thence  conceive  fUse 
hopes  or  fears ;  but  I  amr  confident  a  little 
time  will  effectually  remove  all  groundlesi 
surmises,  and  it  will  be  found  that  Great 
Britain  is  idwap  to  act  that  part  which  the 
honour  and  interest  of  the  nation  calls 
upon  them  to  undertake.'* 

The  Lordt*  Address  of  Thanks.l  The 
King  being  withdrawn,  the  Lord  Hervey* 
moved  an  Address  of  Hianks ;  and  being 

*  **  In  the  House  of  Peers  the  Address  was 
remarkably  loyal  and  dutiful,  and  kis  M^esty^ 
Answer  very  gracious.  The  Address  was  me* 
ved  for  by  lord  Har?ey,  whom  bis  Mi^iesty,  ie 
consideralioD  of  the  zeal  he  had  shewn  ia  hie 
service,  had  called  up  to  that  Hoiise,  and  it 
was  carried  with  very  liulc  opposition.  Some 
alterations,  however,  had  happened  lately  in  the 
complexion  of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the 
court  party  lost  one  of  its  ablest  advocates  in 
the  person  of  the  earl  oi'ChesterfieM.  He  had^ 
for  some  time,  restgnad  biii  place  of  lordatew* 
ard  ^'  his  Miyesty's  kousfaold.  It  was  gSM« 
rally  believed,  that  he  aad  some  other  nobiei 
men  of  the  highest  distinction  and  z^U  for  his 
Mi^esty's  service,  as  weU  as  of  greaX  abilidee 
in  It,  had  been  for  some  months  secretly  dis« 
satisfied  with  the. minister's  meaiuires,  parti- 
cularly in  pushing  the  excise  scheme  so  nr  as 
he  had  doiie.    The  minisler  had  an  intimatwa. 
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lecooded  by  lord  Cudogan,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  opposition :  the 
earl  of  Chesterfield  only  dedared  his  desire, 
that  no  words  or  expressions  that  might 
be  put  into  their  Address,  shoiild  af^r- 
waroB  be  made  use  o^  eiiherfbr  or  against 
any  proposition  that  miffht  sifterwaras  be 
Bade  or  any  question  mat  might  arise  in 
that  House.  *rhen  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  m>  an  Address,  which  was 
presoited  to  his  Majesty  the  next  day,  as 
ioQows: 

^  Most  Gracious  Soyereign, 

^  We  your  M^c^s  most  dutiful  aad 
leytd  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assen^led,  beg 
kave,  m  the  humblest  manner,  to  return 
your  Majes^  our  grateful  and  sincere 
thanks  for  your  mo^  gracious  Speech  from 
the  dutme. 

**  Your  Majesty  has  given  too  many 
proofr  of  your  good  offices  and  endeaivours 
to  preserve  the  public  peace  and  tran- 


tiist  a  plan  for  a  new  administration  was  upon 
tbe  aoTil ;  and  be  was  not  at  all  solicitous  to 
prevent  tbe  lemorals  and  resigaatioBS  that  took 
plaee.  The  duke  of  BoHon,  about  tbe  same 
tinaa,  resigned,  or  was  forced  to  resign,  bis 
places  oi  lord  Ueatenant  and  custos  rotulorum 
•f  tbe  county  of  Southampton,  bis  regiment  of 
horse,  and  his  goTemment  of  the  Jsle  of  Wight. 
Tbe  lord  Cofiiam  had  always  distinguished 
himself,  in  the  worst  of  times,  in  favour  of  the 
of  Hanover  and  tbe  Protestant 


MD.  His  courage  was  unquestionable.  He 
bad  been  highly  in  favour  witb  all  the  heads  sf 
Ike  Whig  ministry ;  and  though  so  speaker, 
was  a  V3an  of  taste  and  address ;  but  from  <lis- 
aartrfaction  with  tbe  minister,  he  at  this  time 
leoened  bis  regiment  of  borser  as  did  the  duke 
eflnontrose  tbe  seals  as  lord  privy-seal  of  Scot- 
bad  :  the  lord  Clinton  likewise  resigned  his 
tdsces  as  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's 
Mobaaober,  aad  tbe  KeutenaBoy  of  tbe  eoonty 
^  «f  Davos.  Though  these  removals  were  far 
fraaa  beiog  popular,  yet  some  alterations  that 
bappcaed,  about  tbe  same  time,  in  the  law,  were 
b^ly  so.  Mr.  Talbot,  Solieitor  General,  was 
nSde  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 
peer  of  England.  He  was  son  to  the  bishop 
of  Durham,  and  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
clearest  beaded,  as  well  as  the  best  hearted  law* 
yers,  that  ever  practised.  The  other  promo- 
^m  was  eaually  popular  and  judicious :  it  was 
tet  ofsir  rblhp  Yorke,  Attorney  General,  to 
beLotd  Chief  Justice  of  tbe  Kiog's-bench,  and 
a  Boer  of  England.  Tbe  former  was  succeed- 
ed av  Kohcitor  General  by  Mr.  Rider,  after- 
varda  sir- Dudley  Rider ;  and  the  lattery  Aft- 
Inraey  General,  by  Mr.  since  sir  John  Willei. 
The  sute  ^  parties  b^  the  House  of  Commons, 
eoBtinued  much  the  same  as  the  last  session." 


qoillhy,  for  us  not  to  be  thoroughly  per. 
suaded,  that  your  Majesty  cannot,  regard- 
leaa  and  unconcerned,  behold  a  war  now 
unhiqppily  begun  in  Eurqpe,  undertaken 
by  ao  p<»¥erfiu  an  alliance,  and  proaecuted 
^th  so  much  vigour.  And  as  no  occasaon 
can  require  more  caution,  more  wisdom^ 
and  more  circumspection,  than  the  present, 
to  dictate  what  part  is  the  most  proper  for 
Great  Britain  to  act;  so  we  have  the  iuUest 
satisfaction  in  reflecting,  in  whose  breast 
it  lies,  to  make  that  determination  for 
us. 

**  And  as  your  Majesty  has  avoided 
coming  to  any  final  detennmation,  till  all 
engagements,  by  whidi  you  are  bound  to 
the  several  powers  concerned,  ere  duly 
examined,  tiu  all  facts  are  fully  and  fidrly 
stated,  and  till  the  result  of  the  councib 
of  other  powers,  in  the  same  situation  with 
vour  Majesty,  are  known ;  so  we  cannot 
but  look  on  this  prudent  suq^ence  of  your 
re8<^utions  as  an  earnest  of  our  u£etf  in 
vour  Majesty's  couficils;  not  do^^tmg, 
out  the  same  wisdom  which  prompted 
your  ^ajes^  to  delay  your  detenBinadon, 
will  also  direct  your  dioice,  whenever  you 
shall  come  to  make  it 

'<  The  whole  series  of  your  Majesty's 
transactions,  during  your  moat  glorious 
and  happy  reign,  has  convinced  us,  liiat 
there  is  no  task  to  which  you  are  unequal, 
nor  any  difficulties  vou  cannot  surmount ; 
we  therefore  beg  leave  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  not  only  of  our  gratitude  for  your 
past  but  our  reliance  on  your  futm*e  'care ; 
and  intreat  your  Majesty  to  believe,  that  it 
ia  as  impossible  for  us,  who  are  benefited 
by  the  merit  of  that  cmiduct,  not  to  do 
every  thuaff  in  our  power  to  deserve  it,  as 
it  is  even  for  those  who  wish  it  less,  net  to 
allow  it. 

*•  Whatever  expectations  dierefore, 
those  who  are  envious  of  the  prosperity, 
jealous  of  the  honour,  or  rivals  to  the 
mtetest  of  the  British  nation,  may  conceive 
from  the  result  of  our  deliberations  in 
Parliament;  yet  when  all  Europe  shall  see, 
that  every  new  opportunity  we  nave  of  .de» 
claring  our  sentiments,  is  a  new  proof  of 
the  harmony  subsisting  between  yOUr 
Majesty  and  your  subjects,  and  of  the  con- 
fidence  they  place  in  you,  we  doubt  not, 
but  that  all  hopes  of  advantage  to  be  taken 
from  what  shall  pass  amongst  us,  wiU  be 
immediately  dispelled,  anddiat  the  zeal, 
vigour  and  unanimity,  that  shall  appear 
amongst  us,  will  not  only  dmdile  the 
assiduity  of  those  who  court  your  Ma- 
jesty's mendship,  but  the  apprehensions  or 
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those  (if  any  such  there  are)  whe  may 
provoke  your  resentment. 

*♦  And  because  the  surest  way,  in  these 
general  troubles  and  Commotions,  to  pre- 
vent any  design  being  formed  to  molest  or 
annoy  your  Majesty's  dominions,  m  to 
shew  how  unsuccessnil  such  a  design  must 
prove ;  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our 
part  that  may  conduce*  to  the  strengthen- 
ing your  Majesty's  hands,  and  putting  the 
nation,  at  this  critical  and  important  junc- 
ture, in  such  a  posture  of  defence,  as  shall 
effectually  protect  its  honour  from  any 
insult,  its  safety  from  any  danger,  and 
its  tranquillity  from  any  attempt  to  msturbit. 

"  We  beg  leave  also  to  assure  your 
Majesty,  that  the  strict  and  due  regard 
we  always  pay  to  your  royal  recommen- 
dation, as  well  as  a  proper  concern  for  the 
cupport  of  our  own  characters  and  dignity, 
will  certainly  make  us  avoid,  with  the  ut- 
•  most  caution,  all  heats  and  animosities  in 
our  debates,  that  we  may  shew,  with  a 
becoming  unanimity,  our  &\itv  to  your 
Majesty,  our  care  of  the  public  welfare, 
and  our  regard  to  the  interests  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people :  we  will  also  prevent,  as 
frur  as  in  us  lies,  any  improper  delays  re- 
tarding the  dispatch  of  pubhc  business,  or 
protracting  the  session  into  any  uhifeces- 
.  sary  length,  that  your  Majesty  may  not 
have  the  just  pleasure  you  propose  to  your- 
self, in  taking  again  the  sense  of  the  nation 
in  a  new  representative,  postponed;  but 
that  you  may  receive  the  earheet  demons- 
trations of  the  goodwill  of  your  people, 
and  have  the  satisfaction  to  see  they  are 
as  cf^Mible  of  gratefully  feeling  that  happi- 
ness they  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  just 
and  wise  government,  as  you  are  ready, 
and  willing  to  confer  it." 

The  King's  Anstoer.']  The  King's  an- 
swer was  as  follows ; 
«*  My  Lords, 
**  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal 
address.  The  satisfaction  you  express  in 
my  constant  attention  and  endeavours  for 
preserving  the  public  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity and  promoting  the  interests  of  my 
people,  is  extremely  acceptable  to  me; 
and  as  the  honour  and  dignity  of  my  crown, 
and  the  good  of  my  kingdoms,  are  my  sole 
view,  you  may  be  assured  of  the  continu- 
ance of  my  care  and  vigilance  for  those 
desirable  ends,  and  of  my  firm  resolution, 

.in  all  events,  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  best  answer  the  confidence  you  repose 
in  me,  and  secure  the  safety  aha  hi^pmess 

'  of  ibe  nation*" 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Acddrets 
of  Thanks^']  The  Commons  being  re- 
turned to  their  House,  and  the  Speaker 
having  reported  his  Majesty's  Speech, 

Mr,  Campbdly  member  for  Pembroke- 
shire,  moved,    "  That    an    Address  of 
Thanks  be  presented  to  the  King,  for  hit 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne: 
to  acknowledge  his  Majesty's  goodness  in 
the  concern  he  had  expressed  upon  ac- 
count of  the  war  unhappOy  begun  in  Eup 
rope,  and  his  Majesty's  great  wisdom  in 
usmg  so  much  precaution  upon  that-critical 
.  conjuncture,  in  waiting  the  result  of  the 
councils  of  those  powers,  who  were  more 
nearly  and  immeoiately  interested  in  the 
consequences  of  the  war,  and  in  takine 
time  to  examine  the  fieu^ts  alledge4  on  bom 
sides,  and  to  concert  with  those  allies,  who 
were  under  the  same  engagements  with 
his  Majesty  and  had  not  taken  part  in  tiie 
war,  such  measures,  as  should  be  thou^ 
most  advisable  for  the  common  safety,  and 
for  restoring  the  peaqe  of  Europe :  to  de- 
clare their  unfeigned  confidence  in  his 
Majesty,  that   in    all  his  considerations 
upon  that  great  and  important  affiar,  his 
Majesty  would  have  the  strictest  regard  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown  and 
kingdoms,  and  to  the  true  interest  of  his 
p^le  :  and  to  ^sure  his  Majesty  that  he 
miffht  entirely  depend  upon  the  support 
and  assistance  of  his  faithful  Commons,  in 
such  measures  as  he  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  into,  for  attaining  and  secur- 
ing these  great  and  valuable  purposes: 
and  that  that  House  would  niake  such 
provision  fot  the  safety  and  defence  of 
the  nation,  a^  should  secure  his  Majesty's 
kingdoms,  rights  and  possessions  from  all 
dangers  and  insults ;  as  might  preserve  the 
respect  due  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ; 
ana  not  give  any  encduragemeat  to  the 
desperate  views  of  those,  who  never  fkU  to 
flatter  themselves  with  the  hopes  of  great 
advantage  from  public  troubles  and  dis- 
orders: and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that 
that  House  would  immediately  take  into 
their  consideration  such  estimates*  and  de- 
mands, as  should  be  made  by  his  Majesty 
for  the  public  service ;  and  raise  the  sup- 
plies, which  shbuld  be  necessary  and  an« 
swerable  to  the  present  exigency  of  afiSsdrs, 
with  their  known  zeal  and  cheerfblness, 
and  with  a  due  regard' to  the  interest  of 
their  fellow-subjects :  and,  that  the  public 
business  might   be  dispatched  with   all 
proper  expedition,  that  they  would  endeii- 
vour  to  avoid  all  heats  and  animosities^  and 
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all  occasions  that  might  tend  to  .protract 
this  session  by  unnecessary  delays." 

Mr.  Campbell  was  seconded  by  Mr, 
Stephen  Fox,  and  backed  by  lord  Tyr- 
connel:  Hereupon, 

Mr.  Skippen  stood  up  and  spoke  as  fol- 
birs: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  believe  it  has  always 
been  taken  for  granted,  that  the  Speeches 
from  the  throne  are  the  compositions  of 
ministers  of  state ;  upon  that  supposition 
we  have  always  thought  ourselves  at  liberty 
to  examine  every  proposition  contained 
in  them;  even  without  doors  people  are 
pretty  free  in  their  remarks  upon  them : 
I  believe  no  gentleman  here  is  iffnorant  of 
the  reception  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  close  of  last  session,  met  with  from 
the  nation  in  general.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  the  same  freedom  may  be 
taken  witli  any  proposition  made  by  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  in  consequence 
of  such  speech.  I  wiU  not  sa][^  the  ques- 
tion moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
was  penned  by  the  same  hand  that  penned 
his  Majesty's  Speech,  though  there  is  a 

ri  deal  of  reason  to  believe  it. — As  to 
motion,  I  have  one  very  great  objec- 
tion to  the  whole ;  it  is  too  cautiously  and , 
too  generally  worded:  under  such  general 
expressions  there  may  be  designs  con- 
cealed which  the  gentleman,  who  penned 
the  motion,  does  not  think  proper  now  to 
declare ;  but  when  they  come  to  be  ex- 
plained, this  House  may  then  probably 
find  itself  drawn  into  some  difficulties,  by 
making  use  of  such  uncertain  expressions 
in  the  Address  now  propottd.  There  is 
indeed  one  paragraph^  wnicn  1  shall  now 
lay  my  finger  on :  I  cannot  pretend  to  re- 
peat* be  very  words,  for  we,  who  hear  the 
Speech  and  the  motion  but  once  read,  are 
obliged  in  some  manner  to  shoot  flying; 
I  think  it  proposes  for  us  to  say  in  our  Ad- 
dress, "  That  we  will  support  his  Majesty 
in  dl  those  measures,  which  he  shall  think 
it  necessary  to  enter  into."  Now,  I  am 
afraid,  that  under  such  a  general  expres- 
aion,  there  mayl)e  couched,  or  at  least  it 
mi^  hereafter  be  insisted  on  that  tl^ere  is 
couched,  a  promise  of  a  Vote  of  Credit, 
and  therefore  I  should  be  willing  to  have 
those  words  a  little  explained ;  for  I  shall 
thnjB  endeavour,  as  much  as  I  can,  to 
prevent  this  House  being  rashly  drawn 
mto  such  promises :  I  shaU  not  pretend  to 
ofe  any  amendment  till  I  have  heard 
other  gentlemen's  sentiments ;  I  now  only 
kjwy  finger  ugon  diispan  of  tho  motion. 


after  other  gentlemen  have  spoke,  I  nmf 
possibly  give  my  opinion  farther,  and  per* 
naps  offer  an  Amendment;  but  I  couhl 
wish  rather  that  the  words  were  left  out^ 

Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  spoke  next: 


Mr.  Speaker;  I  agree  in  a  great 
sure  with  the  motion;  but  I  have  an  ob^ 
jection  to  the  passage  where  we  promise  to 
provide  for.  the  security  of  Lis  Majesty's 
Kingdoms,  *  Rights,'  and  *  Possessions  •^ 
Now,  Sir,  these  last  words  are  so  general, 
that  I  am  afraid  they  may  include  his  Ma-< 
jesty's  German  dominions;  I  am  persuaded 
they  will  be  understood  in  this  sense  by 
all  without  doors,  whatever  ^lis  House 
may  intend  to^mean  by  it :  the  gentleman 
who  opened  the  debate  has,  it  is  true^ 
satisiied  me,  and  I  believe  every  eentle- 
maa  in  the  House,  that  no  such  thin^  !• 
intended ;  but  I  thmkit  likewise  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  world  without  doors;  I  thins 
it  incumbent  upon  us,  to  assure  our  con- 
stituents, that  no  such  thing  was  ever 
meant,  and  therefore  I  think  it  will  be 
proper  to  add  some  explanatory  words; 
for  which  reason  I  shall  beg  leave  to  move 
for  this  Amendment,  via.  Tliat  the  words, 
'thereunto  belonging,'  may  be  added 
afler  the  word  >  Possessions,'  so  that  the 
sentence  will  run  thus,  *\  As  shall  secure 
his  Majesty's  kingdoms,  rights  and  posses^ 
^ons,thereuntobelonging,  from  all  dangera 
and  insults." 

Mr.  Campbell  replied : 

Mr.  Speaker  ;  I  believe  I  did  open  the 
affair  beiore.  us  in  the. manner  the  honour- 
able gentleman  pleased  to  mention  :  but  it 
was  not  from  an  opinion,  that  there  really 
was  any  possibility  for  putting  such  a  sense 
upon  mose  words,  as  the  gentleman  seems 
to  be  apprehensive  of :  they  are  so  fully 
explainea,  both  by  what  goes  before  and 
by  what  comes  afrer,  that  there  is  no  room 
for  imagining,  they  ever  were  meant  to 
comprehend  his  Majesty's  German  domi- 
nions ;  every  man  must  see  they  rdale 
only  to  the  foreign  rights  and  possessions 
belonging  to  th^  crown  of  Great  Britain  : 
I  gave  some  explanation  of  them,  only  to 
preclude  any  exception  being  tsJcen,  bf 
gentlemen's  consiaering  ibioae  ga[ieral 
words  by  themselves,  and  without  regard 
to  what  went  before,  or  foljowed  met  i 
but  to  any  gentleman  either  within  or 
without  doors,  who  considers  the  whole 
toother,  there  cannot  so  much  as  a  doubt 
arise  about  the  meaning  ;  they  can  relate 
tonothjpg  but  wJwtbwDgsto  hisMajeEtf. 
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asking  of  Great  Britain^  ther«fi>re  I  caanot 
thflok  diece  is  the  least  occasion  for  the 
▲meadmeiit  proposed. 

Xord  Coleraine  stood  up  and  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  has  not  m  the  least  satisfied  me^ 
as  to  the  meaning  to  be  put  upon  the 
words  objected  to  ;  for  if  those  Worda  be 
taken  in  a  MS^dci  grammatical  sense,  thcr^ 
ttiist  certunly  comprehend  his  Majesty^s 
German  ]>OBCunions :  those  dominions  are 
certamly  a  part  of  hb  Majesty's  posses- 
sionsy  and  as  such  most  be  compre- 
kended  under  those  ^nerd  words ;  nor 
can  I  see  any  restriction  put  upon  them, 
atther  by  what  goes  before,  or  what  follows 
after;  eyen  the  Amendment  proposed, 
win  not,  I  an  afraid,  be  sufficient  t9«re- 
flbrain  them  as  the^  ought  to  be,  and  there^ 
fere  I  a»  of  opinion,  that  the  Amendmoot 
oagbt  to  be  m  these  words,  *  belonging  to 
<  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,'  so  as  mat  the 
aentenoe  may  run  thus,  <  As  shall  secure 
iak  Majesty's  kingdoms,  and  all  the  rights 
and  possessions  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  from  al}  dai^ers  and  insult64' 

Mr,  Henry  PelHant  spoke  next,  as  fol- 
lows 2 

Mr.  S^ieaker ;  the  question  moved  by 
the  bonourable  gentleman  was,  I  thought^ 
so  aptly  worded,  and,  ^to  use  my  ^otihy 
friend's  expression,  so  cautiously  wordeo, 
that  I  did  not  imagine  any  objection  would 
have  been  made  to  it.  As  to  the  words, 
Rights  and  Possessions,  the  proper  mean- 
ing of  them  seems  to  me  certain  and  appa- 
ient :  doubts  baivelatety  been  raised  about 
some  of  those  dominions,  which  property 
belote  te  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
ihntffi  ^eee  never  was  any  foondation  for 
tibose  doubts,  yet  some  gentle»ien  have 
Strmgly  insisted  tbere  was  still  something 
wantin^^  something  &rther  necessary  to  be 
done,  m  order  to  secure  her  enjoyment  of 
Ikoee  possessions  :  from  that  consideration 
flhme^  if  diere  irere  no  other,  every  gentle- 
mmn  mast  conehide,  all  thatoould  be  meant 
ky  those  general  words,  was,  to  comprehend 
tteeevetal  British  possessions  in  foreign 
(larts  $  bat  as  to  his  Majes^s  German  do- 
innioBS,  as  they  in  no  way  belong  to  Uie 
arown  of  Great  Britain^  wmch  is  mentroned 
in  the  veiy  next  sentence,  I  cannot  beUeve 
any  geHtieman  in  this  House,  or  wWbout 
imrtOf  wiD  ever  imagine  they  werd  tnesnt 
«ibe  CDflflqpirehended  nnder  those  aeneral 
woids,  therefore  I  oaoaet  ttmyi  any 
at 


DebaiehikeConmom  [19S 

Mr.  Ptdtene^  stood  op  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  when  I  heard  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  and  the  motion  made  by 
the  nonoundile  gentleman,  I  was  in  hopes. 
Sir,  we  should  have  separated  to  day  wi^- 
out  any  debate ;  yet  I  must  own,  the  words 
taken  notice  of  by  my  honourable  friend 

iMr.  Shippen)  did  at  first  strike  me  a  little, 
was  inueed  a  little  afraid  of  the  conse- 
quences^ or  at  least  of  the  use  that  might 
be  made  of  such  words,  but  I  was  reserved 
to  pass  them  over  in  silence  :  however, 
now  they  are  taken  notice  of,  I  must  say, 
some  Amendment  in  order  to  restrain  thdtn 
a  little,  will  not  be  unnecessary.  I  am 
not  for  leaving  them  out  entirely,  because 
one  part  of  his  Majesty's  Speech  would 
stana  without  any  answer  ;  and  I  am  un- 
willing this  House  should,  upon  any  occa- 
sion, shew  the  least  want  of  respect  and 
complaisance  towards  his  Majesty.  1 
therefore  take  the  liberty  to  propose  an 
amendment,  but  I  must  acquaint  the 
House,  that  the  motion  I  am  to  make,  is 
without  any  view  of  making  a  difference  or 
division  among  us  this  day  ;  nor  shall  I  in- 
sist upon  it,  if  not  entirely  agreeable  to 
every  gentleman  in  this  House.  I  know 
very  well,  we  are  not  tied  dotm  by  any 
general  expressions  in  an  Addr^  of 
llianks  to  nis  Majesty  :  but  I  remember, 
a  Vote  of  Credit  passed  in  this  House^  to- 
wards the  close  of  a  session,  *  for  which 
there  was  no  other  foundation  but  some 
general  expressions  in  the  Address  of 
Thanks,  which  had  been  voted  the 'first  day 
of  the  session,  in  answer  to  his  Majes^fr^ 
Speech  from  the  throne  ;  and  therefore  we 
ougiit  to  be  eitremely  cautious  in  agreeing^ 
to  any  sort  of  wordSi  from  whence  the 
promise  of  a  Vote  of  Credit  may  be  gfter* 
wards  inferred  :  for  this  reason  I  sb£u[  beg 
leave  to  add  a  few  words  by  way  of  Amend- 
ment, viz.  <  Provided  such  measures  akaH 
'  appear  to  this  House  to  have  been  neces- 
^  sary  for  obtaining  such  ends.'  In  which 
case  the  paragraph,  taken  notice  of  by  my 
worthy  friend  will  run  thus,  *  And  to  assure 
his  Majesty,  that  he  may  entirely  d^end 
upon  the  support  and  assistance  of  liia 
mithful  Commons,  in  such  measures  as  he 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  eater  into,  for  at- 
taining and  securing  these  great  and  vn^ 
luable  purposes  ;  provided  such  measures 
shall  appear  to  tne  House  to  have  been 
necessary  for  obtaming  such  ends.'  To 
this 
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Sir  Robert  Wuhde  repfied: 

Mr.  Speaker ;  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  ipoke  last  has  proposed  an 
anen^baient,  but  has  not  made  any  direct 
.motion  for  that  purpose;  and  he  was 
pleased  to  say,  what  he  proposed  was 
without  any  view  of  making  a  difference 
or  division  among  us ;  I  am  very  glad  to 
find  that  gentleman  is  now  come  to  be  of 
that  way  of  thinking,  for  nothing  can  con- 
tribute more  to  the  honour  of  this  House, 
than  a  harmony  and  unanimity  in  all  our 
proceedings;  &erefore  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  not  insist  upon  the  amendment  he 
has  proposed^ — One  of  the  objections  to 
the  question  before  us,  made  by  the  gen- 
tJeman^  who  spoke  first  against  it,  was  that 
it  was  too  general,  and  worded  with  too 
modi  caution :  this  is  an  objection  of  a 
•wtry  new  nature ;  the  chief  objection  to 
admresses  of  this  nature  has  generally  been, 
that  they  descended  too  much  into  parti- 
culars, imd  were  not  worded  with  proper 
eaHtton.  From  this  general  objection  the 
geodeman  was  pleased  to  come  to  a  parti- 
c^ar,  and  took  notice  of  some  words 
aider  which,  he  said,  he  believed  ^i  Vote 
ef  Credit  was  intended  to  be  couched : 
but  does  not  every  gentleman  in  ibis  House 
know,  that  his  Majesty  never  desires  any 
•odi  thing  as  a  promise  of  a  Vote  of  Credit, 
nor  has  it  ever  been  usual,  for  this  House 
to  uMike  any  such  promise  \  The  usual 
method  has  dways  been,  whenever  his 
Mmesty  wanted  any  such  thing  as  a  Vote 
of  Credit,  he  always  acquainted  the  House 
of  it  by  a  direct  message  for  that  purpose ; 
therefore  there  is  now  no  ground  to  pre- 
ffume  an  intention  of  couching  a  promise 
of  a  Vote  of  Credit,  under  any  general 
words  proposed  to  be  put  into  the  address. 
— ^As  to  the  case  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  I 
don't  remember  there  was  ever  any  Vote 
of  Credit,  founded  upon  a  pretended  pro- 
mise contained  in  the  Address  of  thanks  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session.  There  may 
have  been  a  case,  but  I  cannot  say  whether 
it  may  have  been  a  late  case,  or  one  of  an 
older  date:  however  this  I  am  certain  of, 
that  no  such  thing  is  intended  by  the  words 
DOW  objected  to,  nor  will  there,  I  believe, 
he  any  such  use  made  of  them*-— The  other 
objection  is  equally  without  foundation.  I 
do  not  believe  it  can  so  much  as  once  enter 
into  the  heart  of  any  man  to  imagine,  that 
by  the  words  ^  Rights  and  Possessions',  this 
House  means  to  include  his  Majesty's 
German  dominions :  if  ever  those  domi-> 
nions  should  comt  io  ba  in  such  danger. 


as  that  bis  Majesty  should  find  it  neces* 
sary  to  ask  the  assistance  of  this  nation,  he 
would  certainly  do  it  by  a  direct  message 
to  parliament ;  I  am  very  sure,  at  present, 
no  such  thing  is  thought  of,  nor  is  there 
the  least  shadow  of  reason  for  suspecting 
there  will  be  any  occasion  for  such  de- 
mand :  the  words,  ^  Rights  and  Posses- 
sions,' must  therefore  be  understood  to 
relate  only  to  the  foreign  possessions  be- 
longing to  Great  Britain ;  had  those  words 
been  left  out,  to  willing  minds,  at  least,  it 
would  have  afforded  a  pretence  for  the 
raising  of  much  greater  alarms  without 
door^ ;  it  then  might  probably  have  been 
said,  that  we  were  going  to  ^ve  up  some  of 
those  valuable  possessions  we  have  abroad ; 
possessions  so  valuable,  that  I  hope  this 
nation  will  never  consent  to  give  them  up. 
— Upon  the  whole,  Sir, /however  unwiUing 
some  gentlemen  may  pretend  to  be,  to 
create  differences  and  make  divisions  in 
this  House,  I  am  persuaded,  nothing  but  s 
desire  to  do  so,  could  have  raised  objec* 
tions  to  the  question  now  in  your  hand^ 
and  as  I  have  not  heard  any  colour  or  rea- 
son for  supporting  the  amendm^its  of* 
fered,  I  must  be  against  them. 

Sir  WUUam  Wyndham  spoke  next : 

Mr.  Speaker;  tlmugh  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  does  not  seem 
to  remember  the  case  mentioned  by  the 
gentleman  who  ^K>ke  just  before  him,  I 
remember  it  well,  and  I  speak  of  it  with 
the  greater  confidence,  because  this  very 
morning  I  looked  over  some  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Uie  House,  together  with  my  honour- 
able firiend,  by  which  I  found  that  famous 
Vote  of  Credit  was  agreed  to  in  this  HousOt 
April  12,  1727,  towards  the  close  of  the 
session :  I  remember  there  was  a  very  ^lia 
House,*  and  no  other  foandation  for  that 
vote,  hardly  indeed  any  material  argument 
offered  in  mvour  of  it,  than  what  has  been 
mentioned  by  my  honourable  friend.  I 
remember  it  bore  a  very  strenuous  debate, 
and  that  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Winnington) 
who  sits  behind  the  honourable  person  who 
spoke  last,  had  a  very  considerable  share 
in  that  debate,  and  was  one  of  the  tellers 
against  the  question. — ^Whether  any  such 
use  is  now  mtended  to  be  made  of  the 


♦  It  is  surprising^  that  sir  William  having 
that  very  day  consulted  the  Journals,  Rhould 
have  been  mistaken  in  this  particular ;  for  tb« 
division  upon  the  question  was  829  in  the  ma- 
jority, and  109  in  the  minority,  which  at  the 
close  of  the  session  is  a  remarkably  fuUflouse. 
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general  expresfiions  objected  to,  I  shall  not 
say ;  but  that  I  do  not  take  to  be  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute:  the  proper  question  is 
.whether  any  such  use  can  be  made  of 
those  general  expressions  ?  for  if  it  can, 
we  are  not  to  depend  upon  the  assurances 
of  any  member  of  this  House  that  it  will 
not ;  therefore,  lest  any  such  use  should 
hereailer  be  made  of  those  general  expres- 
sions, it  is  highly  necessary  some  words 
should  be  added,  for  restrammg  them  to 
what  is  now  declared  to  be  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  them :  for  my  own  part,  I 
jun  very  easy  about  it,  because  I  am  now 
free  to  declare,  that  if  ever  any  Vote  of 
Credit  of  the  same  nature  with  those  lately 
agreed  to  be  proposed  or  moved  for  in  this 
House,  I  shall  always  be  against  any  such, 
as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  sit  in  this 
House ;  nor  shall  any  general  words,  or 
any  express  promise  contained  in  any 
former  Address,  be  of  the  least  weight 
with  me  in  such  a  debate. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Winnington  gave  an  ac- 
.  count  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  agreed  to  in 
the  year  1727;  but  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr. 
Sandys  objecting  to  his  account  of  that 
transaction, 

Sir  WiUiam  Yonge  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  was  at  some  distance, 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
floor  first  mentioned  the  case,  which  seems 
now  to  be  the  subject  of  debate;  and 
though  I  had  not  looked  into  the  Journals 
this  morning,  yet  I  could  not  but  think  it 
•was  impossible,  that  ever  any  House  of 
Commons  should  have  proceeded  in  the 
.  manner  represented.  I  have  now  looked 
upon  the  Journals  of  that  and  the  t>re- 
ceeding  session,  and  as  I  have  the  book  in 
my  hand,  I  shall  from  thence  set  that  mat- 
ter in  a  dear  light.  In  the  year  1726,  his 
late  Majesty  sent  an  express  Message  to 
the  House  of.  Commons*  then  sitting,  by 
which  he  acquainted  them,  that  in  order 
to  prevent  and  frustrate  such  designs,  as 
had  been  formed  against  the  particiSar  in- 
terest of  this  nation  and  the  general  peace, 
of  Europe,  he  found  it  necessary  not  only 
to  augment  his  maritime  force,  but  to  con- 
cert such  other  measures  as  might  most 
effectually  conduce  to  these  desirable  ends ; 
and  as  these  services  would  require  some 
extraordinary  expence,  his  Majesty  hoped 
he  should  be  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of 
parliament,  to  encrease  the  number  of 
seamen  then  before  voted  and  granted  for 

^  Sss  Vol.  8,  p.  6t6. 


the  service  of  that  year ;  and  to  enter  into 
and  make  good  such  Engagements,  as  the 
circumstances    and    exigency    of  a&iis 
might  require.    Upon  tAis  Message,  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  in  duty  they  ought, 
voted  and  presented  an  Address  to  his 
Maiesty,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  make 
such  addition  to  the  number  of  seamen 
then  before  voted;   and  to  concert  such 
other  measures,  as  his  Maiesty  should  in 
his  great  wisdom  think  would  best  conduce 
to  the  security  of  the  trade  and  naviga^joa 
of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  preservatW 
of  the  peace  of  Europe ;  ana  assured  his 
Majesty  that  the  House  would  effectually 
provide  for,  and  make  good  all  such  ex- 
pences  and  engagements,  as  should  be 
made  for  obtaimng  those  gr^at  and  desira- 
ble ends. — At  the  beginmng  of  next  ses- 
sion, his  Majesty,  in  his  speech  expressly 
said.  That  as  the  expence  he  had  in  the 
preceding  year  been  in  a  particular  man- 
ner intrusted  to  make  had  amounted  to 
no  considerable  sum ;  and  the  public  utc- 
lity  might  agam  require  the  like  services 
to  be  performed,  he  hoped  they  wouM 
again  repose  the  same  trust  and  confidence 
in  him.    To  this  the  House  oi  Commons 
in  their  Address  of  Thanks,*  as  expressly 
answer  and  promise,  that  ihey  would  re- 
pose such  a  trust  and  confidence  in  his 
Majesty  as  the  public  utility  should  re- 
quire, and  as  his  jVIajesty  should  find  rea- 
sonable and  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
great  work,  in  which  his  Majes^  was  en- 
gaged, for  the  interest  and  security  of  his 
people,  and  the  conunon  cause  of  Europe. 
— Thus  every  gentleman  may  see,  that 
the  Vote  of  Credit  agreed  to  at  the  end  of 
thats  ession,  was  not  in  consequence  of  a 
few  eeneral  words  in  their  Address   of 
Thanks,  in  return  to  his  Majesty's  Speech 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session ;  but  in 
consequence  of  an  express  demand  in  the 
Speecn,  and  as  express  a  promise  in  the 
Address  of  Thanks;  and  from  thence,  I 
think,  every  gentleman  may  see  how  vastly 
different  that  case  is  from  what  is  now  tJie 
subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  Scroope  stood  up,  and  gave  an 
exact  account  of  the  several  Votes  of 
Credit  passed  by  the  House ;  and  declared 
it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  any  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress: hereupon 

Mr.  Ptdteney  rose  up  again  and  said  : 

Sir ; — The  honourable  gentleman,  wha 

•  Se#Vol.8,p.W3. 
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•pdce  last,  has  in  a  few  words  explained 
how  the  several  Votes  of  Credit  have  been 
granted ;  he  and  I  do  not  .diffar  much  in 
our  accounts ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  spoke  with  the  book  in  his  hand, 
and  set  out  with  a  promise  of  clearing  that 
matter  fully,  has,  m  my  opinion,  and  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him,  left  the  matter  just  where 
he  found  it ;  therefore  I  would  advise  him, 
far  the  future,  to  speak  without  book. — 
Can  any  gentleman  imagine,  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  paragraph  of  his  late  Ma^ 
jes^s  Speech  mentionea  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  or  the  Answer  thereto  in 
the  Address  of  Thanks,  a  Vote  of  Credit 
was  or  ought  to  have  been  agreed  to,  with- 
out a  new  Message  from  his  Majesty,  signi- 
fying that  the  public  utility  did  actually 
again  require  the  reposing  of  such  a  trust 
and  confidence  in  his  Majesty,  as  had  been 
r^Hised  in  him  the  preceding  year  ?    Does 
any  gentleman  suppose,  that  this  House  is 
to  repose  such  a  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  crown,  only  because  it  is  demanded 
by  the  crown,  and  without  assigning  any 
reason  for  so  doing  ?    No,  Sir,  I  .appeal 
to  every  gentleman  present  when  that  Ad- 
dress was  agreed  to,  whether  he  did  not 
think,  that  3l  that  was  meant  or  intend- 
ed by  those  general  assurances  in  their 
Addi^iss  of  Thanks,  was,  that  they  would 
again  repose  the  same  trust  and  confidence 
m  his  Majesty,  if  upon  a  new  Message,  it 
could  be  shewn  them,  that  the  public  uti- 
lity required  it;    but  gentlemen    found 
afterwards  another  use  made    of  those 
general  expressions;   they  were  at  the 
end  of  the  session  made  the  onlv   ar- 
gument for  agreeing  to  a  Vote  of  Cre- 
£t;    and   lest    the   same   thing   should 
be  again  practised,  we  ought  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  of  putting  any  such  gene- 
ral expressions  in  our  Address  of  Thanks. 
— ^When  I  first  stood  -up,  I  said  I  had  no 
int^:ition  of  making  a  division  or  difierence 
amongst  us  to  day,  and  the  honourable 
gentl^nan,  who  ^oke  next  afier  me,  said, 
he  was  glad  to  find  me  in  that  way  of 
thinkintf.    Sir,  I  am  now  in  the  same  way 
of  thinking  I  always  was;   and  if  other 
gentlemen  think  in  the  same  way  they 
have  lately  taken  up,  I  am  afinaid  we  shall 
have  many  and  great  differences  before 
^lis  session  can  well  be  at  an  end.    The 
honourable  gentlanan  said  he  did  not  re- 
member, whether  the  case  of  a  Vote  of 
Credit  I  mentioned  was  of  a  late  or  old 
date:  alas»  Sir,  there  are  no  su.ch  votes  of 
nedittabe  found  of  an  old  date;  votes  of 


credit  of  dd  were  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture, they  were  never  so  much  as  asked, 
but  for  some  particular  purposes  expressly 
mentioned ;  the  sum  was  always  limited ; 
the  parliament  became  sureties  only  for 
that  sum;  and  an  exact  account  was  afler- 
wards  given  to. parliament  to  what  pur-* 

goses  the  money  so  granted  was  applied : 
ut  our  late  votes  of  credit  have  ail  been 
granted' in  the  dark;  we  have  granted 
sums  unlimited  without  knowing  to  what 
uses  the  mon^  so  to  be  raised  was  to  be 
applied;  and  we  could  never  have  any 
proper  account,  though  often  asked  for, 
how  the  money  was  disposed  oi, — How- 
ever, Sir,  though  I  wish  we  may  separate 
to  day  without  any  division,  yet  I  hope  we 
shall  nave  many  days  after  this  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  a£&irs  of  very 
great  consequence.  The  calamitous  situa-' 
tion  of  our  a£birs  both  at  home  and  abroad 
necessarily  requires  the  consideration  of 
parliament :  tnere  are  many,  many  grie- 
vances l^oth  foreign  and  domestic,  under 
which  the  nation  groans  at  present,  and 
which  call  loudly  for  redress ;  therefore, 
though  we  promise  not  to  protract  or 
prolong  the  session  by  unnecessary  de-« 
lays,  yet  I  hope  we  shall  not  separate  be- 
fore we  have  taken  all  those  matters  pro- 
pedy  under  our  consideration :  the  State 
of  tne  Nation  must  be  called  for,  and,  I 
dare  say,  this  House  ef  Commons,  which 
has  shewn  so  much  regard  for  their  fellow- 
subjectSy'will  envy  any  succeeding  House 
of  Commons  the  glory  of  redressing  those 
many  grievances  we  now  labour  under: 
on  such  an  occasion,  I  hope,  gentlemen 
will  be  emulous  who  shall  attend  best ;  and 
when  such  a  spirit  of  liberty  appears  over 
the  whole  nation,  I  am  convinced  no  qiaa 
•will  dare  desert  his  duty  in  this  Hou^e, 
when  afl^rs  of  such  moment  demand  hit 
attendance  in  parliament. 

The  above  Amendments  not  being  in- 
sisted on,  the  question  was  put  upon  Mr. 
Campbell's  motion,  and  agreed  to  without 
a  division :  a  Committee  was  also  appointed 
to  draw  up  an  Address  of  Thanks  accord- 
ingly. 

"  The  Commons^  Address  of  Thanks.^ 
January  1$.  The  said  AddCress  was  re- 
ported to  Uie  House,  and  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

.  "  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 

loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 

Britain  in  Paiiiament  assembled,  beg  leave 

to  return   your  Majesty  our   busiest 
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Thanks  for  your  most  gracioui  Speech 
from  the  throne. 

"  We  are  truly  sensible  of  your  Ma;- 
jesty's  goodness;  and  hear  with  the  deepest 
sense  of  gratitude  the  concern  you  are 
pleased  to  express^  for  the  war  unhi^pily 
begun  in  Europe ;  and  acknowledge  with 
the  highest  satis&ction  this  new  proof 
your  Majesty  has  given  us,  of  your  mat 
wisdom  in  waiting  at  this  nice  and  cntical 
juncture,  the  result  of  the  councils  of 
those  powers,  who  are  mOre  nearly  and 
unmediatehr  interested  in  the  conse- 
quences of  this  war,  before  your  Majesty 
makes  any  final  determination  for  your 
own  conduct;  not  wondering,  that  the 
same  prudence  and  precaution,  the  same 
concern  and  circumspection,  that  have 
guided  and  directed  every  step  hither- 
to taken  in  your  Majesty's  happy  and 
auspicious  reign,  should  now  induce  you  to 
take  time  to  examine  the  &cts  alledged  on 
both  sides,  and  to  concert  with  those  Allies, 
who  are  under  the  same  Engagements  with 
your  Majesty  without  having  taken  part  in 
the  war,  paixicularly  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  such  measures,  as 
shall  be  thought  most  adviseable  for  the 
common  safety,  and  for  restoring  the 
peace  of  Europe. 

**  That  your  Majesty  in  all  your  trans- 
actions, in  this  great  and  important  affiur, 
will  have  the  stnctest  regard  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  your  crown  a^ d  kingdom, 
end  to  the  true  interest  of  your  people,  is 
what  not  only  your  Majesty's  royal  assu- 
rances, but  pur  happy  experience  of  all 
your  Maiesty's  past  conduct  leave  us  no 
room  to  doubt. 

**  And  as  we  have  an  entire  confidence 
in  your  Majesty's  judgment  to  discern,  and 
solicitude  to  procure  the  welfare  and  in- 
terest of  your  subjects,  so  your  Majesty 
may  depend  upon  the  efiectual  support  and 
ready  assistance  of  your  fiuthful  Commons 
in  all  such  measures,  as  your  Majesty  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  enter  into  for  attaining 
and  securing  these  great  ends. 

^<  And  we  beg  leave  farther  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  that  your  Commons  will 
make  such  provision  for  the  safety  of  your 
kingdoms,  as  tJie  present  situation  of  afiairs 
and  exigency  of  the  tunes  require ;  such 
provisions,  as  shall  effectually  secure  your 
Majes^'s  kingdoms,  rights,  and  posses- 
sions, n-om  all  msults  and  dangers;  as  shall 
preserve  the  respect  due  to  the  British 
nation  abroad,  and  guard  its  safety  at 
home;  that  not  the  least  encouragement 
may  be  given  to  the  desperate  views  of 
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those,  who  never  &il  to  flatter  thcms^ei 
with  hopes  of  some  advantage  from  pufaHc 
troubles  and  disorders,  and  of  molesting 
the  inseparable  interests  of  your  Majesty 
and  your  people. 

<^  Such  Estimates  and  Demands,  a* 
your  Majesty  shall  think,  fit  to  lay  before 
your  Commons  for  the  public  service, 
shall  be  immediately  taken  into  our  con« 
sideration ;  and  your  Majesty  may  depend 
on  our  kn,own  seal  for  raising  such  Sup- 
plies, as  shall  be  necessary  and  answerame 
to  the  present  circumstances,  with  our 
usual  cheerfidness  and  approved  fidelity, 
and  a  due  regard  both  to  me  ease  and  in* 
terest  of  our  fellow  subjects.^ 

<^  And  that  the  pubuc  business  may  be 
dispatched  with  all  proper  expedition,  and 
the  present  session  not  protracted  by  any 
unnecessary  delays,  we  will  endeavour  to 
avoid  all  heats  and  animosities,  and  to 
proceed  with  that  unanimity,  which  the 
justice  and  prudence  of  your  Migesty's 
mild  and  wise  government  may  expect  and 
claim,  and  may  pve  weight  to  our  delibe* 
rations,  and  mountain  the  digni^  of  pai> 
liament." 

The  King^s  Anstjoer.^  Jan*  19-  The 
above  Address  was  presented  to  the  King, 
who'^retumed  the  following  Answer: 

**  Gentlemen, 
"  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very 
dutiful,  affiectionate,  and  loyal  Address, 
and  for  the  confidence  you  repose  in  me, 
which,  you  may  be  assured,  shall  always 
be  employed  for  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  true  interest  of  my  people." 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Sir  «7.  Rush* 
oui^s  Motion  Jhr  Cojnes  of  the  Instructions 
sent  to  the  British  Ministers  in  France  and 
Spain^  relating  to  the  Execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  SexSle.']  Jan.  23.  The  House 
resolved.  That  an  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  give  directions,  that  a 
copy  of  tne  Treaty  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  Emperor,  concluded  at  Vienna  in 
the  year  17S1,  with  the  secret  and  separate 
articles,  and  the  States  Generals  Act  of 
Concurrence  to  the  same,  should  be  laid 
before  the  House.  Then  sir  John  Rmh* 
out  stood  up,  and  moved,  **  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  that  he  would  oe  pleased  to  give  di« 
rection,  that  the  Letters  and  Instructions 
sent  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  at  the 
Court  of  France  and  Spain,  relating  to 
the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Serale^ 
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dioald  be  also  laid  before  the  House*: 
upon  which  ensued  a  debate,  in  which 

Sir  Wiiliam  Yonge  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ; — I  do  not  stand  up,  to  say  any 
thing  against  4he  power,  which  this  House 
has  of  calling  for  whatever  papers  they 
may  think  necessary,  to  give  them  proper 
lights  into  any  a^ir  they  are  going  to 
iS^e  uhder  ccmsideration :  that  the  House 
has  such  a  power,  is  what  I  believe  no 
gentleman  will  deny ;  but  then  every  one 
must  grant,  that  this  power  ought  to  be 
used  with  great  caution  and  mscretion; 
DO  piapers  ought  to  be  called  for,  but  those 
which  pn^erly  relate  to  the  al&ir  in 
hand,  and  without  which  it  would  be  im« 
possible  to  understand  fully  and  clearly 
what  we  are  to  be  about.  It  has  been  re- 
sohred  to  address  his  Majesty,  to  order  a 
Ccm  o€  the  Treaiy  of  Vienna  to  be  laid 
h&ore  us,  but  I  cannot  apprehend  what 
eonnection  there  is  or  can  be,  between 
that  Treaty  and  the  fetters  and  instructions 
sent  to  our  ministers  at  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain,  relating  to  the  Treaty 
(£  Seville.  Can  it  be  supposed,  that  those 
letters  and  instructions  have  any  relation 
or  concern  with  a  treaty  afterwards  con- 
cluded widi  the  Emperor,  who  was  not  at 
that  time  in  good  terms  with  either  of  the 
other  two  courts  ?  As  all  such  negodations 
are  carryed  on  in  the  most  secret  manner 
possible,  it  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  sup- 
posed, that  our  ministers,  either  at  the 
court  of  France  or  Spain,  knew  any  ^ing 
of  those  negotiations  at  Vienna,  which  so 

*  ^  The  parliament  assembled  on  the  17th 
Jamwry,  and  as  it  was  the  tast  Ression,  the 
mtoority  exerted  their  utmost  eifurts  to  distress 
the  lainster,  aad  lo  increase  his  unpopularity. 
The  plan  of  attack  was  in  this,  as  iti  the  ses- 
aoft  of  17S0,  principally  formed  by  Baling- 
koke ;  and  nnder  bis  auspices,  and  bv  his 
^ectioD,  ably  conduicted  by  sir  William  Ifl'^od- 
kam,  who  seems  to  have  particfilarly  distin- 
j^uished  himself  in  the  debates.  They  first 
u'ted  tbcir  strength  in  various  motions  for  pa- 
ffrs  and  copies  of  instructions  which  were  sent 
to  the  British  ministers  in  France  and  Spain  ; 
fcrsB  address  to -know  h^w  far  the  Kinij^  was 
engaged  by  his  good  offices  in  the  causes  Qf 
the  war  against  the  en»peror ;  and  tor  an  ac- 
eowit  ef  what  application  had  been  made  by 
t^  parties  engaged  in  hostitities.  lo  these  mo- 
tkms  tbeir  exertions  were  baffled  by  the  minis- 
ter, and  the  smallest  m^yorit^'in  his  favour  was 
95.  'Having  exhansted  their  efforts  in  regard 
Id  feretgn  transactions,  in  uinch  be  appeared 
to  be  moat  mhierable,  they  directed  their  views 
Coza^Walpoto. 


happily  ended  in  that  treaty;  and  there- 
fore it  is  impossible  to  suppose,  that  we 
can,  from  the  letters  and  instructions  sent 
to  them,  receive  any  light  or  information, 
with  respect  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna  now 
called  for. — ^But  granting.  Sir,  that  some 
possible  connection  mi^t  be  found  out, 
oetween  the  treaty  of  Vienna  and  the  let- 
ters and  instructions  which  the  honou^ble 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  move  for, 
yet  there  is  another  rule  to  be  observed  in 
the  using  that  power  which  this  House 
has  o£  c^iing  for  papers,  which,  in  the 
prescQt  case,  will  be  an  efiectual  bar  to  the 
motion:  though  this  House  has  a  power  of 
calling  for  Jrapers,  yet  we  ought  in  no 
case  to  call  for  those  Papers  which  may 
contain  secrets,  the  publishing  whereof 
might  be  of  signal  disadvantage  to  the 
commcmwealth ;  I  believe  it  will  be 
granted,  that  a  secret  communicated  once 
to  this  House,  is  in  great  danger  of  not  re- 
maining long  a  secret :  it  was  never  known 
that  a  secret  was  long  kept  by  any  such 
numerous  assembly;  andT  therefore  we 
ought  to  be  eictremely  cautious,  and  never 
cau  for  any  papers  which  may  contain 
sudi  secrets.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  know  the  nature  of  those  in- 
structions or  letters ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
some  of  them  may  contain  something  not 
proper  to  be  published  to  the  world  at  this 
juncture ;  the  publishing  of  them  might, 
perhaps,  open  old  sores,  and  give  offence 
to  some  of^  those  powers  with  whom  we 
have  at  present  a  good  imderstanding ;  by 
which  his  Majesty's  negotiations  fer  re- 
storing the  tranquillity  of  Europe  might  be 
very  much  embarrassed,  perhaps  rendered 
entirely  fruitless ;  and  tb^efore  I  cannot 
but  think,  that  any  such  general  call  for 
papers  is  now,  mid  always  will  be  of  dan<« 
gerous  consequence. — U  this  House  should 
at  any  thne  hereafler  resolve  to  take  the 
treaty  of  SeviUe  into  their  consideration, 
when  ^at  day  comes,  if  any  getitleman  of 
tills  House  can  then  lay  his  nn^er  on  any 
particular  Paper,  which  he  thimcs  may  be 
necessary  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
he  may  then  move  for  it,  and  the  House 
may,  n  they  think  proper,  agi'ee  to  such  a 
motion :  but  to  make  such  a  general  mo- 
tion as  the  present,  and  to  call  for  all  the 
letters  and  instructions  sent  to  our  Mi- 
nisters at  those  two  Courts  in  general,  I 
think  most  improper  and  irregular,  and 
therefore  I  shall  give  my  negative  to  it* 

Sir  William  JVi/ndham  replied : 

Sir}— Notwithstanding  what   the  he- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tOS]  7  GEORGE  II. 

nourable  gentlemaiiy  who  spoke  last,  has 
said,  I  cannot  help  beinff  of  opinion,  that 
the  motion  made  by  my  honourable  friend 
is  reffular,  and  that  the  papers  he  has 
called  for,  aris  such  as  must  necessarily 
tend  to  give  the  House  a  great  deal  of  in- 
formation, not  only  with  relation  to  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  but  likewise  with  relation 
to  the  treaty  which  we  shall  soon  have,  I 
hope,  laid  before  us,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  we  have  just  now  come  to ;  and 
therefore  I  take  it  to  be  as  proper  now,  as 
it  can  be  when  the  day  comes  which  the 
gentleman  speaks  of.^ — As  to  any  secret 
which  may  be  contained  in  the  papers 
called  for,  and  which  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per at  present  to  publish  to  the  world,  that 
can  be  no  argument  against  the  motion ; 
because,  if  that  should  happen  to  be  the 
case,  his  Majesty  would  communicate  to 
us  none  but  such  as  contained  no  such 
lecrets;  and  in  his  answer  to  our  Address 
^ould  acquamt  us,  that  the  other  letters 
or  instructions  contained  such  secrets  as 
were  not  proper  to  be  revealed  at  present : 
this  would  be  a  proper  answer  from  his 
Majesty,  and  such  an  answer  as  tliis  House 
would  certainly  rest  satisfied  with,  unlesa 
some  very  strong  reasons  appeared  to  the 
contrary :  but.  Sir,  this  is  an  answer  which 
ought  not  to  be  taken  from  any  other  per- 
son but  his  Majesty  ;  it  is  below  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House  to  take  it  from  any 
other ;  it  is  what  no  member  of  this  House 
ought  so  much  as  to  insinuate ;    for  any' 
such  insinuation  is  offering  an  indignity  to 
the  crown,  because  it  seems  to  be  a  dictat- 
ing to  his  Majesty,  and  prescribing  to  him 
what  answer  he  is  to  make  to  the  address  of 
Ma  House.     The  gentleman  spoke  of 
opening  old  sores,  and  that  the  publishing 
of  those  papers  might  give  offence  to  some 
of  those  powers  we  are  now  in  friendship 
with ;  this  seems  to  be  a  very  extraordinary 
reason  against  the  motion ;  for  I  am  sure 
this  reason  will  hold  equally  good  against 
calling  for  any  treaty,  or  any  paper  relat- 
ing to  fotcign  negotiations ;  and  I  can  see 
no  difference  between  denying  that  the 

*  House  has  a  power  to  call  for  any  papers, 
and  making  use  of  an  argument,  which,  if 
allowed,  would  render  that  power  altoge- 

-  ther  ineffectual :  but,  Sir,  I  would  gladly 
know  what  prince,  what  state  there  is  now 
m  Europe,  whom  we  have  not  disobliged 
and  fallen  out  with  by  turns ;  and  shaJl  it 
be  said,  that  the  publishing  of  those  nego- 
tiations which  we  carried  on  wliile  we  were 
at  enmity,  or  at  least  not  in  a  cordial 
firxendihip  with*tbemj  will  open  tho»e  sores 
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whiph  were  entirely  healed  up  by  a  new 
.treaty  afterward  concluded  with  them? 
Does  not  every  gentleman  see,  that  this 
argument  strikes  against  this  House's  ever 
desiring  to  have  any  foreign  treaty  or  ne- 
gotiation laid  before  them,  except  such  as 
have  been  before  published  to  the  world  ? 
— As  to  the  connection  between  the  pa- 

Eers  now  moved  for  and  the  treaty  just 
efore  called  for,  it  is  in  my  opinion  evi- 
dent :  For  what  end  have  we  called  for  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  ?    What  are 
we  to  consider  o^  when  we  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  Uiat  treaty  ?    Are  not  we 
to  consider,  whether  it  was  for  the  benefit, 
of  this  nation,  or  not  ?    And  how  shall  we 
determine  this,  without  knowing  the  cir- 
cumstances, or  those  afiairs,  wmch  made 
it  necessary  for  us  to  conclude  such  a 
burthensome  treaty  ?    It  is  weU  known^ 
that  by  that  treaty  we  entered  into  very 
^reat  engagements ;  engagements,  which^ 
if  punctusJly  perform^,  may  cost  this 
nation  infinite  sums  of  money ;  and  engage- 
ments which  we  certainly  ought  not  to 
have  entered  into,  if  the  public  tranquillitjr 
could  have  been  established  at  any  cheaper 
rate.    Is  it  to  be  presumed,  that  the  im- 
possibility, which  was  found  of  carrying' 
the  treaty  of  Seville  into  execution,  with* 
out  involving  ourselves  and  all  Europe  in 
a  bloody  war,  was  what  made  it  necessary 
for  us  to  agree  to  those  engagements  con- 
tained in  the  treaty  of  Vienna :  and  how  is 
it  possible  for  us  to  determine,  whether  or 
no  there  was  an  impossibility  of  carrying 
the  treaty  of  Seville  into  execution,  with-, 
out  having  all  those  papers  first  laid  before 
us,  which  relate  to  tne  execution  of  that 
treaty?    It  was,  I  remember,  when  first 
concluded,  a   treaty   which   was    much 
bragged  of  by  the  firiends  of  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  last ;  and  if  it  was  so  good  a 
thing,  I  cannot  find  out  why  he  or  his 
friends  should  be  so  fond  of  keeping  secret 
either  the  means  by  which  it  was  obtained^' 
or  the  methods  that  were  afterwards  used 
for  carrying  it  into  execution.    As  to  the 
means  by  which  that  treaty  was  obtained^ 
they  may  not,  perhaps,  relate  much  to  the 
treaty  of  Vienna ;  but  as  to  the  methods 
used  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  the 
last  of  which  was  the  treaty  of  Vienna, 
every  man  must  see  the  connection,  and 
therefore  every  man  must  be  convinced, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  the  pa- 
pers now  moved  for  laid  before  us,  before 
we  can  properly  take  the  treaty  of  Vienna 
into  our  consideration. — His  Majesty,  Sir, 
in  bis  speech  firom  the  tlv one,  recommends* 
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the  present  situation  of  affiiirs  to  the  con- 
ftideration  of  Parliament ;  he  recommends 
it  to  us  thoroughly  to  weigh  and  consider 
all  circumstances  before  we  come  to  a 
final  determination ;  but  if  such  things  as 
are  necessary  for  our  information  are, 
when  called  u)r,  refused  by  those  in  power, 
how  is  it. possible  for  us  to  answer  his  Ma- 
jesty's expectations  I  It  must  be  owned, 
that  we  have  of  late  years  been  m  very  odd 
circumstances ;  and  our  present  situation 
may,  perhaps,  in  the  opimon  of  many,  be 
owmg,in8ome  measure,  to  the  mismanage- 
ment of  those  in  the  administration;  I 
shall  not  say  it  is  so;  but  if  this  be  not 
the  case,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  refusing 
the  papers  now  called  for ;  and  if  this  be 
really  the  case,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  in- 
quired into;  and  the  papers  now  called 
ior,  as  well  as  a  great  many  others,  must 
necessarily  be  laid  before  us,  in  order  to 
enable  us^to  make  a  proper  inquiiy,  and  to 
nyply  proper  remedies  for  those  evils  which 
we  nation  labours  under  at  present.  Upon 
the  whole.  Sir,  as  I  said  at  first,  I  think 
the  motion  now  made  to  us  most  regular ; 
I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
have  those  papers  laid  before  us ;  for  with- 
out them,  J  am  sure,  thie  resolution  we 
have  just  now  come  to  can  be  of  nio  effect, 
and  tnerefore  I  hope  the  House  will  agree 
\o  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  spoke  next; 

Sir ; — I  stand  up  to  agree  in  some  part 
wiUi  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last;  If  we  are  at  present  in  any  unhappy 
situation,  and  if  it  be  but  thought,  by  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  that  that  situa^ 
tion  is  any  ways  owing  to  the  mismanage- 
ment of  those  in  the  administration,  in  my 
opinion,  whoever  thinks  so,  ought  to  move 
mr  this  House's  going  into  such  an  in- 
quiry; they  ought  to  move  for  the  House 
to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  the  state  of 
the  nation;  and,  upon  the  foot  of  such  an 
inquiry,  I  will  willingly  join  issue  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other  gentle- 
num  in  this  House.  Whenever  the  House 
shall  please  to  resolve  upon  going  into 
such  a  Committee,  I  promise,  that  so  far 
as  lies  in  my  power,  nothing  shall  be  re- 
fined, that  is  thought  proper  or  necessary, 
for  giving  the  House  all  the  information, 
diat  can  be  wished  or  desired:  But  as  that 
time  IB  not  yet  come,  I  must  think^that  the 
moticHi  now  under  consideration  is  very 
irregular,  and  seems  calculated  rather  for 
girins  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  de- 
tlahmng  against  those,  who  have  thefionour 


to  serve  the  crown,  than  for  procuring  any 
proper  information  to  the  House,  or  any 
advantage  to  the  country*— It  is  usual.  Sir, 
for  some  people  to  make  motions,  rather 
to  fix  imfjopular  things  on  others,  than  to 
have  any  information  for  themselves :  they 
make  motions  in  order  to  make  a  figure  in 
the  votes,  which  are  sent  to  all  parts  of  the 
nation,  and  to  serve  some  particular  ends 
of  their  own:  when  a  negative  is  put  upon 
any  such  motion,  they  are  then  ready  to 
cry  out,  "  We  would  have  relieved  you^ 
we  would  have  extricated  you  from  all  the 
difficulties  you  labour  under,  but  we  were 
by  power  denied  the  means  of  doing  it." 
Ihis,   Sir,  is  a  piece    of  management; 
it  is  a  sort  of  parliamentary  play,  which 
has  always  been  practised  oy  those  who 
oppose  the  measures  of  the  administra* 
tion;   I  remember  it  as  lone  as  I  re* 
member,  parliaments,  and  have  by  my  own 
experience  been  acquainted  with  it:  I  can 
remember  motions  made  with  no  other 
view,  but  to  have  a  negative  put  upon 
them;  and  particularly  at  the  beginning  of 
a  session,  the  language  among  such  gentle* 
men  has  always  been,  ^*  We  must  give 
them  no  rest,  but  make  motion  after  mo* 
tion;    if  they  agree  in  any  motion  we 
make,  it  will  distress  them;  and  if  they 
put  a  negative  upon  every  one,  it  wiU 
render  them  odious  among  the  people.''—. 
This,  I  say,  has  been  always  the  common 
practice  of  those  who  are  resolved,  at  any 
rate,  to  oppose  the  administration ;  but  I 
must  take  notice  that  to  say,  that  any  mo« 
tion  in  parliament  is  refused  by  power,  is^ 
in  tny  opinion,  a  very  unpariiamentary 
way  of  speaking :    When  any  motion  w 
made,  every  gentleman  is  at  liberty  to 
debate  with  freedom  upon  it,  and  to  agree 
or  disagree  as  he  thinks  reasonable;  if  it 
be  rejected,  it  must  be  by  a  majority  of  the 
House,  and  becomes  an  act  of  this  House; 
and  to  say,  that  what  is  an  act  of  the  House, 
is  an  act  of  power,  is  not,  I  think,  speakine 
in  the  language  of  parliament. — ^I  shaB 
likewise  agree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  when  any  papers  are  moved  to 
be  called  for,  the  House  is  not  to  be  told 
by  any  member,  or  any  but  his  Majesty, 
that  such    papers  contain  secrets  which 
must  not  yet  be  discovered;  but  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  agree  with  me,  that  it 
is  below  the  dignity  of  this  House  to  pre- 
sent insignificant  addresses  to  his  Majesty; 
we  are  not  to  desire  of  his  Majesty  what^ 
evidently  and  at  first  sight,  i^pears  to  be 
such  as  his  Majes^  cannot  coolly  with  i 
and  therefore,  when  a  motion  for  any  such 
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Address  is  made^  any  gentleman  of  the 
House  may,  nay  he  ought,  if  he  thinks  so, 
to  rise  up  and  shew  to  the  House^  that 
what  is  desired  by  the  address  moved  for, 
is  of  such  a  nature,  that  his  Majesty  can- 
Bot  comply  with  it ;  and  this  I  take  to  be 
the  case  now  before  us.    In  most  public 
negotiations,  there  are  some  things  may 
happen  whi<^  ought  never  to  be  revealed ; 
in  every  negotiation,  some  things,  I  be- 
lieve, do  htqfipen,  which  ought  not  to  be 
published  to  the  world  for  a  great  many 
years  after;  and  therefore  it  must  be  very 
irregular  to  desire  his  Majesty  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House,  that  is,  to  publish  to  the 
world,  aU  the  Letters  and  Instructions  re- 
lating to  a  negotiation,  which  happened 
but  a  very  few  years  ago« — (jentlemen  may 
assign  what  causes  they  please  for  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna;  but  when  that  Treaty 
comes  to  be  considered  by  this  House,  I 
believe  it  will  appear,  that  we  thereby 
entered  into  no  extraordinary  or  burden- 
tome  engagements;   it  will  appear,  I  be- 
lieve, that  we  are  not  thereby  obli^d  to 
do  any  thing,  but  what  we  were  by  the  na- 
ture of  things,  and  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  affiurs  erf*  Europe,  obliged  to  do,  if  no 
•uch  treaty  had  ever  been  made.    If  this 
should  appear,  it  will  then  be  certain,  that 
what  the  nonourable  gentleman  was  pleased 
to  mention,  was  not  the  true  cause,  or  the 
only  foundation  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna; 
«o  thaty  till  this  House  has  entered  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  and 
has  found  that  the  engagements  thereby 
entered  into  were  such,. as  we  ought  not  to 
have  taken  upon  us,  if  there  was  any  other 
way  left  of  carrying  the  Treaty  of  Seville 
into  execution,  without  entering  into  a 
war ;    'till  such  time,  I  say,  it  cannot  so 
mudi  as  be  pretended,  that  there  is  any 
connection  between  the  letters  and  instruc- 
tions relating   to  the  execution  of  the 
Treaty  of  Seville,  and  the  Treaty  of  Vienna 
now  resolved  to  be  called  for;  and  there- 
'fore,  till  that  time,  the  motion  now  before 
«»  cannot  be  a  proper  or  a  regular  motion. 
-—Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  must  take  no- 
tice, that  the  way  which  some  gentlemen 
have  got  into,  of  makii^  panegyricks,  and 
praising  the  ministers  ^r  their  great  and 
f>rofbund  wisdom  by  way  of  irony  at  one  j 
time,  and  at  other  times  calling  names,  such  | 
as,  ^  A  cowardly  administration,  a  ^eel-  t 
^  inff ,  shifting  ministry;'    (though  by  the 
by,  I  never  understood  the  present  to  be  a 
anifting  administration ;   f[>r,  as  I  take  it, 
the  great  quarrel  amongst  us  is,  that  the 
ariimrviitratfcn  has  not  been  shifted)  such 
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a  way,  I  sa^,  Sir,is  a  method  of  speakmg, 
which  very  ill  becomes  any  member  of  this 
House.  Though  I  cannot  agree  with 
gentlemen  who  say,  that  this  nation  is  at 
present  in  so  unhappy  a  situation;  yet  I 
must  grant  that  the  affiurs  of  Europe  are 
not  at  present  in  a  very  hsppy  situation; 
and  if  the  errors  or  mismanagement  of 
any  of  the  administration  here,  has  con- 
tributed in  the  least  to  the  present  posture 
of  affiurs  in  Europe,  I  must  think  that 
they  venr  little  deserve  to  serve  the  crown  j 
but  reaUy  by  some  gentlemen's  way  of 
talking,  one  would  imagine  that  the  minis- 
ters of  England  were  the  ministers  of 
Europe;  or  that  madness  and  folly  reigned 
at  tins  court,  and  that  the  most  prc^ound 
wisdom  prevailed  at  all  others;  If  any  un- 
foreseen accidents  abroad,  if  the  ambition 
of  any  forei|pi  prince,  or  the  misconduct 
of  any  foreign  court,  produce  any  utt- 
toward  effects,  or  occasion  any  troubles  or 
commotions  in  Europe,  the  ministers  of 
England  are  immediately  loaded  with  the 
whole;  it  is  they  that  have  done  the  mis- 
chief, and  they  must  answer  for  it.  This^ 
Sir,  is  a  way  of  treating  those  who  have 
the  honour  to  serve  the  crown,  wfaidi  to 
me  really  seems  neither  candid  nor  just : 
However,  I  shall  trouble  you  no  further, 
but  only  to  declare  that  I  shall  be  against 
the  motion,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  pleased  to  make. 

Mr.  Shippen  answered : 

Sir; — As  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  spoke  last,  has  made  grievous  com- 
plaints of  the  treatment  he  and  hit  friends 
receive  from  other  gentlemen,  I  am  a  good 
deal  surprized  that  ne  should,  at  the  same 
time,  fall  into  that  very  error  which  he  so 
much  complains  of  in  others ;  for  to  say,  I 
that  gentlemen  make  motions,  only  for  the 
sake  of  having  an  opportunity  to  declaim 
against  those  in  the  administration;  or  for 
the  sake  of  making  a  figure  in  the  votes,  ii 
language,  in  my  opinion,  as  unparliamen- 
tary, and  treating  gentlemen  with  as  little 
candour,  as  what  he  has  blamed  others  for. 
— I  mutit  say.  Sir,  that  it  seems  to  be  a9 
very  difficult  matter,  to  know  how  tol 
please  those  great  men  m  the  administnK 
tion  ;  for  I  find  that  when  any  encomium^ 
are  made  upon  them,  when  any  ^fiing  il 
said  in  praise  of  their  measures,  tl^y  m» 
mediately  take  it  to  be  meant  by  way 
irony  ;  and  if  any  gentleman  happens 
give  them  any  names  whidi  may  seem 
be  a  little  harsh,  those  they  understa 
exactly  as  they  are  q)oke,  and  compla^ 
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that  gentlemen  do  not  treat  them  in  a  par- 
liamentary way.  But,  Sir,  whatever  other 
gentlemen  may  do,  I  am  none  of  those 
who  have  bestowed  panegyrics  either  upon 
the  present  or  upon  any  administration, 
and  I  hope  I  never  was,  or  ever  shaU  be 
guilty  of  calling  names.  Perhaps  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  may  dislike  those 
names,  which  he  pretends  have  been  given 
to  him  in  this  House ;  whether  it  be  par- 
liamentary language  or  not  I  shall  not 
determine^  but  I  must  tell  him,  that  it  is 
▼ery  soft  and  pleasant  language  when 
coniptred  with  that  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land:  were  he  to  hear  tnem  speak,  he 
wocdd  hear  them  speak  in  a  style  very 
different  from  that  i;^ed  at  court,  or  even 
in  this  House ;  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
br  his  advantage,  to  give  a  little  more  at- 
tention to  the  plain  language  of  those  he 
looks  to  be  none  of  his  &ends,  than  to  the 
footfaing  flatteries  of  his  creatures  and 
parasites  about  hinL^ — Sir,  gentlemen  nuiy 
make  themselves  merry,  but  what  I  have 
Mid  may  perhi^is,  when  it  is  too  late,  be 
fiyund  to  be  true ;  and  whatever  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  friends  may 
pretend  to  think  of  the  present  motioh,  I 
must  be  of  opinion,'  that  it  is  not  only  rea- 
sonable but  that  it  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  what  was  inunediately  before  moved 
ai^  agreed  to;  and  therefore  I  hope  this 
House  will  act  so  consistently  with  itself, 
as  to  a^ree  to  the  present  motion  likewise. 
What  mformation  we  may  get  from  the 
M^fs  moved  for,  with  regard  to  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  the  gentleman  who  has 
seen  them  can  best  tell ;  but  as  that  Trea^ 
ty  was  the  immediate  consequence  of  the 
negotiations  relating  to  the  execution  of 
the  Treaty  of  SeviUe,  I  must  thmk  that 
die  journal  of  those  negotiations  will  afford 
us  some  light,  with  regard  to  that  Treaty 
vhicdii  immediately  foDowed;  and  tbere- 
fore  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  excuse 
me  for  not  taking  it  upon  his  word,  that 
die  pi^iers  called  for  can  have  no  manner 
of  connection  with  the  Treaty,  which'  we 
seem  now  resolved  to  take  into  consfUera^ 
tion. 

Mr.  PuUeney  spoke  next: 

Sir ; — ^I  stand  up  now,  as  I  have  been 
obliged  to  do  upon  many  other  occasions, 
to  assert  the  rights  and  the  privileges  of 
diis  House ;  we  have  not  only  a  right  to 
caH  finr  what  p!^)ers  we  think  necessary 
fivr  our  information,  but  we  have  a  right 
to  have  the  papers  so  called  for,  laid  be- 
fo/ee  m.    The  honourable  gentleman  on 

[VOL.  IX.] 


the  floor  seems  highly  offended  at  an  ex- 
pression, which  dropped  from  my  honour- 
able friend  by  me.  I  will  agree  with  him, 
that  this  House  may  or  may  not  agree  with 
the  present,  or  with  any  other  motion,  that 
shall  hereafter  be  made  by  any  gentleman 
in  this  House :  this  is  a  privilege,  which  I 
hope  shall  always  be  preserved,  not  only  in 
show,  but  in  reality ;  I  hope  no  gentleman 
shall  ever  atttain  (o  such  a  power,  as  to 
have  a  majori^  in  this  House  always  ready 
to  approve  what  he  pleases  to  propose; 
and  1  will  likewise  agree  with  him  in  this,  ^ 
that  when  any  motion  is  rejected  by  a  ma- 
^rity,  it  then  becomes  an  act  of  the  House, 
in  which  every  gentleman  muiit  acquiesce; 
but  I  hope  he  will  agree  with  me,  that  till 
the  question  is  put  upon  any  motion,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  House  talcen  upon  it,  it  , 
does  not  become  an  act  of  the  House: 
now  as  no  question  has  yet  been  put  upon 
the  present  motion,  and  as  it  has  yet 
been  opposed  only  by  those  who  are 
immediately  concerned  in  the  admini- 
stration, I  think  it  may  properly  be 
said,  that  what  has  been  asked  nas  been 
refused  by  power,  or  at  least  by  those 
in  power. — The  gentlemen  who  opposed 
this  motion,  are  forced  to  acknowlege,  that 
this  House  has  a  power  of  calling  of  what 
papers  we  please ;  but  then,  say  they,  you 
ought  not  to  call  for  the  papers  relating 
to  any  foreign  negotiation,  because  afi 
such  papers  must  contain  secrets  whjch  ^ 
ought  not  to  be  published  to  the  worid. 
Is  not  this  saying  and  unsaying  in  the 
same  breath?  You  may  call  tor  what 
papers  you  please ;  but  you  must  not  call 
for  the  papers  relating  to  any  foreign  ne- 
gotiation, because  the  addressing  for  thos« 
appears,  at  first  sight,  to  be  such  an  ad- 
dress as  his  Majesty  cannot  comply  with. 
Sir,  I  say,  that  when  this  House  finds  it 
nedessary,  they  may  call  for  all  the  papers 
relating  to  any  negotiation  whatever,  and 
may  insist  upon  Imving  all  of  them  laid 
berore  the  House.  Do  not  we  know,  that 
upon  such  occasion  we  name  a  secret  and 
select  committee  to  inspect  such  papers, 
and  to  report  what  they  find  in  them  relat-  ^ 
ing  to  the  ai&ir  under  our  consideration ; 
and  I  hope  we  shall  always  have  in  this 
House  ten  or  a  dozen  gentiomen,  as  capa- 
ble to  distinguish  what  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  and  as  capable  to  keep  those  se- 
crets, as  any  secretary  or  other  minister  of 
state,  that  is  or  ever  shall  be  in  this  nation* 
I  am  really  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen 
pretend,  that  there  is  no  connection  be- 
tween die  negotiations  for  carrying  the 
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Treaty  of  Seville  into  execution,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna;  when  by  that  very 
Treaty  of  Vienna  the  Treaty  of  Seville 
was  actually  carryed  into  execution.  It  is 
plfdn  to  the  whole  world,  thkt  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna  was  the  last  negotiation  set  on 
foot  for  carrying  the  Treaty  of  Seville  into 
execution ;  and  in  order  to  judge  of  this 
last  negotiation,  we  only  desire  to  see  the 
Pi^pers  relating  to  the  preceding  negotia* 
tions,  which  were  earned  on  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  may,  for  what  I  know,  be 
true,  that  by  tlie  Treaty  of  Vienna  we 
entered  mto  no  engagements,  but  such  as 
we  were  obliged  to  by  the  nature  of  things, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  affiurs  of 
Europe ;  but  it  must  surely  be  granted, 
that  an  express  stmulation  is  more  binding 
*  than  a  natural  obligation ;  and  that  no 
prudent  man  will  confirm  a  natund  obli- 

fation  by  an  express  stipulation,  unless  he 
as  some  very  good  consideration  for  so 
d<Nng:  tf  we  had  entered  into  no  express 
engagements,  we  should  have  left  our 
posterity  in  the  same  case  ^e  were  in  our- 
sdves;  they  might  then  have  judged  as 
well  as  we,  by  the  nf^re  of  things  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  a&irs  of  Europe,  as 
they  should  then  have  appeared  to  them  t 
but  now  they  are  pinned  oown,  they  must 
jttd^  only  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty 
which  we  have  made  for  them;  and 
though  the  nature  of  things  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  £urq>e,  shomd  be  entirely 
altered,  it  will,  without  doubt,  be  insisted 
on,  that  they  ought  to  perform  diose  en- 
^gements  we  have  subjected  them  to. — 
Tl^  honourable  gentleman  said,  that  if 
the  nation  was  in  an  unhappy  situation, 
and  if  that  situaticm  was  owmg  to  any 
mismanagement  at  home,  it  ought  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  that,  on  tro  foot  of 
ffdch  an  inquiry,  he  was  ready  to  join  issue 
with  any  gentleman  in  this  House.  "On 
that  foot,  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  join  kpioe 
with  him:  to  me  there  is  nothir^  appears 
jmore  certain^  than  that  we  are  m  a  most 
lamentable  and  cakmitous  situation ;  and 
even  from  the  lights  I  have  already  I  am 
convinced,  beyond  ail  doubt,  that  our 
present  situation  is  owing  to  the  mis- 
management of  those  at  home :  It  may,  I 
bdieve,  be  proved,  to  the  satis&ction  of 
.«ver^  unbiassed  person ;  but  I  must  say, 
tiiat  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  q>inion 
prevails  in  the  present  debate,  he  is  taking 
a  Very  efiectual  method  to  prevent  its  being 
in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  bring 
prooft  of  what;  I  have  noW/asserted.  Wldle 
lie  is  poMessed  of  all  or  most  of  the  ma- 


terials necessary  for  such  a  prwd^  it  is  an^ 
easy  matter  first  to  deny  gentlemen  any. 
access  to  them,  and  then  to  throw  out  a> 
defiance ;  but  this  will  not,  I  hope,  be  in 
his  power ;  I  hope  this  House  will,  in  the 
present  question,  join  with  me  in  opinion, - 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  te 
have  the  Papers  now  called  for,  laid  before/ 
us. — ^I  would  gladly  know,  how  it  is  pos-' 
sible  for  die  Parliament  to  give  the  Nation) 
any  relief  in  its  present  melancholy  cir-^ 
cumstances,  if  we  deny  access  to  those 
particulars  from  which  onl^  we  can  knew 
what  pur   present   situation  is.    If  the 
question  should  come  before  us,  whether 
or  no  we  ought  to  take  any  part  m  the 
present  war  ?    can  we  pass  any  judsmeit 
upon  such  a  question,  widiout^fiyrat  Know- 
ing how  we  stand  encaged  to  the  seveial 
powers  abroad?   and  can  we  know  an^^ 
thing  of  this,  without  first  examining  the 
many  Treaties  and  Negotiations  lAusk 
have  been  carried  on  of  late  jrears  ?   If  we 
are  to  take  no  part  in  the  war,  we  nnut 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  naiion:  How 
can  we  do  diis  propeny,  and  as  it  ought  to 
be  done  ?  How  can  we  jux%e  o£  the  esti^ 
mates  that  are  to  be  hud  before  as  fisr  thel 
endv  without  knowing  what  danger  the 
nation  is  in  ?   And  how  can  we  know  oor 
danger,  without  knowing  hew  we  stand 
with  respect  to  our  foreign  alliances  and 
engagements  >    For  these  ends.  Sir,  we 
must  have  not  only  the  P^>eKs  now  moved 
for,  but,  in  my  opinion,   a  greet  many 
others  will  be  necessary^  in  oraer  to  f;ive 
us  those  lights  which  lve  oiigfat  certainly 
to  have. — As  I  have  said  before,  Sir,  even 
as  things  now  appear  to  me,  alltlrathas 
happcTOd  is  the  work  of  our  owy  hands;^ 
the  weakness  of  those  whom  many  ahreadv 
look  upon  as  our  fiiends,  and  the  strengtn 
of  our  enem^  h  all  of  our  own  doing; 
gentlonen  were  told  of  it  at  the  time  whoi 
those  transactions  were  carrying  on,  but 
they  were  too  wise  to  Hsten  to  advices 
When  the  whole  dudn  and  series  of  oor 
management  for  several  years  past;  comes 
to  hi  impartidly  looked  into,  what  I  now 
say  will  be  found   to  be   true :    certain 
causes  will  be  found  producing  certain 
effects ;  these  eflfects  afterwards  becoming 
causes,  and  producing  other  effects,  tiU  at 
last  we  have  arrived  at  the  miserable  state 
we  are  now  m;  but  these  are  mattersy 
which  I  hope  wiU'  soon  come  to  be  more 
ftdly  opened,  and  clearly  statsed  to  diis 
House«-^The  honourable  gentleman  ssai, 
**  That  Motions  were  often  made  wkh  no 
other  view,  but  toh«ve  Negath^es  pot  upon 
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ikem  ;*'  if  taat  be  the  case  as  to  the  pre- 
wnt  motion,  the  geotleman  and  his  firiends 
may  easily  dis^point  us  of  the  Negative 
we  are  supposed  to  expect;  and  I  wish 
with  ^1  my  heart,  that  the  gentleman 
would  give  himself  the  pleasure  of  disap- 
pointing, me  and  some  other  gentlemen, 
the  obliging  of  whom  did  oever,  I  am  per- 
miaded,  yidd  him  any  great  delight. 


Mr.  Danvers  stood  up  next,  and  spoke 
tefoHows: 

Sir ; — I  am  entirety  against  your  ques- 
tion ;  I  think  it  is  a  most  unreasonable 
proposition :  and  that  it  would  be  altoge- 
ther as  right  and  as  dutiful  in  us  to  address 
his  Majesty  to  bring  his  cabinet,  with  all 
the  papers  in  it,  and  lay  it  upon  the  table, 
pr  upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  to  be 
perused  by  the  members.  An  honourable 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last  but  one,  talked 
of  the  language  of  the  people  of  England, 
and  aeemed  to  insinuate,  as  if  they  abused 
and  railed  at  the  ministry.  As  to  that,  I 
have  been,  since  last  session,  in  several 
counties  of  E^land,  and  have  conversed 
with  people  of  different  parties,  and  I 
never  heard  any  man  rejNroach  the  minis- 
tiy ;  on  the  contrary,  they  seemed  all  to 
tmnk,  that  the  otAy  dispute  among  us  here 
was  who  should  be  minister ;  and  as  rthis  \& 
a  dispute  which  the  generality  .of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  are  no  way  concernea  in, 
|;entlemen  are  much  mist^ien,  if  they 
imagine  that  the  people  of  England  trouble 
their  heads  about  it. 

Hie  question  was  then  put  upon  sir  Jc^n 
Rushout's  motion,  and  carried  in  the  n^a^ 
|iv^  by  195  to  104. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Sandys* 
Moiienjbr  the  Instructions  siven  to  the 
British  Minister  in  Poland."]  Jan. 25.  Mr. 
Simdys  moved.  That  the  Instructions  givra 
to  the  British  Minister  in  Poland,  anno 
17^  might  be  laid  before  the  House :  he 
introduced  the  said  nation  as  follows : 

Sir ; — ^We  have  boen  told,  not  only  upon 
the  occasion  of  our  Address,  in  ansi#er  to 
his  Majesty's  speech  fromtfaue  throne;  but 
have  likewise  neard  fircMn  gentlemen  in  a 
late  debate,  diat  the  principal  causes  of  the 
war  now  carrying  on  in  £ur<me,  proceeded 
fiom  those  obstructions  which  were  thrown 
ni  tlieir  wi^,  at  the  late  election  of  a  king 
of  Poland:  I  shall  tiierefore  beg  leave  to 
move.  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Ma|e8^,  that  he  would  be 
gradoiisly  pleased  to  give  direction,  that 
the  fe^eg^  tii«yxictiiiiis  to  Mr.  W(k4^^ 


A.  D.  1784.  [tl4 

his  Mt^esty's  miniBter  in  Pohmd,  in  the 
year  1729,  be  laid  b^ore  the  House.— It 
IS  very  well  known.  Sir,  that  the  late  Jking 
of  Poland  was  at  that  time  m  a  bad  state  of 
health,  so  bad,  that  even  his  life  was  de- 
spaired of,  and  therefore  we  peed  not 
doubt,  but  that  th^e  were  some  measures 
then  laid  down  for  regulating,  or  at  least 
influencing  the  electi<m  of  a  new  king :  ai 
we  had  a  minister  there  at  that  tjn^,  it  is 
as  little  to  be  doubted,  but  that  we  were  at 
least  consulited,  perh^M,  by  all  parties 
concerned;  we  had  a  ri^ht  to  intermeddlef 
because  there  are,  I  beh^e,  some  treaties 
subsisting  between  us  and  the  republic  of 
Poland  \  and  we  were  certainly  interested 
in  that  creat  event,  because  of  the  exten* 
sive  trade  carried  cm  by  our  subjects  ^.in 
that  fruitful  kingdom  :  It  is  true,  the  then 
king  of  Pdand  ba^>ened  to  live  for  a  few 
years  after;  but  it  is  prpbablie,  that  the 
measures  then  agreed  pn,  were  muoh .  the 
same  with  those  which  have  been  since 
pursued;  or  at  least,  that  the  meiuures  then 
concerted,  very  much  influenced  .some  of 
those  measures  which  have  been  since  car- 
ried into  execution:  for  this  reason,  I 
should  be  glad  to  see,  and  I  think  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  this  House  to  see  the 
Instructions,  at  least,  that  were  sent  to  our 
ministers  at  that  time,  before  we  can  de- 
termine any  thing  as  to  the  ^t^  in  wHich 
we  stand  at  pi:esent,  with  respect  to  the 
war  now  imhappily  begun  in  Europe ;  and 
therefore  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make 
you  this,  motion,  which  I  hope  the  Hqus« 
will  agree  to« — This  motion  beingsecQ&ded 
by  Mr.  Chetwynd,  a  debate  ensued^  in 
which 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  spoke  to  this  effect : 

Sir; — The  moticm  now  made  by  the 
worthy  gentleman,  can,  in  my  opinion, 
bear  but  a  very  short  debate.  For  my  oim 
I>art,  I  really  think  it  ^,  most  improper  mo- 
tion, nor  can  I  apfMrehend  what  tne  gen- 
tleinan  means  by  going  so  &r  back  as  the 
year  1729.  I  do  not,  indeed,  remember 
any  thing  of  the  king  of  Poland's  bad  state 
^health  at  that  time;  but  let  that  be  as 
It  will,  it  is  certain  that  if  he  was  then  in- 
disposed, he  recovered  of  that  indisposi- 
tion, and  lived  a  long  time  a&er  in  a  state 
of  perfect  health;  and  even  when  he  did 
die,  I  believe  it  wiU  be  granted,  that  but  a 
&w  days  before  his  death  happened,  h^ 
was  in  as  good  a  state  of  health,  and  likely 
to  live  as  most  men  of  his  age  in  Eurc^pe. 

[--tI  ^^^>  Sir>  as  has  been  wished  in  a 
fbnn^  debate^tbatgeBtlmiieii  woidd  bojo 
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candid  as  to  declare  what  they  really  mtend 
by  such  motions  as  they  have  made  of 
late :  if  they  would  once  fairly  tell  what 
they  mean,  we  might  form  some  judgment, 
whether  what  they  asked  for  was  necefsary 
for  attaining  the  ends  they  propose ;  and 
'  in  that  case,  if  any  thing  necessary  or 
reasonable  should  be  refined  them,  ^ey 
would  then  have  some  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint ;  but  thus  to  move,  day  after  day, 
TOP  all  letters,  all  instructions,  sent  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers  at  the  several  courts 
of  Europe  in  general,  is  a  quethod  of  pro- 
ceeding altogether  new  in  this  House ;  and 
if  these  motions  were  compUed  with,  I  can 
•ee  nothing  they  coidd  possibly  tend  to, 
but  to  the  mcreasing  of  those  troubles  and 
commotions  which  are  already  begun  in 
Europe :  this  would,  as  I  take  it,  be  one 
of  the  certain  consequences  of  the  motion 
iK>w  made  to  us ;  and  therefore,  as  a  per- 
flon  no  way*  concerned  in  the  administra- 
tion, but  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall 
heartily  give  my  negative  to  the  question. 

Mr  Horatio  Walpole  spoke  next. 

Sir;  After  what  has  been  said  by  me 
honourable  friend,  it  may,  perhaps,  by 
thought  that  I  give  both  this  House  and 
mjrself  unnecessary  trouble,  in  urging  any 
thing  farther  against  the  question  now 
before  us.  If  we  should  agree  to  this 
motion,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  shew  a 
v6ry  great  disrespecrto  his  Majesty;  for 
as  his  Majesty  has  from  the  throne  assured 
us  that  he  had  no  share  in  those  measures 
which  have  occasioned  the  present  war, 
other  than  by  his  good  offices ;  and  as 
this  motion,  if  it  means  any  thing,  means 
to  insinuate  that  his  Majesty  hs»  had  a 
share  in  the  late  transactions  reladng  to 
the  election  of  a  king  of  Poland,  our  agree- 
ing to  it  would  plainly  be  to  tell  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  we  suspect  he  has  had  a  very 
great  share  in  those  measures  which  gave 
occasion  to  the  present  war ;  and  there- 
fore. Sir,  I  must  say,  that  I  have  a  better 
Opinion  of  this  House,  than  to  believe  that 
they  will  ever  agreee  to  a  motion  so  in- 
consistent with  that  duty  and  respect, 
which  we  have  expressed  in  our  Address 
of  thanks  to  his  Majesty^ — There  are  some 
gentlemen  who  seem  to  have  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle,  that  every  thing  that's 
wrong,  happen  in  what  comer  of  Europe 
it  win,  must  be  owing  to  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Ministers  of  Great  Britain : 
and  those  ge^Uemcn  do  all  they  can  to 
persuade  other  people  to  think  in  the  same 
manner ;  but  to  imagme  that  if  any  wrong 


steps  have  been  made  by  any  power  in 
Europe,  with  regard  to  the  election  of  a 
king  of  Poland,  they  must  be  owing  to  the 
misconduct  of  our  ministers;    to  think 
that  any  instructions  given  to  our  minister 
in  Poland  in  the  year  1729,  can  have  the 
least  relation  to  what  has  lately  happened, 
either  in  that  or  any  other  kingoom  in 
Europe,  has  really  something  so  ridicu-^ 
lous  m  it,  that  I  can  hardly  believe  die 
gentleman  was  in  earnest  when  he  made 
the  motion.    From  such  motions  it  may 
be  expected,  that  in  a  few  days  som^ 
gentlemen  will  rise  up  and  move  for  the 
Instructions  sent  to  the  lord  Kinnoul  at 
Constantinople,  in  order  to  prove  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Persians  owing  to  them. — ^The 
same  gentlemen  have  of  late  pretended  to 
be  very  artful  and  dexterous,  not  only  m 
discovering  the  hidden  causes  of  things 
past,  but  m  prophesying  and  foretelling 
friture    events.     When  ought   comes  to 
pass  of  moment,  they  cry,  *  O !  this  we  told 
*  you  long  ago  ;^   and  thus  they  pretend  to 
have  foretold  every  great  event  that  has 
lately  happened  in  Europe ;  but  I  would 
gladly  asK  them,  where  or  when  any  of 
them  have  prophesyed,  what  potentate,  or 
in  what  manner  any  potentate,  would  inter- 
fere in  the  election  of  a  king  of  Poland  ? 
have  any  of  them  prophesyed  that  the  king 
of  Sardinifi  would  grant  a  passa^  to  the 
French  troops  through  his  territories  to 
Italy ;  or  did  they  prcwphesy,  that  he  would 
join  with  France  in  declaring  war  against 
the  Emperor  ?  have  any  of  them  prophe- 
syed, that  the  two  strong  forts  or  Milan 
and  Pizzighitone,  that  might  have  been 
reasonably  supposed  to  have  held. out  a 
siege  of  five  or  six  months,  should  have 
been  taken  in  a  £ew  weeks  ?  In  short,  Sir, 
they  have  pretended  to  foretel  everything, 
and  have  really  foretold  nothing ;  I  have 
lately  seen  a  pamphlet  to  this  purpose ; 
but  being  a  digression  from  the  question, 
I  shall  say  no  more  about  it.    As  to  the 
motion  itself,  it  appears  to  me  in  such  an 
odd  light,  that  I  dare  say,  the  gentleman 
who  made  it,  when  he  considers  better  of 
it,  will  rather  withdraw  it,  than  have  it 
stand  in  the  Votes  of  this  House  ;  if  he 
does  not,  I  shall  certainly  give  my  nega- 
tive to  it. 

Sir  Charles  Wager  spoke  next  against 
the  motion  as  follows  : 

Sir  ;-^The  honourable  gentlanan  who 
spoke  last,  having  mentioned  Pamphlets, 
brings  to  my  mind  that  I  have  lately  seeo 
one,  intitled,  *  Observations  on  the 
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duct  of  Great  Britain^  with  regard  to  the 

*  negotiationsand other transactionsabroad, 

*  1729*  which  I  believe  I  should  not  have 
read,  had  I  not  been  told  that  my  name  was 
mentioned  in  it.  It  is  true,  that  about  the 
times  mentioned  in  that  Pamphlet,  we  were 
bUiged  to  fit  out  some  squadrons  of  men  of 
war  ;  and  though  I  thought  myself  then 
old  enough  to  be  laid  aside,  yet  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  ^pointed  by  his  Majesty 
commander  of  some  of  them  :  with  one  of 
tiiese  squadrons  I  sailed  to  the  Baltic, 
for  the  relief  of  Sweden,  which  was  then 
in  a  very  dan^rous  situation,  the  Musco- 
vites having  then  a  large  squadron  at  sea, 
with  which  they  were  plundering  and  ra- 
vaging their  coasts,  at  the  same  time  that 
th^  were  attacking  them  with  a  numerous 
anny  by  land.  The  very  news  of  our  fitting 
out  such  a  squadron  for  the  Baltic  had  so 
ffood  an  efiect,  that  before  I  arrived  at 
Stockholm,  the  Muscovites  had  agreed  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  Sweden,  upon  rea- 
sonable terms;  so  that  when  I  came  to 
Stockholm,  l^-^fss  told  by  the  court,  that 
they  had  no  farther  occasion  for  our  Fleet ; 
but  the  fright  the  poor  people  were  in, 
where  I  touched,  and  their  joy  on  the  see- 
ii^  our  Fleet,  was  a  plain  demonstration  of 
the  danger  they  thought  themselves  in.  I 
went  afterwards  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  in 
Dec-  1726,  with  another  squadron,  where 
I  cruized,  and  looked  out  with  all  possible 
care  for  the  Spanish  Flotilla,  then  expected 
home ;  they,  indeed,  had  the  good  nnrtune 
to  escape  me ;  but  if  the  gentleman  who 
wrote  that  Pamphlet,  knew  the  place  I  was 
obliged  to  cruize  in,  and  the  only  place  I 
coutd  possibly  cruize  in,  for  the  intercept- 
ing or  the  Flotilla ;  and  if  he  knew  me 
l^ieat  seas  that  roll  there  in  the  winter 
time,  ^  he  would  not  have  had  occasion  for 
long  nights,  or  fc^gy  weather,  as  a  reason 
fa.  my  having  missed  meeting  with  the 
Flotilla;  he  would  have  known,  that  at 
lliat  time  of  the  year  they  mi^ht  have 
passed  even  within  my  view,  without  its 
being  in  my  power  either  to  come  up  with 
them,  or  to  fire  a  gun  at  them :  but  gentle- 
men often  censure  other  people*s  actions, 
because  they  know  nothing  or  the  matter 
thoat  what  they  take  upon  them  to  criti- 
cke.  I  have  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
navy  ever  since  the  Revolution,  and,  I 
hope,  I  have  hitherto  served  without  Uie 
lettst  reproach :  I  am  sure  I  have  always 
Endeavoured  to  serve  my  country  to  me 
vtmost  of  my  power ;  and  therefore,  I  hope, 
gentlemen  will  take  care  not  to  throw  any 

,jefleeti<ms  upon  my  conduct :  but  some 
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Seople  seem  to  think,  that,  with  our  squa- 
rons,  we  may  do  whatever  we  please, 
and  that  if  a  squadron  is  fitted  out  we  must 
fight,  whether  there  be  any  occasion  for  it 
or  no  ;  I  believe  they  think,  that  with  the 
la^  squadron  we  had  at  Spithead,  we  ought 
to  have  fought  the  Dutch,  who  came  and 
joined  us,  rather  than  not  to  have  fought 
at  all ;  but  surely  this,  as  it  is  a  very  mon- 
strous, cannot  be  a  sood  opinion :  we  may 
perhaps,  this  year  m  out  a  squadron,  and 
possimy  they  too  maj  go  no  fiirther  than 
Spithead,  tney  certainly  will  not,  unless 
there  be  a  necessity  for  proceedins  farther ; 
but  when  all  our  neijghbours  are  fitting  out 
squadrons,  and  making  great  military  pre- 
parations, it  would  surely  be  very  impru- 
dent in  us,  not  to  put  ourselves,  at  least,  ia 
a  posture  of  defence. 

Mr.  WiUiam  PuUeney  spoke  in  bdiaUT 
of  Mr.  Simdys'  motion : 

Sir; — ^I  am  very  apt  to  believe,  my 
honourable  friend  over  the  way,  who  madfe 
you  this  motion,,  was  very  serious,  as  he 
always  is  in  every  motion  he  makes  in  this 
House.  The  reason  he  gave  for  his  mo- 
tion was  a  very  strong  one,  so  strong  that 
it  has  not  as  yet  met  with  any  answer ;  for 
if  it  should  ^pear,  that  we,  at  the  time 
he  mentions,  concerted  measures  in  con- 
junction with  other  powers,  for  regulating 
or  infiuencing  the  next  election  or  a  king 
of  Poland;  and  that  the  plan  then  laid 
down  has  been  since  pursued ;  these  In- 
structions will  certainly  inform  us,  and 
from  thence  we  may  know  a  little  more  of 
our  present  situation  than  we  do  at  pre- 
sent :  but  I  find,  if  the  opinion  of  some 
gentlemen  prevail,  we  are  to  have  no  in- 
formation at  all ;  and  in  that  case,  how 
we  can  answer  his  Majesty's  expectations, 
who  desires  our  advice  and  assistance,  I 
leave  to  every  gentleman  to  judge*— The 
"honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke  last- but 
one,  talked  of  prophecies,  ana  asked  what 
those  prophets  had  prophesied :  had  they, 
said  he,  prophesied  this  ?  or  had  they  pro- 
phesied that  ?  What  prophets  or  prophe- 
cies he  means  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  may 
say,  that  without  any  great  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  moment  you  separated  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Spain,  every  thing 
that  has  since  happened  might  have  been 
easily  foretold.  Tne  gentleman  likewise 
talked  of  Pamphlets;  Lhave  likewise  seen 
a  pamphlet,  lately  published,  and  whether 
from  the  stile  it  is  wrote  in,  or  the  per- 
plexity in  the  way  of  thinking  which  is  dis- 
covered in  every  part  of  it,  I  think  I  caa 
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be  almost  certain  as  to  the  Author  of  it. 
f  Here  he  gave  a  description  of  the  person 
be  supposdl  to  be  the  author  of,  it.]  The 
whole  of  this  fine  performance  results  in 
this»  That  the  nation  is  in  a  very  bad  situa* 
tion ;  something  must  be  done,  but  what 
is  to  be  done  the  author  does  not  know. 
If  we  do  one  thing,  we  are  still  in  the  same 
situation  we  were  before,  perhaps  worse ; 
if  we  do  another  thing,  our  case  will  still 
be  the  same:  in  short,  he  at  last  leaves  us 
in  the  same  wretched  condition  he  found 
us ;  upon  which,  Sir,  I  must  suppose  this 
case :  suppose  a  physician  to  nave  a  pa^ 
tient  for  some  time  under  his  hands ;  the^ 
patient  lingers  and  decays,  and  at  last  finds 
nimself  in  so  low  and  weak  a  condition, 
that  he  begins  to  despair ;  the  physician  is 
sent  for;  the  patient  complains  and  asks 
what  is  to  be  done ;  the  doctor  answers 
gravely.  Sir,  you  are  indeed  in  a  very  bad 
state :  there  are  but  two  or  three  ways  of 
treioting  your  distemper,  and  I  am  afraid 
neither  of  them  will  do;  a  vomit  may 
throw  you  into  convulsions,  and  kill 
you  at  once ;  a  purge  may  give  you  a 
diarrhea,  which  would  certainly  carry  you 
off  in  a  short  time;  and  to  bleed  vou.  Sir, 
I  have  already  bled  you  so  much,  and  so 
often,  that  you  can  bear  it  no  longer.  In 
such  a  situation,  would  not  the  patient 
probably  exclaim  acainst  his  doctor,  and 
say.  Sir,  you  have  always  pretended  to  be 
a  regular  jiJiysician,  but  I  nave  found  you 
an  arrant  quack ;  I  had  an  excellent  con- 
stitution when  I  first  came  into  vour 
hands,  but  you  have  quite  destroyed  it ; 
and  now  I  nnd  I  have  no  other  chance  for 
saving  my  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help 
of  some  regular  physician*- — But,  Sir,  to 
be  altogether  serious,  for  the  subject  is 
really  of  a  very  serious  nature ;  if  gentle- 
men have  a  mmd  to  do  something  for  the 
safety  of  the  nation  in  our  present  melan- 
dicAy  circumstances,  and  seriously  to  ask 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  parliament, 
those  things  that  are  necessary  for  oui;  in- 
formation  must  not  be  denied:  their  being 
refused  by  a  majority,  which  seems  to  be 
almost  the  only  argument  urg^  by  ^^tle- 
men  who  oppose  these  motions,  will  not 
have  any  weight  with  the  nation ;  gentle- 
men, it  is  true,  must  acquiesce  in  what  is 
done  by  the  majority,  but  it  will  not  have 
all  that  force  without  doors,  as  some  may 
imagine.  I  know.  Sir,  it  is  not  allowable 
to  say  any  thin^  aeainst  what  is  done  by  a 
majority  of  this  House;  but  there  are 
certain  methods  of  speaking,  which  are  not 
i^l^ainst  d^der^  and  which  xnii^t,  notwith- 


standing, make  gentlemenfeel,  that  an  an- 
swer could  be  given,  ^ven  to  that  unan<< 
swerable  argument,  of  its  having  been 
done  by  a  majority^— I  have  known,  in 
former  parliaments,  most  scandalous  things 
done  by  a  corrupt  maiority ;  any  thing's 
being  done  or  resolved  on  by  a  vaa^ 
rity,  even  of  this  House,  will  not  make  it 
riffht,  nor  convince  the  nation  that  it  is  so. 
We  know  what  opinioif  the  whole  nation 
had  of  that  wicked  scheme,  which  was  be- 
fore us  last  session ;  we  know  what  ab- 
horrence they  still  have  of  it,  and  of  many 
of  those  who  voted  for  it ;  and  yet  that 
scheme,  to  use  an  honourable  person's 
own  words,  was  attended  with  a  msjo- 
rity  in  every  division;  but  this  is  foreign  to 
the  question,  I  only  mention  it  to  shew 
how  unfiurly  that  argument  of  a  majority  is 
urged  by  tnose  of  the  other  side. — ^In  a 
late  debate,  Sir,  gentlemen  found  &ult  with 
the  question  tiien  moved,  because  of  its 
being  too  general.    They  desir^  that 
we  would  be  a  little  more  particular,  and 
lay  our  finger  upon  some  paper  or  papers 
relating  to  some   particular  transaction 
which  might  give  us  the  information  we 
desired,  with  re^ct  to  our  present  situa* 
tion.    The  election  of  a  king  of  Pdand, 
and  the  measures  that  have  been  taken  by 
certain  poweiB,  for  influencing,  or  rather 
for  directing  that  election,  has  been  owned 
on  all  hands  to  have4>een  what  1ms  giv^n 
rise  to  the  present  troubles  in   Europe; 
and  now  when  the  particular  Instructions, 
relating  to  that  {Muticular  affiur,  which 
were  sent  to  our  minister  at  that  court, 
only  for  one  year,  and  that  too  sevend 
years  ago,  are  moved  for,  still  we  are  tokl 
by  the  same  sentlemen,  *  You  are  not  par- 
ticular enou^  your  demands  are  unrea- 
sonable ;  ask  but  what  is  reasonable,  and 
we  will  ^ve  it  you,  provided  the  majori^ 
agree  to  it.'    At  this  rate  it  is  impoesibfe 
for  gentlemen  who  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
our  late  foreign  transactions,  to  ask  for 
any  thing ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
that  anv  man  can  ask  for  any  particular 
paper,  nrom  whidi  this  House  could  get  a 
proper  information,  even  as  to  any  particu- 
lar transaction,  unless  he  knew  v^ry  exact- 
ly the  whole  series  of  tlutt  transactioo, 
and  all  the  other  transactions  relating  to 
it^-*The  honourable  gentleman  by  me, 
has  been  pleased  to  dedare  his  wiUingnesi 
to  enter  into  the  most  strict  enquiry ;  and 
£ot  that  purpose  has  promised  a  great  doid 
of  condescension,  as  to  the  laying  before 
the  House  whatevar.  Pwpen  might   tm 
thought  Beces^vy  for  thoir  infonnal^ai; 
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bat  lAat  has  all  thb  come  tot  Why, 
he  and  the  mf^oritj  have  condeacended 
to  ghre  ui  a  TVea^,  which  has  koff  ago 
bean  in  print,  and  published  in,  I  beueve, 
moat  of  the  countries  in  Europe.  I  nrast 
say.  Sir,  that  auch  treatment  is  intol««- 
Ue;  I  do  not  know  what  name  to  eive  it ; 
but  I  siiali  aroid  giving  names:  I  would 
not  willingly  fling  the  first  stone ;  but  if 
any  stone  be  flung  at  me,  I  shall  always 
be  ready  to  fling  it  back  again« 

Mr.  Horatio  Wolf  die  spoke  next: 

Sir;  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  last^  ended  his  speedi  with  saying, 
mat  he  would  not  wiBmsfy  fling  the  fint 
stone;  but  it  seems  he  nad  tfen  forgot 
what  he  bad  said  but  a  very  little  before ; 
by  which,  if  he  did  not  fling  a  stone,  he  at 
lost,  in  my  opinion,  threw  a  very  great 
pd^le  at  tne  whole  House :  After  hav- 
ing tc^  us,  that  it  was  not  aHowaUe  to 
say  any  tlung  against  what  was  done 
W  the  majority  of  tins  House,  he  said, 
ThsA  there  were,  notwithstandhig,  some 
methods  of  q>eaking,  which  were  not 
against  order,  and  by  which  gendemen 
imght  be  made  to  ^,  that  an  answer 
nu^t  be  given  to  what  the  majority  had 
dMigtit  unanswerable;  then  he  ta&ed  of 
scandalous  thmgs  having  been  done  in 
fomier  pariiaments  by  a  corrupt  majority : 
now,  JSir,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how 
tids  House  can  feel  any  thmg  that  n  said 
of  former  pariiaments,  unless  it  be  meant, 
that  die  present  narUaonent  is  of  ^e  same 
natnie  with  the  mmer  parliaments  talked 
a€;  Uiis,  Sir,  as  I  httre  said,  se^os  to  be  a 
very  great  pebble  thrown  at  tiie  whole 
House;  besides  die  dirt  he  had  before 
at  tke  smmosed  Author  of  a  pamph- 
let latdy  pidibsned,  whom  be  took  care 
to  deaci&e  so  partiodariy,  that,  I  believe, 
evefy  gentleman  thinks  the  author,  or  at 
least  the  supposed  author  of  that  pamphlet, 
is  now  speaking  to  you;  but  I  can  freely 
declare,  that  I  am  not  the  author  of  it ;  I 
laive^  indeed,  read  it;  and  I  believe  the 
neatest  quarrel  that  gentieman  and  his 
friends  have  with  it,  is,  that  they  do  not 
loiow  bow  to  answer  it#— The  honourable 
geutteman  Hkewise  mentioned  the  case  <^ 
a  patient  and  his  physiciaa ;  but  I  leave 
dte  worid  ta  Judge,  who  most  deserve  the 
afipcJlation  of  quacks,  they  who  have  the 
|Mnaper  degrees,  and  practise  in  a  regular 
Manner;  or  that  gentleman's  friends,  who 
iteve  been  for  some  yearrs  past  dispersing 
Ifaeh*  quack  bflls  round  the  country,  ex- 
'       aB  tboie  in  the  regular 
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jmictice,  and  endeavouring  to  persuade 
pe<^le  in  good  health  that  they  are  in  a 
dan^rous  condidon ;  and  diat  if  diey  do 
not  unmediately  discharge  all  their  regular 
physicians,  and  swallow  their  quack  pow- 
ders, they  must  inevitably  perish—^But, 
Sir,  to  be  serious,  as  the  gentleman  said, 
imon  this  subject,  though  I  cannot  think 
mt  the  subject  now  before  us  is  so 
serious  as  he  would  represent,  if  those  gen- 
tlemen would  fairly  mid  openly  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  I  wiU  defy  that  gentleman,  or  any 
other  ^ntleman  to  shew,  that  those  in  the 
administration  have  acted  any  pilrt,  or 
entered  into  any  measures,  but  what  were, 
at  die  time  diey  were  trmsacted^  the  most 
consistent  with  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
of  any  that  could  then  bethought  of,  or 
entered  into*  Gentlemen  may  give  to 
the  present  admmistradon  the  name  of  a 
shlftmg  administration ;  eendemen  may 
say  that  they  have  wheeled  about  from 
court  to  court ;  but  up<m  inquirv,  it  wffli 
appear,  that  they  have  never  shifted  or 
wheeled,  but  when  the  interest  of  thenr 
country  reqjuired  it;  and  that  if  there  baa 
been  any  shiftang  or  wheeling,  it  was  alwayi 
owing  toa  change  of  the  measures  at  ether 
courts :  as  long  as  any  power  in  friend* 
shiqp  or  dliance  with  us,  continued  to  act 
agreet^ly  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain^ 
so  long  we  continued  firm  to  them;  but 
when  any  of  them  b^an  to  enter  into  mea* 
sures  whidi  were  direcdy  opposite  to  our 
interest,  we  dien  likewise  changed  our 
measures,  and  had  recourse  to  other 
powers,  who,  ftom  that  moment,  becanM 
our  more  natural  allies:  this.  Sir,  has 
b^n  the  method  always  observed  by  those 
in  the  administradcm ;  but  I  know  who 
thcnr  are  who  have  riiifl^d  and  wheeled 
with  qmte  another  view  than  that  of  th0 
interest  of  Great  Britain ;  when  we  were  in 
friendship  widi  Fnmce,  they  were  cabal- 
Img  with  the  ministers  and  aeents  of  the 
£mperor;  iriien  die  face  of  afmirs  changed 
and  our  friendship  with  the  Emperor  was 
restored,  they  then  caballed  with  the  minis- 
ters and  agents  of  France ;  and  thus  they 
have  been  always  in  the  greatest  friendship 
with  those  who  have  been  most  at  enmity 
with  their  native  country.^ — In  short,  Sir, 
I  find,  that  those  gendemen  who  call 
themselves  Patriots,  have  laid  this  down  as 
a  fixed  principle,  that  they  must  always 
oppose  diose  measures  ifriiich  are  resolved 
on-  by  the  King's  ministers,  and  conse- 
quendy  must  always  endeavour  to  sheiPt' 
tnat  those  measures  are  wrong ;  and  this. 
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Sir^  I  take  to  be  the  only  reason  why  they 
have  been  as  yet  so  silent  as  to  a  certain 
subject,  in  whidh  the  interest  of  their  coun- 
try b  very  much  concerned ;  their  lan- 
guage at  present  is,  as-I  suppose,  *  Do  not 
Tet  us  declare  our  opinion ;  let  u^  wait  till 
we  know  what  part  the  ministry  taJces,  and 
then  let  us  enaeavour  to  shew  that  they 
ought  to  have  acted  quite  otherwise :'  if  i 
may  be  allowed  to  use  a  low  simile,  they 
treat  the  ministry  in  the  same  way  as  I  am 
treated  by  some  gentlemen  of  my  acmiain- 
tance,  with  respect  to  my  dress ;  If  I  am 
in  phun  deaths,  then  they  say,  I  am  a  slo- 
venly, dirty  fellow ;  and  if  by  chance  I 
have  a  suit  of  deaths  with  some  lace  upon 
them,  they  cry,  what,  shall  such  an  awk- 
ward fellow  wear  fine  doaUis?  so  that 
no  dress  I  can  appear  m  can  posfldbly  please 
them.  But  to  condude,  Sv,  the  case  of 
K^  the  nation  under  the  present  administra- 
Cion  has  been  the  same  with  what  it  al- 
ways has  been,  and  always  must  be ;  for 
to  use  another  simile,  which  my  worthy 
fiiend  over  the  way,  whom  I  have  in  my 
eye,  will  understand :  as  long  as  the  wind 
was  fSur,  and  proper  for  carrying  us  to  our 
designed  port,  the  word  was  *  Steady*—— 
^  Steady* ;  but  when  the  wind  began  to 
shift  and  cl^nge,  the  word  came  then 

Xiecessarily  to  be,  <  Thus* *  Thus,  and 

*  no  nearer*  ! 

Sir  William  Wyndham  stood  up  next ; 
hereupon  the  Speaker  rose  up,  and  said, 
that  gentlemen  had  departed  so  much  from 
the  point  in  debate,  that  he  would  bej^ 
leave  to  read  the  question  again.  This 
done, 

Sir  William  Wyndham  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows : 

Shr ; — ^I  shall  take  care  in  what  I  have 
to  offer,  to  confine  myself  as  strictly  to  the 

auestion  as  possible,  though  I  must  say, 
lat  those  gentlemen  wno  have  spoke 
against  it,  have  made  sudi  long  digressions 
^  and  have  traversed  so  many  parts  of 
Europe,  that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  say 
any  thing  in  answer  to  what  they  have  been 
pleased  to  advance,  and  at  the  same  time 
to -keep  dose  to  the  question.  As  to  the 
digressions  which  the  gentlemen  have  run 
mto,  I  shall  not  give  the  House  much 
trouble  about  them  ;  and  as  to  arguments, 
Ae  only  two  tliat  I  have  heard  made  use  of, 
or  so  much  as  hinted  at,  against  the  ques- 
tion, are,  that  the  agreeing  to  the  motion 
now  made  to  us  would  be  shewing  a  dis- 
respect to  his  Majesty ;  and,  that  if  it 
ahouldb^  agreed  to,  it  could  be  of  no  ser- 


vice, as  to  the  giving  us  any  information 
about  our  present  drcumstances.     , 

It  is  said.  Sir,  that  the  agreeing  to  this 
motion  would  be  shewing  a  disrespect  to 
his  Majesty,  because  it  would  be  shewing  a 
sort  ot  suspidon,  that  his  Majesty  has  Imd 
a  share  in  those  transactions  which  have 
given  occasion  to  the  present  war  ;  though 
he  has,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  £- 
dared,  that  he  has  had  no  share  in  them. 
The  answer  to  this  objection  is  plain ;  we 
all  know,  it  lias  always  been  allowed  in 
this  House,  that  speeches  from  the  throne 
are  th^  speeches  of  the  minister,  and  upon 
that  supposition  it  has  always  been  thought, 
that  neither  this  House,  nor  any  meo^r 
of  this  House  is  guilty  of  any  disrespect  to 
his  Mines^,  in  examming  and  canvassing 
with  all  possible  fireedom  every  sentence  of 
the  spe^  firom  the  throne  ;  even  the  facta 
there  asserted  may  be  denied,  and  if  upon 
examination  it  should  be  found,  that  tltey 
are  felse,  the  minister  ought  and  certainly 
would  answer  severdy  fqr  it.    This  is  the 
very  case  now  before  us:  it  is  allowed  on 
all  hands,  that  the  election  of  a  king  of 
Poland  is  the  prindpal  cause  of  the  war 
now  broke  out  m  Eur<^  ;  and  to  tell  us, 
that  his  Majesty  has  said,  that  he  has  had 
no  share  in  Uiat  transaction,  and  that  diere- 
fore  we  must  not  inquire  into  it,  is  a  direct 
beggine  of  the  question :  the  ministers  are 
the  omy  persons  we  can  suppose  to  have 
said  so,  and  there  are  other  gentltoien 
who  affirm,  or,  at  least,  suspect  the  con- 
trary ;  this  is  a  &ct  then  that  is  controvert- 
ed ;  this  is  the  fact  which  the  House  is  to 
inquire  into ;  and  when  a  motion  is  ^  made 
for  having  those  papers  laid  before   us, 
which  are  necessary  for  giving  us  some 
lights  into  this  affiUr,  shaD  gentlemen  be 
told,  that  such  a  motion  is  improper,  be- 
cause it  is  inconsistent  with  that  respect 
which  we  have  professed  for  his  Majesty 
in  our  address  of  thanks  ?  If  this  House 
can  be  persuaded  to  accept  of  such  an  ex- 
cuse, if  a  majority  of  this  House  can  be 
prevailed  on  to  join  in  such  a  method  at 
proceeding,  those  gentlemen  who  can  so 
prevail  upon  them,  may  throw    out  as 
many  denances  as  they  please  :   they  are 
the  sole  masters  of  all  the  proofs  that  are 
necessary  for,   or  can   be   made  use  c^ 
upon  any  inquiry ;  and  they  are,  it  seems, 
resolved  to  contmue  so. 

Whether  this  House,  Sir,  can  have  any 
proper  information  from  the  instructions 
now  called  for,  as  to  tl^ e  fact  in  dispute  at 

S resent,  is  what  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to 
etermine ;  nor  can  it  be,  in  my  opinion. 
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determined   by    any   gentieman    in   this 
Haase  ;  but  to  me  it  setms  very  probable, 
that  we  may  from  ^ese  instructions  re- 
ceive some  UghtSy  which  may  enable  us  to 
detennine  how  this  nation  stands  ^^gaged, 
with  respect  to  the  war  now  carrying  on  in 
Europe,  since  the  principal  r^on  of  that 
war  18  adlowed  to  be  founded  upon  the  late 
election  of  a  king  of  Poland.    Gentlemen 
may,    if  they  please,  pretend  ignorance, 
but  it  is  vei^certam,  that  the  late  king  of 
Polmd  was  m  the  year  1729  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  with  respect  to  his  health,  and 
therefore  it  seems  certain,  that  some  mea- 
wsieA  must  have  been  concerted,  relating 
to  die  then  future  election  of  a  king  of 
P<daDd ;  idiether  we  had  any,  and  what 
flbaie  in  those  measures,  is  what  this  House 
BOW  wants  to  inquire  into,  and  to  me  it 
ieenoB  as   evident  as  any   demonstration 
wliatever,  that  the  seeing  <^  those  instnic- 
dons  is  absolutely  necessary  for  this  end. 
It  is  true,  the  kmg  of  Poland  did  recover 
•  little,  and  did  live  for  a  few  years  afler, 
but  he'  p£ver  was  after  that  in  a  state  of 
perfect   health,  and,  consequently,  it  is 
moit  reasonable  to  believe,  that  the  mea- 
sures then  concerted  were  th^  same  with, 
or  at  least,  did  very  much  influence  the 
measnres  actually  pursued  upon  the  demise 
of  that  king :  if  we  had  no  share  in  the 
transactions  at  diat  time  carried  on  in 
Fohoid,  surely  no  secret  can  be  discovered 
\y  the  laying  of  those  instructions  before 
t£is  House ;  and  if  we  had  any  share  in 
those  transactioDs,   it  cannot  l>e  said,  I 
think,  that  we  have  no  manner  of  share  in 
diose  transactions  which  have  occasioned 
thepresent  war  in  Europe. 

What  riiare  we  had  in  those  trans- 
tiU  I  see  diose  Instructions,  it  is 
able  for  me  to  say;  but  from  the 
_  [its  I  alreadv  have,  it  appears  evident 
to  me,  that  we  have  had  a  very  large  share 
m  all  the  other  negotiations,  which  have 
been  lately  carried  on  in  Europe.  Did 
not  we  procure  the  introduction  odfthe  first 
ftpanish  forces  into  Itdy?  Are  not  we 
Guarantees  for  all  Don  CarWs  rights  and 
possessions  in  Italy  ?  Are  not  we  Guaran- 
tees for  aU  the  Emperor's  rights  and  posses- 
sions in  It^ly^  Are  not  we  Guarantees 
even  for  the  Pragmatick  Sanction  in  its  full 
extent  ?  I  believe  we  are  undo*  engage- 
aients  to  every  one  6f  the  Kotdiem 
powers ;  a&d  I  haye  heard,  that  we  are 
voder  some  engagements  to  the  Court  of 
Fiance ;  so  that  let  a  war  have  .broke  out 
between  any  two  powers  in  Europe,  it 
wiU  be  difficult  ta  shew,  diat  we  had  no  I 
[VOL.  IX.]  j 
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hand  in  the  transactions  which  gave  oc« 
casion  to  that  War ;  upon  the  contrai*y, 
I  believe  it  will  appear,  that  each  of  them 
might  have  justly  made  demands  upon  us;^ 
and  this,  Sir,  is  our  present  unhappy  si- 
tuation: If  this  shews  great  wisdom,  or 
regular  practice,  as  the  gentleman  was 
pleased  to  call  it,  in  those  at  the  helm  of 
our  affairs,  I  leave  to  the  world  tojudge  : 
We  have  been  running  all  over  Eui'ope, 
and  entering  into  en^gements  with  ^wery 
prince  and  state  in  Europe,  and  all  this 
without  any  national  benefit  in  view,  but 
generally  to  the  great  detriment  of  our 
domestic  a^rs,  and  oflen  to  die  great  in- 
terruption of  our  trade  in  all  parts  of  the 
world ;  aad  how  probable  it  may  be,  that 
the  same  wisdom,  which  has  brought  ua 
into  this  situation,  will  be  able  to  extricate 
us  out  of  it,  is  a  question  which  may  be 
'easily  resolved. 

We  were  told.  Sir,  the  first    day  df 
the    session,    that  we  w^re   to    concert 
measures,  and  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
powers  who  are  under  the  same  engage- 
BBents  with  us,  and  have  not  taken  part  in 
the  present  war,    more  particidarly  the 
States  General :  But  I  would  gladly  know, 
if  we  have  hitherto  taken  any  one  step  in 
conjunction  with  them  ?    Is  it  not  well 
known  that  in  most  cases  we  have  lately.^ 
made  the  first  step  by  ourselves,  and  theoi 
have,  with  great  difficulty  and  expeno^, 
prevailed  on  them  to  fcJlow  us,  whicn  tiyfy 
never  did,  but  iqpon  their  own  terms^  and 
undar  very  great  restrictions  and  refserva^ 
tions :  They  have  now  indeed  done  isome- 
thing  for  their  own  security,  but  wh^t  thqr 
have  done  was,  I  bdieve,  done  withc>ut  any 
thing  of  our  participadon;   they  &lid  not 
so  much,  I  believe,  as  consult  with  iW  upon 
that  head,  which  really  looks  as  ^  jtney 
had  some  distrust  of  our  power,  o3f  as  if 
diey  thought  th^  could  not  put  u^  con- 
fidence in  the  counsels  of  this  nat?^ ;  >  and 
if  our  most  natural  allies  should  once  bcS^gih 
ta  harbour-such  an  <^inion  of  us,  we  mftjfr  # 
dien  conclude,  diat  there  is  no  dependence^ 
to  be  had  upcm  dieir  firiendship  or  aliianceu  ^^ 
In  i^ort,  Sir,  if  his  Majesty  expects  '  ^  ' 
our  advice  upon  the  present  state  of  the 
affinrs  of  Europe ;  if  his  Majesty  expects 
the  assistance  of  parliament  in  the  present 
exigency  of  affiiirs,  we  must  be  informed 
how  our  a&irs  stai^d,  before  we  can  in  a 
proper  parliamentary  way  give  either  our 
advice  or  assistance:   It  was  with   this 


-view,  and  widi  this  view  only,  that  some 
Papers  hate  been  already  callet^  for, 
which  have  indeed  been  refused  by  a  ma^ 
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ority ;  it  is  with  this  view  only,  that  the 
Papers  mentioned  in  the  motion  now  before 
us  are  asked  for,  and  if  they  likewise  be 
refused  by  a  majority,  we  may,  perhaps, 
give  his  Majesty  sudi  assistance  as  nis 
ministers  shall  please  to  ask ;  but  I  am  sure 
we  can  give  no  advice,  nor  can  we  give  a 
reason  for  what  we  do. 

Sir  Robert  WalpoU  spoke  next : 

Sir ;  I  will  agree  with  the  honourable 
gehtleman  who  spoke  last,  that  the  present 
posture  of  afl^rs  does  require,  and    his 
Majesty  expects  the  assistance  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  1  will  say,  that  the  present  mo- 
tion, and  some  such  lately  made,  had  the 
House  agreed  to  them,  would  have  tended 
to  increase  the  present  troubles  and  con- 
fusions abroad,  rather  than  to  have  given 
any  real  assistance  either  to  ourselves  or 
others.    I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  Court 
Sn  Europe,  whether  engaged  in  the  pre- 
sent war,  or  otherwise,  but  expectea  to 
have  known  by  the  17th  of  this  month, 
what  part  Gr^  Britain  was  to  have  taken 
in  the  present  War ;  as  yet  it  remains  un- 
resolved, or  at  least,  a  secret,  and  it  is  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  it  should  continue 
ao ;  but  some  ^ntlemen  seem  inclined  not 
<mly  to  precipitate  their  country  into  a  re- 
solution, but  to  publish  that  resolution,  as 
soon  as  taken,   to  the  whole  world ;  and 
|Which  side  deserves  most  the  thanks  of 
^J'^eir  countrjr,  those  who  are  for  our  coming 
T^io  resolution  till  we  have  fully  examinea 
I  ^  ^rcumstances  of  affairs,  and  even  then 
v^®  waling  our  resolutions  till  we  are  just 
*®^^>    to  carry  them  mto  execution ;    or 
Sir  )who  ate  for  our  coming  to  a  hasty 
lows :  vion,  and  immediately  publishing  it 


SiTK 


'world  that  our  enemies  may  have 


^2.  *^o  provide  against  it,  I  leave  to' the 

^5?:tojudge- 

V^~lMitever  other  genliemen  may  think, 

^^^  my  opinion,  that  our  situation  is  much 
*  ^^^^  than  can  well  be  expected;  and 
^j^enever  that  matter  shall  come  to  -be 
examined  into,  I  believe  it  will  appear, 
that  our  present  situation  is  the  very  best 
the  nation  could  possibly  be  in,  with  rela- 
tion to  thepresent  posture  of  ai&irs  in 
Europe.  The  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
was  pleased  to  mention  the  states  of  Hol- 
land, and  that  they  had  done  something 
for  their  own  security ;  'tis  true,  they  have 
done  something,  they  have  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  neutrality;  whereas  we  have 
remained  entirely  m  a  state  of  inaction ; 
but  upon  this  very  account,  I  think,  we 
ftre  in  a  much  better  coaditioa  than  they 


are,  for  by  that  neutrality  they  have  en- 
gaged not  to  act  at  all,  nor  to  concern 
themselves  in  tfie  present  war;  we  are 
still  at  liberty,  and  may,  upon  any  event, 
take  that  part  which  shall  then  appear  ta 
be  most  for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain : 
In  this  then  our  case  is  better  than  theirs, 
because  Uiey  are  engaged  by  an  express 
stipulation  not  to  concern  Uiemselves  in 
the  present  war,  whereas  we  are  under  no 
engae;ement,  but  that  natural  obligation 
which  lies  upon  every  country  not  to  con- 
cern themselves  in  any  war,  unless  they 
find  it  for  their  interest  so  to  do. 

I  do  not  believe,  Su*,  that  the  States 
General,  or  any  other  foreign  power  has 
less  trust  in  the  strength,  or  less  confidence 
in  the  counsels  of  this  nation  than  they 
formerly  had ;  but  if  it  were  so,  I  should 
not  wonder  at  it,  when  every  post  tells 
diem,  that  w^  are  a  divided  nation,  and 
that  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  had 
upon  our  present  counsels,  because  great 
aUerations  are  soon  to  happen,  which  must 
necessarily  produce  a  thorough  change  in 
all  our  public  measures;  an4  upon  this 
consideration  I  leave  it  to  every  impartial 
man  to  judge,  if  we  are  in  any  unnappy 
situation,  who  have  contributed  most  to  it, 
those  who  have  honestly  and  fiuthfuUy 
served  the  crown,  or  those  who  have  made 
it  their  business  for  some  years,  to  do  all 
that  was  in  their  power  to  distress  every 
measure  of  his  MfQesty's  government ;  and 
that  too  in  conjunction  with  a  person  who 
I  believe  will  never  be  trusted  by  any 
court  in  Europe. 

His  Majes^,  in  his  Speech  from  the 
throne,  has  told  us,  that  he  is  not  any  way 
engaged  in  the  present  war,  and  tliat  he 
wiU  take  time  to  examine  the  facts  alledged 
on  botli  sides,  before  he  comes  to  any  de» 
termination;  when  he  has  done  so,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  will  lay  all 
the  informations  he  can  get  before  his 
parliament,  and  will  take  the  advice  of 
parliament,  what  part  the  nation  ought  to 
take  in  the  then  conjuncture ;  why  then 
should  we  endeavour  to  anticipate  his  Ma- 
jesty's wise  designs?  .  Why  should  we  run 
neadlong  and  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war^ 
by  joining  either  one  side  or  other,  before 
his  Majesty  has  had  any  time  to  examine 
into  the  posture  of  affiurs  abroad  ?  This 
seems,  indeed,  to  be  the  view  of  some 
gentlemen ;  but  surely  such  a  rash  pro- 
ceediug  would  rather  increase  dian  dimi* 
nish  the  unhappiness  of  our  present  situa- 
tion ;  and  is  very  far  from  that  coolness 
and  tender  wfaidi  ought  to  be  shewn. 
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when  the  vtrj  safety  of  our  country  d^ 
pendfi  upon  tiie  prudence  and  unanimity  of 
our  resolutions* 

An  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  who 
tpoke  some  time  ago,  took  indeed  a  great 
deal  of  liberty  in  talking  of  majorities  of 
parliament ;  but  I  would  have  gentlemen 
to  know,  that  when  they  talk  of  such  ma- 
jorities at  preiient,  they  speak  of  their 
equals  as  members  of  this  House,  of  their 
equals  on  any  ground  in  England;  let 

Sntlemen  but  cast  their  eyes  round  the 
ouse,  and  they  will  find  a  number  of 
gentlemen  supenor  to  the  highest  number 
of  their  minority,  who  can  as  little  be 
suspected  of  corruption,  as  any  of  those 
who  eenerally  appear  upon  the  minority 
aide  or  the  question. 

It  is.  Sir,  an  easy  matter  for  gentlemen 
to  represent  the  measures,  lately  taken  by 
&e  government,  as  unwise,  inconsistent, 
and  me  like,  or  to  give  them  what  other  epi- 
thets Uiey  have  a  mind,  but  when  the  day 
eomes  for  inquiring  into  them,  which  I  as 
heartily  wish  for  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
House,  I  believe  those  measures  will 
appear  in  a  quite  different  light;  and 
those  gentlemen,  who  may  perhaps  have 
hearkened  to  every  little  whisper  of  some 
of  the  foreign  ministers  at  this  court,  which 
is,  I  believe,  the  only  foundation  they  have 
£or  what  they  have  asserted,  wiU  find 
themselves  at  last  disappointed.  Wlien- 
mer  sudi  an  inquiry  shall  be  resolved  on, 
I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  majority  of 
this  House  will  agree  to  call  for  every 
paper,  that  can  be  thought  necessary  for 
giving  the  House  a  full  information  of  the 
piesent  state  of  the  nation :  But  this  is 
not  the  question  at  present,  nor  are  we 
now  to  inquire  whether  his  Majesty  has 
kad  a  share  in  those  transactions,  which 
have  given  occasion  to  the  present  war  in 
Bur<^;  and  therefore  I  cannot  tliinkwe 
have,  at  present,  any  thing  to  do  with  any 
instrucdons  given  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ten  in  Poland  or  elsewhere. 

His  Majesty,  *tis  true.  Sir,  expects  the 
aopifltfince  of  his  parliament,  but  for  what? 
He  does  not  immediately  exipect  such  an 
assistance  as  to  enable  him  to  take  any  part 
io  the  present  war ;  he  wants  only  such  an 
assistance  as  may  enable  him  to  put  the 
nation  in  a  prc^r  posture  of  defence ;  and 
sorely  we  may  determine  what  assistance 
will  be  necessary  for  that  end,  without  in- 
(uiiring  into  any  of  our  foreign  negotia- 
tions. It  is  for  this  reason.  Sir,  that  I 
think  the  House  has  done  right,  in  reject- 
ing all  the  motions  hitherto  made  for  let- 
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ters  and  instructions  relating  to  our  foreim 
afiairs,  and,  for  the  same  reason  I  make 
no  doubt,  but  that  they  will  likewise  reject 
thepresent  motion.* 

The  question  being  then  put  upon  Mr. 
Sandys's  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative by  202  against  IH.f 


*  <*  The  nation  at  that  time  was  pestered 
with  papers  and  pamphlets,  which  held  forth, 
that  evecy  member,  who  voted  od  the  side  of 
the  minister,  was  a  hireling,  and  voted  for  th* 
sake  of  money  or  interest.  Lists  had  been 
published  of  those  who  voted  for  and  against 
the  Ezciie  Scheme,  with  the  places,  which  the 
former  held  under  the  govemroent,  annexed 
to  their  several  names.  This  had  operated 
wonderfully  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  who 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  every  member, 
who  had  not  a  visible  place,  and  voted  for  the 
government,  had  a  private  peusioD,  or  some 
othergratification.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  thought, 
that  then  was  the  time  for  confuting  a  charge 
so  injurious  to  himself,  as  well  as  destructive  of 
the  constitution  :  and  he  did  it  in  a  noble  man- 
ner, which  will  do  honour  io  the  works  of  tha 
best  orators  of  Greece  or  Rome.''    TindaL 

f  <*  The  great  business  of  the  oppositioa 
now,  both  in  their  discourses  and  writings,  was 
to  represent  the  pacific  conduct  of  the  minister 
in  the  war  begun  agains]^  the  emperor  by 
France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia,  as  the  effect  of 
pusillanimity,  or  of  somewhat  still  worse,  a  se- 
cret correspondence,  and  prior  enfi^agements 
with  France.  Though  the  death  of  the  kin? 
of  Poland  was  sudden  and  unforeseen,  though 
the  Poles  were  almost  unanimous  in  electing 
Stani^aus  for  their  kinff,  and  though  nothinj^ 
could  be  more  natural  than  to  think  that  his 
son-in-law,  the  French  king,  would  support 
that  election;  yet  the  English  minister  was 
publicly  accused  of  baring,  in  the  year  1729, 
entered  into  engagements  with  France  to  pro- 
mote the  election  of  Stanislaus  upon  the  demise 
of  king  Ausrustus.  As  nothing  could  be  more 
unpopular  m  England  than  such  a  charge,  it 
might  have  hurt  the  minister,  had  not  his  ene- 
mies carried  it  to  a  ridiculous  excess,  by  sup- 
posing that  his  favouring  the  election  of  Stanis- 
laus, was  the  cause  of  Enelaad  being  averse  to 
assist  the  emperor  against  hispowerful  enemies, 
who  were  every  day  stripping  him  of  his  do- 
minions, and  was  the  consequence  of  the  en- 
gagements had  been  formed  with  France.  As 
to  the  charge  itself,  it  was  unsupported  by  even 
the  shadow  of  eridence  at  the  time  of  tha 
death  of  king  Augustus,  and  some  time  before. 
But  as  that  king,  in  the  year  1729,  had  a  fit  of 
illness,  and  as  Mr.  Woodward  was  then  tha 
British  minister  at  his  court,  the  opposition  be- 
lieved, or  pretended  to  believe,  that  orders  had 
been  sent  him  irom  England  to  favour  the 
election  of  Stanislaus,  if  king  Augustus  should 
then  die. 

<<  la  consequence  of  this  motion,  Mr«  Sau-^ 
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Debate  on  a  Motion  Jbr  an  Address  to 
Jbtottf,  how  Jar  ike  King  toas  engaeedy  by 
his  Good  Cg^e^,  in  the  Causes  <^tke  War 
against  the  Emperor.']  Then  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Waller,  member  for  Great  Marlow, 
rose  up  and  moved,  *^  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that 


dys,  on  the  25th  of  Jannary,  mored  the  House 
or  CoinmoBS,  that  an  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty  to  give  direction,  that  the 
sereral  instructions  to  Mr.  Woodward,  his  Ma- 
i^y's  minister  in  Poland  in  the  year  1729,  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

"  This  motion  was  backed  with  the  reason- 
ing we  have  already  exposed  ;  and  the  ablest 
members  of  the  opposition,  conscious  how 
weakly  it  was  founded,  instead  of  supporting  it 
upon  pirliaraentary  principles,  brought  their 
own  private  surmises  as  arguments  for  it ;  and 
finding  the  motion  no  long^er  defensible  against 
the  reasoning  of  the  minister  and  his  fnends, 
tbev  endeavoin^  to  turn  tbem  into  ridicule. 
But  even  in  this  method  they  were  worsted  by 
Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  whom  they  had  always 
affected  to  represent  in  a  very  mean  light,  both 
in  his  person  and  parts. 

**  As  to  his  person  and  air,  which,  at  the 
time  now  described,  were  so  indecently  treated, 
they  were  such  as  are  daily  seen  in  a  plain, 
honest,  country  English  gentleman ;  and  both 
of  them  preferable  to  those  of  many  of  his  an- 
tat^onists,  who  affected  to  speak  of  them  with 
the  greatest  freedom.  He  did  not  affect  to  be 
eloquent,  but  be  was  a  sensible,  shrewd, 
speaker :  and  though  he  was  *not  what  is  pro- 
perly termed  witty,  yet  lie  had  more  ready  hu- 
mour than  any  man  in  the  House.  His  uu- 
derstauding  was  more  solid  than  specious  ;  and 
.the  blundering  of  which  his  enemies  accused 
bim,  was  no  other  than  a  vague,  cant  term, 
since  they  never  could' prove  he  committed  an 
error  either  in  bis  public  or  private  manage- 
ment, unless  his  punctually  fiilfiHing  the  will 
of  his  sovereign  and  superiors  is  to  be  deemed 
such.  But  to  put  his  abilities  in  a  public  ca- 
pacity out  of  all  manner  of  doubt,  nothing  b 
more  certain  than  that  afler  his  brother  re- 
signed his  places,  and  when  Mr.  Walpole  at- 
tended his  duty  io  the  House  only  as  a  private 
gentleman,  which  he  did  during  the  last  fifteen 
Tears  of  bis  life,  no  man  in  parliament  was 
oetter  heard,' or  carried  more  weight  with  him 
when  he  spoke,  which  he  pretty  frequently 
did ;  because,  at  that  time,  he  had  more  expe- 
rience in  business  than  any  member  in  the 
House,  and  more  knowledge  of  American  af- 
fairs than  any  man  in  England. 

«•  The  personalities  which  passed  in  tjie  de- 
bate last  mentioned,  were  such  as  can  have  no 
place  in  a  national  history;  and  they  were 
carried  on  both  sides  so  rar,  that  the  speaker 
was  obliged  to  inform  the  gentlemen,  that  they 
had  k>st  sight  of  the  qoestioD.  which  he  again 
wjad."    •Kiidal.*' 


DebtAe  on  Mati&nsjor  [83^ 

he  would  be  gradolls^r  pleasedHo  commu* 
nicate  to  the  House  now  &r  he  had  been 
engaged,  by  his  Good  Offioes,  in  those 
transactions,  which  hadf  be&t  declared  to 
be  the  principal  causes  and  motives  of  the 
War,  wiiich  was  then  bejgon  and  carried  on 
against  the  Emperor,  with  so  mach  vigoor^ 
by  the  united  powers  of  France,  ^patn, 
and  Sardinia.*'  This  motion  was  seconded, 
but,  being  opposed  by  the  courtiers,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

Debate  on  Mr.  Sandy t^s  Motumjbr  an 
Account  of  what  Application  had  been  fnade 
to  his  Majesty  J  by  the  Parties  engaged  in 
the  War.]  Then  Mr.  Sandys  stood  np 
again,  and  said.  That  though  die  mo- 
tion he  had  just  before  made  had  been  re* 
jected,  yet,  as  he  never  proposed  any  thing 
in  that  House,  but  what  he  thought  just 
and  reasonable,  he  was  not  tiierefore  apt  to 
be  discotuvged;  and  for  that  reason  he 
would  beg  leave  to  make  toother  motion, 
which  he  hoped  would  meet  with  better 
success,  which  was,  **That  an  hinnbie 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that 
he  would  bO'  graciously  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  the  House,  what  Application 
had  been  made  to  him  by  the  several  par*' 
tics  then  engaged  in  the  war,  founded  i^»on 
Treaties  or  other  Engagements.'*  This 
motion  being  seconded  by  sir  John  Rosfa- 
out,  the  same  was  opposedl^y 

Mr.  Henry  Pdham^  who  spoke  as  fol*' 
lows :  ^ 

Sir; — It  is  very  true,  that  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  who  made  you  this  motion, 
is  not  very  apt  to  be  di8Coura^ed,ibut  ho«r« 
ever  he  may  flatter  hiniself  wit^  iuocess  in 
his  present  motion,  it  is,  in  my  opmion,  so 
much  of  a  kin  to  his  former  motion,  whi<^ 
the  House  has  afaready  rejected,  that  I  can 
see  no  reason  he  has  to  ei^>ect,  that  the 

S resent  should  have  a  different  fate.  Hit 
f  ajesty  has  already  told  us,  that  he  wns 
no  way  engaged  in  the  present  war,  nor 
had  had  any  share  in  those  tran§acliona 
which  'gave  rise  to  it ;  and  thereftH«  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed,  that  any  power  en- 
gaged has  made  any  application  to  hon 
founded  upon  treaties  or  other  engage- 
ments. Some  of  them  might  perhaps  hff^^e 
made  an  application  to  his  Maiesty  for  hia 
assistance ;  but  even  sttdi  application  was 
not  to  be  presumed,  because,  nad  any  such 
application  been  made,  it  was  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  his  Majesty, m  his  spee^ 
from  the"  throne,  would  have  taken  some 
notice  of  it*    As  this  qixestion,  6k,  is  of 
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the  same  nature  with  tfae  fbrmer  cjuestion 
moved  hj  that  g^QtieHMin»  and  totwded 
upon  the  same  jeakniay  of  bk  Majesty's 
ismdudf  it  is  ii^ossible  fer  me  to  havte 
aayduo^new  to  urge  agfunat  it;  but  I 
beneve  it  is  m  isiposaible  for  anj  gentle- 
man in  'this  Houae  to  asy  any  thing  new  in 
ftvourefit;  and  therefore  I  shall  eive  the 
HoiBe  no  fkrthtr  trouble,  only  to  declare, 
that  I  shaU  give  my  negative  to  it,  as  well 
asl  did  to  the  former. 

Mr.  PvUeney  spoke  in  fevour  of  the 
motion: 

Sir;— In  whatever  light  the  honourable 
gflnrifman,  virho  spoke  List,  may  take  the 
piesentmotion,  I  think  it  must  bear  a  very 
diferent  consideration  from  the  motion 
Axmerly  made  by  my  worthy  friend.  I 
bdieve  it  will  not  be  denied,  but  that  we 
are  aoder  some  engageoients  to  every  one, 
«,  at  least,  to  most  of  the  powers  con- 
cenied  in  the  |»esent  w«r;  and  whatever 
wem{^  at  present  juretend  to  think  of  those 
eogagements,  it  is  very  probable,  that  those 
to  whsra  we  are  ei^aeed  think  otherwise : 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  some  of 
tiiem  thmk  that  we  aie,  by  die  engage- 
ments we  have  entered  into,  obliged  to  as- 
sist them,  upon  the  present  emergency; 
and  it  is  pretty  well  known,  that  they  have 
made  application  for  an  immediate  per- 
ibmance  of  those  engagemeouS.  I  have 
beard,  that  ten  diousand  land^oroes,  or 
lome  such  number,  has  been  actually  de- 
manded by  one  of  the  powers  engaged  in 
the  war ;    I  vrffl  not,  indeed,  iSirm  the 

sthir^more 
Boinister  to 

_    J  weH  known.  Sir, 

Aat  k  moat  of  uie  engagements  we  have 
catered  into  with  foreign  powers,  it  is  left 
I  to  ^choice  of  the  power  we  are  engaged 
^,  to  demand  a  quota  in  a  Mpiadron  of 
^b^,  a  oeitain  «uni^moii^,  or  a  certain 
iKimber  of  troops ;  mid  as  we  are  to  go 
iota  a  Comnittee  upon  the  supply  4m 
Monday  next,  there  is  nodiing  more  rea- 
ieaaUe,  Oidn  that  the  House  shoald  be 
Mmned  oi  what  domandsiiave  beai  made 
afSB  OS,  and  whether  those  dewtodshave 
wen  for  siiipa,  nioney,  or  men,  befi>re  we 
;» into  that  Connaitlee;  for,  without  sudi 
mf<mnati<m,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to 
know  how  to  come  to  suoi  resolutions,  as 
cay  be  moat  for  the  safety  and  honour  of 
the  nation.  The  motion  is  therefore  so  fiur 
tnm  beo^  iuaieitfnnaUe»  that  it  is  neces- 
flvyatdMrnUfoecoimlitdwith;  Itndif  it 
is  not,  I  cannot  reauy  see  haw  ivvecan 


properly  go  into  the  Committee  c^n  the 
s«q^y  on  Monday  next. 

Sir  JViUiam  Yonge  replied : 

Sir; — ^I  can  see  no  reason,  why  tibe 
House  may  not  be  fully  prepared  for  going 
into  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday 
next,  though  this  motion  sbouid  be  rejected 
as  the  others  have  been ;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
debate  at  present,  whether  the  motion  be 
reasonable  or  no ;  there  may  be  another 
time  for  that  question,  for  which  reason  I 
AbJI  now  only  move  for  the  previous  ques« 
tion. 

Mr.  Pulteney  stood  up  again,  and  said : 

Sir ; — I  find  the  gentleman,  who  spoke 
last,  has  avoided  entering  upon  the  merits 
of  the  question,  and,  by  a  sort  ^parlia- 
mentary trick,  by  moving  for  the  previous 
ration,  he  intends,  it  seems,  to  put  aS 
question  for  this  day,  at  least ;  this,  ia 
my  opinion,  is  treating  the  question  with 
mudi  greater  indeoency  than  if  it  were  to 
be  fiurly  argued,  and  afterwards  rejected; 
for  if  the  question  be  delayed  until  after 
Monday  next,  it  will  then  be  too  late  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  it ;  it  will 
really  be  in  effect,  first  to  resolve,  and  then 
to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  what 
ought  to  be  resolved ;  and  therefore  I  must 
desire,  that  die  question  may  be  fidrly  de^^ 
bated,  that  gentlemen  would,  at  least,  give 
us  a  reason  for  what  th^  are  to  do,  and 
then  let  the  motion  stand  or  &11  upon  its 
own  merits. 

Sir  fTiUiam  Tong^  answered  as  follows : 

Sir  ;^p-I  did  not  intend  any  trick  when  I 
moved  for  the  previnus  question;  it  is  what 
has  been  always  practised  in  this  Hoiue, 
vdien  any  questienhas  been  movied,  which 
gmtleraen  naare  a  mind  lo  fitvour  so  much 
as  not  to|>ut  a  negatke  upon  it :  buteyen^ 
as  to  the  flaedts  of  the  question,  it  cannot, 
certdinlj,  bane  mur  relation  (to  any  reaolu- 
tiOBs  we  can  poamly  oome  to  mx  Mondar 
next  in  die  Committee  of  Supply;  for  flOi 
the  resofaitknis  we  isorae  to  in  that  Com<* 
mittee,  are  founded  upon  estimates  given 
in,  or  demands  made  by  die  crown ;  and  if 
any  demand  were  to  be  made  upon  this 
House,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  sen^a 
quota  either  of  ships  of  war,  money,  % 
troops,  to  any  power  in  Europe,  such  de- 
mand woidd  joertakJy  be  laid  before  this 
Hou^  by  his  Majeotor's  ^orders,  without 
putdi^  us  to  die  trodbleofprefieiBting  ai^ 
such  address  as  JB  BOW  uovodfor;  diecBH 
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therefore  no  necessity  for  entering  this  day 
upon  the  merits  of  this  question ;  the  .gen- 
tleman may  renew  his  motion  when  he 
thinks  proper,  and  then  I  do  not  doubt 
but  otner  gentlemen  will  debate  the 
reasonablehess  of  it ;  and  as  it  appears  to 
the  House,  it  will  certainly  be  agreed  to 
or  rejected ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  this  a 
proper  time  for  debating  it,  I  must  insist 
upon  my  motion, 

Mr.  fVaUer  Plumer  said : 

Sir  ;  As  we  shall  probably  come  on 
Monday  next  to  some  resomtions  with 
respect  to  our  seamen,  I  should  think  it 
necessary  for  this  House  to  know  what 
demands  have  been  made  upon  us  by  our 
allies,  before  we  come  to  any  resolution 
on  that  head;  otherwise  we  may  leave 
room  for  those  extraordinary  messages  and 
demands  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 
which  this  nation  has  of  late  been  too 
much  accustomed  to.  The  ^ntleman 
who  moved  die  previous  question,  says. 
That  this  is  not  a  proper  time  for  entenng 
upon  the  merits  of  the  motion  now  made 
to  us,  because  if,  any  such  application  had 
been  made  by  any  of  our  allies,  and  his 
Majesty  had  resolved  to  grant  what  was 
asked,  he  would  have  ordered  this  to  be 
laid  before  us,  together  with  die  estimates 
and  demands  of  the  current  service  of  the 
ensuing  year.  Is  not  this  directly  to  tell 
us,  that  after  his  Majesty  has  come  to  a 
determination  what  part  to  act,  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  take  the  advice  of 
parliament.  It  is  truie,  his  Majesty  has  by 
nis  prerogative  the  power  of  making  peace 
or  war :  but  in  a  matter  of  so  great  con- 
sequence, it  has  always  i^peared  to  be  the 
interest,  nay  I  may  say,  it  nas  alwaj^s  been 
thought  to  be  the.  duty  of  the  lungs  of 
England,  to  take  the  advice  of  their  people 
in  parliament  assembled,  and  not  to  trust 
entirely  to  the  advice  of  their  ministers ; 
and  if  any  such  demand,  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  motion  now  before  us,  has  heexi 
made  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  aUies,  I  can- 
not think  that  it  woula  be  any  way  dero- 
gatory to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  or 
to  the  wisdom  of  me  ministers,  to  lay  it 
before  the  parliament,  whether  it  ought  to 
be  complyed  with  or  not. 

4Mr.  Cockbum^  knight  of  the  shire  for 
Haddington,  spoke  next. 

Sir ;  I  was  against  the  first  motion,  be- 
cause some  gentlemen  had  assured  the 
House,  and  I  was  myself  a  little  afraid, 
that  at  present  it  might  tead  to  increase 


the  confusions  and  troubles  that  are  aow 
in  Europe ;  but  the  nresent  motion  I  take 
to  be  of  a  very  dinerent  nature;  I  am 
sure  that,  should  it  be  complied  with,  no 
secrets  can  thereby  be  discovered,  nor  can 
it  possibly  tend  to  increase  the  present 
troubles  of  £ur<^e^ — ^I  am  old  enough  to 
remember  the  beginning  of  the  first  great 
war  against  France,  and  I  remember,  that 
assoon  as  the  Dutdi  applied  to  us  for  our 
assistance,  king  William  upunediately  laid 
the  case  before  the  parliament,  andi  took 
their  advice,  as  to  what  was  proper  to  be 
done  upon  that  emergency,  before  he 
came  to  any  resolution:  upon  the  breakins^ 
out  of  the  second  war,  the  late  Queen  did 
the  same ;  and  I  must  say,  that  I  think 
every  King  of  this  nation  ought  to  foUow^ 
that  example ;  if  they  expect  the  assk- 
tance  of  parliament,  they  ought  to  take  the 
advice  or  parliament;  and  our  histories 
will  inform  us,  tbat  where  they  have  done, 
so,  they  have  generaUy  done  well,  and 
where  they  have  done  otnerwise,  they  have 
had  but  httle  success ;  for  which  reason 
I  am  for  agreeing  with  the  motion  now- 
made  to  us. 

The  previous  question  being  then  put 
upon  Mr.  Sandys's  motion,  it  Was  earned 
in  the  negative,  by  a  majority  q£  195 
against  102.* 

Sir  J,  Barnard  presents  a  PeHtionJram 
the  Dealers  in  Tea^  Jbr  relief  a^nst  the 
Excise  Lotos."]  February  4.  Aretitionof 
the  druggists,  and  others  dealing  in  Tea, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read; 
alledging.  That  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
10th  year  of  king  George  L  the  petitionera 
were  induced  to  hope,  that  the  duty  aris- 
ing from  Tea  would  be  better  secured  to 
his  Majesty,  and  the  interest  of  the  fair 
trader  be  lietter  supported,  but  have'fatall  j 
experienced  the  contrary  efiects;  thie 
duidestine  importation  of  Tea  being 
greatly  increased,  to  the  dam^  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  ruin  of  the  rairtrader, 
occasioned  by  the  great  difference  of  the 
value  of  that  comxnMlity  at  this  and  foreign 
markets,  whereby  the  smugglers  are 
enabled  to  purchase  it  abroad  for  less  thaa 
half  the  du^  paid  here :  that  the  regula- 
tions which  Uie  petitioners  are  laid  under. 


*  The  Magazines,  the  Historical  Register, 
and  other  collections,  of  this  period,  for  want  of 
informatioD,  are  often  erroneous  in  parliamen- 
tary afToira :  for  instance,  they  say  there  waft 
no  divistpn  upon  this  question,  though  th* 
Journals  of  the  House  of  CoiBinoiw  e^rtm^j 
say  there  was. 
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are  most  burthensome  and  gnerouSy  their 
houses  being  liid>le  to  be  entered  bypersons 
unknown  to  them,  and  their  projjerties  sub- 
jected to  the  judicial  determination  of  com- 
missioners :  that  the  petitioners  are  liable 
to  severe  penalties  for  errors  and  omissions 
i^solutely  unavoidable^  and  restrained 
from  disposing  of  their  gpods,  after  having 
paid  duty  for  the  same,  without  permits 
nrom  the  officer  of  the  inland  duties,  ex- 
pressing the  mimes  and  places  of  abode  of 
the  respective  buyers  and  sellers,  exposing 
thereby  the  extent  and  circumstances  o£ 
their  trade ;  whereby  the  petitioners  con- 
ceived they  were  in  a  worse  condition  than 
any  other  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
therefore  praying  the  House  to  take  the 
premisses  into  consideration,  and  give 
them  such  relief  as  to  the  House  should 
seem  meet.  T^  Petition  was  presented 
by 

Sir  John  Barnard^  who  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  same  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  As  this  Petition  is  the 
some  with  that  presented  to  this  House 
last  session,  I  need  not  take  up  much  of 
your  time  in  opening  it  to  the  House. 
The  petitioners  apprehaid  they  labour 
onder  very  great  grievance  by  theirbeing 
subject  to  the  laws  of  excise ;  and  as  this 
House,  in  the  very  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, thought  it  unreasonable  to  subject 
seme  other  sorts  of  traders  and  dealers  tp 
those  oppressive  laws,  the  petitioners  think 
they  hove  reason  from  thaace  tm  conclude 
that  this  House  will  be  readv  to  relieve 
them  fr(»n  those  burdens.^— The  chief  ob- 
jection made  to  the  petition  last  year  was, 
that  it  was  signed  omy  bv  a  few,  and  those 
not  the  most  considerable  dealers  in  that 
commodity,  but  now  this  objection  is  in- 
tirdy  removed :  for  I  am  sure  there  is  not 
aconsid^^le  dealer  within  the  city  of 
Ixnidon,  who  has  not  signed  this  petition. 
The  great  frauds  committed  in  the  running 
of  tea,  which  are  daily  increasing,  are 
DOW  become  a  very  great  and  a  general 
grievance,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
public,  but  to  the  fair  trader :  It  is  impos- 
fiible  for  a  man,  who  honestly  pays  the 
heavy  duties  upon  the  commodity  ne  deals 
in,  to  sell  so  cneap  as  the  smuggler  may 
do^  therefore,  if  some  stop  is  not  speedily 
put  to  that  infiunous  practice,  we  may  ex- 
pect in  a  few  years  the  whole  trade  of  the 
jdngdom,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  home 
consumption,  will  be  got  into  the  hands  of 
smugglers  onlv,  and  me  retailers  Vho  buv 
from  them.    It  was  expected  that  the  al- 


teration made  some  vears  ago  in  the  method 
of  collecting  those  duties,  would  have  pre- 
vented this  infamous  practice :  When  that 
project  was  first  set  on  foot,  I  remember, 
some  people  assured  us,  it  would  entirdy 
put  an  end  to  smuggling;  but  experience 
has  taught  us  the  contrary ;  for  since  tliat 
alteration  it  has  been  much  more  general 
than  before ;  so  that  w^  have  subjected  a 
great  number  of  our  fcUow-subjects  to  in- 
finite hardships,  without  gaining  thereby 
any  benefit  to  the  public^ — As  mis  prac- 
tice of  smuggling,  which  has  of  late  so 
much  increased,  must  be  likewise  a  con- 
siderable detriment  to  the  public  revenue, 
the  petitioners  hope  we  shall  take  the 
affidr  again  under  our  consideration,  and 
endeavour  to  contrive  some  methods  for 
preventing  this  in&mous  practice  for  the 
future ;  If  then  the  relief  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  fellow-subjects  from  grievances 
they  justly  complain  of,  if  the  encoinrage- 
ment  of  the  fiur  trader,  if  the  increasing  of 
the  public  revenue,  are  considerations 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  a  British  par- 
liament, I  am  sure  the  case  now  before  us, 
in  which  all  three  are  joined,  deserves  the 
utmost  regard  of  this  House ;  therefore  I 
cannot  doubt  of  the  petition's  being  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee.  And  when  we  go 
into  that  Committee,  several  gentlemen 
will  ofier  their  opinions  and  propose  ex- 
pedients for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  as 
well  as  for  the  advantage  of  the  revenue : 
But  as  these  things  cannot  properly  omie 
now  under  our  consideration,  I  sliall  not 
give  the  House  any  farther  trouble  at  pre- 
sent, but  only  to  move,  That  the  Petition 
may  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  « 
Cominittee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  above  motion  being  seconded  by 
Mr.  Perry, 

Mr.  Winnington  stood  up  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Sir ;  I  can  by  no  means  agree  with  the 
two  honourable  gentlemen  in  the  motion 
they  have  made.  The  relieving  any  of 
our  fellow-subjects  from  grievances  they 
justly  complain  of,  the  encouraging  of  the 
fair  trader,  and  the  increasing  the  public 
revenue,  are  matters  indeed  of  a  very  great 
concern,  and  always  deserve  the  utmost 
attention  of  this  House,  when  they  are 
regularly  and  properly  broujght  before  us ; 
but  I  cannot  think  that  this  petition  can 
properly  bring  either  of  them  before  us, 
nor  can  I  think  it  is  now  a  proper  timo  to 
go  into  a. Committee  upon  this  or  any 
ot^er  such  petition.    There  is  nothing  th^ 
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can  be  proposed  in  consecpience  of  this 
Petition,  but  what  may  dimmi^  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  as  we  are  in  a  manner 
now  just  upon  the  brink  of  a  war,  I  thin|^ 
it  woidd  be  tery  unwise  in  us  to  do  any 
thing  that  ma^  possibly  diminish  that  re- 
venue, for  whicn  we  may  soon  have  so 
great  an  occasion.-^As  to  the  infamous 
practice  of  smuggling,  and  the  frauds  com- 
mitted in  that  oranch  of  the  public  re- 
venue, which  the  Petition  relates  to,  I 
believe,  every  gentleman  would  willingly 
do  something  to  prevent  it,  if  possible ; 
but  the  method,  proposed  by  Ais  petition, 
appears  reaHv  to  me  m  a  very  strange  l^t ; 
It  nas  been  round,  they  sav,  that  the  laws 
of  excise,  joined  with  the  laws  of  the  cus- 
toms, Iwnre  not  been  efiectual  for  prevent- 
ing all  those  frauds;  and  therefore  gentle- 
men propose,  that  we  should  take  off  one 
of  these  checks ;  and  indeed,  that  which 
must  be  acknowledged  to  be  the  most 
efiectual  of  the  two,  in  order  to  prevent 
running  for  the  future.    I  need  not  say 
any  thmg  to  convince  gentlemen,  that  this 
proposition  cannot  be  supposed  to  tend  to 
the  encouragement  of  the  fair  trader,  or  to 
increase  the  public  revenue:    As  to  the 
petitioners,  if  they  are  all  fkir  traders,  they 
must  acknowledge,  it  would  be  so  far  from 
giving  them  relief  that  it  would  intifely 
ruhi  2iem«*-I  should  be  glad  to  hear  any 
thing  proposed  for  the  b^efit  of  the  &ir 
trader,  or  security  of  the  public  revenue : 
But  for  us  to  ^0  into  a  committee  upon 
tfiat  subject,  wSen  no  gentleman  of  this 
House  can  say  that  there  is  any  particular 
mediod  or  scneme  to  be  proposed,  would 
i>e  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  to  no 
purpose,    nesides,  if  there  were  really 
any  schemes  to  be  proposed  to  us  for 
putting  an  end  to  frauds  and  smuggling, 
It  is  not  now  a  proper  time  for  us  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  them ;  for  as  it  is 
now  the  last  session  of  a  parliament,  and 
considering  the  present  posture  of  affiurs 
of  Europe,  it  must  be  presumed  that  the 
diort  time  we  have  to  sit  will  be  taken  up 
in  matters  of  very  great  weight,  and  which 
require  a  more  immediate  consideration, 
there  cannot  be  any  great  inconvenience 
in  puttmg  off  this  afiair  to  another  session: 
and  therefore  I  must  be  against  the  motion 
now  made,  and  shall  move.  That  the  Peti- 
thm  nn^  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Ptnrtf  replied : 

Sir;  When  diis  motion vhur  made  by 
my  honourable  and  worthy  friend,  I  did 
not  ifiprehend  it  would  have  met  with  any 


opposition ;  therefore  I  gave  the  House  no 
other  trouble  than  just  to  second  the  mo- 
tion :  But  now  1  hope  I  shall  be  indulged 
a  few  words  in  support  of  it.  It  has  al- 
ways been  my  opinion,  that  while  we  sit 
here,  no  time  can  be  improper  for  our 
taking  into  our  c<msideration  a  petition 
signed  by  such  a  number  of  considerable 
traders  \  The  hearing  of  complaints  from 
the  subjects,  and  the  redressmg  of  their 
grievances,  I  have  always  understood  to 
be  a  chief  part  of  the  business  of  pariio- 
ment ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  said  in 
this  House,  that  any  time  is  improper  for 
such  a  consideration,  cq)ecially  when  it  is 
not  so  much  as  pretended,  that  the  con- 
plaints  are  frivolous,  or  that  the  petitioners 
are  inconsiderable. — The  honoundile  ctn- 
tleman  spoke  of  our  being  on  the  brim^  of 
a  war,  and  therefore  thought  it  unwise  for 
us  to  attempt  to  do  any  thing  that  might 
lessen  the  public  revenue :  I  believe  no 
gentleman  m  this  House  means  to  lessen 
the  public  revenue ;  the  very  end  of  the 
motion  now  made  is  to  endeavour  some- 
thing that  may  increase  the  public  rev«iue» 
by  preventing  those  frauds  by  which  it  is 
greatly  diminished.  The  gentleman  al- 
lows, that  the  laws  of  excise  and  customs, 
when  joined  together,,  are  inefiectual  for 
preventing  the  running  of  tea ;  but  thinks 
It  strange,  that  the  taking  off  one  of  those 
checks  should  be  proposed  as  a  method  for 
the  preventing  or  running  for  the  future^ 
and  it  would  be  so  if  this  were  the  only 
method ;  but  there  may  be  some  method 
proposed,  if  we  go  into  a  committee  upon 
this  affitir,  which  will  render  the  laws  of 
the  customs  singly  more  effectual  against 
smuggling  than  l>oth  the  laws  of  excise 
and  customs  have  been :  In  such  case  it 
will  not  appear  strange  to  give  a  relief  to 
mairjrof  our  distressed  countryman,  by 
freemg  them  from  the  oppressive  laws  of^ 
excise. 

If  gentlemen  will  examine  this  affiiir  a 
little,  they  will  find,  that  by  adding  the 
laws  of  excise  to  the  laws  or  the  customs, 
they  have  neither  given  a  check  to  smug- 
ging, nor  increased  the  public  revenue^ 
m  proportion  as  the  consumption  of  that 
commodi^  has  kicreased  of  late  years 
within  this  kingdom.  In  1716,  ^e  duty 
upon  Coffee  and  Tea  amounted  to  b«it 
sixty  odd  thousand  pounds :  From  171:6 
to  1724<  that  duty  continued  subject  only 
to  the  laws  €/^  the  customs,  and  yet  so 
greatly  did  our  consumption  increase 
within  that  time,  that  in  the  vear  172S  the 
duty  amounted  to  112,000/.  near  devdilo 
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the  sum  in  that  seven  years  which  pre* 
ceded  the  alteration.  This  can  be  attri- 
buted only  to  the  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion,  for  it  cannot  be  said,  that  the  Custom- 
House  Officers  were  more  exact  and  dili- 
gent, or  the  Smugglers  less  skilled  in  the 
arts  of  deceit  in  mat  year,  than  they  had 
been  in  any  of  the  former. 

In   17^9   the  famous   alteration    now 
complained  of  was  made :  We  cannot  sup- 
pose the  consumption  has  since  decreasea ; 
on  the  coif^ury,  as  Tea  has  been  sold 
cheaper  than  ever  it  was  before,  we  must 
8U[^>06e  that  the  consumption  has  peatly 
increased ;   and  as  by  this  alteration  the 
unfair  traders  were  entirely  put  out  of  all 
their  old  arts  of  smuggling,  or  at  least  of 
disposing  of  their  run  goods,  we  must  sup- 
pose the  du^  increased,  and  accordingly 
It  did  so  till  the  year   1729;    when  it 
amounted  to  about  162,000/.      But  by 
that  time  the  smugglers  began  to  learn 
new  arts  of  deceit,  and  to  conitrive  new 
ways  of  defrauding  the  Public;    so  that 
since  the  year  1729,  the  duty  has  been 
decreasing,  and  is  now  reduced  to  less 
than  120,000/.  per  annum.    From  hence 
it  must  appear,  that  the  public  has  not 
gained  much  by  the   alteration  of  the 
method  of  collection,  which  lies  so  heavy 
on  all  the  dealers  in  that  commodity — It 
is  certmn,  that  this  decrease  in  the  public 
revenue  since  the  year  1729,  cannot  be 
owing  to  any  decrease  in  the  consumption 
of  th^  commodity;  for  it  is  of  late  years 
sdd  ao  cheap,  that  the  very  meanest  of 
the  pcfSople  make  use  of  it.    A  poor  woman 
of  my  neighbourhood,  for  whom  I  had 
some  time  before  procured  twelve-pence 
per  week  charity,  acknowledged  to  me, 
that  she  had  tea  every  morning  for  her 
breakfast,  and  said  that,  except  water,  it 
was  the  cheapest  drink  she  could  get ;  ar.d 
therefore,  as  the  consumption  must  be 
much  lai^r,  and  the  produce  of  the  duty 
very  little  superior  now  to  what  it  was  in 
the  year  1723,  we  must  conclude,  the 
alteration  now  complained 'of  has  rather 
increased  than   diminished  smuggling. — 
The  honourable   gentleman    should  not 
have  said  it  was  proposed  to  lessen  the 
public  revenue,  or  to  take  off  any  of  those 
diecks  which  have  been  laid  upon  Smug- 
gling ;  there  has  not  been  any  thing  pro- 
posed, nor  is  it  proper  there  should,  until 
we  go  into  the  committee  moved  for,  which 
I  have  reason  to  believe  the  House  will 
agree  to,  because  I  have  not  yet  heard 
any  one  argument  offered  against  it,  but 
mily  of  its  not  being,  now  a  proper  time. 
tVOL.  IX.] 
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This  indeed  has  been  ahnost  the  only  ar- 
gument made  use  of  against  most  things 
that  have  been  proposed  this  session,  and 
I  really  believe  we  are  to  hear  no  other 
from  that  quarter ;  but  I  must  think,  Uiat 
it  is  a  very  unfair  way  of  treating  any  pros 
position;  and  however  such  argument- 
mav  prevail  in  this  House,  I  am  sure  they 
will  give  but  very  little  satisfaction  without 
doors. 

Sir  WilUam  Yonge  said : 

Sir ;  Notwithstanding  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  m^e  the  motion,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
have  urged  in  support  of  their  motion,  I 
must  agree  with  my  honourable  friend 
on  the  floor,  that  the  present  is  not  at  all 
a  proper  time,  nor  in(!bed  are  we  any  way 
prepared  for  going  into  a  committee  upon 
the  petition  before  us.  I  am  surprizea  to 
hear  it  pretended  that  no  argument  has 
been  o&red  a^nst  the  motion,  but  that 
of  its  not  bemg  a  proper  time ;  have  not 
gentlemen  been  tola,  is  it  not  well  known, 
that  this  is  the  last  session  of  a  parliament, 
which  must  always  be  pretty  much  hur- 
ried ?  And  therefore  it  is  not  proper  to 
bring  before  us  an  affair  of  sudi  a  com- 
plicated nature,  and  which  will  require  so 
much  time  to  search  thoroughly  to  the 
bottom  of  the  wound,  before  we  can  so 
much  as  pretend  to  apply,  or  even  to  find 
out  a  proper  remedy. — Does  not  every 
man  know,  that  the  present  posture  of  af- 
fairs in  Europe  may  probably  bring  mat- 
ters of  much  greater  importance  before  us, 
matters  of  tlie  highest  consequence  to  the 
whole  nation  ?  Shall  we  then  take  up  tlie 
short  time  we  have  to  sit,  in  the  examina- 
tion of  afiairs  relating  to  one  small  branch 
of  the  revenue,  the  delaying  of  which  untfl 
another  session,  can  be  of  no  signal  dis- 
advantage to  the  nation  in  general,  or 
even  to  any  private  man  ?  We  ought  to  be 
the  more  cautious  of  entering  into  the  exn 
Amination  of  this  petition,  because  it  may 
brinff  before  us  a  great  many  such.  Se- 
veral sorts  of  other  commodities  are  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  excise ;  if  we  once 
enter  upon  giving  relief  to  the  petitioners, 
we  may  expect  petitions  from  the  dealers 
in  all  those  other  commodities, — The  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last,  has  I  find  been  at 
the  pains  to  consider  the  amount  of  the 
Duty  upon  Tea,  for  seven  years  before  and 
seven  years  after  the  alteration  in  the 
method  of  collecting  it;  and  I  agree  with 
him,  that  in  this  last  year  the  produce 
amounted  to  no  more  than  120,000/.  But 
[R] 
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I  must  take  notice,  that  hk  method  of 
comparmg  the  one  with  the  other  is  nei- 
ther fair  nor  just.    He  has,  out  of  the  time 
before  that  alteration  was  made,  picked 
out  the  year,  when  the  produce  of  that 
duty  amounted  to  the  hignest  sum  that  it 
ever  did  before  the  alteration  was  made; 
imd  out  of  that  time  since  the  alteration 
was  made,  he  has  picked  out  that  year, 
When  the  produce  of  that  duty  was  the 
lowest  that  it  has  been  in  any  year  since. 
— I  appeal  to  erery  gentleman  that  hears 
me,  it  the  fair  way  of  statmg  this  matter  is 
not,  to  compute  the  amount  of  the  dirty 
fof  seven  years  before,  in  order  to  fix  a 
inedium  for  that  seven  years ;  and  next  to 
compute  the  amount  for  seven  years  after, 
in  order  to  fix  a  medium  for  that  time, 
and  then  to  compare  the  mediums  toge- 
ther.   According  to  this  method  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  public  revenue  has  been 
increased  above  34,000/.  per  annum.    Be- 
sides this,  the  eentleman  forgot  to  mention 
seizures,  which  in  this  case  ought  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  and  added  to  the  yearly 
increase  ;  by  them  it  will  be  found  tnere  is 
an  addition  of  20,000/.  a  jear  more  made 
to  the  public  revenue,  which  in  the  whole 
amounts  to  54,000/.  a  year ;  an  increase, 
which   I  believe   no  gentleman    iilr  this 
House    will    think    inconsiderable ;    nor 
ought  we  to  go  rashly  into  the  changing 
of  that  method,  by  which  this  increase  has 
been  made,  especially  when  we  are  at 
least  in  danger  of  being  upon  the  brink  of 
a  war,  as  has  been  hinted  by  my  honoura- 
ble friend.— si  allow  the  practice  of  running 
tea  is  a  loss  to  the  public,  and  an  injury 
to  the  fair  trader,  and  is  come  to  a  very 
great  height  of  late ;  but  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  on  is  very  different  from  what 
it  was.    The  smugglers  now  travel  30  or 
40  together,  well  armed  and  provided  for 
a  desperate  defence  ;    they  carry  their 
goods  from  house  to  house,  and  actually 
murder  the  King's  officers :  this  dangerous 
method  they  have  been  reduced  to  by  the 
laws  of  excise,  and  will  any  gentleman  de- 
sire to  have  that  check  removed,  which 
has  laid  them  under  so  great  difficulties  ? 
— Gentlemen  say  arguments  are  not  of- 
fered against  what  mey  propose,  or  at 
least  only  such  as  are  general;  but,  I 
think  it  has  always  been  the  custom,  when 
any  thing  new  is  offered,  those  who  are 
for  it  give  their  reasons,  and  if  those  rea- 
sons cannnot  be  sufficiently  answered,  the 
House  then  agrees  with  the  motion.    ISaw 
I  wish  those  gentlemen  would  give  us  some 
particular  arguments  in  support  of  what 
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they  propose,  agree  upon  some  particular 
facts,  and  then  the  gentlemen,  who  seem 
to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  would  be  able 
to  debate  the  question  fairly  with  them ; 
but  since  they  have  not  been  able  to  agree 
on  many  facts,  or  to  give  us  any  particular 
reasons  for  referring  this  petition  to  a 
committee,  I  must  conclude  that  even 
they  themselves  are  not  prepared  for 
taking  it  into  consideration;  therefore 
I  hope  it  will  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  ^ 

Mr.  Sandys  replied : 

Sir  ;  The  honourable  gentleman,  who 
■spoke last,  desi^^  we' might  agree  on  par- 
ticular facts,  and  argue  from  those  facts. 
This  would  be  a  proper  and  a  reasonable 
demand,  if  we  were  now  in  a  committee 
upon  the  petition ;  but  as  the  only  ques- 
tion before  us  is,  whether  or  no  we 
shall  go  into  a  committee,  I  cannot  think, 
that  is  either  proper  or  reasonable.  It  is 
acknowledged,  that  the  practice  of  smug- 

fling  is  come  to  a  very  great  height,  and 
believe  it  will  not  be  denied,  but  that  all 
those  who  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  excise 
are  under  a  great  many  inconveniences, 
which  their  fellow  subjects  not  liable  to 
such  laws  are  free  from :  This  alone  ought 
to  be  a  sufficient  inducement  for  us  to  go 
into  a  Committee ;  for  in  most  cases  peti- 
tioners, who  complain  of  grievances,  ara 
to  prove  the  facts  they  alledge  before  the 
committee  ;  and  petitioners  are  generaUy 
referred  to  committees  upon  suggestions 
only  of  grievances,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
dressed ;  but  the  case  now  before  us  is 
much  stronger,  the  facts  alledged  by  the 
petitioners  are  allowed  to  be  true,  and  the 
grievances  complained  of  such  as  ought  to 
be  redressed;  yet  some  gentlemen  are 
against  so  much  as  taking  their  petition 
into  consideration.  If  this  be  treatmg  our 
fellow-subjects  as  they  ought  to  be,  I  leave 
to  the  whole  world  to  judge ;  ^but,  upon 
the  presentinga  petition,  and  upon  a  donate 
whether  that  petition  ousht  to  be  referred 
to  a  Committee,  to  desire  gentlemen  to 
agree  upon  particular  facts,  especially  when 
the  facts  must  all  be  such  as  cannot  be 
known  to  any  but  those  in  the  management 
of  the  pubhc  revenue,  is  really  unreason- 
able; it  is  desiring  gentlemen  to  agree 
upon  facts  which  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  know,  until  they  can  in  a  proper  way 
have  an  opportunity  to  inquire  into  them. 
If  the  House  should  agree  to  go  into  a 
committee  upon  this  petition,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  such  papers  will  be  called  for» 
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as  will  make  it  appear  by  undeniable  mat- 
ters of  fact,  that  not  only  the  petitioners 
ought  to  be  relieved,  but  that  somediing 
must  be  done  for  putting  an  end  to  the  in- 
famous practice  of  Smuggling :  so  that  our 
not  being  able  at  present  to  fix  upon  any 
particular  facts,  is  so  far  from  bemg  a  rea- 
son against,  that  it  is  a  strong  reason  for 
our  rwerring  this  petition  to  the  considera- 
tion   of  a   Committee.    ITie  petitioners 
have    very   just    grounds    to   nope    this 
House    will  take .  off  from   them   those 
fhacldes,  we  most  justly  refused  to  put 
upon  the   dealers  in  wine  and  tobacco: 
tnev  have  as  good  a  title  to  all  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  Englishmen  as  any  other 
subjects,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  for  dis- 
tinguishing them  from  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen.    In  the  present  case  gende- 
meo  need  not  be  afraid  of  making  a  prece- 
dent, and  laying  a  foundation  for  a  great 
many  petitions ;  there  are  no  dealers  in 
England  followed  by  the  laws  of  excise  as 
the  dealers  in  tea  are,  except  only  the 
dealers  in  brandy  ;  therefore,  the  giving 
ear  to  the  heavy  and  just  complaints  of  the 
petitioners,  can  lay  no  foundation  for  a 
multitude  of  petitions  being  brought  in 
upon  us  from  tne  dealers  in  other  commo- 
dities ;  for  though  there  are  other  commo- 
dities subject  to  the  laws  of  excise,  yet 
those  go  no  farther  than  the  first  manu- 
&cturer  ;  they  do  not   follow  the  commo- 
dity into  the  little  shops  and  cellars  of  every 
petty  retailer.    Gentlemen  tell  us,  that  we 
are  to  have  matters  of  much  greater  weight 
hefbre  us,  which  require  a  more  immediate 
consideration,  and  which  will  take  up  the 
whole  of  that  short  time  we  have  to  be 
together.      I  know  nothing    of  greater 
weight  than  that  of  efiectually  securmg  the 
pobTic  revenue,  encouraging  the  fair  trader 
and  relieving  our  fellow-subjects  from  the 
grievances  mey  labour  under  ;  and  I  wish 
the  gentlemen  would  inform  the  House, 
what  it  is  they  think  a  matter  of  much 
greater  weight,     I  am  sure,  if  we  are  upon 
the  brink  of  a  war,  it  renders  it  much  the 
more  necessary  for  us  to  take  die  petidon 
into  our  consideration :  as  the  war  can  be 
supported  only  by  the  public  revenue,  if 
we  are  in  such  danger,  it  is  the  more  in- 
cumbent upon    us  to    take   all  possible 
methods  to  secure  and  increase  that  reve- 
nue ;  and  as  in  time  of  war  the  fdir  trader 
labours     under   'many     discouragements 
abroad,  it  wiU  become  the  more  necessary 
to  take  care  that  he  shaU  labour  under  as 
few  as  possible  at  home ;  and  if  we  are 
tbeatened  idth  a  war,  it  is  the  business 
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of  this  House,  and  of  every  man  who 
wishes  well  to  the  present  establishment, 
to  be  more  diligent  than  usual  in  conciliat- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people  to  his  Majes- 
ty's government,  which  can  only  be  done 
by  removing  their  grievances  as  soon  as  we 
hear  them  :  thus,  every  argurpent  that  has 
been  offered  against  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee, when  duly  considered,  appears  to 
be  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
don  ;  therefore,  unless  some  more  weighty 
arguments  be  offered,  I  am  persuaded  ths 
House  wiU  not  reject  it. 

Mr.  Philip  Gibbon  spoke  next: 

Sir ;  I  stand  up  to  agree  with  my  worthy 
friend,  in  the  motion  he  made  for  referring 
this  petidon  to  a  Committee  of  the  whols 
House ;  and  as  I  have  not  yet  heard  any 
one  argument  against  it,  I  shall  not  take  up 
much  of  your  time.  I  have  indeed  heard 
gendemen  argue  against  what  they  ima* 
gine  may  be  proposed  when  we  go  mto  it, 
which  to  me  seems  a  very  preposterous 
way  of  arguing  ;  they  first  form  to  them- 
selves hideous  nodons  of  what  is  to  be  pro-> 
posed  in  that  Committee,  and  from  thence 
they  resolve  to  be  against  going  into  any 
such  Committee.  I  would  be  as  unwilling, 
as  any  gendeman  in  this  House,  to  do 
any  thing  at  the  present  juncture  for  les- 
sening the  public  revenue,  and  I  am  far 
from  believmc  any  such  thing  is  intended 
to  be  proposed ;  yet  if  I  did  believe  it,  I 
shoula  be  willing  to  hear  what  gentlemen 
had  to  say  upon  that  head,  and  therefore 
would  not  be  gainst  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity, especially  in  a  case  every  man  allows 
to  stand  very  much  in  need  of*^  redress. — I 
am  of  opinion,  those  gendemen  who  shew 
so  very  great  a  concern  for  the  revenue^ 
need  not  be  so  much  afraid  that  the  giving 
a  proper  relief  to  the  petitioners  would 
dimimsh  the  public  revenue  ;  for  I  believe 
when  proper  papers  and  accounts  are  called 
for,  and  the  matter  fairly  and  fully  exa- 
mined^ it  will  apbear  that  the  revenue  has 
been  no  great  gamer  by  the  alteration  some 
time  ago  made  in  the  method  of  collecting 
the  duty  upon  Tea  :  I  believe  it  will  then 
appear,  that  the  increase  of  the  public  re- 
venue has  not  near  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  consumption ;  so  that  if  those 
gendemen  have  really  nothing  else  to  fear 
but  a  decrease  of  the  public  revenue,  they 
need  make  no  difficulty  of  relieving  the 
petitioners.  Gendemen  say,  the  session  is 
to  be  but  short,  and  therefore  we  have  not 
time  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  this 
affiur  ;  upon  which  I  must  say,  those  who 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


217] 


7  GEORGE  U. 


Dehaie  on  the  Tea  Dealers^ 


[948 


talk  sOy  seem  to  have  forgot  one  of  the 
chief  ends  of  our  meeting  here :  the  usage 
of  Parliament  anciently  was,  to  grant  no 
supplies  till  all  grievances  were  first  re- 
dressed, but  the  method  seems  now  to  be 
entirely  altered :  gentlemen  find  time 
Enough  to  load  the  nation  with  many  and 
heavy  taxes,  but  can  spare  no  time,  it  seems, 
to  relieve  the  people  from  any  burthen  or 
^ievance  they  justly  complain  of.  They 
who  talk  so,  must  certainly  have  much  more 
assurance  than  I  am  master  of:  I  wonder 
how,  afler  such  a  declaration,  they  can 
with  confidence  look  their  constituents  in 
the  face,  far  less  expect  that  they  should 
a£;ain  do  them  the  honour  to  send  them 
hither.  Those  gentlemen  really  talk  of 
this  House,  as  if  they  looked  on  it  as  a  re- 
gister for  taxes,  and  as  if  we  had  nothing 
to  do  here  but  to  grant  to  the  crown  what 
sums  the  ministers  should  please  to  call 
for :  I  hope,  we  are  not  yet  come  to  such 
a  low  pass  ;  I  have  still  abetter  opinion  of 
this  House  than  to  believe,  that  you  will 
reject  a  motion  so  reasonable  and  so  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  said  : 

Sir ;  I  am  so  sensible  of  the  grievances 
of  the  petitioners,  and  the  necessity  of 
doin^  something  to  put  a  stop  to  that 
growing  evil  of  Smuggling,  tnat  I  have 
been  in  expectation  ot  this  petition  ever 
since  the  session  began.  The  time  I  spent 
in  the  country,  during  the  last  recess  of 
parliament,  happened  to  be  where  I  had 
occasion  to  see  a  great  deal  of  tHat  in- 
famous practice ;  so  that  if  there  was  no 
other  motive  for  going  into  the  committee 
proposed,  than  that  of  endeavouring  to  do 
something  to  prevent  Smuggling,  that 
alone  wiUi  me  would  be  a  prevailing  mo- 
tive ;  and  for  that  reason  I  am  surprized  to 
see  the  motion  opposed  by  any  gentleman ; 
much  more  by  those  gentlemen,  who  must 
know  much  more  than  I  do  of  the  great 
increase  and  fiEital  effects  of  this  infamous 
practice.  In  the  county  of  Suffolk,  the 
bmugglers  went  about  in  such  formidable 
foodies,  that  if  something  is  not  done  to  put 
a  stop  to  it,  they  may  soon  threaten  danger 
even  to  our  civil  government:  I  have 
often  met  them  in  gangs  of  40  or  50  to- 
gether aU  so  well  mounted,  that  even  the 
dragoons  could  not  come  up  with  them; 
and  they  give  such  excessive  wages  to  the 
men  that  will  engage  with  them,  that  the 
landed  interest  suffers  considerably  by  it : 
The  common  price  of  a  day's  labour  in 
fhat  country  is  already  got  up  to  I8e/.  and, 


even  at  that  price,  it  is  with  great  ^tSRadtf 
that  the  fanners  can  ^t  labourers;  and 
how  can  it  be  otherwise?  For  all  the 
young  clever  fellows  of  the  county  are 
employed  by  the  Smugglers ;  from  them 
they  liave  half  a  crown  a  day  while  they 
wait  upon  the  sea>coast  for  the  landing  of 
the  goods,  and  as  sc^on  as  the  goods  are 
landed,  and  they  mount  on  horseback  to 

§0  about  the  country  to  dispose  of  them, 
ley  have  a  guinea  a  day,  and  are  well  en- 
tertained during  their  attendance:   Thus 
they  find  a  much  easier  and  more  profitable 
employment  than  any  they  can  have  firom 
the  farmer,  and  while  they  are  thus  em- 
ployed, all  improvements,  of  land  must  re- 
mam  in  suspence.   Gentlemen  may  talk  of 
the   great    check  put   upon   smugglings 
by  the  joining  of  the  laws  of  excise  to  the 
laws  of  the  customs,  but  they  must  allow 
that  that  project,  from  which  so  much  be* 
nefit  was  expected,  has  proved  altogether 
ineffectual ;  and  I  am  afraid,  that  aU  oUier 
methods  ^1  prove  ineffectual,  as  long  as 
the  duty  is  so  nigh,  and  so  much  advantage 
to  be  got  by  running.    In  that  part  o£  the 
country  where  I  was.    Tea  is  generally 
sold  by  retailers  in  their  shops,  at  5s.  a 
pound ;  and  as  we  must  suppose  the  im- 
porter to  have  a  profit  upon*  importatioB, 
and  as  the  duty  amounts  to  above  4fS.  9(L 
a  pound,  I  leave  gentlemen  to  judge  whe- 
ther it  is  possible,  to  sell  by  retad  at  5s.  per 
poimd  any  tea,  upon  which  the  duty  nag 
been  honestly  paid.       It  is  easy  to  guen 
whence  all  this  Tea  comes ;  the  Smucglen 
buy  it  in  Holland,  at  2s,  per  pound,  and 
from  thence  run  it  into  this  country ;  the 
Dutch  buy  it  in  the  East-Indies  at  6iL 
per  pound,  so  that  this  nation  pays  the 
Dutch  Is,  6d.  per  pound  for  the  carriage. 
This  must  be  a  vast  loss  to  the  nation,  and 
certainly  so  great  an  advantage  to  HoUand^ 
that  I  am  sure,  if  there  were  now  a  Dutdx 
Minister  in  our  Gallery,  he  would  be  ex* 
tremely  pleased  to  hear  this  motion  re- 
jected ;  and  would  not  fail  to  acquaint  tha 
States  General,  how  much  the  interest  of 
Holland  had,    by  some  gentlemen  in  a 
British  House  of  Commons,  been  preferred 
to  that  of  Great  Britain.    I  am  amased  to 
find  that  some  gentlemen  do  not  see  how 
much  the  revenue  suffers  by  the  practice 
of  Smuggling,  and  though  I  do  not  expect 
that  they  should  take  any  great  care  ot  the 
subject,  yet  I  hope  they  will  take  tome 
care  of  public  revenue,  since  Ijhey  have 
the  fingerine  and  managing  of  it.    l^pon 
the  whole,  I  must  say,  if  we  hare  any  re* 
gard  for  the  subjects  in  general,  for  the 
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trade  of  this  nation,  for  the  public  reyenue, 
for  the  landed  interest,  particularly  the 
tillage ;  we  certainly  must  agree  to  go  into 
this  Ccmimittee ;  I  am  sure  nothing  more 
worthy  of  our  consideration  can  possibly 
come  before  us ;  therefore  I  shall  oe  most 
heartily  for  the  question. 

Mr.  Henri/  Pelham  spoke  against  the  Pe- 
tition : 

Sir;  I  cannot  saTy  indeed,  with  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  that  I  have 
been  in  daily  expectation  of  this  Petition ; 
on  the  contrary,  1  was  in  hopes,  as  the 
sense  of  this  House  had  been  taken  upon  it 
last  session,  the  Petitioners  would  have 
chosen  a  more  proper  time  for  renewing 
their  request,  than  when  we  are  upon  the 
brink  of  a  war.  Our  situation  is  at  present 
suchy  that  to  do  anything  which  might 
possibly  lessen  the  public  revenue,  would 
be  acting  otherwise  ^n  this  House  ought 
to  do ;  the  presenting  it  at  such  a  critical 
juncture^  seems  really  done  with  no  other 
view,  but  that  of  revTving  those  clamours 
and  distwbances,  which  were  lately  so 
artfiiUy  stirred  up  over  the  whole  King- 
dom. It  is  impossible  to  talk  either  for 
4Mr  agarwLiCcmmttlng  a  Petition,  without 
entering  some  way  into  the  merits  of  it, 
and  into  what  may  be  expected  to  be  done 
in  that  Committee :  In  this,  if  there  b  any 
irregularity,  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoke 
for  referring  the  Petition  to  a  Committee, 
have  been  as  pulty  as  those  who  spoke 
^^ainst  it ;  but  m  my  (pinion,  there  is  no- 
thing more  proper  to  be  considered  at 
present,  than  whether  or  no  there  canpos- 
sibly  be  any  thing  proposed  in  that  Com- 
mittee, for  redressing  the  grievances  com- 
plamed  of  in  the  Petition ;  for  if  no  pre- 
sent redress  can  be  thought  of,  it  would 
not  be  very  consistent  wim  the  dignity  of 
this  House,  to  go  into  a  Ccmimittee  upon 
any  a&itf  only  to  stare  at  one  another, 
and  then  to  break  up  without  hearing  any 
thing  proposed,  or  coming  to  any  one  re- 
sohition ;  and  as  yet  I  have  heara  nothing 
mentioned,  nor  so  much  as  hinted  at  for  us 
to  do  in  that  Committee,  but  what  might 
probably  diminish  the  public  revenue, 
which  is  a  risque  we  ought  not  to  run  at 
present.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  great 
enormities  committed  by  the  Smugglers, 
especially  in  the  adjacent  counties.  The 
open  and  outrageous  manner  in  which  they 
carry  on  thehr  muids  is  well  known;  but  that 
method  of  smuggling  is  much  more  expen- 
sive, difficult,  and  dangerous,  than  the  pri- 
vate wqr  they  had  of  canning  on  that 
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practice,  before  the  laws  of  the  excise  were 
joined  to  those  oi  the  customs;  it  is  like- 
wise well  known,  how  many  seizuref  have 
lately  been  made,  and  how  many  of  those 
smugglers  have  been  quite,  ruined  and 
undone  ;  this^  must  nec^sarily  discourage 
any  new  undertdcers  in  that  way,  and  wdl 
certainly  put  an  end  to  that  practice.  I 
shall  not  now  pretend  to  say,  what  increase 
has  been  made  to  the  public  revenue,  by 
subjecting  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate  to  the 
laws  of  excise,  but  it  is  certain  that  branch 
of  the  revenue  has  been  since  that  time 
increased,  and  I  cannot  think  but  there 
was  more  smuggling  before  than  since  that 
alteration  was  made ;  there  were  not  in* 
deed  so  many  seizures  made  before,  n<Mr 
was  smuggling  formerly  carried  on  in  so 
open  or  so  violent  a  manner ;  so  that  it 
has  since  made  a  great  deal  more  noise, 
and  from  thence  most  people  conclude, 
falsely  I  believe,  that  smuggling  has  lately 
increased^— It  is  true,  most  of  those  things 
now  under  the  laws  of  excise,  are  not  so 
much  followed  afUr  as  tea,  which  indeed 
makes  a  difference  as  to  the  number  of 
persons  who  are  thereby  subjected  to  the 
Excise  laws ;  but  as  to  Uiose  who  by  their 
being  manu&eturers  of  such  other  com* 
modities,  are  subjected  to  such  laws,  they 
certainly  have  as  much  reason  to  complain 
of  grievances,  as  the  dealers  in  coffi^e  and 
tea  can  possibly  have ;  and  there;fore  they 
have  as  good  reason  to  apply  to  parliament 
for  relief.  Have  not  the  maJsters,  brewers, 
soap-boilers,  and  a  great  many  j^thers,  as 
good  a  title  to  all  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  Englishmen,  as  the  dealers  in  cof- 
fee and  tea,  or  any  other  subjects?  and 
the  reason  for  distinguishing  both  firom  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen  is,  because  the 
public  utility  and  the  nature  of  their  busi- 
ness, make  it  absolutely  necessary  to  do 
so ;  If  we  then  take  the  case  of  the  petiti- 
tioners  into  our  consideration,  can  we  ex- 
pect but  all  the  other  sorts  of  traders, 
who  are,  or  imagine  themselves  in  the  same 
circumstances,  will  not  apply  to  us  for  re« 
lief?  and  will  it  be  consistent  with  the  jus« 
tice  of  parliament,  not  to  take  their  cases 
under  our  consideration,  as  well  as  the  case 
of  the  petitioners?  thus  shall  we  open  a 
door  for  a  great  deal  more  business,  than 
we  shall  have  time  to  dispatch  in  Mb  ses* 
sion  or  in  this  parliament.  In  the  present 
case»  gentlemen  ought  to  consider,  that 
the  duties  upon  c9fFee  and  tea  are  appre^ 

Sriated    to    the    payment  of  the  publio 
ebts ;    and  therefore,  before  we  attempt 
any  alteration,  as  to  the  melhod  of  cdlect^ 
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ing  it^  or  any  thing  that  raay  possibly 
diminish  it^  we  ou^t  to  have  the  consent 
of  those  who  are  interested  therein ;  and 
in  case  of  a  diminution  we  ought  to  be  well 
assured  of  the  means  to  make  it  up  in  ano- 
ther way.  I  have  always  had,  and  shall 
have  as  great  a  regard  to  the  interest  of 
the  subject,  as  any  member  of  this  House ; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  honourable 
ffentleman  who  spoke  last  has  the  same : 
but  I  never  could  think  the  taking  care  of 
the  subject,  and  of  tlie  public  revenue, 
were  distinct  considerations ;  they  are  cer- 
tainly th&same>  and  in  all  our  deliberations 
in  tms  House  we  ought  to  have  a  regard  to 
both.  I  agree^  that  something  may,  and 
ou^t  to  be  done,  for  putting  an  imme- 
diate stop  to  the  present  practice  of  smug- 
gling, but  I  think  it  more  consistent  with 
the  wisdom  of  this  House,  not  to  enter 
Dp<Hi  so  copious  a  field  at  the  very  close  of 
8  parliament ;  and  therefore,  as  one  that 
wishes  well  to  the  subject,  as  a.  member  of 
this  House,  and  as  an  honest  man,  I  shall 
ffive  my  vote  for  ordering  the  petition  to 
Be  on  me  table* 

Mr.  Pulteney  spoke  next  in  &vour  of 
the  petition : 

Sir ;  I  find  that  all  the  gentlemen,  who 
hove  opposed  this  motion  now  in  your 
band,  pretend  to  be  of  opinion,  that  this  is 
not  a  proper  time  for  gomg  into  the 'com- 
mittee proposed.  This  was,  I  remember, 
the  chief  argument  made  use  of  in  last 
session  of  parliament  against  taking  this 
petition  into  our  consideration ;  then  in- 
deed they  pretended,  that  the  petition  was 
signed  but  by  a  few  of  the  dealers  in  that 
commodity :  but  this  objection  being  now 
intirely  removed  by  the  gentleman  who 
presented  the  petition,  they  are  obliged  to 
liave  recourse  to  the  other  objection, 
which  they  then  made  use  of.  In  last 
session  they  told  us,  this  session  is  near  an 
end,  we  have  not  time  now  to  ^nter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  matters  com- 
i^abed  of  in  the  petition,  but  next  session 
It  shall  be  done.  Now  we  are  in  the  next 
session,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  session 
too,  they  cannot  tell  us  the  session  is  near 
an  end ;  but  they  sa^,  this  session  wiU  be 
but  short,  and  as  it  is  so. near  the  close  of 
a  parliament,  we  cannot  now  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  this  affiur,  but  it  shall 
be  done  next  parliament.  What  arrant 
Iriflinff  is  this  ?  can  gentlemen  expect  that 
this  House  will  be  treated  in  sucn  a  man- 
ner ?  who  is  the  gentleman  can  promise, 
that  this  will  be  done  next  paruament  ? 
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can  he,  who  fancies  himself  the  greatest 
man  amongst  us,  be  sure  of  having  a  seat 
in  next  parliament  ?  or  if  he  has,  can  he 
be  sure  that  his  power  and  sway  will 
be  the  same  ?  but  why  should  this  be 
but  a  short  session  ?  There  is  no  necessihr, 
that  I  know  of,  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
session  so  soon ;  if  there  is,  why  did  they 
not  call  us  sooner?  those  in  the  administra^ 
tion  have  the  sole  advising  of  his  Majesty, 
and  it  lies  wholly  in  his  breast  when  to  call  us 
together,  as  well  as  when  to  put  an  end  to 
the  session.  Shall  our  trade  then  lie  exposed 
to  fraud  and  smuggling  ?  Shall  our  fellow- 
subjects  continue  to  groan  under  loads  of 
oppression,  only  because  they  are  resolved 
this  session  shall  be  a  short  one  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke  last, 
seemed  to  think  that  this  petition  was  pre- 
sented with  a  view  only,  as  he  said,  to 
revive  the  clamours,  and  renew  the  distufw 
bances  that  were  last  year  without  doors. 
Thb  I  am  surprized  at !  Shall  our  oppressed 
countrymen  be  accu^  of  having  a  desim 
to  raise  disturbances,  when  they  complain 
to  pariiament  of  the  grievances  they  labour 
unaer  ?  Shall  those  who  sue  to  us  in  the 
most  humble  manner,  and  pray  that  we 
would  take  their  case  into  considera-  . 
tion,  and  dve  thenf  some  relief  if  possible, 
be  deemed  seditious  ?  No,  they  cannot  be 
so  much  as  suspected  of  having  any  such 
design ;  but  if  the  present  motion  be  re- 
jected, it  will,  and  it  ought  to  revive  those 
clamours,  and  renew  those  disturbances, 
which  were  last  year  most  justly  raised 
over  the  whole  kingdom,  by  a  most  wicked 
scheme  which  was  proposed  in  this  House: 
the  nation  will  from  thence  most  justly 
conclude,  that  the  scheme  then  set  on  foot 
is  not  yet  laid  aside ;  they  wUl  have  reason 
to  fear,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  may 
perhaps  be  able  to  persuade  gentlemen,  at 
the  beginning  of  a  seven  yews  parliament, 
to  agree  to  that  wicked  Scheme,  which  he 
could  not  persuade  them  to  agree  to  im- 
mediately before  a  new  election.  If  our 
feUow-subjects  were  intirely  relieved  fix>m 
the  oppression  of  excise-laws,  it  might  not 
perhaps  be  so  easy  to  saddle  us  witn  them 
again  ;  but  the  gentleman  is  resolved  to 
preserve  this  as  a  nest-egg,  as  a  foundation 
to  build  on,  whensoever  he  has  a  mind  to 
take  up  again  his  fi^vourite  scheme.  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  be  in  a  fright,  as  if  the 
public  revenue  were  to  be  diminished  or 
taken  away;  but  I  am  convinced  their 
fears  are  groundless :  all  that  is  desired  is, 
that  we  would  go  into  a  Committee, 
that  we  would  take  the  affiur  once  s^oua* 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


t5S] 


PetiHoH  against  the  Excise  Lanos. 


A.  D.  17Sk 


[354 


Iv  into  our  canaideration^  to  see  if  any 
wing  can  be  done  more  effectiuJly  to  secure 
the  public  revenue  than  it  is  at  present,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  grant  some  relief  to 
those  who  petition  for  it,  and  have  a  right 
to  expect  It.  This  will  give  us  a  title  to 
return  to  our  constituents  with  some  confi- 
dence ;  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  leave  to  any  future  parliament  th^ 
honour  of  doing  a  work,  which  will  be  of 
such  s^al  service  to  their  country  and  to 
their  fiSlow-subjects :  the  grievance  now 
complained  of  was,  without  doubt,  the 
foundation  of  that  wicked  scheme  which 
we  had  last  year  before  us ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, no  gentleman  who  had  the  honour  of 
opposing  that  scheme,  will  agree  to  the  re- 
jecting of  the  present  motion  ;  otherwise 
the  House  must  be  much  changed  from 
what  it  was  when  an  honourable  gentleman 
on  seeing  the  minority  daily  increase,  and 
the  majority  sicken  away,  was  at  last  forced 
almost  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  give  up 
his  favourite  child,  of  whom  he  seemed  to 
have  a  most  extraordinary  opinion,  when 
he  said,  *  That  gentlemen,  who  envied  him 

*  other  things,  would  some  day  or  other 

*  envy  him  the  honour  of  that  nroject.* 
I  am  persuaded  he  still  entertains  tlie  same 
good  ^opinion  of  it,  and  waits  only  for  a 
proper  opportunity  to  renew  it ;  for  which 
reason  he  is  unwilling  that  we  should  go 
into  such  a  Committee  as  is  now  proposed, 
lest  we  should  sap  all  the  foundations  of 
any  future  project  for  a  farther  extension 
ofme  excise-laws. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied : 

Sir  ;  If  I  were  to  follow  the  gentleman, 
who  spoke  last,  in  all  he  has  said,  I  must  in- 
tirely  neglect  the  question  before  us;  but  of 
late  it  has  become  so  fashionable  for  gen- 
tlemen to  run  away  from  the  question,  and 
say.  every  thing  their  fancies  suggest  to 
them,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  tliem 
any  answer,,  and  xeep  to  the  order  of 
debate.  I  cannot  comprehend  how  I  come 
to  be  any  way  personally  concerned  in  the 
present  question,  yet  most  of  what  the 
gentleman  said  seemed  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  be  directed  at  me,  which  indeed 
is  a  siibject  I  alwa3rs  speak  to  with  the 
greatest  unwillingness,  as'  it  is  very  little 
worthy  the  attention  of  this  House.  As  to 
diose  clamours  which  were  lately,  or  have 
at*  any  6ther  time  beeA  raised  without 
doors,  I  know  that  all  the  means  Human 
B^ustry  was  capable  of,  have  been  em- 
pbyed  to  raise  clamour  against  me  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  it  is  my  happi- 
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ness,  that  after  tien  years  endeavours  fos 
that  purpose,  ho  objection  could  ever  !>• 
made  to  my  conduct,  except  what  proceed- 
ed from  something  I  had  proposed  or  moved 
for  in  this  House.  I  am  not  conscious  to 
myself  that  I  ever  proposed  any  thing  in 
tins  House,  but  what  I  thought  consistent ' 
with  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  House^ 
as  a  good  subject,  and  as  a  servant  to  the 
crown ;  and  m  such  case,  gentlemen  may 
talk  of  the  privileges  of  parkament,  and  of 
the  fireedom  of  debate  in  this  House,  but 
if  what  a  man  says  is  to  be  misrepresented^ 
and  clamours  raised  against  hun  without 
doors,  for  what  he  honestly  and  fairly  pro- 
poses, or  gives  as  his  cnpinion  in  this  House, 
r  must  leave  to  the  House  to  judges  what 
their  privileges  may  in  time  come  t6.  Aa 
to  the  wicked  scheme,  as  the  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  call  it,  which  he  would  per* 
suade  gentlemen,  is  not  yet  laid  aside,  I» 
for  my  own  part,  can  assure  this  House,  I 
am  not  so  mad  as  ever  again  to  engage  in 
any  thing  that  lopks  like  an  excise,  though 
in  my  own  private  opinion  I  still  think  it 
was  a  scheme,  that  would  have  tended 
very  much  to  the  interest  of  the  nation^ 
and  I  am  convinced  that  all  the  clamoun^ 
without  doors,  and  a  great  part  of  the  op- 
position it  met  with  every  where,  was 
founded  upon  artful  falshoods,  misrepresen- 
tations, and  insinuations  that  such  things 
were  intended,  as  had  never  entered  into 
the  thoughts  of  any  man  I  am  acquainted 
with. 

I  will  now  try,  if  I  may.  be  allowed  to 
speak  a  few  words  to  the  question  now  be- 
fore us,  but  must  first  take  notice,  that  I 
do  not  remember  atiy  promise  made  last 
session,  that  this  petition  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  this,  session;  nor  do 
I  know  any  person  ttiat  could  make  such 
promise,  or  that  can  now  say  it  shall  be 
considered  of  next  session.  I  am  sure  I 
never  made  any  such  promise ;  but  I  be- 
lieve any  gentleman  may  say,  that  the  next 
parliament  may,  if  they  please,  take  the 
afiair  into  their  consideration ;  and  I  think 
it  is  an  a£^r  of  such  consequence,  that  it 
will  be  more  proper  to  enter  upon  it  in  the 
beginning  of  a  new  parliament,  than  at  the 
very  close  of  an  old  one.  It  has  been  pre- 
tended, that  the  alteration  made  some 
years  ago,  as  to  the  method  of  collecting 
the  duties  on  tea,  has  not  prevented  the 
running  of  that  commodity,  nor  increased 
the  revenue  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  the  consumption ;  to  prove  this,  gai- 
tlemenhave  been  pleased  to  make  compu- 
tations, but  as  was  before  observed,  they 
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^k  a  very  unfair  method.  As  to  the 
running  of  tea,  the  alteration  made  has  not 
indeed  entirely  prevented  it,  but  I  amsure 
it  has  made  running  a  great  deal  more 
expensive  and  dangerous ;  therefore  one 
may  with  a  great  <£ai  of  probability  con- 
dude,  that  no  sudi  large  quantities  of  tea 
^ve  been  run  since  the  late  alteration  was 
made,  as  diere  were  before  that  time;  or  at 
\&uX  it  may  be  said,  that  as  all  sorts  of 
teas  are  now  sold  much  cheaper  abroad 
than  they  were  formerly,  and  all  our 
smugglers  are  become  more  cunnmg, 
and  more  bold  and  desperate,  a  peat  de^ 
more  of  that  commodi^  would  have  been 
run  in  upon  us  if  that  alteration  in  coUect- 
ingthe  cuity  hadnot  been  seasonably  made. 
As  to  the  increase  of  the  public  revenue 
if  gentlemen  will  take  that  branch  of  it 
tt  a  medium  for  seven  years  before  and 
•even  years  after  the  alteration,  I  believe 
it  would  be  found  to  have  been  a  grow- 
ing  revenue  from  that  time  until  the  year 
1730, when  indeed  it  be§an  to  decrease; 
but  that  was  not  owing  to  the  new  arts 
found  odt  by  the  smugglers,  but  to  the 
increase  of  their  profits  bv  smuggling; 
ibr  in  that  year  the  Dutch  had  four  ships 
at  China,  and  the  French  had  four  more, 
by  which  they  imported  so  great  quan- 
tities of  tea,  and  were  obliged  to  sell  it 
to  chem),  that,  they  not  only  supplied 
those  places  we  formerly  used  to  supply, 
but  greater  quantities  of  it  were  run 
in  upon  us,  because  the  increase  of  the 
difference  between  the  price  of  that  com- 
modity  abroad  and  the  price  here,  con- 
siderabl}r  increased  the  profits  to  be  got 
by  running,  which  maoe  the  old  smug- 
glers run  greater  risks,  and  engaged  a 
great  many  new  adventurers  in  that  per- 
nicious trade ;  and  this  is  the  true  cause 
why  that  branch  of  our  public  revenue 
began  then  to  decrease ;  but  if  the  former 
method  of  collecting  that  duty  had  been 
then  in  use,  it  would  have  decreased 
mudi  more  considerably :  nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  it  might  have  ahno«t  intirely 
vanished.  Anomer  mistake  which  gentle- 
men have  fallen  into  is,  they  have,  as  to 
die  produce  of  this  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue for  last  year,  forgot  to  make  any 
allowances  for  the  large  quantities  now 
in  the  warehouses  of  the  £ast-India  com- 
pany, tdiich  must  all  pay  duty  before  it 
can  be  removed  in  order  to  be  sold  for 
home-consumption;  so  that  to  pick  out 
any  one  year  for  determining  the  amount 
of  that  part  of  the  public  revenue,  is  a 
very  ftliacious  way  of  confuting,  be- 


cause it  intirely  depends  upon  the  sales 
which  the  East-India  company  are  pleased 
to  make,  and  not  upon  the  quantity  tlmt 
is  consumed  within  tne  kingdom  that  year, 
and  yet  gentlemen  have  been  so  candid, 
as  to  pick  out  this  last  year,  when  the  pro- 
duce was  less  than  it  has  been  in  any  one 
year  since  the  alteration  was  made,  m  or- 
der to  compare  it  with  the  year  immediate- 
ly preceding  the  alteration,  when  the  pro- 
duce was  higher  than  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore and  for  this  plain  reason,  because, 
when  that  alteration  began  to  be  talked  of, 
every  body  imagined,  that  it  woula4nhance 
the  price  of  tea,  and  therefore  most  private 
ferauies  laid  in  great  stocks  of  tea,  before 
the  alteration  took  place.  When  gentle- 
men talk  of  going  into  committees  to  con-* 
sider  of  taking  the  duties  off  any  conuno- 
dity,  they  do  not  surely  reflect,  that  it 
would  be  entering  into  an  affiur  which  re- 
ouires  the  most  mature  consideration'; 
there  are  many  other  duties  whidi  ought 
to  be  lowered  or  taken  o£^  if  we  were  to 
go  into  such  a  committee,.!  do  not  know 
but  it  might  be  thought  more  reasonable 
by  many  gentlemen  to  take  off  the  du^ 
on  soap  and  candles,  than  to^ake  off,  or 
even  to  lower  the  duty  now  payable  upon 
coffee  and  tea;  but  these  considerations  are 
what  I  cannot  think  proper  to  be  entered 
upon  in  the  last  session  of  a  parliament ; 
therefore  I  must  be  against  it  at  the  present 
motion,  whatever  use  may  be  made  of  put- 
ting a  negative  upon  it ;  the  rejecting  of 
it  may  perhaps  be  made  use  of  by  some 
gentlemen  to  raise  new  clamours,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  cockades,  with  the 
fine  motto  of  •  Liberty,  Property  and  no 
Excise ;'  but  whatever  hopes  may  be  con- 
ceived from  such  low  artifices,  I  enter- 
tain no  fears  about  them,  nor  shall  their 
ever  deter  me  from  dedaring  my  senti-- 
ments  freely  upon  any  subject  that  comes 
bdbre  this  House. — Hereupon 
The  Speaker  rose  up,  and  said,  *  Grentle- 

*  men,  it  is  no  business   of  mine  to  ap- 
^  pear  on   either  side   of  the   quastion  t 

*  but  it  is  my  duty  to  take  notice,  when 

*  gentlemen    are    disorderly.      There    is 
<  nothing  more  irregular  tKan  for  gentle- 

*  men  to  be  personal  in  their  debates,  or 

*  to  mention  any  thing  that  has  been  daid 

*  in  a  former  session  of  parliament,    or 

*  oven  only  the  very  day  before/    Upon 
this    * 

Mr.  PuUenejf  stood  up  again,  and  said  s 

Mr.  Speaker;    It  is  certain  there  m 
nothing  more  irregular,  dian  for  geode-- 
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men  t«  be  t>€i^8oniiI  in  their  debate^  or 
to  mention  any  thio^  that  has  been  said 
1^  any  (Murticalar  gentleman  in  a  fonner 
debate ;  but  if  I  am  the  person  meant,  I 
cannot  think  I  have  been  guilty  of  anv  of 
tJbeae  irregularities  ;^  I  have  said  nothing 
but  what  related  some  way  to  the  question 
in  band,  or  in  answer  to  what  had  been 
aaid  by  aonie  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke 
before  me.  But  now  I  am  up,  I  will  just 
mention  <Aie  thing,  with  the  indulgence  of 
IbiB  House,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  npcke  last  seems  to  mistake ;  he 
seeing  to  me  to  talk  as  if  gentlemen  meant 
to  take  off  the  dutjr  on  Tea:  nobody  I 
belirre,  has  sjpdke  of  taking  off  that  duty; 
.  bot  If  the  du^  be  too  high,  or  laid  On  in 
m  wrong  manner,  if  we  go  into  a  com- 
DBttee  on  that  affiur,  I  doubt  not  but 
*aoinething  may  be  proposed  for  securing 
Ike  doty  to  the  public  more  effectually 
than  ait  present;  and  for  levying  it  in  a 
1^  whtdi  may  be  more  convenient  and 
agreecible  to  the  snbject.  We  may  re- 
member what  was  the  case  of  the  duty 
upon  Pepper ;  that  du^  was  found  by  ex- 
pmeoce  to  be  too  hi^h ;  it  was  lowered, 
and  even  by  the  lowering  of  it,  the  revenue 
came  to  be  a  consideRdi>le  gainen  This 
may  be  found  to  be  the  case,  with  respect 
to  tea,  but  this  we  cannot  pudge  of  till  we 
go  into  a  committee  upon  it,  and  have  all 
proper  for  our  instruction  laid  be- 
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Sir  Jckm  Barnard  spoke  next : 

Sir;  Hie  honound>le  gentleman  over  the 
way  has  endeavoured  to  prove  by  ar- 
gom^nt,  the  contrary  of  what  is  Imown 
to  be  true  in  &ct.  He  granted,  indeed, 
that  the  svd^jectihg  of  feti  to  the  lai^s 
of  Excise  has  not  entirdly  prevented  the 
ronninff  that  commodity ;  but  then  he 
■aid,  irit  had  been  subjected  to  the  laws 
of  Excise,  much  greater  quantities  would 
have  been  run,  because  ofdie  greatt  difiSsr- 
CBce  that  there  has  lately  been  in  the 
price  of  Tea  lOnoad,  and  the  price  of  it  in 
this  kingdom:  now,  I  cannot  oelieve there 
is,  or  has  lately  been,  so  great  a  difference 
between  the  price  of  Tea  in  foreign  parts, 
and  the  price  at  our  East-India  sales;  for 
it  is  certain  that  our  East-India  Company 
must  and  ought  to  regulate  their  price  ac- 
eording  to  the  price  it  bears  in  foreign 
maxkets :  they  certainly  buy  it  as  chc^ 
in  China  as  any  odier  company  'can  do, 
tad  it  costs  than  no  more  to  bring  it  home; 
^refiiro  they  oiq^  to  sell  as  cheap  as 
any  company  does,  otherwise  they  cannot 
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pretend  to  sell  any  of  thenr  Tea  in  a  fo- 
rei^  market;  and  it  is  to  be  hofted,  they 
do  not  make  use  of  their  exclusive  privi- 
lege, to  lay  a  tax  upon  this  nation,  by 
making  us  pay  dearer  for  their  Tea  than 
we  can  purchase  it  from  others :  this  in- 
deed would  give  an  encouragement  to 
smuggling,  but  this  would  be  owing  en- 
tirely to  their  making  a  bad  use  of  their 
exclusive  charter*  For  this  reason  it^is  to 
be  presumed,  that  in  the  year  1729,  when 
the  price  <^  that  commodit]^  fell  so  much 
abroad,  it  fell  a  ^eat  deal  likewise  at  our 
Ea^Ihdia  sales  here ;  and  therefore  that 
difference,  which  the  gentleman  built  so 
mudi  on,  cannot  be  the  real  cause  of 
the  decrease  of  that  branch  of  our  rever 
nue  since  that  time:  but  this  is  a  &ct 
whidi  we  ought  to  inquire  into,  and 
a  strong  reason  for  our  going  into  the 
committee  I  have  proposed. — It  is  true, 
the  laws  of  excise  Jo  not  contribute  any 
thinff  to  the  encouragement  of  running ; 
this  IS  what  no  gentleman  has  asserted,  but 
I  am  convinc^  they  liave  contribute 
nothing  to  the  preventing  of  running, 
and  I  am  sure,  if  it  does  not  iq)pear, 
that  they  have  contributed  very  re* 
markably  to  the  preventing  of  that 
infamous  practice,  we  ought  not  to  leave 
such  a  number  of  our  fellow-subjects,  even 
for  the  space  of  one  year,  under  the  bur- 
then of  such  oppressive  laws,  otherwise  it 
cannot  be  said,  Uiat  we  have  that  rejo^ard  to 
the  ease  of  the  people,  which  a  British  par- 
liament ought  to  have,  and  I  hope  will 
have.  The  gentleman  found  fisiult  with 
the  computations  made,J>utlethim  make 
his  computations  what  way  he  wiU,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  ftiund,  that  the  increase  of 
the  pubHc  revenue  luis  bore  no  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  the  consumption ;  and 
thishttt  increase,  whidi  must  be  aclmow* 
lodged  by  every  man,  is  a  good  reason 
why  the  rule,  which  the  gentleman  pro- 
poses fbr  discovering  whether  the  revenue 
nasbeen  a  gainer  by- sdbjectii^  Tea  and 
Coffee  to  the  kws  onsxcise,  oi^t  not  to  be 
observed ;  for  if  the  consumption  gradually 
increased  for  seven  years  before,  and  seven 
years  after  the  alteration  in  collecting  the 
duty  dh  those  commodities,  the  medium 
for  the  seven  years  after,  must  be  much 
higher  than  for  seven  years  before,  and  yet 
the  increase  of  the  public  revenue  cannot 
be  said  to  be  owing  to  the  laws  of  excise, 
but  to  the  ind^ase  of  the  consumption. 
As  to  the  great  Quantities  of  tea  now  m  the 
warehouses  of  tne  East-India  Corapac^, 
and  the  htfger  qoantities  pretended  to  oe 
[8] 
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bought  up  just  before  the  alt^mtion  took 

eice,  it  is  certain  the  com{>anj  generally 
Ye  large  quantities  in  their  warehouses, 
and  sell  them  off  according  to  thedemand, 
which,  as  to  our  home  consumption^  must 
be  pretty  near  equal  one  year  with  ano- 
tiier ;  so  that  if  they  have  greater  quan- 
tities now  than  usualy  it  must  be  because 
of  the  little  demand  Uiere  is  for  their  Tea 
at  foreign  markets ;  but  whatever  they  sell 
for  that  purpose  pays  no  duty,  therefore  it 
cannot  be  said,  that  the  quantities  they 
have  upon  their  hands  must  all  pay  the 
duty,  or  that  a  variation  in  their  sales  can 
ever  much  alter  the  amount  of  that  branch 
of  the  revenue.  Whether  large  quantities 
of  Tea  were  bought  up  just  before  the  al- 
teration took  place,  is  what  I  shall  dot 
now  pretend  to  determine,  but  if  we  go 
into  a  committee  on  this  affair,  the  ac- 
counts of  sales,  and  the  accounts  of  Tea 
exported  in  that  vear  may  be  called  for, 
and  from  them  that  matter  will  appear ; 
so  that  every  fact  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  l)een  {leased  to  mention,  is  a 
strong  argument  for  our  going  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  this  afBur. — ^I  find  no  fiiult 
with  the  duty  on  Tea  being  so  high,  I 
wish  it  were  higher  than  it  is,  if  it  were 
possible  to  collect  it,  because  I  look  upon 
It  as  an  article  of  luxury ;  therefore,  if  the 
duty  oA  some  sorts  of  Tea  were  raised,  and 
if  all  the  Tea  that  shall  hereafter  be  seized, 
was  to  be  burnt  and  destroyed,  I  believe  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  nation :  and 
this  is  an  answer  to  what  an  honourable 
gentleman  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  go  into 
a  committee,  unless  we  are  well  assured, 
some  gentleman  has  something  to  propose ; 
though  I  do  not  allow  his  rule  to  be  good, 
because,  when  a  committee  is  resolv^  on, 
and  proper  papers  called  for,  gentlemen 
may  from  them  find  something  very  rea- 
somible  to  propose  to  the  Committee, 
which  they  could  not  before  think  of:  but 
in  the  present  case,  this  argument  is  of  no 
weight,  for  besides  that  ahr^y  mentioned 
I  could  hint  at  several  othier  ^onositions 
which  may  be  thought  reasonable.  We 
are  certainly  in  a  wrong  method  at  pre- 
sent, with  respect  to  our  duties  upon  Tea : 
there  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  price 
of  diffisrent  sorts  ofTea,  and  yet  our  du^  is 
upon  all  sorts  of  Tea  the  same ;  Tea  of'^S*. 
perpound,  pays  as  much  duty  as  Tea  of  20s. 
per  pound ;  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion 
If  the  dutjr  were  laid  on  cm/ vo/brrm,  neither 
the  pubhc  revenue,  nor  the  East-India 
Company  would  suffer  so  much  by  die 
liurge  quantities  of  low  priced  tea,  run  in 
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upon  us  from  Hoiland  and  Flanders.  In 
cases,  where  the  duty  fkr  exceeds  the 
prime  cost  of  the  commodity,  there  is  a 
very  great  temptation  for  smuggling:  a 
man  has  more  profit  when  he  gets  two 
hundr^  per  cent,  on  the  money  he  lays 
out,  than  when  he  gets  but  ime,  or  perhaps 
but  50  per  cent,  and  this  will  encourage 
him  to  run  a  greater  risk,  and  will  engage 
more  persons  to  become  adventurers. 
Upon  tnis  consideration  it  must  be  granted 
that  Uie  lowness  of  the  price  of  smne  sorts 
ci  te^  abnrad,  may  ot  late  have  •contri- 
buted a  little  to  the  increi|se  of  sm%gling: 
but  no  laws  can  in  such  case  prevent  the 
practice  ;  for  where  there  is  an  excessire 
advantage  to  be  got  by  a  man's  being  ' 
lucky,  no  risk  can  prevent  his  endeavoor- 
ing  to  grasp  at  it,  nor  will  the  misfortunes 
ofsomc  frighten  others  from  beccmiing  ad- 
venturers :  this  is  the  nature  of  mamund^ 
therefore  it  is -vain  to  knagine,  that  the 
joining  of  the  laws  of  excise  to  those  of  the 
customs  will  prevent  the  rumiing  of  tea,  as 
long  as  the  advantage  to  be  got  by  it  con* 
tinues  so  extraordmary. — Though  every 
man  subject  to  therlaws  of  excise  is  as  lfid>w 
to  hardships  as  another,  yet  there  is  a  very 
great  difference  between  the  excise  upon 
tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate,  and  the  excise 
upon  any  other  commodity.  By  all  our 
other  excises,  except  brandy,  but  a  few 
people,  none  but  the  first  manufacturers 
are  made  subject  to  the  laws  of  excise, 
and  by  most  of  them,  there  is  a  very 
great  addition  made  to  the  public  re* 
venue ;  but  as  to  the  excise  imon  tea, 
coffee,  and  chocolate,  there  is  little  ad- 
vantage got  to  the  public  by  that  method^ 
yet  by  that  excise  there  are  more  people^ 
I  bdieve,  made  subiect  to  those  op- 
pressive laws  than  by  afi  the  other  excises. 
And  surely,  idien  we  are  to  subject  any  of 
our  fellow-subjects  to  o^^ressive  laws,  we 
ought  to  consider  their  number,  and  the 
benefit  which  the  public  reaps  thereby,  in 
order  to  compare  the  two  together,  and 
firom  thence  determine,  whether  the  ad- 
vantage got  by  the  public  bears  such  a  pro- 
portion, as  may  justify  the  laying  so  many 
of  our  coimtrymea  under  great  inconve- 
niencies :  this  shews  that  tne  giWng  ear 
to  the  just  complaints  of  tlie  petitioners, 
lays  us  under  no  necessiiy  of  taldng  the 
case  of  anj  other  set  of  men  under  oar 
consideration. 

As  to  the  consent  of  those^  who  ht«t 
an  interest  in  the  du^  upon  coflfee,  tsa, 
and  chocolate,  1  believe  we  need  mm  our- 
selves «o  trod)le  upon  that  he^d ;  for  as 
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they  are  certam,  that  the  Parliament  will 
not  allow  them  to  be  suffi^r^^  they  will, 
as  soon  as  asked,  readily  consent  to  any 
alteration  weshaU  naake,  especially  when 
k  is  for  freeing  sudb  a  considerable  number 
cf  their  Mow«ountrynien  fromgreat  hard- 
ships ;  but  it  will  be  time  enough  to  think 
of  this  after  we  have  eome  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  going  into  a  committee  upon  this 
a&ur ;  thermre  that  argument  can  be  of 
no  manner  of  weight  against  the  question. 

Mr.  JbAn  Cockhum  spoke  next : 

Sir ;  ia  our  present  situation,  I  would 
be  very  &r  from  a^eeing  tQ  any  thing  that 
could  possibly  diimnish  me  public  revenue^ 
but  I  am  certain  the  revenue  can  be  in  no 
danger  by  our  agreeing  to  the  present 
notion;  tot  when  we  are  in  the  Conunit- 
tee  proposed,  if  any  such  thing  should  be 
offered,  gentl^en  may  freely  give  their 
n^ative  to  it,  notwithstandingtheir  having 
given  their  consent  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee. I  must  say,  I  ;have  not  heard 
mudi  argument  maae-use  of  by  the.gen- 
tlemenidiohaveopposedthismotion:  the 
whole  of  what  tl^ey  have  said  resolves  in 
this,  that,  the  time  is  improper,  because 
the^session  is-  to  be  but  short ;  ho  that  the 
true  question  now  before  us,  is*  shall  we 
allow  so  many  of  our  fellow-subjects  to 
labour  under  what  they  apprehend  to  be  a 
grievance,  without  making  the  least .  in- 
<nury  mto  their  complaints  I  Or  shall  ,we 
sit  three  or  four  days  longer  than  some 
gentlemen  intend  we  should  ?  As  this 
seems  the  only  question  before  us,  it  is 
tBty  for  any  ^endeoaan  to  determine, 
which  side,  he  ou^t  to  take ;  I  shall  most 
certainly  be  for  going  into  the  committee 
moved  U>r. 

Mr.  JitMqjA  JDantw*  said : 

Sir;  I  am  sofar  from  being  for  the  ques- 
tion befiofe  us,  that  I  think  this  House 
shews  agreat  deal  of  good  nature,  in  al- 
lowing the  petition  to  lie  upon  the  table ; 
for,  in  my  (pinion,  it  ough^  to  be  rejected. 
I  abally  indeed,  readily  be  for  aiiy  thing 
that  may  discourage  not  only  the  running, 
bat  the  importation  of  coffee,  tea,  or  cho- 
cc^te  ;  for  I  wish  we  would  or  could  b^ 
made  fdl  to  return  to  the  good  old  way  of 
our  ancestors,  in  breakfasting  upon  good 
English  ale  and  bread  and  cheese.  Both 
the  men  and  women  of  thosedavs  were,  I 
believe,  as  .atromg  and  as  healthy  as  they 
are  now,  and  ye^  what  they  made  use  of 
for  hwtk&fiy  did  not  carry  one  nenny  put 
«r  tbe  Batian;.  howey^,  I  thinly  we  may 


find  out  amuch  preparer  time  for  in^pUring 
into  this  affair,  than  the  very  last  session 
of  a  oarliament,  and'a  session  which  must 
be  taiken  up  in  considering  things  of  much 
greater  consequence,  not  omy  to  this 
nation,  butto  Europe  in  genoraL  Anho- 
nourable  sentleman  talked  much  of  a 
scheme,  wnich  was  before  us  last  year, 
which  he  was  pleased  to  call  a  wicked 
scheme ;,  but  I  differ  so  far  from  him,  that 
I  think  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the 
administration  never  did  a  thing  so  wnmg, 
as  the  giving  up  that  scheme :  I  thai 
thought,  and  stul  think,  it  would  have 
been  very  much  for  the  interest  of  the 
naticm,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  mi^t  have 
been  carried,  if  those  gentlemen  had  not 
of  themselves  let  it  drop.  ' 

Then  the  question  being  put,  for  refer- 
ring the  said  ^Petition  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne* 
gative  by  233  against  155. 

February  5.  Sr  John  Rushout  presented 
to  the  House,  according  to  order,  a  Bill 
to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  Stock- 
jobbing, which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Debate  in  the  Commons. an  the  Number 
of  the  Land  Forces.^  Feb.  6.'  The  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  c<mslder  of  the  Supply^ 
and  the  {uroper  estimates  being  referred  to 
that  Committee^ 

Mr.  Andrew^  stood  up  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

Sir;  By  the  employment  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  in,  it  naturally  falls  within 
my  province,  to  take  notice  of  the  estimates 
which  have  been  laid  before  us,  relating  to 
the  charge  of  the  guards,  garrisons,  and 
other  his  Majesty's  land-forces  in  Great 
Britain,  in  the  plantations,  and  in  Minorca 
and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  ensuinff :  by 
these  estimates  gentlemen  will  finc^  that 
the  charge  for  next  year  does  but  very* 
little  exceed  that  for  last  year ;  and  there« 
fore,  considering  the  present  state  of  af« 
fidrs  in  Europe,  which  must  be  known  to 
every  sentleman  in  this  House,  I  think  it 
would  be  but  mis-spending  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  to  say  any  thm^  with  relation 
to  the  question  I  have  now  m  my  hand  ta 
move  to  you. — The  difference  h^een  the 
situation  this  nation  is  in  now,  and  the 
situation  it  was  in  last  year,  sufficiently 
justifies  the  small  addition  that  is  proposed . 

^  Depnty-paynaster  of  tha  army. 
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to  be  mttde  to  our  laodoforcet;  the  ecUU 
tioB  propoeed  is  no  more  than  1800  men, 
and  even  this  addition  is  propoeed  to  be. 
node  in  the  easiest  and  least  expensive 
way:  we  have  now  three  regiments  at 
Giorakary  which  have  always  hiuierto  been 
placed  on  the  British  establishnnwat,  be- 
causey  though  they  were  sent  there  upon 
an  emergency^  it  was  never  before  thowht 
necessary  to  continue  them  there;  but 
since  a  war  is  broke  out  in  Europe,  it  can- 
not be  thought  safe  to  recall  memy  and 
therefore  in  their  pkce  it  is  proposed  to 
add  1800  men  to  the  regiments  we  have 
now  at  home,  and  to  place  them  for  the  fu- 
ture on  the  establishment  for  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar.  This,  in  my  qpinion,  is  so  rea- 
S(Hiable  and  so  necessary  a  demand,  that  I 
sl^ll  give  the  Committee  no  &rther  trou- 
ble, but  beg  leave  to  move,  *^  That  the 
number  of  e£Gective  men  tobe  m'ovided  for 
ffuards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  and 
for  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  the  year 
1734,  be,  indudmg  1815  invalids,  and  553^ 
which  the  six  independent  Companies  con- 
mtt  of  for  the  service  of  the  Highlands, 
17|704  men,  commission  and  non-commis- 
sion officers  included.*'    Hereupon 

Sir  fVUHam  Wyndham  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  do  not  stand  up  to  oppose  the 
motion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
over  the  way ;  for  as  the  motion  stands, 
the  niunber  offerees  proposed  to  be  kept 
Up  for  next  year  is,  1  find,  no  greater  than 
that  which  was  kept  up  for  last  year,«  and, 
according  to  our  present  situation,  I  do 
believe  Uie  keeping  up  the  same  number 
of  forces  will  not  be  thought  very  extra- 
vagant; but  by  what  the  gentleman  was 
pl^ised  to  say,  there  seems  to  be  an  aug- 
mentation designed;  I  shall  therefore  beg 
leave  to  propose  an  amendment  to  th& 
qjue^ion,  because,  as  4o  our  own  particular 
situation,  we  are  still  left  in  the  dark^>— 
There  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House,  who 
caa.agree  to  any  demand  that  comes  from 
the  crown  more  chearfoUy  than  I  shall, 
when  1  see  any  reason  or  necessity  for  such 
a  demand :  but  when  any  augmentation  of 
our  forces,  either  by  sea  or  land,  is  de- 
manded, when  any  additional,  load  is  de- 
sired to  be  laid  upon  the  peo{de,  while  1 
have  the  honpur  to  be  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  p9^1e,  1  shall  always  expect 
to  have  sufficient  reasons  shewn  me,  before 
I  give  my  consent  for  complying  with  any 
such  deipand ;  and  therefore,  upon  every 
such  occasion,  I  think  afuU  information 
ought  tp  be  given  toacAiqgth#  mMition  of 
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our  aflhirs,  that  we  may  froBi  tiienee  judges 
whether  we  ought  to  conatBt  to  idiati» 
prcmosed :  nay,  though  no  aogmeBtntioB 
tuid  been  aslced,  if  nothing  more  wece  ta 
be  asked,  but  to  keep  im  m  aext  year  ibm 
same  number  that  was  kepi  vip  last  year ; 
yet,  as  it  is  a  heavy  diarge  upon  the  peo* 
pie,  and  cannot  surely  be  always  neoc8«> 
sary,  the  consent  of  Parliament  ou^  not 
to  be  expected,  without  giving  us  some 

good  reasons  for  it — ^For  this  reason,  i 
qpe,  that  some  gentlemen  who  can  inform 
us,  will  rise  up  and  let  us  know  something 
of  our  present  circumstances ;  it  is  hi^ 
time  we  should  kriow,  not  only  our  present' 
situation,  but  likewise,  what  share  we  aie^ 
to  take,  CM*  if  we  are  to  take  any,  in  the 
war  now  begun  in  Europe:  it  is  chiefly 
with  this  view,  that  I  am  to  ofier  an  amend- 
ment to  the  questicm :  my  principal  design 
in  it  is,  that  some  gentleman  may  rise  up, 
and  give  me  some  argument,  imbrd  a^a 
some  excuse,  for  my  consenting  to  lay  n 
new  load  upon  a  people  whom  I  knoir 
to  be  already  most  heavily  loaded.  I 
know.  Sir,  we  are  in  a  Committee,  and 
therefore  I  may  be  indulged  in  speaking 
more  than  once,  for  which  reason  I  shall 
now  add  no  more,  but  <mly  move,  that  Uie 
words,""*  And  induding  the  three  regiments 
*  of  Tyrawley,  Grove,  and  Kirk,'  may  be 
added  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  quea* 
tion. 

Mr.  H^nry  Pdham  said : 

Sir ;  My  opinion  h  the  same  whh  that 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
you  this  motion ;  the  augmentation  pro- 
posed is,  1  think,  so  very  ^udl,  the  manner 
of  doing  it  so  easy,  and  so  little  expensive, 
and  the  necessity  of  doing  it  so  evident 
and  apparent,  tnat  I  did  ^oi;  eKp^  that 
either  1  or  any  gentleman  dse  should  have 
been  under  a  necessity  <^  standing  up  to 
say  any  thing  in  support  of  the  motion* 
The  honourable  e^itleman,  who  spoke 
last,  has  proposed  an  amendment,  and 
wants  much,  it  seems,  to  be  infoimed 
of  otu:  present  situation,  and  hemes  that 
some  gentlemen  will  stand  up  and  satisfy 
him :  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  speak  as  a 
person  ,any  way  concerned  in  the  admoU 
nistration,  I  speak  only  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  and,  as  such,  I  want  no  forther 
information  ;  the  lights  I  have,  and  vhiiJi 
eveiy  gentleman  in  this  House  must  know, 
are  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  give  my  vote 
in  the  present  question :  if  wier  gentle* 
men,  moae  curiosity  may  be  greater  tliCBBi 
mine,  wael  to  Imew  more  twi  they  yei^ 
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r,  I  am  aftaid  t)iey  vitt  return  Sron 
Ibe  Home  no  wiaer  jn  that  reelect,  than, 
arfaai  tfaeyvometoit;  for  gentleoMA  ava 
Bot  obliged  to  lay  mora  than  vkit  ia  nor 
€eanatj  for  their  present  argument;  nor 
are  they  boand^  i^ioii  eaery  oocaaion,  to 
mtisfy  the  prhate  curton^  dfodiec  men.^-^ 
Everj  gaiktleman  miut  num  the  preioit 
cnmmSanceg  af  affiurt  in  Emope,  and 
fimatfaat  consideration  alone  nmat  see  tha 
necessitgr  of  the  augmentation  prooosed ; 
Aadiree  regiments,  which  are  at  Gforaltar 
bave'beeny  till  now,  kept  upon  the  ftitish 
astaUisfamenty  because  it  was  not  ex-^ 
pcate^f  that  we  shoidd  have  bean  oUigad 
la  conttnne  them  there  i  Biit^^oe  a  war 
Is  broke  out  in  Eusope,  since  our  neigh- 
boars  hare  all  great  %rmies  in  the  field  and 
geeat  fleets  at  sea,  f  onU  any  man  think  it 
irise  or  prudent  in  us,  to  dimiwish  the 
strcfigth  0f  that  place  by.  recalling  thos^ 
three  c^imeata  ^  Or  can  any  gentkmau 
in  thia  House  tiiink,  timt  a  less  number  of 
regular  troops  at  home  is  necessary  now 
in  the  time  or  war,  dum  what  was  last  j^ear, 
m  the  time  of  peace,  thought  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  his  Majesty^s  person 
and  government  i  Siirdy  no  meaober  of 
Ibis  House  can  possibfy  think  so,  and 
therefore  1  cannot  see  bow  any  gentleman 
can  dSsagreawith  the  miastion  now  before 
TOO ;  since  all  that  is  thereby  proposed  is 
but  a  small  additional  expence  ot  8^  or 
SSfiOOL  to  the  nation.  It  is  only  an  aug- 
Bienta[Cion  of  our  forces  at  home,  equal  to, 
and  in  the  room  of  those  three  regmients, 
irhich  it  is  now  become  necessary  to  put 
iBon  a  fi»eigo  establishment ;  &r  amr 
ney  are  once  put  upon  that  establishment, 
it  is  obtain  they  cannot  be  called  *  home, 
wbatev^  necessity  we  may  hare  for  them 
here ;  and,  for  aH  that  has  been  formerly 
s^ad  by  gentlemen  abpnt  numerous  staoa- 
ing  Armies,  I  know  very  well,  ii^t  while 
I  served  in  another  ottce,  wp  never  were 
able  to  nudce  such  a  disposition  of  quarters 
to  have  it  in  our  power  to  caH  above 
le  or  four  thousand  men  together  upon 
'  enerfpncy.  Forthese  reasons,  fit,  I 
not  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed : 
OQ  the  contrary,  I  never  was,  I  think, 
dearer  in  any  one  question  I  moved  in  tbis 
Hnoipe,  than  I  am  in  that  which  you  have 
iijHNirbaBd. 

Mcr  G'  ¥^^fe?«^  *>q4  ^,  f^  S4J4  * 
Sir;  As Aesituatkm^afiika in  Europe 
m  visry  mudh  ak^ed  smce  las|r  ;|f  ear^  so  itqr 
mss^  with  respect  to  tl^  army ,  is  gr 
mmijiLi,     I  wUp  ^  tnie,  hist  sesrion 


i^gainst  fceepiog  up  sptdiatunihar  of  re* 
£pmKtiDO|H,asthemajoril^  of  this  House 
ware  pleaaed  to  wee  to ;  but  the  reasona 
which  then  macb  me  vote  against  the 
number  proposed,  seem  to  be  g«KKl  reasons 
for  ^gieeii^  to  what  is  now  proposed.  We 
were  then  m  astate  of  p^ect  tranquillity^ 
both  at  borne  and  abroad ;  but  now  the 
scoie  if  changed,  and  we  are  in  great 
dangerof  beinff  invoked  in  that  war,  which 
is  afaeady  broke  out :  do  not  wo  see  the 
King  of  France,  who  for  some  years  has 
been  in  f  state  of  inaction  and  seeming  to 
mind  nothing  but  diversions,  now  settnpg 
with  great  appHcalton  to  pidilic  business, 
and  mlowing  the  footsteps  of  hb  ambitioua 
predecessorF  Do  not  we  see,  that  he  by 
kis  armies,  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
Spain  and  Sardinia,  has  ia  a  very  short 
time,  over-run  a  grnt  part  of  Italy  r  Iliia 
has  given  the  alum  to  all  the  Inrinoe^  of 
Europe,  and  certainly  ought  to  give  u» 
some  likewise.  We  are  perhans  amongst 
the  most  remote  from  danger,  out  it  may 
reacb  us  at  last;  and  in  such  circum* 
stances,  I  should  think  it  very  unwise  not 
to  be  upon  our  guard;  for, which  reason  I 
cannot  but  agree  to  a  demand,  which  in 
itself  I  think  so  modeft  and  so  reasonable ; 
and  I  wish  that  the  present  question  had 
been  agreed  to  without  any  opposition  or 
debate,  in  ouder  to  convince  the  whole 
world  that  there  is  a  good  harmony  sub* 
sisting  between  his  Majesty  and  his  rarli%» 
ment. 

Sir  fhoma^  Lumley  Saundcrson  spolf^ 
njBxM 

Sir;  Notwithstanding  what  has  been 
said  by  ^  two  honoun^le  gentlemen  wha 
spokelast,  I  am  of  the  same  (minion  with 
my  honourable  friend  who  moved  for  an 
amendment  to  the  question;  for  uplesa 
w^  are  to  engage,  uxuess  we  are  to  have 
some  share  in  the  nresent  war,  I  can  seer 
no  necessity,  nor  indeed  any  reason,  for 
the  augmentation  proposed;  because  I 
am  very  well  assured,  none  of  the  powers 
engaged  in  war  will  attack  us,  if  we  have  i| 
Bojud  tQ  stand  neutral ;  and  ^his  Majesty 
were  resolved  to  take  any  share  in  the  war, 
or  even  to  give  the  least  assistance  to  either 
of  the  parUes  engaaed,  he  would  certain^ 
have  communiciS^  his  resolutions  to  his 
parliament:  surely  those  gentlem^  who 
nave  always  thought,  at  leastof  late  yean^ 
diat  an  amy  of  lS,000  men  is  necessary  in 
times  of  peace,  t9  support  his  Maiesty's 
goyemm^nt,  can  never  think,  that  the  ad^ 
aition  of  1^800  will  enable  him  to  take 
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rnij  share  in  tbe  war,  or  to  tnrB  aniflanee 
to  any  of  hiv  allies ;  from  hence  I  must 
conclude,  that  his  Majesty  is  not  to  take 
any  share  in  the  war,  so  that  the  smallness 
of  the  augmentation  demanded,  which 
they  make  use  of  as  an  argument  for  pre- 
vaiung  with  us  to4igree  to  it,  is  with  me  a 
▼ery  strong  argument  for  reusing  to  give 
my  conaent^— -But,  Sir,  the  chief  argument 
with  me  for  being  against  the  preset^ 
question  is,  that  I  am  afraid  lest  the  num* 
ber  of  forces  kept  up  last  year  should  come 
to  be  thought  alwa3rs  necessary  to  be 
kept,  even  in  times  of  the  most  profound 
peace  and  tranquillibr ;  and  indeed  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  seemed 
to  insinuate  as  much,  so  that  from  hence- 
forth we  may  reckon  an  army  of  18,000 
men  as  a  part  of  our  constitution ;  and 
even  this  army  it  seems  is  always  to  be 
augmented,  whenever  any  little  quarrd 
happens  between  any  two  of  our  neigh* 
hours,  and  that  whether  we  are  to  have 
an^  share  in  the  quarrel  or  not :  this  is  the 
pnncipal  reason.  Sir,  why  I  cannot  agree 
to  the  question,  as  it  now  stands,  and 
therefore  I  shall  be  for  the  amendment 
proposed. 

Mr.  WiOiam  Pulteney  then  spoke  as 
follows: 

Sir;  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  question  did  extremtlv  well  in 
opening  and  explaining  it  to  the  com- 
mittee, for  it  is  in  itselfso  dark  and  intri- 
cate, that  without  the  explanation  he  was 
pleased  to  give  us,  I  believe  there  are  very 
few  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  would 
hav^  understood  it,  or  could  have  ima^ 
ffined,  that  a  large  augmentation  was 
mereby  meant  to  be  made  to  our  land- 
forces  in  Great  Britain  :  by  the  words  of 
the  question,  no  greater  number  of  land^^ 
forces  than  what  was  voted  last  year  ap- 
pears to  be  demanded,  yet  when  it  comes 
to  be  explained,  we  fina  that  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  an  augmentadoh  of  about  2,000 
men:  here  is  an  amr^  in  disguise ;  it  really 
^  puts  me  in  mind  oi  Blues's  army  in  thie 
"^  play,  for  it  would  have  been  an  army  incog. 
if  the  gentleman  had  not  been  pleased  to 
discover  it — An  honourable  gentleman 
told  us,  that  those  three  regiments  ^low  at 
Gibraltar,  if  they  should  once  be  put  upon 
that  establishment,  could  not  be  called 
liome,  let  the  occasion  for  them  here  be 
never  so  pressing ;  this  I  canndt  admit,  I 
can  see  no  impossibility  of  calling  them 
home,  though  they  should  be  put  upon 
that   establishment;   but,  granting  tney 
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were,  have  we  not  12,000  men  in  Ireland, 
from  whence  we  may  call  home  as  many  av 
we  please^  upon  any  emergency :  has  not 
this  been  done  in  former  times  ?  And  did 
not  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  wil* 
lingly  make  up  the  difference  of  the  pay, 
and  £01  the  other  charges  diat  attended  the 
transportmg  of  them :  besides  ths,  cannot 
we  call  for  troops  from  Holiand,  whenever 
we  have  occasion  for  any  such  ?  Has  not 
this  likewise  been  formerly  done  ^  We 
know  that  the  Dutch  are  by  treaties 
obliged  to  furnish  us  With  10,000  men,  if 
we  should  be  attacked  by  any  power  in 
Europe,  and  that  at  their  own  expence 
too;  though  I  bdieve,  indeed,  tmit  we 
never  had  as  yet  any  such  assistance  from 
them,  but  wliat  the  paiiiament  of  Grreat. 
Britain  was  obliged  to  pay  for. — ^The  gen-^ 
tleman  spoke  litewise  of  the  disposition  of 
quarters,  and  the  difficulty  of  gettmg  a 
number  of  men  together,  on  any  emer* 
gency.  Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
serve  in  that  office,  SH  weU  as  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  and  I  never  knew  a  dispo- 
sition of  quarters  so  made,  but  that  almost 
all  the  troops  in  Great  Britaih  could  be 
got  together  by  regular  marches,  time 
enough  to  oppose  any  enemy  that  could' 
come  against  us,  unless  they  should  drop 
from  tli^  clouds;  I  cannot  comprehenc^ 
from  whence  gentlemen  imagine  that  suclr 
troops  should  be  sent  against  us :  must 
they  not  march,  from  their  ^several  quar^ 
tere^  to  the  sea^coast  of  that  country  from 
whence  they  are  to  come  ?  Must  they  not* 
have  a  fleet  of  ships  to  transport  theniy- 
and  a  Mr  wind  to  bring  ^m  to  this 
island  ?  Will  not  all  this  tfu^e  up  time,  andr 
that  enough  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
assembling  our  torc^  ?  This,  really.  Sir, 
to  me  seems  to  be  raising  fimtasms  in  the 
air,  in  order  to  find  pretences  for  loading, 
the  people  of  England  with  taxes. — ^Tlie 
amendment  prop<Med  was  not,  I  believe^ 
meant  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  it,  so  much  to  be  insisted  on,  as 
to  oblige  those  gendemen,  who  deanned  us 
to  consent  to  this  augmentation,  to  8hew^ 
us  some  reason  for  so  doing ;  and  with  this 
view  I  must  join  with  him,  and  will  be  &s 
the  amendment,  until  I  hear  some  reason 
given  for  the  augmentation  :  if  those  geo* 
tiemen  will  voudisafe  to  shew  us  any  rea^ 
sons  for  what  they  ask,  and  those  reasons 
shall  appear  to  be  sufficient,  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  my  worthy  friend  wfll  be 
ready  to  drop  the  amendment  he  has  pro- 
posed ;  and,  until  some  reason  is  Ofier^ 
to  U9,  I  think  I  have  no  o^Q^ioa  to  sojf 
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any  diing  more  upon  this  subject.  When 
diey  have  shewn  us  their  reasons  for  mak- 
ing the  augmentation,  I  shall  eith^  affree 
wkh  them,  or  I  shall  endeavour  to  Siew 
why  I  do  not  think  the  reasons  they  hare 
offinred  sufficient. 

Mr.  Pdham  stood  up  again,  and  ex- 
plained what  he  had  before  said,  with 
respect  to  the  calling  home  the  regiments 
'Irom  Gibraltar,  ana  with  respect  to  the 
disposition  of  quarters* 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  stud  : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  but  think  ihat  it  is  highly 
reasonable,  for  gentlemen  to  expect  a  httle 
more  satisfection  than  what  they  have  yet 
got,  as  to  the  necessity  for  this  augmen- 
tati<m  before  they  agree  to  it :  this  House 
has  always  been  said  to  hold  the  purse  eS 
die  people ;  but  if  we  should  agree  to  any 
tax  or  measure,  which  may  dwge  us  to 
load  the  peo^e  with  taxes,  wiwout  the 
least  reason  assigned,  we  could  not  justly 
be  said  to  be  masters  of  the  purse  of  the 
.  people ;  we  could  be  only  the  slaves  who 
carry  it,  in  order  to  open  it  as  often,  and 
as  wide  as  our  masters  shall  please  to  de- 
mand. From  all  that  has  oeen  said,  I 
cannot  see,  that  we  are  in  any  immediate 
danger  either  at  home  or  abroad ;  and  I 
am  afraid,  that  the  putting  of  those  three 
raiments  upon  the  establishment  of  Gib- 
rattar,  may  be  done  with  a  vkw  to  make 
the  people  of  this  nation  feel  the  expence 
of  that  place,  in  order  to  make  them  sick 
of  it,  and  so  to  induce  them  the  more  ea- 
mky  to  agree  to  the  deliyering  it  up. 

Mr.  Dighy  spoke  as  follows: 

Sir;  The  number  of  land-forces  now 
proposed  to  be  added  to  the  number  voted 
laat  year,  I  must  own  to  be  but  very  in- 
oonstderable:  But  as  the  number  voted 
last  year  was  by  many  thousands  more 
than  I  thought  necessary,  I  must  now 
look  upon  all  those  thousands,  as  an  ad- 
dition made  this  year  to  the  number  of 
our  land-forces;  and  as  that  addition  is 
mach  larger  than  I  can  judge  to  be  neces- 
sary, from  all  that  I  haveh^urd  from  those 
gendemen  who  are  so  fond  of  increasing 
our  army,  I  cannot  but  be  against  any 
new  levies^ — Gentlemen  tell  us.  That  the 
C3mence  of  the  augmentation  proposed 
win  be  no  more  than  S4  or  35,0(XM.  But 
to  this  I  mufit  add  the  expence  of  those 
nany  thousands,  which  last  year  I  thought 
very  unnecessary  to  be  kept  up,  and  in. 
this  li^t  the  additional  expence  of  our 
army  for  this  year  wUl  amount  ahnost  to 


himdreda  of  thousands:  Besides,  thosa 
gentlemen  seem  to  forget,  that  every  man 
added  to  the  army  is  a  man  taken  from  the 
labour  and  industry  of  their  country ;  and 
with  this  view  the  real  loss  to  the  naticm 
will  amount  to  double  that  sum.  Do  they 
think  that  the  labour  of  a  working  man  is 
to  be  valued  at  nothing  ?  I  believe  at  the 
most  modest  computation,  the  labour  of 
every  working  man  in  the  kingdom,  one 
with  another,  hrings  in  20^.  to  his  country : 
It  is  by  the  labour  and  industry  of  such 
men,  that  the  trade,  and  consequently 
the  ridies  and  the  power  of  this  nation  is 
supported ;  therefore  the  taking  any  such 
■um  from  his  labour,  must  be  doing  a  real 
injury  to  his  coun^.^ — ^What  was  men- 
tion^ by  an  honounu>le  gentleman  afibrds 
me  a  most  melancholy  consideration :  He 
was  afraid  lest  an  army  of  at  least  18,000 
men  should  come  to  be  made  a  part  of  our 
constitution ;  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
ffentleman's  fears  are  by  much  too  well 
founded;  for  there  are  so  many  gentle- 
men, who  seem  to  look  upon  an  army  of 
18,000  men  as  always  necessary  for  the 
suj^port  of  our  government ;  that  though 
we  have  for  some  years  past  been  in  a 
state  of  the  most  profound  peace,  we 
have  never  been  able  to  reduce  our  army 
below  that  number ;  but,  as  that  number 
is  not  necessary  in  time  of  peace;  as  I 
think  it  is  sufficient,  even  though  we  were 
in  some  little  danger  of  a  war,  I  cannot 
agree  to  any  augmentation,  unless  I  sea 
some  greater  necessity  for  it  than  has  been 
yet  shewn. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  stood  up  agaii^ 
and  said: 

Sir ;  My  honourable  friend  has  done  me 
justice,  in  saying,  thpamendment  I  moved 
for,  was  principally  with  a  view  of  having 
a  little  information  from  some  gentleman 
in  the  administration,  as  to  our  present 
situation,  in  order  that  I  may  from  thence 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  com- 
pljring  with  the  demand  made  by  the 
crown :  This  is,  I  think,  no  more  than  , 
what  the  parliament  ought  to  desire,  and  * 
certainly  has  a  right  to  expect ;  and  Uiere- 
fore  I  cannot  even  yet  think,  but  that 
some  gentleman,  who  is  qualified  for  that 
purpose,  will  give  us  at  least  as  much  in- 
formation about  our  present  circumstances, 
as  may  enable  us  to  give  some  reason  for 
our  consenting  to  the  augmentation  now 
demanded. 

Sir  Robert  WoJfok  rose  up  and  i^ka 
as  follows:  .  > 
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8ir;  fhcftt^  Ibid  teMviA  tbOt  mJtl 
•nd  aaf  i/tb^tSkg  in  thepreienttkibMe,  y^ 
fA  Ibeli^vte  myself  p<Mnted  «t  by  die  ho- 
jQOurabk  gentfenriin  Who  «poke  Ifi^,  when 
I  fmdmy^if  so  often  call^  upon,  I  cftn- 
mot  forbear  giving  tome  ah^er  to  what 
gentfemen  have  been  pteaisedtosay  ^^amst 
1^  small  augmentation  dt  our  forces, 
which  has  been  proposed.  As  to  ^e  in- 
formation which  gewtlemen  are  00  fbnd  of 
havfbg,  I  do  not  ttBilj  know  What  th^ 
mem  by  it,  or  What  th^  want  to  be  ^- 
forined  about:  It  is  pitA^lic^  laioWn,  that 
there  is  a  init  how  bttske  out  in  Euro^, 
even  hh  Ml^esty  ite  his  speech  has  taken 
holice  of  it,  and  ih  the  same  ^[V^ech  his 
Mi^esty  has  been  pleased  to  deoaire  to  lis, 
that  he  Is  yet  lio  way  engsg^  hi  the  war, 
nor  would  detenriihe  himseif  tiH  he  had 
exinmned  the  several  fkcts  aAedged  by 
bdth  parties :  Thi6,  Stk*,  tt  a  ddiberfition 
consistent  with  the  Wisdom  Of  his  Ma- 
festys  couttcife,  andfhmi  thence  we  hn^ 
TO  assured,  that  we  are  noit  an  yet  any  wa^ 
i;oncemed  in  di^  prc^nt  war ;  We  inay,  it 
9b  trtfe,  be  ccfheerheA  relattvdy  and  con- 
«equehdafty;  but,  fttm  What  ras  Mi^esty 
biinsdlf  has  told  us,  w6  must  cctochide  that 
%e  8^  itoderno  pn^nt  engsEgebienits ;  and 
there^)^  I  must  diink  ft  strange  in  gen- 
demefi  id  exp^ect  or  d&^  any  de^laratf oh 
irdhi  his  Ma}^y,  or  those  who  have  the 
honour  to  i^rve  him,  before  any  re^u- 
6on  has  been  tsfk^n,  tfliy,  even  before  his 
Majesty  cotfdffdssibly  hav6  aft  c^poitunity 
lom^un^  into  tlt6filSfe  ftcCS^  Whksh  hie  iHto 
told  us,  he  will  thoroughly  examine  before 
he  da^rminea  what  to  do>— But  as  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  Consequence  to  all 
the  powers  engu^  in  the  war,  to  know 
%hat  p&rtGf^t  Britain  b  totdke,  or  Whe- 
ther or  n'd  ^6  aire  t6  taike  Bxiy  psbt  !h  l3ife 
|»resent^ir;  We  iEtiay  cdhdtide,  th^t  th^y 
SDT^IineXtreniely'ahitious  dbrout -Icno^Hng 
yim  ire  fii^  to  ab.  And  gtir ely,  if  tbere 
is  any  pow6r  ih  Eufo^,  Hrhbtaty  in  the 
^eht  becdme  the  ^evAj  of  Gkfaft  Britain, 
piirdcularly  intdrcf^ted  In,  and  th^fore 
inxious  to  kh'oW  the  r^nh  6t  bur  delfbe- 
ra[tioitti,itwduldb^ay^iy  gooid  reason,  if 
there  were  Ho  6th^,  why  gentl^'men  oilght 
not  to  ^xpdCt  dbe  iatUi&&Oh  they  seetn 
to  efCrriestly  to  desire,  Mi'edatty  bm6te  so 
full  and  40  public  ah  ati^t^6£ :  tins,  I 
say,  woiild  be  a  good  k'easdn  tbt  his  Ma^ 
jesty  ndttodedare  his  resoliJtiiQih  here,  even 
supposing  he  hdd  cdntfe  to  a  T^oldtloii ;. 
and  till  his  Majesty  thinks  fit  to  btriytidi  his 
¥^1utit»s,  g^flfeititaa  niAy  btikrej  ihat 
Daithar  I^  nor  any  member  qf  Otk  nMte 
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who  has  the  honour  to  serw  the  crowa, 
wiU  be  vewkf  to  make  any  dederattan  in 
this  place,  untd  #e  do  it  ear  t^pcw  and 
by  his  Majesty  ^s  orders. — Now,  Sir,  with- 
out  any  fartliar  information,  let  us  con- 
sider the  present  circumstances  of  Europe ; 
we  idi  know,  and  his  Majesty  has  told  us, 
that  a  war  is  broke  out  in  Europe ;  we  are 
not  nmnediately  ^ concerned  in  this  war; 
but  ^  the  too  great  success  c^  ^ther  side 
may  endanger  the  Hierties  of  Europe,  we 
are  certainly  concerned  in  the  event ;  and 
as  we  are  concerned  ih  the  event,  those 
powers,  Who  ihay  hofw,  or  fabreafter  coine 
to  think,  that  we  are,  in  interest  or  self 
preservativii,  obliged  to  declare  against 
them,willnotthey,  as  soon  as  they  begm  to 
think  so,  endeavour  to  take  us  at  a  mAid- 
vantage,and  before  we  are  prqmred  for  oar 
defence,  in  order  to  prevent  our  attend- 
ing to  put  a  stq)  toihose  ambitions  views 
which  success  may  inspire  dmn  widi  ?     Is 
it  not  there&ire  necessary  for  us  to  be  iqxm 
our  guard,  and  to  provide  in  time  for  ocur ' 
oWn  defence?    Upoi^  this  consideration^ 
the  necessity  for  the  augmentation  pnv 
posed,  which  some    genuemen   pretend 
they  camtot  discover,  is  to  me  so  i4>F^i^en(i 
liiat  it  speaks  itself;  and  the  denrand  is  in 
itself  b6  modest,  and  so  evidently  shewa^ 
tiiat  his  Miyesty's  inchnations  are  to  ky 
as  few  and  as  easy  burdens  on  his  people 
aa  posiible^  that  I  must  say,  the  nudcmg 
of  any  difficulty  to  comply  Witifi  it,  does  not 
testify  ahy  |;reat  tes^bdi  towards  \m  Si»- 
jasly,  nor  t,  wanh  arocdon  or  zeai  ftir  Ida 
government;  and  therefore  I  hope  tiie 
question  w^ill  be  agreed  to  without  any 
amendment— As  to  the  insinuations  made 
by  a'worthy  genfleman  over  the  way,  that 
df^rewttsade^  to  make  Gibrakar  ap- 
pear exp^ufivci  in  fnder  toriiakepeo^ 
si^  of  it,  flod  induce  th^m  to  consent  to 
the  givW  it  up,  tfaerg>eatiBg  this  insiinia- 
tioh  hi  I  think,  a  suffideht  answer  to  it ; 
for  to  Slay  fhttt  tif^  ninlstty,  by  mddaaag 
^titce  vtijniJN^ts  to  tiie  defence  of  Oftnd- 
tar,'  Mim2LtkOt  to  ddh^eritnp,haisone- 
iMtig  vb  rimctdous  hi  it,  Aat  I  am  sor- 
prized  it  dfould  drop  from  that  honouraMe 
getftteman ;  but  I  am  persuaded  he  did 
tiOt^itM^an  to  be  Serious  when  he  made  tihoit 
ihsitoation,  and  therrfiNre  I  ahaQ  take  no 
fittth^  notice  6f  it. 

^r.  WiUidmTukeney  teiflAe^i 

8h-;  I  bdiefretftost  gendemen,  aawril 
as  Myself,  whoefe-expefctations  were  raised 
wheto  the  honourable  gentleman  stood  np, 
bivr  aB»et  with  avery  great  disappointneat: 
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that  gendemaDy  from  whom  we  had  reason 
to  expect  something  that  would  have  been 
of  weight  in  the  present  debate,  has  not 
only  told  us,  that  we  are  to  have  no  reason 
for  what  we  are  desired  this  day  to  agree 
to ;  but  has  given  us  very  little  hopes  of 
having,  at  any  other  time,  that  information 
which  one  would  think  a  British  Parlia- 
ment might  expect.  Are  we  to  vote 
powerful  fleets,  and  numerous  armies; 
are  we  to  lay  new  and  great  burthens  on 
th^  people,  and  all  this  without  being  told 
any  reasons  for  what  we  are  desired  to  do  ? 
liVluit  satisfaction  can  we  give  our  consti- 
taents,  if  they  should  ask  us,  why  we  have 
augnoented  our  standing  army,  which 
mus^ahvays  be  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
tics  of  our  country  ?  Why  we  have  con- 
sented to  the  increasing  the  public  charge 
which  is  already  heavier  than  the  people 
can  bear?  ResJly,  to  this  most  material 
and  reasonable  question,  I  know  as  yet  of 
no  other  answer  we  can  give,  but  only 
that  his  Majesty  haa  told  us  in  his  speech, 
that  there  is  a  war  broke  out  in  Europe 
in  which  we  have  no  manner  of  concern ; 
and  his  ministers  have  told  us,  that  we 
oi^ht  to  be  afraid  of  Ihe  armies  and  fleets 
raised  and  fitted  out  by  our  neighbours, 
because  they  are  under  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  employing  all  the  armies  they 
can  raise  and  all  the  fleets  they  can  fit  out, 
in  those  parts  of  Europe  which  are  most 
jremote  from  us.  We  have  zeal.  Sir,  I 
liope  we  have  all  a  great  deal  of  afiection 
and  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  person  and  go- 
▼emment,  but  do  not  let  us  allow  his  Majes- 
ty*s  minivers,  or  even  his  Majesty  himself, 
to  expect  such  a  blind  zeal  from  this  par- 
liament :  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  parliament,  and  I  am  siu'e  that  parlia- 
ments, thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  would 
hardly  have  been  persua4ed  to  have  shewn 
so  much  complaisance  to.  the  ministers  of 
the  crown. — What  has  been  observed  by 
some  gentlemen,  I  own.  Sir,  weighs  greatly 
with  me :  from  the  demand  now  before  us 
we  have  reason  to  conclude,  that  18,000 
men  may  be  the  number  intended  to  be 
alwaya  kept  up  within  this  island,  even  in 
the  times  of  the  greatest  peace  and  tran- 
quillity ;  and  that  the  augmentation  now 
required  is  done  with  a  view  only,  that 
when  such  times  shall  again  come,  those 
in  the  administration  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pretend  great  merit,  in  reducing 
the  1800  men  now  proposed  to  be  added : 
we  aB  know  what  jealousies  and  fears  the 
people  have  entertained  at  the  continuing 
of  tnis  army^  during  the  last  years  <^per- 
[YOL.  13^.1 


feet  peace  and  tranouillity  both  at  home 
and  abroad ;  and  if  that  measure  should 
be  again  attempted  when  those  days  of 
peace  return,  every  man  must  then  con- 
clude, that  that  army  is  kept  up,  not  for 
defending  us  against  our  foreign  enemies  t 
but  for  ue  safoty  of  those  who  liave  ren- 
dered themselves  odious  among  the  people^ 
and  for  defending  them  against  the  resent- 
ment of  an  injured  and  a  plundered  nation  i 
if  this  should  ever  happen  to  be  our  un- 
fortunate condition,  tne  people  will  cer- 
tainly make  a  struggle  for  the  preservation 
of  their  ancient  constituticm ;  thip  will 
certainly  be  the  case ;  I  know  it  must  be 
the  case,  and  when  it  is,  I  hope  those  who 
shall  bring  us  under  such  hardcircumstances 
will  find,  that  even  this  army  <^  18,000 
men  will  not  be  able  to  stand  against  the 
whole  people  of  England.  I  have  a  great 
opinion  of  many  gentlemen  who  have  now 
commands  in  the  army,  and  if  such  a  case 
should  happen,  while  they  have  any  com- 
mand, I  make  no  doubt  but  they  would 
behave  as  their  predecessors  did  at  the  re- 
volution ;  1  dare  say,  that  most  of  them 
would  soon  be  found,  of  the  people's  side 
of  the  question. — If  we  are.  Sir,  to  have 
any  share  in  the  war,  the  addition  of  1800 
men  is  but  a  bauble ;  and  if  we  are  to  have 
no  share,  why  should  we  bring  any  addi- 
tional expence  upon  the  people  ?  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  not  say  posi* 
tively,  that  we  werr  engaged  or  were  not 
engaged,  or  that  we  were  or  were  not  to 
be  engaged,  but  that  we  mi^ht  be  engaged 
relatively  and  consequentially;  and  this 
refined  cjuibbling.  Sir,  is,  it  seems  all  the 
satisfaction,  all  the  reasons  he  will  vouch- 
safe to  give  gentlemen,  for  acreeing  to  the 
demand  now  made  upon  Uiem.  Is  an 
English  House  of  Commons  to  take  this 
as  a  rer>3on  for  breaking  in  upon  their  con- 
stitution, and  for  loading  their  constituente 
with  taxes  ?  Surely,  Sir,  let  our  condition 
be  never  so  bad,  and  I  believe  it  is  bad 
enough,  if  the  advice  of  parliament  is 
wanted  on  that  occasion,  if  their  assistance 
be  desired,  they  ought  to  have  a  full  in- 
formation of  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  nation,  and  they  ought  to  have  suffi- 
cient reasons  given  for  the  demand  that  is 
made.  But  it  seems  we  are  for  the  future 
to  have  no  other  reason  giVen  us  for  com- 
plying with  any  demand  that  comes  from 
the  crown,  but  only  because  it  is  asked ;^ 
and  if  any  gentleman  scruples  to  take  that" 
as  a  sufficient  reason,  he  is,  it  seems,  al- 
ways to  be  told,  that  his  not  agreeing 
readily  to  the  demand  will  be  looked  udoa 
XT] 


Digitized  by 


Google* 


875]  r  GEORGE  H. 

as  a  want  of  respect  to  the  crown :  let  us^ 
8ir,  haYe  all  due  respect  to  the  crown,  but 
for  God's  sake  let  us  have  likewise  some 
regard  to  ourselves  and  to  our  fellow-sub- 
iects,  without  which  I  am  sure  we  have  no 
business  here,  nor  can  the  nation  ever  reap 
any  benefit  from  our  meeting  in  this 
place. — The  extraordinary  expence  of  the 
augmentation  now  asked  for,  is  said  to  be 
but  34?  or  35,000/.  It  is,  at  least,  35,000/. 
which  is  a  sum  that  may,  perhaps,  sound 
but  little  in  those  cars  which  are  accustomed 
to  millions,  yet  it  is  a  great  sum,  and  will 
be  thought  so  by  the  people  of  England, 
who  are  already  over-burdened  with  taxes 
and  impositions:  it  is  an  additional  expence 
which  no  man  ought  to  consent  to,  unless 
he  sees  an  absolute  necessity  for  so  doing: 
the  honourable  gentleman,  it  is  true,  sa)rs 
that  the  necessity  is  apparent,  and  that  it 
speaks  for  itself;  it  is  well  it  does  so,  for 
no  gentleman  has  as  yet  thought  fit  to  say 
any  thing  for  it ;  but  as  I  neither  can  see 
•  this  apparent  necessity,  nor  hear  it  speak 
for  itself,  I  must  therefore  as  yet  be  for 
Ihe  amendment  which  has  been  proposed. 

Sir  William  Yonge  replied: 

Sir;  The  question  now  before  us  is,  in 
my  opinion,  so  reasonable,  and  the  ad- 
'ditional  expence,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  was  pleased  to 
call  a  great  sum,  is,  I  think,  so  far  other- 
wise, that  I  believe  every  eentleman  in  this 
House,  when  he  heard  this  motion  made, 
was  surprized  at  the  modesty  of  the  de- 
r  mand,  and  could  not  but  admire  his  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom  and  the  great  care  he  had 
of  doing  nothing  that  might  be  burden- 
some to  his  people. — Gentlemen  may,  if 
they  will,  shut  their  eyes,  and  not  see 
that  object  which  stands  before  them 
in  the  clearest  light ;  but  the  necessity'  of 
what  is  now  proposed  is  to  me  as  m»parent 
as  the  sun  at  noon-day.  Though  wc  be 
not  as  yet  any  way  engaged  in  the  war 
BOW  carried  on  in  Europe,*  yet  no  man 
•can  answer  for  future  events,  nor  can 
wc  know  what  resolutions  foreign  courts 
may  hereafter  come  to :  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son, that  we  ought  to  be  always  well  pro- 
Tided  for  our  defence  against  any  sudden 
attempts,  that  may  be  resolved  on  or  made 
•against  us ;  and  we  certamly  ought  to  be 
better  provided  for  our  defence,  when  our 
neighbours  are  at  war,  than  when  they  fire 
in  a  state  of  profound  tranquillity.  Vv  hen 
they  are  at  war,  they  always  liave  armies  in 
.the  field,  and  fleets  at  sea;  they  have 
•many  preteaces  for  marching  their  armies 
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wherever  they  have  a  mind,  and  for  fitting 
out  what  fleets,  and  at  what  places  they 
think  proper ;  with  some  of  these  they  mar 
come  upon  us  unawares,  and  when  we  think 
that  their  warlike  preparations  are  designed 
against  those  they  are  actually  at  war 
with.  Whereas,  m  time  of  peace,  though 
they  have  standhig  armies,  yet  lliose  ar- 
mies are  dispersed  and  in  Quarters;  and  if 
any  number  of  them  should  Be  gathered 
together,  and  prepared  for  an  expedition, 
we  should  have  a  right  to  demand  the 
reason  for  such  preparations;  and  we  could 
easily  judge,  whether  or  no  they  were,  or 
could  be  designed  against  us ;  as  to  their 
fieet  it  is  the  same,  though  in  time  o^eace 
they  have  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  other 
jships,  yet  their  men  of  war  are  mostly 
laid  up  in  their  docks,  and  their  other 
ships  employed  in  their  proper  business; 
ana  if  they  should  begin  to  nt  out  a  fleet, 
and  prepare  for  a  naval  expedition,  we 
should  have  a  right  to  demand  whither  they 
were  designed ;  and  could  easily  judge, 
whether  or  no  they  could  be  intenaed  for 
an  invasion  upon  us ;  in  either  of  which 
cases,  we  should  have  time  to  prepare  for 
giving  them  a  proper  reception :  From  this 
consideration  it  appears  evident  to  me, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  both  a 
great  fleet  at  sea,  and  a  more  numerous 
army  at  land,  when  our  neighbours  are 
engaged  in  war,  than  we  have  occasion  for 
when  they  arc  all  in  a  profound  peace ; 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  augmen- 
tation now  proposed  is  the  least  that  can 
be  judged  necessary. — As  to  the  conjec- 
tures. Sir,  which  gentlemen  have  been 
pleased  to  throw  out,  of  what  may  be  lA* 
tended  when  peace  shall  be  again  restored 
to  Europe,  I  think  no  gentleman  now  in 
this  House  is  any  way  concerned  in  them^ 
or  obliged  to  give  any  answer  to  what  has 
been  said  upon  that  subject:  If  what 
ought  to  be  then  done  be  not  done,  let 
those  who  shall  then  have  the  honour  to 
advise  the  King  answer  for  it ;  but  a  sup- 
pofcition  that  Aey  ^11  not  do  their  duty, 
can  be  no  reason  for  us  to  neglect  or  to 
refuse  doing  our  duty  upon  tne  present 
emergency.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  had  heard  no 
body  speak,  or  give  any  reason  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  augmentation  proposed ;  if 
it  be  so,  I  am  sure  I  have  heard  no  gentle- 
man say  any  thing  against  it,  and  tliere- 
fore,  since  nothing  has  been  said  of  either 
side  of  the  question,  let  every  gentleman 
give  his  Vote,  according  to  what  his 
thoughts  may  suggest  to  him. 
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Sir  Joseph  JekyU  said : 

Sir;  As  I  shall  always  shew  a  ready 
compliance  with  any  demands,  which  his 
Majesty  shall  please  to  make,  when  I  see 
they  aire  requisite  for  supporting  or  de- 
fending the  honour  and  interest  of  this 
nation:  so  I  shall  always  be  extremely 
cautious  of  agreeing  to  any  thing,  that 
may  bring  new  loads  upon  the  people, 
by  increasing  the  public  expence,  un- 
less when  I  plainly  see  an  tibsolute  ne- 
csessity  for  it ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  cannot, 
for  all  I  have  yet  seen  or  heard,  agree  to 
the  present  motion.  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
ihe  present  state  of  affiiirs  abroad,  but  as 
we  are  not  as  yet  any  way  engaged  in  the 
quarrel,  I  can  see  no  danger  we  are  in 
from  any  power  abroad,  and  therefore  can 
find  no  reason  for  our  making  any  addi- 
tional provision  for  our  defence ;  for  thou^ 
we  were  really  in  some  danger,  we  have,  m 
loy  opinion,  sufficiently  provided  agamst 
it,  by  the  lai^  armaments  we  have  already 
voted  for  the  sea-service,  which,  as  it  is 
our  natural  defence,  was  dbperfully,  and,  I 
may  say,  unanimously  agreed  to:  Nay, 
if  we  were  to  give  some  assistance  to 
some  of  the  powejs  engaged  in  the 
war,  which  no  gendeman  has  yet  said 
we  are,  it  is  certain  that  we  may  assist 
them  as  effectually  by  our  fleet  as  by  our 
land-forces,  and  in  such  case  I  should  be 
for  augmenting  our  naval  force  rather  than 
our  land-army. — The  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  spoke  last,  endeavoured  to  shew, 
that  we  oi^ht  to  be  better  provided  for 
our  defence,  when  our  neighbours  are  en- 
gaged in  war,  than  when  they  arc  in  a 
prodTound  peace  ;  but  in  my  opinion,  if  we 
are  no  way  engaged  in  me  quarrel,  we 
have  then  less  occasion  to  provide  for  our 
defence;  because  when  our  neighbours 
are  engaged  against  one  another,  they 
will  certamly  be  so  far  from  doing  any 
thing  that  may  disoblige  us,  that  we  must 
then  be  courted  by  both  parties,  if  not  for 
our  assistance,  at  least  tor  this,  that  we 
observe  an  exact  neutrality ;  and  to  me 
it  really  seems  a  paradox  to  say,  that  any  na- 
tion in  Europe  will  be  the  more  ready  to 
attack  us,  because  they  are  already  deeply 
engaged  agamst  another  enemy*  For  tnis 
reason  I  must  conclude,  that  we  are  in  no 
dang^  of  being  attacked,  imtil  we  come 
to  a  resoluticm  to  join  one  side  or  other ; 
wl»en  we  have  once  come  to  such  a  reso- 
faition,  we  ought  to  provide  for  offence,  as 
well  as  defence,  and  until  then  we  ought  to 
save  as  much  as  possible,  that  we  may  be 
able  to  execute  our  resolution,  when  taken, 


with  die  more  vigour. — Gentlemen  talk 
of  France,  and  of  the  great  armies  they 
have  in  the  field,  and  the  great  fleets  they 
have  at  sea ;  but  I  am  sure  we  can  be  at 
present  under  no  apprehensions  from  them : 
that  nation  has  now  work  enough  upon  ' 
their  hands,  in  sending  two  ereat  armies 
to  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  pro-i 
viding  at  the  same  time  for  their  own  se- 
curity at  home  ;  and  whatever  fleets  they 
may  liave  at  sea,  it  is  certain,  that  they 
will  have  occasion  for  them  elsewhere  ; 
nay,  even  though  they  had  not,  I  doubt 
much  if  it  be  in  their  power  to  send  any 
such  fleets  to  sea,  as  could  give  us  just 
cause  of  fear.  When  gentlemen  talk  of 
invasions,  I  hope  they  do  not  think  that 
this  nation  is  to  be  conquered  by  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  men;  and  unless  they 
could  send  at  once  such  an  army,  as  would 
be  able  to  conquer  the  nation,  any  lesser 
number  would  be  just  so  many  men  thrown 
away  ;  for  our  fleet  would  not  only  pre*  ^ 
vent  succours  from  coming  to  them,  but 
would  likewise  prevent  its  being  in  dm 
power  of  those  who  landed,  to  make  their 
escape  out  of  the  island. — But  besides,  its 
not  being  in  the  power  of  France  to  attempt 
any  thing  at  present  against  us,  I  believo 
it  is  not  in  their  inclinadon :  they  cer- 
tainly look  upon  us  as  their  allies,  ana  have, 
I  believe,  good  reason  for  so  doing;  I 
shall  not  enter  into  a  disquisidon  oi  the 
many  engagements  we  are  at  present 
under  to  foreign  powers,  but  I  am  afraid 
they  are  such,  that  whatever  measures  we 
may  pursue  with  respect  to  the  present 
war,  It  will  not  be  easy  to  reconcile  the 
honour  and  the  interest  of\this  nation.  Vl 
our  interest  should  call  upon  us  to  assist 
the  emperor  and  his  allies,  I  am  afraid  we 
must  forfeit  our  honour  to  France  and  hor 
allies ;  and  if  our  interest  call  upon  us  to 
assist  France  and  Spain,  we  must  equally 
forfeit  our  honour  to  the  emperor  ;  nay, 
if  we  should  observe  an  exact  neutrality,  I 
am  afraid  both  pardes  would  have  some 
grounds  for  accusing  us  of  a  breach  of 
taith  ;  I  shall  not  pretend  to  give  names  or 
epithets  to  any  measure,  or  to  any  mi- 
nister ;  but  a  management,  which  has 
brought  the  honour  and  interest  of  the 
nadon  thus^  clash,  I  cannot  applaud. — 
As  the  design  of  proposing  the  amendment, 
which  has  beai  offered,  seems  to  be  only 
in  order  to  procure  some  information,  or 
some  reasons  for  the  augmentadon  de* 
manded,  I  must  say,  that  if  the  demand 
on  one  side  be  dioiight  so  very  modest, 
it  must  be  grantedi^  that  what  is  asked  (» 
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the  other  side  is  full  as  modest ;  and  if  no- 
thing has  been  said  for  or  against  the  aug- 
mentation, it  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
complied  with ;  for  there  is  an  eternal 
reason  against  it,  which  every  member  of 
this  House  must  know :  the  people  of 
England  are  not  to  be  loaded  with  unne- 
cessary charges;  if  this  new  charge  be 
unnecessary,  it  ought  not  to  be  complied 
with  ;  and  if  there  be  a  necessity  for  it, 
that  necessity  ought  to  be  shewn  to  this 
House ;  the  parliament  has  as  good  a  right 
to  have  the  reasons  for  any  demand  from 
the  crown  laid  before  them,  nay,  a  better, 
m  my  opinion,  than  the  crown  has  to  ex- 
pect a  compliance,  without  shewing  them 
any  reasons  for  their  so  doing  ;  and  there- 
fore, until  some  reasons  be  onercd  for  our 
compljrinff  with  the  demand,  I  shall  be  for 
Uie  amendment. 

Mr.  Talbot  spoke  next  in  &vour  of  the 
augmentation : 

Sir ;  I  am  heartilv  sorry  I  should  differ 
from  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man over  the  way,  with  whom  I  have  al- 
ways, until  now,  concurred  in  questions  of 
this  nature  ;  and  for  whom  I  have  the 
greatest  respect  and  esteem.  As  I  have 
always  been  one  of  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  appeared  against  keeping  up  numer- 
ous standing  armies  in  tmie  of  peace,  I 
think  myseff  obliged  to  give  my  reasons 
before  I  give  my  vote  for  the  augmentation 
proposed ;  for  though  I  never  diou^ht, 
that  we  oueht  to  keep  up  a  large  standmg- 
army  in  time  of  a  profound  peace,  yet 
when  there  is  a  war  actually  kindled  in 
Europe;  when  our  neighbours  are  all 
makin?  vast  military  preparations,  I  must 
think  uiat  we  ought  tnen  to  add  a  little  to 
our  forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  not  only 
for  our  own  security  at  bome^  but  likewise 
to  add  to  the  influence  which  we  may 
have,  and  ought  to  aspire  to,  with  all  the 
parties  engaged  in  the  war. — It  is' certain. 
Sir,  that  if  there  were  na  parties  nor  dlvi- 
5ion8  among  us,  this  nation  would  have  no 
occasion  to  be  afraid  of  ton  or  twelve 
thousand  men  poured"  in  by  surprize  upon 
us  ;  in  such  case  I  do  not  bdievc  any 
power  in  Europe  would  attempt  to  invade 
us  with  double  the  number ;  but  as  there 
aiv  parties  and  divisions  among  us,  and 
always  will  be,  as  long  as  we  are  a  firee  peoi- 
pie,  ten  or  twelve  thousand  foreigners, 
joined  by  all  the  power  of  the  disaffected 
amongst  ourselves,  might  do  us  a  great 
ileal  of  mischief,  if  not  overturn  our  pre- 
f^ttt  happy  establishment,  especially  it  we 
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had  but  a  small  number  of  regular  forces 
at  home« — ^It  is  likewise  certain.  Sir,  that 
none  of  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war 
will  attack  us,  or  do  any  thing  to  dis- 
oblige us  as  long  as  we  remain  quiet,  and 
they  are  under  no  apprehensions  of  our 
going  to  join  with  thefr  enemies.  But 
when  such  a  general  war  is  broke  forth  in 
Europe,  when  the  united  forces  of  France, 
Spain,  and  ^dinia,  are  tearing  the  em- 
peror's  dominions  in  Italy  asunder,  are  we 
to  be  altogether  unattentive  ?  Are  we  to 
sit  intirely  regardless  of  a  war,  which  may 
end  in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe  ?  Surely,  Sir,  we  are 
not ;  and  if  we  should  resolve  to  join  either 
party  engaged  in  the  war,  or  if  either  of 
them  should,  but  suspect  such  a  thing, 
would  not  the  party  against  whom  we 
should  resolve  to  join,  or  who  suspected 
that  we  were  to  come  to  such  a  resolution ; 
would  not  that  party,  I  say,  attempt  to 
make  a  sudden  invasion  upon  us  r  For 
though  they  could  not  perhaps  expect  im- 
mediate success,  yet  it  mignt  give  such  a 
diversion  to  the  arms  of  mis  nation,  at 
might  prevent  its  being  in  our  power  to 
put  a  stop  to  their  ambitious  views,  or  to 
preserve  tne  balance  of  power  in  Europe.— 
In  this  case.  Sir,  it  is  of  no  weight  to  say, 
that  after  we  have  come  to  such  a  reso- 
lution, it  will  be  time  enough  to  provide 
for  our  defence  ;  for,  as  I  have  said,  the 
apprehensions  of  our  neighbomrs  may  be 
suracient  cause  for  them  to  invade  us,  and 
those  apprehensions  we  can  know  nothing 
of  until  we  feel  the  effects  of  them  ;  but 
even  as  to  our  own  resolutions,  they  may 
happen  to  be  discovered,  as  soon  as  taken; 
and  as  it  requires  a  lon^  time  to  raise  any 
land-forces,  and  to  discipline  the  men,  s6 
as  to  make  them  fit  for  service,  it  will  be 
too  late  then  to  begin  only  to  provide  for 
our  security  at  home ;  we  ought,  before 
we  agree  to  any  such  resolutions,  at  least 
to  be  secure  at  home  ;  and  then,  aher  it  is 
taken,  we  may  with  ease  provide  for  acting 
an  offensive  part. — Upon  the  whole.  Sir, 
if  any  very  Uu*ge  augmentation  had  been 
how  demanded,  I  should  not  perhaps  have 
given  my  votefot  compljring  with  that*  de- 
mand, without  having  been  a  little  better 
informed  as  to  the  necessity  for  making 
such  an  augmentation ;  but  the  augmen- 
tation now  asked  is  so  small,  that  1  look 
upon  it  as  done  chiefly  with  a  view  of 
shewing  the  world,  that  there  is  a  good 
harmony  subsisting  between  his  Majesty 
and  his  parliament,  whidi,  perhaps,  some 
powers  abroad  have  been  made  to  doubt 
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of:  and  therefore  I  shall  not  only  heartily 
c:ompl  V  with  the  demand  made  by  his  Ma^- 
jesty,  mit  I  wish  that  no  sort  of  unwilling- 
Ben  had  been  shewn  by  any  gentleman  m 
this  House ;  for  as  nothing  can  give  so 
great  a  wei^t  to  the  counsels  of  this 
nation  among  foreign  princes,  as  a  strict 
union  between  the  king  and  his  parliament ; 
so  nothing  can  give  such  a  stab  to  our  in<- 
fluence  abroad,  as  an  attempt  to  destroy 
that  imion ;  and  if  Great  nntain  should 
lose  all  the  weight  it  has  in  the  scale  o£ 
Europe^  to  what  a  pass  it  might  bring  the 
afiirs  of  Europe  I  shall  leave  to  gentlemen 
to  judge. — In  short.  Sir,  Chose  who  oppo^ 
an  anny,  as  well  when  it  is  become  neces- 
lary  as  when  it  was  unnecessary,  I  must 
suspect  of  havins  some  other  reasons  for 
theur  so  doing,  man  those  they  publicly 
avow.  To  me  the  necessity  ox  the  aug- 
mentation asked  impears  to  be  sufficiently 
evident,  therefore  I  am  ready  to  give  my 
vote  against  the  amendment  proposed. 

Afrernim  Mr.  Wyndham  spoKe  against 
the  augmentation ;  and  then 

Sir  John  St,  Aubin  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  agree 
to  the  motion  as  it  now  stands,  because  I 
have  as  yet  heard  no  reason  given  for  con- 
vincing me,  that  the  augmentation  now  de- 
mand^ 18  necessary;  for  though  it  be 
called  but  a  small  number,  yet  to  me  and 
to  all  those  gentlemen,  who  were  last  year 
of  opmion,  that  the  number  of  land-forces 
then  voted  was  by  much  too  large,  the 
aiu^mentation  must  ^pear  to  be  very  con- 
sderable,  as  has  been  already  observed. 
By  the  arguments  I  had  formerly  heard 
for  continuing  die  army,  and  the  argu- 
ments I  now  hear  for  augmenting  the 
army,  it  appears  plain  to  me,  that  some 
gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  an  army,  of 
at  least  18,000  men,  will  always  be  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  our  government, 
and  consequently  must  become  a  part  of 
our  constitution ;  for  when  our  neighbours 
are  all  at  peace,  we  are  told  that  we  must 
keep  up  at  leaist  that  number  of  regular 
troops,  because  our  neighbours  nave 
nothing  to  do  with  their  troops  elsewhere, 
and  may  therefore  make  sudden  and  unex- 
pected invasions  upon  us ;  and  when  any 
two  of  our  neighbours  are  at  war  with  one 
another,  which  is  the  present  QBse,  we  are 
told  we  muat  keep  up  a  numerous  Standing- 
Arm^,  because  our  neighbours  have  large 
Armies  in  the  field,  and  great  Fleets  at 
sea,  which  they  may  turn  suddenly  against 
«s^  hare^  Sir,  a  very  good  opimon  of 


tlie  English  Soldiery,  and  when  they  have 
been  properly  employed,  and  kept  in  ac- 
tion, tney  have  always  done  great  honour 
to  their  country ;  but  an  army  kept  her6 
at  home,  in  a  state  of  inaction,  and  wanton- 
ing in  lewdness  and  luxury  till  they  hav^ 
quite  lost  the  true  spirit  of  Englishmen^ 
and  are  become  fit  to  be  maoie  slaves 
themselves,  may  easily  be  persuaded  to 
make  slaves  of  tlieir  fellow-subjects ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  always  be  against  keep« 
in^  up  a  numerous  regular  army  wi^n  ; 
this  Island,  let  the  pretences  for  it  be  ne« 
ver  so  plausible :  our  government  has  been 
supported  for  many  ages  without  any  such 
army,  and  even  during  the  whole  course  of 
the  last  two  great  wars,  there  never  was  a 
greater  number  of  forces  kept  at  home  for 
Uie  defence  of  this  nation,  than  the  ad- 
ditional number  now  proposed,  above  what 
I,  as  well  as  a  great  many  other  gentlemen, 
thought  necessary  last  year  to  be  kept  up.. 
Gentlemen  talk  of  parties  and  division^ 
among  us,  and  of  its  being  necessary  for 
us  to  pr^mre  for  our  defence  before  we 
come  to  any  resolution;  there  maybe 
little  divisipns  amons  us,  but  as  long  as  his 
Majesty  enjoys  the  anections  of  his  people, 
those  divisions  would  immediately  Cease 
upon  the  approach  of  a  foreign  enemy ;  we 
would  all  then  unite  in  the  defence  of  our 
king  and  country ;  and  as  to  preparing  for 
our  defence,  it  is  certain,  that  halt  tha 
number  of  the  troops  we  now  have,  would 
be  sufficient  to  repel  any  such  invasion  that 
could  be  suddenly  brought  upon  us;  and  if 
any  design  should  be  formed  to  invade  us 
with  a  great  number  of  troops,  would  not 
they  require  a  great  number  of  transport- 
ships  ?  could  such  a  naval  armament  be 
prepared  without  our  hearing  of  it  t  and 
nave  not  we  already  voted  a  great  naval 
force,  with  which  we  might  easily  block 
up  our  enemies  in  their  own  harbour  ? — 
While  the  true  maxims  of  English  policy 
are  {)ursued,  neither  his  Maiesty,  nor  any 
of  his  successors,  will  ever  have  an  occa- 
sion for  standing  armies ;  the  King  will  al- 
ways find  a  security  for  his  person  and 
government  in  the  hearts  and  purses  of  his 
people ;  but  if  ever  a  vicious  minister  shaS; 
begin  to  act. upon  other  maxims,  armiea 
may  then  become  necessary  to  skreen  thft 
piinister,  or  even  to  support  his  master  i 
and  such  a  minister  may  perhaps  find  a 
cormpt  parliament,  servilely  and  slavishly 
complying  with  his  most  unreasonable  de>> 
mands :  tnis  may  support  him  for  a  while, 
but  the  spirit  of  the  people  will  be  rouzed 
at  last,  and  eveii  that  army,,  in  which  ha 
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puis  his  sole  trust,  may  probably  join 
with  the  rest  of  th'eii;  countrjmien,  in  taking 
Tengeance  on  the  man  who  attempted  to 
enslave  his  country. 

This  I  say,  may  probably  be  the  case ; 
but  as  standing  armies  may  be  so  modelled 
and  managed,  as  to  become  proper  tools  for 
tjrannicalpower,  therefore  there  is  nothing 
a  free  people  ought  to  be  more  cautious  of; 
and  as  I  can  sec  no  necessity  for  the  aug- 
mentation proposed,  I  cannot  give  my  con- 
sent to  the  proposition.  I  do  not,  indeed, 
know  our  present  situation ;  but  whatever 
It  may  be  I  must  sav,  that  if,  by  the  igno-: 
ranee  of  him  at  the  helm,  if  by  his  shifting 
the  sails  at  every  turn  of  the  wind,  our 
ship  be  brought  into  great  distress,  and 
our  reckoning  quite  lost,  he  ought  in  jus- 
tice and  modesty  to  resign  the  helm.  A 
general  council  ought  to  .be  called,  and 
every  particular  circumstance  laid  fully 
before  them,  that  they  may  irom  thence 
leam  how  affiurs  stand,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  judge  how  to  put  the  ship  in  a  right 
course. 

Col.  Cholmondeley,  'member  for  Bossi- 
ney,  spoke  next  for  the  augmentation; 
and  then  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
amendment  proposed  by  sir.  William 
Wyndham,  which  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive by  262  against  162.  After  this,  the 
question  was  put  upon  th#  first  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division  ; 
and  then  the  following  resolution  was 
likewise  agreed  to.  That  647,4*29/.  1  Is.  Sd{. 
%e  granted  to  liis  Majesty^  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  17,704  men  for  guards,  gar- 
risons, and  other  his  Majesty'sland-  forces 
in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey,  and  Jersey,  for 
the  year  1734. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Lord  Mor- 
peth^s  Motion  for  a  Bill  to  prevent  any 
Commission  Cmlcer^  not  above  the  rank  of  a 
Colonel  of  a  Hcgimentffrom  beins  removed^ 
unless  by  a  Court- Martial,  or  by  Address 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,*  ]  Feb.  1 3. 
The  Mutiny  bill  having  been  read  a  second 

*  <*  As  this  was  understood  to  be  the  last  ses- 
«ion  of  ihe  tbeo  parliament,  the  members  in  the 
opposition  exerted  themselves  with  an  nnusual 
vigour  to  give  the  nation  very  disag^reeable  im- 
pr^sions  of  the  adrotnistration.  The  remo- 
val of  the  duke  of  Bolton  and  the  lord  Cob- 
ham  from  their  regimenti,  was  represented  in 
tbti  most  odious  colours  as  an  arbitrary  act  of 
the  minister,  who  was  resolved  to  garble  the 
army  so,  that  no  officer  in  it  should  dare  to  vote 
u^ainst  him  in  cither  Honse  of  Parliament. 
They  who  knew  better,  were  sensible  that  this 
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time,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House, 

Lord  Viscount  Morpeth  stood  up  and 
spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  Though  an  army  be,  at 
yet,  no  part  of  our  constitution,  yet  we 
find  the  parliament  has  of  late  thought 


neither  was,  nor  could  be,  an  act  of  the  minu- 
ter ;  because  his  Majesty  had  an  inherent  right 
to  dismiss  or  appobt  what  officers  of  the  amy 
be  thought  fit ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  exercises 
of  power  upon  whidi  the  safety  of  theconsti- 
tuUon  depends.  Notwithstanding  thb,  the  mi- 
nisters enemies  werp  absurd  enough  to  make  a 
biotion  on  the  15th  of  February,  which  tend- 
ed to  an  absolute  unhinging  of  the  constitution, 
because  it  tended  to  make  the  officers  of  the 
army  independent  of  the  crown."    Tindal. 

**  It  must  be  acknowledged,  the  oppositioa 
were  by  this  time  irritated  into  such  personal 
animosity  against  the  minister,  that  they  re- 
solved to  opi)ose  all  his  measures,  whHher  they 
mii^ht  or  might  not  be  necessary  for  the  safety 
and  advantage  of  the  kingdom.  Nor  indeed 
were  they  ^altogether  bUuneable  for  acting  on 
this  maxim,  if  their  sole  aim  was  to  remove 
from  the  confidence  and  councils  of  thehr  sove- 
rei^,  a  man  whose  conduct  they  thought  bre^ 
jn£cial  to  the  interest  and  liberties  of  their 
country.  They  could  not,  however,  prevent 
the  augmentation  proposed :  but  they  resolved, 
if  the  could  not  wholiy  stop  the  career  of  the 
ministry,  to  thro\i'  in  such  a  number  of  rubs  a$ 
should  at  least  retard  their  progress.  The 
dnke  of  Bolton  and  lord  Cobbam  bad  been  de- 
prived of  the  regiments  they  commanded,  be- 
cause they  refcwed  to  concur  in  every  project 
oftheadminisCRition.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  their  dismission,  that  lord  Morpeth  moved 
for  a  bill  to  prevent  any  commission-officer^ 
not  above  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  from  being  re- 
moved, unless  by  a  court  martial,  or  by  ad- 
dress of  either  house  of  parliament.  Such  an 
attack  on  the  prerogative  might  have  succeed* 
ed  in  the  latter  p^  of  the  reign  of  the  first 
Charles ;  bu$  at  tnis  juncture  could  not  fiul  t^ 
miscarry :-  vet  it  was  sustained  with  great  vi* 
gonr  and  address.''    SmoQett. 

**  The  spirit  of  opposition  was  carried  to  aoch 
an  excess,  that  the  minority  not  only  resisted 
every  measure  of  goverament  with  uoabatioi^ 
pertinacity,  but  brought  forwards  a  (^uestioo 
that  had  a  direct  tendency  to  undermme  and 
destroy  the  constitntion  which  they  affected  so 
zealously  to  admire.  In  fact,  this  attempt  had 
so  direct  a  tendency  to  renew  that  military  in^ 
dependanoe,  which^in  the  last  century  hadaeb* 
vertpd  the  throne,  and  enslaved  ine  people* 
that  even  those  writers  who,  in  other  respects, 
invariably  decry  the  Walpole  adrainiatraiion^ 
have  not  scrnpled  to  reprobate  this  proposal. 
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pn^er  to  keep  a  much  greater  number  of 
forces  on  foot  in  this  kingdom,  than  was 
bowD  in  former  thne6.  I  have  always 
1)660  one  of  those,  who  thought  a  much 
less  number  sufficient  for  the  defence  of 
this  nation,  and  the  security  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  but  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  have  been  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
beii^  thereto  induced,  as  I  believe,  some-^ 
times  by  plots,  and  treasonable  conspira- 
des  at  home ;  and  at  other  times  by  the 
situation  of  our  a&irs  abroad,  ana  the 
precarious  state  in  which  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope happened  to  be  in  at  that  time.  This 
htt  been  our  unfortunate  case  for  many 
years  past,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  omr 
case  K)r  many  years  to  come  will  not  be 
much  better,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the 
same  numbegr  of  regular  forces,  or  perhaps 
a  greater  number,  may  be  thought  neces- 
sary to  be  continued  from  .year  to  year ; 
therefore  I  think  it  is  the  business  of  par- 
liament to  put  our  army  under  such  regu- 
lations, as  may  be  thought  proper  and  rc- 
cessary  for  the  security  of  our  constitution. 
^It  is  certain,  a  numerous  standing-army, 
intirely  under  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
or  of  any  one  man,  has  overturned  the  liber- 
ties of  most  countries,  and  must  always 
be  dangerous  to  this;  and  though  the 
parliament  has  hitherto  thought  fit  to  con- 
sent to  the  keeping  up  the  number  we 
have  at  present,  yet  it  is  well  known  what 
fears  and  apprehensions  that  measure  h^s 
created  in  the  minds  of  the  people ;   and 


^boogfa  it  was  supported  with  all  the  strength 
tf  raeir  fitvoorite  par^.  ^  The  metion  reliSed 
fo  the  removal  of  the  mike  of  Bolton  and  lord 
^^obbim  from  their  military  commands. 

**  Lord  Moipetb,  afW  the  reading  of  the 
iBvtiiiy  bill,  rose,  and  concluded  a  speech  full 
of  trrte  reflections  on  a  standing  army,  under 
^  bQueace  of  the  croirn,  on  the  danger  of 
vbitrary  power,  and  some  inapplicable  and  err 
V9QCOUS  allusions  to  the  constitution  of  Hol- 
la»l  and  Sweden,  by  moving  for  leave  to  biing 
ai  a  bill  '«  For  securing  the  constitutiun,  by 
preveothig  officers,  not  above  the  rank  of 
colonels  ^  re<nnQeot8,  from  being  deprived  of 
llwir  cosimisaions,  otherwise  than  bv  judg- 
Bi^  of  a  court  martial  to  be  held  ibr  that  pur- 
pMe,  or  by  address  of  either  House  of  Pariia- 
»€ot"  This  motion  was  argued  at  great 
length,  and  with  uncommon  warnnth;  'but 
™|fb  ancient  and  modem  history  was  van - 
lacked,  snd  every  topic  introdoced  introduced 
1*ieh  ingeDaKy  could  suggest,  few  obserra- 
^ioBi  worthy  of  record  were  produced.  The 
nuasQty  were  fuUj^  employed  in  defending 
^tbeir  prc^Kmtion  against  the  chii^es  with  which 
it  VIS  overwhelmed  by  the  niuisterial  advo- 
<^it«."  Coze's  Walpole. 
8 


therefore  it  is  become  necessary  for  us  to 
think  of  some  regulation  which  may  quiet 
them,  by  securing  our  constitution,  as  much 
as  possible,  agaitist  die  bad  consequences 
usually  attending  the  keeping  up  of  a 
standing-army;  this  may  be  eSected  in  a 
great  measure,  by  making  our  army  no| 
altogether  so  dependent  upon  the  crowo 
as  they  are  at  present ;  for  the  less  depen- 
dent tl^e  army  is  upon  any  one  man,  the 
less  dangerous  they  must  be  to  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country ;  and  with  this  view 
it  is  that  I  shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  mo- 
tion, which  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  general 
approbation. — There  is  one  power  now 
enjoyed  by  the  crown,  which  must  always 
be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequences; I  mean,  the  arbitrary  power 
now  lodged  in  the  crown  of  removing  the 
officers  of  the  army  at  pleasure :  at  present 
the  crown,  or  rs^er  the  ministers  and 
favourites  of  the  crown,  may  remove  any 
officer  of  the  army,  without  any  reason  or 
cause  assigned,  nay,  even  without  so  much 
as  accusing  him  ot  any  crime  or  neglect  in 
his  military  capacity;  and  this  power 
must  appear  to  eveiy  gentleman  to  be  the 
more  dangerous,  wnen  we  consider  how 
many  genUemep  of  the  army  have  seats  in 
this  House,  as  well  as  in  the  other  House 
of  parliament. — In  all  the  other  countries 
of  Europe  which  have  any  pretences  to 
liberty,  tnough  there  are  pernaps  none  of 
them  that  enjoy  so  much  freeaorti  as  we 
do,  yet  there  are,  by  their  laws,  some  wise 
provisions  made,  witli  respect  to  their  ar- 
mies :  In  Holland  no  officer  can  be  broke 
but  by  sentence  of  a  Court  Martial ;  but 
in  Sweden,  during  the  reign  of  their  last 
King,  they  were  so  sensible  of  the  many 
inconveniences  and  great  dangers  of  this 
absolute^ower,  which  their  Kin^  had  over 
the  army,  that  upon  his  demise,  they  made 
a  law,  tnat  no  officer  should  thereiu^r  be 
removed  from  his  commission  in  the  army, 
without  the  consent  of  the  senate.  This 
must  shew  what  opmion  all  oiir  nei^hbourS| 
who  have  any  regard  for  the  liberty  of 
their  country,  have  of  this  arbitrary  power 
in  the  crown ;  and,  as  I  hope,  there  are 
no  people  upon  the  earth  who  have  a 
greater  regard  to  the  liberty  of  their 
countr}^,  than  the  gentlemen  who  now 
hear  me,  I  shall  therefore,  without  farther 
opening  tliis  aftair,  move,  That  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
securing  the  constitution,  by  preventing 
the  officers  not  above  the  rant  of  Colonels 
of  Regiments,  of  such  land-forces  as  shall 
af' any  time  be  allowed  by  authority  of 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


287j 


7  OdOBGE  U. 


parliament^  from  being  deprired  of  their 
commifitionsy  otherwise  than  by  judgment 
of  a  court-martial  to  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  by  addrest  of  either  House  of 
Parliament. 

Sir  John  Rushout  seconded  the  motion 
thus: 

Sir;  The  noble  lord,  who  has  been 
pleased  to  make  you  the  motion,  has 
opened  it  in  so  full  and  so  clear  a  manner, 
and  has  made  it  i^pear  to  me  so  reason- 
able, that  I  cannot  help  joining  with  his 
lordship  in  it.  That  a  standing  army  is 
no  part  of  our  constitution,  wilTnot,  I  be- 
lieve, be  denied  by  any  gentleman  in  this 
House,  it  beincdedared  so  by  the  mutiny- 
bill,  which  we  have  just  now  read  a  second 
tune ;  but  yet  our  army  has  been  kept  up 
so  many  years,  and  is  likely  to  be  kept  up 
for  so  many  years  longer,  that  it  is  hi^h 
time  to  provide  some  aQtidote  for  that  evil, 
which  every  man  s6  justly  apprehends. — 
By  the  mutiny-bill  it  i^pears,  that  no 
'  common  soldier  can  be  punished  or  dis- 
missed as  j^ilty  of  a  crime,  till  he  be  first 
tried  and  round  guilty  by  the  sentence  of 
a  coiut-martial ;  that  the  officers  of  the 
army  should  be  in  a  worse  situation,  that 
they  should  be  liable  to  be  removed,  as  if 
suiity,  without  any  crime  so  much  as  al- 
&dged  against  them,  or  any  trial  or  sen- 
tence, appears  to  roe  so  inconsistent,  that 
lam  surprized  some  regulations  in  this  ^- 
ticular  has  not  been  made  long  a^.  The 
noble  lord,  who  made  this  motion,  took 
notice  that  there  were,  and,  I  believe, 
always  will  be,  a  great  many  officers  of 
the  army  who  have  seats  in  parliament; 
there  are  now  above  forty  who  have  seats 
in  this  House;  and  though  I  have  an  opi- 
nion of  them,  and  do  not  doubt  biit  that 
they  will  act  with  as  much  integrity  as 
any  other  gentlemen  in  the  House,  yet  as 
lon^  as  they  are  liable  to  be  turned  out  of 
their  commissions  at  the  the  pleasmre  of  a 
minister,  they  may  justly  suspect  that  the 
continuance  of  their  commissions  may  de- 
pend upon  their  behaviour  in  this  House ; 
and  therefore  it  mustbc  granted,  that  they 
are  more  liable  to  a  ministerial,  or  a  court- 
de^ndence  than  other  members  are ;  for 
which  reason,  I  am  sure  that  they  cannot 
disiqpprove  of  a  proposition,  meant  chiefly 
to  set  them  on  the  same  independent  foot 
that  otli^r  ffentlemen  are  on,  with  respect 
to  their  behaviour  in  this  House:  I  can* 
not  indeed  apprehend,  that  a  proposition 
in  itself  so  reasonable  can  meet  with  any 
oppoaitiojit  but  if  it  should^  I  maka  no 
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doubt  of  havinff  the  assistance  of  those 
ffentlemen  of  uie  army,  who  have  the 
honour  to  be  members  of  this  House,  in 
support  of  a  proposition  designed  for  their 
security,  as  well  as  for  secunng  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country ;  I  am  only  afraid 
lest  modesty  may  make  some  of  them  with- 
draw: Thiflfl  shall  besorry for;  butlhc^ 
none  of  them  will  shew  so  much  self-denial 
as  to  oppose  the  motion,  only  because  it  is 
for  their  private  interest  to  a^ree  to  it.  I 
shall  not  upon  this  occasi<m  give  the  House 
any  fiuther  trouble;  the  regulation  pro- 
posed is  so  apparently  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary, that  I  do  not  think  it  requires 
much  to  be  said,  either  to  explain  or  en- 
force it;  and  if  any  objections  should  be 
started,  I  hope  other  sentlemen  will  take 
care  to  remove  them,  Uierefore  I  shall  only 
second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Clutterbuck  stood  up,  and  opposed 
the  motion: 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  what  has   been 
said  by  the  noble  lora  who  made   the 
motion,  and  the  honourable  gentlenaap 
who  seconded  it,  I  cannot  give  my  concur* 
rence.    The  noble  lord  set  out  with  saying, 
that  a  standinff-arm;^  is  no  part  of  our  con- 
stitution; God  forbid  it  should  ever  be- 
come so :    But  is  certainv  that  the  parlia* 
ment  may  sometimes  find  it  necessary  to 
keep  up  a  standing-army  from  year  toyear^ 
for  the  support  and  defence  of  our  ccm- 
stitution ;   and  for  this  purpose  it  is,  that 
the  parliament  has  of  late  years  consented 
to  the  keeping  up  of  the  army,  whi<^ 
some  gentlemen  in  this  House  have,  in* 
deed  mought  to  consist  of  too  great  a 
number ;   but  I  do  not  remember  ever  to 
have  heard  it  so  much  as  insinuated,  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  any  regular  forces 
at  all  in  the  country.    The  constitution  of 
this  country  is  the  best  I  know,  or  ever 
heard  of;  and  therefore  I  shall  always 
think,  that  all  that  is  incumbent  upon  us, 
is  to  preserve  and  hand  it  down,  as  it  i* 
now,  to  those  that  shall  come  afle^r  us ;  but 
if  there  were  any  flaw  in  our  constitution,  I 
am  sure  the  proposition  now  made  to  us, 
would  be  so  rar  from  mending,  that  it 
would  intirely  sap  and  undermine  it.     It 
has  always  been  the  undoubted  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown,  to  make  and  remove 
the  officers  of  the  army  at  pleasure ;    this 
is  a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  to    in- 
vade the  prerogative,  or  wantonly  to  rob 
the  crown  of  any  part  of  it,  is  certainly  an 
invasion  of  our  constitution,  which  people 
ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  of;  for  if 
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me  once  begin  to  make  alterations  or  in- 
novations in  our  constitution,  it  will  not 
1^  so  easy  to  tell  where  it  will  end,  or  how 
fior  we  may  go :  If  we  once  begin,  we  may 
be  carried  such  lengths  as  may  intirely 
•abvert  that  constitution,  which  has  ren- 
dered this  nation  so  rich  and  so  powerful, 
and  which  makes  us  at  present  the  hap- 
piest people  upon  earth.  While  the  army 
continues  in  its  present  condition,  while 
the  officers  depend  upon  the  king  for  their 
commissions,  and  toe  whole  army  upon 
^  pariiament  for  its  contmuance  and 
pay»  our  constitutiim  cannot  be  subverted 
by  our  army,  nor  can  we  be  in  any  danger 
£rom  any  number  of  regular  forces  so  kept 
op;  but  if  this  prc^MMsition  should  take 
place,  it  would  niake  the  army  really  dan- 
gerous to  our  constitution;  the  army 
would  then  become  both  independent  of 
king  and  parliament,  and  might  soon  make 
th^mdves  masters  of  both.  There  are 
many  ciimes  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of, 
which  mj^tgivegood  and  suffidentreason 
to  his  Majesty  to  remove  hhn,  and  yet 
ihose  crimes  may  be  such  as  cfmnot  pro- 
perly be  tried  b^  a  court-martial ;  for  ex- 
ample, disaffection:  His  Majesty  and  ail 
nankindmay  be  fully  convmced  of  the 
disaffection  of  an  officer,  though  it  may 
be  impossible  to  prove  that  disaffection  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  court-martial ;  and 
yet  the  disaffection  may  be  so  flagrant, 
and  so  ready  to  break  forth  in  some  trea- 
sonable act^  that  the  safety  of  the  ^vem- 
ment,  the  very  being  of  our  constitution, 
may  depend  upon  the  immediate  removal 
of  that  officer;  and  as  this:  proposition, 
shduld  it  pass  into  a  law,  would  make 
such  offic^v  the  more  bold  and  enterpriz- 
nu^,the  consequence  of  their  disaffection, 
wmch  could  not  then  be  immediately  pre- 
vented, would  be  the  more  to  be  dreaded. 
The  noble  lord  mentioned  to  us  the  case 
of  some  of  our  neighbouring  countries, 
but  I  must  think,  that  when  we  see  other 
people  more  hap^y  or  more  free  than  our- 
sehres,  it  is  then  tune  enough  for  us  to  fly 
to  otl^^countries  to  seek  examples  for  our 
imitation :  And  as  to  the  case  of  Holland, 
I  cannot  say  I  have  lately  considered  that 
eoDstitution,  therefore  J  speak  with  un- 
certainty;  but  I  believe  that  as  to  their 
army  thieir  stadtholder  has  the  same  power 
&atour  Idnff  has;  he  may,  I  believe,  re- 
tnovethe  officers  of  the  army  at  pleasure, 
and  for  us  to  take  fronf  his  Majesty  that 
pover,  which  all  his'  royal  predecessors 
nave  enjqy^  which  even  me  states  of 
Holland  ifave  tnistedtheir  supreme  ma- 
[TOL.1X.] 


gistrate  with,  would,  in  my  opinion,  iq>pear 
very  strange,  especially  since  it  must  be 
granted,  that  his  Majesty  has  never  once 
made  an  ill  use  of  that  power,  or  done  any 
thing  to  deserve  its  being  taken  from  him. 
In  short,  I  take  this  proposition  to  be  a 
most  dangerous  innovation,  if  nota  thorough 
alteration  of  our  constitution ;  dierefora 
I  cannot  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  Sandys  said : 

Sir ;  I  am  very  much  surprized  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  spoko 
last,  say,  that  this  proposition  would  top 
and  undermine  our  constitution  ;  for  if  a 
standing-army  be  no  part  of  our  constitu- 
tion, as  he  himself  was  pleased  to  admit, 
how  can  it  be  possible  that  any  regulation 
with  respect  to  our  army,  can  sap  and  un«> 
dermine,  or  indeed  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
our  constitution  ?  It  is  certain,  that  our 
army  is  not  as  yet  any  part  of  our  constitu- 
tion ;  but  if  a'Standing-army  be  continued 
for  any  time  to  come,  upon  the  samefobt^ 
ing  it  is  at  present,  some  future  ambitious 
king,  or  criminal  prime-minister  may  model 
it  so  as  to  make  it  not  only  a  part,  but 
under  them,  the  whole  of  our  constitution. 
The  officers  of  the  army  and  other  depen- 
dents upon  the  crown,  may  at  last  become 
s»  numerous  in  both  houses  of  parliament^ 
that  they  may  come  to  be  almost  the  only 

Eersons  to  meet  here,  in  order  to  make 
iws  and  impose  taxes,  and  then  to  send 
their  orders  to  their  inferior  officers  and 
substitutes,  to  execute  those  laws,  and  levy 
those  taxes  ;  and  all  tills  under  the  direc- 
tion of  an  ambitious  priiice  or  wicked  mi- 
nister, who  may  make  a  blind  submission 
to  the  most  arbitrary  commands,  the  oiily 
tenure  by  which  they  are  to  hold  their 
commissions,  or  eycn  their  seats  in  parlia- 
m^dt ;  in  such  case  I  would  gladly  know 
where  we  could  find  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  people  of  England,  or  any 
other  constitution,  but  that  of  our  King, 
his  ministers,  and  his  army. 

The  prerogative  of  the  crown,  this  power 
which  our  kings  are  said  always  to  have 
enjoyed,  and  which  gentlemen  are  so  much 
afraid  of  the  crown's  being  robbed  o^  ia 
but  a  very  new  prerogative  ;  for  a  stand- 
ing-array IS  so  far  from  being  a  part. of  our 
constitution,  that  until  of  late  years  there 
never  was  any  such  thing  known  in  thia 
nation ;  until  the  revolution  we  never  had 
any  such  thing  as  a  regular  standing  army ; 
the  army  that  was  raised  at  that  time,  was 
raised  to  defend  our  liberties  and  proper^ 
ties,  and  to  assist  a  prince  who  came  t« 
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jrescue  us  fVom  slavery  ;  as  soon  as  .the 
danger  was  over,  it  was  always  understood 
that  the  army  was  to  be  disbanded,  but  the 
two  heavy  wars  we  were  successively  en- 
gaged in,  made  it  necessary  to  keep  up  a 
standing  ann^  during  the  reigns  of  that 
|)rince  and  his  successor ;  aad  ever  since 
that  time  there  have  always  been,  I  do 
not  know  how,  some  pretences  found  to 
keep  up  a  numerous  standing-army,  even 
m  times  of  the  most  profound  peac^  ;  so 
•that  we  seem  now  so  firmly  saddled  with 
It,  that  I  am  a&aid  few  gentlemen  in  this 
.House  will  live  to  see  our  present  army, 
jor  any  part  of  them,  reduced.  Before 
Ihe  revcuution,  those  armies,  by  which  we 
always  so  bravely  defended  ourselves, 
those  armies,  whidi  made  us  a  terror  to 
OUT  enemies,  were  armies  raised  among  the 
people,  upon  the  i^proach  of  danger ;  and 
as  soon  as  that  danger  was  over,  as  soon 
sm  peace  returned,  the  army  'was  dis- 
missed, and  the  soldiers  returned  to  their 
tunial  labour  and  industry;  in  those 
4ays  it  19  well  known  that  our  mili- 
tary  force  did  notintirely  depend  upon 
our  kings.  Tbi^  King,  indeed,  had  the 
.chief  command,  but  most  of  the  other  com^ 
manders  weresuch  as  were  diosen  by  their 
{Tespective  counties,  or  such  as  held  their 
commands  by  their  tenures,  and  could  not 
be  remov^  from  that  command,  without 
being  legally  found  suilty  of  a  crime,  no 
more  dian  tl^y  could  have  been  removed 
from  their  n^holds:  Therefore,  when 
gentlemen  talk  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
rrown,  which  they  aay  is  to  bi5  invaded  by 
$bis  proposition,  wey  must  be  understood 
(0  mean  only  that  prerogtUlve,  which  has 
grown  up  since  tb^  revolution.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  tha  prerogative  of  the  crown  has 
$lwBiys  been  a  very  growil^  part  of  our 
txmstitution»  and  for  thb  reason  oi:ir  ances- 
tors have  often  been  obliged  to  clq>  and 
|mre  it,  otherwise  all  the  mierties  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  people  would  Jong  ago  Imve 
been  swallowed  up^  by  the  prerogative; 
and,  1  believe,  it  will  De  eranted,  that  the 
prerogative,  even  within  these  last  SO  or  40 
Tears,  has  grown  pretty  considerably.  I 
believe  e^ry  gentl^nan  will  admit,  the 
power  of  thecrownis  now  infinitely  greater 
than  it  was  for  some  years  after  the  revo- 
lution ;  and  I  wish  that  those,  who  now 
seen^-so  tender  of  invading  what  they  call 
the  prerogative,  would,  upon  other  occa- 
sions, appear  as  tender  or  invading  the  li- 
berties of  the  people :  this  ought  \p  be  the 
nrincipal  care  or  every  member  of  this 
House ;  the  crown  stands  in  no  need  of 
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any  advocates  here,  because  by  our  con* 
stitution',  the  crown  may  put  a  stq;>  to  any 
incroacbment  upon  the  prerogative,  when 
the  incroacbment  is  such  as  may  not  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
our  Bberties*  The  gentleman  talked  of 
innovations  and  alterations  in  the  constitu-* 
tion,  as  of  something  new  and  terrible  ;  I 
do  not  know  what  that  gentleman  vosf 
mean  by  innovations  and  alterations ;  bi^ 
I  am  sure  our  constitution  has  seasonably 
met  with  many  amendments.  Do  we  not 
know,  that  formerly  the  crown  not  only 
named,  but  could  remove  the  judges;,  at 
pleasure  ;  and  this  arbitrary  power  of  te* 
moving,  with  reM>ect  to  the  judges,  was  for* 
merly  a  part  m  the  prerogative  ;  but  as* 
great  inconveniences  were  felt  firom  the  use 
that  hadbe^i  made  of  Uiis  power,  it  was 
taken  fr<wn  the  crown;  andthe judges,  when 
once  namedby  die  crovn,  werebylaw  made 
judges  for  life.  This  law,  when  first  mede^ 
was  certainly  intended  to  make  thorn  judges 
for  their  own  lives ;  but  even  this  part  of 
the  prerogative  has  begun  again  to  grow; 
and  those  very  gentlenuMi,  the  judges  them* 
selves,  hftve  been  prevailed  oa  to  find  out 
I  do  not  know  what  quirks  and  evasions, 
whereby  they  seem  now  to  have  fixed  their 
right  for  the  life  of  another  person  only* 
However,  even  as  it  stands  now,  the  pe- 
rogative  has  thereby  been  diminished,  and 
whether  this  was  called  an  invasion,  an 
innovation,  or  an  alteration,  I  do  not  Imow^ 
but  I  am  very  sure,  it  was  a  venr  neoes^ 
sary  amendment,  which  has  produced  no 
inconveniences,  nor  any  way  injured  oor 
constituticm ;  and  why  doing  the  same 
thing  with  respect  to  die  omcen  of  the 
army,  should  give  such  a  terrible  alarm  to 
some  gentlemen,  as  if  our  constitution  was 
thereby  to  be  sapped  and  underann^  1 
cannot  compreh^d.  I  agree  with  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman,  that  our  constttutioDy 
to  take  it  in  the  general,  is  as  good,  if  not 
better  dian  that  of  any  of  oiir  neighbour* 
ing  countries,  yet  in  seme  particulm 
some  of  them  may  have  the  advantage  of 
us,  and  in  diese  we  ought  not  to  be 
ashamed  to  take  exanqple  from  them^and 
from  th^ce  endeavour  to  imfMrove  our 
own :  For  polidcal  constitutions,  even  of 
the  best  sort,  are  Uke  the  constitutions  of 
himian  bodies,  apt  to  languish  axA  decay, 
and  often  stand  in  need  of  restoratives ; 
even  our  own  constitution,  good  as  it  is^ 
wants  every  now  ind  then  to  be  poUshed 
and  restored  to  its  primitive  hu^ie,  and 
particularly  that  growing  part,  die  prero- 
gative^  fxaJgoX  sometimes  to  hsro  it^  cnm- 
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benome  bnmches  lopped  o^  otherwise  it 
008^  become  too  hsmj  for  the  principal 
itock ;  Thii  is  what  our  ancestors  have 
often  done,  and  this  is  what  I  think  we 
may  in  the  present  case  do,  without  the 
least  danger.  The  honourable  gentleman 
took  notice  of  the  trials  by  courts-martialy 
and  said,  that  there  were  numy  thincs  an 
(Acer  might  be  guilty  of,  for  whidi  he 
oo^t  to  l^  removed,  and  which,  neverthe- 
kssy  couki  not  be  properiy  tried,  or,  at 
leoflt,  not  Ailly  proved  before  a  court- 
martial;  and  he  mentioned  particularly 
die  case  of  disaffisction :  I  cannot  grant 
that  this  is  a  case  which  can  often  happen; 
but  allowing  that  it  might,^^  it  isfiiflv  pro- 
vided against  by  ^e  motion  which  tiie 
BoUe  Imd  hath  been  pleased  to  make: 
Does  not  the  parliament  sit  every  year  ? 
And,  in  case  it  an  officer's  being  noto> 
rioadr  disa£^cted,  isit  to  be  doubted,  but 
dttt  toe  parliament  would  address  his  Ma- 
jesty to  remo^ib  such  an  officer  from  all 
command  in  the  army  I  And  there  could 
be  no  danger  from  the  delay,  because  his 
Majesty  could,  in  the  mean  time,  suspend 
him,  or  even  lay  him  imder  an  arrest,  if  it 
shcmkl  be  thought  necessary. 

Colonel  Bladen  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  can  by  no  means  give  my  assent 
to  the  pri^position  now  bdbre  us,  as  it 
tends  to  the  taking  from  the  crown  a  pre- 
rogative, which,  not  only  by  our  constitu- 
tion, belongs  to  the  crown,  but  has,  by  ex- 
press acts  of  parliament  hem  declared  to 
be  sdely  in  the  crown;  for  a  proof  of 
wfaidi,  I  shall  only  desire  the  two  militia- 
acts  passed  in  the  13th  and  14th  years  c^ 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  be  read. 
[Here  the  Clerk  of  th^  House  read  those 
Acta.]  Whatever  gentlemen  may  say 
aboat  our  constitution,  it  appears  by  these 
acts^  that  die  sense  of  parliament  then 
w^  that  the  supreme  government  of 
the  mHitia,  and  ot  all  forces  by  sea  and 
bndtiiai  vras,  and  ever  was  the  King's  un- 
doubted right ;  and  that  the  King  might, 
it  {Measure,  commissionato  or  displace  the 
o^en  of  the  militia;  and  therefore  I 
must  thiidc,  that  if  ever  our  militia-force 
was  under  any  otiier  regulation,  it  was 
dther  a  regulation  which  was  not  accord-  * 
ttg  to  our  constitution,  or  it  was  a  regula- 
tion which  was  found  to  be  so  inconve- 
nieat,  that  it  was  very  soon  altered. 
Gentlemen  may  indeed  say,  that  these  acts 
conoem  only  the  militia,  and  have  no  re- 
Won  to  our  standing  army;  but  as  our 
witi»  wwAmd  to  be  oi  Uttle  or  nc  use 
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after  our  neighbours  began  all  to  keep  up 
regular  standing  armies ;  dferefore  we  were 
obuged  to  substitute,  in  the  place  of  omr 
militia,  a  regular  standing  army ;  and  con« 
sequently,  the  same  power  ov^r  that 
standing  army  and  the  officers  of  that 
army,  must  be  supposed  to  be  vested,  by 
these  acts,  in  the  lung,  as  he  is  thereby 
declared  to  have  had'  over  the  militia  and 
the  officers  of  the  militia;  and  now  to  at« 
tempt  to  take  away  that  prerogative,  when  ' 
I  am  sure  h  canm>tbe  said  that  any  wrong 
use  has  lately  been  made  of  it,  appears  to 
me  very  extraordinary. — ^I  have  heard, 
that  some  gentlemen  sdre  so  much  out  of 
humour  with  our  present  government, 
and  sa  tired  of  our  present  happy  estab^ 
lishment^  that  they  would  do  almost 
any  thing  to  get  nd  of  it;  they  would, 
for  that  end,  even  app:«e  to  the  piaking 
a  thorou^  change  m  our  constitution, 
by  forming  it  into  a  commonwealth;  I 
could  never  indeed  bdieve  that  there  was 
any  truth  in  diese  reports ;  I  could  not 
beueve  that  there  could  be  such  a  mad- 
man in  this  nation:  But  should  this 
motion  take  place,  if  I  could  so  much  as 
believe  that  gentlemen  were  really  serious 
in  the  motion  they  have  made,  I  would  no 
longer  look  \q>on  such  reports  as  chimeri- 
cal;  for  I  never  heard  of  any  motion  made 
in  parliament,  which  tended  so  directly 
towards  establishing  a  commonwealth,  aa 
the  present  does,  except  some  of  those 
fomous  motions  which  were  made  in  thef 
years  forty  and  forty-one ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, if  this  motion  should  take  place, 
it  will  produce  the  same  conseouences. — 
What !  to  create  an  army  for  lite,  an  army 
independent  of  the  King,  sure  geptlcmen 
are  not  in  earnest,  or  they  must  have  for- 
got the  confusions,  and  the  fatal  effiscts 
which  were  formerly  produced  in  this  na- 
tion by  such  an  army.  I  thank  Grod,  I  am 
none  of  those  who  are  tired  of  our  present 
happy  establishment:  I  thint  we  enjoy 
our  liberties  in  their  foil  extent,  and  I 
shall  never  give  my  consent  to  a  proposi'* 
tion,  which  would  put  it  out  of  the  Kmg's 
power  to  remove  any,  even  of  those  <mi- 
cers  who  are  iqppointed  to  gtiard  his  royal 
person,  without  the  consent  of  the  other 
officers :  It  would  be  found  to  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  prevail  with  a  court  martial  to 
punish  or  break  an  officer,  perhaps,  for  a 
crime  which  e^ry  one  of  that  court  mar- 
tial was  himself  guilty  of%  If  the  gentie- 
men  of  the  army  should  ontie  be  nmde  to 
depend  only  upon  one  another,  they  would 
soon  be  maoe  sewible  of  their  own  power^ 
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and  we  do  not  Jaiow  what  uise  tli^y  might 
be  tempted  1;o  make  of  it.  In  short.  Sir, 
the  proposition,  in  my  opinion,  tends  to 
nothing  but  confusion;  and  therefore  I 
am  heartily  against  it. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinson  spoke  next  against 
the  motion  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  sur- 
prise at  a  proposition  of  this  nature ;  for 
though  it  has  been  talked  of  without  doors 
for  some  time  past,  yet  I  never  could  'till 
yesterday  believe  that  it  would  actually 
nave  been  introduced  here;  because' it 
i^pears  to  me  to  be  founded  on  a  suppo- 
sition, that  the  same  number  of  forces  we 
now  maintain,  is  for  ever  to  be  entailed  on 
our  posterity. — Had  a  proposition  of  this 
nature  come  hither  from  another  quarter, 
founded  on  the  perpetuity  of  the  army,  it 
would  have  been  tliought  highly  unrea- 
sonable ;  and  if  a  regulation  thus  founded, 
should  pa8s  this  House,  it  may  be  made 
use  of  hereafter  as.  an. argument  to  con- 
tinue the  army,  when  there  is  no  longer 
any  reason  for  it ;  and  may  be  employed 
as  a  means  to  interweave  the  civil  with  the 
military  power,  and  to  make,  a  military 
establishment  a  part  of  our  Constitution. — 
As  this  question  has  been  stated,  the 
power  of  the  king  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people  seem  to  interfere,  and  therefore  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  speak  in  fiivour  of 
the  one*  without  being  hable  to  be  repre- 
sented as  having  a  design  to  depress  the 
other ;  but  as  the  excellency  of  our  Con- 
stitution consists  in  preserving  a  just  tem- 
perament between^  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  and  the  right  balancing  the 
power  allotted  to  each,  we  ouffht  not  to 
attempt  to  diminisli  the  power  of  eifher  of 
these  three  in  any  instance,  unless  by  tlie 
exercise  of  power  in  that  particular  case  it 
be  found,  that  that  branch  of  our  legis- 
lature is  armed  with  a  strength  dispropor- 
tionable  to  the  other  two ;  and  therefore, 
before  we  concur  in  taking  away  from  the 
crown  the  prerogative  of  displacing  offi- 
cers, it  ought  first  to  be  very  cleany  de- 
monstrated, that  the  influence  the  king 
has  at  present  over  the  army,  is  greater 
than  is  necessary  for  the  security,  of  his 
person  and  government,  or  greater  than  is 
consistent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people ; 
end  this  I  take  to  be  the  very  point  m  ques- 
tion.— The  very  point  now  in  debate  seems 
to  be.  Whether  the  lopping  off  so  great  a 
branch  of  prerogative  trpm  the  crown,  and 
transferring  it  to  the  army,  will  not  disarm 
the  crown  of  a  power  necessary  to  keep 


the  army  firm  and  steady  to  our  present 
establishment  I  and  whether  by  trusting  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  soldiers,  w^  may  throw 
a  greater  degree  of  independent  strength 
into  the  army  itself,  than  it  ought  to  have, 
a  much  ^eater  than  has  hitherto  been 
thought  either  fit  or  prudent  to  intrust  it 
with? — Upon  this  occasion,  I  cannot  help 
reminding .  gentlemen,  what  fatal  conse- 
quences attended  that  law  made  in  the 
year  164-1,  whereby  it  was  put  out  of  the 
power  of  the  king  to  dissolve  or  prorogue 
the  parliament  without  their  own  consent ; 
if  breaking  the  balance  of  any  of  the  thre^ 
^  po'^ers  in  the  legislature,  if  the  two  houses 
of  parliament  assuming  to  themselves  ap 
independency  not  lawmlly  vested  in  them 
by  our  constitutfon,  was  attended  with  so 
many  evils,  what  may  we  not  dread,  should 
we  see  the  officers  of  an  army  not  remove* 
able,  but  by  their  own  consent  ?  The  his- 
tory of  the  last  century  fully  shews  us, 
what  various  scenes  of  confusion  succeeded 
the  fatal  statute  I  have  just  mentioned,  and 
every  one's  thoughts  may  suggest  to  him, 
what  must  be  the  natural  consequence  of 
this,  should  it  succeed, — If  gentlemen  will 
only  recollect  a  little  the  Roman  history^ 
they  will  find,  that  whenever  military  go- 
vernments of  provinces  were  given  for  liffe, 
or  for  a  certain  term  of  years  only,  or  evea 
wl^en  the  army  got  the  privilege  of  choos- 
ing their  own  officers,  the  sovereign  power 
came  soon  after  to  be  lodged  in  Uie  army 
itself,  and  proved  fatal  to  those  very  per- 
sons who  had  acquiesced  under  these  ill- 
judged  concessions ;  and  I  am  afraid,  if  a 
power  should  be  given  our  army,  that  no 
officer  shall  be  put  out,  but  by  the  judg- 
ment and  consent  of  the  other  officers,  the 
next  natural  step  for  them  to  take  will  be, 
that  none  shall  be  put  in  or  preferred,  who 
have  not  their  recommendation ;  for  ar- 
mies are  of  such  a  nature,  that  they  either, 
must  obey,  or  will  soon  command.  Num- 
berless examples  might  be  produced  in 
support  of  what  I  have  said,  both  frcmi  an-. 
cient  and  modem  history ;  but  I  shall  not 
now  enumerate  particulars,  with  which 
many  other  gentlemen  may  be  better  ac-^ 
quainted  than  I  am. — And  that  this  has 
beeii  the  received  opinion  of  our  ancestors, 
since  monarchy  was  known  in  this  island, 
becomes  evident  by  reflecting,  that  in  all 
the  struggles  they  had  with  3ie  crown  for 
liberty ;  nay,  even  at  the  time  of  the  late 
revolution,  when  every  thing  was  thought 
of  by  the  patriots  ,of  those  days,  for  lessen-, 
ing.tbe  royal  prerogative,  bo  &r  at- was 
judged  necessary  for,  or  ccmsistent  wilk 
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the  preservation  of  our  constitution,  I  do 
Bot  remember  to  have  read  or  hear€^  that 
there  was  ever  a  mention  made  of  any 
project  of  this  nature ;  and  it  is  most  cer- 
tain, that  if  such  a  project  had  been  in 
force  50  years  ago,  our  business  in  this 
House  would  now  have  been  rather  to 
hsve  registered  the  edicts  prescribed  to  us 
hy  the  army,  dian  to  have  debated  any 
thing  that  might  affect  a  body  of  men  made 
10  formidable  by  their  independency. — I 
would  ask  the  gentlemen,  who  are  for  this 
proposition,  one  plain  question.  Whether 
it  be  not  absdntely  necessary,  that  either 
the.  military  power  must  be  dependent  on 
the  civil  power,  or  the  civil  upon  the  mili- 
tary ?  If  from  the  nature  of  tilings  one  be 
necessary,  the  option  cannot  be  difficult  to 
make.  Sturdy,  gentlemen  upon  this  oc- 
casion, do  not  recollect  the  rate  of  their 
predecessors  in  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 

2,  when  the  parliament,  .by  granting 
i  concessions  to  the  army,  made  the 
army  soon  hold  them  in  contempt,  who 
had  thus  made  the  military  power  inde- 
pendoit  of  the  civil  magistrate  ;  I  say,  I 
muat  take  it  for  granted,  that  this  part  of 
oar  history  is  inturely  forgot,  when  I  see  a 
question  moved  in  ibis  House,  tending  to 
give  the  army  that  independency  of  the 
§tate,  which  has  formerly  made,  and  in 
process  of  time,  must  again  make  parlia- 
meots  useless  ;  for  I  look  upon  mankind 
in  general  as  pretty  near  upon  a  level,  in 
all  ages,  very  strong  temptations  ^iM  too 
often  get  the  better  of  the  very  best  in- 
tention, and  like  causes  will  always  pro- 
<faice  like  effects. 

hi  my  opinion,  the  great  danger  to  be 
guarded  against  in  all  armies  is,  any  step 
that  tends  to  raise  them  to  a  state  of 
iwl«pendency ;  and  therefore  -  by  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislature^  our  army  is  so 
wisely  constituted,  as  not  onW  to  be  de- 
pendent on  the  annual  votes  of  this  House 
hr  its  subsistence  and  continuance,  but 
>iso  as  to  the  number  it  shall  consist 
of;  then  as  to  the  nomination  of  the 
officers,  it  has  always  been  lodged  in  the 
crown,  as  it  is  highly  proper  it  should, 
they  have  always  been  left  dependent  on 
the  king,  whose  person  they,  are  obliged 
to  defend,  whose  government  they  are  in- 
tended to  support. 

Thus  is  our  army  necessarily  depen- 
feit  in  a  double  capacity,  the  whole  is 
jlependent  on  this  House  for  its  very  ex- 
Ktence,  wl4ch  may  be  put  an  end  to 
whenever  any  danger  ccipies  to-be  an- 
F^ded  from  it ;  out  the  officersi  while 


die  army  exists,  are  to  depend  on  the- 
king  for  their  conunissions,  otherwise 
how  could  he  depend  on  their  fidelity  or 
behaviour,  should  they  be  called  forth  to 
action ;  for  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of 
several  crimes  which  cannot  be  properly 
laid  before  a  court-martial,  pardciuarly 
disafiection,  of  which,  though  there  be 
proof  sufficient  to  make  it  indisputable,  yet 
the  proof  may  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  not 
to  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  a  court  mar- 
tial, or  perhaps  cannot  be  laid  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  make  it  have  its  just  weight 
with  officers  sitting  in  judgment  on  one 
of  thebr  own  fraternity. 

Though,  therefore,  m  this  respect,  our 
army,  as  it  receives  its  annual  support 
and  existence  from  the  parliament,  may 
be  called  a  state-army,  a  denomination 
an  honourable  gentleman  has  much  in- 
sisted on,  yet,  I  think,  the  conclusions 
he  has  drawn  from  thence  are  very  ill< 
grounded ;  for  a  state-army,  as  such,  does 
not  in  the  least  imply  a  necessity  of 
the  officers  holding  their  employments , 
for  life ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seems  ne- 
cessary in  all  armies,  they  should  be  su- 
bordinate to  some  other  power,  that  they 
may  not  defeat  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  maintained ;  tor  if  they  should  be 
thus  made  dependent  only  on'  themselves^  * 
and  independent  of  the  three  other  powers 
of  the  legislature,  it  will,  in  my  opinion^ , 
be  laying  the  foundation  of  a  fourth  poorer, 
a  mifitary  one,  which  mav,  in  process  of 
time,  render  useless  the  other  three. 

This  leads  me  to  consider,  in  whom  the 
advocates  for  this   (question  propose   to 
lodge  thiis  power,  this  important  branch 
of  the  prerogative,  which  is  to  be  lopped 
off  from    the    crown,    if    this    military, 
scheme  succeeds :  as  the  prerogative  of » 
the    crown    is    to  ^  be    diminished,    one  L 
would  naturally  ima^e   the  power  of 
the  people  was  intended  to  be  increased ; . 
but  this  is  not  to  be  the  case,  it  is  to  be 
transferred  from  the  crown,  not  to  the 
people,  but  to  the  army,  and  lodged'  solely 
with  the  officers   themselves,  who,  from 
that  moment,  will  be  independent  of  the 
crown,  and  in  tinie,  jperhaps,  of  all  other  . 
authority ;  for  one  ot  the  great  restraints 
upon  the  army  is  this  very  prerogative, 
wnich  the  king  has  of  displacing  offices  ^ 
who  may  be  suspected  of  bad  intentions : 
give  this  privilege  to  the  officers  them- 
selves only,  and  what  security  shall  we  . 
then  have  for  their  future  behaviour  ?  In 
short,  we  shall  then  have  raised  a  power  in* 
support  of  the  present  establishment,  with-^ 
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out  lumng  providad  »  aeeuri^  agaiait  its 
attempting  to  ovettum  that  very  eetabUah- 
ment ;  for  th«0^  by  r^noving  this  neces- 
sary dieek  upon  the  araiyy  a  distant  time 
may  come,  whea  th^  nation^  with  reasoiky 
may  be  jedous  at  an  army,  in  ndiose  hands 
we  shall  have  put  a  power  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  get  the  better  both  of  kmg 
stod  parliament,  and  to  Bet  up  a  new  con- 
stitution of  Uieir  own ;  whereas,  while  th» 
army  continues  in  the  state  it  is  at  present, 
there  is  litde  danffef  to  be  apprehended 
firdm  it,  even  shoukl  it  have  the  rashneis 
to  attempt  any  thing  against  either. 

It  has  been  urged  by  an  honourable 
,  gentleman  imder  the  gallery,  that,  as  the 
judges  hold  their  employments  for  life,  we 
ought  to  convey  the  same  privileges  to 
the  (^cers  of  the  army :  in  my  opinion, 
this  is  reasoning  upon  a  very  wrong  foun- 
dation, for,  I  thmk,  no  just  parallel  can  be 
drawn  betwixt  civil  and  military  officers  in 
seneral,  but  certainly  there  is  the  widest 
difference  between  Uiose  who  act  in  a  ju- 
dicial, and  those  who  act  in  a  military 
capacity ;  for  the  same  state  of  indepen- 
dence neceasmy  to  leave  the  judge  un- 
biassed in  pronouncing  jud^ent,  would 
tend  to  disen^iw;e  the  soldier  from  that 
interest,  to  whi<£  he  ought  solely,  and  in 
con^adistinction  to  ^all  others,  to  be 
thoroughly  attached :  a  judge  should  be 
left  free  and  unbiassed,  that  he  may  speak 
what  the  law  speaks,  and  distribute  justice 
impartially  to  all  parties;  but  the  very 
nature  of  the  army  reqidres  the  strictest 
subordination  in  the  (^cers,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  discipline;  the  soldier 
hiust  be  dependent,  and  must  act  in  sub- 
jection te  toe  lawful  conmiands  of  those, 
by  whom  he  is  maintanied;  nor  can  any 
Qualification  make  amends  for  his  &ilure 
an  this  particular. 

There  is  besides  a  particular  cirdum- 
stanoe,  iMiAt^  vaekeB  it  unpossible  to  draw 
any  just  pa^lel  between  the  judges  and 
the  officers  of  the  army ;  the  juc^^es  not 
only  determme  between  subject  aiKl  siib- 
ject,  but  they'  are  likewise  to  determme  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  people;  if  any 
question  arises  between  the  kmg  and  a 
.  sabject,  thev  are  to*  determine  the  point  in 
dispute,  ana  therefore  it  is  necessary  that 
th^  should  be  made  as  independent  as 
possible  upon  either  ofthe.  parties ;  but  no 
such  power  was  ever  yet  lodged  in  the 
offi«;er8  of  the  army,  ai^d  it  is  to  be  hoped 
never  wiU ;  fbr  though  I  have  so  great  an 
opinion  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  at  pre- 
sent in  tbe  service,  that  I  tUnk  any  power 


may  be  safdy  lodged  in  their  hands,  yet, 
I  believe,  they  neither  desire  such  a 
power^  nor  would  they  consent  to  the 
giving  of  any  such  to  their  successors. 

But  the  proposition  now  made  to  us 
would  render  tne  officers  ofthe  army  still 
more  independent,  both  upon  our  ki^  and 
government^  tium  the  ju^es  are  at  pre- 
sent: if  a  judge  be  guilty  of  any  crime,  or 
of  any  neglect  nf  duty  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  ne  is  not  to  be  tried  by  the  other 
judges  only,  he  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  ha 
IS  to  have  an  open  and  a  fair  trial  in  West- 
minster-hall, as  the  rest  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects have ;  and  if  it  were  otherwise,  if  a 
judge  for  any  misbehaviour^  were  to  bo 
tried  in  a  private  way  by  his  brother-judges 
<Hily,  I  should  think  both  our  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  prc^perties  in  greater  dang^  firoin 
them  under  such  a  regulation,  than  if  they 
were  still  dependent  on  the  crown  for  the 
continuance  of  their  commissions;  and  it 
must  be  granted,  that  this  last  would  be 
the  case  ofthe  officers  ofthe  army,  if  this 
proposition  should  take  place ;  tor  they 
comd  be  tried  by  none,  they  could  be  pi4« 
nished  by  none  but  thenuelves,  and  ccm* 
sequently  they  would  have  no  dependence 
but  upon  one  another ;  and  wiwout  any 
dero^Uion  to  the  diaracters  of  those,  who 
are  now  so  worthily  at  the  head  ofthe  law, 
or  to  those  who  command  in  the  army,  I 
believe  every  person  will  allow,  that  the 
fear  of  punishment,  and  the  hopes  of  reward, 
are  equally  necessary  to  ke^  most  men  to 
their  auty,  and  of  course  to  make  thenHiae- 
ful  to  society. 

As  another  reason  in  siq>port  of  thia 
proposition,  an  honourable  sentleman  has 
recommended  the  wisdom  of  the  Swe^a  to 
our  imitation,  who,  he  says,  have  intro- 
duced this  veiy  regulati<m  in  their  am^ ; 
but  gpe  me  leave  to  observe,  in  answer  U» 
this,  it  is  so  very  late  a  practice  among 
them,  that  the}^  cannot  yet  be  proper 
judges,  how  far  it  will  answer  the  purpoee 
for  which  it  was  introduced* 

To  be  sure  it  is  very  commoidable  in 
those  who  have  spoke  fi>r  this  question ; 
nay,  it  is  the  duty  every  man  owes  hie 
country,  to  observe  the  miethods  of  govern- 
ment used  in  other  states,  and  adopt  that 
whichisfbunded  on  wisdom  and  true  p<4ic^ 
into  their  own ;  but  in  all  atten^  of  thw 
kind,  a  strict  r^^avd  is  to  be  had  to  'the 
particular  turn  of  our  own  Constitution  ; 
for  what  may  be  a  necessary  step  in  cee 
state,  rnqr  prove  to  be  the  desdruetion  of 
another ;  andtherefore,  most  certainly,  the 
bare  ejunqde  of  the  Swedes  oug^  not-i^ 
t 
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mflnence  us  to  take  so  extraordinairy  a  re- 
Mhidon,  unless  the  nature  of  our  Constita- 
tbn  would  justify  it :  if  gentlemen  reason 
onlj  from  the  example  of  the  Swedes,  they 
may  with  the  same  justice  plead  for  a  far- 
ther introduction  of  their  Idws;  and  as  all 
ibreign  affiiirs  are  transacted  by  their  Se- 
nate, they  may  on  the  same  account  ex- 
pect, that  the  management  of  idl  our  fo- 
reign negociations  ou^t  to  be  submitted 
solely  to  the  direction  of  this  House ;  they 
may  likewise  pretend  to  transplant  other 
customs,  prerdent  m  the  senate  of  Sweden, 
into  our  Parliament,  which  would  quite 
alter  the  present  form  of  our  Constitution, 
and  introduce  a  new  species  of  government 
into  this  kingdom ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  a 
king  of  Sweden  has  now  hardly  the  power 
of  a  stadtholder  of  Holland,  especially  with 
respect  to  the  officers  of  the  army;  none 
of  whom  he  can  even  create  or  promote, 
without  the  consent  of  the  senate ;  their 
goremiiient  at  piresent  is,  indeed,  little 
more  than  a  commonwealth,  so  tlmt  few 
dungs  can  be  drawn  from  their  practice, 
ai  an  example  fit  for  us  to  follow. 

Befi>re  I  conclude.  Sir,  give  me  leave  to 
remind  gentlemen,  that  our  histories  sirf- 
fcaentlv  teach  us  this  truth,  that  our  liber- 
ties ana  constitution  are  never  in  greater 
danger,  than  when  any  one  <<the  branches 
of  our  legislature  grasps  at  any  power  or 
ittthority,  whidi  hath,  by  the  wisdom  of 
oar  ancestors,  been  appropriated  to  ano- 
tbCT^d  therefore,  most  certainly,  an  un- 
warrantable attack  upon  the  prei^offative 
of  the  crown,  which  may,  indeed,  be  in- 
tended to  extend  the  Hberties  of  tiie 
PMpIe,  is  m  reality  the  readiest  way  to 
prii^  Uiem  into  danger.  I  believe  every 
impaitia]  perscm  will  acknowledge,  that  in 
our  present  happy  situation,  we  of  this 
^^M>P  enjoy  as  much  liberty  as  is  coii- 
•rtent  with  that  subjection  which  is  ne- 
cemary  for  the  support  of  all  govern- 
ments; and  the  surest  way  to  continue 
this  particiyar  blessing  to  oursehres,  and 
toperpetoate it  to  our  posterity,  is  to  rest 
tttofied  with  what  we  enjoy,  and  not  to 
haiard  what  we  already  have,  by  aiming  to 
eoend  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  a 
ypge,  perhmps,  we  oursdves  may  be  the 
nnt  pereons  shall  be  sensible  of  the  hunm- 
^anendea  of:  all  experiments,  tfeerefore 
•iP^Mrming  the  constitulion,  must  be 
"tavdous,  unless  where  the  event  is  dear 
>adut)disputed;  tampering  with  the  laws, 
•tee  our  liberties  are  concerned,  hath 
<Abi  Droved  of  dangerous  consequence; 
w  ymnewex  we  come  to  new  modeUing 


the  eoQStitiltion  in  any  essential  point,  un- 
less where  an  apparent  neceasi^  requires 
it,  it  is  impo8s3)le  to  tdl  how  far  the  spirit 
of  r^nrmation  will  proceed.  I  beg  pardon 
for  takiitf  up  so  mudi  of  your  time;  as  I 
once  had  tl^  honour  to  l)e  in  the  service, 
and  under  a  gentleman*  whose  goodnature 
and  affi^Hlity  must  ever  demand  the  esteem 
of  an  that  know  him,  (general  Wade) 
and  who  is  as  little  desirous  of  gras^nng  at 
an  umreasonable  power,  as  he  is  capdde 
of  misapplying  that  he  is  already  trusted 
with,  I  flatter  myself  that  during  the  time 
I  was  under  his  conunand*  I  learned  a 
little  what  the  nature  of  an  army  is;  and 
had  I  still  been  in  the  service,  so  &r  f^^nn 
retiring  upon  this  question,  as  has  been 
recommeiided  to  those  in  the  service,  if 

fnlJemen  would  divide  u{Km  it,  which 
shall  not  bdieve  they  intend  doing, 
until  I  see  it  done ;  I  say,  had  I  still  been 
in  the  service,  I  should  have  been  e^iMlly 
strenuous  against  the  quesdon ;  as  it  h» 
always  been  my  opinion,  that  the  surest 
way  to  depend  on  any  set  c^men  for  their 
acting  right,  is  not  to  give  them  an  un* 
necessary  power  or  temptati<m  to  do 
wrong.  For  these  reasons  I  think  myaelf 
obliged  to  use  my  endeavours,  that  nei« 
ther  this,  nor  any  other  piioposition  of  the 
like  nature,  however  popular  thev  may  at 
this  or  any  other  time  appear,  snail  ever 
meet  with  encouragoxient  Irom  this  House* 

Mr.  Wmmn^on  ♦  stood  up,  and  spoke 
against  the  motion  thus : 

Sir:  I  cannot  let  this  question  go, 
without  declaring  my  abhorrence  to  uio 
motion  tiiat  has  teen  made  to  us ;  I  really 
think  it  is  the  most  monstrous  modon  i 
ever  heard  made,  since  I  had  the  honour 


*  "Mr.  WiimiDg^toii  wss  descended  from 
anceslon  who  had  often,  if  not  miways,  dis- 
tingnished  themsdves  by  opposh^  ministers  $ 
and  his  conduct,  when  he  first  came  into  par- 
liament, was  in  the  same  strain.  Be  was  con- 
sidered by  Bsany  as  being  in  his  pnvate  senti- 
ments not  ody  a  Tory  but  a  jacobite ;  bat  be- 
ing a  maaof  pene^Uon,  very  adck  parts,  and 
no  bad  speaker,, he  easily  saw  ttiat  the  opposi  • 
tion  to  sir  Robert  Wdpde  was  merely  peraonal, 
tnd  that  principles  were  adopted  merely  to 
cany  it  on  the  better.  In  short,  be  peroeif  ed, 
that  as  parties  were  then  moddkd,  he  oouM 
jost  as  consistently,  with  his  former  prkiciplea 
join  tbe  court  as  mingk  in  the  oppdsidon. 
Being  a  man  of  pleasure,  he  soon  detemtned 
himself  to  join  with  the  minister,  by  whom  he 
was  both  protected  and  nreferred  to  such  a  de- 
g^,  that  >e  was  said  to  ibrm  a  scheme  for 
ad?andng  himself  to   sir  Aobnt   Walpole's 
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ta  sit  in  parlittnent  Gentlemen  sajy  an 
army  is  no  part  of  our  constitution ;  but  if 
Xhe  proposition  they  have  made  should 
take  place,  the  whole  of  our  consdtuticm 
would  soon  be  at  the  mercy  of  our  army. 
At  present,  the  officer^  of  the  army  depend 
upon  the  King  for  their  commissions,  and 
toe  army  itseff  depends  upon  the  parlia- 
ment for  its  continuance,  and  for  its  pay ; 
but  if  yau  should  once  make  the  officers 
of  the  army  independent  c^  the  crown,  if 
Tou  should  once  give  them  a  sort  of  free- 
bold  in  their  commissions,  they  would 
•oon  make  both  King  and  Parliament 
jdepend  upon  them*  If  both  King  and 
Parliament  should  join  in  opinion,  and 
think  it  proper  to  make  a  reduction  of  any 
jMTt  of  our  army,  do  you  imagine  that 
these  gentlemen  with  their  swor£  in  their 
liands,  would  quietly  lay  them  down,  and 
retire  to  their  respective  homes  at  our 
desire  ?  No,  they  would  then  tell  you,  our 
coBunissions  are  for  life,  they  are  our  free- 
hold, a  law  of  your  own  making  has  made 
them  so,  and  you  shall  not  take  them  from 
lis,  unless  we  have  been  guflty  of  a  crime ; 
if  we  •  have  done  any  wrong,  let  a  court 
martial  be  called,  let  us  be  tried  in  that 
way  which  is  by  law  prescribed,  and  if  we 
be  found  guilty,  we  will  submit  This  we 
may  reasonably  suppose  would  be  the  lan- 
guage of  those  you  had  a  mind  to  reduce, 
and  in  such  a  case  gentlemen  may  easily 
ffuess  what  redress  the  nation  could  e^cpect 
from  a  court  martial. — The  liberties  of 
Bome  were  never  destroyed,  Amtil  their 
army  was  made  an  army  for  life ;  and  even 
diis  country  lost  its  Imerty  by  an  army : 
as  soon  as  an  army  was  raised,  and  made 
independent  of  the  sovereign  power,  they 
overturned,  the  whole  of  our  constitution ; 
they  pulled  a  predecessor  of  .yours  out  of 
(he  cha^ ;  and  kicked  the  members  out  of 
doors ;  and  shall  we  establish  such  another 
army  ?  The  proposition  is  surprising.  I 
would  rather  lie  under  any  imputation, 
than  that  of  having  made  such  a  one  to 
this  House ;  I  am  sure  it  is  very  far  from 
appearing  to  the  noble  lord,  who  made  it, 
in  the  same  light  it  does  to  me;  I  have,  I 
think,  a  just  opinion,  of  it ;  but  if  he  had 
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places.  But  to  do  him  justice,  afier  heioioed 
the  ministry,  he  served  it  both  zealously  and 
•ffiBCtually :  only  he  thought  that  the  national 
diseontents  mignt  makev  it  expedient  fbr  his 
Mi^esty  to  displace  sir  Robert  without  dis- 
gracing him ;  in  which  event  he  supposed  it 
IKIC  impossible  for  him  to  succeed  to  his  power ; 
and  in  this  be  made  a  much  greater  progress 
tiiaa  l|  eommonly  imagined.'*    Tindal, 


judged  so,  I  am  very  well  convinced  ha 
wotdd  never  have  <^Bnred  it  to  this  House. 
However  since  the  proposition  has  been 
made,  and  as  every  ^ntteman  is  at  liber^ 
to  treat  any  proposition  according  to  that 
light  in  which  it  appears  to  him,  I  must 
say,  that  I  look  upon  the  motion  as  mon- 
strous absurd,  ana  slavish,  and  therefore  I 
am  heartily  against  it.  If  I  have  i^oke 
with  too  much  warmth,  'I  beg  pardon :  I 
hope  it  will  be  ascribed  to  my  zeal  for  our 
constitution,  and  the  present  happy  esta- 
blishment ;  and  not  to  any  want  of  respect 
for  the  gentlemen,  who  seem  to  fitvoor  a 
prc^MNution,  which  appears  tome  in  a  li^t 
so  very  different  from  that  in  which,  I 
believe,  it  appears  to  them. 

Sir  John  Hope  Bruce  replied  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sir;  The  honourable  gentleman. over 
the  wav,  I  must  say,has spoke  with  a  great 
deal  of  more  warnUh  than  decency,  and 
has  trea^  the  soldiery,  both  ancient  and 
modem,  in  a  manner  which  I  think  both 
scandalous  and  unjust  That  gentlemaa 
spoke  of  Uie  Romaic  liberty,  and  pretended 
thatthe  loss  of  it  was  owing  to  their  armyH 
being  made  an  army  for  life :  I  can  re- 
men^r  nothing.  Sir,  of  an  army  for  lifb 
at  Rome :  I  do  not  remember  that  they 
ever  had  any  such  regulation  in  theur  amdes 
even  as  this  now  prc^KMcd,  wfaidi  is  very 
&r  from  establishing  an  army  for  life :.  on 
the  contrary,  if  they  had  had  any  such  re- 
guJation,  I  believe  it  would  not  have  been 
m  the  power  of  their  generals,  or  em- 
perors, to  have  moddled  and  garbled  their 
armies,  so  as  to  make  them  serve  those  vile 
purposes,  which  they  were  made  to  serve. — 
If  tne  gentleman  will  please  to  read  over 
the  Roman  History  with  attention,  he  will 
find  that  the  lo6s  of  the  Roman  liber^  was, 
at  first,  more  owing  to  bribery  btA  cor- 
ruption in  their  elections,  and  in  their 
Senate  than  to  their  army :  it  was  hj  this 
bribery  and  corruption  that  dl  public  vir- 
tue was  destroyed  in  that  country ;  and 
when  the  virtue  of  the  army,  as  well  om 
the  people,  was  destroyed,  i4  became  an 
easy  matter  to  make  tools  of  both,  fior  the 
support  of  arbitrary  power* — I  have  had 
the  nonour  to  serve  in  our  own  army :  I 
have  likewise.  Sir,  served  m  foreign  anniea; 
and  I  think  I  knowa  little  of  the  nature  of 
both:  from  thence  it  is  that  I  judge,  that 
no  army  will  allow  themselves  to  be  turned 
against  theliberties.oftheu- country,  un- 
less it  be  left  m  the  power  of  some  am- 
bitious man  to  model  themi  so  as  to  make 
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them  fit  for  las  own  wicked  purposes :  It 
was  this  that  made  our  army,  in  the  last 
century y  turn  against  the  parliament  which 
had  raised  them ;  and  the  army  will  al- 
ways be  dangerous,  as  long  as  any  such 
power  is  lodged  in  any  one  man. — I  have 
the  honour,  Sn*,  to  be  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  general  officers,  as  well  as 
other  officers,  m  our  own  army  at  present ; 
I  know  their  worth  and  their  merit,  and  I 
shall  never  fear  any  thing  from  an  army 
under  their  command  ana  direction :  but 
if  what  has  been  once  attempted  should 
ever  be  attempted  again,  if  our  army  should 
he  garbled,  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  in 
command  turned  out,  and  fellows  of  mean 
"birth,  or  perhaps  foreien  officers,  put  into 
their  places,  we.  should  have  every  thing 
to  fear  from  such  an  army,  even  though 
the  generality  of  the  common  soldiers 
shoum  contmue  to  be  made  up  of  our  own 
countrymen. — Upon  this  occasion  I  cannot 
but  take  notice.  Sir,  of  what  I  read  the 
other  day  in  a  very  judicious  author,  who 
Ujjon  this  very  subject,  says,  *  That  any 
mmister  who  advises  the  king  to  dismiss  a 
good  officer,  who  has  long  and  faithfully 
served  his  king  and  country,  is  Kuilty  of 
the  greatest  and  blackest  act  oi  treason 
against  his  prince  ;'  and  therefore.  Sir,  to 
prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  commit- 
mg  of  any  such  treason  in  time  to  come, 
I  shall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  proposition 
now  before  us. 

Mr.  Hugh  Williams  spoke  next  against 
the  motion,  and  after  him, 

(jenend  IVadc  stood  up,  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

Sir;  The  gentlemen  of  the  hrmy  are 
certainly  very  much  obliged  to  the  noble 
lord,  who  made  this  proposition ;  and  I 
doubt  not  but  every  one  of  us  would  be 
for  it,  if  we  thought  it  were  consistent  with 
the  sood  of  our  country.  For  as  it  is  na- 
tund  for  all  men  to  desire  to  be  indepen- 
dent, it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the 
^cers  of  the  army  desire  it  as  much  as 
any  other  set  of'^men;  but  whether  it 
may  not  be  of  dangerous  consequence 
to  make  so  great  an  alteration  in  our  con- 
stitution, is  what  principally  weighs  with 
me;  and  for  my  own  part,!  shall  always 
give  up  any  private  advantage  I  may  expect 
raUier  than  agree  to  any  measure,  wnich 
may  in  the  least  endanger  or  hurt  the  con- 
stitution, or  the  public  interest'  of  my 
country. — Since  I  have  had  the  honour. 
Sir,  to  sit  in  this  House,  I  can  say,  that  I 
h3ve4dways  acted  with  tihe  lameireedom, 
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as  if  I  had  no  commission,  nor  any  con- 
cern in  the  army ;  and  though  I  have  ge- 
nerally joined  in  <^inion  with  those  mio 
were  m  the  admrnistration,  yet  I  have  lik^ 
wise  upon  many  occasions  differed  from 
them« — ^I  rememher  that  when  the  famous 
South-Sea-Scheme  was  in  agitation  in  this 
House,  though  it  was  brought  in  by  a  mi- 
nister, and  strongly  supported  by  those 
who  were  then  at  the  heaa  of  the  adminis- 
tration, yet  I  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
the  55  who  divided  against  it.  It  is  true. 
Sir,  I  had  upon  that  occasion  messages 
sent  to  me,  and  was  threatened  to  be  strip- 
ped of  all  my  mihtary  employments,  but 
those  threats  had  no  weight  with  me ;  nor 
shall  such  threats  ever  have  any  weight 
with  me  in  any  case  where  they  come  in 
competition  with  my  duty  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  with  my  duty  as  an  officer  of 
the  army,  or  with  my  duty  as  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain :  and,  I  hope,  that  this  is 
the  resolution  of  every  man,  who  has  the' 
honour  to  bear  a  commission  in  the  army. — 
Gentlemen  talk  of  Courts  Martial,  and  of 
his  Majesty's  having  the  power  to  name  ' 
the  officers  who  are  to  be  upon  them :  his 
Majesty  has  indeed  the  power  of  granting 
warrants  for  the  holding  of  courts  martial 
as  often,  and  in  such  j)laces  as  he  shall 
please  to  appoint ;  I  have  myself  a  warrant 
from  his  Majesty  for  holding  courts  mar- 
tial in  North  Britain,  where  I  have  the 
honour  at  present  to  command:  but  I 
never  did,  nor  does  his  Majesty,  ever  name 
the  officers  who  are  to  be  upon  such  courts 
martial.  That  service  being  performed 
by  a  roll,  as  other  parts  of  duty  are,  I  have 
often  very  great  difficulty  to  set  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  officers  for  holding  those 
courts  martial ;  for  sometimes  six  or  seven 
captains,  besides  subalterns,  will  be  absent 
at  one  time ;  and  it  is  hardly  possible  now* 
in  time  of  peace,  to  get  them  to  attend 
their  duty,  notwithsUmding  the  great 
power  the  crown  has  over  them:  since 
then  they  are  at  present  sd  negligent  c^ 
their  duty,  would  they  not  be  much  more 
so,  if  they  could  not  oe  dismissed  for  neg- 
lect of  duty,  but  by  a  sentence  of  a  court 
martial  ?  ffany  of  those  (^cers  should  be 
brought  to  be  tried  for  neglect  of  duty  or 
any  other  such  crime,  by  a  court  martial, 
the  majority  of  which  might  perhaps  con* 
sist  of  officers,  who  had  themselves  been 
guilty  of  the^ame  fault,  can  gentlemen 
nnagine  that  in  such  a  case  any  offi^cer 
wornd  be  brdke,  or  any  way  punished  by 
a  sentence  of  that  court  martial  f — ^In  short 
Slt,  the  discipline  of  our  f^tmr  is  riJwd/ 
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in  a  Terr  bad  way,  and  I  am  afraid^  if  this 
proposition  should  take  place,  it  would 
De  entirelv  destroyed;  for  if  this  pro- 
position should  pass  into  a  law,  it  would 
not  only  take  away  all  dependency  upon 
the  crown,  but  it  would  destroy  that  subor- 
dination of  inferior  officers  to  their  supe- 
riors, which  IB  absolutdy  necessary  to  be 
strictly  kept  up  in  all  armies;  and  without 
which,  an  army  would  soon  become  an  un- 
ruly mob,  instead  of  being  a  rec;ulair,  and  a 
weu  disciplined  army;  therefore,  Sir,  I 
cannot  but  be  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  £rfe  ^K>ke  next : 

Sir  ;  As  this  proposition  must  certainly 
tend  to  the  establlsnment  of  an  army,  witn 
too  ereat  and  too  independent  a  power  in 
itself,  I  must  think  it  extremely  improper 
and  I  must  think  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, who  spoke  last,  has  very  well  and 
▼ery  justly  obserred,  that  it  womd  destroy 
all  dlsciplme  in  the  army,  and  would,  I  be- 
lieve,  introduce  a  general  licentiousness 
among  the  officers;  for  there  are  many 
Irregiuarities  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of, 
which  could  not  well  be  brought  beu>re  a 
court  martial ;  and  if  they  were,  the  irre- 
gularity might  be  so  general,  that  it  would 
be  hard  to  get  such  a  court  martial  as 
would  punish  the  officer  for  a  crime,  which 
perhaps  eyery  one  of  theiQselyes  might  be 
guilty  of.  It  IS  well  known  how  many  com- 
plaints there  are  already  both  against  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  for'  irregulanties  com- 
mitted in  their  ijuarters  :  even  with  aU  the 
power  which  his  Majesty  now  has  over  the 
army,  it  is  very  hard  for  those  to  whom 
he  entrusts  the  chief  care  and  management 
of  his  army,  to  keep  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers to  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  their 
being  now  and  then  guilty  of  some  little 
acts  of  oppression  in  their  ouarters  ;  but  if 
tile  proposition  now  made  should  pass  into 
a  law.  It  would  render  the  quartering  of 
soldiers  most  grievous  to  the  people  ;  one 
cAcer  would  say,  I  have  made  my  quarters 
ffood,  as  they  call  it,  another  would  do 
%e  same  ;  this  would  encourage  a  third,  a 
fourth,  md  so  on,  until  the  f>ractice  became 
^nend  ;^  and  if  they  were  to  be  tried  and 
punished  for  this  only  by  a  court  martial, 
can  gentlemen  ima^^ine,  that  they  would 
not  acquit  one  another  ?  It  is  true,  officers 
vu^  have' been  removed  without  being 
guutjr  of  any  crime ;  I  was  myself  once  r^- 
mo^^  when  I  am  sure  thdy  could  not  lay 
any  crime  to  my  charge;  I  was  then 
BOrry  for  it,  but  I  waSJM>t  for  carrying  my 
rcsentmeDt  soflur^^n  that  amount  to 
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turn  every  thing  topsy-tunry ;  yet  therji 
was  at  that  time  more  ground  for  such  a 
proposition  than  there  is  at  present ;  there 
nas  been  no  garbling  or  removing  of  any 
considerable  number  of  officers,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  find  out  what  could  ^ve  oc* 
casion  for  this  motion  at  this  time.  Waa 
not  the  great  duke  of  Marlborough  m  the 
midst  of  his  glorious  success,  removed 
from  all  command  in  the  army?  I  believe 
no  man  will  accuse  him  of  having  ever  been 
ffuilty  of  a  crime,  or  even  of  a  neglect  of 
his  duty :  was  not.  the  man  who  was  put 
in  his  place  justly  suspected  of  having  de- 
signs against  the  present  happy  establish- 
ment \  Nay,  so  justly  was  ne  suspected, 
that  when  Uie  late  king  came  over  he  durst 
not  stand  his  trial,  but  took  guilt  upon  him- 
self, and  fled  from  the  justice  of  the  natioiL; 
yet  upon  that  odasion,  there  was  no  sura 
proposition  as  this  made  in  Parliament.  I 
cannot,  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  think,  that  the  officers  e£ 
the  army  are  much  obliged  to  those  goi- 
tlemen  who  appear  in  favour  of  this  pro- 
position ;  on  me  contrary,  I  think,  that  it 
IS  entertaming  a  very  bad  opinion  at  least 
of  those  officers,  who  have  the  honour  of 
sitting  in  this  House,  to  imagine,  that  they 
do  not  act  with  the  same  integrity  and 
freedom  that  other  gentlemen  do ;  I  am 
sure  I  should  not  think,  that  any  man  en- 
tertained a  good  opinion  of  me,  if  he 
thought  that  I  could  ne  induced,  either  by 
threats  or  rewards,  to  act  contrary  to  my 
duty  in  this  House.  Iliere  is  not  the  least 
ground  for  suspecting  any  such  thing  rfany 

Sntleman  of  the  army  who  nts  in  this 
ouse,  and  therefore,  I  to  not  onlt 
against  the  motion,  but  I  hope  that  it  wiU 
be  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
prevent  its  being  ever  renewed  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  PtJieney  replied : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  but  observe  the  unhand-^ 
some  manner,  in  which  some  gentlemen 
have  treated  the  motion  now  in  yourhimd, 
and  the  hard  names  they  have  given  it, 
such  as  monstrous,  absurcl,  slavish,  and  the 
like :  I  am  sure,  neither  the  noble  lord  who 
made  the  motion,  nor  any  of  those  g^tle- 
men  who  have  spoke  in  support  of  it,  can,' 
from  theb  conduct  in  this  House  or  in  any 
other  part  of  life,  from  the  families  they 
are  come  of,  or  the  large  properties  they 
possess,  be  ^e  least  suspected  of  enter- 
taining any  notions  of  slavery,  or  of  making 
any  motion  in  this  House  for  destroying 
any   part^  &r  less  for  imdecmining  the 
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whole  of  our  constitution :  I  will  avoid  re- 
torting those  names,  or  saying  any  thing 
that  may  give  offence,  though  I  am  sure  I 
may  do  it  with  far  more  justice  upon  those 
gentlemen,  who  have  taken  that  liberty 
with  others.  The  honourable  ffentleman 
behind  me  spoke  of  officers  miSung  their 
quarters  gooa,  which  is  a  military  term  1 
really  do  not  understand ;  but  I  suppose  it 
is  doing  something  they  ought  not  1^  do, 
and  yet  something,  as  that  gentleman 
leemed  to  insinuate,  which  they  are  so 
^t  to  do,  that  there  is  no  preventing  it 
without  keepinff  them  in  a  slavish  sort  of 
dependency.  He  told  us,  that  he  washim- 
seli  once  removed,  and  th^t  he  was  very 
sorry  for  it,  he  was  it  is  true,  once  re- 
moved, and  that  he  was  sorry  for  it, 
I  believe,  nobody  will  doobt;  but  I 
hope  it  H^as  not  for  making  his  quar- 
ters good;  for*  though  the  gentleman 
likes  eood  quarters,  and  knows  as  well 
when  he  is  in  such  as  any  man,  yet  I  am 
convinced,  that  he  is  incapable  of  doing 
any  thing   wrong,   either  for    obtaining 

Quarters,  or  for  making  them  good :  he 
kewise  told  us  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's having  been  removed;  I  believe  no 
man  will  lay  it  was  a  right  step  to  remove 
that  great  general,  but  it  has  no  relation  to 
Ae  question  now  before  us ;  because,  if  I 
understood  the  noble  lord's  motion" right, 
the  power  of  removing  generals  from 
their  command  as  generals  in  the  army, 
18  to  remain  in  t£e  crown,  as  much 
unlimited  as  ever  it  was  before :  and  it 
must  be  granted,  that  the  removal  of  that 
great  man,  and  the  many  removals  that 
Mowed,  if  they  have  any  relation  to  the 
present  question,  are  strong  arguments  in 
itsfiivour;  for,  I  believe,  every  man  who 
wished  well  to  the  constitution,  would  have 
widied  that  such  a  law  had  been  in  being 
at  that  time  ;  and  indeed  all  the  other  ar- 
^unaents  I  have  heard  agunst  the  propo- 
sition, if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  them 
so,  are  much  strongs  for  it  than  against  it. 
Gentlemen  talk  of  invading  the  prero- 
gative, as  if  it  were  a  most  heinous  thinff, 
to  lessen,  in  any  reject,  what  they  call 
the  prerogative ;  but  this  has  been  already 
answered  by  a  worthy  gentleman;  he 
justly  said,  that  the  prerogative  has  been 
growing  ever  since  the  revSution,  and  it  is 
certain  that  it  is  daily  gaining  ground  both 
in  diis  House  and  the  other.  The  power 
«f  the  crown,  every  member  of  this  House, 
as  weU  aa  the  other,  ought  always  to  be 
jsalpas  of;  for  what  by  creations  and 
tiiaiJatiops,  it  may  at  last  grow  so  great. 


as  entirely  to  overturn  that  balance  upon 
which  our  constitution  depends.  Tht 
(M-eroKative  now  in  dispute,  is  a  preroga« ' 
tive  of  very  short  standing;  even  the  pr^ 
rogative,  as  to  the  militia,  mentioned  \rf 
an  honourable  gentleman,  has  been  as- 
sumed but  of  late  years;  and  though  the 
power  of  the  King,  as  to  the  militia,  be 
very  fxdly  and  explicitly  declared  in  the 
two  acts  that  gentleman  was  pleased  to 
read  to  us,  yet  I  hope,  that  neither  he,  nor 
his  friends,  will  recommend  aU  the  pre* 
ceedings  of  the  parliament  in  which  those 
acts  passed,  as  proper  patterns  for  us  to 
imitate ;  nor  will  he  desire,  that  we  should 
approve  of  every  thing  that  was  done  at 
that  time  in  parliament :  Besides,  there  is 
a  very  great  oiffierence  between  the  officers 
of  a  standing  army,  and  those  of  the 
militia ;  the  ijrst  is  botii  an  honourable  and 
a  beneficial  employnHht,  the  last  is  be- 
come of  late  years  not  very  honour^le, 
and  1  am  very  sure  it  cannot  by  law  be 
made  a  beneficial  employment;  so  that 
the  arbitrary  disposal  of  commissions  in 
the  army,  may  be  of  much  more  fatal  con- 
sequence to  our  constitution,  than  the 
arbitrary  disposal  of  cotnmissions  in  the 
militia.  Gentlemen  have  asked  us,  Will 
you  make  the  officers  of  the  army  inde- 
pendent ?  Will  you  give  them  theu:  com* 
minions  in  the  nature  of  a  freehold  ?  No, 
by  the  proposition  now  made  to  us,  they 
are  to  depend  upon  the  kins  and  parlia- 
ment as  much  as  ever  they  did  before  upon 
the  King  singly :  His  Majesty  is  still  to 
have  the  power  of  preferring  them  entirely 
lodged  in  him,  ana  his  Majesty,  with  Uie 
assistance  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
is  still  to  have  the  power  of  removing  any 
one,  or  any  number  of  them,  without  any 
reason  or  cause  assigned :  This  is  very  far 
from  making  them  independent ;  but  sup- 
pose they  were  to  be  made  independent 
both  of  King  and  Parliament,  has  the  par- 
liament and  people,  supported  by  the  Kmg, 
more  to  drend  from  such  an  army,  than 
the  parliament  and  people  have  to  dread 
from  an  ambitious  king,  supported  by  an 
army  made,  by  this  power  ^  removing 
and  preferring,  entirely  dependent  upon 
himself  alone  ?  An  officer,  who  depends 
i^n  nothing  but  the  laws  of  his  country, 
is  engaged  in  interest,  as  wdl  as  honour,  to 
support  those  laws  as  the  tenure  by  which 
he  holds  his  commission;  but  an  officer 
who  depends  entirely  upon  the  absolute 
will  of  one  man,  be  he  ^^i  or  be  he 
chief  general,  is  a  tenant  at  will,  and  is  in 
interest,  at  least,  engaged  to  submit  to  the 
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will  of  his  lord  in  every  thing:  It  was 
this  that  made  the  army  so  pernicious 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century;  they 
})ad  become  entirely  dependent  upon  their 
general,  and  then  their  general  made  what 
use  of  them  he  had  a  mind ;  and  it  was  a 
negl^t  of  this  maxim,  which  saved  our 
constitution  towards  the  end  of  the  same 
century,  because  our  king  then  bc^an  to 
break  through  the  constitution,  before  he 
had  taken  care  to  make  the  army  entirely 
4ependent  upon  himself  alone :  If  that 
king  had  taken^care  of  the  last  before  he 
haa  attempted  the  first,  the  nation  would 
now  have  been  ^oaning  under  popery, 
slavery,  and  arbitrary  power;  it  was  a 
most  remarkable  fatahty  m  the  counsels  of 
our  oppressors,  that  saved  the  nation  at 
that  tune ;  but  if  we  do  not,  by  our  own 
wisdom  and  our  own  conduct,  prevent  it 
for  tlie  future,  we  deserve  the  most  heavy 
chains  that  were  ever  laid  upon  any  peo^ 
pie. 

It  is  not  mtend«d,  by  the  pro]»osition,  to 
give  the  officers  a  freehold  in  their  commis- 
JsioDS ;  but  if  it  were,  can  it  be  said,  it 
would  be  umust  ?  Have  not  many  of  them 
purchased  their  commissions  at  a  very 
Wh  price;  perh^  with  the  whole  of 
what  tney  had  in  the  world?  And  would  it 
not  be  the  height  of  injustice,  that  such 
gentlemen  should  be  turned  a^drifl,  at  the 
pleasure  of  a  minister  of  state  ?  Have  not 
many  of  them  bought  their  <:^mmis8ions 
by  long  services,  much  blood-shed,  and 
many  wounds?  Is  not  this  a  purchase 
mudri  more  honourable,  than  that  of  giv- 
ing a  few  guineas  for  a  piece  of  land  ?  And 
must  the  officer  be  turned  out  of  his  only 
subsistence  to  please  a  peevish  minister, 
whilst  the  kmd-purchaser,  who  perhaps 
robbed  his  country  in  order  to  purchase  that 
land,  is  protected  by  the  laws  of  his  coun* 
try  in  the  possession  of  his  ill-gotten  pur- 
chase ?  Is  this  justice  ?  Or  is  it  a  shew- 
ing bf  that  respect  which  is  due  to  those 
who  have  boldly  and  faithfully  served  their 
country  ?  But  there  is  this  farther  hard- 
ship, the  officer  who  is  turned  out,  not 
only  loses  his  bread,  but  his  honour  may 
suffer  into  the  bargain ;  for  if  it  is  not  very 
publicly  known  for  what  he  was  turned 
out,  the  malicious  world  may  be  apt  to 
suspect,  that  he  was  discarded  for  some 
very  heinous  and  dishonourable  crime. 
Some  gentlemen  have  already  taken  no- 
tice, that  there  are  a  great  many  officers  of 
the  army  who  have  now  seats  in  parlia- 
ment, and  while  they  are  allowed  to  sit  in 
tUS|  or  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  it  is 


certainly  to  be  wished,  that  they  were  pot- 
upon  the  same  independent  footing  with 
other  gentlemen :  i  do  not  in  the  least 
suspect  the  virtue  o£  those  who  at  present 
have  seats  in  either  House  of  Parliament  3 
Their  virtue  is,  I  find,  what  those  who  op« 
pose  the  present  question  would  gladly  wig 
mto  the  debate:  But  as  neither  then  vir«. 
tue  nor  honour  has  any  Uiing  to  do  in  the 
question,  I  may  freely  say,    that  when 

gentlemen  either  now,  or  hereafter,  have 
:ieir  whole  at  stake,  and  see  by  the  exam* 
pie  of  others,  the  danger  of  pretending  to 
contradict  an  insolent  minister  in  any  of 
the  most  wicked  of  his  measures,  it  m 
putting  their  virtue  to  too  great  a  trial ;  it 
is  more  than  human  frailty  can  well  sup- 
p<Nrt ;  and  I  am  sure  he  must  be  very  litue 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  mankind^ 
who  thinks  that  the  constitution,  and  the 
hi^piness  of  his  country,  may  safely  de« 
pend  i^on  the  event  of  such  a  trial.  The. 
nonourable  gentleman  ever  the  way,  who 
who  is  m  the  army,  and  who  I  am  sure, 
has  acted  with  as  much  honour  in  thii 
House  as  any  gentleman  in  it,  has  given, 
us  an  unanswerable  argi^ment  in  &vour  of 
the  {HTOposition  now  before  us :  He  hae 
told  us,  Uiat  when  he  opposed  a  sdieme^ 
which  he  thought  a  permcious  scheme,  and 
which  afterwards  most  effiectually  proved 
so,  he  was  sent  to  and  threat^ied  with  tbe. 
loss  of  alUus  employments  in  the  army,  be^ 
cause  that  scheipe  was  brousht  in  and  sup* 
ported  by  a  minister:  He  had,  'tis  true^ 
virtue  to  withstand  those  threats ;  but  it 
cannpt  be  supposed  that  every  man  has 
the  same  virtue ;  and  what  he  has  now  told 
us  is  an  evident  demonstration,  that  Uiis 
pretended  prerogative  of  removing  officers 
at  pleasure,  may  by  a  minister  be  made 
use  of  to  obtain  the  af^robation  of  parlia-^ 
ment  to  the  most  destructive  schemes  he 
can  inv^t. 

We  know  that  the  late  kin^  William  was 
once  Implied  to  by  some  of  his  mbisters^ 
to  remove  an  officer  of  his  army,  because 
of  a  vote  he  had  given  in  this  Houses 
but  that  prince,  like  a  great  and  a  vise 
King,  answered,  *  1  suppose  the  gentle- 
man voted  according  to  what  afmeared 
lust  and  right  to  him  at  that  time;  I  knosr 
him  to  be  a  brave  and  a  good  oflEcer,  and 
one  who  has  always  done  his  duty  in  hie 
military  capacity;  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  his  behaviour  in  parliament,  and  there* 
fore  I  will  not  restiove  him  from  his  com* 
mand  in  the  army.'  His  late  Maj^sstywae 
sd  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  what  is  wm 
proposed,  that  he  ^^[ffoved  of  a  bill  of  Ihsi 
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teryittitiire;   the  biU  was  actually  drawn 

rid  WAS  to  have  been  brought  into  the 
House  by  the  late  earl  Stanhope : 
thii  I  kno^  to  be  true,  I  do  not  know  how 
it  was  prevented,  but  I  know  that  his  late 
Msjesty  cheer^y  gave  his  consent  for  the 
bru^pg  it  into  parliament. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
lastsaki^  that  those  gentlemen  who  are  for 
the  present  question  used  the  officers  ill, 
but  1  leave  it  to  the  impartial  world,  I  leave 
it  to  the  officers  themselves,  to  iudge  which 
lide  uses  them  worst :  those  who  say  they 
ought  to  be  secured  a|;ainst  the  reseiit- 
meat  of  a  ^rrannical  minister,  or  those  who 
tell  ui.  You  are  to  expect  no  justice  from 
officers  sitting  in  a  court  martial,  notwith- 
ttanding  their  being  sworn  to  do  the  same 
uiitiGey  and  to  try  with  the  same  impartia- 
lity, tluit  judffes  and  juHes  ought,  and  are 
imposed  to  do:  you  are  not  to  trust  to 
ODoers,  they  will  certainly  combine  toge- 
ther, and  destroy  your  constitution ;  there 
ii  nothing  can  keep  them  honest  or  faith- 
iul  to  their  country,  but  keeping  them  in 
t  ikfish  depeudeikce  ujpon  the  crown. 
Has  not  this  been  the  whole  language  of 
thoae  who  have  hitherto  opposed  this  ques* 
tion?  And  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  oncers 
of  the  army  will  judge  of  the  argument  as 
they  ought  to  do.  I  have  spoke  much 
earuer  in  this  delate  than  I  intended,  and 
Imoitsay,  that  I  had  but  very  little  room 
from  any  thing  that  has  been  said  against 
the  proposition,  to  have  taken  up  so  much 
of  jFour  tune ;  but  I  find  some  gentlemen  do 
not  indine  to  speak  to  the  questi<m;  how* 
eyerifthey  do  not,  if  no  better  reasons  be 
given  ag^st  it'  than  what  hs^e  been  al* 
ready  given,  I  am  persuaded  the  fiite  of 
the  question  must  be  very  different  from 
^ttt  they  eiqpect. 

Mr.  Henry  Pdkam  spoke  next  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sir;  I  have  attended  closely  to  what  has 
bete  aaid  both  for  and  acainst  the  propo- 
■itioQ  now  before  us,  and  I  think  the  de- 
late is  now  reduced  to  this  sin^  point, 
whether  by  what  is  now  profi^aea,  our 
tooatitution  may  be  menoed  and  made 
better,  ot  whether  it  inay  not  rather  tend 
to  hivt  aii4  injure  our  constitution  ?  the 
jitter  is  my  omnion,  and  I  am  convinced 
it  SMiears  m  toe  same  light  to  every  <me 
tf  tae  gendemeny  who  before  me  have 
ipoken  aoainst  the  motion.  I  do  not  ap- 
pro^ of  uid  names,  or  any  names. that 
^  adeceot  to  this  or  any  other  propo- 
«te  «id*in  Ibis  H«im;  but  as  those 


liberties  have  often  been  taken,  by  the 
gentlemen  who  now  find  fitult  with  whhjt 
has  been  said,  it  may  be  supposed  tha( 
other  gentlemen  think  they  have  the  same 
liberty,  and  may  retort  those  names,  when 
they  think  the  proposition  deserves  them; 
however  upon  all  such  occasions,  at  least 
upon  the  present,  nothing  is  meant  per- 
sonally against  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  in  favour  of  the  proposition. 
Gentlemen  have  said,  that  the  prerogative 
is  a  growing  part  of  our  constitution ;  but 
I  cannot  r^y  see  wherein  the  preroga* 
tive  of  the  crown  is  greater  now,  than  at 
any  time  since  the  revolution ;  n<Mr  am  I 
see  what  should  give  this  alarm,  or  what 
should  make  it  necessary  now  to  clip  and 
pare  the  prerogative  c^  the  crown,  unlesa 
gentlemen  have  some  scheme  for  greatly, 
or  perhaps  totally  altering  our  constitu- 
tion ;  and  if  they  have,  I  am  sure  they 
can  shew  us  no  manner  of  reason  for  our 
attemptmg  at  present  to  make  an^  sudi 
dangerous  experiment  Suppose  his  Ma- 
jesty has  thou^t  fit  to  remove  one  or  two' 
gentlemen  from  their  employments  in  the 
army,  can  that  be  looked  on,  as  asufficient 
reason  for  taking  from  his  Majesty  that 
power  he  and  his  predecessors  have  al- 
ways enjoyed?  The  very  attemptmg  such  a 
thing  1oo£b  as  if  gentlemen  thoug&t  some. 
Very  wrong  and  wicked  use  has  been  lately 
made  of  that  part  of  the  prerogative,  whidv 
in  the  present  case,  thev  have  not  tfie  least 
grounafor.  The  wortn  and  honour  of  the 
two  noble  persons  who  have  been  removed,, 
must  be  admoi^ledged  by  all ;  but,  worthy 
as  they  are,  it  must  certainly  be  granted^ 
that  they  have  been  succeeded  by  two  gen- 
tlemen of  equal  wordi ;  and  sure  this  can-, 
not  be  called  garbling,  or  modelling  the 
army ;  for  the  army  can  never  be  aaid  ta 
be  garbled  or  modelled,  but  when  the  most 
worthy  and  honourable  are  dismissed,  and. 
creatures  ii^  mean  birth,  or  of  no  worth, 
put  into  their  places.  It  is  true,  there 
were  a  great  many  officers  removed  at  dMt 
time  tluit  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was 
removed,  and  without  the  power  of  re^ 
moving  the  inferior  officers,  they  had 
not  perhaps  ventured  to  have  removed 
that  great  general  from  his  commands 
Such  a  law,  as  now  proposed,  might 
have  been  of  some  service  at  that  time^. 
but  it  would  have  been  of  bad  conse-- 

auence  soon  after  We  know  what  were 
liouffht  to  be  the  views  and  designs,  when 
the  cbke  of  Marlborough  was  removed}, 
we  know,  that  he  was  succeeded  by  a  per^ 
son,.whomI.did  indeed  esteem  for  his  j^« 
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tonal  qualificationiy  but  his  political  views 
had,  at  that  time,  very  near  ruined  our  con- 
stitution, and  have  since  upon  some  occa- 
sions gr^y  endangered  it ;  and  if  none  of 
the  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  upon  that 
occasion  put  in  or  continued  in  commission, 
could  have  been  removed  but  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial,  I  doubt  much,  if 
this  llouse  had  been  now  sitting  to  give 
their  opinion  upon  this  or  any  oUier  ques- 
tion. 

An  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
who  spoke  some  time  ago,  happened  to 
drop  some  expressions,  which  I  am  sure 
were  owing  to  his  watmth ;  he  spoke  of 
foreign  officers,  an^  insinuated  as  if  they 
might  happen  to  be  put  into  the  places  of 
those,  who  may  hereafter  be  removed. 
Every  gentleman  surely  knows,  that  this 
ivoula  be  directly  contrary  to  law;  and  no 
roan  can  say,  that  th^re  has  been  any 
thing  done  or  attempted,  that  can  give 
the  least  ground  for  apprehending  any 
jiuch  thing  m  time  to  come :  It  was  in- 
deed an  indecent  and  an  ugly  insinuation ; 
I  wish  the  gentleman  had  spared  it;  but  as 
I  am  convinced  that  it  was  entirely  owing 
to  warmth,  I  shall  take  no  farther  notice 
of  it.  I  did  really  think  it  unnecessary  to 
have  given  you  any  trouble  in  this  debate, 
since  other  gentlemen  before  me  have 
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I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  its  being  entertained 
by  any  gentleman,  idio  has  the  honour  of 
being  a  member  of  this  House.  I  wish 
those  gentlemen  would  consider  a  little 
better  the  nature  and  the  being  of  our 
constitution,  and  the  many  alterations  that 
have  from  time  to  time  crept  into  it;  if 
they  do  they  will  find  no  greater  novelty, 
nor  can  they  find  one  more  dangerous, 
than  that  of^a  standing  army.  It  is  not 
as  yet,  I  hope,  a  part  of  our  constitution, 
and  therefore,  what  is  now  proposed  can- 
not be  an  alteration  of  our  constitution ; 
it  is  indeed  so  far  otherwise,  that  the  very 
design  of  it  is  to  prevent  our  constitution^ 
being  altered,  by  a  standing  army's  being 
hereafter  made  a  part  of  it ;  or  at  least  to 
make  that  army  less  dangerous,  in  case  it 
should  become  absolutely  necessary  for 
us  always  to  keep  up  a  standing  army. 
We  have  likewise  been  told,  that  the  pre- 
rogative is  a  part  of  our  constitution,  and 
the  lessening  the  power  of  the  crown,  or 
robbing  the  crown  oi  its  prerogative,  as 
gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  caU  i^  is 
an  alteration  of  our  constitution.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  no  notion  of  any  legal 
power  or  prerogative,  but  what  is  for  tfie 
benefit  of  the  community ;  nor  do  I  thii^ 
that  anv  power  can  be  legal,  but  iHiat  is 

^ _   ,  oririnally  derived  from  the  community; 

ffhren  sufficient  reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  ;  ana  it  is  certain,  that  all  the  power  thai  is. 


Siis  motion,  and  have  answered  every 
thing  said  in  favour  of  it;  but  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  spoke  last,  Beemed 
io  mighty  desirous,  that  gentlemen  would 
gpeak  against  what  he  ana  his  friends  seem 
to  be  for,  that  I  rose  up  rather  to  gratify 
bhn,  than  that  I  thought  any  thing  neces- 
sary to  be  added  to  what  had  before  been 
said  against  this  proposition ;  and  there- 
fore I  shall  take  up  no  more  of  your  time, 
but  leave  the  proposition  to  stand  or  M  by 
its  own  merits. 


Sir 
flud: 


William   Wyndkam  stood  up  and 


Sir ;  The  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
pleased  to  speak  against  this  proposition, 
nave  sJl  of  them  asserted,  that,  should  it 
take  place,  it  would  alter  die  yery  being 
of  our  constitution ;  from  whence  we 
must  conclude,  that  these  gentlemen 
think,  that  the  very  bebg  of  our  consti- 
tution consists,  not  onlj^  in  having  a  stand- 
ing-army, but  it  consists  also  in  having 
that  army  absolutely  and  entirely  depen- 
dent on  the  crown ;  which  is  an  opinion  so 
directly  contrary  to  that  which  every  man 
ought  to  have  about  our  constitution,  that 


or  can  l;>e  given  by  the  people,  must  be 
given  for  their  own  protection  and  de- 
fence; Therefore,  if  the  people  should  af- 
terwards find  that  they  nave  given  too 
much,  if  they  should  begin  to  foresee,  that 
the  power  they  have  given  may  com^  to 
be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  them- 
selves ;  have  not  they  reason,  have  not  they 
a  right,  to  take  back  what  part  of  it  their 
think  necessanr  for  their  own  safety  ?  This 
is  the  proper  footing,  upon  which  die  pre- 
sent debate  ought  to  be  put ;  and  taking  - 
it  upon  this  .rooting,  suppose,  that  this 
power  of  removing  me  officers  of  the  army 
were  a  part  of  the  ancient  prerogative  of 
the  crown;  if  the  parliament  diouM  fore- 
see, that  this  power  might  be  made  a  bad 
use  of;  that  it  might  easily  be  turned  to- 
wards enslaving  the  people,  would  not  the 
pe(^le  have  a  right  to  take  it  from  the 
crown  ?  would  it  not  be  their  duty  to  d<» 
so?  nay,  ought  not  the  crown  wiUhigly 
and  freely  to  give  it  up  ? 

Gendemen  have  next  endeavoured  t» 
frighten  us  with  the  efiects  of  this  prop6-» 
sition,  should  it  be  passed  into  a  law^ 
They  say  we  sho^d  soon  see  what  audh. 
an  mdependence  in  the  army  would  Xtxrih 
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to;  but,  for  God'f  sake,  is  not  the  anny 
to  be  stiU  as  much  dependent  upon  lung 
and  parliament,  as  ever  they  were  before  ? 
If  it  should  be  but  suspected,  that  any 
officer,  or  any  number  of  officers  were 
going  to  attempt  any  thing  against  king 
and  pariiament,  could  not  the  king  im- 
mediately suspend  them,  or  even  p«t  them 
under  arrest  ?  and  could  not  the  parlia^ 
ment,'  as  soon  as  they  met,  address  his 
Majesty  to  remove  them  ?  Upon  this  oc^ 
casiOD,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  the  dif- 
ference of  the  two  cases :  In  the  onecase, 
an  army  entirely  d^endent  on  the  erown, 
10  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  grown,  that, 
let  the  merit  of  those  gentlemen  in  their 
mifitaiyc^^>aci^be  never  so  great;  let 
their  fidelity  to  their  king  and  country  be 
never  so  con^icuous ;  let  their  past  ser- 
vices be  never  so  meritorious ;  yet,  if  they 
do  not  implicitly  ob^  all  the  orders  they 
shall  receive  from  the  crown,  or  rather 
from  the  finrourite  minister  of  the  crown ; 
if  they  do  not  submit  to  propagate  the 
most  davish  schemes  of  a  projecting 
jmnisCer^  they  may  probably  be  turned  out 
of  their  emplo^jrments  in  the  army;  and 
tiius,  after  havmg  vrore  out  their  youth 
and  vigour  in  theservice  of  their  country, 
they  may  at  last,  and  in  their  old  age,  be 
turned  adrift,  and  reduced  to  a  starving 
condition.  In  the  other  case,  an  army 
under  no  such  servile  dependence,  having 
no  reason  to  doubt  ot  preferment  ac-. 
cording  to  their  merit,  and  certam  they 
could  not  be  turned  out  of  the  places  they 
have  purchased  by  their  hang  services, 
without  being  guilty  of  some  crime,  or  of 
dishonourable  behaviour;  and  having  the 
constitution,  and  the  laws  of  their  country, 
as  a  security  for  their  enjoying  all  those 
advantages  as  long  as  th^  live;  is  it  not 
an  easy  matter  to  determine,  in  which  of 
these  cases  an  army  may  be  of  most  danger, 
or  of  most  service,  to  the  constitution  of 
thi»  country. 

I  will  allow  all  that  has  been  said  about 
die  virtue  of  those,  who  are  at  present  the 
officers  of  our  army;  about  their  being 
Englishmen,  and  every  thing  else,  that  has 
been  said,  or  can  be  said,  in  favour  of  the 
dianictera  of  those  gentlemen ;  but  still 
they  are  men,  and  every  body  knows,  that 
those  who  have  a  dei>endence,  perhaps  for 
the  whole  they  have  in  the  world,  must  be 
something  more  than  men,  if  they  act  with 
the  same  freedom,  that  they  would  do  if 
they  were  under  no  such  iimuence  6r  de- 
peiulence :  it  is  certain ;  I  hope  the  gen- 
fleaien  of  the  other  «ide  <xf  the  queition^ 


even  those  gentlemen  who  now  stand  up  se 
sealously.  for  the  prerogative,  will  grant, 
that  ours  is  a  limited  monarchy :  our  con- 
stitutiim  depends  upon  its  not  ^ing  in  the 
joower  of  the  crown,  to  break  throu^  those 
mnits  which  are  prescribed  by  law,  or  to 
manage  so  as  to  render  them  quite  ine&c* 
tual ;  for  when  either  of  these  comes  to  be 
the  case,  our  constitution  will  be  at  ai| 
end ;  the  moi^archy  can  no  longer  be  said 
to  be  limited,  any  more  than  a  man  can  bt 
said  to  be  under  any  restraint,  who,  though 
locked  up  in  a  room,  has  the  keys  in  his 
pock^  and  may  open  the  doors  when  he  • 
pleases,  or  ha^  proper  materials  at  hand^ 
and  may  break  the  doors  open,  and  undk 
out  whoiever  he  has  a  mind.  We  are 
therefore  never  to  give  a  power  to  the 
crown ;  we  ought  not  to  leave  the  crown 
in  the  possession  of  a  power,  which  may 
enable  any  future  king  to  shake  offdl  thase 
limitations,  which  the  royal  power  ought 
by  our  constitution  to  be  subject  to :  and 
in  this  view  I  leave*  it  tp  every  gentleman 
to  consider,  whether  a  standmg  army,, 
und^  the  present  circumstances,  or  under 
the  regulations  now  proposed,  does  portend 
most  danger  to  our  c<m8tituti<m  ?  For  mv 
own  part,  I  think  the  case  so  plain,  I  think 
the  dangers  pretended,  from  what  is  now 
propose^  so  chimeri(»l,  that  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  motion  imposed  by  any 
gentleman,  who  pretends  to  nave  the  liber- 
ties, or  the  b&ppmess  of  his  countiy  truly 
atheart. 

But  in  particular,  I  must  at  presmit  ob- 
serve, that  if  no  notice  should  be  taken  of 
what  has  lately  happened ;  if  no  such  pro- 
visioB,  as  is  intendi^  by  the  Bill  now  moved 
for,  flhould  be  made,  and  we  should  enter 
into  a  war,  as  is  now  hkely  we  may  be 
obliged  to  do,  what  encouritfement  can 
young  gentlemen  of  noble  and  ancient  fa- 
milies have  to  go  into  the  army;  when  they 
consider,  that  after  having  men  ventured 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
afier  having  honourably  acquired  some  ^ 
preferment  m  the  army,  and  afterwards, 
by  a  natural  and  fiumlvf-interest,  are  com^ 
to  have  s^ts  in  Parliament,  they  must 
then  be  obliged  to  forfeit  all  those  prefer- 
ments they  have  so  honourably  acquired, 
or  otherwise  to  nutke  themselves  prosti-. 
tutes  to  an  in&mous  and  wicked  adminis- 
tration? After  this  melancholy  considera- 
tipn,  can  it  be  presuined,  that  any  gentle- 
man of  honour  vrill  engage  with  that  ala« 
crity  in  the  airmy,  as  he  would  do,  if  he 
were  assured  of  preserving  and  enjoying 
Whatever  pos)s  he  mfiy  have  in  the .  army. 
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with  the  same  honour  and  integrity,  with 
whidi  he  acquired  them  ?  This-  miikes  it 
more  partictuarly  necessaiy  at  present  to 
agree  to  the  proposition  now  n^de  to  us ; 
and  as  I  thmk  it  makes  no  eneroachment 
upon  our  constitutaon,  but  is,  upon  the 
contrary,  a  rery  necessary  amendment ;  as 
I  think  it  for  the  honour  c^  Parliament,  and 
'  no  way  inconsistent  with  the  honour  or 
ittfety  of  the  crown,  I  shall  therefore  most 
heartily  agree  to  it 

Sir  WiUiam  Yonge  spoke  next : 

Sff ;  It  is  said,  I  remember,  in  a  printed 
pap^  whidi  I  read  lately,  that  the  Revo- 
lution had  not  brought  our  Ccmstitution  to 
that  perfection  which  it  oughtto  haVe  done ; 
Imt  that  some  amendments  were  still  want- 
ing, and  seemed  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 
I  was  indeed  at  some  loss  to  think  what 
the  amendments  could  possibly  be,  which 
those  reforming  geniuses  pointed  at,  but 
now  the  secret  is  in  some  part  out ;  for 
the  proposition  now  in  debate  I  verily  be- 
liere  to  be  <me  of  those  necestay  amend- 
ments they  thought  of;  but  the  gentlemen, 
who  have  spoke  before  me,  havest^lciently 
prored,  that  this  amendment  wcnild  be  so 
far  from  improving  our  constitution,  or 
tendering  it  more  secure,  that  it  would  in 
a  great  measvnre  entirely  destroy  it :  and  if 
tfie  other  amendments,  their  wudonM  have 

f  rejected,  be  of  the  same  nature  with  this, 
am  afraid  die  people  of  England  will  not 
think  themselves  much  obliged  to  them, 
for  projecting  such  amendments.  We 
know,  Uiat  the  people  of  this  nation  have 
generally  been  dhriaed  into  parties ;  and 
that  party  which  I  have  atwajB  been  proud 
to  reckon  myself  one  of,  has  generally, 
thoui^h  very  wrmigfolly,  been  odled  Uie 
tepublican  pmiy;  but  if  I,  or  any  other 
gentleman  in  this  House,  who  has  the  ho- 
pmt  of  being  reputed  a  Whig,  should 
eome  into  this  profM»ition,  we  should  justly 
deserve  that  name,  which  those  of  another 
party  have  always  given  us  by  way  of  re- 
proach ;  for  it  is  certain,  that,  if  this  pro- 
positicm  should  take  place,  our  chief  m^^is- 
trate  could  not  properly  be  cdled  a  king ; 
he  would  not  nave  so  much  power  lefr 
him.  as  the  stadthokler  of  the  r^ublic  of 
Holland  has  always  enjo3red.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who  spdce  last,  in* 
sisted  much  upon  the  danger  of  an  army 
,  depending  upon  the  crown,  and  talked  at 
taming  omcers  adrift,  and  reducing  them 
to  a  starving  condition ;  but  let  us  consult 
ou?  histori^  and  see  whether  an  army 
dtfyottdinf  upon  the  crown,  orane  depend^ 
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ing  upon  the  Parliament,  has  done  most 
harm  to  our  Constitution :    we  shall  there 
see,  that  an  army  of  the  latter  kind  was  so 
far  frora  improving,  or  doing  good  to  our 
Constitution,  that  they  very  quickly  over- 
turned it;  they  soon  brought  the  King  from 
the  throne  to  the  scaffold;  they  turned 
both  Lords  and  Commons  out  of  doors, 
and  then  set  up  a  most  arbitrary  govern- 
ment of  their  own :    whereas  an  army  of 
the  first  kind  has  often  preserved  the  CJon- 
stitution ;  an  army  much  more  dependent 
upon  the  crown,  than  our  army  is  at  pre- 
sent, was,  we  know,  so  far  from  supporting 
the  crown  in  attempts  against  the  liberties 
of  the  pec^le,  that  most  of  the  army  joined 
with  the  people  in  vindicating  their  liber- 
ties, even  against  a  king  upon  whom  they 
had  a  most  absolute  dependence ;    and 
while  our  army  consists  only  of  our  own 
countrymen,  and  is  commanded  by  gen- 
tlemen of  good  ftuttilies  and  fortunes  in  the 
kingdom,  we  may  always  expect  from  them 
the  same  honourable  behaviour.    As  for 
turning  officers  adrift,  and  reducing  them 
to  a  starving  condition,  it  is  certam  that  no 
such  thing  can  ever  happen  to  any  officer 
that  is  a  member  of  this  House,  let  him 
vote  or  behave  in  this  House  in  whatever 
manner  he  will ;  for  his  very  qualification, 
the  estate  he  must  have  in  his  own  ri^ht 
and  possesaon,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for 
having  a  seat  in  Parliament,  wm  alwajrs 
be  sufficient  to  lEdFord  him  a  comfortable 
subsistence ;  so  that  if  he  has  any  honoar 
or  regard  to  his  country,  the  fear  of  being 
turned  out  of  his  post  in  the  army  can  never 
prevail  upon  him  to  give  a  vote  in  thia 
House  contrary  to  what  he  thinks  right. 
And  if  we  can  suppose  that  any  officer^ 
who  is  now,  or  ever  may  be  in  this  House^ 
has  neither  honour  nor  resard  to  his  coun- 
try, with  BUch-a  man  the  hopes  of  prefer- 
ment will  work  as  effectually,  as  the  fear  of 
extreme  necessity  can  be  supposed  to  work 
with  any  man  of  common  honour;  but  as 
no  such  thing  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  aup- 
posed,  we  have  no  occasion  to  give  our- 
selves any  trouble,  much  less  to  run  our- 
selves into  evident  dangers,  in  order  to 
provide  agiainst  it.    In  short,  I  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  our  making  such  an  alteration 
in  our  constitution ;  I  can  see  no  cause  for 
our  making  such  an  attack  upon  the  prero- 
gative ;  it  may  be  productive  of  great  tnis- 
chiefij,  but  cannot  produce   any    good* 
And  as  for  using  the  officers  ill,  the  gen- 
tlemen af  the  amnr,  who  are  now  Za  tfie 
House,  are  themsems  die  best  judges  bjr 
wdbtdh  side  of  Ae  qitesttoo  they  are 
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used ;  and  their  way  of  voting  upon  this 
question  will  be  the  best  proof  of  their 
judgment  in  that  particular:  as  for  my 
own  part,  I  really  tnink  the  proposition  so 
unreasonable,  and  so  inconsistent  with  the 
principles,  even  of  those  gentlemen  who 
support  it,  that  I  did  not  at  first  believe  it 
comd  have  bore  so  long  a  debate. 

Sir  Thomas  Saunderson  spoke  next  for 
the  motion;  lord  Glenorchy  against  it ;  sir 
J<^  Barnard  for  it ;  col.  Mordaont  and 
Mr.  Duncan  Forbes  against  it :  Then 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  spoke  against  the 
motion  as  follows : 

Sir  ;  When  I  first  heard  that  such  a 
motion,  as  what  is  now  before  us,  was  to 
be  made  to  this  House,  I  considered  with 
myself,  what  it  was  that  had  given  occa- 
sion for  gentlemen's  thinking  of  making 
such  an  innovation  in  our  constitution,  what 
view  or  design  they  had,  and  what  form  of 
government  they  anned  at ;  as  to  all  which 
rarticulars  I  found  myself  entirely  at  a  loss. 
We  have  heard  of  monarchies,  aristocra- 
cies, democracies,  of  oligarchies  and  anar- 
chies; but  should  this  proposition  take 
place,  I  am  persuaded,  the  government  of 
this  country  would  soon  become  what  may 
be  called  a  stratocracy,  an  army-govern- 
ment, which  is  a  sort  of  government  was 
never  yet  established  in  any  country*;  and 
i^ich  a  government  as,  I  believe,  no  man  in 
this  nation  would  be  fond  of :  I  shall  not 
run  out  in  compliments  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  army,  but  I  hope  those  gentlemen 
will  not  taker  it  amiss,  if  I  say,  that  1  do 
not  desire  to  give  up  our  present  form  of 
government,  in  order  to  come  under  their 
government. 

Ab  for  trials  by  martial  law,  I  believe  no 
gentleman  will  dispute,  but  that  they  have 
hkberto  been  very  iust  aind  impartial ;  but 
if  the  officers  should  be  once  made  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  power,  we  do  not 
knew  what  those  trials  might  turn  to :  I 
oekher  can,  nor  shall  say  any  thing  to 
r^ect  upon  the^gentlemen  who  are  ju&es 
m  su^  trials,  but  we  must  all  allow,  that 
the  nature  of  mankmd  is  such,  that  every 
one  has  an  attachment  to,  and  a  bias  in 
firvour  of  those  he  looks  on  to  be  of  the 
nme  body  with  himself,  merchants,  law- 
yers, even  tiie  meanest  sort  of  tradesmen 
shew  a  partiality  in  fin^our  of  one  another ; 
and  why- we  shodd  look  upon  the  officers 
of  the  arm/ to  be  l€Sglid>ie  to  those  na- 
tural partialities  than  any  otfter.set  of  men, 
I  cannot  really  see  any  reason  for ;  there- 
fore I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  if  this  pro- 
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position  diould  be  once  passed  into  a  law^ 
It  would  not  be  possible  to  remove  any 
officer  from  his  commission  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial,  as  long  as  he  pre- 
served a  character  and  ah  interest  in  the 
army,  which  of  course  would  encourage 
them  in  the  boldest  attempts,  against  the 
constitution  and  the  government  of  their 
country. 

Gentlemen  have  told  us,  that  generals 
are  still  to  be  removeable  by  the  King  at 
pleasure,  and  that  all  other  officers  are  still 
to  be  removeable  by  his  Majesty  and  the 
parliament ;  but  I  believe  it  will  be  grant- 
ed, that  though  the  King  should  most  evi- 
dently see  a  very  just  cause  for  removing 
a  general  officer,  he  might  not  find  it  safe 
to  do  so,  with  out  removing  at  the  same 
time  a  great  number  of  inferior  officers, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  dependents  upon  that 
general,  and  perhaps  associated  with  him 
in  the  same  wicked  designs :  and  if  officera 
were  made  secure  of  their  commissions  for 
life,  it  would  add  so  much  weight  to  their 
interest  through  the  whole  kii^om,  that 
they  might  soon  get  such  an  influence  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  would  make 
it  impossible  to  procure  an  address  from 
either  House,  for  the  removal  of  any  of 
them  ;  besides,  the  very  calling  of  the  par- 
liament together,  which  cannot  be  done 
suddenly,  would  give  the  alarm  t9  those 
officers  who  might  be  engaged  in  a  cbn-^ 
spiracy  for  seizing  the  government  into 
tneir  own  hands,  whereby  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  carrying  their  designs 
into  execution,  before  the  government 
could  by  any  means  prevent  them. 

Thus  we  should  be  in  continual  danger 
of  falling  entirely  under  the  government 
of  our  army,  and  I  am  sure  there  is  no- 
thing has  of  late  happened,  that  can  give 
occasion  for  our  running  ourselves  into 
any  sucii  danger.  Wliat  though  his  Ma- 
jesty has  lately  thought  fit  to  remove  two 
gentlemen  from  their  commands  in  the 
army :  can  the  removing  of  two  gentle- 
men only,  in  a  course  of  so  many  years, 
be  called  modelling  or  garbling  the  army  ^ 
Can  it  be  said,  that  the  gentlemen  who 
have  succeeded  them,*  are  not  men  g(  as 
good  families,  of  as  great  estates,  and  of 
as  untainted  characters,  as  any  gentlemen 
in  the  kingdom  ?  Surely,  this  ca^ot  be 
called^  garbling,  which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready said,  must  imply  the  removal  of  the 
most  worthy,  and  putting  the  most  unwor- 


*  The  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  aarl  of  Pern* 
broke. 
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thy  into  their  places  ;  and  this,  I  am  con- 
vinced,  the  angriest  man  in  this  House  will 
not  pretend  to  be  the  case  at  present. 

It  is  certain,  there  never  were  any  re- 
movals made,  but  what  occasioned  various 
•peculations,  when  the  reasons  why  they 
were  made  were  not  publicly  known  ;  in 
•uch  cases,  every  man  who  is  ignorant  of 
the  true  reason,  is  apt  to  assign  some  rea- 
sons of  his  own  invention  ;  but  of  all  the 
removals  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  what- 
ever talk  they  might  occasion  without 
doors,  there  never  was  any  of  them  tliat 
occasioned  any  proposition  or  motion  in 
this  House ;  no  pretence  was  ever  taken 
from  any  such,'  to  rob  the  crown  of  its 
prerogative,  or  to  alter  our  constitution  in 
any  part.  Even  when  the  great  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  removed,  there  was  no 
such  proposition  as  this  ever  thought  on  : 
the  removal  of  that  great  man  I  remember 
w£ii\ ;  and  I  remember  too  the  arts,  that 
were  used  by  his  enemies,  first,  to  pro- 
cure, and  then  to  justify  his  removal. 
What  gentleipen  would  do  by  the  bill  now 
proposed,  was  the  very  crime  pretended 
to  be  laid  to  his  charge :  it  was  pretended, 
that  he  was  contriving  how  to  get  himself 
made  general  for  life :  that  he  was  become 
too  ^eat  for  his  mistress ;  and  had  thrown 
off  all  dependence  on  the  crown  :  that  he 
aimed  at  being  made  perpetual  dictator  ; 
and  to  give  some  sort  or  colour  for  the 
spreading  of  tliis  calumny,  I  remembeV, 
that  a  certain  zealous  gentleman  of  those 
days,*  sent  a  large  present  to  Mr.  Booth, 
and  told  him,  it  was  for  the  part  he  acted 
in  the  tragedy  of  Cato,  against  the  per- 
petual dictator.  This  shews,  that  it  was 
then  looked  on  as  a  -great  crime  for  an 
officer  to  endeavour  to  be  independent  of 
the  crown ;  and  why  it  should  now  appear 
in  a  light  so  different,  as  to  make  people 
think  it  necessary  to  make  a  law  for  that 
verv  purpose,  I  cannot  imagine. 

We  know  that  great  endeavours  have 
been  of  late  used,  to  make  it  be  believed 
abroad,  that  this  is  a  divided  nation,  that 
the  people  are  disaffected :  hitherto  all 
such  endeavours  have  had  but  very  little 
effect ;  but  if  this  proposition  should  pass 
into  a  law,  will  not  foreigners  have  reason 
to  believe  what  they  have  heard  ?  They 
cannot  imagine,  that  the  removing  two 
colonels  of  regiments,  could  have  pr<^uced 
such  a  law,  but  will  naturally  say,  what  we 
have  heard  we  see  now  to  be  true,  the 
pariiament  has  no  confidence  in  the  lung, 

*^  Lord  JBoliogbroke. 


and  therefore  they  have  taken  from  him 
that  power  which  all  his  predecessors  en- 
joyed. Is  this.  Sir,  an  opinion  which  we 
ought  at  any  time  to  encourage  or  promote 
among  our  neighbours  abroad,  but  espe- 
cially at  present,  when  a  just  opinion  of 
the  unanimity  and  strength  of  this  nation 
may  be  so  necessary  for  preserving  a  just 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  conse- 
quently, the  very  being  of  this  nation.  In 
snort,  the  regulation  now  proposed  can 
produce  no  good,  it  may  produce  a  multi- 
tude of  mischiefs,  and  therefore  I  think  we 
should  all  s^y,  upon  this  occasion,  *  No* 
^  lumus  Leges  Anglise  mutari.' 

Lord  Catherlogk  spoke  next; 

Sir;  I  cannot  but  say,  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  are  very  much  obliged  to  the 
gentlemen,  who  are  for  agreeing  to  the 
proposition  now  before  you :  but  I  look 
upon  it  is  as  a  certain  maxim,  tliat  no  man 
can  be  a  proper  judge  in  his  own  cause, 
and  as  I  have  in  the  honour  to  be  in  the 
army,  I  look  upon  myself  as  a  party  con- 
cerned, and  therefore  I  think  can  neither 
in  honour  nor  conscience  offer  to  give  my 
vote  upon  the  question. 

Then  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
motion,  and  carried  in  the  negative,  with- 
out a  division.* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr.  Sandys^$ 
Motion  for  an  Address  to  the  King^  to 
knoto  'who  advised  his  Majesty  to  remove 
the  DtJce  of  Bolton  and  Lord  Cobhamfrom 
their  Regiments."]     After  this, 

Mr.  Sandys  stood  up  and  spoke  as  fbl> 
lows: 

Sir ;  What  gave  rise  to  the  proposition 
last  before  you,  I  believe  most  gentlemen 
in  this  House  may  easily  guess ;  it  was 
often  mentioned  in  the  last  debate :  and  as 

*  <*  Had  not  thefiictbeen  so  potorious,  the  un- 
derstanding reader,  perhaps,  would  have  some 
difficulty  in  believing,  that  gentlemen  of  great 
abilities,  properties,  and  knowledge  of  the  con- 
stitution, could  have  been  so  earnest  in  a  ques- 
tion which,  had  it  past,  they  themselves  roust . 
have  been  the  first  to  move  for  repealing  it ;  or 
that  they  who  gloried  in  the  character  of  bein^ 
jealous  of  military  power,  should  endeavour  to 
render  the  annv  independent  both  of  King  and 
Parliament.  But  to  say  the  truth,  the  party 
neither  expected  nor  desired  to  succeed  in  the 
motion.  All  thej  intended  was  to  have  an  op- 
p<ntuuity  of  saying  severe  things  against  the 
minister,  and  to  introduce  another  motion, 
which  was  more  directly  tovsllad  against  bis 
power."    Tindal. 
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in  the  course  of  that  debate,  no  gentleman 
pretended  to  justify  what  has  lately  hap- 
pened,  I  have  a  question  in  my  hand  which 
I  hope  will  meet  with  no  opposition,  and 
therefore,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  move, 
^  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  humbly  to  desire  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
inform  this  House,  by  whose  advise  it  was 
that  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  dischai^e 
his  grace,  Charles  duke  of  Bolton,  and  the 
;  r%ht  honourable  Richard,  lord  viscount 
Cobham,  from  the  Regiments  lately  under 
!  their  several  commancU,  and  what  crimes 
'  were  alledged  against  them,  which  were 
the  occasion  thereof.'' 

Mr.   P^idteney  seconded    the   motion 
ti^us: 

Sir ;  I  stand  up,  to  second  the  motion 
made  by  my  worthy  firiend,  which,  I  hope 
will  meet  with  much  better  success  than 
the  last  motion  we  had  before  us :  the  last, 
indeed,  was  called,  by  some  gentlemen,  an 
attack  upon  the  prerogative,  an  affiront  to 
the  crown,  and  a  great  many  other  hard 
names,  which  I  thought  it  very  little  de- 
served; but  I  am  sure  there  cannot  be  the 
least  colour  of  reason  for  making  such  ob- 
jections, or  for  giving  such  names  to  the 
motion  now  made  to  you :  on  the  contrary 
it  is  shewing  a  great  tenderness  and  a 
most  dutiful  respect  to  his  Majesty;  the 
removal  of  those  two  noble  lords  from  their 
commands  in  the  army,  was  wliat  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  lat^  debate  so  much  as  en- 
deavoured to  excuse;  most  seemed  rather 
to  condemn,  and  all  the  world  without 
doors  had,  we  know,  before  condemned  it. 
Since  then  the  removal  of  those  two  noble 
lords  is  looked  on  to  be  a  wrong  step,  and 
ance  his  Majesty  cannot  by  law  be  sup- 
posed to  do  any  wrong,  we  ought  there- 
fore, in  duty  to  the  crown,  to  present  such 
an  Address  as  is  now  proposed  to  us,  that 
his  Majesty  may  be  freed  froin  the  suspi- 
cion of  doing  any  thing  that  is  wrong ;  that 
the  wicked  person  who  advised  it  may  be 
pointed  out  to  the  world,  and  that  the 
reproach  of  such  a  measure  may  fall  where 
it  oughL — If  ever  it  should  happen  to  be 
the  case  of  this  nation,  that  a  minister 
grown  insolent  in  power,  should  dare  to 
tdl  his  master,  if  you  do  not  dismiss  such 
tman,  or  such  another,  I  must  abandon 
you,  I  can  no  longer  support  your  govern- 
ment; and  by  such  language  shoiud  pre- 
^  on  him  to  dismiss  some  of  his  mo&t 
fiuth&l  ^servants,  only  because  they  had 
lumourabty  opposed  some  wicked  attempt 


upon  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  I  say 
never  any  one  minister,  who  solely  en- 
grossed the  ear  of  his  master,  should  ar- 
rive at  such  an  insolence  in  power,  the 
king  would  no  longer  be  the  first  man,  he 
would  be  the  first  slave  in  the  nation ;  and 
in  such  a  case  would  it  not  be  the  duty 
of  parliament  I  Would  not  they  be  bound 
in  Quty  both  to  their  country  and  king, 
to  desire  to  know  who  it  was  that  advised 
such  measures  ?  And  what  were  the  rea- 
sons for  taking  such  ?  This  is  not,  I  hope, 
the  case  at  present,  but  as  the  removing, 
ofthose  two  noble  lords  has  been  con- 
demned by  the  whole  n&tion,  it  is  sufficient 
for  justifying  us  in  the  application  now  pro- 
posed :  let  us  know  who  gave  the  advice ; 
It  was  a  wicked  one,  and  the  wickedness, 
of  it  will  be  still  more  apparent,  if  it  shall 
appear,  that  those  who  gave  it  dare  not 
avow  their  reasons  for  giving  it. 

No  member  rising  up  to  oppose  this  mo- 
tion, but  the  question  being  called, 

Sir   William   Wyndham  stood  up,  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

Sir ;  "Whether  or  no  there  are  any  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House  against  the  question, 
cannot,  as  yet,  be  determined ;  but  if  there 
are,  I  was  m  hopes  they  would  have  stood 
up,  and  have  given  the  House  sonae  sa- 
tisfaction as  to  their  reasons  for  being 
against  a  question,  which  seems  to  be 
highly  approved  of  by  several  gentlemen ' 
in  this  House.  What  the  causje  of  their 
silence  may  be,  I  shall  not  pretend  t6  guess, 
but  it  seems  we  are  to  have  no  other  satis- 
faction from  them,  but  only  a  call  for  the  * 
question. — ^In  my  opinion,  the  afiair  now 
before  us  deserves  a  much  more  decent 
treatment,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason, 
but  because  the  names  of  t\^'o  noble  lords 
are  mentioned  in  the  question,  hoth  of 
whom  have  done  great  services  to  their 
country,  but  one  in  particular.  As  I  do 
not  mean  to  compliment  the  one,  nor  to 
depreciate  the  services  of  the  other,  there- 
fore I  say  they  have  both  done  ^eat  ser- 
vices, though  in  different  capacities;  bqt 
whoever  remembers  the  late  war,  which 
was  carried  on  so  much  to  the  honour  of 
this  nation,  must  remember  how  often 
honourable  mention  was  then  made  in  our 
Gazettes  of  sir  Richard  Temple :  in  most 
of  the  accounts  transmitted  to  us  from 
Flanders,  either  of  battles  or  sieges,  his 
name  generally  stood  among  the  foremost  in  ' 
the  list  ofthose  gallant  officers,  who  bravely 
ventured  their  Hves  in  the  service  of  the  1 
country.     And  if  we  look  upon  his  he* 
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baviour  in  the  senate,  it  is  as  much  toliis 
,  honour  as  his  service  in  the  field:  in  the 
last  he  has  always  acted  as  a  ffood  officer 
and  a  brave  soldier,  in  the  defence  pf  his 
country;  in  the  first  he  has  always  be- 
haved as  a  faithful  subject  and  k  good 
counsellor  to  his  kin^ ;  and  that  such  a 
man  should  be  one  of  me  first  to  fall  a  sa- 
crifices to  ministerial  resentment,  is  what 
must  give  a  just  alarm  to  all  the  honest 
part  of  mankind:  it  is  what  principally 
gave  rise  to  this  day's  debate,  and  in  par- 
ticular, to  the  motion  now  before  you, 
which  I  very  much  approve  of,  and  if  no 
gentleman  thinks  fit  to  say  any  thing 
against  it,  I  can  hardly  doubt  of  its  being 
mianimously  agreed  to. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  having  done 
speaking,  the  question  was  again  caBed  for, 
and  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative by  252  against  151. 

Debate  iimthe  Lords  on  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough^ s  Motion  for  a  Bill  asainst 
Depriving  C^ers  of  the  Army  of  their 
Commisstons^  February  13.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough*  presented  to  the  House 
a  Bill,f  «  For  the  better  securing  the 

*  Hp  became  duke  of  Marlborojagh  by  the 
death  of  Henrietta  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in 
right  of  his  mother  who  was  next  sister  to  her 
^ace,  and  one  of  the  co- heiresses  of  John  late 
duke  of  Marlborough ;  being  before  earl  of 
Sloiiderland. 

f  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  BiU : 
*<  Whereas  do  Standing- Army  can,  in  time 
of  peace,  be  raised,  or  kept  Up  within  this 
realm,  but  by  authority  of  parliament.  And 
whereas  the  safety  and  liberties  of  tliis  nation 
do  (in  a  gfreat  measure^  depend  upon  the  expe- 
rience aud  virtue  of  tue  Officers  to  whom  the 
command  of  the  Army  should  be  intrusted, 
whenever  any  military  force  shall  be  judged 
proper  to  be  raised  or  kept  on  foot.  Now,  to 
the  end  that  persons  of  fortune  and  virtue  may 
be  encoura^d  to  expose  their  lives  for  the 
safety  and  liberties  of  their  country,  and  not  be 
subject,  by  secret  and  malicious  representations, 
to  be  cashiered  or  removed  from  their  respec- 
tive posts  in  the  Army,  without  any  charge  or 
pretence  of  neglect  or  breach  of  doty,  or  with- 
out any  examination  or  trial  whatsoever :  May 
it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  That  it 
may  be  enacted,  and  be  if  enacted  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from 
anfl  after  the  day  of  no  cap- 

fain  of  any  of  his  Majesty^  troops  of  guards,  or 
any  commission-officer  under  them,  nor  any 


*  Constitution,  by  preventing  the  ofRcen 

*  of  such  land-forces,  as  shaU  at  any  time 

*  be  allowed  by  authority  of  parliament, 
^  from  being  deprived  of  thev  Commisr 

*  sions,  otherwise  than  by  judgment  of  n 
<  Court  Martial,  to  be  held  for  that  pur<i 

*  pose,  or  by  Address  of  either  House  ef 
'  Parliament.'  His  grace  introduced  ihe 
Bill  with  a  speech,  setting  forth  the  neces* 
sity  of  makmg  somie  such  regulKtions  *ti  a 
coimtry  whicn  glories  in  the  o^me  ei 
liberty,  and  where  the  people  i^re  so  happy 
as  to  preserve  that  freedom,  after  most  oi 
their  neighbours  had  lost  theirs  by  the 
very  means,  which  he  proposed  to  obyiate, 
by  the  bill  he  then  presented  to  the  Houpe.. 

A  motion  bein^  made  for  a  second  read- 
ing of  the  said  Bill,  several  Lords  oaQed 
for  the  question:    Hereupcm 

colonel,  lientenant-cdonel,  or  maj«r  of  a  regi- 
ment, or  captain,  lieutenant,  comet,  •r  easigm 
of  any  troop  or  company,  beloDgiBg  Ui  any  re* 
giment,  or  of  any  independent  troop  or  oom* 
pany,  or  any  officer  under  them,  naving  his 
commission  mm  the  crown,  shall  be  cashiere4 
or  removed  (othei^  than  to  an  higher  post)  or 
discharged  from  his  eommissioii,  or  be  deprived 
of  the  pay  bek>nging  to  the  same,  in  any  other 
manner  man  is  heroJter  prescribed,  any  usage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  ^ 

<'  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authonty 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  officers  before 
named  shall  be  guilty  of  any  breach  of  duty,  or 
otherwise  ihisbehave  themselves  in  the  said 
offices,  That  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  bis  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  ta 
grant  a  commission  under  his  or  their  sign 
manual,  to  any  officer,  not  under  the  degree  of 
a  field-officer,  to  try  such  person  by  a  ooiart- 
martial,  in  such  manner  and  form*  ud  saly|eot 
to  such  rules,  regulations  andjpnethoda  of  tnU> 
as  have  been  usually  observed  in  courts -mar^ 
tial,  for  tryingr  personsfor  neglect  of  4uty,  or 
other  misbehaviour  in  the  army,  and  to  c^fSiier, 
remove,  or  discharge  any  officer  whatsoever,  if 
such  court-martial  shall  adjudge  the  same,  any 
thinff  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  ^twith- 
standuig. 

**  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herda 
contained  shall  extend,  or  'be  Qopstn^to.e&« 
tend,  to  hinder  or  prevei^t  his  Mi^jepty,  liie: 
heirs  or  successors,  from  disbanding,,  breaking,, 
or  reducing  all,  or  any  of  the  regitpen^,  troops* 
or  companies  now  in  being,  or  which  shall  or 
may  be  raised  hereafter,  whenever  his  Majesty, 
bis  heirs  or  successors  shall  think  fit  t9  dtt- 
band  or  reduee  the  same. 

*<  Provkled  also,  That  it  shall  and-nsay  be 
lawful  for  hia  Miyeety,  his  heirs  and  suooessorsi 
to  cashier  or  remove  tj^y  officer  whalsoeiier, 
upon  an  address  from  either  ftopiie  ^  I^ldil^ 
ment  fyt  that  purpose'' 
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The  Eari  of  Chesterfield  stood  up,  and 
ipoke  JUS  follows : 

My  Lords ;  As  there  seems  to  be  some 
of  your  lorddiips  against  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Billy  I  am  siarprised  to  bear  the 
Question  so  much  insisted  <mt  before  any 
)rd  who  seems  to  be  against  a  second 
reading  has  stood  up  to  eive  any  one  rea- 
son for  his  being  so.  If  any  motion  is 
made,  if  any  bul  is  presented  to  this 
House,  were  it  an  affiur  of  no  conseouence, 
yet  it  is  a  respect  due  to  the  nc^le  lord 
wiko  makes  the  motion,  or  presents  the 
Bill,  not  to  put  a.negative  upon  it  without 
nriiy  some  reasons  for  so  doing ;  but  in 
the  present  case  it  cannot  be  pretended, 
but  that  the  bill  now  presented  to  us  is  an 
sfiiir  of  the  utmost  conse^ence;  the  bill 
ofoed  to  us^  is,  in  my  opmion,  not  only  a 
80od,  but  a  necessary  bdl,  and  the  nc^le 
we  has  given  us  so  strong  reasons  for  its 
paistng.taat  I  hope  your  lordships  will  not 
10  much  as  endeavour  to  put  a  negative 
upon  it,  without  first  giving  sopie  sort  of  a 
reason  fc^  what  you  are  about  to  do. — 
Sudi  a  method  of  {»roceedine,  my  lords, 
is  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Houae,  it 
▼ill  really  look  as  if  something  else  than 
reason  .siad  argument  prevaSed  in  tfiis 
House :  and  if  a  second  reading  of  a  Bill 
of  such  consequence  be  in  such  a  manner 
rsfofied,  I  am  sure  the  world  will  conclude, 
that  no  good  reason  could  be  given  for  so 
doing,  which,  of  course,  most  brin^  this 
Hoivie  into  the  utmost  ccmtempt,  m  the 
ODinion  of  the  generality  of  the  nation: 
This  is  a  conse^ueaee  that,  I  am  con- 
vinced, every  one  of  your  lordshini  must 
think  yourselves  concerned  b>  ana  there- 
in I  hope  that  some  of  those  lords  who 
are  to  give  their  negative  to  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  will  stand  up  and  aive 
/OS  their  reasons  for  being  oS  that  opimon : 
at  present  my  q^inion  happens  to  be 
different  irora  theirs,  but  I  now  declare 
to  them,  that  if  sufficient  answera  are  not 
made  to  every  objection  they  shall  start 
against^the  second  reading,  I'shaU  most 
mdily  quit  the  opinion  I  am  now  o^  and 
join  with,  them  in  pMing  a  negative  upon. 
thebilL 

Lord  HeroeymAi 

My  Lords ;  I  am  one  of  tbose^  and  I 
believe  there  are  a  great  many  more,  who 
are  ^;ainst  the  second,  reading  of  this  bilL 
I  did  not,,  'tis  true,  rise  up  imwpdial»ly 
sftei;  the  motion  was  made,  to:  gjve  xmj, 
reasons  for  b^uR  against  a  second  ceading,. 
bfitMiae  I  tiynigb^,tbe  hill  w»ft  oC  a  naluoe 


so  very  extraordinarvy  and  the  objecti<»i 
to  it  so  strong  ana  so  evident,  that  I 
thought  \t  unnecessary  for  me  or  any  other 
lord  m  this  House,  to  eive  himself  or  the 
House  the  trouble  ^explaining  themt 
But  since  the  noble  lord,  who  Sj^e  lai^ 
insists  so  much  upon  it,  in  order  to  sati^ 
him,  I  shall  give  some  of  those  reasooa 
which  prevaO  with  me  to  be  against  a  se» 
cond  reading  of  the  bill  now  before  us ; 
and  if  either  that  n(^le  lord,  or  any  other, 
can  give  sufficient  answers  to  those  rea- 
sons, I  shall  most  readDy  join  with  those 
noble  lords  who  are  for  reading  this  Bill  a 
second  time. 

With  me,  my  lotrds,  one  of  the  principal 
objections  against  th^  bill  is,  that  I  look 
upon  it  as  an  open  and  a  direct  attack  iipo» 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown*  It  ia  an  at- 
tack upon  a  prerogative  which,  his  Mi^ 
jesty  and  his  ancestors  have  enjoyed  ever 
since  our  monarchy  had  a  beii^;  aildwv 
all  know  how  nearly  connected  the  pim» 
leges  of  this  House  are  with  the  preroga^ 
tives  of  the  crown ;  we  know,  my  loras^ 
that  the  last  open  and  direct  attack  tim* 
was  made  upon  the  prerogatives^  tke 
crown,  endea  in  the  total  subversion  of  ear 
monarchy,  and  an  entire  dissolution  of  thjp 
House ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  be  sur* 

C'  ed  to  see  a  bill  of  this  nature  brovwht 
into  this  House:  If  audi  a  bill  had 
passed  the  other  House,  and  had  bees. 
sent  up  to  us  from  thence^  I  do  not  doobi 
but  ^t  ewesj  one  of  yourlordshijpaipaiU 
have  easily  seen  throi^  the  des^;  vwa 
woidd  have  seen  die  snare  that  was  laid 
against  the  monarcfakad  tatiblinhmcnt  of 
our  government,  upon  which  the  privilena 
of  every  lord  in  the  nation  abaomlely  de- 
pend; tte  would  have  givea  veor  lordK 
ships  a  just  alarm;  and  this,  I  doubt  net,, 
would  have  made  you  receive  sucha  bill  in 
the  manner  U  deserved. 
«I  hanre often  heard, my  Loods,, of  acM»- 
pact  between  the  kinff  and  the  pc<iple,.aiid 
a  compact  upon  which,  it  is  said,  our  con- 
stitution and  ffovemment  depend;  if  there 
be  anyanch,  &e  nature  of  it  BrasfrcertaiBi^ 
bemuftuaL  Ondieoaepar4oarkingi»am 
obliged  not  to  usitip  or  encraach  uooalba 
liberties  aod  prbileffes  of  the  people;  boi 
surely  there  most  be  a  countq^-pertvand 
by  that  there  amsl  be  an  oUigfbaa  upon 
the  pec^  noA  to  usurp  or  enmadi  upon, 
the  pofneraandpierogBlma  ofthe  erown; 
foritwoullckbeavserytnniist  oim^act,;  if 
on  the  one  haad^  the  Kip^  wna  most 
strictly  tkd  down^  and  on>tln  ethec  hi^ndv 
d^  people  left  afe  fidl  libirty^tv  encroach 
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m  often,  and  as  far  as  they  pleased  upon 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown.  This  can* 
not  be  the  case ;  the  compact  must  be 
mutual;  and  as  hb  present  Majesty  has 
never  once  attempted,  nor  desires,  in  the 
least,  to  encroach  upon  the  liberties  or  the 
privileges  of  the  people,  it  would  be  very 
unjust  and  unfair  in  us  to  make  anv  en- 
croachment upon  him:  Nay,  it  would  be 
most  unwise,  and  might  be  attended  with 
the  most  fatal  consequences ;  for  a  breach 
of  covenant  upon  one  side  would  dissolve 
all  the  covenants'  on  tlie  other,  which 
would  at  once  unhinge  the  whole  oi  our 
constitution. 

It  has  been  always  thought  necessary, 
wj  lo^ds,  to  give  our  kings  die  sole  power, 
of  naming,  preferring,  and  removmg,  at 
Measure,  ^e  officers  of  our  armies,  in 
order  to  give  our  kings  that  power  and  in- 
fluence over  our  armies,  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessaiy  for  supporting  and  pro* 
moting  a  proper  military  discij^ine  among 
them,  witnout  which  they  would  be  of  no 
use  against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  might 
soon  become  most  oppressive  to  the  peo- 
ple, for  whose  safety  they  were  raised  and 
maintained.  This  power  was  thought  so 
necessary  at  the  time  of  the  r^vomtion, 
and  it  was  then  thought  to  be  of  so  little 
danger  to  the  freedom  of  our  ccMistitution, 
that  at  that  time,  when  the  liberties  of  the 
people  were  ftdly  considered,  when  every 
diing  was  removed  that  could  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  them,  there 
was  not  the  least  mention  made  of  taking 
this  power  from  the  crown,  or  even  of  lay- 
ing it  under  any  restraints,  and  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  that  has  happened,  which 
can  give  us  the  least  ground  for  being  of 
an  opinion  different  from  that  which  was 
the  opinion  of  our  ancestors  at  that  time. 

The  happiness  of  our  constitution,  my 
Lords,  depends  upon  that-equal  division  of 
power,  wnich  is  established  among  the 
three  branches  of  our  legislature:  The 
executive  power,  and  the  defending  of 
thepeople  against  their  enemies  is  now,  and 
always  nas  been,  entrusted  solely  with  our 
King;  and  as  long  as  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  or  the  defence  of  the  people  a^nst 
their  enemies,  forei^  or  domestic,  is  en- 
trusted with  the  King,  it  must  always  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  give  our  kings 
proper  powers  for  those  purposes ;  the 
supreme  and  ultimate  determination  of  all 
disputes  about  property  is  lodged  solely  in 
this  House;  and  the  raising  of  money  for 
the  public  use,  or  laying  taxes  upon  the 
people,  is'what^  now  seems  to  be  princi- 


pally the  province,  o^  the  other  House. 
Tlius  the  three  branches  of  our  le^lature 
are  a  check  upon  one  another,  which  pre- 
vents its  being  in  the  power  of  any  one  of 
them  to  oppress  the  people,  or  to  destroy 
the  other  two.  Under  tnis  est^lidiment 
we  have  been  happy  for  many  ages,  under 
this  the  nation  has  grown  up  to  a  very 
hi^h  pitch  of  riches  and  power,  and  while 
this  establishment  continues,  it  is  more 
than  probable,  we  shall  alwavs  be  happy. 

But,  my  Lords,  by  the  biU  now  before 
us  we  are  to  est^lish  a  fourth  power,  a 
new  sort  of  power,  which)  I  am  persuaded, 
would  soaa  become  iniiependent  of  the 
other  three.  This  is  making  a  most  con- 
siderable alteration  in  our  constitution :  an 
alteration  that  may  be  attended  with  such 
fatal  consequences,  that  it  makes  mer 
tremble  to  think  of  it:  To  establish  a 
general  for  life  at  the  head  of  a  well-dis- 
ciplined army,  commanded  by  officers  who 
could  not  be  removed,  but  by  the  consent 
of  one  another,  would  soon  put  it  in  the 
power  of  that  ceneral,  to  make  himself 
master  both  of  kmg  and  parliament:  Hie 
transition  from  Dux  to  Rex  would  soon 
become  easy  for  him ;  by  this  the  consti- 
tution might  be  entirely  overthrown,  and 
the  nation  mi^ht  be  involved  in  a  multi- 
tude of  calamities. 

It  is  true,  my  Lords,  that  by  what  is 
proposed  in  the  bill  now  before  us,  an 
officer  may  still  be  removed  from  his  com- 
mand in  the  army,  upon  an  address  from 
either  House  of  Parhament ;  but  as  die 
Parliament  cannot  be  k^t  alwajrs  sitting, 
this  address  could  not  ofi^  be  speedily  ob- 
tained^ and  if  an  officer  should  be  dis- 
covered to  be  conspiring  the  overthrow  of 
the  govermnent,  and  should,  notwith- 
standing, be  continued  in  his  commission, 
and  in  the  possession  of  that  power  in  the 
army  which  he  had,  by  virtue  of  his  cmn- 
mission,  'till  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment, both  Houses  might,  perhaps,  address 
for  turning  him  out ;  but  nis  power  in  the 
army  might  by  that  time  be  so  well  estab- 
lished, ^t  it  would  be  out  of  the  power 
of  both  king  and  parliament  to  divest  him 
of  his  command ;  and  as  for  a  trial  by  a  • 
court-martial,  I  believe,  it  would  not  be  so 
much  as  pretended,  that  a  sentence  could 
be  ^ot  against  such  an  officer,  or  indeed 
against  any  officer,  who  had  a  great  in- 
fluence in  the  army:  It  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that  officers  would  be  ready  to 
condemn  oile  another,  unless  it  was  for  a 
crime  which  they  themselves  could  no  way 
approve  of,  especially  when  Uiey  knew 
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that  they  could  not  be  removed  by  any 
other  aumoiity. 

Since  then,  my  Lords,  I  can  see  no 
manner  of  occasion  for  the  regulation  now 
proposed,  since  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  a  great  injury  done  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  it  would  tend  to  destroy  all 
mihtary  discipline  in  the  army,  and  would 
greatly  endanger,  if  not  totdly  subvert 
our  happy  constitution,  I  cannot  therefore 
agree  to  the  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

The  earl  of  Orrery  spoke  next  for  the 
question,  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  spoke 
against  it,  the  marquis  of  Tweedale  for  it, 
and  then 

.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  stood  up,  and 
wpoke  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  As  I  shall  certainly  give 
my  vote  against  the  second  rea<lmg  of 
tlus  Bill,  I  must  beg  leave  to  give  some  of 
my  reasons  for  so  doing.  I  must  be  of 
q>inidn,  my  lords,  that  it  will  always  be 
proper  to  leave  in  his  Majesty  a  power  of 
removing  the  officers  of  the  army  at  plea- 
sure in  order  to  preserve  that  respect  and 
obedience  which  is  due  from  them  to  their 
king;  but  I  am  the  more  firmly  of  this 
(pinion,  when  I  consider,  that  there  is  at 
present  a  Pretender  to  the  crown  of  these 
realms;  for  while  there  is  such  a  misfor- 
tune hanginff  over  us,  we  may  conclude, 
that  there  aufways  will  be  plots  and  con- 
trivances in  this  kingdom  against  the  per- 
son in  possession  of  the  throne ;  and  while 
there  is  a  Pretender,  he  may  have,  without 
til  doubt,  his  agents  in  the  army,  as  well 
8s  he  has  every  where  else:  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
Uiat  some  of  the  officers  may,  at  some 
time  or  other,  be  drawn  away  from  their 
duty  to  their  kmg  and  country,  some  of 
them  may  happen  to  be  misled,  and  drawn 
into  engagements  against  his  Majesty's 
nerson  and  government;  and  while  his 
•Majesty  is  in  such  danger,  shall  we  put  it 
out  of  his  power  to  remove  those  officers 
from  their  commands  in  the  army,  though 
be  has  certain  .information  of  their  being 
in  a  plot  to  overthrow  his  government, 
perhaps  even  to  take  away  his  life  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  his  Majesty  may  have 
most  certain  information  of,  the  officers 
concerned  in  such  engagements  may  be 
made  known  to  him,  beyond  all  doubt  or 
contradiction,  and  yet  the  proofs  may  be 
fudi  as  would  not  prevail  upon  a  court- 
martial  to  condemn  their  brother-officer 
to  death,  or  even  to  be  broke ;  or  they 
JQqr  b#  such  as  could  not  properly,  at 

I 


least,  at  that  time,  be  laid  before  a  court* 
martial ;  because  if  they  were  laid  before 
any  such  court,  the  informers,  and  all  the 
other  methods  by  which  the  plot  was  at 
first  discovered,  and  the  whole  progress  of 
it  traced,  mustthen  become  pubhcly known, 
by  which  all  fiirther  discovery  would  b« 
efiectuallv prevented;  and  if  the  Bill  now 
presented  should  pass  into  a  law,  his  Ma« 
jesty  would  be  under  a  necessity  of  laying 
aU  these  proofs  immediately  before  a 
court-martial,  or  of  allowing  such  treache- 
rous officers,  perlu^,  even  one  of  his 
chief  ^enersds,  to  continue  in  command^ 
by  which  they  might  probably  be  enabled 
to  render  their  con^iracies  successful;  for 
which  reason  I  hope,  that  none  of  your 
lordships  will  approve  of  this  Bill,  when 
you  c6nsider  how  dangerous  it  may  provs 
to  be  for  our  present  happy  establishment, 
and  how  much  it  may  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  government  against  any  attempts  that 
may  hereafter  be  made  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender. 

Besides  this,  my  Lords,  there  are  manr 
other  cases  which  mi^ht  be  mentioned 
wherein  his  Majesty  n^ght  have  very  good 
reason  to  remove  an  officer,  thouffh  it  would 
not  be  at  all  proper  to  make  that  reason 
so  pubtic  as  to  lay  it  before  a  court-martid : 
There  are  likewise  many  litde  crimes  which 
an  officer  may  be  guilty  of,  and  for  which 
he  might  highly  deserve  to  be  removed^ 
and  yet  these  crimes  maybe  such  as  could 
not  well  come  under  the  coenisance  of  a 
court-martial ;  at  least  it  womd  not  be  pos* 
sible  to  obtain  a  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial  for  the  removing  of  such  an  officer ; 
for  when  gentlemen  sit  in  judgment  upon 
a  brother  officer,  in  ordier  to  determiiie 
whether  he  ought  to  be  broke  or  not,  it  is 
to  be  suf^posed  that  they  will  not  pass 
judgment  against  him»  unless  some  very 
enormous  crimes  be  &lly  proved  before 
them ;  which  would  make  it  impossible  to 
keep  up  that  strict  discipline  and  re^^ular 
subordination,  that  must  be  sbserved  m  all 
regular  armies,  or  indeed  in  any  army  fit 
for  serviee,  or  that  may  be  dependea  or 
for  the  defence  of  a  country. 

I  must  indeed,  say,  my  Lords,  that  if 
any  attempts  had  ever  been  made  towards 
modelling  the  army,  and  making  it  fit  for 
any  bad  purpose,  there  might  men  have 
been  some  occasion  for  proposing  such  a 
BiU  as  this  now  before  us;  but  as  no  such 
attempts  have  ever  been  made,  as  no  such 
attempts  can  be  so  much  as  apprehended 
from  his  present  Majesty,  I  am  therefore 
surprised  tg  hear  such  a  Bill  no  much  m 
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proposed  in  thii  House,  at  presejnt  I  am 
Biure  the  passinff  of  such  a  BiD,  at  present, 
wouM  be  a  swijecting  of  the  nation  to 
manygreitt  and  certain  dancers  and  in^ 
conTenieneeSy  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  an 
inconvenience  that  has  never  been  felt  by 
any  but  in  imagination,  and  for  this  reason 
I  must  be  against  giving  the  Bill  a  second 
readiiq^. 

The  Earl  of  CkesUrfidd  spoke  next : 

My  Lords;  I  have  before  declared,  that 
my  opinion  was  for  readinff  this  Bill  a 
•econa  time ;  I  likewise  said,  I  would  alter 
my  opinion,  if  any  lord  could  give  me  a 
•ufficient  reason  &r  so  doing ;  out,  from 
What  has  fell  from  the  noble  lords  who  have 
ipo^e  against  the  second  reading,  I  am  so 
nr  from  altenng  my  opinion,  that  I  now 
Ihink  asecond  readmg  of  the  Bill  is  abso- 
hitdy  necessary,  even  before  we  can  enter 
into  any  debate  upon  the  merits  of  it ;  for 
tB,  the  arguments  diat  have  been  made  use 
of  "gainst  a  second  reading,  all  the  objec- 
tions hitherto  made  tothe  BiD,  are  founded 
mpcfa  suppoiitiona  which  are  directly  con- 
trary to  ue  contents  of  the  Bill. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  bill  is  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  that  it  is  deaiznea  for  destroying,  or 
at  least  diminishmg,  the  power  of  the 
crown;  but  my  lords,  if  what  is  proposed  in 
tlie  bi^be  ddy  considered,  it  will  appear  to 
be  neHher  an  attadc  upon  the  prerogative, 
nor  so  mndbt  as  a  dimmntion  of  the  power 
€f  the  crown:  *Aere  is  no  power  to  be 
tdien  from  the  crown,  but  that  power 
whidr  the  crown  ouffht  never  to  make  use 
of:  It  is  ceetain,  wat  the  crown  ought 
never  to  take  an  oflfeer^  commission  from 
him,  but  from  some  very  sufficient  reason, 
and  upon  a  fan  proof  of  liie  fiicts  Pledged 
agunst  him  ;  axid  therefore  all  that  ii  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill,  b  only  a  method,  by 
wMcb  liie  crown  mar  get  such  an  Informa- 
tion as  to  the  facts  ailedged,  as  may  be  de^ 
pended  on ;  whereby  the  crown  may  be 
securedagainstimpositions,  and  die  officers 
against  private  misrepresentations,  and 
fiQse  accusations :  It  is,  m^  Lords  to  pre- 
vent die  king*tf  being^  maliciously  led  into 
die  doing  a  piece  of  the  bluest  injustice  to 
a  fiutMif  soldier,  and- to  prevent  a  ^ood 
and  abrave  officer  from  being  whispered  out 
ofhis  commission,  and  redu^  to  a  starving 
*  condition  for  no  crime,  perhaps  for  a  piece 
of  bdiaviour  for  which  he  ought  to  be 
highly  rewanded.  Can  this,  my  lojds,  be 
cmta  »diminutioa  of  the  power  of  the 
crown-?    is  i^  not  plaiidy  and  directly 


grounded  upon  the  fundamental  maltim  of 
our  constitution  which  says,  That  the 
King  of  Enghind  shall  hav^  it  in  his  power 
to  do  as  much  good  as  he  pleases,  but  shall 
not  have  in  his  power  to  ao  wrong. 

The  objections  as  to  general  officers,  is 
likewise,  my  lords,  founded  upon  a  mis- 
take ;  for  if  the  noble  lords  had  attended 
to  the  first  reading  of  the  bill,  they  must 
have  known,  that  with  respect  to  general 
officers,  the  power  of  the  crown  is  to  re- 
main in  the  very  same  state  it  was  in  be- 
fore; the  regulation  proposed  by  the  bill  is 
to  extend  no  higher,  than  the  colonels  of 
regiments ;  and  surely  the  continuing  <^ 
die  most  designing  and  the  most  daring 
men,  in  the  command  of  a  single  regiment^ 
for  two  or  three  months,  after  a  discovery 
ofhis  wicked  designs,  can  be  of  no  dan- 
gerous consequence ;  even  though*  the 
continuing  him  fof  that  time  were  by  this 
bill,  to  be  made  absolutdy  necessary ;  but 
that  is  not  the  case,  ^ducfa  leads  me  to  con- 
sider another  mistsJce,  from  which  an  argu«* 
ment  hath  been  drawn,  and  much  insisted 
on  by  some  of  die  noble  lords  who  'have 
spoke  against  the  question. 

The  Pretender,  my  Lords,  I  find,  is  to 
be  lugged  into  this  question,  as  he  has  been 
into  some  otihers,  in  which  he  had  very  lit- 
de  to  do,  and  the  dan^r  the  nation,  lie< 
exposed  to  from  him  is  to  be  made  an 
argument  for  our  not  taking  that  care  of 
our  liberdes  and  constitution  which  we. 
ought  I  hope  I  am  as  little  suspected  of 
favouring  any  designs  from  that  quarter, 
as  any  lord  in  this  House ;  if  there  vrere 
the  least  ground  for  that  argument  it  would 
be  a  most'  prevailbg  argument,  with  me 
for  being  not  only  against  the  second  read- 
ing of  uiis  bill,  out  for  the  rejecting  of  it 
wtth  the  utmost  disdain :  but  those  lords 
who  make  use  of  this  argument,  seem  not 
to  take  notice,  that  the  King  is  still  to  re- 
tain the  power  of  suspending  and  putting 
under  an  arrest  any  officer,  or  any  num- 
ber of  officers,  he  pleases,  and  at  whatever 
time  or  times  he  may  think  proper ;  and  if 
the  least  discovery  should  be  made,  that 
any  officer,  or  number  of  officers  were 
curawn  into  a  plot,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
tender,  or  int6  any  other  plot  against  hia 
Majesty^s  person  and  government,  couid 
not  his  Majesty  immediately  suspend  all 
such  officers  from  their  commanos  in  the 
army  >  could  not  he  immediately  lay  them 
all  under  an  arrest  ?  nay  could  not  he  im- 
mediately throw  them  all  into  a  common 
prison,  or  at  least  into  the  hands  of  mes- 
sengers, and  detain  them  there,  until  it 
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ahould  be  found  convenient  to  bring  them 
to  trial  before  a  court  martial,  or  other- 
wise ;  or  at  least  till  the  parliament  should 
be  called,  in  order  to  have  an  address  from 
this  or  the  other  House  for  breaking  such 
of  them,  against  whom  a  legal  and  full 

5 roof  could  not  be  obtained  ?  Is  it  to  be 
oid)ted,  that  either  this  House  or  the  other, 
pr,  indeed,  both,  would  refuse  to  redress 
his  Majes^  upon  such  an  occasion  ?  And 
would  not  this  as  effectually  disappoint  all 
their  plots  and  contrivances,  as  it  iiis  Ma- 
jesty had  immediately  broke  every  one  of 
those  officers  who  were  at  first  represented 
to  him  as  bemg  concerned  in  that  plot 

Thisbill  has  been  represented  to  usasif 
it  would  destroy  that  influence  which  his 
Majesty  ought  always  to  have  in  the  army, 
and  an^imte  that  respect  and  depen- 
dence which  the  officers  ought  always  to 
have  upon  the  crown :'  but  this,  my  lords, 
seems  likewise  to  be  founded  upon  a  mis- 
tdce,  or  at  least  upon  an  oversight ;  ^, 
notwithstanding  any  provision  in  the  bill 
now  before  us,  the  power  of  naming  and 
preferring  the  officers  of  the  army  is  to 
remain  absolute  in  the  crown ;  and  besides 
diere  will  be  many  other  ways  lefl  by 
whk^  the  crown  may  secure  the  respect 
and  dq>endence  of  all  the  officers  in  the 
^rmy ;  so  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  bill, 
ncft  any  thing  designed  by  we  bill,  that 
can  possibly  diminish  that  just  and  due 
iafluence  which  the  crown  ought  to  have 
^  in  the  army.  The  hopes  of  preferment 
alone  are  sufficient  for  influencing  every 
*  oi^cer  to  do  his  duty,  and  to  shew  that 
re«>ect  which  is  due  both  to  the  crown, 
ana  to  his  superior  officers:  They  may 
not,  indeed,  be  sufficient  for  influencing 
aa  officer  to  act  contrary  to  his  duty,  both 
as  to  his  King  and  country,  by  obeying  the 
private  commands  of  a  wicked  minister ; 
but  tills,  my  lords,  and  this  only,  is  what  is 
hyjhk  bdl  proposed  to  be  guarded  against. 
AH  that  is  proposed  is,  only  that  no  minis- 
ter of  state  shall  hereafler  have  it  in  his 
power  to  tell  an  officer  of  the  army,  in  a 
case  that  perhaps  no  way  regards  military 

discipline,  <  Sir,' *  you  shall  do  so  or 

90f or  starve  !* 

Thus,  my  LfOrds,  I  Uiink  I  have  shewn  - 
that  all  the  material  objections  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  are  founded 
upon  mistakes,  as  to  the  nature  of  it, 
imich,  in  my  <^inion,  is  a  most  convincing 
argument  for  giving  it  at  least  a  second 
reading.  There  has  indeed  one  or  two 
cAer  arguments  been  made  use  of,  which 
I  jm  greatly  surprised  aL    It  has  been 

[VOL.  IX.] 


said,  that  there  are  several  crimes  an 
officer  may  be  guilty  of^  which  cannot  pro- 
perly be  .brou^t  l>efore  a  court-martial ; 
or  at  least  where  justice  upon  the  o&nder 
could  not  well  be  expected  flrom  a  court- 
martial  :  Here  indeed  I  am  <}uite  at  a  loss, 
for  I  know  of  no  military  crimes  but  what 
may  properly  be  brought  before  a  court- 
martial,  and  unless  it  be  such  crimes  as  are 
proper  for  the  cognizance  of  our  spiritual 
courts,  I  do  not  know  any  other,  but  where 
the  most  severe  and  impartial  justice  has 
always  been  given  by,  and  may  always  be 
expected  from  a  court-martial :  I  am  sure, 
that  if  any  officer  be  guilty  of  cowardice, 
of  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  any  crime,  or 
action,  that  is  in  ^he  least  dishonourable, 
the  most  strict  justice  may  always  be  ex- 
pected from  a  court-martial ;  nay,  so  se- 
vere have  t^e  officers  of  our  army  always 
been,  in  such  cases,  upon  one  another,  that 
for  some  fieulin^,  which  the  cro^v^n  has 
overlooked,  which  the  generals  have  so 
far  overlooked  as  not  to  bring  them  befor^ 
a  court-martial,  yet  the  officers  themselves 
have  taken  notice  of  them,  and  have  re-^ 
fused  to  roll  or  to  serve  with  the  man  who 
has  been  guilty  of  them ;  and  therefore  to 
pretend,  that  martial  discipline  could  not 
be  kept  up  in  the  army,  if  officers  could 
not  be  broxe  or  removed  but  by  a  court- 
martial,  b  an  aipnnent  founded  upon  a 
supposition,  which  is  directly  contrary  to 
experience. 

The  other  argument,  which  surprizes 
me,  is  an  argument  founded  upon  a  new 
sort  of  doctnne;  a  doctrine  by  which  we 
are  taught,  that  the  prerogative  is  never  to 
be  toucned  in  the  least;  ^ou  are  never  to 
make  any  law  for  regulating  the  preroga- 
tive in  any  branch ;  the  compact  between 
king  and  people  must  be  mutual;  the 
people  must  be  as  much  obliged  not  to  in- 
croach  upon  the  king's  prerogative,  as  he 
is  obliged  not  to  incroach  upon  their  pri- 
vileges. As  to  the  compacts  being  mu- 
tual, and  the  parties  equally  bound,  I  shall 
my  lords,  easily  grant ;  yet  that  can  be  no 
bar  to  our  making  as  many  acts  of  parlia- 
ment as  we  please  fi}r  regulating,  or  even 
restraining  the  prerogative,  because  to 
every  such  act  the  king  gives  his  consent, 
and  surely  all  the  persons  concerned  in  a 
compact  m^y,  by  their  mutual  consent 
make  what  alterations  in  it  they  please: 
and  8o  the  case  is ;  we  have,  by  acts  of 
parliament,  made  many  alterations  with; 
regard  to  the  prerogative ;  and  I  believe 
every  one  of  your  lordships  will  grant, 
that  it  is  to  theye  alterations  that  we  owe 
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the  Hberty  we  now  enjoy.  The  preroga- 
tiire  hfts  been  oflen  restrained  and  limited, 
or  at  least  brought  back  to  its  primitive 
hiAtitution.  Waa  not  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  a  most  noted,  and  a  most  use^  limi- 
tation of  that  prerogative  which  our  kings 
then  pretended  to  ?  Did  not  our  kings  for- 
merly pretend  to  a  power  and  prerogative 
of  removing  tk«  juc^^  at  pleasure?  but 
this  prerogative  was  found  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
therefore,  by  the  Claim  of  Rigiit,  an  alte- 
ration was  nmdc  as  to  that  part  of  the  pre^ 
rogative.  And  as  to  that  part  of  the  pre- 
rogative now  insisted  on,  it  is  well  known 
that  it  has  grown  up  of  late  ages,  tor  by 
our  primitive  institution,  the  king  could 
not  remove  the  officers  of  the  army :  the 
nobility  and  the  barons  of  the  kingdom 
were  the  proper  officers,  and  each  of  them 
led  out  to  war,  and  commanded  his  own 
military  tenants,  so  that  their  commands  in 
the  army  d^nded  upon  their  tenures, 
from  neither  of  which  the  kin^  could  re^ 
move  them,  without  tlieir  hevast  tegaily 
found  guilty  of  a  crime;  and  vrom  the 
writings  of  the  learned  ju^e  Coke,  who, 
I  believe,  will  be  allowed  to  have  under- 
stood our  ancient  constitution,  we  may 
learn,  that  of  ancient  times  the  fireeholders 
of  each  county  chose  their  leader  in  war, 
as  well  as  tiiey  did  the  sheriff  and  other 
officers  for  times  of  peace.*  And  there- 
fore what  is  now  proposed  nnist  i^pear  to 
he  ^o  &r  from  beii^g  an  attack  i^n,  or  a 
diminution  of,  the  ancient  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  that  it  does  not  near  brin^  the 
prerogative  back  to  its  primitive  msti- 
tution. 

It  has  been  said,  that  at  the  Revolution 
no  such  provision  was  made  as  is  now 
proposed;  very  true,  my  lords;  but  the 
teason  was,  because  bdore  that  time  we 
never  had  such  a  thing  as  a  legal  standing 
army ;  we  had,  indeed,  a  few  regular  troops, 
but  thfey  never,  I  believe,  amounted  tm 
4,000  men,  which  xould  not  properly  be 
called  an  army ;  «d  that  it  was  impossible 
we  coiM  thins  c£  making  any  regulation 
about  a  thing  which  was  not  then  in  being : 
and  i4«p9eover  it  cannot  be  said,  that  at  the  , 

very  ti^  of  (he  Revolution,  the  libei^ies  of    there  strongly  insisted  on,  as  an  objection 


the  people  were,  or,  indeed  could  be,  fully 
considered ;  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that 
every  thing  was  then  ranoved  that  might 
be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  them,  foi: 
do  not  we  know,  that  even  since  that  time 
-  -  '  ^ 

*  Coke's  Institutes,  Part  9,  on  the  Sutote 
•I' WestmioQer,  Ihe  WisM^  chap.  10» 


[3W 

some  regubtions  have  been  made,  with  re- 
spect to  the  prerogative?  even  that  re- 
markable regulation  of  triennial,  or,  as  wa 
have  them  now,  septennial  parliameBts, 
was  not  made  till  some  time  aner  the  Re- 
volution ;  and  yet  it  must  be  granted,  thait 
this  was  not  only  a  gteat,  but  a  necessary 
diminution  of  the  prerogative,  in  ord»  to 
.secure  the  liberties  of  the  people :  It  is  not 
in  the  power  of  man;  m]^  lords,  to  foresee  all 
the  evils,  and  all  the  inconveniences  that 
may  aflerwards  arise,  and  therefore  it  m 
impossible  for  men  to  provide  prop^  re- 
medies against  them  all ;  we  can  pvovida 
against  them  only  by  degrees,  and  as  they 
happed  to  come  under  our  observation. 

The  evil  which  is  proposed  to  be  reme- 
died^ or  at  least  prevented,  by^e  Bill 
now  before  us,  is  what  has  been  long  under 
the  observation  of  most  gentlemen  in  the 
kingdom,  and  therefore,  my  lords,  I  am 
extremely  surprised  to  hear  it  said,  thi^ 
no  examples  have  ha|^ned  which  couUL 
give  occasion  for  such  a  bill  as  the  presenft* 
13  it  not  well'  known,  that  we  haive  had 
several  examples  of  officers  turned  out  of 
their  commissions,  only  for  not  being  mjh^ 
missive  to  the  ministers  for  the  time  beinff  f 
Do  not  we  all  know,  that  m  the  end  €£&e 
late  queen's  reig%  there  were  numbers  of 
gentlemen  turned  out  of  their  commissiods, 
without  any  reason,  without  any  crime  so 
much  as  alledged  against  them  ?  Do  not 
we  know,  that,  even  in  the  late  king's 
reign,  there  were  a  great  many  bfmve- 
officers  removed,  without  being  guil^  of 
any  crime,  at  least,  I  am  sure,  they  were 
not  guilty  of  any  mihtary  crime,  no  not  so 
mndi  as  of  a  neglect  of  duty;  they  could  not 
even  be  accused  of  any  want  of  respect 
to  the  crown ;  the  whole,  I  believe,  c£ 
what  could  possibly  he  laid  to  their  charro 
was,  that  they  were  not,  perhaps,  so  sub- 
missive   to  we   prime   minister,   as   he 
thought  he  had  reason  to  expect.    These 
removes  were,  at  that  time,  my  lords,  so. 
much  taken  notice  of,  that  it  occasioned  a. 
^6iT  ^eat  debate  upon  the  mutiny-biU^ 
both  m  this  and  the  other  House  of  Piaitti^ 
ment :  I  was  then,  my  lords,  in  the  other 
House,  and  I  well  remember,  that  it ' 


X'nst  that  clause  of  tiie  bill^  by  which 
ers  are  made  jw^es  in  cases  of  life 
and  death,  that  it  was  very  improper  diey 
should  be  judges  in  any  such  case,  aslons^ 
as  then:  commissions,  entirely  dep^ndra 
upon  the  crown,  and  might  be  taken  fhom 
them  whenever  a  minister  had  a  mind* 
And^my  lords,  thou^  Us  pteMst  \ 
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jes^«  justice  and  prudence  foe  known  to 
the  whole  world,  yet  we  find,  that  even  he 
Jias  beep  prevailed  on,  by  what  means  I  do 
not  know,  to  remove  two  officers,  both 
Biembers  oi  this  House,  neither  of  whom, 
in  80  &r  as  I  can  hear,  has  ever  yet  been 
accused  of  any  crime,  or  of  any  want  of 
respect  to  the  crown ;  no  not  so  much  as 
of  a  neglect  of  duty.  What  I  am  now  on 
18, 1  know,  mv  lords,  a  tender  point,  I  am 
sorry  I  am  obliged  to  mention  it ;  and  I 
w<H]ld  avoid  it,  if  I  did  not  know  my 
heart  to  be  so  wannly  affected  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  I  am  sure  it  will  not  allow  my 
tongue  to  say  any  thinff  unbecoming  of 
him*  If  there  is  any  faiut,  I  am  sure  his 
Maiesty  is  not  to  blame :  if  the  two  noble 
lords  were  removed  without  a  sufficient 
cause,  it  could  not  proceed  from  any  thing 
that  was  wrong  in  his  Majesty :  it  must 
have  proceeded  from  some  misrepresenta- 
tions, or  some  private  and  malicious  accu- 
sations, which  nis  Majesty  has  not  yet  dis- 
covered to  be  false  ;  but  when  he  does,  wc 
may  depend  on  it,  he  will  do  justice  to  the 
two  noble  lords,  who  have  been  injured, 
and  will  severely  punish  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  giving  him  a  false  and  a 
malicioua  information  :  this,  my  lords,  we 
mi^  most  certainly  expect  from  his  Ma- 
jesty; bat  this  shews,  that  even  out  of 
that  regard  which  we  ought  to  have  for 
the  crown,  we  ought  to  a^ree  to  the  bill 
now  before  us;  because  it  will,  for  the 
future,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  per- 
son to  impose  upon  the  pown,  by  any 
Mae  surmises,  or  malicious  misrepresen- 
tations. 

I  think,  my  lords,  I  have  left  no  argu- 
ment against  the  Bill  unanswered,  but  that 
most  extraordinary  one,  of  its  being  time 
enough  to  guard  against  the  evil  of  modell- 
ing an  army  for  ai^  bad  purpose,  afler  it 
has  once  happened:  I  nope  it  will  be 
mnted  me,  thl^  the  modelling  of  an  army 
lor  the  private  and  particular  purposes  c^ 
a  minister,  or  ministiy,  is  as  baa  a  purpose 
9a  any  that  can  be  imagined  ;  and  I  tnink 
J  have  shewn,  that  such  a  modelling  was 
actually  set  on  foot  in  th^  end  of  the  late 
^leen's  rei^  and  something  like  it  hap- 
pened even  in  his  late  Majesty's  time ;  and 
therefore  it  must  be  granted,  that  it  is  now 
high  time  to  think  of  guarding  against  it ; 
but  if  it  be  meant,  that  i^othtng  like  it  has 
happened  in  his  present  Majesty's  time, 
the  argument  will  be  still  more  extraordi- 
aary,  for  does  not  every  one  know,  that 
before  such  a  Bill  can  pass  into  a  law, 
the  King  at  that  time  upon  the  throne. 


must  give  his  consent  to  it,  and  if  any 
King,  by  the  advice  of  an  evil  ministeri 
should  once  actually  begin  to  model  his 
army,  would  it  not  be  ridiculous  to  expect 
the  consent  of  that  King  to  a  law  for  put? 
ting  a  stop  to  what  he  had  actually  begun ; 
so  that  his  Majesty's  never  having  at* 
tempted  any  such  thing,  is  one  oi  th^ 
strongest  arguments  for  our  passing  the 
Bill  now  before  us ;  because  it  Is  only  from 
such  a  just  and  such  a  gracious  King  as  tht 
present,  that  the  royal  assent  to  sUch  a 
Bill  cap  ever  be  expected. 

I  hlq>e,  my  Lords^  I  have  now  fully 
shewn  the  weakness  of  all  the  objections 
that  have  been  made  to  the  Bill :  bat  as 
to  the  arguments  for  it,  they  are  strong, 
they  are  convincing :  i  shaU  only  touch 
upon  that  one,  which  I  think  has  the 
greatest  connexion  with  the  nature  of  our 
constitution.  It  is  well  known,  my  lords^ 
that  there  are  many  officers  of  the  army 
who  have  nothing,  or,  at  least,  very  little^ 
to  subsist  on,  but  their  commissions  ;  and 
it  is  likewise  well  known,  that  there  are 
many  gentlemen  of  the  army  now  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament :  there  are  now,  my 
lords,  more  officers  of  the  army  in  eacn 
House  of  Parliament  than  there  were  when 
we  had  on  foot  an  army  of  abova  sixty 
thousand  men :  these  are  facts  which  win 
not,  I  believe,  be  controverted.  It  is,  I 
do  not  know  how,  become,  of  late  years,  k 
prevailing  opinion,  that  the  only  best  way 
of  getting  preferment  in  the  army,  is  t# 
have  a  seat  in  this  or  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament :  this,  it  is  true,  my  lords,  must 
be  an  erroneous  opinion  :  it  is  impossible 
that  any  man  can  justly  and  honourably 
acquire  any  preferment  in  the  army  by 
his  behaviour  in  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  this  must  be  an  opi« 
nion  for  which  I  hope  there  never  was  any 
ground ;  I  am  sure  there  can  be  no 
ground  for  it  under  his  present  Majesty ; 
but  erroneous  as  it  is,  it  is  become  a  se* 
neral  opinion,  and  we  know  that  mankind 
always  were,  and  always  will  be  ^verned 
and  influenced  by  general  opinions  and 
prejudices;  and  according  as  the  preva* 
lence  of  this  opinion  increases,  we  may  ex- 
pect an  increase  of  the  number  of  omcei-s 
m  both  houses  of  parliament. 

We  may  expect,  my  Lords,  that,  in 
future  times,  as  soon  as  any  gentleman 
has  once  got  a  commission  in  the  army,  he 
will  next  employ  all  his  money  and  credit, 
and  all  his  friends,  to  procure  himself  a 
seatin  parliament ;  he  will,  perhaps,  pawn 
the  last  shilling's  worth   he  has  in. the 
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world,  besides  bis  coromiationy  in  order  to 
procure  himself  a  seat  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  and  how 'dangerous  it  may 
be  to  our  constitution,  to  have  such  a  man 
depending  for  the  continuance  of  that 
commission,^ upon  some  future  enterprizing 
minister,  I  leave  to  your  lordships  to 
judge*  No  man  has  a  better  opinion  than 
I  have  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  at  pre- 
sent the  officers  of  our  army ;  but  I  must 
tay,  that  I  think  it  too  hard  a  trial,  even 
for  their  virtue,  especially  in  this  dege- 
nerate age,  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  a 
deflpentte  minister,  to  tell  them,  upon  oc- 
casion of  an  important  question  in  p^lia- 
roent.  If  you  do  not  vote,  Sir,  as  I  direct 
yoii,  you  shall  starve. 
.^  Your  lordships  are,  I  am  sure,  all  con- 
vinced, that  the  happiness,  the  essence  of 
oar  constitution  does  not  depend  upon 
outward  forms,  but  up  on  realities.  Our  con- 
stitution does  not  depend  upon  our  having 
always  a  jmrliament,  bujt  upon  that  parlia- 
ment's bfing  independent  of  the  admini- 
stration; upon  its  being  in  the  power  of 
parliament  to  examine  severely,  and  judge 
mipartially  the  conduct  and  the  measures 
of  those  employed  in  the  administration. 


to  represent  the 


grievances. 


and  watch 


over  me  liberties  andrthe  properties  of  the 
}>eople  of  this  nation,  and  to  take  away 
evil  counsellors  from  before  the  king ;  but 
if  ever  a  majority  of  boUi  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment,  should  come  to  be  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen, whose  daily  bread,  or  at  least  uieir 
chief  support,  depended  entirely  upon  the 
favourites  of  the  crown,  can  it  be  imagined 
that  it  would  then  be  in  the  power  of  par- 
liament to  examine  freely,  or  judge  im- 
partially the  conduct  of  those  favourites ; 
to  relieve  the  people  from  the  oppressions 
brought  upon  them  by  such  favourites ;  or 
to  tell  their  sovereign  any  unCTateful 
truths  about  those  whom  he  had  Uiought 
fit  to  employ  as  his  ministers?  Would 
not  an  arbitrary  ne^ive  be  then  put  upon 
all  such  questioBS  in  parliament  ?  Wotuld 
not  the  best  designs  of  the  uncorrupted 
and*  independent  tew  be  b^ed  by  a  cor- 
rupt and  slavish  majority  ?  And  shall  any 
question  which  tends  towards  the  pre- 
venting of  such  a  misfortune,  have  now 
th^  ill  fate  to  be  rejected  by  your  lordships  ? 
The  Bill  now  before  us  is  so  far  from 
being  an  attack  upon  the  prerogative,  that 
it  is  in  the  very  same  terms  with  a  bill 
drawn  up  in  the  very  last  reign,  by  as  able 
and  as  honest  a  minister*  as  ever  served 


*  The  late  eari  Stanhope. 


the  crown :  he  was  indeed  an  honest  and 
a  disinterested  minister,  for  he  had  the 
happiness  of  his  country  so  much  fct  hearty 
that  he  neglected  his  own,  and  has  left 
little  else  to  his  son,  but  ^e  honour  of 
having  a  seat  amongst  your  lordship& 
The  bill,  I  say,  my  LorcGB,  was  not  only 
drawn  up,  but  even  his  late  Majesty,  who 
never  could  be  accused  of  allowing  of  any 
imjust  encroachments  upon  the  crown, 
had,  by  the  advice  of  that  minister,  agreed 
to  its  being  brought  into  parliament :  and 
if  it  had  been  brought  in  that  time,  which 
was,  I  do  not  know  how,  prevented,  not 
only  the  ministers  of  the  crown  were 
ready  to  have  supported  it,  but  the  King 
himself  was  ready  to  have  given  it  the 
royal  assent,  as  soon  as  presented  to  him 
for  that  purpose.  This,  my  Lords,  I  know 
to  be  true,  and  therefore  I  am  the  more 
suiprized  to  hear  the  offering  of  sudi  a 
Bill  now  represented-  as  an  attack  upon 
theprerogative,  an  affiront  to  the  King. 

We  all  know,  my  lords,  that  there  is 
nothing  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  BiU, 
but  what  has  been  done  in  every  country, 
where  there  are  any  remains  of  liberty 
left.  In  Holland,  no  c^cer  was,  I  beHeve» 
ever  removed  but  by  a  court-martial ;  I  do 
not  remember  that  ever  any  was,  nor  do  t 
know  any  other  way,  by  whidi  an  offi- 
cer can  be  broke  or  removed  in  that 
country.  In  Sweden,  as  soon  as  they  re- 
covered their  liberties,  by  the  dei^  of 
their  late  heroic  king,  they  established  this 
rule  amongst  them,  that  no  officer  should 
be  removed  or  broke,  but  by  a  court-mar- 
tial, or  by  the  king  with  the  consent  of  the 
senate.  And  in  Poland,  their  late  king 
having  made  long  and  repeated  remon- 
strances to  the  States  of  that  kingdom,  to 
have  a  body  of  regular  troops  raised,  and 
kept  up,  the  States  at  last  consented  to  it : 
but  how  did  they  consent?  They  agreed 
indeed  t(f  the  raising  of  the  troops  asked 
for,  but  with  this  regulation,  that  all  the 
officers  should  have  their  commissions  for 
life,  which  was  a  wise  and  a  necessary  regu* 
lation ;  but  whatever  designs  or  views  the 
court  of  Poland  had  in  asking  for  those 
troops,  they  found  that  the  raising  of  them, 
and  keeping  them  up  under  Uiat  regur 
lation,  would  so  little  answer  the  endsmey 
had  thereby  pronosed  to  themselves,  that 
they  never  put  the  ordinance,  which  they 
haa  so  strongly  solicited,  in  execution, 
norwas  there  a  man  raised  upon  that  foot. 
In  short,  my  Lords,  the  retaliation  in«- 
tendedby  this  Bill,  is  a  rep;ulation  thetliaa 
been  thought  necesswym  all  free  coun* 
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tries ;  in  this,  I  think  it  is  absolutely  neces-  t 
sary  for  the  preservation  of  our  C^mstitu- 
tion;  I  can  see  no  reasonable  objection 
that  can  be  made  to  it,  and  therefore  I 
thai)  still  be  for  a  second  reading. 

The  lord  WQloughby  de  Broke  and  the 
earl  of  Abii^don  spoke  in  &vour  of  the 
Bill,  and  then  the  question  being  put  it  was 
carried^in  the  negathre. 

Content  -  49        Not-Content  -  78 
'   Proxies  -  13        Proxies  -  -  -  22 

—62  — lOD 

Protest  on  the  said  BUPs  being  refused  fi 
ieoond  reading.!^ 
^  Dissentient' 

1.  «  Because  the  exigence  of  ai&irs  in 
times  pasty  or  complaisance  of  former  par- 
Uaments,  have,  for  several  years,  occa- 
sioned the  keeping  up  a  consiaerable  body 
of  land-forces  m  this  kingdom  ;  and,  as 
various  evei^  may  happen,  to  oblige  fu- 
ture parliaments  to  pursue  the  same  mea- 
sure which  nothing  but  the  utmost  ne- 
cessity can  jusdiy,  they  being  repuffnant 
to  the  nature  of  our  constitution,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  a  free  people  ; 
aod,  as  the  whole  disposition  of  the  said 
forces  is  absolutely  in  the  crown,  we  can- 
not but  think  it  highly  reasonable,  that 
when  so  great  an  increase  of  power  and  in- 
fluence, which  Was  formerly  occasional  and 
nre,  comes  to  be  annually  vested,  and  con« 
ttantly  exercised  by  the  crowii,  that  some 
sQch  limitations,  as  are  proposed  by  thb 
bill,  are  not  only  pro[>er,  but  necessary. 
And  we  are  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by 
the  doctrine  so  oflen  and  so  strongly  laid 
down  in  this  House,  that  the  greatest  dan- 
ger to  this  nation,  from  a  standing  military 
lorce,  must  arise  from  the  abuse  of  the 
power,  which  now  subsists,  of  cashiering 
officers,  without  any  crime  proved  or  al  . 
ledged,  and  of  garoling  the  army  at  ple&- 
nire.  And  we  heartily  wish,  that  nothing 
had  since  happened  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
that  doctrine. 

2.  «  Because  the  employing  or  remov- 
ing of  all  general  officers  would  have  been 
left  in  the  crown,  if  this  Bill  -had  passed 
into  a  law;  for  die  enacting  clauses  were 
only  to  this  purpose,  that  no  colonel,  or 
other  officer  of  inferior  degree,  bavins  his 
commission  from  the  crown,  shall  be 
cashiered  or  removed  (other  than  to  a 
ki^r  post )  or  discharged  from  his  coni- 
nuMion,  or  be  deprived  of  the  pay  belong- 
ttg  to  the  same,  m  any  other  manner  than 
by  a  court  martii^,  to  be  appointed  by  a 
(ommifsion  under  his  Majes^s  sign  ma- 


nual to  any  officer,  not  under  the  degree, 
of  a  field  officer  :  At  the  same  time  there 
is  a  provision  in  t^e  Bill,  that  nothing  shall 
extend  to  prevent  liis  Majesty,  or  his  succes- 
sors, from  disbanding,  breaking,  or  reducing 
all,  or  any  c^  the  regiments,  troops,  or 
companies  now  in  being,  or  which  shall,  or 
may  be  raised  hereafter.  And  it  is  further 
provided,  That  his  Majesty  and  his  succes- 
sors may  remove  any  officer,  upon  an  ad- 
dress of  either  House  of  Parliament  We 
conceive  therefore,  that,  as  these  posts 
would  still  have  remained,  upon  all  vacan- 
cies, in  the  sole  disposal  of^his  Majesty, 
and  that  the  persons  now  possessing  them 
are  liable  to  be  removed  for  any  breach, 
or  nefflect  of  duty,  by  a  court-martial,  or 
by  address  of  either  House  of  P^liament, 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  would  be  no 
other  ways  abridged  or  altered,  than  it  hat 
been  on  many  other  occnsions,  particularly 
in  that  instance,  of  making  the  judges  to 
hold  their  places,  *  quamdiu  se  bene  ges- 
serint,'  which  were  formerly  during  plea- 
sure only  ;  which  alteration  has  been  al- 
ways approved,  and  we  hope  wiU,  in  no 
time  to  comey  ever  be  attempted  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

S.  ^^  Because  the  practice  of  all  the  na- 
tions in  Europe,  even  where  the  govern- 
ment is  most  arbitrary,  justifies  the  inten- 
tion of  this  Bill ;  for  no  instance  can  be 
produced  in  any  other  kingdom  or  state 
(as  we  believe)  where  officers  are  cashier- 
ed or  deprived  of  their  cbmmissioos,  other- 
wise than  by  the- judgment  of  a  court- 
martial  ;  how  much  stronger  rea^ns  then 
have  we  of  this  nation  to  establish  such 
a  rule,  since  our  officers  are  niany  of 
them  in  a  capacity  of  having  a  share  in  the 
legislature,  where  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, that  every  member  should  be  free 
and  independent ;  and  more  particularly  at 
this^  time,  when  we  find  the  number  of 
officers  having  seats  in  parliament  fiv 
greater  than  ever  it  was,  in  time  of  war, 
when  above  three  times  the  number  of  the 
present  troops  were  kept  on  foot? 

4.  <*  Although  it  was  objected  in  the  de- 
bate, that,  in  time  of  danger,  upon  suspi- 
cion of  traiterous  practices,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  remove  an  officer  iBrom  hit 
post,  though  the  informations  might  not 
be  ready  to  be  produced,  or  proper  to  be 
laid  berore  a  court-martial;  ana  yet  by 
such  officer's  continuing  in  his  post,  great 
mischief  might  accrue  to  his  ^lajesty  and 
the  public;  we  apprehend,  that  objection 
received  a  full  aus^ver,  that,  in  such  a 
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casCi  an  officer  might  be  immediately  put 
under  arrest^  or  sent  to  some  other  post, 
where  he  coiUd  not  be  so  dangerous :  and 
we  conceive,  such  a  method  of  proceeding 
will  always  be  thought  most  proper,  where 
the  crime  is  only  suspected,  but  not  capa- 
ble of  legal  proof;  for  it  must  be  allowed, 
as  unjust  to  condemn  a  man  upon  suspi- 
cion only,  as  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
let  a  man  continue  in  power,  who  is  justly 
under  su^icion.    That  part  of  the  prero- 

fative,  which  will  always  be  esteemed  the 
rightest  jewel  of  the  crown,  the  power  of 
conferring  grace  and  favour,  would  have 
remained  entire,  had  this  bill  passed  into 
a  law ;  and  only  the  disagreeable  part  of 
inflicting  punishments,  was  designee!  to  be 
limited,  or  rather  secured  by  this  bill,  from 
being  turned  to  any  ill  use,  by  the  [Nrivate 
whispers  of  some  malicious  or  vindictive 
minister,  who  may  at  any  time  hereafter, 
get  possession  of  the  royal  ear. 

5.  **  Because  the  time  for  the  new  elec- 
tions drawing  near,  we  look  upon  this  as  the 
most  fevour&le  opportunity  of  passing  so 
necessary  a  bill,  since  hereafter  the  very 
great  increase,  which  may  probably  hap- 
pen, of  the  number  of  officers  m  parliament, 
may  render  the  future  passing  o£  such  bill 
totally  impracticable:  for  whue  the  officers 
of  the  army  remain  in  their  present  preca- 
carious  situation,  they  may  be  intimidated 
by  the  threats  of  an  unforgiving  minister, 
from  voting  even  for  a  bill  (x  this  na- 
ture, and  chuse  to  purchase  present  secu- 
rity at  the  price  of  their  own  interest,  and 
their  future  independence  in  parliament, 
in  which  the  liberty  of  their  country  is  so 
much  concerned* 

6.  "  Because  we  conceive  the  small 
degree  of  independence  proposed  to  be 

g'ven  to  the  officers  of  the  army  by  this 
ill,  to  be  necessary  tP  prevent  their  beinff 
exposed  to  temptations,  in  which  (though 
we  are  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  senti- 
ments of  honour  and  virtue  in  those  gen- 
tlemei^)  we  should  rather  lament  than 
wonder  to  find  a  discouraged  and  indigent 
virtue  yield  to  a  criminal  but  prosperous 
compliance ;  especially  ^  shoola  we  have 
the  misfortune,  to  see  an  imperious,  all- 
grasping,  power-en^ossing  minister,  who 
may  rasSwe  their  pohtical  si3>mission  to  bis 
oppressive  and  destructive  schemes,  the 
only  test  of  thf  ir  merit,  and  the  only 

tenure  of  their  commissions.^ fSignedfJ 

Winchelsca  and  Nottingham^  Dcars- 
dale,  Warrington,  Sufiblk,  Marl- 
borouffb,  Marchmont,  Weymouth, 
Tweedale,     Chesterfield,     Carteret, 
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Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Willoushby 
de  Broke,  Clinton,  Berkwire, 
Masham,  Denbigh,  Litchfield,  Cra^ 
ven,  ^lontrosc,  Ker,  Gower,  Bruce, 
Strafford,  Batliurst,  Bedford,,  Bolton, 
Cobham,  Tadcaster,  Bridgwater,  Car- 
digan, Griffin,  Foley,  Boyle." 


The  Earl  of  Scarboroug^s  Mctionfor 
rejecting  the  said  BUl.l  The  motion  for 
the  second  reading  ot  the  said  Bill  being 
thus  carried  in  the  negative, 

The  Eati  of  Scarborough*  stood  up 
and  said: 

My  Lords;  Before  this  question  was  put 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  give  my  senti- 
ments upon  it,  though  I  had  fully  con-« 
sidered  it ;  and  I  had  the  more  fully  con- 
sidered it,  because  I  thought  that  both 
my  honour  and  the  happiness  of  my  coun- 
try, were  deeply  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion: however  I  shall  now  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  declare,  that  I  never  gave  my 
negative  to  any  question  in  this  House 


*  <'  The  earl  of  Chesterfield  undertook  to  re- 
capitulate and  answer  all  theolgections  that  had 
beea  made  to  the  bill,  which  he  performed  in  a 
most  masterly  manner ;  but  it  was  uosatisfkc- 
tory  to  the  House.  He  said  all  that  was  then 
saying  on  the  same  aide  of  the  question  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  embtUtshed  it  with  ft 
clearness  of  sentiment  and  purity  of  diction  pe- 
culiarly his  own.  The  House  was  charmed, 
but  not  convinced ;  for  upon  the  questiou  beioc^ 
put,  whether  the  bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majo- 
rity of  78  against  49  lords  present,  and  of 
proxies  2t  against  13 ;  in  all,  tne  majority  was 
100  against  69.  But  the  earl  of  Scarborou^ 
was  not  contented  with  this  slight  put  upon  the 
bill.  He  had  considered  the  question  with 
more  attention  than  perhaps  atiy  nnember  of 
either  House.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  natu- 
ral parts,  but  be  seldom  exercised  them:  he 
was  devoured  by  that  malady  which  amonc^t 
foreigners  is  become  proverbial  to  the  English  ; 
and  it  was  very  visible  in  his  looks  apd  de- 
meanour. He  had  reading,  but  was  shy  of 
applying  it.  He  was  early  a  favourite  with 
his  royid  master ;  and  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
his  private  virtue  and  disinterestedness  at  th^ 
time  DOW  described,  atoned  for  fipreat  part  of 
the  venality  that  infests  courts.  1  hough  there 
was  fonnd^,  ofion  a  similarity  of  manners  and 
genius,  the  strictest  friendship  between  him 
and  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  who  had  so  warmly 
supported  the  bill,  yet  that  could  not  warp  him 
mm  the  duty  be  owed  to  his  prince  and  his 
country.  He  appreliended  the  lull  to  be  a  di- 
rect attack  upon  the  prerocative  of  a  prince^ 
who  never  had  exercised  it  but  for  the  good  of 
bis  people."    Tindal, 
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more  heard! j,  or  with  greater  convictiott, 
than  I  did  to  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  which  really^  in  my  CH>inion,  is  one  of 
the  most  extraontinary  Bilis  that  eyer  was 
iHtMight  before  this  House,  and  therefore  1 
must  think,  that  it  deserves  scmiething 
more,  than  the  putting  of  a  liare  negative 
i^n  its  being  read  a  second  time. 

It  has  often  been  ^  endeavoured,  by 
Biany  lords  in  this  House,  to  set  a  reguUur 
standing  army  in  the  most  terrible  light ; 
and  great  art  has  formerly  been  used  to 
^lew  the  dangerous  consequences  of  «uch 
an  army ;  but  all  the  debates  that  have 
happened  in  this  House  upon  that  head, 
th»e  never  were  any  such  fatal  conse- 
auences  pretended,  as  I  should  have 
oreaded  fr(Hn  a  standing  army  under  the 
regulations  prescribed  m  thk  Bill,  had  it 
passed  into  a  law.  While  our  army  con- 
tinues in  the  state  it  is  in  at  present,  while 
it  depends  upon  the  parliament  for  its  very 
existence,  and  while  the  officers  depend 
upon  the  King  for  the  continuing  of  them 
in  their  respective  commands,  I  shall 
never  have  any  fears  about  the  conse- 
quences which  may  soon  thence  ensue; 
but  if  this  Bill  had  passed  into  a  law,  our 
army  had  been  made  independent  both  of 
long  and  parliament.  The  officers  would 
^en  have  depended  upon  no  power  but 
their  own ;  they  would  soon  have  begun 
to  think,  that  they  had  a  legal  right  to 
their  ccnnmismons,  and  consequently  to 
their  pay ;  and  if  both  king  and  pariimnent 
had  joined  in  opinion  for  reoucing  any 
number  of  them,  they  would  liave  looked 
on  it  as  an  injury  done  them,  and  would 
have  been  apt  to  have  joined  all  together 
to  prevent  tne  effect  of  any  such  resolu- 
tton;  and  tf  they  had,  I  would  be  glad  to 
know,  how  the  resolutions  of  long  and 
parlian^nt  could  have  been  made  e&ctual 
i^gainst  them ;  whereas,  while  they  remain 
in  the  dependent  state  they  are  in  at  pre- 
sent, th^  know  they  have  no  longer  any 
right,  either  to  their  commissions  or  their 
pay,  than  it  shall  please  his  Majesty  to 
csoBtinue  them  in  their  command;  and 
therefore  they  readily  submit  whenever  his 
Mi^esty  finds  it  proper  to  reduce  any 
imnber  of  them. 

This,  my  Icntb,  would  have  been  the 
consequence  as  to  the  public ;  but  then  as 
to  private  persons  the  most  terrible  op- 
pressions might  have  ensued,  irom  making 
file  officers  subject  to  no  power  but  their 
own.  The  officers  of  the  army,  like  all 
other  sets  of  men^  are  apt  to  favour  one 
oaother;  they  are  likewise  apt  to  favour 


the  common  soldiers,  as  being  of  the  sane 
body  with  themsdves :  we  all  know  how 
many  little  acts  of  oppression  may  be  com- 
mitted by  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  their 
respective  quarters,  and  otherwise,  which 
cannot  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
common  law.  If  in  such  cases  the  officer 
should  be  guilty  of  oppressions  or  should 
connive  at  the  irregularities  committed  by 
the  soldiers  under  nis  command,  we  may 
easily  judge  what  would  be  the  conse* 
quence,  if  the  o%nder  could  not  be  any 
way  puni^ed,  but  by  a  trial  and  sentence 
of  his  brother  officers  in  a  court-martial, 
who  mi^ht  probably  be  all  guilty  of  the 
same  crimes  and  irregularities :  and  if,  in 
such  cases,  the  officers  had  nothing  to  fear, 
either  from  king  or  parliament,  we  may 
most  certainly  conclude,  that  our  regular 
army  would  soon  become  ii)tolerab^  ir- 
regular, and  would  become  a  most  insup- 
portable grievance  to  the  people  in  all 
parts  di  tiie  country  through  which  they 
should  happen  to  march,  or  where  they 
should  happen  to  be  posted. 

This,  I  mid,  my  Lords,  was  an  incon- 
venience, which  the  projectors  of  thia 
Bill  were  aware  of;  and  therefore  they 
have  pretended  to  contrive  a  remedy  for 
this  evil,  by  leaving  officers  liable  to  be 
broke,  or  removed  by  his  Majes^,  upon 
an  Address  fnom  either  House  of  Pania- 
ment ;  but  I  am  afraid,  that  this  remedy 
would  have  been  soon  found  to  be  alto- 
gether ineffectual.  The  principal  reason 
assigned,  for  bringing  in  this  Bill,  was, 
because  the  officers  of  the  army  are  now 
become  numerous  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  may  soon  become  more  nu- 
merous, so  as  at  last  to  be  able  to  bear 
too  peat  a  sway  in  both  Houses.  If  thia 
be  the  case  as  they  are  situated  at  present, 
would  not  we  have  much  more  to  fear  from 
their  numbers  and  sway  in  parliament,  if 
they  had  a  sort  of  freehold  in  their  com* 
missions ;  which  tliey  would  have  had,  if 
this  3ill  had  passed  into  a  law  \  Would  not 
the  holding  of  their  commissions  for  lifo 
have  made  every  one  of  them  more  con- 
siderable in  the  country,  than  they  can 
possibly  be,  in  the  precarious  condition 
ther  are  in  at  present  ?  And  if  you  had 
added  to  their  weight  and  interest  in  the 
country,  would  not  you  of  course  hare  erf- 
creased  their  numbers,  and  their,  sway  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  ?  this,  my  lords^ 
I  look  upon  as  a  most  certain  consequence ; 
and  are  we  not  reasonably  to  suppose,  that 
all  the  officers,  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, would  have  joined,  not  only  in  vo- 
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tingy  but  in  making  all  the  interest  they 
comd  against  any  motion  for  such  an  Ad- 
dress ?  This  would  certainly  have  been  the 
case,  and  if  this  Bill  had  passed  into  a  law, 
I  am  convinced,  the  officers  of  the  army 
would  soon  have  got  such  interest  in  botn 
Houses  of  Parliament,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  procured  an  Ad- 
dress from  either  House,  for  the  removal 
of  any  one  of  them.  The  officers  who  had 
seats  in  parliament,  would,  upon  any  such 
motion,  naturally  have  told  you,  wny  ^is 
extraordinary  remedy?  if  the  man  is 
guilty,  send  him  to  us ;  we  will  try  him, 
and  break  him  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial;  and  if  he  be  not  guilty,  he  ought 
not  to  be  broke,  he  ought  not  to  be  op- 

Eressed  by  a  vote  of  eiUier  House  of  Par- 
ament. 
At  present,  my  Lords,  if  any  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army  commit  any  act  of  op- 
pression, or  allow  the  soldiers  under  their 
command  to  commit  any  irregularities  up^ 
^e  poor  people  among  whom  they  are 
quartered ;  the  honest  countryman  has  a 
ready  redress ;  he  represents  his  case  to 
his  landlord,  and  his  landlord,  either  by 
himself,  or  by  some  gentleman  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, gets  the  popr  man's  case  laid 
before  the  secretary  at  war,  who  represents 
^  it  to  the  King ;  and  if  an  officer  should  be 
often  found  ^ilty  of  such  little  trespasses, 
to  be  sure  his  ^fajesty  would  cashier  him, 
which  certamly  is  a  ch^  upon  the  beha- 
viour of  those  officers,  whose  inclinations 
may,  perhaps,  be  veiy  strong  towards  acts 
of  oppression :  but  if  this  bm  had  passed, 
where  should  the  poor  man  have  gone  to 
complain  ?  If  he  had  got  his  case,  repre- 
sented to  the  secretary  at  war,  and,  by  that 
meaoa,  to  the  King,  what  could  his  Ma- 
jetty  have  done  ?  He  would  have  had  no 
power  to  rectify  the  abuse,  or  to  punish 
the  offender ;  and  if  the  officer  had  been 
brought  before  a  court-martial,  they  could 
not  have  enquired^  into  the  general  course 
<yf  his  behaviour;  they  could  have   en- 

auired  only  into  that  particular  fact,  which 
iej  would  not,  probably,  have  found  to 
be  of  weight  enough  to  hkve  broke  a 
brother  officer ;  and ,  even  as  to  that  par- 
ticular &ct,  it  might  have  happened,  that 
the  court-martial  was  composed  of  officers 
If  ho  were  most  of  them  guilty  of,  and 
liable  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  same  sort  of 
crime ;  I  believe  it  will  not  be  supposed, 
that  the  poor  injured  man  would  have  met 
with  much  redress  from  that  court-mar- 
tial ;  who  would  have  been  loth  tq  have 
•Bcouraged  such  complaints,  by  giving  a 
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proper  redress  to  the  person  complainiDg. 
This  might  have  been  the  case,  as  to 
courts-martial,  and  how  difficult  it  would 
have  been  for  a  poor  countryman,  perhaps 
in  some  remote  part  of  the  island,  or  in- 
deed, for  any  man,  to  have  obtained  re- 
dress, by  a  coynplaint  in  parliament,  I  have 
already  shewn. 

Whether  this  difficulty  of  obtaining  re- 
dress against  an  oppressive  and  tlnruly  of- 
ficer would  not  have  encouraged  great  been- 
tiousness  in  the  army,  I  leave  to  every  one 
of  your  lordships  to  judge.  Even  with  all 
the  power  which  the  crown  now  has  over 
the  officers  and  the  soldiers,  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  prevent  their  being  sometimes  a 
little  troublesome  in  their  quarters,  or  to 
keep  up  that  regular  and  exact  discipline 
which  ought  to  be  preserved  in  an  army  ; 
but  if  this  Bill  had  passed  into  a  law,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  have  pre- 
vented the  one,  or  to  have  enforced  the 
other :  nay,  I  do  not  see,  my  lords,  how 
it  would  have  Men  possible  for  the  colonel 
of  a  regiment  to  have  commanded  that  sub-, 
mission  and  respect  wliich  is  due  to  him  by 
the  officers  of  his  own  regimept;  all  in- 
ferior officers  would  have  become  so  in- 
dependent of  their  superiors  in  command 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  keep 
to  a  strict  observance  of  their  duty ;  every 
little  fault,  every  little  neglect  of  duty, 
could  not  have  been  brought  before  a 
court-martial,  an^  if  it  had,  the  officers 
would  have  been  loth  to  have  broke  a 
brother  officer  for  one  little  failing,  of 
which  they,  or  most  of  them  perhaps,  had 
been  guilty.  Whereas,  while  the  power 
of  removing  remains  in  the  crown,  the 
whole  tenor  of  an  officer's  behaviour  may 
be  considered:  and  if,  upon  the  whole,  it 
appears  to  be  bad,  and  without  any  hopes 
of  amendment,  his  Majesty  may,  and  cer- 
tainly would,  remove  him  from  his  post  in 
the  army. — In  short,  my  Lords,  tne  evil 
consequences  of  this  Bill^are  so  numerous, 
that  I  hope  your  lordships  will  endeavour 
to  prevent  any  such  Bill's  being  brought 
in  for  the  future,  and  therefore  I  shiedl 
move,  that  it  may  be  rejected. 

The  question  being  immediately  put 
upon  the  eari  of  Scarborough's  motion 
for  rejecting  the^said  Bill,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative  without  a  division. 

Debate  on  Lord  Carteret*s  Motion  to 
Address  the  King  to  know  xoho  advised  the 
Removal  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton^  and  Lord 
Cobham  jrom  their  RegimentsJ}  Then. 
Lord  Carteret  moved,  **  That  an  humble 
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Address  be  presented  to  the  King,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  acquaint 
the  House,  who  advised  his  Majesty  to 
remove  the  duke  of  Bolton  and  itte  lord 
▼iscount  Cobham  from  their  respective 
Reffiments,  and  what  crimes  were  laid  to 
theur  charge."    Hereupon 

The  Earl  of  J&zy  stood  up  and  said ; 

My  Lords;  The  motion  which  the 
noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to  make^  is, 
I  thinky  a  very  new,  and  a  very  extraordi- 
nary motion,  and  it  is  the  more  extraordi- 
naiy,  in  that  his  lordship-  has  been  pleased 
to  make  it  just  after  he  has  seen  the  bill 
offered  by  some  of  his  friends  rejected  by 
this  House ;  for  to  me  it  appears  plain, 
that  since  the  lords  who  ofltered  that  (bill 
find  that  this  House  will  not  agree  to  the 
bin  they  were  pleased  to  offer,  they  are  re- 
solved upon  endeavouring  to  obtain  by  a 
motion,  the  very  same  thmg,  which  they 
had  endeavoured  to  obtain  by  their  bill. 

The  design  of  the  Bill  was,  to  take  away 
from  the  crown  the  power  of  removing  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  to  enact,  that  for 
the  future  no  officer  should  be  removed 
but  by  a  court-martial,  or  by  an  address 
from  either  House  of  Pariiament.  This 
the  House  has,  I  think,  for  very  good  rea- 
sons refused  to  agree  to;  and  therefore 
now  they  propose  to  us  to  demand  from 
his  Majesty  me  reason  why  he  has  removed 
two  officers  from  their  commands  in  the 
army.  Surely  every  one  of  your  lord- 
ships must  see,  that  such  an  address  would 
liave  the  very  same  efiect;  for  if  such  a 
precedent  should  once  be  made,  it  would 
soon  become  an  usual  custom :  If  ever  his 
3iaje8ty,  or  any  of  his  successors,  should 
at  any  time  hereafter  think  proper  to  re- 
move any  officer  from  his  command  in  the 
army,  there  would  immediately  be  an  ad- 
dress from  OQe,  perhaps  Gcoifx  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  demanding  his  Majesty's 
reasons  for  the  removdl  of  that  officer; 
and  in  case  the  reasons  given  should  ap- 
pear to  Parliament  not  to  be  sufficient,  we 
need  not  doubt  but  that  the  first  address 
would  be  followed  by  a  second,  for  re- 
placing that  officer,  which  the  King  would 
be  oblig^  to  comply  with,  or  Ml  out  with 
his  paniament ;  so  that  neither  his  Ma- 
jesty, nor  any  of  his  successors,  would 
ever  venture  to  remove  an  officer  from  his 
command  in  the  army,  but  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court-martial,  or  in  pursuance  of  an 
address  previoudy  obtained  from  parlia- 
^ment  for  that  purpose. 

Thus,  my  LordS|  it  is  plain^  that  the  ad- 
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dress  now  moved  for,  would  make  such  a 
precedent,  as  would  have  the  same  effect 
with  the  bill  which  your  lordships  have 
just  now  been  pleased  to  reject.  Nay,  it 
IS  certain,  that  the  precedent  would  have  a 
more  extensive  effect,  and  worse  conse- 
quences, than  the  bilLcould  have  had ;  be- 
cause the  bill  was  confined,  it  went  no 
higher  than  colonels  of  regiments,  but  the 
precedent  introduced  by  Uie  address  now 
moved  for,  would  be  unconfined,  it  would 
extend  to  generals,  it  would  even  extend 
to  the  general  in  chief;  and  therefore  it 
must  be  agreed,  that  all  those  arguments 
which,  most  justly,  weighed  so  much  with 
yourlordships  as  to  make  you  reject  the 
bill,  must  nulitate  more  strongly  against  the 
address  now  proposed.  Those  arguments 
have  been  already  so  clearly  and  so  fully 
stated,  that,  I  am  sure,  I  neither  need  to 
repeal^  nor  can  I  add  to  them,  but  shall 
only  sav,  that  as  I  was'against  the  bill,  so  I 
shall  hkewise  be  against  the  address;  and 
I  cannot  but  believe  that  every  lord  in 
this  House  who  joined  with  me  in  opinion 
upon  the  former  question,  will  do  me  the 
honour  to  join  with  me  likewise  in  this. 

Lord  Batkurst  stood  up,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

My  Lords;  As  to  the  particular  cass 
now  before  us,  if  it  be  something  new,  it 
is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at ;  because  it 
is  but  lately  that  we  have  had  any  such 
thing  as  a  standing  army ;  and,  even  since 
we  had  a  standing  army,  it  has  been  but 
very  seldom  that  any  gentleman  has  beea 
removed  from  his  command  in  the  army, 
without  so  much  as  a  pretence  for  so 
doing,  which  is  the  case  now  before  us ; 
there  was  not,  I  believe,  so  much  as  a  pre- 
tence for  the  removals  which  have  given  oc- 
sion  for  this  motion ;  there  was,  at  leasts 
no  just  pretence  that  the  public  ever  yet 
heard  of.  But  as  to  the  case  in  general, 
my  lords,  it  is  neither  new  nor  extraordi- 
nary; for  it  is  well  known,  that  this  House 
has  often  addressed  the  King  to  know 
who  were  his  advisers  to  some  particular 
step  that  had  been  taken :  This  is  what 
appears  often  upon  the  Journals  of  your 
lordships 'House,  and  it  is  one  of  the  chief 
ends  of  our  sitting  here:  We  are  his 
Majesty's  great  council,  and  if  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  any  of  his  successors,  should  ever 
by  wicked  counsellors  be  prevailed  on  to 
do  what  is  publicly  and  generally  com-^^ 
plained  of,  we  are  obliged,  both  in  honour 
and  duty,  to  inquire  into  the  a£^,  and  to- 
address  his  Majeity  to  lay  before  us  the 
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reasons  for  h|s  m>  doin^  and  to  mfonn 
us  who  it  was  that  advised  him  to  take 
Buch  measures,  that  so  the  measures,  if 
right,  ma^  be  justified,  and,  if  wrong, 
that  the  mdiffnation  of  the  people  maj 
be  removed  n'om  the  throne,  toat  their 
resentment  may  &U  as  it  ought,  upon 
those  that  advised  such  measures,  and  that 
the  evil  counsellors  nuqf  meet  with  .that 
punishment  they  deserve.  This,  my  lords, 
IS  really  the  case  now  befiire  us ;  a  mea* 
sure  h^  been  taken  which  has  raised  a 
general  damour,  and  we  are  the  more  con- 
cerned in  it,  because  the  two  officers  who 
have  been  removed  are  both  members  oi 
this  House.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
very  sufficient  reascnss  have  beenahewn  to 
his  Majesty  for  removing  them,  but  I  have 
so  good  an  opinion  of  the  two  noUe  lords, 
that  I  am  convinced,  the  reasons  which 
have  been  shewn  to  lus  Majesty  for  their 
removal,  are  &lse,  and  Vere  groiuided  only 
iqpon  misrepresentations. 

It  is  true,  my  Lords,  I  was  one  of  diose 
Lords  who  voted  for  this  bill,  whadi  your 
kurdships  have,  been  pleased  to  reject.  I 
must  say,  that  I  have  as  yet  heard  nothing 
that  can  make  me  altor  my  opinion,  and 
since  it  has  been  said,  that  the  same  argu- 
ments which  prevailed  with  your  lord- 
shins  to  reject  that  bill,  must  now  prevail 
witii  you  to  reject  this  motion:  ImiBllbeg 
leave  to  take  some  notice  of  those  argu- 
mcDls,  I  was  indeed  a  Httle  surprised  to 
hear  it  said,  that,  by  the  bill,  the  officers 
of  the  army  were  to  acquire  a  sort  of  free- 
h<dd  in  their  commissions.  I  believe  your 
lordships  w<mld  not  acree  to  Idee  any  par- 
ticular man's  freehold  from  him,  even  by 
an  act  of  parliament,  wi^ut  gMng  hhn 
an  equivalent;  but  notwithstanding  any 
provision  in  the  B^,  an  officer  was  to  re- 
main liable  to  have  his  commission  taken 
from  him.  by  an  Address  only,  without 
any  cause  assigned,  or  equivalent  j^en; 
nay,  by  breaking  or  reducingthe  regiment, 
all  die  officers  of  the  regiment  mient  have 
been  tuned  out  of  dicir  commands  by  his 
Majesty's  sin^e  aathority ;  which  diews, 
that  though  me  bill ,  had  passed,  it  would 
have  givmi  them  na  manner  of  frediold  in 
their  commissions  |  It  would,  in  reality, 
have  given  the  officers  no  furUier  right  to 
their  commissions  dian  they  have  at  pre- 
sent; for  it  is  certain,  that  every  officer 
has  now  a  right  to  his  commission  as  long 
as  he  behaves  well,  and  the  corps  to  whicn 
be  belong  is  keptentire:  No  omcer  ought, 
or  can,  jastly,  be  toraed  out  of  his  bread, 
SBilongaske  bdiaves  well;   and  aU  that 


was  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  BOl,  wm^ 
to  subject  the  bdkaviour  or  an  officer  to 
Ae  judgment  of  a  court-martial,  or  m 
House  or  Parliament,  instead  of  leaving  it 
subject  to  the  judgment  of  ministers  of 
state  or  court  fiivoarites:  The  officers 
therefore,  if  the  BiU  had  passed  into  a 
law,  could  not  have  imagmed,  that  they 
had  any  better  right  to  their  commissions 
or  their  pay  than  they  now  have;  and, 
consequently,  there  cotud  never  have  been 
any  more  danger  or  difficulty  in  reducing 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  anny,,  thasi 
there  is  at  present. 

But,  my  Lords,  supposing  that  the  c£» 
ficers  of  the  army  were  to  be  rend^red^ 
as  to  the  holding  of  their  commissions, 
entirdy  independent  both  of  king  ttid 
parliament,  surely,  if  any  danger  were  to 
be  apprdi^dedn'om  them  in  such  a  state, 
in  case  they  should  unite  against  king  and 
parliament,  under  a  generaf  of  their  own 
chusing,  thepariiament,  and  consequently 
the  pe^e,  have  much  more  to  fear  from 
them  in  t^r  present  state,  in  case  soma 
future  king  should  think  proper  to  make 
use  of  them  for  the  destruction  of  parlia- 
ments, and  fior  overturning  the  liberties 
and  privU^es  of  the  people :  For  certainly 
it  would  fc^  much  more  eiEisy  for  die  arm^ 
to  unite  together  under  the  king,  who  is 
their  chiefgeneral  by  law,  than  under  any 
one  of  their  own  chusm^,  whidi  very 
choice  would  be  a  flyfaig  m  the  &ce  of 
the  law;  and  this  union  would  certainly 
be  the  more  easily  efiscted  by  die  king's 
having  the  power  he  has  at  ^present  of 
toming  out  and  puttmg  in  whomsoever  ha 
pleases.  The  noble  Lords  who  oppose 
this  motioii,  may  talk  of  the  depend^ice 
of  the  army  upon  parliament;  but  if  the 
case  be  examined  strictly,  it  will  apMar^ 
that  the  army  has  realhr  no  d^ienitence 
uponparlianuyU:  The  kingtinaeed,  do* 
pends  upon  pc^liament  for  a  legal  power 
tokeep  astandinMimy  in  time  of  peace, 
and  for  enabling  him  to  pav  them  and  di^K 
dpline  them  according  to  mm ;  but,  i^  in 
any  future  time,  the  parliament  should 
think  it  necessary  to  redUice  apart  of  the 
army,  and  of  consequence  make  no  pro- 
visimi  for  their  pav,  die  resolution  of  par- 
liament could  not  Dieak  any  one  regiment, 
or  an  V  part  of  any  jone  raiment  in  the 
kingdom;  the  officers  mi^t  all  legsdlj 
continue  in  their  respecdve  commmids^ 
and  if  the  long  then  upon  the  throne 
i^ould  not  diink  fit  to  break  any  of  them,, 
they  might,  indeed,  then  very  probelilf 
tlunkthat  tbey  had  a  good  right  to  their 
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pj^  as  lowfli  they  contmi^  in  commis- 
fion;  ttd  tf  they  codkl  not  get  it  by  kWy 
tl^  might  profclably  iom  wmi  the  kmg  ui 
nunng  it  contrary  toivw^  eapeciaSy  if  he» 
foreseeing  what  would  hftppen,  had  taken 
care  to  model  themAnrthat  purpose,  which 
any  king  might  soon  do^  while  the  army 
ooatimies  upon  the  game  footing  it  is  on  at 

r resent.  And  for  this  reason,  my  Lords, 
must  be  of  opkion,  that  idl  those  ar^- 
ments  which  have  been  used  for  shewing 
lui  the  danger  of  making  an  army  inde* 
{>endent,are  so  many  arguiiients  for  shew- 
mg  the  danger  of  our  army's  being  oa- 
tireh^  dcmienoent  up<m  one  branch  only  oi 
imrfegisiature,and  consequently  are  good 
arguments  for  the  Bill,  whidi  was  designed 
to  make  the  army  not  entirely  dependent 
upon  any  one,  but  upon  ful  the  three 
branchet  of  our  legislature. 

As  to  the  submission  and  obedience  of 
inferior  officers  to  their  manors,  it  is,  my 
Lords,  so  strongly  inforced  by  the  martial 
law,  and  it,  is  so  much  the  interest  of  every 
officer  to  see  it  punctually  observed,  that 
no  court-martial  could,  or  would  incline, 
either  to  avoid  or  defer  giving  sentence, 
whenever  any  the  least  crime  of  that 
nature  should  appear.  And  as  to  all  sorts 
of  n^ect  of  duty,  we  know  that  it  is  ge- 
nerally the  other  officers  of  the  corps  that 
sufer  most  by  such  neglect,  and  therefore 
we  may  depend  on  it,  that  they  would 
alwi^s  take  care  to  see  the  laws  of  war 
duly  put  in  execution  against  all  such  neg- 
ligent persons ;  and  in  this  we  may  believe 
they  would  be  the  more  exact,  the  less 
dependent  they  were  upon  ministers  of 
state,  or  oourt^avourites ;  for  h  is  well 
known  in  the  army,  that  those  ii^io  are  most 
frequently  ^ilty  of  such  crimes,  and  meet 
witn  most  mdulgence,  are  those  who  are 
the  rdatioDS  or  uie  ^vourites  ei  ministers 
of  state,  or  such  other  p^vons  who  are 
wamo&ed  to  have  great  interest  at  court ; 
andtherefore  I  thmkl  have  cood  reason  to 
presmne,  that  if  this  BiH  had  passed  into  a 
taw,  it  would  have  greeDy  conduced  to  the 
abocfvance  of  the  mort  exact  military  disd- 
phne  among  all  degrees  of  menin  the  army. 
I  am  surprised,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it 
pretended,  that  the  making  of  the  officers 
of  the  army  in  some  smaU  measure  only 
ladqpendent  of  a  secretary  at  war,  or 
o^r  minister  of  State,  wotdd  tend  to- 
wards the  making  courts-mmtial  connive 
at  the  oppressioDS'or -abuses  that  might  be 
committed,  either  by  officers  or  soldiers, 
in  the  places  where  they  were  quartered, 
•V  ia.the  fhotM  AnM^h  which  they  hw^ 


pened  tm  IbbbtA  ;  I  am  sure  there  is  na 
ground  tSiat  I  know  of /bir  such  a  pre- 
tence ;  and  as  I  never  Jret  heard  ^t  any 
officer  was  so  much  as  suspended  by  the 
secretary  at'  war  for  sudi  practices,  I 
must  think,  that  it  is  the  fear  of  punish- 
ment from  a  court-martial,  that  has  hi- 
therto kept  both  officers  and  soldiers 
pretty  miudi  within  bounds,  in  that  respect. 
It  is  eeitimi,  diat  diere  is  not  the  least 
crime  of  thb  nature,  but  what  may  be 
Hnrought  before  a  court-martial,  and  may 
be  punished  by  than:  in  such  cases,  a 
court-martial,  as  well  as  the  secretary  at 
war,  may  consider  the  general  character  of 
^e  ofentder,  and  may  proportion  ^e  pu- 
nidiment  according  to  it;  and  I  do  not 
doubt,  but  tibat  tiiey  would  break  an  officer 
in  the  army,  if,  upon  enquiry,  it  should  be 
found,  t^iai  he  had  often  been  guilty  of  op- 
pressing the  poor  country  people  upon 
whom  he  was  quartered,  or  had  been  guilty 
of  but  one  very  heinous  crime  of  that  na- 
ture. But  if  any  poor  country  jan-keeper 
or  victualler  should  be  refuse<rnft  proper 
redress,  by  means  of  a  trial  before  a  court 
martial,  could  not  he  easily  have  access  to 
some  of  the  Lords  of  tms  House,  or  to 
some  of  the  members  of  the  other,  who 
would  represent  his  case  to  parliammt, 
where  he  certainly  would  meet  with  a 
proper  redress,  not  only  against  the  first 
offisnder,  but  even  against  the  officers  of 
the  court-martial,  who  had  revised  him 
justice,  in  the  ordinary  way?  whereas  if 
any  lord  of  tiius  House,  or  any  member  of 
the  other,  should  now.midce  any  such  coub- 
plaint,  he  would,  probably,  be  told,  that  his 
complaint  was  irregular ;  it  ought  first  to 
have  be&k  made  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

But,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told, 
Afit,  if  every  ^cer  of  the  army  was  to 
have  his  commission  Quamdiu  se  bene  get* 
serUf  their  interest  in  the  country,  and 
their  numbers  in  parliament,  would  be 
greater  than  it  is  at  present,  and  conse- 
ouently  that  they  would  have  so  much  in- 
fluence in  pariiament  as  to  prevent  the  ob- 
taining of  an  address  from  either  House, 
against  any  of  the  officers  of  the  arm^. 
My  "lords,  that  their  natural  interest  m 
the  country,  would  be  greater,  and  de- 
servedly greater,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that 
their  nunSl>ers,  or  their  influence  in  par- 
liament, would  be  greater,  I  very  mudi 
question ;  for  if  they  were  to  expect  no 
private  advantages  by  their  being  in  par- 
liament, they  wduld  not,  I  believe,  be  so 
very  fond  of  being  members  of -either 
House ;  and  if  they  had  ^o  depesdenct 
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upon  the  court,  with  respect  to  elections^ 
they  would  be  upon  the  same  foo^g  with 
other  gentlemen ;  whereas,  while  tliey 
have  an  entire  dependence  upon  the  court, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that,  in  every  place 
where  an  officer  sets  up  as  a  candidate 
a^inst  a  country-gentleman,  the  officer 
will  be  supported  by  the  court,  and  the  ad- 
ditional interest  an  officer  must  have  by  his 
heins  supported  by  the  court,  will  ^e- 
nenifiy  be  greater  than  any  additional  in- 
terest he  could  acquire  by  his  having  his^ 
commission  Qjnamdiu  se  benegesserit :  And  I 
thus  I  tliink  it  must  appear  evident,  that  if 
the  bill  had  passed  into  a  law,  the  number 
of  officers  in  parliament  would  not  have 
been  so  great,  as  it  may  probably  be  if 
they  continue  upon  the  footing  they  are 
on  at  present. 

Now  as  to  their  influence  in  parliament, 
is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  any  set  of  men 
can  ever  unite  so  generally,  or  so  firmly, 
in  any  case,  especially  such  a  dishonour- 
able case  as  that  of  screening  a  guilty  | 
person  ?  Is  it,  I  say,  to  be  supposed,  that 
they  will  unite  so  firmly  when  there  is  no 
band  of  union  among  them,  but  that  of 
their  being  of  the  same  profession,  as  they 
may  be  suppased  to  do,  when  there  is  not 
only  that  band  of  union  among  them,  but 
this  further  band,  o^  every  man's  com- 
mission depending  upon  his  uniting  with 
tlie  rest  under  a  ministerial  leader  ?  This  is 
the  influence,  my  lords,  that  we  arc  to  be 
afraid  of;  it  is  not  the  influence  of  the  of- 
ficers only,  even  supposing  tliem  to  join 
together ;  but  it  is  wlien  their  influence  in 
parliament  is  not  only ,  directed  by  the 
crown,  but  added  to  all  the  other  influences, 
which  the  crown  may  have,  and  must  at 
all  times  have,  in  parliament  It  is  by  this 
union  of  ii^uences  that  our  constitution 
may  be  overturned ;  and  this  is  the  dan- 
ger which  by  the  bill  was  proposed,  in 
part  at  least,  to  be  obviated. 

It  is  well  known,  that  a  dependence  upon 
the  crown  is  a  dependence  upon  the  mi- 
nistry, and  if  ever  such  a  dependence 
should  come  to  be  absolute,  it  is  to  be 
faared,  that  the  military  sword  may  come  to 
move  always  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  ministerial  sword  that  hangs  over  it ; 
and  that  the  votes  of  those  officers,  who 
may  hereafter  happen  to  be  members  of 
either  Hou'ie  of  Parliament,  may  be  ge- 
nerally directed  by  the  minister,  upon 
whom  their  commissions  depend.  It  is  to 
be  feared,  my  Lords,  that  preferment  or 
disgrace  in  the  army  may  come  to  depend, 
tiot  upon    nulitary   virtues,  or    military 
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crimes,  but  upon  obedience  or  disobe* 
dience  to  the  most  unjust  commands  of  a 
prime  minister:  this  is  what,  I  think^ 
ought  to  be  prevent^  if  possible.  I  will 
admit,  nay,  I  desire,  that  the  paths  of  pre- 
ferment may  be  made  like  the  paths  of 
virtue;  let  them  be  rough  and  ruffged^ 
but  for  God's  sake,  my  lords,  do  not  let  u« 
allow  them  to  be  dirty. 

There  is,  my  Lords,  a  very  great  differ- 
ence between  the  motion  now  before  us, 
and  the  Bill  which  your  lordships  have 
been  pleased  to  reject:  by  the  Address 
movea  for,  it  cannot  so  much  as  be  pre- 
tended, that  there  is  an  attack  made  upon 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  or  that  the 
power  of  the  King  over  the  army  is  to  be 
any  way  touched;  nor  can  it  justly  be 
said,  that  this  woidd  lay  a  precedent  for 
addressing  the  King  upon  every  occasion, 
when  his  Majesty  or  any  of  his  successors, 
should  think  proper  to  remove  an  officer. 
.There  can  never  be  a  precedent  pretended 
from  the  Address  now  proposed,  but  when 
such  removes  may  occasion  a  general  dis- 
content and  murmuring  in  the  nation ;  and 
in  such  case,  I  hope,  your  lordships  will  all 
grant,  that  such  a  precedent  would  be  of 

freat  use ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
[ouse  to  address  upon  all  such  occasions ; 
for  in^uch  cases  it  will  always  be  of  great 
service  to  the  King,  because  it  will  ^ord 
him  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  the  public, 
that  what  he  did  was  right,  or  of  doing 
justice  to  those  who  had  suffered  by  da- 
iumnies  and  misrepresentations ;  and  there- 
fore I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  many  of 
those  lords  who  voted  against  the  Bill,  will 
join  with  me  in  voting  for  this  Address. 

The  Earl  of  Chohnondeley  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lords ;  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
complaints  against  the  removing  of  the 
two  noble  lords  mentioned  in  the  motion 
now  before  you,  are  so  great,  or  so  ge- 
neral, as  some  lords  have  been  pleased 
to  represent ;  for  in  all  the  compames  that 
I  have  ever  been  in  since  those  two  noble  . 
lords  were  removed,  I  have  not  heard  so 
much  as  one  complaint  against  it ;  and  as 
the  generality  of  those  complaints  is  the 
principal  reason  given  for  agreeing  to  the 
Address  proposed,  I  must  therefore  be  oi 
opinion,  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  any 
such  Address. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  jstood  up  next,  and 
spoke  thus : 

My  Lords;  A  very  good,  aii4  a  partU 
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cttlar  reason  may  be  given  why  the  noble 
lord,  who  spoke  last,*  has  heard  no  com- 
plaint made  against  the  removal  of  the 
two  noble  lords  mentioned  in  the  motion 
for  this  Address.  It  would  not,  perhaps, 
be  very  polite,  it  would  not  even  oe  good 
manners,  in  his  lordship's  company,  to 
find  &ult  with  the  removal  of  those  two 
noble  lords,  or  with  any  other  measure 
that  has  lately  been  taken;  but  if  every 
lord  in  this  House,  who  has  heard  a  com- 
plaint against  the  measure  in  particular, 
shall  give  his  vote  for  the  Address  pro- 
posed, it  is  no  difficult  matter  to  determine 
the  &te  of  the  question. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  stood  up  and  said : 

My  Lcnrds ;  I  did  not  before  give  the 
House  any  trouble,  or  offer  to  give  my 
reasons  against  the  Bill,  because,  as  I 
thought  it  a  very  new  thing,  and  a  very 
extraordinary  one  too,  I  thought  that  the 
lords  who  appeared  to  be  for  it,  ought  to 
have  given  their  reasons  for  being  so, 
before  it  could  be  expected  that  any  lord 
riiould  ^ve  his  reasons  for  being  against 
it ;  for  it  is  known  to  have  been  ^ways 
the  custom  of  this  House,  that  when  any 
thing  new  is  proposed  or  offered,  the  lorcU 
who  are  for  it  give  their  reasons,  and  all 
that  the  other  lords  have  to  do,  is,  to  shew 
that  those  reasons  are  not  sufficient  for 
prevailing  with  the  House  to  agree  to 
what  is  proposed.  In  the  present  case,  I 
did  indeed  hear  a  very  haudsome  speech 
made  in  favour  of  the  Bill  presented  to  us, 
but  in  all  that  was  said,  I  could  not  ob- 
serve anv  real  argument,  or  any  reason 
offered  for  inducing  us  to  make  such  an 
alteration  in  our  constitution,  as  was  pro- 
posed to  be  made  by  that  Bill. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  there  are  no  gentle- 
men in  die  army  that  ever  were,  or  ever 
can  be  prevailed  on,  either  to  act  or  speak 
contrar}'  to  their  conscience,  by  the  fears 
of  their  being  turned  out  of  their  commis- 
sions ;  I  hope  there  never  will  be  any  such 
in  our  army ;  but  if  there  are  now,  or  ever 
shall  be,  any  such  abandoned  men  in  our 
army,  I  am  sure  there  was  nothing  proposed 
by  the  Bill,  that  could  have  had  any  effect 
as  to  such  men ;  for  it  is  well  known,  I  be- 
lieve every  one  of  your  lordships  is  sensible, 
that  wiUi  all  those  men,  who  are  ready  to 
sacrifice  their  honour  and  their  conscience 
to  their  private  interest,  the  hopes  of  J)re- 
ferment,  the  hopes  of  a  more  lucrative  post 

*  His  lordship  married  a  daughter  •f  sir 
Robert  Walp^. 


or  employm^t,  will  always  be  as  prevail* 
ing  an  argument,  as  the  fears  of  losing 
w&t  they  have.  I  am  persuaded  there  is 
not  a  man  in  the  nation,  who  would  sacri- 
fice his  honour  and  conscience,  rather  than 
lose  1,000/.  a  year,  which  he  eniovs,  but 
would  do  the  same,  if  he  expectea  tnereby 
to  add  but  one  single  hundred  a  year  to 
his  former  revenue ;  and  therefore  in  the 
only  ease,  in  which  it  can  be  supposed  that 
the  Bill  was  necessary,  it  is  plam  it  could 
have  had  no  effect. 

I  must  indeed  say,  that  if  I  had  spoke 
against  thei  Bill,  I  should  have  differed,  as 
to  some  facts,  from  those  noble  lords  who 
spoke  for  it.  It  is  very  true,  that  there 
have  formerly  been  removes  in  the  army, 
but  it  is  (Certain  likewise,  that  many  of 
those  who  were  removed  had  no  seats  in 
parliament,  and  therefore  it  cannot  pro- 
perly be  said,  that  the  behaviour  of  gen- 
tlemen in  parliament  was  ever  the  cause 
of  their  being  removed  firom  their  com- 
mands in  the  army.  However,  .1  shall 
say  no  more  as  to  the  Bill,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  has  been  justly  rejected. 

But,  my  lords,  as  to  the  Address  pro^ 
posed,  I  really  think  it  worse  than  the  Bill 
Itself:  it  is  certainly  as  great  an  attack 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  as  the 
Bill  was ;  for  what  signifies  a  prerogative, 
if  the  King  is  never  to  make  use  of  it,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  give  an  account  of 
his  reasons  for  so  doing  to  either  House  of 
Parliament,  that  shall  please  to  call  for 
such  an  account?  The  Address  there- 
fore, is  as  great  an  attack  upon  the  prero- 
gative and  it  is  a  much  more  direct  attack 
upon  his  present  Majesty's  conduct.  I 
am  surprised,  my  Lords,  to  hear  such  a 
noise  made  about  the  removal  of  two  no- 
ble lords  from  their  commands  in  the 
army.  It  is  true,  there  have  been  two 
lord^  removed,  but  there  has  been  but  one 
soldier  removed;  and  therefore,  when 
lords  are  pleased  to  talk  of  soldiers  having 
been  turned  out  of  their  commissions  in 
the  army,  they  ought  not  to  talk  in  the 
plural  number.  Since  then  his  Majesty 
nas  removed  but  one  soldier,  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  pretending,  in  some  manner  at 
least,  to  call  him  to  an  account,  by  de- 
siring him  to  lay  his  reasons  for  so  doing 
before  either  House  of  Parliament.  It  it 
what  was  never  offered  to  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, even  when  numbers  of  officers 
were  removed  at  a  time.  There  was  no 
such  Address  as  this  proposed  in  a  late 
reign,  when  many  officers  were  at  once 
turned  out :  officers,  who  were  so  fiur  itpok 
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beiBgffuiky  of  anjcrimeyOr  of  any  neg- 
lect of  duty,  that  tome  ai  them  were  but 
joat  returned  from  victory.  It  mult  there- 
fore be  granted,  that  what  ia  nowprojpoied 
is  without  precedent  in  either  Houae  of 
Parliament;  and  for  that  reason  I  am 
against  agreeing  to  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Anglesea  spoke  as  fbDows : 

My  Lords;  I  voted  for  the  bill,  which 
your  lordships  have  been  pleased  to  rqect ; 
and  I  voted  for  it,  because  I  heard,  mbalL 
I  thought  very  strong  and  convincing  ar- 
guments offered  for  it,  and  not  the  least 
shew  of  argument  against  it.  What  the 
noble  duke  was  pleased  to  take  notice  of, 
was  a  very  good  argument  for  offisring  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  but  it  was  no  argu- 
ment against  the  bill  itself,  and  much  less 
against  the  second  reading  of  it.  It  is 
certain,  that  men  are  sometune&guided  by 
their  hopes,  as  well  as  by  their  fears ;  but, 
surely,  when  the  hqpes  of  prefirarment,  and 
the  fears  oi  starving,  are  put  together  in 
the  scale  against  virtue  and  conscience, 
they  wUl  jointly  weigh  more  heavily,  than 
either  of  them  would  do  separately.  I 
cannot  allow,  that  every  man,  idio  may 
be  governed  and  directed  in  his  way  <ra 
acting  and  speaking,  by  the  &ar  of  starv- 
ing, will  likewise  be  directed  bv  the  hopes 
of  preferment,  or  the  hof^s  of  a  more  lu- 
crative post  or  employment ;  for  he  must 
have  a  small  share  of  virtue,  and  a  very 
great  share  of  ambition  or  covetousness, 
who  is  directed  to  act  against  his  con- 
acience,  by  the  single  hopes  of  preferment, 
or  the  hopes  of  a  more  lucrative  post  or 
emi^ym^it:  and  it  must  be  granted,  that 
there  are  many  men,  who  have  so  little 
amhitioo  or  covetousness  that  if  they  are 
but  made  sure  of  a  moderate  support  for 
life,  the  hopes  of  preferment,  or  the  hopes 
of  adding  to  their  yearly  income,  will  have 
ao  little  e£B^  upon  them,  that,  with  even 
but  a  small  share  of  virtue,  tl^y  may  hold 
out  aeainst  the  most  alluring  hopes:  b«tit 
must  DC  allowed,  that  the  man  who  standi 
his  ground  against  the  fears  of  being  re- 
-duc^  to  a  starving  condition,  as  wdl  as 
afamst  the  hopes  of  preferment,  and 
adding  to  his  yeariy  income,  must  have  a 
very  great  share  of  virtue;  a  greater  share 
I  am  afraid,  than  most  men  can  braff  of  in 
this  liegenerate  age.  As  for  those  imo  axis 
quite  abandoned,  and  govemed  entirely 
by  their  own  selfish  ends,  I  believe  it  Is  not 
possible  to  make  them  hcmest  or  virtuons, 
out  surely  there  are  degrees  both  of  vice 
and  virtue;  aB  men  are  not  equally  vidoos; 


and  if  we  could,  by  the  InlPs  being  passed 
into  a  law,  hot  hinre  preserved  iSt  virtue 
of  some,  it  would  certainly  have  been 
worth  our  whiles  we  could  afterwarda 
have  amended  it,  if  we  had  feond,  that 
iHiat  was  done  was  not  sufficient.    As  to 
the  Address  now  proposed,  I  cannot  see, 
mvlofda,  how  it  is  poasible  that  an  humble 
address  from  either  house  of  parliament 
can  be  deemed  an  attack  imon  the  prero- 
gative of  tfie  crown.    His  Majesty,  or  any 
of  his  sucoessora,  may  make  what  use  thej 
please  of  uxiy  of  the  prerogatives  of  tM 
crown ;  but  it  is  certam,  mat  if  ever  any 
bad  use  is  made  of  those  prerogatives,  the 
parliament  has  a  right ;    nay,  it  is  their 
duty  to  enquire  mto  it,  and  to  desire  his 
Majesty  to  acquaint  them,  who  it  was  that 
advisedi  him  to  take  sud  a  step.    This  haa 
always  been  the  practice  of  parliament,  aa 
to  every  prerogative  that  was  ever  claimed 
by  the  crown :  this  is  the  very  case  now 
before  us :  his  Majesty  Jias  made  use  of 
his  prerogative   in   removing  two  noble 
lords  from  thdr  commands  in  die  army : 
these  removals  have  occasioned  a  most 
universal   complaint  through  the  whole 
nation,  because  it  is  generally  believed, 
that  there  were   no  sufficient  or  good 
reasons  for  removing  them ;  and  as  it  ia 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  t£^e  care,  that 
his  Majesty  shall  not  by  any  etep  he  may 
be  advised  to  take,  incur  the  general  cen- 
sure of  the  people,  therefo^  this  general 
complaint  that  has  been  raised,  is  a  most 
sufficient  foundaticm  for  the  address  now 
proposed:  his  Majestjr's  ccmduct  is  no  way 
concerned  in  the  question,  it  is  only  the 
conduct  of  those  who  advised  him ;  it  they 
advised  him  well,  they  will  be  justified  by . 
what  is  now  proposed ;  if  they  adviaed 
him  ill,  they  certainly  deserve  at  least  the 
censure  of  this  House;  but  to  tell  us  that 
his  Majesty's  conduct  is,  or  can  be  con- 
cerned, m  any  such  question,  is  directly  to 
t^  us,   thit  the  Parliament  €i  6rea$ 
Britain  shall  never  enquire  into  any  thing, 
that  their  Kinj^diall  oe  pleased,  bytM 
advice  of  his  ministers,  to  do.     Astoth* 
number  of  those  ^o  have  been  removed, 
it  is  of   no  signification  in  the  present 
question;  the  cause  of  removal  is  what 
your  lordships  are  to  enquire  into ;  for  if 
those  two  noole  lords  were  removed  oidy 
as  an  examj^  to  others,  one  example  ma  j 
serve  to  keqp  hundreds  in  awe;  andifthi^ 
example  was  made,  only  to  serve  a  nii« 
nistenal  end,  it  may  be  of  the  most  £stal 
consequence  to  our  constitution.    For  this 
reason  I  diaU  be  for  the  Address  moved 
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for.  Tbe  motion  m^nerfaaps  be  rmcted 
faj  a  majonly  of  this  House ;  but  it  it  be 
rejected,  the  whole  world  will  be-  con- 
vinced, tiiat  those  two  ndble  lords  were 
remoredfrom  their  commands  in  the  army, 
for  no  canse,  at  least  for  no  cause  that  can 
wdl  be  publicly  avowed. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  spoke  next,  atid 
after  him  Lord  Grower,  both  for  the  Mo- 
tion; after  which  the  ^esUon  was  ]^ut, 
and  carriedin  the  N^^atire,  by  77  agamst 
48. 

ProUit  OH  Lord  CarUre^t  Motiompas^ 
mg  in  the  NegaUve^^ 
«<  Dissentient 

1.  *^  Because  we  conceive  that  it  ii  the 
inherent  right  of  this  House  to  address 
the  crown,  to  be  informed  who  are  &a 
advisers  of  ai^  measures  that  may  be  pce- 
jndidal  to  his  Mms^s  government^  or 
dangerous  to  the  Imer&s  of  the  .pation. 

2.  ^  Because  the  removal  of  two  officers 
of  such  rank  and  dimity,  and  of  sudi 
known  fiddi^  tohis  Maj^t3r's  per8<mand 
government,  without  jany  cause  assigned, 
or  any  known  or  alledgea  neglect  of  their 
du^,  cave  the  greatest  alarm  to  many  of 
hisMajes^s  most  faithful  subjects;  we 
therefore  uou^ht  it  for  his  Majestjr's  ser- 
vice, to  give  hiin  this  occasion  to  publish 
to  the  worid  the  just  grounds  of  his  oisplea- 
sore,  or  to  detect  the  calumny  of  their -ac- 
cusers; and  consequently  to  witiidraw  his 
confidence  from  such  pernicious  counsel- 
lors 

S.  ^  Because,  that  as  the  practice  of  dis- 
]riabcing  (rfScers  has  grown  more  frequent 
m  proportion  to  the  increase  of  their  num- 
ben  m  b<^  Houses  of  Parliament,  the 
world  may  entertain  (however  unjustly) 
an  opinion,  that  the  free  use  of  their  votes 
has  been  the  real  cause  of  their  disgrace; 
ttd  the  more  so,  since  most  of  the  persons, 
who  have  been  removed,  have  happened 
to  be  members  of  one  or  other  House  of 
Firliament. 

4.  **  Because  ^plications  of  this  nature 
to  the  crown  nunr  hereafter  protect  many 
of  hii  Mmsty's  nithful  subjects  front  the 
leeret  and  malicious  misrepresentations  oi 
MMie  minister  in  future  time,  who  (though 
uniestrained  by  any  sense  of  truth,  regard- 
less of  his  prince's  real  interest,  and  ani- 
OMted  only  bv  his  own  passions)  may  how- 
ever be  checKcd  by  the  just  apprehensions, 
that  the  applications  of  Ptofiament  may 
lay  open  his  calumnies,  and  bring  upon 
hnns^  the  disgrace  he  had  prepared  for 
^((^n^^^^^^C  Signed  J  Wincheoea  and  Not- 


tingham, Strafford,  Warrington, 
Anglesea,  Denbigh,  Marlborougb^ 
Majrchmont,  Tweedale,  Montrose, 
Northampton,  Weymouth,  Oxford 
and  Mortimer,  Willoughby  de 
Broke,  Clinton,  Bathurst,  Bris- 
tol, Abingdon,  Bedford,  Gnffin, 
Boyle,  Mariiam,  Carteret,  Car- 
digan, Ker,  Bruce,  Scarsdale, 
Suffolk,  Berkshire,  Craven,  Litch- 
field, Bridgwater,  Montjoy,(xower, 
^  Tadcaster,  Foley,  Chesterfield.'' 

«  Dissentient' 
^  Because  we  are  not  conscious  thatany 
n^lect  or  breach  of  our  duty  can  be  laid 
to  our  diarge,  much  less  any  want  of  zeal 
and  attachment  for  his  Marty's  person 
and  government;  we  therefore  must  tes* 
tify  our  earnest  derire,  that  this  motion 
haa  passed  in  the  affirmative,  that  we  might 
have  had  an  opportunity  given  us  of  know- 
ing our  supposed  crimes  and  accusers;  and 
we  hope  or  justifying  ourselves  to  his  Ma- 
jesty andtheworlGL—-('£4^jie(f^ 

BoLTOjf,  Cobham'* 

DebaieiniheCommonsontheIHaceBilL2 
Feb.  15.  The  House  ordered,  "That 
leave  be  given  to  brins  in  a 'Bill  for  secur- 
mg  the  fi^edom  of  Paniament,  by  Innitins 
the  number  of  officers  in  that  House ;  and 
that  Mr.  SandySt  Mr.  Wortley,  and  Mr. 
Cholmondley,  oo  prqpare  and  bring  in  the 
same*." 

*  «  The  next  measure  of  the  oppositioB  was 
to  revive  a  motion  for  a  bill  which  had  taken  its 
rise  fVom  the  most  unjnstifiaMe  part  of  the  op- 
position to  idog  WHharo's  measiires,  and  had 
often  been  brought  In,  but  never  had  passed 
into  a  law.  It  was  entitled,  <  A  Bitt,  Rmt  se- 
<  coring  the  freedom  of  parlianieot,  by  limit- 
'  ing  the  number  of  officers  in  the  House  of 
*  Commons,'  meaning  oiril,  as  weU  as  mihtarr, 
officers.  As  to  the  number  limited,  and  tna 
offieen  exclnded  from  the  House,  they  were  to 
be  filled  up ;  for  when  Mr.  Sandys  brought  in 
the  bfll,  wbieh  be  did  the  i9th  of  Pebmary, 
they  were  blank.  Being  read  a  second  time, 
February  eotfa,  a  debate  arose  about  commit- 
ting it.  Hie  minister  and  his  fHends  ima^ned, . 
that  the  oonstHutioB  was  already  sufficiently 
secured  against  place-men,  by  die  provision, 
which  orders  a  re-election  when  a  member  ac- 
cepts of  any  place.  They  farther  thought,  that 
to  dttable  a  gentleman  from  sitting  io  pariia* 
ment,  merely  because  he  has  the  hoaoar  te 
serve  the  crown,  was  taking  fhmi  the  i 


their  inherent  rij^ht  of  chnsini^  any  gendeman 
they  pleased,  if  he  was  qosKfled  in  point  of' 
property,  and  in  every  other  respect.  Some 
likewise  thaa^bt,  that  by  toe  great  an  erdu- 
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7  GEORGE  11. 


Debate  in  the  Lards  on  the  Remowd 


Feb*  19.  The  said  Bill  was  presented  to 
the  House  by  Mr.  Sandys,  read  the  first 
fmd  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Feb.  26.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time ;  and  upon  Mr.  Sandys  moving  to 
have  it  committed,  the  same  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Haye,  who  was  seconded  by 

*  Mr.  Campbell  of  Pembrokeshire,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sir ;  In  my  opinion,  this  Bill  is  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  and  most  imrea- 
fionable  Bills  I  have  ever  seen  brought  into 
Parliament.  It  is,  I  think,  not  only  im- 
reasonable,  but  in  several  respects  unjust : 
for  as  to  the  electors,  the  people  of  Grea( 
Britain,  it  is  certain,  that  they  are  the  best, 
and  indeed  the  only  prcmer  judges,  who 
ore  the  most  capable,  and  the  most  proper 
persons  to  represent  them  in  Parliunent ; 
and  for  us  to  pretend,  by  a  law,  to  lay  a 

tioii,  a  seat  in  parliament  might  oome  to  be 
ckmtemptihie,  as  all  tbey  who  are  excluded, 
wonid  join  together  in  rendering  it  so.  They 
likewise  thought,  that  the  crown  was  not 
treated  with  sufficient  decency,  by  the  bill  ex- 
cluding from  the  House  of  Commons  so  great 
a  number  of  its  servants. — On  the  other  band, 
it  is  not  to  be  dissembled,  that  at  the  time  now 
treated  of,  the  evil  complained  of  seemed  to 
demand  some  redress.  The  wisest  friends  of 
the  minister  were  of  that  opinion ;  and  be 
would  willingly  have  before  this  gone  into  it 
liimself,  had  not  the  exclusion  demanded  by 
his  enemies,  been  too  immoderate.  It  b  cer- 
tain, that  the  House  bad  a  right  to  impose  <iua- 
Itfications  upon  its  own  members,  without 
wounding  any  of  the  privileges  of  the  electors ; 
nor  was  it  easy  to  conceive,  that  the  clerk  of 
an  office,  sitting  in  that  House,  could  be  very 
veady  to  give  his  vote  against  the  very  person 
from  whom  he  held  his  place.  It  was  like- 
wise to  be  couMdered,  that  the  friends  of  the 
bjJl  were  now  far  from  attempting  to  exclude 
from  the  House,  any  of  the  members  of  the 
great  boards  of  the  treasury,  the  admiral^, 
trade  and  plantations,  and  the  like ;  Mior  was 
any  gentleman  to  be  excluded,  who,  by  his 
atation  under  the  crown,  coold  be  supposed  ca- 
pable of  giving  the  House  the.  necessary  lights 
m  bis  department  of  business. — Notwithstand- 
ing the  serious  manner  in  which  the  bill  was 
brought  in  and  supported,  it  was  treated  with 
a  ^ooid  deal  of  intemperate  mirth  by  the  minis- 
terial party ;  and  upon  its  being  put  to  the 
question  to  commit  the  same,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  nmtive,  by  a  minority  of  330  against 
191.  This  was  but  a  small  maiority,  consi- 
dering the  importance  of  the  bill  and  great- 
ness of  the  debate,  in  vf  bich  the  best  speak- 
ers on  both  sides  exerted  themselves  to  the 
utmost.  But  a  new  general  election  was 
at  hand;  tba  ^lastjkni   was  populari  and 
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restraint  upon  them  in  their  choice,  is  cer- 
tainly doing  them  very  grei^  injustice.  If 
the  people,  the  electors  of  any  shire,  city, 
or  borough,  make  choice  of  a  gentleman  to 
represent  them  in  Pariiament,  who  has  an 
employment  in  the  government,  that  very 
choice  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  they  do  not 
think  the  service  of  their  country  in  Par- 
liament, and  the  service  of  the  crown  in- 
compatible :  and  the  law  haa  already  wisdy 
provided,  that  in  case  any  gentleman  ac- 
cepts of  a  place,  or  an  employment  in  tha 
government,  after  he  has  been  chosen  a 
monber  of  Parliament,  his  seat  in  P^rlkt- 
ment  shall  thereby  be  vacated ;  he  most 
return  to  his  country,  city,  or  borough,  to 
be  techosen ;  and  if  they  again  chuse  him, 
it  is  a  certain  sign,  that  they  continue  ta 
think  him  the  most  proper  person  to  re* 
present  them,  notwitnstanding  his  having 
accepted  of  aplace  or  employment  under 
the  crown.    Tnen  as  to  the  gentlemen  who 


many  voted  ibr  it,  who  would  have  been 
against  it  any  other  time. — ^The  same  day,  on 
which  the  above  bill  was  read  in  the  House, 
the  qualiiicatfon-bill,  intitled,  '  An  act  for  se- 
'  curing  the  freedom  of  parliaments,  by  tbe  fur« 
'  ther  qualifying  the  memboa  to  sit  in  the 
*  House  of  Commons,'  received  a  second  read- 
ing ;  but  upon  a  motion  being  made  for  com- 
mitting it,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  a  majority  of  208  against  137."  Tin- 
dal. 

"  Another  measure  of  oppoation,  calculated 
to  raider  themselves  popuur,  was  to  revive  a 
self-denying  ordinance,  which    had    excited 
much  clamour  in  the  reign  of  king  William, 
and,  afler  great  opposition,  had  formed  an  ar- 
ticle amonff  the  limitations  in  the  act  of  settfe- 
ment,  but  had  been  afterwards  repealed.     It 
was  intitled  A  bill  for  seeming  the  freedom  of 
parliament,  bv  limiting  the  number  of  offioera 
(both  civil  and  military)  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   Several  friends  of  the  minister  were 
stronffly  inclined  to  favour  the  bill^  and  others 
could  not  venture  to  oppose  so  popular  a  qoea- 
tion  at  the  eve  of  a  general  election.    The  mo- 
tion was  also  so  agreeable  to  the  sentimeota  of 
many  among  the  Whigs,  who  usually  support- 
ed government,  that  the  minister  did  not  use 
his  iafluence  on  this  occasion.    He  did  not 
even  speak  in  the  debate,  but  contented  him- 
self with  giving  a  silent  vote,  as  he  did  on  the 
I>ensioQ  bill.    For  these  reasons  it  was  nega- 
tived by  a  very  small  majority  of  330  a^amst 
191.    But  a  small  majority  on    this  single 
question  had  no  effect  on  the  general  state  of 
parties.    It  fully  proved  the  jud«pnent  of  Wal- 
pole,  in  not  committing  himself  in  subjects  of 
so.  much  delicacy,  or  pressing  hisadherenta  to 
vote  in  opposition  to  popular  predilectkma.** 
Coxe's  Walpole. 
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•re  moWf  or  may  hereafter  be  in  officei, 
dvil  or  military,  under  the  crown,  it  is 
certain,  that  they  generally  are  ffentlemen 
of  families,  and  nutny  of  them  have  very 
large  properties  in  their  country.  Have 
not  they  tnereforeas  good  a  right  to  stand 
candidal  for  beinff  chosen  members  of 
Pariiament,  as  any  o?  those  gentlemen  who 
•re  out  <^  employment  ?  And  if  the  people 
do  them  the  hcmour  to  chuse  them,  wny 
•bovld  we,  by  a  law,  deprive  them  of  that 
lionoar,  wfaicn  die  people  have  thought  fit 
to  confer  ispon  them  ?  Is  it  not  robbing 
them  of  a  part,  at  least,  of  those  rights 
vhidi  they  have  a  just  title  to  as  E^Osh- 
men,  or  as  free  Britons  ? — By  this  Bill,  I 
must  likewise  think,  there  is  a  very  great 
pkce  ai  injustice  done  to  the  crown ;  I 
cannot  but  think  it  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  to  put  such  a  mark  of  disgrace  upon 
ail  the  officers  employed  by  the  crown,  as 
to  exclude  them  from  the  right  of  having 
•eats  in  Pariiament,  and  that  for  no  other 
reap  on  but  because  the  kin^  has  thought 
thent  worthy  of  serving  their  country  in 
•ome  office,  civil  or  nmitary,  under  him. 
It  is,  really,  not  only  putting  an  affront  i^on 
his  present  M^esty,  but  even  upon,  the 
crowh  itself,  and  rendering  it  impossible  for 
our  govemmeilt  to  subsist  under  itspresent 
form ;  for  if  such  an  ignominy  diall  be  put 
qpon  all  those,  who  shall  acc^t  of  any 
employmait  under  the  crown,  as  to  render 
thean  mcapable  of  serving  their  country  in 
PELriiament,  which  is  one  of  the  highest 
honours  a  gentleman  can  have. in  this 
country,  what  gentleman  of  &mily  or  for- 
tune, of  honour  or  capacity,  will  accept  of 
•By  employment  under  the  crown  i  And 
thus  by  rendering  it  impossible  for  the 
fcmg  to  get  any  man  of  family  or  fortune, 
•f  honour  or  capacity,  to  serve  under  him, 
yon  win  render  it  impossible  for  our  ^o- 
-vemment  or  constitution  to  subsist  und^ 
ttspresent  monarchical  fbmu— Should  the 
Bin  now  before  us  pass  into  a  law,  I  think 
it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  consequence.  It 
would  bring  the  House  of  Commons  into 
the  highest  contempt,  or  it  would  bring  all 
those  gentlemen,  wno  accept  of  any  offices 
m  ibe  government,  civil  or  military,  under 
contiempt.  It  is  natural  for  every  num  to 
eadesvour  to  render  contemptiUe  that 
honout,  tiiat  post,  or  that  thing,  which  he 
haowB  he  cannot  attain  to :  the  gentlemen 
of  the  armv,  the  navy,  or  in  civil  <^&:es, 
kfiowing  that  by  law  they  were  all  abao- 
faite^  excluded  from  the  honour  of  having 
sa>ts  in  the  House  of  Commons,  would  all 
join  togedier  in  endiaivouffiBg  to  vender 
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the  House  conteni^Ue  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people ;  and  we  need  not  doubt,  but  that 
der^  would  join  with  the  rest,  because,  I 
think,  they  are  already  excluded:  on  the 
other  hand,  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  mose  who  might  continue 
to  be  eligible  into  this  House,  would  en* 
deavour  to  support  the  honour  of  this 
House,  by  enoeavouring  to  raider  oon» 
temptible  all  those,  who  accepted  of  any 
post  or  employment,  either  in  church  cr 
state.  Is  It  not  much  to  be  feared,  that 
such  an  unnatural  division  as  this  mi^t,  in 
the  end,  prove  fatd  to  the  constitution  i 
For  the  success  of  either  party  would  cer» 
tainly  overturn  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment<— I  will  not  say,  but  that  country 
gentlemen  are  very  proper  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  I  believe  the  majority 
of  this  House  will  always  consist  of  6uch« 
as  it  has  formeriy  done ;  but  I  believe  it 
will  be  granted  me,  that  it  is  necessary,  for 
dispatching  the  business  that  properiy 
comes  before  this  House,- to  have  likewise 
aome  of  those  gentlemen  among  us,  who 
belong  to,  and  are  acquainted  with  the 
manner  of  transacting  business  in  the  seve* 
ral  great  offices  unoer  the  government. 
Every  gentleman,  wl^o  has  been  but  a 
short  time  in  this  House,  ^d  has  attended 
to  the  several  sorts  of  business  that  have 
come  before  us,  and  the  several  sorts  of 
pi^rs  and  accounts,  we  have,  from  time 
to  time,  found  neeessary  for  us  to  caU 
for,  must  have  taken  notice,  that  the  House 
would  have  been  sometimes  greatly  he* 
wildered,  if  we  had  not  had  some^gentle^ 
men  among  us  belonging  to  the  public 
offices,  capable  of  explainmg  to  the  Hdimc 
the  matters,  which  we  then  hapfiened  to 
have  under  our  consideration ;  which  must 
C(mvince  every  man  of  the  necessity  of 
having  some  such  gentlemen  always 
amongst  us.-  If,  indeed,  there  were  rea^ 
son  to  suspect,  that  ^ndemen^  offices, 
were  by  thdr  eqovmg  such  offices,  ^y 
way  in^uenced  in  their  way  of  acting  or 
speaking  in  this  House,  it  mi^  ^en  be 
necessary  to  contrive  some  way  of  prevent- 
ing that  mfluence for  the  fliture;  hut  as  I 
am  convinced,  that  a  man's  being  in  an 
office,  does  not  in  the  least  influence  hia 
way  of  thinking,  or  his  manner  of  acting, 
in  this  House,  I  therefore  think  we  have 
no  occasion  for  contrivinn^  any  such  reme- 
dies at  present,  and  fkr  less  for  such  an 
extraoininary  remedy,  as  is  proposed  by 
the  BOl  now  befoire  us,  for  which  reason  I 
am  against  committing  it. 
Mr.  Sandys  qpofce  as  followa; 
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Sir;  Ai  this  Bill  met  with  no  oppod- 
tioti/  either  when  it  was  moved  for,  or 
whoi  it  was  brought  in  and  read  the  firit 
ttnie,  I  was  very  little  apprehensive,  that 
we  should  have  had  any  d^ate  upon  it ; 
and  much  less  was  I  apprdiensive,  that 
our  going  into  a  committee  upon  it  would 
would  have  been  opposed,  tor  as  jet  it 
can  be  called  little  more  than  a  blank ;  it 
oannot  well  deserve  the  name  o£  a. Bill, 
imtil  it  has  gone  through  the  committee, 
where  the  many  blanks  which  are  now  in 
it,  are>  properly  to  be  filled  up.  I  was, 
indeed,  surprised,  to  hear  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman, who  spoke  last,  say  that  he  thought 
it  the  most  extraordinary  and  unreasona- 
ble Bill  he  had  ever  seen  brought  into  this 
House,  for  if  the  gentleman  will  look  into 
our  Journals,  he  will  see  that  this  very 
Bill  has  been  often  brought  in,  and  has 
almost  always  been  passed  in  this  House ; 
and  I  am  sure,  if  ever  it  was  thought  rea- 
sonable by  this  House,  it  must  now  be 
thought  much  more  so,  when  the  number 
of  placemen  is  much  greatet  in  this  House 
mn  it  was  ever  heretofore.  The  worthy 
gentleman  has  likewise  told  us,  that  1^ 
thinks  the  Bill  unjust,  both  with  respect  to 
the  crown,  the  people,  and  the  gentlemen 
who  have  the  honour  to  be  employed  by 
the  crown;  as  to  which,  J[  dudltake  notice 
in  general,  that,  by  the  same  method  of 
reasoning,  he  may  pretend  to  shew  us,  that 
all  tibe  laws  that  were  ever  made  for  re- 
gulating elections  were  unjust,  and  were 
«ncroaduif ents  upon  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. I  shall  reaoily  agree  with  him  that 
the  people  are  die  properest  judges,  who 
•uffht  to  be  chosen  by  them  for  represen- 
tatives in  parliament ;  and  I  am  confident, 
Ifaat  were  they  left  to  a  free  choice,  we 
riioidd  not  see  so  many  civil  and  military 
officers  brought  into  paiiiament — The 
people,  I  bdieve,  would  always  think 
themselves  more  secure  in  being  repre- 
sented by  coimtry  gentlemen,  wiSi  whom 
they  are  well  acquainted,  and  ifho  can 
have  no  interest  separate  fh)m  them,  than 
by  clerks  of  offices,  or  such  other  persons, 
whom  they  perhaps  never  saw  or  heard  of 
before  th^  came  down  to  be  chose  their 
fepresentatives,  and  whom,  probably,  they 
may  never  see  again,  until  they  return  to 
ask  the  same  favour  ;  which  every  gentle- 
jnan  here  knows  to  be  often  the  case  of 
many  of  our  little  boreu^  in  England. 
Btit,  to  say,  that  it^ould  oe  any  injustice 
in  us,  to  lay  any  restraint  upon  the  people, 
as  to  tli^  dioice  of  their  representatives, 
teems  to  me  veiy  extsaordinary,  when  we 
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consider  the  laws  now  in  being,  by  whicli 
the  people  are  restrained  firom  chusing 
any  gentleman  for  their  rqpresentativey 
who  IS  not  possessed  of  such  an  estate. 
Surely,  we  may,  with  respect*lo  elections^ 
without  being  guilty  of  any  injustice,  lay 
what  restraints  we  think  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  puUic,  and  the  preservati<ni  d^ 
our  constitution  ;  for  I  am  sure,  that  what* 
ever  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  cannot 
be  justly  said  or  thought  to  be  injurious 
to  the  crown.  It  is  extraordinary  to  say. 
that  what  is  proposed  by  this  Bill,  woiu  j 
be  an  injustice  done  to  those,  who  ai# 
thereby  to  be  made  ino^ble  of  being 
elected;  for  have  not  we  already  a  law, 
by  whidi  all  the  officers  concerned  in  the 
collection  o£  the  customs  or  excise,  are 
rendered  incapable  of  being  chosen  mem«- 
bers  of  parliament  ?  And  yet  I  have  never 
before  heard  it  urged,  that  there  was  any 
injustice  done  to  those  gentlemen,  by  exr 
duding  them  firom  having  seats  in  parlia* 
ment,  as  long  as  they  are  m  an  office  which 
is  mconsistent  with  their  being  members  of 
this  House.^-1  will  allow  that  the  choice 
made  by  the  burgesses  o£  a  little  borough* 
or  by  the  freeholders  of  a  county,  if  it  &lls 
upon  an  officer,  civil  or  military,  shewa 
that  the  majomy  of  those  electors,  at  that 
time,  did  not  thmk  the  office  he  then  en- 
joyed incompatible  or  inconsistent  with  hia 
being  their  representative  ;  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  said,  that  the  burgesses  of  a 
little  borough,  or  even  the  freenolders  of  a 
county,  are  better  judges  in  this  re^>ect 
dian  Uie  representatives  o£the  whole  pe<^ 
pie  of  Great  Britain  met  in  this  House ; 
especially  when  the  opinion  of  this  House 
is  approved  of  and  confirmed  by  the  other 
two  branches  o£  our/lesislature.  As  to 
the  alternative  pretended,  that  if  this  Bill 
should  pass  into  a  law,  it  would  lemder 
either  the  officere,  civil  and  military,  c<m- 
tempt3>le,  or  this  House  contemptible  m 
the  eyes  c^the  people,  I  cannot  imagine 
how  it  could  produce  either  of  these 
e£fects ;  for  as  to  the  officers,  civil  or  mill* 
tary,  is  it  to  be  imagined,  that  a  succesdul 
general  or  admiral,  a  brave  and  esroeriencd 
captain,  by  sea  oar  land,  or  a  civil  officer* 
honest,  e]|)ert,  and  diligent,  in  the  station 
he  is  in,  would  be  contemned,  because  he 
was  not  capable  of  being  a  member  of  this 
House  ?  Were  the  clergy  ever  brought 
into  contempt,  by  their  bemg  excluded  the 
privilege  of  being  chosen  naembers  <^  perw 
tiament  ?.  Onth^  contrary,  I  beliare,  &ey 
nevar  got  any  honour  by  being  m^idb^e 
of  either  House;  wdt  I  bdieve^  there  en 
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T617  few  officers,  either  civil  or  military, 
in  me  kingdom,  who  erer  gained  much 
honour,  or  much  repute,  among  the  peo* 

ge,  by  their  being  members  of  either 
ouse  of  Parliament,  unless  when  their 
being  such  was  the  occasion  of  their  being 
tamed  out  of  the  offices  they  enjoyed, 
and  mi^t '  have  cotitinued  to  enjoy,  to 
their  own  honour,  and  the  advantage  <^ 
their  country,  if  they  had  not  been  mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  As  to  the  other  part 
of  the  alternative,  that  this  House  may  be 
rendered  contemptible  by  what  is  now  pro- 
posed, I  am  not  m  the  least  afraid  or  it ; 
but  1  am  very  much  afraid,, that  if  some 
Bill  of  this  nature  is  not  speedily  passed 
into  a  law,  this  House  will  become  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  not  only  of  our  own 
people,  but  of  the  whole  world* — Gentle- 
men may  pretend,  that  no  man  is  influ- 
enced in  his  way  of  thinking,  or  in  his 
manner  of  acting,  in  this  House,  by  the 
post  or  the  office  he  possesses,  and  may  be 
turned  out  of,  whenever  a  prime  minister 
may  have  a  mind ;  but  while  men  are  men, 
I  am  convinced,  there  will  always  be  a 
great  number,  l^  iar,  I  fear,  the  greatest 
number,  who  will  rather  vote  accoraing  to 
^e  directions  of  the  prime  minister  for  the 
tinie  being,  than  run  the  risk  of  being 
turned  out  of  the  lucrative  post  or  office 
lie  thai  holds  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown: 
and  if  ever  a  majority  of  this  House  should 
happen  to  be  composed  of  such  men,  I 
am  sore  it  wiU  become  as  contempt&le  as 
ever  the  senate  Of  Rome  was,  after  it  be- 
came the  political  tool  of  their  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  emperors.  I  will  likewise 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
it  may  be  necessary,  at  least,  it  mav  be 
eonvenient  for  diis  House,  alwavs  to  nave 
m  it  some  of  those  gentlemen,  who  belong 
to  and  are  conversant  in  the  methods  m 
transacting  business  in  the  several  great 
c^ces  of  the  kin^om;  and  therefore  I 
am  not  for  excluding  from  seats  in  Parlia^ 
mentall  those  who  are  in  offices  civil  and 
military  ;  I  believe  no  gentleman  in  this 
House  ever  had  any  such  thoughts  in  his 
bead  ;  and  if  gentlemen  will  but  peruse 
the  Bill  as  it  stands  now,  they  will  see, 
iSOBBt  there  is  to  be  an  exception,  which  \a 
now  left  blank,  as  in^  all  such  cases  is 
usual,  in  order  that  when  we  go  into  a 
committee,  gentlemen  may  then  propose 
the  filHng  iq>  in  that  blank  as  many 
officers,  ot  as  many  'sorts  of  officers,  as 
they  knre  a  mind*  About  this,  indeed, 
I  expected  there  mig^t  have* been  «ome 
4^Niteii  bat  considering  the  great  mmi^ 
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ber  of  officers  of  all  sorts  we  have  now  in 
the  House,  considering  how  greatly  that 
number  may  be  increa^  in  times  to  come, 
considering  the  great  clamour  already 
raised  in  the  nation  against  so  many  officers 
being  in  this  House,  I  really  did  not  ex- 
pect, that  any  eentleman  would  have  op- 
nosed  the  committing  of  the  Bill,  or  would 
nave  pretended,  that  the  passing  of  soma 
such  Bill  was  not  now  become  necessary, 
both  for  the  honour  of  this  House,  and  tha 
safety  of  our  constitution.  To  conclude, 
the  Bill  is  at  present* but  a  blank,  but  I 
am  confident,  it  may  be  made  a  good  and 
a  reasonable  Bill,  and  agreeable  to  every 
gentleman  in  this  House ;  therefore  I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  the  going  into  a 
committee  upon  it,  because  S*  gentlemen 
do  not  like  it  after  the  blanks  are  filled  up, 
they  may  then  drop  it,  or  throw  it  out 
upon  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Edward  Thompson  spoke  next :  . 

Sir ;  If  we  do  resolve  to  go  into  a  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Bill  now  before  us^  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not,  I  must  take  liberty  to 
move  for  an  instruction  to  receive  a  clause, 
to  excluding  all  those  who  have  asked  for 
anyplace  or  employm^it,  or  any  othe^ 
favour,  from  the  government,  and  have 
been  reftued  what  they  asked  for ;  because 
I  am  persuaded  that  anser,  revenge  md 
disappointment,  may  influence  men's  ac« 
tions,  and  even  their  behaviour  in  thia 
House,  as  much  as  the  hopes  of  getting  a 
p>lace,  or  the  fears  of  losing  one,  can  pos* 
sibly  do ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  fully  a» 
reasonable  to  exclude  the  former,  as  it  is 
to  exclude  the  latter,  from  having  seats  in 
this  House.  If  it  can  be  suppcMed,  that 
the  hopes  of  getting  a  place,  or  the  feara 
oi  losing  one,  can  mfluence  some  men  so 
much,  as  to  make  them  approve  of  all  the 
measures  of  the  government,  right  or 
wrong ;  I  am  sure  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
the  passions  of  revenge  and  disappoint- 
ment may  likewise  influence  some  men  so 
much,  as  to  make  them  find  fault  where 
there  is  none,  and  to  oppose  whatever  is 
proposed  by  the  government,  even  when 
they  are  in  their  own  consciences  con« 
vinced  that  what  was  proposed  is  right, 
and  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  go- 
vernment and  cdnstitution :  But  for  my 
own  part,  I  can  make  no  such  supposition ; 
I  cannot  suppose,  that  the  being  in  a  place 
or  employment  under  the  government  is 
inconsistent  with  common  honour  and  ho- 
nesty ;  nor  can  I  suppose,  that  any  man 
would,  forthe  sake  of  satisfying  his  malioa 
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or  revenge,  oppose  any  thing  that  he 
was  necessary  for  preserving  or  improvinff 
the  happiness  of  his  country ;  and  I  would 
gladly  ask  those  gentlemen^  who  have 
termerly  been  in  places  under  the  govern- 
menty  and  happen  now  to  be  out,  if  they 
looked  upon  thanselves  as  less  honest, 
when  they  were  in  place,  than  the v  are  now 
when  they  are  out? — As  the  Bill  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  total  exclusion  o£eil  omcers, 
civil  and  military,  from  having  seats  in 
this  House,  I  would  really  admse  those 
gentlemen,  who  now  seem  so  fond  of  it,  to 
be  a  little  cautious  in  passing  such  a  Bill, 
for  if  that,  .i^hich  they  have  so  long 
s^i^ggle^  to  come  at,  be  so  near  at  hanc^ 
as  some  people  have  been  pleased  to  sive 
out  without  doors,  the  passing  of  sudi  a 
Bill  may  soon  a&ct  a  great  many  of  them- 
selves. They  may  then,  perhi^s,  think  of 
the  Bill  as  J  now  think  of  it;  and  I  must 
declare,  that  I  can  by  no  means  agree  to 
the  committing  of  it,  because  I  tmnk  it 
impossible  to  make  it  a  good  BilL 

Mr.  Digby  said : 

Sir;  I  differ  so  &r,  in  my  opinion  about 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  from  the  honour- 
id:>le  gentleman  who  qpoke  last,  that  I 
think  itis  not  possible  to  makeit  a  badBiU. 
It  is  a  Bill  that  has  often,  as  was  before 
observed,  passed  through  this  House;  ^ 
I  am  sure  it  was  never  more  necessary  lor 
securing  the  freedom  and  independency  of 
oarliaments  than  it  is  at  this  present  time ; 
1  am  afraid,  that  even  the  transactions  of 
this  day  may  be  a  convmcing  proof,  of  the 
great  necessity  that  there  is  for  having 
aome  such  Bill  passed ;  or  rather  that  they 
will  be  a  melancholy  proof  of  its  being 
already  impossible  ever  to  get  such  a  BiS 
fuissecL  It  is  certain,  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  constitution  depends  upon  pre- 
aerving  a  Just  balance  between  the  several 
powers  of  which  it  is  composed;  for  if 
ever  the  scale  diould  be  so  much  turned, 
as  to  overthrow  and  destroy  that  balance, 
our  constitution  will,  from  that  moment, 
be  at  an  end:  And  it  is  certain,  that  the 
many  penal  laws  which  have  been  enacted 
since  the  Revdlution,  the  many  taxes  that 
have  been  laid  on  and  still  ocmtinued,  and 
the  great  number  o£  officera  that  are  ne* 
cessary  for  the  collecting  of  those  taxes, 
have  thrown  a  great; and  a  dangerous 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown ;  such 
fL  power  as,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  may 
enable  the  crown  to  swallow  up  the  two 
other  branches  of  our  legislature,  by 
ttiaking  them  entirely  dependent  on  thie 
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crowBt  if  ever  those  employidl  bj  tlie 
crown  should  be  wicked  enough  to  mako 
sucha  cruel  use  of  the  power  they  lunre 
got  into  their  hands.  I  will  not  say*  that 
ever  such  a  use,  or  any  wicked  use,  has  as 
yet  been  made  of  the  great  power  whidt 
the  crown  has  lately  acquired;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  such  a  use  may  be  mads 
of  it:  Some  future  minister  may  arse* 
who  may  make  an  absolute  and  a  blind 
obedience  to  his  commands,  both  as  to 
voting  and  speaking  in  either  Home,  and 
as  to  voting  at  elections  for  meo^rs  of. 
this  House,  the  only  tenure  by  which  g^« 
tlemen  in  office  can  hope  to  continue  ia 
their  respective  offices,  and  the  onhr  merit 
which  can  intitle  a  man  to  prderment 
either  in  diurch  or  state;  and  if  thisshould 
ever  happen  to  be  the  case,  I  must  leave 
it  to  every  gentlemui  that  hears  me  to 
consider,  whether  our  constitution  would 
not  then  be  in  tlie  most  imminent  danger ; 
Shall  we  ^n,  who  are  the  guardians  of 
the  peof^e's  liberties,  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pro^nde  proper  fences,  agamst  that  power, 
which  may,  some  time  or  other,  be  made 
use  of  for  invadipg  or  breaking  down  all 
those  fences,  whidi  now  sme  to  profe(k 
and  defi^the  liberties  and  the  properties 
of  the  pe<^le?  We  all  know»  that  the 
service  of  the  crown  and  the  service  of  the 
ie  ou^t  always  to  be  the  same;  we 


know  that  the  crown  ought  never  to 
any  thing  but  what  is  for  the  service  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  people  6ught  never 
to  refuse  what  is  necessary  for  the  support 
o£  the  crown,  and  for  their  own  defence ; 
but  we  likewise  know,  that  the  service  of 
the  crown  and  the  service  of  the  people 
have  not  been  always  the  same;  we  know 
that  die  crown  has  sometimes  been  the 
people's  most  dangerous  enemy,  and  the 
people  may,  peifaaps,  have  sometimes  re« 
fused  what  was  necessary  for  the  suppoKt 
of  the  crown,  and  for  uidr  omi  deraiee* 
What  has  happ^ed  may  happen  a^aini 
but  as  l<mg  as  the  padisment  contmues 
pure  and  uncorrupted,  they  will  always 
oe  proper  mediators  between  the  crowa 
am  the  people ;  whereas,  if  both  Hoosei 
of  Parliament  should  ever  coine  to  be  cur 
tirely  dependent  on  thctcrown^  and  ready 
to  follow  blindly  whatever  instructtons  thegr 
may>  receive  from  the  mmistem  qf  tM 
crown,  could  it  then  be  said,  that  thepeiw 
liament  would  be  proper  mediators  between 
the  crown  and  the  people  ?  Could  ^tbeoK* 
pected,  that  the  parliament  would  eter  put 
a  check  imon  the  most  arbitxenr  del* 
mands  rftbe crown?  Or  jcould it Jbe e«P 
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pected,  that  they  would  evej;  f  ave  weii^ht 
enough  with  the  peopKT^o  prevail  with 
^em  to  comity  willinffly  wiui  the  most 
necessary  demands  of  Uie  crown  ?  This  is 
4  case  that  is  certainly  to  be  apprehended 
by  all  those,  who  have  any  >regard  for  our 
present  happy  constitution ;  and  as  the 
nomber  of  officers  in  the  service  of  the 
crown  is  daily  increasing  in  this  House,  I 
think  it  high  time  to  put  a  ^op  to  it ;  for 
the  disease  may,  very  soon,  become  incu- 
rable.^— That  some  dangerous  practices 
have  formeriy  been  attempted,  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown,  upon  the  members  of 
this  House,  cannot  be  denied;  since  an 
honourable  centleman  of  great  worth,  a 
gentleman  of  great  distinction  in  the  ^rmy, 
general  Wade,  has  but  lately  told  us,  that 
even  he  himself  was  threatened,  for  daring 
to  give  his  vote  against  one  of  the  most 
destructive  ministerial  schemes  that  was 
ever  brought  into  Pariiament ;'  and  thou^ 
he  had  virtue  and  courage  enough  to  de- 
spise such  threats,  yet  it  is  probable,  that 
9iany  were  brought  over  by  such  or  the 
like  argumodts  ;  Mcause  that  scheme,  de- 
structive as  it  was,  got  the  sanction  of  a 
British  Act  of  Parlianient ;  an  act,  which, 
lor  its  many  &ial  and  iniquitoiis  e&cts, 
will  for  erer  make  a  considerable  sera  in 
theannals  of  this  nation.  But  I  need  not 
enlarge  imon  the  necessity  of  our  lurving 
some  such  law  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill ; 
the  thii^  meaks  itself ;  the  independence 
of  our  Parliaments  is  certainly  our  great- 
lest  security :  and  if  we  cannot  render 
them  altogether  independent,  the  more 
they  are  so,  the  less  our  danger  will  be, 
therefore  I  am  fwour  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee moved  for. 

Mr.  Winningtan  spoke  next : 

Sir ;  Tins  Bill,  as  gentlemen  have  ob- 
served, has,  it  is  true,  been  offben  proposed 
and  hm  sometimes  passed  in  this  House, 
but  it  has  likewise  been  sometimes  reject- 
ed; 80  that  if  there  is  any  argument  in 
Ais,  it  is  equally  strong  on  bodi  sides ; 
and  as  it  has  been  often  proposed,  imd 
never  yet  has  nassed  into  a  law,  it  is  a 
certain  proof  tnat  it  has  never  yet  been 
Aenght  reasonaUe  :  indeed,  if  we  look 
into  the  history  of  it  we  shidl  find,  that  it 
has,  at  all  times,  been  brought  in  and  sup- 
ported by  those  who  were  at  those  several 
ttmes^ooeavouringasmudiasAey  could 
to  distress  the  government;  I  wifl  like- 
wise agree  wi^  die  honouiabie  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
^balffiuoe  .between,  the  ihiee  branches  of 
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the  legislature  ;  but  I  cannot  a^ree  with 
him  in  saying,  that  that  balance  is  now  in 
any  danger  of  being  destroyed  :  I  hope  it  • 
never  wul ;  I  am  sure  it  never  was  in  less 
danger  than  it  is  at  present:  and  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  if  the  government  should  ever 
attempt  any  thing  against  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  they  would  find  no  such  ser« 
vile    dependence,     or   blind   obedience, 
among  the  gentlemen  in  office  as  has  bepn 
talked  of :   many  of  those  gentlemen  are, 
and,  I  believe,  always  must  be,  gentlemen 
of  good  families,  and  possessed  of  consi- 
derable estates  of  their  own ;  they  may  not 
perlu^be  very  ready  to  join  with  any  set  of 
men  to  distress  that   government  they 
aerve  ;  but  if  they  should  (^serve  that  go- 
vernment inoroaching  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  they  would  theiv  without 
doid[>t,  shew  some  regard  to  the  fomilies 
they  were  come  of,  ana  the  preservation  erf 
theur  own  private  fortunes ;  and  would  ra*> 
ther  throw  up  the  posts  or  places  they  en- 
joyed under  the  crown,  thtm  join  witn  the 
crown  in  overti^ming  the  laws  and  the 
constitution  of  their  country.  As  there  may 
be  danger,  in  throwing  too  much  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  so  I  hope,  It 
will  be  granted,  that  the   hands  of  the 
crown  may  be  so  much  weakened,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  crown  to  sup- 
port itsdf,  and  administer  the  public  afiairs 
ofthenationastheyou^ttobe;  and  this 
last  would,  I  am  convinced,  be  the  case 
if  this  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law.    For,  as 
it  certainly  contains  a  total  exclusion  of 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  where  must 
the  crown  go  to  find  persons  to  fill  up 
those  employments  as  tney  shall  become 
vacant  i  6entlemen  of  figure  or  fortune 
in  their  countiy  would  not  certainly  8C« 
cept  of  any  of  them,  were  they  thereby 
to  be  branoed  with  such  a  mark  of  infamj: 
as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  serving 
their  country  in  parliament;  so  that  the 
crown  woula  be  obliged  to  go  among  the 
very  dregs  of  the  people  to  find  out  per* 
sons  who  would  undertake,  or  accept  of 
any  office  under  the  crown;  and  thus, 
in  a  short  time,  we  should  have  all  our 
offices  and  employments,  both  civil  and 
military,  filled  with  creatures  of  no  family 
or  fortune  in  the  kingdom :  and  if  all  our 
civil  employments,  but  especially  our  mi- 
litary employments,  should  come  into  such 
hands,  I  would  gladly  know,  firom  the  gen* 
tlemen  so  fond  of  this  Bill,  if  they  would 
think  the  constitution  safe  under  such  an 
administration.    This  I  take  to  be  a  very 
strong  argument  against  tHoie  Bill,  and*  I 
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eaimot  really  see  any  one  argument  for  it ; 
I  can  see  no  reason,  why  a  gentleman, 
only  because  he  is  in  employment  under 
ihe  crown,  should  be  deprived  of  his  birth- 
right, by  being  disqualihed  from  sitting  in 
parliament.  It  is  certain,  that  the  people 
at  present  do  not  think  so,  otherwise  they 
would  not  chuse  so  many  of  those  gen- 
tlemen as  tliey  do ;  and  I  must  think,  that 
it  would  be  a  very  great  encroachment  on 
the  rights  of  the  people,  to  dictate  to  them 
in  theur  choi^,  and  to  tell  them,  you  shall 
ehuse  only  such  or  such  persons  for  your 
vepresentatives  in  parliament.  The  laws, 
m  they  stand  now,  have,  I  think,  provided 
snfBciently  in  this  respect ;  if  any  gentle- 
man accepts  of  an  omce  or  emplojrment 
«nder  the  crown,  he  is  sent  down  to  be 
re-chosen,  and  if  the  people  think  him 
thereby  disqualified,  tney  may  refuse 
chusing  him  again  for  their  representative ; 
but  the  many  instances,  which  have  even 
lately  occurred,  of  gentlemen  beins  re- 
elected upon  such  occasions,  is  wiUi  me 
a  full  proof,  that  the  people  do  not  think 
nay  gentleman  disqualified  from  beine 
their  representative,  by  his  having  accepted 
of  an  <^ce  or  emplovment  under  the 
crown.  As  for  the  South-Sea  Scheme, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
pleased  to  mention,  however  destructive 
It  was,  it  is  certain  it  is  not  to  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  crown,  or  of  UieVninistry  even 
at  tl^  time.  We  all  know  how,  and  by 
what  methods,  it  was  carried  through  par- 
liament: we  know,  that  when  tl^  mquiry 
came  to  be  made,  it  speared,  tnat  tnose 
directors,  who  were  let  into  the^  secret, 
and  intrusted  with  the  management  of 
that  scheme  in  parliament,  were  men  of 
all  denominations  and  complexions,  and 
aubscriptions  were  given  to  members  of 
as  diffisrent  denominations  and  complec- 
tions ;  by  which  there  were»  1  beueve, 
many  more  brought  in  to  supports  that 
Scheme  than  were  brought  in  oy  any  mi- 
nisterial influence:  but  whatever  may  be 
in  that,  it  is  wdl  Imown  that  the  ministers 
that  now  are,  were  strenuous  opposers  of 
that  scheme ;  so  that  no  argument  can  be 
drawn  from  thence,  for  or  against  any 
thing  that  is  now  proposed. 

Sir  William  JVi/ndham  said : 

Sir;  As  it  has  always  been  my  opinion 
that  every  man,  who  is  in  a  place  or  office 
under  the  government,  is  not  therefore 
necessarily  to  be  supposed  to  be  under 
any  slavish  influence  as  to  his  behaviour 
s%this  House,  I. have  ftHrmerly  opposed 
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Bills  of  this  sort:  and  if  this  Bill,  when  it 
mayj)roperiy  be  called  one/ioes  appear  to 
b  i  the  same  with  thos6  which  I  have  lormerly 
opposed,  I  shall  oppose  this  likewise.  But 
the  worthy  gentleman,  who  brought  in  this 
Bill  has  alr^y,  in  conversation,  shewed 
me  a  good  deal  of  difierence  between 
what  is  now  designed,  and  the  Bills  I  have 
formerly  opposied;  for  which  reason  I 
shall  be  for  going  into  a  Committee  upon 
it,  because  no  man  can  well  say  any  thing 
either  for  or  against  the  Bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  it  being  really  nothing  but  a  blank ; 
but  when  those  blanks  are  filled  up,  and 
the  Bill  brought  into  such  a  shape^  as  to 
enable  one  to  form  some  sort  of  judgment 
about  it,  I  can  then  easily  determine,  what 
farther  I  am  to  do ;  and  if  it  be  not  then 
made  very  difierent  from  the  Bills  (  have 
formerly  opposed,  under  the  same  title,  I 
shall  in  this,  as,  I  hope,  I  have  on  all  other 
occasions,  act  consistently  with  myself,  and 
oppose  the  BiU's  being  carried  any  step 
farther.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  take 
notice,  that  the  necessity  for  some  such 
Bill  is  certainly  much  greater  now  than 
it  was  formerly;  parliaments  are  now  of  a 
much  longer  continuance,  and  it  must  be 
granted,  that  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
and  a  more  close  correspondence  between 
the  crown  and  a  parliament,  may  be  con- 
tracted in  a  course  of  seven  years,  than 
could  possibly  have  happened  in  a  course 
of  three  years  only.  This  is  a  most  dan- 
gerous novelty,  which  has  been  lately  in- 
troduced ;  and  when  such  novelties  are  in- 
troduced into  our  constitution,  if  they  can- 
not be  shaken  o^  if  things  cannot  be 
brouffht  back  to  where  they  were,  laws, 
which  formerly  were  thought  unnecessary 
and  unreasonable,  may  then  become  both 
reasonable  and  necessary ;  and  gentlemen 
who  form^ly  opposed  them  may  then 
think  themseves  obliged,  both  in  honour 
and  duty,  to  siroport  an4  promote  them  to 
the  utmost  of  tneir  power. — As  the  Bill  it 
now  but  a  blank,  we  argue  in  the  dark  upon 
it,  but  if  I  have  been  rightly  informed, 
there  never  was  the  least  design  of  ex-^ 
eluding  all  officers,  civil  and  military ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  great  officers  of  state,  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  admiralty, 
trade,  and  many  others  in  sudi  offices  are 
to  be  excepted:  none  of  them  are  de- 
signed,  nor  indeed  ought  they  to  be  ex<- 
eluded,  because  they  are  generally  such 
who  by  their  families  and  fortunes  have 
a  natural  interest  in  the  country,  and  may 
be  chose  mesnben  of  parliament  without 
any  assistance  from  toe  board  to  whick' 
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they  belong.  Such  geoUenien  may  rea- 
sonably be  supposed  to  be  independent  of 
the  boardy  or  even  of  any  minister  of  state ; 
but  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  all  the  other 
little  officers  belonging  to  those boardsor  to 
any  other  office  un&r  the  government; 
if  such  little  officers  should  ever  be  brought 
into  parliament,  it  must  be  by  the  unna- 
tural interest  of  the  board  or  cmce  to  which 
they  belong ;  and  as  they  will  then  be  en- 
tirely dependent  on  the  board  or  office  to 
whidi  they  belong,  not  only  for  their  seats 
m  parliament  but  likewise  for  their  daily 
bread,  we  cannot  suppose,  that  their  beha- 
viour in  this  House  will  be  absolutely  free 
frem  ministerial  influence;  therefore  I 
must  think,  that  it  may  be  very  proper  to 
ezdude  all  such  from  being  brought  into 
parliament;  for  though  it  may  be  very 
ptoper  to  exclude  aU  such  from  being 
brought  into  parliament;  for  though  it  may 
be  necessary  to  aUow  a  secretary  of  state, 
or  any  sucn  great  officer,  a  seat  in  this 
House,  yet  it  is  not  at  aU  necessary  he 
should  come  here"^  with  his  clerks,  and  the 
whole  equipage  of  his  office.  Though  the 
honourable  gendeman,  who  spoke  last, 
seemed  to  tlunk  that  no  argument  could 
be  drawn  from  the  success  of  the  late 
&tal  South  Sea-scheme,  yet,  I  think  he, 
from  thence,  gave  us  a  very  strong  ar- 
gument for  some  such  bfll  as  is  now  pro- 
posed, when  he  told  us,  that  gentlemen 
of  all  denominations  and  complexions  were 
drawn  in  to  support  that  scheme,  by  means 
of  the  subscriptions,  that  were  given  them ; 
for  does  liot  tnat  shew,  that  men  of  all  de- 
nominations and  complexions  are  apt  to 
l^e  their  inclinations  biassed,  and  even 
their  understandings  blinded,  in  fevour  of 
that  public  measure,  from  which  they  ex- 
pect to  draw  a  private  advantage  ?  is  not 
this  one  of  the  strongest  arguments,  that 
can  be  given,  for  us  to  take  all  possible 
care,  that  no  member  of  this  House  shall 
ever  have  any  private  advantage  to  ex- 
pect, or  any  private  loss  to  fear,  from  his 
voting  on  either  side  of  any  question, 
that  may  happen  in  this  House  ?  and  is  not 
this  a  most  unanswerable  argument,  for 
our  a^eeing  to  exclude  those  from  seats 
in  this  House,  who  may  have  the  whole, 
or  at  least  the  principal  part,  of  their  daily 
ttbsistence  depending  upon  their  way  of 
▼oting  or  behaving,  as  members  of  this 
House.  However,  it  is  impossible  to  ar- 
gue with  any  certainty,  either  for  or 
Wisttt  the  BiU  as  it  now  stands ;  if  the 
BiD,  afler  it  has  passed  through  the  Com- 
suttee,  shall  appear  to  be  an  unreaaonable) 
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or  an  tmnecessary  Bill,  we  may  easily  pre^ 
vent  its  going  any  fcurther;  and  therefore 
I  must  say,  Uiat  I  can  see  nd  reason  for 
gentlemen's  opposing  our  going  into  a 
conunittee  upon  it,  unless  it  be,  that  they 
are  afraid,  lest  it  may  be  there  made  so 
good  and  so  reasonable  a  bill,  that  the j 
cannot  then,  with  any  confidence,  oppose 
its  being  passed  into  a  law.* 
As  so<m  as  Sir  William  haddone  speakings 

JMr.  Horatio  Walfole  rose  and  spoke  tot 
the  following  efiect : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman. Sir,  below  me  has  told  you,  that  he 
always  opposed  bills  of  the  same  nature 
<with  this  now  before  us ;  and  I  was  really 
heartily  sorry  to  find  him  so  much  Am* 
culted  to  find  out  somewhat  in  this  biH 
different  from  those  he  has  formerly  op^ 
posed,  insomuch,  that  he  was  at  last  evett 
forced  to  own,  that  it  was  at  present  the 
very  same  sort  of  bill,  but  that  m  the  com- 
mittee, it  might  be  made  a  diffisrent  biH 
from  what  it  now  appears  to  be.  I  will  not, 
Sir,  ask  thehonouiwle  gentleman,  whether 
he  was  in  place,  or  out  of  place,  when  he 
q)posed  such  Bills ;  but  I  will  sajr,  that  t 
have  always  opposed  them  both  m  place^ 
and  outofjplace ;  and  as  I  take.this  to  be 
the  very  same  bill  with  those  I  have  for- 
merly opposed,  I  shall  therefore  be  against 
the  question  now  before  us;  and  for  all 
the.  gentleman  has  said,  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  we  shall  this  day  be  both  upon  the 
same  side  of  the  question ;  for  I  dare  say, 
he  only  me^t  to  make  some  sort  of  com- 

Eliment  to  his  worthy  friend  over  the  way  ; 
ut  when  it  comes  to  the  question,  I  am 
persuaded  he  will  join  with  me,  which,  if 
ne  does,  I  will  fairly  promise  him,  that  if 
any  such  bill  be  proposed  when  he  is  in 
place,  and  I  am  out,  he  shall  have  my  as- 
sistance in  opposing  it. 

W^ave  been  told.  Sir,  that  though  the 
bill,  as  it  stands  at  present,  be  a  total  ex- 
clusion of  all  officers  civH  and  military, 
yet  there  are  to  be  many  excepticms  made, 
when  we  go  into  a  committee  upon  it ;  I 
must  say,  that  this  raises  my  curiosity  te 
much,  as  to  give  me  some  inclination  to  be 
for  the  question,  because,  by  the  excep- 
tions those  gentlemen  are  to  propose,  we 
'■     ■   '     ■  ■    _      ■'  '         '  ^ '       "■  ' 

*  The  remainder  of  this  very  important  de- 
bate is  intirely  omitted  by  CbandW :  and  which  ^ 
omission  has  led  Mr.  Coxe  to  oonclude  that  sir 
Robert  Walpofe  <*  did  not  even  speak  in  the  de- 
<«  bate,  hot  contented  himself  with  firing  a  si- 
<'lentTOte."    Sea  ^a  Note  top.  368;       ^ 
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mayf  rbdiere,  pretty  well  guett  what  of- 
fices and  employments  they  hare  chalked 
out  finr  themselves ;  but  as  the  time  of  this 
House  ought  not  to  be  taken  up  about 
matters  of  curiosity  only^  therefore  I  shall 
not  allow  my  curiosity  to  carry  me  so  hr^ 
as  10  TOte  for  this  House's  throwing  away 
a  day  of  their  session,  bj  going  into  a 
committee  upon  an  alBur,  whidi,  I  am 
convmced,  must  prove  firuitleBS  in  the  end. 
.  There  are  some  gaitlemen  amonff  us, 
Sir,  whom  I  have  formerly  known  ^  be'in 
Tery  good  employments,  under  the  cromi, 
but  now  they  happen  to  be  out  of  place, 
and  are  become  mighty  patriots:  It  is 
true,  there  is  something  very  sonorous  and 
Bompous  in  the  name  ratriot ;  but,  I  be- 
lieve, those  gendemen  looked  upon  them- 
ielves  to  be  every  bit  as  ^ood  men,  and  as 
firmly  attadied  to  the  mterest  of  then* 
country,  when  they  were  called  Secreta- 
ries at  War,  Coflerers,  or  the  like ;  nay,  I 
believe  they  not  only  thought  so  them- 
aehres,  but  would  have  been  angry  with 
any  man,  who  would  then  have  pretended 
to  nave  thou^t  otherwise  of  them. 

Ite  honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke 
last,  motioned  IS^wise  the  long  continu- 
ance of  our  parliaments,  and  the  great  ac- 
fpiaintance  and  correspondence,  which 
nny,  in  a  term  of  seven  years,  be  con- 
tracted between  them  and  the  crown: 
fiK>m  whence.  Sir,  I  presume,  we  are  m  the 
seMrion  to  lurve  some  debate  upon  that 
question  too;  and  therefore,  if  we  do  agree 
to  go  into  the  committee  proposed,  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  move  for  an  instruc- 
tion, for  that  committee  to  receive  a  Clause 
fior  rfioitening  the  continuance  of  our  par- 
liaments^ that  so  we  may  xnAe  but  one 
days  debate  of  both  questions,  when  that 
is  over,  we  may  hove  the  call  of  the  House, 
and  tlien,  I  believe,  the  business  of  this 
session  will  be  pretiy  well  over. 

Mr.  PuUeney  rose  and  said : 

Sir;  The  worthy  centleman,  who  spoke 
last,  has  entertained  me  House  with  a  good 
deal  of  his  wit,  but  has  not  been  pleased 
to  ghre  us  any  one  ar^ment  against  the 
question ;  and  as  I  am  very  sensible  of  my 
own  incapacity  to  contend  with  him  in  wit, 
I  am  sorry  he  did  not  vouchsafe  to  give 
me  an  €q[)portunity  of  answering  some  of 
his  arguments,  if  he  has  any,  against  our 
going  into  the  committee  proposed.  He 
mentioned  the  wot d  Patriot,  and  told  us 
there  was  something  very  pompous  and 
aonocous  m  the  nane ;  but,  whatever  that 
worthy  fWtlemaa  may  thii^  of  patriotism, 
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I  hope,  Sir,it  w91  never  be  laughed  at,  or 
turned  into  ridicule  in  this  House,  It  is 
certainly  the  most  glcHrioos  epithet,  when 
justly  applied,  that  ever  was,  er  ever  can  be 
bestowed  upon  any  man ;  and  I  sboald  be 
sorry  to  find,  Aat  that  gentleman  with  all 
his  wit,  or  any  other  person  with  a  little 
such  sonorous  wit,  were  able  to  laugh  it 
out  of  these  doors. 

But  now,  Sir,asto  the  question  in  hand, 
I  will  venture  to  say,  that  every  gentle- 
man who  has  spoke  against  it,  has  entirely 
mistaken  the  nature  of  the  bill  now  befom 
us ;  they  su{^posed  it  to  be  such  a  bill,  as 
they  have  been  pleased  to  represent,  and 
came  hare  provided  wid)  arguments,  some 
in  their  heads,  but,  I  believe,  more  in  th^ 
pockets,  against  a  bill,  wadk  as  diey  had 
before  supposed  this  to  be;  andnow,  whea 
we  have  neard  them,  it  is  plain,  that  none 
of  their  arguments  afiect  m  die  least  the 
bill  now  bc^e  us.  Gentlemen,  and  par- 
ticularly one  up  in  the  comer,  who  tried  a 
little  at  wit  too,  having  supposed,  that,  by 
this  bill,  a  total  exclusion  of  all  oi&cers^ 
civil  and  military,,  was  intended ;  but  they 
have  been  t<M,  that  no  sucli  diing  was 
ever  intended,  or  so  much  as  dreamed  of: 
they  have  been  told,  that  afl  great  oncers 
are  still  to  have,  and,  I  thimc,  ought  to 
have  seats  in  this  House;  but  suppose. 
Sir,  that  it  is  intended  to  exclude  such,  -m 
by  the  nature  of  their  office,  must  either 
n^ect  their  duty  in  parliament,  or  thenr 
duty  in  their  office,  which  nece^arily  re^ 
quires  thdr  attendance  elsewhere ;  sud, 
for  examine,  as  the  commissioners  of  die  re- 
venue in  Irdand ;  surely,  Sur,  ihis  must  be 
thought  highly  reasonable  by  a  majority  of 
this  House,  as  well  as  by  the  generali^  of 
mankind ;  yet  I  doubt  mudi,  u  the  worthy 
gentleman  in  the  comer  would  think  ^o. 
Suppose  again,  that  it  were  intended  to  ex- 
clude irom  seats  in  parliament  those  derics, 
and  deputies  <^  offices,  who  have  a  con- 
tinual dependance  upon  the  crown,  and 
are  daily  at  the  mercy  of  a  minister,  for 
'  being  continued  in,  0)r  turned  out  of  that 
employment,  from  which  they  draw  the 
principal  part  of  dieir  subsistence ;  might 
not  this  be  done.  Sir,  widiout  any  injus- 
tice ?  can  it  be  supposed,  that  the  people 
would  think  themselves  injured  by  such 
a  regulation  ?  such  persons  can  never  be 
supposed  to  act  or  vote  with  diat  free- 
dom, which  every  member  of  this  House 
ought  to  do ;  and,  I  am  sure,  it  would  ba 
for  the  honour,  as  well  as  die  freedom 
of  parliament,  to  exdude  all  such  persons  ( 
wludi  is  1^  that  is  intended  by  die  niU  new 
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before  ns ;  Had  therefore  it  is  evident,  that 
none  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  agamst 
the  question,  afiect  in  the  least  the  bill, 
which  we  have  now  under  our  consider- 
stion. 

Gentlemen  have  insisted  mudi  upon  the 
tiecessfty  we  are  under,  of  having  always 
in  this  House  some  of  tiiose  who  are  in 
public  offices  and  employments ;  they  hove 
told  «s,  that  the  knowledge  of  such  gen- 
tlemen, in  afbirs  of  state,  is  superior  to 
that  of  Country-gentlemen,  or  fox-hunters : 
It  is  true,  Sir,  they  may,  perhaps,  Imow  a 
fittlemore  of  the  management  of  public 
offices,  and  the  methods  of  making  up  ac- 
eoonts,  and  raising  perquisites,  tlmn  gen- 
tlemen who  never  had  the  honour,  nor  the 
profit  of  being  made  acauainted  with  such 
tilings ;  but  it  will  be  allowed,  I  believe, 
Aat  those  gentlemen,  who  pay  a  large 
flhare  of  the  taxes  imposed,  and  feel  the 
heavy  burthen  of  them,  because  Uiey  are 
obliged  to  pay  the  whole  out  of  their  own 
private  fortunes,  will  be  a  little  more  cau- 
tioas,  how  they  lay  on  sudi  taxes,  and 
more  eiiBct  in  seeing  them  properly  and 
frugally  applied,  than  those  Imowing  gen- 
tlemen in  public  offices,  who  have  large  sa- 
laries, and  many  perquisites  daily  coming 
In.  The  case  of  such  gentlemen  really 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  passage  in  the  play, 
'  called  the  Funerd :  I  remember.  Sir,  an 
undertaker  is  there  represented,  as  paying 
money  to  his  mourners  to  loc^  sad  and 
disroiu,  and  one  of  them  he  reprimands  se- 
verely, for  that,  the  more  money  he  gave 
him  to  look  sad,  the  more  merry  the  Mlow 
dways  looked:  this  is  the  very  case  with 
tiiose  gentlexaen  in  offices :  the  more  money 
they  give  in  a  pforliamentary  way,  the  tiiere 
merry-  they  look,  fior  the  more  ihej  give^ 
&e  more  comes  into  their  pockets. 

But,  Sir,  to  be  serious,  for  the  sul^ect  is 
reidly  of  a  very  serious  nature ;  it  is  cer^- 
tain,  there  never  was  a  time,  when  this  bill, 
or  some  such  bill,  was  more  necessary: 
the  great  power  and  influence  of  the  crown 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  well  as 
in  the^  elections  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  calls  aloud  for  some  regulation;  it 
may  soon  be  in  the  power  of  a  m&nister, 
even  before^ the  election  of  a  new  parlia- 
Htent,  to-  tell  us  what  majority  he  will  have 
in  the  ensuing  parliament;  he  may  have 
this  House,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  this 
House,  andperheps  of  the  other  too,  in 
his  pocket.  Thi^  would  be  a  most  ter- 
rible misfortune ;  it  is  a  misfortune  whidi 
is  just  at  our  door,  and  if  we  aUow  it  to 
enter,  it  wtH  be  impossible  to  g«t  it  iwft 
[VOL.  IX.] 
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ikgain;  l6t  us  then  do  what  we  can ;  if  we 
cannot  get  all  we  vrish  for,  let  us  endea- 
vour to  exclude  from  seats  in  this  Hous^^ 
at  least  those  who  are  the  immediate  ser- 
vile dependants  upon  a  minister;  if  this  is 
not  done,^  our  constitution  must  soon  be  un- 
done; for  let  any  future  minister  be  as 
wicked,  as  rapacious, andas criminal  as  ever 
an^ministerwas,  who  will  attenmt  to  accuse 
or  impeach  him  in  a  Hooise  of  Commons, 
where  it  is  known  he  has  a  corrupt  majo- 
rity ready  to  acquit  him  of  whatever  crimes 
may  belaid  to  his  charge,  even  though  his 
guut  should  be  made  as  manifest  as  the  sun 
at  noonHlay  i 

Sir  William  Yonge  rose  and  spoke  to 
this  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  have,  I  think,  Slr» 
given  all  possible  attenjtion  to  every  gen- 
tleman, who  has  Epoke'in  this  debate,  and 
for  my  own  part,  I  must  say,  I  cannot  dis- 
cover, that  tnere  is  any  necessity,  at  pre* 
sent,  for  the  bill  now  proposed  to  be  com- 
mitted :  It  is  true,  tbat  sudi  bills  have 
been  often  brought  in,  and  have  sometimes 
been  passed  in  this  House,  particularly  ia 
the  reign  of  the  late  kinff  William;  and, 
as  I  was  but  the  other  Say  reading  the 
History  of  that  reign  in  a  book  lately  pub- 
lished, I  shall  repeat,  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves,  the  account  the  Historian  gives  of 
a  Bill  of  this  nature,  and  of  those  who  then 
brought  it  in:  He  says,  the  persons,  who 
were  then  the  bringers  in  and  supporters 
of  that  Bin,  were  either  such  as  thought 
they  had  not  been  sufficiently  rewarded 
for  the  services  they  had  done  in  assisting 
to  bring  about  the  Revolution,  or  suck 
who  were,  and  always  had  been  real  ene* 
mies  to  the  Revolution,  both  which  parties 
joined  in  bringing  that  bill  in,  and  getting 
it  passed,  in  order  to  distress  the  measures 
of  that  glorious  king,  and  to  clog  the 
wheels  of  his  government. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  account  the  Historian 
gives  of  a  Bill  of  this  native,  brought  into 
this  House  at  that  time :  I  am  far  from 
throwing  the  same  imputetioft  upOn  the 
gentlemen  who  are  the  supporters  of  tho 
bill  now  before  us ;  I  hope  they  act  from 
quite  difierent  principles;  but  the  attempt- 
ing to  make  such  alterations  in  our  consti- 
tution, ^en  there  is  no  apparent  necessity 
for  it,  does  give  some  sort  of  ground  for 
suspecting,  mat  those  who  make.such  at- 
tempts, are  influenced  by  motives  different 
from  those  that  are  opemy  avowed:  A^s  I, 
^Sir,  Can  see  no  manner  of  reason  for 
malung,  «t  present,  sudi-  an  alteration 
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in  our  eonstitutiony  as  thdt  of  exclud- 
ing from  Seat3  in  Pariianient  all,  or  at 
least  the  greatest  port  of  those  who  en- 
joy any  office^  mil  or  military^  under  the 
crown;  I  cimnot  therefore  see  any  ne- 
cessity for  tKe  bin  now  before  us ;  and  if 
the  odIv  view  now  be  to  exclude  two  or 
three  clerks  in  offices  from  seats  in  piurlia- 
menty  I  must  think,  that  neither  our  con- 
stitution, nor  the  freedom  of  parliament, 
•can  be  in  any  danger  from  three  or  four 
persons  having  seats  in  this  House,  let 
their  dependimce  be  never  so  great,  or 
'never  so  servile ;  and  therefore,  I  do  not 
think  it  worth  whUe  to  take  up  the  time  of 
this  House  in  passing  any  bill  for  such  a 
purpose,  or  in  ^oing  into  a  committee 
imon  any  such  bill,  for  which  reason  I 
shall  be  against  your  question. 

Mr.  Heniy  Pdham  said : 

I  do  not  stand  up.  Sir,  to  trouble  you 
with  any  arguments  against  the  commit- 
ment of  the  Bill,  other  gentlemen  having 
before  spdce  stdSicientl^  to  that  point; 
but,  as  derks  and  deputies  in  offices  have 
been  mentioned,  I  stand  up  to  speak  for 
(me,  whose  modesty  will  not  allow  him  to 
speak  for  himself.  I  have  the  honour,  Sir, 
to  be  in  an  office  which  is  certainly  very 
lucrative,  as  well  as  a  place  of  great  trust, 
and  the  gentleman,  wno  is  my  oeputy,  is  a 
member  of  this  House,  unknown  to  many 

fentlemen  in  the  House,  and  beloved,  I  be- 
eve,  by  all  that  know  him:  It  is  well 
known  that  the  security  he  gives  for  the 
fiuthful  performance  of  his  duty  in  that 
office  is  very  considerable ;  it  is  such  as,  I 
am  sure,  must  free  him  from  all  manner 
tyf  suspicion  among  those  he  represents ; 
for  no  man,  who  is  capable  of  giving  so 
large  security,  can  be  suspected  of  any 
such  servile  dependance  as  some  gentlemen 
have  been  pleased  to  mention;' it  cannot 
be  supposed,  that  such  a  gentleman  owes 
his  daily  bread,  or  even  the  principal  part 
of  his  subsistence,  to  the  omce  he  enjoys, 
or,  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  such  a 
iieinous  crime,  as  that  of  betraying  his 
country  in  parliament,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
tinuing in  that  office.  This,  Sir,  I  thou^t 
it  my  duty  to  mention ;  but,  as  it  is  now 
so  late,  I  will  not  give  you  the  trouble  of 
laying  any  thing  as  to  me  subject  now  in 
4ebate. 

.  Lord  Caiherlogh  said: 

I  believe.  Sir,  no  man,  who  knows  me, 
ii  ignorant  of  ^e  many  and  the  late  obli- 
gations I  owe  to  his  Mtyes^,  which  I 
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shall  always  be  ready  to  adoiowledge;  and 
I  shall  endeavour  to  take  all  qiportuni- 
ties  of  shewing  my  gratitude  for  the  fii- 
vours  I  have  received.  Whfle  I  have  the 
honour  to  sit  in  this  House,  I  diink  I  can^ 
not  shew  my  gratitude  to  his  Majesty  bet- 
ter, than  by  performing  my  duty  towards 
those  I  represent,  because  1  always  looked 
upon  the  interest  of  the  king  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  to  be  inseparable; 
and  therefore,  as  I  think  the  bill  now  before 
us  not  only  reasonable,  but  even  necessanr 
for  the  preservation  of  our  constitution,  I 
shall  ^ive  my  vote  for  our  going  into  a 
committee  upon  it. 

Sir  Robert  WalpdU  rose  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion.  Sir,  that 
we  ought  not  to  make  any  alterations  in 
our  constitution,  but  when  there  is  an  ap« 
parent  necessity  for  doing  so ;  and  it  ia 
certain,  that  the  time  of  uiis  House  ought 
not  to  be  taken  up  with  contriving  new 
regulations,  or  passing  bills  for  which  thera 
is  no  manner  ot  occasion.  In  the  present 
case,  I  have  heard  nothing  that  can  in  the 
least  convince  me  of  there  being,  at  pre- 
sent, any  necessity  for  the  bill  now  before 
us,  which  of  itself  is  to  me  a  sufficient 
reason  for  my  giving  my  vdte  against  the 
present  question ;  but  the  case  of  an  ho- 
naurablc  gentleman  mentioned  eaiiy  in  the 
debate,  and  what  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  has  said,  is  to  me,  and  must,  I  think, 
be  to  every  gentleman,  a  full  proof,  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  bill  now  under 
our  consideration,  and  is  consequently  an 
unanswerable  arfi;ument  for  our  not  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  House  with  going  into 
a.  committee  upon  this,  or  any  such  bill ; 
for  when  we  see  gentlemen  who  are  ia 
offices,  gentlemen  who  own  their  man^ 
obligations  to  his  Majesty,  declaring  their 
opinion,  and  giving  their  votes  m  thia 
House,  with  the  same  freedom  that  other 
gentlemen  do,  it  seems  strsfhge  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  tliat  all  gentl(&men  in 
offices  act  under  a  servile  dependance 
upon  the  crown. 

As  to  bills  of  this  nature  havine  been 
often  proposed,  or  even  passed  in  thia 
House,  it  is  no  argument  for  our  agreeing 
or  disagreeing  to  it  now :  every  prop08i-« 
tion  is  a  new  propositiqn  as  of^^n  as  it  ia 
made  in  this  House,  and  is  to  be  debated 
and  conittdered  upon  its  own  merits  only, 
without  any  regard  to  what  is  passed;  for, 
what  former  parliaments  have  done,  or 
haveiefitfed  to  do,  can  ba  i^  rule  for  us; 
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and  as  the  merits  of  every  qiiestion  must 
depend  upon  what  has  been  said,  or  may 
lie  said,  for  and  against  it,  I  belieye,  with- 
out adding  any  thing  furUier,  I  may  leave 
the  present  question  upon  that  issue. 

Ajb  for  Clerks  and  deputies  in  office,  I 
am  sure  there  are  none  such,  who  have 
now  seats  in  parliament,  that  are  not  fully 
entitled  to  such  seats  by  the  properties 
they  possess ;  and  their  own  private  for- 
tunes must  raise  them  as  much  above  the 
suspicion  of  corruption,  or  of  a  servile 
dependaace,  as  any  gelitleman  in  this 
House  can  well  be;  there  are  none  of 
them  but  have  fortunes  of  their  own  suffi- 
cient to  support  them  as  gentlemen,  and 
whoever  is  so  provided,  cannot,  from  his 
circumstances,  be  suspected  of  any  servile 
dependance ;  if  there  be  any  around  for 
such  a  siupidon,  it  must  proceed  from  the 
temper  of  th^  mind,  against  which  there  is 
no  fortune  affluent  enough  for  being  a 
sufficient  guard,  nor  could  the  law  now 
proposed  be  of  any  effisct  against  such  men. 
/  Aa  honourable  gentleman  spoke  of  mi- 
nisters having  a  House  of  Commcms,  even 
a  House  of  Lords,  in  their  pockets ;  I 
own  this  is  language  I  do  not  understand: 
gentlemen  are  in  this  House  at  liberty  to 
uirow  out  whatever  theu*  imaginations  may 
suggest ;  but  thej  certainly  ought  to  have 
some  meaning  m  everything  they  say. 
The  honourable  gentleman  talked  too  of 
wicked  ministers,  and  of  impeaching  cri- 
minal ministers ;  this,  Sir,  has  often  been 
talked  of,  but  has  yet  appeared  to  be 
nothing  but  words ;  If  I  am  the  minister 
meant,  I  wi^  with  all  my  heart  they  would 
b^;in ;  I  am  persuaded  there  are  those 
who  want  not  mclination,  and  God  forbid, 
I  should  suppose  they  wanted  abilities :  If 
there  were  any  probiable  ground,  if  there 
were  the  least  foundation  for  impeaching 
any  minister  or  ministers,  I  am  fullv  con- 
vinced it  would  be  impossible  to  withstand 
or  evade  such  an  impeachment;  at  least, 
I  am  sure  I  now  speak  in  an  assembly 
where,  were  I  guilty,  I  could  not  expect 
to  be  acquitted,  but  while  I  am  innocent, 
I  may  and  I  do  depend  upbn  it,  that  I 
never  shall  be  condemned ;  for  this  reason, 
I  say,  I  wish  that  gentlemen  would  begin ; 
but  while  they  talk  only  of  impeachments, 
without  proceeding  any  forther,  what  they 
say  must  be  look^  on  but  as  mere  worcb 
to  amuse  the  galleries,  and  embellish  their 
speeches. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wyndham  said: 

In  my  (^inionj  Sir,  most  gentlemei^ 


and  particularly  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last,  have  wandered  very  much 
from  the  question  in  debate:  the  only 
question  now  before  us,  is  whether  or  no 
we  shall  go  into  a  committee  iq>on  the  Bill 
which  has  been  now  read  a  second  time  to 
the  House  ?  If  the  bill  be  a  necessary  or  a 
reasonable  bill,  we  certainly  ouffht  to  go  into 
a  committee  upon  it ;  and  if  it  be  neither 
reasonable  nor  necessary,  it  is  as  certain 
we  ought  not  to  proceed  any  further. 

As  t6  its  beins  a  reasonable  bill,  it  has 
been  objected,  Uiat  it  would  be  injurious 
to  the  crown,  to  exclude  all  the  servants 
of  the  crown  from  seats  in  parliament ; 
but  to  this  a  foil  answer  has  already  been 
made,  that  there  is  no  design  to  exclude 
all  the  servants  of  the  ci'own ;  the  only 
design  is1to  exclude  all  those  servants  of 
the  crown  whose  duty  demancb  their  at- 
tendance elsewhere,  or  who,  by  the  places 
they  enjoy,  may  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  be  under  a  servile  dependance  upon  the 
ministers  of  state:  wnere,  tiien,  is  tha 
injury  done  to  the  crown,  since  his  Ma- 
jesty may  still  have  most  of  his  principal 
servants  in  this  House,  and  is  still  at 
liberty  to  em(>loy^whomsoever  he  thinks 
proper,  either  in  a  militaiy  or  a  civil  capa« 
city? 

It  has  been  forther  said,  that  this  bill 
would  be  an  injustice  done  to  the  peoide, 
because  it  would  limit  them  in  .their 
choice,  and  preclude  them  from  chusing 
those  whom  tney,  perhaps,  thought  most 
proper  for  representing  them  in  parlia- 
ment ;  but,  in  my  opinion.  Sir,  it  is  doing 
a  favour  to  the  people,  to  preclude  them 
from  putting  a  trust  in  those,  who  may, 

Erobanl^,  be  induced  to  betray  that  tnut, 
y  Ipadmg  the  people  wiUi  all  the  taxes 
and  burdens  which  a  wicked  and  designing 
minister  may  propose :  This,  rSir,  wfll  be 
a  real  favour  to  the  people,  and  a  favour 
which  they  will  soon  become  sensible  of. 
It  is  true,  as  has  been  said,  that  when  a 
gentleman  accepts  of  a  new  office,  he  b 
sent  back  to  his  country  to  be  rechosen, 
and  it  is  likewise  true  tnat  such  gentlemen 
are  often  rechosen ;  but,  do  not  we  know 
that  such  gentlemen  eo  back  to  their  coun-. 
try  with  double  credit :  such  a  man  has 
not  only  the  interest  he  formerly  had,  but 
is  now  got  into  an  office,  he  is  now  looked 
on  as  the  favourite  of  the  minister,  some  he 
promises  to  provide  in  places,  others  he  ia 
to  save  from  pains  and  penalties;  and  thus, 
by  the  places  he  gets  for  some,  and  the 
fears  he  relieves  others  frt>m,  he  purchases 
his  borough  for  life, \£  his  offica  Wso;  Is 
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7  GEORGE  n.        DehaU  on  Mr.  Bromle^s  Motion  for  ike        [3Bf 


DOtthisasortafCornmtion?  And  ought 
not  we.  Sir,  to  provide  a  remedy  against 
this  sort  of  Corruption^  as  well  as  that 
which  is  properly  called  Bribery? 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  necessity  there  is  for 
•ome  such  bill  as  what  is  now  proposed, 
the  case  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who 
bad  virtue  enough  to  withstand  the  mena- 
ces of  a  court ;  and  the  case  of  a  noble 
lord,  who  always  behaved  with  great 
honour. in  this  House,  have  been  made 
use  of  to  shew  that  there  is  no  necessity 
&r  such  B,  bill ;  but  are  one  or  two  instan- 
ces to  be  made  use  of  as  an  argument  in 
^n  aSkiT  where  hundreds  might  be  brought 
upon  the  other  aide  of  the  question  >  The 
instances  of  the  other  side  are  indeed 
kept  much  more  secl*et,  it  is  not  easy  to 
discover  the  motives  of  men's  actions ;  but 
I  am  convinced  there  is  not  a  gentleman 
in  this  House,  who  doubts  but  many  such 
instances  have  happened ;  and  the  case  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  which  is  new 
made  public,  is  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
danger  of  having  a  great  number  of  gentle- 
men in  this  House,  who  have  profitable 
employments  depending  entirely  upon  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown,  and  consequently, 
upon  the  pleasure  of  the  favourite  minister. 
It  is  certain,  Sir,  the  circumstances  of 
this  country  are  much  altered  from  what 
tjiey  were.  Formerly  the  crown  had  so 
few  places  or  employments  to  give,  that  if 
those  who  were  in  possession  of  them  had 
all  been  in  parliament,  they  could  not  have 
endangered  our  constitution ;  butnow  the 
servants  of  the  crown  have  multiplied  so 
much,  what  by  new  taxes,  and  by  split- 
ting of  offices,  that  the  most  &tal  conse- 
quence is  to  be  feared  from  them ;  especi- 
ally, now  Uiat  a  seat  in  parliament  beguis 
to  be  thought  almost  necessary  to  qualify 
a  man  for  a  post  or  employment ;  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  this  House  may  be  filled  with 
the  servants  of  tlie  crown,  though  by  our 
constitution,  we  ought  to  be  servants  of 
our  country :  We  are  not  to  talk  of  what 
is  the  case  at  present,  or  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  now  the  honour  to  be  members 
of  this  House,  as  well  as  servants  of  liie 
crown ;  they  may,  perh£^,  be  indepen- 
dent of  the  crown,  tney  ms^  act  with  ab- 
solute freedom  in  this  House ;  but  it  is 
certain,  that  he  must  have  more  than  com- 
mon virtue,  who  will  forfeit  a  lucrative 
post  or  employment,  rather  than  submit 
sometimes  to  the  directions  of  a  prime 
minister,  even  as  to  his  way  of  voting  in 
,  ^  this  House ;  and  therefore  it  is  certain 
'that,  unless  some  suQh  bill  as  this  be 


passed,  the  majority  <^  this  Honte  may 
come  to  be  composed  of  servants  q(  tho 
crown  who  have  not  so  much  virtue  m 
they  who  are  now  members  of  this  House* 
I  hope  it  will  be  agreed,  that  it  would  then 
be  too  late  to  think  of  any  such  bill  as  the 
present;  for  God's  sake  then,  Sir,  let  mi 
provide  for  the  safety  of  our  country,  whiia 
It  is  in  our  power ;  If  we  do  it  now,  we 
may  soon  be  involved  in  ruin  without  any 
hopes  of  redemption ;  for  the  preventinup 
of  which,  I  think  this  bill  fd>solutely  neces* 
saiy,  and  therefore  I  am  most  heaiiily  for 
the  question. 

After  him  Mr.  Clutterbock  spok^ 
against  the  commitment,  and  then  th^ 
q[uestion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  ne^ir 
tive,  230  agamst  191. 

Complaint  againit  Sir  WHliam  MUner^ 
Bart,  for  receiving  a  Pension  of  SOOL 
per  Annum  for  hts  Vote  in  Parltameni.'] 
Feb.  19.  Complaint  being  made  to  tM 
House,  That  William  Noble,  clerk,  had 
asserted,  in  a  public  cofieorhouse,  that  sir 
William  Milner,  hart,  member  for  Yorlc^ 
received  a  pension  from  the  court,  and  that 
he  knew  the  person  who  paid  it ;  in  dia« 
honour  of  the  said  sir  William  Milner,  and 
in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  Hou$e» 
Mr.  James  Farrer  and  Mr.  Brudenell 
Greenwood,  who  had  heard  Bsid  reported 
this  piece  of  conversation,  attendmg  at 
the  door,  they  were  called  in,  and  exa* 
mined  touching  the  matter  of  the  said 
Complaint;  and  upon  declaring  that  they 
had  heard  Mr.  Noble  publiclj^  assert.  That 
sir  William  Milner  was  a  pensioner,  and  re* 
ceived  500/.  per  annum  for  his  votins  in 

Earliament,  and  that  he  knew  from  whom 
e  received  the  same ;  it  was  ordered* 
*<  That  the  said  WUliam  Noble,  cl»k,  be 
summoned  to  attend  the  House  forthwith* 
to  answer  the  said  complaint." 

Mr.  Noble,  beins  called  in  and  exa« 
mined,  acknowledged,  That  he  might  per- 
haps have  said  in  private  conversabton^ 
that  he  had  heard  of  sir  William  Milner's 
having  a  pension  from  the  court,  or  some^ 
thing  to  that  effect ;  but  as  what  he  said 
upon  that  occasion,  was  said  only  cursoxily 
in  conversation,  and  without  any  desiga  of 
reflecting  upon  any  gentleman,  he  could 
not  remember  the  very  w(Hrds  ho  then 
made  use  of. 

Sir  fVilliam  MUner's  Defence^]  He 
being  withdrawn. 

Sir  WUliatn  Milner  BtooA  up,  and  spoke 
9^  follows;. 
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Repeat  of  ihe  Sepienmfd  Act.  A.  D.  1734.  [8M 

Mn  Noble  waA  accordingly  taken  mid 
custody,  but  some,  days  after»  upon  a  Peti* 
tioQ  to  the  House,  expressing  nis  somnr 
for  his  said  ofFenoe,  and  begging  pardon  of 
the  member  and  of  the  House  fctf  the  same, 
he  was  discharged  out  of  custody,  paying 
his  fees. 

The  Salt  Dutijf  continued  to  March  25f 
1742.]  Feb.  20.  The  House  resolved  it* 
self  into  a  committee  to  consider  farther  of 
ways  and  means  for  raising  the  simplT 
granted  to  his  Majesty;  and  resolved^ 
That  the  several  duties  onSidt,  and  also  oa 
white  and  red  herrinffs,  delivered  out  for 
home-'Consumption,  vnnch  by  an  act  of  the 
5th  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign  wer^ 
revived  and  granted  to  his  Migesty  until 
the  25th  of  March  1735,  be  fiurther  cootie 
nued  and  granted  from  the  24thof  Maidt 
1784,  to  the  25th  of  March  1742:  tint 
B(Molution  was  next  day  amad  to  by  ^M 
House,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance 
thereof,  which  accordingly  was  brov^fat  in 
and  paaied  into  a  law.* 

MArch  7.  The  Bill  for  preventing  die 
in&mous  practice  of  Stocx-jobbin^,  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sir  John 
Rushout  was  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the 
Lords.     . 


388] 

.  Mr.  Speaker;  I  am  eztremel3r  sorry, 
that  1  should  have  the  misfortune  of  having 
my  name  mentioned,  in  so  infamous  a  man- 
ner as  what  you  have  now  heard  at  your 
bar ;  but  since  it  has  been  so  mentioned, 
I  tUnk  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  a 
j^ab^c  declaration  of  my  own  innocence : 
and  I  do,  upon  my  honour,  and  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  affirm.  That  I  neither 
have  nor  ever  had  any  place,  pension, 
cratutty  or  reward,  from  the  court,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  £»r  my  voting  in  per- 
IJanwimr,  or  iwon  any  other  account  what- 
ever: and  Incerarise,  That  it  is,  and  has 
ever  been  my  constant  resolution,  that, 
Airing  the  time  I  heve  the  honour  of  serv- 
ing Boy  ceuntry  in  paiiiament,  in  order  to 
keep  my  opimon  unbiassed,  I  never  wiH 
eoc^  of  any  place  or  pensicm  either  from 
this  ministry,  or^any  succeeding  one.  The 
refieciing  upon  the  members  m  this  House 
has  beeoL  e  common  practice  of  late  years, 
by  the  enemies  of  our  constitution,  to  ren* 
der  his  Majes^s  government  odious,  to 
iniame  the  nation,  and  to  lessen  the  digni# 
-  ty  end  authority  of  this  House ;  for  if 
lOEMikkiBd  can  be  once  broudit  to  believe, 
that  the  members  ef  this  House  are  cor* 
milled,  it  is  a  very  natural  consequence 
to  imagine,  that  whatever  is  done  here  pro- 
ceeds from  private  views,  and  a  self-inte- 
fested  principle,  without  regarding  the 
good  of  the  public*  For  my  own  part,  I 
thmk,  if  the  gentleman,  wiiose  character 
should  be  sacred^  can  nmke  good  his  asser- 
tions, he  ought  to  have  the  thanks  of  this 
House,  for  doing  his  country  so  public  a 
aenrice^  as  the  detecting  a  corrupt  and  un- 
worthy member :  but  if  it  be  fidse  and 
groundless,  I  hope  this  House  will  have  so 
just  a  regard  for  one  of  their  own  body,  as 
to  shew  a  prqper  resentment. 

Thesaid  Comfiaint  proroed false  and  ican' 
ddouB.']  Then  it  was  resolved,  nem. 
con.  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  1. 
That  William  Noble,  clerk,  has  publicly  as- 
serted that  sir  WUliam  MOner,  a  member 
of  this  House,  was  a  pensioner,  and  re- 
ceived 5(X)L  per  annum,  Jbr  his  voting  in 
pariiamimt ;  and  that  he  knew  from  whom 
ne  received  the  same.  2.  That  thesaid  as. 
sertion  is  frdse  and  scandalous,  highly  re- 
flecting upon  the  hoinbur  of  the  said  sir 
William  Milner,  and  of  this  House,  and  a 
breadi  of  the  privilege  thereof."  And  it 
was  ordered,  lliat  the  said  William  Noble, 
eierk,be,  for  the«aid  oifence,  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  seqeant  at  arms  attend- 
ing the  Hicuiseu  .      . 


1 


Debate  in  the  Commons  on  Mr*  Brom* 
leys  Motion  for  repealing  the  Septennial 
Act-i.^  March  IS.  Upon  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Gfl>bon,  it  was  ordered  thi^  the 

*  <«  Upon  this  resolution,  a  bill  was  immedi- 
ately ordered  in,  and  it  passed  into  a  Idw,  aAer 
a  Tery  faint  opposition,  notwitbstandinff  aU  the 
danonr  that  bad  been  raiMd  a^inst  tie  same 
doty  some  time  before.  Bot,  m  fiset,  the  ene- 
mies, as  wen  as  the  friends,  of  the  mioislery  had 
measures  to  observe;  aad  they  knew  that  no- 
tbtncr  could  be  more  nopopular  at  tbe  next  ge- 
■enu  electiou,  than  to  load  tbe  landed  interest, 
by  doubling  tbe  land-tair,  which  must  bare 
been  tbe  case,  had  not  the  saft-doty  been  con- 
tinued to  his  Majesty  .'^    Tindai. 

f  <*  Tbe  most  important  and  solemn  debate 
that  happen^  this  session  in  the  Hoose  «f 
Commons,  was  that  upon  tbe  motion  fi>r  re- 
pealing the  Septennid  act.  Afl  tbe  writers  for 
the  oppositioB  had  always  presumed,  that  the 
minister  found  his  account  in  septennial,  more 
than  be  could  do  in  triennial,  parliaments; 
and  as  tbe  prolongation  of  tbe  time  of  a  par- 
liament's sitting  from  three  to  seven  years,  waa 
no  other  than  an  expedient  for  preserving  the 
peace  of  tbe  natton  at  a  particular  juncture,  the 
causes  of  which  they  presumed  no  longer  to 
exist,  they  summoned  op  all  their  force  to  make 
a  deeisire  push  upon  this  occasion.  Add  to 
this,  that  frequent  retoms  of  an  opportunity  to 
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Serjeant  ftt  Arms  atteoding  the  House 
■faould  go  with  the  mace  into  the  Court  of 
Requests,  and  placet  adjacent,  and  sum- 
mon the  members  there  to  attend  the  ser- 

" p — 

iFote,  being  mort  agreeable  to  the  ^DeraliW  of 
electors  au  over  the  kingdom,  the  tri^nds  of  the 
motion  were  in  hopes  of  being  able,  e?en 
though  they  should  not  succeed  within  doors, 
10  strengthen  their  interest  without."     Tbdal. 

^  The  subject  which  of  all  others  employed 
the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  sides  to  the 
most  vigorous  ezertiooi  was  a  motion  made  by 
l^lr.  Bromley,  who  proposed  that  a  bill  shouUl 
be  brought  in  for  repealing  the  Septennial  act, 
and  for  the  more  frequent  meeting  and  calling 
6f  parliament.  The  ministry  now  insisted 
upon  the  increase  of  papists  and  Jacobites, 
wnich  rendered  it  dangerous  to  wcaiken  the 
hands  of  the  gorernment:  They  challen^j^ 
the  opposition  to  produce  one  instance  in  which 
tho  least  encroachment  had  been  made  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people  since  the  Heptennial  act 
took  place ;  and  they  defied  the  most  ingenious 
malice  to  prove  that  his  present  Majesty  bad 
ever  endeavoured  to  extend  any  branch  of  the 
prerogative  beyond  its  legal  bounds.  Notwith- 
standmg  the  most  warm,  the  most  nervous,  the 
most  pathetic  remonstrances  in  favour  of  the 
motion,  the  question  was  put,  and  it  was  sup- 
pressed by  mere  dint  of  number."    SmoUctt. 

<■  The  (|uestion  on  which  the  opposition 
founded  their  principal  hopes,  if  not  of  success 
at  least  of  embarrassing  the  minister,  was  a 
proposal  to  repeal  the  Septennial  bill,  which 
was  first  introduced  on  this  occasion,  and  afler- 
wards  annually  renewed.  It  had  been  long  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  a  question  which  was 
so  well  calculated  to  increase  their  popularity, 
bad  not  been  proposed  before.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  in  this  particular  instance  the  oppo- 
sition was  divided.  The  Tories  and  Jacobites, 
who  had  strenuously  resisted  tlie  introduction 
of  the  Bill,  could  not  obtain  t^e  coHipcration  of 
the  disafl*ected  Whigs,  as  it  seemed  to  imply  a 
dereliction  of  their  principles,  to  TOte  for  the 
repeal  of  a  bili  which  they  had  once  thought 
necessary  for  tho  security  of  the  Pi'otestant 
succession.  At  the  repeated  instigations  of 
Bolingbroke,  sir  WiHiam  Wyodbarn  and  the 
leading  Tories  pei-sisted,  and  at  length  carried 
their  point.  The  Whigs  reluctantly  complied, 
and  proved,  hy  their  manner  of  conducthig  the 
debate,  the  awkward  situation  in  which  they 
were  placed.  The  motion  was  made  by  Brom* 
ley,  and  seconded  by  sir  John  St.  Aubyn.  The 
ouly  Whi^  of  any  consequence  who  spoke  for 
the  question,  were  sir  John  Barnard,  who  said 
only  a  few  uonis,  and  Pulten^,  who  rose  late 
in  the  debate.  He  made  a  short  speech,  and 
pretitctd  it  with  an  apology  for  his  apparent 
mconsittteuc^^  in  voting  for  the  repeal  of  a  bill 
which  he  had  support^  at  the  time  of  its  in- 
Iroduciiou."    Coxe's  Walpole. 


vice  of  the  House ;  and  he  being  return- 
ed, 

Mr.  W^iBwm  Prom/^,  member  for  War- 
wick, stood  up  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  &»eaker ;  The  call  of  the  House 
bemg  acyoiumed  to  a  very  remote  day, 
upona  general  opinion,  which  I  hope  u 
well  foimded,  that  no  Vote  of  Credit  will 
be  proposed,  I  believe  we  can  scaroe  ex- 
pect to  see  a  fuller  House  than  this  day 
produces.  There  cannot  therefore  be  a 
better  opportunity  of  making  a  motion 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  of  such  a  national 
concernment,  that  I  have  long  wished  it 
undertaken  by  some  person  beS^r  able  to 
support  it  than  myself:  but  I  have  this  sa* 
tii^don,  that  what  I  am  gmng  to  oflfer 
will  so  &r  speak  for  itself,  as  mar  sufmly 
any  defects  m  my  manner  ni  lavmg  it  be- 
fore you ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House,  when  it  comes  to  bo 
maturely  considered. 

I  believe  we  are  none  of  us  unapprised 
of  the  dislike  the  people  in  general  have 
always  had  to  long  parliaments;  a  dislike 
justly  foimded  onreascm  and  experience ; 
long  parliaments  in  former  reigns  having 
proved  the  unhappy  cause  of  great  cala- 
mities to  this  nation;  and  having  been  at 
all  times  declared  an  innovation  upon  our 
constitution.  I  am  convinced  there  is  noone 
that  hears  me,  who  does  not  believe  the 
people  thought  themselves  highly  ag- 
grieved by  the  Septennial  Bill :  that  they 
even  looked  upon  it  as  a  dangerous  in- 
fringement of  tneir  liberties,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  cause  alledged  in  the  preamble  to 
the  act,  which  seemed  at  that  time  to  carry 
some  weight  with  it. 

lliat  cause  being  happily  removed,  they, 
desire  to  revert,  as  near  as  may  be,  to 
their  ancient  constitution;  and  surely 
there  can  never  be  a  more  favourable  op- 
portuni^  to  efectuate  it  than  at  this  junc- 
ture, when  his  Majes^,  to  the  great  .joy 
of  the  kingdom^  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  declai-e  \m  satisfaction,  that  the 
people  are  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  isi 
chusing  anew  representative.  The  pre- 
sent parliament  draws  near  its  dissolution : 
what  can  it  do  more  for  its  own  honour  > 
How  can  it  crown  its  many  meritorious  acta 
better,  than  by  redressmg  a  grievance, 
which  a  succeeding  parliament  may  pos- 
sibly have  its  reasons  for  not  entermg 
into? 

Frequent  parliamente  were  early  de- 
clared a  fundamental  jpart  of  our  constitu- 
tion.   In  the  Ith  ot  Edwards,  an  ^ 
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passed  for  holding  them  once  a  jrear,  or 
oftener,  if  there  should  be  occasion.  In 
the  S6th  year  of  the  same  reign  tliat  sta- 
tute was  confirmed.  In  that  parliament 
Magna  Charta  and  Charta  de  Foresta  were 
confirmed,  and  several  new  privileges 
granted  to  the  subject,  llien  comes  we 
clause  relating  to  rarliaments^  which  suf- 
ficiently shews,  the  intention  and  original 
institution  of  Uiem  was  for  the  redress  of 
Grievances :  for  the  bill  enacts.  That  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  said  articles  and 
statutes,  that  is,  the  privileges  before- 
maitioned,  and  for  redress  of  divers  mis- 
chiefs and  grievances,  which  daily  happen, 
a  new  parliament  shall  be  held  once  every 
y^,  as  at  another  time  was  ordained. 
The  16th  of  Car.  2.  recites.  That  by  the 
ancient  laws  and  statutes,  parliaments  are 
to  be  held  very  often,  and  therefore  enacts, 
niat  the  sittmg  and  holding  of  parlia- 
ments shall  not  be  intermitted,  or  discon- 
tinued, for  more  than  three  years. 

In  ^  early  days  when  this  prudent 
care  was  taken  for  frequent  meeting  of 
parliaments,  the  cr<iwn  was  possessed  of 
jrevenues,  whidi  made  applications  to  the 
Deople  for  money,  unless  upon  extraor- 
oinary  emergencies,  unnecessary.  It  there- 
fiure  plainly  U)pears,  That  redress  of 
grievances,  making  salutary  laws  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  and  preserving 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  supporting 
A  due  balance  between  the  power  of  the 
crown  and  the  rights  of  the  subject,  were 
the  main  ends  of  culling  parliaments.  The 
power  of  calling  then  being  the  undoubted 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  it  became  ne- 
ce»ary,  for  the  safety  of  the  subject,  to 
oblige  the  crown  to  call  them  firequently. 
I  must  confess,  a  caution  of  this  kind  is  no 
longer  necessary,  nor  can  it  ever  be,  io 
long  as  we  preserve  to  ourselves  the  power 
of  granting  money ;  the  crown  revenues 
being  sunk,  or  wantonly  granted  away, 
the  annual  call  for  a  Supply  must  neces- 
sarily produce  an  annual  meeting  of  par- 
liament. But  give  me  leave  to  observe, 
the  grievance  now  complained  of  is  of  a 
very  difSsrent  nature :  It  is  not  founded 
on  disccmtinuance  of  parliaments ;  but  on 
a  too  long  and  dangerous  continuance  of 
one  and  the  same  parliament :  a  practice 
Onheard  of  in  former  times,  when  proro- 

E'ons  were  not  known :  for  when  a  par- 
lent  was  annually  called  for  the  reCuress 
of  grievances,  as  soon  as  the  business  of 
the  session  was  over,  it  was  dissolved,  and 
a  new  one  called  the  next  year  for  the 
ifune   purpose ;   by   which    means   t^e 


country  had  a  proper  check  upon  their  re- 
presentatives, and  those  who  had  appeared 
to-be  too  much  under  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;  those  who  were  too  much  attached 
to  the  minister,  had  less  opportunity  <Kf  in- 
juring their  country;  the  people  had  it 
more  frequently  in  their  power  to  ^w  a 
proper  resentment,  and  remedy  the  evil 
by  sending  others  Uie  next  year  in  thoiv^ 
places. 

This  matter  seems  fully  explained  by 
16  Car.  2,  which  does  not  omy  prevent 
discontinuance  of  parliaments,  but  wisely 
provides  against  the  too  long  continuance 
of  one  andthe  same  parliament, by  enacting 
it  into  a  law.  That  a  new  parliament  shau 
be  called  once  in  three  years,  or  ofiener  if 
there  be  occasion.  The  Bill  of  Rights  in 
the  second  session  of  William  and  Mary^ 
among  many  other  privileges  which  we  now 
enjoy,  enacts.  That  for  rediress  of  ffriev* 
ances,  amending,  strengthening  and  pre- 
serving laws,  parliaments  ou^ht  to  be  fre- 
quentfy  held  ;*  and  the  six£  of  the  sam* 
reign,  exnlains  the  true  meaning  of  the 
clause,  when  it  declares.  That  frequent  and 
new  parliaments  tend  very  mucn  to  tb# 
happy  union  and  good  agreement  between 
the  kifig  and  the  people ;  it  confirms  the 
16  Car.  2,  that  parliaments  shall  be  held 
once  in  three  years  at  least,  and  adds,  Iliac 
no  parliament  shall  continue  more  tnan 
three  years  at  farthest.  Between  that  and 
the*  first  of  the  late  king,  several  parlia- 
ments were  held,  and  none  continued 
longer  than  three  years ;  some  held  for  one 
session ;  which  seems  to  be  the  original 
constitution,  and  best  calculated  for  the 
good  of  the  nation.  That  year  the  Sep- 
tennial Bill  past,  the  repeal  of  which  I  am 
going  to  move,  butl)eheve  it  more  agree- 
u>le  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  that  the  Act 
itself  should  be  first  read.  [Here  the 
clerk  read  the  Act.]  The  preamble  to  the 
Bill,  which  is  the  foundation  of  it,  will,  I 
think,  admit  a  very  easy  answer ;  as  to  the 
first  point,  that  triennial  parliaments  have 
proved  more  grievous,  burthensome,  and 
expensive,  than  they  were  ever  known  be- 
fore that  law  past,  I  readily  agree :  but  let 
us  consider  the  cause ;  the  lengthening  the 
term  occasioned  the  expence.  I  fear  I 
might  add,  the  multiplicity  of  places  en- 
loyed  by  the  members  of  this  House,  may 
be  too  justly  alledged  another  cause.  But 
I  would  willingly  confine  myself  to  the 
particular  point,  how  far  the  term  or  dura- 
tion of  parliaments  might  encrease  or  lessesi 
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tile  cxpence  i  Misht  add  to  or  dimmish 
the  grievance  complained  of?  And  I  wiO 
consider  it  only  in  this  light,  by  submitting 
it  to  every  eentleman  that  hears  me,  Whe- 
ther he  womd  not  give  more  for  an  annuity 
of  three  years  than  for  a  grant  determina- 
ble at  the  end  of  one  i  And  by  the  same 
parity  of  reasoning,  Whether  septennipl 
parHaments  must  not  prove  more  grievous, 
Dorthensome  and  expensive  than  triennial, 
at  least  in  such  a  degree  as  an  annuity  for 
seven  years  deserves  a  better  consideration 
than  one  for  three. 

But  supposing  I  should  be  out  in  this 

oint,  which  I  can  never  give  Up  without 

lie  conviction;  this  argument  in  the 
jmamble  is,  I  hope,  entirely  at  an  end. 
The  act  against  Bribery  and  Corruption, 
wtdch  must 'ever  redound  to  the  honour  of 
this  parliament,  will  necessarily  remedy 
this  evih:  that  glorious  act  will  prevent 
corruption  in  the  electors.  Nothing  but 
frequent  new  parliaments  can  remedy  it  in 
Ihe  elected. 

The  other  reason  upon  which  that  act 
was  founded,  namely,  a  suspicion  that 
designs  were  carrying  on  to  renew  the  Re- 
tiellion.  and  an  invasion  from  abroad,  was 
ia  my  flumble  opinion,  the  only  justifiable 
pretence  for  enacting  it  into  a  faw ;  and 
might  possibly  have  induced  some  gentle- 
men of  very  great  honour  and  integrity, 
to  give  their  votes  for  the  Bill  at  that  junc- 
ture, whose  assistance,  I  flatter  myself,  I 
diall  now  have  in  repealing  it :  for  those 
who  voted  for  it  from  tnat  view,  could  never 
intend  h  should  be  made  perpetual,  or  that 
it  should  continue  longer  than  that  misfor- 
time  subsisted. 

I  must  bee  pardon  of  yon.  Sir,  and  of 
ihe.  House,  for  the  trouble  I  have  given 
y  00.  The  nature  of  the  motion  I  am  going 
.  to  make  you,  has  unavoidably  drawn  me 
into  a  length  as  disagreeable  to  mjrself,  as 
it  must  have  been  to  those  that  hear  me. 
Nund)ariess  arguments  will  occur  to  every 
gentleman  in  &veur  of  it ;  I  will  therefore 
conclude  witii  tiiis  motion,  viz. 

**  TTiat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
(br  repieahng  the  Septennial  Act,  and  for 
the  more  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of 
Parliaments.'' 

In  this.  Sir,  I  hope  I  shall  be  justified, 
as  it  cannot  proceed  from  any  indirect  or 
private  views ;  but  from  a  real  conviction, 
that  the  happiness  and  safety  of  this  nation 
depenite  upon  it ;  in  which  I  am  supported 
by  the  common  voice  of  the  people,  and 
have  it  particularly  recommended'  to  'me 
by  a  great  majority  of  tiiose  I  have  the 


hdnonr  to  represent  in  Pariiament,  as  well 
as  from  my  neighbours  of  the  city  of  Co- 
ventry, for  whose  recommendation  I  shall 
alwc^  have  a  due  regard,  though  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  represent  them. 
Mr.  Bromley  was  seconded  by 

Sir  John  St.  Aub^^  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  T^e  honourable  gentle* 
man,  who  made  you  this  motion,  has  siip« 
ported  the  necessity  of  it  by  so  many 
strong  and  forcible  arguments,  that  there 
is  hardly  any  thing  new  to  be  offered.  Z 
am  very  sensible  therefore  of  the  disadvan- 
tages I  must  lie  under,  in  attempting  to 
speak  after  him;  and  I  should  content 
myself  with  barefy  seconding  him,  if  the 
subject  matter  ofthis  debate  was  not  of  so 
great  importance,  thi^t  I  should  be  ashamed 
to  return  to  my  electors,  without  endea- 
vouring, in  the  best  manner  I  am  able,  to 
declare  publicly  the  reasons,  which  inducecf 
me  to  give  my  most  ready  assent  to  this 
question. 

.  It  is  evident  firOm  what  has  been  said, 
that  the  people  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  frequent  new  parliaments  by  an- 
cient usage;  and  that  this  usage  has  been 
confirmed  by  severallaws,  whi<£  have  been 
progressively  made  by  our  ancestors,  as" 
ofieA  as  they  found  it  necessary  to  insist 
on  this  essential  privilege. 

Parliaments  were  generally  annual,  but 
never  continued  longer  than  three  years^ 
'till  the  remarkable  reign  of  Henry  8th« 
He  was  a  prince  of  unruly  appetites,  and 
of  an  arbitrary  will :  he  was  nnpadent  of 
every  restraint;  the  laws  of  Goa  and  man 
fbll  equally  a  sacrifice  as  they  stood  in  the 
way  of  ms  avarice,  or  disappointed  hn 
ambition;  he  therefore  introduced  long- 
Parliaments,  because  he  very  well  knew 
that  they  would  become  the  proper  instru- 
ments of  both ;  and  what  a  slavish  obe- 
dience they  paid  to  all  his  measures  is  suf- 
ficiently known. 

If  we  come  to  the  reign  of  king  Charley 
I,  we  must  acknowledge  him  to  be  a  prince 
of  a  contrary  temper ;  he  had  certainly^ 
an  innate  love  for  religion  and  virtue,  andf 
of  consequence  for  the  liberty  of  his  coun-" 
tiy.  But  here  lay  the  mi8n>rtune.  He 
was  led  from  his  natural  disposition  by 
sycophants  and  flatterers;  they  advised 
him  to  neglect  the  calling  of  frequent  par- 
liaments, and  therefore,  by  not  taking* 
th&  constant  sense  of  his  people  in  what  he 
did,  he  was  worked  up  into  so  high  a  notion 
of  prerogative,  that  the  Commons,  inf 
order  to  restrain  it^  obtained  that  indepen^ 
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dent  &tal  power,  which  at  last  unhappily 
brought  him  to  his  most  tragical  end,  and 
at  the  same  time  subverted  ^e  whole  con- 
stitution. And  I  hope  we  shall  learn  this 
lesson  from  it,  never  to  compliment  the 
crown  with  any  new  or  extravagant 
powers,  nor  to  deny  the  people  those  rights 
which  by  ancient  usa^e  they  are  intitled 
to;  but  to  preserve  Siat  just  and  equal 
balance,  from  which  they  will  derive  mu- 
tual security  ;  and  which,  if  duly  observed, 
will  render  our  constitution  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  the  world. 

King  Charles  2.  naturally  took  a  surfeit 
<^  Parliaments  in  his  father's 'time,  and 
was  therefore  extremely  desirous  to  lay 
them  aside :  but  this  was  a  scheme  imprac- 
ticable. However,  in  effect  he  did  so: 
for  he  obtained  a  Parliament,  which  by  its 
long  duration,  like  an  Army  of  Veterans, 
became  so  exactly  dLsciplifjied  to  his  own 
measures,  that  they  knew  no  other  com- 
mand but  from  that  person  who  gave  them 
their  pay. 

This  was  a  safe  and  most  mgenious  way 
of  enslaving  a  nation.  It  was  very  well 
known,  that  arbitrary  power,  if  it  was  open 
and  avowed,  would  never  prevail  here. 
Thepeople  were  therefore  amused  with  the 
specious  form  of  their  andent  constitution : 
tt  existed  indeed,  in  their  fancy;  but, 
like  a  mere  phantom,  had  no  substance  or 
reali^  in  it ;  for  the  power,  the  authority, 
the  dignity  of  parliaments  were  wholly  lost. 
This  was  that  remarkable  parlimnent,  which 
so  justly  obtained  the  opprobrious  name  of 
**  iTie  Pensioner  Parliament,"  and  was 
the  model  from  whichj  I  believe,  some 
later  parliaments  have  been  exactly  co- 
pied. 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the  peo- 
ple made  a  fresh  claim  of  their  ancient 
privOeges  ;  and  as  they  had  so  lately  ex- 
perienced the  misfortune  of  long  and  ser- 
vile parliaments,1t  was  then  declared.  That 
they  should  be  held  frequently.  But  it 
seems  their  full  meaning  was  not  under- 
stood by  this  declaration ;  and  therefore, 
as  in  every  new  Settlement,  the  intention 
of  all  parties  should  be  specificaUy  mani- 
fested, the  parliament  never  ceased  strug- 
gling vrith  the  crown  until  the  Triennial 
Law  was  obtained  :  the  preamble  of  it, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  re- 
cited, is  extremely  full  and  strong  ;  and 
in  the  body  of  the  bill  you  will  find  the 
,word  *  Declared*  before  *  £nacted,'  by 
which  I  apprehend,  that  though  this  law 
did  not  immediately  take  placp  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  it  was  ceriainly  intend- 
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ed  as  declaratory  of  the  first  meaning ; 
and  therefore  stands  as  part  of  that  origi- 
nal contract,  under  which  the  constitution 
was  then  settled.  His  Majesty's  title  to 
the  crown  is  primarily  derived  from  that 
contract:  and  if,  upon  a  review,  there 
shall  appear  to  be  any  deviations  from  it, 
we  ought  to  treat  them  as  so  many  injuries 
done  to  that  title.  And  I  dare  say,  that 
this  House,  which  has  gone  through  so 
long  a  series  of  services  to  his  Majesty,  will 
at  last  be  willing  to  revert  to  those  original 
stated  measures  of  government,  to  renew 
and  strengthen  that  title.    ' 

But  I  Uiink  the  manner  in  which  ih& 
Septennial  Law  was  first  introduced  is 
a  very  strong  reason  why  it  should  be  re- 
pealed. People  in  their  fears  have  very 
often  recourse  to  desperate  expedients, 
which  if  not  cancelled  in  season,  will  them- 
selves prove  fatal  to  that  constitution  which 
they  were  meant  to  secure.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  the  Septennial  Law  :  it  was 
intended  only  as  a  preservative  against 
a  temporary  inconveniency,  the  inconve- 
niency  is  removed,  but  the  mischievous  ef- 
fects still  continue ;  for  it  not  only  altered 
the  constitution  of  parliaments  ;  but  it  ex- 
tended that  same  parliament  beyond  its 
natural  duration  ;  and  therefore  carries 
this  most  unjust  implication  with  it,  That 
you  may  at  any  time  usurp  the  most  indu- 
bitable, the  most  essential  privilege  of  the 
people,  I  mean  that  of  chusing  their  own 
representative.  A  precedent  of  such  a 
dangerous  conseouence,  of  so  &tal  a  ten- 
dency, that  I  thmK  it  woyld  be  a  reproach 
to  our  Statute-book  if  that  law  was  any 
longer  to  subsist,  which  might  record  it  to 
posterity. 

This  is  a  season  of  virtue  and  public 
spirit.  Let  us  take  advantage  of  it,  to 
repeal  those  laws  which  infringe  on  our 
liberties,  and  introduce  su(£  as  may 
restore  the  vigour  of  our  ancient  constitu- 
tion. Human  nature  is  so  very  corrupt, 
that  all  obligations  lose  their  for^,  unless 
they  are  frequently  renewedi  Long  par- 
liaments become  therefore  independent  of 
the  people ;  and  when  they  do  so,  there 
always  nappens  a  most  dangerous  de- 
pendence elsewhere. 

It  has  of  late  been  denied,  that  the 
people  have  a  right  of  remonstrating  to 
us.  It  has  been  cal^  an  unjustihable 
controul  upon  the  freedom  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. JBut  then,  let  them  have  more 
frequent  opportunities  of  varying  the 
'  dioice  of  tneir  representatives,  that  the}^ 
may  dismiss    such    who    have    unfaith* 
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fully  withdrawn  their  attention  from 
them. 

The  influencing  powers  of  the  crown 
♦re  daily  increasing,  and  it  is  highly  requi* 
•ite  that  parliaments  should  be  frequently 
responsible  to  their  constituents;  that  they 
should  be  kepjt  imder  the  constant  awe  of 
acting  contrary  to  their  interests.  Modem 
history,  I  believe,  will  infcHin  us,  that 
tome  very  dangerous  attempts  upon  our 
liberties  have  been  disappointed.  Not  so 
much  from  the  virtue  of  many  in  this 
House,  as  from  the  apprehensions  they 
may  have  had  of  an  approaching  election. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  provisron  against 
iucli  whose  places  vacate  their  seats  here ; 
but  this  is  no  guard  against  Secret 
Pensioners  and  Placeholders.  Give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  the  laws,  with  respect  to' 
them  are  very  insufScient;  and  as  we 
were  not  allowed  to  make  them  efFectual, 
the  people  have  no  other  ren\cdy  but  a 
new  election. 

I  thin^  that  long  parliaments  are  a  great 
hardship  upon  those,  who  may  be  excluded 
out  of  tills  House,  and  ought  reasonably  to 
take  their  turn :  but  seven  years  is  the  pur- 
chase of  a  man's  life.  It  is  equally  hard 
upon  such,  whose  private  fortunes  will  not 
admit  them  to  engage  in  so  long  and  pain- 
ful a  service.  It  must  be  so  tp  those  who 
mean  no  view  nor  advantage  by  it. 

I  think  too,  that  nothing  can  be  of 
greater  use  to  his  Majesty  man  frequent 
new  parliaments ;  that  he  may  oflen  take 
the  fresh  sense  of*  the  nation,  and  not  be 
partially  advised :  for  liis  measures  will 
always  have  a  greater  weight  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  more  generally  he  refers 
himself  to  die  opinion  of  his  people. 

A  &rther  mischief  of  long  parliaments 
k  that  a  minister  has  time  and  opportu- 
nities of  getting  acquaintance  with  mem- 
bers, of  practising  his  several  artr  to  win 
them  into  his  schemes.  But  this  must  be 
the  work  of  time.  Corruption  is  of  so  base 
a  naturefthat  at  first  sight  it  is  extremely 
chocking.  Hardly  any  one  has  submitted 
to  it  all  at  once.  His  disposition  mu£t  be 
previously  understood,  the  particular  bait 
must  be  found  out,  with  which  he  is  to  be 
allured,  and  after  all,  it  is  not  without 
many  struggles  that  he  surrenders  his  vir- 
tue. Indeed,  there  are  some  who  will  at 
once  plunge  themselves  over  head  and  ears 
into  any  base  action,  but  the  generality  of 
mankind  are  of  a  more  cautious  nature, 
and  will  proceed  only  by  leisure  degrees. 
One  or  two  perhaps  have  deserted  tlieir 
colours  the  hrst  campaign,  some  have  done 


it  a  second.  But  a  ^eat  many,  who  hava 
not  that  eager  disposition  to  vice,  will  wait 
till  a  third. 

For  this  reason,  short  parliaments  have 
been  less  corrupt  than  long  ones;  they 
are  observed,  like  streams  of  water,  always 
to  grow  more  impure,  the  greater  distance 
they  run  firom  the  foimtain-head. 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  said,  that  frequent 
new  parliaments  wiU  produce  frequent  new 
expences,  but  I  think  quite  contrary :  I 
am  really  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  a 
proper  remedy  against  the  evil  of  Bribery 
at  elections,  especially  as  you  have  pro- 
vided so  wholesome  a  law  to  co-operate 
upon  these  occasions. 

As  to  Bribery  at  elections,  whence  did 
it  arise?  Not  from  country-gentlemen, 
for  they  are  sure  of  being  chose  without 
it ;  it  was  the  invention  of  wicked  and  cor- 
rupt ministers,  who  have  from  time  to  time 
lea  weak  princes  into  such  destructive 
measures,  that  they  did  not  dare  to  rely 
upon  the  natural  representation  of  the 
people.  Long  parliaments  first  introduced 
bribery,  because  they  were  worth  pur- 
chasing at  any  rate;  country-eentlemeny 
who  have  only  their  private  mrtunes  to 
rely  upon,  and  have  no  mercenary  ends  to 
serve,  are  unable  to  oppose  it,  especially 
if  at  any  time  the  public  treasure  shall  be 
unfaithfully  squandered  away  to  corrupt 
their  boroughs.  Country  gentlemen,  in- 
deed, may  mak^  some  weak  efforts,  but  as 
they  generally  prove  unsuccessful,  and  the 
time  of  a  fresh  struggle  is  at  so  great  a 
distance,  they  at  last  grow  &int  in  we  dis- 
pute, ^ive  up  their  country  for  lost,  and 
retire  m  despair.  Despair  naturally  pro- 
duces indolence^  and  that  is  the  proper 
disposition  for  slaveiy.  Ministers  of  State 
unaerstand  this  very  well,  and  are  there- 
fore unwilling  to  awaken  the  nation  out  of 
its  lethargy  by  frequent  elections.  They 
know  that  tfie  spirit  of  liberty,  like  every 
other  virtue  of  the  mind,  is  to  be  kept  alive 
only  by  constant  action,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  enslave  this  nation,  whilst  it  is  per- 
petually upon  its  guard.  Let  country 
gentlemen  then,  by  having  frequent  op- 
portunities of  exerting  themselves,  be  kept 
warm  and  active  in  their  contention  for 
the  public  good :  This  will  raise  that  zeal 
and  indignation  which  will  at  last  'get  the 
better  of  those  undue  influences,  by  which 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  though  unknown 
to  the  several  boroughs,  have  been  able  to 
supplant  country-gentlemen  of  great  cha- 
racters and  fortune,  who  live  in  their 
neighbourhood.    I  do  not  say  this  upon 
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idle  specuUition  only.  I  live  in  a  country 
where  it  if  too  well  known,  and  I  will  ap- 
peal to  many  gentlemen  in  the  House,  to 
more  out  of  it  (and  who  are  so  for  this 
very  reason)  for  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 
It  is  a  sore  which  has  been  long  eating 
mto  the  most  vital  part  of  our  constitution, 
and  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  you 
will  probe  It  to  the  bottom.  For  if  a 
minister  should  ever  gain  a  corrupt  fami- 
liarity with  our  boroughs,  if  he  should 
keep  a  register  of  them  in  his  closet,  and, 
by  sending  down  his  treasury-mandates, 
should  procure  a  spurious  representative 
of  the  people,  the  ofepring  or  his  corrup- 
tion, who  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  re- 
concile and  justify  the  most  contradictory 
measures  of  his  admmistration,  and  even 
to  vote  every  crude  indigested  dream  of 
their  patron  into  a  law ;  if  me  maintenance 
of  hisjpower  should  become  the  sole  object 
of  their  attention,  and  they  should  be  guilty 
of  the  most  violent  breach  of  parliamen- 
tary trust,  by  giving  the  king  a  discre- 
tionary liberty  of  taxing  the  people  with- 
attt  limitation  or  controul ;  tlie  last  fatal 
compliment  they  can  pay  to  the  crown : 
if  this  should  ever  be  the  unhappy  circum- 
stance of  this  nation,  the  people  indeed 
may  complain ;  but  the  doors  oi  that  place 
where  their  complaints  should  be  heard, 
will  for  ever  be  shut  against  them. 

The  power  of  the  crown  is  very  justly 
apprehended  to  be  growing  to  a  monstrous, 
I  snould  have  said,  too  great  a  size,  and 
several  methods  have  been  unsuccessfully 
proposed  for  restraining  it  within  its  pro- 
per boimds. 

But  our  disease,  I  fear,  is  of  a  cdmpli- 
'  cated  nature,  and  I  think  that  this  motion 
is  wisely  intended  to  remove  the  first  and 
principal  disorder.  Crive  the  people  their 
antient  right  of  frequent  new  elections  ; 
that  will  restore  the  decayed  authority  of 

CU'liaments  and  will  put  our  constitution 
to  a  natural  condition  of  working  out 
her  own  cure. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  I 
cannot  express  a  greater  zeal  for  his  Ma- 
iesty,  for  tne  liberties  of  the  people,  or  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  than  by 
^ecQndinff  the  motion  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made  you. 

Mr.  Condtdt^foke  fiext: 

Sir ;  As  I  happen  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoke  in  &vour  of  thia  motion,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  follow  them  in  every  thing 
ahtj  have  said,  and  give  my  reasons  for 


not  thinking  the  arguments  they  have  made 
use  of  any  way  conclusive,  lliey  have 
talked  a  great  deal  of  our  antient  consti- 
tution, and  seem,  I  think,  mighty  desirous 
of  reverting:  to  it ;  but  if  gentlemen  will 
consider  tlie  disadvantages  as  well  as  the 
advantages  which  attended  every  part  of 
our  old  constitution,  I  believe  they  will 
not  be  so  very  fond  of  returning  to  it.  I 
shall  agree  that  there  were  such  old  sta- 
tutes as  have  been  mentioned,  relating  to 
the  frequent  holding  of  Parliamejils ;  but 
that  gentlemen  may  recollect  a  little  the 
nature  of  those  Parliaments,  and  the  ijights 
and  prerogatives  which  the  crown  at  that 
time  enjoyed,  or  at  least  pretended  to,  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  read  some  extracts  which 
I  have  taken  from  one  of  our  most  judi- 
cious writers  about  parliamentary  afiairs ; 
I  mean  the  famous  Mr.  Prynne,  [here  he 
read  some  extracts  from  his  Writings, 
shewing  the  many  powers  and  preroga- 
tives which  our  kings  of  old  pretended  to.] 
Thus  we  may  see  that  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land had'  antiently  such  prerogatives  as 
would  be  very  inconsistent  with  those  pri- 
vileges whicn  the  people  of  this  nation 
how  enjoy.  Tliis  was  our  old  constitution, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  if  it  be  to 
this  fornf  of  government  that  gentleman 
would  have  us  to  return. 

The  honourable  gentleman  mentioned 
next  the  heavy  complaints  that  were 
made  against  king  Charles  the  first,  and 
his  son  king  James  the  second,  and  the 
great  misfortunes  which  both  these  princes 
fell  into  by  not  giving  ear  to  those  com- 
plaints; but  I  must  take  notice,  that  there 
never  was  a  complaint  agmnst  either  of 
them  for  continuing  the  same  Parliament 
too  long ;  all  the  complaints  against  both 
were,  for  not  calling  or  holding  any  Par- 
liament for  several  years  together ;  and 
this  it  was  that  brought  all  their  misfor- 
tunes upon  them.  And  aa  to  the  long 
Parliament  in  king  Charles  the  second's 
reign,  it  is  certain  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  more  of  reason  to  complain  against 
their  conduct  during  the  nrst  years  of 
their  sitting,  than  there  was  towards  the 
latter  end;  so  tjiat  no  part  of  the  history  of 
either  of  these  three  reigns  can  afford  so 
much  as  a  plausible  argument  in  favour  of 
the  motion  now  made  to  us. 

It  has  been  alledged,  that  the  crown  must 
always  necessarily  have  a  much  greater 
influence  upon  Septennial  Parliaments, 
than  it  can  ever  have  upon  those  which 
are  chosen  and  continued  only  for  three 
years:  but  it  is  my  opinion,  if  ever  the 
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crown  should  attempt,  if  ever  any  ministry 
should  be  wicked  enough  to  endeavour  to 
gain  a  corrupt  influence  over  the  Parlia- 
ment, it  will  be  as  easy  to  gain  it  over  the 
one  sort  of  Parliament  as  over  the  other. 
For  if  ever  the  members  chosen  and  re- 
turned, or  the  majority  of  them,  should 
be  such  as  will  stoop  to  corruption,  the  in- 
fection may  be  easily  spread,  the  alluring 
baits  may  be  thrown  out  in  seven  days  as 
well  as  in  seven  years  ;  nor  do  I  think  it 
such  a  difficulty  or  tedious  affidr  to  find 
out  who  may  be  the  persons  proper  to  be 
wrought  on ;  that  is  a  knowledge  that  • 
may  be  easily  acquired  afler  the  elections 
are  over,  and  before  it  may  be  necessary 
for  the  Parliament  to  meet.  Nay,  if  ever 
such  a  thing  should  happen  (which  I  hope 
never  will)  I  am  convinced  it  would  be 
much  more  easy  for  such  a  ministry  to 
manage  a  Triennial  Parliament,  than  it 
will  ever  be  to  manage  a  Septennial :  for 
it  is  well  known  how  strongly  men  may  be 
wrought  on  by  hopes  and  promises  ;  and 
it  is  certain,  tliat  by  such  hopes  and  pro- 
mises, some  might  be  kept  firmly  attached 
to  a  court  and  ministry  for  two  or  three* 
yearSy  who  could  not  oe  kept  so  for  four 
or  five.  Therefore  I  must  conclude,  as 
hopes  and  promises  are  mofe  easily  given 
than  pensions  or  bribes,  it  would  be  more 
easy  for  the  ministers  to  keep  a  Triennial 
Parliament  depending  upon  them,  than  to 
keep  a  Septennial  in  any  sort  of  depen- 
dence. And  as  to  past  times,  we  by  ex- 
perience find,  that  the  court  has  never 
gained  much  by  long  Parliaments  ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  have  always  found  that  the 
party  against  the  court  has  gradually  in- 
creased in  nuipber  by  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  Parliament ;  insomuch  that 
from  a  small  minority  in  the  beginning, 
they  have  often  come  up  to  very  near  an 
equality,  sometimes  to  a  majority  before 
the  end  ;  so  that  if  we  reason  either  from 
the  nature  of  mankind  or  from  experience, 
we  must  conclude,  that  the  liberties  of  the 
people  are  better  secured  by  Septennial, 
than  they  can  ever  be  by  Triennial  Par- 
liaments. 

The  present  power  of  the  crown  has 
been  set  in  the  most  hideous  light,  and 
the  number  of  places  now  at  the  disposal 
of  the  crown,  has  been  represented  as  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence  to  the  in- 
dependency of  parliament.  But  in  this  I 
must  think  that  gentlemen  are  likewise 
very  much  mistaken  :  I  must  even  think, 
that  the  disposal  of  those  posts  and  places 
which  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  our 
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government,  rather  weakens  the  influence 
and  interest  of  the  crown,  both  in  the  Par- 
liament and  ill  the  country  ;  becafuse  it  is 
certain,  that  there  is  never  any  post  or 
place  to  be  disposed  of,  for  whicn  there 
are  not  three  or  four  candidates  at  least ; 
the  crown  can  give  it  but  to  one,  and  by 
giving  it  to  any  one  of  the  four,  die  other 
three  are  disappointed  and  disobliged,  by 
which  the  crown  very  probably  raises  up 
three  enemies,  for  the  sake  of  securing  one 
friend,  upon  whom  no  very  ^eat  depen- 
dance  can  perhaps  be  had  :  for  if  it  be  a 
place  for  hfe,  the  person  who  got  it  be- 
comes then  independent  upon  the  crown^ 
and  may  soon  pome  to  be  disobliged,  by 
being  refiised  some  second  favour.  This 
every  man  who  hears  me,  must  by  his  owa 
experience  be  convinced  of;  and  therefore 
though  it  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
executive  part  of  our  government  which 
is  lodged  in  the  crown,  to  have  the  disposal 
of  those  posts  and  places,  yet  it  cannot 
from  thence  be  inferred,  that  the  power  of 
the  crown  is  thereby  greatly  increased. 

The  honourable  gentlemen  seemed  to 
insinuate,  that  the  principal  motive  for 
passing  the  Septennial  Bill  now  no  longer 
subsisted;  but  in  this  also  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  them.  It  is  true,  one 
of  the  motives  for  passing  that  Bill  was^ 
the  great  ferment  which,  the  nation  was 
then  in  ;  but  this  was  not  the  principal 
motivef  and  if  it  had  been  so,  that  motive 
i^  very  far  from  ceasing  to  subsist :  does 
not  every  gentleman  know  what  a  spirit 
of  discontent,  nay  I  may  say  of  disaffection, 
was  artfully  raised  over  the  whole  nation 
but  last  year?  And  can  any  gentleman 
say  that  that  spirit  is  totally  subsided  > 
Or  can  any  gentlemen  beUeve  that  there 
was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  spirit  of  Jaco- 
bitism  at  the  bottom  of  those  discontents, 
which  were  then  without  any  ground,  en- 
deavoured to  be  raised  ?  I  am  persuaded, 
that  the  ferment  the  nation  is  now  in,  and 
the  ferment  it  was  m  when  the  Septennial 
Bill  was  passed  into  a  law,  proceea  origi- 
nally from  the  same  cause,  therefore  I 
must  take  the  motive  for  continuing  it,  to 
be  now  much  the 'same  with  that  which 
was  then  for  enacting  it ;  and  as  the  mo- 
tive is  now  the  same,  I  hope  it  will  prevail 
with  this  House  not  to  repeal  a  law  frcmi 
which  the  nation  has  received  so  great 
benefit. 

Sir  Thomas  Ao^'ntc^  spoke  as  fellows : 

Sir ;  I  cannot  content  myself  with 
barely  giving  a  negative  to  this  proposi* 
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tioo,  but  mui^  b^  your  indulgence  in 
oflbring  a  few  reasons  which  wUl  induce 
roe  to  be  against  it,  and  to  make  two  or 
three  observations  upon  what  has  fallen 
from  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
iptroduced  and  spoke  in  favour  of  it.    In 
my  opinion,  we  should  fix  the  duration  of 
parliament  to  a  shorter  or  a  longer  period, 
according  as  it  will  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,  and  support  and  strengthen  our 
present  constitution ;  and  when  that  is  once 
fixed,  the  consideration  whether  the  thing 
be  popular,  or  unpopular,  or  whether  it 
may  he  consonant  to  the  practice  of  our 
ancestors,  ought  not  to  innuence  any  gen- 
tleman in  giving  his  vote.    It  has  been  said 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
&8t,  that  the  renewing  of  the  Triennial 
Bill  will  lessen  the  expences  at  elections. 
I  think  nothing  is  more  demonstrable,  than 
that  frequent  elections  will  alwilys  occca- 
sion  frequent  expences,  and  other  irregu- 
larities, too  notonous  not  to  lie  within  the 
compass  of  every  man's  observation  ;  and 
that  men's  minds,  which  never  failed  to  be 
in^amed  in  a  contest  between  two  parties, 
will  always  preserve  those  heats  in  view  of 
a  quick  return  of  electing :  that  these  and 
many  other  inconveniences  can  be  &irly 
charged  on  Triennial  Elections,  is  indis- 
putably true ;    and  if  Septennial  Paiiia- 
ments  do  not  entirely  remove  these  evils, 
at   least   they   mitigate   their  influence. 
Gentlemen  have  urged  that  expences  at 
elections  are  voluntary ;  this  is  indeed  in 
some  measure  true,  but  by  this  alteration 
of  the  law,  the  temptation  will  never  be  at 
a  great  distance ;  tne  opportunity  for  cor- 
ruption, idleness  and    debauchery,  will 
h^pen  once  in  three  years,  instead  of 
onc^  in  seven ;  fo>  I  am  afraid  the  law  we 
have  lately  made,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  th^  motion  has  taken 
notice  of,  cannot  yet  have  produced  the 
sood  efiect  we   expected  from  it.     Re- 
formation of  any  kind  cannot  be  brought 
about  on  a  sudden,  especially  in  things  of 
this  nature,  where  the  lower  class  of  the 
people  are  parties  concerned.    Sir,  the 
law  for  Triennial  Parliaments  continued  in 
force  for  22  years.    In  that  time  many  in- 
conveniences were  found  from  it ;  it  was 
likewise  found  that  in  many  respect^  it 
did  not  answer  the  end  for  whicn  it  was 
made.    I  think  it  lies  upon  those  gentle- 
men who  are  advocates  for  this  proposition, 
and  which  ought  to  be  the  founoation  of 
their  arguments  in  suppcHt  of  it,  to  shew 
V0  wKat  the  evils  are  which  are  attendent 
upaa  Septennial  Parliaments,  and  how 


they  would  be  removed  by  the  alteratioii 
proposed.    If  they  had  done  this,  if  any 
sucn  thing  could  be  done,  the  argument 
would  have  some  wei^t ;  but  to  me  thia 
appears  so  far  from  bemg  the  case,  that  on 
the  contrary,  how  many  good  laws  have 
passed  in  favour  of  the  sumect,  hew  little 
reason  have  the  pec^Ie  of  England  to  be 
displeased  with  the  actions  of  their  repre* 
sentatives  since  the   Septennial  Act  took 
place,    n^ich    is    eighteen    years  ago  i 
What  has  been  done  within  every  man'a 
memory,  cannot  be  liable  to  any  misrepre- 
sentation.     Histories  of   former  parlia- 
ments,  or  of  past   times,  may  be  par* 
tially    related,  but  our  own  experience 
cannot  deceive  us ;  and  I  appeal  to  those 
who    now  hear    me,  whether  we    have 
yet  had  any  reason  to  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  Septennial  Parliaments.    And 
besides  there  is  no  mischief  can  be  done 
the  subject  in  a  Septennial  Parliament, 
which  may  not  be  done  in  a  Triennial ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  short  duration  of 
a  Triennial  will  not  allow  sufficient  time  to  • 
the  completing  many  good  undertakings^ 
which  may  be  accomplished  by  a  Septen- 
nial.   Mischief  being  of  its  own  nature  of 
quick  growth  and  soon  brought  to  matu- 
rity ;  whereas  schemes  for  a  eeneral  good 
ripen    bv  slow   degrees,  and  require  a 
length  of  time  in  rearing  up  to  perfection. 
Gentlemen  have  brought  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  this  proposition  from  the  practice 
and  laws  of  our  forefathers,  and  deduce 
the  expediency  of  the  Triennial  Bill,  from 
the  original  formation  of  our  constitution. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  comprehend  what  is 
meant  by  our  old  congtitMtion,  and  there- 
fore when  gentlemen  make  use  of  the  ex- 
pression, our  old  constitution,  I  must  look 
upon  it  as  'aii  indefinite  term,  which  can 
admit  o£  no  direct  answer.    But  would 
they  fix  it  to  any  reign  or  number  of 
years,  I  could  undertake  to  shew,  that  in 
no  period  of  time  the^iyAall  fix  ony.since 
the  conquest,  we  ever  had  such  a  one  as 
we  should  be  now  willing  to  submit  to, 
and   rest  satisfied  with.    I  know  of  no 
settled  constitution  till  the   Revolution; 
it  is  from  that  happy  period  I  date  our 
having    any  at  all.      It  may  indeed  be 
agreeable  to  the  anUent  laws  of  the  realm^ 
that  there  should  be  frequent  parliaments, 
that  is,  that  parliamepts  should  be  fre- 
quently holden;    but  from  whence  will 
gentleitien  prove,  that  it  has  been  esta- 
blished as  a  fundamental  maxim  in  what  ii 
called  our   old  constitution,  that  there 
should  be  frequent  elections ;  sure  at  least 
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I  am,  if  the  nature  of  our  constitution  re- 
quire^  that  there  should  be  such,  the 
practice  of  our  ancestors  has  not  alwajrs 
corrresponded  with  it.  It  would  be  a 
tedious  task  to  shew  in  what  manner  par- 
Ibments  hare  been  called  and  holden,  and 
to  trace  out  all  the  variations  of  our  laws, 
tir  rather  practice,  in  this  respect,  since 
the  conquest,  200  years  after  which,  I  be- 
lieve, there  was  no  such  thing  in  being  as 
a  House  of  Commons ;  at  least,  if  there 
was  any  such  assembly,  they  met  but  very 
seldom.  But  gentlemen's  thoughts  wiU 
prevent  me  in  what  I  could  offer  upon  thb 
Bead,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  enter  into 
8  detaO  of  particulars  with  which  many 
others  may  be  much  better  acquainted : 
only  hi  general,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
from  the  earliest  records  of  time  to  the 
Revolution,  the  crown  made  use  of  their 
prerogative  so  far  with  regard  to  parlia- 
ments, that  the  people  never  knew  when 
there  would  be  a  new  election,  or  how 
Icmg  the  power  they  gave  their  representa- 
tives when  elected,  might  be  continued  to 
them.  If  we  look  back  into  our  history, 
we  shall  find  in  some  reigns,  parliaments 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  dissolved  by 
the  crown  before  they  were  suffered  to 
meet  at  all ;  in  other  reigns  a  very  long  in- 
termission of  parliaments,  'and  m  ouers 
again  a  parliament  perhaps  in  being,  but 
for  many  years  successively,  not  once  suf- 
fBrred  to  sit.  These,  Sir,  were  real  grie- 
vances: and  in  this  reforming  afe,  we 
seem  to  be  as  uneasy,  and  as  fond  of  taking 
precautions  against  imaginary  dangers,  as 
ever  our  ancestors  were  about  providing 
against  those  that  were  real. 

My  worthy  Iriend  and  contemporary 
at  the  University,  whoseconded the  motion, 
has  shewn  the  practice  of  several  of  our 
fimner  kings  in  this  particular,  and  indeed 
has  spoken  in  favour  of  the  motion,  with 
60  much  decency  and  weight,  that  it  re- 
quires one  much  better  skSled  than  I  am 
in  our  English  history  and  parliamentary 
proceedmgs,  to  do  the  same  justice  to  the 
other  side  of  the  question :  but  he  has 
quoted  two  reigns,  which  will,  in  my  opi- 
nion, both  turn  against  the  motion  he  has 
■o  handsomely  supported.  These,  Sir, 
are  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  1,  and  king 
Charles  ^,  but  before  I  take  notice  of 
them,  give  me  leave  to  mention  another 
rei^,  f  mean  that  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
which  both  the  worthy  gentlemen  have 
very  prudently  avoided  mentioning  upon 
tikis  occasion,  though  it  be  a  reign  that  is 
iiddmn  forgot  to  be  brought  upM  the 
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carpet,  when  a  comparison  is  to  be  made» 
in  order  to  depreciate  the  actions  and 
measures  of  the  present  times:  In  the 
long  reign  of  that  queen,  a  reign  which 
lasted  44  years,  there  were  in  afl  but  ten 
parliaments  chosen;  in  these  ten  parlia- 
ments there  were  but  IS  sessions,  and  ex-: 
ceptthe  last,  never  any  of  these  sessions 
continued  many  weeks  together.  Besides, 
Sir,  however  glorious  me  reign  of  that 
princess  may  be  in  other  respects ;  yet  it 
IS  certain,  that  in  many  instances  she  used 
her  parliaments  in  such  a  manner,  as  I 
hope  we  shall  never  see  parhaments  treated 
for  the  future. 

As  for  the  reign  of  kin^  Charles  the 
First,  I  little  expected.  Sir,  that  reign 
would  have  been  introduced  in  this  debate, 
especially  by  those  who  are  advocates  for 
this  question :  for  surely  that  reign  ought 
to  be  buried  in  oblivion,  by  those  who 
would  plead  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
and  arefor  lessening  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown;  because  in  no  preceding  reign  was 
the  last  ever  carried  higher,  or  the  other 
in  greater  danger  of  being  utterly  sub- 
verted and  destroyed.  Were  it  necessary 
for  the  point  I  am  contending  for,  I  would 
undertake  to  prove,  that  as  mn^  as  he  had 
any  power,  he  was  daily  attemptmg,  by  his 
prerogative,  to  have  made  parliaments  use- 
less: and  therefore  I  shall  easily  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he 
neglected  callingfrequent^iew  parliaments. 
But  give  me  leave  ferther  to  observe,  that 
during  that  king's  reign,  no  parliament  was 
called  there  was  not  so  much  as  one  in 
being;  no!  not  for  12  years  together; 
during  which  time,  history  does  not  give 
the  most  favourable  account  of  him,  with 
respect  to  his  several  attempts  upon  the 
liberties  of  his  subjects,  whicn  the  tionour* 
able  gentleman  has  put  a  very  handsome 
gloss  upon,  by  saying,  that  these  attempts 
were  made  by  advice  of  sycophants :  Who- 
ever the  auUiors  were.  Sir,  the  facts  are 
true;  and  the  consequences,  had  they  not 
been  prevented,  must  have  proved  fatal  to 
the  rights  of  the  people.  When  I  have 
said  this,  I  would  not  have  it  understood^ 
as  if  I  approved  of  the  steps  afterwards 
taken,  by  which  that  prince  was  brought 
to  his  tragical  and  untimely  end ;  but  as 
his  fate  ought  to  be  a  warmng  to  all  future 
princes,  not  to  make  any  incroachments 
upon  the  liberties  or  privileges  of  the  sub- 
ject, so  it  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all 
those  who  are  true  lovers  of  our  constitu- 
tion to  be  extremely  cautious  of  intra* 
dudngany  liew  regulations  or  unnecet* 
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sary  amendm^its*  And  this.  Sir,  I  take  to 
be  a  lesson  mudi  more  proper  for  the  pre- 
sent question,  than  that  which  my  honour- 
^le  friend  has  been  pleased  to  recommend 
to  us  from  the  fate  of  that  prince ;  «ince  the 
question  is  not  now  about  coDoplimeDting 
uie  crown  with  any  new  or  extiavagaut 
powers,  nor  about  denying  the  people 
those  rights,  which  they  are  entitled  to  Dy 
law.  I  was  surprised.  Sir,  to  hear  the 
Xion^  Parliament  of  king  Charles  2,  which 
contmued  17  years,  so  much  as  mentioned 
by  those  who  are  for  shortenbg  the  duia- 
tHMi  of  parliaments ;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
the  conduct  of  that  parliament,  if  itproves 
IHiy  thing,  shews,  that  the  long  duration  of 
a  pailiament  does  not  necessarily  make 
it  entirelysubservient  to  the  will  of  the 
prince.  Though  that  parliament  has  since 
been  treated  with  great  indignity,  though 
I  will  not  now  take  upon  me  to  determine 
whether  it  deserved  the  usage  it  has  met 
with  from  some  peoj^le;  yet  I  think  1  may 
aay,  that  a  majonty  of  the  members 
thereof,  eqiecially  towards  the  end  of  it, 
were  steady  in  the  support  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people ;  and  haid  not  they  made  a 
noble  stand  against  the  attempts  of  the 
crown  in  those  da3r8,  ^i^  should  not  now 
hare  been  debating  this  point.  Thus,  Sir, 
the  instance  ^f  this  parhament,  if  itproves 
any  thing,  I  say,  proves  that  the  parlia^ 
ment,  which  sat  the  longest  ever  any  did 
in  England,  could  not  be  influenced  by 
the  crown  to  come  into  measures  incon- 
sistent with  the  liberties  of  the  people: 
And  if  gentlemen  will  but  recollect  the 
annals  of  tliat  parhament  they  will  find, 
that  it  was  more  subservient  to  the  court, 
the  first,  second  and  third  years,  than  it 
was  the  sixth  or  seventh ;  and  it  was  less 
JO  the  eleventh  or  twelfth,  than  it  was  the 
ninth  or  tenth:  And  I  agree  with  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  that  the  further  it  re- 
moved firom  its  original,  the  better  title 
the  members  acquired  to  the  denomina- 
iion  of  veteran  troops,  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  compare  them  to  ;  but  this  title 
they  merited  for  a  reason  very  diflferent 
^om  what  he  tun  assigned ;  It  was  not  be- 
cause they  knew  no  other  command  but 
from  the  person  whp  gave  them  their  pay, 
but  it  was  because  they  became  every  day 
more  and  more  observant  of  their  duty, 
more  watchfi,il  over  the  liberties  of  their 
fiellow-sul^cts,  and  less  tractable  to  the 
measures  aS  the  court ;  insomuch  that  at 
laaty  by  tl^ir  persevering  in  an  honest  op- 
position to  those  measures,  they  forced 
their  own  diAM)lution.    And  this  always 


has  been,  and  always  must  be  the  case,  as 
to  all  bodies  of  the  same  men,  when  long 
kept  together,  and  attempted  to  be  se- 
duced by  bribery  and  corruption ;  for  few 
men  are  so  entirely  abandoned  to  shame, 
but  that  sooner  or  later  they  will  be  ao* 
tuated  by  the  love  of  virtue  and  pidi)lic 
good,  which  will  at  last  make  them  stub- 
bornly resist  the  profligate  court  against 
the  ioertiesof  their  country:  And  this 
was  certainly  the  case  as  to  that  parlia- 
ment, otheiwise  kkig  Charles  would  not 
have  so  easily  parted  with  a  parliament  he 
had  been  so  long  and  with  so  much  ex- 
pence  endeavouring  to  form  to  his  own 
arbitrary  views,  "nierefore,  Sir,  if  any 
argument  is  to  be  drawn  firom  this  long 
parliament,  it  may  certainly  be  made  use 
of  as  the  strongest  reason,  why  a  septen- 
nial parliament  should  be  preferred  to  • 
triennial. 

A^  a  &rther  proof.  Sir,  that  the  balance 
of  power  is  demonstrably  more  in  &vour 
of  the  people  in  a  parliament  that  hath  its 
duration  for  seven  years,  than  in  one  cho- 
sen every  third  year ;  and  that  the  crown 
will  always  have  less  influence  in  a  septen- 
nial than  a  triennial  parliament :  let  us 
but  recollect  what  has  happened  ever  since 
the  septennial  law  took  place.  As  the 
himourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  has 
already  obeyed,  does  not  experience 
shewus  that  every  session  will  increase  aa 
opposinjz  par^  ?  has  it  Hot  been  hitherto 
always  roimd,  that  the  party  against  the 
court  has  in  every  fifth  or  sixui  session 
been  more  in  number  than  it  was  the 
second  or  third  ?  and  as  no  step  has  been 
made  to  increase  either  the  prerogative  or 
power  of  the  crown  ever  since  septennial 
parliaments  have  had  a  being,  why  should 
we  go  about  to  make  an  alteration  in  that 
part  of  our  constitution,  from  which  we 
nave  never  yet  felt  the  least  inconvenience  ? 
might  not  therefore  a  desire  to  revert  back 
to  the  practice  of  our  ancestor^  in  this  par- 
ticular, be  compared  to  a  man  in  his  full 
growth  and  strength  desiring  to  return  back 
to  his  childhood !  It  has  indeed  been  insinu- 
ated by  both  the  hopourable  gentlemen, 
who  have  spoke  on  the  other  sid^  of  the 
question,  tnat  undue  influence  has  been 
attempted  in  elections ;  that  money  has 
been  sent  down  from  the  treasury  to  gain 
returns  from  borou^  in  the  country ;  by 
^hich  the  elections  have  been  rendered  so 
expensive  to  the  country  gentlemen,  that 
it  IS  with  great  difficulty  they  can,  from 
their  private  fortunes,  support  such  ex- 
pence,  or  withstand  such  mflu^ce :  and 
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this  is  indeed  the  principal  argument  I 
have  heard  made  use  of  in  support  of  this 
question.  Though  I  am  no  ways  privy  to» 
nor  do  I  believe  that  any  such  practices 
have  been  lately  attempted ;  yet  upon  this 
occasion.  Sir,  I  will  ror  argument's  sake 
luppose  it  to  be  true ;  I  will  suppose  that  the 
court  does  intermeddle  in  elections,  and 
"diat  sums  of  money  have  been  sent  into  the 
country  for  that  purpose;  but  how  Uiis 
comes  to  be  owing  to  septennial  parlia- 
ments, I  cannot  comprehend;  would  it  not 
be  as  much  in  the  power  of  the  court  to 
meddle  in  the  elections  for  a  triennial,  as 
in  those  for  a  septennial  parliament  ?  and 
if  a  country  gentleman  can  scarce  bear  up 
against  these  practices  when  he  has  six 
years  respite  to  recover  the  expences  and 
trouble  he  may  have  been  put  to  bv 
fuch  attempts  on  his  borough ;  for  God's 
Mke  how^will  it  stand  with  him  when  the 
battle  is  to  be  fou^pht  every  three  years  \ 
Surely  he  will  be  then  much  less  able  to 
bear  such  expences,  or  to  withstand  such 
^  iofluence;  and,  therefore,  if  the  court  ever 
has  endeavoured,  or  if  it  ever  should 
endeavour,  to  influence  elections  by  the 
force  of  money,  that  influence  would  be 
much  more  dangerous  in  triennial  than  in 
septennial  elections.  From  whence  I  must 
foe  of  opinion,  if  this  question  should  suc- 
ceed. It  might  in  time  more  efiectually 
establish  the  absolute  power  of  the  crown, 
and  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
than  any  other  method  that  could  be 
thought  of.  The  worthy  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  has  told  us,  that  an  an- 
nuity for  seven  years,  is  more  valuable 
than  an  annuity  for  three,  and  from  thence 
he  seemed  to  infer,  that  a  septennial  par- 
liament must  be  more  expensive  than  a 
triennial,  in  the  same  proportion  as  an 
annuity  for  seven  years  deserves  a  better 
consideration  than  an  annuity  for  three : 
bii^  he  does  not  consider  that  a  parliament 
for  seven  years  is  above  twice  the  dura- 
tion of  one  for  three ;  so  that  if  triennial 
parliaments  were  to  come  in  the  place 
of  septennial,  a  ipan  must  be  tbrice  cho- 
sen before  he  can  continue  so  long  in  this 
House,  as  he  would  do  were  he  to  be 
chosen  for  seven  years  at  once ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  expences  or  the  purchase 
(if  with  him  we  propose  such  purchases) 
of  three  or  even  of  two  elections  for  trien- 
nial parliaments,  will  always  amount  to 
more  than  the  expences  or  the  purchase  rf 
one  election  for  a  septenniaL 
•  If  then  the  expensiveness  of  elections 
be  one  of  the  evils  attendant  upon  septen- 


nial parliaments,  it  is  certain,  the  changmg 
(rf*  them  into  triennial,  will  be  so  &r  from 
removing  that  evil,  that  it  will  necessarily 
increase  it.    And  I  believe  some  gentle^ 
men  will,  in  another  particular,  find  their 
expectations  as  little  answered  by  the  pre- 
sent motion :    I  mean  that  they  wfll  not 
find  it  so  popular  a  motion  dmong  the 
generality  of  electors,  as  some  of  them 
may  imagine.    It  may  indeed  please  those 
of  the  populace  who  have  no  votes,  who 
are  fond  of  noise  and  bustle,  and  who 
would  be  glad  of  any  change  by  which 
they  miffht  have  a  more  frequent  chance 
to  get  drunk  and  be  idle.    It  may  also 
be  agreeable  to  the  lower  and  meaner 
sort  of  our  electors,  who  have  heretofiire 
perhaps   too    often  made    their    market 
upon  such  occasions ;   but  to  the  honest 
shopkeeper,  and  the  quiet  and  fair  trader, 
who  have  no  other  views  but  to  gain  a 
comfortable  subsistence,  by  carrying  on 
their  respective  trades,  aha  to  the  better 
kind  of  our  fr^olders,  and  to  the  gentry 
in  general ;  to  all  those  sorts  of  men,  in 
short,  whose  inclinations  we  ou^ht  to  have 
the  chief  regard  to,  the  propoemg  of  this 
biUwOl  be  found,  I  beheve,  not  to  be  a 
very  proper  way  of  paying  court.    The 
worthy  gentlemen.  Sir,  who  have  spoke 
on  the  other  side  of  the.  questicm,  make 
a  very  partial  use  of  our  anttent  consti- 
tution, when  they  plead  for  a  shorter  dura- 
tion of  parliaments;   because  in  former 
times,  instances  may  be  found  of  fi*equent 
elections ;   but  forget  at  the  same  time  to 
remind  us  of  the  m£ferent  situation  of  our 
a&irs^  both  at  home  and  abroad.    Must 
not  proper  allowances  be  made  for  the 
several  changes  which  have  since  happened 
in  our  constitution,  and  the  dtferent  rela- 
tions we  now  bear,  to  foreign  nations!  For 
without  a  parity  of  circumstances,  gentle- 
men cannot  reasonably  expect  an  equally 
of  consequences.    Formerly  parliamaatt 
sate  but  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  days,  «nd 
dispatched  all  the  business  they  had  before 
them  in  that  time ;  we  now  sit  four  or  five 
months,  and  find  sufficient  employment : 
the  reason  of  this  difference  is  dbvious ; 
our  government  has  since  gone  through  so 
many  changes,  and  the  ridies  and  com- 
merce of  this  nation  have  so  much  in- 
creased, that  this  House  is  now  engaged 
in  a  much  larger  circle  of  business ;    and 
at  the  same  time  hath  asserted  a  ri^t 
to  several    powers  in  the   state,  vduch 
till  within  these  100  years,  the  crown  has 
ofien  contested.    May  not  gentlemoi  as 
well  infer,  .because  some  parliamenti  xl 
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formor  times  have  sate  but  90  dajrs^  that 
we  ought  now  to  follow  their  practice  in 
this  particular,  as  to  plead  for  a  shorter 
ibiration  of  parliaments,  because  there 
may  be  found  instances  of  annual  elec- 
tions in  r^note  ages  \  Would  gentlemen, 
Sir,  who  9peak  so  &Tourably  of  antient 
times,  have  our  parliaments  brought  agam 
to  be  entirely  upon  the  same  foot  mey 
were  formerly  \  Surely,  No  !  As  the  law 
now  stands,  the  crown  cannot  possibly 
prolong  a  parliament  beyond  seven  years ; 
and  as  the  afiairs  of  the  public  are  now 
disposed,  it  must  necessarily  meet  every 
year.  Formerly  the  crown  could  keep  a 
parliament  in  bemg  without  any  limitatioh 
of  time  for  their  dissolution,  and,  as  I 
have  said  before,  did  sometimes  prevent 
them,  though  elected^  from  ever  meeting ; 
nay,  at  other  times,  there  has  been  ror 
many  years  together  a  total  intermission  of 
parliaments  I  therefore  really  think,  no 
one  can  make  the  least  comparison  on 
this  head  ;  at  least  I  suppose  the  worthy 
gentlemen  would  not  be  willing  to  return 
to  the  practice  of  preceding  times  in  these 
particukurs.  In  short,  Sir,  I  think  the  Sep- 
tennial act  as  well  adapted  to  our  present 
constitution,  as  well  calculated  to  answer 
the  purposes  and  secure  Uie  freedom  ofpar- 
liamentd,  as  anv  regulation  that  can  be 
made  ;  and  I  do  not  know  any  one  par- 
ticular instance  in  which  our  liberty  and 
constitution  have  been  more  strengthened 
and  improved  since  the  revolution,  than 
by  those  laws  which  have  been  made  rela- 
tive to  the  chusing,  sitting,  and  duration 
of  parliaments. 

Befwe  I  leave  this  subject,  I  must  take 
this  opportunity  to  return  my  thanks  to  the. 
honourable  gentleman  who  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  Septennial  Act,  because  the 
preamble  puts  me  in  mind  of  our  being  in- 
debted to  that  law  for  the  prevention  of  a 
second  rebellion :  I  am  convinced,  ^at  it 
was  to  that  seasonable  alteration  we  then 
owed  the  preservation  of  our  tranquillity, 
and  perha^ every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us; 
for  die  mmds  of  the  people  were  at  that 
time  so  exasperated  and  inflamed,  the 
spirit  of  Jacobitism  was  got  to  such  a  height 
in  the  nation,  that  had  an  election  come 
on,  after  the  first  parliament  of  the  late 
king  ought  to  have  expired  by  the  Trien- 
niaf  Act,  it  is  not  hi^  to  say  what  J^ 
consequences  might  have  ensued.  But  I 
iMither  mention  this  as  thinking  it  entire- 
ly our  present  situation,  or  to  draw  an  iar- 
ffoment  from  thence,  in  support  of  wh^t 
f  am  contending  for ;  bowevar  I  m\ist  say, 
[VOL.  IX.]| 


thai  the  recollecting  how  much  we  ow^ 
to  the  Septennial  act,  makes  me  the  more 
unwilling  to  part  with  it.  It  is  like  frienct- 
ship  in  private  life,  where  we  have  once 
established  a  thorough  good  o{»nion  of  a^ 
man,  and  have  received  greait  favours  from 
him,  it  is  with  difficulty,  it  \&  with  great 
concern,  we  are  prevailed  on  to  give  credit 
^  any  thmg  tliat  may  tend  to  his  disad- 
vantaffe.  Many  instances  might  be 
brou^t.  Sir,  to  shew  the  inconveniences 
that  would  attend  the  success  of  the  bill 
now  proposed  to  us  ;  but  as  I  have  already 
taken  up  much  more  of  your  time  than  I  at 
first  intended,  I  shall  only  mention  one, 
which  is,  the  great  hindrance  it  might 
be  in  the  dispatch  of  our  foreign  negotia- 
tions* As  we  have  been  wimin  doors, 
often  told  of  reports  without  doors,  I  must 
take  the  liberty  to  mention  one  which  we 
have  heard  both  within  and  without*  Have 
we  not  oflen  heard  without  doors,  have 
not  we  been  told  in  a  former  debate  in 
this  House,  that  several  letters  have  been 
lately  sent  to  foreign  courts,  in  order  to 
discourage  them  from  treating  with  us  at 
this  criticiBd  juncture,  by  assuring  them  that 
the  next  ensuing  pariiament  will  be  of  a 
complexion  very  dlffereiit  frOm  this.  I 
cannot  in  the  least,  suppose  ^t  such  let- 
ters were  either  written  or  concerted  by 
any  one  within  these  walls  ;  but  I  must 
presume  the  authors  are  by  this,  time  con- 
vinced of  their  error,  since  I  find  so  much 
pains  has  lately  been  taken,  and  sa 
much  rhetoric  employed,  both  in  weekly 
and  other  papers,  to  persuade  us  of  the  in- 
convenience of  tlie  Septennial  AcL  and 
the  necessity  for  repealing  it ;  from  whence 
1  conclude,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
were  the  authors  of  such  letters,  be^in  now 
to  see  that  they  will  be  disappomted  in 
their  expectations  ;  and  in  order  to  make 
amends  for  this  didappointment,  they  are 
for  repealing  the  Septennial  Act,  that  th^ 
may  nave  a  fresh  opportunity  of  taking 
another  trial  four  years  hence.  But  be 
this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain,  what  I  have  just 
mentioned  may  be  practised,  and  will  al- 
ways be  an  inconvenience  and  a  hindrance 
in  the  carrying  on  of  our  foreign  affiiirs,, 
towards  the  end  of  a  Septennial  F^Ha- 
ment :  and  shall  we  by  a  new  law  give  an 
opportunity  and  a  temptation  to  the  eB6<» 
mies  of  the  government,  to  repeat  ^lose 
and  such  like  practices  and  sug^ttoos,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  nation,  at  tlie 
end  of  every  three  years. 

Bef  jre  I  conciude.  Sir,  I  cannot  hei» 
observing,  that  during  the  seveayeazal' 

[«B1 
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Knr •  Mt  m  paa-iwnient  I  hme  faeavl  omav 
^IttMtioni  introdttoed  into  this  Homae  wbkm 
•Mve  very  much  su^priztd  me.  Among 
eCbere  I  iwre  heard  a  proposition  made, 
iFviuch,  as  k  appeared  to  me,  would  bate 
made  the  array  ttseless  upon  amy  emer- 
gottcy,  when  we  might  hare  had  the  great- 
est aocasioa  for  their  service,  i  haire 
heard  aiMther  motroA  for  making  aperpe- 
taal  law  to  regulate  an  annual  constitutioB^ 
ivlactk  would  indeed  have  had  a  qake  dif- 
ferent effiBct  fTom;the  former ;  Cor  nt  pro- 
cess of  time  this  ia^  qocfstion,  had  it  suc- 
ceeded, might  have  m«ie  the  army  oar  so- 
yereign,  a:^  King,  Lords  and  Comdions 
insignificant ;  and  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore us,  would,  in  my  opinion,  tend  to 
weaken  our  greatest  socwil^ ;  I  mean  the 
landed  iatere^  of  the  kingdom,  by  giving 
them  fi-^qoent  and  tmneoessary  tempta- 
tions to  extraondinary  expences,and  might 
further  introduce  new  calamities  aad  csn- 
fuaiona  into  this  aation.  What  other 
qiiestion  can  fdiow  to  keep  rank  with  those 
I  cannot  dii^ne ;  but  the  spirit  of  reforma- 
tioD  seems  to  be  now  so  very  mudi  the 
&shion,  I  do  not  doubt  but  fertile  iaiagi- 
nations  will  always  find,  and  will  never  be 
at  a  loss  for,  pcmular  topics  to  introduce. 

No  state.  Sir,  wad  evar  so  exactly 
framed  in  all  its  parts,  as  not  to  make  new 
kws  sometimes  necessaiy  to  remedy  the 
evils  which  time  an4  corruption  may  bring 
upon  it ;  and  for  this  reason  every  state  is 
invested  with  a  power  <if  ateesiDg  orie- 
pealing  old  laws,  and  tubstitttting  new  in 
their  tftaad,  where  those  existing  are  found 
to  be  deficient:  in  this  I  shaU  agree  with 
the  honourable  gentlemen ;  but  give  tdi^ 
leave  fiutfaer  to  observe,  that  this  power 
mi^  be  made  use  of  to  the  overthrow  as 
weU  as  the  support  of  the  constitution : 
ondtherefiDre  when  we  proceed  to  the  ex- 
eacise  of  this  part  of  the  legislative  power, 
cspeciallyiiythingswhich  rdate  tothe  very 
luihdamentils  of  our  constitution,  the  wor- 
thy gentlemen  \i;ii],  I  hope,  agree  with  me 
that  wft^ought  to  use  it  with  ^e  gieatest 
prud^tice  mid  caution. 
(  ./^tfitesent.  Sir,  I  thiidc  our  constitutirai 
ks64vell regulated  in  all  itsparts,the8cake8 
are  so  justhr  poised,  as  not  to  want  any 
new  raodelfan^,  nor  any  additional  weight 
to  be  throiwn  mto  the  other  scale :  we  must 
be  all  so  sensible  of  the  happiness  we  en- 
\oj  under  our  constitutmn,  as  now  esta- 
blished, that  our  diief  concern  and  study 
ought  to  be  how  to  preserve  it  in  the  happy 
-sitttation  it  is  now  in ;  and  if  we  ean  trans- 
^it,to  onr  posterity  in  the  <ane  iusive 


7  GB0K6E  tl.        DebaU  on  Mr.  BromlUt/^  Mciiomfor  the        [4S0 

and  pef&ction  we  now  deariy  pcrcctfe  k 
to  be  in,  our  successors  will  have  no  just 
reason  to  accuse  die  mesent  generatioR 
of  having  made  an  ill  use  of  thitt  great 
trust  wmdi  is  reposed  in  every  omq 
who  has  a  voice  m  this  {dace.  AU 
changes,  thou^  never  so  weU  intended, 
are  hazardous ;  but  as  the  change  no# 
proposed  appears  to  me,  I  think  it  woiiU 
certainly  have  quite  a  different  efiect  firoaa 
what  those  worthy  gentlemen  expect  who 
are  the  advocates  fior  it :  I  am  penoaded, 
that  mstead  of  amending  or  inq[>roving,  it 
would  weaken  the  cipnstitution;  andtrae- 
fore,  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  m}^  cowitry 
to  give  my  dissent  to  it,  in  this  pubhc 
manner. 

Lord  Nod  Somerset*  stood  up  and 
spoke  thus : 

Sir;  Though  the  honoundde  genUeraaii' 
who  made  this  motion,  and  the  honoqcabfe 
gentleman  who  seconded  it,  have  sopported 
it  in  so  strong  and  handsome  a  manoar, 
dot  an  attenmt  to'  add  any  thing  to  what 
they  have  said,  may  be  looked  en  as  pre^ 
sumption ;  yet  I  cannot  help  dodaring  vm 
apprdiation  of  die  motion  m  the  best  and 
most  puUic  manner  lam  aide. 

The  honourable  geitfloaan  who  read 
you  a  long  extract  out  of  master  Phmne^ 
^eenied  .idler,  m  my  opimon,  t<>  ii^ 
than  instruct  the  House:  and  iSiough  i 
could  not  join  with  gendemen  in  their 
mirth  upon  so  serious  a  debate,  yet  I  nuiat 
own  I  cannot  conceive  tqwhat  purpose 
that  long  extract  was  read  to  us  upon  the 
present  occasion:  nor  can  I  see  what  the 
question  now  before  us  has  to  do  with  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  eidior  as  now 
enjoyed,  or  as  dainufd  in  any  time  past. 
Because  gentlemen  have  mentioned  our 
dd  constkution,  and  have  taken  nodoe  of 
a  particular  reflation  with  respect  to  the 
holding  ofparliameula,  i^hich  was  then  in 
force,  and  whidi  th^  desire  to  be  re-es- 
tablidied;  is  it  hma  thence  to  be  infmed 
tbatdic^  desire  tx>  restofse,  maU  its  paits» 
Qttr  ancient  constitution,  as  it  stood  at  ao(f 
period  of  time  ?  No»  when  we  tdk  of  x>iir 
old  constitution,  with  regardt0anyamend> 
ment  or  aheratson  now  pmpused,  we  ana 
to  pidc  out  those  customs,  wlach  iq»peor 
to  be  good,  and  which  ought  to  m  re* 
stnrad;  and  we  are  to  reject  those  which 
appear  to  have  beai  bad. 

The  quesdon  now  b<fiM<o  ns,  is  not 
whstner  our  constitution  he  now  in  th^ 


Afterwards  diihejrfB^snfint. 
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general  better  regulated  dian  it  ever  wm 
at  any  farmer  period:  the  qneatkm  now 
beftyie  US  la  particular ;  itis^  Whetlier  our 
conatitutiony  with  respect  to  the  holding 
of  Pariianient8y  was  ever  under  a  better  re- 
gulation than  it  is  at  present :  And  that 
It  was  sOy  seems  to  me  to  be  demonstrable 
from  the  Teiy  nature  and  design  of  par- 
Kamoita;  for  this  House  »  properly  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  they  are  te 
represent  the  grievances  of  the  people  t# 
their  sovereign ;  and  the  people  are  al- 
wajrs  to  choose  proper  representatives  for 
that  purpose:  mat  choice  ought  therefore 
to  be  annual,  because  the  person  that  nay 
be  a  proper  representative  one  year,  may 
before  tiie  next,  or  at  least  very  soon  after 
be  concerned  in  making  the  people  sufier 
diose  very  grievances  which  they  want  to 
conmlain  of;  and  surety  such  person 
would  not  be  then  a  proper  itpresentative 
of  the  people. 

This  was  our  old  constitution,  with  re- 
spect to  the  holding  of  parliaments ;  they 
were,  or  at  least  oi]^;ht  to  have  been,  not 
only  annuaUy  held,  but  annually  chosen. 
It  IS  well  known  that  prorogations  are  but 
ef  a  late  date ;  they  were  first  introduced 
to  fiivour  the  arbitrary  views  of  some  of 
our  ambitious  kings;  and  as  they  owed 
their  origin  to  such  a  corrupt  fountain,  I 


[  from  them.  However,  the  question 
BOW  before  us  does  not  go  for,  nor  are  we 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  remote  ages 
for  a  precedent  for  i^iat  is  now  proposed. 
When  we  now  talk  of  our  old  constitutiixi, 
we  are  to  consider  it  as  it  was  settled  and 
rrforined  at  the  Revolution,  and  at  that 
time,  as  has-been  before  observed,  the  pa^ 
tnms  of  liberty  did  not  think  their  woric 
was  complete,  without  having  the  point 
folly  and  ckaiiy  settled ;  and  therefore 
they  were  never  at  rest,  till  they  had  ob- 
tained that  very  law  whiich  is  now  desired 
to  be  restored:  for  this  reason  I  cannot 
but  think  that  gentlemen  have  given  them- 
selves a  very  unnecessary  trouble  in  ex- 
dainiog  to  us  so  particularly  the  history  of 
former  reigns,  or  the  complaints  against 
former  kii^ ;  for  the  not  holding  any  par- 
liament at  all,  or  the  continuing  the  same 
pariiament  for  a  gr^  number  of  years  is 
m  effect  the  same ;  in  the  last  case,  as  well 
as  the  first,  the  people  have  no  opportu- 
ne of  having  their  grievances  ^ther  re- 
presented or  redressed,  because  after  a 
number  of  years  the  members  may  either 
beeome  imacquainted  with,  and  regardless 
sf  the  grievances  of  the  people,  or  they 


may  tbensehres  have  so  great  a  hand  hi 
those  grievai^^es,  that  for  their  own  selfish 
ends  they  will  prevent  their  being  re- 
dress^ 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  restormg  of 
this  law  would  create  great  heats,  and  raise 
dangerous  contentions  in  the  nation.  If 
it  were  a  new  law,  a  law  which  we  had 
never  any  experience  of,  this  argument 
might  have  some  weight;  but  the  direct 
contrary  €£  this  is  known  to  be  true  from 
the  experience  we  had  of  it,  idiile  it  was 
allowed  to  continue  in  force.  Besides, 
this  is  one  of  those  argument^  that  prove 
too  much ;  for  it  is  as  good  an  argument 
for  us  to  continue  ourselves  for  sevmi  years 
longer,  or  indeed  for  a  perpeti&l  parlia- 
ment, as  it  is  for  a  septennial ;  and  it  is  an 
argumaat  that  has  m  all  countries  been 
made  use  of  for  subverting  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  In  all  free  countries  ther« 
must  now  and  then  happen  some  little 
feuds  and  divisions  among  the  people^ 
which  ambitious  ^wicked  men  have  used 
all  their  cunning  and  all  their  eloquence  to 
aet  in  the  most  terrible  light,  and  under 
the  i>retence  of  preventing  those^euds  and 
divisions,  have  in  most  countries  prevailed 
upon  the  pec^le  to  give  up,  or  at  least  to 
aUow  themselves  to  be  robbed  of  those 
privileges  which  were  their  only  defence 


am  persuaded  we  never  can  eiq^ect  any  ^against  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power< 

'  ,  AnotluBr  objection  agamst  this  motion 
is,  that  a  septennial  parliament  is  neces- 
sary for  establiiiiing  and  confirming  our 
credit  abroad.  If  this  be  yet  to  do,  if  our 
credit  abroad  remains  yet  to  be  either  esta* 
blished  or  confirmed,  I  will  say  that  we 
have  lately  spent  many  millions,  and  have 
made  many  treaties  to  very  little  purpose. 
Is  not  this  likewise  an  argument  for  seCtHne 
the  duration  of  our  parluunents  at  a  mucA 
longer  term  f  for  if  our  credit  abroad  were 
any  way  strengthened  by  a  parliament  to 
continue  for  seven  years,  would  it  not  be 
mud)  more  so  by  a  parliament  to  continue 
for  seven  times  seven  ?  but  this  is  not  the 
case ;  our  foreign  neighbours  judge  better 
of  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  this 
nation,  dian  some  of  ourselves  seem  to 
do;  our  credit  among  them  depends  on 
their  believing  that  there  is  an  union  and 
mutual  confidence  between  the  king  and 
his  people ;  and  is  there  any  thing  can 
tend  more  towards  lessening  their  belief  ill 
this  respect,  than  their  hearing  that  the 
king  does  not  incline  to  trust  his  people 
with  a  frequent  choice  of  their  own  repre* 
sentatives?  >/Vill  not  every  man  from 
thence  ccmclude,  that  either  the  people 
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#re  disaffected,  or  that  the  goTenHnent  is 
pursuing  such  measures  as  toey  think  may 
JVQt  be  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  the 
people  ?  And  I  believe  it  will  be  allowed 
that  such  a  notion  would  not  contribute 
much  towards  establishing  or  confirming 
our  credit  abroad.  Whue  no  measures 
are  {)USBued  but  such  as  are  for  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  nation,  it  is  certain  that 
a  narliament  sent  here  by  the  free  choice 
of  tlie  people  for  three  years,  or  even  but 
for  one,  would  be  as  ready  to  confirm 
tliose  measures  as  a  parliament  sent  here 
for  seven  years.  But  if  ever  it  should 
hereafter  happen,  that  measures,  even  de* 
structive  to  the  nation,  should  be  pursued, 
only  to  save  and  support  a  falling  minister, 
or  by  wav  of  temporarv  expedient  only,  to 
put  off  the  evil  day  during  his  time;  he 
raiffht  indeed  have  a  better  chance  to  set 
audi  measures  confirmed  and approvedof 
by  the  members  of  a  septennial  parliament, 
who  had  such  a  long  term  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  t])eir  servile  compliance,  tlum  he 
could  have  to  get  such  measures  confirmed 
or  approved  of  bv  the  members  of  an  an- 
nual or  triennial  parliament,  who  must 
soon  return  to  the  people  for  their  appro- 
bation or  disapprobation  of  what  they  nad 
done :  and  a  parliamentary  acquittal  would 
be  of  much  more  consequence  in  the  first 
case  than  in  the  last ;  for  if  an  annual  or 
triennial  parliament  should  be  servUe 
enough  to  approve  of  measures  contrary  to 
the  general  sense  of  the  nation,  the  people 
would  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  domg 
themselves  Justice  in  a  new  parliament ; 
but  if  the  people  were  to  have  no  such 
opportunity  for  seven  years,  it  might 
then  be  out  of  their  power. 

It  has  been  said,  that  frequent  new  par- 
liaments would  produce  frequent  changes  in 
our  administration,  so  that  we  never  could 
steadily  pursue  any  measure  foreign  or 
domestic  As  to  changes  in  our  admi- 
nistration, if  triennial  or  annual  Parlia- 
ments should  produce  triennial  or  annual 
ministers,  it  would  give  me  no  great  con- 
cern, and  I  dare  say,  the  nation  very  little 
uneasiness.  But  how  this  should  make  us 
unsteady  or  unsettled  in  the  pursuit  of  our 
public  measures,  forei^  or  domestic,  I 
cannot,  indeed,  conceive ;  for  if  the  mea- 
sures were  apparently  for  the  good  of  the 
public,  the  new  ministers  would,  doubtless, 
for  their  own  honour  and  safety,  pursue 
Ihem  as  steadily  as  the  old  coula  have 
-done  ;  and  if  the  old  had  entered  on\  mea- 
sures inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the 
•ation,  here  the  change  of  uie  ministry 


would  be  lucky  for  us  ;  so  tiiat,  if  nodnng 
else  could  be  said  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
this  very  arguo^t  would  be  sufficient  with 
me  to  give  my  vote  for  it. 

The  Honourable  John  CormvaHis  spoke 
next  against  the  motion : 

Sir ;  I  have  indeed  heard  some  majtioii 
made  without  doors  of  the  proposition  now 
under  our  consideration ;  but  1  never  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  it  moved  in  this 
House,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  cir* 
cumstonces  of  Europe  ought  to  prevent  our 
attempting  any  thing  that  may  in  the  least 
tend  towards  weakening  our  constitution, 
or  unsettling  the  measures  of  his  Majesty'a 

government.  As  for  my  own  part.  Sir, 
le  question  can  no  ways  affect  me  :  let  it 
be  agreed  to,  or,  let  it  be  rejected,  as  to  , 
my  particular  circumstances  they  will  re^ 
main  the  same ;  but  as  we  are  not  to  re* 
gard  our  private  or  particular  interest^  but 
that  of  the  whole  community,  in  every 
question  that  arises  in  this  House ;  I  there- 
n>re  think  I  am  obliged  not  only  .to  give 
my  vote  against  this  ouestion,  but  to  give 
mv  reason,  at  least  the  principal  reason 
which  induces  me  lo  be  against  it :  and  it 
is  this,  ^That,  in  my  opinion,  the  motioa 
seems  calculated  for  no  other  ^d  but  to 
continue  that  ferment  and  that  spirit  of 
division  and  disaffiscUon  which  was  so  art* 
fuUy  raised  in  the  nation,  upon  a  late  me^ 
morable  occasion,  and  whicn  has  already 
ahnost  subsided,  and  must  entirely  enb^ 
side,  as  soon  as  the  people  shall  have  come 
to  their  senses,  so  as  to  be  able  to  jud^ 
coolly  and  impartially  about  that  aJ&ir* 
But  this  they  could  never  come  to  do^  if 
the  present  motion  should  succeed  \  the 
nation  would  be  kept  always  in  a  ferment, 
the  divisions  about  one  election  would  no 
sooner  be  over,  dian  those  about  another 
would  b^in,  and  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  every  year  screwed  up  by 
some  new  art,  in  order  to  support  or  ren- 
der successfiil  the  an^itious  views  of  some 
private  men.  This  would  of  course  very 
much  weaken  his  Majesty's  government, 
and  diminish  his  influence  in  all  foreign 
negotiations;  for  which  reason  I  shall  moat 
heartily  eive  my  vote  against  the  motion 
now  made  to  us. 

Colonel  Bladen  rose  up,  and  said : 

Sir;  I  cannot  give  my  assent  to  the 
question  now  in  your  hand.  The  repeal 
of  the  Septennial  law  is  a  motion  I  cannot 
in  my  conscience  a^ee  to  ;  for  though 
one  of  the  motives  for  enacting  that  law 
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doM  not  at  present  exist  in  tudi  an  appa- 
rent manner,  as  it  did  at  the  time  it  was 
enacted,  y€t  it  cannot  be  said,  that  even 
that  motive  has  now  entirely  ceased ;  I 
wish  with  all  my  heart  it  could  be  justly 
said,  that  there  is  not  now  a  Jacobite  or 
diaa^cted  person  in  the  nation  ;  but  I  am 
afiraid  no  such  thing  can  be  justly  said  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  theretore  even 
that  motive,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
rosn,  who  have  ^oke  upon  tlie  other  side 
of  the  question,  have  said  to  be  the  <Hily 
motive  for  enacting  this  law,  has  not  yet 
entirdy  ceased  :  but.  Sir,  this  was  not  the 
sole  and. only  motive  for  enacting  that 
law  ;  if  gentlemen  had  given  attention  to 
the  preamble  of  that  law,  they  would  have 
found  many  other  reasons  mentioned  for 
enacting  it,  which  are  now  as  strong  for 
continumg  it  as  they  were  then  for  en- 
acting it. 

It  T12S  been  said,  Sir,  that  this  law  has 
been  attended  with  several  inconveniences, 
which  I  cannotsay  I  was  ever  sensible  of; 
and  1  think  they  nave  not  yet  been  made 
sufficiently  appear  by  any  m  the  gentle* 
men  who  nave  sooke  in  this  debate ; 
but,  granting  that  there  were  any  such,  is 
this  a  time  to  repeal  a  law  which  has 
beeot  productive  or  so  much  good,  and 
which  so  much  strengthens  his  Majesty's 
government,  only  because  it  has  been 
tQMAd  to  be  attended  with  a  few  trifling 
inomveniencies  ?  I  cannot  think  that  the 
gentlemen  who  talk  at  this  rate  are  so  ig- 
norant of  human  afi&irs,  as  they  now  pre- 
tend to  be ;  the^  must  certainly  know, 
that  all  human  institutions  are  attended 
with  inconvcniencf?s,  and  all  diat  the 
wisest  of  men  can  do,  is  to  chuse  those 
regulations  which  are  attended  with  the 
fewest  and  the  least  dangerous  incon- 
veniences, and  which  tebd  most  to  the  se- 
curity and  the  happiness  of  their  native 
country:  when  gentlemen  consider  in  this 
light  the  Septennial  law  which  now  exists, 
and  the  Triennial  law  which  was  for  good 
reasons  repealed,  the^  will,  ]  believe,  at 
all  times,  but  especially  at  the  present, 
give  the  preference  to  the  former. 

Let  us.  Sir,  but  consider  the  present 
situation  of  the  afl&urs  of  Europe  ;'  Italy 
swallowed  ^  up  by  France  and  her  allies ; 
numerous  armies  on  the  Rhine  threatening 
to  penetrate  into  the  very  bowels  of  the 
empire ;  our  old  allies,  ^e  Dutch,  reduced 
to  the  low  ebb  of  begging  a  neutrality 
from  France,  for  their  barrier  in  Flanders. 
In  such  a  state  of  foreign  afiairs,  is  it  to  be 
imagni^,  that  Great  Britain  can  remam 


quiet,  or  indulge  herself  in  a  state  of  i 
and  security!  No,  surely.  Sir,  we  must 
concert  proper  measures  to  prevent  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  from  being 
quite  overturned :  we  must  look  in  time 
to  the  preservation  of  that  balance  which 
has  already  cost  this  nation  so  much  blood 
and  treasure  ;  and,  at  such  a  conjunctuiv 
ou^t  we  to  repeal  that  law  which  strength- 
ens his  Majesty's  hands,  which  gives  stea- 
diness to  his  councils,  and  adds  weight  to 
liis  negotiatioitt  with  foreign  powers  ?  Or 
shall  we  substitute  in  its  place  a  law  which 
would  throw  the  nation  every  two  or  threa 
y:ears  into  such  distractions  and  confu* 
sions  as  elections  are  always  attended 
with  ? 

Would  not  this.  Sir,  be  giving  the  ene- 
mies of  his  Majesty's  government  at  home, 
in  conjunction  with  h^s  enemies  abroad,  so 
many  opportunities  of  distressing  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  of  throwing  all  things 
into  confusion,  and  perhaps  ofdestrojdng 
that  establishment,  and  that  family  to 
which  we  owe  the  preservation  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  us  ?  Goa  forbid.  Sir,  that  this 
House  should  be  so  much  wantine  in  that 
duty  they  owe  to  his  Majesty,  in  that  duty : 
they  owe  to  their  country,  as  to  do  anj 
thing  that  might  tend  to  the  distressing  of 
,his  government,  or  to  the  disturbing  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  their  country.  I  hope 
the  House  will  excuse  me  for  taking  up  so 
much  of  their  time  :  I  could  say  a  great 
deal  more  against  the  motion  now  before 
us,  but  the  subject  has  been  so  much  ex- 
hausted, and  every  argument  in  favour  of 
it  so  fully  answered  by  my  worthy  fnend 
under  the  gallery,  who  spoke  early  in  this 
debate,  that  I  think  I  need  not  now  add 
any  thing  farther,  but  shall  most  heartily 
give  my  vote  against  it* 

Mr.  WatHm   WiUjanu   JFt/nn*  spoke 
next : 

Sir :  I  am  surprised  to  hear  it  insinu- 
ated by  the  honourable  gentleman  who. 


"  Mr.  Watkia  Williams  Wynn  spoke  next 
io  favour  of  the  motion.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  Wales,  undaunted  in  his  person,  and  index- 
ible in  hia  principles,  which  were  by  no  nieana 
favourable  to  those  of  the  revohition.  Hit 
manner  of  living  and  conversation*  fifreatly  re- 
sembled those  whom  we  may  call  the  best 
models  of  British  antiquity ;  and  his  estate  be- 
infr  larf^e,  he  was  enabled  to  push  the  chiellain- 
sbip,  which  he  afiecte<l,  to  the  utmost.  Hav- 
ing great  experience  in  elections  tor  members 
of  parliament,  lie  thought  liiroself  particularly 
interested  in  this  que^ition;    and  he  insistea 
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spokelast^M  if  the  motion  no«r  belbre  m 
was  made  wHh  a  view  to  distress  his  Ma- 
jesty's goTernment,  or  to  disturb  thepeace 
of  the  nation.  Such  an  insinuation  is 
rsally  not  treating  the  gendemen,  who 
hafe  ^oke  in  &Tour  of  this  motion,  with 
that  candour  which  one  gentleman  has 
reason  to  expect  from  another  in  this 
House;  nor,  indeed^  can  I  look  upon  it  as 
anj  compliment  made  to  his  Majesty  or 
his  government.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  hb  Majesty,  in  all  the  measures 
he  purmies,  looks  a  little  further  than  this 
Houee.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  but 
that  his  Majesty  looksfor  the  approbation 
df  the  generality  of  his  people,  as  well  as 
the  majority  of  his  parliament;  and  iHiile 
hm  measures  are  approved  of  by  the  gene- 
rflMtf  of  his  pe<q>ie,  frequent  elections 
eannot  surely  bring  any  digress  upon  his 
Mvemment,  but  will  greatly  strengthen  it, 
by  shewing  frequently  to  his  Majesty,  and 
to  the  whole  world,  the  true  sense  of  the 
generality  of  the  people.  As  to  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  we  know  by  experience, 
Ibat  it  was  as  well  preserved  by  triennial 
parliaments,  as  ever  it  was  by  septennial, 
aothat  the  agreeing  to  this  motion  cannot 
disturb  the  peace,  but  the  rejecting  it  may 
i^sry  probablv  havesuch  an  efiect ;  for  the 
generalitf  or  the  people  so  earnestly  de- 
sire to  have  triennial  parliaments  restored 
to  them;  that  the  refusing  to  comply  with 
thdr  desire  cannot  but  increase  tne  num- 
ber of  tiiefdisBfiected,  which  may  at  last 
throw  all  things  into  confusion,  and  may 
perhaps  destroy  that  estabH^ment,  to 
which  we  owe  every  thing  that  is  dear 
tons. 

I  shall  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  ever  since 
wt  have  had  Sa>tenmal  Parliaments,  our 
•lections  have  been  generally  attended 
with  distractions  and  confusions;  but  I 
cannot  allow  that  this  would  be  the  case  if 
our  elections  were  annual,  or  even  trien- 
nial ;  they  would  then  be  carried  on  with 
much  leas  heat  and  animosity;  for  every 
man  *  knows  th^t  the  disturbances  about 
elections  have  been  much  greater  since  the 
Septennial  Bill  took  plape,  than  ever  they 
vpere  before :  and  I  would  gladly  ask  gen- 
tlemen, if  before  that  time  it  was  ever 
known  tl^st  the  solicitations  and  cOntei)- 
tions  about  elections  began  two  years  be- 


upM  it,  that  a  man  who  ooald  get  100  guineas 
f<»r  his  vote  fbr  a  Septeanial  parliament  woald 
not  1^  15  for  a  Inenaial  one ;  and  that  bribery 
and  oorraptioa  are  the  niitaral  ooosemeiiees  cf 
Tiodal. 


DebaUom  Mr.  Brmiie^M  Motion  for  the         [tfS' 

fore  the  chusing  of  a  new  paiiiameMt, 
which  is  imown  to  be  the  case  at  present 
over  the  whole  kingdom,  and  which  always 
must  necessarily  be  the  case ;  it  beinff  na« 
tural  for  men  to  contend  with  more  vigour 
and  with  more  heat  for  a  post  either  of 
honour  or  profit,  that  is  to  be  enjoyed  for 
seven  years,  than  for  one  that  is  to  be  en* 
joyed  but  for  one,  or  for  three. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  bribery  and  corruption 
at  elections,  I  am  sure  it  has  very  mudi 
increased  once  the  Septennial  kw  took 
place.  It  is  a  natural  consequence  of 
lengthening  the  tiipe  of  a  pa^ament^a 
contihuance;  a  consequence  so  natural, 
that  I  am  surprised  to  find  it  so  much  mis* 
taken  as  it  seems  to  be,  by  some  gentle* 
men  who  have  spoken  up<m  the  other  ude 
of  the  question.  It  is  certain.  Sir,  that 
bribe^  will  never  be  made  use  of  at  any 
election,  but  by  a  man  who  has  not  a  woJt* 
fident  natural  interest  in  the  place  where 
he  declares  himself  a  candidate ;  and  by 
such  we  may  expect  it  will  ahrajrs  be^made 
use  of,  as  &r  as  It  can  be  done  with  safe^, 
if  the  candkLate  has  but  the  least  hopes  of 
succeeding  by  such  dishonourable  means* 
Where  there  hi^ypens  a  competition,  every 
elector  has  a  natural  bias  to  vote  fpr  one 
man  rather  than  anotheri  and  every  elector 
will  vote  according  to  his  natural  bias,  if 
he  is  not  boueht  ot  :  whoever  endeavour! 
to  buy  hhn  off,  must  certainly  come  op  to 
his  price,  and  this  price  will  be  higher  or 
lower,  according  to  the  elector's  nonoor 
and  drcumstanoes,  and  the  natural  bias  he 
has  for  the  odier  candidate.  A  great  many 
men  mi^  be  perhaps  bouffht  oft'  with  100 
or  1000  guineas,  who,  if  half  that  sum 
were  ofered,  would  apum  it  away  with 
an  honest  dimlam.  I  hope.  Sir,  there  are 
a  great  many  electors  m  this  kingdom^ 
vdiose  honour,  upon  such  occasions,  ie 
above  the  power  m  any  such  comq)t  temp- 
tations, but  that  there  are  likewise  affreat 
many  who  may  be  bought,  is  a  fiict  whidi, 
I  believe,  no  gentleman  in  this  House  will 
dispute;  and  m  this  view  let  us  esainine 
the  diflRerenee  between  Triennial  and  Sep- 
tennial paiiiaments. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  suppose  two  sen* 
tlemen  set  up  in  opposition  to  each  outer, 
for  r^resenting  one  of  our  little  boroughs 
in  parliament;  one  of  f^hva  a  country 
gentleman,  of  a  great  natural  interest  in 
the  pkce,  the  odier  a  citizen  of  London, 
or  a  place-man,  not  near  e^ual  to  him  in 
interest,  but  di»ending  entirely  upon  the 
money  he  is  able  to  lay  out :  Suppose  the 
citizen,  or  {dace-man^  comes  to  a  calcula* 
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.  tioB,  And  finds  that  it  will  cMt  Urn  ait  letit 
3»00(M.  to  buy  the  country  gentkniAn  out 
of  Us  XDiesek  in  that  borough ;  if  the  par- 
liament  were  to  continue  but  for  three 
years,  he  wauld,  very  probablT»  resdve  not 
to  be  at  such  an  expence,  ana  so  would  re- 
fraia  firam  being  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
corn^tiiig  his  oouatryven ;  but  when  ^ 
parliament  is  to  continue  for  seven  years, 
ne  nay  as  probaUy  resohre  to  be  at  Aat 
charge.  'Aius,  by  corruption  he  may  get 
aseatinthiBHouae«andit  is  to  be  feared 
that  he  who  comes  in  here  by  corruption 
w3i  not  watic  out  with  clean  hands. 

Gentlemen  are  very  much  miataken  if 
they  imagine  that  the  price  of  an  elector 
depends  upon  theduratien  of  a  Parliament ; 
«r  Uiat  a  man  who  sells  his  vote  for  100 
ffuineasat  an  dection  of  a  Septennial  Par- 
Eament,  would  sell  his  vote  tor  the  half  of 
that  sum,  \£  the  parliament  to  be  chosen 
were  to  OMitinue  only  for  three  years. 
IJo,  Sir,  there  are  venr  few  of  this  sort  of 
electors  who  think  of  raturity ;  the  present 
offer  is  the  temptation,  and  die  only  temp- 
tatien  wlm^  can  be  of  any  weight  with 
them^  Besides,  they  cannot  depend  upon 
having  the  like  offi^  made  th«n  at  the  next 
election  ;  and  50  guincAS  ready  money, 
with  an  uncertain  h(^e  of  having  50  more 
three  years  hence,  is  not  sur^y  so  great 
a  price  as  100  guineas  ready  down :  The 
mUural  interest  of  the  country  gentlanen, 
and  the  honour  of  the  electors,  ttre  what 
the  dealers  in  corruption  have  to  coatei^d 
with,  and  againstthese  a  small  price  cannot 
be  so  prevalent  aaonealittle  higher.  Some 
may,  perhaps,  be  corrupted  by  a  small 
poce,  EMit  certainly  the  nigher  it  is,  the 
greater  will  the  numbers  be  that  are 
tempted  to  yield  to  it ;  and  as  a  man  mi^ 
fdve  a  higher  price  at  the  election  for  a 
Septennial  Parliament,  than  he  can  do  at 
one  for  an  Annual  or  Triennial,  therefore 
the  greater  the  numbers  will  be  of  those 
who  yield  to  his  temptation,  the  more  he 
mee^  depend  upon  corruption  ;  and  the 
Biore  it  is  to  be  depended  on,  the  more 
general  md  the  more  firequent  will  it  cer- 
taiafy  be.  From  hence  it  appears  evident; 
that  the  increase  of  bribery  and  cmrrup- 
tion  is  as  natural  a  consequence  of  Sep- 
tawial  Parliaments,  as  any  one  thing  can 
be  conceived  to  be  the  consequenee  of 
aao^er« — There  is  no  way.  Sir,  of  effisc- 
tualhr  preventing  corruption,  but  by 
puttmg  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  man 
io  corrupt :  There  is  no  corrupting  any 
JBiiB  but  by  comkig  up  to  his  price  :  there* 
ftrethe  omy  iv«gr  af  putting  it  out  of  tha 


power  of  any  namlo  oointpt,  istaputtt 
out  irf"  the  power  rf  ai^  man  to  cone 
up  to  the  price  of  any  number  of  doctors : 
aad  this  can  only  be  done  by  makii^^  our 
elections  fre^iueati  The  more  ftequent  te 
better.  It  is  certam,  a  geatkman  who 
enjoys  a  good  pension  for  sev«n  Jtmn^  is 
more  able  to  give  a  hi^h  price,  than  if  ha 
had  droved  wat  pension  nut  for  one  ywr 
or  even  for  three ;  and  he  wUl  more  wi^ 
lingly  give  a  high  price,  when  he  is  there- 
by to  purchase  the  continueace  of  that 
pension  fi>r  seven  years,  than  when  he  is 
to  purchase  it  only  £or  one  or  for  three 
years.  This,  Sir,  is  so  evident,  th^  I  am 
ast(mished  to  hear  it  controverted  within 
these  walk. 

If  our  parliaments  were  aanu^,  it  would 
be  uapossible  for  piece-men  ar  pensioners 
to  save  as  much  yearly  as  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  bribe  country  gentlemen  out  ef 
their  interest,  and  die  dectors  out  of  their 
honesty ;  whidi  I  am  afraid  is  a  practiee 
now  too  frequent  in  many  parts  of  this 
kingdom:  how  can  it  otherwise  be  ima- 
gined that  the  people  would  chuse  persona 
they  never  saw,  persons  they  periieps  never 
heard  of,  in  opposition  to  gontlemen  who 
livein  the  neighbourhood;  gMtlemenwho 
give  them  daily  employment,  by  buying  ia 
their  shQpsandmarketsallthemanu&otiM^es 
and  provisions  they  have  use  for  in  Itoir  ^ 
milies;  andgentlemoQwhoseaacestorshave, 
perhaps,  onen  represented  that  very  place 
m  parUament  with  great  honoiir  and  univ^K 
ral  approbation  I  I  remeQd>er«  Sir,  I  was 
told  oy  a  geptJeman  who  is  now  dead,  and 
therefore  I  may  name  him,  I  mean  IMbr. 
Spencer  Gowper,  afterwards  one  ef  the 
Judges  of  the  Common-Pleas,,  he  tdd  me 
htmaelf  that  he  had  nearer  bean  in  thebo* 
rou^herqyresented  in  pariiament,aerhad 
overseen  or  spoke  wiUi  any  of  his  electofs; 
•and  I  bdieve  I  eould,  witlMmt  much  di&- 
cidty,  name  some  whoase.now  in  theaam^ 
situation.  Can  such  Sir,  be  •called  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  peo^e,  or  can  it  he 
supposed  that  they  are  chosen  by  meaae  ^ 
of  XhfA  natural  interest  hy  whidi  every 
man  ou^t  to  hold  his  seat  in  Ibis  Housed 

The  Parliament,  Sir,  ii  the  ^eat  council    , 
of  the  tiatiosi,  and  the  business  of  this 
House  in  parfaealar  is  to  represent  to  hia  j 
Majesty  tibe  grierrances  of  the  people,  to  i 
inform  his  Mt^esty  if  any  of  his  ministers  ; 
or  ofiioers  makes  an  ill  use  of  the  power 
he  delegates  to  ihem,  and  to  impeacn  and 
prosecute  such  evil  ministers.     Now  i 
wouM  be  gbdto  )cnow  who  are  l^e  most 
fneger  ^qpreseatatives  tat  these  purposes, 
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X  gendanen  who  have 'large  properties  in 
the  country,  who  are  independent  of  the 
miniiters  and  officers  of  tne  crown,  and 
'  who  bjr  living  in  the  country  are  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
people ;  or  gentlemen  who  for  their  chief 
-support  depend  upon  *  the  ministers  and 
omoers  of  the  crown,  who  know  nothing  of 
those  they  represent,  and  are  not  only  ig- 
'^orant  oi  their  true  interests,  but  are  really 
indifferent  about  their  welfare.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  controverted,  but  that  the  first 
•Yort  of  gentlemen  are  the  most  proper  re- 
presentatives of  the  people;  and  if  so, 
Annual  or  Triennial  rariiaments  are  bet- 
ter than  Septennial,  because  there  is  a 
greater  probability  of  their  being  chiefly 
composed  of  such  gentlemen. 

As  bribery  and  corruption,  therefore, 
is  a  natural  conseauence  of  long  parlia- 
ments, as  it  must  always  increase  in  pro- 
portion as  the  term  for  tlie  parliaments 
continuance  is  prolonged,  I  am  persuaded 
•that  all  those  who  are  aeainst  br9>ery  and 
•corruption,  will  join  with  me  in  voting  for 
tthe  restitution  of  triennial  parliaments.  It 
'is  not  the  expence  of  an  election  that 
'country  gentlemen  are  to  be  afraid  of;  the 
'most  extravagant  entertainments  that  a 
^stranger  in  the  country  could  give,  would 
•have  but  little  weight,  if  to  uiese  he  did 
not  add  downright  Bribery;  and  even 
■  those  Bribes  must  be  so  high,  as  to  over- 
balance the  natural  interest  of  the  country 
•gentleman,  as  well  as  the  honesty  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  electors:  as  these 
Bribes  cannot  be  made  so  high  for  atrien- 
.  nial  parliament,  as  they  may  be  for  a  sep- 
tennial, they  cannot  be  so  prevalent, 
among  the  electors ;  and  therefore  a  gen- 
tleman, who  depends  upon  nothing  but  his 
natural  interest,  will  always  have  a  better 
lay  for  representing  his  country  in  a  tri- 
ennial parliament,  than  he  can  have  for  re- 
'presenting  it  in  one  which  is  to  continue 
-for  seven  years ;  for  which  reason  I  cannot 
but  think  that  every  gentleman,  who  has 
a  mind  that  his  posterity  shall  depend  for 
their  seats  in  parliament,  upon  the  natund 
interest  they  may  have  in  their  respective 
countri^,  and  not  upon  the  frowns  or  the 
favours  6f  the  minister  for  the  time  being, 
•must  necessarily  be  for  our  returning  to 
our  former  constitution  in  this  respect. 
This,  Sir,  is,  in  my.  opinion,  absolutely 
necessary,  and  it  must  be  soon  done, 
otherwise  country  gentlemen,  tired  out 
.with  contending  against  those  who  pur- 
chase their  elections,  perhi^  with  the 
VAfy  money  which  the  country  gentlejnen 
9 


are  oblieed  to  pay  out  of  their  estates  in 
public  Quties  and  taxes,  will  at  last  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  sit  down  and  bemoan 
the  &te  of  their  country :  but  their  com- 
plaints will  then  be  to  very  little  purpose, 
for  the  doors  of  that  place,  where  die 
groans  of  the  people  ought  to  be  heard, 
will  then  be  shut  against  uiem.  We  may 
depend  on  it  that  those,  who  obtain  their 
seats  in  this  House  by  ministerial  influence, 
will,  while  here,  be  directed  in  all  their 
proceedings  by  the  same  sort  of  influence, 
and  by  nohe  other. 

To  conclude,  Sir,  I  am  very  certain 
that  tiiere  is  nothing  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  peo[H6  in  general,  than 
the  repeal  of  the  septennial  law;  and 
therefore  I,  as  one  of  the  representatives 
of  the  People  chosen  without  bribery  or 
corruption,  and  as  one  who  has  nothing  to 
consider  but  the  interest  of  those  I  repre- 
sent, shall  readily  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr,  John  Willes  (Attorney  General) 
spoke  against  the  motion: 

Sir ;  1  have  given  all  possible  attention 
to  what  has  been  said  by  gentlemen,  on 
both  sides  of  this  question ;  and  I  mii^ 
confess,  I  cannot  yet  see  any  manner  of 
reason  for  agreeing  to  the  motion.  Gen- 
tlemen have  been  pleased  to  put  us  in  miml 
of  our  ancient  constitution ;  out  it  has  been 
so  oflen  varied  and  altered,  that  it  will  be 
found  very  difficult  to  fix  upon  a  time 
when  it  was  such  as  we  ougnt  or  would 
desire  to  return  to :  and  if  any  time  is  to 
be  fixed  on,  we  are  not  surely  to  take  the 
time  when  our  constitution  was  weak  and 
in  its  infancy,  we  are  certainly  to  chuse 
that  time  when  it  was  come  to  its  fuB 
stren^h  and  vigour,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  present.  But  as  gentlemen  have 
mentioned  the  Claim  of  Rights,  let  us  ex- 
amine how  it  stood  at  that  time,  for  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  be  agreed  to  by  every 
gentleman  in  this  House,  that  after  that 
Claim  was  settled  and  confirmed,  our  con- 
stitution was  more  vigorous  than  it  ever 
was  before  that  time ;  and  yet  even  in  our 
Claim  of  Rights  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  frequent  new  parliaments :  It  is  indeed 
said,  that  for  redress  ofv  grievances,  and 
for  amending,  strengthening  and  preserv- 
ing the  laws,  parliaments  ought  to  be  held 
frequently ;  but  it  is  not  so  much  as  in- 
sinuated, that  every  one  of  these  parlia- 
ments ought  to  be  a  new  parliament;  and 
as  to  the  frequency  of  parliaments,  I  aiA 
sure  there  never  was  less  reason  for  com- 
pUiintthan  sinpe  thejSeptepmal  Bill  pa^l; 
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Jmt  ever  sboe  that  time  the  sessions  hare 
been  regukurly  hdd,  and  all  of  them  have 
been  alkywed  to  sit  as  Ions  as  it  was  ne- 
cessary or  proper  they  should. 

Buty  Sir^  even  by  the  Claim  of  Ri§^t8 
^mr  constitution  was  not  so  well  regulated 
er  established  as  it  13  at  present:  it  was 
atill  left  in  the  p^twer  of  the  king  to  con- 
tinue a  parliament  as  long  as  he  pleased^ 
and  this  c^tainly  might  nave  become  a 
grievance  upon  die  pec^le.  This  oversight 
the  whole  nation  were  sensible  of,  and  this 
they  were  willine  to  obviate ;  but  in  all 
soch  cases,  people  generally  run  from  one 
extreme  to  another ;  the  passimis  of  men 
|ure  something  like  a  pendulum,  if  they  are 
raised  too  h^h  on  one  side,  they  alwajrs 
rise  too  high  on  the  other;  it  requires 
time  before  they  come  to  settle  in  the 
equilibrium  of  reason.    This  was  the  verv 
case  with  respect  to  the  Triennal  Bilf, 
which  passed  in  the  reign  of  King  William: 
the  passions  of  the  people  were  raised  hioh 
agamst  the  unlimited  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  in  continuing  a  parliunent  as  l<mg 
as  the  king  had  a  mind ;  this  the  enemies 
of  the  government  took  hold  o^  in  order 
to  intr<Muce  a  law  by  which  the  preroga- 
tive  was  in  thk  respect  limited  too  mudi : 
for  it  is  well  known  that  the  Triennial  Act 
was  neither  introduced  nor  promoted  by 
ihe  patrons  of  liberty,  or  the  real  friends  to 
that  Ejng's  government ;  it  was  by  those 
who  meant  to  distress  the  measures  of  that 
good  prinpe,  to  whom  their  native  country, 
nay  even  th^  themselves,  stood  so  mudi 
inaebted.     They  at  last  prevailed,  they 
got  that  law  passed,  whicn,  after  a  long 
experience,  was  found  to  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  peace  of  the  nation, 
and  to  the  quiet  of  the  subject;  and  there- 
fore the  Septennial  Bill  was  agreed  to, 
which  is  a  most  reasonable  mean  between 
the  one  extreme  of  leaving  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  in  this  respect  unfimited,  and 
the   other  extreme  of  limiting  this  pre- 
rogative too  much,  by  laying  the  crown 
under  a  necessity  of  calling  a  new  parlia- 
ment once  in  three  years,  whether  it  be 
consistent  with  the  peace  and  security  of 
the  nation  or  not.     JProm  whence.  Sir,  I 
tiiink  I  have  good  reason  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  our  constitution  is  now  in  its  utmost 
perfection.  I  was  indeed  glad  to  hear  enco- 
niums  bestowed  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
^psoi  ijqpon  the  late  King  William,  l^cause 
such  seldom  come  from  the  comer  of  the 
House  where  he  sits ;  but  if  that  glorious 
King  had  been  limited  to  Septennial  Par- 
liaments only,  and  hot  to  Triennial,  the 
[VOL.  IX.] 


fotnre  happiness  of  this  nation  wooldhave 
been  better  secured,  and  more  firmly 
established  by  him ;  he  would  not  have 
been  obliged  to  have  put  an  end  to  the 
war  so  soon  as  he  did,  or  to  have  agreed 
to  those  treaties,  which  were  afterwards  so 
loudly  complained  of;  the  continuance  of 
the  war  but  for  a  very  few  years;  might 
have  reduced  the  power  of  France  so  lovfy 
as  to  have  rendered  them  utterly  unable  to 
have  made  a  conquest  of  Spain;  andthere»- 
by  the  heavjr  war  which  ensued,  and  whidt 
cost  this  nation  so  much  blood  and  treasure, 
would  have  been  effisctually  prevented. 

Gentlemen  have  been  pleased.  Sir,  to 
mention  frequently  to  us  the  prerogativo 
of  the  crown,  and  to  talk  ot  its  being 
grown  up  to  a  great  height ;  but  can  any 
gentleman  say,  uiat  his  piQ^ent  Majesty^ 
or  the  late  Kmg  his  &ther,  ever  maae  the 
least  attempt  to  the  prejudice  of  tfatp^ 
pie's  rights^  or  ever  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tend any  branch  of  the  prerogative  be- 
yond those  bounds  which  are  prescribed 
to  it  by  law  ?  And  I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  say,  that  the  prerogative,  as  now 
limited  and  established,  can  be  dangerous: 
f<nr  while  our  happy  constitution  is  pre- 
served, it  is  certain  the  monarchical  part 
of  it  must  be  endowed  with  some  powera 
and  prerogatives;  it  must  have  at  least 
those  which  are  necessary  to  support  itself 
against  fisu^on,  and  to  preserve  tnat  influ- 
ence which  it  ou^t,  by  law,  to  have  in  .the 
government  of  this  kingdom.  Andasforthe 
mfluence  which,  as  has  been  supposed,  the' 
crown  may  acquire  over  long  pariiaments, 
it  has  already  had  a  very  proper  answer 
from  both  tKe  j^tlemen  who  spoke  first 
against  this  motion ;  for  it  is  very  certain^ 
that  the  Long  Parliament  in  king  Charles 
the  second's  reign,  which  has  been  called 
the  Pensionary  Parliament,  became,  to- 
wards the  end  so  very  little  subject  to  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  that  they  did  all 
they  could  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the 
people  against  the  schemes  idiich  were 
then  forming  by  the  court,  and  became 
so  strenuous  in  their  endeavours  this  way, 
that  the  king  was  at  last,  obliged  to  dissolve 
them.  This  shews,  that  the  length  of  a 
parliament  rather  diminishes  than  liicreases 
the  influence  of  the  crown ;  and  the  his- 
tory of  every  parliament  since  that  time 
confirms  this  observation. 

We  have  been  told,  that  we  always 
ought  to  have  a  dependance  on  those  we 
represent,  and  that  in  long  parliaments 
this  dependance  may  probi£ly  be  throwfi 
off;  which  could  never  be  the  case  if  par> 
[2F3 
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liaments  were  Mmual.  Tliat  we  have  i^ 
'  a  dq[>eDiiance  cm  the  people  for  our  elec- 
tion,  is  what,  Sir,  I  shall  r^dily  grant;  but 
after  we  are  chosen,  and  have  taken  our 
•eals  in  this  House,  we  have  no  ioneer  any 
dependance  upon  our  electors,  at  least  in 
so  fiur  as  regards  out  behaviour  here. 
Their  whole  power  is  then  devdved  upon 
.us,  and  we  are  in  every  question  uiat 
oomes  before  this  House,  to  r^ard  #n]y 
the  public  good  in  general,  and  to  de- 
tenmne  according  to  our  own  judg- 
jnents :  if  we  do  not,  if  we  are  to  depend 
mKm  our  representatives,  and  to  follow 
Mndly  flie  instructions  they  send  us,  we 
cannot  be  said  to  act  freelv,  nor  can 
such  parliaments  be  odled  nree  paiiia- 
ments:  such  a  dependance  woula  be  a 
nost  dai^erous  dependance:  It  would, 
in  my  c^mion^  be  more  dan^rous  and 
6f  warse  consequence  than  a  dependance 
upon  the  crown ;  for  in  a  dependance  on 
the  crown,  I  can  see  no  danger  as  long  as 
the  interest  of  the  crown  is  made  the  same 
with  tfiat  of  the  people,  which  every  man 
must  aDow  to  be  the  case  iit  present; 
whereas  the  people  of  any  county,  city, 
or  borough  are  very  liable  to  be  mis-led, 
and  may  often  be  induced  to  give  instruc- 
tions directly  contrary  to  the  interest  of 
theft*  country. 

Bribery  and  corruption.  Sir,  are  two 
hideous  words,  and  are  often  set  in  the 
most  terrible  light ;  I  have,  it  is  true,  as 
terrible  an  idea  of  such  practices  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  House;  but  I  cannot 
Uiink  we  are  in  any  present  danger  from 
such.  Our  constitution  is  so  happily 
ibrmed,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
overthrow  it  by  such  practices ;  for  before 
such  a  thing  can  be  done,  the  generality 
of  the  people  must  be  corrupted;  nay, 
they  must  be  so  ftur  corrupted  as  to  be 
ready  to  sell  themselves  for  a  small 
price,  for  if  they  insist  upon  a  high  one, 
.there  cannot  be  a  purciiaser.  "Diis  is  a 
case  which  I  hope  never  will  happen,  but 
if  ever  it  should,  I  cannot  see  how  our 
constitution  could  be  more  siafe  with  a 
Triennial  than  with  a  Septennial  Parlia- 
ment ;  for  I  am  persuadea  that  if  a  man 
will  s^U  his  vote  either  in  Parliament,  or 
at  Sections,  for  1,000  or  100  guineas,  he 
wiU  sell  it  for  half  that  sum,  when  he  finds 
he  can  get  no  more.  Whatever  is  once 
brought  to  mail:et  is  generally  sold  for  the 
market-price ;  and  we  find  that  the  more 
frejpiently  a  thing  is  sold,  the  lower  it  foUs 
in  its  price,  the  more  contemptible  it  be- 
People  usually  suppose  tbftt  cor- 


ruption is  only  of  one  sort;  but  diis,  Sir, 
is  a  mistake,  it  appears  in  many  shapes;  a 
man  may  be  bribed  without  givine  him 
money ;  and  even  men^rs  of  this  House 
maybebr3>ed  without  getting  anyplace 
or  preferment  from  the  government.  If 
any  gentleman,  to  please  his  borou^ 
and  to  secure  his  next  election,  should 
act  contrarjr  to  his  own  judgment,  it 
is  as  downriffht  briberyasif  he  had  got  a 
pension,  a  mace  or  preferment  from  tha 
court ;  and  I  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the 
very  worst  sorts  of  corruption. 

Gentlemen  have  tc^d  us,  that  Septen- 
nial parliaments  are  attended  with  many 
inconveniences,  but  Ihey  haye  not  been  so 
^ood  as  to  shew  us  any  of  them,  at  least 
m  so  far  as  I  have  yet  heard ;  we  have  had 
the  experience  of  such  parliaments  for 
above  these  eighteen  years,  and  yet  I  do  not 
find  that  they  have  pretended  to  shew  any 
cme  inconvenience  which  has  arisen  from 
them  in  all  that  time ;  from  whence  I  must 
presume,  that  it  is  not  in  their  pQwer;\uid 
1  believe  it  cannot  be  diewn  that  so  many 
eood  laws  have  passed  in  any  such  num- 
ber of  years,  as  have  been  passed  since 
septennial  parliaments  took  place:  I  am 
sure  it  cannot  be  shewn,  that  any  one  law 
has  been  passed  by  any  of  our  septennial 
parliaments,  diat  incroached  upon  the 
riffhts  of  the  people,  or  that  was  attended 
with  an  inconvemence,  or  was  looked  on 
by  the  generality  of  the  people  as  a  griev- 
ance. If  ever  there  were  any  such,  I  must 
desire  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side 
of  the  question  would  point  them  out  to  us* 

But,  Sir,  I  could  shew  many  incon* 
veniences  Uiat  would  certainly  ensue  from 
Triennial  or  annual  ParHunents :  the 
-whole  nation  would  be  kept  in  a  continual 
ferment :  the  feuds  and  divbions  which  by 
every  election  are  raised  amcmg^  neieM>ouie 
in  the  country,  would  be  contmuaUv  kepi 
up  :  the  country  gentlemen  vwould  be  en- 
tirely ruined  by  the  expence  of  freqtient 
elections,,  and  an  annual  attendance  upon 
this  House  with  multitudes  of  witnesses, 
about  those  that  might  be  contested  ;  and 
a  vast  encouragement  would  be  given  to 
drunkenness  and  idleness  amon^  all  rank# 
of  men.  We  know  when  workmg  paiople 
have  been  habituated  but  for  a  few  daya 
to  drunkenness  and  idleness,  how  hard  at 
is  to  brii^g  them  back  to  their  labour  and 
industry ;  *from  whence  we  must  conclude^ 
that  such  firequent  elections  would  be  e 
great  prejudice  to  our  husbandrjr,  to  our 
manu&ctures,  and  to  all  sorts  of  improve- 
ments; for  the  drinking   and   ftaating 
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about  one  election  would  hardly  be  over, 
when  that  for  the  next  would  begm*  All 
these,  and  many  worse,  would  be  the  cer- 
tain consequences  of  Triennial,  or  annual 
Sections  ;  whereas  when  Sections  return 
but  once  in  seven  years,  the  feuds  and  di- 
visions among  neighbours,  and  the  ferment 
the  nation  is  put  into^  have  tkne  to  sub- 
aide  ;  the  labouring  people  have  time  to 
cool  and  return  to  tneir  labour,  and  the 
country  gentlemen  may  easily  bear  the 
ei^pence  of  elections,  because  they  have 
six  years  to  recruit,  and  to  lay  in  a  stock 
for  that  purpose. 

An  honourable  gentleman  spoke  of  Sep- 
tennial P^url^ments  as  necessary  to  sup- 
port fidling  ministers  :  how  a  Septennial 
can  be  more  proper  for  this  purpose 
than  a  Triennial,  I  cannot  really  compre- 
hend ;  but  whatever  may  be  in  this,  I  am 
aure  it  is  not  the  case  at  present :  for  I 
have  been  of  late  in  as  many  counties  and 
corporations  as  any  gentleman,  I  believe, 
in  tnis  House ;  and  notwithstandinff  all  the 
arts  that  have  been  practised,  and  all  th^ 
Industry  that  has  been  used  to  give  the 
peo^e  a  bad  impression  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, I  found  the  people  in  every 
place  I  passed  through,  generally  wdl  in- 
clined towards  it ;  and  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, though  a  Septennial  one,  stands 
BO  firmly  in  the  esteem  and  aflections  of 
the  people,  that  I  dare  say  we  shall  see 
the  greatest  part  of  the  gentlemen  now  in 
this  House  re-chosen. 

Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  as  no  gentleman 
can,  I  think,  shew  me  any  inconvenience 
attending  Septennial  Parliaments  but  what 
is  imaginary,  as  a  great  many  daneerous 
inconveniences  always  iiave  attended,  and 
always  must  attend  Triennial  Parliaments ; 
and  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  nation  in 
general  is  very  far  from  desiring  a  repeal 
of  the  Sq^tennial  law,  I  am  entirely  against 
the  question. 

Mr.  Waker  Plumer  spoke  next : 

Sir  ;  I  am  not  a  little  astonished  at  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last :  that 
after  we  are  chosen,  we  are  to  give  no  at- 
tention to  our  constituents,  that  we  are 
then  to  throw  aside  all  dependance  upon 
>     them,  is  a  doctrine  I  never  before  heard  in 
this  House ;  and  I  am  the  more  surprised 
,      to  hear  it  come  ft,om  that  learned  gentle- 
\      man,  because  some  of  our  principal  law- 
books tell  us,  that,  in  ancient  times  this 
House  has  often  reftised  to  agree  to  pro- 
.posUoBS   made  hy  the   court;  for  this 


reas<m  only,  that  they  could  not  agree  to 
any  such  new  propositions,  till  they  went 
home  andccNisulted  with  their  constituents. 
For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  shall  always  give 
the  greatest  attention  to  the  sentiments  of 
those  I  represent ;  I  shall  always  have  a 
great  r^ard  for  their  interests,  and  shall 
never  think  there  is  any  danger  in  haviaf 
a  dependance  upon  them. 

Tne  learned  gentleman  asked  us.  If  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown  had  been  ex* 
tended  beyond  its  due  bounds  by  his  lati^ 
or  Ins  present  Majesty  ?  Sir,  I  do  not  say 
it  has  :  it  is  a  question  cannot  properly  b# 
answered,  nor  have  I  heard  any  such  thing 
so  much  as  insinuated  in  this  debate.  But 
I  wish  we  would  take  an  example  from 
the  crown  in  one  thing :  We  may  observe^ 
that  the  crown  never  gives  a  place  or  em- 
ployment for  life,  or  for  a  long  term  of 
years,  except  such  as  cannot  be  otherwise 
disposed  of;  and  the  reason  is  plain :  wera 
these  places  given  for  life,  the  grantee 
would  then  be  out  of  the  power  of  the 
crown,  and  consequently  would  not  have 
such  a  dependance  on  tne  crown,  as  those 

Sersons  must  have  who  enjo3r  their  placet 
urmg  pleasure  only.  In  this  the  crow» 
acts  wisely;  and  I  wish  we  woukl  folloir 
the  example  :  when  I  say  We,  I  speak  oif 
the  gentlemen  present  not  as  members 
of  this  House,  but  as  a  part  of  the  people 
of  Great-Britain:  it  would  certainly  be 
the  heupht  of  wisdom  in  the  people  tokeqp 
those  they  trust  and  employ  in  their  ser- 
vice as  much  in  their  power  as  possible.  If 
those  the  people  chose  to  represent  them 
in  this  House,  were  to  continue  in  that 
station  only  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
people,  the  representatives  would,  I  be- 
lieve, have  a  proper  regard  for  the  inr 
terests  of  the  people,  and  would  never 
think  of  throwing  on  all  dependance  upon 
them.  As  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
a  wise  step  in  the  people,  therefiN*e  I  must 
be  for  agreeing  to  every  thing  that  may 
tend  this  way;  for  this  reason  I  cannot 
but  be  for  the  present  motion ;  nay^  if 
annual  pariiaments  had  been  moved  for,  I 
should  have  been  for  the  questiont 

Another  gentleman  over  the  way  men- 
tioned to  us  the  present  situation  of  Eu*'' 
rope  ;  and  asked  us.  If  we  were  to  sit  stilly 
and  take  no  part  i  This,  Sir,  is  a  question 
that  might  be  answered,  if  they  would  le^ 
us  into  the  secret  so  far,  as  to  know  what 
is  the  present  situation  of  Europe  with 
respect  to  ourselves  ;  but  this  they  do  not 
seem  inclined  to  do.  However,  without 
B«)ch  an  insighti  I  think  I  may  say,  that  wf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


499] 


7  GBORGfi  n.        DtbaU  m  Mr.  BmOey's  Mation/ar  the        [410 


ought  to  rabd  our  own  business,  and  take 
proper  care  of  the  interests  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  but  that  we  are  not  to  «iter  head- 
long into  every  German  quanrel  that  hap- 
pens beyond  seas.  This  may  be  a  very 
proper  question,  and  probabily  wfll  come 
to  be  a  question  in  the  first  session  of  the 
'next  parliament :  In  which  case  I  hope 
those  who  have  it  in  their  power,  will  lay 
every  thin^  before  this  House,  that  may  be 
necessary  For  giving  a  proper  answer  to 
such  an  important  question.  But  how  the 
tnembers  of  next  parliament,  by  being 
thosen  for  seven  years,  should  have  in  the 
very  first  session  more  knowledge,  more 
•'wisdom,  or  more  integrity  in  the  deter- 
mining of  this  question,  than  if  they  had 
been  chosen  only  for  three,  is  what,  I 
must  confess,  I  cannot  comprehend. 

The  learned  gentleman  was  so  good  as 
^totell  nis,  that  we  had  all,  or  most  of  us, 
■by  our  bc^viour  in  this  Parliament,  esta- 
blished our  characters  so  firmly  among  the 
people,  that  most  of  us  will  be  chosen 
"again  :  if  so,  it  is  to  be  hc^ed  we  will  be- 
'haye  as  well  in  the  next,  and  then  as  many 
X>f  us  as  are  alive  may  expect  to  be  chosen 
k  ^rd  time.  And  n  we  behave  ill,  I  hope 
tio  gentleman  will  say  we  ought  to  con- 
tinue even  for  one  year^  much  less  for 
seven,  in  the  station  we  are  in,  whether 
•our  representatives  will  or  no.  This,  Sir, 
Is  as  proper  an  answer  as  can  be  made  to 
the  principal  argument  urged  against  fire- 
i^uent  elections;  which  was,  that  they 
would  distress  his  Majesty's  government, 
ted  render  the  measures  of  his  adminis- 
tration unsteady ;  for  if  the  same  members 
t>e  ujgon  a  new  election  generally  returned 
as  long  as  they  behave  well,  surely  even 
an  annual  election  could  never  distress  his 
Majesty's  government,  nor  render  his  mi- 
nisters unsteady  in  the  measures  they  pur- 
sue, at  least  as  long  as  the  members  be- 
have well  in  Parliament  And  I  hope  no 
king  will,  lam  sure  his  Majesty  never  will, 
and  I  hope  no  minister  ever  can  depend 
upon  the  ill  behaviour  of  the  members  of 
Parliament  for  the  support  of  his  govern- 
ment, or  for  the  support  of  the  measures 
he  pursues  :  I  say,  I  hope  this  case  never 
will  happen  ;  but  lest  it  should,  the  best 
^way  to  guard  against  it  is  to  have  fi^e- 
quent  elections ;  and  therefore  I  am  for 
the  question. 

Sir  JVUliam  Lotother  said: 

Sir ;  There  is  one  reason,  which  chiefly 
prcvaib  with  me  to  be  against  your 
Question  i  It  has  been  said,  that  the  prin- 


cipal motive  for  tntroducing  septennial 

rrliaments  now  no  longer  exists ;  buttfaii 
can  by  no  means  agree  with,  beoBose 
I  am  sure  the  number  of  VapktB  hm 
greatly  increased,  ever  since  the  septennial 
W  took  place :  and  as  a  true  rej^urd  for 
our  own  religion  has  in  the  saow  tune  veiy 
much  decreased,  I  am  afraid  the  popvh  ih-^ 
terest  will  daily  ^am  more  and  more  npati 
us;  and  the  transition  from  Popery  to  Jaco- 
cobitism  we  know  to  be  short  and  certam. 
Besides,  Sir,  there  has  lately  been  pid>- 
lished  in  our  weekly  papers.  An  Essay 
upon  Parties :  who  is  the  author  of  it  I  (h> 
not  know,  but  I  have  readit;  and  I  tiiink 
it  the  most  Jesuitical  performance  I  ewet 
saw :  It  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  wrote 
with  no  other  view  but  to  raise  disccmtents 
and  jealousies,  and  to  increase  the  disaftc- 
tion  to  his  Majesty's  government;  and 
therefore  I  caniiot  be  far  repealing  a  la^ 
which  greatly  strengthens  that  govenmei^ 
agamst  all  sudi  atten^ts. 

Mr.  C^o/mondi^,  member  for  Cheshire 
replied: 

Sir;  I  do  not  stand  up,  to  enter  into 
your  debate ;  but  only  to  take  notiee  of 
what  was  said  by  the  gentlenkan  who  q>oke 
last  I  do  not  know  wheiher  the  number 
of  Pi^ists  be  increased  since  the  time  he 
mentions  or  not ;  but  I  would  gladly  know 
from  him,  which  side  in  the  dections  thie 
Papists  fieivour  most  in  that  part  of  the 
country  where  he  lives  ?  For  I  can  affirm, 
that  in  ail  the  parts  of  England  whkh  I 
know,  they  generally  make  use  of  all  their 
interest  in  mvour  of  those  candidates  who 
are  recommended  by  the  ministers :  what 
may  be  their  reason  for  such  an  odd  sort 
of  conduct,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine; 
for  surely  they  do  not  imagine  that  the  only 
game  they  have  to  play  against  his  Majes- 
ty's government  is  to  support  his  mmis- 
ters. 

*   Mr.  George  Heathcate  hereupon  added : 

Sir ;  I  was  very  much  inclined  to  ffiye 
my  vote  for  the  que^<m  when  it  was  first 
moved ;  but  I  am  now  more  firmly  of  that 
opinion,  after  what  I  have  heard  firom  the 
two  honourable  gentlemen  who  spoke. 
last:    for  tf  Popery  has  gained  so  grtmt 

j  ground  in  this  nation,  since  the  passing  of 
the  septennial  law ;  and  if  the  papists  be  in 
general  such  friends  to  our  ministers,^  I  do 
not  but  that  in  next  parliament  many  pa- 
pists may  have  seats  m  this  House.    And 

!  as  some  of  our  ministers  have  been  of  late 
very  changeabte  in  thfijr  politicS|  Iil#iiqt 
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kaow  but  they  may  taice  it  in  tiirir  heads  ) 
to  diange  thenr  religkm  too :  therefore,  for  j 
fear  of  our  havingapopidi  pariiamenty  and 
some  popish  miniBters,  I  am  for  repealing 
the  septaumd  law,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
having  time  to  do  a  great  den  of  miscfaiefl 

tSir  John  Hynde  Cotton  said : 

Sir;  As  to  all  Ihe  parts  of  Ensfand  I 
know,  I  can  affirm  the  truth  of  what  my 
woithy  friend  by  me  has  said.  The  P^ 
pists  are  in  general  making  use  of  aU  their 
mterest  in  favour  of  those  candidates  who 
are  recommended  by  the  ministers ;  and 
an  Ironourable  gendeoran  on  the  floor,  who 
I  beliere  has  no  smaH  shar6  in  the  present 
adnmustration,  knows  that  one  of  that  re- 
ligion, who  is  a  sentleman  of  one  of  the 
best  and  most  ancient  fiacmiiiea  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  and  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the 
best  estates  in  it,  is  now  riding  about  the 
coontry,  adidting  votes  for  his  friends  who 
are  candklates  for  the  coon^,  or  for  any 
city  or  borough  within  the  county :  so 
that  if  there  hsA  been  of  late  an  increase 
of  popery,  it  cannot  be  siud  that  the  inte- 
rcBf  of  die  ministers  is  thereby  weakened ; 
bot  as  to  his  Majesty's  government,  I  dare 
say  that  it  cannot  be  much  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  such  friends. 

An  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
over  the  wqr  was  pleased  to  ask  us.  Sir,  if 
Ida  late  or  present  Majesty  had  ever  made 
9Btky  attempt  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  or  had  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tend anv  branch  of  ^e  prerogative  b^ond 
its  legal  boimds  ?  To  this  question,  Sir,  I 
riiaH  not  answer  one  word,  because  I  know 
the  gentleman's  office ;  but  I  shall  answer 
another  Question  asked  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman: he  asked  us,  if  I  remember  right, 
Whether  any  law  was  ever  passed  by  a 
Septennial  Parliament  that  incroached 
i^Km  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  that 
was  attended  with  an  inconvenience,  or 
was  looked  on  by  the  generality  of  the 
people  as  a  grievance  ?  As  to  the  first 
part  of  this  question,  I  must  really,  Sir, 
look  upon  the  Septennial  Law  itself  as 
•ome  sort  of  incroachment  upon  the  rights 
of  the  pec^le;  and  that  laws  I  think,  was 
gassed  by  a  parliament  which  made  itself 
Septesmial.  But  farther,  Sir,  were  ndt  the 
htws  of  treason,  as  to  trials,  altered  by 
a  Septenm'al  pariiament,  or  at  least  one 
w\n<3k  made  itself  so  ?  Hiat  law  which  had 
remained  unaltered  in  all  the  contests,  and 
the  long  wars  that  himpened  between  the 
Hoitfes  of  York  and  Lancaster,  was  alter- 
ed o^HMi  1^  trifling  insurrection  m  some  of 


the  northern  parts  of  this  kingtom :  for- 
merly every  man  was  to  be  tried  ^grajvy 
of  his  honest  neighbours,  within  the  county 
where  the  crimes  alled^ed  against  him^ 
were  said  to  have  been  committed ;  but  a 
Septennial  parliament  ordered  him  to  be 
carried  away,  and  tried  in  any  coantry 
where  the  crown,  or  radier  the  minister, 
could  find  a  jury  pi%ier  f<nr  tiieir  purpose 
and  where  the  prisoner  m%fat  not  pern^ 
be  able  to  brii^  any  witnesses  in  Ids  own 
jnstificatidilitmigm  at  least  havebeen  in- 
possible  for  him  to  bring  anv  without  a 
great  expence*  And  yet  ftrtter.  Sir,  was 
not  the  not  act  passedrby  a  Septennial  Par- 
liament ;  and  is  this  no  mcroachment 
xxfoa  ^  rights  of  t!he  peofie?  Is  it  no 
grievance  that  a  fitde  mty  justice  of  the 
peace,  Ae  meanest  and  vilest  tool  a  miiiii- 
ter  can  make  use  of,  a  tool  who,  perhaps, 
subsists  by  his  being  in  the  commission^ 
and  who  may  be  turned  out  of  that  sub* 
sistttpce  whenever  the  minister  pleas^ ;  is 
th&irl  say,  no  jgrievance  that  such  a  tool 
shodd  have  it  m  his  power,  hy  reading  a 
proclamation,  to  put  perhims  &  or  SO  of 
the  best  subjeM  m  England  td  immediate 
death,  (^without  any  trial  or  fbrm  of  tew  ? 
This  law.  Sir,  and  several  others  I  cotild ' 
name,  havebeen  passed  by  Septennial  par- 
liaments ;  to  which,  because  they  stand  yet 
unrepealed,  I  shall  not  give  the  names  I 
think  they  deserve. 

But,  Sur,  to  »sk  whether  any  laws  have 
been  passed  by  Septennial  Parliamenta, 
which  have  beien  attended  with  inconve- 
niences, or  htt^e  been  compkoned  of  as  a 
grievance,  is  a  question  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  come  from  a  gentleman  learned  in  the 
laws.  Was  not  the  fktal  South  Sea  Scheme 
in  the  year  1720,  established  by  an  act  of 
a  Septennial  Parliament,  and  can  any  man 
ask,  whether  that  law  was  attendea  with 
any  inconvenience  ?  It  was.  Sir,  the  most 
scandalous  act  that  ever  was  passed  by  any 
parliament:  if  Triennial  Parliaments  had 
then  been  in  being,  I  i(m  persuaded  it 
would  never  have  passed ;  dr  ff  it  had,  lam 
sure,  the  chief  promoters  of  it  would  have 
suffered  a  vervoi&rent  fatefrom  what  they 
did.  And,  did  not  the  same  parliament  pass 
some  clauses  in  ah  act  for  Inndering  the 
spreading  of  the  plague,  thdt  were  looked 
upon  by  the  generality  of , the  people  asso 
great  a  grievance,  andtrereso  loudly  com- 
plabed  of  by  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  na- 
tion, that  it  was  thought  proper  to  repeal 
them  in  the  very  neitt  session  of  parlia- 
ment ? 

To  the  ^orioos  catakgne  I  have  men- 
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ttoned  o^Utwv  pasted  by  Septennial  P^- 
ImoetMi  we  might  have  added  the  late 
fixciae  Bill,  if  it  had  passed  into  a 
law;  hot  thank  God,  the  Septennial 
narikttnent  was  near  e3q>iring  before  that 
nmoua  bill  was  intiDduced.  To  this  rio- 
rioos  catalogue  I  oould  add.  Sir,  not  a  few 
otfien;  but  I  will  stop  here,  till  I  hare 
heard  the  laws  I  haSPt  mentioned  justified 
by  diose  who  seem  to  be  so  much  in  love 
with  Septennial  parliaments :  and  if  thev 
can  justify  all  that  has  been  done  by  such 
parliaments,  I  now  promise  most  solemnly 
to  be  of  their  opinion ;  but  till  then  I  hope 
they  will  excuse  me,  in  being  for  the  re- 
peal cX  a  law,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has 
never  done  any  good,  which  has  produced 
u  great  deal  ot  mischief;  and  which,  I  am 
much  afraid,  will  quite  overturn  our  con- 
adtution,  if  it  continues  for  any  time  un- 
repealed. 

Sir  JbAitfamarcf*  spoke  next:    j 

Sir ;  I  am  a  good  deal  surprised  4Mbid 
that  none  of  those  gentlemen  who  usually 

*  ^  Sir  John  Barnard,  knight,  was  bora  at 
Beadinff  io  1685.  His  parents  being  quakers, 
he  was  Drought  up  at  a  school  at  Wandsworth 
in  Sorry,  appropnated  to  the  edacation  of  per- 
sons or  that  persuasioD,  and  derived  little  in- 
formation from  his  master.  In  1703,  be  qnit- 
ted  the  societv  of  qoakers,  was  baptised  by 
^.  Coropton,  bisnop  of  London,  and  continoed  a 
j  member  of  the  established  eborcb.  He  rose 
1  into  eminence,  solely  by  his  indeActij^able  as- 
\  sidoity  in  business  and  biffb  integnty  in  his 
mercantile  transactions.  He  bad  attained  his 
:)6tb  year,  when  he  first  attracted  the  public 
notice,  and  on  an  occasion  wholly  nnsougbt  by 
himself.  A  bill  greativ  affecting  the  wine 
trade,  had  passed  tbrougn  the  House  of  C!om- 
mons,  and  was  depending  in  the  unper  House. 
The  principal  merchants,  who  woulfl  have  been 
;  injured  by  the  operation  of  tne  bill,  united  in 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  lords,  praying  to  be 
beard  against  it,  by  themsehres  or  counsel. 
Their  retreat  bebg  granted,  Mr.  Barnard, 
without  his  knowledge,  was  selected  as  the 
fittest  person  to  prove  the  grievance,  and  to 
answer  every  objection  to  the  j^tion.  Through 
•ome  unaccountable  n^igenoe  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  business,  till  the  afternoon 
before  he  was  to  be  heard  by  the  peers.  This 
•higolar  disadvantage,  when  it  came  to  be 
known,  made  his  speech  appear  the  more  ex- 
traordinary. By  me  extent  of  bis  acquaint- 
ance with  commerce,  and  the  perspicuity  and 
fbrce  of  his  reasoning,  accompanied  with  a  be- 
coming modesty,  he  contributed  in  so  biffh  a 
dmree  to  carry  the  point  aimed  at,  that  au  the 
petitioners  considered  themselves  as  principally 
indebted  to  his  talents  for  their  success.'' 
[Biognphia  Britaanica.]    This  instance  of  his 


have  a  great  Awt%  in  our  debates,  seem 
inclined  to  take  any  share  in  this.  I  hope 
they  will  allow  it  to  be  a  quostion  of  some 
consequence  to  their  country ;  and  if  ti 
should  be  carried  in  the  affirmative,  some 
of  them  rosy  perii^M  find  it  a  questkm  of 
some  consequence  to  themselves.  I  wfll 
venture  to  say,  that  I  have  not  heaida 
question  better  supported  on  one  side,  and 
less  said  against  it  on  the  other,  by  the  geii- 
tlemen  who  have  already  spoken  since  I 
sat  in  pariiament ;  and  I  now  stand  up^ 
not  that  I  think  any  thing  needfiil  to  be 
added  to  what  has  been  said  in  support  ai 
it,  but  diat  I  cannot  think  of.lettmg  a 
ouestion  go,  in  the  success  of  whi£  I 
tnink  the  hiqppiness  of  my  country  so 
deeply  concerned,  without  my  joining  with 
other  eentlemen  m  shewing  all  the  regard 
for  it  mat  lies  in  my  power. 

An  honourable  and  learned  gentlenum 
has  indeed  advanced  a  doctrine  which  I 
think  altogether  new :  that  we  are  to  have 
DO  further  dependence  <m  our  electors  after 
we  have  taken  our  seats  in  this  House.; 


abilities  rendered  bim  so  ooo^icoous  and  po« 
pular,  that  he  was  put  up  as  a  member  for 
London,  without  the  smallest  solicitation  on 
bis  part,  and  chosen  in  the  warmest  contest 
ever  known  in  tbat  city.  Hb  pariiamentarj 
abilities  were  aoknowledsed  by  all ;  and  wj 
none  more  than  by  sir  Rmiert  Walpole,  whose 
measures  he  almost  uniformly  opposed.  To 
his  talents  as  a  speaker,  he  paid  a  due  eolo^ 
gium.  As  he  was  riding  out  with  a  party^ 
some  persons  were  overheard  talking  on  mar 
other  side  of  a  narrow  lane,  the  hedge  of  which 
concealed  them  from  view.  One  of  the  party 
saying,  whose  voice  is  that?  sir  Robert  re- 
plied :  do  you  not  Imow !  it  is  ohe  which  I 
never  shaH  forget.  I  have  often  feh  its  powei^ 
On  meetin|f  at  the  end  of  the  lane,  adkls  the 
biographer,  sir  Robert  Walpole  vrith  that  en- 
chanting courtesy  be  possessed,  saluting  Mr. 
Barnard,  told  bim  what  bad  passed.  The  mi« 
nister  fre^uendy  used  to  rally  his  sons  who 
were  praising  the  speeches  of  Piilteoey,  Pitt, 
Littleton,  and  others,  by  saying  yon  may  crj 
up  their  speeches  if  you  please,  but  when  I 
have  answered  sir  John  Barnard,  and  lord  Piol* 
warth,  I  think  I  have  concluded  the  debate. 
In  1798,  he  itfas  cbofren  alderman,  and  in  1fS7, 
knrd  mayor  of  London.  He  represented  the 
city  of  Londpn  five  successive  pariiamenta* 
In  1758,  the  infirmities  of  old  age  increasing, 
he  resigned  his  alderman's  gown;  and  soott  ' 
afterwards  retired  from  pubhc  business  to  his 
villa  at  Clapham  in  Suny,  where  he  died  in 
1764,  aged  79."    Coxe»s  Walpole. 

<<  The  next  person  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  1  snail  mentioii,  and  gave  much 
distanhance  there  to  sir  Robert  Walpoleand  hia 
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9S]r»  that  a  dependance  xupcn  them  would 
be  more  dai^rous  than  a  dependance  on 
the  crown.  This,  Sir,  b  really,  in  my  opi* 
von,  something  very  new ;  though  that 
mtfleman  may  peihaps  like  the  one  hotter 
Sian  the  other,  yet  I  shall  alwi^s  look 
npon  a  dependance  on  the  people  of  Eng- 
koid,  or  even  upon  theme  I  represent,  to 

administratioD,  was  one  of  the  membeni  for  the 
city  of  LondoD,  and  the  most  eminent  man 
among  them  ;  not  for  fortune,  which  be 
aeem^  to  hare  no  appetite  for,  beyond  a  com- 
petency for  hb  rank  and  lasbion,  which  was 
tiMt  of  a  mercfaaat  by  nrofession  (though  of  no 
aatgusive  dealings^  and  of  the  great  offices  in 
ibt  dly,  all  of  wnicfa  he  had  passed  through ; 
but  his  oonsidfration  arose  irom  his  own  in« 
trinsic  worth  and  abilities,  unassisteil  by  any 
coDateral  adrantages  whatsoever.  For  be  bad 
neither  birth,  alliances,  riches,  or  stations  in  the 
fforemment  to  forward  him,  but  was  himself, 
u  erer  any  man  was,  the  worker  out  of  bis  true 
lame.  Nor  had  he  the  advantages  of  learning, 
fau^^uage,  or  manner  to  ornament  or  set  off 
his  natural  or  acquired  endowments,  the  btter 
ff  which  lay  chieiBy  in  the  knowledge  of  trade, 
lis  foundation  and  extent,  and  of  the  whole 
circle  of  taxes,  funds,  money,  and  credit  In 
all  which  he  bad  more  sagacity,  acuteness, 
force,  and  closeness  of  argumentation,  better 
and  more  practicable  notions,  than  almost  any 
nuui  T  erer  knew,  with  a  disinterestedness  as^ 
to  himself,  that  no  temptation  of  the  greatest 

E»fit  or  very  high  stations  ^for  such  be  might 
ve  had)  coul4  nave  drawn  nim  irom  the  very 
retired  and  hamble  life  he  generally  chose  to 
lead,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  his  health,  but 
the  content  of  his  mind  in  a  moderate  habita- 
tion, in  a  neighbouring  village  to  London,  from 
whence  he  only  came,  as  be  was  occasionally 
called  to  any  business  of  importance  in  the  city  ; 
or  in  parliament ;  in  the  first  of  which,  be  was  . 
a  ^rc»t  magbtrate,  and  in  the  other,  of  true  : 
weight  and  influence.    He  was  besides,  of  a  i 
very  regular  and  relk^ious  life,  without  show  | 
or  afSwtation,  as  in  bis  public  deportment,  he 
seemed  to  have  made  the  best  principles  of  i 
both  parties,  to  be  the  guide  of  bis  political  ' 
acting :   so  that  he  was  in  truth,  one  of  the  I 
greatest  examples  of  private,  and  in  general,  | 
of  public  virtue  that  this  age  has  produced ;  . 
Aid  bad  a  popularity  arising  from  that,  which, 
tbof^^  he  did  not  court  or  cherish  in  the  way 
it  is  usually  got  and  kept  up,  was  more  um- 
rersal  and  lasting,  than  that  of  any  man  of  his 
time,  manifesting  itself  in  calm  and  real  in- 
stancxv  of  esteem,  and  not  in  noise  and  riot, 
which  he  himself  would  have  been  the  first  to 
suppress.     (i764)  He  is  lately  dead  in  full 
pMession  or  this  true  fame. 

**  After  so  much  of  the  character  of  sir  John 
Bsroard,  it  cannot  ba  supposed  that  in  his  op- 
potttions  to  sir  B(A»ett  Wal^le,  be  was  at  all 
'  by  the  9gmi  of  iaatieDj  aair  do  I  ba« 


be  Icaa  dangerous  and  more  boneurablev , 
than  a  dependance  on  the  crown ;  and  J  ' 
Tahie  mjraelf  more  on  the  honour  I  hare 
had  of  sitting  here  for  two  parliaments,  as 
one  of  the  repreaentatiTes  or  the  people  of 
England,  and  by  the  free  and  uncorrupted 
choice  of  those  I  represent,  than  I  should 
do  on  the  greatest  honours  Ihe  crown  caa 


lieve  be  was,  or  that  be  ever  entered  with  the 
others  into  any  formed  design  to  ruin  or  re- 
move him.  however  he  might  wish  the  latter, 
from  the  then  dislike  he  seraied  to  have  of  the 
principles  of  bis  administration,  espeeia^' 
after  the  fiunoos  attempt  of  sir  Robert  WalpoM 
to  turn  the  collection  of  some  of  the  IntMid 
duties  into  an  excise,  which  sir  John  Barnard 
had  much  contributed  to  defeat ;  and  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole's  manner  of  debating  a  scheme*, 
the  other  had  proposed,  to  reduce  the  interest< 
of  the  public  dd>t  to  3  per  cent,  of  both  which 
I  shall  speak  more  particularly  very  soon. 
And  here  it  must  be  confessed,  that  bis  oppos- 
ing the  measures  of  the  government  was  more 
constant  ,and  settled,  and  bad  more  of  intem- 
perance in  it  towards  «r  Robert  Walpole,  than 
can  seem  well  to  consist  with  the  descriptiou  | 
have  before  given  of  this  gentleman. 

**  But  among  all  bis  neat  <||ualities  he  bad 
some  blemishes,  rather  from  bis  constitution* 
however,  than  his  will  and  design.  He  was  of 
a  very  warm  temper,  too  soon  wrought  up  to 
passion,  and  when  under  that  operation,  was 
ofVen  deprived  of  bis  judgment,  and  even  of  bia 
mnial  discernment  He  was  fikewise  too  per* 
severing  and  tenacious  of  his  opinions,  and 
when  in  the  wrong,  would  shift  and  refine,  and 
subtilize  so  much  to  save  himself  in  his  de- 
puting, that,  in  some  instances,  with  those,  who 
did  not  know  him  well,  it  created  some  unkind 
suspicions  of  his  sincerity  ;  but  all  tbatf-I  am 
satisfied,  was  more  owing  to  the  narrowness  of 
the  company  be  kept,  and  the  lead  be  alwaya 
bad  in  their  conversations,  which  usually  be* 
gets  impatience  of  contradiction,  and  a  love  of 
disputing  for  the  sake  of  victory,  than  to  any 
fixed  intention  of  imposing  upon  or  deceiving 
bis  audience.  He  h%d  also  that  rc^rd  for  tha 
city  of  London,  and  the  profession  of  mer* 
chants,  and  that  warmth  for  their  hiterests,  and 
indeed  for  every  person  he  undertook  to  serve, 
that  on  some  occasions,  it  has  threw  him  into 
partialities  for  them  that  be  himsdf  miffbt  not 
perceive,  though  every  body  else  did.  He  was 
not,  perhaps,  without  bis  vanity  too,  and  that 
might  carry  him  into  a  desire  of  trying  bis 
skill  with  sir  Robert  Walpole  in  those  matters 
in  which  he  was  thought  to  have  no  eoual,  and 
to  be  sure,  he  ha4  none,  unless  sir  John  Bar- 
nard was  the  man ;  I  mean  in  the  business  of 
money  and  credit,  and  in  this,  it  vras  that  bo 
chiefly  affected  and  hurt  sir  Rob^  though 
seldom  with  any  real  superiority."  Speaker 
Onslow's  Remarks  on  the  Coaduct  of  Oppo-^ 
sition:  Costa's  Waipela« 
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bestow.  Indeed,  if  I  h^d  obtmned  ray 
•eat  hew  by  bribery,  or  by  the  iUe^  and 
corrupt  innuence  of  any  great  minister,  I 
ahould  look  upon  it  in  a  very  different 
light;  I  thoula  lode  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
most  disgraceful  stations  I  could  be  in. 

It  has  been  affirmed  by  several  gentle- 
men, who  have  spoken  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  that  the  longer  parliaments  | 
contmued,  the  less  influence  the  crown 
had  upon  them ;  and  for  a  proof  of  this, 
they  have  instanced  the  long  parliament 
in  king  Charles  the  second's  reign.  The 
sam^  gentlem^i  have  likewise  asserted, 
that  'biennial  parliaments  would  distress 
his  Majesty's  government :  how  these  two 
assertions  are  compatible,  I  leave  to  the 
gentlemen  themselves  to  explain ;  for  to 
me  It  appears  impossible  that  ooth  can  be 
true :  because  if  the  crown  has  always  the 
less  influence  in  a  parliament  the  longer  it 
contmuii,  surely  tne  shortening  the  time 
of  its  duration  cannot  distress  any  king's 
government.  But  as  to  the  long  parlia* 
ment  in  king  Charles's  time,  though  they 
did  not  towards  the  end  shew  the  same 
pervile  compliance  that  they  had  done  for 
many  years  before ;  yet  it  is  plain,  that 
the  crown  thought  tliat  parliament  fitter. 
for  the  purposes  of  the  court  at  that  time, 
than  tney  could  expect  any  new  parlia- 
■lent  chosen  by  the  people  to  be ;  other- 
wise, as  the  king  haa  it  in  his  power,  he 
wouid  certainly  have  dissolved  them  much 
sooner ;  and  ii  tiiat  lonff  parliament  really 
deserved  die  name  usudly  given  to  it,  we 
must  conclude,  that  their  non-compliance 
9)i  l^st  was  not  owing  to  their  virtue,  or 
m  want  of  inclination  -to  receive,  but  to  a 
want  of  power  in  the  crown  to  give.  The 
people  were  not  then  accustomed  to  bear 
such  heavy  burdens,  as  they  do  at  present; 
the  revenues  oi  the  crown  were  not  so 
large,  nor  the  posts  and  places  at  the  dis 
posal  of  the  crown  so  numerous;  there 
was  not  such  a  numerous  standing  army 
to  support  the  parliament,  in  case  tney  had 
gone  on  in  the  same  servile  method ;  and 
as  the  comphunto  of  the  people  grew  loud 
and  clamorous,  as  there  was  httle  to  be  got, 
and  a  great  deal  to  be  apprehended,  by  the 
continuance  of  a  servile  compliance,  it  is 
Tery  probable  that  these  were  the  true 
reasons  of  that  parliament's  becoming^  at 
last  so  restive ;  and  if  tbe  nation  was  now 
in  the  same  state  it  was  at  that  time,  I 
idiould  not  be  half  so  much  afraid  of  Sep- 
tennud  parliamenta  as  I  think  I  have  new 
good^reason  to  be. 

The  anim psitiies,  dispilesi  and  division 


about  electicms,  have  been  s^  in  dte  most 
dreadful  light,  and  have  been  represented 
as  so  great  an  inconvenience,  that  we  ought 
to  run  the  risk  of  having  our  constitution 
overturned,  rather  tb^n  sid)mit  to  it. 
But,  Sir,  can  it  he  imagined  that  there 
would  be  the  same  cooHention  for  a  seat  in 
parliament,  which  was  to  continue  but  for 
one  year,  or  even  for  three,  that  there  is 
for  one  which  is  to  continue  for  seven : 
the  example  of  the  city  df  London  plainly 
shews  us  the  contrary.  As  the  common- 
councilmen,  and  a  great  many  other  of- 
ficers in  the  city  are  chosen  annuaUy,  I 
have  had  occasion  to  be  often  pifesent  at 
these  annual  elections,  and  never  could 
find  that  they  were  attended  with  any 
^reat  heats  and  animosities,  or  with  any 
mconvenience ;  for  afler  the  election  is 
over,  the  contending  parties  go  home,  and 
live  in  the  same  friendship  they  did  be- 
before  :  and  I  am  convincea  the  case  would 
be  the  very  same,  if  annual  elections  for 
members  of  this  House  were  restored. 
The  same  man  might  perhaps  be  continued 
and  re-chosen  every  ^ear  tor  many  years 
together,  probably  without  any  dispute  or 
opposition ;  but  his  being  liable  every  year 
to  be  turned  out,  wouM  be  a  continual 
check  upon  his  behaviour,  and  would  make 
him  stuay  the  interests  of  the  people,  in* 
stead  of  pursuing  only  some  private  and 
selfish  views  of  his  own. 

Even  as  elections  stand  at  present,  there 
would  be  no  such  contentions,  nor  any 
such  heats  and  animosities  as  we  hear  of, 
if  they  were  entirely  left  to  gentlemen  who 
have  a  natural  interest  in  the  place :  ii^ 
such  case,  if  a  candidate  found  himself  de- 
fisated  by  fair  means  only,  and  merely  bv 
the  superior  mterest  of  his  antagonist,  it 
would  not  raise  his  indignation,  it  would 
occasion  no  heats  or  animosities,  he  would 
wait  with  patience  for  a  new  importunity, 
and  in  the  mean  time  would  endeavour  to 
recommend  himself  to  his  country  by  acts 
of  hospitality  and  benevolence.  .It  is  mi- 
nisters of  state  intermeddling  in  elections; 
it  Is  election-brokers,  and  such  dealers  in 
corruption,  that  occasion  all  the  heats  and 
animosities  we  have :  for  when  a  gentle* 
man,  of  a  great  natural  interest,  sees  hia 
electors  obliged  by  power,  or  bribed  by 
money  to  vote  against  him,  perhaps  in  fii* 
vour  of  an  utter  stranger,  it  cannot  but 
raise  his  indignation :  it  may  indeed  justly 
raise  his  utmost  fury  and  revenge. 

it  k  certain.  Sir,  that  if  the  people  werff 
entirely  left  to  themselves  they  wouid^ 
without  much  cont€Siti<m^  always  okus* 
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Ilio0e  gtoUeineB,  who,  by  having  large 
properties  of  their  own,  might  be  reason- 
ably supposed  to  be  such  as  would  take 
the  best  care  of  the  properties  of  their 
fellow-subjects.  But  it  the  people  should 
ever  besin  to  see  their  representatives 
making  their  seats  in  parliament  places  of 
profit,  and  bartering  tneir  votes  and  their 
behaviour  in  parliament  for  posts,  places 
ttid  pensions,  the  people  will  soon  follow 
the  example  of  their  representatives,  and 
will  insist  upon  sharing  with  them  in  the 
profits.  Thus  by  degrees,  the  minds  of 
the  people  will  be  debaudied  ;  tliey  will 
be  brought  to  think,  that  the  selling  their 
votes  at  elections  is  no  crime,  the  repre- 
sentatives who  buy  their  seats  must  sell 
their  votes ;  and  at  last,  all  regard  for  the 
public  good  will  be  generally  laid  aside  by 
all  sorts  of  men.  The  only  effectual 
method.  Sir,  of  preventing  this  fatal  ef- 
fect, is  to  restore  annual  elections ;  for 
then  it  would  be  impossible,  even  for  the 
treasury  itself  (if  ever  the  public  money 
should  come  to  be  so  misapplied)  to  issi^ 
yearly,  sums  of  money  sufficient  to  ^et 
the  better  of  the  natural  interest,  which 
country  gentlemen  always  have  in  the 
places  where  they  and  their  families  have 
periiaps  for  many  generations  resided. 
The  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that 
none  but  country  gentlemen,  and  those 
who  have  a  natural  interest  in  the  place, 
will  ever  appear  as  candidates ;  and  thus 
neither  the  morals  of  the  people  will  be 
debauched,  nor  their  properties  plundered, 
nor  their  liberties  destroyed  by  those  elec- 
tion-brokers and  ministerial  agents,  or 
their  candidates,  who  never  can  be  em- 
ployed or  set  up  but  for  such  base  pur- 
poses. 

As  for  our  credit  abroad,  which,  it  is 
pretended.  Septennial  Parliaments  very 
much  contribute  to,  I  think  it  is  evident, 
that  it  has  been  sinkin^ever  since  the  Sep- 
tennial law  took  place ;  which  confirms 
what  was  justly  observed  by  an  honourable 
gentleman,  that  the  credit  of  the  nation 
among  foreigners  does  not  depend  upon 
the  length  or  shortness  of  our  parliaments, 
but  upon  that  correspondence  and  con- 
fidence which  ought  always  to  be  kept  up 
between  the  king  and  his  people.  1  will 
not  say  that  this  decay  of  our  credit  abroad 
has  been  altogether  owing  to  the  Sep- 
tennial law  ;  but  I  dare  say,  if  #br  par- 
liaments had  not  been  Septennial,  they 
would  probably,  before  now,  have  en- 
quired into  the  conduct 'of  those  who 
have  been  the  causes  of  this  decay ;  and 
[VOL.   IX.] 


whatever  reasoi^  the  decay  of  our  credit 
among  foreigners  may  have  been  owing  to^ 
it  is  now  come  to  so  low  ah  ebb,  that  we 
really  seem  to  have  almost  none  to  lose. 
This,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  seems  to  be  our 
case  at  present;  and  as  I  think  nothing 
can  so  effectually  restore  our  credit  abroad, 
as  the  restoring  our  constitution  at  home, 
I  shall  therefore  give  my  vote,,  for  the 
question. 

Sir  William  Yonge  stood  up,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Sir;  I  assure  you,  I  did  not  sit  still  bc« 
cause  1  thought  much  had  been  said  .in 
this  debate  upon  one  side  of  the  question, 
and  nothing  upon  the  other;  but  because . 
after  what  haa  been  offered  by  my  worthy 
firiend  under  the  gallerv,  who  spoke  early 
in  the  debate,  and  the  honourable  and 
leame^dffentleman  whospoke  some  time  ago . 
against  Uie  question,  I  thought  it  might  be . 
looked  on  as  a  vanity  in  me  to  pretend  to 
add  any  thinff  to  wliat  had  been  said :  In- 
deed I  am  stul  of  the  same  opinion,  an^ 
should  have  continued  in  my  resolution  of 
not  giving  you  any  trouble  this  day,  had 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way  thrown  out  what  I  take  to  be  a  very 
uncandid  reflection  upon  my  honourable 
and  learned  friend. 

My  learned  friend  happened  to  make 
an  observation,  which  I  still  think  a  very 
just  one ;  he  said,  that  after  we  are  re- 
turned and  have  taken  oiur  seats  in  this 
House,  we  ought  not  any  longer  to  have  a . 
dependence  upon  those  we  represent. 
This  the  honourable  gentleman  laid  hold 
of,  he  not  only  called  it  a  new  and  a  very 
extraordinary  doctrine ;  but  he  dropt  an 
expression  such  as  I  think  ought  not  tob» 
made  use  of  in  this  House :  As  to  the  ob- 
servation made  by  my  learned  friend,  he 
certainly  meant,  and  I  believe  almost  every 

fentleman  understood  him,  that  after  w«» 
ave  taken  our  seats  in  thla  House  >>we 
ought,  every  one  of  us,  to  look  upon  our- 
selves as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Uie 
whole  body  of  the  Commons  of  England, 
and  ought  not  to  have  any  particular  bias 
for  the  county,  city  or  borough  we  reprer 
sent.  This,  Sir,  is  so  far  from  bein^  a 
doctrine  very  extraordinary,  or  altogeUier 
new,  that  I  wish  every  gentleman  in  this 
House  would  make  it  a  standing  rule  for 
his  conduct;  for  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  there  are  some  gentlemen  m  the  House 
who  on  many  occasions  confine  their 
thoughts  too  much  to  theparticular  countY» 
city,  or  borough  they  represent;  but  surely 
[2G] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


451] 


7  OEOROE  tl.        Debate  en  Mr.  Brcmle^s  MaAm/ar  the        [4e59 


they  muBtbe  sensible,  Aat  many  things 
may  happen  in  parliament  which  may  m 
for  the  interest  of  the  nation  in  general, 
though  tn^  m^  not  perhaps  (jnaorate  so 
escactly  with  the  psurticular  mterest  of 
London,  Bristol,  Lhrerpool  or  other  like 
cHy ;  and  in  sach  a  case  the  gentlemen 
must  surely  grant,  thai  as  memlMrs  of  this 
HoOso,  wy  ought  to  drop  not  only  th w 
dependence  upon,  but  even  their  concern 
fortheparticulap  city  they  represent,  in 
order  to  concur  with  the  rest  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  this  House,  in  what  they  judge  to 
be  for  the  general  interest  of  the  nation. 

lliis,  Sir,  I  thought  mrself  obliged  to 
say  in  Tindici^on  of  my  learned  mend ; 
but  as  to  the  question  itself,  I  shall  give 
you  but  very  little  trouble :  for  though  I 
must  do  the  gentlemen  who  introduced 
this  motion  t^a  justice  to  own,  Aat  they 
did  it  with  as  much  candour,  and  in  as 
pretty  a  manner,  as  I  ever  heard  any  mies- 
tkm  introduced  in  this  House,  yet  all  the 
ai^uments  they  made  use  of  were  so  fiilly 
answered,  and  the  objections  against 
their  motion  stated  in  so  dear  a  light,  by 
the  two  worthy  gentlemen  who  spoke  first 
i^inst  their  motion,  that  I  cannot  agree 
to  it :  and  indeed,  as  I  believe  -we  owe  the 
happiness  of  having  the  present  royal 
iamdy  upon  the  throne,  and  the  liberty  of 
debating  any  question  in  this  House,  chiefly 
to  the  Septennial  Law,  I  shall  never  agree 
to  the  repeal  of  that  law,  without  seeing 
mudi  stronger  reasons  fbr  it  than  any  I 
have  hitherto  heard  o&red. 

One  of  the  great  inconvaiiences  said  to 
attend  Septenmal  Farlittnents  is,  that  theyr 
heighten  and  increase  those  heats  and  am- 
mosities  which  are  usually  raised  among 
the  people  about  the  time  of  elections; 
but  din  I  cannot  agree  to,  because  it  i^ 
wdl  known  that  those  heats  and  animosi- 
ties rose  to  as  ^reat  a  height,  nay  to  a 
much  greater  heiffht,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  Triennial  Parliaments,  than  they 
ever  did  since  that  time ;  from  whence  we 
may  observe,  that  the  violence  of  those 
heats  and  animosities  does  not  depend  upon 
the  quick  or  the  slow  return  of  elections, 
but  upon  the  temper  of  the  people  at  the 
time.  In  every  nation. there  arises  some- 
times a  general  ferment  among  the  people, 
sometimes  without  any  visible  cause,  said 
often  from  causes  that  are  in  themselves 
unjust :  in  this  nation,  if  an  flection  for  a 
new  parliament  should  come  on  when  the 
nation  is  in  any  such  ferment,  the  heats 
and  animosities  at  that  time  would  certainly 
become  extremely  violent,  nay  so  violent, 


as  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  Iub^oki  ; 
and  if  we  had  Annual  or  even  Triennial 
Parliaments,  no  such  ferment  could  ever 
happen  but  what  would  probably  be  at- 
tended with  an  election,  by  which  the  na- 
tion might  be  involved  m  such  frequent 
disorders  and  Confusions,  as  might  at  last 
make  us  j/l  prey  for  soaie  foreign  enemy  ; 
which  hi  my  opinion,  is  a  4aBger  much 
more  to  be  apprehended,  than  any  danger 
our  Constitution  can  be  in  from  having  oar 
Parliaments  Septennial. 

Another  inconvenience  is,  that  Sep- 
tennial Parliam^its  increase  and  give  en- 
couragements to  bribery  and  corruptioiu 
That  there  is  bribery  ana  corruption,  that 
there  always  has  be^  bribery  andcomip*^ 
tion,  is  a  met  I  shall  not  dispute :  but,  Sur, 
that  the  increase  or  decrease  of  ^lat  vice 
depends  upon  thefreouent  or  the  rare  return 
of  elections,  is  what  i  cannot  agree  to;  for 
I  am  convinced  it  will  always  depend  up<»i 
the  virtue  of  the  people  in  general,  and  the 
-humour  they  happen  to  be  in  at  the  time. 
I  wii^  bribery  and  corruption  of  all  kinds 
could  be  prev^ited;  but  the  evil  I  am 
afraid  is  inevitable:  for  notwithstanding  the 
many  express  laws  against  it,  notwithsUmd* 
ing  die  severe  law  made  but  a  little  while 
ago  for  preventing  it,  yet  we  find  that 
nMSthods  nave  been  contrived  for  evading 
aU  those  laws,  either  by  giving  great  oi* 
t^rtainment  and  great  plenty  of  victuals, 
or  by  some  more  secret  and  corrupt  prac-^ 
tioes,  so  that  the  only  way  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  this  evil,  is  to  preserve  the  virtue 
oi  the  people,  apd  I  believe  ihe  best 
way  to  preserve  the  virtue  ofthepeofte 
is  to  give  them  as  few  c^pcnrtunities  as 
possS^e  for  being  vicious  :  from  when<^ 
I  must  conclude,  that  for  obviating  this  ^ 
inconvenience,  Septennial  Parliaments  are 
better  than  Triennial. 

If  so  many  and  so  great  inconveni^icea 
have  been  relt  all  over  the  natimifrom 
Septennial  Parliaments,  if  to  great  com- 
l^aints  have  been  made,  it  is  very  strange 
Sir,  that  no  attempt  has  been  made,  ever 
since  the  passing  of  that  law,^for  the  I'^epeal 
of  it;  but  the  time  now  chosen  for  making 
that  attempt,  shews  plainly  with  in^iat  view 
it  is  made :  it  is  now  the  last  sesst<Mi  of  a 
Parliament,  a  new  election  must  soon 
come  on,  and  as  this  motion  has  an  ap- 
pearance of  popularity  among  the  meaner 
sort  of  electors,  it  may  be  of  service  to 
some  gentlemen  at  the  next  elections: 
and  as  to  the  contentions  about  these  elec- 
tions beginning  ^o  early,  I  do  not  Jknow  by 
whom  tbey  irere  begim,  but  I  belieye  Aey 
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have  been  set  cm  foot  <m  purpose  to  for- 
lush  sentlemen  with  furgum^its  in  this 
day's  aebate ;  and  an  honourable*  genUe- 
man  has  accordingly  taken  hold  of  it,  and 
has  made  use  of  those  contentions  so  early 
begun,  as  an  argument  against  Septennial 
FSarliamoits* 

Another  honourablegentleman  has  given 
us  a  glorious  catalogue,  as  he  was  pleased 
to  caU  it,  of  laws  passed  by  S^»tennial  Par* 
liaments ;  but  I  think  he  ought  in  a  par<^ 
ticalar  manner  to  havegui^ded  agsunst 
patting  the  Riot  Act  into  that  catalogue,  finr 
ne  knows  it  was  founded  on  the  same  mo« 
live  with  the  SeptenniaL  It  was  absolute* 
ly  necessarv  for  the  safety  of  the  govern- 
Bsent,  and  had  it  not  been  for  some  exe* 
cutions  in  Fleet-street,  in  consequence  of 
that  act,  I  am  persuaded  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  to  have  preserved  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom  at  that  time:  and  I  must 
say,  diat  it  is  somewhat  very  strange  to 
iMsar  gentlemai  arguing  against  oonten- 
ti<ms  and  riots  at  elaedons,  and  at  the  same 
time  complainiag  of  that  law  which  was 
VMide  fiir  preventing  of  riots  upon  any  oc- 
casion. As  to  die  &w  for  regulating  trials 
in  cases  of  treason,  there  "was  never  a  more 
reasonable  lawpaned  in  parliament :  is  it 
not  at  all  times  abeokitely  inconsistent 
in^the  safety  of  die  government:  nay 
IS  it  not  in  itsm  ridiculous,  thatrdbela^and 
traitors  should  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  their 
own  friends  and  rdations,  embariced  in 
the  same  wicked  designs,  and  as  much 
disa&cted  to  the  government  as  the  pri- 
soners at  the  bar?  Can  itbe  expected  that 
such  a  jury  will  ever  &id  the  prisoners 
^ittlty  ?  And  therefore  when  whole  coun- 
ties had  rebdled,  what  could  have  been 
more  reasonable,  than  the  sendinjo^  the 
rebds  of  those  counties  to  be  tr£ed  in 
other  counties,  where  an  hoiaest  and  a  dis- 
ii^rested  junr  mig^  be  fouim ;  and  as  diat 
kw  was  on^ed  to  the  rebels  then  hi  cus- 
tody, or  such  as  should  be  taken  whhina 
^ort  time  after,  I  am  surprised  to  hear  it 
fimnd  fhult^trith. 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  diat  the  nation 
in  general  desires  the  repea)  of  the  Sep- 
tenniai  law,  and  that  instrucfions  Have 
been  sent  ira  to  several  members  for  that 
purpose.  As  to  the  desires  of  die  nation 
m  general,  it  is  a  feet  not  easy  to  be  de- 
termmed;  I  do  not  khow  but  the  mob,  I 
mean  such  as  have  no  business  with  elec- 
tions, may  generally  desire  the  repeal  of 
tfai^  law,  because  mey  would  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  ^tinff  drunk,  com- 
mitdng  fiotB,iaid  living  idty,much  oftcsier 


than  they  have  at  present ;  but  as  to  all 
those  who  have  any  right  to  vote  at  elec^ 
tions,  I  am  convinced  the  generality  of 
them  desire  no  such  thing.  And  as  for 
those  instructions  that  may  have  been  sent 
up  to  members,  no  man  u  ignorant  how 
they  are  usually  obtained :  I  saw  a  copy  of 
one  of  them  lately  in  one  of  our  evening 
news-papers,  and  by  the  stile  of  it  I  may 
leave  any  gentleman  to  judge,  what  sort 
of  persons  they  were  who  sent  it,  or  rather 
obtained  its  being  sent.  As  the  memory 
of  king  William  wiU  always,  titey  know, 
be  reverenced  in  England,  by  all  those, 
who  are  attached  to  the  true  interest  of 
their  country,  these  instructions  take  par** 
ticular  notice,  that  the  Triennial  law  was 
passed  in  the  reign  of  our  great  deliverer^ 
lung  William,  of  glorious  and  immortal 
memory ;  but  does  not  every  man^  who 
has  read  the  history  of  his  reign,  know» 
that  diat  law  was  promoted  by  those  who 
were  perhaps  friends  to  the  revdution, 
but  enemies  to  the  then  administration, 
co-operating  with  those  who  were  e&eimes 
to  bathe     . 

In  short.  Sir,  the  Septennial  law,  as 
well  as  the  Riot  Act,  was  paalsed  fbr  the 
safety  and  establishment  of  the  present 
government ;  and,  as  I  think  b  my  con- 
science, the  repeal  of  either  of  them  wouki 
oddanaer  the  government,  I  am  therefore 
heartily  against  yoifir  question. 

Sir  WilUam  Wyndham  replied : 

Sir ;  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  in  vindicating,  as  he  called  it, 
his  learned  friend,  ihrew^out  a  very  unfair 
reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  a  worthy 
gentleman  under  die  gallery,  whose  bdia- 
viour  in  pariiameiH  I  Imve  been  a  witness  of, 
and  I  can  say  without  flattery  it  has  been  aa 
even  and  as  honourable  as  the  behaviour  of 
any  gendeman  in  tins  House ;  and  if  the 
hoiMnirable  gentleman  thinks  odierwise,  I 
daresay  he  is  single  in  his  opinion  :  he  is^ 
I  believe,  the  <mly  man,  either  in  the 
House  or  out  of  it,  who  thinks  so ;  I  widi 
the  behavioor  of  every  other  gendeman, 
I  will  not  say  in  this,  but  in  former  parlia- 
ments, had  been  as  unexceptionable  ;  for 
if  it  luul,  I  am  very  sure  we  should  have 
had  no  occasion  for  this  day's  debate. 

The  observation  made  by  the  learned 
gendeman,  which  the  honourable  ^nde- 
man  took  up  so  much  time  to  explam,  was 
without  exception;  it  was  just,it  wasplahi, 
and  therefore  wanted  neither  an  exfuana* 
tion  nor  a  vindication  :  but,  Sir,  whiEit  the 
w(»diy  gendeaaan  wider  the  galldry,  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


455] 


7  GEORGE  II.         Debate  on  Mr.  BrmleyU  Motion  for  the         [456 


others  as  well  as  he,  took  notice  of,  was  an 
expression  that  fell  from  the  learned  gen- 
tleman, I  dare  say,  without  design  :  he 
said  that  we  were  to  have  no  dependance 
upon  our  constituents  ;  he  went  further, 
he  said  it  was  a  dangerous  dependance ; 
nay,  he  wentfiirther  still,  and  said  it  was 
more  dangerous  than  a  dependance  on  the 
crown :  this  my  worthy  friend  took  notice 
of,  and  with  his  usual  modesty,  called  it  a 
new  doctrine.  It  is.  Sir,  not  only  a  new 
doctrine,  but  it  is  the  most  monstrous,  the 
most  slavish  doctrine  was  ever  heard,  and 
such  a  doctrine  as  I  hope  no  man  will 
ever  dare  to  support  within  these  walls.  I 
am  persuaded,  Sir,  the  learned  gentleman 
did  not  mean  what  the  words  he  happened 
to  make  use  of  may  seem  to  import ;  for 
though  the  people  of  a  county,  city  or 
borough  may  be  misled,  and  may  be  in- 
*duced  to  give  instructions  which  are  con- 
trary to  the  true  interest  of  their  country, 
yet  I  hope  he  will  allow,  that  in  times  past 
the  crown  has  been  oftener  misled  ;  and 
consequently'  we  must  conclude,  that  it  is 
more  apt  to  be  misled  in  time  to  come, 
than  we  can  suppose  the  people  to  be. 

As  to  the  contests  about  tne  next  elec- 
tion. Sir,  that  they  were  begun  a  long 
while  ago,  is  a  certain  fact ;  but  who  the 
beginners  were,  may  not  be  so  certain,  or 
at  least  not  so  generally  known  :  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
seemed  to  be  ignorant,  or  indeed  rather 
to  mistake  who  were  the  beginners  of 
them  ;  but  if  he  pleases  to  look  about  him, 
he  may  see  one  not  fiftr  distant  from  him, 
"who,  by  his  agents,  was  the  first  and  the 
principal  beginner  of  them  in  most  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  To  see  them  begm  so 
soon,  is  no  new  thing.  Sir ;  it  is  a  stale  mi- 
nisterial artifice;  it  has  been  practised 
ever  since  Septennial  Parliaments  took 
place,  and  will  ^be  practised  as  long  as  they 
continue:  ministers  of  state  know  well 
how  unequal  the  contention  is  between  a 
country  gentleman,  who  has  nothing  but 
his  own  estate  (greatly  exhausted  by  the 
many  taxes  he  pays)  to  depend  on,  and 
ministerial  election-mongers,  supplied  by 
gentleman  in  office,  who  have  for  seven 
years  been  heaping  up  money  for  that 
purpose,  or  perhaps  supplied  even  by  the 
pulnic  treasure  of  the  nation  ;  and  the 
sooner  this  contention  begins,  tlie  greater 
disadvantage  the  country  gentlemen  la- 
bour under,  the  more  time  those  tools  of 
corruption  have  to  practise  upon  the  clec- 
toi*s,  and  to  discover  where  that  money 
may  be  placed   to  the  best  advantage. 


which  is  issued  for  corrupting  the  people, 
and  overturning  the  constitution:  from 
hence  it  is  obvious  who  have  been,  and 
who  will  always  be  the  first  beginner^  of 
such  contentions. 

The  learned  gentleman,  as  well  as  soma 
others,  particularlv  an  honourable  gentle-  . 
man  under  the  gaUer j^,  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  and  who  indeed  said  as  much, 
and  in  as  handsome  a  manner  as  can,  in 
my  opinion,  be  said  against  the  question, 
has  told  us,  that  our  constitution  has  been 
oflen  varied ;  and  that  there  was  no  time 
when  it  was  such  as  we  ought,  or  would 
desire,  to  return  to.  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  our  constitution  has  oft^i 
varied,  and  perhims  there  is  no  thne  when 
it  was  without  a  fault ;  but  I  will  affirm, 
that  there  is  no  time  in  which  we  may  not 
find  some  good  things  in  our  constitution-: 
there  are  now,  there  have  been  in  every 
century  some  good  laws  existing  :  let  us 
preserve  those  that  are  good ;  if  any  of 
them  have  been  abolished,  let  them  be 
restored,  and  if  any  of  the^  laws  now  in 
being  are  found  to  be  attended  with  in* 
conveniences,  let  them  be  repealed.  Thk 
is  what  is  now  desired,  this  is  what  die 
people  have  reason  to  expect  from  Parlia- 
ment ;  there  is  nothing  now  desired  but 
what  ^e  people  have  a  right  to ;  they 
have  now,  they  always  had  a  right  to  fre- 
quent new  parliaments ;  and  this  right  was 
established  and  confirmed  even  by  the 
Claim  of  Rights,  notwithstanding  what  the 
learned  ^enUemanhas  said  to  the  contrary. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  nay  4x  the 
present  time,  at  all  times,  the  word  Par- 
liament, in  the  common  way  of  speaking, 
comprehends  all  the  sessions  held  from 
one  election  to  another  :  that  this  is  the 
common  meaning  of  the  word,  I  appeal  to 
every  gentleman  in  this  House ;  and  for 
this  reason  those  patriots,  who  drew  up 
bur  Claim  of  Rights,  could  not  imagine 
that  it  was  necessary  to  put  in  the  word 
<  new  :'  they  could  not  so  much  as  dream 
that  the  two  words.  Frequent  Parliaments 
would  afterwards  be  interpreted  to  mean, 
frequent  sessions  of  parliament;  but  the 
lawyers,  who  are  accustomed  to  confound 
the  sense  of  the  plainest  words,  immedi- 
ately foimd  out,  that  a  session  of  Parlia- 
ment was  a  Parliament,  and  that  therefore 
the  words  frequent  Parliaments,  meant 
only  frequent  sessions.  This  quirk  the 
lawyers  found  out  immediately  afler  the 
revolution;  this  quirk  the  courtiers  at 
that  time  caught  hold  of;  and  this  sei  the 
people  anew  upon  the  vindication  of  their 
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rights,  which  they  obtained  by  the  Tri- 
ennial Bill ;  by  that  Bill  the  nght  of  the 
people  to  frequent  new  parliaments,  was 
established  in  such  clear  terms  as  not  to  be 
misunderstood  ;  and  God  forgive  them 
who  consented  to  the  giving  it  up. 

I  am  extremely  surprised,  Sir,  to  hear 
it  said,  that  the  Triennial  Bill  was  intro- 
duced by  the  enemies  to  the  revolution. 
I  will  not  say,  tlmt  it  was  introduced  by 
the  courtiers  at  that  time ;  we  seldom  see 
such  bills  introduced  by  such  gentlemen  ; 
but  does  not  every  body  know,  that  it 
was  my  lord  Somers  who  was  the  chief 
promoter  of  that  bill,  and  that  most  of 
those  who  supported  him  in  it,  were  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  deeply  concerned  in 
bringing  about  the  revolution  ?  It  is  true, 
the  courtiers  opposed  it,  and  even  King 
William  himself,  by  the  advice  ef  some 
wicked  ministers,  revised  to  pass  it  the 
first  time  it  was  o&red ;  but  when  it  came 
back  again  to  him,  he  was  better  advised ; 
and  if  he  had  not  passed  it,  he  had  not 
done  what  he  ought  to  do,  he  had  not 
done  all  he  came  to  do;  nor  that  which 
when  he  came  he  promised  to  do^  which 
was  to  restore  the  people  to  the  full 
enjo3nQaent  of  all  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges. 

To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  Triennial  Bill 
was  introduced  with  a  view  of  distressing 
King  William's  government,  is  reaUy 
casting  a  reflection  upon  his  government : 
for  to  tell  us,  th^t  the  people's  claiming 
those  rights,  which  he  came  to  establish, 
was  a  distressing  of  his  government,  is  to 
tell  us,  that  his  government  was  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  very  high  reflection,  and  such  a 
one  as  the  gentlemen,  who  tell  us  so, 
would  not  patiently  hear  cast  upon  that 
reign  bj  others.  The  other  pretence,  that 
Triennial  parliaments  were  the  cause  of 
his  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  or  of  that 
treaty  which  was  so  much  complained  of, 
is,  I  am  sure,  as  groundless;  for  the  second 
war  was  begun  and  carried  on  with  great 
success,  under  the  influence  of  Triennial 
^rliaments,  till  the  balance  of  power  was 
fully  and  so  firmly  established,  that  France 
has  never  since  endeavoured  to  make  the 
least  incroachment  upon  any  of  her 
neighbours:  what  some  late  measures 
may  encourage  her  to  do  hereafter,  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  this  nation 
has  ever  since  that  time  enjoyed  what  I 
think  I  may  call  a  profound  tranquillity, 
which,  if  the  Triennial  law  had  remained 
in  force,  we  would,  I  believe,  have  made  a 


much  better  use  of,  than  we  now  seem  to 
have  done.  * 

The  learned  gentleman  has  told  us. 
That  the  Septennial  law  is  a  proper  me- 
dium between  the  unlimited  power  of 
the  crown,  and  the  limiting  that  power  too 
much ;  but.  Sir,  before  he  had  fixed  upon 
this  as  a  medium,  heafthould  first  have  dis- 
covered to  us  the  two  extremes.  I  will 
readily  allow,  that  an  unlimited  power  in 
the  crown^with  respect  to  the  continuing 
of  parliaments^  is  ox^e  extreme ;  but  the 
other  I  cannot  really  find  out:  for  I  am 
very  far  from  thinking,  that  the  power  of 
the  crown  was  too  much  limited  by  the 
Triennial  law,  or  that  the  happiness  of  the 
nation  was  any  way  injured  by  it,  or  can 
ever  be  injured  by  frequent  elections*  As 
to  the  power  of  the  crown,  it  is  very  certain, 
that  as  long  as  the  administration  of  public 
affiurs  is  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  the 
people,  were  they  to  chuse  a  new  parlia-^ 
ment  every  year,  they  would  ehuse  such 
representatives  as  would  most  heartily 
concur  in  every  thing  with  such  an  admi- 
nistration ;  so  that  even  an  annual  parlia^ 
ment  could  not  be  any  limitation  of  (he 
just  powet  of  the  crown ;  and  as  to  the  hap- 
piness of  the  nation,  it  is  certain,  that  gen- 
tlemen- will  always  contend  with  more  heat 
and  animosity  about  being  members  of  a 
long  parliament,  than  about  being  mem- 
bers of  a  short  one :  and  therefore  the 
elections  for  a  S^tennial  Parliament  must 
always  disturb  the  peace,  and  injure  the 
happiness  of  the  nation,  more  than  the 
elections  for  an  Annual  or  Triennial  Par- 
liament. Of  this  the  elections  in  the  city 
of  London,  mentioned  by  my  wortliy  friend, 
are  an  evident  demonstration. 

As  to  the  elections  coming  on  when  the 
nation  is  in  a  ferment,  it  is  so  far  from  being 
an  objection  to  frequent  elections,  that  it 
is  in  my  opinion.  Sir,  a  strong  argument  in 
favour  of  them;  because  it  is  one  of  the 
chief  supports  of  the  freedom  of  the  nation. 
It  is  plam,  that  the  people  seldom  or  ever 
were  in  a  ferment,  but  when  incroach- 
ments  were  made  upon  their  rights  and 
privileges ;  and  whan  any  such  are  made, 
It  is  very  proper,  nay  it  is  even  necessary, 
that  the  people  should  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  new  election,  in  order  that  they 
may  chuse  such  representatives  as  wiJl  do 
them  justice,  by  punishing  those  who  have 
been  making  mcroachments  upon  them  ; 
otherwise  one  of  these  two  eH^ts  may 
very  probably  ensue :  either  the  ferment 
will  break  out  into  an  open  insurrection, 
or  the  incroachment  that  has  been  made, 
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mf^  happen  to  be  forgot  before  a  new 
election  comes  on ;  and  then  the  inraden 
of  the  people's  rights  will  have  a  much 
better  lay  for  getting  such  a  new  parlia- 
ment chosen,  as  wiS  not  only  free  them 
from  all  punishment,  but  will  confirm  the 
incroachments  that  have  been  madei  and 
encourage  the  makin^of  new.  Thus  the 
T^ts  of  the  people  may  be  nibbled  and 
curtailed  by  piecenneal,  and  ambitious 
criminals  may  at  last  ^t  the^iselves  so 
firmly  seated,  that  it  wul  be  out  of  the 
power  of  the  people  to  stop  their  career, 
or  to  avoid  the  chains  whicn  they  are  pre- 
paring. 

Now,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  powarof 
the  crown,  idiich  the  learned  ^ntleman 
has  told  us  was  too  nmch  hmited  hj 
the  triennial  law ;  I  think  I  have  made  it 
plain,  that  the  just  power  ci  the  crown 
cannot  possibly  be  limited  by  frequent 
flections,  and  consequently  could  not  be 
too  much  limited  by  the  Triennial  law; 
but  by  long  pariiaments  the  crown  may  be 
enabled  to  assume,  and  to  make  use  ^  an 
unjust  power.  By  our  constitution  the 
only  legal  method  we  have  of  vindicating 
our  rights  and  privile^  against  the  in- 
croacmnents  (^  an^itious  ministers  is  by 
parliament;  the  only  way  we  have  of  rec- 
tifying a  weak  or  wicked  administration, 
is  by  parliament ;  the  only  effectual  way 
we  have  of  bringing  high  and  powerful 
criminals  to  condign  punishment,  is  by 
jpariiament.  But  ifever  it  should  come  to 
be  in  the  power  of  the  administration  to 
have  a  majority  of  this  House  depending 
upon  the  crown,  or  to  get  a  majority  ot 
such  men  returned,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  the  parliament  will  then 
stand  us  in  no  stead :  It  can  answer  none 
of  these  great  purposes ;  the  whole  nation 
may  be  convinced  of  the  weakness  or  the 
wickedness  of  those  in  the  administration ; 
and  yet  it  may  be  out  of  the  nation's  power, 
in  aleffal  way,  to  get  the  fods  turned  out, 
or  the lauives  hanged.  , 

This  misfortune.  Sir,  can  be  brought 
upon  us  by  nothing  but  by  bribery  and 
corruption ;  and  therefore  there  is  nothing 
we  ought  to  guard  more  watchfidly  agaiiut. 
And  an  honourable  gendeman  who  spoke 
some  time  ago,  upon  the  same  side  with 
me,  has  so  c^arly  demonstrated,  that  the 
elections  for  a  septennial  parliament  are 
more  liable  to  be  influenced  by  corruption, 
Uian  those  for  a  triennial,  tl^t  I  am  sur« 
prised  his  argument  should  be  mistaken,  or 
not  comprehended;  but  it  seems  the  most 
certain  nwnrinm,  the  plainest  truths,  are 


now  to  be  controverts  or  denied.  It  has 
been  bid  down  as  a  maxim^  and  I  think  it 
is  a  most  infidliUe  maxim,  that  a  man  will 
contend  with  more  heat  apd  vigour  for^ 
post,  cither  of  honour  or  profit,  which  he, 
IS  to  hold  for  a  Ions  term,  than  he  will  do 
for  one  he  is  to  hold  for  a  short  term :  this 
has  been  controverted.  It  has  been  laid 
down  as  a  maxim,  and  I  think  e^[ually  in- 
fidlible,  that  a  hundred  guineas  as  a  more 
powerful  bribe  than  fifty ;  this  has  been 
denied:  yet  neverthdess,  I  must  b^ 
leave  to  push  diis  argument  a  little  further. 
Let  us  suppose.  Sir,  a  ffentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  administration^  whose  only 
safe^  depends  upon  corrupting  the  mem* 
bersof  this  House.  Tliismay  now  beonly 
a  supposition,  but  it  is  certainly  sudi  a  one 
as  may  happen ;  and  if  ever  it  should,  let 
us  see  whether  such  a  minister  might  not 
promite  himself  more  success  in  a  septen- 
nial, than  he  could  in  a  triennial  parlia* 
ment.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  every  man 
hashisprice,  if  you  can  but  come  up  to  it. 
This,  I  hope,  <u>es  not  hold  true  ot  every 
man;  but  I  am  a&aid  it  too  genendl^ 
holds  true ;  and  that  of  a  great  many  it 
may  hold  true,  is  what,  I  believe,  yi^  never 
doubted  of;  though  I  don't  know  but  it 
may  now  likewise  be  denied :  however,  let 
us  suppose  this  distressed  minister  apply- 
ing to  one  of  those  men  who  has  a  pnoe, 
and  is  a  member  of  this  House ;  in  order 
to  enga^  this  member  to  vote  as  he  shall 
direct  him,  he  offers  him  a  pension  of  1 ,00(M!. 
a  ^ear :  if  it  be  but  a  triennial  parliament, 
wiU  not  the  member  immediately  consider 
within  himself,  if  I  accept  of  this  pension, 
and  vote  according  to  directicm,  I  snail  lose 
my  character  in  Uie  country,  I  shall  lose 
my  seat  in  parliament  the  next  election, 
and  my  pension  will  then  of  course  be  at 
an  end ;  so  that  by  turning  r<^e  I  shall 
get  but  3000^.  this  is  not  worth  my  while  ? 
and  so  the  minister  must  either  ofierhim, 
perlums,  the*  double  of  that  sum,  or  oth^- 
wise  ne  will  probably  determine  against 
being  corrupted;  but  if  the  paiiiament 
were  septennial^  Uie  same  man  might  per- 
hcqM  say  within  himself,  I  am  now  in  for 
seven  years ;  by  accepting  of  this  pensioQ, 
I  shall  have  at  least  7,00&  This  will  set 
me  above  contempt ;  and  if  I  am  turned 
out  at  next  electum,  I  do  not  value  it,  I 
will  take  the  money  in  the  mean  time.  Is 
it  not  very  natural  to  suppose  all  this.  Sir; 
and,  does  not  this  evidently  shew,  that  a 
wicked  minister  cannot  corrupt  a  triennial 
parliament  with  the  same  money  wift 
whidb  he  may  corrupt  a  septennial  ? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tei] 


Rtpeat  of  the  SepUnmal  Ad. 


A.  D.  17S4. 


[Mf 


Again, fuppose  this  minister  iqpplies  toa 
gentleman  who  has  purchased,  ana  thereby 
ujida  himself  menubcr  for  a  borough,  at 
the  rale  of,  perhaps,  1,5002.  besides  tra- 
velling charges,  and  other  little  expences : 
suppose  the  minister  ofiers  him  a  pension 
of  500^  a  rear  to  engag^  his  vote,  will  not 
he  naturally  consider,  if  it  be  a  triennial 
parliament,  that  if  he  cannot  get  a  higher 
pension  he  will  lose  money  by  being  a 
member;  and  surely,  if  he  be  a  right  bur-> 
gess,  he  will  resolve  not  to  sell  at  all,  rather 
than  sell  his  commodity  for  less  than  it 
cost  him ;  and  if  he  finds  he  cannot  sell  at 
all,  he  will  probaMy  give  over  standing  a 
candidate  again  upon  such  footing ;    bv 
which  not  only  he,  but  many  others,  will 
be  induced  to  give  over  dealing  in  cor- 
rupting the  Sectors  at  the  next  election. 
But  in  case  of  a  septennial  parliament, 
will  he  not  then  probably  accept  of  the 
500£.  pension,  if  he  be  one  of  those  men 
that  has  a  price  ?   because  he  concludes, 
that  for  XfiML  he  may  alwlsys  secure  his 
decdon;   and  every  pariiament  will  put 
near  2,0002.  in  his  pocket,  besides  reun- 
bursinghim  all  his  charaes.  <:  After  viewing 
•  the  present  question  in  UiisMght,  is  it  possi- 
ble. Sir,  not  to  conclude,  that  septennial 
parUaments,  as  well  as  the  elections  for 
sudi,  must  always  bo  mudi  more  liable  to 
be  u^uenced  by  common,  than  triennial, 
or  the  elections  for  triennial  i 

For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  have  been  often 
diosen ;  I  have  sat  in  parliament  above 
thne  twenty  years ;  and  I  can  say  with 
Ux^th,  that  ndther  at  my  election,  nor  af- 
ter my  return,  no  man  ever  dared  to  at- 
tempt to  let  me  know  what  is  meant  by 
bribery  and  corruption ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  tiie  impo68d)ility  fd  preventing  it 
mentioned,  and  mentioned  too.  Sir,  wiuiin 
these  walls.  The  hcmourable  ^tleman 
who  spoke  last,  told  us  the  evil  of  corrup- 
tion was  inevitidile.  If  I  were  so  unhappy 
ss  to  think  so,  I  diould  look  upon  my  coun- 
try to  be  in  the  most  melancholy  situation. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  the  way  of  thinking 
among  those  he  keeps  company  with;  but! 
thank  God  I  hove  a  better  opinion  of  my 
countrymen ;  and  since  it  appears  to  be  a 
way  of  thinking  among  some  gentlemen,  it 
is  high  time  for  us  to  contrive  some  method 
of  putting  it  out  of  their  power  to  corrupt 
the  virtue  of  the  people ;  for  we  may  de- 
pend upon  this  as  a  certain  maxim,  that 
those  who  think  they  cannot  gain  the  afiec- 
ti(»s  of  the  people,  will  endeavour  to  pur- 
duMe  their  prostitution ;  ftdd  the  best  way 
to  prevent  tue  success  of  their  endeavours, 


tt  to  raise  die  price  so  high  as  to  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  any  man,  or  (»  any  set 
of  men  to  come  up  to  it.    If  a  parliament  is 
to  be  purchased,  if  dections  are  to  be 
purchased,  it  is  manifest  the  corrupting 
of  triennial  must,  upon  the  whde,  cost  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  oom:^ng  of 
septennial  elections  or  parliaments:  there- 
fore, in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any  man,  or  of  any  administration,  to  pur* 
chase  the  prostitution  of  a  parliament  or 
of  the  people,  let  us  return  to  triennial 
parliunents;  and  if  that  will  not  do,  let  us 
return  to  annual  elections,  which,  I  am 
very  certain,  would  render  the  practice  of 
corruption  impossible.    This,  Sir,  is  now 
the  more  necessary,  because  of  the  many 
new  posts  and  places  of  profit  idiich  ma 
crown  has  at  its  disposal,  and  the  great 
civil-list  settled  upon  his  present  Majesty, 
and  which  will  probably  be  continued  to 
his  successors.    This,  I  say,  lUjses  the 
necessity  for  frequent  new  parAments; 
because  the  crown  has  it  now  morem  thenr 
power  than  formerly,  to  seduce  the  pe<^le, 
or  the  representatives  of  the  becmle,  iii 
case  any  future  administration  snoiud  find 
it  necessary  for  their  own  safety  to  do  so. 
Hiat  the  increase  or  decrease  of  conup- 
tioR  at  elections,  or  in  parliament,  must 
always  depend  upon  the  increase  or  de- 
crease of  virtue  among  the  people,  I  shall 
readily  erant;  but  it  is  as  certam,  that  the 
virtue  of  almost  every  particular  man  de« 
pends    upon   the   temptations    that  are 
thrown  in  his  way ;  ana  according  to  the 
quantity  of  virtue  he  has,  tiie  quantity  of 
temptation  must  be  raised,  so  as  at  last 
to  inake  it  an  overbalance  for  his  virtue. 
Suppose  then.  Sir,  that  the  ^nerality  of 
the  electors  in  England  have  virtue  enough 
to  withi^and  a  temptation  of  five  guineas 
each,  but  not  virtue  enough  to  withstand 
a  temptation  of  ten  guineas,  one  with  ano- 
ther.   Is  it  not  then  much  more  probable, 
that  the  gentlemen  who  deal  in  corruption, 
may  be  cu>le  to  raise  as  much  money,  once 
every  seven  years,  as  w|ll  be  sufficient  to 

S've  ten  guineas  each,  one  with  another,  to 
le  genmility  of  the  electors,  than  that 
they  will  be  able  to  raise  such  a  sum 
once  in  every  three  years  ?  And  is  it  not 
from  thence  certain,  that  the  virtue  of  the 
people  in  general  is  in  greater  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  Septennial  thanhy 
Triennial  parliaments  ?  To  suppose,  Sir, 
that  every  man's  vote  at  an  election  is  like 
a  commodity  which  must  be  sold  at  the 
market  price,  is  really  to  suppose  that  no 
man  has  any  virtue  at  dl ;  i^  I  Will  aver, 
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that  when  once  a  man  resolves  to  sell  his 
vaie  at  any  rate,  he  has  then  no  virtue 
le%  which,  I  hope  is  not  the  case  with 
many  of  our  electors ;  and  therefore  the 
only  thing  we  are  to  wprehend  is,  lest  so 
high  a  price  should  be  offered  as  may 
tempt  thousands  to  sell,  who  had  never  be- 
fore any  thoughts  of  carrying  such  a  com- 
modity to  market.  This,  Su*,  is  the  &tal 
event  we  are  to  dread,  and  it  is  much 
more  to  be  dreaded  from  Septennial  than 
from  Triennial  Parliaments,  If  we  have 
therefore  any  desire  to  preserve  the  virtue 
of  our  people;  if  we  have  any  desire  to  pre- 
serve our  constitution ;  if  we  have  any  de- 
sire to  preserve  our  liberties,  our  properties, 
and  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  a  free 
people,  we  ought  to  restore  the  Triennial 
law;  and  if  that  be  found  to  be  insignifi- 
cant, we  ought  to  abolish  prorogations,  apd 
return  to  annual  elections. 

The  learned  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
prerogaHive  of  the  crown,  and  asked  us.  If 
It  hiMl  lately  been  extended  beyond  those 
bounds  prescribed  to  it  by  law.  Sir,  I 
will  not  say  that  there  has  been  lately  anv 
attempts  to  extend  it  beyond  the  bounds 

grescribed  by  law ;  but  I  will  say,  that  tiiose 
ounds  have  been  of  late  so  vastly  enlar^d 
that  there  seems  to  be  no  sreat  occasion 
for  any  such  attempt  What  are  the 
many  penal  laws  made  within  these  forty 
years,  but  so  many  extensions  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  as  many  dijni- 
nutions  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  ?  And 
whatever  the  necessity  was  that  brought 
us  into  the  enacting  of  such  laws,  it  was  a 
fatal  necessity ;  it  has  greatly  added  to  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  particular  care 
ought  to  be  taken  not  to  throw  any 
more  weight  into  that  scale.  Perhaps  the 
enacting  of  several  of  those  penal  laws 
might  have  been  avoided ;  I  am  persuaded 
the  enacting  of  the  law  relating  to  trials 
for  treason,  not  only  might,  but  ought  to 
hUve  been  avoided ,  for  though  it  was  but 
a  temporary  law,  it  was  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent ;  and  the  rebellion  was  so  far  from 
being  general  in  any  county  as  not  to 
leave  a  sufficient  number  of  fiiithiul  sub- 
jects for  trying  those  who  had  com- 
mitted acts  of  treason  within  the  county. 

In  former  times  the  crown  had  a  large 
estate  of  its  own ;  an  estate  sufllcient  ibr 
supporting  the  dignity  of  the  crown;  and 
OS  we  had  no  standing  armies,  nor  any 
great  fleets  to  provide  for,  the  crown  did 
not  want  frequent  supplies ;  so  that  they 
were  not  unaer  any  necessity  of  calling 
fre(^ucnt  parliaments ;  and  as  parliaments 


were  always  troublesoihe,  often  dangerous 
to  ministers,  therefore  they  avoided  the 
calling  of  any  such  as  much  as  possible : 
but  though  the  crown  did  not  then  want 
frequent  supplies,  the  people  frequently 
wanted  a  rearess  of  grievances,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  but  by  parliament ; 
therefore  the  only  complaint  then  was,  that 
the  crown  did  not  call  any  parliament  at 
all,  or  did  not  allow  them  to  sit  long 
enough  :  this  was  the  only  complaint,  and 
to  r^nedy  this,  it  was  thought  sufficient  to 
provide  for  having  frequent  parliaments, 
every  one  of  which,  it  was  presiuned,  was 
always  to  be  a  new  parliament ;  for  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  method  of  pror(^a- 
tion  was  of  old  very  rarely  made  Mse  of, 
and  was  first  introduced  by  those  who 
were  attempting  to  make  encroachments 
upon  the « rights  of  the  people. 

But  now.  Sir,  the  case  is  altered ;  the 
crown,  either  by  ill  management,  or  by 
prodigality  and  profuseness  to  its  finvou- 
rites,  has  spent  or  granted  away  all  that 
estate ;  and  the  public  expence  is  so  much 
enlarged,  that  the  crown  must  have  annual 
supplies,  and  is  therefore  under  the  neces- 
sity of  having  the  parliament  meet  every 
year;  but  as  new  elections  are  always 
dangerous  as  well  as  troublesome  to  minis- 
ters of  state,  they  are  for  having  them  as 
seldom  as  possible ;  so  that  the  complaint 
is  not  now  for  want  of  frequent  meetings 
or  sessions  of  parliament,  but  against  hav- 
ing the  same  parliament  continued  too 
lon^.  This  is  the  grievance  now  com- 
plamed  of;  this  is  what  the  people  desire ; 
this  is  what  they  have  a  rignt  to  have  re- 
dressed. The  members  of  parliament  may 
for  one  year  be  looked  on  as  the  real  ana 
true  representatives  of  the  people;  but 
when  a  minister  has  seven  years  to  prac- 
tise upon  them,  and  to  feel  their  pulses, 
they  may  be  induce  to  forget  whose  repre- 
sentatives they  are ;  they  may  throw  off 
all  dependance  upon  their  electors,  and 
become  d^>cndants  upon  the  crown,  or 
rather  upon  the  minister  for  the  time 
being,  wj^ich  the  learned  gentleman  haa 
most  ingenuously  confessed  to  us,  he  thinks 
less  dangerous  than  a  dependance  upon 
his  electors. 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  in  this  House, 
that  no  faith  is  to  be  given  to  prophecies, 
therefore  I  shall  not  pretend  to  prophesy; 
but  I  may  suppose  a  case,  which,  tnough 
it  has  not  yet  happened,  may  ppssU)ly  hap- 
pen. Let  us  then  suppose,  Sir,  a  man 
abandoned  to  all  notions  of  virtueor  honour, 
of  no  great  family,  and  of  but  a  mem  for* 
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tune,  raised  tobechiefmimsterof  state^by 
the  concurrence  of  many  whimsical  events ; 
afraid  or  unwilling  to  trust  any  but  crea- 
tures of  his  own  making,  and  most  of 
them  equally  abandoned  to  all  notions  of 
virtue  or  honour;  ignorant  of  the  true 
interest  of  his  country,  and  consulting 
nothing  but  that  of  enriching  and  ag- 
grandizing himself  and  his  favourites ;  m 
foreign  a&irs  trusting  nonebutsych  whose 
education  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
have  such  knowledge  or  such  qualifications 
as  can  either  be  of  service  to  their  country, 
or  give  any  weight  or  credit  to  their  ne- 
gociations  :  Let  us  suppose  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  nation  by  such  means  neg- 
lected or  misunderstood,  her  honour  and 
credit  lost,  her  trade  insulted,  her  mer- 
chants plundered  and  her  sailors  murdered ; 
and  all  these  things  overlooked,  only  for 
fear  his  administration  should  be  en- 
dangered :  Suppose  him  next  possessed  of 
great  wealth,  the  plunder  of  the  nation, 
with  a  parliament  of  his  own  chusing,  most 
of  theur  seats  purchased,  and  their  votes 
bought  at  theexpence  of  the  public  trea- 
sure :  In  such  a  parliament,  let  us  suppose 
attempts  made  to  enquire  into  his  conduct, 
or  to  relieve  the  nation  from  tlie  distress 
he  hat  brought  upon  it ;  and  when  lights 
proper  for  attaining  those  ends  are  c^led 
for,  not  perhaps  for  the  information  of 
the  particular  gentleipen  who  call  for  them, 
but  oecause  nothing  can  be  done  in  a  par- 
liamentary way,  till  these  things  be  m  a 
proper  way  laid  before  parliamest ;  sup- 
pose these  lights  refused,  these  reasonable 
requests  rejected  by  a  corrupt  majority  of 
his  creatures,  whom  he  retains  in  daily  pay, 
or  engages  in  his  particular  interest,  by 
granting  them  those  posts  and  places  which 
ought  never  to  be  given  to  any  but 
for  the  good  of  the  public :  Upon  this 
sc^uklalous  victoiT,  let  us  suppose  this 
chief  minister  pluming  himself  in  de- 
fiances, because  he  finds  he  has  got  a  par- 
liament, like  a  packed  jury,  ready  to  ac- 
quit him  at  all  adventures  :  Let  us  farther 
suppose  him  arrived  to  that  degree  of  in- 
solence and  arrogance,  as  to  domineer  over 
all  the  men  of  ancient  families,  aU  the  men 
of  sense,  figure  or  fortune  in  the  nation ; 
and  as  he  has  no  virtue  of  his  own  ridi- 
culing it  in  others,  and  endeavouring  to 
destroy  or  corrupt  it  in  all. 

I  am  still  not  prophesying.  Sir,  I  am 
only  supposing ;  and  the  case  I  am  going 
to  suppose  I  hope  never  will  happen :  but 
with  such  a  minister  and  such  a  parlia- 
ment, let  us  8ii{>pose  a  prince  upon  the 
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throne,  either  for  want  of  true  information, 
or  for  some  other  reason,  ignorant  and 
unacquainted  with  the  inclinations  and 
the  interest  of  his  people,  weak,  and  hur- 
ried away  by  unbounded  ambition  and  in- 
satiable avarice  :  This  case.  Sir,  has  never 
yet  happened  in  this  nation ;  I  hope,  I  say. 
It  will  never  exist ;  but  as  it  is  possible  it 
May,  could  there  any  greater  curse  hap- 
pen to  a  nation,  than  such  a  prince  on  the 
throne,  advised  and  solely  aavised  by  such 
a  minister,  and  that  minister  supported  by 
such  a  pai'liaraent.  The  nature  of  man- 
kind cannot  be  altered  by  human  laws, 
the  existence  of  such  a  prince,  or  such 
a  minister  we  cannot  prevent  by  act  of 
parliament,  but  the  existence  of^sueh  a 
parliament  I  think  we  may ;  and  as  such 
a  parliament  is  much  jnore  likely  to  exist, 
and  may  do  more  mischief  while  the  Sep- 
tennial X<aw  remains  in  force,  than  if  it 
were  repealed,  therefore  I  am  most  heartily 
for  the  repeal  of  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Pelham  spdke  neM  against 
the  motion  s 

Sir;  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  as  he  always  guards  what  he 
says,  and  speaks  with  so  much  decency, 
that  no  notice  can  be  taken  of  it  in  a  par- 
liamentary way,  so  in  the  last  suppositions 
he  was  pleased  to  make,  he  observed  so 
much  caution,  that  no  observations  can 
be  made  on  any  thing  he  said,  as  being 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  this  House  ;  yet 
whatever  suppositions  he  may  please  to 
make  with  respect  to  ministers,  I  think  ha 
ought  not  to  proceed  any  higher,  and 
therefore  I  wish  he  had  spared  the  last : 
However,  Sir,  as  these  suppositions,  and 
indeed  every  other  supposition  I  have 
heard,  are  aU  imaginary,  I  shall  take  no 
farther  notice  of  them:  They  were  cer- 
tainly foreign  to  the  Question  in  debate^ 
and  nad,  I  think,  been  better  let  alone. 

As  to  the  contentions  about  elections,  I 
shall  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  determine  by 
whom  they  were  begun,  but  I  think  1  can 
easily  account  for  their  having  been  begun 
at  the  time  they  were,  and  that  in  a  method 
very  different  from  that  laid  down  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last :  It 
is  well-known  what  a  spirit,  if  not  of  dis* 
affection,  I  am  sure  I  may  say  of  distrac- 
tion, was  artfully  raised  during  last  session 
of  parliament,  in  most  parts  of  this  nation, 
by  the  misrepresentation  of  an  aflSiir,  be- 
fore it  was  well  nnderstood,  and  which 
when  it  came  to  be  explained  could  no 
way  bear  the  meaning  tney  put  upon  it: 
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Thii  was  thought  t  proper  opportunity,  by 
those  who  raufed  that  spirit,  to  work  upon 
the  passions  of  the  people,  in  order  to  gain 
their  favour,  and  to  engage  their  votes, 
neither  of  which  they  knew  they  had  any 
chance  for  in  any  other  way;  and  this, 
Sir,  I  really  believe,  was  the  reason  why 
the  contentions  about  elections  began  so 
early  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  so 
that  if  the  gentleman  meant  my  honour- 
able friend  by  me,  he  was  very  much  mis- 
taken ;  but  it  he  look  another  way,  and 
that  within  his  view,  he  may  find  out  the 
first  chief  beginner  of  aU  these  disturbances. 
As  to  the  question  itself.  Sir,  as  I  did 
not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  in  this 
debate,  and  as  the  question  has  been  al- 
ready so  fully,  and  so  handsomely  opposed 
by  tne  honourable  gentleman  under  the 
gkllery,  and  by  several  others,  I  shall  only 
say  in  general,  that  as  I  am  not  sensible 
of  any  mconvenience  that  attends  Septen- 
nial parliaments,  but  what  would  in  a  much 
greater  degree  attend  Triennial,  and  as  we 
know  from  experience,  that  too  frequent 
elections  keep  the  nation  in  a  contmual 
ferment,  and  always  must  expose  us  to  the 
many  evils  that  ensue  from  faction  and 
•edition,  therefore  I  shall  give  my  vote 
against  the  question. 

Mr.  William  Puften^  rose  up,  and  said : 

Sir ;  il  intended  firom  the  beginning,  to 
have  spoke  in  this  debate ;  but  as  I  now 
speak  so  late  in  it,  I  can  have  but  little 
new  to  ofier,  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  before  me,  have  almost  entirely 
exhausted  the  argument ;  and  I  am  sure, 
if  those  who  have  heard  the  debate  are  to 
be  determined,  as  I  hope  they  will,  by 
what  has  been  ofiered  for  and  against  the 
question,  it  will  hardly  bear  a  division. 
However,  as  I  voted  for  this  bill  on  a 
fbrmer  occasion,  and  as  the  principal,  and 
indeed  the  only  motive,  whidi  made  me  do 
so,  now  no  longer  subsists,  I  think  myself 
obliged  thus  publicly  to  declare,  tHat  I 
am  now  as  zealous  to  have  it  repealed,  as 
I  then  was  to  have  it  enacted.  When  a 
country,  or  the  government  of  a  country, 
is  in  any  imminent  danger,  it  often  hap- 
pens, that  people  think  regulations  neces- 
sary, which  when  the  danger  is  over,  ap- 
pear to  be  attended  with  as  pernicious 
cbnsequences,  as  that  very  danger  which 
they  were  made  to  prevent ;  and  in  such  a 
case,  surely  every  h<mest  man  must  be  as 
fond  of  having  them  abolished,  as  ever  he 
was  of  having  them  established. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 


last,  diooefa  he  let  drop  some  expression 
with  relation  to  that  contention  alreadir 
begun  fd>oat  our  ensuing  elections,  vfhidi 
1  might  take  some  notice  of,  yet  as  hft 
genen^y  spades  widi  very  great  candour, 
1  think  It  Would  be  too  severe  not  to  p^* 
don  any  slip  he  may  have  made  in  tiiat  re- 
spect. But  as  to  the  spirit  raised  in  die 
nation  last  session  of^  parliament,  whidk 
he  says  was  raised  by  misrepresentation, 
and  was  pleased  to  call  a  spnit,  if  not  of 
disafiecUon,  at  least  of  distraction,  I  do  not 
know,  but  it  may  have  been  represented 
as  such  in  another  place ;  and  whether  thai 
was  a  misrepresentation,  I  shall  leave  to 
the  world  to  judge.  But  of  all  misrq>re- 
sentations,  I  will  say,  the  most  criminal  is 
that  of  misrepresenting  to  the  Kong  tho 
true  sentiments  and  real  inclinations  of  hii 
people ;  for,  however  much  some  gentle- 
men majfind  their  interest  in  it,  I  am 
sure  it  is  not  their  duty  to  do  so :  but  I 
hope  his  present  Majesty  will  always  be 
able  to  distinguish,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  inform  him  howto  distinguish 
Detween  disaffection  to  his  government, 
and  disaffection  to  his  minister.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  thinks,  that  ^e  af- 
fair which  occasioned  the  rise  of  that 
spirit,  was  at  first  misrepresented,  or  that 
it  gained  any  advantage  oy  being  fully  ex- 
planed,  he  is,  in  the  opimon  of,  I  believe, 
.much  the  greatest  part  of  the  nation,  vasdy 
mistaken ;  for,  the  more  seriously  that  af- 
fair has  been  considered,  the  more  fulhr  it 
has  been  explained,  the  more  horribie  it 
has  appeareo:  so  that  the  spirit,  which 
was  raised  in  opposition  to  it,  was  so  far 
from  behi^  unjustly,  or  groundlessly  raised, 
that  I  belieVe  it  would  have  been  for  the 
advantage  of  the  nation,  that  a  new  elec- 
tion had  come  on,  when  that  spirit  was  in 
its  greatest  vigour;  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
altogether  subside,  till  the  people  have 
fully  secured  their  liberties  against  all  such 
attempts  for  the  future. 

To  imagine.  Sir,  that  frequent  elections 
should  ever  become  the  cause  of  faction 
and  sedition,  is,  in  my  opinion,  something 
very  extraordinary;  for  it  is  certain,  that 
seditions  have  always  proceeded  from  a 
general  discontent  among  the  people,  and 
a  long  disappointment  of  meeting  in  a 
legal  way,  with  that  redress  which  they  had 
reason  to  expect ;  and  till  this  discontent 
becomes  violent  as  well  as  general,  no 
faction  will  ever  break  out  into  sedition : 
then  indeed  fkction  begins  to  change  its 
name,  and  those  men,  who  at  first  perhaps 
with  justice  were  charged  with  being 
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fiEu:tiou8,  become  then  the  patioos  and  the 
pcotectors  of  the  rights  of  the  people^  and 
•  of  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  for  no- 
thing can  be  called  faction^  but  when  a  set 
of  men  combine  and  unite  together  against 
a  vise  and  a  just  government,  which  no 
government  can  be,  that  disob^es  and  ir- 
ritates the  generality  of  the  people.  The 
certain  and  tht  only  way  therefore  of  pre- 
venting sedition,  and  disappointing  &ction, 
,  is  to  give  the  people  frequent  c^portuni- 
ties  of  representing  their  grievances,  and 
obtaining  redress  in  that  legal  way  which 
is  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  their 
country.  Such  a  way  ought  certainly  to 
be  established,  and  is  established  in  every 
vise  constitution ;  otherwise  the  people  wiu 
peek  that  by  sedition,  which  they  find  they 
cannot  obtain  by  la^;  and  the  method 
which  is  established  by  our  constitution,  is 
by  a  parliament  chosen  by  the  free  and 
uncorrupted  voice  of  the  people;  there- 
fore in  order  to  avoid  sedition,  every  thing 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,  which  may 
tend  to  the  interrupting  the  free  choice  of 
llie  people;  and  the  omner  this  choice  is 
made,  the  better  our  country  is  guarded 
f^ainst  sedition ;  because  in  a  long  parlia- 
nient  the  people  may  in  the  beginmng  of 
it  be  disobliged ;  they  may  despair  of  ob- 
taining redress  firom  that  parliament,  and 
before  the  end  their  discontentp  may  be- 
come so  vblenty  as  to  break  out  in  seditions 
and  insurrections. 

Faction  and  s^ditiany  Sir,  are  two  words 
that  have  always  been  made  use  of  by  the 
advocates  for  arbitrary  power,  in  order  to 
induce  the  people  to  give  up  those  privi- 
I^es  upon  which  their  liberties  depended, 
or  to  divert  them  from  reassuming,  or  vin- 
dicating those  which  had  been  before 
foolishly  given  up,  or  unjui^y  usurped  and 
taken  from  them ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
those  two  hideous  words  will  never  in  this 
countiy  have  the  desired  effect.  It  has 
been  already  fully  shewn^  that  the  elections 
for  a  long  parliament  must  always  be  at- 
tended with  more  violent  heats  and  animo- 
sities than  the  election  for  a  short,  conse- 
quently the  countiy  must  always  be  more 
exposed  to  fkctions  and  seditions  by  the 
former,  than  by  the  latter :  I  do  not  know, 
but  the  election  for  a  parliament  may  come 
at  last  to  be  like  the  election  of  a  king  of 
jPoland ;  it  may  be  always  attended  wim  a 
civil  war,  perhaps  with  an  unwelcome  visit 
from  some  of  our  neighbours.  Therefore 
if  the  fears  of  faction  and  sedition  be  any 
argumentagainstfrequentelecti9ns,as  good 
an  aiguDi^  may  from  tbeaoe  be  warn 


against  electing  any  new  parliament  at  all ; 
so  that  I  do  not  know  but  I  may  see  a  pro- 
position made  for  continuing  our  seats  in 
this  House  for  )ife ;  and  after  that,  it  may 
be  thought  proper  to  make  a  law  for  trans- 
mitting them  to  our  heir^,  nay  even  to  our 
executors  or  administrators.  ' 

An  honourable  gentleman  seemed  much 
surprised  that  the  Riot- Act  should  have 
been  mentioned  upon  this  occasion,  or  that 
any  gentleman  shouldhave  the  least  thought 
of  having  it  repealed.  Sir,  I  declare,  upon 
my  honour,  tnat  of  all  the  actions  I  ever 
did  in  my  life,  there  is  not  one  I  more 
heartily  and  sincerely  repent  of,  than  my 
votine  for  the  passing  of  that  law.  I  be- 
lieve 1  am  as  little  suspected  of  disaffection 
to  his  Majesty  ^oriiis  family  as  any  man  im 
the  kingdom ;  it  was  my  too  great  zeal  for  • 
his  illustrious  &mily  transported  me  to  give 
that  vote,  for  which  I  am  now  heartily 
^ieved :  but  even  then  I  never  imagined 
It  was  to  remain  a  law  for  ever ;  no,  Sir ! 
This  government  is  founded  upon  resis- 
tance; it  was  the  principle  of  resistance 
that  brought  about  the  revolution,  which 
cannot  bejustified  upon  any  other  princi- 
ple. Is  then  passive  obedience  and  ium- 
resistance  to  be  established  by  a  perpetual 
law,  by  a  law  the*  most  severe  and  the  most 
arbitrary  in  England,  and  that  under  a 
gbveminent  which  owes  its  tery  being  to 
resistance?  Thehonourable  gentleman  who 
first  mentioned  it  said  very  right,  it  is  a 
scandal  it  should  remain  in  our  statute 
books ;  and  I  will  say,  they  are  no  frienda 
to  his  Majesty  or  to  his  government  who 
desire  it  should ;  for  it  destroys  that  prin- 
ciple upon  which  is  founded  one  of  his  best 
titles  to  the  crown :  while  this  remains  a 
law,  we  cannot  wiell  be  called  a  free  people  ; 
a  little  justice  of  the  peace,  assisted  per- 
luq>s  by  a  serjeant  and  a  parcel  of  lure- 
lings,  may  almost  at  any  time  have  the 
lives  of  twenty  ^ntlemen  of  the  best  &mi- 
lies  in  England  m  his  power. 

As  to  bribery  and  corruption.  Sir,  it  has 
been  so  fully  and  so  clearly  d^onstrated 
that  Septennial  Parliaments  are  more  liable 
than  Triennial  to  be  influenced  by  such 
base  methods,  that  I  shall  conclucle  with 
observing  what  every  gentleman  I  believe 
is  sensible  of:  it  is  come  to  a  most  into- 
lerable height ;  in  many,  nay  in  most  parts 
of  our  constitution,  we  are  sunk  to  the 
lowest  and  vilest  dregs  of  corruption ;  and 
if  some  extraordinary  event  do  not  prevent 
it,  our  constitution  will  soon  be  irrecovera* 
bly  lost. 

Sir  Mobert  Walpok  replied: 
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Sir ;  I  do  assure  you,  I  did  not  intend  to 
have  troubled  you  in  this  debate,  but  such 
incidents  now  generally  happen  towards 
liie  end  of  our  debates,  nothing  at  all  re- 
lating to  the  subject,  and  gentlemen  make 
€uch  suppositions,  meaning  some  person^ 
or  perhaps,  as  they  say,  no  person  now  in 
beingi  and  talk  so  much  of  wicked  minis- 
ters, domineering  ministers,  ministers 
pluming  themselves  in  defiances,  which 
terms,  and  sucli  like,  have  been  of  late  so 
much  made  use  of  in  this  House,  that  if 
they  really  mean  nobody  either  in  the 
House  or  out  of  it,  yet  it  must  be  supposed 
they  at  least  mean  to  call  "upon  some  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  to  make  them  a  re- 
ply :  and  therefore  I  hope  I  may  be  allow- 
ed to  draw  a  picture  in  my  turn ;  and  I 
may  likewise  say,  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
give  a  description  of  ^y  particular  person 
now  in  being.  When  gentlemen  talk  of 
ministers  abandoned  to  all  sense  of  virtue 
or  honour,  other  gentlemen  may,  I  am 
sure,  with  equal  justice,  and,  I  think,  more 
justly,  speak  of  anti-ministers  and  mock 
patriots,  who  never  had  either  virtue  or 
honour,  but  in  the  whole  course  of  their 
opposition  are  actuated  only  by  motives  of 
envy,  and  of  resentment  against  those  who 
may  have  disappointed  them  in  their  views, 
or  may  not  pernaps  have  complied  with  all 
their  aesires. 

But  now.  Sir,  let  me  toe  suppose,  and 
the  House  being  cleared,  I  am  sur^no 
person  that  hears  me  can  come  within  the 
description  of  the  person  I  am  to  suppose : 
let  us  suppose  in  this,  or  in^l^ome  other  im- 
fortunate  country,  an  anti-minister,  who 
thinks  himself  a  person  of  so  great  and  ex- 
tensive parts,  and  of  so  many  eminent 
qualifications,  that  he  looks  upon  himself 
as  the  only  person  in  the  kingaom  capable 
to  conduct  the  public  affairs  of  the  na- 
tion, and  therefore  christening  every  other 
gentleman,  who  has  the  honour  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  administration,  by  the  ntHne 
of  blunderer:  suppose  this  fine  gentleman 
lucky  enough  to  nave  gained  over  to  his 
party  some  persons  really  of  fine  parts,  of 
ancient  families,  and  of  great  fortunes,  and 
others  of  desperate  Views,  arising  firom 
disappointed  and  malicious  hearts;  all 
these  gentlemen,  with  respect  id  their  po- 
litical behaviour,  moved  by  him,  und  by 
him  solely ;  all  they  say  either  in  private 
or  public,  being  only  a  repetition  of  the 
words^he  has  put  into  liieir  mouths,  and  a 
•pitting  out  of  that  venom  which  he  lias 
jnfiised  into  them  ;  and  yet  we  may  sup- 
|Kwe  thk  Jeadj^r  not  really  liked  by  any, 
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even  of  those  who  so  blindly  follow  him, 
and  hated  by  all  the  rest  of  mankind  :^  we 
will  suppose  this  Anti-miaiBter  to  be  in  a 
country  where  he  really  ought  not  to  be, 
and  where  he  could  not  have  Jbeen  but  by 
an  efiect  of  too  much  goodne^  and  mercy, 
yet  endeavouring  with  all  his  might,  and 
with  all  his  art,  to  destroy  the  fountifin 
from  whence  that  mercy  flowed  :  in  that 
country,  suppose  him  continually  con- 
tracting friendships  and  ^miUarittes  with 
the  ambassadors  of  those  princes,  who  at 
the  time  happen  to  be  most  at  enmity 
with  his  own.  And  if  at  any  time  it  should 
happen  to  be  for  the  interest  of  any  of 
those  foreign  ministers  to  have  a  secret 
divulged  to  them,  which  might  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  his  native  country,  as  well  as 
to  all  its  friends ;  suppose  this  foreign  mi- 
nister applying  to  him,  and  he  answering  I 
will  eet  It  you,  tell  me  but  what  you  want, 
I  wiU  endeavour  to- procure  it  for  yoo. 
Upon  this,  he  puts  a  speech  or  two  in  the 
mouths  of  some  of  his  creatures,  or  some 
of  his  new  converts :  what  he  wants,  is 
moved  for  in  Parliament ;  and  when  so 
very  reasonable  a  request  as  this  is  refused, 
suppose  him  and  his  creatures  and  tools, 
by  his  advice,  spreading  the  alarm  over 
the  whole  nation,  and  cr3ring  out.  Gentle- 
men, our  country  is  at  present  involved  in 
many  dangerous  difiiculties,  all  ^ich  we 
would  have  extricated  you  from,  but  a 
wicked  minister,  and  a  corrupt  majority, 
refused  us  the  proper  materials ;  and  upon 
this  scandalous  victory,-  this  mmister  -be- 
came so  insolent  as  to  plume  himself  in 
defiances.  Let  us  fartner  suppose  this 
Anti-minister  to  have  travelled,  and  at 
every  court  where  he  was,  thinking  him- 
self the  greatest  mmister,  and  making  i^ 
his  trade  to  betray  the  secrets  of  every 
court  where  he  haa  before  been;  void  of  aa 
faith  or  honour,  and  betraying  every  mas- 
ter he  ever  served.  Sir,  I  could  cany  my 
suppositions  a  great  deal  ferther  ;  and,  I 
may  say,  I  mean  no  person  now  in  being  : 
but  if  we  can  suppose  such  a  one,  can 
there  be  imaginea  a  greater  disgrace  to 
human  nature  than  su^oi  a  wretch  as  this  ? 
Now,  Sir,  to  be  serious,  and  to  talk 
really  to  the  subject  in  hand :  though  the 
question  has  been  already  so  fnUy  and  so 
handsomely  opposed  by  my  worthy  friend 
under  the  gallery,  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man near  me,  and  by  several  others,  that 
there  is  no  great  occasion  to  say  any  thing 
farther  against  it ;  yet  as  some  new  mat- 
ter has  been  started  by  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  IjAve  since  that  time  spoke 
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SK>n  the  other  side  of  the  question,  I  hope 
e  House  will  indulge  me  the  liberty  of 
giving  some  of  those  reasons  which  inauce 
me  to  ^be  against  the  motion.  In  general, 
I  must  take  notice,  that  the  nature  of  our 
constitution  seems  to  be  very  much  mis- 
taken by  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
in  ^our  of  this  motion.  It  is  certain, 
that  ours  is  a  mixt  government,  and  the 
perfection  of  our  constitution  consists  in 
this,  that  the  monarchical,  aristocratical 
I  and  democratical  forms  of  government  are 
mixt  and  interwoven  in  ours,  so  as  to  give 
^  all  the  advantages  of  each,  without  sub- 
jecting us  to  the  dangers  and  inconve- 
niencies  of  either.  The  democratical  form 
of  government,  which  is  the  only  one  I 
bave  now  occasion  to  take  notice  of,  is 
liable  to  these  inconveniences,  that  they 
are  generally  too  tedious  in  their  coming 
to  any  resolution,  andseldom  brisk  and  ex- 
peditious enough  in  canying  their  reso- 
lutions into  execution :  that  they  are  al- 
ways wavering  in  their  resolutions,  and 
never  steady  in  any  of  the  measures  they 
resolve  to  pursue ;  and  that  they  are  often 
involved  in  factions,  seditions  and  insur- 
rections, which  exposes  them  to  be  made 
the  tools,  if  not  the  prey  of  their  neigh- 
bours :  therefore  in  ail  die  regulations  we 
make,  witli  respect  to  our  constitution, 
we  are  to  guard  against  rudning  too  much 
into  that  form  of  government  which  is 
properly  called  democratical :  this  was,  in 
my  opmion,  the  effect  of  the  Triennial 
law,  and  will  again  be  the  effect,  if  ever  it 
should  be  restored. 

That  Triennial  elections  would  •  make 
our  government  too  tedious  in  all  their  re- 
solves, is  evident,  because  in  such  case,  no 
prudent  administration  would  ever  resolve 
upon  any  measure  of  cpnsequence,  till 
they  httd  felt  not  only  the  pulse  of  the  par- 
liament, but  the  pulse  of  the  people  ;  and 
the  ministers  of  state  would  always  labour 
under  this  disadvantage,  that  as  secrets  of 
state  must  not  be/  immediately  divulged, 
their  enemies  (and  enemies  they  will  al- 
ways have^  would  have  a  handle  for  ex- 
posing their  measures,  and  rendering  theqi 
disagreeable  to  the  people,  and  mereby 
carrying  perhaps  a  new  election  against 
them,  beiore  tney  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  justifying  their  measures,  by  di- 
vulging those  facts  and  circumstances  from 
whence  the  justice  and  the  wisdom  of  their 
measures  wcHild  clearly  appear. 

Then,  Sir,  it  is  by  experience  well 
known,  that  what  is  cioled  tne  populace  of 
jarery  country,  are  apt  to  be  too  much 


elated  with  success,  and  too  much  de- 
jected with  every  misfortune  ;  this  makes 
them  wavering  in  their  opinions  about 
af&irs  of  state,  and  never  Ion?  of  the  same 
mind :  and  as  this  House  is  chosen  by  the  t 
and  unbiassed  voice  of  the  people  in 
general,  if  this  choice  were  so  oflen  re- 
newed, we  might  expect,  that  this  House 
would  be  as  wavering,  and  as  unsteady  as 
tlie  people  usually  are ;  and  it  being  im- 
possible to  enrry  on  the  public  affairs  of 
the  nation  without  the  concurrence  of  this 
House,  the  ministers  would  always  be 
obliged  to  comply,  and  consequently  would 
be  obliged  to  change  their  measures  as 
often  as  the  people  changed  their  minds. 

With  Septennial  Parliaments,  Sir,  we 
are  not  exposed  to  either  of  these  misfor- 
tunes, because,  if  the  ministers,  afler  hav- 
ing felt  the  pulse  of  the  Parliament,  which 
they  can  always  soon  do,  resolve  upon  any 
measures,  they  have  generally  time  enough 
before  the  new  election  comes  on,  to  give 
the  people  a  proper  information,  in  order 
to  shew  them  the  justice  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  measures  they  have  pursued  ;  and  if 
the  people  should  atany  time  be  too  much 
elated,  or  too  much  dejected,  or  should 
without  a  cause  change  their  minds,  those 
at  the  hehn  of  a^rs  have  time  to  set  thein 
right,  before  a  new  election  comes  on. 

As  to  Faction  and  Sedition,  Sir,  I 
wfH  grant  that  in  monarchical  and  aristo- 
cratical governments,  it  generally  arises 
from  violence  and  oppression ;  but  in  de- 
mocratical governments,  it  always  arises 
from  the  people's  having  too  great  a  share 
in  the  goveiTjncnt :  for  in  all  countries, 
and  in  all  governments,  there  always  will 
be  many  fiictious  and  unquiet  spirits,  who 
can  never  be  at  rest  either  in  power  or  out 
of. power  :  when  in  power,  they  are  never 
easy,  unless  every  man  submits  entirely  to 
their  direction ;  and  when  out  of  power, 
they  are  always  working  and  intriguing 
against  those  that  are  in,  without  any 
regard  to  justice,  or  to  the  interest  of  their 
country.  In  popular  governments  such 
men  have  too  much  game,  they  have  too 
many  opportunities  for  working  upon  and* 
corrupting  the  minds  of  the  people,  in 
order'to  give  them  a  bad  impression  of, 
and  to  raise  discontents  against  those  that 
have  the  management  of  the  public  afiairs 
for  the  time ;  and  these  discontents  often 
break  out  into  seditions  and  insurrections. 
-This,  Sir,  would  in  my  opinion  be  our  mis- 
fortune, if  our  parliaments  were  either  an- 
nual or  triennial :  by  such  frequent  elec- 
tions, there  would  be  so  much  power 
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thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  as 
would  flestroy  that  equal  mixture,  which  is 
|he  beauty  of  our  constitution :  in  short, 
our  goYemment  would  reaUy  become  a 
democratical  government,  ana  might  from 
thence  very  probably  diverge  into  a  tyran- 
nical. Therefore,  m  order  to  preserve 
our  constitution,  in^rder  to  prevent  our 
falling  under  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power, 
we  ou^ht  to  preserve  that  law,  which  I 
lieally  uiinkhas  brought  our  institution  to 
a  more  equal  mixture,  and  consequently 
greater  perfection  than  it  was  everin  before 
that  law  took  place. 

As  to  Bribery  and  Corruption,  Sir,  if  it 
were  possible  to  influence  oy  such  base 
means,  the  majority  of  the  electors  of 
Gceat  Britam,  to  chuse  such  men  as  would 
probably  give  up  their  liberties;  if  it  were 
possible  to  influence,  by  such  means,  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  House  to 
consent  to  the  establishment  of  arbitrary 
power,  I  should  readily  allow,  that  the  cal- 
culations made  b^  the  genUemen  of  the 
other  side  were  just,  and  their  inference 
true';  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  of 
these  is  possible.  As  the  members  of  this 
Ho^s6  generally  are,  and  must  always  be, 
gentlemen  of  fortune  and  figure  in  their 
country  ;  it  is  possible  to  suppose,  that  any 
of  them  could  by  a  pension  or  a  post  bie 
influenced  to  consent  to  the  overthrow 
of  our  constitution,  by  which  the  enjoy- 
ment, nor  only  of  what  he  got,  but  of  what 
he  b^ore  had,  would  be  rendered  alu^e- 
ther  precarious  ?  Iwillallow,  Sir,  that  with 
respect  to  bribery,  theprice  must  be  higher 
or  lower,  generally  in  {>roportion  to  the 
virtue  c^  the  man  who  is  to  be  bribed ; 
but  it  must  likewise  be  granted,  that  the 
humour  he  h^pens  to  be  in  at  Retime, 
the  spirit  he  happens  to  be  endowed  with, 
%dds  a  great  deal  to  his  virtue ;  when  no 
incroachments  are  made  unon  the  rights  of 
the  people,  when  the  people  do  not  think 
themselves  in  any  danger,  there  may  be 
many  of  the  electors,  who  by  a  bribe  of 
ten  guineas,  might  be  induced  to  vote  for 
one  candidate  rather  than  another;  but 
if  the  court  were  making  any  encroach- 
ments upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  a 
proper  spirit  would,  without  doubt,  arise 
m  the  nation,  and  in  such  a  case  I  am  per- 
suaded, that  none,  or  very  few,  even  of 
floch  electors,  could  be  induced  to  vote 
for  a  court-candidate,  no  not  iix  ten  times 
the  sum. 

There  may.  Sir,  be  some  Bribery  and 
Corruption  in  the  nation,  I  am  afraid  there 
wQl  always  be  some ;  but  itis  no  proof  of 


I  it,  that  strangers  are  sometimes  chosen : 
for  a  gentleman  may  have  so  much  natural 
influence  over  a  borough  in  his  neighbour- 
hood, as  to  be  able  to  prevail  with  them 
to  chuse  any  person  he  pleases  to  recom- 
mend :  and  if^upon  such  recommendation 
they  chuse  one  or  two  oi  his  friends,  who 
are  perhaps  strangers  to  them,  it  is  not 
from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  the  two 
strangers  were  chosen  their  represen- 
tatives by  the  means  of  Bribery  and  Cor- 
ruption. 

To  insinuate.  Sir,  that  money  ma^  bo 
issued  from  the  public  treasury  for  bribing 
elections,  is  really  something  very  extraor- 
dinary; especially  in  those  gentlemen  who 
know  how  many  checks  are  upon  every 
shilling  that  can  be  issued  from  thence ; 
and  how  regularly  the  money  granted  in 
one  year  for  the  public  service  of  the  na- 
tion, must  always  be  accounted  for  the  very 
next  session  in  this  House,  and  likewise  in 
the  other,  if  they  have  a  mind  to  call  ioit 
any  such  account.  And  as  to  the  gentle- 
men in  offices,  if  they  have  an  advantage 
over  country  centlemen,  in  having  some- 
thing else  to  depend  on  besides  their  own 
private  fortunes,  they  have  likewise  many 
disadvantages :  they  are  obliged  to  live 
here  at  London  with  their  nunilies,  by 
which  they  are  put  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
pence,  than  ffentlemen  of  equu  fortunes 
who  live  in  the  country  :  this  lays  them 
under  a  very  great  disadvantage,  with  re« 
spect  to  the  suppprtmg  their  inter^t  in 
the  country.  Tne  coimtry  gentleman, 
by  living  among  the  electors,  and  pur- 
cnasin^  the  necessaries  for  hisfiunily  from 
them,  keqps  up  an  acquaintance  and  cor- 
respondence with  them  without  putting 
himself  to  any  extraordinary  diarge ; 
whereas  a  gentleman  who  lives  inLondobt 
has  no  other  way  of  keeping  up  an  ac- 
quaintance or  correspondence  among  his 
friends  in  the  country,  but  by  going  cbwn 
once  or  twice  a  year  at  a  very  extraordi- 
nary charge,  and  oflen  without  any  other 
busmess :  so  t£at  we  may  conclude,  a  gen^ 
tleman  in  office  cannot,  even  in  seven  years, 
save  nmch  for  distributing  in  ready  money, 
at  the  time  of  an  election;  andl  really  be- 
lieve, if  the  fieurt  were  narrowly  enquired 
into,  it  would  appear  that  the  gentlemen 
in  office  are  as  little  guilty  of  bribing 
their  electors  with  reac^  money,  as  any 
other  set  of  gentlemen  in  the  kingdom. 

That  there  are  ferments  oflen  raised 
among  the  people  without  any  just  cause, 
is  what  I  am  surprised  to  hear  ccmtro- 
vertedy  since  v^ry  hUe  experience  majr 
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convince  us  of^e  contrary :  do  not  we 
knoir  what  a  ferment  was  raised  in  the 
iiatimi  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  late 
queen's  rfeign  ?  and  it  is  well  known  YthAt 
a  fttal  change  in  the  affiurs  of  this  nation 
was  introduced,  or  at  least  confirmed  by 
aa  election's  coming  on  whfle  (he  nation 
was  in  that  ferment  Do  not  we  know 
what  a  ferment  was  raised  in  die  nation 
soon  after  his  late  Majesty's  accession  \ 
And  if  an  election  had  then  been  allowed 
to  come  on  while  the  nation  was  in  that 
fenooent,  it  mi^t  perhaps  have  had  as  fiital 
efects  as  tiie  former  ;  but,  thank  God,  t^ 
waswisdy  provided  agamst  by  die  very 
hw  which  is  now  wanted  to  be  repealed. 

It  has  indeed.  Sir,  been  said,  that  th^ 
chief  modve  for  enacting  that  law  now  no 
lon^r  exists :  I  cannot  admit  that  the 
motive  they  mean  was  the  chief  mo- 
tive r  but  even  that  motive  is  very  far 
from  having  entirely  ceased*  Can  gende- 
men  imagine,  that  in  the  spirit  raised  in 
the  nation  but  about  a  twelvemonth  since, 
Jacobitism  and  disafiection  to  the  present 
government  had  no  share  I  Vethu^s  some 
who  might  wish  well  to  the  present  esta- 
blishment did  co-operate,  nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  they  were  the  first  movers  of 
that  spirit ;  but  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
the  spirit  then  raised  should  have  grown 
^>  to  such  a  ferment,  merely  firom  a  pro- 
position which  was  honestly  and  fiuriy  laid 
before  a  parliament,  and  left  entirely  to 
their  determinadon.  No,  Sir,  the  spirit 
ra  perhaps  bqgun  b^  those  who  are  truly 
friends  to  the  mustnous  fiunily  we  have 
now  iqpon  die  throne  ;  but  it  was  raised 
to  a  much  greater  height  dian,  I  believe, 
even  they  dedgned,  by  Jacobites,  and  such 
as  are  toemies  to  our  present  establish- 
ment, who  thoiffiht  they  never  had  a  fairer 
opportunity  of  fringing  about  what  they 
have  so  long  and  so  unsuccessfulhr  wished 
for,  than  tmit  which  had  been  mmished 
than  by  diose  who  first  raised  that  spirit. 
I  hope  the  people  have  now  in  a  great 
measure  come  to  themselves,  and  there- 
fore I  doubt  not  but  the  next  decdons 
wiD  diew  that  when  they  are  left  to  judge 
coolly  they  can  distinguish  between  the 
real  and  tne  pretended  friends  to  the  go- 
vernment: but  I  must  say,  if  the  ferment 
then  raised  in  the  nation  had  not  already 
greadv  subsided,  I  should  have  thought  a 
ttew  elecdona  very  dangerous  experiment ; 
sad  as  such  ferments  may  hereafter  often 
Ittppen,  I  must  think  that  fre(]uent  elec- 
tions will  always  be  dangert>us ;  for  whidi 
r«i90D,  Snso&raslcanseeat  present 


I  shall,  I  believe,  at  all  thnes  think  it  % 
very  dangerous  experiment  to  repeal  die 
Septenni^  Bitl  ^ 

*  *<  It  is  impossible  at  this  distance  of  tune 
to  appreciate  exactly  the  effect  of  the  ininister'a 
speech;  but  a  contemporary  writer  [TiDilal] 
asserti,  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  he  ever 
made.  The  fate  of  diese  two  speeches  is  sin- 
gular :  sir  William  Wyndbam,  by  his  disre- 
spectful allusions  to  the  Kiog,  drew  on  him- 
self a  reproof,  the  justice  of  which  neither 
himself  or  his  friends  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
prove. It  vras  considered  as  an  intemperate 
effusion,  and  did  not  lose  the  minister  a  singls 
supporter  in  parliament,  or  a  single  adherent 
in  the  country;  yet  it  has  been  carefully  in- 
serted by  party  vmters,  calling  themselves  hii- 
torians,  while  ihat  of  the  minister  has  been  ae 
less  invidiously  suppressed. 

**  Walpole's  speech,  as  far  as  it  relates  la 
that  personality  which  seems  to  be  the  recom- 
mending eharacterisdc  of  the  other,  has  eer- 
taioly  less  claim  to  be  recorded,  hacause  th# 
character  and  situation  of  Bolingbroke,  con- 
trasted with  his  own,  are  less  able  tojrive  per- 
maneDce  and  publicity  to  invective.  Tne  faolli 
of  an  ex-minister,  or  aspiring  leader  of  a  party, 
are  less  interesting  to  the  community,  than 
those  of  the  man  who  holds  the  reins  offfo- 
vemment.  But  the  immediate  resnh  of  Wal- 
pole's unpremeditated  reply  to  this  studied  a|» 
tack,  was  a  sense  of  shame  in  the  opposition 
Whigs,  and  of  indignation  in  the  prindfwl 
Tories,  which  interrupted  their  cordial  union* 
Several  Whigs  re-united  tbeowdves  to  the  mi- 
nister, and  the  leadbg  Tories,  ashamed  of  ap- 
pearing the  puppets  of  BoUngbroke,  though 
they  continued  to  thwart  and  oppose  the  mea- 
sores  of  government,  did  not,  of  themselves, 
bring  fbmard  any  new  question  daring  tits 
remainder  of  the  session. 

**It  may  not  perhaps  be  improper  in  this 
place  to  observe,  that  the  sensation  which 
Walpole's  speech  made  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  toe  eflfect  which  it  had  out  of  doors, 
in  developing  the  intrigues  of  BoUngbroke  with 
the  opposition  in  England,  and  of  laying  open 
his  cabals  vrith  foreign  courts  and  ministers, 
were  the  immediate  cause,  that  he  quitted 
this  country,  and  retired  to  France.  Poheney, 
who  saw  and  appreciated  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  his  unpopularity  among  the  Wbiffs, 
to  which  party  he  himself  was  always  oordialqr 
attached,  bitterly  complained  that  sir  William 
Wyndham  received  too  implicitly  the  dictates 
of  Bolin^roke.  With  a  view  therefore  to 
remove  this  stigma  from  opposition,  he  recom- 
mended to  him  a  temporary  retirement  fi-ooi 
England.  Bolingbroke  was  extremely  mor- 
tified, that  all  bis  repeated  professions  of  ho- 
nour, virtue  and  disinterestedness,  did  not  gain 
credit ;  he  found  himself  reduced  to  the  most 
vrretched  situation  which  aa  aspiring  mind  like 
his  could  suffer,  that  of  being  excliMled  from  % 
share  in  the  legislatorei  aiM  heading  a  par^ 
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Beiides  the  seyeral  gentlemen  whom  we 
hare  mentioned,  Mr.  Edward  Harley, 
Mr.  Shlppen,  and  sir  Edward  Stanley^ 
spoke  in  fareur  of  the  question  ;  but  upon 
a  division  it  was  carried  against  Mr. 
Bromley's  motion  by  24<7  to  184. 

List  of  the  Members  who  voted  for 
and  against  the  repeal  of  the 
Septennial  Act. 

For  the  Repeal, 

Cssar,  Charles 
'Cartwright,  Tbo. 
Carew,  sir  Will. 
Caveiiditb,  lord  Jas. 
Charlton,  St.  John 
Chafin,  George 
Chetwynd,  vise. 
Cbetwynd,  John 
Child,  sir  Francis' 
Child,  Will.  Lacon 


Abdy,  sir  Roht 
Acton,  Will. 
Aislabie,Will. 
AUingtOD,  Marmadoke 
Aunesley,  Francis 

Archer, 

Attley,  sir  John 

Aston,  sir  Tho. 

Baoon,  Tho.  Sclater 

Bacon,  sir  Edmund 

Ba^t,  sirW.Wagstaff  ^Cholmondeley,  Chas. 


Banks,  Jobn 
Banks,  Joseph 
Barnard,  sir  Jolm 
-*Barrington,  sir  John 
Bateman,  yisc. 
Bathurst,  Peter 
Bathiirst,  Benjamin 
Beaumont,  sir  Geo. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Geo. 
Bis^g,  John 
Bishop,  sir  Cecil 
Bold,  Peter 
Boscawen,  hon.  Hugh 
Bowes,  George 
Bramston,  Tho. 
Broke,  Philip 
Bromley,  Will. 
Browne,  John 
Bruce,  sir  J.  Hope 
Bolkeley,  vise. 
Bunbury,  sir  Charles 
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Myddleton,  John 
Newland,  Will. 
Newton,  sir  Mich. 
Nightingale,  J.  Gase. 
Oogley,  Samuel 
Packer,  W.  Howard 
Page,  John 
Palmer,  Thomas 
Parker,  Armstead 
Parsons,  Humphrey 
PeiTOt,  Henry 
Pcny,  Micajah 
Philips,  Ambrose 
Philips,  Erasmus 
Pleyden,  Edm.  M. 
Plumer,  Walter 
Powlett^  William 
Pulteney,  Will. 
-Rashieii^h,  Jonathan 
Rolle,  Henry 
Rowney,  Thomas 
Rushout,  sir  Jobn 
Sambroke,  sir  Jeremy 
8t.  Aubin,  sir  John. 
Sandys,  Samuel 
Saunderson,  sir  Hio. 
Scawes,  Thomas 
Sebright,  sir  Tho. 
Seymour,  Francis 
ShaAo,  Jobn     - 
Shippen,  WiHiam 
Shirley,  hon.  Robert 
Shuttleworth,  Richard 
Slingsby,  sir  Henry 
Somerset,  lord  C.  N. 
Spencer,  hon.  Jobn 
Stanhope,  sir  William, 

Stanhope,  Chas. 
Stanley,  sir  Edw. 
Stapleton,  sir  Will.     . 
Talbot,  John  If  ory 
Taylor,  Joseph 
Tremaine,  Arthor 
Vane,Tisc. 
Vane,  hon.*  Henry  ' 
Vaughan,  W.Grojnoe 
Vernon,  sir  Chas. 
Vernon,  G.  VenaUes 
Vyner,  Roliert         ^ 
VTalcot,  Jobn 
Waller,  Edmund 
Waller,  Harry 
Ward,  John 
Winford,  Tho.  Gecrs 
WorUcy,  Edw.  Mont. 
Wrigbte,  Geo. 
Wyndham,  sir  Will. 
Wyndham,  Tho. 
Wynn,  Watkin  Wifl. 
Yorke,  John 


Clarke,  George 

Cockbum,  John 

Cock<:,  Fames 

Coffin,  Rich. 

Colerain,  lord 

Compton,  hon.  Geo. 

Combury,  tisc. 

Comewall,  Velters  ' 
•Cotton,  sir  J.  Hynde  . 
%  Courtenay,  sir  Will. 

Srispe,  Tho. 
alrymple,  capt  John 
Dairy  mple,  sir  Jas. 
Dairy mple,  h.  col.  W. 
Davers,  sir  Jermyn 
Deering,  sir  Edw. 
Desbourerie,,6ir  Edw. 
Devercux,  hon.  Price 
Digby,  hon.  Edvf. 
Di-ew,  Francis 
DoflT,  William 


in  continued  opposition,  without  the  smallest 
hopes  of  ever  beine  restored  to  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  In  his  letters  to  sir  William 
Wyndham,  he  feelingly  describes  bis  own  si- 
tuation, '  I  am  still,'  he  says,  *  the  same  pro- 
•cribed  man,  sorronnded  with  difficulties,  ex- 
posed to  mortifications,  and  unable  to  take  any 
share  in  the  service,  but  that  which  I-hare 
taken  hitherto,  and  which,  I  think,  yon  would 
not  persuade  me  to  take  in  the  present  state  -of 
things.  My  part  is  over,  and  be  who  remains 
on  the  stage  afler  his  part  is  over,  deserves  to 
be  hissed  off.'  In  consequence  of  these  senti- 
ments, he  waited  until  the  meeting  of  the  new 
parliament,  when  a  large  majority  still  snpport- 
mg  the  minister,  during  whose  continuance  in 
power  he  had  no  chance  of  obtaining  a  com- 
plete restoration,  he  followed  the  advice  of  Pul- 
teney, and  retired  in  disgust  to  France." 
Coxa's  Walpok. 


Dundass,  Robert 

Edwards,  Thomas 

Erskine,  Thomas 

Fazakerley,  Nicholas 

Fenwidr,  Nichobis 
Tinch,  hon.  John, 

(Maidstone) 
'Finch,  hon.  John 

Foley,  Edward 

Fortescue,  hon.Tlioo. 

Fuller,  John 

Furnese,  Henry 

Gay,  Robert 

Gowf  r,  hon.  Baptist  L. 

Gower,  bon.  Will.  L. 

Grosvenor,  sir  Robt. 

Gybbon,  Philip 

Hall,  Chas. 

Harley,  Edward 

Harrison,  Thomas 

Harvey,  Michael 

Hawkins,  Philip 
-Hcathcote,  George 

Henley,  Anthony 

Hylton,  Jobn 

Hoby,  sir  Thomas 

Homer,  Tbo.  S. 

Howe,  John 

Jenison,  Ralph 

Inchiquin,  earl  of 

Inwen,  Thomas 
^Isham,  sir  Justinian 

Kemp,  sir  Robert 

Kemp,  Robt 

Keyt,  sir  WiU. 
^Lee,  sir  Thomas 

Lee,  George 
.Xei^b,  hon.  Chas. 

Levinz,  William 

Lewen,  George 

Limerick,  ^c. 

Lisle,  Edw. 
■lister,  Thomas 

Lloyd,  Rich. 

Lowther,sirTho. 

Lutterel,  Alex. 

Lutwyche,  Tho. 

Lyster,  Richard 

Mackenzie,  sir  Geo. 

Mansel,  hon  Bussy 

Masters,  Tho. 

Master,  Legh 

Meadows,  Sidney 

Meredith,  sir  Roger 

Merril,  John 

Monoux,  sir  Humph. 

Mordaunt,  sir  Chas. 

Morpeth,  vise. 

Morrice,  sir  Will. 


Mostyn,  sir  Roger. 
Murray,  John 

Against  the  Repeal. 

Alston,  sir  Rowland  Ashe,  Edw. 

Andrews,  Townsbend  Bacon,  Waller 

Anstmther,  col.  Phil.  Bacon,  sir  Edronnd, 
Arundel,  hon.  Rich.  (of  Gillinghan)) 
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.  iJie  Repeal  of  the  Septennial  Act^ 


A.  D.  nsi. 


Baker,  capt  Hercules 
Beauclerk,  lord  Vere' 
BeDDet,  Thomas 
Berkeley,  faon.  Henry 
Berob,  Arthur 
Bladen,  col.  Martin 
Bladen,  Thomas 
Bond,  John 
Bockland,  Maurice 
Bowles,  Will. 
Bradsbaigh,  sir  Rogfer 
Brid«pnan,  sir  Orian. 
Bridg:es,  George 
Bristow,  Robert 
Brodie,  Alex. 
Brooksbauk,  Stamp 
Brudcuell,  bon.  James 
^urchet,  Josiab 
Barrard,  Paul 
Burton,  Will. 
Butler,  James 
Byng-  bon.  Robert 
Campbell,  John 
Campbell,  Daniel 
Campbell,  sir  Jas. 
Campbell,  col.  John 
Campbell,  John 
Caropt>ell,  Peter 
Carr,  Will. 
Carnarvon,  marq.  of 

^CaswaU,  sir  Geo. 
'-Oholoiondeley,  col.  J.. 
Churchill,  brig-.  Cbas. 
Clayton,  sir  Will. 
Clayton,  Will. 
Cierke,  sir  Thomas 
Cliftoa,  sir  Robert 
Clntterbuek,  Thomas 
Conduit,  John 
Cope,  sir  John 
Cope,  col.  John 
Copleston,  Thomas 
Cornwallis,  hon.  Step. 
Com%?alli8,  hon.  John 
Croft,  sir  Archer 
Crosse,  John 
Crowle,  Geo. 
Cunningham,  Heniy 
Danrers,  Joseph 
Darcy,  sir  Conyers 
Docmioique,  Paul 
(^l^oddington,  George 
^^Doddington,  George 
I>euglas,  Robt. 
I>owning,  sir  Geo. 
Urake,  sir  Francis 
Drummond,  John 
Dutton,  sir  John 
Ducket,  col.  Wai. 
Erie,  Giles 
Erie,  capt.  Will. 
East,  Will. 
Edgcumb,  Richard 
Edwanls,  Samuel 

.  Egmont,  earl  of 
Eiiot,  Richard 
j^kine,  Charles    • 

[  vol:  IX.] 


Evans,  Rich. 
Evelyn,  John 
Eversfield,  Cbas. 
Eyies,  sir  John 
Eyles,  Joseph 
Eyles,  capt.  Francis 
Farrington,  Thomas 
Ferguson,  sir  James 
Finch,  hon.  Henry   - 
Fitzroy,  Chas. 
Forbes,  Duncan 
FoXj  Stephen 
Fraukland,  sir  Tho. 
Gage,  sir  Will. 
Gailway,  vise 
Gibson,  Tho. 
Glanvill,  Will. 
Glenorchy,  vise. 
Goddard,  John 
Goun^,  sir  Henry 
Gould,  Nath. 
Gould,  John 
Grant,  sir  James 
Gregory,  Geo. 
Griffith,  John 
Grimston,  vise. 
Hales,  sir  Tho. 
Hales,  Tho. 
Hamilton,  Alex. 
Hamilton,  lord  Arch. 
Harris,  John 
Harrison,  George 
Hay,  Will. 
Heathcote,  sir  John 
Hedges,  John 
Henley,  Henry  Holt 
Herbert,  Henry  Arth. 
Herbert,  Tho. 
Herbert,  Robert 
Hervcy,  Tho. 
Hinxman,  Joseph 
Hoghton,  sir  Henry 
Hope,  Tho. 
Hoste,  James 
Hotham,  sir  Chas. 
Howard,  col.  Chas. 
Howarth,  sir  Humph. 
Hucks,  William 
Hucks,  Robert 
Huxley,  Georgo 
JcuDiogs,  sir  John 
Je<;sop,  William 
Jewkes,  John^ 
Ingolde^,  Tho, 
Ingram,  Henry 
Kelsal,  Henry 
Knollys,  Henry 
Lane,  sir  Rich. 
Leathes,  Carteret 
Lt'heup,  Isaac 
Lewis,  Tho. 
Lewis,  Thu. 
Liddell,  Geo. 
lisbuiTie,  vise. 
Uoyd,  Salusbury 
Lloyd,  Philip 
Lockyer,  Cbas. 


Longaeville,  Chas. 
Lowther,  sir  Will. 
Lowther,  hon.  Anth. 
Lumley,  hon.  James 
Maister,  Henry 
Manners,  vise. 
Martin,  Tho. 
Medlycott,  Thomas 
Middleton,  sir  Will. 
Middl(^ton,  col.  John 
Mill,  sir  Rich. 
M!lner,8h-Will. 
Monson,  Geo. 
More,  Robert 
Moreton,  bnn.  M.  D. 
Monro,  sir  Robert 
Mordaunt,  John 
Morden,  col. 
Montagu,  col. 
Nasmith,  Sir  James 
Norton,  Tho. 
Offley,  Crew 
Onslow,  col.  Rich. 
Orlebar,  John 
Oughton,  sir  Adolp. 
Owen,  Will. 
Parker,  sir  Philip 
Parsons,  Henry 
Pawlet,  lord  Harry 
Pearse,  Thomas 
Pierse,  Henry 
Pelham,  hon.  Henry 
Pelham,Tho. 
Pelham,  James 
Pelham,  Tho. 
Pelham,  Tho.  jun. 
Piers,  col.  Will. 
Powlett,  C.  Armand 
Powlett,  Norton 
Price,  Uvedale 
Pulteney,  col.  Henry 
Purvis,  capt.  George 
Plumer,  Rich. 
Plumtre,  John 
Pigot,  Robert 
Ramsden,  John 
Reade,  sir  Thomas 
Reade,  col.  Geo.   , 
Rich,  sir  Robert 
Rider,  Dudley 
Roberts,  Gabriel        ^ 
Robinson,  sir  Tho. 
Rudge,  John 
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Rutherford,  James 
Saville,  sir  George 
St.  John,  hon.  Johfi 
St.  Quintin,  M.  Chitty 
Saunders,  sir  George 
Scropp,  John 
Selwyn,  Chas. 
Selwyn,  John 
ShauHon,  vise. 
Sinclair,  col.  James 
Sloper,  Will. 
Smelt,  Leonard 
Speke,  George 
Sianhopc,  Chas. 
Stert,  Arthur 
Stewart,  Will. 
Sutton,  gen.  Rich. 
Thom|>son,  Edward 
Thompson,  Will. 
Tilson,  Christopher 
'lowers,  Christopher 
Townshend,  hon.  Hor. 
Townshend,  hon.  Tho. 
Townshend,  hon.  Will. 
Treby,  George 
Ti*encbard,  George 
Tucker,  Edward 
Tutfh^l,  Samuel 
Turner,  Cholmley 
Turner,  sir  Charles 
Tyrrel,  col.  JameS 
Vmcenl,  Henry 
Wade,  gen.  George 
Wager,  sir  Chas. 
Walker,  Tho. 
Walpole,  sir  Robf. 
Walpole,  Horatio 
Walpole,  Edward 
Walter,  Peter* 
Wardour,  Will. 
Wentworlh,  sir  Will. 
White,  John 
Whitworth,  Francis 
Wiile8,John 
Williams,  sir  Nicholaii 
Williams,  Hughs 
Wills,  sir  Chas. 
Winnington,  Tho. 
Wilson,Daniel 
>VoHaston,  Will. 
^Wyndham,  Tho. 
AVynn,  Tho. 
Yonge,  sir  WilL 


*  This  was  the  Peter  Walter  so  frequently 
olludcd  to  by  Pope.  His  nt\me  was  Walter, 
though  sometimes  called  Waters : 

'<  Like  doctors  thus,  when  much  dispute  hai 

past. 
We  find  our  tenets  just  the  same  at  last. 
Both  fairly  owning,  riches,  in  effect, 
No  grace  of  heav'n,  or  token  of  th'  elect ; 
Giv^  to  the  fool,  the  mad,  the  vain,  the  evil. 
To  Ward,  to  Waters,  Chartres,  and  the  Devi). 


L8I1 


"  Wis^ 
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7  GEORGE  U. 


Hebaie  in  ihs  Lords  reUuing  to  the 
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Debate  in  the  Lords  relating  to  the  Eke* 
Hon  of  Peers  in  Scotland."]  March  6.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  House 
to  take  into  consideration  matters  relating 
to  the  Election  of  the  Peers  of  that  part 
of  Great-Britain  called  Scotland;  the 
earl  of  Marchmont  moved  to  resolve, 
•*  That  no  person  who  hath  claimed,  or 
shaD  claim  right  by  succession  to  any 

"  Wise  Peter  sees  the  world's  respect  for  gold, 
And  therefore  hopes  this  nation  may  m  sold : 
Glorious  ambition !  Peter,  swell  thy  store, 
And  be  what  Rome's  great  Didias  was  before. 

«^  F.  Yes,  strike  that  Wild,  I'll  justify  the  blow. 
P.  Strike?     why  the  man  was  hanged   ten 

years  ago :  ^ 

Who  now  that  obsolet^example  fears  ? 
Ev'ii  Peter  trembles  only  for  his  ears. 
F.  What  always  Peter  P  Peter  thinks  yod  mad, 
You  make  men  desp*rate  if  they  opce  are  bad : 
Else  mig^t  he  take  to  virtue  seme  years  hence. — 

^*  Peter  Walter,  a  person  not  only  eminent  in 
the  wisdom  of  his  nrotes  ion,  as  a  dextrous  at 
tomey ,  but  albwea  to  be  a  good,  if  not  a  safe, 
conveyancer ;  extremdy  respected  by  the  no- 
bility of  this  land,  though  free  from  all  manner 
of  luxury  and  ostentation:  His  weahh  was 
Qever  seen,  .and  his  bounty  never  heard  of,  ex  • 
cept  to  his  own  son,  for  whom  he  procured  an 
employment  of  considerable  profit,  of  which 
he  gave  him  as  much  as  was  necessary. 
Therefore  the  taxing  this  gentleman  with  any 
ambition,  is  certainly  a  great  wrong  to  him." 

<<  Peter  Walter  purchased  Stalbridge  park, 
Dear  Sherborne,  a  seat  of  the  Boyle  family, 
now  in  possession  of  the  earl  ot  Uxbridge, 
where  he  lived  many  years.  He  was  a  neigh- 
bour of  Henry  Fielding,  who  lived  at  East 
Stour,  about  fbnr  miles  distant,  and  was  suppos* 
ed  to  be  th^character  described  by  him  in  Joseph 
Andrews,  the  important  "  iVster  Pounce." 
In  1737,  Peter  narrowly  escaped  the  pillory 
for  forgery :  and  got  off  witii  a  severe  rebuke 
only,  from  the  Bench. 

*'  The  manor  of  Stalbridge  was  purchased  by 
Peter  Walter,  esq.  who  was  clerk  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  steward  to  the 
duke  of  Nev)  castle,  aud  other  noblemen  and 
gentlemen.  He  acquired  an  immense  fortune, 
represented  the  borough  of  Bridport  in  parlia- 
ment, and  .died  174^,  set.  83.''  History  of 
Dorset. 

<*  He  resided,  during  the  latter  period  of  his 
life,  in  a  spacious  mansion  witliin  this  manor, 
where  some  particulars  of  him  are  still  remem- 
bered. He  had  been  assisted  in  making  a 
favourite  purchase  by  a  dependant,  who  conse- 
quently expected  a  compensation:  Mr.  W. 
refused  making  any  at  bis  own  expence,  but 
promised  to  reward  him  at  the  e|[pence  of  some 
mother  person.  He  accordingly  prevailed  on  a 
neighbouring  baronet  to  lease  if  him  a  part  of 


Peerage  of  Scotland,  other  than  a  descen. 
dent  of  the  body  ^  a  Peer  or  Peeress, 
who  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Peerage  claimed,  since  tl^e  25th  of  April, 
1690,  riiall  be  admitted  to  vote,  at  any 
Election  of  a  pe^  or  peers  to  sit  in  parlia- 
ment, for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  untu  his  right  and  title  be 
claimed  and  determined  in  this  House.*'* 


his  demesne  lands  on  terms  so  unusually  ad* 
vantageoos,  that  they  could  not  escape  obeer- 
vation  ;  the  taxes  and  parochial  imposts  bemg 
charged  on  the  occupier  of  the  adjoining  farm. 
The  estate  is  still  possessed  by  a  daughter  of 
the  lessee,  with  all  the  advantages  atUched  to 
it  A  characteristic  scene  was  described  bv  a 
son  of  bis  bailiff,  who,  when  a  boy,  attended 
his  father  in  an  evening  on  business  at  the  ma- 
nor-house. They  found  its  possessor  sitting 
without  light  in  a  small  room  communicating 
with  the  kitchen.    On  their  approach  he  ap- 

{»1ied  a  dry  raspberry  stick  to  his  fire,  aud 
ighted  a  small  candle  which  stood  on  the  taUe 
before  him ;  but  finding,  on  enquiry,  that  the 
present  business  requirdi  no  light,  be  extin* 
guished  the  candle,  and  continued  the  conver- 
sation in  the  dark.  Notwithstanding  his  rigid 
parsimony,  he  exacted  the  respect  usuaHy  paid 
to  opulence  ;  for  observing  that  the  youth  bad 
contmned  with  bis  bat  on,  supposing  no  extra- 
ordinary deference  due  to  the  ffreat  man's  a|>* 
pearanoe,  he  rated  him  violenSy  for  his  rusti- 
city and  inattention. 

«<  The  story  of  the  "  Miser  and  the  Candle,'* 
is  not  uncommon :  but  I  have  this  account 
from  undoubted  authority.  The  other  anec- 
dote shews  the  propri^y  of  Pope's  epithet, 
«  Wise  Peter."  Pope's  Works,  Bowles's  Edi- 
tion, vol.  3,  p.  290. 

*  <*  It  was  upon  all  hands  admitted,  that  die 
right  of  succession  to  Scots  Peerages  was  very 
undetermined  by  the  laws  of  that  counti^, 
and,  by  a  most  unaccountable  oversight  in  the 
act  of  Union,  there  existed  no  proper  jadicatory 
for  trying  the  validity  of  any  claim  to  a  Soots 
Peerage,  excepting  the  Court  of  Session  in 
Scotland,  which  many  of  the  English  peers 
thought  was  an  incroachment  upon  their  rights. 
It  was  likewise  admitted,  that  at  an  election  of 
the  peers  of  Scotland,  the  clerk  or  clerks  offi- 
ciating there,  had  a  right  to  admit  any  claim- 
ant ot  a  Scots  Peerage  to  a  vote.  It  was  there- 
fore moved  to  resolve,  ^  That  no  peer  who  bath 
claimed,  or  shall  claim  right  by  successioD  to 
any  Peeraae  of  Scotland,  other  than  a  de- 
scendant of  the  body  of  a  peer  or  peeress,  who 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  peerage 
claimed,  since  the  S5th  of  April,  1690,  shall 
be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a  peer 
or  peers,  to  sit  in  parliament,  for  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  until  bis  liffht 
and  title  be  claimed  and  determined  in  ttiia 
House.'    It  had  been  greatly  to  be  wished. 
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The  lord  Hardwick,  the  duke  of  New- 
oastley  the  earl  of  Ilay,  lord  Hervey  and 
lord  Talbot,  opposed  the  mo^on^  urging, 
That  it  was  oangerous  taking  such  a 
Resolution,  on  account  of  dormant  titles, 
who  might  have  claims,  and  thereby  be 
precluded  from  their  just  right. 

Thcnr  were  relied  to  by  the  marquis  of 
Tweedale,  the  ouke  of  Montrose,  the  earls 
of  Chesterfield,  Winchelsea,  and  Stra£brd, 
and  the  lords  Carteret  and  Bathurst,  who 
aigued  the  necessity  of  such  a  Resolution, 
on  account  of  sev^al  peers  continuing  on 
die  roll  of  Peerage,  whose  fiunilies  are  ex- 
tinct, or  have  no  right ;  by  which  means 
the  sixteen  Peers  might  be  chosen  by  a 
majority,  ^o  have  no  right  at  all. 

But  the  earl  of  Scarborough  and  the 
duke  of  Argyle  were  for  putting  off  the 
motion,  whidi  was  agreed  to ;  and  it  was 
ordered,  Hiat  the  House  be  put  into  a 
Committee  oa  that  affiur  on  the  Monday 
next. 

The  Marquis  of  Tnetdde  fiunes^  That 
the  Election  of  the  Scots  Peers  be  by 
BaUot.2  Then  the  marquis  of  Tweedale 
moved  to  resolve,  **  That  for  the  better 
securii^  the  Freedom  of  the  Election  of  a 
peer  or  ^rs  to  sit  in  the  parliament  of 
Great-Britain  on  the.part  of  Scotland,  the 
Election  shall  be  by  way  of  ballot.''  His 
lordship  was  supported  by  the  lords  Ba^ 
thurst  and  Carteret,  who  urged  the  rea- 
sonableness thereof,  to  preserve  undue 
influence. 

They  were  opposed  by  the  dukes  of  Af- 

Sle  and  Newcastle,  and  lord  Talbot,  who 
eged,  <<  That  the  method  of  ballot  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  act  of  union,  by  which 
it  was  declared.  That  it  should  he  an  open 
election."  • 

Protest  on  the  said  Motion* s  jxusing  in 

the  negative.2     Then  the  question  being 

put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved   in  the 

nc^ive. 

Contents...  45        Not  Contents...  75 

Proxies  ...  18        Proxies 4..  21 

6S  96 

<<  Dissentient' 

1.  **  Because  this  modon  tending  only  to 

that  this  motion  could  have  been  complied 
with;  but  the  tendency  of  it  beiD^  direcUyre- 
pii|goant  to  the  Articles  of  the  Uoion,  and  the 
pnvilcges  of  Scotch  peers,  and  likewise  to  the 
tews  aod  fluccession  to  the  peerages  in  Scot- 
luid,thesamtwBsdrept"    Tiodai. 


make  a  variation  m  the  manner  of  electing 
the  peers  for  Scotland,  we  apprehend  it 
was  entirely  agreeable  to  the  mtention  of 
the  22d  article  of  the  Union ;  for  whatever 
can  contribute  to  make  the  Election  more* 
free  and  independent,  the  m<Nre  it  answers 
the  design  of  that  artide :  and  we  must 
observe,  that  this  House  has  been  so  far 
from  thinldi^  the  manner  of  election 
unalterable,  that  a  bill  passed  this  House,* 
by  which  the  election  itself  was  entirely 
abolished. 

2.  **  Because  in  an  election  of  this  naturci 
the  method  of  voting  by  ballot  appears  to 
us  infinitely  preferable  on  many  accounts, 
for  as  it  is  well  known  there  are  several 
alliances  among  that  body  of  nobility, 
many  of  the  peers  may  be  put  under  great 
difficulties,  their  alliances  drawing  them 
one  way,  and  their  opinion  and  inclination 
another  way.  It  is  also  possible,  that  by 
pensions  from  the  crown,  or  by  civil  or 
military  preferments,  some  of  them  may 
lye  imder  obligations  to  a  court,  and  be 
reduced  to  the  hard  necessity  f  under  the 
power  of  an  arbitrary  minister)  either  of 
losing  their  emplojnnents,  or  of  voting 
against  their  nearest  relations,  and  their 
own  opinion  also.  We  apprehend  that  no 
election  can  be  called  perfectly  free,  ^Hiere 
any  number  of  the  electors  are  under  any 
influence  whatsoever,  by  which  they  may 
be  biassed  in  the  freedom  of  their  choice* 

S.  **  Because  we  apprehend,  that  this 
House  is,  in  a  most  essential  manner,  caa" 
cemed  in  the  freedom  ai  this  election; 
for  if  sixteen  new  members  are  to  be 
brought  in  every  new  parliament,  under 
any  undiie  influence,  it  may  tend  to  sub' 
vert  the  independence  of  tms  House,  and 
of  consequence  the  constitution  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  $y  means  of  such  an 
election,  an  ambitious  minister  may  make 
use  of  the  power  of  the  crown,  at  one  time, 
to  destroy  the  interest  of  the  crown ;  at 
another  to  oppress  th'^  liberty  of  his  fel- 
low subjects,  and  by  different  turns,  pro« 
tect  himself  from  the  just  resentment  of 
both. 

4.  ^<  As  this  House  is  the  highest  court  of 
judicature,  and  the  last  resort  m  all  matters 
relating  to  the  projperties  of  the  subjects 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  we  conceive 
that  every  person  who  is  .master  of  any 
property,  is  concerned  in  the  consequence 
of  diis  motion ;  for  if  sixteen  ot  these 
mentors,  in  whose  hands  this  great  trust 
is  vested,  should  ever  be  thougnt  to  be  in 

♦  See  VoL  r,  p.  609. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


487j; 


7  GEOilGE  II.  DjAaU  ia4ht  Lards  ralalhigi^)  (he 


im 


the  noinination  of  a  minister^  the  subjects 
of  these  kingdoms  may  have  great  reason 
to  dread  the  consequence  /of  such  an  un- 
warrantable influence,  by  which  tlieir  hber- 
ttes,  lives  and  properties  might  be  rendered 

precarious. {ISignedJ  Boyle,  Bedford, 

Carteret,  Weymouth,  Cobharn^ 
Chesterfield,  Montrose,  Coventry, 
StraiTord,  Cardigan,  Bolton,  Ha- 
vei'sham,  Marchmont,  Bathuist, 
^larlborough,  Winchelsea  and  Not- 
tingham, Bruce,  Oxford  and  Mor- 
timer, Willouffhby  de  Broke,  Clin- 
ton, Ayiesford,  MoQtjQy,TweedaIe, 
Northampton,  Wamngton,  Stair, 
Penbigh,  Gower,  Bristd,  Foley, 
Tadcaster,  Litchfield,  Ker,  Berk- 
shire/' 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
Jbrd's  Motion^  concerning  Persons  %vho  sJioll 
endea\)ourto  engrage  Votes  in  the  Elections  of 
Peers  in  ScoUand.'j  March  18.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  taking 
into  consideration  matters  relating  to  the 
election  of  the  Peers  of  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  call<:4  Scotland : 

The  Duke  of  Beef  ford  moved  to  resolve, 
**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  ibi^  House,  that 
any  person  or  persons  taking  upon  him  or 
them  to  engage  any  Peers  of  Scotland,  by 
threats,  promise  of  place  or  pepaion,  or 
any  reward  or  gratuity  whatsoever  firom 
.  the  crown,  to  vote  for  any  peer,  or  list  of 
peers  to  renresent  the  Peerage  of  Scot- 
land in  parliament,  is  an  high  insult  on 
the  ju?tice  of  the  crown,  an  incroachment 
on  the  fi^eedom  of  elections,  and  highly 
injurious  to  tlie  honour  of  the  peerage." 

His  grace  was  supported  by  the  earl  of 
Stair,  tlie  lords  Wiiloughby  de  Broke, 
Bathurst,  ^nd  Carteret ;  and  the  earls  of 
Chesterfield  and  Winchelsea,  to  the  £61- 
^pwing  effect. 

IVIy  ]uords;  It  is  well  known,  that  by  the 
constitution  of  this  kingdom,  all  elections, 
of  whatever  nature,  ought  to  be  made  with 
the  utmost  freedom  :  We  have  many  laws, 
both  ancient  and  modem,  for  establishing. 
the  freedom  of  elections,  and  for  prevent- 
ing any  undue  infiuence  that  may  be  made, 
eitiie;?:  by  money,  by  liireats,  or  by  pro- 
mises, upon  the  electors:  the  very  nature 
of  the  thmg  requires  it  should  be  so ;  for 
every  man  who  is  allowed  a  vote  at  any 
election,  is  by  law  presumed  capable  of 
determining  within  himself,  who  is  the 
most  proper  person  for  that  post,  office  or 
eamloyment,  to  which  he  is  to  elect;  and 
if  ne  be  directed  in  hi«  votinj^,  either  by 


money,:by'thre9ts,  prby  promises,  it  is^he 
who  directs  that  is  properly  tlie  elect^jr* 
and  not  he  who  is^made  the  topi  upon  tjx^ 
occasioo;  by  whicli  meanys  that  ekctiop^ 
which  by  law  ought  to  be. made. by  a  great 
number  of  persoiu^  mav  come  to  be  di- 
rected, and  consequently  made,  by  im» 
single  man. 

Therefore,  my  irords,  it  has  al^vays  bee^ 
deemed  to  be  a  maxim  of  the  <^ommon 
law  of  En^and,  *  that  electk)!^  dmU  be 
regularly  and  freely  made,  witliput  jEipy 
interruption  whatever;'  and  this  ^ifu^ifn 
has  been  confirmed  and  iniorced  by  ipcNlt 
of  the  great  Kings  that  ever  reigned  in 
this  kin^om.  Under  our  glorioua  King 
Edward  the  1st  was  that  statute  m^dp, 
which  is  called  the  first  of  Westminster; 
and  by  the  5th  chap,  ef  that  statute  it  is 
expressly  ordamed,  <  That  no  great  mtm* 

*  or  any  other  person,  shall  by  force,  by 

*  malice,  or  by  tlireats^  any  way  dkturb 

*  the  freedom  of  election  under  the  pain. 

*  of  grievous  forfeiture ;'  wKich  is  a  law 
that  IS  still  in  force,  aud  a  law  that  relates 
to  all  elections  made  or  to  he  made  within 
this  kingdom ;  and  so  careful  were  our 
ancestors  of  preserving  this  freedom  c^ 
election,  that  even  requests  ^4  earnest 
solicitations  were  in  such  cartes  deemed 
unla^vfld,  as  may  appear  from  that  statute 
which  was  made  in  the  7ih  of  Heary  the 
IVth,  and  fyom  the  14th  chapter  of  the 
statute  called  Ai^ticuli  Cleri,  which  was 
made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  2d :  fer 
it  was  most  reasonably  by  them  co;icluded^. 
that  if  any  great  or  powerful  man  was  al- 
lowed but  to  request  or  solicit  a  man  for 
his  vote  at  any  election,  that  request  or 
solicitation  would  have  tJie  same  efi'ect  a^ 
if  he  had  aietualiy  threatened  tliat  man,  or 
made  promises  to  him  for  giving  his  V9t^ 
as  directed ;  because  every  man  would  na- 
Uirally  presume^  tirat  if  he  complied  with 
the  great  man's  request,  he  might  expect . 
his  favour;  and  if  he  defied  his  request, 
he  must  expect  his  malice. 

From  hence  it  is  plain,  -my  l^ordsg  that 
by  the  yery  nature  of  the  tiling,  as  well  as 
by  the  common  and  the  statute  law  of  this 
kingdom,  it  is  highly  criminal  in  any  great 
man  to  request  or  solicit  votes  at  any 
election,  but  it  miist  be  still  more  highly 
criminal  in  .any  man  actually  to  give  or  to 
promise  any  money  pr  other  reward  upon 
such  an  occasion,  especially  in  any  diing 
that  relates  to  a  right  of  sitting  in  thi$ 
tloifse;  and  what  appeal's  t^  be  .the  un- 
doqb^d  law  of  England  ^s  so  ihr  (vtm 
being  derpgated  firoip  by  th^  umtwi  be- 
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tween  the  two  nations,  that  it  is^inthe  par- 
ticular case  now  before  us,  expressly  con- 
firmed by  that  act  which  was  made  in  the 
parHament  of  Scotland,  for  settling  the 
manner  of  electing*  the  sixteen  peers ;  and 
which  act  Ls,  by  the  parliaments  of  both 
nations,  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  if  the 
ttme  had  been  part  of  the  articles  of 
union* 

Since,  then,  it  appears  that  the  Resolu- 
tion now  prqposed  is  nothing  but  a  decla- 
ration of  wlmt  k  now  the  law  of  Great ' 
Britain,  I  can  see  no  reason  fbr  our  not 
complying  with  the  tnotion  which,  the 
noble  duke  has  been  pleased  to  make  to 
us;  but  on  ihe  contraiy,  I  see  many  and 
Jtrone  reasons  for  our  agreeing  to  it ;  for 
it  wDi  certainly  infofce  the  laws  now  in 
bang;  it  will  put  people  in  mind  that 
there  are  such  laws,  and  will  contribute 
greatly  towards  terrifying  those  who  may 
Aerealter  have  evil  intentions,  from  being 
guilty -of  those  practices  which  tliey  know 
to  have  been  so  lately  condemned  by  this 
House:  and  such  a  resolution  is  at  present 
the  more  necessary,  because  of  the  great 
complaints  now  so  generally  made  over  the 
whole  nation  against  such  practices: 
brfcery  and  corruption  in  elections  of  all 
kinds  is  now  so  universally  complained  of, 
that  it  is  become  highly  necessary  for  this 
House  to  come  to  some  vigorous  resolu- 
tions against  it,  in  order  to  convince  the 
world,  that  it  has  not  as  yet  got  within 
dieae  walls :  it  has  already,  I  am  afraid, 
got  too  €rm  a  footing  in  some  other  parts 
of  our  constitution  ;  what  is  now  proposed 
will  not,  I  am  afraid,  -be  a  sufficient  bar- 
rier, but  J  am  very  sure,  if  sometJmig  is 
'Hot  very  speedily  done,  if  some  effiec^tusil 
measures  are  not  soon  taken  against  that 
deadly  foe  to  our  constitution,  1  say,  I  am 
8i»e,  that  in  a  short  time  corruption  win 
become  «o  general,  that  no  man  wiH  he 
a6raid  to  corrupt,  no  man  willl>e  aeliesiied 
of  being  corrupted. 

Hiov^  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  my  Lords, 
that  any  undue  Influence  has  as  yet  been 
made  use  cf  in  the  election  of  die  sixteen 
peers  fbr  Scotland ;  though  it  cannot  be 
raq»ected  that  any  such  influence  will  ever 
be  aUowed  of,  much  less  approved  of  by 
his  present  Majesty,  yet  no  n«m  can  ten 
bow  soon  such  a  thing  maybe  attempted ; 
and  the  circumstances  <^many  of  the  peers 
of  that  nation  give  us  great  reason  to  l>e 
iealous  of  such  attempts:  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that  there  are  many  of  them  who 
hav:e  the  misforttHie  of  having  but  waM 
estates ;  it  i»  w^  kA«fwa  that  many  of  tbcm 


hove  commissions  in  the  armjr,  or  places  in 
the  goveniiifent  depending  upon  the  plea- 
sure of  the  cro>m ;  and  it  must  begranted 
that  some  of  them  cannot  well  support  the 
dignity  of  their  titles,  and  tlie  ancient 
grandeur  of  their  families,  without  such 
commission  in  the  army,  or  post  in  the 
government:  ifthcn  any  future  ambitious 
prince  ^ould  think  of  securing  by  illegal 
means  a  majority  in  this  House,  m  order 
to  destroy  the  liberties  of  his  people  ;  or  if 
any  wicked  minister  who  had  got  the  lead- 
ing of  a  weak  prince  should  think  of  get- 
ting a  corrupt  majority  '  in  this  House^ ' 
in  order  to  secure  him  against  an  im- 
peachment from  the  other,  are  not  we  na- 
turally to  oonclude,  that  ^e  first  attempt 
of  such  a  king,  or  sudi  a  minister,  wouM 
be  to  secure  the  siicteen  peers  from  Scot* 
land. 

In  such  a  case  a  Court-List,  or  rather  a 
Ministerial-List,  vrould  certainly  be  sent 
down,  and  every  peer  of  Scotland  that  did 
not  vote  phimp  fbr  that  List,  would  he 
under-hand  threatened  with  being  turned 
out  of  his  commission  in  the  army  or  navy, 
or  out  of  his  employment  nnder  the  go- 
vernment^ and  otJiers  would  be  induced  to 
vote  for  it  by  secret  promises  of  preferment, 
or  of  being  provided  for.  The  noble  fima- 
lies  of  Scotland  are,  my  Lords,  as  ancient, 
and  have  always  behaved  with  as  much 
honour,  as  the  nobility  of  any  nation  under 
the  sun;  but  in  sucti  a  case,  how  hard, 
mi^ht  be  the  fiaite  of  some  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  noble  fieunilies  of  that  king- 
dom :  they  must  wtgratefully  vote  against 
those  who  perhaps  procured  them  the 
oomrnissions  or  the  posts  they  enjoy,  they 
must  vote  for  those  whom  they  know  to  bo 
men  of  no  worth  and  honour,  men  whom 
they  knowHo  be  mere  tools  of  power ;  or 
otlierwise  the^  must  expect  to  oe  stript  dT 
sU  dieir  pretermfents  imder  the  govern- 
ment, and  thereby  rendered  incc^ble  of 
supporting  themselves  in  their  native  coun- 
try as  noblemen,  peHu^s  even  as  gentle- 
men. This  is  a  mwfortime  which  certainly 
may  happen :  this,  mv  Lords,  is  a  misfor- 
tune wmdi,  in  regard  to  our  country,  in 
regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity  o^  this 
House,  in  regard  to  our  own  families  we 
ought  to  provide  against ;  and  we  cannot 
provide  against  it  too  soon. 

I  say,  ray  Lords,  that  it  is  a  misfortune, 
whidi  in  regard  even  to  our  own  families,, 
we  ougbt  to  provide  against  t  for  it  is  well 
loKiwn  that  there  is  but  seldom  any  diffe- 
reope  between  the  royal  and  the  ministerial 
pow^f  there  never  can  ba  any  diftreiicoc 
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hetween  the  tire>  but  when  diere  is  a  just, 
a  wise  jBod  an  active  prince  upon  the 
throne ;  for  when  there  is  an  ambitious  and 
an  uxgust  nrince  up<Mi  the  throne^  his  mi- 
nisters will  readily  submit,  he  will  make 
every  thing  submit  to  his  power,  if  he  can ; 
and  when  a  weak  or  an  indolent  prince 
haf^ns  to  be  upon  the  throne,  the  whole 
ro^fu  power  will  always  be  lodged  with  the 
mmisters,  generally  in  one  prime  minister ; 
and  as  such  ministers  always  endeavour  to 
act  in  an  arbitrary  wav^  fltey  never  wiU 
employ  any  but  those  who  will  meanly  sub- 
mit to  be  their  tools ;  aU  others  they  will 
endeavour  to  <mpress  or  destroy :  it  is  cer- 
tain that  men  oi  great  families  and  fortunes, 
who  have  any  sense  or  penetration,  will 
never  so  easuy  submit  to  the  arbitrary 
views  of  an  amibitious  prince,  nor  will  they 
so  easily  submit  to  be  the  tools  of  an  over- 
bearing ministcfr,  as  fools  or  mean  upstarts ; 
and  therefore  no  such  prince  or  prime  mi- 
nister will  ever  employ  any  of  them,  if  they 
can  do  without :  while  the  ancient  dignity 
and  the  weight  of  this  House  is  preserved, 
the  ancient  and  the  great  fiunuies  of  the 
kingdom  will  always  be  able  to  confine  the 
views  of  an  ambitious  prince,  and  to  force 
him  to  delegate  a  just  proportion  of  his 
power  to  them ;  and  they  will  always  be  in 
a  condition  to  force  themselves  in  upon  a 
prime  minister,  not  as  his  tools  but  as  his 
partners  in  power :  but  if  it  should  once 
oome  to  be  m  the  power  of  a  prince  or  mi- 
nister to  secure  by  dishonourable  means  a 
majority  in  this  House,  the  greatest  part 
of  our  posterity  will  for  ever  be  excluded 
from  aU  share  in  the  government  of  their 
country;  none  but  mean  tools  of  power, 
and  knavish  upstarts  vnH  be  employed  in 
the  administration ;  and  perhaps  even  our 
next  successors  may  see  a  widked  and  over- 
bearing prime  minister  of  state  at  the  head 
of  a  parcel  of  fools  and  knaves,  carrying 
things  in  this  House  by  a  majority,  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  the  generality  of 
mankind  without  doors,  and  contrary  to 
the  opinion  oi  every  honest  man  of  sense 
within. 

To  me,  my  Lqrds,  it  is  as  clear  as  de- 
monstration, tiiat  an  utter  exdusion  of  all 
the  nobility  in  Great  Britain,  who  had  either 
hoBOur  or  food  sense,  from  any  share  in 
the  administration,  would  be  the  certain 
consequence  of  the  court^sgettingitin  their 
power  to  secure  by  corruption  a  majority 
m  this  House :  but  I  am  much  afraid  the 
misfortune  would  not  stop  here;  I  am 
afinud  that  sudi  a  court  wovld  soon  b^in 
to  think  tf  fttting  rid  of -every  ftmtty  in 


the  nation  which  could  be  any  way  trou- 
blesome to  them ;  and  of  such  a  resolution, 
my  Lords,  supported  by  such  a  majority, 
how  fatal  might  the  consequences  be  to 
every  one  c^your  lordships  mmilies,  which  - 
happened  unfortunately  at  that  time  to 
have  a  representative  beloved  in  his  coun- 
try, and  esteemed  for  his  great  honour  and 
his  good  sense :  of  such  consequa[iceB  I 
have  the  most  terrible  afmrehensions :  I 
hope  no  such  case  will  ever luq[)pen ;  but  I 
must  desire  your  lordships  to  consider  how 
great  an  influence  a  number  of  16  sore 
votes  might  have  upon  all  the  resdutiona 
of  this  House :  look  mto  your  journals,  lode 
into  the  histories  of  tms  nation,  mid  you 
will  see  how  many  questions,  questions  in 
which  the  very  oemff  of  our  constitution 
was  deeply  concemec^  have  been  carried 
against  the  then  enemies  of  our  constitu- 
tion by  a  majority  of  a  much  smaller  num- 
ber, perhaps,  by  a  majority  of  not  above 
two  or  three.  Can  we  then  be  too  jealous 
of  the  method  of  electing  the  sixteen  peers 
for  Scotland  ?  Can  we  refose  or  neglect  to 
use  all  those  means  that  lie  in  our  power 
for  preventing  their  being  ever  chosen  by 
ministerial  influence?  Can  we  suppose 
that  all  those  who  are  chosen  under  such 
an  influence,  will  not  vote  in  this  House 
under  that  influence  by  which  they  were 
chosen  ? 

Custom,  my  lords,  is  ofamiflhty  pre- 
valent nature ;'  even  virtue  itseu  owes  its 
respect  in  a  greater  measure  to  custom ; 
ana  vice,  by  being  openly  and  avowedly 
practised,  soon  comes  to  disguise  itsdf,  and 
assume  the  habit  of  virtue :  if  ministerial 
influence,  if  private  and  selfish  views,  shoold 
once  come  to  be  the  sole  directors  in  voting 
at  the  election  of  the  sixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland,  the  practice  would  soon  geieven 
into  this  House  itself;  and  as  inferiors  are 
always  apt  to  imitate  their  superiors,  it 
wouki  from  thence  descend  to  every  elec- 
tion and  to  every  assembly  in  Great  Bri- 
tain :  corruption  would  then  come  to  be 
openly  and  generally  avowed;  it  would 
assume  the  habit  of  virtue ;  Uie  saerifidng 
of  our  country,  the  sacrificing  ofaU  ^be 
ties  of  honour,  friendship  and  blood,  to 
any  personal  advantage  or  preferment, 
would  be  called  prudence  and  good  sense, 
and  every  contrary  behaviour  would  be 
called  madness  and  folly :  then  indeed,  if 
there  were  a  man  of  virtue  left  in  the  na- 
tion, he  might  have  reason  to  cry  out  with 
the  celebnUed Roman  Patriot,  <  O  Virtue! 
I  have  followed  thee  as  a  r^  good,  but 
now  I  find  thou  art  nothing  but  an  emfty 
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same.**  It  was,  my  lords,  the  general 
corruption  be  found  in  his  country  that 
led  that  great  man  into  such  an  expression ; 
he  died  m  the  defence  of  liberty  and  vir- 
tue ;  and  with  him  expired  the  last  remains 
of  the  liberty  and  virtue  of  his  country; 
for  virtue  and  liberty  always  go  hand  in 
band ;  wherever  one  is,  there  likewise  is 
the  other,  and  from  every  country  they 
take  their  flight  together, 

I  have  said,  my  Lorjds,  that  it  cannot 
be  affirmed,  that  any  undue  influence  has 
as  yet  been  made  use  of  in  the  election  of 
the  peers  of  Scotland  but  yet  it  must 
be  granted,  that  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  late  queen's  reign,  there  seems  to  be  a 
strong  suspicion,  that  some  extraordinary 
influence  was  ^en  made  use  of;  forthe  six- 
teen that  were  first  choseniifter  the  Union, 
were  all  such  as  were  known  to  have  a 
true  zeal  and  affection  for  the  revolution, 
and  for  the  present  establishment:  soon 
after  tfiere  was  a  change  in  the  nunistr^ 
here,  and  upon  that  a  new  parliament ;  it 
cannot  be  said,  that  there  was  any  change 
among  the  electors  of  the  sixteen  Peers 
for  Scotland,  they  necessarily  continued 
to  be  the  same ;  and  yet  there  was  such  a 
thorough  change  among  the  sixteen  re- 
presentatives then  chosen  diat  hardly  one 
of  the  former  was  sent  up ;  the  whole  six- 
teen were  such  as  were  agreeable  to  the 
new  ministry,  and  such  as  went  mto  all 
the  new  measures  then  set  on  foot.  Even 
some  noble  Lords  now  in  this  House,  whose 
consummate  prudence  and  great  qualifica- 
tions were  then  well  known,  were  left  out 
in  that  queen's  time,  though  the  Peers  of 
Scotkna  have  been  ever  smce  so  just  to 
themselves  as  always  to  chuse  them  for 
their  representatives :  how  this  should  hap- 
pen, without  some  undue  influence  being 
then  made  use  of,  I  cannot  well  compre- 
hend; and  if  what  is  prophesied  should 
hiqmen ;  if  upon  the  next  election  it  should 
be  found,  that  some  noble  lords  are  left 
out,  whose  families  as  well  as  themselves 
have  been  eminent  and  remarkable  for 
their  zeal  for  the  present  happy  establish- 
ment, as  well  as  tor  the  revolution  upon 
which  it  is  founded :  if  such,  I  say,  should 
be  left  out,  for  no  other  reason  that  can 
possibly  be  guessed  at,  but  that  they  him- 
pen  not  to  be  altogether  agreeable  to  the 
ministers  for  the  time  being,  I  shall  think 
It  still  more  unaocountable ;  because  that 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  late  queen's  time, 

*  Te  coloi.  Virtus,  ut  rem ;  ast  ta  Nomen 


there  seemed  to  be  a  contest  between 
those  that  were  friends  and  those  thai 
were  enemies  to  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession, and  in  sudb  a  contest  there 
is  some  ground  to  presume,  thi^  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  would  naturally  di- 
vide into  two  parties ;  that  the  most  nu- 
merous party  would  chuse  that  sixteoi 
who  were  supposed  to  be  of  the  party  they 
espoused :  but  now,  my  lords,  where  there 
is  no  principle  either  in  religion  or  pditics 
to  direct  them,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
they  will  naturally  divide  into  two  opposite 
parties;  or  that  tne  majority  of  them  w9} 
readily  resolve  not  to  vote  for  any  one  of 
those  who  now  haj^>en  to  be  disi^^reeable 
to  the  minister,  notwithstanding  their 
having,  for  a  continued  course  of  so  many 
years,  thought  some  of  than  worthy  of  the 
honour  of  being  their  representatives  in 
this  House. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  diould  really  happen : 
if  some  of  those  Lords  now  in  this  House, 
whose  zeal  and  affection  for  his  Majesty^s 
person  and  government  are  well  niewB, 
whose  qualifications  and  natural  endow- 
ments are  universally  acknowledged,  and 
who  have  performea  man^  eminent  ser- 
vices to  their  country:  if  such,  I  say, 
should  be  left  out,  and  others  who  may 
not  be  known  in  the  whole  world,  chosen 
or  at  least  pretended  to  be  chosen  in  their 
room,  I  shall  be  apt  to  suspect,  I  believe 
the  whole  nation  will  conclude,  diat  some 
of  the  Scots  Peers  have  not  been  directed 
in  their  choice  by  that  which  ought  to  be 
their  only  director  upon  such  occasions ; 
and  if  such  a  Uiing  should  happen,  it  will 
be  incumbent  upon  this  House  to  enquire 
how  it  was  brought  about ;  for  we  ou^t 
not  to  admit  any  unworthy  person's  bemg 
brought  among  us,  nor  ougnt  we  to  allow 
of  any  person's  being  brought  unworthily 
or  unjustly  into  this  House ;  €bin  we  have 
a  right  to  enquire  into,  as  ma^  appear  by 
what  happened  so  lately  as  m  the  reign 
of  the  late  queen ;  and  our  own  record, 
our  ayi(n  histeries  may  shew  us,  that  the 
bringing,  or  endeavouring  to  bring,  un- 
wortny  persons  into  this  House,  was  in- 
quired into,  and  had  like  to  have  proved 
ratal  to  king  Henry  S. 

In  such  cases,  mj  Lords,  we  are  not 
tied  down  to  the  stnct  rules  of  law,  we  are 
not  to  expect  every  criminal  fiict  to  be 
proved  by  two  or  three  witnesses ;  this  is 
what  neither  House  of  Parliament  ever 
thought  themsehres  tied  down  to;  it  is 
from  circumstances  as  well  as  proofs  that 
we  are.to  determinei  and  if  sooh  arcam* 
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•tanoes  should  concur  as  must  convince 
every  man  o(  common  sense  in  the  king- 
dom, I  agi  sure  I  need  not  tell  your  lord- 
ships what  you  are  to  do ;  but  as  t;he  pre- 
venting of  crimes  is  much  more  prudent 
and  less  troublesome  than  the  punishing 
of  them,  let  us  therefore  now  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  committing  of  any  such 
crimes,  by  agreeing  to  the  resolution  pro- 
posed. 

The  other  House  of  Parliament  has 
passed  many  laws  for  preventing  the  in- 
fluence of  Bribery,  and  Corruption  in  the 
dection  of  many  of  their  members.  Tliey 
have  lately  got  passed  a  severe  }aw  against 
that  abominable-practice ;  and  another  Bill 
for  preventing  any  undue  influence  upon 
their  members  afl^r  they  are  chosen,  oas 
since  been  several  times  brought  in,  and 
as  Q^n  passed  in  that  House,  but  your 
lordships  have  not,  it  seems,  thought  flt  to 
give  it  your  concurrence :  whilst  Uiere  are 
such  complaints  against  the  growth  ofcor- 
nqpition,  while  the  other  House  areusin^ 
Stt(^  percautions  against  it,  shall  <  we  sit 
still  and  do  nothii]«»?  There  are  but  a  few 
ef  the  members  of  this  House,  there  are 
Boae  but  the  sixteen  for  Scotland^  who 
owe  their  seats  here  to  an  election :  let  us 
then,  niy  lords,  take  all  possible  care  that 
they  shall  always  be  chosen^by-aa  honour- 
able, a  fair  and  a  free  electu>n;  if  they 
sbotdd  ever  comovto  d^»end  upon  a  mi- 
nister for  their  seats  in  this  House,  con-> 
sid£r,.my  lords,  what  an  influence  it  might 
have  even  upon  their  way  of  voting  wj^ 
they  are  here  :  how  terr&le  mustit  be  for 
^y  lord  of  this  House  to  be  exposed  to 
the.daager  of  being  told  by  an  insolent 
rainister^you  shall  vote  so  or  so,  other- 
wise you  shall  be  no  longer  a  Lord  i^Par- 
liament.  This  is  what,  I  hope,  .your  lord- 
ships wiU  ^endeavour  to  prevent  by  agree- 
ifl^  to  this  resolution,  or  any  other  moie 
efectual  method  that  may  hereafter  be 
found  to  be  necessary. 

The  dnkes  of  Newcastle  and'Arg3'le, 
the  earls  of  Chohnondelcy  atd  Poulet,  the 
lords  Hervey  and  Talbot,  spoke, against 
the  motion  to  the  effect  as  follows : 

My  Lords  ;  That,  both  by  the  common 
and  statute  law  of  this  kingdom,  .aU  elec- 
tions ouffht  to  be  free  and  undisturbed,  is 
what  wifl  not  be  denied  by  any  lord  in  this 
House  {  and  tliat  tlie  giving  of  money,  or 
the  making  use  of  any  threats  or  promises, 
in  order  to  induce  any  of  the  electoi-s  to 
vote  accoriUng  to  direction,  is  a  crime  of  a 
yeiy  high  natune,  and  whato^ill be  as iittlc 


controverted  ;  but  this  is  so  far  frombeii^ 
an  argument  for  the  resolution  proposed,, 
tliat,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  very  strong  ar- 
gument against  it ;  for  wherever  the  law  it 
plain  and  clear,  there  is  no  occasion  for  a 
resolution  of  this  House  either  to  inforce 
it,  or  put  people  in  mind  of  it:  upon  the 
contrary,  our  coming  to  such  a  resolution 
might  probably  make  people  doubt  of  what 
they  before  thought  evident,  because  our. 
resolution  would  not  make  that  to  be  law, 
which  was  not  so  before,  and  some  people 
would  naturally  conclude,  that  the  law  in 
that  respect  was  not  clear  and  evident,, 
otherwise  this  House  would  have  had  no 
occasion  for  coining  to  any  such  resolutionw 
In  the  present  case  indeed  the  law  is  so 
clear  and  evident,  that  no  man  of  common 
sense  can  doul)t  of  it,  and  therefore  our 
cominc  to  such  a  resolution  will  not  pro- 
bably, bring  the  law  in  doubt  with  any  man 
in  the  kingdom ;  but  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  it  would  be  a  very  odd  and  a  very 
extraordinary  resolution  ;  I  must  really 
think  that  we  may  with  as  much  propriety 
resolve,  <  lliat  the  levyine  of  War  against 
*  the  kmg  is  an  Act  of  High-Treason ;' 
and  how  such  a  resolution  would  appear 
upon  the  Journals  of  this  House,^!  leave, 
your  lordships  to  judge. 

As  I  have  aaid,  ray  Lords,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  by  all, .  that  the  giving  of 
mone^,  or  the /making  use  of  threats  or 
promises,  in  order  to  corrupt  or  over-awe 
the  electors  at  any  election,  is  contrary  to 
law;  but  yet  I  caimot  admit  that  the 
making  use  of  any  sort  of  solicitations  is 
contrary  to  law,  1  cannot  think  but  that 
any  lord  of  Scotland  may  ask  another's 
vote  at  any  ensumff  election  of  the  sixteen 
peers  for  that  kingdom,  and  that  in  favour 
of  his  flriends  as  well  as  of  himself;  and  if 
any  lord  of  that  country  should  have  the 
honour  to  be  secretary  of  state,  or  in  any 
other  high  office  under  the  crown,  I 
cannot  comprehend  how  he  can  be  tlic^reby 
excluded  from  being  a  candidate  at  that 
election  ;  a  candidate  he  certainly  may  be, 
and  as  such  he  may  ask  every  other  lord  (^ 
that  country  for  his  vote  at  thp  ensuing 
election ;  nay,  he  may  not  only  ask  that 
&vour  for  himself,  but  he  may  ask  it  for 
others ;  his  being  in  .  an  office  under  the 
crown  does  not  strip  him  of  that  privilege 
which  every  other  lord  enjoys  ;  nor  does 
any  law  now  in  being  make  ms  solicitation 
more  criminal  than  those  of  the  other 
lords  of  his  country. 

The  lawg  now  in  being  for  preserving' 
the  freedom  of  elections  arc,  my  lords,,  in- 
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my  opinion^  fblly  sufBcient  for  that  pur* 
pose ;  and  whoever  thinks  so^  must  con- 
dude,  that  there  is  not  the  least  occasion 
for  Uie  resolution  now  proposed:  but 
granting  they  were  not  suffiaent,  would 
our  coming  to  such  a  r^olution  render 
them  80  ?  It  cannot  be  so  much  as  pre- 
tended that  a  resolution  of  this  House 
would  add  to  their  suffidency,  or  that  it 
would  contribute  in  the  least  towards 
making  a  law  effisctual  for  the  end  pro- 
posed,  if  it  was  before  found  to  be  in- 
effisctuaL  Thu%  my  lords,  there  is  either 
no  occadon  for  our  coming  to  such  a  reso- 
hition,  or  it  would  be  of  no  use  when 
made;  and  therefore  I  cannot  think  it 
consistent  with  the  diffnitj  of  this  House 
to  have  any  such  resdution  entered  upon 
our  jouniaL  If  the  laws  in  this  respect 
are  msuiEcient,  let  a  bill  be  brought  in  for 
amending  and  strengthening  them ;  but 
do  not  let  us  take  up  our  time  with  making 
resolutions,  which  all  the  world  must  see 
to  be  of  no  use. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  strong  ar^- 
ment  against  our  coming  to  the  Resolution 
proposed;  but  there  is  still  a  much 
stnmger ;  for  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
a  yery  hi^  indignity  offered  to  his  present 
Majesty's  sovemment;  it  would  tend  to 
make  tne  wnde  world  simpose,  that  scmie 
▼ery  heinous  practices  haa  been  lately  car- 
iving  on  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  in- 
nuencing  the  elections  of  the  sixteen  peers 
for  Scothmd ;  and  to  suppose  his  Majesty  is 
or  can  be  so  unjust  as  to  countenance  such 
practices,  or  tliat  he  can  be  so  weak  as  not 
to  discover  them,  if  any  such  were  carry- 
ing on  by  his  ministers,  is  one  of  the 
liighest  indignities  that  can  be  dEk^ed  to 
the  crown.  It  is  indeed  a  supposition 
.which  no  man  can  make  who  is  in  ttie  least 
acquainted  with  his  Majesty's  justice,  pe- 
netration and  watchfulness  for  the  gooa  of 
'  lus  people ;  but  our  coming  now  to  such  a 
jresiMution,  would  be  doing  at  least  all  in 
oinr  power  to  raise  such  a  su^icion  in  the 
nadon;  and  among  the  yulsar  and  igno- 
rant or  in  the  remote  parts  ofhis  Majesty's 
dominions,  it  might  mive  a  fatal  effect. 

Besides,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  a  most 
heinous  affiront  offered  to  the  whole  peer- 
ace  of  Scotland ;  it  would  be  a  supposing 
theit  the  majority  of  them  are  directed  in 
their  yay  of  voting  at  the  election  of  their 
sixteen  representatives,  by  corrupt  and 
mercenary  views.  This  would  be  a  con- 
dusion  that  every  man  without  doors 
would  naturally  draw,  when  he  heard  that 
your  lordshqw  had  come  to  such  a  Resolu- 
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tion;  no  man  would  imagine  that  such  a 
thmg  could  have  happened  without  any 
proof,  without  any  foundation.  The  peers 
of  North  Britain,  my  Lords,  are  by  the 
Artides  of  Union  declared  to  be  peers*of 
Great  Britain ;  they  are  to  have  rank  and 
precedence  before  all  peers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain of  the  like  order  and  degree,  created 
smce  the  Union ;  they  are  to  enjoy  all  pri- 
vileges as  fully  as  the  peers  of  Engmd, 
except  sitting  in  this  House,  and  upon 
trials  of  peers ;  and  why  they  should  be 
thus  distinguished  by  a  particular  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House  I  cannot  comprehend^ 
They  have,  it  is  true,  no  share  in  tne  legis- 
lature, except  in  that  of  voting  for  their 
own  representatives  in  this  House ;  but  is 
th^re  any  colour  of  reason  for  suspecting 
them  of  corrupt  and  mercenary  views  i^ 
their  way  of  voting  for  their  own  representa- 
tives, more  than  there  is  for  suspecting 
every  lord  here  of  such  views  in  his  way  of 
voting,  as  to  every  question  that  arises  m 
the  House. 

As  for  any  suspicions  that  may  be  en- 
tertained about  the  election  of  the  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland,  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
Queen's  reign,  they  may  be  easily  deared 
up.  The  election  at  that  time  did  not 
proceed  from  mercenary  or  corrupt  views, 
but  from  views  of  a  more  ma%nant  ten- 
dency, if  any  such  can  be.  It  is  well 
known  that  many  of  the  then  peers  <^ 
Scotland  were  either  secret  or  avowed 
Jacobites.  Upon  that  fatal  change  of  the 
ministry  here,  they  all  conceived  oreat 
hopes;  thereupon  many  declared , t^n- 
80lves  openly  who  had  never  done  so  be- 
fore i  and  some  of  the  lyonjurors  canl^  in 
and  qualified  themselves,  in  order  to  serve 
^  turn  at  that  time,  which  they  took  to  be 
in  favour  of  that  principle  they  had  alway# 
caressed :  and  all  these,  joimng  with  the 
Scots  peers,  who  were  then  m^ual^  eni' 
ployed  in  the  administration,  carried  the 
election  against  those  who  stood  firm  to 
the  princij^es  of  the  Revolution,  and  ta 
th^  Protestant  Succession,  as  establi^ed 
in  his  present  Majesty's  famiiy.  But, 
thank  (iod, Uieir  reign  was  but  short;  and 
his  late  Majesty's  accession  put  an  end  to 
all  their  views  of  doing  any  thiQg  in  a  par- 
liamentaty  way ;  by  this  the  i^w  election 
was  easily  carried  m  favour  of  the  friends 
t6  the  present  establishment;  and  soon 
after  most  of  the  professed  Jacobites  in 
Scotland  joined  in  an  open  rebdiion,  by 
which  they  forfeited  their  titles  .as  well  at 
their  estates  to  the  crown ;  whereby  the 
neck  of  that  party  was  entiiely  broke,  sa 

[8K] 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


t99] 


7  GEORGE  n. 


DekUe  m  tie  Lards  relating  to  the 


[MM 


that  tii^  hare  never  been  abte  ta  make 
any  efcrt  at  an  election  nnce  that  time. 

Kowy  my  Lordft,  as  to  those  prophe- 
des  which  hwr%  been  made  to  us  about 
the  ensuing  election  of  peers  fior  Scotland, 
lam  a£raid  they  are  as  ul  founded  as  anv 
other  of  our  modem  prophecies;  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  find  them  as  mlse ;  for  I  have  so 
gr^are^(>ectfor  the  sixteen  we  ha^e  now 
the  happiness  to  have  amongst  us,  that  I 
could  wish  they  were  all  in  for  life ;  but  as 
their  being  here  depends  upon  a  free  elec- 
tion, their  being  all  returned  again  is  what 
neither  th&^  nor  we  can  expect ;  and  in- 
de^  if  it  ^ould  happen,  it  would  give  me 
a  strong  reason  to  suspect  that  the  elec- 
tion h^  not  been  free :  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  every  election  will  bring  some 
new  lords  among  us ;  and  for  them  some 
of  the  former  must  be  left  out :  because  a 
noble  lord  is  firmly  attached  to  the  present 
establishment,  because  his  family  has  al- 
ways been  zealous  for  Revolution  princi- 
ges,  is  that  a  reason,  my  Lords,  for  us,  or 
r  him  to  expect  that  he  i^ould  always  be 
returned  one  of  the  sixteen  to  represent 
the  peers  of  Scotland  in  this  House :  no, 
my  Lords,  there  are  many  noble  peers  in 
Seotland ;  and  all  are  I  hope  firmly  attach- 
ed to  the  royal  family  now  upon  the  throne, 
though  some  may  not  perhaps  liave  had  an 
opportuni^  of  shewing  it  so  fully  to  the 
world  as  others  may*  In  such  a  case  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  every  one  will 
endeavour  to  have  his  turn;  and  where 
there  is  a  free  election,  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  that  those  lords  who  have  nqt  a 
mind  to  set  up  for  themsdves  wiU  some- 
times oblige  one,  and  sometimes  another* 

But  even  as  to  the  ministerial  parties  that 
have  been  talked  of,  it  is-  as  reasonable  to 
•uopose  that  thepeers  of  Scotland  will  natu- 
rally ctivicte  into  two  parties  for  and  against 
the  ministry,  as  to  suppose  that  they  can 
naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  parties 
for  and  against  the  establishment.  For 
while  the  admmistrotion,  while  the  minis- 
ters for  the  time  beb^,  pursue  no  mea- 
sures but  what  ^e  for  ttie  honour  of  their 
King,*a9d  the  good  of  their  country,  it  is 
as  reaso^Bable  to  suppose  t}\at  all  those  who 
think  soyi]}  naturally  join  in  the  support- 
ing of  theiir  measures,  as  it  is  to  suppose 
that  they  would  naturally  join  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  present  establishment,  were  it 
possible  to  bring  it  into  dispute ;  and  were 
I  a  peer  of  Si^land,  and'convinoed'of  the 
wisaom  and  uprightness  of  all  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  minivers  for  die 
time  being,  I  should  be  as  Ipth  to  give  my 


vote  for  returning  a  lord  to  this  House, 
who,  I  knew,  or  even  sumcted  would  op- 
pose the  Biinistr^  in  all  tndr  measures,  a» 
1  would  be  to  give  my  vote  for  retunung. 
to  this  House  a  lord  whom  I  knew  to  be 
reallv  disafieoted  to  his  Majes^  and  his 
fiimily.  And  as  there  never  was  yet  in 
any  country  a  set  of  ministers,  whose  mea* 
sures  were  approved  by  aU  men,  therefiMre 
I  riiall  always  expect,  that  upon  every 
Section  in  Scotland,  the  peers  witt  natu- 
rally, and  without  any  selfish  or  corrupt 
views,  divide  themselves  into  two  parties^ 
one  whereof  will  be  composed  or  thosa 
who  do  not  approve  of  the  measures  pur- 
sued by  the  administration,  and  the  other' 
of  those  who  do  approve  them ;  the  natu- 
ral consequence  ot  which  will  be,  the  pro- 
posing or  concerting  of  two  lists ;  and  in 
such  case  it  is  very  natural  to  conclude^ 
that  one  of  the  lists  will  always  be  returned 
without  an  exception*  For  this  reason^ 
my  Lords,  as  well  as  on  account  of  die 
natural  uncertainty  and  changeableness  of 
a  free  decdon,  I  snail  be  no  way  surprised, 
if  some  of  the  noble  lords  now  m  this 
House,  be  not  rechosen  at  the  next  elec* 
tion.  Ifte  capacity  and  the  qualifications 
of  the  noble  lords,  we  have  now  the  hap- 

Sess  to  have  from  that  country,  are  weQ 
>wn,  and  no  man  has  a  better  opinion  of 
them  than  I  have :  yet  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  there  are  other  Lords  in  Scotland 
of  equal  caj^ity,  and  equally  qualified 
for  representing  the  peerage  of  that  king- 
dom m  this  House,  and  if  they  shouM 
send  up  some  new  representatives  in  the 
room  of  some  of  those  who  are  now  here, 
I  shall  bef  ver^  fiir  from  imputing  it  tQ 
any  undue  influence;  <m  the  contrarv, 
I  irfiall  from  thence  conclude,  that  me 
eleotion  has  been  absolutely  free  and  un- 
Gontrouled. 

As  to  the  contriving  and  making  lewr 
against  corruption,  die  other  House  of 
Parliament,  my  Lords,  has  verv  good  rea- 
son for  so  doing :  it  has  been  often  proved, 
at  the  bar  of  tluit  House,  that  bribery  and 
corruption  has-been  practised  in  the  most 
flagrant  manner  at  the  electimi  of  some  of 
those  who  have  been  returned  members  of 
that  House ;  and  therefore  they  have  often 
had  a  most  substantial  reason  for  taking 
the  alarm,  and  for  providing  against  that 
mortal  foe  to  the  consdtudon  of  their 
country,  who,  they  perceived,  had  already 
attacked  it  in  the  most  tender  part:  but  for 
God's  sake,  mv  Lords,  what  reason  have  we 
for  this  alarm  r  Has  it  ever  been  proved  at 
the  b«r  of  this  House^  has  it  ever  yet  been 
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•o  mach  as  pretended  by  any  lords  in  this 
House,  that  the  sixteen  peers  for  ScoUand, 
ar  any  of  them,  were  elected  bf  the  means 
of  bnbery  and  cormption,  or  by  the  means 
of  any  other  sort  of  midue  influence  ?  Is 
not  this  a  material  di&rence  between  this 
House  and  the  other?  Is  it  not  from 
thence  clear,  that  we  have  no  manner  of 
reason  for  contriving  any  law  against  cor* 
mption  ?  And  mudi  1^  have  we  a  rea- 
son for  coming  to  any  such  Resolution  as 
is  now  proposra* 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  those  who 
mpcke  in  fitvour  of  the  iliIotioDi  in  substance 
*  as  follows :  * 

My  Lords ;  I  find,  it  is  admitted  of  all 
sides,  that  the  giving  or  promising  of 
money  or  other  rewarc^  or  the  making  use 
of  any  sort  of  threatenings  or  promises,  in 
order  to  influence  the  election  of  the  peers 
for  Scotland,  is  directly  ccmtrary  to  law, 
and  therefore  it  is  needless  to  say  any 
thin^  further  as  to  that  point ;  but  as  to 
a^citations  or  askii^  of  votes,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  explain  it  a  little*  I  shall  agree 
with  those  lords  who  have^  spoke  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  that  every  lord 
of  thai  country  may  be  a  candidate,  and  as 
stt€^  may  apply  to  the  other  lords  for  the 
fiivovr  of  their  votes  at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion, and  as  the  law  now  stands  (though  I 
wish  it  were  otherwise)  every  lord  may  ask 
the  same  favour  for  those  of  his  friends 
who  may  Hkewise  be  candidates ;  but  with 
reigard  to  ministers  of  state,  and  those  in 
hi^  offices  under  the  crown,  there  is  a 
peat  difference  as^to  the  manner  of  i^ 
pHoation  which  they  make  use  of,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  favour  for  which  they  solicit ; 
if  they  ask  merely  as  peers,  either  for 
themselves  or  their  friends,  without  the 
ministerial  weight  of  threats  or  promises, 
they  do  not,  I  think,  ofiend  a^nst  ^e 
Unrs  now  in  bein^ ;  but  if  any  thms  of  the 
minist^  iqpp^ars  m  their  manner  oiasking, 
it  may  he  of.the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
the  freedom  of  the  election. 

Ib  order  to  explain  what  I  mean,  I  shall 
take  an  example  from  the  elections  of  the 
other  House:  though  a  gentlenan  be  a 
ccmmisBioner  of  the  treasury,  or  of  the  ad- 
miraky,  he  may  without  doubt  set  up  as  a 
candidate  to  represent  any  County,  City, 
or  Borough  in  (rreat-Britain ;  he  may  ask 
the  electors  for  the  fiivour  of  their  votes, 
and  wherever  he  has  a  natural  interest,  he 
may  make  use  of  that  interest  in  l&vour  of 
Ins  friends ;  but  if  he  shoidd  make  interest 
dther  for  hknself  or  his  friends,  net  as  a 


private  gentleman,  but  as  a  lord  of  the 
treasury,  or  of  the  admiralty,  and  as  such 
should,  by  his  agents,  send  his  command^ 
to  those  who  depend,  or  may  expect  to 
depend  upon  the  board  to  which  ne  be- 
longs, witn  directions  how  to  vote,  or  for 
whom  to  m£ike  interest,  in  any  county, 
city  or  borough  in  Great  Britam,  such  a 
method  of  application  would  be  highly 
criminal ;  it  ought,  I  think,  to  be  deemed 
High  Treason.  In  like  manner,  my  lords, 
if  upon  an  approacliinff  election  in  Scot- 
land, any  lord  of  that  kingdom,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  fit  hi^  office  under  the 
crown,  should  by  himself  or  his  agents  so 
much  as  insinuate,  that  the  Idi^,  the  go- 
vernment, the  ministry,  or  the  like,  ex- 
pected that  any  lord  of  that  kingdom 
would  vote  for  such  a  man,  or  such  a  list, 
such  a  solicitation,  I  say,  my  lords,  might 
be  &tal  to  the  freedom  of  that  election, 
and  would  consequentl]^  be  highly  cri- 
minal: and  this  distinction  ought  to  be 
particularly  attended  to,  when  we  talk  of 
solicitations  in  any  election  whatsoever. 

As  our  laws  now  stand,  mV  lords,  wo 
ought  to  be  particularly  watchflil  in  this 
respect ;  and  considering  the  vast  power 
lodged  in  the  crown,  considering  the  numy 
favours  the  ministers  of  the  crown  have  to 
bestow,  I  km  afraid  our  utmost  watchftd- 
ness  would  sicnify  nothing  if  any  such  at- 
tempts should  ever  be  imule  by  those  in 
power.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  crown,  or  their  agents,  in- 
termeddling some  way  or  another,  almest 
in  every  decdon  in  Great  Britain:  Let 
them  make  their  application  in  the  most 
humble  manner,  let  them  make  use  of  the 
most  modest  expressions  that  can  ba 
thought  of,  those  they  apply  to  will  de- 
pend upon  their  favour,  u  they  comply 
with  their  request,  and  if  they  refuse  to 
comply,  they  may,  they  will  exf>ect  their 
malice :  the  request  of  a  n^an  in  power, 
though  made  in  the  most  humble  manner, 
must  always  necessarily  imply  a  threat  if 
denied,  a  promise  if  comphed  with :  this 
must  consequently  have  a  great  influence 
upon  all  elections,  and  if  obedience  to 
such  requests  should  once  be  found  to  be 
the  only  road  to  preferment  either  in 
Church  or  State,  they  wiU  soon  become 
fatal  to  the  boasted  liberties  of  this  na- 
tion. 

It  was  for  this  reason,  my  Lords,  that  I 
lately  in  this  conunittee  gave  my  vote  for 
having  all  future  elections  of  the  sixteen 
peers  for  Scotland  noade  by  balloting.  It 
was  for  this  reason,  my  lords,  that  I  most 
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heartily  concurred  in  agreeing  to  that  hill> 
which  in  the  late  king's  reign  was  passed 
t>Y  this  House,  f6r  making  so  many  here- 
ditary peers  for  Scotland,  and  for  limiting 
the  power  of  the  crown  with  respect  to  the 
creating  of  any  new  peers  of  Great-Britain. 
That  necessary  bill  was  thrown  out  in  the 
other  House  ;  it  was  thrown  out  (I  do 
not  know  how)  by  the  assistance  even  of 
some  of  those  who  have  always  pretended 
to  be  patrons  of  liberty.  My  opinion  was 
then,  my  opinion  is  so  still,  that  it  was  the 
best  contrived  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  that  was  ever 
brought  into  either  House  of  Ferliament: 
and  I  must  say,  that  if  I  had  had  the  mis** 
fortune  to  be  one  of  those  who  opposed 
that  bill,  I  should  from  that  moment  have 
thrown  up  all  pretences  to  my  being 
a  lover  of  liberty ;  I  should  have  expected 
that  every  man  would  have  told  me,  that  I 
vAzde  use  of  that  popular  pretence  only  as 
a  step  to  power,  but  that  he  saw  plainly  I 
had  no  regard  for  it,  when  it  came  in  com- 
petition with  any  of  my  own  little  private 
▼iews. 

Suppose,  my  Lords,  that  the  laws  now 
in  bemg  are  fully  sufficient  for  preserving 
our  constitution  against  the  baneful  effects 
of  corruption ;  suppose  that  they  want  no 
addition  or  amendment ;  yet  is  it  not  an 
usual  thin^,  may  it  not  sometime?  be  a  ne- 
cessary thmg  to  revive  such  laws  ?  does 
not  his  Majesty  often  do  it  by  proclama- 
tion ?  and  the  only  way  that  either  House 
of  Parliament  can  revive  any  law,  is  by  a 
resolution.  Suppose  again  that  the  laws  in 
being  are  not  sufficient  to  preserve  us 
against  all  manner  of  undue  mfluence  in 
elections ;  we  all  know  that  a  new  law  for 
amending  and  strengthening  the  old  is  not 
so  easily  contrived,  nor  so  easily  passed ; 
it  refquires  some  time  to  consider  the  laws 
in  being,  to  discover  their  defects,  to  find 
out  the  methods  of  evading  them,  and  to 
ccJntrive  proper  precautions  against  such 
e^-asions ;  all  this  requires  time,  and  when 
this  is  done,  we  are  not  sure  that  the  other 
House  will  join  with  us  in  opinion,  we  are 
not  sure  that  the  King  will  consent  to  what 
both  Houses  have  agreed  to.  In  the  mean 
time,  is  it  not  very  proper,  may  it  not  be 
Absolutely  necessary  to  endeavour  to  put 
come  check  to  the  growing  evil  ?  tbere 
have,  it  is  true,  been  many  laws  lately 
passed  for  regulatmg  tlie  elections  in  the 
other  Houee,  and  for  preventing  corrup- 
tion as  to  them ;  but  has  there  ever  any 
one  been  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
9ritain,  for  regulating  the  elections  o(  the 


sixteen  peers  for  Scotland  ?  Does  not  that 
flection  now  depend  only  upon  the  common 
law,  and  u^bn  that  act  of^  the  last  Scots 
parliament^  .by  which  the  manner  of  elect- 
ing those  peers  was  regulated  ?  suppose 
that  act  to  be  sufficient  for  guarding  against 
corruption,  yet  it  is  now  so  long  ago,  tiiat 
it  may  be,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  rery 
proper  to  revive  it :  But,  my  lords,  it  is 
plain  that  the  election  of  those  sixteen 
peers  is  not  fully  regulated,  nor  the  evils  of 
corruption  sufficiently  guarded  against, 
either  by  the  common  law  or  by  tliat  act 
of  the  Scots  parliament :  tlie  very  com- 
mittee we  are  now  in  shews  the  contrary :  . 
your  lordships  would  never  have  agre^ 
to  the  going  into  this  Committee,  if  you 
had  thought  that  no  regulation  or  amend- 
ment was  necessary :  we  are  all  sensible 
of  the  deficiency,  but  we  have  not  yet,  it 
seems,  fallen  upon  a  pn^r  method  to 
make  up  that  deficiency ;  and  till  that  can 
be  done,  let  us  do  what  is  now  in  our 
power;  let  us  afree  to  the  resolution 
proposed.  It  will  at  least  justify  this 
House  to  the  world :  if  ever  there  was 
any  undue  influence  made  use  of  at  that 
election,  if  there  shall  be  any  such  at  the 
next  election,  it  will  shew  that  the  majori^ 
of  this  House  were  innocent;  it  will  diew 
that  we  endeavoured  to  provide  against  it 
as  soon  as  we  could. 

What  is  now  proposed  is  so  fiir  from 
bemg  an  indignity  orored  to  his  Majesty, 
that  the  very  pretending  that  it  is  so^  or 
that  his  Majesty  would  take  it  as  such, 
is  one  c^the  ^^reatest  indignities  that  can 
be  offered  to  him.  Canit  be  thought  that 
this  House  is  so  short  sighted  as  never  to 
provide  against  an  evil  till  it  has  faflen 
upon  us  ?  The  very  pretending  to  think 
so  of  this  House,  or  of  either  House  of 
Parliament,  is  in  my  opinion,  a  very  high 
indignity  to  both :  can  it  be  thought  tjuit 
his  Majesty  would  look  upon  any  provi- 
sion made  by  either  House  of  .Parliament 
for  the  safe^  of  our  constitution,  as  an  in- 
dignity offered  to  him  ?  No,  my  lords» 
every  wise  king,  such  as  his  Majesty  is, 
must  be  heartily  engaged  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  constitution,  because  that  if 
any  wrong  be  done,  he  is  justified  by  the 
very  nature  of  our  constitution,  his  minis* 
ters  and  evil  counsellors  only  are  to  btn 
the  blame.  This  indeed  nu^  make  minis- 
ters and  certainly  will  make  wicked  nunis- 
ters  ei^^eavour  to  overturn  oUr  constitu- 
tion ;'  but  a  just  and  a  wise  king  will  al- 
ways jdln  witn  his  pariiament  in  prevent- 
ing the  bad  offsets  of  evil  counsdlor^  •» 
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well  as  in  bringing  them  to  condign 
punishment.  ^ 

Was  it,  my  Lords,  ever  pretended  that 
the  late  king  looked  upon  the  Peera^- 
biU  I  have  now  mentioned  as  an  indignity 
offered  to  him  >  Might  it  not  have  then 
been  said,  that  the  passing  of  such  a  bill 
would  have  made  tfie  world  suppose,  that 
his  late  Majesty  had  made  some  unjust  use 
of  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  the 
creation  of  peers  ?  Mi^ht  not  this,  I  say, 
have  been  pretended  with  as  much  justice 
as  to  {Mretend  now,  that  our  coming  to  the 
resolution  proposed  wiU  make  the  world 
believe,  that  his  present  Majesty  has  coun- 
tenanced, or  at  least  suffered  some  wicked 
practices  to  be  made  use  of  in  the  election 
of  the  sixteen  peers  for  Scotland  ?  Every 
one  of  your  lordships  must  see  that  there 
was  then  as  much  ground  for  the  one  pre- 
tence, as  there  is  now  for  the  other  :  yet 
so  far  was  his  late  M^esty  from  harbourmg 
any  thought  that  an  mdignity  was  thereby 
ottered  to  him,  that  he  ^proved  of  the 
Bill  before  it  was  brought  into  this  House. 
He  not  only  approved  of  that  Bill,  my 
lords,  but  he  made  use  of  an  eiq>res8ion 
which  ought  never  to  be  forsot ;  an  ex- 
pression which  ou^ht  to  be,  idiich  always 
win  be  remembered  by  every  true  Briton: 
he  told  his  Ministers,  *  Gentlemen,  consi- 
der what  may  be  wanting  for  the  secu- 
rity of  your  constitution  ;  for  whatever 
may  be  thought  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose I.  am  ready  to  consent  to/  And  as 
iiis  present  Majesty  inherits  the  crown  of 
his  rather,  so  I  know  ^e  inherits  all  those 
good  qualities  which  shone  forth  with  so 
much  lustre  in  him.  Therefore,  my  Lords, 
we  are  not  in  the  least  to  suspect  that  his 
present  Majesty  will  look  upon  this  resolu- 
tion, or  any  resolution  we  can  come  to 
for  preventing  sixteen  ministerial  peers 
being  always  forced  in  upon  us  from 
Scotland,  as  an  indignity  offered  to  him. 

As  the  proposition  now  before  us  can- 
not be  thought  to  be  an  indignity  offered  to 
his  Majesty's  government,  so  neither  can 
hhe  thought  any  sort  of  affront  to  the 
peerage  of  Scotland:  on  the  contrary, 
every  man  of  honour,  as  all  the  peers  of 
that  nation  are,  must  take  it  as  a  piece  of 
the  utmost  regard  that  can  be  shewed  to 
them  i  it  is  not  easily  to  be  presumed,  that 
any  of  the  present  peers  of  Scotland  can 
be  biassed  by  bribery,  by  threats,  or  by 
promises  ;  but  neither  we,  nor  they,  can 
teil  what  sort  of  men  their  posterity 
may  be :  nor  can  any  man  certainly  con- 
elude,  that  every  one  of  such  a  great  num- 


bei'  of  men,  will  have  virtue  enough  to 
withstand  the  ^reat  temptations,,  ^hich  an 
enterprising  minister,  sole  master  <tf  the 
ear  of  his  master,  may  be  able  to  throw 
in  their  w^ ;  and  therefore  all  that  is,  or 
can  be  designed  by  th^  present  motion^  h 
to  prevent  them,  or  their  posterity,  from 
being  led  into  temptation  ;  and  to  put  it 
out  of  the  power  or  any  minister  lo  make 
any  of  the  present  or  future  peers  of  Scot^ 
land  suffer  for  their  adhering  strictlj^  to 
the  rules  of  honour  and  virtue  :  the  pte- 
tence  for  this  affiront  is  built  upon  tiie 
same  sandy  foundation  with  the  former ; 
it  is  built  upon  the  supposition,  that  thig 
House  can  never  think  ofproviding  against 
an  evil,  until  it  has  actually  happened:  but 
to  me,  my  lords,  it  b  still  something  more 
extraordinary  to  ask  in  this  case:  wh^ 
should  the  peers  of  Scotland  be  thus  parti- 
cularly distmguished  from  the  other  peers 
of  Great  Britain  ?  It  it  poss&Ie  to  make 
a  question  of  this  i  Does  not  every  man  at 
first  sight  see,  that  the  peers  of  Scotland 
ar^,  by  the  very  nature  or  our  constitution, 
distinguished  from  the  other  peers  of  Great 
Britain  ?  Is  there  any  other  peer  of  Great 
Britain  who  has  any  thing  to  do  with  elec- 
tions ?  I  must  then^  leave  it  to  your  lord* 
ships  to  consider,  how  odd  it  would  have 
looked,  to  have  proposed  such  a  Resdu* 
tion  in  general  terms :  It  must  then  have 
run  thus,  *  That  the  giving  or  promising 
any  sum  of  money,  or  other  reward  to  any 
peer  of  Great  Britain,  for  giving  his  vote 
at  any  election,  was  a  high  insult.*  And 
if  it  ttad  been  proposed  in  such  terms, 
would  not  every  man  who  knows  any 
thing  of  our  constitution,  have  had  reason 
to  have  laughed  at  such  a  proposition  ? 

Without  doors,  my  Lords,  there  are  sus- 
picions that  some  or  the  former  elections 
of  Scots  peers  have  proceeded  from  undue 
influence :  we  of  this  House  are,  and  have 
been  personally  acquainted  with  most  of 
the  peers  of  Scotland,  we  know  their  ho- 
nour and  their  integrity,  and  therefore  we 
concl^^,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  such 
suspicions  ?  but  those  who  have  not  had 
the  honour  of.  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  them,  must  Judge  from  events ;  and 
notwithstanding  what  a  noble  lord  was 
pleased  to  say  about  the  election  of  the 
sixteen  peers  for  iScotland,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  it  tnust 
appear  a  little  odd  to  those  who  are  not 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
that  time  ;  a  great  majority  of  the  Scots 
peers  had  but  a  few  years  before  agreed  to 
the  union,  by  which  the  Protestant  Success 
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•ionwaiMtablitbedm.tluitkii^gdmii:  and 
to  see  that  a  great  mttority  of  the  same 
i|ieii  ( £br  there  could  not  be  anv  great  change 
by  death  in  that  time)  8iK>ula  so  soon  afler 
join  together  in  undermining  that  Protes- 
^t  Succession,  mutt,  I  say,  my  loi:ds» 
i^>pear  a  little  extraordinary  to  tlie  s^e- 
rality  of  mwikind  :  they  will  not  believe, 
lliat  two  such,  contrary  erents  could  pro- 
ceed from  the  same  cause,  and  therefore 
they  will  be  apt  to  condude,  that  there 
was  some  foul  play  in  one,  or  perh^s  m 
both.  / 

To  pretend,  my  Lords,  thaft  a  wiiele 
body  of  men  will  naturally  interest  them* 
selyes  so  passionately  and  so  zealously  in 
liic  dilute  abdut  the  wisdom  and  upright- 
Bess  or  the  measures  of  any  minister  or 
mitiisters,  fis  to  sacrifice  thereto  all  ties  of 
bloodi  all  ties  of  gratitude,  friendship,  and 
aequaintance,  is  really  something  very 
netr.  It  is  well  known,  that  such  a  fer- 
¥entzeal  never  takes  place,  but  in  the 
time  of,  or  in  the  prdude  to  a  civil  war ; 
and  God  forbid  it  should  ever  be  in  the 
power  of  any  minister  to  involve  this  na- 
tion in  such  a  calamity,  for  tiie  sake  of 
JQ^ymghifl  measures:  Even  in  the  time 
of  civil  wars,'  it  has  often  happene(^  that 
private  and  peivooal  friendships  have  sub- 
sisted to  the  very  last,  between  public  ene- 
■ues :  How  then  can  it  be  supposed,  that 
any  lord  of  Scotland  should,  at  the  nexty 
or  at  any  future  election,  naturally  agree 
to  leave  out  of  his  list  of  sixteen  peers, 
soine  lords  who  are  his  near  relations,  his 
4^d  friends,  and  his  great  bene&ctois,  and 
fill  up  in  their  room  others,  who  are  bo 
way  related  to  him,  with  whom  he  never 
had  any  intimateacquaintance,  from  whom 
he  never  received  .  any  favour  ?  That 
this,  my  lords,  should  be  a  natural  effect, 
erthat  it  should  proceed  Arom  a  furious 
seal  for  or  against  the  Dieasures  of  the  ad- 
ilunistration,  is  impossible  to  conceive ;  and 
therefore,  if  any  of  the  noble  lords  we 
have  now  among  us,  whose  zeal  for  the 
Protestant  Succession  cannot  be  4^bted 
of  or  exceeded ;  who  I  know  to  be  ?6lated 
to  many  of  the  noble  families  in  Scotland ; 
who  I  know  to  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  present  peers  of  that 
kingdom ;  who  I  know  to  have  done  gileat 
favours  to  many  of  them,  and  whose  capa* 
city  and  services  are  known  to  the  whole 
world  ;  If  such,  I  say,  should  at  the  ensu- 
ing election  be  lefi  out,  and  others  chosen 
Id  their  stead,  who  are  rekted  to  few  of 
the  peers  of  Scotlaad,  who  are  acquainted 
with  few  of  them,  iriio  have  never  been 


benefactors  to  any  of  diem,  and  whose 
capacity  shall  be  found  not  to  be  near 
equal  to  the  capacity  of  those  lefl  out ; 
I  shall  be  very  apt  to  conclude,  I  am 
afraict  the  generality  of  mankind  will  con- 
clude, that  this  was  not  the  effect  of  mt 
honourable  and  free  election. 

I  shall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  Briber/ 
and  Corruption  in  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  other  House,  has  been 
often  proved  at  dieir  bar;  I  wish  it  had 
been  as  ollen  pioved  as  it  has  been  prac- 
tised; I  shall  admit  that  this  was  a  reason, 
tdiough  not  the  only  reason,  for  their  tak- 
ing tne  alarm :  But,  my  lords,  we  find 
that  they  have  latdy  taken  the  alarm,  and 
have  done  what  they  could  to  prevent  a 
practice  which  has  never  yet  been  proved 
at  the  bar  of  that  House.  Sofar  as  I  can 
remember,  it  was  never  yet  proved  at  the 
bar  of  that  House,  or  so  much  as  alledged 
in  the  House,  that  any  particular  membier, 
afler  he  was  chosen  and  returned,  had 
been  influenced  in  his  way  of  voting  in 
that  House  by  bribes,  pensions,  threaten- 
ings,  or  promises;  and  yet  against  this 
practice  Uiey  have,  I  think,  most  justly 
taken  the  alarm,  and  have  several  times 
sent  up  a  Bill  to  this  House  Ibr  preventmg 
that  practice :  Therefore,  if  we  fdlow  the 
example  of  the  other  House,  we  are  noC 
always  to  wait  till  a  pernicious  practi^haa 
been  proved  at  our  bar.  In  private  life  a 
man  may  be  long  justly  suspected  bef<N« 
he  can  be  openly  acoised  of^a  crime;  and 
as.  high  crimes  are  carried  on  in  the  most 
secret  manner,  :hey  are  less  liable  to  be 
discovered,  and  may  therefore  be  carried 
on  for  many  years,  before  such  a  proof 
can  be  had,  as  may  enable  either  the  pub- 
^lic,  or  any  private  man  to  commence  a 
prosecution.  Shall  a  private  man  neglect 
to  secure  the  doors  and  windows  of  his 
house,  because  no  thieves  had  ever  at- 
tempted to  enter  ?  If  he  does  so,  my  Itntla, 
the  thieves  will  probably  enter ;  and  after 
they  are  enterea,  he  may  perhaps  find  it  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  set  them  out  again, 
till  they  have  robbed  the^  house  of  every 
thing  tli^t  is  valuable.  In  like  manner,  are 
we  to  neglect  to  secure  this  House  against 
com^ion,  because  we  cannot  as  yet  posi<* 
tivdy  say  that  it  has  ever  oodeavoured  to 
enter  ?  My  Lords,  if  we  do  not  in  time  se- 
cure all  the  avenues  to  this  House  agninst 
such  a  cunning  betrayer,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  us  to  keep  him  out.  And  it  he 
once  enter  it  will  be  absi4utely  inqNwsible 
for  us  to  turn  him  out^  until  lie  has  robbed 
us  of  that  precious  jewel,  the  IS^rty  of 
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our  country,  which  has  always  been,  and 
always  roust  be  left  in  the  keeping  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Fkrliament ;  for  I  am  very 
well  assured,  that  it  will  for  ever  be  impos- 
sible to  prove  at  the  bar  of  this  House 
the  practice  of  corruption,  to  the  con- 
viction of  those  who  have  got  their  seats 
here  by  the  means  of  corruption. 

Upon  hearing  this  new  sort  of  doctrine 
broached  in  this  House,  I  cannot,  my 
Lords,  but  reflect  with  deep  concern,  upon 
an  observation  made  upon  our  country,  by 
a  French  gentleman,  who  was  taken  with 
&e  marshal  Tallardat  the  battle  of  Hoch- 
stet,  and  was  afterwards  several  years  a 
prisoner  in  England.  When  he  returned 
to  France,  he  was  giving  an  account  of 
his  observations  upon  England,  and,  among 
the  rest,  he  tdd  his  company,  that  the 
English  had  a  thing  among  them  which 
theycaHedanuisance;  that  is,  gentlemen, 
says  he,  any  thing  that  is  offensive  to  the 
neighbours,  or  mat  mi^  probably  do  a 
mischief  to  the  passengers :  For  removing 
efthingsof  this  nature,  the  English  have 
Teiy  good  laws,  but  so  indolent,  so  neg-. 
Mgent  are  those  people,  that  they  seldom 
or  ever  think  or  removing  a  nuisance  till 
it  has  done  some  notable  mischief.  ^  An 
ezamdie  of  this  kind  happened  in^  the 
ne^DOurhood  where  I  was  quartered ; 
there  was  in  a  by-road  a  timber  bridge 
upon  a  very  deep  river  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, and  soon  after  I  arrived  there,  a  lar^e 
hole  happened  to  be  broke  through  in  the 
middle  of  th&t  bridge,  I  passed  mat  way, 
I  observed  the  hole,  I  took  notice  of  it  to 
all  the  gentlemen  in  the  country ;  I  re- 
passed several  times  that  way,  still  the 
nde  was  there,  and  daily  grew  bigger ;  it 
continued  so  for  many  months:  "Die  laws 
were  sufficient  for  removing  this  nuisance, 
lor  enforcing  the  reparation  of  this  bridge, 
but  no  man  would  be  at  the  pains  to  put 
Aem  in  execution ;  at  last  an  unfortunate 
gentleman,  of  some  distinction,  passing 
that  way  in  a  dark  night,  his  horse  stumbled 
|B^  this  hole,  fell  through,  was  drowned, 
and  the  gentl^nan  himself  much  hurt. 
Then  the  justices  of  the  peace  met,  and 
Immediate  orders  were  given  for  repairing 
thebrid^:  I  do  not  know  but  the  gen- 
tleman found  means  to  recover  the  value 
of  his  horse,  but  no  man  could  make  re- 
mration  to  him  for  the  pain  lie  endured 
Thb,  my  Lords,  was  the  French  gentle- 
man's ooservation  upon  our  country ;  and 
really  what  I  have  this  day  heard  from 
some  noble  Lords,  who  oppose  this  mo- 
tion, makes  me  begin  to  think  it  was  juit. 


But  \H  us  consider,  my  Lords,  that  if  we 
make  no  provision  in  the  case  now  before 
us,  if  we  leave  this  hole  unmended,  till 
that  which  is  the  support  of  our  constitution, . 
a  free  election,  has  fallen  through,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  prevent  our  constitution's 
falling  through  at  the  same  time,  and  bbth 
must  certain^  peri^  in  the  gulph  of  cor- 
ruption. 

For  this  reason,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I 
must  beg,  that  a  negative  may  not  be' put 
upon  the  resolution  now  proposed ;  if  a 
negative  should  be  put  upon  it,  if  it  should 
be  even  but  delayed,  I  snail  most  heartily 
wish  the  motion  had  never  been  made ;  for 
it^wiU  be  a  foundation  for  so  much  triumph 
to  the  dealers  in  corruption,  if  any  there 
be;  it  will  cast  such  a  damp  upon  al] 
future  attempts  agattst  conniption,  Uiat  I 
am  afraid  the  practice  will  soon  come  to 
be  barefaced  in  every  part  of  our  consti-^ 
tution. 

Then  the  question  being  put,  <  Thi^  Ae 
question  be  now  put  upon  die  above  mo* 
tion,'  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 
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Protest  on  the  said    QuiestionU  beinf^- 
paaed  in  the  Negative.'] 

"  Dissentient* 

1.  *^  Because  we  apprehend  that  this 
resolution,  being  only  aeclaratoiy  of  un-> 
deniable  truths,  ought  not  to  have  been 
avoided  by  a  previous  question,  since,  we 
fear,  the  leaving  it  undetermined  may  tend 
to  encourage  practices  dangerous  to  our 
constitution  in  general,  and  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  mis  House  in  particular. 

2.  ^*  Because  we  think  this  House  can- 
not shew  too  strong  an  abhorrence  of 
practices,  which,  whether  Aey  lave  been 
committed  or  not  in  fdbner  elections,  art 
yet  of  such  a  nakire  as  may  possibhr  here« 
after  be  attempted  by  aminister,  who  may 
find  it  necessary  to  try  all  methods  to  se« 
cure  a  majority  in  this  House,  either  to 
promote  his  feature  ambitious  views,  or 
screen  his  past  criminal  conduct. — r- 
C  Signed)  Suffolk,  Mardmiont,  Shafts- 
bury,  Gower,  Carteret,  Bedford, 
Ker,  Bristol,  Bokon,  Chesterfield, 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  Tadcaster, 
Cardigan,  Foley/ Litchfidd;  Twee- 
dale,  Abingdon,  Strafford,  Ba- 
thuxst,  Coventry,  Berkshire,  'Tha- 
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net.  Stair,  Ajlesfordy  Cobham, 
Bruce,  Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
Craven,  Northampton,  Griffin, 
Marlborough,  WinchelBea  and 
Nottingham^  Boyle,  Montrose*" 

Motion  to  tmp^fwer  the  Committee  to  in' 
vuire  i^f  proper  Methods  to  encourage  the 
Trade  of  the  Plantations^  andfor  their 
better  Security.']  March  26.  The  House 
of  Lords  was  moved,  *<  That  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  the  7th  instant  to 
consider  of  the  representation  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  Trade  and  Plantations  re- 
lating to  the  laws  made,  manufactures  set 
up,  and  Trade  carried  on  in  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America,  which  may  have  a&cted.  the 
trade,  navigation,  and  manufactures  of 
this  longdom,  be  mipowered  to  inquire  of 
the  proper  methods  tor  the  encouragement 
and  security  of  all  trade  and  manumctures 
in  the  said  plantations,  which  no  wa^  in- 
terfere with  the  trade  of  Great  Bntain, 
and  for  th6  better  security  of  Ae  planta- 
tions themselves.'' 

.  And  a  question  being  stated  thereupon, 
it  was  proposed  after  the  word  *  Encoura^- 
ment'  to  leave  out  '  and  security;'  which 
being  objected  to,  and  debate  had  there- 
upon, tiie  Question  was  put,  whether  the 
'  words  *  ana  Security'  shall  stand  part  of 
the  question ;  it  was  resolved  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  5^  against  28. 

Protest  on  a  Negatioe  being  put  on  the 
said  MotionJ]  Then  it  was  proposed. 
That  these  words  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
motion,  viz.  *  an4  for  the  better  security 
of  the  Plantations  themselves,'  be  left  out; 
but  the  same  being  objected  to,  the  question 
was  put,  whether  these  words  shall  stand 
part  of  the  question  ?  and  it  was  resolved 
m  the  neg^ive. 

"  Dissentient' 
**  Because  we  apprehend,  that  if  the 
safety  of  the  plantations  themselves  is  not 
thought  a  matter  worthy  the  consideration 
of  tiiie  parliament,  it  is  of  little  consequence 
to  consider  of  their  laws,  manui^tures,  or 
trade.^(^  Signed)  Bedford,  Bathurst,  Berk- 
shire, Tweedale,   Abingdon,  Co- 
ventn^,  Strafford,  Tadcaster,  Litch- 
tield,  Thanet,  Carteret,  Winchelsea 
and  Nottingham,  Bolton,   Ayl^s- 
ford,  Gower,  Stair,  Nortlmmpton, 
Montrose,    Bristol,     Marchmont, 
Cardigan,  Craven." 

Then  the  qutition  was  put,  <<  Whether 
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the  said  Committee  shall  be  impowered  to 
inquire  of  the  proper  methods  for  the  en- 
couragement of  all  trade  and  manu&cfure» 
of  the  plantations  in  America,  which  no 
way  interferes  with  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain,  or  which  may  be  <^  use  to  Great 
Britain  ?"  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

"  Dissentient' 

1.  ^*  Because  we  apprehend,  that  the 
new  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
Committee,  were  not  only  expedient,  but 
asolutely  necessary,  since  (by  the  account 
given  by  several  lords  who  attended  the 
Committee,  and  contradicted  by  none)  it 
appeared  to  the  House,  that  from  the  in- 
formations of  merchants  of  undoubted 
credit,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  and  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  were  in  so  defenceless  a  con- 
dition, that  they  might  be  taken  in  twen^ 
four  hours ;  and  we  conceive  that  such 
imminent  dancer  of  such  valuable  posses- 
sions required  an  immediate  and  minute 
examination,  in  order  to  discover  the 
causes  and  nature  of  the  danger,  and  to 
i^ply  proper  and  adequate  remedies. 

2.  **  Because  we  conceive,  that  the 
chief  reason  urged  in  the  dd^ate  against 
this  inauiry,  is  the  strongest  argument 
imaginable  for  it,  v\z.  That  it  mi^t  dis- 
cover the  weakness  of  these  islands  |n  the 
present  critical  juncture  of  a&irs,  and  in- 
vite our  enemies  to  invade  them :  whereas, 
we  think,  that  this  critical  juncture  calls 
upon  us  to  put  our  possessions  in  a  state 
of  defence  and  secunty  in  all  events ;  and 
since  we  cannot  suppose,  that  their  present 
defenceless  condition  is  unknown  to  those 
powers  who  are  the  most  likely  to  take 
the  advantage  of  it,  we  apprehend  it  to  be 
both  prudent  and  necessary,  that  those 
powers  should  at  the  same  time  know,  that 
the  care  and  attention  of  this  House  waa 
employed  in  providing  for  their  security. 
We  conceive  likewise,  that  such  an  argu- 
ment may  tend  to  debar  a  House  of  Par- 
liament from  looking  into  any  of  our 
afi&irs,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  if  in 
any  transaction  at  any  time  there  shalf 
appear  to  have  been  a  weak,  treacherous^ 
or  negligent  management,  the  directors 
will  never  fail  to  lay  hold  of  that  argument, 
to  stop  any  parliamentary  inquir}';  and  the 
fear  of  discovering  a  national  weakness 
may  be  urged  only  to  prevent  the  detection 
of  ministerial  negligence  or  guilt. 

8.  "  Because  we  have  found  by  wcpc- 
rience,  that  we  can  never  be  too  attentive 
to  the  preservation  of  the  possessions  and 
dependencies  of  this  kingdom^  since  treaties 
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idone  tHfl  not  bind  those  powers,  who 
from  the  proximity  of  their  situation,  from 
favourable  opportunities,  or  other  induce- 
ments, may  be  tempted  to  attack  or  invade 
tiiem.     But  the  interposition  of  a  British 
]parKament  will  be  more  respected,  and 
more  effectual,  than  the  occasional  expe- 
dients of  fluctuating  and  variable  nego- 
ciations,  which,  in  former  times,  have  been 
bften  more  ade^ted  to  the  present  neces- 
sities of  the  minister,    than  to  the  real 
honour,  and  lasting  security  of  the  nation, 
i.  "  Because  we  apprehend,  the  debar- 
ring this  House  fVom  any  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  ministers  for  ^e  time  past,  or 
llrom  giving  their  advice  in  matters    of 
great  concern  to  the  public,  for  the  time 
to  come,  tends  to  destroy  the  very  being 
of  this  House,  and,  of  consequence,  the 
Tfhole  frame  of  our  coni^itution :   and  how 
tnelancholy  a  view  must  it  be  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  to  see  the  private  pro- 
perty of  so  many  particulars,  and  so  ad- 
▼antageous  a  traae  to  the  whole,  refused  to 
he  brouglit  under  the  inspection  of  this 
House,  and  yet,  as  far  as  {mpears  to  us, 
totally  neglected  by  the  administration  ? 
And  we  are  the  more  surprised  to  find  this 
backwardness,  with  regard  to  the  interest 
of  our  colonies,  since  we  are  persuaded, 
that   the   balance   of  trade  at    present 
is  against  us  in  most  parts  <^  the  world, 
and  only  compensated  m  some  degree  by 
what  we  gain  by  our  West-India  trade : 
neither  can  we  allow,  that  they  ought  to 
be  left  to  look  afler  themselves,  since  they 
have  a  right  to  claim  even  more  than  the 
protection  of  their  mother-country,  by  the 
great  wealth  they  annually  transmit  to  it, 
and  the  great  duties  they  pay  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  public  funds,  and  the  civil 
list ;  and  we  are  fully  convinced,  that  if 
this  beneficial  trade  should  once  be  lost,  it 
will  be  irrecoverably  lost  to  the  infinite 
damage  of  this  kingaom.    For  though  the 
islantU  should  be  restored  to  us  afterwards, 
the  utensils  and  stock  of  negroes  being 
carried  away,  it  would  take  up  a  long  tract 
of  time,  and  would  be  a  very  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  public,  to  re-instate  them  in 
their  present  condition :  we  rather  think  it 
impracticable  to  restore  them,  though  we 
can  by  no  means  suppose  it  diflScult,  by 
timdy  precaution,  to  prevent  their  de- 
struction.  Signed,)  Chesterfield,  Tad- 
caster,  Coventry,  Thanet,  Carteret, 
Winchelsea  and  Nottingham,  Stair, 
•Bedford,  Northampton,  Strafford, 
Bolton,  Montrose,  Abingdon,  Berk- 
shire, Bathurst,  Litchfield,  Twee- 
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dale,  Gower,  Marchmont,  Bristol, 
Cardigan,  Foley,  Craven.*' 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  to  prevent 
Stock  Jobbing."]  March  28.  The  Lords 
went  into  a  committee  upon  a  bill  from  tlie 
Commons,  *  To  prevent  the  infamous 
Practice  ef  stock-jobbing* ;  and  the  said 
bill  being  read  a  second  time,  the  earls  of 
Warwick  and  Cholmondeley,  and  lord 
Hervey,  spoke  against  the  bill:  their  lord- 
ships urged. 

That  the  grandeur  and  strength  of  a 
nation  depended  upon  public  credit, 
which  was  a  thing  of  a  very  ticklish  na- 
ture, and  did  not  always  depend  upon  rea- 
son, but  upon  the  opinions  of  men ;  and 
therefore  it  was  very  dangerous  to  make 
any  innovations  with  respect  to  our  public 
funds ;  for  though  one  man  might  nave  a 
good  opinion  of  the  innovation  proposed, 
yet  he  could  not  tell  what  opinion  others 
might  have  of  it. 

ITiat  all  human  regulations,  all  human 
afiairs,  were  subject  to  imperfections  and 
inconveniences,  and  therefore  legislators 
had  in  all  countries  been  forced  to  suffer 
small  inconveniences  for  the  sake  of 
greater  conveniences,  which  was  really  the 
case  then  before  them  ;  for  though  stock- 
jobbingwas  an  inconvenience,  yet  consider* 
ing  how  much  it  contributed  to  the  ready 
circulation  of  money,  and  to  the  supporting 
the  credit  of  our  funds,  it  was  therefore  to 
be   tolerated. 

That  the  credit  of  our  funds  depended 
very  much  upon  the  ready  access  that  peo- 
ple had  at  all  times  to  their  money,  and 
that  this  ready  access  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  practice  of  stock-jobbing;  by  this 
practice  it  was,  that  every  man  was  always 
sure  of  finding  a  purchaser  for  his  stock 
whenever  he  had  a  mind  to  sell,  and  by 
this  only  it  was,  that  there  was  always  a 
certain  and  fixed  market-price  upon  every 
one  of  our  public  funds ;  whereas,  should 
this  practice  be  entirely  destroyed,  it  might 
soon  become  as  difficult  to  find  a  pur- 
chaser for  stock,  or  to  ascertain  the  price 
of  it,  as  it  is  now  with  respect  to  land ; 
and  the  concluding  of  a  bargain  might 
become  as  tedious  in  the  one  case  as  it  is 
now  in  the  other. 

That  at  present  our  people  got  by  com- 
mission and  brokerage  from  toeigners  at 
least  80,000/.  per  annum,  which  would  be 
intirely  lost  to  the  nation,  if  that  bill  should 
pass  mto  a  law;  because  all  transac- 
tions of  that  nature,  even  in  our  own  pub- 
lic funds,  would  then  be  carried  on  upon 
[3L] 
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the  exchange  of  Amsterdam;  and  it  was 
well  known,  that  when  any  branch  of  trade 
is  diverted  and  turned  out  of  its  old  chan- 
i^el,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  bring  it  back 
again ;  and  therefore,  though  the  bill  was 
to  continue  but  for  three  years,  they  could 
not  agree  to  it,  because  if  the  trade  of 
buying  and  selling  any  of  our  public  funds 
should  be  turned  out  of  this  Idngdom  for 
three  years  onl^,  it  might  not  be  in  our 
power  to  bring  it  back  again. 

That  if  the  creditors  of  the  public  were 
not  allowed  as  free  and  uncontrouled  a 
liberty  of  disposing  of  their  properties  in 
the  public 'funds,  as  of  any  other  part  of 
their  property,  it  would  not  only  prevent 
peoples  becoming  purchasers  of  any  of  our 
present  funds,  but  it  would  prevent  peo- 
ple's lending  their  money  to  the  govern- 
ment upon  any  future  emergen<nr,  which 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  con- 
sequences. 

That  in  all  other  branches  of  trade, 
there  was  a  free  liberty  allowed  to  every 
person  that  had  a  mind  to  insure  his  stock 
m  trade:  that  tlie  selling  of  stock  for  time, 
and  the  giving  of  money  for  the  put  of 
•  stock  (as  it  was  called  in  Exchange  Alley) 
was  nothing  else  but  a  way  of  insuring  the 
principal  money  which  a  man  had  in  the 
public  funds ;  and  the  preventing  a  man 
from  taking  that  method  of  securing  his 
property  in  the  funds,  would  be  a  very 

great  hardship  upon  all  the  creditors  of 
le  public. 

That  it  was  doin^  an  injustice  to  the 
persons  concerned  m  the  public  funds; 
because  it  was  a  subjecting  them  to  con- 
ditions and  restraints  which  they  were  not 
subjected  to,  nor  could  possibly  dream  of, 
when  they  lent  their  money  to  the  public; 
which  was  really  in  effect  taking  so  much 
of  their  property  from  them :  i  or  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  every  tort  of  property  was  of  the 
less  value,  the  more  conditions  and  re- 
strictions it  was  subjected  to :  nor  could 
any  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill  be 
drawn  nrom  that  law  which  had  been  made 
against  laying  wagers  about  public  affairs ; 
because  those  that  might  be  concerned  in 
such  wagers  had  never  purchased  from  the 
public  a  privilege  to  lay  any  such ;  whereas 
the  creuitors  of  the  public  had  in  some 
manner  purchased  a  privilege  of  taking 
any  metnod  they  thought  proper  for 
making  the  most  of  tlie  property  they  had 
in  the  public  funds. 

The  earl  of  Strafiord,  Jlay,  and  Winchel- 
sea,  the  lords  Bathui-st  and  Hardwick, 
»pokefor  it:  Their  lordships  alledged, 


That  there  was  really  no  diffiBrenoe  be- 
tween stock-jobbing  and  gaming;  or  if 
there  was  any,  it  consisted  in  this,  that  the 
former  was  much  more  &tal  in  its  coDse- 
quences,  and  much  more  destructive  thaa 
the  other ;  for  if  any  man  frequented  ha- 
zard-tables, horae-racinff,'  cock-fightings 
or  any  other  sort  of  public  earning,  it  be* 
came  soon  known  in  the  woud,  and  there- 
by every  man  was  advertised  to  draw  Us 
cTOcts  out  of  such  a  man's  hand,  and  not 
to  give  him  any  trust  or  credit,  so  that  if 
such  men  came  to  be  ruined,  they  gene* 
rally  could  lose  nothii^  but  their  owa 
estates,  and  none  suffered  by  their  folly  or 
ill  conduct  but  themselves  and  their  funl- 
Hes ;  whereas  in  the  transactions  in  Ex- 
change-alley, they  might  be,  and  gene- 
rally were  carried  on  in  the  dark ;  it  was  not 
known  who  were  principally  concerned,  by 
which  means  a  man  might  game  for  thou- 
sands, without  its  being  so  much  aa  sus- 
pected that  he  l^ad  ever  ventured  a  fiurthing 
m  that  way;  whereby  it  generally  hap- 
pened that  n6t  only  the  gamester  himself 
was  ruined,  but  many  innocent  men,  con- 
cerned with  him  in  an  honest  and  fieur  way 
of  trade,  found  themselves  undone,  when 
they  had  good  reason  to  think  themselves 
absolutely  secure. 

That  Stock-jobbing  was  worse  than 
gaming  in  tliis  other  respect,  that  gaming 
of  any  other  kind  mignt  be  carried  oa 
upon  a  fair  and  equal  footing,  but  it  wa« 
impossible  that  Stock-jobbing  ever  could ; 
for  there  must  always  be  some  persons  be- 
hind the  curtain,  who  must  necessarily 
know  a  great  deal  more  of  the  game  than 
it  was  possible  for  the  other  adventurers  to 
know,  by  which  means  they  always  had 
an  opportunity  of  cheating  their  fellow 
gamesters  out  of  what  sums  of  money  thev 
had  a  mind:  and  it  was  but  too  weU 
known  that  men  had  often  made  an  un- 
just use  of  the  knowledge  tfiey  had  in  thig 
way. 

That  by  the  means  of  this  infamous 
practice  of  Stock-jobbing,  it  was  always  ia 
the  power  of  some  of  our  forei^  neigh- 
bours to  lay  a  heavy  tax  upon  this  nation, 
and  to  draw  a  great  deal  of  money  out  of 
it,  whenever  they  thought  proper ;  for  as 
the  prices  of  all  our  public  funds  must  al- 
ways depend,  in  some  measure  upon  the 
circumstances  of  foreign  affiiirs,  and  must 
vary  according  as  those  circumstances 
vary,  it  would  always  be  in  the  power  of 
the  ministers  of  some  of  the  foreign  courts 
of  Europe,  by  means  of  their  correspond 
dents  here,  to  raise  large  sums  of  money. 
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brgmng  out  a  little  for  the  refusal,  or  for 
the  puty  of  some  of  our  public  funds. 

And  in  answer  to  the  arguments  made 
use  of  against  the  Bill,  it  was  said.  That 
public  credit,  it  was  true,  depended  upon 
the  opinions  of  oqaen,  but  then  those  opi- 
nions were  always  fiMmded  upon  reason, 
when  people  were  truly  informed,  and  had 
time  to  think  coolly  about  the  matter, 
which  could  not  well  happen,  as  long  as  the 
game  «f  Stock-j6bbing  was  allowed,  for 
thousands  of  lies  would  be  daily  invented 
to  deceive  the  weak  and  ignorant;  and 
men  would  always  run  heaSong  into  the 
buviBg  or  selling,  or  dealing  in  puts  and 
renisau,  not  according  to  the  real  intrinsic 
▼alue  of  the  thing  to  be  bought  or  sold, 
but  according  to  their  qpinion  of  the  price's 
bemg  about  to  fidlor  rise. 

That  the  credil^  of  our  funds  did  not  de- 
pend upon  the  ffaming  or  Stock-jobbing  in 
them,  but  rather  suffered  by  it,  as  ap- 
peared evidently  from  this,  that  the  South- 
Sea  annuities,  m  which  there  was  little  or 
no  gaming,  had  alwajrs  bore  a  higher  price 
than  the  stock,  in  proportion  to  the  divi- 
dends made  upon  both ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  every  man  >^o  was  not  possessed 
with  something  of  the  spirit  or  gammg, 
would  put  a  greater  value  upon  that  secu- 
rity, which  he  was  sure  of  selling  again  for 
what  it  cost  him,  than  upon  a  security  by 
which  he  run  the  risk  of  losing  or  winning 
a  great  deal.  And  as  to  the  certainty  and 
invariableness  of  the  price,  the  price  of 
annuities  had  always  oeen  more  certam 
and  invariable  than  the  price  of  any  other 
public  fimd,  which  shewed  that  Stock- 
jobbing rather  tended  towards  unsettling, 
than  towards  fixing  the  price  of  any  of  our 
public  funds. 

That  the  readiness  of  fmding  a  purchaser 
ftr  any  thin^,  depended  upon  the  people's 
bemg  certam  as  to  the  Value,  as  to  the 
right,  and  as  to  the  method  of  conveying 
the  thing  to  be  sold ;  and  to  this  certainty 
with  recnpect  to  our  piiblic  funds,  it  was 
owing  that  the  proprietCNra  had  then  so 
readhr  an  access  to  their  monev»  and  not 
at  aU  to  the  practice  of.  stoc^-jobbin^ ; 
therefore  as  tins  oertainty  could  not  hem 
the  least  diminished  by  the  Bill  then  be- 
finre  them,  the  proprietors  of  the  public 
funds  would,  without  doubt,  have  as  rea^ 
access  to  their  money  afler  the  passing  of 
that  Bill,  as  ever  th^  had  before. 

That  it  could  not  well  be  supposed  that 
ever  our  people  had  made  in  any  one  year 
SOfiOOL  by  brokerage  and  commission 
frooi  fiweigiieTS    deaung  in  our  funds; 


but  whatever  had  been  made  in  that  wa^ 
could  not  by  the  Bill  be  diminished ;  for  it 
was  certain  that  buying  and  selling  in  the 
gaming  way  could  not  be  carried  on  by 
commission,  there  could  be  no  commission 
or  brokerage  paid  by  foreigners  to  our 
people  here  but  when  a  transfer  was  ac- 
tually made,  and  when  a  transfer  is  to  be 
made,  some  trustee  or  correspondent  here 
must  still  be  employed ;  so  that  nothing 
but  the  game  of  stock-jobbing  could  be 
carried  to  the  exchange  of  Amsterdam ; 
and  if  all  our  gamesters,  as  well  as  the 
game,  were  transported  thither,  it  would 
be  no  great  loss  to  the  nation. 

That  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  public 
credit  of  this  nation^  depended  upon  a 
much  more  stable  foundation  than  tnat  of 
stock-jobbing ;  and  ^  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  creditors  of  the  public  had 
purchased,  or  that  they  ever  intended  by 
their  lending  money  to  the  government,  to 
purchase  a  privilege  of  setting  up  a  gaming 
table  in  ,  the  middle  of  the  city  of 
London ;  and  to  pretend  that  the  pres- 
cribing a  certain  method  by  which  the 
property  of  the  public  funds  was  trans- 
ferred irom  one  to  anodier,  was  a  restraint 
put  upon  the  liberty  of  diisposing  of  such 
funds,  or  that  it  would  any  way  climinish 
the  value  of  them,  was  the  same  thing  as 
to  pretend  that  the  statute  of  the  29th  of 
Charles  2,  against  fraudulent  conveyances 
of  land-estates,  was  a  restraint  put  upon 
the  liberty  of  disposing  of  such  estates ;  cr 
that  the  act  for  registering  such  convey- 
ances within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  h£d 
diminished  the  value  of  land  within  that 
county;  whereas  it  was  never  yet  imagined 
but  that  the  proprietors  of  land  estates 
had  as  full  a  liberty  of  disposing  of  such 
estates  since  the  said  act  of  the  29th  of 
Charles  2  had  passed,  as  ever  they  had 
before ;  and  it  was  weU  known  that  the  act 
for  estid^lidung  aregister  within  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  had  rather  increased^  than 
diminished  the  value  q£  land  within  that 
county. 

That  as  bargains  for  time  were  still  to 
be  allowed,  the  public  creditors  might 
thereby  insure  their  principal  money  in 
the  public  funds  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  had  done  before ;  but  as  for  the  prac- 
tice of  giving  money  for  the  put  of  stock, 
if  it  was  to  be  calledan  insurance,  it  was  a 
very  odd  sort  of  one ;  for  by  that  method 
a  man  was  to  insure  not  only  his  own  pro- 
perty in  the  public  funds,  but  in  some  mian- 
ner  the  whole  public  funds  of  England  ; 
which  wn»  just  the  came  as  if  a  ipan  con* 
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cerned  only  in  one  ship  should  give  a  pre- 
mium for  tile  insurance  of  such  a  sum  of 
money  upon  the  safe  return  of  all  the 
ships  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 

Upon  reading  the  last  Clause^  by  which 
the  Bill  was  made  to  continue  for  three 
years,  the  lord  Delaware  moved, 

That  it  might  be  made  to  continue  but 
for  one  year,  and  to  the  end  of  next 
session  of  Parliament 

Lord  Bathiirst  was  against  this  amend- 
ment ;  his  lordship  said.  That  such  a  short 
term  miclit  very  probably  encourage  the 
stock-jobbing  gamesters  to  enter  mto  a 
combination  for  raising  inconveniences  and 
evil  consequences,  which  they  might  per- 
haps be  able  to  support  and  keep  up  for  so 
short  a  time  by  some  fraudulent  and  artful 
management,  in  order  to  make  people 
^*ck  of  the  Bill,  and  thereby  prevent  its 
^eing  continued ;  whereas  if  it  was  made 
to  continue  for  three  years,  things  would 
in  that  time  take  their  natural  course ;  the 
pimesters  could  not  hope  to  keep  up  by 
art  and  management  any  sort  of  incon- 
veniences,butthose  which  really  proceeded 
from  the  nature  of  the  Bill;  anci  therefore 
in  order  to  know  the  natural  and  real  con- 
sequences of  it,  it  was  necessary  to  give  it 
a  continuance  for  at  least  three  years. 

The  earl  of  Hay  spoke  for  this  Amend- 
ment, and  the  earl  of  Strafford  and  the 
carl  Poulet  against  it.  At  last  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  it  was  carried  against  the 
Amendment  proposed,  by  27  against  16; 
and  the  Bill  dlerwards  passed  into  a  law.* 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a  Message  from 
the  KinSi  to  be  impjwered  to  augment  his 
Forces  by  Sea  and  Land^  during  the  Re- 
cess of  Parliament,']  March  28.  The 
duke  of  Newcastle  acquainted  the  House, 
That  he  had  a  Message  from  his  Majesty 
to  that  House,  signed  by  his  Majesty, 
which  he  presented  to  the  House,  and  the 

*  "  The  friends  of  this  Bill  tlieraselres  were 
ilisappointed  in  its  being:  suffered  to  pass. .  They 
had  endeavoured  to  prepossess  the  public  with 
a  notion,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  minister's 
power  and  income,  and  those  of  his  friends, 
ai-ose  from  Stock -jobbing;  and  that  as  be  was 
in  all  the  secrets  of  a/fairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  be  made  use  of  his  know  led^e  to  influ- 
ence the  funds  in  the  manner  he  tfaouc^ht  most 
for  the  advantage  of  himself  and  his  creatures. 
This  nodon  was  not  more  injurious  to  his  cha- 
racter, than  it  was  false  in  itself;  and  be  treat- 
ed  it  with  a  beroming  disdain,  by  su&ring 
Ihe  Hill  to  pass,  though  some  parts  of  it  were 
trontrary  lo  his  privale  judgment."    Tiodal. 


same,  being  read  by  the  lA>id  Chaaoelkwy 
was  as  follows: 
«  G.  R. 

*^  His  Majesty  very  thankfully  ackncMr- 
ledges  the  zeal  and  affection  which  thia 
Paniament  has  shewn,  in  the  great  pro- 
gress they  have  already  made  in  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  public  service. 

**  But,  the  war  which  has  broke  out  in 
Europe  still  unhappily  c<mtmuuig,  hi9 
Majesty  has  nothmg  more  at  heart  than 
to  see  that  .flame  extinguished^  and  to 
avoid  if  possible,  th^  engaging  his  subject9 
in  the  hazards  and  expence  of  a  war; 
being  at  the  same  time  desirous,  neither  to 
give  any  just  alarm  to  other  nations,  nor 
to  subject  himself  to  any  unprovoked  m- 
sults. 

<<  In  this  view,  and  to  the  end  that  his 
Majesty's  endeavours,  in  conjunction  with 
his  allies,  for  procuring  an  accomroodatioOy 
mav>  in  due  time,  have  the  desired  effect ; 
and  that  his  Majesty  may  be  in  a  condition 
to  make  good  such  engagements  as  honour^ 
justice,  and  prudence,  mav  call  upon  him 
to  fulfil  or  contract;  and  that  his  king- 
doms may  not  be  left  exposed  to  any  d^ 
Cerate  attempts  during  such  time  as  it  may 
e  impossible  for  his  Mi^sty  to  have  the 
immediate  advice  and  assistance  of  his 
great  council,  upon  any  eoiergency 
arising  from  the  present  posture  of  af&irs 
in  Europe,  which  may  nearly  concern  the 
interest  and  safety  of  these  kingdoms ; . 
his  Majesty  hopes  that  he  shall  l^  sup- 
ported by  his  Parliament,  in  making  such 
further  augmentation  of  his  forces,  eith^ 
by  sea  or  land,  as  may  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  in  concerting  such  mea- 
sures as  the  exigency  of  amurs  may  re- 
quire. Whatever  augmentations  shaJl  be 
made,  or  services  performed,  an  account 
thereof  shall  be  laia  before  the  next  par- 
liament." 

This  Message  tlie  Lords  resolved  to 
take  into  consideration  the  next  day ;  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  29th, 

The  Duke  of  Nexocastle  stood  up  and 
spoke  as  follows  : 

My  Lords ;  As  his  Majesty  has  been 
always  care^  not  to  put  lus  people  to  any 
greater  expence,  than  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  own  safety,  so  in  the 
beginning  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  he 
asked  for  no  greater  augnventation  either 
of  land  or  sea  forces  tlmwliat  lie  thought 
was  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  na- 
tion; an4  aftpr  the  mpst  nuitur^.  d«U- 
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4Qca«ion  weire  taou^  aa  juat  and  reaaon* 
abte,  tbat  Iher  were  agveed  ta  by  botk 
Hoaaes  of  PaniameBLV — There  was  then, 
JOY  lordsy  a  war  brake  out  in  Europe, 
wbidb  wade  It  neoestary  for  us  to  iftake 
aooie  Uttle  addition  to  our  naval  force  at 
bome,  and  to  the  garrisons  of  our  fortified 
places  abroad ;  but  as  we  did  not  stand 
obliged  by  any  former  engagement  to 
take  any  share  in  that  war,  therefore  the 
eaqpesoe  we  have  as  yet  put  ourselves  to 
tipoi^  that  occasion  is  hut  very  inconsider- 
able; and  as  his  Mi^esty  has  not  yet  engaged 
hmaelf  upon  either  side  of  tKe  ^estion, 
aa  there  has  not  since  any  alteration  hap- 
peaedwith  respect  to  the  circumstances 
of  Great  firitam  in  particular,  so  his  Ma- 
jesty does  not  think  it  necessary  for  us  to 
put  ourselves  immediately  to  any  greater 
ezpence  than  what  was  then  judged  to  be 
neoesaary;  but  as  the  £ite  of  war  is  v^ry 
imoertain,  and  as  the  liberties  of  Eurcme 
veij  much  depend  iqK>n  the  event  of  the 
present  war,  therefore  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee  but  that  his  Majesty  may  be  oblig- 
ed to  take  some  share  in  the  war,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  balance  of  power,  on  which 
depend  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  con- 
sequentfy  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom.^ — 
If  then,  my  Lords,  upon  any  future  and 
vaAdea.  emerg^acy,  his  Majesty  should  find 
himself  under  a  necessity  of  immediately 
joining  either  one  side  or  the  other,  we 
may  most  certainly  expect,  that  those  he 
joins  against  will  endeavour  to  insult  or 
invade  this  nation,  especially  if  they  know 
that  we  are  no  way  prepared  for  our  own 
defence:  Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  that 
our  continuing  neutral  may  disoblige  both 
sides ;  and  if  either  can  expect  to  engage 
this  nation  in  their  fiivour,  oy  producing  a 
change  in  our  government,  they  will  pro- 
bably for  that  purpose  attempt  to  invade 
us,  if  they  should  be  encouraged  to  make 
8«<^  an  attempt  by  our  present  govem- 
tneot's  not  being  in  a  proper  condition  to 
resist  them.  There  is  not  indeed  any  oc- 
casion at  present  to  fear  such  att^npts  ; 
there  is  not  the  least  appearance  that  any 
of  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war  will  at- 
teiiq»t  to  oifer  us  any  insult ;  but  as  the 
politics  and  resolutions  of  foreign  courts 
are  not  to  be  depended  on,  as  no  person 
can  pretend  to  foresee  every  thing  that 
may  haj^n,  his  Majesty  is  willing  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  provide  in  time 
against  the  worst;  and  J  think  we  are  in 
&Scy  bound  to  enable  him  todo  so  ;  there- 
.  t^i^  I  hope  3^our.lordsh^wiU- agree  to  tlie 
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miMion  I  am  to  make,  which  is^  That  an 
humhle  address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  express  the  dutiful  and  grateftit 
sense  which  this  House  conceives  of  his 
royal  care  i^  attention,  for  the  honouf 
and  security  of  his  kmgdoms  ;  to  declare 
their  unalterable  fidelity  to  his  Majesty, 
and  their  earnest  desire,  that  his  endea- 
vours for  an  accommodation  knay  be  efec- 
tual ;  and  that  his  Majesty  may  in  all  events 
be  in  a  condition  to  make  good  such  en- 
gagements  as  honour,  justice  andprudence 
mav  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  or  contract ; 
and  that  his  dominions  may  not  be  ex- 
posed to  any  desperate  attempts,  especialty 
at  a  time  when  it  may  be  impossible  for 
the  ^eat  council  of  the  nation  to  be  im- 
mediately convened  ;  to  give  his  Majesty 
the  strongest  assurances  that  this  House 
will  cheemilly  support  him  in  making  such 
farther  augmentation  of  his  forces,  either 
by  sea  or  land,  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  honour  and  defence  of  his  kingdom, 
and  in  concertina  such  measures  as  the 
exigency  of  afiairs  mav  require ;  and  to 
return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this 
House  for  his  gracious  declaration,  that 
an  account  of  any  augmentations  made, 
and  services  performed,  shaU  be  laid  before 
the  next  Parliament :  this  House  reposing 
an  entire  confidence  in  his  Majesty's  royal 
wisdom  and  paternal  concern  for  the  true 
mterests  of  his  people. 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  next ; 

My  Lords;  As  no  sort  of  information 
jias  been  given  to  this  House  about  the 
present  state  of  our  foreign  afiairs,  or 
about  the  engagements  we  now  lie  under 
with  respect  to  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
engaged  in  war  :  as  every  thing  tending 
to  give  us  such  information  has  been  de- 
ni€»a,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  I,  or  any 
other  lord,  who  has  not  had  the  honour  to 
be  admitted  into  that  secret,  should  speak 
so  fully  to  the  present  question  as  we  might 
otherwise  have  done.  As  for  myseli,  I 
think  I  cannot  speak  properly  to  it,  in  any 
other  wav  than  as  it  relates  to  our  own 
constitution,  and  in  that  light  I  cannot  but 
be  against  it ;  for  it  must  be  admitted,  that 
the  aemand  now  made  upon  us,  is  a  de- 
mand of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  ;  it 
is  such  a  demand  as  ought  never  to  be 
complied  with,  but  when  the  nation  is  \\%, 
the  most  imminent  danger,  and  even  in 
such  a  case,  the  reasons  for  apprehending 
such  a  danger  ought  to  be  communicated  to 
this  House  in  a  regular  manner,  before  we 
can  either  in  honour  or  duty  comply  with  it 
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It  bas  alwajBy  my  Lords,  been  admitted, 
that  speeches  from  the  throne  are  to  be 
looked  on  as  speeches  from  the  ministers 
of  state;  Upon  this  footing  it  is  that  this 
House  has  always,  with  a  great  deal  of 
freedom,  taken  such  speeches  into  their 
consideration ;  and  I  must  be  of  opinion 
that  messages  from  his  Msjesty  to  this 
House  are  to  be  lool^ed  on  in  the  same 
maimer;  for  which  reason  I  hope,  the 
.  duty  or  the  respect  we  owe  to  his  Majesty, 
will  not  be  mentioned  in  the  present  de- 
bate* No  man  can  be  more  ready  than  I 
am  to  grant  every  thing  to  his  Majesty, 
that  shSl  appear  to  be  necessary  Sot  the 
support  of  nis  crown  and  dignity;  but 
whatever  is  to  be  granted  for  that  purpose, 
ouffht  to  be  granted  in  a  regular  manner, 
and  according  to  those  methods  and  forms 
which  our  ancestors  have  laid  down  for  the 
preservation  of  our  constitution;  and  even 
in  that  way,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nour and  di^ty  of  this  House,  to  make 
any  such, grant  upon  a  mere  suggestion 
from  the  ministers  that  it  is  necessary. 
No,  my  lords,  the  reasons,  the  causes  of 
that  necessity  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
House,  and  then  every  lord  ip.this  House 
may  depend  upon  his  own  judgment; 
whereas  he  who  agrees  to  such  a  grant 
without  any  .such  mformation,  cannot  be 
said  to  depend  upon  his  own  judgment,  but 
upon  Uiat  of  tne  ministers  for  the  time 
being. 

I  am,  my  Lords^  sincerely  of  opinion, 
that  the  nation  ought  to  be  put  in  a  much 
better  state  of  defence :  It  is  what  ought 
to  hare  been  done  before  now;  but  why 
was  not  this  proposed  at  the  beg^ninz  of 
the  session  ?  Is  there  any  thing  has  hap- 
pened since  that  time  which  can  alter  any 
man's  opinion  in  this  respect,  or  can  make 
him  beheve  that  it  is  now  become  more 
necessary  than  it  was  at  that  time  ?  If  any 
Buch  proposition  had  then  been  made,  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  would  have  had  time 
to  have  taken  the  state  of  the  nation,  with 
respect  both  to  our  foreign  and  domestic 
affiurs,  into  their  consideration,  and  might 
easily  have  provided  in  a  re^pilar  and  usual 
manner  fyr  putting  the  nation  into  a  pro- 
per state  of  defence;  but  the  neglecting 
to  make  any  such  proposition  at  that  tipie, 
and  the  bringing  it  in  now  by  way  of  sur- 
prise upon  us,  when  it  cannot  be  so  much 
as  pretended  that  we  have  any  thing  now 
to  apprehend  which  we  ought  not  dien  to 
have  apprehended,  r^y  seems  as  if  some 
gentlemen  were  afraid  lest  we  should  re- 
solve to  examinenarrowly  into  the  present 


state  and  condition  of  our  affiurs ;  and  this,- 
I  think,  ought  to  be  a  reason  rather  for 
our  refusing  than  for  our  agreeing  to  any 
such .  irregular  and  precipitate  resolution 
as  is  now  proposed  to  us. 

But,  my  Lords,  suppose  that  it  was  not 
then  necessaiy  to  put  the  nation  into  a 
better  state  of  defence  than  what  was  at 
that  time  proposed ;  suppose  that  it  is  not. 
even  now  necessary  to  make  any  new  ad* 
dition  to  our  forces,  either  by  sea  or  land, 
but  that  the  same  may  become  necessary 
in  a  little  time ;  why  may  we  not  provide 
for  such  an  accident,  according  to  the  re- 
gular course  of  proceeding  in  paiiiament  i 
What  necessity  is  there  for  putting  so 
speedy  an  end  to  this  session  of  pimiiaF- 
ment  ?  Why  may  we  not  take  tune  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  doing  whatever  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary  for  providing  against 
any  such  emergency?  By  such  a  method 
of  proceeding  both  Houses  will  have  time 
to  call  for  and  examine  sudi  things  as  may 
be  necessary  for  giving  them  an  insight  into 
our  circumstances  both  abroad  and  at 
home:  And  if  from  such  an  inquiry  it 
shall  appear  absolutely  necessaiy  to  give 
his  Majesty  the  ample  and  unlimited  power 
now  demanded,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
any  lord  in  this  House,  or  any  member  of 
the  other,  will  be  more  averse  to  the 
granting  cf  such  a  power,  when  the  neces- 
sity for  doing  so  is  made  i^pear  to  him^ 
than  he  was  before  that  necessity  was  made 
apparent,  or  indeed  any  the  least  reaaoo 
for  it  assigned? 

I  will  grant,  my  Lords,  that  the  fiUe  of 
war  is  uncertain ;  I  will  likewise  ^ranty 
that  the  event  of  the  present  war  is  m  the 
utmost  consequence  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  and  consequently  to  this  nation; 
but  his  Majesty  has  told  us,  that  he  is  not 
engaged'as  yet  to  take  any  share  in  the 
war :  Suppose  then  that  this  parliament 
were  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  summoned; 
that  new  parliam^it  may  meet  in  two 
months  time,  and  in  that  time  it  b  im-» 
possible  that  any  emergency  can  happea 
of  such  consequence  as  to  oblige  hisdRla« 
jesty  immediately  to  jcMn  either  of  the 
parties  now  engaged  in  war.  The  balance 
of  power  in  Europe  may  be  overturned^ 
but  it  cannot  be  so  suddenly  overturned  as 
not  to  give  his  Majesty  an  q>p(Htttnity  of 
having  the  advice  and  assistance  of  a  neir 
parliament,  bdbre  he  declares  himself  of 
either  side  of  the  question :  In  which  case 
that  new  parliam^:it  may,  and  certainly* 
will  provide  both  for  the  safety  and  honour 
of  this  nation,  in  that  proper  and  regobr 
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method  iriiich  ought  to  be  observed  by 
evenr  pi^liaraeiit. 

The'  safety  and  defence  of  the  nation  is 
always  to  be  provided  for ;  but  as  there  is 
at  present  no  necessity  for  doing  it  in  any 
extraordinaiy  manner,  do  not,  my  lords, 
let  us  do  it  m  the  unprecedented  manner 
now  proposed.  Our  agreeing  to  this  pro- 
position, would,  in  my  opinion,  my  lords, 
DC  a  most  certain  prelude  to  slavery: 
'Twould  be  a  giving  up  of  all  our  liberties 
at  once ;  'twould  be  a  putting  an  absolute 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  to  con- 
tmue  till  next  session  of  parliament,  which 
would  be  a  most  dangerous  precedenf ;  for 
as  such  are  generafiv  improved,  it  may 
soon  after  h^  eranted  for  a  longer  term, 
and  so  may  at  last  be  made  perpetual.  I 
call  it,  my  lords,  an  absolute  power,  be- 
cause we  not  only  give  a  power  of  raising 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  without  limi- 
tation, but  we  give  an  unlimited  credit  for 
borrowing  money,  and  we  pronpse  tb  make 
ffood  whatever  shall  be  so  borrowed.  I 
hope  your  lordships  will  consider,  That 
the  liberties  of  this  nation  do  not  so  much 
depend  upon  our  charters  or  our  statute 
books,  as  upon  that  of  the  people's  keep- 
ing the  purse  in  their  own  hands ;  and  if 
oace  the  people  should  be  brought  into 
the  way  of  giving  anticipated  promises, 
they  may  at  last  be  induced  to  give  the 
purse  enUrely  out  of  their  han£,  which 
would  put  an  end  to  all  our  liberties  at 
once. 

It  has  alwa^  been  reckoned,  my  Lords, 
one  of' the  chief  safeguards  of  our  consti- 
tution, that  the  king  cannot  raise  and 
keep  up  astanding  army  in  time  of  peace, 
without  the  consent  ot  parliament;  but  if 
the  parliament  should  once  come  into  the 
way  of  granting,  from  time  to  time,  an  un- 
limited power  to  raise  and  keep  up  what 
number  of  forces,  by  sea  or  land,  the  mi- 
nisters for  the  time  being  may  think  pre- 
pay I  would  be  glad  to  biow  of  whitt  use 
this  limitation  upon  the  crown  can  be  of, 
with  respect  to  our  constitution  ?  And  if 
bv  means  of  such  a  power  our  constitution 
should  ever  be  overturned,  would  not  the 
parliament  which  had  granted  it  be  justly 
deemed  the  betrayers  of  those  who  liad 
trustedl  fjbeir  all  to  them  ?  We  have  not, 
tiiank  God,  my  lords,  any  thing  to  fear 
from  any  power  that  may  be^^eranted  to 
his  present  Majesty ;  but  if  such  a  prece- 
dapt  should  be  made,  and  in  any  future 
le^  a  set  of  mai  should  be  at  the  head  of 
the  administration,  who  had  disobliged  the 
wfaol«  nation,  who  had  reason  to  fear  that 


such  a  new  parliament  would  be  chosen  as 
would  call  mem  to  an  account ;  would  not 
they,  in  pursuance  of  this  precedent,  en- 
deavour to  get  such  a  power  as  this  from 
the  last  session  of  the  exfMring  parlia- 
ment ?  They  would  then  let  the  new  elec- 
tions go  on,  they  would  use  all  means  and 
methods  to  corrupt  and  influence  them ; 
but  if  after  all  they  should  see  such  a  new 
parliament  chosen  as  would  call  them  to 
an  account,  and  punish  them  for  their 
wickedness,  what  then  can  we  suppose 
they  would  do?  Would  not  they  roaks 
use  of  the  power  so  treacherously  granted 
to  them,  and  raise  such  an  army  as  might 
enable. them  to  govern  without  any  parua* 
ment  at  all  ?  So  that  I  must  look  upon  the 
proposition  now  before  us,  as  laj^ing  a  foun- 
dation for  some  future  administration  to 
trample  up<Mi  'the  constitution  by  tho. 
power  of  an  army,  whenever  they  shaU 
find  they  cannot  trample  upon  it  by  the 
power  of  bribery  and  corruption. 

Besides,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  think  thai 
what  is  now  proposed  is  legal :  I  do  not 
really  think  tnat  any  thing  can  be  lesally 
done  in  pursuance  of-  it,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to ;  for  it  is  certain  that  no  forces 
can  be  raised  or  kept  up  in  this  nation  in 
time  of  peace,  but  by  consent  of  parlia* 
ment;  and  the  ooly  proper  way  of  obtain- 
ing that  consent  alwa3rs  was  supposed  to 
be  by  act  <rf  parliament  We  have  already, 
my  lords,  passed  the  mutiny  bill ;  and  if 
any  new  forces  should  be  raised  in  pur- 
suance of  this  resolution,  I  do  not  know  if 
they  could  be  comprehended  under  that 
law ;  for  as  a  certain  number  is  thereby 
limited,  if  any  more  should  be  raised,  I 
doubt  much  if  they  could,  without  a  new 
act  of  parliament,  be  subjected  to  the 
martial  law. 

I  have  said,  my  lords,  that  the  proposi- 
tion now  before  us,  is  a  most  imprece- 
dented  method  of  providing  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation :  It  is  so ;  it  is  a  me- 
thod which  was  never  before  practised.  In 
all  former  times^  when  this  nation,  has 
been  threatened  with  any  great  and  immi- 
nent danger,  which  made  it  necessary 
that  some  extraordinary  steps  should  bs 
taken,  if  it  happened  in  tinSe  of  parliament, 
the  king  always  came  or  sent  to  parlia- 
ment, and  not  only  told  us  we  were  in 
danger,  but  how  we  were  in  danger,  that 
from  thence  we  mi^ht  judge  whether  the 
danger  was  so  imminent  as  to  make  some 
extraordinary  steps  necessary ;  and  when 
it  was  judgea  so,  proper  measures  have  al- 
ways thereupon  been  immediately  con- 
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certed  for  obviating  that  danger ;  bat  now 
it  seems,  my  lords,  we  are  to  agree  to  a 
most  extraoMxlinary  measure,  without  anj 
reason  assigned,  without  so  much  as  a  pre- 
tence that  we  are  in  any  imminent  danger ; 
Tsayf  we  are  even  told  that  we  are  not  in 
toij  imminent  danger ;  we  are  told  that  we 
are  not  at  present  in  dancer  of  any  insults 
or  invasioBS  from  abroad,  and  I  am  sure 
we  are  not  in  danger  of  any  insurrections 
at  home,  unlass  they  should  be  occaaoned 
by  our  agreeing  to  this  proposition :  there- 
fore, my  lords,  as  no  reason  has  been  as* 
sigrod,  as  I  see  no  reason  for  our  coming 
into  any  extraordinary  measure  at  present, 
I  cannot  but  be  against  the  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  spoke  next : 

My  Lords ;  I  have  considered  the  mo- 
tion now  before  us  with  all  possible  atten- 
tion, and  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any 
thing  in  it,  or  in  the  motion  the  noble  duke 
has  been  pleased  to  make  us,  so  very  ex- 
traordinary or  unprecedented  as  the  noble 
lord  has  been  pleased  to  represent.  It  is 
ceMain  that  such  messages  nave  been  se- 
veral times  sent  to  paniament,  and  it  is 
likewise  certain  that  such  returns  have  al- 
ways been  made  to  them  as  the  noble  duke 
has  now  been  pleased  to  move  for,  upon 
occasion  of  the  present  message.  It  is 
true,  that  such  messa^s  have  never  been 
sent  but  upon  extraordmary  occasions,  and 
the  reasons  for  sending  them  have  alwajrs 
been  communicated  to  parliament ;  and  is 
not  this  the  very  case  at  present  I  what 
mcnre  extraordinarv  occasion  can  be  sup- 
posed ?  die  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  ad- 
mits, that  the  hberties  of  Europe  are 
deeply  concerned  in  the  fate  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  and  may  be  swallowed  up  by 
the  event ;  and  can  we  imagine  that  the 
liberties  of  this  nation  are  secure,  ^en  the 
liberties  of  Europe  are  in  dimmer  ? 

It  must  therefore  be  allowed,  m^  Lords, 
that  die  occasion  of  this  message  is  of  the 
otmo^  consequence ;  and  the  reasons  for 
oar  being  necessarily  obliged  to  come  to 
some  immediate  resolution,  are  not  only  in 
diemselves  iqpparent,  but  are  likewise  fully 
expressed  in  his  Majesty's  message.  The 
fortune  of  war  we  aU  know  to  be  extreme- 
ly precarious,  and  the  changes  that  hap- 
pen are  oflen  as  vuddoi  as  they  are  un- 
looked  for :  some  of  these  may  lay  his 
Majestv  ubder  an  indispensable  necessity 
of  sending  iomiediflte  assistance  to  the  un- 
fortanale  side,  in  it^dch  case  we  may  de- 
pend ml  M^  that  some  de^tvee  attenmts. 
inUbe  tside  upeii  thisflatioi^t^  die  #taer 


side  now  engaged  in  die  war  t  our  iMdigh* 
hours  have  now  great  armies  in  tbe  field, 
and  some  of  them  lunre  powerful  fleets 
ready  to  put  to  sea:  diey  are  alieady  pre^ 
pared  to  execute  any  attefnpt,  and  wheft 
mey  are  in  such  circumstances,  we  UAy 
depend  on  it,  that  the  resolutioii,  as  soM 
as  taken,  will  be  carried  into  execudotu 
We  all  know,  that  this  parliament  miBt 
be  soon  dissolved,  and  after  ft  is  dissolved^ 
maay  weeks  must  intervene  before  a  new 
parliament  can  assemble.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  Majesty  may  be  obliged  to  de- 
clare himself,  and  upon  that,  some  at- 
tempts may  be  made,  which  may  be  of  the 
most  dangerous  conse<pence  to  the  safety 
of  this  nadon,  before  his  Majesty  can  have 
the  advice  and  asssistance  of  a  new  parlia- 
ment, which  makes  it  absolutely  necessarr 
for  us,  before  we  now  separate,  to  give  his 
Majesty  a  power  to  provide  against  the 
worst. 

I  will  agree  with  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last,  that  all  messages  from  the  king^ 
as  well  as  speeches  from  the  throne,  w^i^i 
they  come  to  be  considered  in  this  House, 
are  to  be  looked  on  as  coming  from  the 
ministers ;  therefore  we  may,  with  all  ima- 
ginable freedom  consider  them,  and  what- 
ever may  be  said  upon  that  occasion,  is 
always  to  be  presumed  to  relate  only  to 
the  ministers,  and  not  to  the  crown ;  for 
which  reason,  our  duty  and  respect  to  his 
Majesty,  is  never  upon  such  occasions  to 
be  brought  any  way  into  the  question. 
But  as  to  the  message  now  before  us,  m^ 
lords,  it  is  so  far  frOm  being  an  extraordi- 
nary one,  that  I  must  look  upon  it  rather 
as  a  piece  of  condescension  in  the  crown ; 
for  it  is  certain,  that  upon  any  sudden 
emergency,  his  Majesty  has  a  power,  which 
always  has  been,  and  always  must  be  vested 
in  the  crown,  to  provide  mr  the  security  of 
his  crown  and  kingdoms,  by  raising  forces 
either  for  land  or  sea  service,  and  borrow- 
ing or  applying  money  for  that  purpose, 
even  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of 
parliament ;  and  whatever  the  King  may 
upon  such  occasions  be  obliged  to  oo,  wiO 
always  be  iqpproved  of,  and  pi'ovided  for 
by  parliament,  as  soon  as  they  meet,  in 
case  nothing  has  been  done,  nor  any  ex- 
pences  incurred,  but  what  shall  sqppear  to 
be  necessary ;  ^is  is  the  power  his  Ma- 

iesty  has  l^  our  consdtudon,  and  dib  is  all 
le  asks  for  by  die  present  message :  he 
asks  only  for  a  power  to  make  su<^  rardier 
aagmentadon  cf  his  foi^ces,  either  by  sea 
or  land,  as  maybe  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  boiM>uritfiddi^eiice  of  Ins  kiBgdotns. 
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ThiSy  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  is  aj 
modest  a  demand,  as  ever  was  sent  to  par- 
liament :  it  shews  how  cautious  his  Ma^ 
jesty  is  of  putting  his  people  to  any  ex- 
traordinaiy  exp&nce ;  considering  the  pre- 
sent posture  of  the  afibirs  of  Europe,  I 
bdieve  this  House  would  have  thought  it 
but  reasonable,  if  his  Majesty,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session,  had  asked  for  a 
much  greater  augmentation  of  his  forces 
both  by  sea  and  land,  than  he  did  at  that 
time:  nay,  if  his  Majesty  had  now  asked 
for  an  immediate  augmentation  instead  of 
asking  only  for  a  power  to  make  it,  in  case 
It  shsdl  hereafler  appear  to  be  al^solutely 
necessary,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  ^our  lord- 
ships woijdd  have  complied  with  it ;  but 
his  Majesty,  desirous  not  to  put  his  peo- 
ple to  any  expence,  or  at  least  to  delay  it 
as  lon^as  he  can,  pud  yet  solicitous  about 
the  quiet  and  safety  of  his  people,  desires 
only  the  latter;  and  that  power  he  ap- 
plies for  to  Parliament,  though  he  knows 
It  to  be  vested  in  him  without  any  such 
i^lieation.  This  is  the  light  which  the 
present  message  oughtto  be  considered  in, 
and  therefore  whether  we  should  grant 
such*  a  power  as  is  now  asked  for,  cannot,  I 
think,  be  properly  made  a  question. 

Indeed,  if  the  ministers^  should  make  a 
bad  use  of  the  power  now  proposed  to  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  if  they  should  aug- 
mentt  the  forces,  eitner  by  sea  or  land, 
widiont  any  necessity  for  so  doing ;  if  they 
should  put  the  nation  to  any  greater  ex- 
pence,  tnan  what  shall  appear  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  there  would  then  be 
some  ground  for  a  question ;  but  in  such 
m  case,  can  the  present  Message,  or  the 
Addressproposea  in  answer  to  th^  Message 
be  of  any  weight  on  either  side  of  that 
question  f  Can  the  ministers  plead  in  their 
justification,  that  they  had  a  power  from 
parliament  to  do  so  r  It  is  certain  they 
cannot:  They  must  answer  for  what  they 
have  done  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  no 
such  Address  had  ever  been  proposed. 
For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  no  mi- 
nister, I  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be  a  mi- 
nister, but  on  all  such  occasions  as  the  pre- 
sent, I  must  think  they  have  a  most  dan- 
gerous task.  The  danger  of  not  providing 
m  tkne  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the 
nation,  and  the  danger  of  runninff  the  na- 
tion into  expences  which  may  mereafler 
be  thought  unnecessary,  are  two  opposite 
rocks,  which  even  the  wisest  mmisters 
ori^ht  to  be  afraid  of;  Ttiey  will  find  it 
difficult  for  them  tosteer  themiddle course^ 
so  as  to  avoid  both  the  extremes :  And 
[T0L.1X.] 


we  must  conclude  it  to  be  the  more  diffi-' 
cult,  when  we  consider,  that  to  the  bulk  of 
mankind  dangers  seem  hu^e  in  their  ap- 
proach, but  diminish  vastty  in  their  re- 
treat. 

I  am  persuaded  none  of  your  lordships 
are  afraid,  I  cannot  indeed  see  the  least 
reason  why  any  man  should  at  present  en-, 
tertain  any  fears  about  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  ground  for 
such  ^ears.  If  any  incroachments  had 
been  lately  made  by  the  crown,  or  by  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  upon  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  we  would  have 
reason,  my  lords,  to  be  jealous  of  every 
proposition  that  came  from  that  quarter; 
out  there  has  been  no  such  attempt  lately 
made ;  and  I  believe  there  never  was  a  time, 
when  private  men  enjoyed  their  property 
with  more  ease  and  security ;  thererorel 
can  see  no  reason  for  us  to  take  the  alarm ; 
and  the  present  Message  is  so  far  from  af-  • 
fording  any  foundation  for  an  alarm,  that 
I  must  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  greatest 

gieces  of  condescension  that  was  ever  made 
yany  king  to  his  parliament.  As  for 
the  clamours  that  may  have  been  lately 
raised  against  the  ministers  of  state,  if  ever 
there  were  any  such,  they  ought  to  be  des- 
pised, because  they  were  without  any  just 
cause,  and  were  veiy  far  from  being  ge- 
neral. There  have  beea  some  clamours 
against  all  ministers,  and  against  all  fu- 
ture ministers  we  may  expect  there  will 
be  clamours  raised :  even  in  the  reien  ^f 
queen  Elizabeth ;  in  that  reign  which  has 
been  so  often  applauded  by  those  who  had 
a  mind  to  reflect  upon  the  present,  there 
were  clamours  among  some  sorts  of  peo- 
ple during  her  whde  reign :  even  that 
great  minister  Burleigh,  who  with  so  great 
wisdom  and  moderation,  and  for  so  many 
years,  during  her  reign,  managed  the  pub* 
Uc  amurs  of  this  nation,  could  not  escape : 
nay,  there  were  not  only  clamours  and  dis- 
contents in  that  queen's  reign,  but  there 
were  many  plots  too,  and  even  some  re- 
bellions raised  against  her;  therefore  we 
are  not  immediately  to  conclude,  that  mi- 
nisters are  gtiilty,  because  there  have  been 
some  little  clamours  and  calumnies  raised 
against  them. 

It  is  true,  my  lords,  we  have  already 
passed  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  in  that  Bill  I 
must  likewise  grant  that  a  certain  number 
of  land  forces  is  mentioned ;  but  in  my 
opinion,  the  Mutiny  Bill  always  did,  and 
now  does  extend,  not  only  to  Uie  number 
of  forces  therein  mentioned,  but  to  all  the 
land  forces  that  sboujd  be  raised  within 
[2M] 
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that  vear:  however,  I  4111  no  lawyer, 
tboti^  I  am  in  the  neighhourhood  of  a 
very  good  one»  to  whom  I  shall  leave  the 
determinatian  of  this  poiat^  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  so  good  as  to  rise  up  and  give  the 
House  his  pinion  upon  it. 

The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

My  Lords ;  notwithstanding  what  the 
noUe  duke  who  spoke  last  has  been  pleased 
i^  say  in  favour  of  the  Message  now  under 
our  consideration,  it  still  appears  to  n:^  to 
be  the  most  extraordinarv  that  w^s  ever 
•entto  this  House.  I  believe  no  man  will 
doubt  of  m^  affection  to  his  Majestjr^  or 
nf  my  readmess  to  agree  to  every  tmng  I 
think  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support 
of  his  crown  and  dignity ;  bui,as  all  such 
messaffes  are  presumed  to  be  jframed  by 
the  advice,  and  upon  the  suggestion  of 
those  in  the  administration,  tl^refore  I, 
and  every  other  Lord  of  this  House,  not 
only  have  a  ri^ht,  but  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  examme  them  narrowly;  and 
£rom  thence  if  it  impears  that  what  is  de- 
manded by  such  a  Message  is  not  at  all  ne- 
eeisanr  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty,  or 
the  safety  of  the  nation,  though  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  support  of  ministerial 
idiemes,  and  perhaps  fbr  the  safety  of 
ministerud  pemonages,  we  arebothindutv 
and  h<mour  Obliged  not  to  comply  with 
audiad^nand,  especially  if  it  i^peiars  to  be 
iBcmisistent  with  the  constj^tion,  or  con- 
trary to  the  usualform  of  proceeding  in  par- 
liament; which  is  plainly  the  case  withres- 
pect  to  thedemananow  made  upon  us ;  for 
kmufit  certainly  be  allpwed  to  oe contrary 
to  the  usual  form  of  (Mweeding  in  Parlia^ 
ment7  and  as  it  vests  an  absolute  power  in 
the  crown,  for  as  limgatimeas  the  crown, 
or  rather  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  maj 
please  to  continue  it,r  I  cannot  think  it 
consistent  with  the  constitution  of  oar  go- 
vernment ;  I  must  think  it  the  most  ex- 
tramdinary  demand  that  was  ever  made 
ipon  any  rarliament  in  this  kingdom ;  and 
it  is  the  more  extraordinary  that  it  comes 
now  at  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  a  long 
Parliament :  it  really  appears  to  me  in  the 
same  light,  as  if  an  iqppli<^i^  should  be 
made  to  a  man  on  his  &ath-hed,  a  man  in 
his  last  moments,  to  bequeath  all  he  has  in 
the  world  to  those  who  are  utter  Grangers 
to  him;  nay,  to  those  who  have  been  ge- 
nerally rqputed  his  ^eatest  enemies. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  duke  that 
auch  messages  have  been  freauent:  It  is 
aertain  th^  were  Bfvar  heara  of  till  of 
B 


late  years;  I.doubt  if  such  an  unlimited 
power  was  ever  before  asked  for ;  I  am 
sure  such  a  power  was  never  asked  for  but 
when  the  nation  was  in  imminent  as  well 
as  great  danger;  for  to  tell  us  that  the  li- 
berties of  Europe  may  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  present  war,  and  that  therefore  this 
nation  is  in  great  dancer,  is  no  excuse  for 
our  breaking  through  all  the  forms  and 
methods  of  proceedmg  in  parliament,  by 
agreeing  to  the  extraordinary  step  now 
proposed.  I  cannot  think  that  the  Imertiea 
of  Europe  are  in  so  great  dai^r  of  being 
swaUow^  up  in  the  event  of  the  present 
war  as  some  people  seem  willing  we  should, 
believe  ;  but  granting  they  were,  it  is  but 
a  consequential  danger  to  this  nation ;  and 
to  excuse  such  an  extraordinary  step  the 
danser  ought  not  only  to  be  great,  but  it 
ought  to  be  imminent;  I  do  not  think  that 
any  thing  oucht  to  force  us  to  make  sucb 
a  step,  but  when  we  are  in  immediate  dan^ 
ger  of  apowerAil  invasion  from  abroad,  or 
of  a  very  terrible  insurrecti<m  at  home^ 
With  respect  to  all  other  dans^rs,  we  may 
deliberately  provide  against  them,  accord* 
ing  to  the  umial  methods  of  proceeding  in 
puliament;  and  if  precedents  should  b« 
searched  into»  I  believe  it  will  iqfipear,  that 
no  such  message  as  the  present  was  ever 
sent  to  parliament,  but  when  we  bad 
good  reason  to  apprehend  one  of  the 
two  immediate  dan^rs  I  have  mentioned. 
Now,  my  L<Mrds,  m  the  present  case  it  b 
not  so  mudi  as  pretended  that  we  are  in  . 
any  imminent  danger ;  on  the  contrary  we 
are  told,  that  no  material  alteration  haa 
happened  since  the  beginning  of  the  sessi<m ; 
therefore  if  we  are  now  in  any  imminent 
dan^jer,  we  were  in  the  same  state  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session ;  and  if  we  were  ao 
at  that  time,  why  were  we  not  then  made 
acquainted  with  It?  If  we  had  then  been 
nmde  acquainted  with  it,  we  might,  long 
before  now,  Jiave  taken  the  drcumstancea 
of  the  nation  into  our  consideration,  and 
might  have  sufficiently  provided  against 
the  greatest  danger  that  can  be  supposed 
in  a  regular  parliamentary  way.  But  sup* 
pose,  my  Lords,  some  considerable  altam* 
tions  have  happened  dnce  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  which  this  House  cannot,! 
think,  (vetend  either  to  affirm  or  denv^ 
because  we  have  been  kept  in  utter  dark- 
ness  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  our 
foreign  affiurs ;  suppose  some  new  dangeia 
are  now  to  be  apprehoided,  whidi  could 
not  be  thou^t  of  or  fbreaeen  at  the  be-i 
ginmnff  of  the  aesnoa,  what  necessity  U 
«^e  mr  providing  againat  them  in  a  man- 
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"Ber  SO  inconsisteDt  widt  oarcoutitiitkm? 
Afe  thqr  so  imminerit  that  we  have  reason 
to  amrehend  their  coming  upon  us  in  a 
few  oays?  It  is  impossible  to  suppose 
my  sudi ;  and  if  no  such  dangers  can  be 
supposed,  what  reason  have  we  to  break 
through  all  the  forms  of  parliament?  Is 
there  any  necessity  for  putting  an  imme- 
^diate  end  to  the  present  session  of  parlia- 
tnent?  No,  my  Lords,  by  the  Septennial 
Law  this  parliament  may  continue  sitting 
tiO  the  month  of  September  or  October 
iwKt;  before  that  time  the  dangers  we  are 
now  threatened  with  may  blow  over^  or  if 
Aey  diouid  aroroaeh  nearer,  we  may  pro- 
Tide  against  them  in  that  manner,  and  ac- 
cording to  those  forms  whidi  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  has  contrived  for  the  pre- 
aertration  of  our  liberties. 

We  are  tdd  our  neighbours  are  at  war, 
they  hare  great  armies  in  the  field,  and 
powerful  fl^ts  ready  to  put  to  sea.  What 
is  all  this,  my  Lords,  to  us?  Does  not  this 
add  to  the  security  of  this  nation,  instead 
of  sid>jecting  us  to  anv  danger  ?  If  we  are 
no  way  engsged  in  .tne  war  (^nd  we  are 
told  we  are  not)  if  we  have  done  nothing 
to  giveany  just  alarm,  is  it  to  be  supposed 
tiiat  any  <me  of  the  powers  upon  tne  con- 
tbent,  while  it  is  engaged  in  a  dangerous 
and  heavy  war  with  another  power,  will 
do  any  tmng,  or  attempt  any  thin^  that 
nif^  in  the  least  tend  to  draw  the  nnme- 
diate  vengeance  of  this  nation  upon  its 
head.  Is  it  possible  to  imagine  any  nation 
tipon  earth  so  weak,  or  rawer  so  mad  in 
thrir  pdidcs?  I  have  not,  it  is  true,  the 
iHMiour  to  have  been  made  acquainted  with 
tiie  several  enjragen^nts  we  may  be  under 
Ht  present  to  K»reign  powers;  but  if  I  can 
Juikre  from  such  of  them  as  have  been 
made  public;  if  I  can  draw  any  conclu- 
non  from  the  many  treaties  and  alliances 
lately  made,  I  must  conclude  that  at  pre- 
sent we  are  in  good  terms  with  all  the 
powers  lA  Europe  at  least;  therefore  I 
must  c<ynchide,  we  cannot  be  in  any  danger 
fiom  any  of  them;  and  I  hope  no  danger 
we  may  have  to  fear  from  any  other  quar- 
ter of  the  worid,  can  be  of  weight  enough 
to  prevai  with  this  House  to  agree  to  such 
an  extraordinary  measure* 

I  shaH  grant,  my  Lords,  that  we  might 
perhaps  hftre  ofended  the  Imperial  Court, 
DT  the  treaty  made  at  Hanover  with  the 
much;  but  surely  we  have  made  up  that 
fMreach  by  our  late  Treaty  of  Vienna,  by 
irlttch  we  generoosFjr,  and  without  the  least 
irahuMe  consideration,  became  guarantees 
tfthePlri^^malir^SaDctioik  ^toFhmce, 


we  have  of  late^  years  heaped  so  many 
favoinrs  upon  thitt  nation,  that  I  cannot 
think  they  have  any  reason,  or  indeed  any 
inclination  to  do  us  an  injuiy :  did  not  w» 
by  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  which  was  made 
for  pulling  down  the  overgrown  power  of 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  the  toUowing 
Treaty  of  Seville,  break  that  close  union 
which  had  been  contracted  between  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  MlKlnd,  so  much  to 
the  preiudice  of  the  court  of  France^ 
And  did  we  not  thereby  oblige  Spain  to 
throw  herself  entirely  mto  the  arms  of 
France,  by  which  we  again  united  the  two 
great  branches  of  the  house  of  Bourfoonf 
And  we  imagine  that  France  will  disturb 
us,  whilst  she  is  making  the  best  of  that 
union  whidi  we  were  so  good  as  to  re» 
store  ?  And  as  to  Spain,  my  Lords,  we 
did  perhffiM  disoblige  them  likewise  by  our 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  and  some  other  mea- 
sures whidi  were  the  e&cts  of  ^at  Treaty ; 
but  have  we  not  since  procured  them  the 
ridi  duchies  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Ha- 
centia  for  their  son  Don  Carlos  ?  Did  not 
we,  at  a  great  expence  to  this  nation,  send 
a  powerfol  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  to 
conduct  that  prince  with  the  greater  pomp 
and  ceremony  to  the  dominions  we  had 
procured  for  nim  in  Italy  I  It  is  true,  he 
did  not  make  use  o^  tnat  fleet,  hut  wat 
that  any  fimh  of  ours^  or  can  it  be  said  we 
had  any  selfish  view  m  what  we  did,  since  • 
the  whole  was  transacted  without  an^  sti- 
pulation in  our  own  favour  ?  By  this  we 
opened  a  way  for  the  Spaniards  into  Italy : 
nay,  I  do  not  know  but  that  by  our  ma* 
nagement  we  have  likewise  thrown  the 
kii^  of  £|ardinia  into  the  arms  of  France, 
and  have  thereb^r  opened  a  way  for  the 
French  likewise  into  Italy.  Besides  aH 
these  favours  heaped  upon  our  neighbours^ 
have  not  we,  b^  ttie  most  full  and  explicit 
treaties  and  stipulations,  secured  all  our 
rights  and  possessions  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  ana  in  such  circumstances,  after 
so  many  glorious  treaties,  can  it  be  ima* 
gined  that  we  are  in  danger  of  bang  in- 
vaded or  insulted  by  any  of  our  neighs 
hours. 

This,  my  Lords,  Itake to  bethe  case  as 
to  our  past  management ;  but  it  is  said  the 

E resent  war  may  take  such  a  turn  as  may 
\j  his  M^esty  under  a  necessity  of  sena- 
ing  immediate  assistance  to  the  unfortu- 
nate nde,  in  order  to  prevent  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe  from  being  quite  over* 
turned.  Hiis  is  a  supposition  which  really 
to  me  seems  as  extraordinary  as  the  Me^ 
«age  now  undar  our  consideratioQ.    I  wiB 
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readily  allow  that  the  fate  of  war  is  preca- 
rious, but  I  cannot  easily  admit  that  a 
whole  campaipi,  even  the  most  iinfortu- 
nate  that  can  be  supposed,  can  make  the 
emperor  absolute  master  of  France,  Spain, 
ana  Sardinia,  or  can  make  France  abso- 
lute master  of  the  whole  German  Empire  ; 
^for  we  know  that  France  has  stooa  out 
many  unfortunate  campaigns  against  ^the 
united  powers  of  Germany,  England,  Hol- 
land, Portugal,  and  Sardinia  ;  and  though 
Spain  and  Sardinia  now  make  use  of 
France  to  enlarge  their  dominions  in  Italy, 
yet  if  France  shewed  the  least  inclination 
to  make  a  conquest  of  Germany,  they  would 
turn  their  arms  against  her,  because  they 
must  preserve  Germany,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  own  dominions  in  Italy,  or  in- 
deed in  any  part  of  the  world.  The  cir- 
cumstances 01  Europe  are  now  v^ry  far 
from  being  the  same  they  were  at  tlie  be- 
giiming  of  the  late  war;  the  king  of 
France  was  then  absolute  master  of  Spain, 
and  could  make  that  nation  do  whatever 
he  had  a  mind  ;  but  now  France  must  act 
very  cautiously,  in  order  not  to  give  that 
nation  any  jealousy  of  her  aiming  at  too 
great  an  increase  of  power,  otherwise  the 
Spaniards  may  soon  become  as  deadly 
foes  to  the  French  as  ever  they  were  here- 
tofore. I  must  therefore  thmk,  my  lords, 
that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  not  in  such 
danger  of  being  swallowed  up  in  the  event 
of  the  present  war ;  but  if  they  were,  they 
cannot  be  swallowed  up  so  soon,  even  by  , 
the  most  sudden  and  most  fatal  accident,  j 
but  what  his  Majesty  may  have  time  i 
enough  to  apply  in  a  regukur  manner  to 
his  parliament  for  advice  and  assistance, 
b^ore  he  can  be  under  a  necessity  of  de- 
claring himself  of  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

But,  my  Lords,  we  are  told  that  this 
parliament  must  be  dissolved  ;  and  before 
a  new  one  can  meet,  his  Majesty  may  be 
obliged  to  declare  himself,  or  at  least  tliat 
some  of  the  powers  engaged  in  war  niay 
become  jealous  that  he  is  to  declare  against 
tliem,  and  consequently  may  attempt 
to  invade  this  nation  before  his  Majesty 
can  have  the  assistance  of  a  new  parliament 
to  enable  him  to  provide  against  such  in- 
vasion. 

This  is  an  argument  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
made  use  of,  in  this  House ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded the  noble  lords  who  make  use  of  it, 
do  not  mean  such  a  conclusion  as  seems  na- 
turally to  flow  from  it;  for,  in  my  opinion,  it 
plainly  seems  to  carry  this  insmuation, 
^t  the  granting  of  such  a  power  at  the 


end  of  every  parliament,  will  be  tihmm 
necessary  her^dler.'  If  that  were  real^ 
the  case,  I  should  be  very  apt  to  condude, 
that  the  power  would  then  be  made  use 
of,  not  to  defend  the  nation  against  fcnreigH 
invasions,  but  to  defend  Uie  ministers 
against  the  danger  they  might  have  reason 
to  apprehend  from  an  anti-ministerial  par- 
liament, in  case  the  new  one  ^oidd  appear 
to  be  of  such  a  complexion ;  and  I  am  very 
sure,  that  a  minister  with  such  a  power  in 
his  hands,  and  such  a  partiament  i^;ain8t 
him,  would  never  allow  that  pariiameat  to 
meet. 

We  are  now  told,  as  I  have  already  taken 
notice,  that  our  neighbours  are  de^y  en* 
gag(^  in  war  one  a|^n6t  another,  that 
they  have  great  armies  in  liie  field,  and 
powerful  fleets  ready  to  put  to  sea ;  that 
they  may  conceive  a  jealousy  that  we  are 
to  join  against  them,  and  may  consequantly 
invade  us  before  the  king  can  have  tra 
assistance  of  a  new  parliament  to  enaUe 
him  to  provide  against  that  invasion ;  there- 
fore before  we  draw  our  last  breath,  we 
must,  it  is  said,  for  our  own  safety,  put  an 
absolute  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown, 
to  continue  till  the  ministers  shall  think  fit 
to  convene  the  new  parliaments  At  the 
end  of  the  next  pariiameiit  there  may,  my 
lords,  be  the  same  reason  for panting  the 
same  power,  and  the  reason  will  be  much 
stronger  if  we  are  then  actually  ei^aged 
in  the  war :  but  suppose  there  isjmen  a 
profound  tranquillity  m  Europe,  our  neigh- 
bours very  probably  will  have  veryjaearas 
great  armies  and  as  powerful  fleets  as^ev 
have  now  ;  and  may  we  not  then  be  tola, 
your  neighbours  are  now  no  wayeneaged 
elsewhere,  their  armies  are  quutered  very 
near  the  sea  coast,  their  fleets  may  be  maJe 
ready  to  put  to  sea  in  a  month's  time,  they 
may  conceive  a  jealousy  that  you  are  to 
invade  them,  and  therefore  they  will  «i. 
deavour  to  invade  you;  for  this  reason  it 
is  necessary  for  you  to  put  an  absolute 
power  into  the  hands  of  me  crown  ?  Will 
not  this  argument  be  then  stronger  tium 
the  argument  now  made'  use  -of  ?  It  will, 
my  lords,  in  my  opinion,  be  mudi  stronger; 
we  are  certainly  in  greater  danger  of  being 
suddenly  invaded  by  our  neighbours,  when 
they  have  their  troops  unemployed  ^d 
quartered  upon  their  sea  coasts,  than  when 
all  their  trciiops  are  marched  many  hundred 
miles  from  tneir  sea  coast,  and  employed 
against  another  enemy  ;  and  surely  they 
may  more  suddenly  fit  out  a  fleet  pro^ 
for  that  purpose,  when  none  of  their  slupt 
of  war  are  employed  elseifliere»  than  x^mi 
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L  to  keep  many  of  them  in 
iirary  far  cUitant from  this  iikuad. 
The  dictatorial  power  was,  my  Lords,  a 
pait  of  the  Roman  constitadon,  even  from 
the TefY  banning  of  their  republic;  but 
while  they  preserved  their  virtue,  while 
they  preserved  their  liberty,  this  power 
was  never  granted  but  upon  the  most  im- 
portant, tl^  most  urgent  occasions,  and 
was  never  granted  for  a  longer  term  than 
six  months;  when  the  vktue  and  the  public 
mrit  of  that  once  brave  people  b^;an  to 
dscay,  this  power  was  often  eranted  upon 
trifling  occasions;  it  then  began  to  be 
grantaifor  alongterm,  Mid  soon  after  was 
gianted  for  life :  with  this  last  ffrant  they 
granted  away  all  the  liberties  of  &eir  coun- 
try for  ever:  The  dictator  might  die,  but 
tlie  power  was  handed  down  immediately 
to  another ;  the  tyranny  became  perpe- 
tual. The  power  now  asked  for  is  in  some 
measure  a  dictatorial  power;  it  has  but  of 
iate  years  crept  into  our  constitution :  it 
was  never  yet  granted  but  upon  the  most 
urgent  occasions :  but  if  we  once  begin  to 
grant  it  for  a  time  indefinite,  and  upon 
such  suppositi<ms  and  may-he's  I  can  ea- 
sily fbr^ee  what  will  be:  tt  will  at  last,  nay, 
it  will  soon  be  either  granted  or  takoi  for 
life,  and  then  adieu  for  ever  to  the  liberties 
of  Great-Britain* 

I  will  allow,  that  by  our  constitution  our 
kings  have  alwap  had,  during  the  interval 
of  parliament,  a  sort  of  dictatorial  power,  a 
power  to  take  care  that  the  common-w^th 
may  be  no  way  injured ;  and  therefore  in 
case  of  any  sudden  and  unexpected 
danger,  the  Aong  may  raise  forces,  or  may 
fit  out  a  fleet,  for  preventmg  that  dan^r  ; 
and  where  the  danger  is  apparent,  it  is 
certain  the  KLing' never  did,  nor  ever  will 
want  money  as  long  as  there  is  any  in  the 
nation ;  for  upon  such  an  occasion  no  man 
will  refuse  to  lend  his  money  to  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  the  parliament  will  certain- 
1;^  approve  of  what  has  been  done,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  re-payment  of  what  has  been 
borrowed,  provided  it  be  made  appear  to 
them  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  putting 
the  nation  to  that  expence ;  but  the  asking 
f<r  such  a  power  before  hand,  looks  as  if 
something  were  intended  which  could  not 
wMl  be  approved  of:  It  looks  as  if  the  na- 
tion were  to  be  put  to  an  additional  ex- 
pence without  any  apparent  reason  for  so 
doing ;  and  as  if  tliis  anticipated  credit 
were  asked  for  from  parliament,  in  order 
to  encourage  people  to  lend  their  money 
to  the  public,  tnou^h  they  see  no  necessity 
for  any  audi  pubfo  expence.    No  man 


will  refbse  to  let  an  infiemt  of  a  good  estate 
have  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  his 
subsistence ;  for  this  he  has  no  great  oc* 
casion  for  any  letter  of  credit  &om  his 
guardians ;  but  if  his  guardians  should  be 
such  fools,  or  rather  such  unfaithful  guar- 
dians, as  to  give  him  an  unlimited  letter  of 
credit  for  borrowing  whatever  he  himself 
mi^t  think  necessary  for  his  subsistence, 
it  would  certainly  tend  to  throw  hini  into 
extravagance,  and  mi^ht  make  him  a  prey 
for  usurers  and  extortioners. 

I  am  very  well  convinced,  my  lords,  that 
the  safety  (n  the  people  will  not  be  any  way 
better  secured  by  the  resolution  now  pro- 
posed ;  but  I  am  very  far  from  thinxing 
that  the  power  of  the  crown  will  be  no  way 
enlarged;  if  it  were  really  thought  so,  I 
am  sure  no  minister  would  ever  give  hun^ 
self  the  trouble  of  persuading  the  King  to 
send  sudi  a  message  to  parliament ;  but 
suppose  I  were  convinced  that  no  addi- 
tional power  is  by  this  proposition  to  be 
^[ranted  to  the  Kmg ;  that  very  considera- 
tion would  with  me  be  a  most  prevailing 
argument  for  bein^  against  it ;  for  it  must 
be  allowed  that  mat  is  now  prop(»ed  is 
something  very  extraordinary,and  contrary 
tp  all  those  forms  and  methods  of  proceed* 
ing  in  parliament,  which  long  eiqperience 
has  taught  us  to  be  necessary  for  the  pie- 
servadon  of  our  liberties ;  why  then  diould 
we  make  so  great  an  incroachment  upon 
our  constitution,  if  neither  the  safety  of  the 
people,  nor  the  security  of  the  crown  be 
thereby  any  vrny  improved  ?  this  reason,  I 
say,  my  lords,  if  there  were  none  other, 
woiild  prevail  with  me  to  be  against  agree- 
ing to  the  proposition  now  before  us ;  but 
as  I  think  it  of  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
as  I  think  that  a  power  is  thereby  to  be 
granted  to  the  crown,  which  ought  never 
to  be  granted  but  in  cases  of  the  utmost, 
the  most  imminent  danger,  therefore  ( 
shall  most  heartily  give  my  negative  to  it. 

Lord  Hardxvicke  spoke  next : 

My  Lords;  I  think  it  is  now  admitted  by 
both  sides,  that  during  the  interval  of  par- 
liament his  Majesty  has  by  law,  and  with- 
out any  previous  authority  from  parlia- 
ment, a  power  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
the  kingdom,  ana  consequently  he  must 
have  a  power  of  doing  whatever  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary  for  that  end;  there- 
fore I  hope  it  will  be  no  longer  insisted  on, 
that  there  is  any  thing  very  extraordinary 
either  in  the  Message  now  under  our  consi- 
deration, or  in  the  i>ropositioa  that  has  been 
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BMMte  to  08  in  consequence  of  it    HisMa- 

£ty  only  asks  for  a  preriotis  authority  for 
ing  what  he  certainly  m^ht  do  wtthoiit 
any  such  authority;  and  we  by  theaddresi 
MXNMised  to  U8,  only  promise  to  support  his 
Majesty  in  what  sKaU  i^pear  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  nation,  and  for 
die  support  of  his  crown  and  dimity.  If 
the  nation  should  be  unnecessanly  put  to 
expence,  if  any  extraordinary  measures 
diould  be  pursued,  without  a  necessity  for 
80  doing,  tne  ministers  will  be  answerable 
for  it,  and  may  be  punished  in  Ihe  same 
manner  as  if  no  such  address  had  ever  been 
proposed;  and  as  there  is  no  extraordinary 
power  asked  for,  or  proposed  to  be  granted, 
the  method  of  doing  it  cannot  be  of  any 
weight  in  the  debate,  nor  can  it  be  attend- 
ed with  any  ill  consequence. 

As  to  the  giving  his  Majesty  a  power  by 
an  address  or  a  vote,  to  raise  land  forces, 
there  is  certainly  nothing  illegal  in  it ;  for 
though  the  Kin|;  cannot  by  law  raise  or 
Iceep  up  a  standmg  army  in  this  nation  in 
time  of  peace  without  consent  of  parlia- 
ment ;  yet,  my  lords,  I  know  of  no  law 
that  directs  how  that  consent  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  it  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  had  by 
a  TOte  or  an  address  from  each  House  of 
FsrUamenl,  as  well  as  by  an  act  regularly 
passed  in  parliament.  And  as  to. the  mu- 
tiny-bill which  we  have  already  passed,  it 
is  the  same  with  former  bills  or  the  like 
nature,  though  there  be  a  particular  num- 
ber of  land-forces  mentioned  in  the  pream- 
ble ;  yet  the  miacting  part  is  general,  and 
comprehends  all  the  regular  forces  that 
then  were  on  foot,  or  that  shall  be  raised 
in  this  kingdom  during  the  continuance  of 
that  act. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  there  is  nothing 
!Bc^  or  extraordinary  in  the  message,  or 
in  the  proposition  now  under  our  considera* 
tion ;  as  nrom  the  present  known  drcum- 
itances  of  Europe  some  accidents  may  hap- 
pen that  may  put  this  nation  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  making  a  fiirther  provision  for 
self-defence ;  and  as  those  accidents  may 
611  out  so  suddenly  and  so  unexpectedly, 
that  there  may  not  be  a  possibility  for  his 
Majesty  to  mive  time  to  take  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  a  new  Parliament,  I  can- 
not but  be  for  agreeing  to  the  proposition 
now  made  to  us. 

Lord  Bathunt  q>oke  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  I  have  a  yery  great  regard 
for  the  opinion  of  the  noble  rord  who  spoke 
last,  espechdly  in  so  &r  as  relates  to  the 
laws  and  the  conitittttaoa  of  thb  kingdora ; 


and  d^refore  I  am  the  more  sorpriied  t* 
hear  hon  declare,  that  he  knows  of  no  law 
which  determines  and  durecta  the  mediod 
by  which  his  Majesty  is  to  hove  the  con- 
sent of  his  Parliament^  I  will  not  pretend 
to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  or 
the  statutes  of  this  realm  as  that  learned 
lord ;  but  I  am  sure  there  is  a  law  which 
determines  the  method  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty is  to  have  the  consent  of  his  Parii»- 
ment,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  raising 
andkeqping  up  a  standing-army  in  time  dt 
peace,  as  unth  respect  to  every  other  case 
where  the  consent  of  Parliament  is  neces- 
sary by  oar  constitution:  I  mean,  my 
Lords,  the  Lex  et  Comuehtdo  PatOo' 
TnefOi,  which  I  look  upon  to  be  as  much  a 
part  of  the  laws  of  England  as  any  otiier 


part  of  the  common  law,  nay,  as  any  s 
tute  expressly  enacted  by  King,  Lorda 
and  Commons.  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  there 
is  not,  I  believe,  any  express  statute  for 
directing  tiie  method  of  obtainbg  the  con- 
sent in  question  ;  but  tha*e  is  never  an  ex- 
press statute  made  in  any  case,  but  where 
the  common  law  is  either  doi^tful  or  de» 
ficient;  and  as  this  part  of  the  common 
law,  as  this  custom  of  Parliam*ent  was  nevey 
before  called  in  question,  it  was  never 
thought  necessary  to.ttiake  any  expresy 
statute  for  regulating  the  method  of  obtain* 
ing  the  consent  of  nrliament ;  but  in  this 
age  we  seem  inclined  to  call  in  question 
every  custom  and  every  maxim  established 
by  our  ancestors,  espedafiy  when  it  inter- 
fores  with  any  fovourite  pomt  oiir  m&iisteiB 
have  in  view. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  aBowed, 
that  no  tax  can  be  imposed  or  levied  upon 
the  people  but  by  consent  of  Pkuiiament : 
This,  I  nope,  will  be  allowed  to  be  one  of 
the  fundamental  maxims  of  our  constitu- 
tion, and  the  mettiing  of  this  mtfzim  I 
always  took  to  be,  that  no  tax  could  be 
raised  but  by  act  of  Parliament;  but  as 
there  is  no  express  statute  for  r^gulatinf 
the  metiiod  oi  obtaining  the  consent  <» 
Parliament  in  this  particular,  I  do  not 
kAow  but  it  may  now  be  said,  that  taxea 
may  be  impose^  or  the  King  may  b# 
enabled  to  impose  a  tax  by  a  vote,  of  by 
an  address  from  both  Houses  of  Ptolia^ 
ment;  I  am  sure  it  may  be  said,  that  thk 
method  of  obtaining  the  Consent  of  Psriia- 
ment  is  as  sijdBicient  for  the  raising  of  money 
asit  is  for  the  raising  of  an  army:  indecSi 
if  we  ogree  to  the  proposition  now  before 
us,  it  vnil  seem  to  insmuate  as  much ;  fyr 
tiiough  we  do  not  therel^  expressly  im« 
power  Us  Iibjesty  to  nopose  a  tax,  ytft  w« 
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tie  to  impower  him  to  borrow  monejy.for 
the  re-payment  of  which  some  tax  or  ano- 
ther must  be  imposed  next  session  of  Par* 
liament;  and  loo  not  know  but  the  gradao 
tioD  will  be  found  more  easy  than  some 
pe<yle  at  present  seem  to  apprehend ;  for 
us  to  proceed  from  impowenng  the  crown, 
by  way  of  a  vote  or  an  address  to  raise 
money  by  a  loan,  to  that  of  impowering 
thfe  crown  by  way  of  a  vote  or  address,  to 
raise  money  by  any  tax  the  crown  diall 
think  fit  to  mmose. 

As  to  the  Mutiny-Bill,  my  Lords,  I  real- 
ly did  not  take  particular  notice  of  the  Bill 
last  passed  in  this  House:  that  Bill  is  now 
become  so  much  a  Bill  of  course,  that  I 
never  once  doubted  its  being  in  ^  same 
words  with  other  Bills  of  that  nature  for- 


merly passed  in  Parliament,  and  therefore    is  not  a  man  in  the  kmgdom  but  may  be 


I  did  not  read  it  with  that  attention  which 
I  ought  to  have  done;  but  I  am  sure  that 
in  some  former  Bills  of  thesame  nature^  the 
number  offerees  to  be  kept  up  was  men- 
tioned to  be  so  many,  and  no  more :  whe- 
ther the  words  <  no  more*  be  in  the  last  Bill 
I  cannot  determine;  but  grant thev are 
not,  I  am  persuaded  some  lord  oS  this 
House,  or  some  member  of  the  other  would 
have  taken  notice  of  their  having  been  left 
out,  if  it  had  not  been  thought  that  they 
must  necessarily  be  understood :  and  I 
think  every  man  has  good  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that  no  greater  number  of  the  suo- 
jects  of  England  can  be  subjected  to  the 
martial-law  than  the  number  mentioned  in 
that  Bill,  whether  the  words  *  no  more'  be 
added  or  not.  It  is  certain  thatnojpart  of 
the  common  law,  much  less  Magna  Charta, 
or  anv  other  express  statute,  can  be  re- 
pealed but  by  act  of  Parliament :  I  hope 
tt  will  not  be  said  that  any  (me  of  the  stand- 
ing laws  of  England  can  be  ra)ealed  by  a 
vote  or  an  address  from  botn  Houses  of 
Parliament,  though  I  do  not  know  indeed 
but  even  this  doctrine  may  hereafter  be 
]nBiale4  on  as  a  natural  conaequence  of  the 
doctrine  this  day  advanced  in  this  House. 
However,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  diall  not 
this  day  advance  so  far  in  our  new  im- 
prcyfements :  and  therefore  it  must  be  al- 
lowed, that  no  private  man  canbestriptof 
Aoee  liberties  and  privileges  which  he  en- 
joys by  Magna  Charta,  and  many  other 
statutes,  without  a  new  law  made  for  that 
purpose ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  granted, 
that  whatever  general  words  are  in  any 
statole,  which  are  or  may  seem  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  are  al- 
ways to  be  taken  in  the  qiost  confined 
they  cannot  be  so  much  as  ex- 


plained, much  less  extended,  by  a  vote,  or 
Dy  an  address  of  either  or  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  It  will  likewise,  I  hope,  be 
granted,  that  all  those  ^ho  are  by  the 
Mutiny-Bill  subjected  to  the  martial-law^ 
are  th^rdby  str^t  of  a  great  many  of  those 
liberties  and  privileges  which  they  are  in^ 
titled  to  as  subjects  of  England;  and  there- 
fore if  there  are  any  eeneral  words  in  that 
BiU,  for  subiecting  all  those  to  the  martial- 
law  who  shall  thereafter  inlist  in  his  Ma- 
jes^s  service.;  these  general  words  must 
re&r  to  the  particular  number  of  men  men* 
ticmed  in  the  Bill,  and  when  that  number 
is  complete,  no  man  that  lists  thereafter 
can  be  subjected  to  the  martial-law  either 
by  a  vote  or  an  address;  there  must  be  a 
new  Bill  for  that  purpose,  otherwise  there 


stript  of  most  <^  the  vahiable  privileges  he 
enjoys  as  a  subject  erf  Endano,  by  a  single 
vote  in  Parliament;  for  if  we  can  by  a  vote 
or  an  address,  impower  his  Majes^  to  raise 
as  many  land  forces  as  he  pleases,  and  sub* 
ject  all  the  forces  so  rused  to  the  military* 
law,  we  certainly  can,  by  thesame  method 
impower  the  crown  to  impress  men  into 
the  service;  and  if  such  a  vote^shouldbe 
passed,  wHiit  man  in  the  nation  could  say 
he  hadan  hour's  certain^  of  enjo3ing  those 
liberties  and  privileges  he  is  intitled  to  as 
a  subject  of  Enjriand. 

My  Lords;  Till  this  day  it  has  alwavs 
been  hdd  for  an  undoubted  truth,  that  the 
consult  erf  parliament  cannot  be  obtained 
any  otherway  than  by  a  Bill  brought  into 
either  House  of  Pariiament,  and  regularly 
passed  tluroug^  both :  By  the  custom  (rf 
parliament  this  Bill  must  be  twice  read^ 
then  committed,  and  then  read  a  third 
time  in  cAch  House  of  Parliament,  before 
it  can  be  presented  to  the  king  for  his  con- 
sent; ana  then  at  last  it  must  have  the 
royal  assent  before  it  can  be  loidcedon  as 
a  law  of  this  kingdom,  or  as  a  regjulation 
to  which  the  pawament  has  eiven  its  con- 
sent. These  forms  and  meUiods  of  pro- 
ceeding in  parliament  were  wisely  esta- 
blished by  our  ancestors,  to  give  time  to 
every  gentleman  of  either  House  to  be 
fully  apprised  of  what  he  was  about,  to 
consider  maturely  all  the  consequences  of 
what  was  proposed,  and  even  to  consult 
and  advise  withhisfnends,  before  he  should 
be  obliged  to  determine  himself  as  to 
either  side  of  the  question;  and  if  ever 
this  method  should  be  altered,  if  ever  die 
doctrine  should  take  place,  that  we  may 
do  as  much  by  a  vote  as  we  can  do  by  i 
Bill,  our  constitution  will  be  i^|i  the 
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tnoBt  precarious  footmg:  Both  Houses  of 
Parliament  may  be  surprized  into  a  thing 
which  it  will  never  be  in  the  power  of  the 
nation  to  retrieve;  nay,  I  do  not  know  but 
•ome  day  or  another  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament may  be  brought  in  by  surprise  to 
surrender  up  to  the  crown  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  privileges  of  their  country 
by  one  single  vote. . 

There  is  a  very  ^eat  difierence,  my 
Lords,  between  anticipated  promises  and 
future  provisions.  The  first  is  a  running 
in  debt,  the  other  is  a  paying  of  ready 
taioney  for  what  we  have ;  and  the  nature 
of  mankind  is  such,  that  roost  men  are  apt 
to  be  more  extravafi;ant  when  they  live 
upon  credit  than  when  they  pay  ready 
money  for  every  thine  they  have.  This 
nation  ha»  already  suTOred  severely  by  the 
former  practice,  and  therefore  I  wish  we 
*  would  beffin  to  think  of  following  thelatter 
cmly  for  the  future :  But  there  is  this  fur- 
ther difference  between  the  parliament's 
providing  afterwards  for  what  the  nation 
has  b^n  obliged  necessarily  to  expend, 
and  promising  before  hand  to  provide  for 
what  the  administration  may  thereafter 
think  themselves  necessarily  obliged  to 
expend,  that  in  the  first  case  the  honour 
of  parliament  is  no  way  engaged  to  the 
creditors  of  the  public;  and  if  the  nation 
should  be  idly  and  extravagantly  run  into 
debt,  I  believe  the  parliament  would  not 
think  themselves  any  way  obliged  to  pay 
the  debts  which  had  been  so  contractedf, 
especially,  because  in  such  a  case  it  may 
besu{^>06ed,  that  those,  who  had  upon 
such  an  account  become  the  creditors  of 
the  public,  would  generally  consist  of  the 
creatures  and  favourites,  perhaps  the  trus- 
tees of  the  ministers ;  but  in  the  latter  case 
the  parliament  stands  engaged  for  all  the 
debts  that  shall  be  contracted,  whether 
the  expencewas  necessary  or  not:  The 
giving  of  anticipated  ]>romises  is  giving"  a 
previous  credit  to  ministers,  it  is  puttmg 
a  parliamentary  trust  in  them,  it  is  really 
vesting  in  the  ministers  a  parliamentat'y 
authority,  by  which  many  mnocent  pn- 
vi^  men  may  be  encouraged  and  drawn 
in  to  lend  them  their  money,  and  there- 
fore the  honour  of  parliament  stands  en- 
gaged to  repinr  that  money  to  the  public 
cr^tors,  without  any  regard  whemer  it 
has  been  necessarily  expended  for  the 
benefit  of  die  public  or  not. 

I  shaU  readily  grant,  my  Lords,  that  if 
in  consequence  of  such  anticipated  pro- 
mises the  ministers  should  run  the  nation 
k)to  an  uanecessary  esEpcnce,  the  next 


parliament  might  punish  the  ministeis  who 
had  advised  such  measures;  but  suppose 
such  ministers  were  actually  hangea  up, 
as  they  certainly  would  deserve,  would  that 
m^e  good  the  damage  the  nation  had  sus- 
tained? Their  sufferings  might  perhaps 
make  some  holy  days  tot  the  populace : 
But  can  we  suppose  that  their  estates 
would  be  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  pub- 
lic, or  to  satisfy  the  debts  with  whidi  they 
had  loaded  the  public,  by  means  of  the 
credit  imprudently  given  to  them  by  par« 
liament  ?  Surely  tliere  is  more  wisdom  in 
not  putting  it  in  a  man's  power  to  betray 
his  trust,  than  there  is  m  foolidily  and 
needlessly  reposing  a  great  trust  in  a  man, 
whereby  he  is  not  omy  enabled,  but'  per- 
haps tempted  to  cheat  one;  and  then 
hanging  him  for  doing  m.  This  is  really 
the  present  case ;  the  giving  such  an  un- 
limited credit  to  mmisters,  is  really  laying 
them  under  a  very  great  temptation  to  de- 
fraud the  public  We  know,  my  Lords, 
how  natural  it  is  for  men  to  hope  for  im- 
punity ;  nay,  we  know  how  dmcuh  it  is 
even  for  parliaments  to  bring  great  and 
high  crinunals  to  condign  punishment; 
and  such  a  power  and  credit  as  are  now 
proposed  to  be  giveif,  may  afford  a  prece- 
cient,  by  which  somcf  future  minister  may 
be  enabled  to  put  it  absolutely  out  of  die 
power,  both  €^  the  parliament  and  the 
people,  ever  to  punish  him,  or  any  such 
as  mm  thereafiier. 

■  The  power  and  the  credit  now  proposed 
for  us  to  give  are,  my  lords,  at  all  tines 
dangerous,  but  much  more  so  when  granted 
at  the  very  end  of  a  parliament,  and  just 
before  a  new  election.  I  do  not  bebere 
that  any  bad  use  will  be  made  of  the  un- 
limited credit  now  proposed  to  be  given ; 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  bad  use  can 
be  made  of  any  powers  we  give  under  his 
Majesty's  wise  administration ;  but  I  do 
not  know  what  may  happen  hereafter :  if 
we  should  ever  chance  to  have  an  ambi- 
tious prince  upon  the  throne,  or  a  weak 
prince  under  the  sole  management  of  a 
guilty  and*  wicked  minister,  a  precedent 
pay  be  made  of  what  is  now  proposed,  the 
same  unlimited  powers,  may  be  thei  ob- 
tained from  an  expiring  parliament,  under 
the  pretence  of  defending  the  nation 
against  imaginary  and  unknown  dangers, 
but  really  in  order  doubly  to  arm  that 
prince  or  minister  against  our  constitution  : 
that  is  to  say,  to  fbmidi  him  with  money 
to  be  laid  out  in  procuring  a  major^  of 
the  creatures  and  staves  of  uie  admmistca- 
tion  to  be  returned  for  the  ensuing  pariia- 
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ment ; '  but  in  case  he  should  ^  of  Buccew 
in  that  attempt,  to  furnish  him  with  such  a 
standing  army  as  might  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect him  against  the  highest  resentment  of 
the  new  parliament,  or  to  support  him  with- 
out any  parliament  at  all.  u  the  first  pro«- 
ject  should  succeed ;  if  he  should  by  bribery 

fet  a  pariiament  to  his  mind,  such  a  par- 
ament  we  may  believe  would  certamly 
conclude  with  a  like  vote  of  credit,  in  or- 
der to  chuse  the  next;  and  thus  a  tyran- 
nical administration,  and  a  slavish  parlia- 
ment would  for  ever  be  entailed  upon  this 
nation.  But  suppose  he  should  &il  in  Bis 
project  of  bribery,  he  would  then  have 
recourse  to  his  army,  and  might  thereby 
support  himself  without  any  parliament  at 
«n  ;  for  surely  no  man  can  suppose  that 
a  prince  or  minister,  with  a  numerous 
standing  army,  entirely  under  his  direction, 
and  commanded  by  such  officers  only  as 
he  shall  please  to  appoint,  will  ever  want 
money  to  support  tluit  army,  or  to  answer 
the  other  demands  of  his  government :  as 
leng  as  the  parli^oaent  complies  with  all 
bis  requests,  he  will  accept  of  what 
money  he  wants  in  a  legal  way;  but  if 
the  parliament  should  once  begin  to 
refuse,  he  will  thence  resolve  to  raise 
that  money  in  an  illegal  way,  which 
he  finds  he  cannot  have  in  a  le^.  This, 
I  hope, my  lords,  is  not  the  design  at  pre- 
sent; but  as  what  is  now  proposed  may 
!  encoun^iement  to  the  forming  of  such 
8,  and  may  be  made  a  precedent  for 
ing  thi^  design  successtul;  therefore 
most  be  for  disagreeing  with  the  motion. 
The  earl  Poulet  spoke  next  in  favour  of 
lihe  motion,  thien  the  earl  of  Aylesford, 
and  after  him  the  duke  of  Montrose,  spoke 
both  against  the  motion : 

Lord  Talbot  (Lord  High  Chancellor,) 
spoke  as  follows : 

My  lords;  The  present  situation  of 
tUS  i^BSurs  of  Eurqie  is  so  well  known  to 
eveiy  lord  in  this  House,  that  it  is  very 
tmnecessary  to  ^ve  any  particular  account 
of  them:  considering  the  dangerous  and 
heavy  war  now  actimlly  beeun,  and  the 
man^r  powers  engaged  in  that  war,  it  is 
certain  that  some  accidents  maj  occur 
which  may  threaten  this  nation  with  great 
and  imminent  dangers :  this  was,  we  may 
suppose,  the  occasion  of  the  present  mes- 
sage from  his  Majesty  to  this  House ;  and 
it  must  be  granted,  that  this  was  a  most 
weighty  reason  for  sending  such  a  mes- 
sage ;  but  as  by  that  message  his  Majesty 
dobres  no  powers  but  what  were  before 
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vested  in  him,  therefore  we  are  to  look 
upon  it  only  as  an  i4[>{^cation  from  his 
Maiesty  for  the  advice  of  his  parliament^ 
with  relation  to  what  may  be  thought  most 
proper  to  be  done  at  such  a  critical  juqc- 
ture;  and  the  address  proposed  by  tiie 
noble  duke  iBy  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
dutiful  and  the  most  proper  return  we  can 
make  to  such  a  gracious  message. 

If^  without  sending  any  such  Message 
to  parliament,  the  ministers,  in  case  of  an 
absolute  necessity,  had  augmented  our 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  had  bor- 
rowed money  for  that  purpose,  can  it  be 
doubted  but  that  the  next  parlisuneiit 
would  have  approved  of  such  measures, 
and  would  have  provided  for  such  ex- 
pence  ?  but  if  they  should  augment  our 
forces  either  by  sea  or  land,  or  put  tlie 
nation  to  any  expence,  without  an  appa- 
rent necessity  for  so  doing,  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  address  proposed  that  can 
tend  to  justify  them  for  such  a  piece  of 
mismanagement  ?  Will  not  the  next  par- 
liament be  left  as  fiilly  at  liberty  to  punish 
them,  as  if  no  such  message  had  ever  been' 
sent  to  parliament,  nor  any  such  address 
presented  by  parliament  to  the  kine  ? 

I  will  grant  my  Lords,  that  by  the  Ad- 
dress proposed  the  ministers  may  have  a 
little  more  credit  among  the  people  than 
otherwise  they  might  have  had.  I  will 
allow  that  i  the  honour  of  parliament  will, 
by  the  address  proposed,  be  engaged  to 
provide  for  the  expence  that  may  be  in- 
curred, and  to  repay  the  money  Uiat  may 
be  borrowed  on  that  account,  whether  it 
shall  appear  that  such  expence  was  neces- 
sary or  not ;  but  this  is  the  very  reason 
that  (  am  for  the  proposition  maae  to  us : 
surely  in  such  a  dimgerous  situation  as  the 
afiairs  of  Europe  are  in  at  present,  the  na- 
tion is  not  to  DC  left  defenceless,  for  fear 
a  bad  use  ^ould  be  made  of  the  powers 
granted  for  providing  for  its  defence. 
Shall  we  refuse  a  reasonable  credit  or  rea- 
sonable powers  to  our  government,  and 
thereby  expose  the  nation  to  be  invaded  or 
over-run  by  a  foreign  enemy,  and  our  go- 
vernment perhaps  entirely  subverted,  only 
for  fear  that  by  grantmg  such  a  credit  the 
nation  may  perhaps  be  brought  into  a  lit- 
tle unnecessary  expence,  or  for  fear  our  mi- 
nisters should  make  a  bad  use  of  that  trust 
which  we  repose  in  them  ?  My  lords,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  at  all  limes  and  in  all 
countries,  to  put  some  trust  in  those  who 
are  appointed  to  administer  the  ^ffitirs  of 
the  public;  without  some  such  trust  if 
would  be  impossible  for  any  govenuncitt 
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to  subsist ;  and  the  greater  danger  a  coun- 
try i^  in,  the  more  trust  must  the  people 
necessarily  repose  in  their  governors. 

But  there  is  another  consideration 
which  is  of  greater  weight  with  me ;  his 
Majesty  tells  us,  he  has  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  to  see  the  ilaipe  of  war  extin- 
guished; and  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  his 
Majesty  will  succeed  in  his  endeavours 
that  way,  before  the  flame  come  to  such 
a  height,  as  that  we  may  be  necessarily 
obliged  to  involve  ourselves  in  it,  there  is 
nothing  can  tend  more  towards  making  his 
Majesty^s  endeavours  successful,  than  to 
convince  all  the  powers  now  engaged  in 
war,/ that  there  is  a  perfect  harmony  sub- 
sisting between  his  Majesty  and  his  parlia- 
ment; that  we  repose  an  entire  confidence 
in  his  Majesty's  wisdom  and  conduct ;  and 
that  we  will  be  ready  upon  aH  occasions  to 
support  those  measures  which  his  MajestV 
may  find  himself  obliged  to  take :  and  is 
there  any  thing  can  be  a  greater  testimony 
of  all  this  to  foreigners  man  our  agreeing 
to  the  address  now  proposed  ?  This  will 
convince  every  one  of  them,  that  in  case 
any  of  them  by  their  obstinacy  shall 
provoke  his  Majesty  to, declare  against 
tiiem,  he  will  fall  upon  them  with  the 
whole  power  of  this  nation;  and  when 
the  united  force  of  this  nation  is  thrown 
into  the  scale^  the  weight  of  it  is  well 
known  to  all  the  powers  in  Europe. 

As  to  the  method  of  granting  the  power 
or  the  credit  now  askea  for,  there  is  no- 
thing new  in  it;  it  is  what  has  often  been 
practised  before,  and  is  now  the  jnore  ne- 
cessary, ^ecauE^e  it  is  proper  the  parlia- 
ment should  be  soon  dissolved,  and  we  do 
not  know  what  may  happen  before  it  may 
be  possible  fbr  the  new  one  to  assemble. 
It  is  true,  the  present  parliament  does  not 
of  itself  expire  by  the  Septennial  Bill  till 
the  month  of  September  or  October  next, 
so  that  there  is  not  any  absolute  necessity 
for  calling  a  new  parliament  before  that 
time  ;  but  the  sooner  a  new  parliament  is 
called  I  believe  it  will  be  the  better ;  for. 
though  a  new  parliament  can  do  nothing 
but  what  the  present  may  do,  yet  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  the  comjplection  of  a  par- 
liament to  be  considered!^;  and  ir  the  new 
parliament  shall  appear  to  be  as  much  de- 
voted to  his  Majesty  as  the  present,  it  will 
•hew  that  there  is  a  perfect  harmony  sub- 
-sists  between  his  Majesty  and  his  people  in 
general ;  and  the  new  parliament  heme  to 
continue  for  seven  years,  it  nuist  add  a 
much  greater  weight  to  hi^  Majesty's 
councils,  and  to  his  negotiations  dbroad, 


than  can  be  expected  from  a  parliament 
which  is  to  expire  in  six  months. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  there  is  nothing 
new  or  extraordinary  in  the  Address  pro* 
proposed,  as  I  think  it  the  most  proper  re- 
turn can  be  made,  and  such  a  return  as  we 
ought  in  duty  to  make  to  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Message ;  and  as  I  think  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
nation,  and  for  rendering  his  Majesty's  ^- 
deavours  for  re-establi^mg  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  success^,  I  st^l  give  my  con- 
sent to  it. 

Lord  Carteret  si^d : 

My  Lords;  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  it  ha» 
not  m  this  debate  been  denied,  but  that 
the  parliament  may  grant,  and  have  for- 
merly, though  but  very  seldom,  granted 
some  extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown 
when  it  has  been  made  luppear  to  them  that 
the  nation  has  actually  been  in  any  great 
and  imminent  danger ;  but  to  take  sudh  an 
extraordinary  step,  to  grant  such  extensive 
and  unlimited  powers  to  the  crown,  when 
it  is  not  so  much  as  pretended  that  die  na- 
tion is  in  any  imminent  danger,  I  will  aver 
to  be  not  only  a  new  but  a  most  dangerous 
precedent  To  tell  ms  that  the  nation  may 
be  in  danger,  and  therefore  we  must  grant 
such  a  power  as  b  new  demanded,  is  cer- 
tainly something  very  extraordinary :  It  us 
a  reason  for  grating  such  powers  that  will 
always  exist;  and  in  my  opinion  it  always 
will,  and  always  ought  to  be  more  prevalent 
when  our  neighbours  are  all  at  peace  with 
one  another,  than  when  they  are  deeply 
engaged  in  a  war ;  for  if  ever  any  quarrel 
should  arise  betwixt  us  and  any  of  th^pi,  if 
ever  any  of  them  should  conceive  hopes  of 
advantage  from  making  an  invasion  upon 
us,  it  is  certain  they  will  be  in  a  better 
condition,  and  more  easily  induced  to  re^ 
venge  that  quarrel,  or  to  make  an  invasion, 
when  they  are  no  way  engaged  elsewhere, 
than  when  they  are  deeply  engaged  id  a 
war  with  some  other  nation,  and  mive  use 
for  all  the  forces  they  can  raise  in  a  quite 
different  part  of  the  world. 

I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  that  there 
may  be  occasion  for  putting  the  nation  into 
a  better  state  of  defence  uian  it  is  in  at 
present ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  occasion 
IS  not  now  so  pressing  but  that  it  may  be 
done  in  a  regular  parliamentary  way.  To 
pretend  that  the  putting  of  an  absolute 
power  into  the  hanos  of  the  crown  will  give 
weight  to  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  to 
his  negociations  abroad,  is  to  suppose  that 
foreigners  know  much  less  of  our  consti^ 
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tution,  or  of  the  temper  of  our  people  than 
they  really  do :  Pernaps  ways  and  means 
may  be  found  to  prevail  upon  a  parliament 
to  do  so,  but  our  neighbours  know  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  our  constitution; 
from  thence  they  will  most  justly  conclude, 
that  such  a  measure  will  render  the  sene-* 
rality  of  the  people  disaifected,  and  this  of 
course  will  diminish  the  weight  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's negociations  abroad,  and  will  make 
foreigners  much  more  ready  both  to  insult 
and  invade  us,  than  we  can  suppose  they 
would  otherwise  be. 

I  will  admit,  my  Lords,*  that  his  Majesty 
has  a  power  of  providing  tor  the  safety  of 
the  nation  during  the  interval  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but  that  power  must  be  very  mode- 
rately used,  ana  certainly,  in  case  of  any 
sudden  danger,  the*  parliament  is  to  be 
called  toge&er  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
during  the  recess  of  parliament  it  should 
be  &covered  that  the  nation  were 
threatened  with  any  imminent  danger,  his 
Majesty  may  immediately  issue  out  the 
proper  and  necessary  orders  for  augment- 
mg  nis  forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  he 
may  borrow  what  money  may  be  imme- 
diately necessary  for  that  purpose;  but  upon 
any  such  occasion  it  is  certain,  that  his  Ma-* 
jesty  ought  at  the  same  time  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation ordering  the  parliament  to  as- 
semble forthwith,  and  whoever  should  ad- 
vise him  otherwise  would  be  to  the  highest 
degree  criminal,  and  would  deserve  the 
severest  punishment.  As  upon  any  such 
occasion  the  parliament  might  meet  in  a 
very  kw  weeks,  we  cannot  suppose  that 
any  extraordinary  sums  could  be  wanted 
in  so  short  a  time :  And  as  his  Majesty  en- 
joys Uie  hearts  and  the  affections  of  thepeo- 
ple,  their  purses  will  always  be  open  to  nim 
upon  any  emergency  when  the  danger  is 
ipparent,  especially  when  they  see  the  par- 
liament summoned  to  meet,  from  which 
they  may  expect  immediate  reimburse- 
ment: Indeed  when  pretended  and  imagi- 
Bary  dangers -are  invented  by  ministers 
only  for  tl^ir  own  ends,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  they  can  borrow  much  money 
nrom  the  people  without  a  previous  autho- 
rity from  the  parliament  for  so  doing; 
therefore  there  never  can  be  any  occasion 
ibr  such  a  previous  authority  in  the  thne  of 
real  danger ;  as  the  granting  of  such  a 
previous  authority  can  serve  only  for 
enabling  ministers  to  load  the  public  when 
there  is  no  real  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
as  the  granting  of  such  previous  authori- 
tiea  may  some  time  or  other  enable  a  prince 
0K  minister  to  overturn  our  constitutien,  no 


such  ought  ever,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
granted;  but  if  ever  any  such  is  to  be 
granted,  it  ought  to  bd  granted  in  a  regu- 
lar parliamentary  manner,  and  not  in  the 
manner  now  proposed,  especially  when 
even  those  that  ask  for  it  in  such  an  extra- 
ordinary a  manner,  cannot  so  much  as  say 
that  the  nation  is  in  any  imminent  danger. 

The  earl  of  Scarborough  spoke  next  for 
the  question,  and  then 

The  Earl  of  Ilui^  spoke  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  The  affiur  now  before  us  I 
take  to  be  .an  af&ir  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence ;  it  is  an  affiur  in  which  the  safety  of 

*  '<  Archibald,  earl  of  Hay,  and  aHerwards 
duke  of  Argyle,  on  the  death  of  his  brother 
John,  was  second  son  of  Archibald  earl  of  Ar- 
gyle.  He  was  bom  at  Ham  house,  at  Peter- 
sham, in  1682,  educated  at  Eton,  and  resided 
ill  England  dntil  be  was  abpnt  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of 
Glasffow.  Being  a  yonnger  brother,  with  a 
SDjalT  fortune,  be  went  to  Utrecht,  and  made  a 
considerable  proficiency  in  the  ciTil  law,  witli 
a  design  V>  practise  in  tliat  line.  But  his  fa- 
ther being  created  a  duke,  be  renounced  this 
intention,  and  embraced  ^he  profession  of  arms. 
tie  was,  when  very  youo^,  appointed  colonel 
of  the  36th  regiment  of  foot,  and  governor  of 
Dumbarton  castle.  But  finding  himself  more 
qualified  for  a  statesman  than  a  soldier,  he 
quitted  the  army,  and  with  his  usual  assiduity, 
employed  himself  in  the  acquisition  of  political 
knowledge.  In  1705,  he  was^  appointed  lord 
register  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  ensuing  year, 
was  nominated  one  of  the  comrabsioners  for 
settling  the  uniour:  In  consideration  of  his  ser- 
vices, be  was  created  earl  of  Hay,  and  on  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  was  chosen  one  of  the 
sixteen^  peers  of  Scotland,  and  constantly  elected 
in  every  future  parliament,  till  his  d#ath,  ex- 
cepting that  which  assembled  in  1718.  His 
exclusion  at  that  time,  was  owing  to  the  zeal 
with  which  he  had  abetted  the  cause  of  the 
Whigs,  and  promoted  the  succession  (ft*  the 
Protestant  line.  In  17 10,  he  was  made  justice 
genera)  of  Scodand. 

'*  Although  he. had  long  renounced  the  pro- 
fession of  arms,  yet  when  the  rebellion  broke 
out  in  1715,  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  royalists ;  prevented,  by  his  prudent 
conduct,  general  Gordon,  at  the  head  6f  1,000 
men, from  penetrating  into  the  Western  High- 
lands; and  raising  levies,  joined  the  duke  of 
Argyle  at  Stirling,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Dumblain.  His  military  conduct  was 
only  a  temponuy  exertion.  His^  principal 
merit  consisted 'in  his  parliamentary  abilities, 
which  were  very  considerable.  In  his  study 
of  the  law,  he  bad  acquired  acuteness  of  ap- 
prehension and  method  of  arrangement.  His 
speeches  were  replete  with  solid  argumeuts 
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this  nation,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  are,  I  think,  deeply  concerned; 
and  therefore  I  am  surprised  to  hear  it 
treated  by  some  lords  m  so  ludicrous  a 
manner :  Such  a  method  of  treating  any 
subject  ought  never,  I  ihink,  to  be  made 
use  of  or  admitted  into  any  of  the  debates 
in  this  House,  but  is  still  more  improper 
when  made  use  of  in  a  debate  of  so  very 
great  consequence  as  the  present. 

Though  this  nation,  my  Lords,  may 
not  perhaps,  at  this  very  instant,  be  ex- 
pensed to  any  immediate  danger,  though 
We  are  not  as  yet  any  way  engaged  to 
take  a  share  in  the  present  war,  yet  it  is 
highly  probable  that  we  may  at  last  be 
obliged  to  engage  ourselves  in  order  to 
pre^rve  that  balance  of  power  upon 
which  the  liberties  of  Europe,^  ^i^^  conse* 
quently  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  abso- 
lutely depend  ;  nay  it  is  certain,  that  we 
must  at  last  engage  in  the  war,  in  case  his 
Majesty  cannot  by  his  authority,  and  by 
the  weight  which  his  councils  may  hav« 
in  foreign  courts,  oblige  the  contending 
parties  each  to  yield  up  scune  of  their  pre- 
tensions, and  all  to  submit  to  the  just  pro- 
posals which  he  may  think  proper  to  make 
iGT  restoring  the  tranquilhty  of  Europe. 
Therefore,  my  lords,  in  order  to  increase 
his  Majesty's  authority,  in  order  to  give 
his  councils  that  weight  which  they  ought 
always  to  have  in  forei^  courts,  we  ought 
to  a^ee  to  the  proposition  now  made  to  us ; 
for  if  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war  see 
that  his  Majesty  has  an  entire  confidence 
put  in  him  by  his  Parliament,  and  that 
this  nation  is,  in  all  events,  well  provided, 
not  only  for  its  defence,  but  for  falling 
with  great  vigour  upon  that  power,  or 
that  side  which  shall  by  their  obstinacy, 
provoke  his  Majesty's  resentment,  it  will 
add  a  prevailing  weight  to  those  negoci- 
atibns,  which  his  Majesty  shall  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  enter  into,  and  thereby  the 
balance  of  power  may  be  preservea,  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe  may  be  restored, 
without  this  nation's  being  at  all  obh'ged 
to  take  any  share  in  the  war,  and  perhaps 
without  laying  his  Majesty  under  a  ne- 

and  keen  obserFations ;  bis  language  was  pkua 
aud  flueut,  and  his  manner  grave  and  solemn. 
He  continued  ioTariably  attached  to  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  during  bis  long  administration,  and 
counteracted,  as  much  as  lay  in  liis  power,  the 
violence  of  bis  brother's  politics,  when  he  joined 
opposition.  lu  1725  he  bad  been  nom'inateii 
keeiter  of  tlie  privy  seal,  and  in  1734,  he  was 
made  keeper  <^  the  great  seal,  which  offite  he 
held  till  his  death.''    Cojie's  Walpole. 


cessity  of  making  any  great  use  oi  those 
powers,  which  are  now  jproposed  to  be 
granted  to.him ;  whereas  it  thepowers  now 
asked  for  should  be  refused,  it  will  make 
foreigners  believe  that  neither  the  parlia- 
ment nor  the  nati<m  can  put  anygreat  con- 
fidence in  his  Majesty's  conduct,  and  con- 
sequently they  wUl  have  little  or  no  regard 
to  any  proposition  his  Majesty  may  make 
to  them,  by  which  this  nation  will  at  last 
be  necessarily  drawn  into  the  war,  and  will 
thereby  be  exposed  to  great  dangers  and 
many  losses,  and  put  to  an  infinite  ex- 
pence. 

The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  fixed,  my 
Lords,  upon  the  measures  to  be  takea 
by  this  nation  in  the  present  conjuncture, 
and  if  either  of  the  paraes  now  engaged  in 
war  should  begin  to  suspect  that  we  were 
to  fall  in  with  me  other,  to  oppose  any  of 
tiieir  designs,  or  to  put  a  check  to  the  suc- 
cess of  their  arms,  they  would  immediately, 
and  with  as  much  dispatch  and  secrecy  aa 
possible,  attempt  to  niiake  an  invasion  upon 
us,  especiaUy  if  they  saw  that  we  were  no 
way  provided  against  them:  These  sus- 
picions and  jealousies  may  arise  without 
any  foundation,  they  may  begin  to  suspect 
that  his  Majesty  has  resolved  and  is  pre- 
paring to  join  against  them,  before  any 
such  resolution  be  really  tidcen,  or  an^ 
preparaticms  made  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
true,  his  Majesty  may  not  perhaps  be 
obliged  to  declare  himself  openly  on  either 
side  till  he  has  had  time  to  take  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  a  new  parliament,  and  to 
make  proper  provisions  for  the  defence  of 
the  nation ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
how  or  when  some  of  our  neighbours  may 
begin  to  suspect  that  we  have  such  a  de- 
sign, and  therefore  it  is  necessary  for  us 
immediately  to  prq>are,  at  least  to  pat  our* 
selves  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  and 
to  furnish  his  Majesty  with  the  powers  ne* 
cessary  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  surprisea  to  hear  it  said,  that  our 
neighbours  wiH  always,  even  in  time  of 
peace,  be  in  as  good  a  condition  to  exeoole 
a  design  suddenly  against  us,  as  they  are  at 
present.  In  Ume  of  peace,  some  few  of 
their  forces  may  perhaps  be  quttrtered 
upon  their  sea  coasts,  but  then  these  forcee 
are  always,  for  the  convenience  of  quarten, 
separated  and  dispersed  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  assemble 
any  great  number,  at  any  one-{dace,  i^ea 
their  coast,  without  giving  us  just  ground 
for  tddng  the  alarm,  and  sufficient  time  to 
provide  agamst  than :  whereas,  at  pre- 
sent, th^  may  march  a^great  detaohmeal 
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£rom  thek  anny,  and  that  detachment 
may  be  armed  at  a  proper  place  f3F  em- 
barkiDgy  before  it  is  possible  for. us  to 
know  what  route  they  have  taken,  or  to 
suspect  that  they  are  aesigned  against  us. 
In  time  of  peace  their  men  of  war  are  all 
laid  up  in  their  harbours,  their  seamen  are 
dispersed,  and  many  materials  are  wanting 
before  a  large  fleet  am  be  fitted  out ;  and 
^erefore  it  is  impossible  to  imagine,  that 
any  of  our  neighbours  can  then  be  in  such 
readiness  to  make  a  sudden  invasion  upon 
us,  as  they  are  at  present,  when  most  of 
Uieir  ships  of  war  are  ready  fitted  out, 
well  manned,  and  provided  with  every 
thing  necessary  for  sading  upon  any  expe- 
dition. .  / 
'  For  these  reasons,  my  Lords,  I  must 
conclude,  that  we  are  now  in  greater  dan- 
ger of  b^ing  invaded,  than  we  can  ever  be 
m  time  of  peace,  and  if  I  should  refuse 
to  grant  tne  powers  now  asked  for,  I 
should  really  think  myself  criminal ;  if  a 
•ervant,  who  knew  that  his  master's  house 
was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  thieves, 
should  leave  the  door  q>en,  in  order  to 
give  them  an  easy  (mportunity  of  entering, 
to  murder  the  fiunily  and  plunder  the 
bouse,  I  should  think  such  a  servant  more 
guilty  than  any  of  the  thieves  themselves ; 
and  if  I  should  refuse  to  give  my  c<m8ent 
to  the  resolution  proposed,  and  an  inva- 
sion ^ould  be  afterwards  suddenly  made 
upon  us,  and  this  nation  thereby  involved 
in,  war  and  confusion,  I  ^ould  lo^  upon 
myself  to  be  in  the  very  case  of  such  a 
servant,  and  therefore  guilty  of  one  of  the 
most  heinous  crimes  that  can  be  committed 
against  my  country. 

The  Earl  of  WincheUea  and  Nottingham 
spoke  next : 

My  Lords  ;  The  noble  lords  who  have 
spoke  in  support  of  the  resolution  proposed 
to  us,  have  allspoke,  as  if  this  nation  trere 
no  way  provided  for  its  defence,  which 
rettlly  to  me,  my  lords,  seems  to  be  some- 
thinff  very  surprising.  I  cannot  compre* 
bend  what  we  nave  be^  doing  b  all  the 
fcamer  part  of  this  session  of  Parli^toient, 
if  we  have  not  already  provided  sufficiently 
ilgainst  any  invasion  tnat  can  be  secretly 
and  suddenly  made  upon  us.  Have  we 
not  resolved  to  keep  up  a  very' numerous 
amy  of  land  forces  in  this  ndand,  besides 
tlMB  numerous  amy  kept  up  in  the  neigh- 
boming  island,  which  may  be  brou^t 
over  iqpiin  any  conercency  to  our  assist- 
ance; sad  firon  aU  ttiese,  cannot  we  in 
f  km  da|s  tsmk  an  aitoy  of  regular. 


troops  ?  I  am  sure  much  greater  than  any 
army  of  foreigners  that  can  be  sent  by 
surprise  to  invade  us.  Surely  no  lord  in 
this  House  can  imagine,  that  so  qumeroua 
an  army  must  always  be  kept  up  in  this 
island,  even  in  the  time  of  the  most  pro* 
found  tranquillity:  nay,  if  we  were  actually 
engaged  in  war,  I  hope  it  would  not  bo 
thought  necessary  to  keep,  always  such  a 
number  of  regular  forces  at  home,  in  order 
to  guard  our  own  dominions  against  inva- 
sions ;  I  hope  it  would  in  such  a  case  bo 
theught,  that  we  might  safely  send  a  great 
part  of  Uiem  abroad,  in  order  to  carry  ^o 
war  into  the  territories  of  our  enemies, 
otherwise  any  war  we  may  hereafter  en* 
ffage  in,  must  become  very  chargeable  and 
burthensome  to  the  nation.  But  besides 
the  land  army  we  have  already  provided, 
have  we  not  already  made  a  very  great 
addition  to  the  number  of  our  seamen,  and 
have  not  we  thereby  already  enabled  lus 
Majesty  to  fit  out  a  fleet  much  superior  to 
any  squadron  that  can  be  sent  against  us  ? 
From  all  which  I  must  conclude,  my  lords, 
that  we  have  already  sufficiently  provided 
for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  natioB, 
against  any  sudden  and  unexpected  at- 
tack that  can  be  made  upon  us;  and  if 
his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  join  either 
(rf*  the  parties  now  «igi^ged  in  the  war ;  if 
any  foreign  power  should  declare  war 
against  us,  or  if  any  of  our  neighboun 
should  openly  prepare  to  invade  us,  his 
Majesty  would  nave  time  enough  to  call 
the  Parliament  together,  and  Siereby  we 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  providittg 
in  a  regular  pi|rliainentary  way  tor  what* 
ever  should  be  thou^  proper  eith^  for 
ofience  or  defence. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  shall  always  be  as 
ready  as  any  Lord  in  this  House,  to  put 
all  proper  confidence  in  his  Majesty :  I  am 
upon  the  present  occasion  extremely  will* 
ihg  to  strengthen  his  Majesty's  hands  as 
muchas  possible,  in  order  to  add  waiglit 
to  his  negotiations,  md  to  enabW  him  to 
restore  by  his  influence  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  or  to  preserve  hy  his  power  the 
liberuea  ii^  Europe ;  but  is  there  no  way 
of  preserving  the  liberties  of  Europe,  with- 
out making  a  sacrifice  of  the  13>erties  of 
Oreid  Britain^  Are,  we,  under  sudi  m 
pretence,  to  give  up  the  rights  of  Farlia* 
ment  ?  Are  we  to  put  an  absolute  and  un- 
limited power,  and  by  sudi  an  extraor* 
dtnary  mediod  too,  into  the  hands  of  his 
Maiesty's  nnnisten  i  No,  my  Lords,  no 
sudi  power  can  ever  be  necessary;  I  hopo 
tUsIiouae  wiH  never  agree  to  any  sudt 
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mimstenal  demand;  f(nr  the  present  I 
must  look  upon  as  such :  I  shall  alwajrs 
look  upon  such  extensive  demands  as 
coming  from  the  mmist^rs  only;  they 
nay  be  necessary  for  the  protecting  of 
guilty  ministers,,  but  they  can  never  be 
necessary  for  preserving  the  honour  or  the 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

The  King  has,  no  doubt,  a  power  to 
make  what  treaties,  and  to  enter  mto  what 
negotiations  he  may  think  proper;  and  if 
^e  nation  should  happen  to  be  threatened 
widi  any  immediate  attack,  he  may,  and 
I  hope  alwa3rs  will  take  the  proper  mea- 
sures for  preventing  or  defftiting  that  at- 
tack: in  all  such  cases  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  tiie  Parliament  will  approve 
of  what  has  been  done,  when  they  come 
to  examine  into  the  measures  so  taken, 
and  find  that  they  were  wisely  concerted, 
and  necessary  for  the  end  proposed ;  but 
if  the  contrary  should  appear ;  if  it  should 
appear  that  dishonourable  and  inconsistent 
treaties  have  been  concluded ;  that  ridi- 
culous negotiations  have  been  set  on  foot 
and  ridicdously  carried  on ;  that  the  na- 
tion has  been  sometimes  exposed  to  dan- 
gers and  insults  without  any  just  cause, 
and  often  put  to  great  expence  when  no 
danger  could  possibly  be  apprehended; 
has  not  the  Parliament,  in  sudi  a  case,  a 
power  ?  Are  they  not  in  honour,  in  duty 
to  their  country,  bound  to  enouire  into 
such  misconduct,  and  to  punish  the  authors 
of  such  knavish  or  such  foolish  councils  ? 
And  shall  we,  my  lords,  thus  before-hand 
Improve  of  whatever  negociations  or  trea- 
ties the  ministers'  may  be  pleased  to  ad- 
vise his  Majesty  to  enter  into  or  conclude? 
Shall  we  thus  give  an  anticipated  promise 
to  provide  for  whatever  expence  the  minis- 
ters may  pretend  to  thiuK  necessary  for 
the  nation's  defence?  No  mmisters  ought 
to  desire  such  an  implicit  ^th  to  be 
placed  in  their  future  management,  and  I 
cannot  think  that  the  present,  by  their 
kte  conduct,  deserve  any  such  extraor- 
dinary confidence. 

With  respect  to  those  who  may  become 
'  creditors  or  the  public,  the  d^erence  be- 
twixtan  anticipated  promise  and  a  posterior 
ap{>robation  has  been  already  ndly  ex- 
plained :  it  has  by  both  sides  beeif  admit- 
ted, that  the  honour  of  parliament  in  the 
first  case  stands  engaged  to  the  creditors 
of  the  public,  whether  the  expence  incur- 
red mav  be  diousht  necessary  or  not;  but 
Sn  the  last  case  uie  honour  of  parliament 
does  not  stands  engaged^  unless  it  appear 
to  them  that  the  expence  was  necessarily 


incurred.  But  I  must  likewise  take  no* 
tice,  my  lords,  that  it  is  the  same  with  res- 
pect to  any  treaties  that  may  be  entered 
mto :  when  the  parUament  grants  before- 
hand  such  full  powers  as  are  at  present 
demanded,  the  honour  of  parliament  standi 
engaged  to  see  such  treaties  punctually 
penormed,  whether  they  be  consistent 
with  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation 
or  not ;  but  when  treaties  are  concluded 
without  any  such  full  powers  from  parlia- 
ment, the  honour  of  parliament  is  no  way 
engaged  to  perform  them,  unless  they  ^>- 
prove  of  them ;  the  most  tliat  the  parlia- 
ment or  the  nation  are  in  honour  dbliged 
to  do  in  that  case,  is,  to  make  a  sacrmce 
of  those  ministers,  who  engaged  their 
country  in  such  dishonourable  or  disad- 
vantageous treaties;  but  in  the  first  case 
I  do  not  see  how  the  nation  could  get  off 
from  the  obli^tion,  unless  it  were  by 
making  a  sacrifice  of  all  those  members  of 
either  House  of  Parliament,  who  consented 
to  the  granting  of  such  powers,  as  well  aa 
of  the  ministers  themselves. 

I  will  agree  that  the  question  now  before 
us  is  an  affidr  of  the  utmost  consequence  ; 
it  is  an  afiair  in  which  the  safety  of  the 
nation,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  die 
crown  are  deeply  concerned ;  but  Jam  con- 
vinced that  the  safety  of  the  nation,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  consist  in  rejecting  the  proposi- 
tion now  before  us :  m  this  the  safe^  of 
the  nation  certainly  consists,  because  our 
agreeing  to  the  proposition  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be,  to  bring  the  nation  into  a  real 
domestic  dan^r,  under  the  pretence  of 
providing  against  a  foreign  danger,  that  is 
either  altogether  im^nary,  or  so  distant 
that  it  may  easily  be  provided  against 
without  malung  a  sacrifice  of  our  consti- 
tution ;  and  as  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain  consists  in  our 
king's  being  the  king  of  a  free  people, 
therefore  every  thing  that  mav  tend  to  en- 
croach upon  the  freedom  of  the  people, 
which  this  proposition  directly  doa^  must 
derogate  both  from  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown. 

1  shall  likewise  grant,  that  the  present 
subjeQt  ought  to  be  treated  in  the  meet 
serious  manner :  1  am  really  sorry  to  hear 
such  argument  founded  upon  such  pre- 
tended £m^rs ;  for  I  may  venture  te  pro- 
phesy, that  if  ever  the  pariiament  of  Great 
Britain  should  come  mto  the  practice  of 
raising  phantoms  in  the  air,  as  an  excuse 
for  their  granting*  extraordinary  powers 
to  ministers  ofstate,  the  liberties  of  ths 
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nation  wOl  then  b^in  to  stand  upon  a  very 
precarious  footing :  they  will  depend  en- 
threiy  upon  the  niiniftters  for  the  time 
being;  if  they  make  a  right  use  of  the 
powers  granted  them,  our  constituticm 
may  be,  during  their  time,  preserved; 
but  they  may,  whenever  they  please,  turn 
those  powers  towards  the  overtnrow  of  our 
constitution ;  and  as  the  future  safety  of  mi- 
nisters of  state  may  very  probably  soon 
come  to  depend  upon  the  overthrow  of 
our  constitution,  aker  our  liberties  come 
to  depend  upon  such  guardians,  I  am  afraid 
thes^  will  be  but  short-lived. 
'  The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  told  us 
that  the  servant  who  left  his  master's  door 
open  for  the  thieves  to  enter  and  steal, 
was  as  criminal  as  the  thieves  themselves ; 
in  this  I  agree  with  him ;  but  in  the  pre- 
sent- case  who  is  the  criminal,  the  trea- 
cherous servant?  We  are  told,  that  the 
nation  is  now  in  no  greater  danger  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  session ; 
therefore  we  are  now  either  in  no  danger 
and  consequently  under  no  necessity  of 
granting  the  powers  asked  for,  or  we  were 
then  in  great  danger,  and  thei  criminal,  the 
treacherous  servant  must  be  he  who  then 
knew  of  that  danger,  and  yet  has  con- 
cealed it  from  us,  has  concealed  the  de- 
m^  and  the  a{^roach  of  the  jbliieves,  'till 
It  is  become  impossible  for  us  to  shut  our 
doors  against  them, 'till  it  is  become  im- 
possible for  us  to  guard  against  the  dan- 
ger from  without,  but  by  exposing  our- 
selves to  as  great  danger  nrom  within* 

Lord  Heroey  spoke  next  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  As  so  much  has  been  said 
in  favour  of  this  question  by  the  noble 
lords  who  have  spoke  before  me  in  the  de- 
iMtte,  I  sh^  give  you  but  a  very  little 
trouble  on  the  subject.  I  shall  suppose, 
my  Lords,  that  the  danger  we  may  be  in, 
is  now  neither  greater  nor  more  imminent 
than  it  was  the  very  first  day  of  the  ses- 
aicm ;  yet  I  think  a  very  gooa  and  sufficient 
reason  may  be  assigned,  for  his  Majesty's 
being  now  obliged  to  make  an  application 
to  his  Pjurliament  for  further  powers,  which 
he  did  not  think  himself  under  any  neces- 
sity to  make  at  the  beginning,  or  during 
tfaa  continuance  of  the  session.-— Though 
this  nation  was  in  danger  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  yet,  my  Lords,  his  Majesty 
did  not  think  the  danger  so  imminent  as  to 
oblige  him  to  put  his  people  to  any  greater 
expence  than  what  was  at  that  time  pro- 
pcwed,  and  has  been  provided  for  by  Par- 
liaoie&t.    While  the  parliament  continued 


sitting,  his  Maje^y  had  no  use  for  anv  for- 
ther  power,  because  if  the  danger  should, 
have  approached  nearer,  or  should  have 
begun  to  appear  more  formidable,  his  Ma- 
jesty coula  have  immediately  applied  to 
his  rarliament  for  further  assistance ;  but 
as  an  end  is  soon  to  be  put  to  this  session 
of  Parliament,  as  even  the  Parliament  it- 
self will  pi^bably  soon  be  dissolved,  the 
danger  may  become  more  imminent,it  may 
become  more  formidable  before  the  next 
Parliament  can  meet ;  and  as  his  Majesty 
cannot,  in  that  case,  immediately  apply  to 
Parliament  for  further  asiiLstance,  there- 
fore, as  he  always  has  the  quiet  and  safety 
of  his  people  muCh  at  heart,  he  thinks  him« 
self  obliged  to  ask  for  some  conditional 

Sowers,  m  order  that  he  may  be  enabled, 
uring  the  interval  of  parliament,  to  do 
that  which  the  Parliament,  if  it  were  sit- 
ting, would  most  certainly  enable  him  to 
do  as  soon  as  he  thought  fit  to  apply  for 
the  same ;  that  is,  to  make  ^ch  further 
augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  ses 
or  land,  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  honour  and  defence  of  his  kingdoms, 
and  to  concert  such  measures  as  the  exi- 
gency of  affairs  mav  require. — ^If  the  dan-* 
ger,  my  Lords,  had  become,  or  were  now 
more  imminent  or  more  formidable  than  it 
appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  - 
his  Majesty  would  certainly  have  applied 
for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  his 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  for  apro« 
vision's  beinff  made  by  Parliament  for  that 
purpose ;  and  in  such  a  case  whatever  had 
been  done  by  Parliament  must  have  been 
done  by  way  of  Bill ;  but  as  there  is  Ho 
necessity  for  an  immediate  augmentation, 
his  Majesty,  willing  to  put  off  as  long  as  he 
can  charging  his  people  with  any  new  ex- 
pence,  only  desires  a  power  to  make  that 
augmentation,  in  case  it  should  become 
necessary  at  a  time  when  he  cannot  possi* 
bly  have  the  immediate  assistance  of  his 
Parliament.  This,  my  Lords,  I  must  think 
extremely  reasonable,  nay  even  absolutely 
necessary,  considering  the  present  state  of 
the  afiairs  of  Europe,  and  uierefore  I  can- 
not refuse  my  consent  to  tiie  proposition 
made  tons. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the 
duke  of  Newcastle's  motion,  it  passed  m        .^ 
the  affirmative. 
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poKuend  to  augment  ku  Forces  hy  Sea  and 
JLandf  during  the  Recess  ^ParUament.'} 

**  Dissentient' 
**  Because  we  are  of  opinion,  t)iat  no 
free  people  should  on  any  occasion  what- 
ever, vest  in  any  person  an  unlimited 
power  for  an  indefinite  time ;  and  when- 
ever they  do,  they  at  tlie  same  time  resign 

their  liberty. (Signed J     Abingdon, 

Cobnam,  Bristol  Marchmont,  Bur- 
lington, Litchfield,  Willoughby  de 
Broke,  Gower,  Clinton,  Northamp- 
ton, Strafford,  Aylesford,  Bathurst, 
Chesterfield,  Carteret,  Berkshire, 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Montrose, 
We3rmouth,  Shaftsbury,  Graham, 
.  Boyle,  Stair,  Ker,  Coventry,  Mont- 
joy,  Foley,  Thanet,  Bedford,  Twee- 
dale,  Cardigan,  Craven,  Winchel- 
sea  and  Nottingham.'' 

•<  Dissentient' 

1.  **  Because  we  conceive  an  address  c^ 
dus  kind,  impowerinff  the  crown  to  raise 
Boen  and  money,  without  specifying  the 
munbers  or  the  sum,  is  unwarranted  by 
any  precedent,  and  is  of  the  most  danee- 
rous  consequence,  for  it  seems  to  us  totiuly 
to  subvert  die  very  foundation  of  our  con- 
stitution, the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  hav- 
ing provided  many  regular  steps  and  so- 
lemn forms,  for  granting  supplies  to  the 
trcfwii ;  whereas  this  new  method  of  a  sud- 
den address  upon  a  message,  at  once 
frustrates  and  eludes  all  those  wise  and 
Imcient  precautions. 

2.  <<  Because  the  history  of  several 
countries,  formerly  free,  furnishes  us  with 
many  fatal  examples  of  the  abuse  of  such 
unlimited  powers,  whenever  the  estates  of 
those  countries  have  transferred  the  legis- 
ktive  authority,  of  raising  money,  from 
themselves,  by  an^  iU-placed  confidence, 
mto  the  handb  of  a  few.  The  Cortes  of 
Spain,  by  trusting  the  power  of  raising 
money;  without  weir  being  assembled, 
diou^  fbr  but  ene  year,  and  the  estates  of 
France,  by  allowing  the  aids  for  the  de- 
fence ik  that  kingfiom,  to  be  rabed  for 
tibree  or  four  years  togeth^,  without  their 
being  sununoned  to  meet,  have  never  been 
able  to  vetrieve  their  antient  liberties  and 
eoitttitutioB ;  but  by  their  weak  compliance 
with  such  a  fatal  measure,  were  the  un- 
happy instruments  of  rendering  themselves 
useless,  and  of  enslaving  theu:  respective 
countries. 

S.  **  Because,  thou^  we  have  all  pos- 
sible .confidence  in  his  Majesty's  wisdom 
«Bd  juitioey  attd  aU  imagiiiiaUe'aeai  for  the 


honour  and  support  of  his  person  and^ 
vemment,  "we  cannot  i^rove  of  a  ft^s- 
sage,  which,  we  are  persuaded,  was  bodi 
formed  and  advised  by  the  same  ministers, 
in  whom  those  extensive  and  discretionary 
powers  are  lodged  by  this  Address ;  and 
we  ^ee  no  reason,  firom  any  experience  of 
their  oeconomy,  to  trust  them  with  the  ar- 
bitrary disposal  of  an  unlimited  sum ;  and 
as  little  reason,  from  the  success  oftiieir 
former  alliances,  to  ^ive  any  approbation 
to  past  treaties,  which  have  never  been 
communicated  to  this  House,  or  a  previous 
sanction  of  any  future  treaties  they  shall 
contract ;  especially  since,  by  their  multi-> 
plicity  of  negodaticms,  they  nave  involved 
the  nation  in  engagements  with  divers  fo^ 
reiffn  powers,  inconsistent,  as  we  conceive^ 
wi&  one  another ;  and,  in  so  great  a  va^ 
riety,  as  we  can  by  no  means  be  sura 
that  the  best  wiU  be  singled  out  to  be  fid- 
fiUed 

4.  **  Because  the  present  unfortunate 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  camot 
be  represented  as  unforeseen,  or  unexpect- 
ed ;  since,  from  the  gradual  progress  of 
our  negotiations  for  some  years  last  past, 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  disorders  and 
conmsions  in  Europe  has  constantly  been 
foretold.  We  therefore  conceive,  that 
had  there  net  been  some  secret  reason  for 
proceeding  in  this  manner,  which  reason 
we  will  rauier  pass  over  in  silence  than  at- 
tempt to  point  out,  the  necessary  de- 
mands of  men  and  money  would  have  been 
laid  before  the  parliament  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  according  to  the  ancient  imd 
regular  usage,  and  Which  would  as  certain- 
ly have  been  granted  by  a  parliament, 
which  has  distinguished  itself  by  a  remark- 
able zeal,  duty  and  liberality  to  the  throne. 

5.  **  We  cannot  think  it  prudent,  in 
order  to  extricate  ourselves  out  of  our 
present  difficulties,  to  lodge  those  unlimit- 
ed, and,  as  we  apprehend,  dangerous 
powers,  in  the  hands  of  those  very  persons 
under  whose  management  and  conduct 
these  difficulties  have  been  brought  upon 
U8 ;  if,  as  we  conceive,  the  national  debts 
are  hardly  lessened  by  more  than  twenty 
years  peace  ;  if  our  successive  fleets  have 
pfoved  a  terror  to  no  nation,  and  but  only 
aburthen  to  our  own :  if  our  great  armiei 
have  disturbed  the  minds  of  none  but  hii 
Majesty's  own  subjects;  this  exteiunve 
power  of  raising  money,  fleets  and  mues, 
seems  to  us  improperly  intrust^  in  the 
hands  of  those  mmisters,  who  have  made  no 
better  use  of  the  confidence  already  re- 
posed in  them. 
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6.  "  We  would,  with  the  utmost  zeal, 
concur  in  whatever  might  increase  to  his 
Majesty  the  affections  of  his  people  at 
home,  or  the  respect  of  his  neighbours 
abroad  :  but  this  zeal  without  knowledge, 
we  think,  can  tend  to  neither  of  those  de- 
sirable ends,  but,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
bring  contempt,  as  we  apprehend,  upon 
the  too  easy  and  implicit  faith  of  parlia- 
ments, than  add  weight  and  dignity  to 
those  powers  we  lodge,  without  any  visible 

reason,  in  the  hands  of  the  ministers. 

f&gnedfj  Gower,  Litchfield,  Bathurst, 
Chesterfield,  Foley,  Bristol,  Gra- 
ham, Winchelsea  and  Nottingham, 
Tweedale,  Stair,  Clinton,  Shafts- 
bury,  Bedford,  Berkshire,  Nor- 
thampton, Thanet,  Craven,  Cob- 
ham,  Aylesford,  Montrose,  Oxford 
and  Mortimer,  Marchmont,  Straf- 
ford, Carteret,  Ker,  Coventrv, 
Montjoy,  Cardigan,  Weymouth, 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  Boyle.** 

Debate  "in  the  Commons  on  a  Message 
Jrom  the  King  to  be  empotoered  to  aug- 
ment his  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land  during 
the  Recess  of  Parliament,!^  On  the  same 
day,  sir  Rooert  Walpole  presented  a  simi- 
lar Message  from  tne  Kmg  to  the  House 
of  Commons  [See  p.  520.1  A  Motion 
being  made  by  sir  Robert,  for  taking  the 
said  Message  into  consideration  the  next 
day, 

Mr.  Shippen  stood  up,  and  said ; 

Sir  ;  When  I  reflect  upon  what  happen- 
ed in  this  House  the  very  first  day  of  this 
session,  I  am  a  good  deal  surprised  at  a 
Message  of  this  nature  ;  and  the  more, 
that  it  is  now  brought  in  upon  us  at  the 
Yery  end  of  a  session,  and  that  session,  I 
suppose,  the  last  of  a  long  parliament.  I 
remember  that  I,  as  well  as  some  other 
gentlemen,  took  exception,  [See p.  189]  at 
some  words  proposed  to  be  in  our  ad- 
dress, in  answer  to  his  Majesty's  speech 
from  the  throne  at  the  opemng  of  this  ses- 
sion, because  they  seemed  to  bear  some- 
thing like  a  promise  of  a  Vote  of  Credit ; 
Spon  which  occasion  the  honourable  gen- 
emafi  who  has  made  you  this  motion,  and 
his  friends,  pretended  to  be  greatly  asto- 
nished at  our  sagacity,  and  seemed,  as  I 
then  thought,  to  eive  us  assurances  that 
Dothing  of  that  kind  should  be  asked  for  in 
this  session. — I  must  confess,  Sir,  I  had 
some  sort  of  dependance  upon  what  they 
said,  but  as  they  were  only  the  words  and 
promises  of  ministers  of  state,  in  which  I 
[VOL.  IX.  1 


never  had  any  great  faith,  I  begin  now  to 
be  ashamed  even  of  that  little  confidence  I 
put  in  them.  I  do  not  know  indeed  bat 
they  may  now  find  an  excuse  for  their 
breach  of  promise  in  this  respect;  for  I 
must  grant  that  what  they  now  ask  for  in 
not  property  a  Vote  of  Credit,  it  is  an  ab- 
solute surrender  of  all  we  have  in  the 
world.  This,  indeed,  is  Ia}ing  the  ax  to 
the  root  of  the  tree,  and  may  prevent  our 
being  ever  troubled  with  any  demands  .*for 
the  future  :  but  as  this  is  an  affair  oCthe 
greatest  consequence  to  the  whole  nation, 
as  well  as  to  the  gentlemen  now  in  this 
House,  I  hope  some  longer  time,  will  be 
given  to  gentlemen  to  consider  of  such  an 
extraordinary  demand,  before  they  be 
obliged  to  determine  what  they  are  to  do ; 
for  if  they  once  agree  to  sucn  a  grant,  it 
may  be  generously  and  voluntarily  restored, 
but  it  will  never  be  in  their  power  to  re- 
sume it. — When  we  come  to  take  the  Mes- 
sage into  our  consideration,  I  don't  doubt. 
Sir,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
brought  it  will  not  only  give  us'  the  rea- 
sons, why  it  became  necessary  for  his  Ma- 
jesty to  send  us  such  a  Message,  but  why  it 
was  so  long  in  being  sent ;  therefore  I  shall 
not  till  then  so  much  suspect  his  candour^ 
as  to  think  there  was  any  unfair  design  in 
delaying  it  till  so  many  gentlemen  are  gone 
into  the  country  :  but  as  it  has  been  so 
long  delayed,  I  hope  some  few  days  will 
be  granted  before  we  take  it  into  consider- 
ation, that  some  of  those  gentlemen  may 
have  time  to  return :  I  shall  net  pretend  to 
name  any  day ;  but  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman will  be  so  good  as  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  I  doubt  not  of  some  other 
gentleman's  rising  up  to  propose  some 
more  distant  day. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied : 

Sir ;  I  have  not  forgot  what  passed  in 
this  House  the  first  day  of  the  session :  I 
remember  that  some  gentlemen  did  then 
take  exceptions  to  some  expressions  in  the 
Address  proposed,  as  if  a  promise  of  a 
vote  of  credit  was  couched  under  these 
expressions:  and  upon  that  occasion  I 
might  for  once  take  the  liberty  to  assure 
the  House,  that  no  such  use  should  be 
made,  or  was  intended  to  be  made,  of  any 
expression  then  proposed  to  be  put  into 
our  Address.  This,  I  remember,  was  what 
I  said,  and  I  said  no  more :  nor  can  I  be- 
lieve that  anjr  more  was  said  by  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House ;  for  as  the  necessity 
of  demanding  votes  of  credit  depend  upon 
future  events,  it  would  have  been  ridiculous 
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lor  any  genUanan  to  haye  pretended  to 
have  promised,  that  no  such  thing  should 
be  desired.  As  to  the  Message  itself,  it  is 
not  now  proper  to  enter  into  the  merits  of 
it,  or  into  the  causes  which  haye  produced 
it ;  but  in  all  the  time  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  sit  in  parliament,  I  remember  no 
instance,  where  a  Message,  signed  by  the 
King,  has  not  been  next  &j  taken  into  con* 
sideration.  This  is  a  respect  which  has 
been  always  paid  to  the  crown ;  and  I  am 
sure  his  present  Majesty  has  never  done 
any  thing  to  merit  less  respect  being  paid 
by  the  parliament  to  him,  than  what  has 
been  paid  to  all  his  predecessors.  I  am 
persuaded,  when  we  come  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  the  Messa^,  there  can  be  no 
reason  found  for  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween this  and  the  former  messages  of  the 
like  nature ;  and  the  necessity  <h  sending 
it  at  this  conjuncture  wiU  be  made  fully  ap- 
pear :  thererore,  as  I  have  already  moved, 
1  hope  the  House  will  take  it  into  conside- 
ration to-morrow  morning. 

Sir  William  JVi/ndham  s^oke  next: 

Sir ;  I  must  own  my  sur{H*ise  is  as  great 
as  my  worthy  friends,  thai  a  Message  of 
this  nature  snoold  be  sent  to  this  House  so 
near  the  close  of  this  sesnon ;  for  whatever 

Sromises  were  or  were  not  made  the  first 
ay  of  the  session,  I  am  very  sure  most  gen^- 
tiemen  expected  that  every  thing  of  con- 
sequence had  b^n  over  long  bSbre  this 
time ;  and  upon  this  general  presumption, 
m  great  many  gentlemen,  who  have  not  tiie 
honour  to  oe  let  into  ministerial  secrets, 
are  gone  into  the  country ;  it  being  at  pre- 
sent more  necessary,  perhaps,  than  usual, 
for  such  gentlemen  to  return  to  their  re- 
spective countries,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  bought  and  jobbed  out  of  that  natural 
interest  by  which  only  they  can  expect  to 
enjoy  the  hmiour  of  representing  iheic 
country  in  parliament.  But  however  ne- 
cessary their  presence  may  be  at  this  time, 
et  if  time  be  allowed  them,  I  doubt  not 
ut  most  of  them  will  think  it  tlieir  duty  to 
return  to  the  service  of  their  country  in 
this  Hduse,  when  they  hear  that  a  matter 
of  so  very  great  importance  is  to  come 
before  us ;  it  is,  I  think,  Sir,  a  matter  of 
the  liighest  importance ;  it  is,  as  my  worthy 
friend  called  it,  an  absolute  surrender  of 
our  All,  a  surrender  of  the  rights,  and  a 
delegatingthe  power  of  parliament  to  the 
crown.  This  absolute  power,  it  is  true,  is 
now  demanded  but  till  next  session  of  par- 
liament; but  if  it  were  not  for  the  great 
confidence  I  rq>ose  in  his  present  Majesty, 
2 
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I  should  be  much  afraid  the  next  sessaon 
would  never  be  allowed  to  mee^  wakm^ 
upon  the  new  election  a  majority  of  the 
members  should  appear  to  be  such  m- 
would  be  ready  to  confirm,  or  to  reneiP 
that  surrender.^ — The  lumourable  gentle-- 
man  on  the  floor  has  told  us,  that  it  haa 
always  been  usual  to  shew  so  much  respect 
to  the  crown,  as  to  take  such  messages  a» 
the  present  into  our  consideration  the  v&ryi 
next  day,  and  that  he  remembers  no  isK 
stance  to  the  contrary.  It  is  true,  Sir» 
smce  I  have  sat  in  parhament,  I  remember 
many,  but  too  many,  mess^es  something 
of  this  nature ;  axMl  I  believe  they  have 
always  been  taken  into  consideration  the 
next  day;  but  that  did  not  proceed  sa 
much  from  the  respect  we  owe  to  the 
crown,  as  from  the  cause  of  sending  the 
message :  There  never  was  a  message  of 
this  kmd  sent  from  the  crown,  but  when 
the  nation  was  threatened  with  some  such 
thm^  as  an  immediate  invasion  or  insur- 
rection, which  in  the  body  of  the  message 
was  expressed  to  be  the  reason  or  cause  of 
sendinff  audi  a  message;  and  as  in  suck 
cases  &e  near  approach  of  the  danger  re- 
quired the  immemate  oxtceiting  of  propel 
measures  to  prevent  it,  we  may  su^oae 
this  was  the  cnief  reason  of  their  being  sa 
immediately  taken  into  consideration  bj 
this  House.  But  as  we  are  generally  ap^ 
to  improve  imon  bad  precedents,  I  will  be 
bold  to  say,  there  never  was  such  a  messi^pe 
sent  to  parliament  as  the  present,  eitter 
with  respect  to  its  nature,  to  the  reason  of 
sending  it,  or  to  the  time  of  its  being  sent. 
Bj  no  message  that  was  ever  sent  to  par* 
liament,  was  there  an  absolute  and  un- 
limited power  demanded  by  the  crown  ; 
which  to  every  g^itleman  must  appear,  at 
first  sij^t,  to  l^  the  demand  now  made 
upon  us :  there  was  never  such  a  message 
sent  to  pariiameiit,  but  what  infoitned  ua 
c^  some  immediate  danger  impending,  and 
just  ready  to  ML  upon  the  nation.  By  the 
present  message  we  are  told  of  no  such, 
thing;  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  such  thing 
can  be  pretended:  and  I  remember  no 
instance  of  a  message  any  way  resembling 
this,  that  ever  was  sent  to  this  House  the 
very  exkd  of  a  session,  and  that  session  the 
last  of  a  parliament. — I  cannot  indeed,  Sir» 
form^  to  myself  a  reason  why  any  such  mes- 
sage should  have  been  at  all  sent;  and 
much  less  can  I  form  a  reason  why  it. 
should  liave  been  sent  at  such  a  remarkable 
time ;  therefore  I  must  think,  that  eentle- 
men  will  certamiy  expect  to  be  informed 
by  those  who  are  able  to  inform  them^ 
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wlmt  neoeflBky  there  was  ibr  thi$  message, 
«ad  ftom  what  sudden,  and,  till  now,  un- 
ibreaeen  change  in  our  affiurs  the  sending 
•of  such  a  message  has  now  become  more 
xiecessary,  than  it  was  at  any  time  during 
tlie  former  part  of  ^  session :  but  what- 
ev*er  may  be  tdd  us  as  to  this  particular, 
considering  almost  that  one  half  of  the 
House  are,  for  reasons  we  all  know,  retired 
to  the  cotmtrj,  in  decency,  I  thmk,  and 
out  of  regard  to  our  0¥m  proceedings,  as 
wdl  as  out  of  respect  to  the  crown ;  ni^t- 
ever  is  to  be  4lone  in  consequence  of  this 
message,  ought  to  be  done  in  a  full  House. 
Wheuer  you  should  order  a  call,  or  which 
may  be  a  shorter  and  more  effectual  me- 
thod, direct  letters  to  the  sherifi,  I  shall 
leave  to  gentlemen  to  determine ;  but  one 
of  the  two  ought  certainly  to  be  done,  un- 
less the  honourable  gentleman  idio  brou^ 
US  the  message,  wifi  rise  up  and  infom  us 
of  some  imminent  danger  we  are  now 
ilureatened  with :  and,  even  in  that  case,  I 
think  some  few  days  ought  to  be  allowed, 
^«t  diose  gentlemen,  at  least,  who  are  at 
JM  great  dStance,  may  iM^etime  to  come 
up,  and  attend  iJie  service  of  the  House 
«^pon  dus  inipoi'tam  occasion;  otherwise 
ft  wHl  look  like  stealing  a  resolution  of  the 
fiouie,  when  gei^lamen's  backs  are 
tamed;  which,  1  am  sure,  can  testify  no 
flS^reroect  to  the  crown.  Sir,  if  we  are 
really  threatened  with  any  immediate 
sbmger^  I  shall  propose  t^  taking  of  thk 
gacssageipto  oorconsideration  on  Monday 
or  Tnesdav  next ;  igad  I  am  sure,  let  tlie 
oeceni^  lie  never  so  pressing,  let  the 
^bnger  be  never  so  great,  so  sh^  a  delay 
<:an  be  attended  with  no  great  inconve- 
nience ;  and  whatever  resohition  you  may 
jcome  to,  it  will  carry  the  greater  weight, 
mud  will  be  tiie  more  e&etual  fiur  obviating 
tny  Impending  dai^er* 

Sir  William  Yange  answered : 

Sir;  I  remember  no  promises  or  assur- 
ances given  the  first  my  of  the  session, 
Ji»ther  than  those  which  the  honourable 
^ntleman  by  me  has  fully  and  rightly 
jstatedto  you;  and  as  no  gentleman  has 
drawn  or  I  believe  will  draw  any  argu- 
wmeat  in  &vour  of  the  present  ques- 
tton,  from  any  words  or  esepressions  in 
the  address  dien  agreed  to,  I  do  not  think 
tihat  either  the  promises  Uien'made,  or 
ihe  assurances  then  given,  can  have  any 
vdation  to  dae  present  debate.  But  sfien- 
tkmen  are  very  apt,  I  find,  to  wander  mm 
the  affiur  in  Imnd :  and  in  particular,  the 
^gwitteman  who  spoke  last»  hae 


entered  a  good  deal  into  the  merits  of  the 
question,  which  I  cannot  think  either 
proper  or  necessary  at  present ;  for,  in  my 
opinion,  all  that  is  now  before  us,  is,  wfae^ 
ther.  we  should  take  the  message  into  our 
consideration  to-morrow,  or  put  it  off  for  a 
longer  day;  and  therefore  I  shall  confine 
myself  entirely  to  this,  without  andcipat 
log  your  future  debate  with  rdati(m 
to  the  message  itself.  As  to  the  question 
now  before  us,  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  owns,  that  he  knows  of  no 
message  firom  the  crown  that  was  ever  sei^ 
to  parliament,  but  was  next  day  taken 
into  consideration ;  and  by  this,  I  really 
think  he  seems  to  eive  vnp  the  question; 
but  then  he  has  en&avour^  to  make  a 
distinction  between  this  message  and  those 
formerly  sent  by  the  crown  to  parliament ; 
whether  any  such  distinction  can  be  made  or 
not,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  question  that  can- 
not be  resolved  till  we  cdme  to  take  themes^ 
sage  into  our  consideration ;  and  then,  I  bo- 
lieve  every  gentleman  in  thisHouse  will  see 
that  there  is  no  material  difference  between 
this  and  former  messages  of  the  like  nature. 
As  to  the  time  of  sending  this  message,  it 
is  certain  that  die  crown  never  does  send 
such  messages,  but  when  some  exigency 
of  affurs,  in  a  manner  forces  them  to  do 
so.  It  »  always  th^  necessities  c^  state 
diat  obliges  die  crown  to  ask  for  any  ex^ 
traordinary  powers  from  parliament ;  and 
whether  the  necessity  for  asking  for  such 
powers  fiills  out  early  or  late  in  a  sessibn^ 
or  in  the  first  or  last  session  of  a  parlio* 
raent,  seems  not  material.  It  is  by  the 
necessity  diere  is  for  granting  such  pow* 
ers,  that  gentkmen  are  to  be  induced  te 
grant  the  powers  demanded,  and  not  by 
any  consideration  as  to  the  time  of  making 
the  demand:  and  as  it  cannot  appear  to 
us,  whether  the  necessity  for  granting  what 
is  now  asked  for  be  urgent  or  not,  tiU  we 
have  taken  the  message  into  consideration^ 
as  it  cannot  till  then  appear  whether  thf 
^ortest  deli^  may  not  be  attended  wrA 
^reat  inconveniendes,  therefore  the  sooner 
it  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  better ; 
for  which  reason  I  must  think,  that  the 
motion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
near  me,  for  taking  it  into  consideration 
to-morrow  morning,  is  a  proper  and  a 
right  motion:  and  whoever  has  a  mind  to 
^w  us  the  cmitrary,  will,  I  hope,  confine 
himself  to  that  only,  without  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  quesdon. 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  next : 

Sff;    The  honourabfe  gentleman  who 
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spoke  last,  has  been  pleased  to  find  fault 
witJi  my  wortliy  friend  by  me,  for  entering, 
98  he  called  it,  into  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  tJiat  gentleman  ought  to  con- 
sider, that  there  is  a  very  great  difference 
between  speaking  to  the  nature  of  a  ques- 
tion, and  entering  into  tiie  merits  of  it. 
My  worthy  friend  spoke,  indeed,  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  message  now  before  us ;  and 
I  would  gladly  know,  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  over  the  way,  or  any  other,  how 
it  is  possible  to  speak  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  necessity  of  its  being  taken 
mto  consideration  to-morrow,  without  ex- 
plaining a  little  the  nature  of  what  is  to 
be  takeD  into  consideration ;  but  no  gen- 
tleman has  as  yet  entered  into  the  merits  of 
the  message,  which  I  take  to  be,  whether 
it  ought  to  be  complied  with  or  not  ?  I 
hope  neither  the  honourable  gentleman, 
•nor  any  otlier  gentleman,  will  lay  it  down 
«s  an  infallible  and  unalterable  rule,  that 
this  House  is  to  take  every  message  imme- 
y  diately  into  their  consideration  that  may 
be  hereafter  brought  from  the  crown ;  •  and 
if  we  have  any  liberty  in  this  respect,  surely 
we  must  examine  a  little  into  the  nature  of 
the  message  sent  us,  in  order  to  determine, 
whether  we  are  immediately  to  take  the 
message  into  our  consideration,  or  defer  it 
to  a  longer  day.  If  upon  the  face  of  the 
messaffe  it  had  appeared,  if  his  Majesty 
had  thereby  so  much  as  insinuated,  that 
the  nation  had  been  in  any  immediate  dan- 
gers, I  should  have  readily  agreed  to  the 
motion  now  made  to  us ;  but  as  no  such 
thing  is  insinuated,  nor  can,  I  believe,  be 
supposed,  I  cannot  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  our  entering  so  immediately 
into  the  consideration  of  a  question  of  so 
ffreat  unportance:  it  noay  perhaps  be  the 
uist  question  that  can  ever  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  a  legal  and  fVee  parlia- 
ment of  Great-britain ;  therefore,- 1  think 
it  extremely  reasonable  to  give  a  few  days 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  here  to  con- 
sider of  it,  and  that  those  who  are  absent, 
at  least  such  as  are  near  the  town,  may 
hare  time  to  return. 

Lord  Coleraine  spoke  as  follows ; 

Sir ;  Though  a  just  sense  of  my  inability 
to  speak  my  mind  here,  in  a  manner  wor- 
thy the  attention  of  this  august  assembly, 
and  becoming  the  character  of  a  member 
thereof,  heiglitened  with  the  great  awe  that 
strikes  me  on  every  such  attempt,  has  ge- 
nerally obliged  me  to  bury  in  snence  such 
thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me  in  the 
sereraji  weighty  debates  at  which  J  have 


had  the  honour  to  assist,  during,  the  most 
part  of  this  present  Parliament ;  and  con- 
tent  mjTseu  with  attending  to  those  that 
have  expressed  their  own  sentiments  f  some- 
times not  di&rent  from  mine)  witn  that 
becoming  freedom  and  copiousness,  that 
engaging  propriety  and  eloquence,  to  which 
I  dare  not  aspire ;  yet  my  disinterested 
lov^  to  my  country,  and  a  due  regan^  to 
the  great  trust  reposed  in  every  one  of  us^ 
will  not  permit  me  to  be  always  confined 
within  the  safer  limits  of  a  sunple  new- 
tive  or  affirmative. — When  we  were  called 
upon  from  the  throne  at  the  opening  of 
this  session,  to  grants  in  regard  or  a  distant 
war,  larger  supplies  than  have  perhaps 
ever  been  known  in  time  of  peace,  when 
on  the  seemmg  assurance  so  early  given 
us  by  an  honourable  and  knowing  gentle- 
man principally  employed  in  the  conduct 
of  afrairs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  we 
proceeded  with  suchtlispatch  in  providing 
for  the  public  service  recommended  to  our 
care,  as  to  obtain,  after  little  more  than 
two  months  sitting  (what  must  be  ever 
grateful  to  every  member  of  this  House) 
his  Majesty's  thankful  acknowledgments 
of  our  approved  zeal  and  dutiful  affection : 
then  I  say  (and  I  believe  I  speak  the  sense 
of  many)  tliis  expiring  Paniament  could 
have  expected  any  thing  as  soon  as  to  re- 
ceive the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  thanks 
accompanied  (if  not  alloyed)  with  a  desire 
that  we  would,  with  our  lastpublicbreath, 
subject  our  countrymen  to  further  unli- 
mited, and  perhaps  unnecessary  burthens^ 
by  delegating  a  power  we  are  quickly  to 
resign  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  wnich 
may  be  advised  by  its  ministers  to  use  it 
further  than  we  could  think  it  necessary 
or  reasonable  to  do. — Thus  we  may  indeed 
pay  a  compliment,  not  only  to  the  crown 
and  its  minister,  but  even  to  their  fiivourite 
embryo,  the  next  a^roaching  Parliament, 
By  making  ourselves  answerable  for  the 
burthen  of  those  forces,  that  may  thus  be 
raised,  when  we  shall  have  no  authori^,  as 
well  as  the  ample  supplies  we  granted 
while  we  had.  but  I  cannot  think  this 
would  be  a  just  return  to  our  electors,  or  a 
kind  legacy  to  the  rest  of  our  fellow-sub- 
jects. Nay,  it  appears  to  me  a  very  me- 
lancholy prospert,  to  look  upon  this  nation 
as  left  still  exposed  to  any  such  desperate 
attempts  as  may  hazard  our  safety,  when 
such  supplies  have  been  already  voted  and 
pr6vided  for,  when  the  war  is  seated  so  far 
ii*om  us,  our  properest  allies  so  much  more 
immediately  concerned  in  it^  and  the  next 
Parliament  in  so  great  a  £)rwardneBa  taba . 
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elected  and  convened,  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jesty to  make  such  further  augmentations 
by  sea  and  land,  as  may  become  necessary 
for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his  king- 
doms.— ^I  well  remember,  that  when  some 
gentlemen  proposed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  humbly  to  address  his  Majesty 
to  let  us  know  how  Helt  his  good  offices  had 
proceeded  with  one  or  other  of  the  con- 
tending powers,  and  what  engagements,  if 
any,  haa  been  entered  into  on  his  part : 
that  enquiry  was  opposed,  and  we  were 
given  to  believe  that  little  or  nothing  had 
been  engaged ;  but  now  we  are  told  of  en- 
gagements in  honour  and  justice  to  be  ful- 
mled,  as  well  as  others  in  prudence  to  be 
contracted.  But  I'  would  yet  hope,  that 
without  this  extraordinary  vote  his  Majes- 
ty's endeavours  to  procure  an  happy  ac- 
commodation may  be  successful ;  and  that 
4he  rather,  because  we  are  again  told,  that 
they  are  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  his 
ally ;  and  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  our 
most  natural,  necessary,  and  interested 
dly  against  a  powerful  kingdom  near  us, 
JM  engaged,  or  willing  to  engage  in  behalf 
of  their  great  neighbour,  who  they  are  said 
to  have  declared  too  hastily  engaged  in  the 
^{uarreL  I  think  we  ought  not  in  prudence 
to  be  before-hand  wiui  that  neighboiur- 
state  on  this  occasion,  lest  unawares  we 
become  principals  in  a  bloody  and  expen- 
sive war,  while  they  that  are  more  imme- 
i&itely  concerned,  enjoy  an  increase  of 
commerce,  and  wait  the  fniits  of  our  blood 
and  treasure. — For  these  reasons,  I  am 
against  extending  our  own  power  beyond 
its  just  duration,  and  invading  the  rights  of 
^'Succeeding  Parliament. 

Mr.  Plumer  stood  up,  and  said : 

Sir ;  I  shall  always  be  as  ready  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  to  concur  on  all 
occasions  in  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
ctown  in  a  proper  manner,  and  wheA  it 
vhall  appear  necessary ;  but  as  the  powers 
now  demanded  are  of  a  most  extraordinary 
nature,  as  the  granting  of  them  wUl  cer- 
tainly be  a  giving  up  in  a  great  measure 
the  power  of  Parliament  for  a  time ;  if  we 
are  to  make  such  a  grant,  I  think  it  ought 
not  to  be  precipitantly  made.  It  ought  to 
be 'done  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  in 
as  full  a  House,  as  can  possibly^be  had. — 
As  to  the  respect  we  ought  to  shew  to  the 
crown,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  .pre- 
sent question :  our  respect  to  the  crown. 
Sir,-  nas  nothing  to  do  with  this  message, 
or  any  message  that  can  come  from  die 
£TOwd;  for  mni^  they  bear  the  King's 


name,  yet,  when  we  come  to  consider  them, 
we  are  to  look  upon  them  as  coming  from 
the  mmisters,  and  we  may  treat  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  we  think  they  deserve, 
without  incroaching  in  the  least  upon  that 
respect  we  owe  to  the  crown.  Are  we  to 
be  told,  that,  out  of  respect  to  the  crown, 
we  must  always  take  such  messages  imme- 
diately into  our  consideration  ?  Sir,  if  this" 
doctrme  should  prevail,  we  shaU  next  be 
told,  that,  out  of  respect  to  the  crown  we 
ou^t  always  to  comply  with  such  mes- 
sages ;  and  then  it  will  be  in  the  power  of 
the  ministers  to  advise  the  crown  to  send 
such  messages,  as  may  be  very  dishonoura- 
ble for  the  Parliament  to  comply  with,  nay, 
inconsistent  with  the  real  interest  of  the 
crown,  however  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  ministers  at  the  time. — By  the 
taw  of  England,  Sir,  we  know,  that  when  a 
man  is  dying  and  about  to  make  his  will, 
if  any  real  estate  is  therd[)y  to  be  devised, 
the  will  must  be  made  before  three  wit- 
nesses, which  is  a  greater  number  than  it 
necessary  upon  any  other  occasion:  wc 
are.  Sir,  a  dymg  Parliament,  and  the  crown 
now  desires  we  should  make  our  will,  and 
leave  them  by  way  of  legacy  all  we  have  in 
the  world.  If  we  are  to  do  so,  I  think  we 
ought  to  call,  at  least  as  many  witnesses, 
as  are  usual  upon  most  other  occasions ; 
and  therefore  we  ought*  to  delay  the  con- 
sideration of  this  message,  till  the  absent 
members  have  time  to  retum. 

The  question  beine  then  put,  on  sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole's  motion,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative,  by  211  to  121. 

March  29.  The  above  Message  front 
the  King  being  taken  into  consideration ; 

Sir  Robert  Walpoie  stood  up,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Sir ;  As  I  had  the  honour,  to  bring  his 
Majesty's  most  gracious  Message  to  thif 
House,  and  likewise  to  move  for  your 
taking  it  this  day  under  your  consideration, 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  offer  what  I 
judge  to  be  proper,  advisable,  and  even 
becoming  this  House  to  do  «rf)on  it  The 
manner.  Sir,  in  which  his  Majesty's  speech 
was  conceived,  the  difference  that  was  ob- 
servable in  it  from  former  speeches,  the 
notice  thereby  given  by  his  Majesty  to  par- 
liament of  the  situation  of  afi^rs  abroad, 
miist  have  made  every  gentleman  who 
heard  it  expect,  that  something  of  this  na- 
ture might  possibly  come  before  you  some 
time  this  session.  His  Majesty  in  that 
speech  told  us,  that  the  war  which  had 
begun    in  Europe  still  continued;   and 
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tbougji  ^  Majesty  then  dedfUfed  that  he 
had  no  purt,  except  by  hk  gONod  offioes,  in 
tiiose  traoiaotioasy  which  had  been  de- 
dared  to  be  the  principal  cauaes  and  mo« 
lives  of  the  war,  yet,  loeliere,  there  wias 
net  a  ffeatleman  in  the  House  but  sup- 
posed Uiat  his  Majesty  miffht  poss&ly  be 
obliged  to  take  a  snare  in  the  war,  in  order 
to  prevent  too  much  power's  being  thrown 
into  one  scale,  wherebgr  the  biuance  of 
power  in  Europe  would  be  overturned^ 
and  consequently  every  genUeman  nnist 
iMive  expected  such  a  message  as  diis,  in 
case  the  tranquillity  c^  £ur^>e  could  not 
by  way  of  n^otiation  be  restored  before 
tne  end  of  this  session. 

When  ^ntlemen  expect,  Sir,  to  hear 
seasons  ^ven  why  this  message  comes 
BOW,  ana  was  not  brought  sooner,  and 
•eem  to  innntfate,  as  if  this  must  proceed 
from  some  sudden  and  unforeseen  change 
of  affiurs,  all  I  caa  answer  is,  that  we  are 
now  in  the  same  situation  we  were  in  at 
the  opening  of  the  session ;  some  little  va- 
riation may  perhaps  have  happened,  but 
«mr  drcumstances  are  in  general  the  same, 
and  their  remaining  so  is,  in  mj  poor  opi- 
nion, a  sufficient  reason  for  his  M^estjr'a 
mddng  this  application  to  his  pariiamentt 
9Bdfor  our  comins  to  such  a  resolution  «• 
I  shall  by  and  by  have  the  honMVto  move 
iko  you.  If  any  extraoidinary  diange  had 
happened  in  the  affiurs  of  Eunme,  or  with 
respect  to  our  own  particular  circum- 
stances, duriaif  the  continoance  of  the 
■ession,  hw  Majesty  could  inmiediately, 
and  without  any  delay,  have  applied  to  ma 
parliament  for  what  was  propa*  to  be  done 
upon  audi  an  occasion ;  but  as  the  war 
anil  continues,  no  man  can  pretend  to  fore- 
see what  chfluff  es  may  soon  happen,  or 
bow  soon  his  A&jesty,  m  conjunction  with 
Us  allies,  maybe  obugedto  give  assistance 
where  tlU  interest  of  this  nation,  and  the 
preservation  of  theiiberttes  of  Europe  may 
caHinamediatdyforit;  And  as  this  session 
of  parliament  is  drawing  towards  a  dose, 
as  this  parliament  may  probably  be  soon 
dissolveo,  his  Mi^esty  wdl  not  dien  have 
die  opportunity  of  applying  immediately 
to  hispadiament  for  what  may  a|^pear  to 
be  necessary  for  the  defeice  of  the  nation, 
in  case  any  change  should  hi^»pen  dnrhi^ 
the  interval  of  parliament,  which  makes  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  fiimish  }iis  Mm- 

Sty  with  such  powers  as  are  now  aaked 
^  befofe  this  session  break  im;  and  the 
fiunishing  him  now  with  suca  a  pow«r, 
tasnotbelntbe  least  inor#  iaconvuaieiit 


for  the  nitten  than  it  would  have  been  al 
the  beginning  of  thesession. 

Ever  ainco  the  beginning  of  this  session* 
his  Mi^es^  in  ooniunction  with  other 
[KMvers,  haabe^a  anoeavburing  by  nego- 
tiation to  recottdle  the  jarring  interests  of 
the  several  powers  now  at  war,  and  to  re- 
store the  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  if  theae 
negotiations  had  sucoaeded,  th^re  would 
have  been  no  occasion  for  this  message, 
there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  put- 
tins  this  nation  to  any  additional  expence ; 
ana  thou^  these  negotiations  have  not 
yet  had  the  desired  eiect.  Vet  his  Ma- 
jesty's proposals  are  not  altogether  re- 
jected, which  makes  it  still  unnecessary  to- 
put  the  natiim  to  any  immediate  ^qpenoe; 
This  shews  his  Majesty's  tender  care  i«»r 
his  people,  as  well  as  the  wisdom  and  ia- 
te^ty  of  those  he  is  pleased  to  adviae 
with  upon  such  occasions :  It  shews  how 
unwilling  he  is  to  put  the  nation  to  aaj 
extraor£nary  expence,  as  long  as  it  csak 
poss3)ly  be  avoided ;  but  the  great  con- 
cern his  Mi^esty  has  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  his  Profile,  and  the  uncertainty  in 
which  the  aSbirs  d  Europe  still  continue, 
lay  his  Majesty  under  a  necessity  of  tfaoa 
deakriskf  his  pariiament  to  strengthen  hia 
hands  in  such  a  mamer,  a^  that  he  may  be 
able  to  provide  against  any  the  most  dia- 
tantdangers,  with  which  thk  nation  maf 
happen  to  be  threatened,  after  the  end  of 
this,  and  before  the  meeting  of  a  new  par- 
liament. 

If  gentlemen  will  butconsider  the  prc« 
sent  circumstances  of  Europe  in  geaeral, 
and  of  that  nation  in  particular,  from  the 
situation  of  whose  country  we  must  always 
have  most  to  foar,  I  believe  the  necessity 
of  the  motion  I  am  to  make  will  pretty  evi- 
dently appear.  Fhmce  has  now  a  laige 
fleet  assembled  in  oneof  tiiose  ports  iMA 
lie  nearest  to  this  island:  The  ships  are  ail 
fitted  out,  and  ahnost  ready  to  put  to  seat 
Mod  there  ^re,  m  we  are  told,several  thoii- 
sandttien  ready  Co  be  shipt  on  board  that 
fleet.  Ibdieve,  Sir,  there  isnothiag  de- 
signed against  us ;  but  when  we  know  that 
a  large  squadron  of  French  men  of  war» 
with  an  army  of  six  or  eight  thousand 
veteran  troops,  is  to  pass  through  te 
British  chamid,  I  shoula  think  one  in  the 
station  in  which  I  have  the  honour  so  iin-» 
worthily  to  serve  the  crown,  did  his  duty 
but  very  ill,  if  imon  such  an  occasion  he 
dsd  not  advise  the  taking  of  all  neoessMy 
care,  for  putting  the  nation  m  a  proper 
posture  of  de&nce. 

Irepeatiti^gain,Sir,Ido  tiaoeretyba- 
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Vfgve  that  the  nadoB  it  in  gafety^but  t  dp 
Bot  desire  that  the  safety  of  the  natioo 
should  entirely  depend  on  my  belief;  I 
have,  I  think,  gooa  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  French  sqittdron  is  designed  dsewhere; 
biitif  from  new  counsels,  from  any  jealousy 
gveondlesdiy  coocetred,  or  any  sudden 
change  in  their  measures,  that  squadron 
ahould  come  this  way,  I  mast  say,  that  in 
our  present  situation  I  do  not  know  whait 
the  consequence  might  be ;  and  therefore 
I  must  think,  that  those  who  have  the  ho- 
nour to  s^vise  the  king,  hove;  done  their 
duly  in  advising  him  to  make  ^us  apf^ica* 
tion  to  parliament.  Though  we  are  not 
yet  engaged  in  the  war,  thou^  no  power 
m  Eun^hasyetopenly  declared  i^ainst 
us,  yet  the  present  circumstances  of  Eu*^ 
rape  are  such,  the  present  circumstances 
erthis  nation  are  such,  that,  I  beUeve,  I 
■li^t  leave  the  question  to  rest  wholly 
upon  them;  and  I  am  convinced  that  no 
gentleman,  whoconsiders  them  impartially, 
can  refiise  agreeing  to  what  his  Majes^ 
has,  by  his  most  gracious  message,  deored. 

Hmb  Majesty  is  not  willing  to  alarm  any 
ineign  power,  by  making  an  unnecessary 
angmentatiott  ot  his  forces  either  by  sea 
er  land ;  but  he  desires  to  have  a  power 
at  least  of  providing  against  any  unpro- 
vi^d  insults :  he  is  resolved  not  to  put 
die  nation  to  any  unnecessaiy  expence  ; 
but  he  desires  not  to  give  them  a  mean 
cpinion  of  this  nation,  by  our  not  putting 
•urselves  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  Me 
to  perform  all  onr  engagements  to  diem. 
This  is  aH  the  power  Us  Majesty  asks  for, 
and  this  power,  we  mav  depend  on  it, 
wiU  not  be  wantonly  usedC  or  used  at  all, 
mless  the  necessi^  of  our  affidrs  require 
it.  From  the  whole  of  his  Majesty's  past 
ooodoct,  from  the  conduct  of  diose  who 
lure  the  honour  to  advise  him,  we  may  ex- 
pect, that  a  backwardness,  ra^er  tlum  a 
fSirwardness,willbe  shewed  in  putting  the 
nation  to  any  expence,  or  engaging  it  in 
any  unnecessary  broils. 

His  Majesty,  Sir,  denres  only  a  power 
of  providing  what  may  appear  to  be  i^ 
8<^tely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  die 
nation,  during  the  interval  of  Parliament, 
wiien  he  cannot  have  their  advice  or  assbt- 
ance;  with  this  assurance,  that  every 
tiling  that  shall  be  done  in  pursuance  of 
dbat  power,  shall  be  laid  before  next  Par- 
liament for  their  approbation :  to  them,  he 
promises,  that  afw  account  shall  be  ren- 
dered of  the  temporary  trust  reposed  in 
the  crown.  What  danger  then  can  there 
beai  gianting  tbe  power  now  asked  for? 


Can  ft  b#  pMstuned,  that  an^  ministeri 
will  dare  to  make^  or  advise  lus  Majesty 
tomakeabad  me  of  it,  when  ao  strict  aa 
account  must  be  renderad  to  next  Pariia** 
ment,ofeverf  ttiethat  sImII  be  made  of 
it  ?  Yet  this  is  what  genti^men  hmm  beea 
pleased  to  call  a  surrendering  the  ri^ts^ 
a  delegating  the  power  of  Parliament  to 
the  crown,  and  ktymg  the  ax  to  the  root  of 
the  tree.  They  lumre  likewise  been  pleased 
to  insinuate,  as  tf  it  were  the  servants  of 
the  crown  tibat  desired  to  have  more  power 
granted  to  them.  Sir»  as  lam  one  of  the 
servants  of  the  crown,  I  can  answer  for 
myself,  that  I  denre  no  power  ;  I  know 
tlie  danger  too  well  of  making  use  of  any 
power,  but  that  which  has  the  sanction  of 
Parliament ;  and  whenever  I  am  entrualad 
wkh  any  such  power,  I  shall  always  be 
readv  to  account  to  Parliament  for  t£e  use 
I  make  of  it. 

It  ia  true.  Sir,  the  powem  now  asked 
for  may  occasion  a  furtner  expence  to  this 
natiim;  'but  whatever  expence  may,  in 
pursuance  of  such  powers,  be  incurred^ 
does  not  his  Mi^estv,  in  the  message  now 
before  us,  promise  tlmt  it  shall  be  fully  and 
particularly  accounted  for  to  next  Parlia^ 
ment  ?  And  if  any  part  of  diat  expence 
shall  appear  to  htnre  been  unnecevarily 
incurred,  may  we  not  expect  that  the  next 
Parliament  will  severely  punish  those  wIm* 
have  been  the  authors  of  such  unnerrnaary 
expence  ?  There  is  nothii^  contained  in 
the  message,  which  can  in  the  least  tend 
to  excuse  those  v^o  shall  dare  to  give* 
such  widced  counsel  to  his  Mues^ ;  and 
in  themodoni  am  to  make,.  I  Mall  endeftt 
vour  to  express  m3rself  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  obviate  any  elvjecdon  that  can  be 
made  upon  that  account.  His  Mijestjr 
desires  only  a  power  to  make  suchlurdiev 
augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  sett 
or  land,  as  may  be  absolutdy  necessac]^ 
for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his  kiaf* 
doma,  and  to  concert  such  measttrcaas  the 
exigencyofaffiurs  may  require;  andwhen 
we  see  nis  Majesty  exf^ressing  himsslf  so 
c»udously  in  the  message  li^  hat  been 
pleased  to  send  us,  can  we  suppose  thai 
any  minister  will  be  hardy  enough  to 
advise  him,  or  that  he  wMl  allow  hisimf  t» 
be  advised  to  put  die  naticm  to  any  ex« 
pence  that  shall  not  plainly  iqpptar  to  b» 
absolutely  necessary  ? 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  see  whether  the  mea» 
sage  now  bdbre  us,  or  die  powers  that  mm 
ther^y  demanded,  are  so  extumoMamrp 
or  so  unprecedented  aa  some  geatlemeft 
have  been  f^ased  to  cepreaeolr  Though 
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I  am  no  great  master  of  precedents; 
though  I  never  look  into  them  but  when  I 
have  immediate  occasion  for  them,  yet  I 
have  got  three  or  four  in  my  hand,  which 
I  take  to  be  exactly  parallel  to  the  case 
now  before  us.  In  1702,  her  late  Majesty 
queen  Anne  sent  a  message  to  this  House, 
acquainting  them  with  the  then  situation 
of  aflairs  ^road ;  and  upon  that  message 
this  House,  by  an  Address,  gave  her  Ma- 
jesty the  same  sort  of  powers  as  are  now 
asked  for.  In  1715,  his  late  Majesty  sent 
a  message  to  this  House,  acquainting 
them  of  the  danger  the  nation  was  in  from 
insurrections  atr  home,  and  likewise  from 
intended  invasions  from  abroad,  in  favour 
of  the  Pretender  ;  and  the  » very  same 
powers  now  asked  for  were  granted  by  an 
address  of  this  House  to  his  late  Majesty. 
In  1718,  during  the  Spanish  war,  that 
power  was  again  renewed  to  his  late  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  in  1725,  the  same  powers  were 
agam  given  to  the  crown,  both  in  the 
same  method :  therefore  it  cannot  be  said, 
that  what  is  now  proposed  is  either  new  or 
unprecedented.  It  is  what  has  often  been 
practised,  and  what  must  always  be  prac- 
tised, when  the  nation  happens  to,  be 
threatened  with  any  danger. 

I  am  afraid,  Sir,  I  have  already  taken 
up  too  much  of  your  time,  and  therefore  I 
•hall  now  add  no  more  ;  but  if  any  ma- 
terial objections  be  made  to  what  I  am  te 
-propose,  I  hope  that  the  House  will  ^ain 
indulge  me  to  make  such  answers  to  them 
as  I  may  then  think  (^,  or  that  some  other 
gentleman,  who  may  perhaps  be  of  the 
same  opinion  with  me,  and  better  able  to 
answer  such  objections  than  I  am,  will 
rise  up  and  do  it :  therefore  I  shall  only 
beg  leave  to  make  you  the  following  mo- 
tion ;  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  declare  the  duty  and 
fidelity  of  this  House  to  his  Majesty,  and 
the  entire  confidence  which  they  repose 
m  his  royal  care  and  endeavours,  for  the 
security  of  his  kingdoms,  and  for  restoring 
the  peace  of  Europe  ;  to  express  the  just 
•ense  they  have  of  his  Majesty's  attention 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  in  pre- 
viously taking  the  advice  and  concurrence 
€f  this  House  at  this  critical  conjuncture, 
in  order  to  make  the  necessary  provisions 
against  any  emergencies  arising  from  the 
present  posture  of  affairs  in  Europe,  espe- 
cially during  the  interval  of  Parliament ; 
to  desire  his  Majesty,  to  make  such  aug- 
mentation of  his  forces  by  sea  and  land, 
as  his  Majesty  in  his  great  wisdom  shall 
judge  nt^etearjr;  and  to  concert  such 


measures,  as  the  exigency  of  offiiirs  shall 
require  ;  Uiis  House  not  doubting,  but 
that  his  Majesty  will  find,  that  his  faithful 
Commons  will  at  all  times,  when  the  ac-< 
counts  shall  be  laid  befiire  them  of  the  ex-* 
traordinary  expences  incurred  by  his  Ma-* 
jesty  for  the  honour,  interest,  and  defence 
of  his  kingdoms,  effectually  enable  his 
Majesty  to  answer  and  make  good  the 
same. 

Mr.  Shippen  replied : 

Sir ;  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  honours 
able  gentleman  has  now  discovered  amean<* 
ing  in  his  Majesty's  Speech  at  the  opening 
of  this  session,  whicn  he  could  not,  it 
seems,  discover  th(f  first  day  of  the  session : 
he  was,  or  pretended,  at  least,  to  be  so  far 
from  discovering  at  that  time  any  such 
meaning  in  his  Majesty's  Speech  as  he  has 
now  shewn  to  us,  that  he  seemed  very 
much  surprised  any  gentleman  should  have 
the  least  apprehensions  of  such  a  meaning*. 
I,  as  well  as  several  gentlemen  round  me, 
remember  well  the  gentleman's  very  words 
upon  that  occasion  ;  I  remember,  when  I 
intimated  then  to  the  House  my  fears,  that 
some  such  thing  as  a  vote  of  credit  was 
intended,  he  said,  he  believed  no  man  ative 
but  mysdf  could  dream  of  aiw  such  thing ; 
but  now  we  are  told,  that  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's manner  of  expressing  himself  upon 
that  occasion,  every  genUeman  in  the 
House  must  have  expected^  a  demand  of 
such  a  nature  as  what  is  now  before  us  :  I 
did  indeed,  from  what  his  Majes^  said, 
expect  a  demand  for  a  vote  of  credit ;  but 
I  little  expected  that  that  demand  would 
have  been  attended  with  such  other  extra- 
ordinary demands  as  are  contained  in  the 
message  now  under  consideration. 

As  no  sufficient  time  has  been  given.  Sir, 
for  gentlemen  to  consider  of  this  extraor* 
diaary  demand  from  the  Crown,  as  no  in- 
formation has  been  given  us  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  last,  from 
whom  I  believe  every  gentleman  in  this 
House  expected  a  full  information,  with 
respect  to  the  reasons  the  crown  may  have 
for  making  such  a  demand  ;  gentlemen, 
like  me,  who  are  kept  at  a  distance  from 
the  secrets  of  the  acuninistration,  have  no 
way  left  to  judge  but  according  to  what 
appears  upon  the  face  of  the  message ; 
and  from  thence  I  must  judge,  that  the 
demand  now  made  us  is  entirely  new,  and 
very  extraordinary.  As  I  said  before,  it 
is  a  demand  for  a  total  surrender  of  all  the 
rights  of  parliament ;  for  we  are  now,  it 
seems,  to  give  the  king  a  power  of  raising 
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what  money  he  pleases  ;  we  are  to  give 
bun  a  power  of  raising  what  military  force 
he  pleases  without  consent  of  parliament : 
are  not  these  the  two  rights,  upon  which 
all  the  other  rij^ts  of  parliament  depend  ? 
Is  not  the  controul  we  nave  over  these  two 
the  only  handle  by  which  we  can,  or  dare 
vindicate  «iy  other  right  that  belongs  to 
us?  AxA  met  the  surrender  of  Uiese 
two,  can  it  be  said  that  we  have  any  right, 
or  at  least,  that  we  dare  claim  any 
right,  but  such  as  the  crown  shall  vouch- 
Sfoe  ^om  time  to  time  to  allow  us  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  bv  way 
of  introduction  to  ms  motion,  was  pleased 
to  say  a  great  deal  in  justification  of  the 
mesttige,  and  of  the  powers  thereby  de« 
manded ;  but  I  think  the  substance  of 
what  he  said  may  be  reduced  to  these 
three  heads.  That  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
grant  those  powers.  That  the  granting  of 
mich  is  neither  new  nor  unprecedented, 
and  that  they  may  with  safetv  be  granted 
to  the  crown:  every  one  of  which  proposi- 
tions I  must  deny,  and  I  think  I  nave 
good  reason  for  so  doing.  The  gentleman 
indeed  spoke  to  us  yesterday  of  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  such  a  message,  and  I  was 
in  hopes  he  would  have  this  day  endea- 
voured to  have  made  that  necessity  appear : 
but  this  is  so  for  from  being  the  case,  that, 
I  think,  he  has  rather  shewn  the  contrary. 

Whether  the  powers  now  asked  for  be 
unprecedented  or  not,  it  is  certain.  Sir, 
they  are  extraordinary,  and  therefore 
ou^it  never  to  be  granted  but  when  the 
nation  is  in  imminent  danger,  or  in  cases 
of  the  utmost  extremity;  and  for  this  rea- 
son I  did  expectwe  were  to  have  been  told 
this  day,  that  the  nation  was  immediately 
to  be  invaded  by  some  foreign  power,  or 
that  some  dangerous  plot  6ad  been  disco- 
vered ;  and  I  expect^  this  the  more,  be- 
cause the  short  time  that  w^  asked  for 
taking  this  affiur  into  our  consideration  was 
refused.  However,  now  I  find  it  is  quite 
otherwise,  the  gentleman  himself  says,  he 
believes  thenation  to  be  in  safety,  but  does 
not  desireits  safety  should  depend  on  his  be- 
lief. In  this.  Sir,  I  agree  witn  him,  I  really 
do  not  desire,  that  the  safety  of  the  nation 
should  depend  upon  lus  belief;  and  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  nappy  for  us  if  it  did  not 
depend  upon  his  administration.  Though 
at  first  he  seemed  willing  to  terrify  us 
wi$h  the  French  squadron,  yet  at  last  he 
told  us  he  believed  it  was  designed  else- 
where, but  new  counsels,  groundless  jea- 
lousies, sudden  changes  might  bring  them 
this  way.  For  God's  sake,  Sir,  are  gen^ 
IVOL.IX.] 


tlemen  sarious  when  they  ta)k  at  this  rate^ 
Are  we  to  come  into  such  extraordinary 
measures,  are  we  to  vestan  abiscdute  power 
in  the  crown,  because  fr<Hn  new  counsels, 
from  sudden  changes,  the  nation  may  be 
in  danger  ?  If  this  be  a  necessity  for  our 
agreeing  to  what  is  now  proposed,  will  not 
the  same  necessity  always  prevail?  are 
we  not  in  as  great  danger  from  new  coun^ 
sels  and  sud&n  changes,  when  our  neigh- 
bours are  all  at  peace,  as  when  they  are  alt 
engaged  in  a  bloody  war,  .and  courting  us 
either  for  our  assistance  or  for  a  neutra^ 
lity  ?  Nay,  for  this  reason,  I  think  we  aire 
now  in  greater  security  than  we  can  ever 
propose  to  be  in  time  of  the  most  profound 
tranquillity ;  and  therefore  if  we  now  agree 
to  grant  such  powers,  and  in  so  extraordi- 
nary a  method  too,  I  shall  expect  to  see 
them  demanded  from  us  every  session  of 
parliament  for  the^  future :  I  shall  never 
expect  to  see  them  refused. 

I  say.  Sir,  in  such  an  extraordinary  me- 
thod too  ;  for  suppose itcouldbealledged we 
should  probably  be  exposed  to  some  great 
danger,  in  a  month,  or  six  weeks  hence, 
which  might  make  it  necessary  to  grant 
such  powers  to  the  crown ;  yet  that  would 
be  no  reason  for  doing  it  m  such  an  ex- 
traordinary manner  :  we  would,  in  such  a 
case,  have  time  to  do  it  in  a  regular  parlia- 
mentary way,  and  wherever  that  can  be 
done,  it  ought,  without  doubt,  to  be  done* 
T];iere  can  be  no  reason,  there  can  be  no 
excuse,  for  thus  leaping  over  all  the  forma 
and  methods  of  proceeding  in  parliament, 
but  when  the  danger  is  so  near  at  hand, 
that  the  proyiding  against  it  cannot  admit 
of  such  delays.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  our  circumstances  are  much  the 
same  now  they  were  at  the  b^inning  <^ 
the  session  ;  therefore  if  we  are  now  in 
danger,  we  were  then  in  the  same  danger. 
Why  then  were  we  not  then  made  ac- 
quamted  with  it  at  that  tune  ?  If  we  had, 
we  could  have  provided  against  it  in  a  re- 
gular manner.  But  suppose  that  we  had 
then  done  it  in  this  irregular  dianner,  doea 
the  gentleman  think,  as  he  pretends,  that 
there  is  no  greater  inconvemence  in  lodg- 
ing an  unliimted  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown  at  the  begmning  of  a  session  than  at 
the  end  of  it,  or  perhaps  at  the  end  of  a 
parliament  ?  The  contrary  is  evident ; 
while  the  parliament  continues  sitting  afler 
such  a  power  granted,  they  will  never- 
theless be  a  check  upon  the  use  of  that 
power ;  they  mav  recall  it  before  it^  be 
too  late  :i  but  wnen  an  expiring  session, 
much  more  an  expiring  paruament,  grants 
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feuch  a  pow^y  It  may,  before  the  acxt  les- 
aion,  or  the  next  parliament  is  allowed  to 
meet,  be  extended  b^ond  controoL 

The  honourable  gontleman  told  us.  Sir, 
that  there  have  been  negotiations  on  foot, 
that  there  are  negodattons  on  &ot ;  it  it 
tevte^  they  have  not,  he  says^  yet  had  the 
d^red  success,  but  neither  have  thelf 
been  rejected :  That  his  Majesty  is  willing 
to  wait  the  result  of  these  negotialions, 
being  resolved  to  delay  putting  his  people 
to  any  exj^ce,  as  long  as  it  can  be  avoided. 
Upon  this  he  appliwded  his  Majes^s 
tender  care  for  his  subjects,  and  took  care 
to  assume  great  merit  to  hknself  in  ad- 
vising this  delay.  Let  us  suppose,  Sir, 
Uiis  parliament  dissolved;  suppose  these 
-negotiations  actually  rejeded;  surely  we 
cannot  suppose  any  power  in  Europe  so 
mad,  or  so  unjust  as  to  attack  his  Majesty 
fbr  endeavouring  to  reconcile  the  differences 
between  them  and  their  enemies;  and 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  i^Burs 
of  Eurc^  can  upon  the  rejecting  of  sudi 
BegotiatioBs  take  sudi  a  sudden  turn,  as 
may  mevitably  oblige  his  Mi^est^  to  de- 
clare of  one  side  or  the  other,  before  it  be 
posHble  for  the  new  parliament  to  me^: 
This,  I  say,  is  impossible  to  suppose;  andit 
is  as  impossible  to  suppose  tluU;  any  of  die 
powers  now  engaged  m  war  will  attempt  to 
mvade  or  insult  this  nation  till  his  Majesty 
has  openly  declared  again$t  thenu  The 
gentleman  says,  thi^  Uls  Majesty  has  all 
akmg  endeavoured  not  to  give  any  just 
cause  of  alarm  to  any  fore^  power,  nor 
to  disoblige  any  ally :  I  am  anaid  i  we 
disoblige  any  power  in  Europe,  we  must 
disoblige  an  ally.  However,  as  his  Ma- 
iesty  ImB,  during  the  sesiron  of  parliament, 
been  so  cautious,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  he  will  continue  to  be  as  cautious, 
during  the  interval  of  parliament :  ^So  that 
upon  the  whole,  I  must  think,  that  every 
thmgdie  honoun^le  gentlemansaid  tended 
to  prove,  that  we  are  not  at  present  under 
liie  least  necessity  of  granting  the  powers 
Remanded. 

Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  examine  the 
precedents  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
pleased  to  mention,  and  which  he  said  were 
exactly  parallel  to  the  case  m  hand.  I  do 
Bot  know,  indeed,  but  from  the  four  cases 
he  mentioned  taken  jointly  we  may  make  up 
aome  sort  of  precedent  for  the  jureaent;  but 
I  am  very  sure  that  no  one  of  them,  taken 
ieparately,  is  any  way  paraUel  to  the  pre- 
sent. Astothatml702,itisquitedi&rent 
$pom  this,  both  as  to  the  manner  of  send- 
lag  it,  as  to  the  time  of  its  being  sent,  and 
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as  to  the  powers  that  were  eidierasked  or 


-given :   As  to  the  manner  of  sending  it,  it 
f^ppears,  that  that  great  and  good  prmcesa 

rsn  Anne,  in  me  very  message  which 
sent,  acquainted  the  tlouse,  that  sh* 
had  commanded  the  several  letters  and  t^ 
p  rasentations  passed  between  her  and  the 
States  General,  upon  the  subject  matter  of 
the  message,  to  be  therewiUi  transmitted 
to  the  House*  So  &r  was  Ae  from  de- 
siring her  pariianient  to  grant,  only  because 
she  uiougnt  fit  to  ask ;  that  on  the  cosk^ 
trary  she  hud  the  whole  of  her  foreim 
transactions  before  them,  and  ther^^ 
made  them  judges  of  what  oug^  ta  W 
done  upon  that  emergency :  and  I  moat 
say.  Sir,  it  would  be  no  discredit  for  tlia 
b^t  and  wisest  of  her  successors  to  imitate 
her  royal  exanqple  in  this,  as  wdl  as  in 
most  ctt  the  other  measures  of  her  gloriont 
reign. 

Then,  as  to  the  time  df  sending  Aat 
message,  we^w^e  then  actually  engaged 
in  the  war,  and  one  ef  our  allies  was  m  the 
most  iinininent4langer  of  being  vrallowed 
up  by  our  most  inveterate  enemy;  ancne* 
my,  who  but  a  little  bdfere  had  put  tJm 
greatest  afiont  tq>an  this  nation,  by  setttng 
up  a  Pretender,  and  acknowledgiiu^  Imn  in 
the  most  public  manner  as  the  onfy  right* 
fill  king  <tf  these,  realms.  It  was  nat  uen 
said,  that  we  or  our  allies  might,  from  new 
counsels,  and  suddendbanges,be  in  danger* 
It  was  said,  it  was  not  only  said,  but  shewn 
to  the  House  in  the  most  authmtic  manner, 
that  one  of  our  allies  was  actualhrthcDLinhn* 
mmentdanger*  And fiirther,Sur, that mes* 
sage  was  not  sent  to  the  Houae  at  the  tsA 
of  a  session,  and  after  most  of  the  mendiers 
were  gone  to  the  country;  it  was  sent  in 
the  very  middle  of  the  aesuon,  md  at  n 
time  when  it  nniat  be  ai:q>posed  that  tkm 
House  was  fiiM. 

But  as  to  the  powers  tiben  demanded  at 
granted,  I  am  sunansed  to  hear  it  aaid»  that 
that  case  is  paralld  to  the  present.  Sir, 
her  Majesty  asked  no  powers;  ahe  only 
told,  and  Viewed  the  Hoitte,  what  her 
allies  desired  and  prayed ;  bat  die  did  not 
pretend  by  her  message  to  direct  the  Honaa 
what  they  were  to  do:  she  did  not  deshm 
them  to  do  any  thmg,  bij^  only  said,  sho 
doubted  not  but  mif  would  take  sndi 
measures  v^on  that  occasion,  as  m%ht  bo 
most  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  hoo 
Mi^esty^  the  safety  of  her  kin^cUasas,  and 
the  necessary  Bu|»ort  of  her  alhes:  and  lit 
consequence  of  this  what  was  done^  Thia 
House  was  very  far  from  granting  to 
bar  Mijei^  a  power  of  angmenting  hot 
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fbrcefl  boHi  by  sea  and  land,  as  much  as 
ibe  pleased :  a  power  of  raising  and  keep« 
faig  up  in  tbit  nation  as  numerous  an  arm^ 
a^  she  pleased ;  a  power  of  running  this 
nation  m  debt  as  much  as  she  plea^;  a 
power  of  entering  into»  end  condading 
wbateyer  negotiations  or  treaties  she 
should  think  proper.  No,  Sir,  they  only 
told  her,  that,  if  iief  Majesty  should  think 
H  necessary  to  enter  into  any  inrther  ne^ 
tiations  for  encreasing  the  forces  which 
were  to  act  in  conjunction  whh  the  forces 
of  the  States-General,  that  .House  would 
enable  her  Majesty  to  make  good  the 
ftune :  And  even  to  tliis  so  particular,  this 
so  much  limited  grant,  they  added  this  ex- 
press condition,  Uiat  England  should  not 
be  diarged  with  thepay  of  such  additional 
troops,  but  from  the  day  when  a  stop 
sbouid  be  made  by  the  States-General  to  all 
correspondence,  trade,  and  commerce  with 
FVance  and  Spain.  But  this  condition, 
Sir,  was  never  performed;  the  additional 
trdopsWere  taken  into  our  pay,  but  no 
Such  stop  was  ever  made  b^  the  States- 
General  :  which  shews  how  httle  we  ought 
to  depend  upon  the  conditions  annexed  to, 
or  implied  in  any  grant  we  make,  or  in  any 
power  we  give. 

As  to  the  Messages  sent  to  this  House  in 
the  years  1715  and  1718,  they  are  very 
far  from  being  precedents  for  the  present. 
At  the  time  of  the  first,  there  was  an  in- 
iorrection  in  a  manner  actually  broke  out 
and  an  invasion  expected ;  the  nation  was 
then  in  imminent  danger,  the  government 
Was  exposed  to  the  dai^r  of  being  inr- 
mediately  overturned.  Tnis  ihe  king,  in 
bis  message,  acquainted  Qie  House  of; 
and  this  was  the  reason  for  their  coming  to 
the  resolution  they  then  did ;  but  even  in 
€hat  time  a(  imminent  daneer,  this  House 
neither  was  desired,  nor  did  they  conde- 
tcend.  to  grant  to  his  late  Maj^ty,  such 
extensive  powers  as  are  now  demanded  and 
Iproposed  to  be  granted:  they  desired  his 
Mmesty,  indeed  to  augment  his  forces 
both  by  sea  and  land ;  wtiich,  considering 
the  small  number  of  regular  forces  we  had 
tben  hi  the  kingdom,  was  much  more  rea- 
Mnd[>le,  than  the  same  power  can  now  ap- 
pear to  be,  even  suppose  we  were  threaten- 
ed with  the  like  cancer ;  but  it  was  not 
-then  so  much  as  desired,  that  die  House 
«Aould  beforehand  approve  of  all  the 
negotiations  and  treaties,  which  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  rather  his  ininisters,  should 
Chink  proper  to  enter  mto,  or  to  con^ 
elude :  and  the  power  then  granted  to  his 
^fiijaity   wat    tbe  ktfs  dangetaui,   ba- 


cause  neither  the  parliament,  nor  the 
session  of  parliament,  was  then  drawing 
towards  a  close ;  but  on  the  contrary,  but 
late  Majesty  was  so  good  as  to  continue 
the  same  session  of  parliament,  till  the 
danger  tlie  nation  was  threatened  with 
was  entirely  over :  so  that  ^e  parliament 
had  at  any  time  an  opportunity,  and  cer-* 
tainly  would  have  put  a  check  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  state,  if  they,  or  any  of  them, 
had  attempted  to  have  made  a  wrong  use 
of  that  power  which  the  parliament  had 
granted  to  his  Majesty.  The  powers 
granted  in  1718,  were  granted  tor  the 
same  cause.  His  Majesty,  in  his  speech^ 
acquainted  his  parliament,  that  the  nation 
was  in  danger  of  being  invaded  by  a  fo- 
reign power ;  and  it  actually  would  hava 
been  invaded,  if  the  Spanish  fleet  had  not 
met  with  a  disaster  at  sea ;  so  that  neidier 
of  these  cases  can  be  any  way  considered 
asparaUelto  the  present. 

It  is  true,  Sir,  the  other  precedent, 
quoted  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  may 
be  looked  on  as  some  way  parallel  to  the 
present :  we  were  then  in  a  sort  of  a  state 
which  I  cannot  give  a  name  to ;  it  was  nei- 
ther a  time  of  war  nor  a  time  of  peace ;  but 
I  do  not  remember  it  was  so  much  as  pre* 
tended,  that  the  nation  was  direatenedwith 
imminent  danger ;  yet  we  then  did  some- 
what like  what  we  are  now  desired  to  do : 
we  granted  away  millions,  for  aught  we 
knew,  in  the  dark,  without  any  cause  or 
reason  assigned.  But  I  must  observe^ 
Sir,  that  that  message  happened  since  the 
honourable  gentleman's  return  to  power, 
and  therefore  maybe  supposed  to^  have 
been  advised  by  tne  same  persons,  and  to 
have  proceeded  from  the  same  councils 
with  the  present;  yet  they  were  a  little 
more  modest  at  that  time.  It  could  not 
be  then  properly  said,  that  the  nation  was 
in  a  state  of  absolute  tranquillity;  yet 
nevertheless  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  so  modest,  as  to  ask  only  for  a  power 
to  make  an  addition  to  the  number  of  sea- 
men, and  to  negotiate  and  make  treaties ; 
he  did  not  so  much  as  ask  for  a  power  to 
raise,  and  keep  up  in  this  nation,  m  a  time 
of  peace,  whatever  number  of  land  forces 
he  might  pretend  to  think  necessary. 
Thus  we  see  the  honourable  gentleman 
improves  upon  his  last  precedent;  and  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  he  will  likewise  im- 
prove upon  tlus ;  therefore^  if  all  the 
powers  now  asked  for,  be  granted,  as  I  do 
not  know  any  other  power  his  Majesty  can 
want  from  his  parliament,  but  that  of 
Buddng  laws,  I  tfhaU  expect  that,  besides 
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the  powers  now  asked  for,  there  will  be, 
in  the  next  message  from  the  crown^  a 
demand  for  impowering  his  Majesty  to 
make  or  repeal,  continue  or  suspend,  alter 
explain  or  amend  such  laws,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  he  shall  think  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  nation.  This,  I 
say,  is  the  only  further  grant  that  is  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  make,  in  order  to  esta- 
blish, by  a  resolution  oif  both  Houses,  the 
absolute  power  of  the  crown ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  I 
think  it  is  much  the  same,  whether  we 
grant  this  power  to  the  crown,  or  put  the 
crown  in  a  capaci^  of  assuming  it  when- 
ever they  have  a  mind,  which  wUl  certainly 
be  the  consequence  of  the  resolution  now 
proposed. 

This,  Sir,  naturally  leads  me  to  the  other 
doctrine,  which  tlie  honourable  gentleman 
has  endeavoured  to  establish ;  that  we  may 
with  safety  grant  to  the  crown,  the  powers 
now  asked  for.  As  to  his  present  Majesty, 
Sir,  he  is  a  prince  of  so  mudi  goodness  and 
wisdom,  and  is  endowed  with  so  many  noble 
and  princely  qualifications,  that  we  may 
safely  not  only  trust  him  with  the  powers 
now  demanded,  but  we  may  surrender, 
and  lay  down  the  whole  of  our  rights  and 
liberties  at  the  foot  of  the  throne ;  but  as 
this  would  be  a  most  dangerous  precedent 
and  might  be  made  a  most  wicked  use  of 
in  times  to  come ;  the  same  wisdom  and 
generosity,  which  makes  it  safe  for  us  to 
put  so  much  trust  in  his  present  Majesty, 
would  render  persons  capable  of  so  much, 
mean  and  low  compUvisance,  most  despi- 
cable in  his  Majesty's  eyes.  He  might 
justly  say  of  us,  what  the  Koaian  emperor 
said  of  that  senate,  which  was  so  com- 
plaisant as  to  refuse  nothing  he  asked; 
<  O  Homines  scrvire  paratos !'  And  his 
Majesty  would  have  as  much  reason  to  be 
quite  tired  with  our  &wnin^  complaisance, 
as  that  emperor  is  by  the  historian  repre- 
aented  to  have  been  with  the  fawning  com- 
plaisance of  the  Roman  ^nate.  We  all 
xnow,  Sir,  how  difficult  it  is  to  refuse  to 
the  king  upon  the  throne  those  favours  or 
powers  which  have  been  granted  to  his 

Eredecessor;  and  therefore  it  has  always 
e^n  the  established  maxim  of  every  honest 
man,  who  had  a  seat  in  either  House  of 
Parliament,  not  to  grant  to  a  good  king 
those  powers,  which  a  bad  king  micht 
make  an  ill  use  of;  and  surely,  if  a  bad  king 
were  trusted  with  a  power  of  raising  land- 
forces  at  discretion,  he  might  easily  turn 
it  to  the  utter  subversion  of  all  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  people  ofthisking- 
donu 


But  with  respect  to  the  powers  now 
asked,  our  safety  is,  it  seems,  to  be  se- 
cured by  this ;  that  a  particular  account 
is  to  be  rendered  to  next  parliament 
of  whatever  may  be,  done,  aj:id  of  all 
the  additional  expence  that  may  be  in- 
curred, in  pursuance  of  these  powers. 
Sir,  I  have  been  so  often  deceived  by  mi- 
nisterial promises,  and  experience  haa  so 
fully  convinced  me,  that  we  are  never  to 
expect  any  such  account  in  a  fair  and  re- 
gular manner,  that  I  have  no  faith  in,  iior 
dependance  upon  such  promises :  both  I 
and  other  gentlemen  have  oflen  called  for 
such  accounts,  but  we  have  always  been 
told,  that  either  matters  were  not  ripe  for 
laying  such  accounts  before  parliament^ 
or  that  the  secrets  of  Uie  government  were 
not  to  be  revealed ;  and  the  highest  sa- 
tis&ction  we  could  ever  get  upon^ch  oc- 
casions was  to  be  told,  uiat  the  expences 
had  been  necessarily  incurred  on  account 
of  foreign  and  secret  services :  it  has  al- 
ways been  pretended  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  such  expence,  but  the  parliaroeat 
was  never  to  be  let  into  the  secret  from 
whence  th^t  necessity  arose ;  we  are  al- 
ways, it  seems,  to  believe  so,  upon  the  bare 
word  of  our  honest  and  wise  ministers ; 
and  I  am  very  apt  to  believe  that  the  same 
confidence  and  resignation  wUl  be  required 
from  the  next  parliament. 

The  gentleman  said,  he  might  leave  the 
(]uestion  to  rest  wholly  upon  our  present 
circumstances :  It  may  be  so.  Sir,  but  I 
wish  he  had  told  us  what  these  circum- 
stances are.*  He  said  they  were  the  same 
they  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  sessions ; 
not  altogether  the  same;  they  were  the 
same  in  general,  but  by  time,  and  varia- 
tions in  foreign  councils,  an  alteration 
might  be  made  in  them.  I  must  say.  Sir, 
the  House  is  very  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  giving  us  so 
much  satisfaction;  and  from  this  intelli- 
gence we  shall  certainly  be  able  to  snve 
our  friends  in  the  country  a  most  sati&c- 
tory  account,  and  a  most  convincing  rea- 
son for  what  what  we  have  done.  It  is 
true,  they  have  been  made  believe  that 
they  are  to  pay  but  two  shillings  in  the 
pound  Land-Tax,  but  we  can  tell  them 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  lis  so 
particular  an  account  of-  our  circum- 
stances, and  of  the  danger  the  nati<»  was 
exposed  to,  that  we  thought  prqper  to  leave 
it  to  his  discretion,  whether  the  nation 
should  be  charged  with  six  shillings,  or 
perhaps  with  nineteen  shillings  in  the 
pouna  Land-Tax;  andbyhispastqeadoct 
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?  ^he  natioQ  is.BO  Siilly  convinced  of  his  wis- 
dcnn  and  sincerity,  that  they  will  certainly 
approre  of  what  we  have  done. 

Sir,  I  have  troubled  you  too  long;  I 
think  I  have  diewn  that  the  resolution  pro- 
posed is  neither  necessary  nor  safe,  nor 
KMmded  upon  any  precedent:  But  quoting 
of  precedaits  signifies  nothing ;  suppose 
there  were  precedents  exactly  parallel  to 
the  present  case,  it  would  be  no  argument 
for  our  agreeing  to  what  is  proposed. 
There  are  but  too  many  precedents  which 
Tesemble  it  alittle ;  it  is  nowhigh  time  to  put 
ft>9top  to  the  practice,  and  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  much  more  for  our  honour  to  make  a 
precedent  where  such  a  demand  has  been 
refused,  otherwise  the  thing  may  come  to 
be  fiuxuliar:  It  may  become  an  usual 
custom  to  vest  the  crown  with  such  a  power 
at  the  end  of  every  parliament;  so  tnat  all 
oat  succeeding  parliaments  may  come  to 
be  chosen  un&r  the  influence  of  absolute 
power,  and  neither  the  honourable  gentle- 
Biaoy  nor  any  of  his  successors  in  office, 
needs  desire  to  do  any  thing  wiUiout  the 
previous  sanction  of  parliament ;  for  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a  parliament  cho- 
sen under  the  influence  of  arbitrary  power, 
will  ever  refuse  their  sanction,  when  the 
minister  for  the  time  being  pleases  to  de- 
mand it;  in  which  case,  I  believe^  every 
gentleman  will  agree  with'  me,  that  the 
parliament  will  be  altogether  useless,  it  will 
serve  for  nothing  but  to  make  our  minis- 
ters the  more  daring,  and  the  oppressions 
of  the  people  the  more  grievous;  and 
therefor^,  Su:,  I  am  against  the  question. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Dighi/  spoke  as 
follows : 

Sir;  The  honourable  ^ntleman  who 
opened  this  debate  has,  m  my  opinion, 
made  as  artful  a  speech  in  favour  m  arbi- 
trary power  as  ever  I  heard  milde  any 
where,  and  has  said  a  great  deal  more  in  &- 
TOUT  of  such  a  government  than  ever  I  ex- 
pected to  have  heard  within  these  waJls. 
I  will  not  ea8il3r  admit.  Sir,  that  we  are 
ever  to  trust  tlie  crown  with  such  exten- 
nve  powers  as  are  now  demanded;  but' 
auitely  if  we  are  ever  to  do  any  thing  like 
it,  if  we  are  ever  to  vest  in  the  crown  any 
extraordinary  and  unusual  powers,  it  ought 
to  be  in  a  case  of  the  extremest  neces- 
sity, and  even  then  we  ought  to  do  it 
in  the  most  deliberate  way  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  can  admit  of, 
and  not  till  after  the  case  has  been  fully 
explained,  and  the  necessity  made  dearly 
to  appear  to  us*    Had  we  been  informed 


of  our  danger  m  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion, what  is  now  proposed  might  have 
been  done ;  but  then  it  might  have 
been  done  in  a  regular  way,  and  might 
have  passed  through  all  the  forms  of  par- 
liament; by  which  means  the  other  House 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  negative  u^n  it,  which  they  ought 
to  have  by  our  constitution;  and  every 
gentleman  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  into  the  merits  of^tne  question^ 
and  of  givmg  his  opinion  i^n  it ;  whereas 
now  we  are  in  a  thin  House,  and  withfHit 
any  concurrence  of  the  other  House,  to 
give  up  by  a  single  vote  all  the  rights  of 
parliament,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  to 
put  an  end  to  all  parliaments. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  ^d  us, 
that  during  the  former  part  of  the  session 
of  parliament  his  Majesty  did  not  make  this 
applicaticm,  because  the  danger  had  not 
becmne  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary 
for  us  to  put  ourselves  to  any  immediate 
additional  expence,  but  that  met  the  ses- 
sion is  broke  up,  or  this  parliament  dis- 
solved, some  change  may  happen  whidi 
will  make  sudi  expence  necessaiy ;  and  as 
his  Majesty  cannot  then  have  an  opportu- 
nity of*^  applymg  to  his  parliament,  there- 
fore it  IS  necessary  to  furnish  him  with 
such  powers  as  are  now  demanded.  Sir,  I 
woula  be  glad  to  know  from  that  c^entle- 
man,  or  any  other,  what  necessity  there  is 
for  this  sesMon's  breaking  up  so  soon ;  or 
if  there  is  anj  necessity  for  oissolving  this 
parliament  m  a  few  days?  Our  time 
does  not  expire  till  October  next;  and 
however  necessary  our  presence  may  be 
in  the  country,  if  the  nation  be  in  any 
danger,  if  there  be  any  reason  to  suspect, 
that  the  nation  may  soon  be  in  dangei^,  I 
am  sure  every  gentleman  will ,  think  it  his 
duty  to  remain  in  towi),  or  to  return  to 
town,  in  order  to  attend  the  service  of  his 
country  in  parliament.  If  we  have  now 
really  any  thing  to  fear  from  the  French 
squadron,  and  that  I  think  is  the  only 
danger  I  have  heard  so  much  as  insinuated, 
all  apprehensions  from  that  squadron  must 
be  over  long  before  that  time ;  nay,  I  do 
not  know  but  if  the  few  days  that  were 
asked  yesterday  for  taking  this  message 
into  our  consideration,  had  been  grant^, 
the  danger  from  that  squadron  p:iight  have 
been  over  before  we  had  come  to  consider 
of  that  danger,  or  how  to  provide  against 
it;  and  this  perhaps  was  the  chief  motive 
for  refusing  so  short  and '  so  reasonable  a 
delay:  for  if  that  squadron  had  been  sailed 
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elsewhere^  the  gentlemeii  would  have  been 
tftript  of  ^e  enly  ivramait  I  have  heard 
them  make  iise  of  tor  petsuadmg  u$,  or 
rather  for  terrifying  tu^  into  the  granting 
of  an  absolute  poorer  to  the  eromi^ 

The  honourable  gentleman  told  un,  that 
Ins  Majeatv  desired  not  to  give  our  alKes  a 
mean  opinion  of  thisnatiiHiy  bj  our  n^lect* 
iftg  td  put  our^ehes  inacondition  of  making' 

§ood  sil  our  engagements  to  them.  Sir,  I 
0  not  knoir  what  engagements  we  may 
Ite  under,  or  who  are  our  present  allies ; 
for  I  think  all  the  powers  of  Europe  have 
lately  been  our  allies  in  their  turns :  but  for 
this  very  reason.  Sir,  I  $m  against  what 
ii  now  proposed.  I  am  for  gnrmg  our^  id- 
lies^  whoever  they  may  be^  a  good  opinion, 
not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of  his  Majesty's 
g0vem«ient,  and  therefore  whatever  may 
be  necessary  to  be  done  for  putting  our- 
aelves  in  a  condition  to  make  good  our  en- 
cagements,  I  am  for  its  bein^  done  in  a  full 
House,  and  in  a  regular  parhamentary  me- 
ifaod.  Can  any  gentleman  hna^e  that 
our  allies,  especiaSy  the  Dutch,  if  the^  be 
our  allies,  are  ignorant  of  our  constitution  ? 
No,  Sir,  they  are  perfectly  acquainted  with 
it ;  and  Uierefore  if  we  should  grant  such 
powers  as  are  now  demanded,  or  make  any 
other  sort  of  provision,  in  a  fldl  House,  and 
in  the  regular  parliamentary  method,  we 
dannot  doubt  Gt  its  having  greater  weight 
wiUi  our  allies,  than  a  resolution  or  vote 
tfitis  obtained  by  surprise  at  the  end  of  the 
Mslon,  and  after  most  of  the  gentlemen 
are  retired  to  the  country.  Sudi  a  me- 
fhod  of  obtaining  the  approbation  of  par- 
liament must  necessarily  give  them  a  mean 
opinion  at  least  of  our  government,  and 
must  contribute  to  the  rendering  his  Ma- 
jesty's endeavours  for  restoring  the  peace 
^Europe  of  little  or  no  eSect. 

Besides,  Sir,  by  the  proposition  now 
made  to  us  we  are  really  going  to  do  what 
our  allies  know  we  cannot  do :  we  are  not 
only  going  to  delegate  the  power  of  parlia- 
ment to  the  crown,  but  we  are  going  to 
promise  that  a  future  parliament  shall  ap- 
prove of  whatever  may  be  done  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  power  so  delegated  to  the 
Crown.  Does  not  every  one  of  our  allies 
know  that  no  parliament  can  make  such 
a  promise  ?  Does  not  every  man  know 
that  no  parliament  has  a  right  to  surrender 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  to  delegate 
the  power  (h  paiiiament  to  the  crown  ^ 
And  can  we  imagine  that  any  potentate  in 
Europe  will  have  any  great  dependance 
upim  die  powers  Or  promised  which  Bare 
granted  by  those  w)io  bad  no  rjgbt  to 
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grant  any  such  i  Btit  suppose  we  bad  a 
right  to  gitmt  the  powers  now  asked  for^ 
tluit  right  is  certaiidy  never  to  be  made- 
use  of  but  when  the  nation  is  in  the  most 
imrnanent  danger;  and  asl  can  see  no  pre- 
tence for  saying  the  nation  is  bow,  or  is  nke 
to  be,  in  any  $uch  danger,  nor  have  heard 
any  other  reason  fin*  a^jng  thepowerg 
now  proposed  to  be  given,  I  must  suspect 
^at  they  are  asked  for  purposes  that  can« 
not  be  (if)enly  avowed,  and  therefbre  I 
AbAI  give  my  negative  to  the  quedtiim, 

Mr.  Gibbon  spoke  nesct  i^amst  the  nuK» 
tion,  who  was  answered  by  Mr.  Henry  Fri- 
ham,  to  whom  Mr.  Pahner  rej^ed ;  then  ^ 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpote  qpoke  as-  follows: 

l%r ;  Gentlemen  have  been  at  a  good  ded 
of  pains  to  make  outadifferencebetweeiitiie 
precedents  that  have  been  mentioned  and 
the  case  b^re  us ;  though  I  thndc  with 
very  little  success :  there  never  was  yet  a 
precedent  for  any  proposition  or  determi- 
nation so  exactly  partulel  to  the  case  in 
hand^  but  ingemous  gentlemen  might  find 
out  some  minute  differences ;  yet  prece- 
dentsi  where  no  material  difference  could 
be  shown,  have  alwajrs  been  allowed  u>he 
good  authorities  for  what  was  proposed  to 
be  done;  and  in  the  present  case  1  do  not 
find  that  with  all  their  ingenuity  they  have 
been  able  to  shew  any  material  di^rence 
between  the  precedents  mentioned  and  the 
proposition  now  made  to  us.  The  two  ma- 
terial points  now  under  oinr  consideration 
with  respect  to  precedents  are.  Whether  it 
has  not  been  the  practice  (^parliament  to 
jprant  extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown 
m  the  thne  of  danger  ?  And  in  what  me- 
thod those  powers  have  been  granted? 
These,  I  say,  are  the  two  chief  pomts,  and 
as  to  both  of  them  every  one  of  the  prece« 
dents  mentioned  a{q[>ears  to  be  as  exactly 
parallel  as  any  one  case  can  be  to  another. 

But,  Sir,  I  will  endeavonr  to  point  out 
to  the  honourable  gentlemen  one  very  ma* 
terial  difierence  betwe^i  the  message  now 
before  us,  ttid  aU  the  other  messages  that 
have  formerly  come  ^om  the  crown,  and 
it  is  this ;  m  the  present  message  his  Ma« 
jesty  expressly  promises  to  lay  a  fuU  ac- 
count of  whatever  expences  may  be  in* 
curred  before  the  next  parliament,  whidi 
is  a  piece  of  condescension  that  was  never 
made  by  the  crown  in  any  former  message 
sent  to  parliament;  this  is  indeed  a  mate* 
rial  diffisrence,  but  such  a  diflference  as,  in 
my  opinion,  ought  Certainly  to  be  a  pre- 
vailing argument  fot  us  to  ^ree  to  what 
is  now  demanded.   And  as  to  the  meaiafii 
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in  the  year  1702»  Imnst  upon  this  occaacm 
observe,  that  if  a  greater  confidence  had 
been  placed  in  her  nu^esty,  and  her  then 
ndnistersy  and  stronger  resolutions  made 
br  thi^  parliament,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  the  war  which  ensued  might  have 
been  entirdy  prevented,  or  at  least  that 
the  enemies  of  this  nation  would  have  been 
obliged  to  have  entered  into  the  war  under 
much  greater  disadvantages  thui  they  did : 
to  that  the  slow  and  lukewarm  proceedings 
of  that  parliament,  and  the  fisital  e&cts 
they  produced,  is  one  ci  the  strongest  ar- 
guments, that  can  be  suggested,  for  us 
wrw  to  strengthen  his  Majesty's  hands  in 
such  a  manner  as  may  prevent  any  such 
teal  consequences. 

It  18  suiTirisii^  to  me  to  hear  gentlemen 
CMoplain  Uiat  nothing  has  been  laid  b^cure 
them,  to  shew  the  necessity  for  granting 
the  powers  now  asked  for.  Did  not  his 
Majesty  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  in^Mrm  us  of  the  war  then  b^fan 
in  Europei  Does  not  he  by  the  pesent 
neas^e  acquaint  us  that  this  war  stiH  con- 
tnuies  ?  And  is  not  every  gentleman  con* 
irinced  by  what  he  knows  ^  the  situation 
of  Europe,  that  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  entirely  depends  on  the  event  of 
that  war  ?  Let  which-«ver  side  prevail,  if 
it  should  be  allowed  to  prevau  too  far, 
would  not  the  balance  of  power  be  there- 
by overturned,  and  will  not  this  nation  ne* 
ceaaarily  be  obliged  to  prevent  9o  teal  an 
e&ct  ?  besides  this,  does  not  every  gen- 
tleman know  ^t  the  French  have  lately 
teed  out  a  very  powerful  sea^orraament, 
-whkk  if  not  designed  against  this  country, 
can  be  desigaed  against  but  one  other 
place  in  the  world?  I  indeed  believe  that 
It  IS  designed  against  Dantzick ;  but  H  that 
affiur  thoiid  blow  over,  which  is  possible, 
befi>re  the  French  fleet  sails,  can  we  then 
be  easy,  can  we  imagine  ourselves  in  se- 
curity, while  so  large  a  squadron,  with  an 
pnny  ready  to  be  puX  on  board,  lies  within 
a  lew  hours  saiHng  of  our  coast  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman  by  me  very 
ireU  observed  what  has  been  done  bf  the 
Dutch ;  thev  had  resolved  to  reduce  10,000 
of  their  land-forces,  but  upon  the  breaking 
eat  of  the  war,  they  had  put  off  that  reso- 
krtion:  they  are  our  natural  ally,  they  have 
hitherto  gone  hand  in  hand  with  us,  but 
we  Imow  in  what  a  weak  and  defenceless 
condition  their  barrier  in  Flannders  is  at 


pvesent,  and  if  we  riiould  sit  still  and  do 
nothing,  is  it  to  be  expected  that  they  will 

io  on  m  thesame  way  f  No,  6ir, they  will 
r  oU^ged  tothrow  themseli^  entirely,  into 


the  arml  of  France,.and  voxdt  depend  i^os 
the  honour  of  that  crown  for  the  preservai- 
tion  of  their  barrier  in  Flanders, 

Gentlemen  may.  Sir,  if  they  {dease,  call 
this  a  vote  of  credit ;  but  as  his  Majesty 
has  so  expressly  promised  an  account,  it 
cannot  properly  be  called  a  vote  o£  credit. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  only  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence ;  it  is  omy  coming  to  a  resolution  ; 
which,  by  shewing  the  entire  confidence 
we  have  in  his  Majesty,  will  give  his  ioi- 
stances  with  foreign  powers  we  greater 
weight;  and  consequently  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  [the  preservation  of  the  ba^ 
lance  of  power  in  Europe ;  without  wbich, 
this  nationAcan  never  be  in  any  safety  or 
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Mn  Tnffiiell  backed  Mr.  Walpole,  and 
was  answered  by  Icn-d  TyreonneL    Then 

Sir  WiBiam  Wyndham  stood  upt  snd 
said: 

Sk%  As  I  find  myself  at  present  very 
much  out  of  order,  I  am  very  unfit  to  ofibr 
my  opinion  on  so  iniportant  a  question : 
however,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouUe  yO« 
a  little  upon  this  occasion;  becwise,  if 
what  is  now  proposed  diould  be  agreed  tO| 
I  do  not  know  but  it  may  be  the  last  time 
I  skill  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  deliverv 
my  opinion  as  amember  otthis  House» 

ith  me.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  conse* 
quence,  whether^he  proposition  now  made 
to  tu,  be  founded  on  precedents  or  not ; 
forifany  thing  like  what  is  proposed,  haf 
been  done,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  as  often 
as  it  has  beai  done,  it  has  been  wrong 
done ;  and  theoftener  it  is  done,  it  will  be 
atiU  worse.  But  to  tell  us,  that  diie  only 
two  points,  new  imder  our  considevattda 
is,  whether  extraordinary  powers  have, 
upon  any  occasion,  been  granted  to  the 
crown,  and  in  what  method  these  poweie 
have  been  granted,  is  very  extraordinary  t 
for,  snppowiff  it  right  to  grant  extraordi^ 
nary  powers,  by  an  extraordintfy  method, 
uoon  some  odeasions,  certainly  weare,  upon 
all  such  occasioiis,  to  consider  the  reasooe 
for  granting  such  powers,  and  the  nature 
of  tl^powov  to  be  granted;  andif,upoii 
the  present  occasion,  the  powers  proposed 
to  be  granted,  are  much  more  extensive, 
than  those  formerly  granted,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  granting  them  not  near  so  strong 
as  upon  former  o€oasions,*no  former  prece* 
dent  can  give  any  authority  for  doing  what 
is  now  proposed.  We  are  told  of  the  naval 
armaments  of  France ;  but  I  would  gladly 
know  what  we  have  done  to  deserve  any 
ins^dt  firom  thf^  nation.    If  contributing  to 
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throw  the  affisun  of  Europe  into  their  pre- 
«eat  situatioiiy  by  which  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon has  been  again  put  into  a  condition  of 
pulling  down  the  overgrown  power  of  the 
Iiouse  of  Austria,  whi^so  greaUy  alarmed 
us  some  years  ago ;  if  this,  I  say,  deserves 
any  inmiit  from  France,  I  do  not  know  but 
we  may  deserve  iU  But  if  this  were  true, 
while  we  have  an  army  of  18,000  men  in 
this  kingdom,  and  12,000  in  Ireland,  all 
ready  at  oar  call,  and  a  more  powerful 
fleet  than  any  the  French  can  put  to  sea, 
what  have  we  to  fear  from  five  or  six  thou- 
aand  f^^nch,  if  they  were  actually  landed 
in  the  island  ^  Sir,  if  we  had  not  a  regi« 
ment  hft  the  kingdom,  we  could  not  have 
any  thing  to  fear  from  so  inconsiderable  a 
number.  And,  can  we  suppose  the  French 
such  fools  as  to  make  so  ndiculous  an  at- 
tempt, by  which  they  must  expect  to  draw 
the  immediate  vengeance  of  this  nation 
upou  them?  When  our  armies,  or  our 
fleets,  are  to  be  augmented ;  when  we  are 
to  enter  into  expensive  negotiations;  or 
when  we<  are  desired  to  put  extraordinary 
powers  into  the  hands  m  the  government, 
tor  purposes  not  to  be  told,  I  have  often 
•bsarved.  Sir,  that  some  gentlemen  are, 
upon  such  occasions,  mighty  apt  to  raise 
phantoms,  and  to  magnify  imaginary  dan- 
gers ;  from  whence  the^  argue  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  providing  against  uiem,  as  if  they 
were  real ;  we  are  then  to  be  afVaid  of  in- 
vasioitB  and  insults  from  almost  every 
power  in  Europe.  But  when  upon  other 
occasions  they  are  told  what  is  too  true, 
that  the  nation  is  in  a  most  dangerous  and 
distressed  condition,  they  then  insist  upon 
it,  that  we  are  in  the  most  happy  situation, 
that  our  trade  is  in  a  flourishmg  state,  and 
that  we  are  in  friendship  with,  or  at  least 
have  no  diffidence  of  any  foreign  power 
whatsoever.  But  now  it  seems.  Sir,  we 
must  grant  more  extensive  powers  to  the 
crown,  than  were  ever  granted  by  any  Par- 
liament, though  it  cannot  be  so  touch  as 
pretended,  that  we  are  in  any  immediate 
danger;  for  even  those  gentlemen  who 
talk  of  the  necessity  of  granting  such 
powers,  tell  us,  we  are  in  the  same  circum- 
^itances  we  were  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session ;  but  not  what  those  circumstances 
are :  fqr  this,  we  must  dq)end  upon  the 
assertion  of  an  honourableeentleman;  and 
even  he  has  told  us,  that  be  does  not  be- 
lievci  we  are  in  any  danger,  but  does  not 
desire  the  (Mifety  of  the  nation  to  depend  on 
his  belief.  God  forbid,  Sir,  it  should ;  but 
if  we  thus,  upom  his  hare  word,  give  up  all 
the  rights  dr  Parliament^  and  in  somemea* 
•4 


sure  destroy  the  necessity  of  holding  any 
Parliament  for  the  future,  I  must  say,  that 
we  shall,  from  that  moment,  leave  Uie 
safety  of  the  nation,  and  the  preservation 
of  our  constitution,  to  depend  very  madi 
upon  his  management  This  is  what  I 
shall  never  agree  to ;  it  is  what,  I  hope,  no 
Parliament  ^ill  ever  agree  to ;  and  there- 
fore, if  we  are  in  any  danger,  or  if  we  are 
like  to  be  in  any  danger,  let  us  know  our 
danger  from  something  else  than  his  bare 
assertion ;  and  then  I  doubt  not  but  the 
wisdom  of  parliament  will  provide  eflec^ 
tually  against  it. 

We  -are  seldom  indeed  told  much,  we 
are  never  told  things  but  by  halves ;  but  if 
what  we  are  told  be  true,  if  his  Majesty 
has  hitherto  taken  no  share  in  the  war,  we 
cannot  be  in  any  immediate  danger.  How- 
ever, though  his  Majesty,  asking  of  Great- 
Britain,  may  not  have  taken  any  share  in 
the  war,  yet  he  certainly  has,  as  elector  d 
Hanover :  and  as  this  nation  has,  by  some 
fatality  or  another,  been  generally  engaged 
in  the  same  quarrel  which  our  King,  as 
elector  of  Hanover,  espoused,  if  the  same 
thing  should  again  happen,  this  nation  mav 
then  indeed  come  to  be  threatened  with 
some  danger  or  insult ;  but  in  such  a  case 
it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  provide  against 
such  a  distant,  and  such  a  conditional 
danger,  in  the  extraordinary  method  now 
proposed :  Why  may  we  not  sit  for  a  few 
months  longer,  and  do  in  a  r^^r  par- 
liamentary way  whatever  may  seem  ne- 
cessary on  that  occasion  i  When  we  are 
all  together,  we  make  of  ourselves  a  pretQr 
good  battsdion;  it  cannot  be  said  but 
diat  we  are  well  officered,  and  a  little  time 
might  probably  bring  us  to  turn  to  right 
and  left,  and  to  perform  all  the  other  parts 
of  exercise  by  beat  of  drum :  but  this.  Sir, 
is  a  serious  subject,  and  therefore  I  ask 
pardon. 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  all  that  ia 
now  asked  is  only  to  put  a  confidence  ia 
his  Majesty.  No,  Sir,  it  is  to  put  a  oonfi*^ 
dence  in  his  ministers,  and  in  them  I  have 
none ;  no,  not  even  though  the  honourable 
person  on  the  floor  has  assured  us,  that  no 
wanton  or  bad  use  shall  be  made  of  it : 
for  if  we  once  gnmt  the  power,  we  cannot 
tell  how  it  may  be  used,  nor  can  we  be  as- 
sured that  any  future  parliament  will  hare 
it  in  their  power  to  call  those  to  an  ac- 
count, who  may  make  a  wrong  or  a  wicked 
use  of  it :  We  are  not  to  expect  Syllss 
in  every  age ;  abs<Jute  power  is  a  be- 
witching possession,  and  seldom  voluntarily 
resigned.    The  same  honourable  person 
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Mked  us,  if  the  past  conduct  of  the  admi- 
nistration did  not  promise  rather  a  back- 
wardness than  a  torwardness  in  making 
use  of  this  power  ?  I  must  confess,  Sir, 
that  a  backwardness  has  been  shewn  by 
them  in  cases  where  it  was  very  wrong  to 
shew  any  such  thing  ;  When  repeated  in- 
sults have  been  offered  to  the  nation  ; 
when  our  merchants  have  been  pillaged, 
and  our  sailors  murdered,  and  that  for 
years  together,  they  have  shewed  a  mean 
and  dishonourable  backwardness,  and  there- 
fore I  think  we  have  good  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  the  same  imprudence  may  make 
them  unwisely  rash,  and  unseasonably  for- 
ward in  engaging  in  disputes  where  the  in- 
terest oi  the  nation  may  call  upon  them  to 
be  at  le^t  neutral.  As  all  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe  are  now  engaged  in  a 
bloody  war  against  one  another,  and  as  we 
have  not  yet  taken  any  share  in  that  war, 
the  present  circumstances  of  Europe  are 
to  me  a  most  evident  proof,  that  we  neither 
are  nor  can  be  in  any  danger  as  long  as  we 
continue  in  the  same  situation  :  and  as  we 
have  no  contrary  evidence,  but  wliat  ap- 
pears upon  the  general  ministerial  mes- 
sage, now  under  our  consideration,  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  possibly  form  a  pre- 
tence for  agreeing  to  what  is  now  asked  of 
us :  We  ought,  and  I  hope  we  always  will 
shew  as  great  a  deference  to  the  crown  as 
becometh  the  free-born  subjects  of  Britain ; 
but  considering  how  oflen  the  crown  has, 
upon  former  occasions,  been  induced  to 
assert  for  truth  what  time  the  discoverer 
of  secrets  has  made  appear  not  to  be  true  ; 
considering,  that  we  are  to  look,  upon 
this,  as  well  as  other  such  messages,  as 
proceeding  from  the  advice  and  suggestion 
of  ministers ;  and  when  we  reflect  upon 
former  assertions  which  came  to  pania- 
ment,  by  the  advice  and  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  same  persons,  we  cannot  be  justified 
in  delegating  so  great  a  power  upon  so 
slight  an  evidence;  an  evidence  which 
time  may  hereafter,  as  it  has  before  done, 
shew  to  be  ent^ely  false.  I  could  have 
added  a  great  deal  more  upon  this  subject, 
but  I  find  myself  so  bad,  Sir,  I  can  pro- 
ceed no  further ;  only  shall  take  this  op- 
portunity, this  last  opportunity,  I  am  afrkid, 
of  declaring  my  attachment  to  the  liber- 
ties and  constitution  of  my  country,  by 
declaring  my  aversion  to  the  proposition 
now  before  us. 

Sir  JVilUam  Yonge  replied : 

Sir ;  As  all  the  objections  made  to  what 

is  now  proposed  have  been  already  fully 

£  vol"  IX.]  ^       ^ 


answered  by  other  gentlemen,  I  shaU  not 
pretend  to  enter  much  into  the  merits  of 
the  question ;  neither  did  I  intend  to  have 
given  you  any  trouble  in  this  debate ;    but 
such  expressions  have  dropped  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spok^  last,  that 
it  is  impossible  they  should  be  passed  over 
without  some  notice.     He  told  us  that  the 
crown  had  often  asserted  for  truth  what 
afterwards  appeared  to  be  false.     This, 
Sir,  I  take  to  be  an  accusation  which  is 
very  inconsistent  with  that  duty  and  re- 
spect, whicli  every  member  of  this  House 
ought  to  shew  to  the  crown ;  and  I  was  the 
more  surprized  to  hear  that  gentleman 
accuse    the   crown  of  imposing   falsities 
upon  the  parliament,  because  he  always 
uses  a  great  deal  of  caution  in  what  he  says 
in  this  House:  I  was  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
in  this  discourse,  because   I  believe   he 
would  have  explained  what  he  had  said  irt 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  imply  so  much 
disrespect  to  the  crown;    I  dare  say  he 
would :  but  as  his  words  now  stand,  I  can- 
not think  it  possible  they  «hould  escape 
the  notice  of  this  House.    I  promised  not 
to  enter  much  into  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion; however  I  will  beg  leave  to  explain 
a  little  what  passed  in  this  House  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  upon  the  motion  for  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty :   I  remember  some 
gentlemen  took  exceptions  to  an  expres- 
sion proposed  to  be  put  into  that  Address^ 
as  if  a  promise  of  a  vote  of  credit  had 
been  intended  to  be  couched  under  it ; 
and  upon  that  occasion  the  honourable 
gentleman  by  me,  said,  he  believed  no 
person  so  much  as  dreamed  that  such  an 
use  was  intended  to  be  made  of  that  ex- 
pression ;    because  if  any  siich  thing  as  a 
vote  of  credit  should  be  deemed  necessary, 
the  demand  for  it  would  come  in  the  usual 
way  by  a  message;   and  if  any  such  mes- 
sage should  happen  to  come,  he  believed 
no  argument  in  favour  of  it  either  could  or 
would  be  drawn  from  the  words  then  pro- 
posed to  be  put  into  your  address.     Gen- 
tlemen, I  perceive,  pretend  that  they  can- 
not find  out  the  difference  between  what 
is  now  proposed  and  a  vote  of  credit :    yet 
in  my  opinion  if  they  will  be  at  the  painis 
to  compare  the  two  together,  they  may 
very  easily  discover  the  difference;   for  a 
Vote  of  Credit  is,  where  a  sum  is  given  for 
certain  services,  not  to  be  accounted  for  to 
parliament ;  whereas  the  present  message 
bears  this  express  promise  in  it,  that  a  fulT 
and  particular  account  shall  be  laid  before 
next  parliament  of  all  the  expences  whicli 
[3Q] 
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may  be  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 
powers  now  to  be  granted:  and  as  no 
power  is  de&Ired  but  what  appears  to  me 
necessanr  for  the  security  and  auiet  of  the 
nation,  1  neither  can  see  nor  naT&  heard 
any  sufficient  reason  for  notgranting  them. 

Sir  John  Barnard  spoke  'as  follows : 

Sir :  The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  found  fault  with  my  worthy  friend 
below  me,  for  speaking  disrespectfully,  as 
he  called  it,  of  the  crown :  upon  whidi  I 
must  observe  Jthat  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
very  apt,  1  will  not  say  willingly,  to  mis- 
take what  other  gentlemen  say,  and  then 
to  find  £EUilt  with  what  he  supposes  they 
did  say.  My  worthy  friend  said,  that  the 
crown  has  ofWn  been  induced  to  assert 
for  truth  what  time  has  afterwards  disco- 
Tered  not  to  be  true.  Sir,  the  crown  is 
never  supposed  to  know  any  thing  but  by 
information,  and  if  those  who  iim)nn  the 
crown  liave  been  themselves  misinformed, 
or  should  for  any  private  and  wicked  pur- 
pose give  the  crown  a  false  information, 
the  crown  may  bv  such  information  be  in- 
duced to  assert  tor  truth,  what  time  may 
very  probably  shew  not  to  have  been  true ; 
so  that  without  ,anv  explanation,  there  is 
no  foundation  for  nnding  fault  with  what 
my  worthy  friend  said :  nay,  it  is  what 
happens  but  too  often.  Were  not  we  told 
but  a  few  years  ago  of  some  secret  articles 
in  an  alliance  entered  into  between  two 
of  our  neighbours,  by  which  Gibraltar  was 
to  have  been  taken  from  us,  and  die  Pre- 
tender to  have  been  placed  by  force  upon 
the  throne  of  these  realms  ?  This  was  af- 
terwards discovered  not  to  be  true  ;  and 
incleed,  to  consider  the  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  two  powers  said  to 
have  entered  into  these  articles,  it  is  hard- 
ly possibly  to  believe  that  any  such  pro- 
jects should  have  entered  into  either  of 
their  heads  :  yet  this  was  confidently  as- 
serted ;  and  to  have  pretended  at  that 
time  to  have  doubted  of  it,  would,  1  be- 
lieve, have  been  rcckonedhighly  disrespect- 
ful to  the  crown,  if  not  downright  oisaf- 
fection.  So  far  are  we,  Sir,  from  being 
obliged  to  believe  every  thing  asserted  by 
the  crown,  that  we  are  in  many  cases 
bound  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  such 
assertions  ;  and  if  they  should,  upon  such 
enquiry,  appear  to  be  false,  we  pujght 
to  punish  those  who  have  either  foohsh- 
ly  or  knavishly  imposed  upon  the  crown. 

Upon  the  present  occasion.  Sir,  tlie 
jCrown  is  absolutely  safe  from  any  accusa- 
tion or  suspicion  oi  this  kind ;  for  we  have 


not  yet  had  the  least  information  from  HA 
crown :  even  by  the  present  message,  not- 
withstanding the  great  powers  thereby  de- 
manded, it  is  not  so  much  as  insinuated 
that  the  nation  is  in  any  danger,  nor  are 
we  informed  of  any  fact  from  which  it 
may  be  conjectured  that  the  nation  may 
soon  be  in  danger.  It  has  indeed  been 
insinuated  by  an  hon.  gentleman  in  this 
House,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  mes- 
sage, that  we  are  in  danger  of  an  invasion 
from  France  ;  but  even  that  gentlemaii 
himself  says,  he  does  not  believe  we  are 
in  any  danger,  which  is  something  very 
singular  ;  he  does  not,  he  says,  believe  it, 
but  yet  he  would  have  every  other  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  believe  it ;  for  it  is 
certain  there  is  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  any  other  foreign  power  ; 
therefore  it  is  impossible  for  any  gentleman, 
who  is  of  his  opinion,  with  respect  to  our 
danger  from  France,  to  agree  to  this  reso- 
lution :  I  say,  it  is  impossible  that  any  gen- 
tleman, who  does  not  think  the  nation  in 
any  danger,  should  a^ree  to  the  granting 
to  the  crown  an  unlimited  power  of  raising 
forces  by  sea  and  land,  of  entering  into 
expensive  alliances,  and  putting  the  natiou 
to  an  infinite  expencc. 

But  perhaps,  Sir,  the  danger  we  are  now 
threatened  with  is  of  a  domestic  nature  : 
if  so,  I  wish  some  of  those  gentlemen  who 
know  it  would  rise  up  and  give  us  some  ac- 
count of  it ;  for  really  my  imagination  im 
so  barren^  that  I  cannot  form  to  myself  on 
idea  of  any  such  danger,  unless  it  be  the 
danger  of  having  tlie  majority  of  next  par- 
liament consist  of  such  persons  as  may  not 
be  agreeable  to  some  gentlemen  ;  and  if 
the  vote  of  credit  ^e  are  now  to  givcshoulil 
be  applied  towards  preventing  that  danger ; 
if  any  part  of  the  money  should  be  inadjd 
use  offer  that  purpose,  it  is  certain,  thiCt 
no  gentleman  neeos  be  under  any  appre- 
hensions or  any  uneasiness  frdm  the  pro- 
mise now  made,  of  accounting  to  next  par- 
liament. But  I  beg  pardon.  Sir,  I  belieye 
I  should  not  have  cmled  tAe  resolution  pro- 
posed to  us  a  Vote  of  Credit,  for  I  find 
gentlemen  are  greatly  divided  whether  It 
ought  to  be  called  a  Vote  of  Credit,  or  a 
Vote  of  Confidence.  However,  I  think 
that  dispute  may  be  easily  accommodateil 
by  calling  it  a  Vote  of  Confidence  ancl 
Credit 

It  may  be  thought.  Sir,  Uiat  I  do  not 
treat  this  subject  seriously  enough  :  I  will 
allow,  that  if  the  nation  were  really  in  any 
danger  it  would  be  an  affair  of  very  great 
consequence.   In  such  a  case,'it  wouU  tSk 
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%  very  serious  question  to  determine, 
whether  we  should  devolve  the  power  of 
Darliament  upon  the  crown  for  a  short  time: 
out  when  gentlemen  come  with  such  a  de- 
mand, without  any  foundation,  when  even 
they  themselves  tell  us  they  believe  we  are 
in  no  danger,  but  tell  us  of  a  French  squa- 
dron with  four  or  five  thousand  forces 
ready  to  be  put  oo  board ;  and  because 
we  are  now  Just  at  the  end  of  a  parliament, 
make  use  of  that  story  as  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment for  us  to  put  it  m  the  power  of  a  mi- 
nister never  to  call  another :  I  say,.  Sir, 
^uch  a  demand,  founded  upon  such  an  ar- 
gument, must  be  looked  on  as  a  ministe- 
rial demand  only,  and  therefore  ought  ei- 
ther to  be  treated  with  ridicule,  or  re- 
jected with  indignation.  It  is  a  demand  of 
such  a  nature.  Sir,  that  in  my  opinion,  no 
gentleman,  who  has  the  least  regard  for 
parliaments,  or  who  expects  ever  to  sit 
in  another  £^  parliament,  can  agree  to  it. 

Sir  Robert  tValpoU  stood  up  again,  and 
•aid. 

Sir;  In  the  station  in  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  serve  the  King,  I  cannot  sit  still 
when  I  hear  the  crown  reflected  on  in  the 
manner  it  has  been.  I  am  in  justice  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  King,  and  in  duty  to  the 
present,  obliged  to  take  notice  of  what  hap- 
pened to  falffrom  the  honourable  gentle- 
man under  the  gallery.  His  late  Majesty's 
assertion,  relating  to  the  two  seci'et  articles 
agreed  on  between  two  foreign  »powers, 
wnich  that  gentleman  took  notice  of,  and 
which  he  was  pleaSed  to  say  appeared 
afterwards  not  to  be  true,  was  as  well 
founded,  and  as  true  an  assertion  as  ever 
came  from  the  crown.  It  is  true  indeed, 
Mr.  Palm,  the  imperial  minister  then  q^ 
^'tius  court,  denied  that  there  were  any  such 
secret  articles  in  the  treaty;  but,  Sir, 
when  we  have  the  word  of  the  late  king 
from  the  throne  on  one  side,  and  the  de- 
nial of  a  foreign  minister,  a  mmister  of 
inferior  rank  too,  upon  the  other,  I  must 
say  that  in  such  a  case,  to  pretend  to  be  at 
a  loss  which  to  give  most  credit  to,  is  treat- 
ing the  memory  of  our  late  sovereign  with 
very  great  indignity ;  and  I  am  sure  if  time 
has  discovered  any  thing,  it  has  discovered 
the  contrary  of  what  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman pretends.  Do  not  we  all  know  that 
Gibraltar  was  soon  after  actually  besieged, 
and  if  proper  care  had  not  been  taken  to 
prevent  it;  every  thing  else  that  was  stipu- 
lated by  those  secret  articles  would  as  cer- 
tainly have  been  undertaken.  The  odier 
project,  if  it  had  been  undertaken,  would, 
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I  believe,  have  met  with  the  same  success* 
but  1  am  persuaded  there  are  some  who 
are  sorry  it  was  not  accomplished.— Geh- 
tlemen  talk.  Sir,  of  ministers  misinfoming, 
and  imposing  upon  the  crown:  but  m 
that  case  it  vras  not  his  late  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters here  who  informed  him,  it  was  he 
that  informed  them  of  that  transaction : 
he  had  his  information  at  Hanover,  and  his 
information  was  so  good,  that  he  could  not 
be  deceived ;  I  know  as  well,  and  am  as 
certain,  that  there  were  such  articles,  as 
those  very  persons  who  drew  up  the  arti^ 
cles.  I  am  sorry.  Sir,  I  have  been  pro- 
voked to  say  so  much,  to  talk  of  these 
things  may  now  be  improper,  and  perhaps 
I  cannot  justify  myself  m  having  said  so 
much,  yet  in  justice  to  the  late  King,  I 
think  I  could  say  no  less. — As  to  the  ques* 
tion  itself,  I  Have  heard  no  objections 
made,  but  what  have  been  fully  answered 
by  other  gentlemen,  therefore  shall  not 
trouble  you  further  upon  it,  but  only  to 
declare,  that  as  this  nation  may  be  ex- 
posed to  great  dangers  during  the  interval 
of  parliament,  I  thmk  it  absolutely  neces- 
sanr  to  comply  with  his  Majesty^s  message ; 
and  as  an  account  is  to  be  rendered  tQ 
next  parliament,  and  as  that  parliament 
must  meet  some  time  next  winter,  if  not 
.  sooner,  the  powers  now  to  be  granted  can- 
not, in  that  time,  produce  any  bad  conse- 
quences; but  may  produce  very  good 
effects,  by  giving  a  due  weight  to  any 
proposals  his  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with 
his  allies,  may  thmk  proper  to  make  to  the 
powers  now  engaged  in  war. 

Mr.  Ptdteney  replied: 

Sir ;  As  it  is  now  so  late,  and  as  many 
unarswerable  objections  have  been  made 
to  the  proposition  now  before  us,  I  should 
not  have  given  you  any  trouble,  but  that  I 
think  the  question  of  so  great  moment,  that 
I  ought  to  testify  my  aversion  to  it  by 
something  more  than  a  bare  negative* 
As  to  the  danger  from  the  French  fleet, 
Sir,  it  is  either  too  near  to  be  provided 
against  by  any  thing  that  can  be  done  in 
consequence  of  this  message,  or  it  is  so 
remote,  that  it  may  be  provided  against  in 
a  regular  manner:  this  has  already  been 
taken  notice  of,  and  has  not  as  yet  received 
any  ans^ver.  But  I  must  fnrther  observe, 
that  if  there  had  ever  been  anyground  to 
suspect,  that  the  French  fleet  was  de- 
signed against  this  island,  their  not  coming 
hither  before  now,  is  sufficient  to  remove 
any  jealousy  that  might  have  been  enter- 
tained   that   way.      They    might   havt 
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had  ships  sufficient  to  have  transported 
6  or  6000  men  to  this  island,  and  those 
troops  might  have  been  embarked,  nay, 
and  even  landed  in  this  island,  long  before 
this  time ;  and  therefore  their  fleets  wait- 
ing so  long  in  their  harbour,  is  a  plain  de- 
monstration, that  they  are  not  designed 
a^nst  this  island,  but  against  a  pace, 
which  they  cannot  approach  so  early  m  the 
spring. 

It  is  something  very  surprizing  to  me. 
Sir,  that  upon  the  present  occasion 
we  should  be  told  what  the  Dutch  have 
done,  or  rather,  indeed,  what  they  have 
not  done.  When  they  make  any  reduc- 
tion of  their  forces,  m  order  to  save 
pubhc  expence,  and  spare  their  people, 
we  are  then  told,  that  their  example  can 
be  no  rule  for  us :  But  if  they  make  any 
necessary  addition  to  their  land  forces,  in 
order  to  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence against  dangers,  which  we,  from  the 
difference  of  our  situation,  have  not  the 
least  reason  to  apprehend,  then  we  are 
told,  we  ought  to  follow  their  example : 
but  in  the  present  case,  even  the  exaniple 
of  the  Dutch  can  be  no  argument  We 
have  already  done  more  than  they  have 
done,  we  have  not  only  resolved  to  keep 
up  the  same  nupib^r  of  our  land-forces, 
which  certainly  would  not  have  been  done, 
if  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  had  remained 
undisturbed  ;  but  we  have  already  made 
a  very  large  adclltion  to  the  number  of  our 
BcaD&en ;  an  addition  which  amounts  to  a 
greater  number  oj:  men  than  that  number 
of  land-forces  which  the  Dutch  have  only 
resolved  not  to  reduce.  So  that  though  w^e 
be  not  near  so  much  exposed  to  the  danger 
as  the  Dutch  ;  yet  we  have  already  very 
far  exceeded  them  in  the  expence  we  have 
put  ourselves  to,  on  account  of  the  war^ 

We  are  next  told,  that  the  towns  in 
Flanders  are  in  a  veiy  bad  situation,  and  no 
way  provided  for  defence.  For  God's  sake. 
Sir,  are  we  thus  to  be  eternally  the  dupes 
of  Europe  ?  If  the  emperor,  or  any  other 
power,  neglects  to  keep  their  fortified 
places  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence, 
must  we  answer  for  that  neglect?  Are 
we,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  to  undertake,  at  our 
own  charges,  to  defend  every  power  in 
Europe,  and  to  prevent  their  being  in- 
vadea  or  conquered  by  any  of  their  neigh- 
bours ?  Such  arguments.  Sir,  I  should 
think  ridiculous,  if  made  use  of  for  per- 
suading us  to  put  ourselves  to  the  least  ad- 
dltionm  expence ;  but  they  are  much 
piore  so,  when  they  are  the  only  argu- 


ments made  use  of  for  prevailing  with  us 
to  make  a  total  surrender  of  our  hberties. 
Surely,  Gentlemen  must  think  this  House 
mighty  ready  to  resign  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  when  they  make  such  pro* 
positions,  and  support  them  by  such  argu- 
ments. 

To  me.  Sir,  it  really  appears  as  if  this 
proposition  had  been  made  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, to  see  what  lengths  we  might  be 
prevailed  on  to  go  ;  and  if  we  agree  to  it, 
1  am  sure  it  is  what  we  can  never  answer 
for  to  ourselves,  our  constituents,  or  our 
posterity;  nay,  we  cannot  answer  for  it, 
even  to  his  Majesty  himself;  for  it  is  a 
destroying  of  the  rights  of  Parliament ; 
and  as  his  Majesty's  right  to  the  crown,  is 
founded  on  the  rights  of  ParUament,  what- 
ever tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  one, 
must  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the  other. 
The  Parliament,  Sir,  is  the  guardian  of  the 
crown,  as  well  as  of  the  people.  We  are 
put  to  protect  the  people  in  tlie  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  privileges,  we  are 
likewise  to  protect  the  crown  against 
wicked  and  evil  counsellors ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  message  now  before  us,  and 
the  proposition  now  made  to  us,  are  of 
such  an  extraordinary  nature,  that  if  the 
spirit  of  liberty,  that  spirit  which  brought 
about  the  Revolution,  and  established  the 
present  family  upon  the  throne,  is  not 
already  quite  extinguished  in  this  nation, 
we  may  soon  expect  to  see  a  Parliament, 
that  will  not  only  censure,  but  condemn 
and  punish  those  who  have  been  the  chief 
advisers  of  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Talbot  spoke  next  for  the  motion, 
and  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  against  it : 
then  the  question  bein^  put,  upon  the 
motion  for  the  Address,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  by  248  to  147. 

The  King's  Anstver.^  AprU  1.  The 
above  Address  was  presented  to  the  King ; 
and  his  Majesty  returned  the  following 
Answer : 

"  Gentlemen ; 

"  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  these  as- 
surances of  your  duty  and  fidelity  to  my 
person  and  government,  and  for  the  con- 
fidence, which  you  repose  in  me.  I  desire 
only,  that  I  may  be  in  a  condition  to  sup- 
port the  honour  and  interest  of  my  crown 
and  people  ;  and  the  power,  you  have 
given  me,  shall  be  made  use  of  to  no  other 
purpose." 

The  King's  Message  Jar  settling -an  Art" 
nuiti/  of5fiOQi»per  Annum f  on  the  Prin^ 
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cesi  Royal  for  her  Lift.']     April  8.     Sir 
Robert  W^pole  presented  to  the  House 
the  following  Message  from  the  King : 
«  George  R. 

'^  His  Majesty,  having  been  pleased  to 
direct  letters-patent  to  be  passed  under 
Uie  Gr6at  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  for 
settling  on  the  Princess  Royal  an  annuity 
c£5fl00l.  per  annum,  as  a  mark  of  his  royal 
&vour  ana  affection  to  her,  and  the  laws 
now  in  being  restraining  his  Majesty  from 
granting  the  same  for  any  longer  term 
than  his  own  life,  hopes,  he  shaQ  be  en- 
abled to  make  such  grant  for  the  life  of 
the  said  Princess  Royal,  in  case  she  shall 
survive  his  Majesty,  and  recommends  the 
consideration  uereof  to  this  House." 

The  above  Message  was  immediately 
taken  into  consideration,  and  a  Bill  or- 
dered accordingly,  which  passed  both 
Houses  in  three  days :  notwithstanding 
which,  it  is  observ£U)le,  that  upon  the 
second  reading  thereof  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  motion  being  made  for  com- 
mitting the  Bill,  the  same  was  opposed  by 
some  members  ;  but  upon  a  division,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  133 
against  56. 

Protest  against  committing  the  Bill  jfbr 
applying  1,200,000/.  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1734.] 
April  1 1.  A  Bill,  For  enabling  his  Majesty 
to  apply  the  sum  of  1,200,^/.  out  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1734,  and  for  appropriating  the  supplies 
granted  in  this  session  of  Parliament,  was 
read  a  second  time  :  And  a  motion  being 
made,  and  the  question  put.  That  the  Bill 
be  conmiitted,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 
Contents...  64  Not  Contents...  32 
Proxies  ...  SO        Proxies............  19 

94  51 

**  Dissentient' 
1.  *^  Because  the  taking  away,  in  this 
manner,  the  whole  produce  of  the  sinking 
lund,  has  a  tendency,  as  we  apprehend, 
to  the  destruction  of  parliamentary  credit 
and  nation^  &ith,  and  is  more  dangerous 
in  its  consequences,  as  it  is  founded  upon 
a  doctrine  newly  laid  down  ;  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  all  the  debts  subscribed  to  the 
South-Sea  Company,  have  no  right  to 
their  principal  money,  but  only  to  an  an- 
nuity of  four  per  cent,  and  if  this  opinion 
should  be  thought  to  be  countenanced  by 
*  Parliament  in  passing  this  Bill,  we  are 
apprehensive,  that  the  efiects  of  it  may 


be  too  soon  and  severely  felt,  especial!/ 
since  the  said  proprietors  have  found  by 
experience,  that  they  have  been  paid  m^ 
when  their  annuities  or  stocks  were  above 
par ;  and  the  sinking-fund  is  now  diverted, 
when,  as  we  apprenend,  the  said  stocks 
and  annuities  are  likely  to  &11  considerably 
under  par.  / 

2.  '^  Because  we  look  upon  this  pro- 
ceeding to  be  contrary  to  the  contract 
understood  to  have  been  made  be^ 
tween  the  public  and  those  creditors,  who 
consented  to  the  reduction  of  their  in- 
terest, in  confidence  that  their  principal 
and  remaining  interest,  would  thereby  be 
better  secured  ;  in  pursuance  of  which  an 
act  of  parliament  was  made,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  whereby 
It  is  enacted.  That  the  monies  to  arise 
from  time  to  time,  by  certain  surplusses, 
excesses,  and  overplus  monies  therein 
specified  (which  are  commonly  called  the 
Sinking-Fund )  shall  be  appropriated  for 
discharging  the  principal  and  interest  of 
such  National  Debts  and  incumbrances, 
as  were  incurred  before  the  25th  day  of 
December,  1716,  and  were  declared  to 
be  National  Debts,  and  were  provided 
for  by  act  of  Parliament  in  such  manner 
and  form,  as  should  be  directed  or  ap- 
pointed in  any  future  act  or  acts  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  tne  said  act  of  parliament  is 
confirmed  by  another  act,  made  in  the 
6th  year  of  his  late  Majesty,  which,  afler 
recitmg  that  the  said  overplus  money  will 
be  greatly  increased,  as  it  was  from  the 
24th  of  June,  1727,  applies  the  said  over- 
plus monies,  as  they  stood  appropriated  by 
the  former  act,  and  likewise  establishes  a 
contract  between  the  public,  and  every 
individual  creditor  of  the  public,  that  sub^ 
scribed  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  that 
the  said  subscribing  creditors  shall  have  a 
perpetual  annuity  of  four  per  cent,  from 
the  year  1727,  until  they  should  be  paid 
off ;  and  then  applies  die  Sinking-Fund  so 
increased,  to  pay  off  such  debts  as  were 
contracted  before  the  25th  of  December, 
1716,  and  declared  to  be  National  Debts, 
and  provided  for  by  act  of  parliament ; 
which,  if  it  is  pursued,  will  be  the  most 
effectual  means,  as  it  is  the  strongest  stipu- 
lation that  can  be  made,  for  paying  off 
the  National  Debt.  And  these  appropria- 
tions in  the  said  acts  were  manifestly  made 
to  prevent  the  application  of  the  Sinking- 
Fund  to  the  current  service  of  the  year,  or 
to  the  payment  of  Debts  incurred  since 
the  year  1716,  which,  like  the  present 
Navy-Debt,  may  have  lain  dormant  as 
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][0Dg  fis  they  could  possibly  be  concealed^ 
^a  been  occasioned  by  ministers,  who 
ipay  have  run  the  natio];i  into  larger  ex- 
pences  every  year,  than  they  thought  for 
their  interest  to  demand  from  Parliament. 
We  apprehend  the  greater  danger  from 
this  proceeding,  by  considering  the' steps 
whicn  haye  been  taken  before  it  came  to 
this  point.  At  first  some  surplusses  were 
distinguished  out  of  the  Sinking-lPund, 
and  supplies  for  the  current  senrice  of  the 
year  raised  upon  them.  Then  a  sum  of 
500,000/.  being  surplusses  of  the  said  fynd, 
over  the  miUion  which  had  been  annually 
paid  off,  was  applied  last  year  in  the  same 
manner.  Now  the  whole  is  takei^  at  once ; 
and  w^  may  justly  suspect,  that  the  next 
attempt  wiu  be  to  mortgage  the  Sinking- 
Pimd;  the  consequence  of  which  will 
inevitably  be,  as  we  conceive,  a  total  de- 
struction of  parliamentary  credit,  and 
introduce  a  necessity  of  taxing  the  funds. 
iThe  n^xt  step  is  more  easy  to  be  foreseen, 
^'an  proper  to  be  expressed. 

3.  ^'pecause  the  appropriating  clause 
|n  this  act  is,  in  effect,  an  unappropriation 
of  all  the  money  that  has  been  raised  this 
year,  and  puts  it  in  the  power  of  a  minis- 
^r  to  divert  any  of  the  supplies  to  what- 
ever purposes  he  shall  think  fit ;  and  this^ 
in  consequence  only  of  an  unprecedented 
xuessage  from  the  crown,  specifying  nei- 
ther Uie  dangers  apprehended,  nor  the 
^rvioes  proposed ;  whereas  appropriating 
flauses  were  introduced  to  pr^v^nt  the 
f  ecret  ill  use  of  public  money>  and  every 
tendency  of  breaking  through  them,  is  a 
just  foundation  for  parliamentary  jealou£ir 
and  inquiry ;  and  therefore  yre  apprehena, 
that  we  cannot  answer  it  to  the  nation,  if 
we  should  acquiesce,  when  such  innova- 
tions are  attempted. 

4.  "  Because  this  new  method  of  unap- 
propris^ting  money,  raised  for  particular 
tises,  firustrates  and  eludes  the  wisdom  and 
paution  of  parliaments  in  the  original  grant 
of  those  monies,  which  is  always  in  con- 
sequence of  estimates  laid  before  the  other 
House,  and  for  services  specified ;  and  this 
too,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  in  a 
full  House :  wnereas  this  unappropriating 
clause  comes  in  not  only  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  but  at  the  end  of  the  parliament, 
in  a  thin  House,  after  many  gentlemen 
were  obliged  to  go  to  their  respective 
countries,  and  the  House  may  be  appre- 
hended to  have  consisted  chiefiy  of  such 
^ho  had  either  no  business  in  the  country, 
or  had  particular  reasons  for  not  goine 
there  tilT  thi»  dau^  shoi^d  be  first  pwed, 
and  take  effect. 


5.  **  Because  this  clause  gives  ministers 
such  a  latitude  to  embezzle  or  misapply 
the  pu'blic  money,  that  we  apprehend  it  to 
be  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  ; 
for  the  accounts,  if  any,  given  afterwards 
of  the  disposal  of  such  sums,  though 
impossible  to  be  credited,  may  be  im- 
possible to  be  disproved.  Domestic  for- 
tunes may  be  raised  out  of  foreign  subsi- 
dies, and  the  money  asked  for  our  defence 
and  granted  for  our  safety,  may  be  em- 
ploy^ for  our  destruction.  The  Vote  of 
Credit  in  the  year  1726,  and  ^hat  was  built 
upon  it,  cost  the  nation  1,797,730/.  ex- 
clusive of  the  ffreat  increase  of  forces  by 
sea  and  land,  that  were  granted  by  parlia- 
ment :  435,000/.  were  never  accounted  for 
to  parliament ;  and  the  rest  YfB$  accounted 
for  under  the  articles  of  money  paid  to 
the  landgrave  of  Hesse,  amounting  to 
1,079,700/.  to  the  crown  of  Sweden, 
150,000/.  to  the  duke  of  WoIfenbutUe 
100,000^.  to  exchange  to  the  Hessians, 
10,335/.  to  exchange  to  Denmark,  22,694/1 
and  all  this  expence  was  incurred  to  guard 
against  dangers  which  the  administration 
then  ^ve  out  they  apprehended  from.th^ 
exorbitant  power  of  tiie  House  of  Austriau 

6.  **  Because  the  money  raised  this  year 
amounts  to  3,980,000/.;  one  million  is 
raised  by  that  expensive  way  of  mort- 
gaging the  salt-duty  for  eight  years;  the 
sinking  fund,  amounting  to  1,200,000/.  is 
taken,  and  every  thin^  done  that  can  cany 
an  appearance  of  easing  the  land  this  elec- 
tion year :  but  this  Billnot  only  gives  the 
minister  a  power  over  the  whole  supply 
raised  this  year,  but,  b^  this  unprecedented 
device,  lays  a  certain  foundation  of  a 
greater  load  upon  the  land,  which  the  na- 
tion may  be  reduced  to  pay  off,  with  in- 
terest, next  year :  and  we  cannot  omit  tliia 
circumstance,  that  the  i^oney  voted  this 
year  exceeds  the  supply  to  the  amount  of 
above  100,000/. 

7.  **  Because  we  conceive  this  precedent 
to  be  the  more  dangerous  at  the  end  of  a 
parliament,  and  may  be  followed  fatally 
for  our  liberties  at  the  conclusion  of  future 

Eorliaraents ;  for  we  have  little  reason  to 
e  ^re,  and  as  little  to  hope,  that  future 
parliaments  will  be  like  tnis,  unbiassed, 
uncomipt,  uninfluenced,  by  the  great 
number  of  employments  they  enjoy,  zea- 
lous asserters  of  the  laws,  liberties,  and 
constitution  of  their  country.  And  should 
there  ever  hereafter  unfortunately  be 
chosen  a  House  of  Commons,  con* 
fisting  of  a  set  of  men,  corrupted  by  a  mi- 
nister,    bartering   the  liberties  of  their 
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country  for  places  and  pensiome,  m  the 
ibnost  flagitiouf  manner ;  detested  and  des- 
pised by  those  they  repi'esent,  they  would 
probabfy,  towards  the  end  of  their  terra, 
complete  the  measure  of  their  iniquity,  by 
lodgmg  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of^heir 
corresponding  minister,  as  would  enable 
him  to  chuse  them  again  in  the  succeed- 
ing parliament,  contrary  to  the  intentions 
as  well  as  interest  of  thefir  true  electors, 
by  which  means  corruption  and  tyranny 
would  be  entailed  tipon  this  nation,  in  th^ 
most  dangerous  manner,  by  the  sanction 
of  parliament. 

8.  "  Because  blending  inconsistent 
matters  of  this  nature,  as^e  conceive,  in  a 
money-bill,  lays  this  House  under  the  ut- 
most cUfiiculties,  since  the  dela3rs  occa- 
sioned oy  any  alterations  made  in  this 
House  to  some  parts  of  a  money-bill,  may 
be  unavoidable  obstructions  to  other  parts 
of  it,  that  require  expedition  and  dis- 
patch. 

S-  **  Because  the  extending  of  this  un- 
precedented power  to  the  S^thof  December 
next,  is  a  length  of  time  beyond  what  was 
ever  known,  as  we  apprehend,  in  any  case, 
and  is,  in  our  opinion,  not  only  dangerous 
but  unnecessary :  for  the  chief  pretence 
for  the  vote,  was  to  have  power  during 
the  interval  of  parliament,  which  may  be 
chosen  and  meet  much  sooner,  if  it  shall 
be  thought  convenient,  after  so  extensive 
ajpower  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  mi- 
nisters for  so  long  a  term. (SigTied) 

Denbigh,  Litchfield,  Coventry, 
Northampton,  WincJielsea  and 
Nottingham,  Clinton,  Montjoy, 
Craven,  Bathurst,  Weymouth, 
Montrose,  Stair,  Strafford,  Thanet, 
Marlborough,  Carteret,  Oxford 
and  Mortimer,  Tweedale,  Gower, 
Masham,  Ker.'* 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session.']  April  16.  The  King  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
session  with  the  following- Speech  : 
"  My  Lords  and  Grentlemen, 
"  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
great  dispatch  you  have  given  to  the  public 
business,  and  for  the  confidence  you  have 
reposed  in  me  for  the  honour  and  security 
of  my  kingdonv  So  short  a  session,  at  so 
critical  and  important  a  conjuncture,  con- 
cluded with  so  much  unanimity,  and  so 
just  a  re^rd  for  the  true  interest  of  the 
xiation,,'will  give  great  weight  and  credit 
to  all  our  public  transactions,  and  procure 
^at  respect  and  dependance  upon  the 


great  councH  of  'this  nation,  whJdi  are  iA 
necessary  to  support  the  honour  and  in* 
terest  ot  Great-Britain  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commony^ 

*^  I  must  acknowledge  in  a  particular 
manner  the  zeal  and  readiness  which  yoti 
have  shewn  in  raising  in  so  effectual  4 
manner,  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  year:  the  provision  you  have 
made  for  paying  off"  great  part  of  the  debfc 
of  the  navy,  a  debt  necessarily  and  un» 
avoidably  incurred,  and  carryinfg  a  higher 
interest  than  the  old  national  debt,  and 
which,  being  at  a  discount,  increased  the 
charge  and  expence  in  all  comtracts  of  the 
navy  and  victuallmg,  mu^  certainly  be 
thought  of  singular  service  to  the  public. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  The  time  Imiited  for  the  expiration  of 
this  parliament  drawing  near,  I  have  re^ 
solved  forthwith  to  issue  my  prodamatioil 
for  the  dissolving  of  it,  and  for  callin^p  t 
new  parliament,  that  the  inconvenienciei 
unavoidably  attending  a  general  electionv 
may  be  put  an  end  to  as  soon  as  possible ; 
but  I  should  think*  myself  inexcusable,  if  I 
parted  with  this  parliament  without  doinj^ 
them  the  justice  to  acknowledge  the  many 
signal  proofs  they  have  given,  throv^  the 
course  of  seven  years,  of  dieir  doty,  fide- 
lity, "and  attachment  to  my  person  and 
government,  and  their  constant  regard  to 
flie  true  interest  of  their  country. 

"  The  prosperity  and  glory  of  my  reign 
depend  upon  the  affections  and  happiness 
of  my  people,  and  the  happiness  of  mr 
people  upon  my  preserving  to  them  ail 
their  legal  rights  and  privileges,  as  esta- 
blished under  the  present  settlement  of 
the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line.  A  due 
execution  and  strict  observance  of  the 
laws,  are  the  best  and  only  security  both 
to  sovereign  and  subject ;  their  interest  is 
mutual  and  inseparable,  and  therefore  thehr 
endeavours  for  the  support  of  each  other 
ought  to  be  equal  and  reciprocal ;  any  in- 
fringement or  incroachment  upon  the 
rights  of  either  is  a  diminution  of  the 
strength  of  both,  whlfch  kept  within  their 
due  bounds  and  limits,  make  that  just  ba- 
lance, which  is  necessary  for  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  for  thepro- 
tection  ana  prosperity  of  the  people.  What 
depends  upon  me,  shall,  on  my  part,  be 
refigiously  Kept  and  observed,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  of  receiving  the  just  returns  of 
duty  and  gratitude  from  them. 

"  I  must  in  a  particular  manner  recom- 
mend it  to  you,  and  fi-om  your  known  a^*- 
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the  great  object  of  the  nation  at  this  time 
was,  the  election  of  the  Scotch  peers.  It 
had  been  always  a  custom  for  those  who 
were  intrusted  by  his  Majesty  with  the  af- 
feirs  of  that  kingdom,  to  draw  out  a  list  of 
peers,  proper  to  be  ike  representatives  of 
the  whole  body  in  the  British  parliament. 
Those  lists  were  generally  handed  about, 
and  the  peers  named  in  them,  were  weU 
known ;  therefore,  it  was  natural  to  sup- 
pose, that  all  who  thought  themselves  in<* 
titled  to  the  same  preference,  should  op- 

gose  the  ministerial  list.  Some  Scotch  no- 
lemen  of  great  rank,  fortunes  and  cha- 
racters, happened  then  to  be  out  of  humour 
with  tlie  nunister,  and  consequently  they 
opposed  his  list ;  but  as  a  great  majority 
ot  the  Scotch  peers  supported  it,  it  was  in 
vain  for  the  lords  in  the  opposition  to  think 
of  succeeding^  by  numbers.  The  minis- 
terial list  this  year  contained  the  dukes  of 
Athol  and  Bucclcugh,  the  marquis  of  Lo« 
thianf  the  earls  of  Crawford,  Sutherland, 
Morton,  Loudon,  Finlater,  Selkirk,  Bel- 
carras,  Dunmore,  Orkney,  Portmore, 
Honeton,  Hay,  and  lord  CaUicart. 

The  election  was  to  be  at  the  borough 
room  in  Edinburgh,  and  about  the  dis- 
tance of  an  Engli^i  measured  mile,  in  the 
court-yard  of  the  palace  of  Holyrood- 
house,  a  battalion  of  foot  was  drawn  up. 
This  was  a  very  idle  precaution,  but  was 
meant  to  prevent  any  tumults,  some  being 
apprehended  from  the  dispositfon  of  the 
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fection  do  expect,  that  you  will  use  your 
best  endeavours  to  heal  the  unhappy  divi- 
sions of  the  nation,  and  to  reconcile  the 
minds  of  all,  who  truly  and  sincerely  wish 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  kingdom.  It 
Would  be  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  me  to 
see  a  perfect  harmony  restored  amongst 
them  tnat  have  one  and  the  same  pnn- 
ciple  at  heart,  that  there  might  be  no  dis- 
tinction, but  of  such  as  mean  the  support 
of  our  present  happy  constitution  in  church 
and  state,  and  such  as  wish  to  subvert 
both.  This  is  the  only  distinction  that 
ought  to  prevail  in  this  country,  where  the 
interest  of  king  and  people  is  one  and  the 
same,  and  where  they  cannot  subsist  but 
by  being  so.  If  religion,  Hberty,  and  pro- 
perty, were  never  at  any  time  more  fully 
enjoyed,  without  not  only  any  attempt, 
but  even  the  shadow  of  a  design,  to  alter 
and  invade  them,  let  not  these  sacred 
names  be  made  use  of,  as  artful  and  plau- 
sible pretences  to  undermine  the  present 
establishment,  under  which  alone  they  can 
be  safe. 

«  I  have  nothing  to  wish  but  that  my 
people  may  not  be  mi^uided ;  I  ^peal  to 
their  own  consciences  u>r  my  conduct,  and 
hope  the  providence  of  God  will  direct 
them  in  the  choice  of  such  representatives, 
as  are  most  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  care 
and  preservation  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
the  present  establishment,  and  all  the  re- 
ligious and  civil  rights  of  Great-Britain." 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his 
Majesty's  command,  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  14th  of  May ;  but  on  the  18th 
of  April,  a  proclamation  was  issued  for 
their  dissolution,  and  for  the  calling  a  new 
parliament. 

Principal  Occurrences  during  the 
Recess. — The  Parliament  dissolved — The 
Elections  through  the  Nation  go  for  the 
Court — Account  of  the  Elections  of  the 
Scotch  Peers — Protest  of  the  Duke  ^Ha- 
milton and  other  Peers — Foreign  Af- 
fairs— State  of  Great  Britain — Par- 
liament meets  and  is  prorogued^]  The 
parhament  was  no  sooner  dissolved,  than 
the  whole  nation  was  in  a  ferment 
about  chusing  a  new  one ;  which,  notwith- 
standing all  the  arts  of  the  opposition, 
went  greatly  in  favour  of  the  court.*     But 

>        -, c \ 

»  "  Parson's  Green,  6th  of  May  1743. 
The  news-papers  which  you  have,  give  you  as 
good  an  account  of  the  elections  as  1  can  do, 
and  distinguish  them  as  right  for  the  most  part. 
We  gast  ^bem  up  the  oth«r  day  at  sir  Robert 
8  % 


Walpole's,  and  then  we  had  gained  nine  upon 
the  balance  more  than  we  bad  in  the  last  par- 
liament ;  and  I  have  reckoned  three  gamed 
since,  and  1  suppose  we  shall  still  gain,  so. that 
your  majority  will  be  rather  too  great  than  too 
small."  Sir  Charles  Wager  to  Horace  Wal- 
pole :  Coxe's  Walpole. 

«  Claremont,  May  24,  1734.  We  returned 
very  victorious  from  Sussex,  and  you  may 
imagine  are  r.ot  a  little  pleased  with  it,  con- 
sidering the  violent  and  strong  opposition  we 
met  with,  and  the  bad  success  of  our  friends 
in  otlier  coumies,  as  Kent,  Cheshire,  Hamp- 
shire, Yorkshire,  Gloucestershire,  Eraex,  &c. 
Norwich  has  done  purely ;  I  most  heardij' 
congratulate  you  upon  it.  Norfolk  is  by  this 
time  over,  but  I  know  not  the  event,  but  am 
not  in  much  pain  about  it.  The  duke  of  Devon 
has  done  gloriously  in  Derbyshire,  and  Jen- 
nison  and  Middleton  in  Northumberland.  Oiir 
parliament  is,  I  think,  a  good  one  ;  but  by  no 
means  such  a  one  as  the  queen  and  your 
brother  imagine,  it  will  require  great  care 
attention,  and  management  to  set  out  right, 
and  keep  people  in  ^ood  humor."  The  duke 
of  Newciurtle  to  Horaoe  Walpole :  Coxe'a 
Walpole. 
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populace,  and  the  importance  of  the  occa- 
non.  It  was,  however,  improTed  by  the 
antiministerial  party  into  a  Kind  of  orer- 
awing  the  election.  Therefore,  the  eari 
of  Stair,  with  sixteen  other  peers,  before 
they  proceeded  to  business,  entered  a 
fiM'mal  protest  on  that  account  against  all 
the  proceedings  that  mi^t  happen. 

Besides  the  list  we  have  alr^idy  given, 
Another  was  proposed,  containing  the 
dukes  ci  Hamilton,  Montrose,  Queens- 
berry,  Roxbur^  marquis  of  Tweedale, 
earl  odf  Stair,  earl  of  Marchmont,  Rothes, 
Haddington,  Caithness,  Buchan,  Aber- 
deen, Dondonald,  Strathmore,  Glasgow, 
and  lord  Elphinstone.  But  when  both  lists 
caaoe  to  be  voted  for,  the  crown  list  was 
carried  by  a  great  majority.  The  duke  of 
Hamilton,  however,  before  he  gave  his 
TOte,  entered  a  general  protest  a^nst  the 
electtng  the  16  peers  upon  the  court  list; 
aiU  whom  he  particularly  named  in  his  pro- 
test, which  was  founded  upon  his  having 
•trong  grounds  to  believe,  **  That  the 
peers,  who  were  to  vote  at  the  election, 
nad  not  all  of  them  been  left  at  liberty  to 
make  a  free  choice  of  such  peers,  as  they 
should  judge  most  prcmer  to  represent  the 
peera^  of  Scotland.  But  that  a  list  of  16 
peers  had  been  named  by  the  minister,'aDd 
aent  down  by  his  agent,  to  Jbe  chosen,  and 
that  undue  influence  had  been  used  with 
many  of  the  peers  of  Scotland,  to  vote  for 
the  said  list ;  therefore,  continues  the  pro- 
test, that  in  case  it  shall  appear  in  the 
course  of  this  election,  that  the  list  voted. 
Is,  and  hath  been,  a  list  so  named  by  the 
minister;  and  that  undue^  means  have  been 
used  to  induce  the  peers,  who  are  to  vote 
at  this  election,  or  ai^y  number  of  them,  to 
¥ote  for  such  lut,  by  promise  or  grant  of 
place,  pension  or  reward,  to  themselves, 
or  their  near  relations,  or  by  threatenings 
of  beine^emoved  from  offices,  or  of  any 
other  und  whatever;  that  such  election 
^lall  be  held  as  illegal,  contrary  to  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  therefore  void. 
And  I  do  hereby  protest,  that  I  shall  be  at 
liberty  farther  to  oissent  from  such  election, 
if  made,  and  to  renew  my  protest,  and  to 
offer  mj  reascms  and  objections  against 
the  same  in  a  more  particular  manner. 
fSignedfJ  Hamilton,  Queensberry, 
Montrose,  Roxburgh,  Tweedale, 
Rothes,  Buchan,  Strathmore,  Had- 
dington, Kincardine,  Aberdeen, 
Dundonald, .  Marchmont,  Stair, 
Glasgow,  Rosberrie,  Salton,  El- 
phinstone, Napier,  Blantyre.'* 
To  this  protest  was  added  a  sinfte  De- 
tVOL.  IX.  1 


claration,  by  the  lord  Elphinstone,  in  th« 
following  remarkable  words. 

**  I  Charles  lord  Elphinstone  do  herd>]r 
adhere  to  the  protest  entered  by  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  concerning  undue 
influence  used  by  people  in  power  for  this 
election  of  16  peers,  to  sit  and  vote  in  the 
ensuing  pariiament.  And  I  do  it  for  this 
reason,  that  they  have  attempted  such 
undue  influences  upon  myself,  which  at* 
tempts  I  withstood,  and  rejected  their  of* 
fers.  At  Edinburgh,  the  4th  day  of  June, 
1734,  at  the  election  of  the  16  peers  afore- 
said.   Elphinstone." 

A  like  Declaration  was  made  by  the 
earl  of  Rosberrie,  a  person  notoriously  in- 
famous in  jiis  character,  and  unsound  in 
his  mind.  The  election  being  over,  the 
duke  of  Queensberry  entered  the  following 
Protest,  which  was  subscribed  by  the  same 
peers,  who  had  signed  that  of  the  duke  of 
Hamilton. 

**  In  my  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of 
such  of  the  peers  of  Scotland,  as  shall  sid* 
here  to  me,  I  do  protest  that  the  pretended 
election  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Athol, 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  &c.  to 
represent  the  peerage  of  Scotland,  is  void 
and  null,  for  these,  among  other  reasons ; 

"  That  it  appears,  from  the  several  cir- 
cumstances, which  have  preceded  and  at- 
tended this  election,  that  this  list  hath  been 
named  by  the  minister,  and  sent  down  by 
his  agent,  without  regard  to  the  real  opi- 
nion and  sentiments  of  the  peers,  and  that 
several  of  them  have  been  tied  down  either 
to  give  their  votes  for  this  list,  or  to  incur 
the  displeasure  of  the  minister. 

*^  That  for  many  months  past,  very  un- 
due influence  hath  been  used  (as  I  have 
ground  to  believe  from  wliat  hadi  already  - 
passed  at  this  meeting,  and  hope  in  proper 
time  to  make  farther  appear)  with  many  >^ 
of  the  peers  of  Scotland!,  to  engage  or  in- 
timidate them  to  vote  for  this  list,  at  least 
such  list  as  should  be  put  into  their  hands, 
by  promise  or  mnt  of  money,  places, 
pensions,  or  preferments  civil  or  military 
to  themselves,  or  their  near  relations ;  or 
by  threatenings,  equally  inconsistent  with 
the  freedom  of  elections. 

**  That  I  am  rather  induced  to  believe 
that  such  undue  influence  hath  been  used, 
because  of  the  many  notorious  instances 
that  have  occurred  of  undue  practices,  with 
respect  to  the  elections  of  the  commoners, 
by  promise  or  grant  g£  places  civil  or  mi- 
litary^ and  ofiers  of  grants  of  great  sums  of 
money  to  influence  voters  boSi  in  counties 
aaA  boroughs,  such  as  hath  not  been  heard 
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of  at  anj  time  before,  b^  known  agents  of 
the  minister,  and  liberties  that  have  been 
taken  by  returning  officers,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  laws ;  the  consequences  of 
whicli  must  be  too  plain,  as  tending  en- 
tirely to  the  destruction  of  the  fi'eedom  of 
elections,  the  ruin  of  oar  constitution,  the 
aiEipping  Uie  very  foundation  of  parliaments, 
ana  rendesing  them  entirely  dependent  not 
only  upon  the  crown,  but  every  assuming 
minister. 

'<  For  these  reasons  I  do  protest,  that 
the  pr^ent  pretended  elecnon  of  the 
aforesaid  sixteen  peers,  to  wit,  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Athol,  bis  grace  the  duke  of 
Buccleugh,  &c.  is  void ;  and  that  the  elec- 
tion of  such  sixteen  peers  as  have  the 
greater  number  of  votes,  setting  aside  the 
«>ove  list  named  by  the  minister,  is  the 
only  fair  and  free  election,  and  they  alone 
are  intitled  to  represent  the  peerage  of 
Scotland  in  the  ensuing  parliament :  and  I 
do  protest,  for  my  part,  that  I  have  given 
my  vote  for  the  list,  for  which  I  have  voted 
in  consequence  of  my  free  choice,  without 
any  undue  influence  used  from  me ;  and 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  use  no  undue 
influence  upon  any  peer  whatsoever  to 
concur  with  me  in  that  choice :  and  re- 

3uire  you,  Mr.  James  Justice  and  Mr. 
ohn  Murray,  clerks  of  session  officiating 
at  the  said  election,  to  extract  fVom  the 
minutes  of  election,  and  deliver  to  me  a 
certificate  of  such  sixteen  peers  as  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes,  setting  aside 
the  above  list  named  by  the  minister.*' 
Signed,  Queensberry,  &c.  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding protest. 

When  the  earl  of  Kincardine  signed  this 
Protest,  he  reserved  to  honself  a  power  of 
making  any  further  declarations  of  matters 
within  his  own  knowledge,  when  called 
upon  by  any  pro(>er  court  or  authority. 

The  list  on  which  the  minority  fell  was 
as  follows,  viz.  dukes  of  Hamilton,  Mon- 
trose, QiHgensberry,  Roxburgh,  niarquis 
of  Tweedale,  earh  of  Stair,  Marchmont, 
Rothes,  Haddington,  Caithhess,  Buchan, 
Aberdeen,  Dundonald,  Strathmore,  Glas- 
gow, and  lord  Elphinstone. 

llie  election  of  Stanislaus  to  the  crown 
of  Poland,  proved  but  a  short  gleam  of 
bope  to  that  prince.  The  Russian  army 
advanced  with  rapidity  on  one  side,  as  the 
Saxcms  did  on  the  other  side,  of  Poland,  in 
&vour  of  king  Augustus,  till  at  last  Stanis- 
laus was  obliged  to  retire  to  Dants^ick, 
which  had  declared,  that  it  would  stand  by 
him  to  the  last  extremi^.  This  gave  the' 
p^rty  of  kin|^  Augustus  toisure  to  proceed 


to  a  new  election ;  and  on  the  17di  of  Ja« 
nuary  that  prince  was  crowned  at  Cracow 
with  the  usual  solemnity,  while  the  Russian 
general,  afler  poesessinghimself  of  Thorny 
advanced  against  Dantzick,  and  made 
himsdf  master  of  some  of  Uie  most  im- 
portant posts  in  its  neighbourhood.  Thm 
DantzicLers  at  first  put  on  an  air  of  reso- 
lution; but  finding  the' town  untaiiable, 
and  Stanislaus  perceiving  that  his  presence 
must  expose  them  to  the  greatest  calami* 
ties,  he  formed  a  secret  resolution  of  re* 
tiring.  Both  he  and  the  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, had  great  expectations  from  the  as- 
sistance promised  them  b^  France,  and 
were  in  nopes  that  the  lung  of  PhUMa 
would  declare  m  their  favour.  But  tfaey 
were  disappointed  in  all :  for  though  sotne 
French  troops  did  arrive  to  their  asste- 
ance,  they  could  not  prevent  a  great  part 
of  Dantzick  being  reduoed  to  ashes  by 
the  Russian  artillery.  All  that  his  Prussiaa 
majesty  could  do  was  to  make  some  fiunt 
ofiers  of  mediation  with  the  Czarina,  whidi 
were  rejected.  The  French  succours  wera 
no  more  than  S,000 ;  and  having  mada  a 
fVuitle£(s  attempt  against  the  IlussiaiiBt 
kin^  Stanislaus  seeing  his  afiairs  desperate^ 
made  his  escape  in  a  wonderful  manner  out 
of  Dantzick,  which  was  compelled  imme* 
diately  to  admit  the  Russian  troops  and 
recognize  the  right  of  king  Augustus,  to- 
gether with  all  Uie  Poli^  noblemen  wh^ 
were  there,  and  who  had  fii^owed  the  for- 
tune of  king  Stanislaus. 

In  Germany  the  French  met  wi&  gra>t 
success,  but  received  an  irreparaUe  lost 
by  the  death  of  the  marshal  duke  de  Ber*> 
wick,  who  was  killed  in  the  ti«nches  which 
he  had  opened  before  Fhilipsburgh  upoD 
the26thof  ApriL  The  great  prince  Bugeno 
arrived  on  the  Rhine,  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  im{>erlal  armv  t^re; 
but  he  found  matters  in  such  woider, 
that  he  could  only  act  upon  the  defensive 
against  marshal  d' Asfelot,  who  suooeeded 
the  duke  de  Berwick  in  the  cbmmand  of 
fhe  French  army,  and  obliged  Pbilxpfi- 
burgh  at  last  to  surrender ;  wlnle  prince 
Eugene  foimd  himself  so  far  inferior  to  the 
French  in  numbers,  that  be  could  giiPe  it 
no  relief.  But  this  was  ^tte  principal  event 
of  the  war  upon  the  Rhine  this  year;  foe 
soon  after  both  armies  broke  up,  and  went 
into  winter  quarten^. 

But  in  Italy,  the  campaign  was  hot  and 
bloody.  Tlie  Firench,  after  takmg  the 
ca£tle  of  Milan,  and  reducing  many  other 
forts,  entered  the  Modeneze,  while  Don 
Carlos,  at  the  head  c^his  own  and  his*  &- 
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tlier>  ftoc^  took  poBseasion  of  Naples,  <^ 
whidi  his  Catholic  Majesty  declared  him 
King,  and  laid  siegje  to  Gaeta  and  Capua^ 
The  imperialists  in  Italy  were  commanded 
by  count  Merci,  a  brave  but  rash  general. 
1  he  Spaniards  were  commanded  b^r  the 
count  de  Montimar^  a  general  likewise  of 
great  abilities,  who  gained  many  advan- 
tages over  the  impermlists,  particularly  at 
Bltonto,  where  he  routed  them  with  great 
•laughter.  On  the29th  of  June  wasfought 
the  battle  of  Parma,  in  which  the  count  de 
Merci  obstinatelv  attacking  the  French, 
was  himself  killed,  with  several  general  of- 
ficers and  some  thousands  of  the  imperial- 
ists, who  were  obliged  to  retire  in  great 
disorder.  The  loss  of  tlie  French,  who 
were  commanded  by  marshal  de  Coi^y, 
was  little  inferior,  and  the  prince  of  Wur- 
tenbur^h,  upon  the  death  of  Merci,  took 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  imperialists. 
This  battle  was  followed  by  the  surrender 
of  the  strong  fortress  of  Gaeta  to  Don 
Carlos.  The  imperialists,  however,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  campaign,  surprised 
marshal  de  Broglio,  a  French  general, 
who  lost  about  2,000  of  his  men,  ^ed  or 
taken  prisoners.  But  both  sides  claimed 
the  honour  of  the  victory :  nor  was  there 
ever  a  war  carried  on  with  more  bloodshed 
than  thai  in  Italy  this  year  between  the 
iniperialists  and  the  allies^  the  kings  of 
Spain,  France  and  Sardinia.  It  was*  owing 
to  the  last  that  af&irs  went  so  prosperously 
this  year  for  t|ie  allies  in  Italy.  T^e  Frencn 
court  had  appointed  the  marshal  de  Vil- 
lars  to  conmiand  the  troops  in  Italy.  That 
general  had  outlived  all  his  great  aualities 
but  his  enterpriztng  courage;  and  nis  Sar- 
dinian Majesty  had  the  address  to  get  him 
recalled,  and  the  marshals  Broglio  and 
Coigni  sent  in  his  room,  without  giving 
umbrage  either  to  him  or  his  court.  After 
lliia,  the  most  prosperous  events  of  the 
war  for  the  allies  were  planned  by  the  king 
of  Sardinia ;  and  all  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples submitting  to  Don  Carlos,  he  prepared 
towards  the  end  of  the  campaign,  to  at- 
tack Sicily,  where  some  Spanish  troops  had 
already  landed.  Notwithstanding  this, 
while  all  Europe  imagined  that  both  armies 
were  about  going  into  winter  quarters,  the 
imperial  court  sent  orders  to  their  generals, 
Konigs^g  and  Wallis,  to  keep  uie  field, 
which  they  did  ^ith  40,000  men,  and  ob- 
tained several  advantages  over  the  allies, 
who  must  have  been  totally  ruined  had  it 
not  been  foir  the  wisdom  and  courage  of 
the  Idog  of  Sardinia,  who  obliged  t^m  to 
retreat  again  beyond  th#  ro  aad  the 
OgUo. 


In  themean  while, Great  Britain  was  en- 
joying all  the  comfoirts  of  protected  com- 
merce and  a  respectable  neutrality.  The 
state  of  afiatrs  in  the  rest  of  Europe,  notwith- 
standing all  the  clamour  at  home,  gave 
her  great  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  all  na- 
tions and  potentates.  In  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  her  fleet  consisted  of  ^out  iifly 
8hq>s  of  ihe  line  of  battle  with  a  proportion 
of  frigates  and  small  ships,  all  at  sea, 
or  ready  to  put  to  sea,  and  commanded 
by  sir  John  Norris,  <me  of  the  ablest, 
though  not  of  the  most  successful,  admirals 
that  ever  England  had.  The  great  cpn- 
hdence  which  the  parliament  h^  reposed 
in  his  Majesty,  adoed  to  the  figure  which 
Enffland  then  made ;  and  the  states  of 
Houand  having  come  to  a  resolution  to 
augment  their  tbrces  by  sea  and  land,  the 
Hague  became  the  seat  of  negotiation, 
where  all  parties  submitted  their  interests 
to  the  decision  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
The  obstinacy  of  the  imperial  court  ren- 
dered fho&e  interests  for  a  long  time  in- 
compatible. But  about  the  beginning  of 
October,  some  hints  of  accommodaiUon 
beffan  to  perspire.  One  was,  that  die 
duke  of  Lorrain  ^ould  marry  the  em- 
peror's daughter,  which  accordingly  took 
place :  but  toon  after  matters  begun  to 
wear  a  more  favourable  aspect,  and  the 
hopes  of  a  negotiation  were  so  far  ad- 
vanced, that  the  following  Paper  was  com- 
municated by  the  neutral  powers  to  the 
French  and  Imperial  ambassadors  by  way 
of  trial. 

*•  Whether  the  emperor  and  France 
would  be  content  that  don  Carlos  remain 
king  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  on  condition  of 
giving  the  House  of  Austria,  Parma,  and 
Ilacentia,  with  a  part  of  Milan  and  the 
succession  to  Tuscany,  as  an  equivalent  ? 
Whether  king  Stanislaus,  preserving  his 
regal  titles,  will  be  satisfied  to  be  made 
dime  of  Lorrain,  and  that  dutchy  erected 
into  an  electorate  ?  The  duke  of  Lorrain 
to  marrv  the  eldest  archduchess,  to  be 
declared  king  d  the  Romans,  and  to  have 
Parma  and  Placentia  immediately,  and 
Tuscany  after  the  death  of  the  ^eat  duke  ? 
Or  in  case  this  second  article  is  reiected, 
whether  Poland  shall  not  be  divided  be- 
tween Stanislaus  and  Augustus,  the  longest 
liver  to  take  the  whole  ?" 

Early  in  the  spring,  a  fleet  of  twenty 
sail  of  the  line  were  in  the  Downs,  ana 
eight  regiments  were  ordered  over  from 
Ireland  to  England.  It  is  certain,  that 
these  precautions  this  year  preserved  the 
public  tranquillity  in  England.    The  king 
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of  Sardinia  wai  the  only  power  of  the  allies 
who  wasaincere  in  his  professions  of  friend- 
ship for  Great  Britain.  Though  the  prime 
minister  of  Spain,  who  was  lately  dead, 
had,  upon  his  death-bed,  recommended  to 
hb  master  the  continuapce  of  a  peace  with 
England  as  the  most  valuable  legacy  he 
coiud  leave  him,  yet  the  bigotry  of 
that  court  paid  but  very  little  r^ard  to 
his  advice.  The  eldest  son  of  the  Pre- 
tender was  suffered  to  serve  with  particular 
marks  of  distinction  in  the  army  of  Don 
Carlos,  who  gave  no  obscure  hints  that  he 
would,  whenever  it  was  in  his  power,  &- 
vour  the  pretensions  ofhis&mily.  The 
French,  about  the  same  time,  published  a 
severe  edict  to  compel  all  British  sub- 
jects either  to  leave  that  kingdom,  or  inlist 
m  their  armies.  The  earl  of  Walgrave, 
the  British  minister,  presented  a  memorial 
on  that  head  to  the  French  court ;  who 
explained  themselves  by  saying,,  that  they 
meant  that  their  edict  should  take  place, 
onlv  against  British  and  Irish  vagabonds, 
and  those  who  have  no  visible  means  of  sub- 
aistance  or  settled  place  of  abode. 

In  June  this  year,  the  lord  Forbes  waited 
upon  his  Majesty  at  Kensington  from 
Kussia,  where  a  treaty  of  commerce  had 
been  concluded  with  the  Czarina  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  British  nation,  imd 
he  had  been  honoured  by  her  with  par- 
ticular marks  of  esteem  and  confidence. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  dav  appointed 
by  proclamation  for  the  writs  tot  members 
of  the  new  parliament  to  be  returnable, 
many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
attended  at  the  House  of  Peers,  where  by 
his  Majesty's  command  a  writ  was  read 
for  proroguing  Ae  parliament  to  the  16th 
of  July,  and  from  thence,  by  various  pro- 
rogations, it  was  prorogued  to  the  14tn  of 
January,  1'735,  when  they  sat  for  .the  dis- 
patch of  business.* 


HRST  SESSION 

OF   THE 

EIGHTk  PARLIAMENT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Meeting  of  the  New  ParliamerU.l  Jan. 
14,  1735.  This  day  the  New  Parliament 
met  at  Westminster.  The  Kin^beinj^ 
seated  on  the  throne,  adorned  with  his 
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crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  attended 
with  his  officers  of  state;  the  prince  ef 
Wales,  in  his  robes,  sitting  in  his  place  on 
his  Majesty's  r^t  hand;  the  Lords beii^ 
likewise  in  their  robes ;   commanded  the 

gendeman  usher  of  the  black  rod,  to  let 
le  Commons  know.  It  is  his  Maiesty's 
pleasure,  that  they  attend  him  immediately 
m  this  House. 

Who  being  come:  the  Lord  Chancellor 
said: 

**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  His  Majesty  hath  commanded  me  to 
let  you  know,  lliat  he  is  not  pleased  to  de- 
clare his  reasons  for  calling  this  parliament, 
till  there  be  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

<'  And  therefore  it  is  his  Majesty's  piea^ 
sure,  that  you  gendemen,  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  immediately  repair  to  the  place 
w^ere  the  Commons  nsually  sit,  and  there 
choose  a  fit  person  to  be  your  Speaker ; 
and  that  you  present  him  whom  you  so 
choose  to  his  Majesty,  here,  for  his  royal 
approbation,  on  Thursday  the  23d  of  tins 
month,  at  two  of  the  dock.*' 

Then  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  retire; 
and  the  Commons  withdrew. 

List  of  the  House  qfCommonsJ}  The 
following  is  a  List  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons : 

A  List  of  the  House  of  Commons 
IN  THE  Eighth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  which  met  at 
Westminster,  January  14>,  17S5. 

Bedfobdshirb.— Sir  Rowland  Abton.    Jofan 
Spencer ;  Blade  his  election  for  Woodstock. 
Sir  Roger  Borgoyne. 

Bedford.'-^einnd  Ongley.    I%r  J.  Tan.  San- 
broke  ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nor.  18, 
1740. 
Sir  Botder  CbemodEe. 

Berkshire. — William  Archer;  Died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Nor.  15, 1739. 

Winch .  Howard  Packer.  Peny sfcoa  Fow- 
ney;  Verdurer  of  Windsor  forest. 

Windsor. — ^Lord  Vere  Bpaudetk ;  Made  a  lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  a  new  writ  being  or- 
dered, March  2,  1738,  he  was  re-elected. 

Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk ;  Made  fice  cham- 
berlain of  his  Majesty's  hooseboM,  and  a 
new  writ  bein^  ordered,  April  S3,  1740,  be 
4V&fi  i*^«eiectfifl 

Richard  Oklfield,  and  Lord  Yere  Beaa- 
derk;  A  double  retonis  the  latter  was  dt> 
dared  duly  .elected. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HIT]  Ua  ofihe  House  of  Commons. 

RauimM.'^Ihrry  Gteey ;  Died,  &  new  writ  or- 
dwed^Nov.  18,  1740. 

RiciMtfd  FoCteug«f ;  Made  a  Wdsh  judge, 
and  a  new  writ  being  ordered.  May  15, 
1735,  he  was  re-elected ;  and  died,  and  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  28, 173Q. 

WilKam  Strode ;  Not  duly  elected. 

John  Blagrave.    John  Dodd. 

WaiUngford.'^WiWmm  Hacks ;   Died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Dec.  5,  1740. 
Thomas  Tower.    Joseph  Townshend. 
^hingdon^-^Rchert  Hocks. 
Bucks. 


-Sir  Wm.  Stanhope.    Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

BwcWi^AfliH.— G.  Chamberlayne;  Changed 
bis  name  to  Denton. 

Richard  Orenville ;  Son  of  the  former. 
Ckippmg  ITicam^.^Edmmid  Waller;   Made 
his  election  ibr  Marlow. 

Harry  Waller.    Sir  Charles  Vernon. 

jly/<s&ttry.--^hristopher  Towor.  Sir  George 
Champion. 

.^l^moiu/esAom.— Thomas  Lutwych ;  Died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  11, 1735. 

Henry  Marshall.  Thomas  Gore. 
Wenimm^.  4\Mm  Hampden ;  Made  commis- 
sary of  his  Majesty's  stores  of  war,  and  pio- 
Tisions  for  his  Aligesty's  forces  at  Gibraltar ; 
and  a  new  writ  bemff  ordered,  May  15, 
1735,  he  was  re-elected. 

John  fioteler;  Not  daly  elected,  anew 
writ  ordered,  April  IT,  1735. 

James  rise.  Limerick. 

Grea^AGsr/bv.— Sir  Thomas  Hoby.  Ed- 
mund Waller. 

CAMBUDOBSHmE.— Henry  Bromley ;  Cre^ed 
lofd  Montlbrt,  at  the  expiration  of  this  par^ 
liament. 

Samuel  Shepherd. 

ITJwv.  of  Caw^riffec— Edward  Finch.  Tho- 
mas Townshend. 

Town  of  Cambridge.'^^r  John  Hynlh  iDotton. 
Tho.  Sclater  Bacon ;  Died,  a  new  writ  order- 
ed, Feb.  1,  1787. 
Gilbert  Affleck. 

Chbshibs.  —  Charles  Cholmondeley.  John 
Crew,  Jan. 

CAes^.-~Sir  Robert Grosrcoor.  (^Charles 
Banbury. 

CoBNWALL.— 1^  John  St  Aabm.  Sir  William 
Carew. 

LattncestoTL — John  King;  Succeeded  his  Ei- 
ther as  k>rd  King ;  and  sir  William  Irby, 
petitioner  agaiM  him,  was  voted  daly 
elected. 

Sir  -WiHiaai  Morice.    Sfar  William  Irby ; 
Chamberlain  to  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

X«flwrd.-^GeQrge  Dennis;  Comptroller  of  the 
lotteries.  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  March 
17, 1740. 

Ridiard  EDiot;  Audilor-general  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 
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CharlesTrelawney.  Richard  Elliot ;  Re- 
ceJTer-general  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Xesfvi/Aie/.— Richard  Edgecnmbe ;  Joint  Tictt 
treasurer  and  pay  master  of  Ireland,  now  Iwd 
Edgecombe. 

Philip  Lloyde ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
March  21, 1735. 

Mat.  Ducie  Moreton ;  Succeeded  his  fa- 
ther as  lord  Ducie;  a  new  writ  ordered^ 
May  12,  1735. 

Sir  John  Crosse. 

Truro. — Robert  Trefusis. 
nay. 

Bodmin, — John  Laroche.    Sir  John  Heath* 

cote. 
HeUton.^ohn  Evelyn.    John  Harris. 

&i//<isA.— John  viscount  Glenorcby.    Thomas 

Corbet. 
Come^orrf.— Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton ;  A  lord  of 

the  Admiralty. 
James  Cholmonddey  ;     lieutenant- col. 

of  the  Horse-guards,  and  governor  of  Cbcs* 

terCasUe. 

West  Xooe.— John  Willes ;  Made  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  court  of  Common  Piotf:  anew 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  1,  1737. 

Edward  Trelawney ;  Seat  Tacated,  being 
at  the  time  of  his  election  a  commissioner  6f 
the  Customs. 

John  Strange ;  Solicitor-general. 

John  Owen. 

Gramporcnd— Philip-  Hawkins;  Died,  a 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  1,  1739. 

Thomas  Hales ;   Clerk  of  the  board 
green-cloth. 

Thomas  Trefusis;  Captain  of  a  man 


war,  aiierwards  a  commiesioner  of  the  NaTy. 

isseatva* 
election,  a 


East  Loot. — Edward  Trelawney  i  His  seat  va« 
I,  being  at  tbe  time  ot  his  el 


cated, 

commissioner  of  the  Customs. 

Charies  Longueville.     Samud  Holden ; 
Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740. 

Henry   \jsg^^%    Commissioner   of  the 
Navy. 
Penryn, — Sir  Richard  Mill.    John  Clarering. 
Tr^ony— John  Goddard  ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Feb.  1, 1737. 

Heniy    Penton.     Sir    Robert   Cowan; 
Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  33,  1737. 

Joseph  Gulston ;  Deputy-ranger  of  En- 
field cbace;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
80,  1742. 
iBossiney, — Henry  vise.  Pafmerston  ;  Remem- 
brancer of  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland* 
Townshend  Andrews;   Deputy-paymas- 
ter of  the  Forces ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered. 
May  13,  1737. 
Peregrine  Powlett. 
St.  ioef.— Sir  Robert  Rich ;  Colonel  of  a  regi- 
meut  of  Dra^[oons,  groom  of  the  Bedcham- 
ber to  his  Majesty,  and  major-general. 
W.  Mackwortb  Praed. 
l^ivey.'*— Jonathani  Rashleigh.    John  Hedges  ; 
Died,  a  new  writ  ordered|.Jime  21, 1737. 
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S$.  GenMtiu.--€lUurle8  lord  BthiiMre ;  Lord 
of  (be  B«dch«iiber  to  the  Prineo  of  Wales. 
Charles  Montagu. 

St.  MfcAiu;/.— Robert  Orde.    Tboittas  Watts, 

^Nemport—ThomBs  Herbert;  Colonel  in  the 
first  redolent  of  Foot-guards ;  died»  a  new 
writ  or&red,  Jan.  8, 1740. 
Sir  John  Moleswordi.    Nicholas  Heriiert. 

Si.  Mawt. — Henr^  Vane.  Richard  Plumer ; 
Made  a  commissiooer  of  trade  and  planta- 
tions :  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  May 
14)  1735,  he  was  re-elected. 

KtUington. — Isaac  Leheup.  Thomas  Cople- 
stone. 

Cumberland. — Sir  James  Lowther;  Vice-ad- 
miral of  this  county. 

Sir  Joseph  Pennington ;  Comptroller  of 
the  Excise  cash. 
Card'ffe. — Charles  Howard;  Aad-de-camp  to 
bis  Mi^)esty. 
John  Hylton. 
CockermoUih.'^Wimnm  Finch.     8ir  Wilfred 
Lawson ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  34, 
1738. 
Sldred  Cnrwen.  ^ 

BERBTSHmE.— Lord  Charles  Cavendish  ;  Lord 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Prince,  and  bro- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Devonshire. 
Sir  Nathaniel  Curzon. 
Derby.  —  Lord  James  Cavendish.     Charles 
Stanhope ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordoied,  March 
S,  1736. 
John  Stanhope. 

Dbvonshire.— Sir  WiU.  Courteoay ;  Died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  15, 1736. 
Henry  Rolle.    John  Btnnfylde. 
Exeter, — John  King ;  Succeeded  bis  father  as 
lord  King;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  11, 
1735. 
Thomas  Balle.    Sir  Heaiy  Northcote. 
7o<fiest.— Sir  Charles  Wilies.    Joseph  Dan- 

rers. 
Plyf>idtfM.*-Arthar  Stert ;  A  commiasioDer  fot> 
settling  the  merchants*  losses  with  l^ain. 

RotertByng;  Made  vovemor  or  Barba- 
does ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  May  22, 1739. 
John  Rogers ;  Not  duly  elected. 
Charles  Tanbrugfa ;  CaptamintheNavy; 
died,  a  new  writ  oHered,  Nov.  18, 1740. 
Lord  Henry  Beauderk. 
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Thomas  Walker;  Surveyor  of  tbe  crowa 
lands. 
Honiion. — Sir  W.  Yon^;  Made  seeretary  at 
war,  and  a  new  wnt  being  ordered.  May 
9,  1735,  he  was  re-elected. 
William  Courtenay. 

7avi5foc^.-.-Charles  Fane ;  Son  to  brd  Fane, 
and  envoy  to  the  court  of  Florence. 
Sidney  Meadows. 
Athburlons—Sir  W.  Yonge;  Made  his  elec- 
tion for  Honiton. 

Itoger  Tuckfield ;  Died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, April  4,  1739. 
Thomas  Bladen.    Joseph  Taylor. 

Dartmouth, — George  Treby  ;  Made  a  lord  of 
the  Treasury  ;  ami  a  new  writlieing  ordered, 
Nov.  18, 1740,  he  was  re-elected. 

Walter  Cary ;  Made  one  of  the  clerks 
comptrollers  of  his  Majesty's  household  ; 
and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  May  16, 1738, 
he  was  re-elected. 

Berea4/ofi.— Sir  F.  Henry  Drake ;  Died,  » 
new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  8,  1740. 

John  Bristow;  Deputy -governor  of  the 
South  Sea  Com[mny. 
Slamuel  Heathcote. 
Therton. — Arthur  Arsoot  Dudley  Ryder; 
His  Majesty's  solidtor-g^eral,  made  attor- 
ney-general  ;  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered, 
F^.  1, 1737,  he  was  re-elected. 

George 


/, 


Y  Oakhamptan, — W.  Northmore ;  Died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  March  21, 1735. 

Thomas  Pitt    George  Lyttolton ;  Secre- 
tary to  the  Prince  of  M^Jes. 

Bamttaple, — Sir  John  Chichester;  Died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740. 
Theophilus  Portescue.    John  Basset. 

P/vfRp/on;— Thomas  Clutteibuck.     Richard 
fidgeounb^ ;  Mada  hia  el^^tion  lor  Lest- 


DoRSETSHiBE. — Edm.  Mort.  Pkydell. 

Chaffin. 
Poo/^.— Geoige  Trenchard.     Thomas  Wynd- 


Dorchester, — John  Brown;  Made  one  of  his 
Majesty's  counsel  at  law ;  and  a  new  writ 
being  ordered,  March  4,  1729,  he  waa  re* 
elected. 

William  Chappie ;  Made  a  judge  of  the 
King's-bench  ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  17 , 
1737. 

Robert  Brown. 

i^m^-R^^.  —  Henry  Holt  Henley.     Jolu 

Scrope. 
W^mouth^  and   Melcombe-Itegis,  —  Thomas 
Fearse.    GHHrgeDoddmgton.    G.  B.  Dod-* 
dington ;  Made  hm  election  for  Bridgewater. 
£dward  Tucker ;  Made  supervisor  of  kk 
Majesty's  Quarries  in  the  island  of  PortUad  ; 
anew  writ  ordered,  Feb.  28, 1737. 
John  Tucker.    John  Ohnhis. 
BfMfpor^— William  Bowles ;  South  Sea  dbec- 
tor. 

Solomon  Ashley ;  Governor  of  the  York- 
buildings  company. 

Skqfttsbury. — Jacob  Banks ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  March  1, 1738. 

Philip  Bennet ;  Not  duly  elected,  but  r»» 
chosen  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Banks. 
Stephen  Fox. 
FsreAmn.— Henry  Drax.    John  Pitt. 
Cof/e-C<»i//e.-*John  Bond.    John  Biska. 
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]>«nHAS  Coitn^  «*•  George   Bowes.     Jofati 

Hed  worth. 
DttrJUiffi. — Henry  Lambton.    John  Shaftoe, 
Essex.— Thomas  Brameton.    Sir  Robt  Abdy. 
€)oiScto#er.-^Isaac  Lem.  Rebow ;  Died,  a  new 

writ  ordered,  Feb.  27, 1735. 
Matthew  Martin.    Jacob  Honblon. 

Maiden, — Henry  Parsons ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  8,  1740. 

Martin  Bladen  ;  A  commissioner  of  trade 
and  plantations. 
'  Benjamin  Keene. 

'Harwich. — Carteret  Leathes.    Charles  Stan- 
hope. 

GLoucB8Tsiu«ini.--Thomas  Chester.    Benja- 
min Balburst 

<?/oafces<er.-*-John  Selwyn ;  Ticasarcr  to  the 
Qaeen. 
Benjamin  Balhorst. 

Cirfiicci^fr.— Thomas  Master.    Will. 

house;  Chosen  also  for  Norfolk. 

new  writ  ordered,  April  9, 1735. 
Henry  Bathurst. 
Temk$hury, — ^Thomas  visconnt  Gage. 

Tracy ;  Trustee  for  Geoi^a. 

Herefordshire.  —  Edward  Hartey. 

Cornwall. 
H€r^(i.— Thomas  Foley,  jfm< 

mrgan. 
Leominster,  —  Sir  George  Caswall. 

Harley. 

Weobfy.Sbr  John  Bnckworth.    John  Birch ; 
Died,  and  voted  not  duly  elected. 
James  Comewall. 


A.  D.  ins. 


,  Wode- 
Died,  a 


Hobert 


Velters 
8ir  John 


Robert 


Hertfordshire.— Sir  T.  S.  Sebright;  Died,  a 

new  writ  ordered,  April  19, 17&. 
William  Plnmer.    Charles  Csesar ;  Died, 

hot  no  new  writ  issued. 
Si.  Albans.-'-^  Thomas  Ashtoo.     Thomas 

Ashby. 
flerf/ord.— Sir  Thomas  Gierke.     Nathaniel 

Brassey. 

HumnifiSDomiBiRif* -^Lord  Robert  Montagu; 
Vice-chamberlain  to  the  Queen,  succeeded 
bn  brother  as  duke  of  Mandiester ;  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Nov.  IS,  1739. 
Robert  Piggot.    Charles  Clarke. 

fltiiifiii^ion.— Roffer  Handaside;  Colonel  of 
a  rejgfiment  of  foot,  and  goToaer  of  Fort- 
Philip  in  Minorca. 
Edward  lllontagu. 

Ejestc. — ^William  yisc.  Vane;   Died,  a  new 
wrk  ordered,  Feb.  11, 1735. 
Sir  Edward  Dering.     IS^  Christ  P^ell. 

Canlerhury.^Sir  Will.  Hardres;    Not  duly 
elected. 

Sir  Thomas  Hales.  Thomas  Brodnax; 
Changed  hie  name  first  to  M%y,  and  after- 
wsfds  to  Knight. 


NiiMas  Had^ 


Bocke$ter.*^ItiKnd  PoUiill. 

dock. 
Maidstone.  ^^  W.  Horsman.  Turner.      John 

Finch ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  8, 

1740. 
Qtieenbaraugh.'^Ttichwd  £?ans;   Captain  of 

Dragoons,  and  Ueutenant-govemor  of  Sheer- 

nesB. 
Sir  George  Saunders.    Richard  E?ana. 
Sir  Georffe  Saunders ;  Commissioner  of 

the  Navy,  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  FeU 

14,  17S5. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton ;  A  lord  of  the 

Admiralty,  afterwards  cofferer  to  the  Prince 

of  Wales,  and  surreyor^general  of  the  Duchy 

of  Cornwall. 

Lancashire. — Sir  Edward  Stanley ;  Suooetd* 
ed  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Derby ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  April  14, 1786. 
Richard  Shutdeworth.    Peter  Bold. 

Preston. — Sir  Henry  Hogbton;  Judge- adro* 

cato. 
Nicholas  Fazakerley. 
Xanccrs^fr.— Sir  Thomas   Lowther.     Robert 

Fenwick ;  King's  Serjeant  and  attomey-ge^ 

neral  for  the  Duchy  m  Lancaster. 
J^^e^Z7^on.-^Legh  Master.    William  Shippen. 
Wigan. — Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh.    James  eail 

<S^  Barry  more. 
Clitkero. — ^William  Ourzon.    Thomas  Lister.* 
lAverpooL — ^Thomas  Brereton.    Richard  Gil« 

dart. 

Leicestershire.  —  Edward  Smith.  Ambrose 
Philips ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  i^ 
1738. 

Harry  krd  Grey ;  Suooeeded  his  Cither 
as  earl  of  Stamford,  a  new  wrU  ordered,  Nqf. 
«7, 17S9. 

Heneage  lord  Guernsey. 

£etcegffr.^*-Sir  Geo.  Beaumont;  IMe4,aMili 
writ  ordered,  April  14, 17S7. 
Geoige  Wrighte.    James  Wigley. 

LiNcoLNSHiaE. — Sir  T.  L.  Saunderson ;  IVea- 
Burerto  the  IVince  of  Wales,  sucoeisded  hi* 
brother  as  eari  of  Scarborough ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Feb.  6, 1740. 
Robert  Tyner.    Th«nis  Wlnohcete. 
Iinco/n.^-Charles   Monson ;    Vice-cha&d^-s 
kdn  to  the  Queen. 
Coningsby  Sibthorpe. 
Bat^ofi.— Albemarle  Bertie;  Fifth  brother  to 
Robert  duke  of  Ancastsr. 
Richard  Fydell.  , 

Great  Grimsby. -^Ux^rt  Knight ;  Son  of  Ro- 
bert Knight,  esq.  cashier  ei  the  Sooth  Sea 
company,  afterwards  lord  Luzborougb,  and 
member  for  Castle- rising. 
Sir  Robert  Sutton. 
Stamford.^'Wllii^m  NoaJ;   Made  one  of  h» 
Mejesty's  counsel  at  li^w,  and  a  new  writ 
bemg  ordered,  Feb.  6,  1738,  be  was  re- 
elected.     ^ 
John  ProW. 
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Gras^Atfm.— JiAii  woe. 
Newton. 

Middlesex.— Williain  Pulteoey.    SirFraDcis 
Child  ;  Died,  a  new  writ  •rdered,  April  29, 
1740. 
Sir  Hugh  Smithson.^ 

Fes/mififter.— Sir Cbarie» Wager;  First  lord 
of  the  Admiralty. 
William  lord  Sundon. 
London, — Sir  John  Barnard.    Micajah  Perry. 
Humphry  Parsons;    A  second  time  lord 
mayor  of  London ;  died  in  his  mayoralty, 
1741,  no  new  writ  issued. 
Robert  Willimot 

MoNMoirrHSHntB.  —  Thomas  Morgan;  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  this  county. 

John  Hanbury ;  South  Sea  director ;  died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  11,  1735. 

C.  Hanbury  Williams ;  Made  paymaster 
of  bis  M^esty's  marine  regiments ;  and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  E^.  4,  1739,  he 
was  re-elected. 
Monmouth. — Lord  Charles  Noel  Somerset 

KoRfOLK. Sir  Edmund    Bacon.    William 

Wodebonse ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Mar. 
3, 1737. 
Armine  Wodehouse. 

^oraTtcA.-f-Waller  Bacon ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
.  ordered,Feb.  11, 1735. 

Horatio  Walpoie ;  Cofferer,  auditor  of  the 
Plantations,   and  ambassador-extraordinary 
to  the  States  General. 
Thomas  Vere. 
lywi'Re^, — Sir  C.  Turner;   Died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  1,  1739- 

Sir  Robert  Walpoie.  Sir  John  Tomer  ; 
nephew  of  sir  Charles,  who  died  in  Noy. 
1738,  and  son  of  sir  John,  who  died  in  Jan. 
Ibllowiog. 

^reat  Yarmouth, — Wm.  Townshend ;   Died, 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  7, 1738^ 

Edward  Walpoie ;  Joint  secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  derk  of  the  Pells  in  his  Majesty's 
Excheqner,  and  master  of  the  Pleas  in  the 
Pipe  office. 
Roger  Townshend. 
Thetford.-Sir  Edmund  Bacon;  Died,  anew 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  1, 1739. 
Charles  Fitsroy.    Lord  Augustus  Fitzroy. 

Outle-rising.  —  Thomas  Hanmer;    Died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  April  5,  1737, 

Charles  ChnrchiO  ;   Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  his  Mijes^,  and  a  mt^or-gene- 
fal. 
William  wise,  Andover. 

NoRTHAMFTONSHiRB.  —  Sir  Justiniau  fsbam; 

Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  March  14,  1737. 
Thomas  Cartwright.    Sir  J^dmund  Isbam. 
City  qf  Peterborough. Edward  Wortley. 

Armsted  Parik^. 

Town  of  HmUingdon^^Geo,  CttPpton.    Will. 
Wilaer^  ^ 


George  Lee. 


Braekley Sir  Paul  Metboen. 

Higham  Ferrers. — John  Finch. 

Northumberland. Ralph  Jenisop ;   Made 

master  of  his  Majesty's  buck- bounds;  and 
a  new  writ  being  ordered^  June  SO,  1737,  be 
was  re-elected. 

Sir  WUliam  Middleton. 
Newcatlleupon  IVne.— Walter Blacket;  Eldest 
son  of  sir  William  Cal?erley,  hart  married 
the  heiress  of  sir  William  Blacket,  hart  and 
took  his  sirname. 
Nicholas  Fenwick. 
Morpeth, — Henry  vise.  Morp^ ;  Soci^eeded 
his  father  as  earl  of  Carlisle ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, May  9,  1738. 
Sir  Henry  Liddell.    Henry  Fumese. 
Berwick  upon  Theed, — Hugh  lord  Polwarth ; 
Succeeded  his  father  as  earl  of  ftfiGurdimont ; 
a  new  writ  ordered.  Mar.  6, 1740. 

Geoiige  Liddell;  Died;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, March  6,  1740. 
W.  Wildman,  rise.  Barrington. 
Thomas  Watson. 
NomNGHABfSHiRE. — William  Levinz,  janior. 
Thomas  Bennet;  Died;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  1, 1739. 

John  Mordaunt ;  Brother  to  the  earl  of 
Peterborough. 
Nottingham, — ^Borlaoe  Warren. 
John  Piumptre. 

East   Retford John   Whiter   Tnutee   for 

Georgia. 
Sir  Robert  ClifV)D» 
Newark  upon  Trent, — James  Pelham.  Richard 
Sutton ;  Governor  of  the  island  of  Guernsey, 
and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot ;  died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  94, 1738. 
Lord  William  Manners. 
OxoN. — Sir  Wm.  Stapleton ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
onlered,  Jan.  18,  1740. 

Henry  Perrot ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  8, 1740. 

Sur  James  Daahwood.    Geo.  Henry  rise. 
Uuarendom  * 
University  of  Oxford,~^OeoTge  Clark;  Fellew 
of  All  Sonis  CoII^e ;  died,  a.  new  writ  or- 
dered, Feb.  1, 1737. 

William  Bromley.  William  Bromley; 
Son  of  the  former ;  died  ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, March  21, 1737. 

Edward  Butler ;  Principal  of  Magdalen 
College. 
Oxford, — Matthew  Skinner  ;  Seneant  at  Law, 
and  Recorder  of  this  City,  made  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Chester ;  a  new  writ  ordercxi,  Feb. 
1, 1739. 

Thomas  Rowney.  James  Herbert;  Di^ 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  28, 1740. 
Philip  Hert>ert. 
Woodstock, — John  Spencer.    James  Dawkins. 
Banbury, — ^William  Knollys  (called)  viscount 
Wallmgford ;   Major  in  the  Horse  Guards; 
died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740. 
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WOliain  Moore. 
1KirrLANDSBiiiB.»JaiiMt  Nod.     Thomas  Noel. 

Salop. — Sir  John  Astley.     Corbet  Kynaston ; 

Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1,740. 
Richard  Lyster. 
Shrewsbury, — WHliain  Kjna^n.  Sir  Richard 

Corbet. 

Bridgnorth.-^Thomws  Whitmore.- 

Grty  James  Grove. 
Ludlom.-^Ben.  Arth.  Herbert    Richard  Her- 
bert 

Great  IT^/bcA.-^Samoel  Edwards;  Died*  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  1, 1739. 
William  Forrester.    Brooke  Forrester. 
Bishot^s  Castle, — Edward  Kynaston. 
Robert  Moore. 

Somersetshire. — Sir  Wro.  Wyndham ;  Died, 

a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740.  ' 

T.  Strangeways  Homer.  Thomas  Prowse. 

.^*tfto/.^Sh>  Abraham  Elton.     Tho.  Coster; 

Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  15,  1739. 

Edward  Southwell ;   Principal  Secretary 
ofStale  for  Ireland. 
Bath — John  Codrington.    George  Wade. 
|Ff/i!r.— George  Hamilton.   Thomas  Edwards, 
jnn- ;  Both  not  duly  elected. 
WilKam  Peirs.    George  Speke. 
Toun/ofi.— H.  W.  Berk.  Portman.     Francis 

Fane. 
Bridgwater, — G.  B.  Doddington.      Thomas 
Painter;   Died,  anew  writ  ordered,  March 
S4,  1735. 
Charles  Wyndham. 
Minehead, — Francis  Whitworth.     Alexander 
Luttrell ;   Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  June 
16,  1787. 

Sir  Wm.  Codrington ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Feb.  1,  1739. 
Thomas  Carew. 
Ji(cA«s/er.— Charies   Lockyer.      Sir    Robert 

Brown. 
Milbom  Porf .— T.  Medlyoott,  jnn.     Michael 
Harvey. 

SouTHABiPTON. — ^Lord  Harry  Powleit.  Edward 
Lisle. 

WincAefter.— Powlett  St.  John;   Brother  to 
the  lord  St  John  of  Bletsoe. 
f         George  Bridges. 

Southampton, — Sir  William  Heathcote.  An- 
thony Henley,  and  John  Conduit ;  Double 
Return ;  the  former  voted  not  duly  elected ; 
the  latter  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jone  1, 
1737. 
Tbomait  Lee  Dummer. 

Portsmouth, — ^Philip  Cavendish .    Tho.  Lewis ; 
Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  1, 1737. 

Charles  Stuart;  Vice- Admiral  of  tiie 
White ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  IS, 
1741. 

Edward  Vamon;  Admiral  of  the  Squadron 
in  the  West  Indies. 
IVOL.  IX.  ] 


A.  D-  1735.  {6»6 

Yarmouth^ — ^Lord  Harry  Powlett;  Madehui 
election  for  the  county ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  17, 1737,  upon  the  petition  against  him 
being  withdrawn. 

Paul  Burrard ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Jan.  15, 1736. 

Anthony  Chute.  Thomas  Gibson ;  Cashier 
of  the  PayOffice. 
Petersfield,-^\T  Wm.  JoHifTe.    Edw.  Gibbon. 

Newport, — William  Fortescne  ;  Made  a  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Fd>. 
10,  1736. 

George  Huxley.  Gustavus  vise  Bojrne  ; 
Made  a  Commissioner  of  his  Mf\|esty's  reve- 
nue in  Ireland  ;  and  a  new  wrh  beioff  or* 
deted,  June  31,  1737,  he  was  re-elected. 

Stockhridse, — John  Montagu ;  Died ; .  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  11, 1735. 
Sir  Humphry  Monoux.     John  Berkeley. 

NewtowfL — James  Worsley.  Thomas  Holmes; 

Cib*Mf-CAurcA.^ Edward  Hooper,  jnn.     Jo- 
seph Hinxman ;  Died ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
March  84,  1740. 
Charles  Arm.  Powlett 

Xsffiitfi^^on.^Sir  John  Cope.  Maurice  Bock- 
land ;  Colonel  in  the  Foot  Guards. 

Whitechurch,^^ohn  Selwyn,  jun. ;  Treasurer 
to  the  Duke  and  the  two  Pnncesses. 

John  Conduit;  Made  his  election  for 
Southampton ;  a  new  vrrit  ordered,  April  10, 
1735,  upon  bis  being  voted  duly  elected. 

John  Mordaunt;  Colonel  m  the  Foot- 
Guards,  mad^  one  of  the  Equerries  to  his 
Miyesty ;  and  a  new  writ  bejng  ordered^ 
June  SO,  1737,  ho  was  re-elected. 

Andaoer. — John  Pollen.    William  Gnidott. 

Staffordshire.— 4Sir  Walt  Wag.  Bagot 

Will.  Levison  Gower. 
Litehfield.'^Geo.  Tenab.  Verooo.     Sir  Row* 

land  HUl. 
Stafford.-^Thom»E  Foley ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Jan.  34„1738. 

William  Chetwynd.  John  viscount  Chet- 
wynd. 
Newcastle  under  Xtne.— Bapt  Lev.  Gower* 
John'  Lawton ;  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Suretiei 
in  die  Excise ;  died,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Nov.  18,  1740. 
Handle  Wilbraham. 

raimvor/A.— Lord  John  Philip  Sackvitle ;  Cap- 
tain of  a  Company  of  Foot. 

George  Compton ;   Upon  his  being  votel 
duly  elected  for  Northampton,  he  made  nia 
election  for  that  town ;    and  new  writs  wita 
ordered,  March  26, 1735. 
.Charles  Cotes. 

Suffolk.— Sh^  Robert  Kemp ;  Died,  a  new 
vnrit  ordered,  Feb.  11, 1735. 
Sir  JermynDavers.  SirCordeUFirebraM. 

J/^tc^— Samuel  Kent;  Distiller  to  tha 
Court. 

William  Woolaston;  Trustee  ibr  Georgia, 
[3S] 
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Puntric^— Sir  George  Dowmog.  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgenian ;    Commissioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  made  Governor  of  Barbadoes ; 
a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  14,  ITSS. 
William  Morden. 

Otford. — Richard    Powys.     Lewis  Barlow; 

.    Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  25, 1798. 
Johta  Cope;    Colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
dragoons  in  Ireland. 

Aldborough.-^George  Purvis;  Made,  a  Com- 

'    missioner  of  the  Navy ;   and  a  row  writ 
being  ordered,  Feb.  19,  1735,  he  was  re- 
elected and  died ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  March 
'54,  i741. 

William  Conolly.  Francis  Gashry ;  Com- 
missioner  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded. 

Sudbury, — Fdw.  Stephenson.    Richard  Price. 

J!yr.^Stephen  Cornwallis.  Jahn  ComwalUs ; 
Equerry  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

St.  Edmundshury, — ^Thomas  Norton.  Thomas 

•  Hervey ;  Made  Surveyor  of  his  Majesty's 
Crardens;  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered, 
May  16,  1738,  he  was  re-elected. 

Surry. — Thomas  Scawen.  Arthur  Onslow. 
Soulkwark, — ^Tho.  Inwen.  Geo.  Heathcote. 
Blechingly.^SiT  William  Clayton. 

Kenric  Clayton. 
jRye^/i^e.— Sir  Joseph  Jekyll ;  Died ;   a  new 
.    writ  ordered,  Feb.  7, 1739. 

James  Cocks.    John  Harvey. 
Guilford, — Richard  Onslow;    Succeeded  his 
father  as  lord  Onslow ;  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Nov.  18,  1740. 
Richard  Onslow.    Denzil  Onslow. 
Oa^^on.— WHliam  Newkuid  ;    Died  ;   a  new 
writ  ordered.  May  9, 1738. 

Paul  Docminique ;  Died ;  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, March  Q7, 1735. 
Geoive  Newland ;  Professor  of  Geometry 
•  at  Gresham  College. 

Charies  Docminique. 
Soilemere^^-Jzmcs  Oglethorpe.     Peter  Bar- 
rel ;   Sub-Governor  of  the  South  Sea  Com'- 
pany. 

SvssEX.— James  Butler.    Henry  Pelhara. 

ChkhcsUr, — James  Brndeoell ;    A  Commis- 
sioner of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  Groom 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  hb  M^esty. 
Thomas  Yates. 

MoriKam, — Charles  Eversfield.  Henry  In- 
gram ;  Made  Commissary  of  the  Stores  and 

.  Provisions  in  the  Island  of  Minorca ;  and  a 
new  writ  being  ordered,  Mav  15,  ]736yhe 
was  re*  elected,  and  succseeded  his  brother  as 
Tiscount  Irwin  b  ScotUnd ;  a  new  writ  or- 
d^^•d,  Feb.  1,  1737. 
Charles  Ingram. 

jtfidAur**.— thomas  Boofle.  Bulsi  Peach. 
Rpijorht ;  Died ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
83, 1736/ 

Sir  Hen.  P^aebey ;  ^ed;  a b«w  writ  or- 
lUrad,  Jan.  24,  173a 


Sir  John  Beachcy. 
Lewa, — ^Thomas  Pelham.    Thomas  Pelbam  i 
Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan.  24, 1738. 
John  Moriey  Trevor. 
NeW'Shorthanu-^^n   PhiQipson;   Made   s 
OomniisstODer  of  the  Navy ;  and  a  new  writ 
being  ordered,  May  32,  1739|  be  was  re- 
elected. 

Thomas  Frederick;  Died;    a  new  writ 
ordered,  Nov,  18. 1740. 
John  Frederick. 
Broftt^er.— Sir  Harry  Gough«    Harry  Gongfar. 
Stevning, — Hen.  marq.  of  Carnarvon;  Lord  of 
the  ^dchamber  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Sir  Robert  Fagg ;   Died,  a  new  wril  or- 
derml,  Nov.  18,  1740. 
Hitch  Younge. 
East'Grimtead.'-ChBTieB  earl  of  Middlesex. 
Edward  Convers ;   Gentleman  of  the  Privy 
Chamber  to  nis  Majesty. 
AmndeL'^John  Lnmley ;  Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  CokK 
nel  in  the  Guards  ^  died,  a  new  writ  orderec^ 
Nov.  15, 1739. 
Sir  John  Shelley.    Garton  Orme. 

Warwickshire.— Sir  Charies  Mordannt. 

Edward  Digby. 
Coroentry, — Sir Adolph.  Oughton ;  Died,  anew 
writ  ordered,  Feb.  1, 1737. 

John  Bird ;  Made  a  Commissioner  of  th* 
Sump-Office. 
John  Neale ;  His  election  declared  void. 
George  earl  of  Euston.     John  Neale; 
Comptroller  of  the  Household  to  the  young 
Princesses. 
IFar&'icA.— Sir  William  Keyte ;  Wm.  Brom» 
ley,  jun. ;  Both  not  duly  elected. 
^     Thomas  Archer.    Henry  Archer. 

WssTMORELAinK— Anthony  Lowther.    Danial 

Wilson. 
Appleby. — Sir  John  Rarasden.  Walter  Plnmer, 
Wiltshire.— John  Howe;  Created  lord Ched-^ 

worth  at  the  end  of  this  Parliament. 
John  Ivory  Talbot. 
New  Sarum, — Peter  Bathurst.  Henry  Hoaf«{ 

Banker  in  London. 
Wilton, — Robert  Herbert ;   Made  a  Commb- 

sioner  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  a  new 

writ  being  ordered,  June  20, 1737,  he  was 

re-elected. 

William    Herbert;    Made    one   of   the 

Grooms  of  the  Bedchamber  to  his  Majesty  ; 

and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  April  22, 

1740,  he  was  re-elected. 
Doam^oTi.— Anthony  Duncorobe. 
Joseph  Wyndham  Ashe. 

ffiiKfon.— -Stephe»Fox ;  Made  his  election  for 
Shaftsbury. 

George  Fox  ;  Son-in-law  and  heir  of  16rd 
Bingley. 

Henry  Pox;  Made  Surveyor  General  of 
his  Majesty's  works,  and  a  new  writ  being 
ordem,  June  17, 1737,  be  was  re-eleotod. 
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JJey^ettery.— Edward  Ashe.    Peirce  A'court 
Westbury, — George  Eyans.    John  Bance. 
Ca/ft«.— Walter  Hungerford.    Wm.  Dacket 
Devizes. — ^Fnuicis  Eyles.    Sir  Joseph  Eylea ; 
Remitter  for  the  Crown ;   died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Feb.  18,  1740. 
John  Garth ;  Recorder  of  this  Borough. 
i^k^fpenham. — Richard  hong.     Rogers  Hol- 
land ;   Made  a  Welsh  Judge ;   a  new  writ 
ordeied,  June  16, 1737. 
Edward  Bajntun  Rolt 
Mdlmesbury, — Giles  Earle;  Blade  a  Lord  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered, 
June  30,  1737«  he  was  re-elected. 

Wdl.  Rawlinson  Earle;  Made  Clerk  of 
bis  Majesty's  Ordnance;   alnd  a  new  writ 
being  ordered,  Dec.  18, 1740,  he  was  re- 
elected. 
CrickULde,-^yf^Xvkm  Gore ;  Died ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Nov.  15,  1739. 
Sir  Thomas  Re»Eu).    Charies  Gore. 
Bedwin. — William  Sloper;   Deputy  Cofferer 
of  his  Majesty's  household. 

Robert  Murray^  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
loot,  and  a  Brigadier-General ;   died,  a  new 
nrrit  ordered,  March  SQ,  1738. 
Edward  Popham. 
LudgenhalL-^Dwidei  Boone.    Peter  Delm^. 
OldSarum, — ^Thomas Pitt;  Made  his  election 
for  Oakhampton. 
William  Pitt.    Robert  Nedham. 
Wotton  Basut.-^Sir  Robert  J<oog.     Nicholas 
*  Bobtnson ;  Captain  of  a  Sloop  to  prevent 

Smuggling. 
Marlborough, — ^Francis    Seymour.     Edward 
lisle ;    Made  bis  election  for  the  county  of 
Southampton ;  a  new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  17t 
1737. 
John  Crawley. 

Worcestershire. — Sir  H.  Perot  Packington. 
Edmund  Lech  mere. 

Worcester, — Richard  Lockwood* 
Samuel  Sandys. 

DroifiDicA.— Edward  Foley.  Thomas  Win- 
ntngton ;  Made  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and 
a  new  writ  being  ordered.  May  19»  1736,  he 
was  re-elected,  and  made  Cofferer  of  his 
Majesty's  Household  at  the  expiration  of 
this  Parliament. 

fversAam.— William  Taylor;  Counsellor  at 
Law,  and  Record^x  of  this  Borough ;  died, 
no  new  writ  issued. 

Sir  John  Rushout.  ^ 

BewdJey, — ^William  Bowles ;  Made  his  election 
for  Bridport. 

Phineas  Bowles ;  Colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  dragoons  in  Ireland,  ai^  a  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral on  the  Irish  establishment,  afterwards 
aGeoeraL 

ToRUBiRB. — Chohnond.  Tiimer..     SirMyles 

Stapylton. 
Tork.-^    John    listtr  Kaye.      Edward 
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Thompson;  Made  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
at  the  end  of  this  PaHiament.  ^ 

^ingiton  upon  Hull, — Geatfe  Crowle ;  Mad« 
a  Commitaioner  of  the  Navy,  and  a  new 
writ  being  ordered,  May  9, 1738,  he  was  re- 
elected. 
Henry  Maister. 
Knaresborougk, — Sir  Henry  Slingsby.     Rich. 
Arundel;  Made  Master-workerof  the  Mint; 
and  a  new  writ  being   ordered,  June  20, 
1737,  he  was  re-elected. 
Scarborough, — ^William  Thompson.    Sir  Wm. 
Strickland ;  Died,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jan. 
15,1736. 
Thomas  vise.  DuppUn ;  Not  doly  elected. 
William  Osbaldeston. 
Rippon. — William  Aislabie ;  Made  one  of  the 
Anditors  of  the  Imprests ;  and  a  new  writ 
beiDg  ordered,  Jan.  24,  1738,  he  was  re- 
elected. 

«   Thomas  Dnncombe. 
Richmond.'^ohn  York.   Sir  Cony  ers  D'Arcy^ 
Hedon. — Sir  Era.  Boynton  ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Nov.  15, 1739. 

George    Berkeley.      Henry    Polteney; 
Brigadier-General  of  his  Miyesty's  Forces. 
Boroughbridge, — James  Tyrrel. 

George  Gregory. 
Jfa/^on.— Sir  Will.  Wentworth.  Henry  Finch« 
TOn*.— Sir  Tho.  Frankland. 

Frederick  Frankland. 
Jldborough, — Henry  Pelham  ;  Made  his  elec* 
tion  for  the  county  of  Sussex ;   a  new  writ 
ordered,  Feb.  12, 1735. 

William  Jessop;  Died,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, Feb.  12,  1735. 
John  Jewkes.  Andrew  Wilkinson. 
Bmr^.-^ Sir  Charles  Hotham;  Groom  of 
the  Bedchamber  to  his  Mipesty,  and  Colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  foot ;  died,  a  new  wint  or- 
dered, Jan.  24, 1738. 

Ellerker  Bradshaw.    Charles  Pelham. 
Northallerton, — Hen.  Peirse.  Leonard  Smelt ; 
Di<kl,  a  new  writ  ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740. 
William  Smelt. 
Pon/^rac^.— Sir  Will.  LowOier. 
John  vise.  Galway. 

CINaUE  PORTa 

Hastingt,--^Tho,  Pelham,  jun.  ^  Sir  William 
Ashbumham ;  Made  Receiver 'of  the  Com- 
positions in  his  Majesty's  Office  of  Aliena- 
tions ;  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  April 
3, 1735,  be  was  re-elected. 

Dover, — David  Pavilion.  Thomas  Revell ; 
One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Victualling 
Office. 

Sandmich,r-Jomsih  Burchet  Sir  George  Ox- 
enden. 

Jfj^Ae.— Hercules  Baker ;  Made  Treasurer  of 
Greenwich  Hospital ;  and  a  new  writ  beinfl 
ordered,  Mmh  39, 1736,  Im  was  re-elected. 
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WiniamGlaDville;  MftdeaConumaaoDor 
of  the  Revenue  in  Ireland ;  and  a  new  writ 
being  ordered,  June  SO,  1737,  be  waa  re- 
elected.. 

Kem  Homiiey.— David   Papillon ;   Made  bis 
election  for  Dover. 
Stephen  Bisse.    Sir  Robert  Austen. 
J^tf.*— Sir  John  Noma ;  Commander  in  chief  of 
bis  Majesty's  fleet,  and  vice-admiral  of  Eng- 
land. 
PhiDips  Gybbon. 
IFtiicAe/secr.— Robert  Bristovr;    Died,  a  new 
writ  ordered,  Jan.  24,  1738. 
£.  Hiingate  Bea^han ;  Gentleman  of  the 

Ef  chamber  to  bis  Mijesty. 
*.— Sir  W.  Gage.      William  Haye; 
ea  commissioner  of  the  Victualling  Of- 
fice; and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  May  16, 
1738,  he  was  re-elected. 

WALES. 

Amgusba.— Nicholas  Bayley. 
Seaumaru, — Richard  vise.  Bnlkdej;   Died, 
a  new  writ  ordered.  April  i,  1739. 
James  vise.  Bnlkeley, 

Brecon.— John  Jefieries. 

Brecon  Tovn.— John  Talbot;  Blade  a  Welsl^ 

judge ;  and  a  new  writ  being  ordered,  April 

1, 1740,  he  was  re-elected. 

CAaniGAN.— Walter  Lloyd. 
Cardigan  Town, — Richard  Lloyde. 
CAERMABTHEN.—SirNich,  Williams. 
Caermarihen  Town. — Arthur  Bevan. 

Cabnarvon — John  Griffith  ;  Died,  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Nov.  15,  1739. 

Carnarvon  Tovit.— Thomas  Wynne. 

Denbigb.— Sir  Wat.  W.  Wynn ;  Accepted  the 
office  of  Stewart!  of  his  Majesty's  lordships  of 
Bromfield  and  Yale,  in  the  county  of  Den- 
bigh, on  the  death  of  his  father,  by  a  grant 
from  queen  Anne ;  and  a  new  writ  being  or- 
dered, Nov.  $5, 1740,  he  was  re-elected. 

Denbigh  Town. — John  MiddeHon. 

FLiNT.--Sir  Thomas  Mostyn. 

Flint  Toan. — Sir  George  Wynne. 

GLAMOBGAN.^William  Talbot ;  Succeeded  bis 
fatlier  as  loi-d  Talbot,  a  new  writ  ordered, 
Feb.  24,  1737. 
Bussy  Mansell. 
fiardiffe  Town. — Herbert  Windsor ;  Succeed- 
ed his  father  as  lord  Mon^oy,  in  England, 
and  viscount  Windsor,  in  Ireland;  a  new 
writ  ordered  Feb.  1,1739. 
Herbert  Mackwortb. 

Merioneth. — ^William  Vaughan. 

Montgomery.— Price  Deverenx;    Succeeded 
his  father  as  viscount  Hereford ;  a  new  writ 
ordered,  Nov.  18, 1740.  ' 
Robert  Williams. 
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Montgomery  Toa7it.-*-Williaoi  Coibet. 

PsMjutOKE.-- John  Campbell ;  Made  a  lord  nf 
the  Admiralty;  and  a  new  writ  being  or- 
dered, May  30, 1736,  he  was  re-elected. 

Pembroke  Town. — William  Owen. 

Haverford  West. — Sir  Erasmus  Philipps. 

Radnor.— Sir  Hum.  Howardi. 

New  Radnor  Ibwn. — ^Thomas  Lewis. 


SCOTLAND. 

Shire  of 

Aberdeen. — Sir  Arthur  Forbes. 

Air. — Brig.  Cren.  Ja.  Campbell. 

Ar^le. — Sir  James  Campbell ;  Made  hui^dec* 
tion  for  the  shire  of  Stirling,  upon  his  bemg 
voted  duly  elected ;  and  a  new  writ  order- 
ed, Mar.  31, 1736. 
Capt.  Charles  Campbell. 

Banj^, — Jas.  Abercrombie;  Captain  of  Foot, 
lung's  painter  in  Scotland,  and  deputy -go-> 
vernor  of  Stirling- castle. 

BerwDick.—X\.  Hu.  Campbell ;  Brother  to  the 
earl  of  Marcbmont. 

Bute  and  CaiMnest.— Brig.  Peter  Campbell ; 
Lieutenant-^vemor  of  Portsmouth. 

Clackmannan  and  XinroM.— James  Ereakine  ; 
Secretary  to  the  Prince  for  Scotch  afiairs. 

Cromartie  and  Nairn. — John  Campbell ;  Made 
his  election  for  the  county  of  Pembroke. 
Alexander  Brodie. 

JDumfriet. — Charles  Areskide  ;  Made  ]ord«ad- 
vocate  for  Scotland ;  and  a'  new  writ  being 
ordered,  June  21, 1737,  he  was  re-elected. 

Dunharton. — John  Campbell. 

Edinburgh. — Robert  Dnndass ;  Made  one  of 
the  senators  of  the  college  of  Justice  in  Soot- 
land  ;   and  a  new  writ  ordered,  June  31, 
1737. 
Sir  Charles  Gilmour. 

Elgin. — Alexander  Brodie. 

Fi/e.—Sir  John  Anstrutber. 

For/ar.— Thomas  Lyon  ;  Succeeded  his  bro- 
ther as  earl  of  Strathmore :  a  new  writ  or- 
dered, April  1,  1735. 
William  Maule. 

Haddington. — John  Codcbum. 

Inverness. — Sir  James  Grant. 

Kincardine.^ohn  Falcooar. 

Kircudbright. — Patrick  Heron. 

Lanark. — Lord  William  Hamilton;  Died,  a 
new  writ  ordered,  Feb.  11,  1735. 
Sir  James  Hamilton. 

lAnlithgow. — Alexander  HamiHoti. 

Orkney  and  Zetland.'-CQl  Robert  Douglas. 

Feebles.Sir  Alexander  Murray,  and  Sir  J. 
Nasmyth;  Double  return;  the  ibiia«r 
waved  his  return. 

Perth,    Lord  John  Muiray*    • 
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Jt«fi/fieiP«--iJ.  Cimniogbam*.  *   £ad 

jBotf-^Hi^b  Ro». 

BagburgL-^olm  Rathcrfori,  juo. 

Selkirk^^^ohaMumj. 

StirUng,^^  Jamet  Campbell, 

^^A^^eNuf.— Sir  James  Ferffoson;  Made  one 

of  tke  aenatora  of  the  college  of  Justice ;  a  «ro 

new  writ  oidared,  March  SO,  1736. 
Colonel  James  St.  Clair. 
iy^/oaii.-^Col.  William  I>alrymple. 
Mdinburgh  Ctfy.— Patrick  Lindsay;    Lord 

Prorost. 


Boroughs  of 

KirkmtUl,  4^.— Sir  Robert  Momro. 

Xhrirose^  S^c-^Dmcuk  Forbes ;  Made  lord- 
president  of  the  college  of  Justice  in  Scot- 
mumI,  and  a  new  writ  ordered,  Jane  31, 1737. 
Duncan  Urquhart;  lieutenant  in  the 
Foot-guards. 

Migim,  4rc.— -WilUam  Stewart;  Paymaster  of 
iorngn  pensions,  orerseer  of  the  King's 
swans,  a  principal  Ring's  remembrancer  in 
the  £zcbeqaer  m  Scotland. 

Aberieenf  ^-r.— John  Middleton  ;  Brigadier- 
general,  j:oremor  of  Holy  Island,  and  pur- 
reyor  of  coals  and  candles  for  the  guard 
room,  Cannongate :  died,  a  new  wnt  or^ 
dered.  May  9, 1739. 

John  Maule ;  Keeper  of  the  register  of 
the  Sasines  at  Edinburgh. 

JPor/hr,  4"^  — John  Drunmiond ;  One  of  the 
commissioners  for  settling  commerce. 

Crai//,  ^J-c— Brig.  Gen.  P.  Anstruther;  De- 
puty governor  of  the  Island  of  Minorca. 

Dysartf  4-c.— Captain  Thomas  Leslie. 

Inverkithen,  jrc.--Lieut.-Col.  Peter  Halket 

CluMgow,  4rc.--Colonel  John  Campbell. 

Selkirk^  4rc.— James  Carmicbae]. 

Haddington,  4rc.— James  Fall. 

Jhtmfriei,  ^c.*Chark>8  Aresldne;  Made  bis 
election  tor  the  shire  of  Dumfries;  anew 
writ  ordered,  April  9,  1736. 

Bar  John  Douglas,  and  William  Kirk- 
palrick ;  Double  return ;  the  former  wa\cKl 
bis  return,  and  the  bitter  was  made  one  of, 
the  principal  clerks  of  the  court  of  Session  in 
Scotland ;  and  a  new  writ  ordered,  Mav  19, 
1738. 

Sir  Robert  Laurie. 

WFigtoun,  4rc.— Captain  James  Stuart. 
«J«r,  4'<^'— Colonel  James  Stuart. 

List  of  tbb  Sixteen  P£ers  oi  Scotlam*. 
Puke  of  Athol 

Buccleugb 
Marq.  of  Lothian 
■-  JSari  of  Crawford 
Sutherland 
Morton 
London 
Fialatar 
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of  Selkirk 
Balcarras 
Dunmore 
Orkney 
Portnaoro 
Hopeton 
Hay 
Cathcart 
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Mr.  Arthur  Ondofu)  rechosen  SpeaierJ} 
The  Commons  being  returned  to  their 
House, 

Mr.  Henry  Arthur  Herbert^  bureett  for 
the  borouffb  of  Ludlow,  addressing  himself 
to  the  clerk,  (who,  standing  up,  pointed  to 
him,  and  th^  sat  down,)  said. 

That,  as  the  continuance,  euid  full  en* 
joyment,  of  aU  our  civil  and  religious  rights^ 
were  part  of  those  blessings  which  distin- 
guished his  Majesty's  reign  over  us,  and 
a  due  and  proper  use  of  them  was  what 
gave  his  M»esty  the  most  sensible  plea^ 
sure,  the  House  was  then  returned  from 
his  royal  presence  to  exercise  one  of  their 
highest  privileffes,  the  free  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  an  office  o^  so  great  honouTt 
confidence,  and  importance,  that  none 
but  a  per^n  ij^  the  most  consummate 
character  and  accomplishment  should  be 
thouffht  of  for  it ;  Inat  if  the  confusioii» 
which  he  said  he  was  then  under,  were 
observed,  he  hoped  the  Hou^  would  attri* 
bute  it  to  a  just  diffidence  of  himself,  imd 
a  just  awe  of  the  greatness  of  the  audi* 
ence,  and  be  convinced,  that  he  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  his  sentiment! 
in  public,  by  any  other  motives  whatever^ 
tlum  a  true  zeal  for  the  honour  and  service 
of  the  House,  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  a 
gentleman  whose  merits  the  House  had 
long  had  experience  of,  and  a  satisfaction 
that  he  proposed  to  himself  from  the  ready 
compliance  of  the  House  with  the  motion 
he  should  conclude  with:  That  if  candour, 
judgment,  and  impartiality,  in  conducting 
the  debates  of  the  House,  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  our  laws  and  constitution,  aa 
well  as  of  the  business  of  parliament,  and  a 
just  spirit  to  support  that  constitution,  as 
well  OS  to  preserve  the- order,  dignity. and 
privileges,  of  the  House,  were  the  muable 
and  essential  qualities  required  in  a 
Speaker,  he  was  persuaded,  that  no  otm 
could  hesitate  in  making  a  proper  choice : 
Then,  since  every  gentleman  must  easily 
recollect  with  what  general  applause  those 
great  qualities  were  exerted,  in  tbe  latt 
parliament,  by  an  honourable  person  whom, 
he  said,  he  had  in  his  eye. — That  he  waa 
conacious,  ihat  what  h^  could  say  would 
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ftD  rery  short  ot  what  the  gentleman  de- 
•enred  ;  and,  should  he  attempt  to  enter 
particularly  upon  enumerating  hif  merits,  it 
inightposiiblyappear^thathethoughtothert 
were  less  sensible  of  them  than  he  was,  and 
be  disagreeable  to  the  h(^nourable  person 
himself,  to  whomalone,  hesaid,  those  merits 
seem  unknown^— To  engage  an  approba- 
tion of  him  the  more  effiectually,  ne  de- 
aired  the  House  to  reflect  in  whs^  manner 
he  formerly  rose  to  the  chair;  not,  he 
aaid,  by  the  violence  or  cq>rice  dT  contend- 
ing interests ;  not  to  s^rve  the  views  of 
any  particular  set  of  men  :  No — He  said, 
his  great  talents  and  accomplishments  in- 
duced the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  last 
parliament,  to  invite  him  to  the  acceptance 
of  that  high  station  ;  and,  as  their  unani- 
mous concurrence  placed  him  there,  the 
universal  approbation  his  conduct  met  with 
fully  justmed  the  prudence  of  their 
choice ;  but  whatever  were  their  first  im- 
pressions, or  the  reasons  that  then  pre- 
vailed in  his  favour,  those  certainly  must 
now,  he  said,  be  of  much  greater  weieht 
by  the  proofs  he  had  given  of  his  abilities, 
in  discharging  that  important  trust  so  ma- 
nifestly to  the  honour  of  the  House,  and 
■o  agieeably  to  the  esteem  and  character 
that  he  bore  in  the  world. — ^In  justice 
therefore  to  his  conduct,  and  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  his  services,  he  took  the  li- 
berty, he  said,  of  moving, "  That  the  right 
honourable  ArthurOnslow,  esquire,  might 
Cake  the  chair  as  Speaker."    Then 

The  Honourable  James  Cholmmdeley^ 
burgess  for  the  boroueh  of  Camelfbrd,  ad- 
dressing himself  likewise  to  the  Clerk,  who 
standing  up,  pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat 
down,  said. 

That  the  experience,  that  so  many  gen- 
tlemen present  had  of  the  great  honour, 
integrity,  and  ability,  of  the  honourable 
person  recommended  to  the  House  upon 
this  occasion,  would,  he  hoped,  excuse  the 
liberty  he  then  took,  he  saia,  of  expressing 
not  only  his  consent,  but  likewise  his  earn- 
est desire,  of  seeing  him  once  more  placed 
in  the  chair. — That,  if  the  House  looked 
back  upon  his  conduct  and  behaviour,  as 
Speaker  of  the  fate  House  of  Commons, 
the  many  proofs  the  House  then  had  ik 
his  knowledge  in  parliamentary  a^rs, 
must  naturally  induce  them  to  conclude, 
that  they  should  still  find  in  him  the  same 
unwearied  diligence  and  attadunent  to 
the  public  business,  the  same  steady  ad- 
herence to  the  true  interest  of  his  country, 
and  an  equal  zeal  and  vigour  in  supporting 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  £[ouse  ; 
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and  therefore,  he  said,  he  flattered  himself 
that  he  should  meet  with  the  unanimous  con- 
currence of  theQeuse  in  the  nomination  of 
the  person  proposed.^— That  heshouldhav* 
sat  still,  bemg  ne  said,  sensible,  that  sudi 
a  character  wanted  no  assistance  to  make 
it  strike  deep  in  the  favour  and  opinion  of 
mankind ;  but  that  the  forms  €£  the  Houae 
required  that  every  motion  should  be  first 
moved,  and  seconded,  before  it  can  be 
received;  in  con^liance  to  which,  lie 
said,  he  then  took  the  liber^.to  secood 
the  motion  that  had  been  nmde;  and, 
he  flattered  himself,  he  said,  that  >the 
House  would  not  be  so  much  wanting  to 
themselves  to  neglect  or  overlook  a  cha* 
racter  of  such  distinguished  merit,  when 
the  House  was  upon  the  choice  of  a  person 
to  so  high  and  important  a  trust. 

And  the  House  calling  Mr.  X)n4oKoo  to 
the  Chair,  he  stood  up  in  his  place,  and 
said, 

"  Mr.  Hardinge ; 

^*  I  will  not  dissemble  the  satisfaction  1 
have,  that  any  behaviour  of  mine,  in  the 
last  parliament,  should  in  the  opinion  of 
any  gentleman  here,  be  a  recommendation 
of  me  to  the  same  duty  in  diis.  And  the 
kind  manner,  with  which  my  two  honoor* 
able  firiends  have  been  pleased  to  represent 
me  to  the  House,  on  tnis  occasion,  is  an 
honour  I  can  never  think  too  highly  o^ 
nor  be  too  thankful  to  them  for.  But  aa 
men,  in  some  respects,  may  be  the  best 
juc^es  of  themselves,  I  know  mysdf  too 
weU  not  to  think  it  a  matter  of  justice  in 
me  to  say  to  the  House,  that,  whatever 
my  expenence  in  this  great  <^ce  has  been, 
as  it  snewed  me  what  qualities  are  neces- 
sary to  a  due  discharge  of  it,  did  but  too 
well  convince  me,  at  the  same  time,  how 
much  th^  were  wanting  in  the  adminis- 
tration ofit  in  the  last  parliament — ^I  call 
this.  Sir,  a  matter  of  justice  in  me  to  the 
House  ;  but  it  would'be  unprudent  also  in 
me  not  to  own  it,  where  I  am  sensible  I 
have  too  many  witnesses  of  it.  What  I  at 
first  iqpprehended  only,  I  soon  and  always 
felt.  And,  although  no  man  ever  more 
experiencal,  and  surely  no  man  ever  stood 
more  in  need  of,  the  candour  and  kind  in- 
dulgmce  of  the  House,  I  dare  not,  it  would 
be  presumption  in  me  to  hope  for  that 


agam. 


I  fear,  was-too  much  tried 


before ;  and,  without  which  I  know  myadf 
unable  to  do,  what  I  know  too  the  House 
ought  to  expect  from  him  whom  they  place 
in  this  high  station.  It  is  therefore  mcum- 
bent  on  me.  Sir,  to  desire  gentlemen  to 
cittsider  of  8(nne  other  person  for  this  inu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«7] 


Mi$  Speech  wi  being  appwoid. 


A.  ».  17S5. 


[038 


portant  trust,  whoee  abilities  will  not  want 
the  helps  which  mine  have  done,  and  must 
do,  ana  who  will  do  his  duty  for  the  ease 
of  the  House,  in  the  order  and  dispatch  of 
their  business,  which  is  the  design  of  the 
office,  and  not  to  the  fatigue  and  disquiet 
of  the  House,  by  too  great  an  exercise  of 
its  patience," 

But  the  House  asain  calling  Mr.  On- 
slow to  the  chair,  he  was  taken  out  of 
his  place  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  Mr.  Chol- 
^ncmdeley,  who  led  him  from  the  bar  of 
the  House  up  to  tbe  chair,  where,  upon 
the  first  step,  he  said, 

'^  Before  I  go  any  further,  gentlemen 
have  an  opportunity  to  recall  what  they 
have  done,  and  to  suffer  me  to  return  to 
my  own  place,  in  order  to  their  choosing 
fome  other  person  more  capable  of  this." 

But  the  members  cried  "  No !  no !" 

Whereupon  Mr.  Onsl&u)  ascended  the 
vpper  step ;  and  standing  there,  said, 

<<  Since  gentlemen  have  commanded 
me  hither,  I  beg  leave  to  return  them  my 
humblest  thanlu  for  the  great  honour  they 
have  conferred  upon  me ;  but,  as  it  is  to 
a  painful  service,  which  may  be  too  much 
for  me  again,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  per- 
mit me  to  lay  my  infirmities  before  his 
Majesty,  and  implore  his  leave  to  the 
House  to  make  another  choice,  which, 
upon  recollection,  may  be  more  pleasing 
to  genliemen,  and  more  for  the  public 
benefit,  than  what  they  have  now  done." 

The  House  cried  "  No !  no ! 

And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the 
chair ;  and  then  the  mace,  which  before 
lay  under  the  table,  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  Speaker^ s  Speech  on  beingpresented 
md  approved  of,"]  January  23.  The  King 
being  seated  on  the  throne,  adorned  with 
his  crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  at- 
tended with  his  officers  of  state;  the 
prince  of  Wales,  in  his  robes,  sitting  in  his 
place  on  his  Majesty's  right  hand;  the 
Liords  being  also  in  their  robes;  command- 
ed the  gentleman  usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to 
let  the  Commons  know,  *<  ^  is  his  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure,  that  they  attend  him  im- 
mediately, in  this  House."  ^  Who  being 
come; 

Mr.  Onslato  said, 

**  May  it  please  yoiur  most  excellent 
Majesty ; 

**  The  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  par- 
liament assembled,  have  in  pursuance  of 
foui  Majesty's  direction,  and  according 


to  their  ancient  right,  prdbeeded  to  th« 
election  of  one  of  their  members,  to  bo 
presented  to  your  Majes^  for  their 
Speaker :  and  tneir  choice.  Sir,  has  again 
fallen  upon  me,  for  this  important  trust. 
An  office,  Sir,  which  almost  in  all  times  hao 
been  deemed  too  important  and  difficult  for 
any  person  to  undertake,  without  express- 

duty  in  it,  and  of  die  state  tnereby  receiv* 
ing  detriment  through  his  inabilities.^— A 
caution.  Sir,  none  can  use  better  than  they 
who  have  experienced  the  difficulty;  nor 
your  Majesty's  power  of  remittmg  your 
Commons  to  another  choice  be  better 
exercised,  than  where  you.  Sir,  must  have 
experienced  a  former  insufficiency.  My 
knowledge  suggests  the  one :  my  fears  the 
other.  Both  make  it  a  matter  of  du^  i& 
me  to  be  an  humble  suitor  to  your  Ma^ 
jesty,  that,  in  grace  to  your  faithful  Com- 
mons, youf  Majesty  will  be  pleased  ta 
send  them  back,  to  re-consider  what  they 
have  done ;  and  to  make  choice  of  some 
other  person  on  this  occasion,  more  proper 
than  i  am,  for  their  service  and  your  royal 
approbati<R>."    Then, 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  receiving  direc- 
tions from  his  Majesty,  said, 

"Mr.  Onslow;  His  Majesty,  having  ex- 
perienced your  ability  and  integrity  in  the 
execution  of  the  important  office  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
your  zeal  for  his  service  and  for  the  inte- 
rest of  your  country,  commands  me  to  let 
you  know,  that .  he  entirely  approves  the 
choice  the  Commons  have  made  of  you  to 
be  their  Speaker :  his  Majesty  therefore 
is  not  pleased  to  admit  your  excuse; 
but  allows  and  confirms  you  to  be 
Speaker." 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  said, 

"  Whatever  difficulties,  Sir,  may  attend 
the  execution  of  the  office  your  Ma- 
jesty has  now  been  pleased  to  confirm  me 
in ;  whatever  my  sense  may  be  of  my  in- 
ability to  perform  it  as  I  ought :  it  is  my 
duty  to  submit  myself  to  your  Majesty's 
commands ;  and  to  acknowledge;  with  all 
gratitude,  your  Majestjr's  grace  to  me, 
and  the  high  honour  I  receive  in  this  pro- 
motion ;  and  to  assure  your  Majest^r,  as  I 
do,  of  my  best  endeavours  to  disdiarge  this 
great  trust  with  impartiality  and  upright- 
ness of  mind,  as  what  I  am  sensible  will  best 
recommend  my  poor  services  to  your 
favourable  construction,  and  be  most  likely 
to  jpduce  your  Maje^y's  pardon  on  my 
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fidbngs  and  infirmitief :  whieh  I  humblj 
knplore  of  jour  Majesty ;  at  leatt,  tifmt 
they  may  be  imputed  <m}y  to  me,  and  in 
00  wise  to  your  6udiful  Comrooni .  And, 
that  your  Commons  in  parliament  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  perform  their  duty 
lo  your  Majesty  and  their  country,  I  do,  in 
their  name,  and  in  their  behalf,  by  humble 
petition  to  your  Majesty,  lay  claim  to  all 
their  ancient  Rights  and  Priyileges ;  par- 
ticulariy,  **  That  their  servants  and  estates 
nay  be  free  from  arrests  and  all  molestation. 
That  they  may  enjoy  freedom  of  speech, 
for  the  better  Management  of  their  de- 
bates; and  have  liberty  of  access  to  your 
lojal  person,  when  occasion  shall  require 
k.  And,  That  all  their  proceedings  may 
receive  ftom  your  Majesty  the  most  benign 
interpretation.'' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor^  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's ftirther  commands,  said, 

**  Mr.  Speaker;  His  Majesty  is  fully 
•atisfied  of  the  duty  and  aroction  of  the 
Ho«Me  of  Conunons,  and  of  their  discre- 
tion and  temper.  His  Majesty  therefore 
very  readily  grants  them  all  their  privi- 
leges, m  as  ample  a  manner  as  they  have  at 
any  time  been  granted  or  allowed  by  any 
of  his  royal  predecessors. — As  to  what  you 
have  desired  with  regard  to  yourself;  his 
Mi^esty  will  always  put  the  most  favour- 
able construction  upon  your  words  and 
actions  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  if 
yon.  Sir,  who  are  so  conversant  in  the 
rules  and  usages  of  parliament,  should 
ever  stand  in  need  of  it." 

The  Kin^s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Ses- 
sion.']  Tl^n  his  Majesty  spake  as  fd- 
lows: 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*<  The  present  posture  of  afiairs  in 
Europe  is  so  well  known  to  you  all,  and 
the  good  or  bad  consequences,  that  may 
arise,  and  affect  us,  from  the  war  bebg 
extmguished,  or  being  carried  on,  are  so 
obvious,  that  I  am  persuaded  you  are  met 
together  fully  prepared  and  determined  to 
dischar^  the  great  trust  reposed  in  you  at 
this  critical  conjuncture,  in  such  a  manner, 
a^will  best  contribute  to  the  honour  and 
interest  of  my  crown  and  people. 

^  I  opened  the  last  session  of  the  late 
paiiiament  by  acquainting  them,  that  as  I 
was  no  wa3rs  engaged,  but  by  my  Good 
Offices,  in  the  transactions  that  were  de- 
~  dared  to  be  the  principal  causes  and  mo- 
tives of  the  present  war  in  £urope,it  was  ne- 
Mtsary  to  use  mere  th«Q  ofdjnarj  prudeace 


and  curcumspection,  and  die  utmost  precau- 
tion, not  to  determine  too  hastQy  upon  so 
critical  and  important  a  conjuncture;  to 
examine  the  fitcts  alledged  on  bodi  sides^ 
to  wait  die  result  of  the  councils  of  those 
powers,  that  are  more  nearly  and  imme- 
diately interested  in  die  consequences  of 
the  war,  and  particularly  to  concert  widi 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Ph>- 
vinces,  who  are  under  the  same  engage* 
ments  with  me,  such  measures  as  shcmld 
be  thought  most  advisable  for  oinr  common 
safety,  and  for  restoring  the  peace  of 
Europe. 

**  We  have  accordingly  proceeded  ia 
this  CTcat  affisur  widi  the  mutual  confidence 
which  subsists  between  me  and  the  Re- 
public; and  havinp^  considered  together  oil 
one  side  the  pressing  applications  made  bV 
the  imperial  court,  botn  here  and  in  Hol- 
land, for  obtaining  succours  against  the 
powers  at  war  wim  the  Emperor,  and  the 
repeated  professions  made  by  the  Allies  on 
the  other  side,  of  their  sincere  diapositioa 
to  put  an  end  to  the  present  troubles  upon 
honourable  and  solid  terms,  I  concurred  in 
a  resolution  taken  bv  the  States  General, 
to  employ,  without  loss  of  time,  our  joint 
and  earnest  instances  to  brinff  matters  to  a 
speedy  and  happy  accommoaadon,  before 
we  should  come  to  a  determination  upon 
the  succours  demanded  by  the  Emperor« 
These  instances  did  not  at  first  produce 
such  explicit  answers  from  the  contending 
pardes,  as  to  enable  us  to  put  immediately 
m  execudon  our  impartial  and  sincere  de- 
sires for  that  purpose  f  resolved,  however, 
to  pursue  so  gteat  and  salutary  a  work»  and 
to  prevent  our  subjects  from  being  unne- 
cessarUv  involved  m  war,  we  renewed  the 
oflfer  of'^our  Good  Offices  in  so  effectual  a 
manner,  as  to  obtain  an  acceptadon  of  them* 

**  In  consequence  of  this  acceptation, 
and  of  our  Declaration  made  thereupcm, 
to  the  respective  powers  engaged  in  the 
war,  no  dme  has  been  lost  in  taking  sudi 
measures,  as  should  be  most  proper  to 
make  the  best  use  of  their  gocKl  disposi- 
dons  for  re-establishinff  the  tranc^uillity  of 
Europe :  And  I  have  the  satisfaction  toac- 
quaint  you,  that  things  are  now  brought  to 
so  great  a  forwardness,  that  I  hope  in  a 
short  dme  a  plan  will  be  ofierea  to  the 
consideradon  of  all  the  pardes  engaged  in 
the  pr^ent  war,  as  a  basis  for  a  Genial 
Negodadon  of  Peace,  in  which  the  ho- 
nour and  interests  of  all  pardes  hanre 
been  consulted,  as  far  as  the  circumstances 
of  dme,  and  the  present  posture  of.atEun 
would  permit.  *     - 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Ml]  The  Kinft  Speech  on  Opening  the  S^nou.         A.  D.  17S5. 


Itm 


**  I  do  not  take  upon  me  t^  answer  for 
the  success  of  a  negotiation,  where  so 
many  difierent  interests  are  to  be  con- 
sidered and  reconciled;  but  when  a  pro- 
ceeding isfounded  upon  reason, and  formed 
from  such  lights  as  can  be  had,  it  had  been 
inexcusable  not  to  have  attempted  a  work 
which  may  produce  infinite  benefits  and 
advantaged,  and  can  be  of  no  prejudice,  if 
we  ^do  not  sufier  ourselves  to  be  so  far 
amused  by  h(^)es,  that  may  possibly  be 
afterwards  disappointed,  as  to  leave  our- 
selves exposed  to  real  daneers. 

*^  I  have  made  use  of  the  power,  which 
the  late  parliament  intrusted  me  with,  with 
great  moderation;  and  I  have  concluded  a 
Treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark,  of 
great  importance  in  the  present  conjunc- 
ture. It  is  impossible,  when  all  the  courts 
of  Europe  are  busy  and  in  motion,  to  se- 
cure to  themselves  such  supports  as  time 
and  occasion  may  require,  ror  me  to  sit 
atill,  and  neglect  opportunities,  which,  if 
once  lost,  may  not  only  be  irretrievable, 
but  turned  as  greatly  to  our  prejudice,  as 
thej  will  prove  to  our  advantage,  b^  being 
seasonably  secured ;  and  which,  if  neg- 
lected, would  have  been  thought  a  just 
cause  of  complaint.  This  necessary  confi- 
den^ce,  placed  in  me,  has  given  great 
g^ht  to  my  endeavours  for  the  public 


'<  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

<<  I  have  ordered  the  Accounts  and  Esti- 
mates to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you, 
of  such  extra<n*dinary  Expences,  as  were 
incurred  last  year,  and  of  such  services,  as 
I  think  highly  necessary  to  be  carried  on 
and  provided  for :  and  whatever  additional 
Charges  shall  be  found  necessary,  shall  be 
redu^d,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
aistently  with  the  common  security. 

*^  And  as  the  Treaty  with  the  crown  oS 
Denmark  is  attended  with  an  expence,  I 
bave  ordered  the  same  to  be  laid  before  you. 
'  '<  I  make  no  doubt  but  I  shall  find  in 
this  House  of  Commons  the  same  zeal, 
duty,  and  affection,  as  I  have  experienced 
tlA'OHgh  the  whole  course  of  my  reign ;  and 
that  you  will  raise  the  necessary  Supplies 
with  cheerfulness,  unanimity,  and  dis- 
patch. 

<<  The  sense  of  the  nation  is  best  to  be 
learned  by  the  Choice  of  their  Representa- 
tives ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  be- 
Laviour  and  conduct  of  my  faithiul  Com- 
mons will  demonstrate,  to  all  the  world, 
the  unshaken  fidelity  and  attachment  of 
my  good  subjects  to  my  person  and  go- 
▼enunent. 

[VOL.  IX.] 


**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*^  It  is  our  happiness  to  have  continued 
hitherto  in  a  state  of  peace ;  but  whilst 
many  of  the  prmcipal  powers  of  Europe 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  consequences  must 
more  or  less  aflfect  us;  and  as  the  best  con- 
certed measures  are  liable  to  uncertain^,' 
we  ought  to  be  in  a  readiness,  and  pre- 
pared against  all  events ;  and  if  our  Six- 
pences are  in  some  degree  increased,  to 
prevent  greater,  and  such  as  if  once  en- 
tered into,  it  would  be  difficult  to  see  the 
end  of,  I  hope  my  good  subjects  will  not 
repine  at  the  necessary  means  of  procuring 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and  of  univers^ 
tranquillity,  or  ot  putting  ourselves  in  a 
condition  to  act  that  part,  which  may  be 
necessary  and  incumbent  upon  us  to  take." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Address  of 
ThanksA      His  Majesty  having  retired, 
their  lordships  immediately  took  the  said\ 
Speech  into  consideration.    As  soon  as  it 
was  read,  the  duke  of  Newcastle  moved : 

^^  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  return  the  Thanks  of 
this  House,  for  his  niost  gracious  Speech 
firom  the  throne. 

**  To  acknowledge  his  Majesty^s  pater- 
nal care  and  tenderness  for  the  wel&re  of 
his  people,  in  employing  his  unwearied  en- 
deavours to  prevent  their  being  unneces- 
sarily involved  in  the  present  war,  and 
concerting  measures  with  the  States  Grene* 
ral  for  restoring  the  public  tranquillity. 

"  To  declare  the  great  satisfaction  this 
House  conceives,  in  the  good  offices  of  his 
Majesty  and  that  Repubhc  being  accepted 
by  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war ;  and 
to  express  their  thankfulness  for  his  Ma- 
j^ty's  vigilance,  in  losing  no  time  to  carry 
on  this  ^utary  work  to  such  a  degree^ 
that  a  plan  may  shortly  be  ofifered  as  a  basis 
for  a^neral  negotiation. 

'<  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this 
House  is  incapable  of  being  so  &r  amused 
by  any  hopes,  as  to  leave  the  security  of 
his  Imjesty  and  his  kingdoms  exnosed  to 
real  d^igers:  and  that  they  will  cheer- 
fully support  him  in  all  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  for  procuring  the 
blessings  of  peace,  or  for  putting  tms  na- 
tion in  a  condition  to  act  that  part  which 
it  may  be  incumbent  on  Great  Britain  to 
undertake. 

**  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this  House 
can  entertain  no  doubt  but  he  will  find  the 
same  unshaken  fideli^  firom  all  his  good 
subjects,  which  he  so  justly  exnects ;  and 
that  this  House  doth  imfeignedly  considsr 
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the  maintemmce  of  the  religion  and  liber- 
ties of  this  nation,  as  entirdy  involved  in 
the  security  of  his  sacred  person  and  ffo- 
▼ernment,  and  of  the  succession  in  his 
royal  House,  and  in  transmitting  these  in- 
valuable blessings  to  posterity/' 

This  Motion  was  seconded  by  lord  Hm- 
ton,  and  was  introduced  with  Speeches, 
the  Substance  of  which  was  as^follows : 

My  Lords,  as  this  nation  was  no  way 
concerned  in  the  transactions,  which  were 
declared  to  be  the  principal  causes  and 
motives  of  the  present  war  in  Europe,  I 
cannot  but  admire  the  wisdom  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's conduct,  in  preventing  this  nation's 
being  any  way  engaged  in  it;  but,  my 
Xrord^,  wnen  the  sword  is  once  drawn,  it  is 
impossible  to  foretell  how  far  it  may  be 
carried,  or  when  it  will  be  put  up.  The 
parties  engaged  may,  as  yet,'be  moderate 
m  their  expectations,  as  well  as  their  de- 
mands; but  success  of  either  side  may 
elate  the  minds  of  the  victors,  and  make 
them  resolve  to  carry  their  conquests  much 
farther,  than  they  at  the  beginning  really 
intended,  and  farther  than  is  consistent 
with  the  balance  of  power,  or  the  liberties 
of  Europe;  and  therefore,  though  this 
nation  was,  at  first,  no  way  concerned 
with  the  motives  or  causes  of  the  war, 
yet  it  may  at  last  come  to  be  very 
deeply  concerned  in  the  event*  For  this 
reason  it  became  necessary,  as  soon  as  the 
war  broke  out,  to  put  this  nation  not  only 
Ui  a  proper  posture  <^  defence,  but  in  a 
condition  to  act  with  vigour,  in  case  of 
need ;  and  in  this  the  wi^m  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils  is  not  less  conspicuous, 
than  the  jcare  he  has  taken  nbt  to  engage 
us  too  hastily  in  the  war* 

The  most  ambitious  designs,  my  lords, 
may  sometimes  be  conceiSed  under  the 
most  plausible  pretences ;  but  to  penetrate 
into  toe  most  secret  springs,  and  to  dis- 
cover die  real  views  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, there  was  no  method  more  certain 
or  more  e&ctual,  than  that  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  taken.  To  make  an  offer  of  his 
^ood  offices,  for  composing  the  presait 
utihappy  differences  of  Europe;  and,  in 
pursuance  of  the  acceptation  of  his  good 
offices,  to  propose  such  apian  of  p^u;e  as 
may  be  consistent,  as  much  as  possible, 
with  the  honour  and  interest  qt  ^  the 
parties  engaged  in  war,  is  acertisun  and  an 
infallible  way  to  discover,  whether  any  of 
them  have  secret  views,  which  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  interest  of  Europe ; 
imd  if  any  ffiich  viewa  should  be  m» 
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covered,  then  will  it  be  proper  and  neces- 
sary for  his  Majes^,  and  the  other  princes^ 
and  states  of  Europe,  to  j(un  together,  and 
concert  such  measures  as  may  cUsfeat  those 
ambitious  views,  wherever  Uiey  may  be 
found  lurkins  and  concealed. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  the  most  prudent 
and  the  most  effectual  measure  which  his 
Majesty  could  pursue ;  and,  in  the  pursuit 
of  this  measure,  he  has  taken  all  thoaa 
steps  which  the  most  consummate  wisdom 
could  direct :  he  has  taken  care,  that  nei- 
ther of  the  parties  concerned  should  have 
the  least  reason  to  8u^;>ect  his  being  any 
way  partial  in  the  amtir ;  and  he  has,  ia 
every  thing,  acted  in  concert  wiUi  tha 
States  General oftheUnitedProvinces,  who 
are  our  most  natural  allies,  and  who  are 
under  the  same  engagements  with  him. 
By  this  concert,  if  there  be  any  prince  or 
state  in  Europe,  that  entertains  an  ambi- 
tious view  of  conquest,  they  wiU  be  made 
to  see,  that,  as  soon  as  their  views  are  dis- 
covered, they  must  expect  to  be  attacked 
by  the  united-  force  of  Great  Britain  and 
Holland ;  and  there  is  no  more  effectual 
way  of  preserving,  the  peace  of  Eun^, 
than  that  of  depriving  the  ambitious  of  all 
hopes  of  success,  in  any  of  the  projects 
they  may  form  a^ai^t  the  liberties  or  the 
dominions  of  their  neighbours. 

To  maJce  this  measure  still  more  effeo^ 
tual,  it  was  necessary,  my  Lords,  not  only 
to  provide  for  our  defence  at  home,  but  to 
arm  ourselves  with  alliances  abroad,  and- 
to  engage  as  many  of  the  princes  and 
states  of  Europe,  not  already  omcemed  in 
the  war,  as  we  could,  in  the  same  salutary 
measures :  for  this  reason  we  cannot  but 
applaud  his  Majesty's  conduct,  in  having 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Den* 
mark ;  by  whidi,  and  by  the  otter  treaties 
which  his  Mijesty  may  hereafter  conclude^ 
it  b  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  will  be 
enabled  to  put  astop  to  the  victorious arme 
of  ather  of^the  parties  engaged  in  war,  in 
case  they  should  attempt  to  eany  thcar 
successes  and  their  conquests  fiirthar  Hmn 
may  be  consistent  with  the  balance  of 
power  in  Eurqpe. 

At  the  same  time,  my  Lords,  we  caxAot 
but  admire  his  Majesty's  prudence  and 
moderation,  in  the  use  he  has  made  of  that 

Sower,  which  wie  so  reasonaUy  granted  to 
im  by  the  last  session  of  last  nrliamoit^ 
with  respect  to  the  additi(ms  he  has  beea 
pleased  to  make  to  the  naval  or  limd  fqct^ee 
of  thia  kingdon^:  the  additions  niadete 
either  arQ  but  very  inconmderaUe ;  die 
principal  expence  has  been  occasioned  by 
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making  additions  to  our  nand  force,  which 
expence  is  always  the  least  burthensome, 
and  the  nioet  useful  to  this  nation ;  and 
the  snudl  addition  that  has  bc^  made  to 
•or  land  forces,  has  been  made  in  that  way 
.whidi  is  most  convenient  to  the  subject, 
andtkast  expensive  to  the  public:  yet, 
my  Lords,  this  moderate  use  of  that  power, 
this  small  additional  expence  which  Uie 
nation  has  been  put  to,  joined  with  the 
prodent  measures  whidi  his  Majesty  has 
pursued  abroad,  has  already,  we  see,  pro- 
duced extraordinary  effects.  It  has  already 
produced  an  acceptation  of  his  Maj^sty^s 
good  offices,  for  composing  the  differences 
BOW  subsisting  in  Europe ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  iHit  that  a  continuance  of  the 
nme  vigorous  measures,  will  produce  a 
general  agreement  to  that  plan  of  peace 
which  his  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  his 
allies,  is  to  propose  to  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  present  war. 

As  these  measures,  and  the  ^ood  efiects 
of  them,  have  proceeded  from  that  concord 
and  confidence  which  have  hitherto  sub- 
■iated  between  hb  Majesty  and  his  Pariia* 
ment,  so  the  good  effects  which  we  are  yet 
to  expect  firom  them,  must  entirely  de- 
pend upon  the  powers  at  war  beinff  con- 
vinced, that  the  same  concord  ana  confi- 
dence do  stiU  subsist;  and  therefore  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  move  your  lordships, 
That,  Ac  (as before-mentioned.) 

To  this  Motion  an  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed, <<  That  all  the  intermediate  pa- 
ragraphs between  the  first  and  last  should 
be  len  out,  and  that  the  Motion  should 
stand  thus.: 

**  To  return  his  Majesty  their  unfeigned 
thanks  for  his  most  gracious  speech  firom 
the  throne ;  and  to  acknowledge  the  felicity 
Aey  enjoyed,  in  his  Majesty's  having  al- 
ways esteemed  the  interest  of  sovereign 
and  subject  as  mutual  and  inseparable,  and 
liaving  made  the  due  execution  and  ob- 
servance of  the  laws  the  ride  of  his  goverh- 
weat ;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  they 
were  determined  to  convince  theworld^ 
by  a  steady  course  of  loyalty,  that  they 
considered  the  maintenance  ofthe  irreligion 
and  liberties,  as  being  involved  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty's  person  and  ffovem- 
ment,  and  in  the  preservation  ofthe  Pro- 
t^stanf;  succession  in  his  royal  House ;  and 
that  it  was  their  unalterable  purpose,  to 
transmit  these  invaluable  blessmgs  to  pos- 
terity." 

The  Annmient  finr  this  Amendment  was  to 
tbeeleaasftOowi: 


My  Lords,  the  meii^>ers  of  this  House, 
who  are  in  the  same  situation  with  me, 
must  labour  under  a  very  great  ^Usadvan- 
tage,  when  they  are  to  give  their  senti-* 
ments  of  what  is  proposed  upon  ^y  such 
occasion  as  the  present.  *  As  we  know  no^ 
thing  of  his  Majesty's  speech,  till  we  hear 
it  from  the  throne,  nor  any  thing  of  the 
motion  ^itended  to  be  made,  till  we  heai* 
it  in  this  House,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
we  ctia  speak  so  exactly  or  methodically 
to  it  .lis  otherwise  we  might.  If  I  had  thef 
nxition,  my  Lords,  iii  my  hand,  I  could 
exactly  pohit  out  the  paragraphs  I  am  ti^ 
speak  to ;  but  as  t  have  not,  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  allow  me  to  speak  fit>m  the 
notes  I  have  taken  of  it ;  and  if  I  have 
mistaken  any  of  the  paragraphs,  I  hope 
those  lords,  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
it  than  I  am,  will  ^ideavour  to  set  me 
right.  I  shall  readily  admit,  that  the  mo« 
tion  made  by  the  noble  duke,  has  been 
drawn  up  witn  a  great  deal  6f  zeal  and  pru- 
dence ;  and  I  befieve  it  has  been  concerted 
with  as  much  care  and  caution,  as  was  con* 
sistent  with  the  design. 

The  first  paragraph,  my  Lords,  is,  m 
my  opinion,  a  very  proper  return,  from  thi# 
H!ouse,  to  his  Majesty's  speech  firom  the 
throne ;  and  the  last  paragraph  is  a  decla-' 
ration  of  our  zeal  and  affection  for  his  Ma-» 
jesty,  and  his  illustrious  fbmily,  which  I 
think  proper  upon  all  occasions,  and.  even 
necessary  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  Pai^* 
liament,  especially  at  sudi  a  conjuncture 
as  the  present :  these  two  parographsthere* 
fore  will,  I  am  convinced,  appear  highly 
reasonable  to  every  lord  in  this  House ;  but 
as  for  all  the  intermediate  paragraphs,  it  itf 
my  opinion,  that  they  descend  too  much 
into  particulars  for  this  House  to  agree  to, 
wiUiout  some  flEurther  information  Uian  we 
have,  as  yet^  before  us. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  our  affiurs  are  in  the 
condition  represented  to  us  in  his  Majesty's 
speech ;  but,  as  I  shall  always  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  par** 
liament ;  and  as  speeches  from  the  throne 
have  ahvajTS,  in  tne  language  of  this  House, 
been  supposed  to  be  speeches  firom  the 
ministers ;  therefore  I  cannot  think  it  con* 
sistent  with  the  dicnity  of  this  House  to 
take  thin^  so  nm<m  upon  trust,  as  to  de- 
pend entirely  upon  what  they  may  be 
pleased  from  time  to  time  to  tell  us.  It 
w|is  the  ancient  and  the  right  method  of 
parliament,  to  keep,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  generals  upon  such  occasions  ;  to  ex- 
press their  affection  for  the  king,  and  their 
I  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  crown,  but  to^ 
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avoid  entering  into  any  thing  that  might 
look  like  an  approbation  of  the  measures 
pursued  by  the  ministers.  With  regard 
to  the  proceedings  in  this  House,  the  de- 
seending  into  particulars  does  not,  it  is 
true,  preclude  u&from  entering  into  i^ture 
enquiries,  or  from  censuring  what  may  foe 
found  to  be  wrong  u{>on  ^y  such  enquiry ; 
but  without  doors  it  is  otherwise;  for 
people  who  are  not  perfectly  acquainted 
with  our  methods  of  proceeding,  which  is 
the  greatest  part  of  mankind,  look  upon 
the  Address  of  this  House  as  the  real 
sense  of  the  House,  with  respect  to  every 
particular  measure  mentioned  in  that  Aa- 
chress ;  and  therefore,  such  a  general  ap- 
probation of  an  the  measures  that  have 
oeen  pursued,  and  the  declaring  our  sa- 
tisfaction with  so  many  particulars,  ma^ 
have  veiy  bad  effects,  and  will  bring  this 
House  into  contempt  with  the  generality 
of  mankind,  if  we  should  afterwards  cen- 
sure, and  periiaps  punish  a  minister,  for 
those  very  measures,  which  we  had  ber 
fore  so  fluly  and  so  particularly  approved. 
.  Speeches  from  the  throne  have  always, 
my  lords,  been  looked  on,  not  only  in  par- 
liament, but  evenwithoutdoors,  as  speeches 
drawn  up  by  the  ministers ;  and  the  desi^ 
of  Addresses  from-  each  House .  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  way  of  answer  or  return  to  such 
^eeches,  has  always  been  to  testify  to  the 
world,  the  affection  of  the  parliament  to- 
wards the  king,  and  their  resolutions  to 
support  him  in  all  such  measures  as  they 
shaU  approve  of.  But  if  we  should  once 
fall  into  the  way  o£  answering  the  speech 
paragn^h  by  paragraph,  and  approving, 
without  either  information  or  enquinr,  of 
eveiy  thing  which  the  ministers  have  been 
pleased  to  mention  in  that  ^eech,  people 
will  then  begin  to  think,  that  the  Address 
of  this  House  was  drawn  up  by  the  minis- 
ters, as  well  as  the  speech;  in  which  case, 
the  design  of  such  addresses  will  be  en- 
tirely frustrated,  they  will  no  way  affect 
either  our  friends  or  our  enemies:  In  short, 
they  will  become  *  Vox  et  praeterea  nihiL^ 
With  respect  to  the  negotiations  now 
carrying  on,  for  restoring  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  I  hope,  my  Lords,  they  will 
be  attended  with  all  the  success  which  his 
Majesty  or  the  nation  can  desire;  but 
from  our  past  n^otiations,  I  cannot  think, 
my  lords,  we  have  any  reason  blindly  to 
approve  of  the  present.  This  nation  has, 
within  these  few  years,  been  engaged  in  a 
great  multiplicity  of  different  negotiations, 
all  of  them,  expensive,  and  some  of  them 
such  as  might  have  been  attended  with 


Debate  in  the  Lards  [648 

dangerous  consequences:  They  were  all 
intended,  as  we  were  told,  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  establish  the  public 
tranquillity;  but  if  that  was  the  real  and 
true  design,  no  one  of  them  proved  effec- 
tual for  the  purpose;  the  last  treaty  always 
wanted  a  new  one,  in  order  to  carry  it  into 
execution;  and  thus,  my  lords,  we  have 
been  a  botching  and  piecmg  up  one  tretdbf 
with  another,  forseveral  years.  Thepeace 
of  Europe  and  the  balance  of  power,  was 
to  have  oeen  frilly  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Hanover ;  but  we  found  it  would  not 
do,  and  therefore  that  treaty  was  pieced 
up  with  the  treaty  of  Seville :  This,  again» 
we  found  would  not  do/;  although  we  had 
then  four  to  (me,  we  found  it  impracticable, 
or  at  least  dangerous  to  carry  it  into  exe* 
cution,  and  therefore  we  were  obliged  U> 
conclude  the  treaty  of  Vienna;  By  this 
the  treaty  of  Seville  was  executed  friUy,* 
indeed,  of  our  side ;  but  how  this  last 
treaty  is  to  be  executed  I  do  not  know  ; 
for  it  now  iqppears  that,  to  render  it  effec- 
tual, some  new  treaty  is  wanting,  at  least 
as  much  as  for  any  of  the  former.  Thus 
we  have  been  setting  up  a  sort  of  paper 
credit,  in  treaties  and  negotiations ;  and 
we  have,  I  am  afraid,  extended  it  fruther 
than  our  frmd  will  be  able  to  answer. 

Whether  diis  nation  ought  to  have  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  is  a  question  which  it  is 
impossible  for  your  lordships,  at  present^ 
to  determine,  because  the  treaty  or  Vienna 
has  never  yet  been  laid  before  this  House ; 
and  if  from  that  treaty,  when  laid  before 
us,  it  should  appear,  that  we  were,  in 
honour  obUged  to  engage  in  the  war,  our 
agreeing  now  to  the  second  paragraph  of 
the  motion,  would  no  way  contribute  to 
the  credit  g£  this  House :  with  respect  to 
that  treaty,  the  Dutch  and  we  are  upon  a 
very  different  footing :  by  that  treaty  we 
went  plumb  in  at  once  into  the  guaranty 
of  all  the  Austrian  dominions,  without  ex- 
ception or  reserve,  at  least  with  regard  to 
any  of  th^  Christian  powers ;  for,  with  res- 
pect to  the  Turks,  I  tliink  we  shewed  them 
a  little  more  regard,  by  "lakin^  them  an 
exception  to  our  guaranty.  The  Dutch, 
indeed,  aereed  likewise  to  that  trea^ ;  but 
how  did  they  agree  to  it,  my  lords  ?  It  was 
after  long  and  maturedeliberation,  and,  as 
I  have  been  told,  under  several  restrictions 
and  limitations ;  so  that  with  respect  to 
the  concludmg  of  that  treaty,  it  cannot  be 
said  that  we  acted  in  concert  with  the 
Dutch;  and  with  respect  to  the  late  tran- 
sactions, whether  we  have  acted  in  con- 
cert with  them  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am 
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certain,  they  have  not  acted  in  concert 
with  UB ;  for  tkey  concluded  a  treaty  *  of 

*  The  said  lostrament  was  as  follows : 

'  ''Their  High  Mishtioesses  havinr  made 
known  to  bis  most  Ciiristian  Miyesty,  by  tbeir 
tesolntion  of  the  126th  of  August,  1733,  that, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  have  not  concerned 
themselves,  ia  any  manner,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  with  tlie  affairs  of  Poland,  and  that 
they  design  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  those 
affairs,  nor  with  the  broils  which  may  ensue 
therefrom,  they  hope  his  most  Christian  ma- 
iesty  will  consent,  that  the  Austrian  Nether- 
Ian&,  of  which  his  imperial  majesty  b  at  pre- 
sent in  possession,  and  which  are  to  serve  as  a 
harrier  to  their  repubUc,  shall  not  be  involved  in 
the  war  which  may  happen  upon  occasion  of 
the  affairs  of  Poland :  His  most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, to  give  tbeir  High  Mightinesses  a  mark  of 
the  pleasure  he  takes  in  the  conduct  they  have 
observed,  and  of  his  desire  that  they  should 
enjoy  the  tranquillity  ttiey- endeavour  to  pro- 
core  to  themselves,  has  declared,  and  does  de- 
dare,  that  he  will  not  attack  the  Austrian 
Netheriaods,  of  which  his  imp^al  majesty  is 
at  present  in  possession,  and  which,  according 
to  the  treaties,  are  to  serve  as  a  barrier  to  the  re- 
pnblic  ;  his  said  most  Christian  Maj^ty  re- 
aerrio^  to  himself  the  liberty  of  repulsing  the 
hostilities  which  may  be  committed  by  his  im- 
perial inajestv's  troops  in  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, in  such  manner,  that,  without  breaking 
in  upon  the  neutrality  stf^ulated,  and  without 
designing  to  make  any  settlement  id  the  Nether- 
lands, he  may  secure  his  frontiers;  and  in 
order  thereunto,  make  use  of  the  neledful  and 
convenient  means,  according  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war.  Their  High  Mightinesses  on 
their  part  declare,  that  they  will  have  no  con- 
cern m  the  affairs  of  Poland,  nor  the  differ- 
ences which  the  said  affairs  have  occasioned, 
or  may  hereaAer  occasion  ;  the  whole  with- 
out prgudioe  to  the  alKanoes  they  have  with 
the  emperor,  as  they  have  with  France,  and 
from  which  alliances  on  both  parts  they  do  not 
intend  to  derogate ;  their  High  Mightinesses 
fiurther  declaring,  tiiat  they  will  not  neglect 
any  office  to  prevent  any  tbin^  that  can  ^ect 
th^  tranquillity  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands ; 
and  that  they  will  not  assist  the  emperorthere- 
in,  either  by  their  troops,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whaitsoever. 

**^  This  convention  or  act  of  neutrality,  shall 
be  ratified  by  his  most  Christian  majesty  andT 
their  High  Mightinesses,  within  the  s|>ace  of 
two  months,  or  sooner  if  it  can  be  done. 
.  **In  witness  whereof,  we  the  under  written 
embassador  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty^ 
and  deputies  of  their  hiffh  mi^^htinesses  the 
Lords  States-Generalof  the  United  Provnices 
of  the  Netherlands,  have  signed  the  present 
convention,  and  have  affixed  the  seals  of  our 
arms  thereto. 

1  ^  Done  at  the  Hague,  the  ^th  of  November, 
1733." 


neutrality  with  France,  before,  I  believe^ 
we  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter;  and* 
notwiUistandmg  the  great  expences  we 
have  been  at,  in  augmenting  our  forcea 
both  by  sea  and  land,  they  have  not  yet 
added  one  man  to  their  land  forces,  nor 
one  ship  to  their  naval,  nor  have  they  con- 
cluded one  expensive  treaty ;  nay,  I  do 
not  know  if  they  have  been  at  the  expenctf 
even  of  one  courier,  unless  it  waa  such  aa 
were  sent  on  accoimt  of  their  treaty  of 
neutrality.  How  then,  my  lords,  can  we 
talk  of  concerting  measures  with  the  States 
General,  when,  &om  what  has  been  as  yet 
made  public,  there  appears  to  have  been 
no  other  concert  between  us,  than  that  we 
have  perhaps,  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
quainted them  with  the  measures  we  were 
to  take,  and  the  expeaces  we  were  to  put 
ourselves  to. 

As  for  the  acceptation  of  our  good 
offices,  it  was  very  natural,  both  for  the 
States  General  and  us,  since  we  were  not 
engaged  in  the  war,  to  offer  our  good 
Offices  for  restoring  the  peace ;  this  was 
the  least  that  either  of  us  could  do,  and 
it  was  natural  for  all  the  powers  engaged 
in  war  to  accept  of  that  offer ;  it  was  the 
least  that  either  of  them  could  do  m  re- 
turn ;  because  every  one  of  them  will  cer- 
tainly pretend,  that  they  are  heartily  in* 
clined  for  peace,  and  are  ready  to  acree 
to  any  reasonable  terms ;  but  when  those 
terms  come  to  be  settled,  I  believe,  the 
aide  that  appears  to  be  the  strongest  will 
have  the  most  reason,  and  will  insist  upon^ 
the  other's  agreeing  to  such  terms,  as  tney 
may  be  pleased  to  call  reasonable;  and 
therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  consistent  with 
the  dignity  of  this  House,  to  express  out 
satisfaction  in  so  solemn  a  manner,  open 
our  good  offices  having  been  only  ac<v 
cepted :  and  much  less  can  I  agree  to  our 
expressing,  in  such  a  pardcniar  manner, 
our  satisfaction  at  a  plan's  being  so  fiu: 
advanced,  that  it  will  be  soon  ready  to  be 
offered  to  the  partiea  concerned.  If  this 
plan  had  not  only  been  offered,  but  actu- 
ally approved  by  all  the  parties  concerned, 
it  would  then  have  been  incumbent  upoa 
us  to  have  expressed  our  satisfaction  with 
so  much  vigilance  and  wisdom :  but  is  the 
gimple  drawing  up  of  a  plan,  a  matter  of 
moment,  woruiy  of  the  notice  of  thia 
House  ?  Is  it  not  in  every  man's  power, 
at  least  every  man  that  can  write,  to  draw 
up  any  plan  ne  pleases  ?  and  shall  we,  my 
lords,  so  solemnly  take  notice  of  what 
might  have  been  done  by  any  writing  clerk 
in  Europe?  I  I4;»peal  toeveryone  ofyoor 
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lordshipi,  if  this  ig  not  exposing  the  pro* 
eeedings  of  this  House  to  tht  utmost  con* 
tempt;  and  if,  upon  the  tniUishing  of  that 
^an^  it  diould4im>ear  to  be  no  verj  extra- 
ordinary one,  what  will  the  world  then 
say  of  these  our  anticipated  encomiums  i 
His  Mafesty,  in  his  Speech,  has  been 
pleased  to  tell  us,  that  he  has  concluded  a 
Treaty  with  Denmaric,*  which  is,  it  seems, 

*  The  said  Tres^  consisted  of  thefbHowing 
iiticles:  ' 

1.  «  That  there  shall  be  a  perfect  atnitr 
and  anion  between  their  Britannic  and  Danish 
najestieii,  their  successors,  their  Jdngdoois  and 
their  subjects. 

e.  «« That  all  ibnner  treaties  between  thetwo 
crowns  shall  be  deemed,  renewed  and  con- 
firmed by  the  present  treaty. 

3.  **  That  the  king  of  Denmark,  when  re- 
faired,  shall  furnish  th^  king  of  Great  Britain 
with  5,000  foot  and  1,000  horse,  which  his 
Britannic  maiesty  shall  take  into  his  p^  for 
the  term  of  three  years. 

4.  ''  That  to  provkie  tor  the  equipment  of 
fliose  troops,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  shall 
gif  a  80  crowns  for  each  trooper,  ckMlhed, 
monnted  and  armed ;  and  30  crowns  for  each 
fiMtsoldier;  onehalfpayable  after  signing  the 
treaty,  and  the  other  half  when  those  6,000 
men  shall  enter  into  the  senrice  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesU  :  That  during  the  time  they  re- 
main in  the  dominions  of  Dienmark,  the  king 
of  Great  pritain  shall  pay  his  Danish  majesty 
a  subsidy  of  £50,000  croons  a  year ;  but  that 
aabsidy  shall  be  reduced  to  150,000  crowns  a 
year,  when  those  troops  pass  OTer  to  the  ser^ 
▼ice  of  his  Britannic  nu^jesty. 

5.  "  That  the  kmg  of  Great  Britain  shall 
oonform  to  the  treaty  of  1701,  in  regard  to  the 
extraordinary  of  the  troops,  and  the  expence  of 
recruiting. 

6.  **  That  his  Britannic  majesty  shall  be  at 
Hberty  to  employ  those  6,000  men  where  he 
shall  fSbivk  fit,  except  in  Italjr,  or  at  sea ; 
neither  shall  they  be  transported  into  Enffland 
except  it  be  for  the  proper  defence  of  the  king* 
doms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

7.  **  That  if  the  king  of  Dennuurk  shsU 
happen  to  be  attacked,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty shall  send  him  back  those  6,000  men,  in 
case  they  happen  to  be  Ht  that  time  in  his  ser- 
Tioec  tumisn  him  betides  with  all  the  soc- 
•oors  by  sea  and  land,  whi6h  tlie  circumstances 
may  require ;  and  continue  those  succours  tUl 
the  conclosioB  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which 
his  Britannic  majesty  shall  endeairour  to  render 
as  adrantageous  as  possible  to  the  king  of 
l>enmark.  And  his  Danish  mi(|esty  enters 
into  the  same  en^fagements,  on  his  side,  to  the 
king  of  Great  Bntam,  with  this  condition,  that 
the  subjects  of  Denmark  shall  preserre,  during 
^  wholecourse of  the  present  %rar,  the  full 
liberty  of  their  tiade  with  France  and  other 

'  ^aces,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  times  of  peace. 
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to  be  hud  before  the  other  House,  and  the 
reason  given  for  so  domg  is,  because  it  is 
to  be  attended  with  some  expence ;  but 
this  treaty  we  hare  neither  seen,  nor  is  it 
so  much  as  promised  to  be  laid  before  us, 
and  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  say  an^ 
thing  for  it  or  against  it*  Whethek'  this 
treaty  was  condiMied  in  concert  wiUi  the 
Dutdi,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  are  to  contribute  any 
thing  to  the  charge  of  it ;  and  even  without 
seeing  the  Treaty,  I  may  take  notice,  that 
if  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  be  in 
any  danger,  the  king  <^  Denmark  is  as 
much  concerned  m  its  preservation  as  we 
are;  and  by  an  express  treaty  between 
the  anperor  and  him,  he  is,  as  much  as  ws 
are,  engaged  to  guaumtee  his  imperial 
majesty^  dominions.  So  that  by  this  new 
Treatjr  with  us,  the  Idng  of  Denmark  has 
laid  himself  under  no  obligations,  that  I 
can  hear  of,  but  what  he  was  before  en« 
gaged  in,  both  by  his  own  interest,  and  l^ 
his  treaties  with  the  Emneror ;  and  yet 
we  are,  it  seems,  to  pay  him  a  large  an* 
nual  subsidy.  However,  my  Lonls,  as 
tiiese  matters  will  come  in  more  properly 
to  be  considered,  when  the  Treaty  is  hdd 
before  us,  I  shall  at  present  take  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  them,  but  only  to  observe, 
that  by  approving  of  all  measures  in  gene* 
ral,  as  is  propped  by  this  motion,  wa 
apnrove  ofthis  Treaty,  before  we  have 
eitner  seen  it,  or  know  any  thing  about  it. 
If  we  are  no  way  concerned  in  the  pre* 
sent  war,  if  we  have  given  no  reasonable 
cause  of  offence  to  any  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  what  occasion  is  there,  niy  Lords, 
for  putting  any  threatening  wonb  in  our 
Address  ?  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  wa^ 
will  be  ready  to  su{^ort  him  m  such  mea* 
sures  as  may  be  incmnbent  on  us  to  under* 
take,  is  certainly  a  threatening  wmy  of  ex* 
pressing  ourselves,  and  irill  probably  be 
taken  as  such,  by  8<nne  of  the  powers  now 
engaged  in  war,  I  wish,  my  Lmds,  we 
were  in  a  better  condition  than  we  are; 
I  wish  the  naticm  were  free  of  that  hemry 
load  of  debta,  under  whidi  it  groans  at 

8.  «« That  the  performance  of  the  ttrnM- 
tbns  of  this  alHance  shall  take  place,  ui  the 
eaoss  where  either  of  the  contracting  jwrties 
shall  have  been  attacked  by  force  oTams, 
without  haying  beforehand  committed  any  ad 
of  aggression. 

9.  ''  That  this  treaty  is  for  the  term  oftbies 
years.    And, 

10.  «<Thattheexchanffeof  theratifiealisas 
shall  be  within  twomoattp  aftar  signg  the 
treaty." 
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preBent;  bat  while  we  are  <m>res8ed  with 
such  a  load  of  debts,  and  siich  a  number 
of  taxes,  all  mortgaged  and  pre-engaged, 
is  this  nation  in  a  condition  to  threaten,  or 
can  we  pretend  to  frighten  the  powers  of 
Europe?  We  may  be  able,  we  must  de- 
fend ourselves  when  attacked ;  but  surely 
ire  ought  not  to  draw  an  attack  or  an  in- 
•uh  upon  ourselves,  by  threatening  others 
with  what  we  will  do,  at  a  time  when  none 
none  of  our  neighbours  have  so  much  as  a 
design  to  disturb  us,  at  leasts  in  so  fiu*  as 
we  bnre^et  been  told,  by  those  who  ought 
toacquamt  us^  in  case  they  suspect  we  are 
in  an]^  danger. 

This  para^rq>h,  my  Lords,  is  very  in- 
consistent with  the  former  part  of  the  mo- 
tion. By  the  sec(md  paragraph,  we  are  to 
acknowledge  his  Majesty's  care  for  the 
Irue  mterest  of  his  pecgple,  in  preventing 
their  being  unnecessarily  engaged  in  a 
var ;  and*  by  this  pan^gn^h,  we  are  to 
Xnake  use  of  such  menadng  words,  as  may 
Ci^E^e  his  Majesty  in  a  war  whether  he 
win  or  no,  and  whether  it  be  the  interest 
«f  his  pecmle  or  not.  This,  I  say,  appears 
to  me,  to  De  altogeth^  inconsistent;  and 
tharefere,  if  these  two  pan^raphs  stand 

ri  of  the  motion,  I  hq>e  the  latter  will 
a  little  softened.  But  I  have,  I  think, 
diewn  sufficient  reasons,  for  leaving  them, 
and  an  the  intermediate  paragraphs  out ; 
for  which  reason,  I  shall  conclude  with 
moving  for  this  Amendment^  That,  &c.  as 
liefore  mentioned. 

Hk  Answermade  to  this  Ajigument  was  in 
substance  thus : 

Mv  Lords,  the  noUe  lord  who  proposed 
ilia  Amendment  to  the  motion  now  before 
UM,  set  out  with  such  an  eulogium  upon  it, 
tliat  I  imagined  he  was  to  agree  with  it 
m  eveiy  particular;  and  I  began  to  in- 
du^  m^lf,  with  the  hof>es  of  having  the 
aatis&etion  to  find,  that  his  lordship's  cpi- 
auoa  was  the  same  with  mine.  1  was  gfad 
ta  hear  bis  lordship  acknowledge,  jthat 
the  motion  had  been  drawn  up  with  a 
9iealdea]ofzeal,agr€Atdealofprudeneei  ! 
^nd  a  ^^reat  deal  of  caution.  In  this  I  agree 
wi^  mm ;  for  I  think  the  motion  made  to 
us  by  the  noble  duke,  is  so  prudently,  and 
ao  cautiously  wooded,  that  I  am  surprized 
ao  hear  tiie  least  objection  made  to  it. 

If  1^  any  such  Address,  my  Lonis,  this 
Hooae  were  to  be  precluded  from  all  future 
^Mpiiries ;  hay,  my  Lords,  if  there  were 
any  words  in  the  Address  now  proposed, 
which  might  be  interpreted  as  an  express 
^yprobation  of  any  pMrticular  measure  that 


has  been  pursued,  I  should  think  there 
might  be  reason  for  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed; but  as  no  such  thing  can  be  pre- 
sumed, from  any  part  of  the  motion  made 
to  us,  I  cannot  find  the  least  reason  for 
such  a  thorough  reformation,  as  what  is^ 
proposed  by  the  Amendment.  I  have  as 
great  a  regard  for  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  parliament,  as  any  lord  in  this  House ; 
but  I  likewise  have  a  great  regard  for  the 
duty  and  respect  we  Qwe  to  the  King ;  and 
after  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased,  in  his  Speech,  to  give  us  so  full  an 
account  of  his  conduct,  I  must  leave  it  tq 
your  lordships  to  consider,  how  odd,  how 
disrespectful  it  would  look  in  us,  to  taka 
no  manner  of  notice  in  our  Answer,  of  any 
one  thing  he  has  told  us»  but  only  ia 
general  to  thank  him  for  hk  Speech  n*om 
Sie  throne,  and  to  decfaire  whatl  hope  no 
man  has  just  reason  to  doubt  o&  Woidd 
not  pec^le  generally  from  thence  c<m«r 
elude,  that  we  reearcfed  very  httle  what  hia 
Majesty  had  told  us  i  and  would  not  his 
jniemies  from  thence  imagine,  that  his  parr 
liament  put  no  confidence  in  him  i  Thii 
is  what  the  noble  duke  was  aware  of;  and 
therefore,  to  shew  our  respect  to  his  Ma* 
jes^,  he  has  touched  geaeraUy  xspon  every 
thing,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  mention  in  his  l^peech;  but,  at  tha 
same  time,  his  Motiim  is  conceived  in  suc^ 
terms,  as  cannot  any  way  int«&re  with 
the  hcHiour  and  dignity  ei  this  House^ 
or  with  any  of  our  future  |»oeeeding8. 

As  for  our  former  treaties  and  negotia- 
tions, it  is  not  my  business,  at  present,  to 
vindicate  aU  or  any  of  them;  but  m  thejf 
have  been  taken  notice  of  by  odier  l(xa§ 
in  this  debate,  I  hope  your  lordships  wiU 
indulge  me  wkh  leave  to  make  some  few 
observations  upon  diem.  In  treating  and 
negotiating  with  foreign  powers,  I  £9  aal 
know,  m^  Icnrds,  that  any  general  rubs  OM 
be  established ;  for  whatever  rules  we  maf 
prescribe  to  ourselves,  we  can  prescriba. 
none  to  the  fore^  courts  we  have  to  do 
with ;  and  theren^re,  we  must  ahn^  di* 
rect  our  measures,  accerdmg  to  th# 
humours  we  find  them  in,  and  aeoacdin^ 
to  the  various  incidents  that  occur.  TUa 
was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  treaty  o£ 
Hanpver:  A  dangraroua  league  had  be€» 
formed  against  the  honour,  me  trade,  anA 
the  possessions  of  this  nation :  These  de^ 
signs  w6  had  given  no  occasion  to,  by  any 
filse  step,  by  any  provocation,  or  1^  emy 
mismanagement  on  our  parts;  bui after 
we  fouad  they  ware  actuaUy  formed,  if 
becamenecaivaiyforua  toconoertmeaaufas 
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for  prerentinff  their  execution ;  and  that 
was  efSdctumj  done  by  the  treaty  of 
Hanover.  This  was  all  that  was,  or  could 
be  intended  by  that  treaty,  and  every  one 
knows,  how  effectual  it  proved,  for  the 
purpose  it  was  designed;  We  thereby  dis- 
appointed all  the  warlike  projects  of  Spain 
against  this  nation ;  and  after  we  had  con- 
vmced  them,  that  they  could  get  no  advan- 
tage bv  being  at  ennut3r  with  us,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  was  it  a  time  to  think  of  re- 
storing a  ffood  correspondence  between 
the  two  nations ;  and  tnis  was  fully  effec- 
tuated by  the  treaty  of  Seville.  We  had 
then  nothing  to  do,  but  to  make  up  that 
breach,  whioi  the  imperial  court  had  made 
between  us  and  them,  by  then*  entering 
into  the  league  with  Spain  against  us ;  and 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  not  only  this 
1>reach  was  made  up,  but  a  thorough  re- 
concilement was  established,  to  all  human, 
Sppearance,  between  the  emperor  and 
pain.  By  this  last  treaty  therefore,  it 
must  be  granted,  that  the  amiirs  of  Europe 
were  put  upon  just  such  a  footing  as  we 
ought  to  desire ;  and  if  treaties  since  made, 
or  measures  since  pursued  by  foreign 
courts,  have  overturned  or  disturbed  the 
establishment  that  was  then  made,  surely 
we  are  not  to  be  blamed ;  for  I  know  of  no 
treaty  we  have  since  concluded,  nor  any 
negotiation  we  have  since  carried  on,  ex- 
cept those  we  have  lately  been  obliged  to 
conclude  or  carry  on,  either  for  preventing 
the  present  war,  or  for  restoring  the  peace 
of  Emrope ;  and  if  these  last  prove  as  effec- 
tual as  our  former  treaties  and  negotiations 
have  done,  neither  this  House  nor  the  na- 
tion win  have  any  reason  to  find  fault  with 
them. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the  se- 
veral paragraphs,  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment to  be  left  out  of  the  motion,  let  us 
but  consider  Uiem  one  afier  another,  and 
we  shall  find  them  all  conceived  in  such 
general  terms,  that  there  can  be  no  good 
reason  assigned  for  leaving  any  of  uiem 
out ;  and  the  respect  we  owe  to  his  Ma- 
jes^,  must  be  a  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  every  one  of  them ;  because  we  are 
certain^  in  duty,  nay,  in  common  dcr 
cency,  Sound  to  take  some  sort  of  notice, 
•f  every  thing  he  has  mentioned  in  his 
q>eech.  By  the  fiirst,  we  only  acknow- 
ledge his  Majesty's  care,  in  preventing  our 
being  unnecessarily  engaged  in  the  war. 
Do  we  by  this,  my  lor<u,  either  affirm  or 
deny  our  being  engaged,  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  or  by  any  other  treat)^,  to  take  a 
iiutft  a  the  war?    Hitve  we  then  any  oc- 


casion to  consult  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  be- 
fore we  agree  to  the  making  of  this  return 
to  his  Majesty's  speech?  Suppose  it  should 
afterwards  appear,  that  we  were  by  the 
treaty  of  Vienna,  or  otherwise,  engaged  to 
have  joined  in  the  war  at  the  very  be- 
ginning; will  what  is  now  proposed,  pre- 
clude our  enquiry  into  that  a£(air?  or  wfll 
any  censure  we  can  pass  upon  those  who 
advised  the  contrary,  shew  any  incon- 
sistency in  the  proceedings  of  this  House  ? 
And  as  to  our  ackndwledffments  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  relation  to  his  having  concerted 
measures  with  the  Dutch,  for  restoring  the 
public  tranquillity;  this  too  is  conceived  in 
such  general  terms,  that  we  neither  affirm 
nor  deny  his  having  done  so ;  therefore, 
we  are  left  at  full  liberty  to  cdnsider  this 
affiur  likewise  hereafter,  and  to  come  ta 
such  resolutions,  as  may  thai  appear  just 
and  reasonable. 

As  this  paragnmh  of  the  Address  pro- 

fosed,  is  conceived  in  such  general  t^ms^ 
do  not  think  it  at  all  necessary  for  us  at 
E resent  to  enquire,  how  far  we  are  engaged 
y  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  or  how  fiir  his 
Majesty  and  the  States  General  have  pro- 
ceeded in  concert  together ;  but  allow  me, 
my  lords,  to  say  something  in  answer  to 
wnat  has  been  alledged  upon  both  these 
heads.  With  resard  to  our  engagements 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna ;  it  is  true  the 
emperor  has  demanded  succours  from  us, 
and  insists  that  we  are,  by  that  treaty^ 
obh'ged  to  furnish  them ;  but  as  this  war 
was  occasioned  by  the  affiurs  of  Poland^  in 
which  we  hadf  np  concern,  it  is  certain  we 
are  no  way  obliged,  by  that  treaty,  or  any 
other  I  know  o^  to  mmish  any  succours^ 
either  to  him,  or  to  any  other  power  now 
engaged  in  the  war.  Then  as  to  the  con- 
cert between  the  Dutch  and  us,  though 
the  forms  of  their  government  did  not 
allow  them  to  join  with  us  at  first  in  the 
treaty  of  Vienna,  yet  the  negotiation  ante-' 
cedent  to  that  treaty,  must  certainly  have 
been  carried  on  in  concert  with  them,  be- 
cause they  are  named  as  principal  contract- 
ing parties  in  the  treaty ;  and  they  se- 
eded to  it,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  forms 
of  their  government  would  adnut.  Their 
accession  may  have  been,  for  what  I  know, 
clogged  with  several  restrictions  and  liou- 
tations;  but  whatever  these  restrictions  and 
limitations  were,  it  is  certain  that  the  em- 
peror, in  the  present  conjuncture,  looks 
upon  them  to  be  as  much  obliged  as  we  are, 
to  furnish  him  with  the  stipulated  succours, 
and  has  accordingly  made  as  peremptory 
demands  for  these  succours  upon  the  Dutch, 
as  he  has  made  upon  us. 
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Thetreatjr  of  Neutrality  has  likewise 
1)eeumentionedy  as  condudedby  the  Dutch, 
without  any  concert  with  us.  Whether 
^  design  of  that  treaty  was  communi- 
cated to  this  Court,  I  shall  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine ;  but  as  neither  the  Dutch 
nor  we  had  any  concern  in  the  war  at  the 
b^^ningy  or  can  hereafter  be  any  way 
concerned  in  the  war,  unless  that  barrier 
^ould  be  attacked,  or  that  either  of  the 
parties  engaged  should  attempt  to  carry 
their  conouests  so  far,  as  to  endanger  the 
balance  ot  power  in  Europe,  surely  their 
concluding  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  that 
barrier,  could  no  way  concern  us,  nor  can 
it  be  looked  on  as  any  way  inconsistent 
with  that  concert,  which  ought  to  be  kept 
im  between  us,  especially  considering, 
that  eren  by  that  treaty  Uiey  reserve  to 
Ihemselyes  a  liberty  oT  fulfillmg  all  their 
engaffements  to  the  emperor,  and  would, 
notwithstanding  that  treaty,  be  at  full  li- 
ber^ to  ei^;age  in  the  war,  if  either  party 
should,  unckr  pretence  of  what  has  hap- 
pened in  Poland,  attempt  to  overturn  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

TheDutcii,itistrue,my  lords^havenot  as 
yet  made  any  augmentation  of  their  forces, 
eidier  by  sea  or  land ;  but  we  may  ea- 
«lv  find  a  reason  for  it,  if  we  will  but  re- 
eouect  the  great  reduction  they  had  ac- 
tuaDy  resolved  to  make  of  their  luid  forces, 

&  before  the  present  war  broke  out. 
reduction  they  have  ever  since  sus- 
pended, on  account  of  the  war,  and  for  no 
other  reason ;  and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
looked  on  as  an  augmentation,  made  in 
concert  with  us,  for  rendering  more  e&c* 
toal  those  measures  we  may  jointly  take 
for  restoring  tbe  public  tranquillity,  and 
establishing  the  balance  of  power*  FVora 
all  which,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  the 
concert  between  the  Dutch  and  us,  which 
is  so  necessary  for  both  our  interests,  has 
been  exactly  observed  by  both,  in  every 
measure  in  which  we  had  a  joint  concern. 
The  next  paragri^h  proposed  to  be  left 
out,  is  that  by  wmcfa  we  declare  our  satis- 
frction  in  observmg,  that  his  Majesty's 
good  oflBlces  have  been  accepted  of;  and 
mat  a  plui  of  peace  may  be  shortly  offered 
to  the  parties  concerned :  as  his  Majesty 
has  in  his  Speech^  been  pleased  to  mention 
both  these  particulars  to  us,  it  would,  my 
lords,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  disrespect&l 
bus,  not  to  say  one  word  of  either  in  our 
Address,  by  way  of  return  to  his  Majesty's 
Speech ;  and  the  noble  duke  has  proposed 
to  mention  them  in  such  a  general  manner, 
that  I  wondet  to  JMir  h  foupd  fiudt  with. 
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It  in  not  to  be  questioned,  but  that  all  the 
parties  engaged  in  war  will  declare,  they 
are  ready  to  accept  of  reasonable  terms ; 
such  declarations  are  not,  indeed  ot  any 
great  consequence ;  but,  my  lords,  the  ac- 
ceptation of  good  offices  is  a  great  deal 
more ;  it  is  in  some  manner  the  accepting 
of  a  mediation,  and  submitting,  as  it  were, 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  third  party.  Decla- 
rations may  perhaps  be  easily  obtained, 
and  may  be  of.no  effect  when  obtained; 
but  the  acceptation  of  a  mediation,  or  of 
good  offices,  is  nOt  so  easily  obtained ;  we 
know  that  they  have  been  often  refused, 
and  the  accepting  of  them  always  shews  a 
great  deference  and  respect  to  the  power 
whose  good  offices  are  accepted  of;  and 
therefore  it  is  no  way  beneath  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  declare  our  satisfaction  in 
observing,  that  his  Majesty's  good  officen 
have  been  accepted. ' 

As  to  the  plan  to  be  offered  to  the  con^ 
sideration  of  the  parties  concerned,  if,  by 
what  is  proposed,  we  were  to  declare  our 
approbation  of  that  plan,  there  would  b« 
some  reason  for  the  objection  made ;  but 
as  we  are  to  declare  nothing  in  relation  to 
the  plan  itself,  and  as  we  must  presume, 
that  no  plan  will  be  offered  by  his  Majesty, 
but  such  a  one  as  he  thinks  all  parties  con- 
cerned ought  to  accept,  the  acknowledging 
his  Majesty's  vigilance  for  the  repose  of 
Christendom,  in  that  respect,  cannot  sufely 
be  any  way  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  thb  House,  nor  can  it  be  attended  with 
any  bad  consequences;  for  if  this  House 
should  afterwards  find  fault  with  the  plan 
offered,  and  should  resolve  to  censure 
those  who  advised  it,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  motion  now  before  us,  thai  can  any 
wav  obstruct  or  prevent  such  a  proceeding. 

llie  last  paragraph  found  fault  with  is 
said  to  be  a  threatening  paragraph,  and  we 
have  been  told,  that  the  nation  is  not  now 
in  a  condition  to  threaten.  Upon  this, 
my  lords,  I  shall  observe,  in  general,  that 
if  the  nation  be  iii  no  condition  to  threaten, 
we  are  the  more  obliged  to  his  Majesty 
for  the  care  he  has  t&en  to  prevent  our 
being  unnecessarily  engaged  in  the  pre- 
sent war.  But,  my  lords,  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  in  dunking  that  there 
is  a  threat,  or  any  thing  like  a  threat  ui 
ttis  paragraph ;  and  if  Uiere  were,  I  am 
tery  sure  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  le- 
velled against  any  but  those  who  may  de* 
serve,  and  must  expect  something  more 
than  threats/ let  the  nation  be  in  what 
condition  it  wiB  :  what  is  said  in  this  pa- 
ragraph, cainnot  be  presumed  to  be  ie» 
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veiled  against  any  but  those  who  shall  en- 
deavour to  amuse  us  with  vain  hopes^  in 
order  to  bring  the  security  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  kingdoms  into  real  danger,  by 
overturning  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope :  in  such  a  case,  though  this  nation 
might  no)  perhaps,  be  directly  and  inune- 
diately  attacked,  yet,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
we  should  not  look  quietly  and  cowardly 
on,  till  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  defend 
ourselves :  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  hia 
Majesty  would,  in  time,  concert  proper 
measures  for  the  security  and  preservation 
of  his  crown  and  kingdoms ;  and,  I  hope, 
this  House  will  always  be  ready  to  support 
his  Majesty  in  all  such  measures,  lliere- 
fore,  my  lords,  if  there  be  at  present  no 
power  in  Europe  endeavouring  to  amuse 
us  with  such  hopes,  there  is  nothing  in 
this  paragraph  that  can  be  taken  as  a 
threat  by  any  power  in  Europe ;  and  if 
there  be  any  such  designs  secretly  har- 
boured, those  who  harbour  them,  not  only 
deserve  to  be  threatened,  but  they  ought 
to  be  attacked  as  soon  as  they  attempt  to 
put  them  in  execution. 

The  late  treaty  with  Denmark  is  not  so 
much  as  mentioned  in  the  motion  now 
made  to  us^  and  therefore  I  cannot  see 
what  we  have  to  do  wiUi  it  at  present.  His 
Majesty  has  indeed  told  us,  that  he  has 
concluded  such  a  treaty ;  and  he  has  told 
the  other  House,  that  it  is  to  be  laid  before 
them,  because  it  is  to  be  attended  with 
come  expence :  this,  my  lords,  is  the  only 
reason  his  Majesty  can  nave  for  laying  any 
treaty  before  either  House  of  Parliament, 
before  it  be  called  for  by  the  House  ;  and 
as  that  expence  is  to  be  first  considered  by 
the  other  House,  therefore  his  Majesty 
told  them,  that  he  had  ordered  the  treaty 
to  be  laid  before  them  ;  but  if  any  of  your 
Jordships  has  a  mind  to  move  for  that 
Treaty's  being  laid  before  diis  House»  I 
flhall  be  so  ready  to  agree  to  it,  that 
I  shaU  second  the  motion;  and  till 
it  be  laid  before  us,  I  cannot  see  how 
it  can  properly  come  under  our  consi- 
deration. However,  I  shall  in  the  mean 
time,  make  this  general  remark,  that  if 
we  dtiould  have  the  misfortune  of  being 
obliged  to  en^e  in  the  war,  it  must  be 
granted,  that  it  would  be  very  proper  to 
have  Denmark  of  our  side,  and  that  there^ 
fore  ijt  was  not  only  proper  but  necessary 
to  conclude  this  treaty  with  them  ;  for  if 
this  treaty  had  not  been  concluded,  every 
one  may  judge  what  sort  of  treaty  would 
have  been  concluded  with  that  court. 
,    Thui,  my  lords,  I  hope  I  have  shewn, 
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that  there  is  nothing  in  the  motion  made  to 
us  by  the  noble  duke,  that  is  any  way  incon- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
House ;  that  tiiere  is  nothing  but  what  in 
necessary  for  shewing  our  duty  and  respect 
to  his  ^lajesty ;  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  for  the  amendment 
proposed. 

To  this  It  was  replied  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  doctrine,  now  laid  downtous,«eem0 
to  me,  my  Lords,  extremely  new,  abso- 
lutely inconsistent  with  the  ancient  method 
of  proceeding  in  Parliament.    We  are  now 
told,  Uiat  we  shall  be  wanting  in  that  res- 
pect, which  is  due  to  his  Majesty,  if  we  do  " 
not  in  our  address  take  some  notice  of 
every  particular  mentioned  in  his  Majesty's 
speech.    This,  my  Lords,  is  somiethmg 
very  extraordinary:  the  ancient,  and  what 
ought  to  be  the  only  design  oi  his  MajeB- 
ty's  Speech  to  this  Paruament,  at  the 
opening  of  their  session,  was  to  inform 
them  of  his  reasons  for  calling  them  toge^ 
ther,  and  df  the  demands  he  had  to  vaSke 
upon  diem;  and  to  apswer  every  particu- 
lar mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  Speech,  was 
always  hitherto  understood  to  be  the  busi- 
ness of  die  whole  session  of  Parliament, 
and  not  the  business  of  the  first  or  second 
day  of  that  session.    The  addresses  of 
Parliament,  by  way  of  answer  or  return  to 
this  speech,  were  formerly  never  any  thing 
mooe  but  a  general  acknowledgement  of 
dianks  for  £e  Speech  from  me  throne, 
and  general  assurances  of  loyalty  and  fide- 
lity to  the  King,  and  of  supporting  him  in 
whatever  shomd  appear  to  them  to  be 
reason{^)le.    The  Kmg  was  so  far  from  ex- 
pecting to  have  every  particular  answered 
m  that  address,  and  high  comfdiments 
made  on  every  paragraph  of  his  speech, 
that  happy  was  our  King,  of  old,  if  he 
could  but  get  a  proper  answer  to  each  par- 
ticular dunng  the  whole  session.   Ourjhir- 
liaments  were  not  then  so  ready  to  grant, 
nor  had  they  so  much  poUteness  as  to  pass 
any  compliments  without  a  due  considera- 
don,  and  without  beins  fully  convinced  of 
the  truth  and  jusdce  of  what  they  were  to 
say :  but  if  this  new  doctrine  prevails,  we 
shall  liave  speeches  made  at  me  beginning 
of  each  session,  not  with  a  design  to  inform 
the  Paiiiament  of  the  true  state  of  aSiirs, 
or  to  acquaint  them  with  the  King's  de- 
mands, but  contrived  by  the  ministers,  on 
purpose  to  catch  at  compliments,  and  t^ 
dasde  the  eyes  of  4he  )pe^Ie  with  pans- 
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gyrics  bestowed  upon  their  measures  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

In  the  language  of  Parliament,  my 
.Xiords,  we  are  not  only  to  take  care  not  to 
affirm  expressly,  or  deny  what  may  after- 
wards appear  to  be  otherwise ;  but  we  are 
to  take  care  not  even  to  insinuate  what 
may  afterwards  appear  to  be  false.  In  this 
light,  my  Lords,  let  us  consider  the  motion 
that  has  been  made  to  us,  and  we  shaH  find, 
that  every  paragr^h  proposed  to  be  left 
out,  bears  an  insinuation  of  a  fact,  which 
may  afterwards  appear  to  the  whole  world 
jto  be  false ;  and  if  it  should  happen  so,  I 
leave  to  your  lordships  to  consider,  what 
the  world  must  say  of  the  honour  and  good 
sense  of  this  House ;  for  surely  they  cto- 
not  approve  of  both.  Lords  may  say  what 
they  wUl  of  this  House's  not  being  pre- 
cluded by  any  thing  in  the  address,  or  pre- 
vented from  future  enquiries  or  censure : 
it  is  true,  my  Lords,  as  a  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, we  are  not ;  but  I  will  say,  that  the 
passing  of  such  compliments,  as  have  of 
late  been  too  usual  m  our  addresses,  is  a 
.sort  of  forestalling  the  opinions  of  many 
lords  in  this  House ;  for  after  my  having 
agreed  to  a  panegyric,  either  express  or  by 
insinuation,  upon  any  measure  pursued  by 
the  ministers,  I  should  be  sorry  to  find 
Jifterwards  that  such  a  measure  deserved 
censure;  and  therefore  it  is  certain,  it 
would  be'difficult  to  convince  me  of  it ;  nay, 
even  after  conviction,  I  believe  human 
weakness  would  make  me  loth  ta  agree  to 
the  putting  a  publicmark  of  ignommy  upon 
that,  whicn  1  bad  formerly  agreed  to  ap- 
plaud, even  by  insinuation. 

Having  now  endeavoured  to  shew,  that 
our  respect  to  the  King,  or  the  generality 
4if  the  expressions  proposed  to  be  made 
use  of,  can  be  no  argument  for  our  descend- 
ing into  so  many  particulars ;  allow  me, 
my  Lords,  to  descend  into  those  particu- 
lars, and  examine  every  one  of  them  sepa- 
rately, by  way  of  reply  to  the  observations 
the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to  make 
on  them ;  but  first  let  me  take  some  notice 
of  what  tbe  noble  duke  said  in  relation  to 
our  former  treaties  and  negotiations.  He 
told  us,  that,  in  treating  with  forei^ 
powers,  no  general  rules  couldbe  establisn- 
ed ;  in  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  difier 
fro^n  him ;  ,for,  I  believe  there  are  many 
general  rules  may  be  established :  I  shall 
oientiop  only  two,  which  are,  that  we 
ought  always  to  observe,  and,  as  punctual- 
ly as  possible,  comply  with  the  terms  of 
tnose  treaties  we  enter  into :  and  the  other 
j;eneral  rule  is,  that  we  ought  to  enter  into 


no  treaties  but  such  as  are  for  the  interest 
of  our  native  country.  These  are  two 
general  rules,  which  are,  by  the  nature  of 
things,  established,  though  I  doubt  much 
if  they  have  been  always  observed.  By 
the  treaty  of  Hanover,  m^  Lords,  we  are 
told,  that  dangerous  designs  against  this 
nation  were  prevented ;  designs  which  had 
been  formed  against  us  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  between  die  emperor  and  Spain : 
but  this  is  a  fact  that  has  always  been  dis- 
puted ;  and  if  the  fact  was  Mse,  I  am  very 
sure  the  treaty  of  Hanover  was  very  much 
contrary  to  the  interest  of  this  natioh : 
nay,  considering  how  improbable  it  is,  that 
tiie  imperial  court  would  enter  into  the 
measures  then  attributed  to  them ;  or  that 
the  imperial  and  Spanish  courts,  united 
together,  could  conceive  hopes  of  doing 
any  great  injury  to  Britain,  there  is  some 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  story  was  in- 
vented by  a  coui;t,  whose  interest  it  was 
then  .to  break,  by  any  means,  the  good 
correspondence  that  was  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna,  established  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid,  and  whose  interest  it 
will  always  be  to  foment  jealousies  and  di- 
visions between  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Ma- 
drid and  London.  I  will  agree  with  the 
noble  duke,  that  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  wliich  was  brokd  off 
by  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  was,  in  some 
measure,  I  will  not  say  altogether,  restored 
by  the  treaty  of  Seville ;  but  I  wish  he  had 
told  us,  at  whose  expence  that  correspon- 
dence was  restored,  or  what  other  honour 
or  advantage  the  nation  reaped  from  that 
treaty ;  and  if,  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  a 
correspondence  was  restored  between  the 
emperor  and  us,  I  am  afraid  our  corres- 
pondence with  Spain  was,  by  that  new 
treaty,  a  little  disturbed ;  and  the  union* 
which  now  subsists  between  France  and 
Spain,  was  effectually  established :  so  that, 
upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  see,  that  this  na- 
tion has  many  advantages  to  brag  of  from 
our  late  treaties  and  negotiations ;  and  if 
the  treaty  of  Vienna,  between  the  emperor 
and  Spain,  was  not  such  a  treaty  as  it  was 
most  industriously  represented  by  us  to  be, 
I  am  very  certain  the  nation  has  already 
greatly  suffered  by  the  mistake,  and  may 
suffer  a  great  deal  more  in  time  to  come. 
But  now,  my  Lords,  to  return  to  the  pa- 
ragraphs of  the  motion,  which,  by  the 
amendment,  are  proposed  to  be  left  out. 
To  these  I  shall  speak  with  the  more  free- 
dom, because  I  do  not  think  his  Majesty 
any  way  concerned  in  the  question.  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  join  in  our  acknow* 
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ledgbg  our  duty  and  fidelity  to  the  King ; 
buty  when  we  are  to  pass  compliments 
upon  measures,  it  is  to  the  ministers  we 
make  these  compliments,  and  I  shall  never 
be  for  this  House's  descending  so  low,  as 
blindly  to  pass  compliments  on  them.  By 
the  first  of  these  paragraphs  we  are  to  ac- 
knowledge the  care  of  the  ministers,  in 
preventing  our  being  unnecessarily  en- 
gaged in  the  present  war.  My  Lords,  if 
this  be  not  a  direct  affirmation,  it  is  as 
ttrong  an  insinuation  as  this  House'  can 
make,  that  we  were  no  way  obliged,  either 
by  treaty  or  by  interest,  to  engage  in  the 
present  war;  and  if,  upon  enquiry,  it 
should  afterwards  come  outj  that  we  were, 
from  the  very  beginning,  obliged  both  by 
treaty  andby  interest tohave engaged  in  the 
war,  what  would  the  world  think  of  this 
House,  if  we  should  agree  to  the  address  this 
day  proposed  ?  nay,  I  must  appeal  to  the  lords 
that  are  against  me  in  this  motion,  what 
they  would  think  of  tliemselves  for  having 
Mreed  to  such  an  address ;  they  would  be 
obliged  to  acknowledge,  at  least,  that  they 
had  been  imposed  on,  and  such  an  ac- 
knowledgment can  add  nothing  to  the 
character  of  any  man,  much  less  can  it 
add  to  ^e  character  of  any  lord  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

If  there  were  then  no  manner  of  reason 
to  presume,  that  we  were  any  wdy  obliged 
to  engage  in  the  present  war,  we  ought 
not,  my  Lords,  to  come  in  blindly  to  the 
making  of  such  an  insinuation  in  our  ad- 
dress: but  in  the  present  case  there  is 
some  reason  to  presume,  that  we  were  ac- 
tually obliged,  if  not  to  engage  as  princi- 
pab,  at  least  to  engage  as  alUes  and  ffuaran- 
tees.  llie  noble  duke  has  told  us,  that  the 
emperor  has  not  only  demanded  the  suc- 
cours stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna, 
but  insists  upon  it,  ihat  we  ought  directly 
to  fiiniish  tnem.  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
say,  my  Lords,  that  the  imperial  ministers 
are  in  the  right ;  on  the  contrary,  I  hope 
they  have  no  manner  of  reason  for  the  de- 
mand they  have  made ;  but  as  we  have 
neither  se^  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  nor  the 
reasons  alledged  by  the  imperial  court  for 
the  demand  they  have  made,  surely  we 
ought  not  thus  blindly  to  insinuate,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  what  they  have  said 
upon  that  subject. 

Now,  my  Lords,  let  us  take  the  other 
side  of  the  case ;  let  us  suppose  that  we 
were  lio  way  obliged,  either  m  honour  or 
interest,  to  concern  ourselves  in  the  pre- 
sent war :  in  such  a  case,  what  would  that 
minister  have  deserved,  that  should  have 
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advised  his  Majeslr  to  nluBge  tfa^  nation 
into  a  war,  in  which  we  nad  no  manner  oF 
concern?  Would  not  he  have  deserved  the 
highest  resentment  of  this  House  ^  Would 
not  he  have  deserved  the  h^est  ven- 
geance his  country  could  have  bron^iit 
Upon  his  guilty  iiead  ?  And  diall  we,  my 
Lords,  mfuce  a  fine  compliment  to  a  minis- 
ter, for  not  doing,  what?  For  not  doing 
that  for  which  he  ought  to  have  lost  lua 
head  upon  a  scafibld* 

I  am  really  surprised,  my  Lords,  to  hear 
it  pretended,  that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  wat 
C(mcluded,  or  the  negotiation  for  that  par- 
pose  carried  on,  in  concertwith  the  Dt^ch ; 
since  it  is  so  well  known,  that  they  were 
so  far  i^om  being  principal  contracting 
parties,  that  it  was,  after  long  delays,  and 
with  much  difficulty,  that  they  acceded  to 
it ;  and  that  they  md  not  even  at  last  ac- 
c^e,  but  under  several  restrictions  and 
limitations,  and  after  having  obtained  seve* 
ral  additions  and  explanations,  in  favour  of 
their  own  country :  they,  like  a  wise  state, 
took  that  opportunity  to  have  all  disputes 
anddi&renceswith  the  contracting  powers, 
agreed  and  settled  to  their  own  hlong ;  as 
they  were,  by  that  treaty,  to  do  a  very  great 
favour  to  the  emperor,  they  took  care  to 
have  something  in  return ;  and  it  were  to 
be  wi^ed,  that  we  had  followed  their 
example,  in  every  treaty  we  have  lately 
made.  They  w^re,  indeed,  named  in  me 
treaty  of  Vienna  as  principal  contracting 
parties,  but  how  they  came  to  be  ao  I 
could  never  yet  comprehend ;  the  imperial 
court  submitted  to  it,  perhaps,at  that  thne, 
because  they  had  a  very  great  fistvoor  to 
ask,  and  it  was  very  much  their  interest  to 
have  the  Dutch  become  parties  in  that 
treaty ;  but  how  we  came  to  submit  to  l>ave 
any  power  named,  as  a  principal  contract- 
ing party  in  a  treaty  with  us,  without  their 
being  as  ready  to  sign  it  as  we  were,  I  can- 
not yet  comprehend. 

As  for  their  not  having  made  that  re- 
duction of  their  land  forces,  which  was 
proposed  before  the  war  broke  out;  it  is 
very  certain  they  have  not,  even  now,  a 
greater  number  of  forces,  Uian  is  necessary 
for  defending  the  extensive  fVontiers  of 
their  country,  and  supporting  the  many 
garrisons  they  are  obliged  to  keep  up ;  so 
viat  if  they  had  made  any  reduction,  they 
must  have  trusted  to  some  of  their  nei^l^ 
hours  for  their  defbnce ;  but,  sopposiog 
that  they  mi^ht  have  safely  made  that 
reduction,  their  having  suspended  it,  can- 
not be  called  acting  m  concert  with  us ; 
because  we   have  not  <Hily  suspeaded 
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making  that  reduction  in  our  land  forces 
which  we  might  eanly  have  made,  and 
which  we  ought  to  hare  made  if  the  war 
had  not  hroke  out;  hut  we  ISve  made 
laree  additions  to  our  forces  both  by  sea 
ana  Imd ;  and  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  we  are  not,  by  our  situation,  so  un- 
mediately  exposed  to  danger  as  the  Dutch 
are.  From  hence,  my  lords,  it  b  to  me 
evident,  that  the  concert  between  the 
Di^ch  and  us,  can  consist  in  nothing,  but 
as  has  been  already  said,  in  our  having  ac- 
quainted the  Dutch  with  the  meastves 
we  were  to  take,  and  the  expences  we 
were  to  put  ourselves  to ;  and  such  a  con- 
cert does  not,  in  my  opinion,  deserve  a 
(Hxnpliment  from  this  House,  not  even  in 
the  most  general  terms  that  can  bethought 

I  must  submit  to  your  lordships,  whe- 
ther the  compliment  proposed  to  be  made, 
upon  the  acceptation  of  our  good  offices, 
and  upon  the  fuafl  of  peace,  £>es  not  bear 
a  very  strong  insinuation,  that  we  think  it 
was  reesonwle  and  necessary  for  us  to 
offer  our  good  offices  i  that  these  our  good 
offices  are  accepted  of  in  such  a  manner, 
as  may  give  great  hopes  of  their  success, 
and  that  It  was  proper  for  us  to  thrust  our- 
ielves  so  &r  into  other  people's  affiurs, 
with  which  we  declare  we  nad  no  concern, 
» to  propose  a  plan  for  an  agreement ; 
and,  considering  the  profound  ienorance 
we  have  been  kept  in,  with  relation  to  all 
cor  late  forei^  transactions,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can,  m  honour,  pretend  to  make 
any  such  insinuations.  It  is  an  old  obser- 
vation, my  lords,  that  arbiters  often  draw 
upon  themselves  the  resentment  of  both 
the  parties  at  variance :  in  private  life,  it  is 
alwaysreckoned  a  dangerous  undertaking : 
ea[>eciallv  when  the  arbitration  is  offer^, 
without  being  desired  by  either  of  the  par- 
ties concern^  :  in  public  affidrs  the  maxim 
will  hold  equally  true,  and  dierefore  no 
wise  state  will  be  ready  to  mtermeddle  in 
foreign  broils,  unless  by  such  intermed- 
dling, they  have  a  view  of  procurbg  some 
particular  advantage  to  tnemselves:  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  is  not  yet  in 
such  a  dangerous  state,  as  to  require  our 
being  so  very  busy  and  officious ;  and  when 
it  comes  to  be  so,  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  not  yet  engaged  in  the  war,  are 
as  much  interested,  and  ought  to  intermed- 
dle as  much  as  we ;  so  that,  upon  a  strict 
enquinr,  it  may,  perhaps  appear,  that  even 
the  offer  of  these  good  offices  was  no£  only 
imneceasary,  but  officious,  and  widiout  any 
▼lew  to  tlie  particular  advants^e  of  this 


nation.:  and  if,  upon  such  enquiry  it  should 
appear,  that, the  acceptation  of  these  good 
<^ces  has  been  ma^le^  by  every  one  of  the 
powers  concerned,  in  such  terms  as  can- 
not give  any  hopes  of  success,  how  can 
we  answer  to  the  honour  and  dienity  of 
this  House,  for  making  such  anticipated 
and  such  rash  insinuations  ? 

The  plan  to  be  offered  by   us,  may 
appear  to  be  a  wise  and  a  good  one,  it  may 

Sppear  to  be  otherwise ;  but,  my  Lords, 
\  upon  enquhrv,  it  should  appear,  that  even 
the  offering  of  our  good  offices  was  rash 
and  officious,  surely  the  proposing  of  a 
plan,  and  setting  ourselves  up  openly,  as 
law-givers  to  the  other  princes  and  states 
of  Europe,  must  appear  to  be  much  mora 
so,  and  may  involve  this  nation  in  difficul- 
ti«i  and  dangers,  we  seem  at  present  to  ba 
very  little  aware  of:  it.  may  produce  con- 
federacies agamst  us ;  it  may  unite  the 
powers  of  Europe  in  a  league,  to  pull  down 
the  pride  of  Great  Britain :  which  is  a  case 
that  has  often  before  happened ;  a  case  by 
whidi  almost  every  one  of  the  powers  of 
Europe  has  been,  some  time  or  another, 
brought  very  near  to  their  utter  destruc^ 
tion.  I  do  not  know,  my  lords,  but  that 
the  Dutch  may  have  acted  in  concert  with 
us,  both  in  the  offering  our  good  offices, 
and  in  the  drawing  up  and  proposing  this 
plan  of  peace  which  is  to  be  offered :  in 
this,  I  say,  they  have  acted  in  concert 
with  us,  faiecause  it  put  them  to  no  expence ; 
but  I  am  afraid  it  will  at  last  appear,  nay 
perhaps  they  may  endeavour  to  make  it 
appear,  that  their  stcdng  in  such  a  manner, 
proceeded  entirely  from  a  political  com- 
plaisance, diey  were  obliged  to  shew  to 
Great  Britain ;  so  that  in  the  end,  they 
may  get  as  much  honour  and  advantage  as 
we,  by  the  success,  and  can  no  way  suffer 
by  the  <£sn>pointment. 

As  to  ttie  threatening  paragraph,  my 
lords,  I  am  very  sure,  that  if  a  man  in  a 
private  company  should  swagger,  and 
swear,  he  would  not  be  amused ;  he  would 
not  be  imposed  on ;  he  would  always  be 
ready  to  act  that  part  which  was  incum- 
bent on  him  to  undertake :  if  I  were  one 
of  the  company,  I  should  look  t^on  it  as  a 
threatening  sort  of  declaration ;  and  if 
there  had  been  any  dispute  between  him 
and  me,  if  I  had  but  refused  any  thing  he 
desired  of  me,  I  should  look  upon  it  as  a 
threat  designed  directly  against  me:  in- 
deed, if  such  a  blusterer  had  had  no  dis- 
pute with  any  one  of  the  company,  I  should 
look  upon  him  as  a  bully  and  a  very  siUy 
fdlow.    In  ptMc  life,  I  think,  my  lords^ 
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it  is  tliesame:  when  it  becomes  necessary 
for  this  nation  to  act,  I  hope  we  shall  al- 
ways act  with  that  vigour  and  courage 
which  is  worthy  of  Great  Britain ;  but  I 
shall  alVv-ays  be  a^inst  our  making  any 
bull3ring  or  blustermff  declarations,  till  it 
foocomss  necessary  tor  us  to  carry  them 
directly  into  execution ;  and  therefore  I 
must  be  against  this  part  of  the  motion. 

It  is  true,  my  loros,  the  late  treaty  with 
Denmark  is  not  mentioned  particularly  in 
the  motion  ;  but  when  we  tidk  so  much  of 
the  wisdom,  the  right  reason,  and  the  pru- 
dence of  his  Maiesty's  councils,  whicn  in 
the  language  of  raruament,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, is  understood  to  be  tne  wisdom, 
the  right  reason,  and  the  prudence  of  his 
ministers,  I  must  presume,  and  all  the 
world  will,  I  believe,,  presume,  that  the  late 
treaty  with  Denmark  is  included  among 
the  rest ;  and  I  cannot  applaud  the  wis- 
dom, the  right  reason^  and  the  prudence 
of  that  treaty,  before  I  know  wnat  it  is. 
We  are  told,  my  lords,  that  if  that  treaty 
had  not  been  concluded,  some  other  would : 
I  do  not  know,  my  lords,  that  this  nation 
is  at  present  in  any  danger  of  being  at- 
tacked, and  therefore  I  &  not  know  any 
reason  we  had  to  pay  a  subsidy  to  Den- 
mark, in  order  to  prevent  that  king's 
making  any  treaty  he  nad  a  mind  ;  but  if 
we  were  to  be  attacked,  surely  we  are  not 
to  become  tributary  to  him,  and  to  pay 
him  a  yearly  tribute,  under  the  name  of  a 
subsidy,  to  prevent  his  joining  with  any 
power  whatever  against  us ;  and  if  the 
preservation  of  the  balance  of  power  was 
the  only  motive  for  entering  into  such  a 
trea^,  if  tliat  was  in  any  real  danger,  he 
was  certainly  as  much  concerned  for  its 
preservation  as  we  ;  and  therefore  we  are 
not  to  suppose,  that  he  would  have  con- 
cluded any  treaty  to  its  disadvantage.  From 
such  reasoning,  my  lords,  as  I  have  this 
day  heard  in  this  House,  one  would  really 
imagine,  that  we  arc  to  take  the  care  of 
preserving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
entirely  upon  oursel^%s ;  which  if  we  cu), 
I  can  easily  foresee,  that  most  of  the 
princes  of  Europe  will  always  take  advan- 

ae  of  our  officious  care,  and  our  ridi- 
ous  apprehensions,  and  will  refuse  to 
act  with  vigour  even  In  their  own  defence 
unless  we  pay  them  a  yearly  subsidy,  for 
so  doing. 

I  shall  conclude,  my  Lords,  with  ob- 
serving, that  if  it  was  necessary  for  his 
Majesty  to  lay  this  treaty  before  the  other 
House,  because  it  was  to  be  attended  widi 
some  expence,  the  very  same  reason  made 


it  necessanr  for  his  Majesty  to  order  it  to ' 
be  laid  before  this  House  ;  for  although 
grants  of  money  are  first  made  by  the 
other  House,  no  such  grant  can  be  effec- 
tual, without  the  consent  of  this.  It 
would  seem  then,  that  when  a  demand  is 
to  be  made  on  the  other  House,  for  any 
grant  of  money,  the  reason  for  making 
such  demand  is  to  be  laid  b^ore  them, 
without  their  askmg  for  it ;  but  when  we 
are  to  consent  to  that  very  grant,  no  rea- 
son is  to  be  laid  before  us,  unless  we  ask 
for  it.  This,  my  lords,  is  a  different  sort 
of  behaviour,  with  respect  to  the  two 
Houses,  which  I  shall  make  no  remark 
on,  but  leave  to  your  lordships  consi- 
deration. 

From  what  I  have  said,  my  lords,  I  hope 
I  have  made  it  appear,  that  every  para- 
^  graph,  proposed  to  be  left  oiit  of  the  mo- 
tion now  before  us,  is  inconsistent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  and  that 
neither  the  duty  nor  the  respect  we  owe  to 
his* Majesty,  require  our  putting  any  one 
of  them  into  our  address;  but  that  the 
first  and  last  paragraphs  of  the  motion  are 
sufficient,  and  as  much  as,  by  the  ancient 
usace  of  Parliament,  was  customary  upon 
such  occasions ;  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed. 

The  question  first  put  was  as  usual,  for 
agreeing  to  the  Amendment  proposed, 
upon  which  there  was  a  division;  and 
there  being  but  37  Contents  to  89  Not 
Contents,  the  Amendment  was  disagreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  52. 

The  Lords'  Address  of  TkanhJ]  The 
question  consequently  next  put,  was  To 
a^ee  to  the  motion,  which  was  carried 
without  a  division ;  and  a  committee  being 
named  to  draw  up  the  Address,  thcry  re- 
tired to  the  Prince's  chamber ;  and  Seine 
returned,  the  Address  drawn  up  was  read 
and  agreed  to  the  same  day,  and  is  fia 
follows  : 

**  Most  gradous  Sovereign  ; 

«<  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tern* 
poral  in  Parliament  assembled,  humbly 
beg  leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  un- 
feigned thanks  for  your  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

<<  The  many  blessings  we  enjoy,  under 
your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious  go- 
vernment, are  happily  felt  by  all  your 
people ;  among  which  your  paternal  care 
and  tenderness  for  theur  true  interest,  in 
employing  your  unwearied  endeavoursi  to 
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prevent  6ieir  being  unnecessarily  invoWed 
in  the  present  war^  stand  signally  distin- 
guished :  and  it  would  argue  the  highest 
d^ree  of  ingratitude  in  us^  if  we  did  not 
acknowledge  ourselves  sensibly  affected  bv 
the  benefits  that  have  accrued  from  this 
prudent  conduct. 

**  In  this  your  Majesty  has  giveu  the 
world  fresh  proofs  of  your  just  sentiments 
of  true  and  solid  glory,  smce  you  have 
preferred  the  real  prosperity  and  ease  of 
your  subjects  to  all  other  considerations  ; 
and  in  thkt  view  have  concerted  measures 
with  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces (the  ancient  and  natural  allies  of 
the  British  crown)  for  restoring  the  public 
tranouillity. 

**  It  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  we 
observe,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, the  good  offices  of  your  Majesty, 
in  conjunction  with  them,  have  been  ac- 
ceptea  by  the  several  parties  engaged  in 
.  the  war  ;  and  we  cannot  suffer  ourselves 
to  doubt,  but  the  interposition  of  the  ma- 
ritime powers,  united  m  interest  and  mu- 
tual friendship,  will  have  its  just  weight. 

**  When  we  turn  our  thoughts  to  the 
various  and  different  views  of  the  princes 
and  powers  concerned,  we  find  ourselves 
obliged,  with  the  utmost  thankfulness,  to 
ascrH>e  it  to  your  Majesty's  imcommon 
vigilance  and  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
your  people,  and  the  repose  of  Christen- 
dom, that  no  time  hath  been  lost  in  mak- 
ing use  of  any  good  dispositions  of  the 
respective  powers  at  variance  ;  and  that 
this  salutary  and  extensive  work  is  ad- 
Tanced  to  such  a  degree,  that  a  plan  may 
be  shortly  offered  to  their  consideration, 
as  a  basis  for  a  general  treaty. 

"  The  events  of  negotiations,  as  well  as 
of  war,  are,  in  the  nature  of  things,  liable 
to  uncertainty :  but  when  we  reflect  on 
the  many  instances  we  have  experienced, 
of  right  reason  and  prudence  being  the 
governing  rule  of  your  Majesty^s  actions, 
we  promise  ourselves,  that  these  your  ge- 
nerous labours,  for  procuring  universal 
tranouillity,  will  merit  that  good  success, 
whicn  all  well-disposed  minds  wish  they 
may  be  attended  with. 

**  At  the  same  time  permit  us  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  that  we  are  incapable  of 
oetng  so  far  amused  by  any  hopes  what- 
soever, as  to  leave  the  security  of  your 
Majesty  and  your  kingdoms  exposed  to 
real  dangers;  and  that  our  endeavours 
shall  never  be  wanting,  to  dis^point  the 
rain  expectations  of  any,  who  snail  be  so 
presumptuous,  as  to  imagine  advantages 
to  diemselves  from  such  methods* 
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"The  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  councils, 
and  that  steadiness  and  constancy  which 
are  inherent  in  your  royal  mind,  join- 
ed with  a  harmony  which  subsists  between 
your  Majesty  and  that  powerful  republic, 
m  concert  with  which  this  great  transac- 
tion has  been  carried  on,  will,  we  trust,  in 
due  time  prevail  over  all  unreasonable  op- 
position :  and  that  this  may  be  the  happy 
effect  of  your  ffood  offices,  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  ]V&jesty,  with  that  resolution 
and  firmness  which  become  the  Peers  of 
6reat  Britain,  on  so  important  an  occasion^ 
that  we  will  dieerfully  support  your  Ma- 
jesty in  all  such  measures,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  procuring  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  tranquillity,  or  for  putting  this 
nation  in  a  condition  to  act  that  part,  which 
it  may  be  incumbent  on  Great  Britain  to 
undertake. 

**  It  is  a  felicity  which  we  ought,  in  a 
most  afiectionate  manner,  to  remember  on 
every  occasion  of  approaching  your  sacred 
person,  that  your  Majesty  hath  alwa3r8  es- 
teemed the  interest  of  sovereign  and  sub- 
ject, as  mutual  and  inseparable ;  and  made 
the  due  execution  and  observance,  of  the 
laws  the  rule  of  your  government:  as  your 
M^esty,  agreeably  to  your  repeated  decla- 
rations from  the  throne,  hath  invariably 
held  this  conduct  towards  your  subjects, 
we  can  entertain  no  doubt,  but  you  will 
find  the  same  inviolable  and  unshaken  fide- 
lity, and  the  same  zeal  for  the  true  honour 
and  happiness  of  your  Majesty,  and  your 
kingdoms  (which  can  never  be  dirided) 
both  from  your  Parliament  and  your  people* 

**  On  our  parts,  we  humbly  intreat  your 
Majesty  to  accept  the  strongest  assurances, 
that  we  are  determined^  by  a  steady 
course  of  lo}ralty  and  dutiful  affection  to 
your  Majesty,  and  a  firm  perseverance  in 
pursuing  the  true  interest  of  our  country, 
to  convince  the  world,  that  we  most  se- 
riously consider  the  maintenance  of  our 
religion  and  liberties,  as  being  absolutely^ 
involved  in  the  security  and  support  .of 
your  Majesty's  person  and  government; 
and  in  the  preservation  of  the  Protestant 
succession  in  your  royal  House ;  and  that 
it  is  the  unalterable  purpose  of  our  hearts, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Dirine  Prori- 
dence,  to  transmit  these  invaluable  bless- 
ings safe  and  entire  to  our  posterity/' 

The  King^s  Armoer.^  This  Address  was 
next  day  presented  to  his  Majesty,  who 
returned  the  following  Answer ;  viz. 
"  My  Lords, 

<<  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  affeo* 
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tionate  address.  The  concern  that  jou 
shew  for  the  success  of  my  endeavours,  in 
conjunction  with  the  States  General,  for 
restoring  the  public  tranquillity,  is  very  ac- 
ceptable to  me. 

**  Nothing  shall  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  that  may  contribute  thereto ;  and  the 
Shity  and  aftection  of  my  Pariiament  and 
people,  upon  which  I  depend  in  all  events, 
will  add  great  weight  to  my  aodeavours." 

The  amendment  to  the  above  motion 
was  proposed  by  the  lord  Carteret;  was 
opposed  by  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and  the 
lord  Hardwick ;  and  supported  by  the  earl 
of  Chesterfield,  the  lora  Bathurst,  and  the 
earl  of  Strafford* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Address 
•/*  Thanks,']  The  Speaker  having  reported 
fiis  M ajesty's^Speech,  Mr.  Hedges,  mem- 
ber for  Fowey,  moved,  **  That  an  humble 
Address  he  Resented  to  his  Majestj^,  to 
return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne;  to  aomowled^e  his  Majesty's 
wisdom  and  goodness  m  pursuing  such 
measures  as  tended  towards  procuring 
peace  and  accommodation,  rather  than  to 
involve  this  nation,  and  jail  Europe,  too 
precipitately,  in  a  geDei*al  and  bloody  war ; 
to  express  the  just  sense  this  House  hath 
of  his  iVIajesty's  tender  regard  for  the  pub- 
lic repose  and  tranquillity,  and  of  his  un- 
wearied endeavours  in  forming  in  concert 
with  the  States-Greneral,  su(£  a  plan  of  a 
general  pacification,  as  his  Majesty,  in  his 
great  wisdom,  conceives  is  consistent  with 
the  honourand  interest  of  all  parties,  asfiur  as 
the  circumstances  of  time,  and  the  present 
posture  o£  af&iirs,  will  permit ;  to  assure 
nis  Majesty,  that  ^is  Housewill  cheerfullv 
and  efiectually  raise  such  supplies  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  honour  and  security 
of  his  Majesty  and  his  kingdoms;  and^ 
wliatever  shall  be  the  success  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ^cious  endeavours  to  procure  the 
messmgs  of  peace  and  general  tranquillity, 
will  emible  nis  Majes^  to  act  that  part, 
which  honour  and  justice,  and  the  true 
interest  of  his  people,  shall  call  upon  him 
to  undertake.'' 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Campbell  of  Pembrokeshire.* 

^  -  .^ 

•  «*  Th«  reader,  from  what  has  been  already 
relatedof  debates  of  this  kind,  will  easily  per- 
ceive upon  what  this  debate  turned.  On  the 
one  side,  there  was  great  distmst  and  diffidence 
of  the  miDitter's  mf  asares  since  the  last  par- 
liaimnt,  and  great  fears  lest  their  agreeing  to 
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Several  members  objected  to  some  ex- 
pressions in  the  motion,  which,  as  they 
thought,  implied  a  too  general  approbation 
of  former  measures :  and  upon  this  occa- 
sion 

Sir  William  Wvndham  proposed,  that 
the  last  paragraph  should  run  thus,  ^*  To 
assure  his  Mmes^  that,  afler  a  full  state  of 
the  affiEurs  of  the  nation  had  been  laid  before 
them,  and  considered  bv  them,  they  would 
cheerfully  and  effectually  raise  such  sup- 
plies, as  should  be  necessary  for  the  ho- 

the  address,  notwithstanding  the  generality  and 
caatton  of  its  terms,  should  be  eoostraed  into 
an  approbation  of  all  that  had  bec»  done. 
Great  freedoms  were  taken  with  thecoodttct 
of  the  adinibiatratioD,  in  puttinflf  the  oanon  to 
such  immense  ezpeuces  as  it  had  be^  at  in 
anrno^  both  by  sea  and  land,  without  doii^ 
any  thing  that  was  effectoal.  It  was  thought 
ridiculoos  to  thank  his  Miyesty  for  not  pre- 
cipitating the  nation  into  a  war ;  and  it  was 
oUerved,  that  notwithstanding  the  Dutch  bad 
so  much  at  stake,  they  had  not  put  themsdvea 
to  a  shilling  expence  during  the  critical  ntua- 
ti«>n  of  £urope.-*]t  was  argned  oo  the  ocber 
hand,  that  the  tranquillity  <»  the  nation  was 
owing  to  its  being  in  a  posture  either  of  offiaaoa 
or  ddTeuoe,  as  occasions,  whidi  were  impaa- 
sible  to  be  foreseen,  shook!  require :  that  the 
increase  and  security  of  the  trade  of  Enghad, 
was  more  than  sufficient  to  counterbalance  all 
the  charges  she  had  been  at,  whidi  had  been 
all  exnenaed  within  herself ;  and  that  neither 
his  Majesty,  nor  his  minislers,  had  ev«r  be- 
haved in  such  a  manner  as  that  they  should  be 
treated  by  the  House  with  any  marks  of  dis- 
trust in  an  address  which  at  best  b  a  mere 
matter  of  compliment.  That  thanking  bis 
Mcjesty  for  not  precipitating  the  nation  mto  a 
war,  was  no  other  than  thanking  him  for  his 
cautioo  and  prudence.  As  to  the  Dutch,  they 
were  best  judges  of  their  own  afikirs,  and  tlMur 
conduct  ought  to  be  no  rule  to  Great  Britain  ; 
but  that,  though  they  bad  not  augmented  their 
land-forces,  it  is  certain  that  they  had  suspend- 
ed a  f  ery  large  reduction  of  them,  which  they 
had  intended  to  baiire  made  when  the  troubles 
of  £urope  broke  out.  It  was  farther  observed 
in  support  of  the  first  motion  fur  the  address, 
that  the  conduct  of  his  Maiesty  in  concerting 
with  the  Dutch  the  general  plan  of  padfica^ 
tion,  was  intirdy  agreeable  to  the  maxims  by 
which  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  was  to 
be  maintained. — ^Bffany  wdl  wisliers  to  the 
anti-ministerial  party  thought  that  they  acted 
impoliticly  in  trying  their  strength  upon  so 
weak  a  head  as  the  opposing  an  address  word- 
ed with  so  much  mode^.  It  was  moved  in 
two  questions  to  reject  the  amendment ;  and 
upon  the  second  question  the  House  divulii^, 
the  same  was  rejected  by  a  roMority  of  S05 
against  185,  a  greater  minority  ttum  bad  heea 
seen  for  many  years  m  that  House/'    TindaL 
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nour  and  security  of  his  Majesty  and  his 
kingdoms,  and  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
pences  to  be  incurred  by  the  other  powers, 
who  wepe  under  the  same  engagements 
with  this  nation,  and  not  then  involved  in 
the  war :  and  whatever  should  be  the  suc- 
cess of  his  Majesty's  gracious  endeavours 
to  prociure  the  blessings' of  peace  and  ge- 
neral tranquillity,  would  enable  his  Majesty 
to  act  that  part,  which  honour  and  justice, 
and  the  true  interest  of  his  people  should 
call  upon  him  to  undertake."  But  some 
gentlemen  disliking  the  first  part  of  this 
Amendment, 

Sir  Joieph  Jekyll  ofkred  an  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment  proposed  by  sir  William 
Wyndham,  as  follows :  "  To  assure  his 
Majesty,  that  that  House  would  cheerfully 
and  effectually  raise  such  Supplies,  as 
should  be  necessary  for  the  honour  and 
security  ofhis  Majesty  and  his  kingdoms, 
and  in  proportion  to  the ,  expences  to  be 
ihcurred  by  the  other  powers,  who  were 
«uider  the  same  engagements  with  this  na- 
tion, and  not  then  involved  in  the  war : 
and,  whatever  should  be  the  success  ofhis 
Majesty's  gracious  endeavours  to  procure 
the  blessings  of  peace  and  general  trknquil- 
lity,  would  enable  his  M^^esty  to  act  that 
part,  which  honour  and  justice,  and  the 
true  interest  of  his  people,  should  call  upon 
Mm  to  undertake." 

The  motion  for  the  Amendment  was 
strenuously  supported  by  lord  Morpeth, 
lord  Noel  Somerset,  Mr.  Shippen,  sir  Tho- 
mas Aston,  Mr*  Dundass,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Mr.  Saad)n8,  Mr.  Walter  Phimer,  and 
Mr.  Pulteney :  the  reasons  they  gave  for 
their  exceptions  to  the  Address  as  first 
l^roposed,  and  for  the  Amendment  o&red, 
were  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  As  this  is  a  new  parlia- 
ment, I  nope  we  shall  begin  with  shewing 
a  little  more  r^^d  to  the  ancient  custom 
and  dignity  of  Iparliaments,  than  has  been 
shewn  of  late  years.  In  former  times,  the 
Addresses  of  this  House,  in  return  to  his 
Majesty's  Speech  from  the  throne,  were 
always  conceived  in  the  most  general 
terms.  Our  ancestors  would  never  con- 
descend upon  that  occasion,  to  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  his  Majesty's  Speech  ; 
when  they  were  to  a{)proach  the  king,  and 
to  declare  their  affection  and  their  fidelity 
to  him,  they  thought  it  was  inconsistent 
with  that  fidelity  they  were  to  declare,  to 
strove,  upon  that  occasion,  of  any  mi- 
nisterial measures,  and  much  more  so,  to 
'declare  their  satisfaction  with  measures 
tiiey  knew  nothing  about*    This  House  is 
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the  grand  in(][uest  of  the  nation,  appointed 
to  inquire  diligently,  and  to  represent 
faithfully  to  the  king,  all  the  grievances  of 
his  people,  and  all  the  crimes  and  misma- 
nagements of  his  servants ;  and  therefore 
it  must  always  be  a  breach  of  our  fidelity 
to  our  sovereign,  as  well  as  a  breach  of 
oiu"  duty  to  his  people,  to  approve  blindly 
the  conduct  of  his  servants.  When  we 
have  examined  diligently,  and  considered 
deliberately  the  conduct  of  any  minister, 
and  are  at  last  fully  convinced  that  he  has 
acted  prudently  and  wisely  for  the  public 
good,  it  is  then  our  duty  to  return  him  the 
thanks  of  the  public,  and  to  represent  him 
as  a  faithful  mmi?  tor  to  his  master  ;  but 
to  make  panegyrics  upon  the  conduct  of 
any  of  the  king's  servants,  before  we  have 
examined  into  it,  is  more  like  the  language 
of  slaves  and  sycophants  to  a  prime  mi- 
nister, than  that  of  loyal  and  fiuthful  sub- 
jects to  their  sovereign. 

I  must  acknowledge.  Sir,  that  the  mo^ 
tion  now  made  to  us  is  more  general,  and 
more  adapted  to  the  ancient  custom  of 
Parliament,  than  most  I  have  heard  since 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of 
this  House.  I  hope  we  shall  not  find  that 
this  extraordinary  modesty  proceeds  from 
a  consciousness  of  misconduct :  for  the 
sake  of  the  public  I  heartily  wish  we  may 
find  that  it  proceeds  from  superior  merit  ; 
which  is,  incieed,  generally  attended  with 
superior  modesty ;  but  as  I  have  always 
been,  upon  such  occasions,  against  general 
encomiums  upon  ministers,  and  as  the 
proposition  now  before  us,  or  at  least  a 
great  part  of  it,  implies  a  general  appro- 
bation of  all  our  late  measures,  particularly 
those  relating  to  the  present  war,  which 
the  majority  of  this  House  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, intirely  ignorant  of,  I  cannot  agree 
to  it ;  because  I  have  not  yet  learned  com- 
plaisance enough  to  approve  of  what  I 
know  nothing  about,  much  less  to  apprpve 
of  what  I  violently  suspect  to  be  wrong. 

I  had  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be  a  member 
of  this  House  in  the  last  Parliament ;  and 
I  remember  several  motions  were  then 
made,  for  getting  sohie  insight  into  the 
state  of  our  foreipn^  afi^rs  and  our  late 
transactions  ;  motions  which  appeared  to 
me  highly  reasonable,  and  even  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  complied  with,  before  the 
House  could  reasonably  comply  with  the 
demands  that  were  then  made  upon  them: 
but  every  one  of  these  motions  had  a  ne- 
gative put  upon  it.  I  have  always  had  a 
suspicion  of  the  worb;  of  darkness  ;  I  do 
not  like  any  conduct  that  cannot  stand  the 
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li^ht  at  noon-day ;  and  therefore  I  am 
afraid  some  of  our  late  transactions  are 
such  as  no  man  could  approve  of,  if  they 
were  exposed  to  public  view.  We  have  been 
lon^  in  expectation  :  but  when  one  nego- 
tiation was  over,  we  have  always  been  told 
to  have  patience,  the  next  was  to  accom- 
plish all  our  desires ;  we  have  accordingly 
had  a  great  deal  of  patience ;  but,  sq  far 
as  I  can  comprehena,  I  con  observe  no 
benefits  that  have  accrued,  or  are  like  to 
accrue ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  many  dan- 
gers and  disadvantages ;  so  that  the  whole 
train  of  our  late  negotiations  really  seem  to 
me  to  have  been  calculated  for  no  other 
end,  but  to  extricate  a  set  of  puzzled,  per- 
plexed negotiators,  from  some  f(mner 
olunder,  by  which  they  have  generally 
been  led  into  a  second,  of  worse  conse- 
quence than  the  first :  every  subsequent 
negotiation  seems  to  me  to  have  had  no 
other  view  or  design,  but  to  get  rid  of  some 
dilemma  we  were  thrown  into  by  the 
former ;  and  happy  have  we  thought  our- 
selves, afler  a  great  deal  of  money  spent, 
if  we  could  but  recover  our  former  condi- 
tion. In  short,  Sir,  if  any  sentleman  will 
rise  up  and  shew  me  any  aculition,  or  any 
new  advantage,  with  respect  either  to  our 
trade  or  our  possessions,  that  this  nation 
has  acquired  by  any  of  our  late  transac- 
tions, I  shall  agree  to  the  motion ;  but  con- 
sidering the  grealj  expence  this  nation  has 
been  put  to,  and  the  great  losses  many  of 
our  merchants  have,  without  any  redress 
or  satisfaction,  sustained,  I  cannot  agree  to 
pass  compliments  upon,  or  declare  my  sa- 
tisfaction with,  our  late  management  in 
general,  until  it  be  made  app^  to  me, 
that  these  public  and  private  losses  have 
been  some  way  balanced  by  national  ad- 
vantages. 

,  The  second  Paragraph  of  the  motion  I 
am,  indeed,  surprised  at  upon  another  ac- 
count, to  make  our  acknowledgements  to 
his  Majesty,  for  not  involving  the  nation 
too  precipitately  in  a  bloody  virar,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  far  from  being  a  cinnpli- 
ment  to  his  Majesty  ^  It  is  impossible,  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  his  Majesty  can 
do  any  such  thing ;  but  if  it  were  possible, 
and  if  any  such  thing  had  been  done,  to 
be  sure  it  would  have  been  doinc;  Uie  na- 
tion a  very  notaMe  mischief;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  idiom  of  our  language,  at  least 
in  private  life,  to  thank  a  man,  or  to  make 
our  acknowledgements  to  a^man,  for  his 
not  doing  us  a  notable  mischief,  is  a  con- 
temptuous way  of  expressmg  ourselves, 
and  isi  always  aji  ipginuatioD|  that  from 
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such  a  man's  mdice,  or  Ills  weakness,  or 
imprudence,  we  expected  some  notiMe 
mischief;  and  thererore  when  we  are  du- 
appdnted,  when  the  mischief  is  not  so 
great  as  we  expected,  we  say,  by  way  of 
contempt,  that  we  are  obliged  to  him.    If 
none  but  ministers  were  concerned  in  this 
part  of  the  motion,  I  should  have  let  it 
pass  without  any  remark,  nay,  I  should 
readily  have  a^eed  to  it ;  but  as  his  Ma- 
jesty IS  concerned,  I  hope  the  gentlemen 
who  made  l^e  motion  will  take  care  to 
have  it  some  way  altered,  if  they  are  re- 
solved to  have  it  stand  part  of  the  address. 
This  shews.  Sir,  how  apt  pec^le  are  to  fiill 
into  blunders,  when  they  attempt  to  make 
extravagant  and  forced  con^liments ;  and 
therefore  I  wish  we  would  revAve  to  avoid 
such  dancers,  by  confining  our  address  to 
a  genenu  acknoi^edgement  of  thanks  to 
his  Majesty,  for  his  most  gracious  qpeedi 
from  the  throne,  and  a  declaration  of  our 
affections  towards  him,  of  our  attachment 
to  his  family,  and  our  zeal  for  his  service. 
However,  Sir,  as  it  has  been  panted 
upon  all  himds,  that  nothing  contamed  in 
our  address  can  prevent  the  future   in- 
quiries of  this  House,  or  can  be  a  bar  to 
our  censuring  what  we*  shall  upon  inquiry 
find  to  be  amiss,  therefore  I  shall  propose 
no  amendment  to  the  former  part  of  the  mo- 
tion :  but  I  must  take  notice  of  one  thing 
which  is  apparent,  without  any  inquiry,  to 
every  man  m  this  House,  to  every  man  who 
knows  any  thing  of  pubUc  a&irs;    and 
that  is  the  great  charge  this  nation  has  al- 
ready been  put  to  on  account  of  the  war, 
while  t)ie  otner  powers  of  Europe  not  yet 
engaged  in  the  war,  have  not  put  them- 
selves to  one  shilling  expence :  nay.  even 
our  allies  the  Dutch,  who,  as  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  tell  us,  are  under  the 
same  engagements  with  us,  have  not  pot 
themselves  to  the  least  charg^e  on  account 
of  the  present  war.    Now,  Sir,  as  his  Ma» 
jesty  has  told  us,  that  we  had  no  concern 
witB  the  causes  or  motives  of  the  war,  we 
cannot  therefore  be  mvolved  in  it,  unless 
it  be  for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of 
power ;   and  as  all  our  allies  are  as. muc^ 
mterested  in  thb  reroect  as  we  are,  it  is 
reasonable  they  should  bear  their  propor- 
tionable share  of  the  expence :  and  as  they 
have  yet  done  nothing  like,  I  think  it  is  be* 
come  necessary  for  us  to  Uike  some  notice 
of  this  matter  m  our  address  to  his  Majesty, 
for  which  reascm  I  shall  move  for  tmt 
Amendm^it  to  the  latter  part  of  the  ad- 
desi:  viz.    <<  That  this  House  will  dieer^ 
fuUy  and  effisctuaUy  raise  such  mppiiei,  i» 
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shall  be  necessary  for  the  honour  and  secu- 
rity of  his  Majesty  and  his  kingdoms ;  and 
ia  proportion  to  the  expences  to  be  incurred 
by  the  other  powers  who  were  under  the 
same  engagements  with  this  nation,  and 
not  then  involved  in  the  war;  and  what- 
ever shall  be  the  success  of  his  Majesty's 
gracious  endeavours  to  procure  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  and  general  tranquillity,  will 
eiuible  his  Majesty  to  act  that  part,  which 
honour  and  justice,  and  ^e  true  interest 
ei  his  pe<H)le,  shall  call  upon  him  to  under- 
take-*' 

In  Answer  to  these  Objections,  and  in 
support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Winnington, 
Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  sir  William  Yonge, 
Mr*  Danvers  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe  urged 
the  following  arguments* 

Mr.  Speaker;  As  gentlemen,  who  have 
spoke  in  this  debate,  seem  to  want  a  much 
more  thorough  reformaticm  in  the  motion 
now  before  us,  than  that  proposed  by  the 
ttnendment,  I  must  beg  leave  to  take  no- 
tice of  what  they  have  said  in  general, 
before  I  come  to  speak  to  the  amendment 
nroposed*  We  have  been  told  a  great 
deal.  Sir,  of  the  ancient  usage  and  custom 
of  parliament,  with  respect  to  their 
manner  of  addressing  the  Kmg,  by  way  of 
return  tb  his  qpeech  from  the  throne: 
what  the  gentlemen  may  mean  by  this  an- 
cient usage,  or  at  what  time  they  have  a 
mind  to  &  it,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  am 
rery  sure,  that  ever  since  I  had  the  honour 
to  sit  in  parliament,  I  never  knew  an  ad- 
dress proposed  in  more  general  terms  than 
th«^  now  before  us;  and  therefore  I  am 
apt  to  conclude,  that  no  address  can  be 
proposed  in  this  House,  but  what  some 
gentleman  will  find  fault  with.  I  shall 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentlemen,  that 
one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meeting  here, 
is  to  inquire  diligently,  and  represent  faith- 
fiilly  to  the  Kmg,  the  crimes  and  mis- 
na^ements  of  his  servants,  as  well  as  the 
grievances  of  his  people ;  but  when  his 
Sligesty  has  given  us  an  account  of  his  con- 
duct, surely  that  does  not  hinder  lis  from 
making  him  such  general  compliments,  for 
the  accounts  he  mis  been  pleased  to  give 
us,  as  will  not  obstruct  our  future  in- 
dmries,  or  prevent  our  censures,  in  case  we 
aiiould  af);ewards  find,  that  any  of  his 
servants  had  acted  un^thfiilly  or  impru- 
dently, even  with  respect  to  those  very 
aibirs  he  had  been  pleased  to  give  us 
an  account  of  in  his  speech. 

It  has  been  acknowledged,  that  the  mo- 
tion before  us  is  more  general  than  what  is 
um«d  iqpon  such  occauons ;  but  it  is  to  be 


feared,  it  seems,  that  this  extraordinary* 
modesty  proceeds  from  a  consciousness  of 
misconduct.  At  this  rate.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
men who  have  the  honour  to  serve  the 
crown  must  have  a  very  hard  task :  if  they 
or  their  friends  propose  a  long  and  par- 
ticular address,  they  are  then  accused  of 
endeavouring  to  impose  upon  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  this  House,  and  if  they 
propose  a  short  address,  and  expressed 
in  the  most  general  terms,  insinuations 
are  then  made,  that  their  modesty  pro- 
ceeds from  a  consciousness  of  guilt; 
so  that  let  them  chuse  which  way  they 
win,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  avoid 
censure :  yet  even  this  address,  general  as 
it  is,  is,  it  seems,  to  be  looked  on  as  an  en- 
comium upon  the  ministers,  and  as  an  ap- 
Erobation  of  what  we  know  nothing  about ; 
ut,  in  my  opinion,  if  we  examine  the 
several  paragraphs,  it  will  appear  to  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

By  the  first  paragraph  found  fault  with, 
it  is  proposed  to  acknowledge  his  Majesty's 
wisoom  and  goodness,  in  pursuing  such 
measures  as  tend  towards  procuring  peace 
and  accommodation :  by  this.  Sir,  We  do 
not  declare,  that  his  Majesty  has  pursued 
suQh  measures,  nor  do  we  approve  of  the 
measures  he  has  pursued ;  but  when  thos^ 
measures  are  made  publio^  if  it  should  ap- 
pear that  they  were  such  as  tended  to  pro- 
cure peace  and  accommodation,  surely  this 
House,  nay  the  whole  world,  ought  to  ac- 
knowledge his  Majesty's  goodness  and  wis- 
dom in  that  respect ;  and  all  that  can  be 
supposed  to  be  meant  by  this  paragraph  is, 
to  acknowledge  that  there  is  more  wisdom 
and  goodness  in  pursuing  such  measures 
towards  procuring  peace,  than  in  pursuing 
such  measures,  as  might  tend  to  involve 
the  nation  and  all  Europe  too  precipitately 
in  war:  this  then  cannot,  I  tliink,^be  sup- 
posed to  be  an  encomium  upon  any 
minister,  nor  an  approbation  of  any  of 
the  measures  that  nave  been  pursued. 

By  the  other  paragraph  it  is  proposed, 
to  express  the  just  sense  we  have  of  hig 
Majesty's  regard  for  the  public  tranquillity, 
and  of  his  endeavour  to  form,  in  concert 
with  the  States  General,  such  a  plan  of  pa- 
cification«  as  his  Majesly  conceives  is  con* 
sistent  with  the  honour  and  interest  of  all 
parties,  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  time 
and  the  present  posture  of  af&irs  will  per- 
mit :  here  again  we  approve  of  nothing : 
we  do  not  approve  of  tlie  plan  that  is  to  be 
offered ;  we  do  not  so  much  as  approve  of 
any  one  step  that  has  been  taken  in  the 
forming  of  that  plan ;  we  only  ackaow* 
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ledge  his  Majesty's  tender  r^ard  for  the 
public  tranquillity,  in  endearourk^  to  form 
such  a  plan  as  may  restore  it :  'Hiis  sure- 
ly is  what  no  man  can  deny,  nbr  hesitate 
one  moment  in  acknowledgmg ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  as  readuy  granted,  that 
it  was  better  to  form  this  plan  in  concert 
with  the  States  General,  than  to  form  it 
without  any  such  concert.  So  that  I  can- 
not really  comprehend  how  this  paragraph 
can  be  mterpreted  to  be  an  encomium 
upon  any  minister,  or  an  approbation  of 
•ny  measure :  and  therefore,  though  we 
knew  nothing  of  the  measures  that  have 
been  pursued,  nay,  though  we  even  had  a 
violent  suspicion  that  wrong  measures  have 
been  pursued,  neither  our  ignorance  nor 
our  suspicions  can  be  any  objection  to 
either  of  those  paragraphs. 

As  to  our  ignorance  of  the  measures 
that  have  been  lately  pursued,  it  is  certain 
we  are  ignorant  of  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  so;  for 
with  respect  to  public  transactions,  espe- 
cially those  with  foreign  courts,  it  is  abso- 
lutely uecci^^sary  that  many  of  them  should 
renudn  secret  for  several  years  aflter  they 
are  passed ;  nay,  there  are  some  that  ought 
for  ever  to  remain  a  secret :  and  that  any 
transaction  can  remain  a  secret  long  after  it 
has  been  commtUiicated  to  this  Mouse,  I 
belie^^  no  gentleman  Wil)  pretend  to  af- 
firm; for  thought  the  members  of  this 
House  might  perhaps  depend  upon  the 
fideHty  and  the  secrecy  of  one  another, 
yet  we  cannot  ans^ver  for  the  strangers 
that  may  be  amougst  us.  This,  Sir,  was 
tJie  only  reason,  why  this  House  was 
pleased  to  put  a  negative  upon  the  motions 
pointed  at  by  the  honourable  gentlemen ; 
and  as  I  had  likewise  the  honour  to  be  then 
a  member  of  this  House,  I  heard  such  rea- 
sons given  for  not  con^'ying  with  those 
motions,  as  convinced  me,  that  a*  compli- 
ance with  any  one  of  them  would  liave 
been  one  of  the  greatest  injuries  we  could 
have  done  our  country:  it  was  not  that 
the  authors  of  those  transactions  were 
afraid,  on  then*  own  accounts,  that  the 
transactions  they  had  been  concerned  in 
should  be  exposed  to  publi6  view ;  it  was 
impossible  it  could  be  so ;  for  if  they  had 
been  possessed  with  any  such  fears,  if  they 
had  given  the  least  ground  to  suspect  they 
were  so,  it  would  have  been  a  good,  and  1 
am  persuaded  a  prevailing  reason  for  this 
House  to  have  complied  with  those  mo- 
tions. 

But,  Sir,  as  to  the  suspicions  that  some 
gentlemen  may  entertain,  with  regard  to 
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all  or  any  of  our  past  measures,  it  is  iinp06-^ 
sible  to  say  any  tfaii^  of  them,  unlesa  die 
gentlemen  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  u* 
with  the  grounds  of  their  suspicion:  when 
they  do  that,  it  may  perhaps  oe  in  gentle- 
men's power  to  shew,  that  those  groundi 
are  very  far  from  being  solid.  They  talk 
of  our  navingbeen  for  a  long  time  amused 
with  hopes,  and  of  our  having  been  de- 
sired to  have  patience :  it  is  true.  Sir,  there 
are  some  amongst  us,  not  in  the  House  I 
hope,  but  in  the  nation,  I  will  say,  there 
are  a  great  many  who  have  been  lon^ 
amused  with  hopes,  who  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  patience :  they  have,  indeed  been 
under  a  continual  course  of  patience  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  the  late  reiffn :  they 
have  not  yet  seen,  and  I  wish  they  may 
never  see  that  event  happen,  which  they 
have  been  so  long  hoping  for,  which  th^ 
have  waited  ^  with  so  much  patience. 
And,  in  ray  opinion,  the  many  disappoint- 
ments they  have  met  with,  is  one  of  the 
best  reasons  that  can  be  assigned  for  our 
having  no  cause  to  suspect  any  misconduct 
in  our  late  measures. 

I  do  not  think  it  the  interest  ef  thii  na- 
tion to  be  fond  of  adding  much  to  our 
possessions ;  and  considering  the  ambition 
of  foreign  courts,  and  the  disturbances 
given  to  our  government  by  a  disaffected 
party  at  home,  our  having  preserved  entire 
our  foreign  possessions,  and  prevented  all 
invasions  on  our  people  at  home,  is  an 
argument,  that  all  our  late  measures  have 
been  concerted  and  pursued  with  the  ut- 
most foresight  and  prudence.  To  this  we 
may  add,  that  though  our  trade  has  been 
sometimes  a  little  mterrupted  by  the  am- 
bitious views  of  foreign  courts,  yet  it  is 
certain,  it  has  greatly  improved  m  every 
branch  within  these  last  twenty  years,  and 
is  now,  I  believe,  in  as  flourishing  a  state 
as  ever  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  waa  in 
any  age.  So  that  to  return  the  cmnpli- 
ment  to  the  gentlemen  of  theother  side  of 
the  question,  if  either  of  them  will  ^ew 
me  where  the  nation  has  lately  suffered, 
either  in  its  possessions,  or  in  its  trade,  by 
any  mismanagement  of  those  at  the  helm 
of  our  own  afiairs,  I  shall  agree  to  any 
amendment  they  please  to  propose ;  but  I 
cannot  think  it  reasonable  to  load  our  own 
ministers  with  the  little  disturbances  we 
have  met  with,  or  the  small  losses  we  may 
have  sustained  by  the  ambitious  projects 
of  foreign  courts. 

Witli  regard  to  the  impropriety  of  ex- 
pression taken  notice  or,  I  cannot  think 
there  is  any  good  foundation  for  the  cn^ 
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ticiam;  but  if  there  were,  we  must  see 
that  it  proceeds  entirelv  from  ibe  great 
care  the  honourable  gentlemen,  who  made 
the  motion,  took,  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
might  look  like  an  aj^robation  of  any  late 
measure.  For  this  reason  he  would  not 
propose  that  we  should  thank  his  Majesty 
for  not  involving  us  in  the  war,  because  it 
might  have  been  said,  that  for  what  we 
knew  it  was  necessary,  it  was  incumbent 
i^on  us,  to  have  engaged  at  the  very  be- 
gmning.  of  the  war;  therefore,  to  avoid 
this  o^ection,  he  only  proposes  that  we 
idiGuld  make  our  acknowledgements  to  his 
Majesty,  for  not  having  engaged  too  pre- 
cipitately in  the  war;  and  as  this  might 
Imve  been  done,  and  would  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  have  been  doing  a 
verv  notable  injury  to  the  nation,  I  cannot 
find  that  there  is  any  impropriety  in  our 
making  our  acknowledgements  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  his  not  having  done  so. 

I  come  now  to  that  which  I  take'^o  be 
the  only  question  bow  before  us,  I  mean. 
Sir,  the  .^onendment  proposed,  as  it  now 
stands  amended.  I  shall  readily  grant, 
that  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are  equally 
concerned  with  us  in  supporting^  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  and  that  tnerefore  it  is  v^ry 
reasonable,  that  every  one  of  them  should 
bear  a  proportionable  share  of  the  ex- 
pence  necessary,  or  that  may  become  ne- 
cessary for  that  purjMwe ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded his  Majes^  will  use  his  utmost  en- 
deavours to  prevail  yrith  every  one  of  them, 
to  do  what  is  incun^ent  upon  them  in 
that  respect ;  but  I  must  leave  it  to  gen- 
tlemen to  consider,  whether  our  putting 
such  a  caution  into  our  Address,  would  not 
shew  to  the  whole  world  a  sort  of  diffi- 
dence in  his  Majesty^s  conduct  I  am  con- 
vinced we  have  no  cause,  from  any  part 
of  his  Majesty's  past  conduct,  to  shew  any 
diffidence  in  his  foture ;  and  I  am  very 
certain,  we  never  could  have  chosen  a 
worse  time  than  the  present,  to  begin  to 
shew  any  such  diffidence.  The  nation  is  in 
great  dimger  of  being  involved  in  a  bloody 
and  exjpensive  war,  unless  his  Majesty 
succeeds  in  his  endeavours  for  restoring 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  nothing  can  contribute 
mere  towards. rendering  his  Majesty's  en- 
deavours successful,  than  an  established 
and  general  belief,  that  a  perfect  harmony 
and  entire  confidence  subsists  between  him 
and  his  parliament.  While  they  are  con- 
vmced  of  this,  every  one  of  the  parties 
BOW  engaged  in  war  wiU  be  cautious  of 
giving  too  great  a  scope  to  tlieir  ambitious 
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views,  or  of  pushing  too  fiir  the  succeas 
they  may  have,  for  fear  g(  drawing  upon 
themselves  the  united  force  of  the  djbo; 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  but  if 
any  reason  should  be  giv^  for  them  to  . 
beueve,  that  the  parliament  puts  no  confi- 
dence in  his  Majesty's  conduct,  they  may 
dien  codceive  hopes  ci  disuniting  the 
power  of  Great  Bntain ;  and  in  that  case 
they  will  not  much  regard  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  of  peace,  that  can  be  offered 
to  them,  by  means  of  lus  Majesty's  media- 
tion :  Nay,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe^ 
that  some  of  the  powers  engajged  in  the 
war,  particularly  Spain,  will  give  no  posi- 
tive answer  to  the  instances  lately  made  to 
them,  till  they  hear  of  the  <qpening  of  the 
British  parliament,  and  the^aadresses  made 
upon  that  occasion;  and  if  any  mistrust  in 
his  Majesty's  conduct  should  appeal^  vol 
our  Address,  we  may  believe  their  answer 
will  not  be  such  as  ought  to  be  wishedfos. 
Thus,  by  acting  too  cautiously,  we  nucf 
not  only  prevent  the  success  of  his  M«e»> 
ty's  endeavours  for  restoring  the  pimlic 
tranquillity,  but  we  may  give  such  encoi^ 
ragement  to  the  ambitious  views  of  some 
of  the  powers  of  Europe,  as  must  ne- 
cessarily at  last  involve  this  nation  in  a 
most  expensive,  and  even  a  most  danger 
ous  war. 

But  this,  Sir,  is  not  tiie  only  objection 
against  the  amendmrat  proposed;  finr 
though  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
equaUy  concerned  with  us  in  preserving 
the  balance  of  power,  yet  some  of  them 
may  be  blind  to  their  own  interest ;  nay, 
it  is  very  probable  some  of  them  always 
will ;  and  are  we  to  neglect  what  is  neces- 
sary for  our  own  security,  or  to  refiise 
contributing  any  thing  towards  preserving 
or  restoring  the  balance  of  power,  because 
every  one  of  the  other  {)arties  concerned 
will  not  contribute  their  proportionable 
share  ?  This,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a 
very  odd  sort  of  maxim  for  us  to  lay  down  ; 
it  is  such  a  one  as  I  hope  will  never  be  in* 
sifted  on  in  the  coimciis  of  Great  Britain* 
Suppose,  for  example,  our  neighbours^ 
the  States  General,  should  be  so  blind  ta 
the  real  interest  of  their  country,  as  to 
look  quietly  on  till  they  saw  any  one  of 
the  powers  of  Europe  extend  their  con- 
quests so  far,  as  to  be  able  to  give  the  law 
to  all  the  rest ;  would  that  be  a  reason  for 
our  behaving  in  the  same  manner  ?  No, 
Sir,  let  our  neighbours  do  what  they  will^ 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  look  in  time  to 
our  own  security ;  'and  I  hope  we  shall 
always  be  ready  to  do  what  our  honour 
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and  om-  Mifety  may  require,  upon  ey  ey 
audi  occasion  ;  for  if  ever  we  should  re- 
aolve  to  put  ourselves  to  no  charges  for 
preserving  the  balance  of  power,  unless  the 
states  General,  or  any  other  nation  in 
Europe,  would  agree  to  join  with  us,  and 
to  bear  a  proportionable  share  of  the  ex- 
pence,  we  should  from  that  moment  be- 
come dependent  upon  that  other  state, 
and  consequently  should  be  neglected  and 
despised  by  all  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. Therefore,  Sir,  as  the  Amendment 
proposed  ttnds,  in  my  opinion,  towards 
shewing  a  diflidence  in  his  Majesty's  con- 

'  duct ;  and  as  it  tends  towards  placing  this 
nation  in  a  sort  of  dependency  upon  other 
powers,  I  cannot  but  be  against  it. 

.  To  the  above  it  was  replied  by  the  same 
Members,  who  were  for  the  Amendment, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  Although  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  be  long  a  member  of  this  House, ' 
yet  I  find  I  never  knew  the  whole  of  my 
duty  till  this  day  ;  for  I  always  imagined 
that  we  met  here  to  do  business,  and  not 
to  make  compliments.  I  shall  never  be 
against  expressing  our  loyalty  and  our 
fidelity  to  our  sovereign,  upon  every 
proper  occasion ;  because  I  take  it  to  be 
no  compliment,  I  take  it  to  be  our  duty, 
and  immemorial  custom  has  established  it 
as  such,  at  the  beginning  of  every  session 
of  Parliament ;  but  to  applaud  his  Ma- 
jesty's wisdom,  his  goodness,  and  his  ten- 
der regard  for  his  people  in  every  part  of 
his  conduct,  which  he  may  be  pleased  to 
mention  in  his  speech,  is  a  metnod  of  ex- 
pressing ourselves  which  ought  indeed  to 
oe  call^  complimenting  ;  it  can  be  called 
nothing  else,  because  it  cannot  be  sincere, 
when  we  bestow  those  high  epithets  upon 
what  we  know  nothing  about.  This,  in- 
deed, I  never  before  understood  to  be  any 
part  of  our  duty,  and  I  am  sure  the  custom 
IS  not  immemorial ;  for  if  gentlemen  will 
look  but  a  very  little  way  back  in  our 
Journals^  they  will  see  when  it  began ;  and 
I  must  say,  I  am  sorry  it  was  ever  begun ; 
for,  in  my  opinion^  it  derc^tes  highly  firom 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parliament,  and 

^from  that  sincerity  and  simplicity,  for 
which  this  nation  was,  in  ancient  times,  so 
deservedly  famous. 

The  honourable  gentlemen  appear  under 
a  great  concern  for  those, who  have  the 
honour  to  serve  the  crown  :  perhaps  my 
concern  for  them  b  not  so  great ;  and  for 
this  reason  it  may  be,  that  I  do  not  think 
Itieir  task  so  hard  ;  I  confess  that  when  I 
abstrve  any  modesty  in  them,  I  am  apt 
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enough  to  suqpeot  that'  it  proceeds  from 
consciousness  of  guilt,  rather  than  from 
consciousness  of  merit ;  and  in  their  mo* 
tions  for  addresses  they  have  of  htte  so 
very  seldom  shewn  any  modesty,  that  I 
was  surprized  to  find  the  least  apoearance 
of  it  upon  the  present  occasion.  However, 
Sir,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  modesty 
they  have  now  shewn  is  in  any  degree  ex- 
cessive; for  as  the  speeches  from  tha 
throne  are,  by  the  custom  of  Parliament, 
supposed  to  be  speeches  from  the  minis- 
ters; and  as  his  Majesty's  conduct,  when  it 
comes  Ufhe  considered  in  this  House,  it 
always  supposed  to  be  the  conduct  of  his 
ministers,  I  cannot  ^ow  that  those,  wha 
propose  that  we  should  talk  so  much  in. 
our  address  of  their  wisdom  and  goodness, 
and  of  their  tender  regard  for  the  public 
repose  and  tranquillity,  have  testified  any 
excessive  degree  of  modesty,  though  it 
may  perhaps  appear  to  be  a  little  more 
than  what  has  lately  been  usual  upon  such 
occasions.  If  the  gentlemen  had  been 
pleased  to  have  left  out  the  two  paragnqrfia 
m  which  these  compliments  are  contained^ 
their  modesty,  surely  would  have  been 
greater,  and  their  task  would  certainly 
have  been  easier,  because  the  motion 
would  have  been  shorter  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced it  would  have  given  more  satisfac- 
tion to  the  majority  of  the  nation,  and  I 
hope,  to  the  majority  of  this  House. 

I  must  say.  Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  sur- 
prized to  hear  any  gentleman  imdertake  to 
shew,  that  neither  of  the  two  paragn^ht 
found  fault  with,  contain  an  encomum 
upon  any  minister,  or  an  approbaticm  of 
any  measure  :  I  am  persuaded,  every  man 
without  doors  that  reads  them  will  think 
otherwise ;  nay,  I  am  convinced,  that  all 
those,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  our 
modern  refinements  in  politics,  will  think  ' 
that  we  could  not  with  any  sincerity  ex- 
press ourselves  so,  without  having  been 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  late  measurea 
relating  to  war  or  peace,  so  as  to  be  able, 
to  see  Uiat  they  deserved  those  fine  epithets 
we  are  to  givc\them  2  they  will  not  con- 
sider that  these  fine  expressions  ate  de- 
signed only  as  compliments,  and  therefore 
do  not  require  any  sincerity. 

As  to  the  first  Paragraph,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  acknowledged,  that  if 
the  words  *  too  precipitately'  had  pot  been 
put  in,  it  would  have  been  a  declaration, 
at  least,  that  it  was  neither  necessary  nor 
incumbent  upon  us  to  eneage  in  the  war, 
which  was  a  declaration  this  House  could, 
not  decently  make,  without  knowing  some« 
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thing  more  of  our  late  transactions  than 
have  been  vet  communicated  to  us:  and 
an  honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke  be- 
fore  him,  has  shewed,  I  think,  to  a  demon- 
stration, that  the  putting  of  those  words  in 
our  address  will  carry  an  insinuation, 
which  I  hope  no  man  will  apply  to  his 
Majesty,  wnatever  may  be  done  with 
respect  to  the  ministers:  but  the  para- 
mmh,  even  with  these  words,  imports  a 
Seciaiation  from  us,  that  it  would  have 
been  precipitate,  it  would  have  been 
rash,  to  have  involved  the  nation  in 
war  before  tiiis  time;  which  is  a  decla- 
ration we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  make, 
without  more  lights  than  we  have  at  pre- 
•ent  before  us  :  but  suppose  that  we  are 
convinced  of  the  truth  %i  this  declaration, 
what  are  we  then  to  do  ?  We  are  to  ac- 
knowledge his  Majesty'swisdom  and  good- 
ness, or  rather  the  wisdom  and  goodness 
of  his  ministers,  in  not  having  been  guilty 
of  a  rash  action ;  and  wheUier  such  an 


acknowledgment  be  consistent   with  the    thing  in  concert  with  us ;  which  are  sup* 


dignity  of  this  House,  or  even  with  com* 
.mon  sense,  I  must  leave  to  gentlemen  to 
judge? 

With  regard  to  the  other  Paragraph, 
4dlow  me  to  sum>ose.  Sir,  that  we  were  by 
the  Treaty  of  V  lenna,  or  oUierwise,  obliged 
in  honour  to  send  immediate  succours  to 
the  emperor,  would  it  not  look  very  odd  in 
,us,  to  make  our  acknowledgments  to  those 
who  advised  his  Majesty  to  interpose  only 
as  a  mediator,  when  he  was  in  honour 
obliged  to  engage  as  a  party  in  the  dis- 
pute I  liCt  me  suppose  agam,  that  there 
were  several  disputes  and  differences  sub- 
sisting between  this  nation  and  any  one  of 
the  parties  concerned  in  the  present  war, 
which  disputes  fmd  differences  we  had  no 
h(^>es  of  accommodating  in  a  friendly 
.manner ;  and  which  were  of  such  a  nature 
as  could  not  be  given  up,  without  injuring 
.both  the  honour  and  the  interest  of  the 
nation :  in  such  a  case,  could  we  have  had 
•  more  proper  opportunity  to  vindicate 
our  hcmour  and  our  just  rights?  and  if  so, 
can  we  make  any  acknowledgments  to 
those  who  have  advised  his  Majes^  not  to 
lay  hold  of  such  a  fair  opportunity  ?  Then, 
.as  to  our  concert  with  tne  Dutch,  whether 
there  has  been  any  such  or  not,  does 
Hot,  I  am  sure,  appear  from  any  public 
itep  thejr  have  taken ;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  make  our  acknowledg- 
ments on  that  account ;  I  hope,  however, 
it  is  so ;  I  hope  they  have  acted  in  every 
thing  in  concert  with  us,  as  well  as  we 
]miv«  done  with  thtm.    I  believe  it  is  their 


A.  f^  17S5.  [6M 

interest  as  #ell  as  oars  to  act  in  that  man* 
ner;  but  a  nation  may  mistake  its  own  in* 
terest,  and  therefore  I  may  suppose  that 
they  have  been  from  the  very  beginning  of 
this  war,  and  even  before  it  broke  out,  en#» 
gaged  in  a  separate  interest;  ,if  so,  can  wo 
make  any  acknowledgments  to  those  who 
have  advised  his  Majesty  to  concert  any 
measures  with  them?  All  these  suppo* 
sitions  may  be  true,  for  what  we  know; 
and  yet  by  agreeing  to  this  paragraph  we 
must  presume  every  one  of  them  to  be 
false,  otherwise  we  must  q>pear  to  be  in* 
consistent  with  ourselves* 

Thus,  Sir,  even  to  take  these  two  para* 
graphs  in  the  sense  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  put  upon  them,  we  must 
suppose  we  were  no  way  engaged,  either 
in  honour  or  interest,  to  take  a  share  in 
the  present  war;  that  it  would  have  been 
precipitate  and  rash  in  us  to  have  engaged 
m  it,  and  that  the  Dutch  are  engaged  in 
the  same  interest,  and  have  acted  in  every 


positions  we  have  not,  I  am  afraid,  any 
great  reason  to  make :  but  our  constitu- 
ents, the  people  who  sent  us  hither,  and 
whose  good  opinion  we  ouffht  to  preserve^ 
wiU  go  farther :  they  will,  nrom  these  two 
paragraphs  in  our  Address,  suppose,  that 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  ministers,  for 
prOcunng  peace  and  accommodatioii,  have 
been  wise  and  good;  that  the  plan  of 
peace  is  such  a  one  as  it  ought  to  oe,  and 
that  the  most  prudent  measures  have  been 
taken  to  make  it  efiectual ;  and  if  they 
should  afterwards  find  themselves  mistaken^ 
what  opinion  can  they  have  of  our  wisdom 
and  goodness  ?  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  but  a 
poor  excuse,  to  an  honest,  sincere  coun- 
try-gentleman, that  he  is  never  to  look 
for  sincerity  in  the  Addresses  of  this 
House,  and  that  we  never  mean  any  thing 
but  compliment  by  any  general  expres- 
sions in  tnem. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  I  think  it 
will  appear,  that  both  our  ignorance  and 
our  suspicions  are  good  arguments  against 
our  maldng  such  mgh  compliments  to  the 
ministers ;  for  it  is  upon  them  these  com- 
pliments are,  by  the  custom  of  parliament, 
presumed  to  be  bestowed:  his  Majesty 
nas  no  concern  in  the  debate,  and  there- 
fore we  may  treat  the  subject  with  the 
more  freedom.  Our  ignorance,  as  to  all 
our  late  transactions,  is  very  great,  and  if 
future  parliaments  should  be  always  of  the 
same  opinion  the  last  was  of,  we  are  like  to 
remain  for  ever  in  the  most  profound  ig« 
norance ;  for  I  did  not  hear  one  argument 
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made  use  of  in  the  last  parliament  against 
the  motions  then  made,  for  some  insight 
into  our  foreign  affiiirs,  but  what  wiU  for 
ever  be  as  strong  as  it  was  at  that  time: 
the  motions  then  made  were  not  for  a  dis- 
covery of  any  of  the  transactions  then 
«ipon  the  anvil :  these  motions  were  only 
for  some  papers,  relating  to  transactions 
that  had  been  quite  finished  several  yean, 
before ;  and  the  only  reason  I  heard  given 
for  refusmg  us  that  favour  was,  that  the 
publishing  of  such  papers,  the  discovering 
of  such  transactions,  might  open  old  sores, 
they  might  relate  some  way  or  another  to 
the  present  transactions,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  proper  they  should  be  laid  before 
us ;  nay,  we  were  not  so  much  as  allowed 
to  call  for  them,  in  order  to  have  had  that 
answer  from  his  Majesty,  ^om  whom  only  it 
was  proper  for  this  House  to  take  any  such 
answer.  At  this  rate,  Sir,  we  shall  never 
have  any  account  of  the  transactions  of 
any  minister  'till  some  new  favourite  starts 
,  up,  and  resolves  to  disgrace  his  predecessor 
by  exposing  the  wick^lness  or  the  folly  of 
bis  conduct. 

That  our  late  conduct  has  not  been  quite 
BO  prudent  is,  I  am  sure,  very  much  sus- 
pected by  the  generality  of  the  nation, 
whatever  it  may  be  by  the  majority  of  this 
House.  We  have  been  long  amused,  Sir, 
we  had  a  great  deal  of  patience,  but 
It  is  not.  Sir,  that  sort  of  people,  meant  by 
^e  honourable  gentlemen,  wno  have  been 
so  amused :  it  is  not  the  disaffected,  the 
enemies  to  his  Majesty's  family  and  the 
presenthappy  estabhshment,whohave  been 
obliged  to  have  patience ;  no.  Sir,  such 
men  are,  I  believe,  glad  to  see  such  mea- 
sures pursued :  it  is  those  who  are  well  af- 
fected towards  his  Majesty,  those  who  are 
real  friends  to  the  present  establishment, 
who  have  been  lately  amused,  and  it  must 
be  acknowledged  tney  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  patience.  That  the  nation  has 
been  af&onted,  that  our  trade  has  been  in- 
terrupted, that  our  merchants  have  been 
plundered,  and  our  seamen  most  cruelly 
used,  are  facts  not  to  be  controverted. 
Whether  they  have  proceeded  from  the 
ambitious  projects  ot  foreign  courts,  or 
from  the  blunders  of  some  of  our  own  peo- 
ple at  home,  is  a  question  this  House 
ought  to  look  into ;  and  for  that  purpose 
we  ou^t  to  insist  upon  having  all  neces- 
sary lights  laid  before  us.  But  for  the 
present,  I  shall  suppose,  that  they  have 
all  jproceeded  from  tiie  ambitious  projects 
oftoreign  courts:  what  satisfaction  then 
hove  we  obtained  for  the  insults  and  indig- 
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nities  we  have  suffered  ?  What  reparation 
have  our  merchants  got  for  the  losses  th^ 
have  sustained  ?  Is  wis  naticm  brought  so 
low,  that  we  must  submit  to  sufier,  to  be 
disturbed,  by  the  ambitious  projects  of  fo- 
reign courts,  without  daring  once  to  insist 
upon  an  adeouate  satisfaction,  a  Aillre^ 
paration  ?  I  hope  not,  Sir ;  and  'till  an 
adequate  satisfaction,  and  full  reparation 
be  obtained,  I  shall  not  be  ready  to  agree 
to  pass  compliments  upon  our  late  ccMKuict. 
If  we  have  met  with  so  few  or  so  small 
disturbances,  if  our  trade  has  so  greatly 
increased,  what  advantage  hath  the  public 
reaped  from  the  happy  state  we  have  been 
in  ?  What  part  of  the  public  debts  have  we 
disdiarged  r  What  taxes  have  we  relieved 
die  people  from  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  we  have 
been  for  so  many  years  in  such  a  happy 
state,  a  gr^at  part  of  our  debts  might  have 
been  discharged,  and  several  of  our  most 
grievous  taxes  taken  off.  Biit  the  ^t  is 
otherwise ;  we  have  been  every  year  keep- 
ing up  great  armies,  fitting  out  great  fleets, 
and  putting  the  nation  to  a  vast  expence. 
In  short.  Sir,  we  have  been  for  these  several 
years  in  a  very  odd  sort  of  state ;  we  have 
nad  war  without  hostilities,  and  peace 
without  quiet;  and  while  the  nation  con- 
tinues in  the  same  mongrel  sort  of  state, 
shall  this  House  pass  high  compliments  on 
the  conduct  of  our  ministers  ? 

To  pretend,  Sir,  that  the  Amendment 
offered  will  shew  a  diffidence  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's conduct,  is  to  tell  this  House,  that 
we  must  never  recommend  any  measures 
to  our  sovereign,  or  rather  to  the  ministers 
of  our  sovereign  ;  which  is  a  maxim  no 
member  of  this  House  will,  I  hope,  admit 
of.  Surely,  Sir,  we  are  not  to  neglect  our 
duty  to  our  country,  or  to  our  King,  for 
fear  of  giving  foreign  courts  cause  to 
think  that  we  have  a  diffidence  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's conduct :  such  surmises  we  are  al- 
ways to  disregard,  even  though  the  nation 
were  in  much  greater  danger  than  it  is  at 
present ;  and  for  this  we  have  many  pre- 
cedents, but  one  I  shall  take  notice  o€p 
which  I  think  directly  to  the  point.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted,  that  in  the  year 
1702  this  nation  was  in  greater  dangar 
than  it  can  be  supposed  at  present ;  we  had 
then  actually  declared  war  against  France 
and  Spain,  who  had  at  that  time  in  sdliance 
with  tnem  the  king  of  Portugal,  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  and  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  whCTe- 
as  we  had  none  but  the  emperor  and  the 
Dutch ;  yet  in  that  year  this  House  not 
only  recommended  to  the  late  queen,  to 
prevail  with  the  Dutch  to  prohibit  trade 
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with  France  and  Spain ;  bat  actually  made 
it  one  of  the  conditions  oi  the  power  they 
ga^e  her  to  augment  her  forces,  and  that 
no  foreign  troops  she  should  take  into  her 
service,  should  enter  into  English  pay  till 
that  condition  was  complied  with.  1  do 
not  doubt  but  the  House  was  then  told, 
that  audi  a  recommendation,  much  more 
auch  a  condition  annexed'  to  this  grant, 
would  shew  a  mistrust  in  her  Maiesty's 
conduct ;  but  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
do  soy  and  therefore  they  bad  no  regard  to 
such  insinuattona ;  and  we  all  know,  that 
their  behaviour  was  att^ided  with  no  bad 
consequence. 

The  balance  of  power  in  Europe  is  cer- 
tainly of  as  much  consequence  to  other 
nations  as  it  is  to  this ;  and  when  it  comes 
to  be  reaUy  in  danger,  it  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned but  we  shall  find  other  powers  as 
ready  to  join  with  us  as  we  are  to  join  with 
them,  for  its  preservation ;    and  unless  we 
shew  too  much  readiness  to  bear  all  the 
expence,  it  is  also  certain,  that  those  who 
are  in  equal  danger  will  never  refuse  to  bear 
their  proportionable  share  of  the  expence. 
But  it  ever  this  nation  should  set  i(self  up 
as  the  Don  Quixote  of  Europe,  we  may 
then  expect  that  most  of  the  powers  of  £u- 
r(K>e,  who  are  not  immediately  attacked, 
wul  leave  the  whole  burden  upon  us ;  and 
this,  I  am  a&aid,  is  too  much  the  case  at 
present ;  for  as  our  neighbours  the  Dutch 
are  more  exposed  to  the  danger  than  we 
are,  I  must  conclude  from  their  inactivity, 
tiiat  either  they  do  not  think  the  balance  of 
power  in  danger,  or  otherwise  we  have 
giv^n  them  room  to  believe  that  we  will 
take  \ipon  us  the  defence  of  this  balance, 
without  putting  them  to  any  trouble  or 
expence ;  and  tor  thiis  reason  I  think  it  is 
become  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  give 
some  such  recdlomiendations  to  his  Ma- 
jesty^ as  is  pr<^osed  by  this  Amendment, 
in  order  to  convince  the  world,  that  we 
:are  resolved  not  to  set  ourselves  up  as  the 
dopes  of  Europe.    Such  a  resolution  can 
subject  us  to  no  dependency,  because  it  is 
-a  resolution  we  can  alter  whenever  we  have 
a  mind ;  for  if  such  a  case  i^ould  happen, 
•as  it  is  hardly  possible  it  ever  will,  that 
jnostof  the  nations  in  Europe  should  re- 
solveto  look  tamely  on,  and  see  the  balance 
of  power  quite  overturned,  I  should  then 
think  it  the  duty  and  the  honour  of  this 
'nation,  rather  to  play  the  Don  Quixote  of 
£urope,  than  to  see  our  own  liberties  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  ruins  of  those  of  our  neigh- 
bours. 
\    Then  the  question  being  put  for  agree* 
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ing  to  the  Amendment,  it  passed  in  the 
negative  by  265  to  185. 

The  Commons^  Address  (rf  Thanh,'] 
Whereupon  the  Address  was  agreed  to  as 
follows; 

"  Most  gradous  Sovereign ; 

"  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  lo 
return  our  humblest  Thanks,  for  your  Ma- 
jesty*8  most  gracious  Speech  from  *  the 
throne ;  and  to  acknowledge,  in  the  moit 
grateful  manner,  your  Majesty's  tender  arid 
affectionate  concern  for  the  welfare  of  yotir 
people,  in  steadily  pursuing  such  measures 
as  have  tended  towards  peace  aiid  acconl- 
modation,  rather  than  to  involve  too  pre- 
cipitately this  kingdom,fchd  all  Europe,  in 
a  general  and  bloody  war.  ? 

"  Among  so  many  differing  interests 
and  contending  powers  engaged  in  the 
present  war,  it  is  your  Majesty's  wisdoin 
and  goodness  alone,  which  could  have  Se- 
cured to  us  our  present  happy  situation  ; 
and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  could  never 
appear  with  greater  honour  and  lustre, 
than  by  your  Majesty's  interposing  your 
good  offices  between  the  contending  par- 
ties :  and  as  they  have  received  them  with 
due  respect,  we  caiinot  but  hope,  their  own 
prudence  will  help  to  complete  so  desurabl« 
a  work. 

**  It  is  our  duty,  and  we  beg  leave  to 
express  the  greatest  gratitude  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, for  the  care  and  concern,  whieh 
must  have  attended  your  unwearied  en- 
deavours, both  in  beginning  and  carrying 
on  these  good  offices,  which  baing  ac- 
cepted, have  brought  things  to  so  great  a 
forwardness,  that  a  plan,  in  concert  with 
the  States  General,  may  in  a  ^ort  time  be 
offered  to  the  consideration  cf  all  tihle 
powers  lengagcd  in  the  war  ;  which,  not- 
withstanding the  great  difficulties  that  must 
attend  so  great  a  work,  may  serve  for  the 
basis  of  a  general  negotiation  of  peac^, 
consistent  with  the  honour  and  interest  df 
all  parties,  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of 
time,  and  the  present  situation  of  affiurs 
will  permit. 

^*  if  these  measures,  concerted  for  the 
common  repose  and  tranquillity  of  all  Eu- 
rope, should  unhappily  meet  with  any  dis- 
appointment, your  Majesty's  wisdom  and 
care  must  be  acknowledged  to  have  de* 
served  that  saccess,  which  the  wisest  conn* 
sels  cannot  always  command.  But,  what- 
ever the  event  may  be,  we  beg  leave  to 
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assure  your  Majesty,  that  this  House  wOl 
cheerfully  and  effis^ually  raise  such  sup- 
pliesy  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  honour 
and  security  of  your  Majesty  and  these 
kingdoms,  and  enable  your  Majesty  to  act 
that  part,  which  honour,  and  justice,  and 
the  true  interest  of  your  people  shall  call 
upon  your  Majesty  to  undertake.'' 

The  Kina^*   Anm^.']     His  Majesty 
made  the  following  Answer: 
"  Gentlemen, 

*'  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  duti- 
ful and  loyal  Address.  I  depend  entirely 
upon  your  fidelity  and  affection,  and  your 
due  regard  to  the  public  welfare,  that  I 
shall  be  supported  in  such  measures,  as  I 
may  be  obliged  to  pursue.  And  you  may 
be  assured,  that  the  honour  and  interest  of 
my  crown  and  people  shall  be  the  rule  and 
guide  of  all  my  actions  and  resolutions." 

Sounding  Order  relating  to  the  Qjualifica- 
tionsqf Members,']  Februarys.  The  Com- 
mons resolved,  ^*  That  on  the  petition  of  any 
elector  or  electors  for  any  county,  city,  or 
place,  sending  members  to  parliament,  com- 

,  i^aining  of  an  undue  election  and  return'; 
and  alledging,  that  some  other  person  was 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned ;  the  sitting  member,  so  complained 
of,  may  demand,  and  examine  into,  the 

^  qualification  of  such  person,  so  alledged  to 
be  duly  elected,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 

.aueh  person  had  himself  petitioned." 
Ordered,  <<  That  the  said  Resolution  be 

ideclared  to  be  a  Standing  Order  of  die 
House." 

Debate  in  the  Commone  on  the  Number  of 
.  Seamen  Jar  the  Year  17S5.1  February  7. 
The  House  being  in  a  grand  Committee  on 
the  Supply,  a  Motion  was  made.  That 
90,000  nnsn  be  employed  for  the  Sea-Ser- 
vice for  the  ensuing  year :  but  some  mem- 
bers declaring  that  they  thought  ^,000 
men  sufficient,  a  .great  debate  ensued ; 
and  the  motion  for  80,000  men  was  sup- 
ported by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe  as  follows : 

Mr,  Speaker ;  With  respect  to  the  Ques- 
tion now  before  us,  I  hope  no  gentleman 
expects,  that  for  his  satisfaction  his  Ma- 
.  jesty  should  be  obliged  to  disclose  to  this 
.  House  all  the  secrets  of  his  government, 
.  all  the  negotiations  he  is  now  carrying  on 
with  foreign  powers,  and  all  the  private 
.  informations  he  may  have  received,  in  re- 
.  lation  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the  se- 
veral powers  now  engaged  in  war:   nor 


can  it  be  expected  that  hii  Majas^  should 
now  declare  positively  to  us  what  he  is  re- 
solved to  do,  in  rehition  to  his  engaging  or 
not  engagmg  in  the  present  war :  if  an^ 
such  thi^  could  be  done,  I  believe  it 
would  very  soon  put  an  end  to  the  oues- 
tion,  but  no  such  thing  has  ever  yet  oeen 
practised,  nor  has  this  House  everthou^^ 
such  a  practice  necessary,  for  inducing 
them  to  agree  to  any  demand  made  bv  the 
crown,  and  I  hope  it  never  will.  For  if 
ever  this  should  come  to  be  thought  neces- 
sary, it  would  lay  this  naticm  under  a  very 
great  disadvantage ;  because  it  cannot  ^m- 
expected  that  wlurt;  is  once  disclosed,  in 
such  a  numerous  assembly,  should  continue 
long  a  secret ;  from  whence  this  inconve- 
nience would  necessarily  ensue^  that  fo> 
reign  powers  might,  at  all  times,  proceed 
wim  great  secrecy  in  their  meiisuresy  fiar 
the  destruction  or  disturbance  of  this  na- 
tion,  while  we  could  do  nothing  to  annoy 
our  enemies,  nor  even  be  provided  for  our 
own  defence,  but  in  the  most  open  and 
public  manner.  Nay,  if  our  king  should 
at  any  time  get  information  of  the  detignt 
of  our  enemies,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
discover  to  this  House,  that  is  to  say,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  tell  our  enemies,  ficom 
whom  he  had  that  information,  and  on 
such  a  supposition,  it  is  certain  no  infor- 
mation would  ever  be  given  to  us;  wet 
could  never  know  any  thing  of  the  secret 
designs  of  our  enemies,  till  the  very  moment  • 
of  their  execution  ;  and  therefore  we  most 
conclude,  that  such  a  maxim  in  this  House 
would  be  absolutely  inconsistent  with  tim 
mfety  of  our  country.  For  this  reason  we  ^ 
must,  in  the  present  case,  and  m  all  sudi 
cases,  take  tne  argument  entirely  fn^a 
what  appears  in  his  Majesty's  Speedi,  and 
from  those  public  accounts,  which  are  known 
to  every  gentleman  in  the  House.  Upon 
this  footing.  Sir,  and  upon  none  other, 
shall  I  presume  to  ^ve  my  reasons  for 
agreeing  to  the  augmentation  proposed ; 
and,  indeed,  upon  this  footing  the  reasons 
are,  in  my  opinion,  so  evident  and  so 
strong,  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  bs- 
quiring  into  any  secrets,  in  order  to  find 
other  reasons  for  our  agreeing  to  this  aug- 
mentation. From  what  has  as  yet  ap* 
peared  we  are  not,  it  is  true,  obliged  to 
engage  in  the  present  war  ;  for  as  the 
motives,  or  at  least  the  pretended  motives 
of  the  war,  relate  entirely  to  the  afiair  of 
Poland  ;  and  as  that  is  an  afiair  in  which 
the  interest  of  this  nation  is  no  way  con« 
cemed,  we  are  not  obliged  to  engage  ia 
the  war  updn  that  account  x  the  enqperot 
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bas^  indeed,  caUed  upon  us  for  the  suc- 
coursy  whidi  he  pretend*  are  stipulated  by 
the  treatiessubsistingbetween  us;  but  as  we 
are  not,  by  any  treaty,  engaged  to  support 
either  one  party  or  other  in  Poland,  or  to 
aapport  his  Imperial  Majesty  in  his  Tiews 
relating  to  that  kingdom,  theFefore  we  do 
not  think  ourselves  obliged,  by  any  treaty 
subsisting  between  us,  to  furnish  him  wim 
succours  in  a  war,  which  has  been  occa- 
sioned, as  is  pretended  at  least,  merely  by 
the  present  dilute  about  the  election  of  a 
king  of  Poland*  If  we  were  absolutely 
certain,  that  the  motives  assigned  were  the 
real  and  the  only  motives  for  the  present 
war ;  i£  we  had  a  full  assurance  tnat  the 
parties  engaged  would  carry  their  views  no 
rartfaer,  I  should  readily  ^rant  that  there 
would  have  been  no  occasion  for  our  put- 
ting ourselves  to  any  expence,  nor  would 
there  be  now  any  necessity  for  the  aug- 
mentation prqKMed ;  but  this  is  what  we 
neither  could  at  the  beginning,  nor  can  yet 
depend  on.  Foreign  courts  may  have 
secret  views  which  cannot  be  immediately 
discovered ;  but  his  Majesty,  by  o&ring 
to  interpose  his  good  offices,  has  taken  the 
most  effectual  method  for  discovering  the 
secret  views  of  all  the  parties  concerned ; 
and  if,  by  the  interposition  of  his  good  of- 
fices he  should  discover,  that  either  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  war  will  accept  of  no 
reasonable  terms,  we  may  from  thence 
conclude,  that  the  a£bir  of  Poland  was  not 
the  only  and  real  motive  for  the  war ;  but 
that  under  that  pretence  there  was  a  design 
ftrmed  to  overturn  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe;  in  which  case  we  should  be 
obliged,  both  in  honour  and  interest,  as 
well  as  by  treaty,  not  only  to  take  a  share 
in  the  war,  but  to  join  with  all  our  force ' 
against  that  party,  who  we  found  had 
formed  such  a  design. 
'  In  the  formation  of  every  design  for 
overturning  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  the  party  that  forms  it  must  not 
only  have  great  ambition,  but,  bdPore  he 
dares  attempt  to  put  it  in  execution,  he 
must  have  some  hopes  of  success :  the  am- 
bition of  our  neighbours.  Sir,  is  what  we 
cannot  prevent,  but  we  may,  by  proper 
precautions  seasonably  taken,  deprive  them 
of  all  hopes  of  success  ;  and  by  so  doing 
we  shall ,  always  prevent  their  attempting 
to  put  their  design  in  execution.  From 
this  maxim  we  may  see  the  wisdom  of  the 
Measures  taken  last  year  :  his  Majesty  did 
sot  find  himself  obliged  to  take  any  share 
in  the  war,  but  as  the  ambition  of  either 
cf  the  parties  eng^tged  might  at  last  involve 


this  nation  in  the  war ;  therefore  he  offers 
ed  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  bring- 
ing about  an  accommodation :  Whatever 
might  have  been  the  views  of  the  parties 
engaged  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  yet 
upon  seeing  this  nation  put  itself  in  such  a 
posture  of  defence,  they  all  thought  pro- 
per to  drop  any  ambitious  views  they  might 
then  entertain,  by  accepting  of  the  ^ood  of- 
fices his  Majesty  had  offered:  their  ready 
compliance  in  this  respect,  can  be  attributed 
to  nothing  but  the  preparations  we  made  last 
year,  and  th^  powers  that  were  granted  by 
last  session  of  parliament  to  his  Majesty  ; 
for  by  these  we  deprived  them  of  all  hopes 
of  succeeding  in  any  of  their  ambitious 
views.  It  was  this,  sir,  that  produced  an 
acceptance  of  the  good  offices  his  Majes- 
ty had  ofiered ;  and  if  we  should  slacken 
in  our  measures,'  if  we  should  discontinue 
our  prepar^ons,  it  would  render  us  deq>i- 
cable  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  parties  engaged 
in  war,  and  would  consequently  disappoint 
the  good  effects  we  have  reason  to  expect 
from  that  acceptation.  At  the  beginning 
of  last  session  it  was  very  well  known,  that^ 
the  French  were  fitting  out  a  large  squad- 
ron at  Brest,  and  were  providing  transports 
and  a  land-army  to  be  sent  alone  with  that 
squadron,  under  pretence  of  relieving 
Dantzick.  In  sucn  a  situation,  Sir,  I 
^ould  have  thought  those,  who  had  the 
honour  to  advise  me  King,  very  imprudent 
or  very  unfaidiful  counsellors,  if  tney  had 
not  advised  him  to  put  the  nation  immedi- 
ately into  a  state  of  defence ;  for  though  it 
was  probable,  neither  the  French  nor  any 
other  power  would  attack  us  while  we  con- 
tinue neutral,  yet  it  is  certain  it  was  then 
and  always  will  be,  very  much  the 
French  interest  to  have  this  nation  of  its 
side  ;  and  if  they  had  then  seen,  or  should 
upon  any  such  occasion  see,  tha(  it  would 
be  easy  to  overturn  our  government,  by 
our  not  being  sufficiently  provided  for  de- 
fence, and  could,  by  overturning  our  go- 
vernment, get  numbers  of  thb  nation  to 
join  with  them,  it  would  then  have  been, 
and  always  will  be,  worth  their  while  to 
make  the  attempt ;  therefore,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  nation, 
we  ought  always  to  be  upon  our  gultrd,  and 
ought  to  make  some  aaditional  provision 
for  our  defence,  when  any  o€  our  neigh- 
bours are  fitting  out  large  squadrons,  which 
may  possibly  be  made  use  of  to  attack  or 
invade  this  nation.  This,  Sir,  was  the 
reason,  and  this  was  then,  I  diink,  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  his  Majesty's  desiring 
20,000  men  the  test  session  ot  parliameat. 
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lor  sea  senrice  ;  but  from  what  has  since 
happened  this  reason  seems  to  hare  gather- 
ed a  little  more  weight ;  for  though  there 
was  no  particular  reason  to  suspect,  that 
the  French  squadron  was  designed  against 
us,  vet  there  was  no  other  place  in  the 
world  for  which  it  could  be  designed,  ex- 
cept Dantzick  ;  and  whether  it  was  de- 
signed for  Dantzick,  or  not,  it  is  certain  it 
did  not  f  o  to  Dantzick  ;  for  we  ail  know 
it  continued  at  Brest  the  whole  summer. 
After  the  last  session  of  Parliament  had 
agreed  to  the  20,000  seamen  desired  by 
his  Majesty,  he  had  an  account,  that  be- 
sides the  squadron  fittmg  out  at  Brest,  both 
the  French  and  the  Spaniards  had  given 
orders  for  fitting  out  all  their  ships  ofwar, 
lying  in  any  of  their  ports,  from  Toulon 
round  to  Brest ;  from  whence  his  Majesty, 
with  great  reason,  thought  it  absoiuteir 
necessary  to  make  a  farther  addition  to  hts 
naval  force ;  for  which  purpose  he  applied 
to  his  parliament  for  a  power  to  do  so ; 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  granted 
him  upon  that  application,  he  has  since 
made  an  addition  of  7,000  men  to  the  sea 
service,  so  that  our  present  naval  establish- 
ment consists  of  27,000  men ;  7,000  of 
which  must  be  reduced,  if  we  should  agree 
to  grant  but  20,000 seamen  forthe  ensuing 
year. 

Having  thus.  Sir,  laid  the  present  state 
of  our  naval  force  before  you,  let  us  consi- 
der the  present  state  of  the  affiurs  of  Eu- 
rope, the  circumstances  our  neighbours 
are  in,  the  circumstances  we  are  in  our- 
aelves.  As  to  the  afeirs  of  Europe,  it  is 
certain  they  seem  to  be  in  no  less  danger- 
ous state  than  they  were  last  year;  his 
Majesty's  good  offices  are,  indeed,  ac- 
cepted of,  but  that  acceptation  has  not  as 
yet  produced  the  wished  for  effect,  nor 
can  it  be  expected  it  should,  if  his  Majesty 
should ,  appear  to  be  less  powerful  when 
he  comes  to  offer  terms  of  peace,  than  he 
was  when  he  made  the  offer  of  his  good 
offices;  we  cannot  therefore,  from  the 
present  state  of  the  aflSiirs  of  Europe, 
draw  any  argument  for  diminishing  our 
naval  force.  Then  as  to  the  circumstances 
of  our  neighbours,  it  is  very  certain,  tliat 
not  only  all  the  ships  of  war,  fitted  out 
.  either  by  the  Frencn  or  Spaniards,  are 
continued  in  commisssion  ;  but  both  tliese 
nations  are  with  the  utmost  application 
rebuilding  and  repairing  every  ship  of 
force  they  have  in  their  dommions,  and 
are  besides  building  new  ships  ofwar  as  fest 
as  they  can :  from  whehce  1  think  it  is  evi- 
«le9t,  that  inst^d  of  making  any  reduc- 
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tion  of  the  naval  force  we  had  last  year, 
we  ought  to  make  some  addition,  and  the 
addition  proposed,  whidi  is  properly  but 
8,000  men,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  least  that 
can  be  thought  of. 

This,  Sir,  must  be  thought  still  more 
reasonable,  if  we  consider  our  own  particu- 
lar circumstances,  and  the  difficulty  there 
is  of  getting  our  seamen  together  after 
they  are  once  dispersed*  In  countries 
where  absolute  and  arbitraiy  government 
prevails,  they  have  all  their  seamen  rois- 
tered, and  they  always  know  where  they 
may  find  them  when  they  have  eccasion 
for  them.  Their  seamen,  as  well  as. their 
other  subjects,  are  under  a  sort^  of  martial 
discipline,  they  cannot  absent  themselves 
without  a  furlough,  and  they  must  remain 
absent  no  longer  than  their  furlough  gives 
them  leave ;  by  which  means  the  govern- 
ment always  knows  what  number  they  may 
d^nd  on  upon  any  emergency.  But  in 
this  happy  country,  where  every  private 
man  enjoys  his  full  liberty,  we  cannot  com- 
mand our  seamen  to  stay  at  home,  nor 
can  we  call  them  home  when  we  have  a 
mind ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
which  every  one  knows  we  found  last  sum- 
mer, to  man  the  fleet  then  ^tted  oiit,  yet 
it  was  computed  there  were  at  least  11,000 
Britisli  sailors  employed  all  \aifii  summer, 
on  board  of  British  ^ps  in  the  service  of 
foreigners^  either  as  transports  ^r  as 
trading  sliips.  In  this  country  we  never 
have  any  way  of  providing  sauors  for  our 
fleet,  upon  any  sudden  emergency,  but  by 
impressing  those  seamen  we  find  by  chance 
at  home,  or  upon  our  own  coasts ;  and  this 
method  is  always  attended  with  so  many 
inconveniences,  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
our  being  at  any  time  reduced  to  uiat  ne- 
cessity, every  man  who  has  a  due  regard 
to  the  liberty  and  *  the  happiness  of  die 
subject  must  agree,  that  we  ought,  upon 
every  occasion,  to  begin  early  to  provide 
against  any  danger  we  fhink  we  have  rea- 
.  son  to  apprehend. 

In  ail  the  measures  we  have  hitherto 
taken,  relating  to  the  present  war,  our  an- 
cient and  natural  allies,  the  Dutch,  have 
cordially  joined  with  us  in  every  thin^. 
They  jokied  heartily  with  his  Majesty,  m 
offering  their  good  offices  for  composing 
the  present  unhappy  differences  in  Europe, 
and  they  have  likewise  joined  his  Majesty 
in  concerting  a  proper  plan  for  a  pacifica- 
tion. It  may  perhaps  be  insinuated,  that 
they  have  put  themselves  to  no  expence 
on  account  of  the  4>re8ent  war ; .  but  this  is 
neither  a  just  nor  a  true  insinuatioa;  for 
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it  is  very  wen  known,  that  before  this  war 
brdce  out,  they  had  resohred  to  hare  made  a 
Tery  considerable  reduction  of  their  land- 
ibrces.  Every  one  knows,  that  soon  after 
the  peace .  of  Utrecht  thev  reduced  their 
army  to  82,000  men,  and  for  several  yeard 
after  they  kept  it  at  that  number;  but 
upoi^  a  change  which  happened  in  the 
arairs  of  Europe,  they  augmented  it  again 
So  52,000  men,  and  at  that  time  we  hke- 
wiae  found  it  necessary  to  increase  our 
army  to  26,000inen.  Tho^war  with  which 
Burope  was  then  4Jireatened  was  happily 
prevented;  and  as  soon  as  it  was,  we  im* 
Biediately.  began  to  reduce  our  army ;  we 
reduced  at  first  5,000,  and  soon  after 
3,000,  of  the  number  we  had  increased  it 
to ;  but  the  Dutch  made  at  that  time  no 
reduction;  they  never  thought  of  making 
any  reduction  till  the  very  year  before  the 
pesent  war  broke  out ;  then  indeed,  a  re- 
solution was  actually  taken  in  some  of  the 
provinces  to  reduce  10,000,  and  that  was 
looD  to  have  been  followed  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  another  10,000,  ih  order  to  have 
brou^t  their  army  to  its  former  standard 
of  32,000  men ;  and  both  these  reductions 
have  been  put  ofl^  merely  on  account  of 
the  present  war.  So  that,  to  speak  pro- 
perly, they  have  put  diemselves  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  maintaining  20,000  men  ever 
since  the  war  began ;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  if  they  have  made  no 
addition  to  their  fleet,  especially  if  we  con- 
aider,  that  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being 
attacked  by  sea,  and  the  bm  condition 
their  navy  happens  to  be  in  at  present, 
which  is  occasioned  by  the  vast  expence 
they  were  put  to  during  the  late  war,  in 
which  they  were  obliged  to  maintain  a 
much  greater  number  of  land  forces  than 
we  mamtainod,  and  were  farther  obliged 
to  be  at  the  expence  of  all  the  sieges  uiat 
were  undertaken  during  the  war. 

The  Dutch,  it  is  true.  Sir,  condnded  a 
treaty  of  neutrality  with  France,  with  re- 
^d  to  the  Austrian  Nedieriands ;  but  it 
IS  not  freni  dience  to  be  concluded,  that 
they  are  engaged  in  any  interest  separate 
from  us.  They  were  no  way  concerned 
in  the  afiair  of  Poland,  no  more  than  we : 
if  their  barrier  was  secured,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  power  not  brought  in  any  danger, 
they  had  good  reason  to  think  themselves 
no  way  concerned  in  the  war;  the  first 
they  provided  for  by  their  treaty  of  neu- 
trauty,  and  the  last  could  be  in  no  danger, 
as  long  as  the  parties  engaged  in  war  con- 
fined their  views  to  what  they  then  pubjidy 
detiared ;  but  if  either  of  th^n^  should  be- 


gin to  extend  their  views,  and  thereby 
bring  the  balance  of  power  into  danger,  the 
Dutch  would  be  then  at  liberty,  and  would 
certainly  do  what  was  incumbent  upon 
Uiem  in  such  a  conjuncture ;  and  till  that 
conjimcture  happens,  we  can  have  no 
more  concern  in  the  war  than  they ;  nay 
farther,  in  the  concluding  of  that  treaty  of 
neutrality,  so  careful  were  the  iDutgh  to 
preserve  to  themselves  a  liberty  of  doing 
afterwards  what  they  should  mid  proper ; 
tiiat  by  an  express  provision  in  the  treaty, 
they  nave  reserved  to  themselves  a  power 
of  sending  the  stipulated  succours  to  the 
emperor,  in  case  they  should  £uid  it  neces- 
sary go  to  do. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  that  the  Dutch  are 
so  far  from  having  follen  into  any  mea- 
sures separate  from  us,  that  they  have  con- 
tinued a  heavy  charge  upon  Uiemselves, 
in  order  to  be  ready  to  join  with  us  in  any 
measure  that  may  hereafter  appear  neces- 
sary, for  preservmg  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe ;  and  for  that  reason,  as  well  as 
a  great  many  others,  I  think,  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  put  ourselves  in  such 
a  condition,  as  may  enable  us  to  act  that 
which  Great  Britain  ought  to  undertake 
in  the  glorious  cause  of  preserving  and  se- 
curing the  liberties  of  Europe. 

In  opposition  to  the  above  Motion,  and 
to  shew  the  suffidency  of  20,000  men  for 
the  Sea-Service,  sir  John  Barnard,  sir 
William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteny,  sir  Jo- 
seph Jekvll,  and  Mr.  Willimot,  Member 
for  London,  urged  the  following  argu- 
ments: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  believe  it  was  never  pre- 
tended to  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim  in  this 
House,  Uiat,  in  order  to  induce  us  to 
agree  to  the  'demands  made  by  the 
crown,  the  king  was  obliged  todisdose  to  us 
all  the  secrets  of  his  government ;  but  when 
we  are  to  lay  heavy  taxes  upon  the  people 
we  represent,  I  must  think  some  other  rea- 
sons ought  to  be  given  us  than  those  we 
meet  with  in  public  gazettes,  and  common 
news-papers ;  such  accounts  I  shall  always 
think  below  the  notice  of  a  British  House 
of  Commons ;  but  since  we  have  at  pre-, 
sent  none  other  before  us,  I  shall  conde- 
scend, or  rather  beg  leave,  to  argue  from 
sudi  informations,  as  well  as  the  gentlemen 
who  seem  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion : 
however,  I  hope,  thb  practice  will  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent,  for  I  shall  dways 
think  it  inconsistent  with  the  honour  of 
this  House,  and  with  the  duty  we  owe  to 
our  constituents;    we  ought   never   to 
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ffrocmd  our  opinions  upon  any  informationBy 
but  8uch  as  we  receive  directly  from  the 
throne,  or  such  as  are  laid  before  us  in  the 
most  solemn  manner ;  and  if  in  any  case 
we  ought  to  be  cautious  in  this  respect,  it 
ought  surely  to  be  in  matters,  which  may 
any  way  relate  to  the  loading  the  subject 
with  taxes. 

As  no  account  has  been  laid  before  us 
•f  any  of  our  late  treaties  or  negotiations; 
as  we  have  had  no  account  how  this  nation 
•lands  engaged,  with  respect  to  either  of 
the  parties  now  at  war,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  argument  now  before  us  must  be  taken 
up  entirely  upon  the  footing  of  his  Majes- 
ty's speech,  and  of  those  public  accounts, 
which  every  man  knows  wno  is  a  member 
ef  any  coffee-boijfee  club,  as  well  as  every 
gentleman  who  has  the  honour  to  be  a 
member  of  this  House.  If  we  look  into 
his  Majesty's  ipeedi,  we  there  find  that 
he  has  not  yet  engaged  himself  any  way 
but  by  his  good  offices,  for  reconciling  the 
differences  at  present  subsisting  in  Europe: 
from  his  Majesty's  speech  it  cannot  there* 
fore  be  pretended,  that  we  are  now  in  any 
greater  danger  than  we  were  last  year, 
unless  these  good  offices  have  been  em- 
ployed in  such  a  blundering  way,  by  those 
jiis  Majesty  has  entrusted,  as  to  make  us 
parties  in  the  dispute  which  I  hope  no 
man  in  the  least  suspects ;  and  therefore, 
from  his  Majesty's  speech,  there  cannot 
be  drawn  any  show  of  an  argument  for  the 
augmentation  proposed. 

The  argument  then.  Sir,  must  rest 
wbolly  upon  the  accounts  we  have  from 
public  gazettes  and  news-mongers ;  apd  if 
any  credit  can  be  given  to  such  informa- 
tions, I  must  now  think,  as  indeed  I  have 
dways  thought,  that  20,000  seamen  were 
ttiore  than  sufficient  for  the  service  of  this 
nation  last  year;  for  considering  that  those 
from  whom  we  have  any  thing  to  fear  by 
aea,  were  then  deeply  engaged  in  war,  it 
could  not  be  supposed  that  they  would  in- 
iult  or  invade  us,  unless  they  had  found 
lliat  we  were  to  haveengaged  against  them. 
I  shall  grant,  that  it  would  have  been  very 
much  for  the  interest  of  France  to  have 
bad  this  nation  join  with  them ;  but  con- 
sidering the  great  standing  army  we  then 
had  in  Britain  and  Irehnd,  considering 
tile  number  of  ships  we  then  had  in  com- 
mission, and  considering  how  generaUy 
well  affected  this  nation  is  to  the  present 
happy  establiphment,  can  we  suppose  that 
France  would  have  attempted  to  overturn 
•ur  government  with  a  squadron  of  18  or 
iO  meaofwar»  and  an  wnay  ol ^ot  5  ve^ 
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giments ;  when  by  maldnc  waA  atteaipt 
and  fiuling  in  it,  they  would  have  dnura 
the  highest  resentment  of  this  nation  upon 
themselves;  and  that  a  time  when  taey 
were  deeply  engaged  in  war  with  another 
{>ower,  and  when  without  such  a  provoca- 
tion they  had,  in  all  iqppearance,  nothing 
to  fear  from  this  nation  >  ApprehensioDf 
founded  upon  such  odd  suppositions  can 
never  be  wanting ;  and  it  this  House 
should  give  way  to  such  i^prehensiou, 
we  musl  never  expect  to  be  relieved  fram 
the  load  of  debts  and  taxes  we  now  graaQ 
under. 

But,  Sir,  we  had  the  last  year  so  littis 
reason  to  fear  that  France  had  any  dei^ 
against  us,  that  it  was  certain,  their  fleet 
which  was  fitted  out  at  Brest,  was  atfint 
designed  for  the  relief  of  Dantsidc,  aod 
would  probably  have  sailed  thither  time 
enough  to  have  prevented  the  ruin  of  that 
trading  protettant  city,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  our  extraordinary,  and,  I  think,  un- 
necessary armaments  in  Britam.  The 
honourable  gentleman  took  notice,  that 
the  Brest  fleet  did  not  go  to  Dantack, 
and  seemed  from  thence  to  insinuate,  that 
it  was  designed  against  this  country,  if  the 
design  had  not  been  prevented  by  ocv 
preparations;  but  it  is  very  well  knpwii| 
that  it  was  our  preparations  that  prevented 
that  fleet's  sailing  to  Dantaick,  as  it  was 
really  desired ;  it  is  very  well  known, 
that  Spain  imagined  our  fleet  was  designed 
for  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  expedition  against  Naples  and 
Sicily,  and  therefore  they  insisted  iqpon  it 
that  the  French  fleet  should  remain  at 
Brest,  in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  die 
fleet  we  were  fitting  out.  This,  Sir,  was 
I  believe,  the  true  and  the  only  reason 
why  that  fleet  did  not  sail  to  the  relief  of 
Dantzick ;  but  this  was  not  the  only  e&ot 
of  our  voting  20,000  men  for  Sea-Service; 
neither  France  nor  Spain  could  imagine, 
nor  could  they,  I  think,  have  any  reason 
to  imagine,  that  we  were  putting  oivsdves 
to  such  a  vast  expence,  tor  no  other  end 
but  to  make  a  show  at  Spithead  or  in  the 
Downs ;  they  both  b^an  very  reason^y 
to  suspect,  that  we  hadsome  design  agaroit 
them;  and,  upon  this  account  they  both 
began  to  add  to  their  naval  preparations: 
this  again  we  find,  increased  our  jeakMwes 
and  fears,  and  produced  that  memorable 
Vote,  of  Credit,  with  which  the  last  par- 
liament, I  may  say,  expired;  and,  in  pur* 
suance  of  that  Vote  of  Credit,  we  are  now 
told,  this  nation  has  been  diai^gedwkh 
BVjintainJBg  ^fiQQ  idle  iCtMwn,  ^-^^^ 
% 
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lb»  90fi(X>  fotedlast  session  of  parliament : 
thus  one  linnecessary  expence  produced 
another,  and  both  are  now  joined  together 
Bot  only  to  be  ccmtinued,  but  also  to  pro- 
ih|ce  a  third* 

However,  Sir,  though  I  am  still  of  opi- 
nion, that  20,000  men  was  a  number  much 
greater  than  was  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  last  year,  yet  I  shall  not  propose 
to  lessen  that  number  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing ;  but  I  am  really  surprised  to  hear  an 
ftnffmentation  of  one  half  of  that  number 
ca&td  for,  and  that  without  his  Majesty's 
jMiving  signified  to  us,  either  in  his  speech 
«r  by  a  particular  message,  that  some  de- 
mgas  were  hatching  against  this  nation  in 
particular,  or  against  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope in  general.  His  Maiesty  having  made 
an  addition  last  year  of  7»000  men,  by 
Yirtue  of  the  powers  granted  to  him  last 
aession  of  parliament,  cannot  be  any  argu- 
ment with  me,  as  a  member^of  this  House, 
for  continuing  that  number,  unless  his 
Miqesty  had  been  pleased  to  communicate 
his  reason  for  making  that  addition :  as  his 
Majesty  has  not  been  pleased  to  do  so,  and 
68  I  am  (^  opinion  that  20,000  was  too 
great  a  number,  I  must  consequently  be 
more  strongly  convinced  that  27»000  wa^ 
too  great  a  number;  and  as  I  cannot  see 
that  we  are  in  any  greater  danger  this 
year  than  we  were  the  last,  I  must  there- 
fore be  against  loading  my  constituents 
with  maintaining  that  additional  number 
fi>r  the  year  ensuing. 

It  may  be  true,  that  the  French  and 
Spaniards  have  continued  their  ships  of 
war  in  commission;  but  if  we  can  rely 
upon  pubhc  News-papers,  and  these,  it 
•eems,  are  the  only  accounts  we  are  to 
have,  the  French  have  dismissed  all  or 
most  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  their 
Brest  squadron ;  and  neither  they  nor  the 
Spaniards  are  making  any  extraordinary 
naval  preparations,  nor  are  they  fitting 
oat  any  considerable  squadron  at  any  pert 
in  either  of  those  kingdoms ;  so  that  we 
have  this  year  really  less  reason  to  appre- 
hend any  danger  by  sea,  than  we  had  the 
last ;  because  it  cannot  now  be  said,  that 
a  foreign  squadron,  with  a  land-army  on 
board,  is  to  pass  by  our  very  doors :  they 
may  perhaps  have  a  little  more  command 
over  their  seamen  than  we  have,  though  I 
cannot  allow  they  have  a  great  deal,  con- 
•idering  our  method  of  pressing  ;  but  it  is 
not  possible  for  both  these  nations  joined 
tocher,  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  suddenly  and 
pnvateljr,  stronger  than  any  we  can  send 
— ~  Mt^  as  long  as  we  faav9  20|000  sea* 


men  in  actual  service ;  for  it  is  very  well 
known  that  if  a  man  of  war  has  two  Ihirda 
sailors  on  board,  and  another  third  land«» 
men,  she  is  always  sufficiently  manned^ 
either  for  sailing  or  fighting ;  so  that 
from  a  hot  press  among  our  coasters,  cot 
liers  and  inland  trade,  we  could  in  a  yety 
few  days  increase  the  number  of  men  on 
board  our  ships  of  war  to  40,000  at  least, 
which  is  a  greater  number  than  we  eves 
had  occasion  for  during  the  last  heavy  war, 
82,000  seamen  and  8,000  marines  beudg 
the  greatest  number  that  was  ever  pro* 
vide^  in  ai\y  one  year  during  that  war. 

Whether  the  motives  for  the  present 
war  relate  entirely  to  the  affiuir  of  Pdand^ 
or  whether  we  had  any  concern  in  tfani 
affiiir,  is  what  I  shall  not.  Sir,  take  upon 
me  to  determine ;  but  I  think  it  is  pret^ 
plain,  that  the  motives  of  the  kbgs  of^Spain 
and  Sardinia  could  not  any  way  relate  to 
the  affiiir  of  Poland ;  their  motives  cer^ 
tainly  proceeded  chiefly  from  some  late 
transactions  between  Uie  emperor  and 
them,  in  which,  I  believe,  we  nad  soma 
concern :  and  even  with  respect  to  the 
affiur  of  Poland,  if  we  give  credit  to  com« 
mon  reports,  which  are  the  only  grounda 
of  our  present  debate,  we  had  some  con* 
cem  in  that  too  ;  for  it  has  been  confi- 
dently reported,  that  when  Augustus,  lata 
kmg  of  Poland,  was  first  taken  ill,  which 
was  a  year  or  two  before  his  death,  the 
Frenct  Court,  with  which  we  were  then 
in  very  good  terms,  desired  to  know  of 
us,  ^om  we  inclined  to  have  for  successor 
to  Augustus,  as  king  of  Poland ;  that  wa* 
did  not  then  give  them  any  positive  an« 
swer,  but  told  them  negatively,  we  did  not 
incline  that  any  German  prince  should  ba 
raised  to  that  dignity ;  and  that  soma 
time  after  there  were  positive  instructiona 
sent  to  our  minister  in  Poland,  to  co« 
operate  with  the  French  minister  in  brings 
ing  about  the  election  of  king  Stanislaus  s 
this,  Sir,  is  only  a  common  report,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  aver 
the  truth  of  it ;  but  as  the  letters  and  in« 
struction^  sent  upon  that  occasion  to  ouf 
minister  in  Poland,  were  moved  for  in  last 
Parliament,  though  a  negative  was  then 
put  upon  it,  I  hope  it  will  hereafter  be 
complied  with,  in  order  to  clear  our  con« 
duet  from  that  imputation. 

To  deprive  our  neighbours  of  all  hopea 
of  success  in  any  of  their  ambitious  views, 
is^  vrithout  doubt,  the  most  effectual  way  to 
prevent  their  forming  any  such,  or  at  least 
their  attempting  to  put  them  in  executton ; 
but  bow  is  thia  to  be  done.  Sir  ?  It  U^Wf 
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he  done  W  a  wifte  and  frml  management 
•f  our  afiaire  in  times  of  no  danger,  by 
aToiding  all  occasions  of  needless  expence, 
and  by  reseryin^  our  whole  strength  for 
die  day  of  real  danger :  our  ships  of  war 
may  soon  be  fitted  out,  our  armies  may 
soon  be  raised  and  brought  into  the  field, 
if  we  have  but  money  enough  for  these 
pfUiposes  :  but  if  we  have  'Uirofwn  away 
our  money  upon  idle  and  unnecessary  ar- 
Biaments  ;  if,  by  vain  fears  and  ridiculous 
apprehensions,  we  have  run  ourselves  ii^ 
debt,  or  neglected  to  clear  those  mortgages 
our  former  misfortunes  had  subiected  us 
to,  our  ambitious  neighbours  will  look  upon 
us  with  contempt,  smd  will  certainly  con- 
clude, that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  put  a 
stop  to  their  ambitious  desions.  In  thb 
▼lew,  Sir,  is  it  not  evident,  Uiat  the  more 
money  we  spend  in  unnecessary  armaments, 
and  before  the  danger  calls  upon  us,  the 
less  dble  we  shall  be  to  deprive  our43eigh- 
hours  of  the  hopes  of  success  in  any  of 
their  ambitious  projects  ?  Neither  this  na- 
tion nor  the  lioerties  of  Europe  are,  at 
present,  in  any  apparent  and  immediiate 
danger,  but  a  time  may  come,  a  conjunc- 
ture may  hi^pen,  when  we,  and  perh^s 
the  "greatest  part  of  the  world,  will  be  ne- 
cessarily involved  in  a  most  dangerous  and 
a  most  bloody  war :  if  th^  present  emperor 
diould  die  before  the  affiurs  of  Germany 
are  fully  settled,  may  not  every  gentlenMm 
fioresee  what  must  oe  the  consequences  ? 
The  princes  of  the  empire  all  tearing  one 
another  to  pieces,  ana  every  one  of  its 
neighbours  endeavouring  to  take  hold  of 
some  part  of  die  Austrian  dominions  :  the 
Turks  attacking  it  on  one  side,  the  French 
attacking  it  on  the  other,  and  the  balance 
of  power  in  danger  of  being  lost,  let  what- 
ever side  be  the  conqueror.  This,  Sir,  is 
an  event  that  may  happen,  I  hope  it  never 
win,  but  as  it  is  possible,  we  ought  to  pro- 
vide against  it;  and  for  that  reason  we  ought 
not  to  exhaust  the  money  and  th^  strength 
of  the  nation  in  needless  expences  or  un- 
necessary equipments :  whereas  we  seem 
to  be  pursumg  a  quite  contrary  measure. 
Thougn  it  be  now,  with  respect  to  this  na- 
tion, a  time  of  profound  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, yet  I  reckon  our  expences  for  next 
year  will  amoUnt  to  three  or  four  millions, 
which  is  a  most  prodigious  expence,  a 
greater  expence  than  the  nation  was  put 
to  in  any  one  year  of  that  heavy  war  in  kmg 
WiUiam's  reign  ;  for  the  expences  of  that 
war  never  exceeded  three  millions  a  year : 
and  even  during  the  war  in  dueen  Anne's 
reign,  that  war  which  provea  so  glorious 
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to  this  nation,  and  to  bentf  dat  to  every 
one  of  our  Allies,  there  never  was  a  greater 
number  of  seamen  provided  for  by  psrlia- 
ment,  than  what  is  now  proposed  m  a  dmt 
of  profound  peace :  for  SO/XX)  seameo, 
atid  SfiOO  marines  was,  as  I  have  already 
taken  notice,  the  greatest  number  that 
was  provided  for  by  Parliament,  in  any 
one  year  of  that  gloripus  and  suceenfiii 
war. 

To  pretend,  Sir,  that  the  prepara^ons 
we  made  last  year,  or  the  powers  ffranted 
the  last  session  of  parliament  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  produced  the  acceptation  of  our  good 
offices,  is  something  veiy  surprizing,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  what  sort  of  an 
acceptation  we  have  been  favoured  with: 
the  emperor  has  accepted  of  our  good 
offices  under  this-  express  provision,  that 
his  acceptance  should  not  be  looked  on  as 
a  passing  firom  those  succours,  which  be 
insisted  on  we  were  obliged  to  furnish  hmi, 
by  the  treaties  now  subsisting  between  as: 
and  the  Allies  have  likewise  made  their 
acceptation  conditional :  for  they  have  ac- 
cepted of  our  good  offices  under  this  ex- 
press condition,  that  we  should  continoe 
neutral,  with  respect  to  the  present  dis- 
putes between  them  and  the  emperor. 
Can  it  be  imagined  that  warlike  prepara- 
tions were  necessary,  or  that  extraor- 
dinary powers  granted  by  parliament 
were  necessary  for  producing  such  limited 
acceptations  ?  Can  any  man  doubt  but  that 
we  snould  have  obtained  such  an  accepta- 
tion of  our  good  offices,  though  nosuch  pre- 
parations Iwd  ever  been  made,  thou^  no 
such  powers  had  ever,  been  granted  i  Bat 
even  supposing  that  this  acceptation  was 
produced  by.  me  warlike  preparations  we 
made  last  year,  must  not  every  man  agree, 
that  this  conditional  limited  acceptation 
has  cost  us  a  terrible  price,  when  he  con- 
siders that  it  has  cost  this  nation  at  least 
a  million  sterling :  and  if  the  plan  we  are 
to  offisr,  in  pursuance  of  this  acceptation, 
should  at  last  be  rejected,  what  oenefit, 
what  honour  can  we  receive  from  the  ex- 
pences we  have  put  ourselves  to  ? 

For  our  encouragement  to  go  on  with 
these  peaceful  preparations,  we  are  told. 
Sir,  that  the  Dutcn  have  joined  cordially 
with  us  in  all  our  measures :  this  assertion. 
Sir,  I  am  surprized  at ;  it  really  amazes 
me.  How  far  they  have  joined  with  us  in 
the  tender  of  good  offices,  or  in  concert* 
ing  a  plan  for  a  pacification,  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  determine :  in  this  they  nu^ 
perhi^  have  complimented  us  a  little^ 
because  it  cost  them  nothing;  andthef 
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''Buiy  easily  excuae  themselves  in  case  the 
plan  should  prove  disagreeable  to  either  of 
ihe  parties  concerned ;  but  that  they  have 
put  themselves  to  the  same  expence  we 
have  daae^  or  that  diey  have  put  them- 
selves to  any  expence  on  account  of  the 
present  war,  cannot  surely  with  any  jus* 
tice  be  oretended.  To  tell  us,  that  just 
before  tne  war  broke  out,  cme,  or  perhaps 
two,  of  the  seven  united  provinces  had 
come  to  a. resolution,  to  reduce  10,000 
men,  and  to  conclude  firom  thence  that 
^,000  would  certainly  have  been  reduced, 
^if  the  war  had  not  broke,  out,  must  appear 
to  be  a  very  extraordinary  sort  of  reason- 
ing to  every  man  vdio  understands  any 
thmg  of  the  constitution  of  that  republic : 
^by  their  constitution,  every  one  of  the 
seven  provinces  must  have  consented,  be- 
fore that  resolution  could  have  taken  ef- 
fect;  and  though  the  interior  provinces, 
who  lie  remote  from  danger^  were  perhaps 
for  that  reduction,  yet  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces, whose  only  defence  asainst  sudden 
invasions  consists  in  the  multitude  of  their 
fortified  towns,  the  strength  of  their  forti- 
fications, and  the  numbers  of  men  in  the 
several  garrisons,  would  never  have  con- 
sented to  such  a  reduction ;  so  that  the 
{^solution  taken  by  one  province  would 
probably  have  been  of  no  dfect,  even  as  to 
the  10,000 :  but  to  amie  from  liience,  that 
they  would  certainly  have  reduced  another 
10,000,  is  really  such  reasoning  as  I  am 
amazed  to  hear  in  this  House :  it  really 
looks  as  if  some  gentlemen  thought,  we 
wanted  only  a  pretence  for  agreeing  to 
what  they  liave  a  mind  to  propose ! 

It  IS  true  the  Dutch  did,  immediately 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  reduce  then* 
army  to  about  S2,000  men ;  but  at  that 
time  they  knew,  that  all  the  kingdoms  and 
states  in  Europe  were  sick  of  war ;  they 
could  easily  foresee,  or  at  least  they  thought 
so,  that  there  was  not  the  least  danger  of 
siny  rupture  for  several  years  to  pome;  and 
therefore  their  frontier  provinces  then 
easOy  consented  to  that  great  reduction : 
but  considering  the  vast  extensive  frontier 
they  have  to  guard,  and  the  multitude  of 
garrisons  they  are  obliged. to  keep  in  their 
own  frontier  towns,  as  well  as  in  the  bar- 
rier-towns they  have  in  the  Austrian  Ne- 
therlands, such  a  small  number  of  regular 
troops isalmostat all  times bconsistent  with 
the  safety  of  their  state ;  and  moreover  it 
is,  and  always  was,  inconsistent  with,  and 
contrary  to,  the  treaties  and  alliances  they 
have  both  with  the  emperor  and  us*  Ac- 
cfMrdingly,  both  the  emperor  and  we  com- 
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plained  heavQy  at  that  tiine  of  the  great 
reduction  they  had  made ;  and  this  nation 
in  particular  had  like  to  have  luilered  by 
it ;  for  upon  the  rebelli<m,  whidi  broke  out 
soon  afler  in  this  kingdom,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Dutch  could  not  send  us  the 
miota  of  troops  which,  upon  that  occasioUt 
they  were  obliged  by  treaty  to  send  us, 
till  we  got  troops  marched  down  from 
Germany  to  replace  their  troops,  before  a 
man  of  them  could  stir  out  of  me  garrison 
he  belonged  to :  nay  farther.  Sir,  it  is  very 
well  known,  that  the  emperor,  by  treaty, 
pays  them  yearly  5  or  600,000  crowns  out 
of  the  first  and  readiest  of  hb  revenues  Iq 
the  Netherlands ;  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  maintain  their  barrier,  and  to  keep  at 
all  times  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  in 
their  service ;  so  that  if  they  should  maks 
any  great  reduction  in  the  army,  the  emv 
peror  would  liave  very  good  reason  to  stop 
the  payment  of  that  subsidy. 

Upon  the  whole  we  must  conclude,  that 
if  the  Dutch  had  made  any  reduction  in 
their  army,  and  much  more  the  two  reduc* 
tions  talked  of  by  ^e  honourable  gentle* 
man,  they  would  have  acted  contrary  ta 
the  treaties  subsisting  between  them  and 
their  allies,  and  inconsistently  with  tho 
safety  of  their  country ;  thereforewe  ought 
certainly  to  presume  that  all  the  seven 
provinces  would  never  have  consented  to 
It,  though  no  war  had  broke  out ;  and  I 
am  apt  to  believe  the  resolution  talked  of, 
which  was  a  resolution  of  the  province  of 
Holland  only,  was  a  piece  of  mere  policy^ 
without  any  desigi^.  that  the  resolution 
should  actually  take  effect. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have,  I  think,  made  it  evi- 
dent, that  the  Dutch  have  put  themselves 
to  no  expence  on  account  of  ihe  war,  no» 
not  even  in  the  sense  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  pleased  to.  insist  on ;  and  in- 
deed they  have  not,  of  late,  seemed  to  join 
cordially  with  us  in  any  thing  but  good 
offices,  which  they  are  sure  can  neither  put 
them  to  any  expence,  nor  do  them  any 
other  injury.  Their  treaty  of  neutrality, . 
it  is  certain,  they  concerted  and  concluded* 
without  our  participation ;  and,  I  believe, 
without  our  privity ;  and  though  they  have 
reserved  a  power  of  sending  the  stipulated 
succours  to  the  emperor,  yet  that  does  not 
much  alter  the  case,  if  we  consider  what  is 
meant  by  these  succours. 

The  succours  there  meant  are  those  sti- , 
pulated  by  the  late  treaty  of  Vienna,  in 
which  we,  it  is  true,  got  them  named  prin- 
cipal contracting  parties ;   but  this  to  me 
seems  to  have  been  nothing  but  a  poor 
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•Kpedient,  eontrhned  by  lome  of  the  mmb- 
teracoDGeroediiifthatnegotiattony  on  par- 
pose  to  nake  the  world  bdieve»  that  we 
did  Dothiiig  but  in  concert  wtdi  our  an« 
eient  and  natural  alliea  the  Dutch :  for  in 
the  negotiating  and  ccmchidmg  of  that 
treaty,  they  were  so  fiur  fipom  acting  cor- 
dtally,  or  in  concert  with  ub,  that  after  we 
had  gone  at  once  over  head  and  ean  into 
that  treaty ;  and  had  ther^  obliged  our- 
■ehpea  to  ffuaranty  thePragmalie  wiction, 
Mjt  wrimUf  it  was  with  gr^tt  difficulty 
they  were,  after  a  long  n^gociationybroug^ 
m  to  accede  to  that  treaty,  though  we  had 
then  a  noble  lord  at  tbt  Ha^  as  our 
minister,  who  waa'as  able  a  mmister,  and 
as  good  a  ag;ociator  as  any  we  ever  lud  in 
any  part  of  Europe :  and  even  at  liot  they 
were  very  far  from  comine  plumb  into  thiU 
trea^  or  guaranty ;  for  we  succours  they 
thai  ftipiiJated  were  then  limited  to  4,000 
foot  and  1,000  horse,  or  a  number  of  diips 
hi  poportion  to  that  number  of  troops,  at 
their  own  option^  so  that  we  may  believe 
the  French  gave  themselves  very  little 
tret^le  about  admitting  that  reserve  in  the 
tneaty  of  neutralitjr,  afterwards  concluded 
between  them  and  the  Dutch. 

Nay,  fiuther.  Sir,  i^otwithstandin^  this 
limited  manner  of  the  Duteh  accession  to 
the  treaty  of  Vienna,  yet,  so  clearly  did 
tiiey  foresee  the  ccmscqaences  of  that  trea- 
ty;  that  the  yery  neM  day  after  the  ac« 
cession  was  signed,  th^  pensionary  came 
to  that  noble  lord,  who  was  A6n,as  I  have 
said,  our  minisler  at  the  Hague,  and  pro* 
posed  tohioB,  to  enter  iHth  us  into  a  treaty 
of  Neutrality,  not  only  with  respect  to 
Flanders,  but  also  with  respect  to  several 
ether  countries  in  Eunme,  about  which 
disputes  might  arise.  And,  I  suppose,  upon 
onr  neglecting  or  refusing  that  propo- 
sidon,  they  afterwards  resoled  upon  the 
treaty  of  Neutrality  widi  France^  wad 
eoncfuded  it  without  letting  us  into  [the 
secret.  Thps,  Sir,  the  Dutch  have,  in  all 
their  late  negotiations,  taken  particular 
care  g€  their  own  security,  without  rashly 
disobligbg  any  power  in  Europe ;  whereas 
w^  by  our  hasty  and  inconsiderate  condu- 
sitm  of  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  and  the 
measures  thereafter  pursued,  disobHf^ 
both  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  without  gainW 
ing  one  advantage  to  ourselves.  By  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  by  which  we  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  ourselves  to  Spain,  we  stiU 
fiurther  disobliged  the  emperor,  without  ob- 
taining any  advantage  to  ourselves,  or  even 
satifi&u^oa  from  JSpain  for  die  depreda^ 
lions  cortanitted  upon  us.    And  by  the 
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treaty  of  Vienna  we  agaL  ^ 

and  highly  affironted  France,  stdl  without 
obtaining  the  advantage  for  this  nation, 
but  on  the  contiary  enf^iginff  in  a  very 
dangerous  guarantee:  Tms,  indeed,n^tfaer 
France  nor  any  other  power  had  reason  t* 
be  angry  at,  but  France  had  some  reasea 
to  be  amronted  at  the  nuumer  in  which  'A 
was  done;  becauseby  the  treaty  of  Hano^ 
ver,  in  ^diich  France  and  we  were  the  two 
princjpd  contracting  parties,  both  wera 
exfa-essly  oUiged  to  enter  into  no  negotia^ 
tion  or  treaty,  wilheut  communicating  th^ 
same  to  the  other. 

From  what  die  honourable  gendemaii 
said,  about  our  having  reduced  8,000  me» 
outof  the%,000our  army  was  increased 
to  after  the  late  ftmous  treaty  of  Hanover, 
he  seems  to  think,  that  this  nadon  is  al* 
ways  to  be  loaded  with  an  army  of  18^000 
at  least,  even  in  (he  tones  of  the  greatest 
tranquillity.  But  I  must  bes  his  panion  f or 
observing,  that  in  a  time  of  pnrfound  tran^ 
quillity,  an  army  of  7  or  8,000  men  is  not 
only  suffident,  bi(t  as  ^reat  as  ought  to  be 
kept  up  in  this  nadon,  if  we  have  a  mind  t* 
preserve  our  liberties;  and  therefore  X 
muat  conclude,  that  if  this  war  had  nut 
broke  out^  we  should  certainly  have  re* 
duced  10,000  of  our  regular  troops  last 
year :  For  it  is  as  much  inconsistent  irtth 
the  safety  of  this  nadon  to  keijp  up  mora 
than  8,0004n  time  of  peace,  as  it  is  incon^ 
ststent  with  the  safety  of  the  Dutch  to  keep 
less  than  52,000  ^  because  we  have  no 
ironder  to  defend,  nor  any  garrison  to  si^ 
port:  There  can  be  no  reason  assifped 
for  our  ke^pmg  up  an^  great  number  in 
time  of  peace,  unkss  it  be  to  support  a 
hated  mmister  against  the  resentments  of 
an  injured  people,  which  I  hm>e  will  never 
be  the  case  of  this  nadon:  But  if  ever  it 
diould,  I  am  sure  it  would  then  be  ridica* 
lous  to  call  oursdves  a  free  people.  Inthia 
view.  Sir,  let  us  consider  the  charges  we 
have  been  at  on  account  of  the  present 
war;  we  have  been  at  the  diarge  af  dhb 
10,000  land-^forces,  which  we  might  other* 
wise  have  reduced ;  we  have  been  at  the 
charge  of  6  or  7,000  land-forces  whidi 
have  been  added  to  our  former  number;  , 
and  if  we  have  at  present  27,000  seamen 
in  our  pay,  we  hove  been  at  the  charge  of 
adding  no  less  than  19,000  men  to,  our 
naval  force.  So  that  if  it  were  true,  thai 
the  Dutch  have  kept  up  20^000  men, 
which  they  intended  to  haVe  reduced,  yei 
the  expence  they  have  been  at  would  not 
be  equal  to  what  we  have  been  at,  no^ 
could  it  be  any  argument  for  tiia  j 
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tati(m  lunr  proposed ;  becsaiue  it  is  not  to 
much  as  pretended,  that  the  Dutch  inlead 
to  put  ^emselves  to  any  greater  diar^e 
in  the  year  eosuing^than  uiey  were  at  m 
the  year  past:  And  therefore  I  must  think 
the  honourable  gentlemen,  who  are  for  the 
•ogmootation  proposed,  would  have  done 
better  not  to  have  mentioiied  the  Dutch  in 
thift  day's  ddlnite;  for  let  them  put  the  con- 
duct of  the  Dutch  in  what  light  they  will, 
It  can  no  w^  answer  the  present  pur» 
pose. 

As  for  thai  material  question.  Whether 
or.no  we  ought  to  engage  in  the  present 
war  ?  It  is  indeed  a  material  question ; 
Imt,  Sr,  it  is  a  question  which  no  gentle- 
man in  this  House,  nor  any  man  in  Uie  na* 
ti(m  can  answer,  without  being  let  into  the 
aecret  of  all  our  late  treaties  and  negotia*> 
fioBS.  Thus  much  I  shall  say,  that  con* 
-aideruig  the  melancholy  situation  of  this 
country,  the  great  loaa  of  d^its,  and  the 
Aieavy  taxes  we  already  groan  'under,  it  is 
certain  we  ought  not  to  invoiye  oursehres 
in  war,  but  in  a  case  of  the  extremest  ne- 
cessity;  and  until  Uiat  fai»pens  I  am  yery 
sure,  that  every  article  of  ezpence  ought 
to  be  iiK>stcauaousfy  avoided,  that  we  may 
foe  the  more  able  to  8up|Mirt  a  war,  wfacH 
fttal  necessity  drives  us  mto  it  whether  we 
wiU  or  no.  If  neither  the  liberties  of 
Europe  in  general,  nor  the  mterest  of  this 
Bation  in  particular,  be  in  dang^  by  the 
present  war,  we  have  already  gone  too  &r ; 
tor,  besides  the  gr^t  expence  we  have  put 
ounces  to,  the  great  preparations  we 
foa^e  made  may  disappoint  and  prevent  the 
efiect  of  those  gpod  offices,  his  M^^esty  is 
employing  forrestoring  the  peace  ci  Eu- 
rope ;  beonise  they  may  give  one  side  rea- 
son to  hope  that  we  are  to  join  with  them, 
n^iidi  wilt  of  course  prevent  their  hearken^ 
inff  to  those  terms  of  peace  they  would 
otaerwise  have  been  glad  to  have  accepted 
of;  or  they  may  give  a  jealousy  to  the 
other  side  that  we  are  to  iom  against  them, 
which  will  of  coune  make  them  suspect 
«very  thing  we  can  propose,  for  bringing 
about  an  accommodation. 

Besides  these  disadvantages.  Sir,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  great  naval  e^iipmentwe 
made  last  year,  put  a  very  great  daonp  to 
our  trade,  and  gave  all  our  neighbonrs,  but 
mcfte  particulitfty  the  Dutch,  a  very  great 
advantage  over  us:  It  is  true,  we  ex- 
ported a  great  quantity  of  com  last  snm- 
mer,  but  that  was  owing  to  the  situation 
and  circumstances  of  eur  country,  and  not 
at  aU  eur  nsBBagement:  For  while  our 
MCKhaats- wept  piling  double  freights  for 


ships,  and  double  waoes  to  seamen,  the 
Dutch,  the  Hamburgers,  and  all  other 
rivab  in  trade,  were  carrying  on  their  trade 
at  the  usual  rates;  which  gave  them  a 
great  advantage  in  every  branch  of  trade, 
more  particularly  in  the  corn-trade,  where 
the  usual  frei^t  bears  such  a  great  pre- 
pinrtion  to  the  prime  cost :  Nay,  such  a 
scarcity  was  there  at  last  of  seamen  in  this 
Idnedcm,  that  our  merchants  could  not 
really  get  iduns  to  carry  out  the  cargoes  of 
com  which  tney  had  ready  ^o  have  been 
exported;  and  while  a  stop  ^ii^as  thus  put  to 
our  jexportation,  the  Dutch  and  others^ 
who  had  by  this  time^  an  account  of  the 
demand,  sent  out  their  ships,  and  glutted 
the  markets  for  coita^  both  in  6p^  and 
Portugal  as  weU  as  in  Italy.  So  that  if  we 
had  not  made  such  a  great  naval  equ^- 
ment,.it  is  certam  a  muoi  greater  quantity 
fsi  our  c<Nm  would  have  been  exported 
than  really  was. 

But  if  the  balance  cX  ^^awtt  in  Europe, 
or  the  particidar  interest  of  this  nation,  was 
really  m  danger,  surdy.  Sir,  we  ought  to 
have  engaged  at  fint,  we  ought  not 
surdy  to  wait  till  those,  whose  interest  it 
is  to  join  with  us  in  the  defence  rf  eitheiv 
be  so  &r  disabled  as  to  be  rendered  inca- 
pable either  te  assist  us,  or  to  defiend  theno- 
selves.  As  to  the  psorticular  interest  of 
this  nation,  whether  it  be  m  danger  or  not 
from  the  present  war,  must  entir^  depend 
upon  our  late  negotiations;  and  therefore 
it  is,  at  present,  impossible  for  me  to  form 
Bny  jud^ent  in  that  respect,  because  I  am 
intirely  ignorant  of  our  situatioti,  so  far  as 
relates  to  our  foreign  affiurs :  But  firom 
our  not  having  joined  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  I  must  condode,  that  the  parnou- 
lar  interest  of  this  nation  is  no  way  con- 
cerned in  it  ?  and  therefore  I  must  think 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  put  ourselves  to 
any  charges  on  that  account. 

As  for  the  balance  of  power,  it  ought 
certainly  to  be  preserved:  In  this,  Sir,  all 
the  other  princes  and  states  of  Europe  are 
as  much,  nay,  more  nearbr  concerned  than 
we;  therefore  tikey  ougnt  to  bear  their 
share  in  the  expence,  and  will  certainly  do 
so  when  they  find  it  necessary.  But  if, 
upon  this  pretence,  we  run  ourselves  head- 
long into  every  broil  that  happens  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Dutch,  as  well  as  the  rest,  will 
very  probably  leave  the  whole  charge  upon 
us  :  They  will  n^lect  providing  m  time 
even  for  flieir  own  defence,  when  they^  find 
us  such  dupes  as  to  be  re&dyf  upon  all  oc- 
casions, to  make  that  provision  for  them. 
Whether  o^r  l^te  preparations  have  given 
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them  any  ground  to  think  so,  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  determine :  but  as  I  look  i^n 
the  Dutch  to  be  a  very  wise  people,  I 
must  either  conclude  that  they  think  so, 
in  which  case  we  ought  not,  by  any  new 
muffmentation,  to  encourage  them  in  that 
opinion;  or  I  must  conclude,  that  the 
balance  of  power  is  not  in  any  danger : 
For  though  it  could  be  supposed  that  the 
chief  magistrates  in  Holland  were  inclined 
to  sacrifice  the  interest,  or  the  safety  of 
their  country,  to  their  own  safeties,  or 
their  own  Uttle  private  views ;  yet,  if  the 
balance  of  power  were  in  any  danger,  the 
people  would  force  them  to  join  in  the 
war.  The  magistrates  of  that  republic 
are  not  protected  either  by  riot-acts,  or  by 
regular  troops  quartered  in  the  very  bowels 
of  their  country ;  and  therefore  the  peo- 
ple might  and  would  certainly  force  them 
to  do  their  duty,  or  would  massacre  them 
as  they  have  done  heretofore :  For  this 
reason  1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the 
balance  of  power  is  not  yet  in  any  danger, 
and  if  the  balance  of  power  be  as  yet  in 
no  dan^r,  nor  the  particular  interest  of 
this  nation  in  any  danger,  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  our  being  at  any  expence  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  war ;  much  1^  is 
there  any  occasion  for  our  putting  our- 
selves to  the  expence  of  the  auraientation 
proposed ;  for  which  reason  X  must  be 
against  it. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  Members 
who  were  for  the  motioii  for  80,000  men, 
as  follows : 

Sir  ;  Gentlemen  have  of  late  fallen  into 
a  method  of  departing  from  the  question 
in  hand,  and  dirowing  out  a  great  many 
things  no  way  relating  to  the  subject  they 
n>eak  to.  This  I  suppose  they  do  with 
design  to  make  an  impression  upon  some 
that  hear  them ;  and  conscious  that  they 
cannot  convince  by  reason,  they  endeavour 
to  persuade  by  oratory,  and  by  florid  ex- 
pressions no  way  relating  to  the  affiur  in 
dispute.  Though  it  be  irregular  even  to 
follow  them  in  these  deviations,  yet,  as 
iuch  things  ought  not  to  pass  without  some 
sort  of  answer,  I  hope  the  House  will  give 
me  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
some  things  that  have  been  said,  notwith- 
standing their  having  no  relation  to  the  af- 
fair now  before  us ;  but  first  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  speak  to  the  question  in  hand. 
The  only  proper  question  now  before  us. 
Sir,  I  take  to  be.  What  is  the  number  of 
seamen  necessary  for  the  security  of  this 
BAtion  diuring  the  ensuing  year  ?  Which  is 
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a  question  that,  in  myopinioB,  no  way  rer 
lates  to  our  pastconducty  to  the  conduct  of 
any  of  our  allies,  nor  to  the  questiony 
whether  or  no  we  ought  to  take  a  share  in 
the  present  war  ? 

With  relation  to  the  question  now  be* 
fore  us,  his  Majestv  has  given  us,  from  the 
throne,  all  the  information  that  is  primer 
or  necessary,  and  all  the  information  that 
can,  I  think,  be,  desired  by  any  man  who 
wishes  well  to  his  country.  He  told  us  at 
the  beginning  of  last  session  of  parliament, 
that  he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  present 
war,  nor  had  any  part,  except  by  his  good 
offices,  in  those  transactions,  which .  had 
been  declared  to  be  the  causes  and  motives 
of  it :  But  that  he  could  not  sit  reear^ess 
of  the  events  of  this  war,  nor  coum  he  be 
unconcerned  for  the  future  consequences 
of  it ;  and  I  am  sure  no  man,  who  has  a 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  this  nation,  or  to 
the  security  of  his  MajesW's  person  and 
government,  can  desire  he  snould.  Al 
Uie  beginning  of  this  ses^on  his  Mi^esty 
told  us,  that  he  is  not  vet  any  fiurther  en- 
gaged, than  by  employing  his  good  offices 
m  conjunction  with  tne  Dutch,  for  restor- 
ing the  peace  of  Europe ;  but  that  his 
good  offices  have  not  yet  had  the  desired 
efiect :  We  are  therefore  in  the  present 
question  to  suppose,  that  this  natirni  is  not 
as  yet  any  way  engaged  in  the  war ;  but, 
as  nis  Majesty  has  told  us,  the  bad  con- 
sequences, that  may  arise  and  afiect  us 
by  the  war's  being  carried  on,  are  obvious ; 
and  they  ought  certainly  to  be  provided 
against,  let  the  charge  be  what  it  wili 
Where  &cts  are  notoriously  known  to  the 
whole  world,  where  consequences  are  ob- 
vious to  eveiy  man  of  common  capacity, 
surely  gentlemen  do  not  expect  that  ms 
Majesty,  either  in  his  speedi,  or  by  par- 
ticidar  messa^,  should  give  this  riouse  a 
long  and  particular  detail  of  such  fiu^  or 
of  such  consequences  ;  the  bare  mention 
of  them  is  enough,  and  that  Jbis  Majesty 
has  sufficiently  done,  both  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  session  of  parliament. 

The  balance  ot  power  in  Europe  may 
perhaps  not  be  as  yet  in  danger :  Nay,  Si^ 
we  are  to  suppose  it  is  not  m  danger ;  for 
if  it  were,  ms  Majesty  would  certainly 
have  acquainted  his  parliament  with  it,  and 
we  should  now  be  providing  only  for  our 
security  and  defence.  Both  parties  as  yet 
profess  their  sincere  disposition  to  put  an 
eiA  to  the  present  troubles,  upon  honour- 
able and  solid  torms,  and  these  professions 
may  at  present  be  truly  sincere ;  but  the 
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erents  of  war  may.  make  them  alter  their 
professionsy  or  may  render  their  profes- 
tioDS  insincere ;  and  theae  events  may  be 
ao  sudden  and  so  extraordinary,  that  with- 
out our  joining  immediately  in  the  war, 
one  of  die  parties  engaged  may  be  utterly 
undone :  Two  or  three  signal  and  entire 
Yictones  mighty  in  a  few  months,  have 
such  consequences,  as  might  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  relieve  the  par^  con- 
quered, or  to  stem  the  tqrrient  of  suc- 
cess on  the  side  of  the  conqueror.  And 
I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that 
in  a  few  months  we  could  raise  and 
discipline  such  armies,  and  iit  out  such 
fleets,  as  would  be  necessary,  both  for 
the  defence  of  our  own  dominions  and 
for  assisting  effectually  the  party  in 
danger  o^  being  quite  undone  :  Armies 
it  is  true,  may  be  soon  raised;  but 
according  to  tne  exact  disciplme  now 
observed,  it  requires  many  months  before 
those  armies  can  be  macfe  fit  for  service, 
or  proper  to  engage  against  an  army  of 
veteran  well  disciplined  troops.  I  shall 
likewise  grant,  dmt  our  i^ms  of  war  may 
be  manned  with  one  third  land-men  or 
marines,  but  even  these  land-men  or  ma- 
rines must,  be  some  time  on  board,  before 
they  can  either  know  or  perform  their 
duty  in  the  fighting  of  a  ship ;  for,  I  be- 
lieve, a  man  of  war,  with  a  third  part  of 
her  men  just  taken  from  the  plough,  would 


that  when  any  one  of  the  powers  of  Europe 
begins  to  entertain  such  ambitious  view^ 
they  will  of  course  endeavour  to  make  a 
diversion,  by  invading  this  island ;  and  this 
they  will  the  more  readily  attempt,  be- 
cause we  have  always  a  strong  party 
among  us,  who  are  ready  to  second  any 
foreign  attempts,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  own  selfish  views,  especially  if  at 
any  time  they  find  us  not  properly  pro- 
vided for  our  own  defence.  Because  one 
of  our  neighbouring  powers  is  engaged  in 
war  with  another,  we  are  not  from  Uience 
to  conclude,  that  neither  of  them  will  make 
any  attempts  upon  this  island;  for  if 
either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war  has  ' 
really  a  design  to  overturn  the  balance  of 
power,  they  will  certainly  conceal  that 
design,  and  endeavour  to  cover  it  m\h 
nro&sions  of  justice  and  moderation  as 
long  as  they  can  ;  but  when  they  find  they 
can  ccmceid  it  no  longer,  when  they  find 
that  we  begin  to  smoke  what  they  aim  at, 
can  we  beheve  they  will  wait  till  we  attack 
them,  or  join  with  their  enemies  against 
them  ?  on  the  contrary,  ought  we  not  to 
expect  that  they  will  endeavour  to  divert 
us,  by  giving  us  some  business  at  home  ? 
and  how  djo  we  or  can  we  know  but  this 
may  be  the  case  at  present  \  ought  not  we 
therefore  to  provide  against  such  attempts 
in  time,  that  we  may  be  at  liberty  to  do 
our  duty,  when  we  find  the  balance  of 


make  but  a  poor  figure  against  a  ship  of    power  is  really  struck  at  ? 


equal  force,  provided  with  able  sailors  and 
well  disciplined  marines.  For  this  reason, 
Sir,  when  the  affiurs  of  Europe  are  brought 
to  such  a  crisis,  that  an  unlucky  accident 
may  render  it  absolutely  necessary  for  us 
to  engage  immediately,  and  without  delay, 
in  the  war,  I  must  think  it  is  incumbent 


Gentlemen  cannot,  it  seems,  distinguish, 
or  at  least,  Sir,  I  find  they  will  not  distin- 
guish between  those  events  wliich  might 
have  hf^pened,  and  events  which,  by  pro- 
per care  and  precaution,  were  perhaps  pre- 
vented: if  by  not  providing  in  time  for 
our  defence,  some  signal  misfortune  should 


upon  us  to  provide  in  time,  in  order  to    happen  to  the  nation,  such  men  would 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  well  disciplined  *  then  have  a  just  reason  for  finding  fault 


mep,  both  for  sea  and  land-service,  so 
ready  an4  so  much  at  command,  as  to 
enable  us  to  perform  immediately  that 
part,  which  a  sudden  emergency  may  make 
requisite,  both  for  our  own  safety^^nd  the 
sa&ty  of  Europe;  and  this  cannot  be 
done  but  by  augmen^tions  seasonably 
made,  both  to  our  fleets  and  armies. 

As  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of 
power  is  of^  so  much  consequence  to  this 
nation,  and  so  intimately  connected  with 
our  safety,  it  is  very  certain  that  whatever 
power  in  Europe  may  project  the  over- 
turning of  that  balance,  that  power. must 
expect  to  have  Great  Brit$in  for  her  ene- 
my, as  soon  as  her  project  comes  to  be 
discovered:  wemaytherrforebe^uwured. 


with  those  employed  in  the  administration. 
And  if  any  such  thing  had  lately  hap- 
pened, I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  would 
have  been  propagated  with  great  industry, 
that  our  surprize  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
two  blundering  brothers;  but  when  all 
such  accidents  are  prevented  by  the  pru« 
dent  measures  that  have  been  pursued^ 
and  by  making  seasonable  and  proper  pro- 
visions for  our  defence,  then  it  is  pretended 
we  never  were  in  any  danger ;  and  from 
thence  tliey  take  occasion  to  find  fault 
with  the  expences  that  have  been  wisely 
and  necessarily  incurred  by  the  making  of 
such  seasonable  and  proper  provisions;  and 
thus,  Sir,  some  gentlemen  will  always  find 
plausible  pretences   for   decrying   those 
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measures  that  have  been  {mnoedy  let  tbeto 
be  what  they  will.  Howerer,  I  shall  al- 
ways think  they  act  the  wisest  part  who 
chuse  to  give  us  time  and'leisure  to  roast 
them  in  this  House,  for  their  expensive 
and  extravagant  measures,  rather  than  to 
have  our  attention  diverted  from  them  by 
a  civil  war  kindled  up,  or  a  foreign  army 
actually  landed  in  the  island.  And  when 
a  war  was  broke  out,  in  which  this  nation 
might  very  probably  be  involved ;  when 
our  neighbours,  and  those  neighbours 
too  from  whom  we  have  most  to  fear, 
were  leading  our  great  armies,  and 
fittmg  out  ]:k>werfu]  squadrons,  I  must 
think  that  it  was  at  least  prudent  in  us  to 
make  those  provisigps  for  our  security 
which  were  made  last  year ;  and  as  we  are 
in  the  greater  danger  of  being  involved 
^tie  longer  the  war  continues,  I  cannot  be 
against  the  small  augmentation  now  pro- 
posed. 

To  pretend  to  tell  us,  Sir,  what  France 
and  Spain  intended  to  have  done  last  year, 
or  to  pretend  to  tell  us  what  they  intend  to 
do  this  next  year^  with  the  ships  of  war 
tiieyhave  continued  in  commission,  is,  I 
think,  something  extraordinary,  ^e  may 
perhaps  guess  at  some  of  their  designs, 
but  I  shafi  always  think  it  very  imprudent, 
to  leave  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  nation 
to  depend  upon  such  guess-work ;  especi- 
ally when  we  consider,  that  they  have  no 
occasion  to  fit  out  any  great  fleet  against 
any  power  in  Europe  but  ourselves ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that 
they  would  put  themselves  to  such  a  great 
expence,  unless  they  were  suspicious  that 
the  measures  they  have  resolved  to  pursue 
may  make  this  nation  eneage  in  the  war ; 
ana  in  such  a  case,  I  think  it  is  natural  to 
believe,  they  would  take  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  invade  or  disturb  us :  They  have 
audi  an  absolute  command  over  all  uie  sea^- 
men  of  their  country,  they  have  always 
such  numbers  of  regular  troops  upon  their 
coasts,  or  within  a  few  days  march  of  their 
■ea-piorts,  that  when  they  have  their  ships 
ready  equipped  and  fit  for  sailing,  it  would 
be  easy  tor  them  to  clap  seamen  and  land- 
forces  on  board;  and  they  might  arrive 
upon  the  coasts  of  this  kingdom,  before  it 
would  be  possible  for  us  to  man  and  fit  our 
fleet  suffiaent  to  engage  them,  if  we  had 
not  made  some  extraoroinary  provision  be- 
forehand: this  every  man  must  be  con- 
vinced of,  who  knows  the  difficulty  we  had 
to  procure  seamen  enough  for  Ae  squadnm 
we  fitted  out  last  summer,  notwithi^ding 
Ae  long  time  we  hfid  to  lookfi^  them,  aao 
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the  mediod  rf  pressing  whidi  we  were 
obliged  to  make  use  ou  Nor  does  it  siff- 
nify  to  tell  us,  that  at  this  rate  we  shaU  id- 
ways  be  obliged  to  fit  out  squadrons,  and 
put  ourselves  to  a  great  expence,  whenerer 
any  of  our  neighbours  begin  to  fit  out  one ; 
for  I  take  it  to  be  a  right  maxim,  I  reailj 
think  we  ought  to  prepare  and  fit  out  a 
squadron,  whenever  we  see  any  of  oor 
neighbours  doing  sp,  unless  we  very  veil 
know  the  purooset  their  squAdron  is  de> 
signed  for.  The  expence  bestowed  li^n 
fitting  out  a  squadron  may  be  an  expence 
to  the  public,  but  it  is  little  or  no  loss  to  the 
nation ;  the  whole  is  expended  among  our 
own  people,  and  it  not  only  improves  our 
seamen,  by  maldag  them  acquamted  with 
the  servi^  on  board  a  man  of  war,  but  it 
increases  their  number ;  for  every  fleet  we 
fit  out  encourages  a  number  of  land-men  to 
engage  in  the  sea  service :  whereas,  if  bj 
neglecting  to  do  so,  thekin^om  ^oiddbe 
in^^ed,  and  a  civil  war  kindled  up,  the 
nation  would  in  that  case  sufler  a  real  k)98^ 
a  loss  which  might  far  surmount  the  ex 
pence  the  public  could  be  put  to  by  the 
fitting  out  of  twenty  squadrons;  so  that  we 
may  suffer  by  neglecting  this  maxim,  hot 
can  never  sufler  by  observing  it. 

I  shall  readihr  grant,  th^  this  nation 
would  be  more  formidable,  if  we  owed  no 
public  debts,  and  had  the  same  fleet  and 
the  same  regular  army  we  have  at  present; 
but  i^we  h»a  no  squsdrcm  ready  to  put  to 
sea,  nor  any  regular  troops  ready  to  take 
the  field,  I  cannot  admit  that  we  should 
then  be  so  formidable  as  we  are  at  present, 
even  though  we  did  not  owe  a  shilling  in 
the  world.  We  all  know,  that  what  now 
makes  a  nation  formidable,  is  not  the  num* 
ber  nor  the  riches  of  its  inhabitants,  but 
the  number  of  ships  of  war  provided  with 
able  seamen,  and  the  number  <if  r^^okr 
well  disciplined  troops  they  have  at  com- 
mand: and,  whatever  gentlemen  may 
think  of  the  acceptation  of  his  Mijesty't 
good  o%es,  I  am  persuaded  theT'^ould 
not  have  been  so  readily  accepted,  if  the 
parties  had  not  seen  us  preparing  to  do 
them  bad  eflices,  in  case  they  had  refused 
to  accept  of  our  good.  The  accepting  of 
our  good  offices  wiU,  at  least,  fiuiiish  ut 
with  an  opportunity  of  making  oursdvei 
better  acquainted  with  ^e  views  of  all  the 
parties  conceraed ;  and  there  is  no  condi- 
tion annexed  by  either  party,  but  what  was 
and  must  have  been  understood  when  we 
made  the  offer.  For  surely,  when  we  of* 
lered  the  interposition  of  our  Mod  cAoes, 
we  were  not  to  adpposa  that  ttie  emperor 
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was»  by  hit  acceptance,  to  pass  from  any 
demands  he  thought  he  had  vmoji  na ;  nor 
were  we  to  suppose  that  the  alliet  woiild  or 
<Sould  accept  or  our  godd  offices,  unless  we 
continued  neutral:  and  while  we  do  to, 
our  preparations  can  give  no  encourage- 
ment to  either  side  to  insist  iipon  unres- 
aonable  terms :  nor  can  they  give  the  least 
jealousy  to  either  side,  unless  one  or  the 
other  have  views,  which  they  know  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  fHreservation  ot  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

I  find,  Sir,  some  gentlemen  have  got 
into  a  very  odd  way  Stalking,  when  t£ey 
have  occadon  to  mention  the  puUic  ex- 
pence  ;  for  if  it  the  least  exceeds  a  million 
It  is  to  be  called  two,  if  it  exceeds  two  it 
ia  to  be  called  three :  and  because  if  may 
probid)ly  this  veac  a  little  exc^  three 
millions,  theremre  it  is  to  be  galled  four : 
ao  that  a  million  with  these  gentlemen 
aeems  to  be  of  very  little  consideration ; 
yet  when  we  talk  of  Euj^lish  money,  I 
cminot  but  think  that  a  million,  or  near  a 
million,  is  a  sum  not  to  be  despised,  and 
one  in  four  is  surely  a  material  di&rence. 
What  the  public  expence  was,  during  Uie 
wBt  in  king  William's  reign,  or  what  the 
nmnber  of  seamen  was  th^  was  kept  up 
during  the  late  war,  I  shall  not  now  inquire ; 
I  believe  both  were  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  been  pleased  to  represent,  but 
I  think  neither  material  at  present ;  for  we 
are  not  to  proportion  our  yearly  elpence, 
or  our  number  of  seamen,  by  past  times, 
but  by  present  necessities.  When  aur 
neighbours  increase  their  public  expence, 
or  toeir  nuniberaeither  of  seamen  or  hmdr 
acMers,  we  must  increaae  ours,  odierwise 
We  may  happen  to  6dl  a  sacrifice  to  our 
frugidity :  and  as  both  France  |uid  Spam, 
but  especially  the  latter,  have  very  mudi 
cncreased  their  naval  force  smce  last  war. 
If  we  should  be  obliged  to  engage  i^ainst 
Aose  two  powers,  which  I  hope  wifi  -not 
be  the  case,  it  is  certain  we  should  be 
forced  to  maintain  a  greater  number  of 
aearoc^,  than  we  had  at  any  time  during 
tbe  late  war ;  and  the  sooner  we  begin  to 
provide,  the  less  harm  shall  we  do  our  mer- 
^^hants,  the  less  atagnaticm  AgU  we  make  in 
our  trade. 

^  Th«,  Sir,  naturally  leads  me  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  damage  done  to  ouir  trade,  by 
the  fitting  out  a  squadron  last  summer^  I 
afaall  allow,  that  our  merchants  thereby 
•ullbred  some  inconvenience,  and  were  put 
to  greater  chaise  than  usual  for  the  freight 
of  ahips  and  wages  of  seamen :  but  when 
the  whole  is  in  danger,  the  private  interest 
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of  particular  persona  must  yield  to  it;  and 
the  stop  that  was  put  to  our  trade  last 
aommer,  is,  in  my  op^luon,  the  strongeat 
argument  that  can  be  thought  of  for  the 
aufpnentation  now  proposeiC  and  for  our 
laying  it  down  as  a  maxim,  aJwi^s  to  begin 
early  to  fit  out  squadrons,  as  soon  as'  ^ 
danger  of  war  begins  to  iqppear :  for  if  we 
should  never  think  of  any  augmentation  of 
seamen  till  we  come  upon  me  very  brink 
of  a  war,  we  must  take  or  press  dO  or  per- 
haps 40,000  seamen  all  at  once  into  the 
service  of  the  public :  and  if  the  raising  of 
12  or  15,000  seamen  last  summer  put  such 
a  damp  to  our  trade,  surely  the  raising  ot 
dO  or  40,000  all  at  once  wo^ld  put  an  en- 
tire Mto^  to  it:  whereas  if  we  begin  early, 
and  raise  our  seamen  by  degrees,  fresh  men 
encouraged  by  high  wages,  will  be  daily 
entering  into  tne  merchants  service ;  those 
that  enter  this  year  will  be  seamen  Wunst 
the  next,  and  tnus  every  year  will  a&rd  a 
new  fleece  for  the  navy,  so  that  in  a  little 
time  we  may  have  our  navy  fully  provided, 
even  for  the  most  heavy  war,  without  pu^ 
ting  at  any  time  any  great  stop  to  our 
trade. 

As  for  the  Dutch,  Sir,  I  do  not  thmk  i^ 
necessary  to  enter  into  a  disquisition  about 
what  they  have  done,  what  they  ought  to 
do,  or  what  number  of  land  forces  may  ba 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  that  republic; 
for  though  they  are  our  natural  allies,  yet 
surdy  we  are  not  in  every  thing  to  be  di- 
rected altogether  by  their  conduct:  wear« 
a  distinct  nation,,  and  though  x>ur  interests 
be  generally  the  same,  yet  in  some  part^ 
cultf  casea  they  may  happen  to  be  oi&r- 
ent;  and  when  it  so  happens,  we  must 
certainly  follow  different  measure  The 
Dutch  are,  it  b  true,  a  wise  people,  but,  aa 
wise  as  they  are,  they  may  perhaps  neglect 
or  mistake  their  own  interest,  as  well  as  Uie, 
general  interest  of  Europe ;  and  if  they  do 
so,  must  we  necessarily  do  the  same?  } 
hope' no  such  thing  wili  be  pretended;  tat 
in  such  a  case  we  should,  become  in  soasa 
manner  a  province  to  Holland,  we  abauld 
become  a  mere  cnnpher  in  all  public  trans* 
actions,  and  shoula  be  no  way  r^nrded  by 
any  of  the  powers  of  Europe;  nirifthey 
could  but  secure  the  DutcV  ^>^  mig^ 
always  depend  upon  getdi^  us  into  the 
same  measure ;  and  when  tlut  Dutch  foun4 
we  had  such  a  thorough  d^>endenoe  upon 
diem,  as  goodallieaas  they  are,  they  mtghk 
periiaps,  now  and  then,  make  use  dfit  itt  a 
way,  which  would  no  way  contribute  eithaa 
to  our  interest  or  honour* 

Pesmitma  now^Sir^totak*  aooieaik* 

Digitized  by  Google 


T19] 


8  GEORGE  11.  PeHHon  complaining  of  undue  Prmetices  [780 


tice  of  the  reflections  that  have  been 
thrown  out  upon  our  late  negotiationg  and 
treaties.  As  for  the  treaties  of  Hanover 
and  Seville,  we  had  certainly  very  good 
reasons  to  enter  into  them  at  the  time 
they  were  negotiated  and  concluded :  and  as 
they  were  approved  of  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  I  think  have  no  obligation 
to  say  any  thing  in  favour  of  either;  for 
the  approbation  of  a  British  Parliament  I 
take  to  be  a  more  authentic  proof  of  their 
utility,  than  any  thing  that  can  be  said  by 
a  private  gentleman  in  their  commenda- 
tion ;  and  all  the  objections  to  them  have 
been  already  so  often  answered,  that  it  is 
needless  to  repeat  them ;  but  when  gen- 
tlemen give  us  such  a  terrible  view  ot  the 
consequences,  that  may  ensue  in  case  the 
present  emperor  shoula  happen  to  die  be- 
fore the  amtirs  of  Germany  are  fully  set- 
.tled,  I  am  surprized  to  hear  them  find  fault 
,  with  the  late  Treaty  of  Vienna,  which  was 
concluded  for  no  oUier  end  but  to  prevent 
,that  fatal  catastrcmhe:  &tal  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  to  the  a&irs  of  Europe  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  therefore  I  must  think  we  had 
the  strongest  inducement  to  enter  into  the 
guaranty  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  in  the 
most  unlimited  manner,  as  being  the  only 
expedient  by  which  that  fatal  catastrophe 
may  be  prevented.  What  reasons  the 
Dutch  might  have  for  their  backwardness 
or  caution  about  entering  into  that  Treaty 
I  do  not  know :  but  if  I  were  to  judge  of 
their  wisdom  from  their  behaviour  in  that 
respect,  I  cannot  say  I  should  hove  the 
best  opinion  of  it.    . 

.  With  regard  to  the  attack  made  upon 
the  emperor  in  Ital^,  by  the  Spaniards  and 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  it  is  certain  that  this 
nation  has  neither  given  them  any  encou- 
ragement nor  any  provocation  to  do  so; 
aim  whether  the  Imperial  Coiut  has  given 
them  any  just  provocation,  is  an  al&ir, 
which  the  mediators  must  of  course  in- 
quire into,  when  they  come  to  o&r  a  plan 
for  a  pacification.  As  to^the  afiair  of  Po- 
land, where  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
his  infcMrmation,  with  respect  to  what  he 
has  been  pleased  to  relate  to  us  about  that 
affiur,  I  smdl  not  pretend  to  guess;  but  I 
must  believe,  that  his  Majesty  knows  no- 
thing about  any  such  answers  having  ever 
been  given  to  Uie  French,  or  about  any 
aoch  instructions  having  been  sent  to  his 
ministers  in  Poland ;  this  I  must  believe 
from  what  his  Majesty  told  us  in  his  iqpeech 
at  the  openii^  of  last  session  of  parlia^ 
ment ;  and  if  there  ever  was  any  mxch 
thing,  I  am  vtty  sure  that  I  api  not  to  an- 


swer for  all  the  measures  that  have  beea 
lately  pursued,  for  that  is  one  article  I  know 
notlung  of. 

To  conclude,  Sir,  the  nation  has  al- 
ready been  put  to  a  fiirther  expence  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  war;  perhaps  too 
some  private  men  may  have  been  exposed 
to  some  inconveniences,  by  the  prepara- 
tions we  have  already  made ;  bnt  tnese  ex- 
pences  and  these  inconveniences  ought  to 
be  bom  with  patience,  when  we  consider 
the  differences  between  our  situaticm  and 
that  of  some  of  our  neighbours:  I  believe 
I  may  justly  compute,  diat  by  the  bloody 
and  obstinate  battles,  sieges  and  skirmishes, 
which  have  already  happened  since  this 
war  first  broke  out,  each  of  the  parties  en- 
gaged has  lost  at  least  50,000  men ;  so 
that  while  the  trade  of  our  neighbour  is 
interrupted,  while  a  stop  has  been  put  to 
all  sorts  of  manufactures  and  imorovementi 
among  them,  while  their  lanos  are  laid 
waste,  such  multitudes  of  their  men  des- 
troyed, we  have  carried  on  our  trade  with 
security ;  our  manufoctures  have  been  im- 
provedf,  and  extraordinary  quantities  of 
our  com  exported;  no  British  farmer  has 
been  disturbed,  not  an  acre  of  land  laid 
waste,  not  a  drop  of  British  blood  ^ilt : 
therefore,  while  we  enjoy  so  much  safety 
and  quiet,  I  cannot  think  any  man  has  rea- 
son to  complain  of  the  cha^  the  natioQ 
has  been  put  to,  or  of  the  fow  incon- 
veniencies  he  has  sufered,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  that  safety  and  quiet  which  be 
has  enjoyed :  and  as  I  am  fully  satisfied^ 
that  what  is  now  proposed  is  absolutely 
necessary,  for  securing  our  future  enjoy- 
ment of  the  same  safety  and  quiet,  I  shall 
most  heartily  give  my  consent. 

Then  the  question  being  put.  That 
20,000  men  be  employed  for  the  Sea-Ser- 
vice for  the  year  1735,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative bv  ^56  to  18S.  After  which  it 
was  resolved  without  dividing,  that  30,000 
seamen  be  employed  for  the  said  service. 

Petition  of  Scotch  Peers  complaining  of 
undue  Practices  in  the  Election  of  the  Six" 
teen  Peers.^  Feb.  13.  The  foDowing 
Petition  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  viz* 

**  To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  spiri- 
tual and  temporal  in  parliament  as- 
sembled: The  humble  Petition  of 
James  duke  of  Hamilton  and  Bran- 
don, Charles  duke  of  Queensburj 
and  Dover,  James  duke  of  Mon- 
trose, Thomas  taii  of  DundonakU 
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Alexander  earl  of  Marchmont,  and 
John  earl  of  Stair^ 

**  Sheweth ;  That  at  the  last  Election  of 
Sixteen  Peers,  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
a  majority  of  votes  was  obtained  for  the 
dukeof  Bucdeuffhy  the  duke  of  Athole,  the 
Bnarquiss  of  Lothain,  the  earl  of  Crawford, 
the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the  earl  of  Moreton, 
die  earl  of  Loudon,  the  earlof  Finlater,the 
earl  of  Selkirk,  the  earl  of  Balcarras,  the 
earl  of  Dunmore,  the  earl  of  Orkney,  the 
earl  of  Portmore,  the  earl  of  Hopeton,  the 
earl  of  Ilay,  the  lord  Cathcart ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  returned. 

**  Your  Petitioners,  however,  conceive  it 
their  duty  to  represent  to  your  lordships, 
that  several  undue  methods  and  illegal 
practices  were  used  towards  carrying  on 
this  election,  and  towards  engaging  Peers 
to  vote  for  a  List  of  Peers  to  represent  the 
Peerage  of  Scotland,  such  as  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  freedom  of  Parliaments, 
dishcmourable  to  the  Peerage,  contrary  to 
the  design  and  intention  of  those  laws  that 
direct  the  election  of  the  sixteen  Peers  of 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
and  such  as  may  prove  subversive  of  our 
ha{^y  constitution ;  instances  and  proofs 
whereof  we  are  able  to  lay  before  your 
lordships,  in  sucli  manner  as  your  lordships 
shall  direct. 

**  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  humbly 
pray,  that  your  lordships  will  be  pleased 
to  take  this  important  mBLir  into  your  most 
•erions  consideration,  to  allow  these  in- 
stances ftad  proo&  to  be  laid  before  you, 
and  to  do  therein  as  in  your  great  wisdoms 
shall  seem  most  proper,  to  maintain  the 
dignity  of  the  Peerage,  the  freedom  of  the 
election  of  Peers  for  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland,  and  to  preserve 
the  constitution  and  independency  of  Par- 
liaments.—^— And  your  Petitioners  shall 

ever  pray. (S.  s.J      Hamilton  and 

Brandon,  Queensburv  and  Dover, 
Montrose,  Dundonald,  Marchmont, 
Stair." 

Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords  re- 
lating to  the  said  Petition.*^     After  this 

*  «  The  eyes  of  all. England,  and  indeed  of 
great  part  or  Euro|)e,  were  now  fixed  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Peers,  with  reganl 
to  the  election  of  the  Scots  peers.  The  reader 
has  already  seen  the  manner  in  which  that 
•lection  was  conducted,  and  the  Protests  there- 
upon. Some  of  the  peers  and  their  families 
then  in  the  opposition,  had  bsen  evsr  dtstin- 
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Petition  was  read,  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
stood  up,  and  moved  for  a  day  to  take  it 
into  consideration ;  he  would  not  positively 

gaished,  even  in  the  worst  of  times,  by  their 
attachment  to  the  Protestant  succession  io  the 
house  of  Hanover,  and  some  of  them,  particu- 
larly the  earl  of  Stair,  was^  represented  as  a 
luDd  of  confessor  in  that  cause. 

**  He  was  a  nobleman  of  a  most  graceful, 
elegaot,  person ;  his  courage  was  uDqaestion- 
^le ;  and  though,  perhaps,  he  had  his  equals 
as  a  genera],  it  was  acknowledged. by  all  par- 
ties, he  had  none  as  an  ambassador.  The  dis- 
appointment of  the  rebellion  of  1715  in  Scot- 
land, was  chiefly  owing  to  the  measures  he 
had  formed  with  the  diike  of  Orleans,  after- 
wards U^^t  of  France,  while  be  was  ambas- 
sador at  the  French  coijrt.  Lewis  XIV.  was 
then  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  4nd  made  no 
secret  tliat  he  hated  Stair,  though  be  gave  no 
other  reason  for  it,  than  his  attachment  to  the 
house  of  Hanover.  The  earl  of  Stair  knew 
this;  but  be  knew,  at  the  same  time,  that 
Lewis  was  then  ijnable  to  get  either  statesmen 
or  ffenerals  to  carry  into  execution  the  plans  he 
bad  formed  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.  His 
lordship  availed  himself  of  this  knowledge,  and 
employed  both  his  money  and  credit  so  well, 
that  nothing  was  transacted,  even  in  the  French 
king's  most  retired  cabinet,  that  tlie  earl  of 
Stair  was  a  stranger  to.  But  notwithstanding 
all  his  great  abilities,  in  his  military  and  minis- 
terial capacity,  his  lordship  had  weaknesses. 
Conscious  of  the  great  services  he  had  done  to 
the  house  of  Hanover,  he  put  it  out  of  hts  so* 
vereign's  power  to  repay  tbem,  because  he 
over  rated  them.  And  therefore,  when  be  was 
unreasonably  disgusted,  the  public  was  too  apt 
to  conclude,  that  he  was  unjustly  disgraced. 
He  was  an  aukward  speaker,  but  was  not  ua-t 
happy  in  writing ;  and  his  turn  for  extrava- 
gance, brought  him  under  obligations,  which  a 
man  of  his  spirit  ought  to  have  disdainwl.  His 
character  in  life,  however,  notwithstanding  the 
iownessofhis  fortune,  was  at  this  time. very 
high,  and  bis  connections  with  the  remains  of 
th«old  Marlborough  interest,  were  very  strong, 
it  was  publicly  known,  that  all  the  complaints 
so  industriously  spread,  about  the  election  of 
the  Scotch  peers,  were  levelled  equally  against 
the  minister  and  the  earl  of  Ilay,  who  was 
looked  upon  to  be  the  chief  dhrector  of  Scotch 
afiairs. 

'<  The  earl  of  Ilay  was,  by  bvtb,  an  £ng- 
lishman,  and  resided,  in  England  till  he  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age.  It  is  hard  to 
say,  whether  his  application  to  business,  or  his 
abilities  for  it,  were  superior.  When  young, 
he  studied  as  bard  as  if  be  had  bsen  (which  in- 
deed was  partly  the  case)  to  get  his  livelihood 
by  his  learning,  and  made  a  progress  in. the 
civil  law,  superior  ^to  that  of  many  of  its  pro- 
fessors. Though  it  is  natural  to  believe  that  lie 
was  bom  with  an  aversion  to  -the  house  of 
Stuart, -by  whom  he  had  lost  bis  great  grand- 
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fix  upon^any  day,  but  he  would  propose  that 
day  month,  and  that  their  loroBhips  might 
order  those  persons,  bj  whom  ttie  P^i- 
tioners  thought  they  could  prove  their  al- 
legations, to  attend  against  that  day :  in 
this  motion  he  was  seconded  by  the  duke 
of  Marlborough.  In  support  of  the  question 
it  was  argued  by  the  two  noble  dukes  who 
made  and  seconded  the  motion,  in  sub- 
stance as  follows ;  viz. 
My  Lords,  I  take  it  to  be'a  constant 

father  anil  grandfather,  yet  so  far  from  mant- 
lestiog  that  aversion,  either  unjustly  or  in- 
decently, all  the  lise  he  made  of  his  power  in 
that  respect,  was  to  gain  orer  to  the  govern- 
inent,  as  many  of  the  deluded  followers  of  that 
bouse,  as  be  possibly  could  ;  and  to  his  wise 
moderation  it  was  owing,  that  in  Scotland,  few, 
besides  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  were  then 
avowed  jacobires.  He  united,  if  ever  man 
did,  the  characters  of  a  philosopher  and  a  po- 
litician. For,  notwithstanding  the  torrents  of 
unsupported  personal  abuse,  poured  forth 
against  him  in  public,  he  never  was  known  to 
revenge  his  own  quarrel,  or  to  desist  from  his 
own  |ilan.  The  pursuit  of  power  in  him  never 
diverted  him  from  that  of  knowleilge  ;  of 
Which  be  bad  a  greater  variety,  than,  perhaps, 
any  man  of  his  age.  He  despised  money, 
even  to  a  ikult,  and  the  larger  his  estate  was, 
the  smaller  was  his  income,  for  he  expended 
it  before  it  came  to  his  hands,  in  the  encou- 
higement  and  quickening  of  national  mdustry 
And  the  promoting  public  improvements. 
Nothing  more  shall  be  here  said  or  this  great 
man  and  nothing  has  been  said,  that  his 
greatest  enemies  luive  not,  at  times,  confessed. 

«*  Feb.  13th,  the  duke  of  Bedford  presented 
to  the  house  of  peers  the  following  Petition, 
(See  p.  730). '  It  must  be  acknowledged,  it  was 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature  ;  •  tor  it  had  a 
tendency  to  vacate  the  seats  of  all  the  sixteen 
peers  of  Scotland.  Therefore,  arthe  duke  of 
Newcastle  very  properly  observed,  it  was  ex* 
tremely  doubtrol  ,whetber  the  House  had  even 
a  power  of  reccdving  such  a  petition.  Nothinsf 
in  the  Articles  of  the  Union  gave  a  British 
House  of  Lords  a  right  to  interfei|?e  in  the  alec* 
tion  of  the  Scotch  oeers  ;  norind^  had  they 
any  such  right,  unless  %ome  particular  chaise 
was  stat|^,  and  offered  to  be  proved.  The  al- 
legSL^cfisof  the  petition  were  genera),  no  per- 
son being  named  ;  and  it  was  very  doubtful,  if 
the  prayer  of  the  petifion  was  g^ranted,  where 
It  might  eud  ;  or  whether  the  peers  had  a 
right  to  contronltbe  crown  in  the  exercise  of 
its  (avour  to  any  of  their  brother -peers,  which 
was  all  that  possibly  could  be  proved,  had  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  been  granted. 

*' On  the  other  hand,  the  racts,  contained  in 
(be  allegations,  were  of  a  very  bad  com- 
plexion ;  and  no  lord  pretended  to  say,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  punished,  if  they  were 
proved.'^   Tindal. 
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and  a  certain  maxim  of  this  House,  never 
to  reject  the  Petition  of  any  subject,  or  of 
any  number  of  subjects,  unless  upon  the 
very  face  of  the  petition  there  appears  to  be 
something  very  frivolous  or  impertinent; 
and  upon  all  the  petitions  I  have  observed 
presented  to  this  House,  there  has  ahvays 
Deen  a  day  assi^ed,  either  for  an  answer, 
or  for  the  Petitioner  to  prove  his  allega- 
tions, according  to  the  nature  of  Uie 
Petition.  If  it  be  a  Petition  against 
any  particular  person  or  persons,  such 
as  Petitions  of  appeal,  there  is  then  a 
day  ig)pointed  for  the  defendants  or  re- 
spondents to  answer ;  and  a  sunomons  is 
directed  of  course  to  be  served  upon  them 
for  that  end ;  if  the  Petition  be  to  set  forth 
any  particular  grievances  or  inconveniences 
the  Petitioner  labours  under,  and  from 
which  he  desires  the  aid  of  this  House,  to 
be  relieved,  such  as  Petitions  for  private 
Bills ;  the  Petitioner  has,  in  such  cases,  a 
day  to  prove  the  allegations  of  his  Peti- 
tion, and  for  that  end  he  has  of  course  the 
aid  of  this  House  fby  summoning  those 
persons  to  atteno,  by  whom  he  tmnks  he 
can  prove  what  he  lias  in  his  Petition  set 
forth :   if  it  be  a  Petition  complaining  of 

Sublic  grievances,  in  order  to  obtain  a  pub* 
c  law  for  the  redress  of  those  grievances, 
the  Petitioner,  or  Petitioners  have  then  a 
day  assigned,  for  proving  their  allegation, 
and  they  have  of  course  the  8uinmons,,or 
order  of  this  House,  commanding  those 
persons  to  attend,  by  whom  they  think 
they  may  prove  the  facts  or  tlie  grievances 
complained  of. 

Of  this  last  sort  I  take  the  Petition  to 
be,  which  I  have  now  had  the  honour  to 
present  to  your  lordships ;  and  never  was 
there,  I  believe,  a  Petition  presented  to 
this  House  of  greater  consequence  as  to 
the  subject  matter  complained  of,  or  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  Petitioners.  The  com- 
plaint, my  Lords,  is  of  the  highest  nature 
imaginable :  it  is  a  complaint  thai  neariy 
concerns  both  the  honour  and  the  dignity, 
nay,  I  may  say,  tlie  very  being  of  tms 
House ;  because,  if  there  be  good  ground 
for  the  complamt,  the  constitution  of  this 
kingdom  cannot  subsist,  the  liberties  of  our 
country  cannot  long  endure,  if  the  griev- 
ances complained  of  be  not  fully  and 
speedily  redressed*  Then  as  to  the  Peti- 
tioners, let  us  consider,  my  Lords,  who 
they  are ;  they  are  men  of  as  high  rank  as 
any  subjects  in  the  kingdom;  they  are 
noblemen  of  equal  quality  with  ourielvei 
in  every  respect,  ex(^t  as  to  aeM  in  this 
House ;  ana  that  they  have  perhi^  becff 
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ckpmed  ofy  by  the  €vil  practices  of  which 
they  complain :  but  this  they  do  not  insist 
on ;  they  do  not  come  here  to  complain  of 
any  particular  injury  done  to  themselves ; 
it  18  their  regard  for  the  public  weal^  their 
regard  for  t^  honour  bt  tliis  House,  that 
hat  prevailed  on  them  to  become  Peti- 
tioners to  your  lordships. 

I  shaU  not  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  say, 
that  the  facts  complained  of  are  true ;  that 
your  l<Nrdships  are  to  determine,  after  a 
^1  and  a  strict  enquiry ;  but  I  am  sure 
there  is  nothing  fHvolous  or  impertinent 
appears  upon  the  face  of  the  Petition ;  and 
it  we  may  judge  from  die  characters,  as 
well  as  quali^  of  the  Petitioners ;  if  we 
>ttay  judge  from  common  fame  and  public 
report ;  nay,  if  we  may  judge  from  some 
occorrences,  not  a  great  manj  years  a^o, 
there  is  reason  to  ti^eve  their  complamt 
is  but  too  well  grounded.  All  the  Peti- 
tionexs  we  know ;  some  of  them  have  had 
the  honour  to  sit  in  this  House ;  and  while 
Uiey  sat  here,  their  behaviour  was  such, 
that  I  am  persimdednone  of  your  lordships 
wOl  think,  Hhat  they  would  allow  them- 
sdves  to  be  imposed  on  by  ridiculous  re- 
ports, or  slieht  surmises.  I  cannot  there- 
ibr^,  in  the  least,  suspect,  that  the  Petition 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  present  will  be 
rejected;  and  ^  this  reason,  I  think,  the 
only- proper  motion  I  can  make,  is,  to  ap^ 
point  a  day,  &c«  (as  above-mentioned.) 

Lord  Onslow.  My  Lords,  though  it  has 
always  been  the  practice  of  this  Hou^,  to 
receive  Petitions  from  any  subiect,  which 
did  not  in  themselves  appear  frivolous  or 
impertinent ;  yet  the  Petition  now  pre- 
sented to  us  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  such  an 
extraordinary  nature,  that  it  deserves  Uie 
most  mature  deliberation :  it  is  a  petition 
by  which  several  lords,  who  are  members 
<^  this  House,  are  charged  with  illegal 
practices;  and  as  such  a  charge  must  throw 
a  very  great  scandal  upon  them,  I  therefore 
think  your  lordships  ought  well  to  con- 
sider before  you  resolve  to  give  it  so 
much  countenance,  as  to  appoint  a  day  for 
taking  it  into  consideration.    Upon  this 

The  Lord  Chancellor  rose  up,  and  ac- 
quunted  the  House,  That  the  Petition  did 
not  chaige  any  lord  in  that  House  with  un- 
due or  il^rol  prabtices4  It  contained  only 
a  general  ouu^,  that  some  such  practices 
hm  been  made  use  of,  at  the  last  electi<m 
of  sijLteen  peers  for  Scotland,  but  did  not 
aay  by  whpnu 

TbeEuiotCh^inumddey.  Though  the 
BfetitiaB  BOW  l^efiife  us,  does  not  diarge 


anj^lord  in  particular  with  any  uddae  prac-*' 
tices;  yet  it  be  must  granted,  that,  m  its 
consequences,  it  will  afiect  a  good  many 
lords  of  this  House;  for  it  expresslyi 
charges,  that  no  less  than  sixteen  lords  of 
tliis  House  were  chqsea  by  such  practices, 
and  have  thereby  got  seats  in  this  House ; 
so  that  by  the  consequences  of  this  Peti- 
tion, every  one  of  those  sixteen  may  come 
to  lose  the  seats  they  have  now  tlie  tKmour 
to  have  in  this  House:  for  this  reason 
therefore,  my  Lords,  as  well  as  on  account 
of  its  being  a  Petiti<m  of  a  very  new  and 
a  very  extraordinary  nature,  I  think  your 
lordmips  ought  to  take  some  time  to  coil- 
aider  of  it,  l^ore  you  order  any  person  to 
attend,  on  account  of  the  matter  contained 
m  the  Petition. 

The  Duke  of  Newoastle.  My  Lords, 
the  Petition  now  presented  to  us,  is  SQ^ew 
in  its  kind,  that  I  really  do  not  know  whe- 
ther we  ought  to  receive  it;  nay,  I  do  hot 
know  if  we  have  a  power  to  receive  it. 
There  was,  indeed,  since  the  union,  one 
Petition  presented  to  this  House,  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  election  and  return  of 
one  of  the  sixteen  peers  for  Scotland;'  a!n4 
this  House  did  accordingly  proceed  upon 
the  Petition,  and  did  determine  the  right  of 
election:  but  in  the  Petition  now  before 
us,  there  is  no  direct  complaint,  either* 
against  the  election  or  the  return  of  all  or  v 
any  one  of  the  sixteen  Peers  last  chosen 
for  Scotland;  and  therefore  I  cannot,  at 
present,  pretend  to  give  my  opinion,  how. 
we  can  proceed  upon  it.  As  I  have  not 
the  journal  now  before  me,  which  contains 
the  proceedings  of  this  House,  upon  the 
last  Petition  from  Scotland,  I  cannot  teU 
what  method  was  then  observed ;  but  if  )[ 
had,  I  doubt  much  if  it  could  be  of  any 
use,  because  of  this  Petition's  being  very 
widely  different  from  the  former:  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  I  must  think,  that  the  most 
prudent  method  for  us  to  takc^,  is,  to  ap- 
point a  short  day,  as  short  as  you  will,  to 
ccmsider  oS  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  be-  . 
fore  you  <4)point  a  oay,  either  for  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  Petition,  or  for  exa- 
mininff  any  witnesses,  in  relation  to  the 
facts  uerem  complained  ^.  For  Uiis  rea- 
son, I  shall  move  jour  Icnrdships  to  resolve, 
to  take  this  Petition  into  consideration  on 
this  daj  se'nnnight. 

,To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Earl  oF 
Chesterfield,  aad  after  him  the  lord  Ba* 
thurst.  That  as  to  the  Petition's  being,  in 
its  nature,  something  new  and  extraordi- 
nary, it  was  not  at  aS  to  be  wondered  at, 
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becwise  the  &cts  compUined  rf,  were  such 
as  could  be  committed  only  since  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  Whether  any 
such  practices  had  been  used  since  that 
time,  and  before  the  present,  they  would 
not  take  upon  them  to  determine;  but  if 
ever  any  such  had  been  used,  no  n^m  had 
bflfore  had  public  spirit  enough  to  com- 
plain of  them ;  and  tlierefore  they  were  the 
more  obliged  to  the  noble  Peers  who  had 
now  given  themselves  that  trouble :  That 
to  tkem  it  seemed  very  extraordinary  to 
question,  whether  that  House  had  ft  power 
to  examine  into  anv  grievances  that  could 
1^.  complained  of  by  any  subject :  but  it 
•ppeared  still  more  extraordinary  to  make 
such  a  question,  when  the  comf^aint  was 
made  by  some  of  their  own  numbier,  and  in 
relation  to  an  affair,  in  which  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  that  House  was  chiefly  and  pri- 
marily concerned:  that  for  this  reason,  it 
was  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  they  had 
not  only  a  power,  but  that  it  was  their 
dut^,  to  enquire  into  the,  matters  com- 
plained of,  and  to  sift  them  to  the  bottom; 
and  they  hopj^,  no  regards  npr  pretences 
would  prevent  their  doing  so.  However, 
they  would,  in  general,  agree  with  the 
noble  duke,  as  to  the  first  appointing  a 
short  day;  for  they  did  not  douot  but  Uiat 
fhe  more  the  a^ir  was  considered,  the 
more  every  lord  in  that  Hcyose  would  think 
himself  bound,  both  in  honour  and  duty, 
to  enquire  into  it.  But  they  thought  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  put  m  worcb,  diffi^- 
rent  from  what  the  noble  duke  had  been 
pleased  to  propose :  and  therefore  they 
thought  the  motion  ought  to  be,  That  they 
would,  upon  that  day  se'nnight,  take  into 
consideration,  the  methods  how  to  proceed 
upon  the  Petition  then  presented  to  them. 

The  Lord  Chancellor.  As  to  the  power 
or  duty  of  this  House,  in  relation  to  the 
Petition  now  before  us,  I  cannot  really, 
iqnm  so  short  a  deliberation,  ireely  declare 
my  opinion ;  and  as  there  are  some  other 
lords,  who  seem  to  be  in  ^eat  doubt 
about  this  question,  I  must  thmk  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  noble  duke  near  me,  the 
most  proper,  because  of  its  being  the  most 
general;   and  as  does  not  determine  the 

auestion  one  way  or  other,  I  cannot  but 
link  it  quite  unnecessary  to  make  any  de- 
pute about  it,  therefore  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships will  agree  to  it. 

Upon  this  the  question  proposed  by  the 
duke  of  Newcastle  was  agreed  to  without 
anv  division;  and  it  was  accordingly  re- 
solved. That  that  House  would,  upon  that 


day  se'nni^ht,  take  tho  Petftioii  into  their 
consideration :  After  which  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  lords  should  be  summoned  to  at* 
tend  upon  that  day. 

February  20.  The  order  of  the  day 
being  read,  the  duke  of  Bucdeugh  an^ 
after  him  the  duke  of  Athol  stood  up,  and 
took  notice,  that  the  Petition  they  were 
tiien  to  take  into  then:  consideration,  was 
conceived  in  such  general  and  indefinite 
terms,  that  they  comd  not  from  the  words 
of  the  Petition,  determine,  whether  or  no 
the  petitioners  designed  to  controvert,  or 
to  object  against  the  last  election  of  the 
sixteen  peers  to  represent  the  Peerage  of 
Scotland  in  that  House ;  and  as  their  right 
to  their  seats  in  that  House,  depended 
upon  the  regulari^  of  that  election,  they 
hoped  their  lordships  wou)d  take  care  to 
have  that  point  cleared  up,  before  the^ 
proceeded  any. farther  upon  that  Peti- 
tion, or  at  least,  before  they  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  any  witnesses. 

This  brought  on  a  motion,  *^  That 
the  consideration  of  the  Petition  be 
adjourned  to  a  short  day,  and  that  ,the 
petitioners  be  ordered  to  declare  against 
that  day,  whether  they  intended  to  contro- 
vert the  last  election  of  all  the  sixteea 
peers  to  represent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland 
m  that  House,  or  the  election  of  any,  and 
which  of  them." 

In  support  of  the  motion  it  was  argued 
thus: 

My  Lords,  the  Petition  now  before  us 
is,  in  my  opinion,. conceived  in  such  vague 
and  general  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
determine,  whether  the  late  election,  with 
re^ct  to  all  or  any  of  the  sixteen  peers 
last  returned,  is  to  be  attacked  or  not ; 
and  as  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whe- 
ther any,  and  what  persons  are  to  be  ac- 
cused, by  the  complamt  exhibited  to  us  in 
this  Petition;  so  I  cannot  determine,  and 
I  believe  no  lord  in  this  House  can,  whe- 
ther we  are  to  proceed  upon  this  afiair,  ia 
our  legislative  or  in  our  judicial  capacity* 
If  any  undue  or  illegal  practices  were  made 
use  of,  in  procuring  the  election  or  return 
of  all  or  any  of  the  sixteen  lords  from  Scot- 
land, now  m  this  House,  surely  that  elec- 
tion or  return  must  be  void,  and  the  peers 
of  Scotland  must  proceed  to  a  new  election. 
In  this  case,  your  lordships  are  certainly 
to  proceed  in  your  judicial  capacity ;  and 
as  the  right  of  prhrate  persons  is  to  be 
brouffhtinto  question,  as  the  right  of  jio 
less  than  isixteen  lorcU,  to  their  seats  in 
this  Hquse,  is  to  be  .examii>ed  iQto^  aoA 
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determined;  the  affiur  now  before  us  is 
then  to  be  considered  as  a  cause^  and  I 
hope  your  lordships  will  proceed  in  it  with 
the  same  justness  and  impartiality,  and 
with  the  same  regularity,  which  you  ob- 
serve in  all  other  causes.  The  sixteen 
noble  lords  now  in  this  House,  must  then 
be  considered  as  the  defendants  or  respon- 
dents; and  I  hope  your  lordships  wiU 
never  proceed  upi  any  cause,  to  examine 
witnesses  for  the  petitioner  only;  if  we  are 
to  examine  any  witnesses  against  the  no- 
ble lords  now  in  this  House,  I  hope  you 
will  give  them  proper  notice,  and  examine 
likewise  such  witnesses,  as  they  may  think 
proper  for  their  justification. 

Thoi^h  L  Cannot,  my  Lords,  from  the 
words  of  the  Petition,  determine,  whether 
any  particular  persons  are  to  be  accused, 
yetfrom  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  must  think, 
th^  it  necessarily  ends  in  an  accusation 
against  particular  persons;  for  if  there 
have  been  illegal  practices,  there  must  have 
been  illegal  practisers,  and  those  practi- 
sers  must  have  been  ^ilty  of  a  very  high 
misdemeanor.  In  this  case  likewise,  your 
lordships  are  to  proceed  in  your  judicial 
capacity;  and  in  that  way,  1  hope  you 
will  never  proceed  to  examine  witnesses 
against  any  man,  without  having  first 
called  the  party  before  you,  without  having 
given  him  notice,  of  tne  crimes  laid  to  his 
charge,  or  without  giving  him  an  opportu- 
nity, both  to  cross  examine  the  witnesses 
that  are  brought  against  him,  and  to  bring 
what  witnesses  he  may  think  proper  for  hn 
▼indication ;  so  that  I  do  not  see,  how  you 
can  proceed  in  the  i^dr  now  before  you, 
till  the  petitioners  declare,  whether  or  no 
they  intend  to  diallenge  or  impeach  the 
election  of  aQ  or  any,  and  whom,  of  the 
sixteen  peers  last  chosen,  and  have  parti- 
cularly named  the  persons  who  were  guiltv 
of  the  undue  and  megol  practices  of  which 
th^  complain. 

a  any  suitor,  in  any  of  the  courts  below, 
should  petition  this  H^use,  and  complain 
in  general  of  undue  methods  and  illegal 
practices  made  use  of  in  any  court  below, 
without  naming  any  person,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  those  undue  methods  or  illegal 
practices ;  I  believe  your  lordships  would 
not  so  much  as  receive  or  give  any  coun- 
tenance to.  such  a  petition ;  but  in  the  pre- 
mexkt  case,  your  lordships  have  received  the 
Petition,  and,  in  my  opinion,  you  are  in 
the  right,  not  only  to  receive  it,  but  to  take 
4dl  proper  methods,  to  get  at  the  bottom 
^fthe  complaint,  both  because  of  the 
dignity  of  the  petitioners,  and  because  the 


matters  complcdned  of,  may  afllect  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  this  House ;  yet  still, 
my  Lords,  1  h(^  you  will  proceea  in  it  in 
such  a  manner,  as  not  to  do  injus^ce  to 
any  private  man,  and  so  as  not  to  load  the 
innocent  with  even  the  imputation  of  a 
heavy  crime* 

In  all  cases  of  evidence,  the  witnesses 
must  be  examined  as  to  particular  fects, 
and  likewise  as  to  particular  persons; 
and  those  persons,  as  well  as  facts,  the 
judges  must  be  fully  informed  of,  be^ 
fore  any  witnesses  are  brought  before 
them  to  be  examined.  I  believe,  my 
Lords,  it  was  never  yet  known,  that  any 
court  of  judicature  proceeded  to  examine 
witnesses,  without  havine  first  the  parti- 
cular facts  laid  before  them,  which  were 
to  be  proved  by  the  witnesses,  and  like* 
wise  the  persons  names,  against  whom  the 
witnesses  were  to  prove  those  fapts.  This 
is  a  rule  which  must  be  observed,  in  all 
courts  of  judicature,  otherwise  they  can 
never  know  what  they  are  about;  and 
therefore,  if  your  lordships  are  topn>« 
ceed  upon  this  affiur  in  your  judicial  d^MU 
city,  wnich  I  think  you  must,  you  cannot 
regularly  proceed  to  examine  any  wit- 
nesses, till  you  know  the^particular  fiicts 
those  witnesses  are  brought  to  prove,  and 
the  names  of  the  particular  persons  against 
whom  those  fiicts  are  to  be  proved,  without 
which  I  cannot  comprehend,  what  use  you 
are  to  make  of  the  proofs,  that  are  to  be 
laid  before  you,  or  for  what  end  you  are 
to  put  a  great  many  gentlemen,  and  for 
what  I  know,  noblemen  also,  to  the  ex- 
pence  and  trouble  of  coining  a  great 
many  miles  to  be  examined  as  witnesses 
at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

I  am,  my  lords,  as  much  as  any  lord  in 
this  House,  for  inaking  a  most  strict  en- 
ouiry  into  the  matters  complained  of  by 
tne  petition  now  before  us  ;  and,  for  this 
reason,  I  am  for  our  taking  such  previous 
steps,  as  may  enable  lis  to  proceed  with 
certainty,  ease,  and  satisfaction  to  our- 
selves, without  doing  an  injunr  to  any  in- 
nocent man ;  for  if  we  proceed  to  examine 
witnesses  before  we  have  fixed  upon  the 
particular  matters,  as  to  which  those  wit- 
nesses are  to  be  examined,  I-  foresee  that 
we  must  involve  ourselves  in  difficulties, 
which  we  shall  find  altogether  inextri- 
cable ;  and  as  the  right  of  the  sixteen 
noble  lords  who  now  sit  in  this  House,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  peerage  of  Scot- 
land, IS  the  chief  thing  to  be  considered,  I 
think  the  petitioners  ouffht  first  to  de- 
clare whether  or  no  they  mtend,  by  their 
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l>etiti<m,  to  challenge  oi  iagfieach   that 

To  this  it  was  answered,  in  substance 
BsfoUowsy  viz.    < 

My  lords,  the  p^ition  now  before  us  is 
general,  and  it  ought  to  be  so :  it  is  not  a 
petition  relating  to  any  private  right ;  it  is 
not  a  petition  complaining  of  any  private 
injury ;  it  is  only  in  the  nature  of  a  gene- 
ral complaint  against  some  illegal  prac- 
tices, supposed  to  have  been  nisde  use  of 
at  the  last  election  of  the  sixteen  peers  of 
Scotland,  which  tl^  petitioners  think  of 
the  utmost  consequence  to  the  honour 
«nd  dignity  of  this  House,  and  to  the  free- 
dom and  independency  of  Parliament; 
these  practices,  the  petitioners  have  got 
Aome.unperfect  accomits  of^  and  by  the 
accounts  they  have  got  of  them,  they  seem 
.to  be  of  such  a  heinous  nature,  and  at- 
tended with  such  dangerous  consequences, 
that  they,  as  peers  of  Great  Britain,  as 
subjects  of  a  legal,  and  as  yet  free  govem- 
JDent,  thought  themselves  oUiged  to  in- 
form this  House  df  what  they  had  heard, 
and  q(  the  witnesses  by  whom  they  think 
those  deep  and  dark  practit:es  may  be 
made  appear ;  well  knowing,  that  if  Uiere 
were  reatly  any  such  practices,  the  power 
and  the  authority  of  this  House,  if^exer- 
cised  as  it  ought  to  be,  and,  I  hope,  as  it 
will  be  upon  this  occasion,  may  make  up 
the  deficiencies  of  the  informations  they 
have  had.  As  the  practices  they  complain 
of,  are  ^f  the  most  heinous  nature,  they 
must  certainly  have  been  carried  oain  m 
most  hidden  manner;  and  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  supposed,  that  the  pel;itioners, 
or  that  any  man  in  a  private  capacity,  can 
have  Such  a  fuH  mformation  of  them,  as 
to  charge  the  facts,  or  accuse  the  persons 
particukrly ;  but  upon  the  examination  at 
the  Imut  of  your  lorcthios  House,  of  such 
witnesses  as  they  shall  desire  to  be  exa- 
mined, the  iniquittn»  mysteries  may  pro- 
bably come  to  be  revealed ;  both  the  &ots 
and  Uie  persons  may  beparticulady  brought 
to  light ;  and  then  I  doubt  not,  but  your 
lordships  will  take  such  methods  as  the 
law  directs,  in  order  to  punish  the  guflty, 
to  vindicate  the  honour  and  the  diffnitr  o£ 
this  House,  and  to  preserve  the  nreedom 
4Uid  independency  of^Parliament.  This  is 
ttrhat  the  petitioners  sue  for,  this  is  what 
the  nation  expects,  and  I  think  the  peti- 
tioners have  t^en  the  most  proper  way, 
the  only  way  they  could  take,  to  lay  tlus 
important  mak  iNrfbreyour  lordships. 

laasurpiiaed,  my  Icnrds,  tohear  it  iuid, 


th^  the  affidr  now  before  us  can,  in  any 
light,  be  looked  on  as  a  cause,  or  that  it 
ought  to  be  treated  as  sudu  Do  tiie  peti- 
tioners come  here  to  complain  of  any  vio- 
lation of  their  own  particular  rigbts  ?  D^ 
they  complain  of  any  injury  oflered  to 
them,  <Hr  either  of  them  in  particular  ?  })o, 
myl<Hxls,  their  complabt  proceeds  from  a 
more  generous  motive  ;  their  ccnnplaint  ia 
against  a  general  grievance ;  and  diere* 
fore,  if  the  a£^r  now  before  us  is  to  be 
looked  on  as  a  cause,  it  must  be  looked  on  as 
the  cause  of  our  country  and  constitution  ; 
if  any  injury  has  been  done,  it  is  to  the 
constitution  that  injury  has  been  done, 
and  it  is  to  the  constitution,  that  redress 
must  be  granted;  but  whether  that  redress 
must  be  granted,  by  punishing  those  tlutt 
shall  be  found  to  be  guilty,  or  by  making  a 
new  law  to  prevent  such  practices  in  time 
to  come,  or  by  both,  is  what  cannot  now 
be  determined. 

I  shall  readily  agree,  my  lords,  that  if 
there  wore  any  meal  practices,  tJiere 
must  have  been  iUejgal  practisers;  but  till 
you  come  to  examine  witnesses,  you  caa 
discover  neither ;  and  even  after  you  hstia 
examined  all  the  witnesses  you  can,  afier 
having  made  as  strict  an  enquiry  as  po^ 
sible,  the  practices  may  have  been  cairied 
on  in  such  a  hidden  and  such  a  ^^ubtil 
manner,  that  even  your  lordships  mm  not 
be  able  to  fix  them  upon  an^r  particular 
person,  though  at  the  same  tinfte,  it  mi^ 
f^pear  evident,  that  some  illegal  practices 
have  been  made  use  of :  in  such  a  case, 
what  are  your  lordships  to  do  ?  Surehf 
you  are  not  to  leave  tne  honour  <^  this 
House,  and  the  voy  being  of  our  const!* 
tution,  exposed  to  the  same  ill^^al  pra^ 
tices  at  the  next  election  i  You  are  not  t# 
neglect  to  repair  a  breach  made  in  your 
house,  because  you  cannot  discover  the 
thieves  that  made  it.  You  are  certainty, 
in  such  a  case,  to  contrive  and  pass  some 
propa:  law  for  prelrentinff  such  practices 
nnr  thefiitiire.  But  on  tne  other  hand,  if 
the  practisers,  as  well  as  the  practices^ 
should  luckily  be  discovered  by  meenqairj 
your  lordshins  are  to  make,  you  wfll  then 
certainly  oraer  a  prosecution  to  be  carried 
on  against  the  persons  fi)und  or  suspected 
to  be  guilty ;  mose  persons  will  then  be- 
come defendants,  not  to  this  petitioo,  bat 
tothe  prosecution  that  shall  ibea  be  oiw 
dered  scainst  them ;  and  up(m  that  pvose- 
ctttioD  mey  nmst  of  coursenave an oppoi^ 
tunity  tomma  witnesses  in  tiietr  own  jn» 
tification,  andto  cross  examine  such  wit- 
as  shall  be  bnMigbt  q;ainst  t 
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As  to  the  right  of  ^  sixteen  noble 
lords,  who  have  now  the  honour  to  have 
teats  in  this-HousOy  I  ))ope  it  will  not  be 
impeadied  by  any  proof  that  can  be 
brought  on  this  occasion,  and  therefore  I 
wonder  that  any  of  them  should  shew  the 
least  jealousy  or  apprehension  of  any  such 
event;  but  suppose,  my  lords,  that,  in 
Examining  the  witnesses  that  are  to  be 
brought  before  you,  seme  thin^  should 
appear  that  might  tend  towards  mvalidat- 
ing  the  last  election,  and  consequently^, 
their  present  right  to  fheir  seats  in  this 
Hotise;  surely,  your  lordships  will  not, 
upon  such  an  examination,  immediately 
oroceed  to  declare  the  late  election  void. 
You  must  then  of  course  appoint  a  day  to 
examine  into  the  merits  of  the  Ji^  elec- 
tion, and  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  noble 
lords  who  are  now  in  this  House  by  virtue 
of  that  election,  will  become  defendants, 
not  to  this  petition,  but  to  the  enquiry  that 
thall  then  be  ordered  into  the  merits  of 
their  election;  and  upon  that  occasion 
your  lordships  will  certainly  proceed  with 
your  usual  justice,  and  consequently  will 
give  them  all  the  time  and  opportunity 
th^  can  desire  for  defending  Uieir  right, 
either  by  employing  counsel  to  plead  for 
Ihem,  by  bringing  such  witnesses  as  they 
may  thwk  proper  for  supporting  their  elec- 
tion, or  by  cross-exaimnmg  afl  or  any  of 
the  witnesses  that  shall  be  brought  against 
them;  for  the  witnesses  who  are  exa- 
inmed  upon  this  petition,  must  be  all  re- 
examined, when  your  lordcAiips  come  to 
enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  late  Sec- 
tion, if  it  shall  become  necessary,  which  I 
bope  it  will  not,  for  thi^  House  to  make 
any  such  enquiry. 

I  cannot  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  any 
gteat  knowledge  in  the  law,  and  much  less 
to  a  thorough  laurnledge  o£  the  forms  of 
Westminster-hall;  hut  1  must  say,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  think  youjr  lord' 
ahms  are»  upon  this  important  occasion, 
&liuig  too  much  into  me  forms  of  the 
courts  below*  It  is  well  known^  that  a 
great  part  of  their  time  is  taken  up  in  de- 
bating and  arguing  about  the  forms  and 
methods  of  proceemn^,  by  which  the  prin- 
cipal a£^  in  dj^mte  is  often  delayed,  'and 
not  seldom  entirely  dropt ;  and  the  debate 
we  are  now  fm,  I  must  consider  as  a  de* 
bate  of  the  same  nature.  This  is  not  your 
lor^hips  usu^l. way. of  proceeding;  and 
when  an  afBEur  is  brought  before  you,  which 
directly  and  immediately  concerns  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  ihia  House,  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  any  debate  about  the  me- 
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thods  bofw  we  shall  proceed  to  enquire  into 
it;  and  I  am  still  more  surprised  to  hear  it 
said,  that  we  must  never  examine  any  wit- 
nesses, unless  we  first  know  the  particular 
fkcts  to  which  they  are  to  be  examined: 
This  would  be,  indeed,  tying  us  down  to 
forms  in  the  strictest  manner;  nay,  in  a 
more  strict  manner,  in  my  opinion,  than 
any  court  of  common  law ;  for  I  think  I 
have  heard  of  a  form  or  method  of  pro- 
ceeding in  those  courts,  which  they  call 
'pleading  the  general  issue,'  and  *  giving  the 
special  matter  in  evidence ;'  in  which  case, 
it  I  am  ri^tly  informed,  none  of  the  par- 
ticular facts,  to  which  the  wilxiesses  are  to 
be  examined,  are  laid  before  the  court,  nor 
does  the  court  know  any  thing  of  the  ques^ 
tions  that  are  to  be  put  to  them,  till  Uiey 
come  to  be  examined,  and  then  only  the 
court  is  to  judge,  whether  tiie  question  that 
is  put,  has  any  relation  to  the  general  issue 
then  before  the  court:  but  as  the  affiuir 
now  befwe  us  is  no  trial,  as  this  House 
was  never  supposed  to  be  confined  to  the 
rules  or  the  rorms  of  inferior  courts,  and  as 
I  am  very  lit(le  conversant  in  such  forms^ 
I  shall  say  no  more  upon  this  subject. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  I  am  very  little 
acquainted  with  the  forms,  or  the  manner 
of  prodseding  in  the  courts  below,  yet  I . 
hope  I  know  something  of  the  methods  of 
proceeding,  as  well  as  of  the  power  and 
authority  of  this  House ;  and  therefore  I 
am  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  motionmade 
to  us ;  for  I  cannot  comprehend  the  end 
for  which  it  is  designed,  or  the  purpose  it 
can  serve.  That  uie  petitioners  shotild 
declare,  whether  or  no  they  intend  to 
cliallenge  or  impeach  the  election  of  aU  or 
any,  and  which  c^  the  sixteen  peers  last 
chosen:  for  God's  sake,  my  lords,  what 
will  this  dedaration,  when  made,  signify  ? 
Is  this  House  to  be  confined,  or  any  wi^ 
restrained  by  any  declaration  the  petition- 
ers can~  make  ?  suppose  they  should  de- 
clare, that  they  do  not  intend  to  cludlenge 
or  impeach  tiie  election  of  all  or  any  of 
the  sixteen  peers  last  ehosen:  are  we, 
when  we  come  to  exaixnne  witnesses  upon 
this  petition,  to  be  told,  you  must  not  i»k 
snd)  a  question,  or  such  a  question,  be- 
cause by  the  answer  to  that  ouestion,  die 
election  of  the  sixteen  peers  last  chosen^ 
or  of  some  of  tikcm,  may  be  brou^t  into 
dispute,  or  impeached  ?  Surdy,  it  is  not 
intended  that  we  should  be  in  this  manner 
confined,  by  any  dedaration  the  petition- 
ers can  make;  and  if  we  do  examine  wit- 
nesses upon  this  petition,  with>i  ftdl  liberty 
to  ask  all  such  questions  as  may. tend  to* 
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wards  disooveriDg  any  illegal  practice  that 
may  have  been  made  use  of;  suppose  upon 
that  examination,  8i|ch  facts,  such  prac- 
tices should  appear,  as  must  evidently 
tend  towards  rendering  the  late  election 
void,  is  this  House  to  be  circumscribed  by 
any  declaration  the  petitioners  can  make, 
10  as  that  it  shall  not  be  in  our  power  to 
proceed  in  a  r^ular  way  to  declare  that 
election  void  ?  X  hope,  my  lords,  no  such 
thing  will  be  pretended ;  and  therefore,  as 
such  a  declaration,  when  obtained,  can 
signify  nothing,  I  hope  an  a^r  of  so  much 
consequence  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  House,  and  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendency of  parliament,  wiU  not  be  de- 
layed upon  that  account. 

To  this  it  was  said,  by  way  of  Reply, 

That  they  would  readily  grant,  that  that 
House  was  not  to  be  cu*cumscribed,  or 
any  way  interrupted  or  confined  by  any 
declaration  the  petitioners  could  make; 
but  as  such  a  declaration  could  do  no 
harm,  or  any  way  retard  the  enquiry  their 
lordshipa  were  to  make,  and  as  it  would  be 
a  satismction  to  the  sixteen  ^oble  lords 
then  in  that  House  from  Scotland,  and  had 
been  expressly  desired  by  some  of  them, 
they  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
motion,  especially  as  it  could  not  occasion 
any  great  delay,  because  the  petitioners' 
could  in  a  very  short  time,  or  perhaps,  im- 
mediately, msJce  such  a  declaimtion  as  was 
desired ;  and  therefore  they  would  move, 
that  the  fiurther  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion should  be  adjourned  but  till  next  day, 
and  that  the  petitioners  should  against  that 
time  declare,  idiether  or  no  the  v  intended 
by  dieir  petition  to  controvert  the  election 
of  all  or  any,  and  which  of  the  sixteen 
peers  last  chosen  to  represent  the  peerage 
of  Scotland  in  that  House. 

Any  farther  Reply  in  this  afEsdr  was  pre- 
vented, by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  stanoing 
im  and  acquainting  the  House,  That, 
sipce  the  beginning  of  that  debate,  he  had 
been  with  the  Petitioners,  and  that  they  had 
empowered  him  to  make  the  Declaration 
proposed ;  and  that,  for  his  greater  secu- 
ri^,  he  had  taken  it  down  from  the  Peti- 
tioners in  writing,  which,  if  their  lordships 
pleased,  he  womd  read  to  them ;  so  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  adjourn  the  con- 
fid^ration  of  the  affiiir  one  moment  on  that 
account. 

This  occasioned  a  new  debate,  in  which 
the  lord  Bathur8t,.the  earl  of  Chjesterfield, 
and  the  earl  of  Abingdon  insisted,.  <  That 
the  dedaratioDi,  as  proposed  by  the  noble 


duke  was  sufficient;  and  that  the  curder 
proposed  might  be  entered  in  their  Jour- 
nals ;  af^er  which  it  might  be  entered,  that 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  order,  the  duke 
of  Bedford  stood  up,  and,  by  virtue  of  a 
power  from  the  Petitioners,  and  in  their 
names,  made  the  following  Declaration ; 
and  then  enter  the  Declaration  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  noble  duke ;  this,  they 
said,  they  thought  the  House  could  not 
well  refuse,  because  the  refusal  would 
really  look  something  like  doubting  the 
honour  of  the  noble  duke,  for  whom,  thej 
were  persuaded,  every  lord  there  had  the 
greatest  esteem ;  it  would  look  like  doubt- 
ing, whether  he  had  a  sufficient  authority 
to  make  such  a  declaration,  afler  he  had 
declared  he  had  authority  for  so  doing. 

This  was  opposed  by  tne  lord  Hardwick, 
and  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  who  professed 
the  greatest  esteem  for  the  noble  auke,  bu^ 
they  dicl  not  think  it  would  be  reguisur  to 
receive  a  Declaration  in  that  manner  in  an 
afiair  of  so  very  ffreat  importance ;  and  at 
last  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared.  That 
he  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  the  honour 
of  the  noble  duke,  nor  his  having  a  suffi- 
cient authority  for  what  he  proposed,  yet 
as  the  af^r  had  been  brought  before  Uiem 
by  a  petition  signed  by  the  six  noble  Peers 
he  thought  the  most  proper  and  the  most 
regular  way  would  be,  to  have  the  Decla- 
ration proposed  signed  by  them  likewise ; 
and  as  it  would  occasion  a  delay  but  of  one 
day  only,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  it.'* 

Upon  this  the  c[uestion  was  put  for  ad- 
journing the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
till  next  day,  which,  upon  a  division,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  proxies^ 
by  90  to  51.  The  question  was  next  put 
upon  the  motion  above  mentioned,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

After  this,  it  was  proposed  to  adjourn, 
but 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  stood  up  and  said. 
That  as  their  lordships  had  already  gone  a 
little  into  the  forms  of  Westminster-hall, 
he  hoped  they  would  go  a  little  farther : 
they  nad  made  an  Order,  and,  he  believed 
they  intended  the  petitioners  should  com- 
ply with  that  order ;  therefore  he  thou^t 
they  ou^ht  to  take  some  method  to  give 
the  petitioners  notice  of  the  (Nrder  they  had 


The  Eari  of  Chdmondeley  said.  That 
he  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  any 
such  notice,  because  the  orders  of  that 
House,  like  acts  of  parliament,  stood  in 
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no  need  (^  any  Aotification  or  pablication ; 
they  publish^  themselves,  and  the  par- 
ties concerned  were  obliged  to  take  notice 
of  them;    But 

Thel^ord  Baikurst  ^ewed.  That  no 
such  thing  was  to  be  presumed,  as  appeared 
by  their  constant  practice  in  all  causes; 
and  as  some  lords  seemed  to  be  fond  of 
looking  upon  the  affiur  then  before  them 
m  a  cause,  therdfore  he  would  move,  That 
tile  lordr  chancellor  should  be  directed  to 
write  letters  to  the  petitioners,  giving  them 
notice  of  the  order  their  lordships  had 
made. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said.  That  he 
should  be  ready  to  follow  their  lordships 
dii;ections,  but  desired  to  know,  if  he  should 
vrite  6ne  letter  to  the  petitioners  jointly, 
or  a  particular  letter  to  each  of  them  sepa- 
rately; and  some  lords  having  proposed 
one  fetter  to  the  petitioners  jointly. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  stood  up,  und 
said,  That  he  did  not,  before  that  time 
Jmow,  that  the  petitioners  were  a  corpora- 
tion, which  their  lordships  seemed  inclined 
to  make  them,  by  proposing  to  send  a  let- 
ter to  them  jomtlyi  whereupon  it  was 
agreed,  that  a  separate  letter  should  be 
lent  to  each  ;  and  directions  were  given 
to  the  lord  chancellor  accordingly. 

The  molioB  for  the  Declaration  above- 
mentioned,  was  made  by  the  lord  Hard- 
wicke  and  supported  by  the  earl  of  Chol- 
mondeley,  and  the  lord  Hervey;  imd  it 
was  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the 
earl  or  Strafiford,  and  the  earl  of  Abingdon. 

Feb.  21.  The  order  of  the  House  being 
read,  for  taking  this  Petition  into  CQn^ide- 
ration,  the  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  two  of  the  noble  lords,  the 
petitioners,  had  been  with  him,  and  had 
brei^ht  him  a  Declaration  in  writing, 
sign^  by  every  one  of  them,  in  obedience 
to  their  lordships  order  the  day  before, 
which  declaration  was  read  to  the  House, 
and  was  as  follows,  viz. 

*  In  consequence  of  your  Icnrdships'  Order 
of  yesterday,  signified  to  us  by  the  right 
honouraUe  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
Weyour  lordships'  petitioners  do  declare, 
that  by  our  Petiticm,  v^re  did  not,  nor  do 
intend  to  contvovert  the  Election  or  re- 
turn of  the  sixteen  peers  for  Scotland, 
mentioned(|D  our  said  Petition,  or  any  of 
them :  but  we  intended,  as  we  thought  it 
our  duty,  to  lay  before  your  lor£hips 
the  evidence  of  aueh  &Gt»  and  undue  me- 
[VOL-  IX.] 


A.  D.  1755-  [738 

thods,  mentioned  in  genend  in  our  said 
Petition,  as  appeared  to  us  t6  be  danger- 
ous to  the  constitution,  and  may  in  future 
elections  equally  affect  the  right  of  the 
present  sixteen  peers,  as  that  of  the  other 
peers  of  Scotland,  if  a  proper  remedy  be 
not  found  out:  sun  we  had  before  impower- 
ed  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedford  to  in- 
form your  lordships. (  Signed) f  Ha- 

*  miltonand  JSrandon,  Queend)ernr 

*  and  Doy er,  Montrose,  Dundonalq, 

*  Marchmont,  Stair,' 


After  the  reading  <^  this  Declaration,  a 
motiop  was  made,  <*  To  adjourn  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  Petition  till  that  day 
seven-night,  and  thattlie  Petitioners  nngbt 
be  ordered  to  lay  before  the  House,  against 
that  day,  in  writing,  instances  of  those  un- 
due -methods  and  illegal  practices  upon 
which  they  intended  to  proceed,,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  they  suspec^Led  to  he 
giulty  of  such  undue  methods  and  illegal 
practices." 

The  Argument  in  favour  of  this  motion 
was  in  substance  thus : 

My  Lords,  when  I  first  heard  this  P^l- 
tion  read,  I  was  of  opinion  with  other 
lords,  that  it  was  conceived  iix^ucb  generfl 
and  indefinite  terms,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  this  House  to  proceed  upon  it,.wit^ut 
involving  oiuselves  in  difficulti^  which  we 
should  find  insuperable ;  but  now,  _  that  :;I 
have  heard  tb^  declaration  read,  I  am  far- 
ther at  a  loss  than  ever,  to  know  what  is 
meant  or  intended  by  thePetition.  When 
I  first  heard  it  read,  I  did,' indeed,  imagine 
that  the  noble  lords  the  Petitioners,  did 
intend  to  impeach  the  last  election  of  the 
sixteen  Peers,  chosen  to  represent .  the 
Peerage  of  Scotland  in  this  House ;  and 
as  the  right  of  those  lords  was  to  be  imr 
peached,  I  thought  it  was  reasonable,  that 
the  design  and  intention  of  the  Petitionera 
should  be  expressed  in  dear  and  distinet 
terms,  therefore  I  was  for  their  making 
such  a  declaration  as  was  then  ordered  : 
but  by  their  declaration,  now  read  to  us, 
I  find  they  have  no  such  design  or  inten- 
tion ;  so  that  I  really  cannot  now  compre- 
hend, or  so  much  as  guess  at  what  tney 
would  have  us  to  do  upon  the  Petition 
they  have  presented,  unless  their  design  be 
to  impeach  or  accuse  gome  particular  per- 
sons of  crimes,  which  I  take  to  be  of  a  very 
high  nature ;  and  if  that  be  tiieir  intention, 
surely  the  persons  names  they  design  to 
impeach,  ought  to  be  particularly  express- 
ed, and  those  persons  ought  to  be  infonb- 
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'  ed  of  the  paiiicular  crimes  which  arc  laid 
tb  their  charge. 

An  accusation  is  not,  ft  is  trUe,  m  con- 
demnaUoD ;  but,inylK>rds9itniustbegrant- 
edy  that  a  man's  chartu^tersuffers  even  by  an 
accusation  ;  and  though  he  may  be  ^ter- 
wards,  upon  a  full  and  impartial  trial,  acquit- 
ted, yet  It  seldom  happens,  that  the  scandal 
thrown  upon  his  name  by  the  accusation, 
is  entirely  wiped  off  by  his  being  acquit- 
ted; and  in  the  mean  time,  during  the 
whole  time  that  intervenes  between  his  ac- 
cusation and  his  trial,  belabours  under  an 
imputation,  which  your  lordships  must  al- 
k)w  to  be  a  very  great  misfortune.  It  is 
eettain,  my  Lords,  that  every  man  ought 
to  have  a  very  great  regard  to  his  honour 
and  his  character  in  the  world ;  it  is  what 
'  the  meanest  creature  in  life  ought  to  be 
extremely  jealous  of,  and  much  more 
tb^^se,  who,  by  their  buth  and  their  for- 
tune, are  placed  ia  a  si^rior  station ;  and 
therefore  i  hope  your  lordships  will  always 
be  cautious  or  gomg  in  rashly  to  any  mea^ 
sure,  by  which  the  characters  of  private 
l&en  may  be  very  much  injured.  In  the 
present  case,  I  think,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
characters  of  some  private  men  must  be  at- 
tacked, by  any  j^rodf  ihat  caa  be  laid  be- 
fore you  m  rdationto  thisaffiur:  the  cha- 
racters of  some  men  must  suffer,  and  those 
not  <^  mean  rank  in  the  world ;  they  must 
be  persoDS  in  eminent  stations  :  therefore 
I  hope  your  lorddiips  will  not,  upon  gene- 
ral su^;gestiop8,  and  without  any  detenqi- 
nate  aim  or  deBign,  proceed  to  examine 
witnesses  in  a  case,  where  the  characters 
of  |»articular  men,  the  characters  of  men 
cmment  in  their  stations,  will  certainly  be 
greatly  injured. 

It  is  a  maxim,  my  Lords,  established  by 
Are  reason  of  things,  as  well  as  by  the 
practice,  I  believe,  of  all  the  judicatures 
in  the  world,  never  to  examine  any  witness, 
when  by  sudi  examination  a  priva^  man's 
characteir  may  be  blasted,  without  giving 
that  loan  an  opportunity,  at  the  same  time, 
to  vindicate  his  character  against  any  as- 
persion that  may  be  thrown  fipon  it  by 
that  ezaniinati<m :  hn  such  a  case  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  say,  that  this  man  whose  cha- 
racter has  been  blasted,  shall  afterwards 
have  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  it,  by 
bein^  brougnt  to  a  ndr  and  impartial  trial ; 
for,  m  the  mean  tkne,  he  must  labour  un- 
der an  imputation,  and  it  is  a  misfortune 
for  a  man  to  be  exposed  to  any  scandalous 
imputation  for  a  day,  nay,  for  a  moment : 
ihere  may,  perhaps,  be  a  real,  an  honest 
inttntioD,  to  afford  bin  a  speedy  opportu- 


ntty  for  his  justification ;  but  that  intendon 
may  be  disappointed,  he  may  die  in  the 
mean  time,  and  then  his  memory  will  be 
loaded  with  that  imputation  ror  ever: 
some  of  the  witnesses,  by  whom  he  might 
have  cleared  up  his  character,  may  die  m 
the  mean  time,  or  may  depart  out  oi  the 
kingdom ;  many  other  acciaents  may  hap- 
pen, which  may  put  it  entirely  out  of  his 
power  to  vindicate  himself,  tnough  he  be 
altogether  innocent  of  what  has  l^en  laid 
to  his  charge ;  and  therefore  it  is  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  give  a  man  an  opportunity 
of  vindicating  himself,  at  the  same  time 
and  in  the  same  manner  he  is  accused. 

Another  maxim,  my  Lords,  as  reason- 
able, and  as  uniformly  observed,  is,  diat 
no  witnesses  are  ever  to  be  examined 
against  any  man,  without  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  be  present^  to  cross-exa- 
mine the  witnesses,  and  to  take  care  tiiat 
no  leading  questions  may  be  put  to  them; 
for  when  witnesses  are  examined,  exparte^ 
they  may  vent  their  spleen,  or  satiate  their 
revenge  against  private  men,  by  swearing 
&lsly  against  them,  with  much  more  ease 
than  when  examined  in  presence  of  the 
party  accused,  and  cross-questioned  upon 
every  feet  and  every  circumstance  tney 
relate;  a  fact  may  appear  criminal  by  their 
general  and  confused  way  of  relatms  it, 
which  would  have  appeared  quite  oUier- 
wise  if  the  party  had  been  present,  in  order 
to  put  the  proper  questions  for  making 
them  explain  themselves;  and  by  artfm 
leading  questions,  Xhej  may  be  induced  to 
affirm  thmes  as  consisting  with  their  know- 
ledge, which  they  would  never  have  af- 
firmed or  perhiqps  mentioned,  if  the  par^ 
accused  h^  been  present,  to  prevent  any 
such  leading  questions  beinff  put  to  them; 
and  in  this  last  case  the  cumger  and  the 
inconvenience  is  the  greater,  Siat  when  a 
man  is  induced  tp  ailirm  any^  thing  for 
truth  upon  oath,  even  though  it  be,  per- 
haps, by  way  oi  information  or  prepara- 
tion for  a  tnal,  yet  when  the  trial  comes 
on,  and  that  man  is  again  examined,  as  a 
witness  against  the  prisoner  or  party  ac- 
cused, he  thinks  himself  in  honour  obliged 
to  stand  by  and  confirm  what  he  has  berore 
been  induced  to  declare  i^on  oath,  and 
Ugainst  that  time  will  venr  proba|>]y  be  so 
well  prepared,  that  it  will  be  impo^fble  to 
discover  his  perjury  by  any  croas  question : 
thus,  my  Lords,  it  must  appear  to  be  ex- 
tremely dai^erous  to  examiitti  witnesses  in 
any  case,  where  a  man^s  character  may  be 
brought  in  question,  without  having  ram 
present  at  audi  examination;  batteexa« 
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mine  witnettes  without  knowing  what,  or 
against  whom  you  are  to  examme  them, 
«fpecially  in  a  caie  where  the  characters 
of  men  of  the  h^hest  stations  may  very 
probably  be  attacked,  is,  m  my  opinion^  a 
method  (^proceeding  not  only  duogerous, 
but  altogetner  unprecedented. 

I  shall  not  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  be  a 
great  master  of  precedents;  but  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  heard  that  there  was 
ever  such  a  general  accusation  brou^t 
into  this  House  as  the  present.  Even 
in  impeachments,  in  acts  of  attainder, 
and  ail  the  parliamentary  proceeding  I 
have  ever  heard  of,  some  particular  racts 
are  always  chareed,  and  those  &cts  are 
likewise  chargea  against  particular  per- 
ions. .  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  ever 
any  complaint  made  to  this  House,  of  il- 
le^  practices  in  general,  without  men- 
tToning  so  much  as  one  particular  fiict,  or 
one  particular  pnerson :  But  that  we  must 
find  out  the  particular  &cts,  as  well  as  the 
particular  persons  guilty  of  those  fiicta; 
and  that  we  must,  for  that  purpose,  enter 
into  a  long  examination  of  witnesses,  and 
put  people  to  the  trouble  and  the  expence 
of  commg,  perhaps,  from  the  remotest 
parts  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  to  be 
examined  about  we  know  not  what,  and 
against  we  know  not  whom ;  this  ought  not, 
I  think,  to  be  done.  I  shall  always  be 
ready  to  agree,  to  hear  the  complaints  ^ 
any  subject,  when  made  in  any  proper 
way,  and  much  more  the  complaint  of  the 
Petitioners,  for  all  of  whom  I  have  so  great 
«n  esteem :  But  let  them  point  out  to  us, 
some  way  or  another,  of  what  and  against 
whom  they  complain ;  let  us  but  know  what 
they  complain  of,  and  the  persons  they  sup- 

fose  to  have  been  guilty  of  those  facts ;  and 
shall  be  most  ready  and  willing  to  enter 
into  any  method  for  giving  them  redress. 

There  might,  my  £ords,  be  some  excuse 
&r  the  generality  andindefiniteness  of  the 
complaint  now  before  us,  if  it  could  be 
said,  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Peti* 
tioners  to  be  more  particular ;  but  from 
the  very  Petition  they  have  presented,  the 
contrary  amears ;   for  though  they  com- 

Slain  of  illq^  practices  in  general,  yet 
ley  afterwards  say,  they  are  ready  to 
ky  instances  of  these  practices  before  us: 
It  was  therefore  in  their  power  to  have 
mentioned  those  instances  in  the  body  of 
theur  Petition ;  and  surely  they  may  still, 
whenever  they  please,  give  us  an  account 
jrf  them,  and  of  the  persons  that  were 
guilty ;  for  if  they  know  the  particular 
ttcts,  thty  must  know  the  particular  per- 


sons; and  tlierefore  they  not  only  can,  but 
may  easily  comply  with  the  motion  now 
made  to  us:   It  is  what  they  may  do,  and 
certainly  is  what  they  ought  to  do,  and 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  for  this  Houso 
to  have  done,  tiefore  we  can  proceed  to 
examine  into  the  complaint  now  before  us : 
Upon  this  occasi<m,  and  indeed  upon  every 
occasion,  we  ousht  to  remember  the  motto 
of  the  great  HaU  of  Justice  below,  ^  Audi 
<  alteram  partem.'    Let  us  hear  the  de- 
fendants ;   let  us  hear  those  against  whom 
the  complaint  is  made :   But  how  can  we 
hear  them,  unless  we  know  who  they  are? 
In  all  causes,  in  all  trials,  and  in  aH 
courts,  the  examination  of  witnesses  is  al- 
ways the  last  thing  that  is  done.   Thenar^ 
comi^ning  is  heard  in  support  or  tha 
charge,  and  then  the  court  h^ars  what  the 
defendant  has  to  say  against  it,  or  in  his 
own  justification,  berore  they  ever  proceed 
to  examine  the  witnesses  oi  either  side : 
And  in  all  the  courts  I  have  ever  heard  of^ 
except  a  court  which  is  caHed  an  Eccle- 
siastical Court,  but  is  one  of  the  most  un^ 
christian  courts  that  was  ever  set  up  in  the 
world,  I  mean  the  Court  of  Inquisition,  the 
witnesses  are  always  examined  in  the  pre- 
sence of  both  parties ;  but  if  we  should 
proceed  to  examine  Witnesses  upon  this 
Petition,  as  it  now  stands,  andwitnoytany 
more  partictilar  i^ormation,  we  ^ould  be 
still  worse  than   die  inquisition;    for  it 
would  be  entering  upon,  and  carrying  on 
a  trial,  before  we  so  much  as  knew,  or  had 
ever  heard  of  therpersons  that  were  to  be 
tried.    As  I  am  convinced,  there  is  no  lord 
ii^  this  House  that  desires  ever  to  see  a 
Court  of  Inquisition  set  up  in  this  king- 
dom, and  much  less  that  this  House  shoull 
ever  in  any  of  its  proceedings,  imitate  that 
tyrannical  court,  therefore  I  make  no  doubt 
in  your  lordships  agreeing  to  the  motion 
now  before  us. 

To  this  it  was  answered  in  Substance  as 
follows^ 

I  must  own,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  much 
surprised  at  the  motion  now  made  to  your 
loroships,  and  I  think  I  have  much  more 
reason  to  be  at  a  loss  to  know  the  true  de- 
sign of  this  motion,  than  the  noble  duke 
who  made  it  can  have,  for  his  being  at  a 
loss  to  know  the  true  design  of  the  Peti- 
tion* The  true  design  of  the  Petition,  my 
Lords,  is  in  itself  clearly  expressed,  and 
the  desire  of  die  Petition  is  wl^at  this 
House  not  only  may,  but  ought  to  comply 
with :  But  by  this  motion  t£e  Petitioner^ 
are  desired,  to  do  what  evidendy  appears  to 
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be  impoBSibleibr  them  to  comply  with:  and 
I  hope  the  noble  duke  does  no  way  intand 
what  may  be  inferred  from  such  a  demand. 
The  Petitioners  may  probably  have  heard 
of  Bone  of  those  undue  and  illegal  me- 
Aodiy  that  were  practised  at  the  last  elec« 
tion  of  Peers  in  Scotland,  but  it  is  iropos- 
lible  they  should  know  them  all,  or  all  that 
may  be  made  appear  by  an  examinaticm  of 
the  proper  witnesses  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  {  and  as  to  die  principal  persons 
concerned  in  those  practices,  against  whom 
your  tordbhips  enquiry  is,  without  doubt, 
to  be  chiefly  directed,  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible the  Petitioners  should  know  any 
thing  about  them,  at  least  not  so  much  as 
to  give  them  a  sufficient  ground  to  name 
them  to  this  House. 

To  mentign  in  any  resolution  of  this 
House,  or  to  talk  of  the  Petitioners  pro- 
oeeding  upon  any  instances,  or  against 
any  Persons^  is  wluit  is  most  irregular  and 
most  improper :  It  is,  my  Lords,  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  Petitioners  are  prosecutors ; 
whereas  it  appears  plainly,  by  their  Peti- 
tion, that,  their  only  intention  was  to  give 
yonr  lordships  notice,  that  some  dangerous 
pnctices  have  lately  been  made  use  of, 
ftad  to  contribute  as  much  as  they  coidd,  to 
{mt  you  in  a  way  ot^etting  a  fuU  informa- 
tion, in  rdadon  to  those  practices.  When 
you  have  got  this  information,  it  is  not  the 
Fetitioners  that  are  to  proceed,  it  is  this 
House  that  is  to  proceed  against  the  per- 
sons who  shall  appear  to  have  been  guDty 
of  such  practices.  Th6  Petitioners  only 
propose  to  lay  some  facts  before  your  lord- 
ships, niiich  they  take  to  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  honour  of  this  House, 
and  to  the  freedom  of  Parliament;  and 
which,  they  think,  ought  to  be  prevented  in 
time  to  come.  Ilieir  Petition  is  therefore 
m  the  nature  of  a  Petition  against  a  gene- 
ral grievance,  which  they  desire  your  lord- 
ships to  enquire  into,  and  to  provide  such 
remedy  as  you  shall  think  necessaiy.  In 
such  a  case,  is  it  proper  to  talk  ot  their 
proceeding  upon  any  facts,  or  against  any 
persons  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  either 
they,  or  this  House,  can  yet  know,  whe^ 
ther  any  persons  are  to  be,  or  ought  to  be 
proceedea  against? 

Upon  examination  of  the  witnesses, 
whom  the  petitioners  are  to  point  out  to 
you,  it  may  appear  evident,  that  some  prac- 
tices have  been  made  use  of,  which  ought 
to  be  prevented  by  some  new  law  or  regu- 
lation ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  that  proof  may 
be  such,  as  not  to  lay  a  sufficient  founda- 
tion for  prosectttiog  any  particfukur  person : 


it  cannot  therefore  be  in  tlicir  power  tv 
name  the  persons ;  but  suppose  it  were, 
are  we  to  put  off  an  affiur  which  conoema 
the  honour  of  this  Houseas  much  as  it  does 
the  petitioners,  because  they  have  not 
named,  and  perhi^  wfll  notname  the  per- 
sons guilty  ?  Suppose,  my  lords,  we  should 
get  information,  that  several  barrels  of 
gun-powder  had  been  placed  under  this- 
House,  in  order  to  blow  us  up  ;  would  it 
not  be  very  odd  in  us,  to  put  off  going  to 
search  for,  or  rvmoire  the  gun-powder,  tiH 
we  shold  be  informed  by  what  meant,  at 
what  time,  <U[^d  by  whom  the  powder  was 
placed. thane  i  The  Case  before  us  is  the 
very  same ;  there  is  a  sort  of  metaphorical 
gun-powder  placed  under  this  House, 
whicti  vrill,  in  timif^blow  us  up,  if- it  be 
not  removed  ;  and  in  such  a  case  are  we 
to  trifle  away  our  time  in  «iquiries  after 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  nlaced  h 
there,  and  the  methods  by  wMdi  it  wsa 
conveyed? 

I  shall  jreadily  grant,  my  lords,  that  a 
man's  character  suffers  a  little  even  by  an 
accusation;  but  is  not  this  the  very  reason 
why  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  do  not  allow 
any  man  to  be  accused,  but  upon  the  oadL 
of  some  person  or  another  ?  And  is  not 
this  the  strongest  reason  that  canbegivea, 
is  it  not  a  most  convincing  reason,  for  our 
not  complying  with  the  motion  made  touB? 
Nay,  does  it  not  shew,  that  the  petitionees 
would  have  acted  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
and  to  the  whole  tenour  or  the  laws  <»  din 
kingdom,  if  they  had  named  any  person  ? 
And  shall  we,  by  any  resolution  of  this 
House,  overturn  that  whkh  has  been  the 
established  maxim  of  our  law  for  so  many 
ages  ?  It  is  true,  the  most  innocent  man 
must  lie  under  an  imputation,  from  the 
time  of  his  bemg  accused,' to  the  time  of 
his  being  tried :  and  if  any  person's  name 
shall  be  mentioned  upon  the  examination 
of  witnessed  as  having  been  gui^y  of  some 
of  the  illegal  practices  complained  cS,  he 
will  certainly  lie  under  an  hn{)uti^kiD, 
from  that  time  to  the  time  of  hk  being 
brought  to  his  trial :  but  does  not  the 
same  inconvenience  accrue  from  what  ii 
now  demanded  ?  If  the  petitioners  should 
name  any  person  as  guilty,  it  will  bring  as 
great  an  imputation  upon  him^  as  if  he  nad 
bean  named  by  a  witness  upon  oath  at 
your  bar,  and  that  imputation  he  must  lie 
under,  tUl  he  can  be  cleared  by  a  feir  and 
impartial  trial :  the  imputation  wiH  bet^ 
scmie  ;  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  much 
longer  before  a  man  can  be  brought  to  hi> 
triiS>  after  being  named  by  the  ptitMoneiii 
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than  after  being  named  by  witnesses  exa- 
mined upon  a  regular  enquiry.  Let  the 
guilty  persons  then  be  who  they  will,  let 
them  be  men  in  a  hi^  or  a  low  station  in 
H&y  it  will  be  as  inconvenient  for  them  to 
have  their  names  declared  by  the  petition- 
•ra,  as  to  have  their  names  mentioned  by 
witnesses  upon  any  enquiry  your  lord- 
ships are  to  make ;  and  it  is  certainly  much 
more  consonant  to  our  laws,  not  to  have 
any  man's  name  mentioned,  till  it  is  men- 
tioned by  a  witness  upon  oath,  when  exa- 
mined upon  a  re^ar  enquiry  into  the 
&cts  cOn4>laihed  of. 

That  it  is  a  maxim  estabhshed,  either  by 
the  reason  of  things,  or  by  the  practice  of 
any  court  of  judicature  in  the  world,  never 
to  examine  witnesses,  without  giving  the 
man,  who  is  or  may  be  accused  by  such 
examination,  an  opportunity,  at  the  same 
time,  to  vindicate  his  character,  or  to  cross- 
examine  the  witnesses,  is  what  I  cannot 
agree  to :  on  the  contrary,  my  lords,  I  take 
it  to  be  a  maxim  established,  both  by  the 
reason  of  things,  and  by  the  practice  of 
every  court  of  judicature  in  the  world, 
that  it  is  pro{)er  to  enquire  into  facts  by 
the  examuiation  of  witnesses,  in  order  to 
find  out  the  permas  tliat  ought  to  \be  ac- 
cused, or  to  leam  how  to  proceed  against 
those  that  are  ;  and  at  such  examinations, 
the  parties  who  are  or  may  be  accused,  are 
never  allowed  to  be  present,  nor  have  they 
ever  the  least  notice  given  them,  that  wit- 
nesses are  to  be  examined,  as  to  facts  by 
which  their  characters  may  be  blasted. 
That  this  is  the  practice  in  this  kingdom, 
from  the  highest  court  of  judicature  to  the 
lowest,  is  beyond  contradiction.  Does  not 
this  House,  as  well  as  the  other,  sometimes 
upon  mere  sug^tions,  nay  upon  common 
fame,  enquire  into  crimes  of  the  highest 
nature,  and  in  which  it  may  be  supposed, 
,  that  persons  in  the  most  elevated  stations 
have  been  concerned  >  Have  not  commit- 
tees often  bojen  named  for  such  purposes  ? 
Arid  do  not  these  committees  always  exa- 
mine witnesses,  without  giving  an  oppor- 
ttmity  to  the  persons,  who  are,  or  may 
be  accused,  to  vindicate  their  chavcters 
at  the  same  time,  or  to  cross-examine 
tho0e  witnesses,  by  ^om  not  only  their 
characters  may  be  blasted,x  but  their  lives 
and  fortunes  brought  into  danger  ?  And 
with  respect  to  inferior  courts,  is  it  not  the 
constant  and  well-kno\ni  practice,  to  exa- 
mine witnesses  before  grand  juries,  in 
order  to  the  finding  of  Bills  of  Indictment, 
without  alkiwm^  &e  pflirty  acoased  to  be 
pceiemt^  -or  ffrm^  hira  any  notice,  tiiat 


witnesses  are  to  be  examined  against  him. 
Nay,  even  justices  of  peace,  do  not  they 
always  examine  witnesses  upon  oath,  be« 
fore  they  grant  any  warrant  I  And  is  the 
party  against  whom  the  warrant  is  to  be 
granted,  ever  present  at  such  examination, 
or  has  he  any  notice,  that  witnesses  are  to 
be  examined  against  him  ?  It  is  therefore 
certain,  that  ia  this  nation  it  has  been,  and 
still  is,  the  general  and  constant  practice 
to  in(|uire  into  crimes  of  all  kinds,  by  the 
examination  of  witnesses,  without  giving 
any  notice  to  the  party  that  is  or  may  be 
accused,  or  giving  him  any  opportunity  at 
that  time,  eiUier  to  vindicate  his  character, 
or  to  cross-examine  the  witnaises;  and 
that  this  practice  is  not  attended  wi^  any 
inconvenience,  I  need  not  endeavour  to 
prove  by  arguments  ;  for,  the  long  conti- 
nuance of  it,  is  a  better  argument  than 
any  other  that  can  be  brought. 

How  this  petition,  my  Lords,  can  be 
considered  as  an  accusation,  I  cannot  ima* 
gine ;  and  if  it  were,  I  can  as  httle  ima* 
gine,  how  it  can  be  looked  on  as  the  most 
general  accusation  that  was  ever  brought 
mto  this  House.  I  shall  not  call  it  an  ac- 
cusation, I  must  call  it  al-epresentation  oi 
a  grievance,  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be 
remedied  ;  and  that  grievance  is  very  par- 
ticularly set  forth,  both  as  to  the  nature  of 
it ;  and  as  to  the  time  of  its  happening; 
nay,  the  petitioners  go  fiirther ;  they  say 
they  are  ready  to  lay  particular  instances 
before  us,  in  that  way,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  only  proper  way  of  laying  fiicts  before 
any  court  of  judicature,  that  is,  by  the  de* 
positions  of  witnesses.  I  am  surprised  to 
near  it  said,  that  in  impeachments,  in  acts 
of  attainder,  and  in  all  parliamentary 
propeedings,  particular  fiu;ts  are  always 
charged,  and  those  facts  chareed  against 
particular  persons  :  your  lordships  must 
all  know,  that  impeachments  and  acts  of 
attainder  are  generally  grounded  upon  an 
enquinr  made  hy  this  or  the  other  House 
of  Fiarliament :  it  is  true,  when  the  affiuf 
comes  the  length  of  an  actual  impeach- 
ment, or  a  bill  of  attainder,  pardcular  fii<;ts 
are  then  charged,  and  those  facts  are 
charged  upon  partieidar  persons ;  bat 
most  of  those  enquiries,  which  have  been 
the  first  steps  towards  an  impeachment,  or 
Bill  of  Attainder,  have  proceeded  upon 
general  surmises,  some  of  them  jipon  com^ 
mon  fame  only,  end  some  of  them  upon  a 
motion  unsupported  by  any  charge,  eitlmr 
general  or  particular. 

In  the  oUier  Hoose,  my  lords,  it  is  Tery 
well  kfiowBy  that  «ipen  the  most  genenA 
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suggestions  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor, 
a  committee  is  £uways  named  to  enquire 
into  the  a&ir  complained  of,  and  that 
committee  is  always  impowered  to  send' 
for  persons,  papers  and  records ;  witnesses 
are  examined,  and  the  whole  proofs  that 
can  be  collected,  either  from  persons, 
papers  or  records,  are  taken  by  that  com- 
mittee, before  any  particular  fact  has  ever 
been  mentioned,  or  any  particular  person 
named  to  the  House:  peither  the  House, 
nor  any  person  breathing,  besides  those 
of  the  committee,  hears  a  word  of  the 
particular  facts,  or  the  name  of  any  parti- 
cular person  mentioned,  till  that  com- 
mittee co»es  to  make  their  report.  This 
is  directly  the  case  of  die  petition  now 
before  us :  It  is  &r  from  being  too  gene- 
ral for  the  foundation  of  an  enquiry ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  in  honour,  in  duty  to 
our  country,  obliged  to  take  it  as  such, 
and  that  enquiry  may  be  the  foundation  of 
an  impeachment ;  but  thb  is  what  neither 
this  House  nor  the  petitioners  can  as  yet 
telL  Though  the  petitioners  have  not  at 
present  the  nonour  to  be  members  of  this 
House,  yet  in  every  other  respect,  they 
are  all  peers  of  Great  Britain  as  much  as 
any  of  us  :  if  it  had  not  been  so,  if  they 
had  not  been  peers  of  Great  Britain,  the 
proper  place  for  them  to  have  applied  to, 
would  have  been  to  the  other  House,  and 
it  is  certain  the  other  House  would  liave 
immediately  appointed  a  committee  to  have 
received  the  mstances  and  proo6,  now 
offered  to  be  laid  before  your  lordships ; 
there  would  not,  there,  f  believe,  have 
been  such  regard  shewn  to  the  characters 
of  those  who  mi^ht  suffer  by  those  proofs : 
and  shall  the  petitioners,  my  lords,  be  the 
worse  for  being  peers  of  Great  Britain  ?  I 
hope  not;  but  if  this  motion  prevails,  I 
am  sure  it  may  with  justice  be  said,  they 
bave  the  misfortune  to  be  peers  of  Great 
JBritain«^ 

That  th«re  have  been  many  parlia- 
mentary enquiries  without  any  narticular 
charge,  and  without  any  particular  per- 
son's being  named,  is  beyond  dispute  ; 
but  even  in  our  inferior  courts,  do  not  we 
know,  my  lords,  that  grand  juries  often 
present  nusances  in  general  terms,  and 
without  mentioniDg  any  particular  fact, 
pr  any  particular  person  r  and  do  npt 
these  courts  often  proceed,  to  enquire 
into  the  nusance  so  presented,  in  order  to 
find  out  and  punish  the  persons  that 
have  been  ^ilty  of  it :  and  in  any 
court  of  laiw,'if  a  petition  should  be  pre- 
sented by  any  number  of  «uit#rs,  men  of 
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character,  whose  judgment  and  veracity 
the  court  could  depend  on,  complaining" 
in  general  of  abuses  committed  in  any 
branch  of  practice,  and  desiring  that  the 
court  would  examine  into,  and  endeavour 
to  prevent  such  abuses  for  the  future, 
either  by  punishing  the  persons  who 
might  appear  to  be  guilty^  or  by  making 
some  new  regulation ;  if  that  court  should, 
reject  such  a  petition,  and  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  make  any  enquiry  into  the  branch 
of  practice  complained  of^  I  should  con- 
clude that  the  jud^  were  more  intent 
upon  screen\pg  their  officers,  than  upon 
doing  justice  to  the  subject :  nay,  I 
should  readily  believe,  that  even  the 
judges  themselves  were  partakers  in  the 
frauds  and  extortions  committed  by  their 
officers. 

The  reverend  prelate  who  was  pleased 
to  mention  the  Court  of  Inquisition,  has  a 
mind,  it  seems,  to  soften  as  much  as  he 
can  the  methods  of  proceeding  in  that  ter- 
rible tribunal,  when  he  compares  tliem  to 
the  method  proposed  to  b^  loUowed  upon 
the  petition  now  before  us :  the  mettiod 
.now  proposed  is,  first  to  enquire  into  those 
illeeal  practices  suspected  to  have  been 
made  use  of ;  and  if,  upon  that  enquiry, 
it  should  appear,  that  any  particular  per-. 
sons  have  been  guilty  of  practices,  for 
which  they  ought  to  be  punished,  to  be 
sure  some  noble  lord  in  this  House  will 
stand  up,  in  his  place,  and  impeach  the 
persons  against  whom  any  suspicions  of 
guilt  shall,  upOn  that  enquiry,  ^pear  ;  or 
this  House  will,  at  a  conference,  commu- 
nicate to  the  other  House,  the  discoveries 
made  lipon  such  enquiry,  and,  upon  that, 
the  other  House  will  bacome  the  prose- 
cutors :  in  either  case,  the  persons  ac- 
cused will  be  brouj^ht  to  an  open,  a  fiur, 
and  an  impartial  trial,' they  will  know  their 
prosecutors,  and  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  that  are 
brought  against  them,  and  to  bring  wit- 
nesses, or  what  other  proofs  they  may 
tliiiik  proper  for  their  vindication:  this» 
my  lords,  is  the  regular  and  constant 
method  of  proceeding  in  Parliament  upon 
all  such  occasions,  and  the  method  esta- 
blished by  our  ancestors,  for  preservingr 
the  people  from  oppression  ana  arbitrary 
power ;  but  the  method  of  proceeding  in 
the  inquisition,'  and  the  design  of  such  pro- 
ceedings are  very  different :  there,  the 
party  accused  is  coiidemned  without  any. 
open  or  fair  trial,  and  he  is  never  allowed 
to  know  either  his  prosecutors,  or  the  wit-^ 
nesses  against  liim,  m»  is  he  allowed  l# 
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bring  any  proof  of  his  innocence ;  nay^  he 
does  not  so  much  as  know  the  crime  he  is 
accused  of,  till  the  sentence  comes  to  be 
executed  upon  him:  this  is  the  method  of 
proceeding  in  that  tyrannical  court,  and 
the  design  or  aim  of  all  their  proceedings 
is  to  support  the  arbitrary  power  of  their 
master,  the  Pope  of  Rome.  The  methods 
of  proceeding  in  this  House  was  never  yet 
applied  to  the  support  of  any  arbitrary 
power,  spiritual  or  temporal,  and  as  little 
will  they,  I  hope,  be  ever  applied  to  the 
screening  of  oppressors  or  criminals,  let 
their  qiuility,  let  their  station  in  life  be 
what  it  will;  for  if  the  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding in  this  House  should  once  come  to 
be  applied  to  the  screening  or  protecting 
of  high  criminals,  the  next  step  will  cer- 
tainly be',  to  make  use  of  this  House  only 
for  we  support  of  oppression,  and  for 
sharpening  the  edge  of  arbitrary  power. 

Ine  Petitioners  may,  and  certainly  do, 
know  some  instances  of  the  illegal  prac- 
tices complained  of,  but  that  thev  know 
them  all  is  not  to  be  presumed.  All  that 
•they  can  know,  must  proceed  from  ac- 
counts given,  voluntarily  and  freely  by 
some  particular  men,  ana  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  those  men  knew  a  great  deal ; 
but,  by  the  authority  of  this  House,  others 
may  be  compelled  to  give  a  full  account 
of  what  they  know,  even  some  of  the 
under  agents,  entrusted  and  employed  in 
those  practices,  may  be  exammed,  and 
from  them  we  may  expect  k  fuller  informa- 
tion, than  from  any  of  those  who  were 
never  let  much  into  the  secret.  It  cannot^ 
therefore,  be  supposed,  that  the  petition- 
ee can  give  us  many  instances  of  the  il- 
l^al  practices  they  complain  of,  or  a  full 
account  of  any  of  them ;  and  whatever  ac- 
counts they  may  be  able  to  give  us,  they 
have  certamly  proposed  the  most  proper 
method  for  ffivmg  them :  the  most  proper 
method  of  lajring  an  account  of  any  tact 
before  this  House,  or  before  iemy  court  of 
judicature,  is  certainly  to  do  it  by  wit- 
nesses upon  oath ;  and  rf  the  petitioners 
had  chosen  any  other  method,  it  they  had 
*in  their  petition  given  us  lone  accounts  or 

g articular  fiiu^ts,  I  am  very  well  convinced, 
would  then  have  been  represented  as  an 
illegal  and  unprecedented  method  of  lay- 

'mg  facts  before  this  House ;  nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  the  petition  would  have  been 
complained  of,  and  perhaps  rejected,  as  a 
scandalous  and  impertinent  petition. 

'  But  my  Lords,  because  tne  petitioners 
know  some  instances  of  the  illegal  prac- 
tfees  c<»Dplaiaed  of,   to  conclude  from 


thence,  that  they  must  certainly  know  the 
principal  persons  guilty,  is,  I  think,  very 
odd.  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  practices  made  use  of;  but  from 
two  sorts  of  practices  that  have  been  pub- 
licly mentioned,  I  must  conclude,  tliatit  is 
impossible  for  the  petitioners,  to  know  the 
principal  persons  p^uilty.  Suf^ose,  my 
lords,  that  the  having  a  regiment  drawn 
up  under  arms,  in  the  very  place  where^ 
and  at  the  very  time  when,  the  last  election 
of  the  16  Peers  was  made,  should  be  one 
of  the  illegal  practices  complained  of;  in 
this  case,  the  petitioners  may  know  the 
officer  that  then  commanded  the  regiment; 
but  that  officer  is  not  surely  the  person 
against  whom  your  lordsliips'  enquiry  is  to 
be  chiefly  directed ;  he  certainly  had  his 
orders  from  some  superior  officer;  that 
superior «  officer  is  the  person,  against 
whom  your  lordships'  enquiry  must  be 
chiefly  directed ;  and  the  name  of  that 
superior  o$cer  your  petitioners  cannot 
be  supposed  to  know. 

Let  us  again  suppose,  my  lords,  that 
corruption  was  one  of  the  illegal  practices 
made  us  of  at  the  last  election ;  some  Lords 
of  Scotland  may  perh^  have  owned,  that 
they  got  money  for '  votbg  according  to 
direction,  or  Ithat  they  were  offered  money 
or  some  other  reward,  on  condition  they 
would  vote  according  to  direction;  but 
those  lords  would  certainly,  for  their  own 
sakef ,  conceal  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  gave  or  offered  them  money,  or  other 
reward,  for  such  a  corrupt  and  criminal  pur- 
pose, because  the  person  named  would 
have  been  entitled  to  an  action  of  scandal 
for  spre^ing  such  a  report  against  him, 
and  upon  that  action,  would  certainly  have 
recovered  great  damages;  whereas,  upon 
an  examination  at  your  lordships  bar,  the 
persons  guilty  may  be  named  without  any 
such  danger,  fiut  farther,  my  lords, 
where  practices  so  highly  criminal  are 
made  use  of,  we  cannot  suppose,  that  the 
persons  principally  concerned  would  per- 
sonally appear;  such  practices  are  gene- 
rally  earned  on  by  under-agents;  and 
though  some  indirect  hints  may  perhaps 
have  been  given  as  to  the  names  of  those 
under-agents,  yet  it  is  impossible,  for  the 
petitioners  to  know  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal persons  who  employed  those  agents ; 
nay,  even  your  lordsnips  may  find  some 
difficulty,  to  fix  those  practices  on  the  per- 
sons on  whom  they  ought  principally  to  b^ 
fixed,  and  against  whom  the  inquiry  of  thift 
House,  and  the  vengeance  or  the  nation 
ought  principally  to  Dt  directed. 
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Your  lordflhipt  will,  without  doubt,  ob- 
•enre  tbe  motto  of  Westmingter-hall, 
*  Audi  alteram  partem :'  it  is  a  rule  that 
will^  I  hope,  be  always  observed  by  this 
House ;  and  in  the  afimir  now  before  us, 
you  will  certainly  hear  the  other  side,  as 
soon  as  there  is  one  to  be  heard :  as  yet 
there  is  no  side,  there  is  no  prosecutor  nor 
prosecution,  and  consequently,  no  person 
prosecuted  to  be  heard.  The  petitioners 
are  no  prosecutors,  ttor  is  it  possible  for 
them  to  tell  who  are  to  be  prosecuted,  or 
whether  there  be  any  person  that  ousht 
to  be  prosecuted  or  no:  they  compuun 
only  a^nst  a  grievance,  thc^  desire  your 
lordships  will  enquire  into  that  grievance, 
and  ap{^  such  remedies  as  you  may  think 
proper,  u,  among  other  remedies,  itshall  be 
found  necessary  to  prosecute  the  persons 
^^H>,by  your  enquiry,  shall  be  discovered  to 
have  i>een  any  way  concerned  in  the  grie- 
vance complained  o^y  a  legal  and  a  regular 
prosecution  will  certainly  be  carried  on 
'gainst  those  persons,  ana  then  your  lord- 
ships will  certainly  hear  vrhat  they  have  to 
say  in  their  own  defence,  and  till  then  they 
hsve  nothing  to  do  with  your  lordships 
enquiry,  nor  have  they  a  right  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  examination  of  any  witnesses 
to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

In  short,  your  lordships  may  profess 
what  you  will,  but  if  the  affiur  now  before 
us  be  thus  put  offby  motion  after  motion ; 
motions  which  seem  to  terminate  one  from 
another;  the  world  wm  not  believe*  that 
you  have  an  inclination  to  go  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  affiiir  before  you,  or  that  you 
have  an  inclination  to  save  your  country 
from  the  impendiiw  ruin  whi<m  is  so  Joudly 
complained  of,  and  so  generally  foreseen : 
and  thus  by  shewing  such  a  tender  r^ard 
to  the  characters  of  some  particular  men, 
who  may  perhnps  be  in  danger  of  being 
exposed  oy  a  strict  enquiry  into  this  a£^, 
your  lordships  i^iU  bring  a  most  heavy, 
and,  2  am  amud,  a  verr  genera]  imputation 
upon  the  character  of  wis  House ;  there- 
^re  I  hope  the  noble  duke  will  wave  this 
motion,  and  let  us  proceed  to  appoint  a 
day  for  enquiring  into  this  afiair,  by  the 
exammadon  of  lul  such  witnesses  as  may 
be  thought  proper  to  be  examined,  upon 
CD  occasion  of  so  great  importance  to  the 
honour  of  this  House,  and  to  the  freedom 
and  independency  ni  parliament. 

Hie  Reply  was  to  the  following  effect : 

My  Lorda,  as  oarliamentary  enquiries 
have  been  often  or  great  advantage  to  this 
nation,  and  iiiqr.be  so  in  time  to  come,  I 
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shall  therefore  upon  all  occasions,  be  readv 
and  willing  to  agree  to  any  such  propoa- 
tion,  when  there  appears  a  necessity  f<ff 
entering  into  the  enquiry  proposed;  but 
as  aU  parliamentary  enquiries  must  be  at- 
tended with  great  trouble  and  expenceto 
some  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  as  diey 
always  raise  some  sort  of  ferment  in  the 
nation,  they  are  not  to  be  entered  upon 
without  some  apparent  necessity  for  lo 
doing.'  We  are  not,  at  the  desire  of  any 
sdbject,  or  of  any  number  of  subjects,  to  set 
op  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  unless  diose 
wno  desh*e  it,  can  shew  us  very  good  rea- 
sons to  suq>ect,  that  some  illegal  practices 
have  been  committed,  and  that  it  is  be- 
come necessary  for  this,  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  to  enquire  into  them. 
I  have  a  very  ^reat  respect  for  the  liobie 
lords  the  petiUoners,  and  I  am  persuaded, 
they  think  that  some  illegal  practices  have 
been  made  use  of,  and  ths^  it  is  become  ne- 
cessary for  this  House  to  enquire  info 
them.  This  they  are  certainly  convinced 
of,  otherwise  diey  would  never  have  pre- 
sented such  a  petition.  This  is  their  opi- 
nion, but  they  must  givie  me  their  reasons, 
before  I  can  make  it  mine.  If  those  rea- 
sons be  as  prevalent  with  me,  as  they  are 
with  them,  I  shall  certainly  a^e  to  the 
enquiry  desired ;  but  neithler  in  this,  nor 
in  any  other  case,  shall  I  evc^r  give  my  vote 
according  to  the  c^inion  of  another,  but 
according  to  that  which  I  have  formed 
for  myi^  It  is  therefore  incambcst 
iqpon  the  petitioners,  to  give  us  some  rea* 
sons  to  believe,  that  Hlegal  practioes  have 
been  actually  made  use  of,  and  that  there 
is  a  necesaity  for  this  House  to  enquiie 
into  them ;  and  as  it  is  in^KMsible  to  give 
us  any  such  reasons,  without  first  ^riving 
us  some  particular  instances  of  the  illegd 
practices  they  complain  of,  and  some  ac- 
count of  the  persons,  they  suspect  to  have 
been  concerned  in  audi  practices,  I  can- 
not but  think,  the  motion  now  made  to  i», 
a  very*  proper  motion  upon  this  eccaston, 
and  such  a  one,  as  the  petitioners  Of^ht 
certainly  to  comply  with,  b^ore  they  can 
expect  that  any  lord  in  this  House,  who 
knows  no  more' of  those  illegal  practices 
than  I  do,  can  agree  to  any  sonof  pariia- 
mentary  enquiry. 

When  any  enquiry  b  moved  for  m 
either  House  of  Parliament,  these  tfarse 
questions  naturally  occur  to  every  mtfli' 
ber  of  that  House,  Whether  the  pia*- 
tices  proposed  to  be  enquired  into,  be 
illegal  ?  Whether  they  be  sudi  as  wm\k 
presumed  to  have  be^  committed^  Aaif 
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whedier  they  be  of  sudi  a  nature,  as  can- 
not be  punished  or  remedied  by  the  ordi- 
nary courts  of  law  ?  These  are  thre^ 
questions,  I  say,  my  Lords,  which  natu-. 
raly  occur  to  every  member,  and  he  ought 
to  satisfy  himself  about  every  one  of  them^ 
before  he  gives  his  (pinion,  either  for  or 
lu^ainst  agreeing  to  the  enquiry  proposed. 
Jnow,  I  appeal  to  your  lordships,  how  any 
lord  in  this  House,  who  knows  nothing  oS 
th^  practices  lately  made  use  of  in  Scotland, 
can  satisfy  himself  as  to  either  of  these 
.questions,  without  knowing  something 
more  about  them,  than  he  can  know  from 
.the  petition  now  before  us  ?  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  satis^^  him- 
self in  either  of  the  three,  without  knowing 
some  particular  instances  of  the  practices 
coHiplained  of^  and  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons said  to  have  been  guilty  of  those 
practices.  But  suppose  we  should  agree 
to  enquire  into  this  affitir,  without  any 
fiurther  information  than  what  we  have  at 
present,  I  must  beg  your  lordships  to  con- 
sider, how  it  would  be  possible  for  us  to 
examine,  or  to  put  the  proper  questions 
to  any  witness,  that  shall  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  this  House  ?  For  as  none  of  the 
petitioners  have  at  present  a  seat  in  this 
House,  I  cannot  form  to  mysdf  any  que^k 
tion  that  could  be  put  by  any  other  lord  to 
a  witness,  but  only  the  general  question ; 
if  he  knew  of  any,  and  what  illegal  prac- 
tices made  use  or  at  the  last  election  of 
sixteen  peers  for  Scotland  ?  This,  in  my 
opinion,  would  be  a  very  improper  ques- 
tion, because  it  would  be  leaving  it  en- 
tirely to  the  judgment  of  the  witness,  to 
determine,  wnat  he  took  to  be  an  illegal 
practice,  and  to  give  us  an  account  of  none 
out  what  he  took  to  be  such.  Upon 
such  a  general  question,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed, tlmt  some  witnesses  would  give  us 
fon^  and  tedious  accounts  of  trifling  facts, 
notning  at  all  to  the  purpose,  while  others 
might  perhaps  neglect  to  inform  us  of 
things  <n  the  ereatest  importance.  There- 
fore, not  on^  to  enable  us  to  judge  if 
there  be  a  ^necessity  for  an  enouiry,  but 
likewise  to  enable  us  to  proceed  with  ac- 
curacy and  vigour ;  we  ought  to  agree  to 
the  motion  proposed,  and  the  petitioners 
ought  to  comply  with  it,  as  1  make  no 
doubt  but  they  will. 

My  Lords,  in  all  preparatory  examina- 
tions, in  all  sorts  of  examinations  that  ever 
I  heard  of,  the  witnesses  are  questioned 
about  particular  facts,  and  likewise  in  re- 
lation to  particular  persons;  and  either 
the  judge,  before  whom  the  witness  is  ex- 
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amined,  or  some  person  concerned,  and 
attending  for  that  purpose,  knows  or  is 
instruct^  how  to  put  toe  particular  ques- 
tions to  the  witness,  in  order  to  draw  the 
whole  truth  form  him,  relating  to  that 
affiiir  about  which  he  is  examined. .  Even 
with  respect  to  those  enquiries  whic^have 
proceeded  from  a  motion  in  either  House 
.of  Parliament,  the  member  who  proposes 
an  enquiry,  does  not  barely  make  a  motion 
for  that  purpose ;  he  stands  up  in  his  place, 
and  always  gives  the  House  an  account  of 
the  particular  ^ts  he  desires  to  be  en- 
quired into :  nay,  he  generally  gives  tha 
names  of  the  particiuar  persims  against 
whom  he  ;nakes  his  complaint.  By  that 
^eech  the  members  are  not  only  enabled 
to  judge,  whether  or  no  a  paiiuunentarjr 
enquiry  be  necessary,  but  tney  are  like* 
wise  enabled  to  put  the  prq>er  questkms 
to  the  witnesses,  that  may  theresfter  he 
brouffht  before  Ihem  in  the  xomnittee« 
And  besides,  the  member  who  makea  tht 
motion,  is  always  named  one,  and  gen6« 
rally  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
must  be  supposed  to  know  the  p«rticubi|r 
&cts,  and  to  suspect,  at  least,  who  were 
the  particular  persons  guilty  of  those  fiicts^ 
so  tnat  he  must  of  course  know,  how  ta 
put  the  proper  questions  to  every  wit- 
ness, and  the  particular  facts,  as  to  which 
each  witness  ou^ht  respectively  to  be 
examined. 

Suppose,  my  Lords,  that  the  Petitiini 
now  before  us  is  to  be  taken  as  a  genenl 
complaint  against  a  grievance  and  a  d^ira 
to  have  that  grievance  redressed;  yet  it 
must  be  grant^  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
general  complaints  that  was  ever  brought 
before  either  House  of  Parliament,  in- 
quiries may  have  been  set  up  upon  mere 
suffgestions,  or  upon  common  fame ;  yet  I 
beueve  there  was  never  an  enquiry  set 
up  upon  such  a  general  suggestion,  or 
upon  such  a  general  report :  some  par* 
ticular  facts  are  always  suggested,  even 
common  fame  reports  some  particular 
crimes  and  fixes  those  crimes  upon 
some  particular  persons,  before  it  is  made 
the  loundation  of  any  parliamentary 
enquiry.  And  with  respect  to  present* 
ments  at  common  law,  it'  is  very  certain, 
no  grand  jury  ever  made  such  a  general 
presentment  as  the  complaint  now  before 
us :  they  always  fix  upon  some  particular " 
thing,  or  upon  some  particular  practice, 
and  present  it  as  a  nuisance,  which  they 
think  ought  to  be  remedied;  and  if  a 
grand  jury  should  make  a  presentment, 
complaining  in  general,  that  at  such  a  time, 
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dr  ufca  soA  an  oocedon,  some  tRegfd 
{iraolioee  had  been  nade  use  of,  widiout 
inentioniiig  one  of  those  practices  wfatdi 
Ihey  took  to  be  iilegaly  or  one  of  the  per- 
sons hf  whom  thejr  supposed  mich  prac- 
tices to  hav«  been  made  use  of,  I  am  per- 
soaded  no  inferior  court  in  Eng^d  would 
take  any  manner  of  notice  of  such  a  pre- 
sentment. An  utter  neglect  would  cer- 
tainlybe  the  &te  of  such  a  presentment  at 
cpnmon  law ;  and  I  am  persuaded  a  mo- 
tion in  the  other  House  fi)r  an  enquiry, 
founded  upon  such  a  general  and  indefinite 
charge,  would  meet  with  Tery  little  suc- 
cess. Howe^per,  I  am  very  far  from  pro- 
posing, that  the  Petition  before  us  ought 
to  be  entirely  neglected ;  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  gready  regaotied,  both  on  account  of 
the  persons  complaining,  and  the  matter 
cowpisaped  of:  and  I  imall  be  for  making 
mmosi  strict  enquiry  into  the  affiur,  tf  the 
petilionen  will  but  make  it  possible  for  us 
to  do  so,  by  giving  some  instances  of  the 
pvsotices  they  coi^ilain  of,  and  the  names 
of  some  of  the  persons  diey  suspect  to 
hKwe  been  guilty  of  those  practices. 
•.  The  petitioners,  my  Lords,  must  know, 
ar  hMte  lieard  of  some  particular  facts 
«lnDli4bey  take  to  be  illegal,  and  of  dan- 
gsroun  consequence,  otherwise  it  is  cer- 
tain, they  never  would  have  presented 
Mch  a  piBtition  to  this  House.  jLetthem 
but  inform  us  of  those  particular  iacts  they 
know  or  have  heard  of,  that  we,  as  well  as 
they,  may  judge  whetiier  they  are  fllegal 
CMr  not;  tliat  we,  as  well  as  they,  may 
)adge  whether  they  are  of  such  danger- 
ous consequence,  as  to  deserve  a  paiiia- 
a^entary  enquiry.  And  it  is  impossible 
diey  can  know  any  particular  facts,  without 
knowing  the  names  of  some  of  the  persons 
who  were  ffuihy  of  those  facts,  nay  it  is 
knpossible  they  could  have  heard  of  any 
fiicts,  without  having  had  the  persons  guilty 
named  to  them,  or  at  least  described  in 
such  a  manner  as  they  must  know  who 
they  are ;  for  though  there  might,  perhims, 
have  been  some  dmiger  in  pd[)lishing  the 
name  of  any  person  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion, yet  the  person  guilty  might  have  been 
80  described  as  to  make  everjr  oneknowwho 
was  meant,  without  e^osmg  the  person 
who  gave  such  description,  to  any  danger. 
Such  descriptions  must  have  been  fully 
tmderstood  by  the  petitioners ;  and  surely 
they  may,  without  any  danger,  declare 
to  this  House  the  names  of  the  persons 
they  suppose  to  have  been  meant  by  such 
descriptions. 
To  cimdude,  my  Lords^  though  I  have 


as  ^Mt  a  regard  for  the  noUe  loids  di* 
petitioners,  as  any  lord  in  Uiis  House  can 
nave :  though  I  could  depend  upon  their 
judgment  as  much  as  upon  the  judgment 
of  any  men,  yet  I  cannot  answer  to  nivBelf 
for  agreeing  to  take  up  the  time  of'^this 
House,  and  put  witnesses  to  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  travelling,  perhaps  a  great 
many  miles,  whidi  must  be  the  event  m  our 
entering  upon  an^  enquiry  into  this  affidr^ 
without  heme,  in  my  own  judgment,  con- 
vinced, that  tiiere  is  great  reason  to  suspect 
that  some  very  illegal  and  dangerous  prac- 
tices have  been  made  use  of,  and  that  they 
are  practices  of  such  a  nature,  as  cannot  be 
punished  or  remedied  nnj  otiier  wa^  ^lan 
by  a  parliamentary  enquiry ;  and  since  I 
cannot,  of  this,  be  convinced  in  my  own 
judgment,  without  knowing  particulflrly^ 
Dot£  the  practices  that  are  suspected  to 
have  been  illegally  committed,  and  the 
persons  names  that  are  siupected  to  have 
been  guilty  of  those  practices,  therefore 
I  must  be  for  the  motion.  After  this  De» 
bate 

The  Lord  Bathurst  stood  up,  and  qpolce 

to  this  effect : 

My  Lords;  Since  I  find  your  lordsh^ 
are  like  to  come  to  a  question  upon*this  mo- 
tion, I  must  observe,  that,  as  it  stands  at 
present,  it  is  a  motion  complicated  of  two 
very  distinct  parts.  By  the  first  part  of 
it,  the  petitioners  are  to  be  ordered  to  hif 
before  this  House,  in  writing,  instances  of 
those  undue  methods  and  illegsd  practices 
upon  which  they  intend  to  proceed :  and 
by  the  other  part,  they  are  to  be  ordered 
to  lay  before  this  House,  the  names  of  the 
persons  they  suspect  to  have  been  guilty  of 
those  undue  methods  and  illegal  practices: 
now,  my  Lords,  as  the  two  parts  are  evi- 
dentiy  as  distinct  and  difierent  firom  one 
anotiier,  as  any  two  motions  can  be;  and 
as  it  is  evident,  that  several  lords  may,  for 
very  good  reasons,  be  against  the  last  part, 
thou^  they  may  be  for  uie  first,  therefore, 
my  Lords,  I  must  make  use  of  that  right 
which  every  lord  has,  by  the  constant 
practice  of  tnis  House,  and  desire  that  the 
parts  may  be  separated,  and  the  question 
put  sepulitely  upon  each. 

The  question  being  called  for,  his  hvd- 
ship,  stood  up  again,  and  insisted  upon  it. 
That  when  a  question  appeared  to  be  com* 
plicated,  every  single  lord  in  that  House 
nad  a  right  to  desire  tha^  the  parts  might 
be  separated,  and  that  different  questions 
might  be  put  upon  the  several  different 
parts.    This,  he  said,  was  a  ri^t  that 
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never  contrdverted,  and  he  insisted 
upon  his  right. 

The  question  being  still  called  for»  he 
4tood  up  the  third  time,  and  said.  That 
since  they  did  not  seem  inclined  to  grant 
him  a  right,  which  had  never  been  denied 
to  any  lord  in  that  House,  he  would  pro- 
pose an  Amendment  to  the  motion,  which 
was,  that  these  words  <<  And  the  names  of 
the  persons  they  suspect  to  have  been 
gpflty  of  such  undue  methods  and  illegal 
practices"  misht  be  left  out ;  and  there- 
fore he  hoped  their  lordshios  would  put 
the  question  upon  the  Amendment,  before 
th^  put  the  question  upon  the  motion. 

Upon  this  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
Amendment  offered,  which  was  carried  in 
the  negative,  by  9Q  to  48 :  and  ihea  the 
Question  being  put  on  the  motion,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a'division. 

The  motion  was  made  by  the  duke  of 
J>eyQiishire ;  and  was  supported  by  the 
eari  of  Scarborough,  the  lord  Hervey,  the 
lord  Hardwicke,  me  bishop  of  Salisbury, 
the  earl  of  Say,  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
the  dcd^e  of  Newcastle.  It  was  opposed 
by  the  earl  of  Chesterfidd,  the  lord  irower, 
the  lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  of  Abingdon, 
and  the  earl  of  Slraflford. 

Anemer  of  the  Scdi  Peers  to  the  Order 
^  the  %\st  instant^  coneermng  undue  Me* 
ihods  used  in  the  Elections.']  The  Peti- 
tioners having  been  made  acquainted  with 
this  last  order,  in  the  same  manner  they 
were  made  acquainted  with  the  former, 
ihej  ddivered  their  Answer  in  writing  to 
the  Lord  Chanc^iMr,  on  the  27th  of 
Febmaiy:  and  next  day,  the  order  of  the 
House  being  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Bcquunted  the  House,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Petitioners,  an  Answer  in 
writing  to  their  lordships  last  order,  which 
he  rcM  to  Uie  House,  and  of  which  the 
following  is  an  exact  copy; 

**  My  Lords, 
*<  Your  lordships  Order  of  February  the 
Slst  instant,  hath  been  signified  to  us 
hj  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  High 
CJiiancellor,  with  respect  to  which  we  do 
humbly  submit  to  your  lordships,  that  we 
have  not,  by  our  petition,  stated  ourselves 
accusers  of  any  person  whatever,  nor  did 
we  intend  to  do  so ;  but  thought  it  our 
duty  to  lay  before  your  lordships,  by  way 
of  petition,  that  such  meliiods  and  prac- 
tices were  used,  towards  carryii^  on  the 
last  Election  (^sixteen  peers  for  Scotland, 
••  iqppeaved'  to  us  dapgerooa  le  the  <^)o« 


stitation,  and  ought  prove  subverwve  of 
the  freedom  and  independency  of  pariia* 
ment.  The  preservation  of  oar  happy 
constitution  is  what  we  have  in  view^ 
without  regard  to  any  particular  persons ; 
and  we  humbly  conceived,  that  any  mat^ 
ter  which  so  nearly  concerns  this  constitu^ 
tion,  or  might  appear  to  be  an  encroach- 
ment upon  it,  was  a  proper  subject  for 
your  lordships  consideration  and  enquiiy^ 
as  a  hi^  court  of  parliament. 

**  That  without  stating  ourselves  as  acca« 
sers,  which  is  far  from  our  intention,  we  con* 
ceive  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  name  th« 
particular  persons,  who  may  have  been  coo* 
cemed  in  those  illegal  practices ;  but,  who 
those  were,  will  undoubtedlyappear  to  your 
lordships,  upon  taking  the  pn^r  exami« 
nations ;  and  the  facts  are  what  we  hunp* 
bly  pray  may  be  inquired  into,  whoever 
may  happen  to  be  aflected  by  them,  nor 
can  we,  without  acting  as  evidences,  com^ 
ply  with  those  words  ^your  lordships'  6r- 
der,  to  give  the  names  of  the  peisons  by 
whom  such  undue  methods  and  illegal 

Eractioes  were  used ;  but,  would  we  act 
oth  as  accusers  and  witnesses,  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  inform  ^our  lordships, 
who  were  the  j[>ersons  that,  m  the  course  of 
this  examination,  and  from  the  testimony 
of  future  evidences,  may  appear  to  have 
been  concerned  ih  the  above-mentioned 
practices. 

**  We  do  also  humbly  submit  to  your 
lordships,  that  we  may  have  very  certain 
and  true  information  of  undue  methods 
and  ille^  practices,  that  have  been  used 
towards  engaging  peers  to  vote  for  a  list ; 
and  yet  that  our  informers  may  not  have 
thought  pr<^r  to  name  the  persons,  by 
whom  such  undue  methods  and  illegsd 
practices  were  used ;  or  may  be  unwilling 
to  do  so,  until  they  are  brought  upon  their 
examination. 

"  And,  with  respect  to  the  laying  before 
your  lordships  the  particular  instances  of 
the  undue  methods  and  illesal  practices 
mentioned  in  our  Petition,  we  numbly  8ub-> 
mit  to  your  lordships,  if  an  examination  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  confined  to  particular 
instances ;  since,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  it  appears  evident,  that  mmiy  in- 
stances ma^  come  out  in  the  course  of 
such  exammation,  the  particular  circum« 
stances  whereof  cannot  be  known  to  your 
Petitioners,  and  yet  must  appear  upon  en* 
quiry. 

<*  That  though  the  opening  the  partico* 
lars  of  the  facts  to  be  proved,  may  nece»* 
aarily  pcodooe  such  adiBGOfeiy  of  evidence 
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before  ezamiiiationy  as  is  usually  thon^t 
dangerous  even  in  course  of  ordinary 
triala,  and  maj  be  much  more  so  in  th« 
case  of  a  parluunentary  enquiry : 

**  Yet,  nevertheless,  in  consequence  of 
your  lordships  order,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
nrom  the  nature  of  the  thing,  we  do  hum- 
Uy  acquaint  your  lordships,  that  we  laid 
ms  Petition  bcdPore  you,  upon  information, 
that  the  list  of  the  sixteen  Peers  for  Scot- 
land, had  been  framed  by  persons  in  high 
trust  under  the  crown,  long  previous  to 
the  dection  itself ;  and  that  this  list  was 
sbewn  to  Peers,  asalistu>provedofbythe 
crown,  and  was  called  the  King's  list,  of 
wbidi  th^e  was  to  be  no  variation,  imless 
to  make  way  for  one  or  two  purticular 
Ptas,  on  condition  they  should  go  along 
frith  the  measure. 

.  ^  That  Peers  were  solicited  to  vote  for 
llus  list,  or  the  Crown  list,  without  the 
lih^rW  of  makb^  any  alteration. 

^  That  endeavours  were  used  to  engage 

.  Peers  to  vote  for  this  list,  bv  promise  of 

pensions,  and  offices  civil  and  military,  to 

tbemsdves  and  near  relations,  and  by  actual 

promise  and  o&rs  of  sums  of  money. 

**  That  sums  of  money  were  actually 
given,  to  or  for  the  use  of  some  Peers,  to 
^igage  them  to  concur  in  the  voting  this 
list. 

**  That  annual  pensions  were  promised 
to  be  paid  to  Peers,  if  they  concurred  in 
the  voting  this  list;  some  of  them  to  be 
on  a  regiuar  establishment,  and  others  to 
be  paid  without  any  establishment  at  all. 

*^  That,  about  the  time  of  this  election, 
numbers  of  pensions,  offices  (of  which  se- 
veral were  nominal)  and  releases  of  debts 
owing  to  the  crown,  were  granted  to  Peers 
who  concurred  in  voting  this  list^  and  to 
their  near  relations. 

**  That,  on  die  day  of  election,  a  batta- 
lion of  his  Majesty's  forces  was  drawn  up 
In  the  Abbey-court,  at  Edinburgh,  and 
three  companies  <d  it  were  inarched  from 
Leith  (a  place  at  one  mile's  distance)  to 
join  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  and  kept  un- 
der arms  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine 
at  night,  when  the  election  was  ended; 
contrary  to  custom  at  elections,  and  with- 
out any  cause  or  occasion  that  your  Peti- 
tioners could  foresee,  other  than  the  over- 
awingof  the  election. 

**  These  instances  of  undue  practices  we 
now  humbly  mention,  which  we  hope  will 
satisfy  your  lordships,  that  we  have  just 
reason  to  pray  your  lordshqps  to  take  this 
matter  into  your  serious  consideration,  and 
to  provide  audi  a  remedy  as  may  be  efi^« 


tual,  for  preserving  the  right  and  fireedon 
of  ejections,  such  right  of  electing  being 
the  only  rLzht  that  now  remains  with  the 
Peers  of  Scotland,  in  lieu  <rf'aconstabt 
and  hereditary  seat  in  Parliament.— -» 
(Signed^)  Hamiltonand Brandon, Queens- 
bury  and  Dover,  Montrose,  Dun- 
donald,  Marchmont,  Stair." 

Feb.  27, 1784. 

Debate  on  a  Resolution^  **  ThatthePetP- 
tioners  have  not  complied  with  tike  Order  <if 
the  House.**']  After  this  Answer  was  reaj^ 
a  motion  was  made  for  their  lordships  to 
resolve,  **  That  the  Petitioners  had  not 
com{^ed  with  the  Order  of  that  House  of 
Oie  21st  instant" 

The  Argument  for  this  Resolution  was 
to  the  effect  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  The  Answer  now  read  to  us, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  as  general 
and  as  obscure  as  Uie  Petition  whidi  joor 
lordships  want  so  much  to  have  explamed, 
and  without  which  explanation  the  opi* 
nion  of  this  House  seems  to  be,  tiiat  we 
cannot  proceed :  the  Petitioners,  it  is  true, 
have  in  this  answer  told. us  in  general,  the 
nature  of  some  practices  which  are  higlily 
criminal,  and  which  deserve  very  mucn 
the  notice  of  this  House ;  they  have  indeed 
told  us  the  species  of  those  crimes,  whidi« 
they  suppose  to  have  been  committed ;  but 
they  have  not  told  us  of  any  particular 
crime ;  nor  have  they  given  us  so  nuchas 
one  instance  of  any  particular  &ct  upmi 
which  they  intend  to  proceed;  and  as  for 
the  persons'  names  supposed  to  have  been 
guilty  of  those  crimes,  they  have  not,  in 
so  far  as  I  can  find,  given  us  the  least  hint 
of  any  one ;  so  that  we  are  certainly  now 
as  much  in  the  dark,  as  when  we  made 
that  order  to  which  they  have  given  us 
this  answer :  I  cannot  therefore  thmk  that 
any  of  your  lordships  wfll  be  of  opinidn, 
they  have  complied  with  the  ord^  of  this 
House ;  nay,  so  far  are  th^  from  comply* 
ing  ^ith  it,  that  they  seem  cautiaai^yto 
avoid  complying  with  it,  that  they  seem 
cautiously  to  avoid  complying  with  it,  even 
so  far  as  was  in  their  power ;  ^  for  they  do 
notsomudras  say,  that  their  infbimem 
have  refused  to  name  the  persons  guii^; 
but  only  say,  that  their  infermera  m^ 
perhaps,  be  cautious  of  naming  any  parti- 
cular  persons,  till  they  come  tobeesaoDih 
ed  at  your  lordships*  bar*  Suraly,  siy 
Lords,  if  their  innmners  told  them  the 
names  of  the  persons  that  were  guili^y 
th^  mif^t,  in  compliancft  with  ywr  lord« 
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ships  order,  have  ^^tk  the  names  of  such 
persons ;  and  if  their  informers  have  actual- 
ly refused  to  name  any  persons  till  they 
come  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  the  Peti- 
Cioners  mighthave  positively  said  so :  then, 
as  to  the  regiment  that  is  said  to  have 
been  k^pt  under  arms  near  the  place  of 
election,  the  Petitioners  must  certainly 
know  the  name  of  the  officer  who  com- 
manded the  regimebt  at  that  time ;  and 
consequently,  they  might  surely  have  com- 
plied with  your  lordship's  order  so  far  as 
^  gfve  you  the  name  of  that  officer,  which 
I  find  ^y  have  not  done ;  and  for  that 
leason  1  shaD  conclude  with  a  motion  so 
natural,  that  I  hope  no  lord  in  this  House 
will  make  imy  <iifflculty  in  agreeing  to  it. 

When  your  lordships  made  the  last 
order,  it  was  certainly  your  opinion,  that 
at  was  impossible  to  proceed  to  the  exa- 
mination of  any  witnesses  in  this  affiur, 
till  you  knew  some  of  the  particular  facts 
aboiot  which  the  witnesses  were  to  be  exa- 
mined, and  the  particular  persons  asainst 
whom  they  were  to  ghre  their  evicUence. 
This  must  have  been  your  opmion,  otfier- 
wise  you  would  never  have  made  such  an 
order :  and  now  I  appeal  to  every  lord  hi 
this  House,  if  from  the  petitioners'  an- 
swer, now  before  us,  he  can  pretend  to 
any  further  knowledge  than  he  nad  at  that 
lime,  either  as  to  &e  particular  crimes 
committed,  or  as  to  the  persons  who  were 
fpuHtv  of  those  crhnet;  therefore  I  roust 
eondude,  that  every  lord  in  this  House, 
vho  agreed  to  that  order,  most  of  course 
apee  to  the  motion  I  am  to  make  :  be- 
aidfes,  there  is  nothing,  my  Lords,  in  which 
tlie  honour  and  the  digmty  of  this  House 
is  raorecoBcemed,  than  in  that  of  seeing 
our  own  orders  punctually  complied  with ; 
and  as  it  cannot  be  ]^tended  that  the 
petitioners  have,  by  tms  answer,  complied 
m  the  least  with  our  last  order,  therefore, 
I  think,  I  must  be  justified  in  moving,  That 
your  lordships  would  come  to  a  resolution, 
tluit  the  petitioners  have  not  complied 
with  your  said  order. 

The  Answer  to  this  was  in  substance  as 
follows: 

My  Lords ;  When  your  lord^ips  last 
order  was  first  proposed,  I  wasnot  only  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  whole 
apirit  and  tenour  of  the  laws  of  England, 
which  do  not  allow  any  man's  character 
to  be  loaded  with  an  accusation,  unless  by 
tbeoath  of  some  person  or  another  ;  but  I 
was  likewise  of  <^inion,  that  it  would  be 
imposs3iicfi)r  thepetitioners  to  comply  with 


it,  and  therefore  I  at  that  time  opposed  it : 
however,  now  that  it  is  become  an  order 
of  this  House,  I  must  admit  that  it  was  a 
just,  a  right,  and  a  proper  order ;  and 
therefore,  the  only  tnin^  we  have  now 
under  our  consideration  is,  whether  the 

r!titioners  have  complied  with  it  or  no  ? 
hope,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  supposed 
that  we  are,  by  any  order,  to  require 
people  to  do  what  is  impossible ;  and  for 
this  reason,  every  order  made  by  this 
House  must,  in  the  very  nature  of  it, 
imply  an  altamadve :  every  order  we  make 
must  be  presumed  to  imphr,  that  those  to 
whom  it  is  directed,  shall  either  comply 
with  it  punctually,  or  shew  us  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  do  so;  for  surely  neither 
the  honour  nor  the  dignity  of  thu  House 
can  be  engaged,  to  make  any  man  per- 
form an  impossibility. 

According  to  this  rule,  my  Lords,  let  us 
examine  the  answer  now  before  us :  by 
our  order,  we  desbred  the  petitioners  to 
f^ye  us  instances  oi  those  illeffal  prac* 
tices  they  complained  of;  and  have  not 
they  pven  us  instances  of  the  most  illegal 
practices  that  were  ever  made  use  of  at 
any  dection  i  Is  not  bribery  an  instance 
of  ill^;al  practices?  And  can  that  instance 
be  more  particularly  expressed,  than  they 
have  expressed  it  in  their  answer  i  They 
have  not  only  told  os  the  species  of  the 
crime,  but  they  have  told  us  several  ways 
or  methods  how  it  was  made  use  of:  they 
have  told  us,  that  some  were  bribed  by  the 
promise  of  offices,  some  by  the  promise  of 
money  or  pensions ;  ^t  some  were  bribed 

Sr  the  actual  grant  of  pensions,  some  by 
e  actual  grant  of  offices,  and  some  by 
the  actual  grant  of  releases  of  debts,  owing 
by  them  to  the  crown :  nay,  they  have 
told  us,  that  sums  of  money  were  actually 
given  to  or  for  the  use  of  some  peers,  to  en- 
gage them  to  concur  in  the  voting  a  list 
of  peers  :  is  it  po^ible,  my  Lords,  to  ^e 
more  particular  instances  of  bribery,  with- 
out actually  naming  the  persons  who  gave, 
and  the  persons  who  received  the  bribes  ? 
But  bril^ry,  it  seems,  was  not  of  itself 
sufficient  to  cram  this  list  down  the  throats 
of  some  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland ;  to 
their  gifls  and  their  promises  they  were 
forced  to  add  menaces  and  threats:  by 
caUing  it  the  Kmg's  List,  and  by  saying  it 
was  approved  by  the  crown,  what  else  can 
be  understood,  than  that  they  designed  to 
threaten  those  who  should  refuse  to  vote 
for  it,  with  the  displeasure  of  the  crown, 
and  that  they  must  expect  to  be  turned  out 
of  any  office  or  employment  they  9i:yoyed 
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under  the  crown  ?  Nay,  the  petitioners 
go  further,  they  tell  us,  that  not  only  his 
Majesty^s  name^  but  his  Majesty's  troops 
were  made  use  of,  to  terrify  those  whom 
money  or  promises  could  not  corrupt. 
Without  giving  us  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons by  whom,  and  to  whom  those  ex- 
pressions were  made  use  of;  without  giv- 
ing us  the  name  of  that  person  from  whom 
those  orders  tohb  Majesty's  troops  o>^- 
nally  flowed,  it  is  impossible  to  desert 
those  instances  of  menaces  and  threats, 
more  particularly  than  they  are  described 
in  the  answer  now  before  us  ;  and  there- 
fore there  is  not  the  least  pretence  to  say, 
that  the  petitioners  have  not  fuUy  complied 
with  this  part  of  your  Icmtehips'  order. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the  other 
part  of  your  lordships'  order,  by  which  the 
petitioners  are  desiredto  give  us  the  names 
of  the  persons  that  were  guilty  of  those 
crimes ;  this  indeed  they  have  not  com- 
plied with ;  but  for  what  reason  ?  Because 
H  is  impossible.  They  do  not  say,  that 
from  their  own  knowledge  they  know 
any  of  dwse  flle^  practices ;  they  do  not 
80  much  as  insmuate,  that  any  man  at- 
tempted to  bribe  or  to  frighten  either  of 
them :  no,  my  Lords,  all  the  knowledge 
they  have,  is,  by  information  ;  and  they 
expressly  tell  us,  that  were  th^  to  act 
both  as  accusers  and  witnesses,  it  is  im- 
possible for  them  to  inform  your  lorddiips 
who  were  tile  persons  ^nil^  ;  and  fiirther, 
besides  the  credit  which  is  due  to  their 
dharacters,  they  give  us  a  most  convinc- 
ing reason  for  the  impossibility  they  labour 
imder  in  this  respect :  they  tdl  us,  that 
their  informers  may  be  unwflling  to  name 
the  persons  guilty,  until  they  are  brought 
upon  their  examination ;  and  this,  my 
Lords,  every  one  of  your  lordships  must 
B^ree  to  be  very  probfid[>le,  nay,  to  be  cer- 
tain, because  of  the  great  danger  that  at- 
tends the  m^fitionin^  of  any  person's  name 
i^n  such  an  occasion.  As  to  the  officer 
that  commended  the  regiment,  kept  under 
arms  during  the  time  of  that  election,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  the  petitioners  may  know 
his  name ;  but  I  am  surprized  to  hear  any 
lerd  say,  that  the  petitioners  ought  to  have 
named  him  in  theur  answer  to  your  lord- 
ship's order,  because  he  was  not,  nor 
could  be  the  person  guilty ;  he  must  have 
been  but  an  inferior  officer,  and  therefore 
must  have  had  orders  from,  a  superior  for 
what  he  did  :  the  superior,  the  «iipC)6me, 
I  mean,  ray  Lords,  the  person  from  idiom 
those  orders  originally  nowed,  is  the  only 
I'^'s^  V^9  Sod  tae  only  penen  your 
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lordsh^  are  to  enquire  after  ;  ell  under 
him  are  oWged  to  obey  their  orden, 
under  the  pain  of  mutiny,  which  is  imnie* 
diate  death;  and  therefore  they  cannot 
be  the  persons  guilty;  so  that  it  wookl 
have  been  ridiculous  in  the  petitioners,  to 
have  named  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  raiment,  as  the  person  guilty  of  anj 
illegal  practice ;  and  the  other,  the  peti- 
titioners  cannot  know  :  but,  my  lords,  by 
examining  that  officer,  and  perhaps  some 
others,  at  your  lordships  bar,  you  will  at 
last  find  out  the  person,  prq>erly  charge- 
able as  the  criminal  in  this  respect ;  I  ssy 
criminal,  my  Lords ;  for  it  has  always  been 
held  highly  criminal,  to  leave  any  res;u- 
lar  forces  in  any  town  where  an  electioa 
is  to  be  ;  and  certainly  it  must  be  much 
more  criminal,  to  march  them  into  such  a 
town,  and  to  give  them  orders  to  stand  to 
their  arms,  as  if  they  were  ready  to  cot 
the  throats  of  all  those,  who  should  dare 
to  oppose  the  persons  that  gave  them  their 
orders:  thus,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that 
with  the  first  part  of  your  lordships'  order 
the  petitioners  have 'fully  comphed  ;  and 
with  the  latter  part,  they  have  not  only 
declared,  but  have  shewn,  in  the  most 
convincing  maimer,  that  it  is  impossiUe 
for  them  to  comply  ;  and  therefore  there 
cannot  be  the  least  foundation,  for  tiie  re* 
solution  the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to 
movefof. 

There  may  be,  and  I  hope,  my  Lords, 
there  are  many  lords  in  this  House,  who 
might  think,  that  your  lordships  coukl  not 
well  proceed  to  an  enquinr  into  this  a&irt 
without  some  fiurther  lights  than  you  had 
by  the  petition  :  and  may  now  thmk  that 
you  have  had  lights  sufficient  to  proceed 
to  an  enquiry,  by  which  those  dark  scenes 
of  iniquity  may  perhaps  be  opened  fulfy  Un 
view.  The  three  questions  raicfa  naturally 
occur,  when  an  enquiry  is  proposed,  may 
now  be  easily  answerea :  can  it  be  doubt* 
ed  but  that  the  practices,  of  which  die 
petitioners  have  given  us  so  many  instancesy 
are  illegal  ?  Can  it  be  supposed,  that  they 
can  be  either  punished  or  prevented  by 
any  inferior  court  ?  Is  it  not  admitted  oC 
all  sides,  that  they  are  such  as  highly  de* 
serve  the  notice  of  this  House }  As  to 
the  first  and  third  questions,  therefore^ 
none  of  your  lordships  seem  to  mdceaay 
doubt;  then  as  to  the  second,  whether 
diey  are  such  practices  as  may  be  pre* 
sumed  to  have  been  committed  ^  I  ana 
sorry,  my  Lords,  to  say,  that  the  presamp 
tion  is,  m  my  opinion,  but  too.  slrona|w 
Btfi^^fi  iii0  ctMsnutirsof  fliottrtdetarai 
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the  petitionerg,  who  are  weQ  known,  and 
I  hope  well  respected  by  most  of  your 
lordBhq)6»  hare  not  we  a  general  clamour 
f^zainst  such  practices  ?  ^d  when  I  con- 
smer  the  great  qualifications,  and  more 
especially  me  just,  the  generous,  and  the 
prudent  conduct  ofsome  ofthepetidonerB, 
who  had  the  honour  to  be  members  of  this 
House  in  last  parliament ;  the  great  num- 
ber of  votes  they  fiad  in^  their  fiiTour,  at 
^e  dection  for  that  parliament :  and  the 
smaU  number  of  votes  they  had  in  then: 
ftvour  at  last  election ;  I  must  say,  I  am 
•firaid  there  is  too  much  ground  for  dus 
general  clamour,  too  sofid  a  foundation 
lor  this  particular  complaint ;  so  that  as 
to  the  second  Question,  diere  can  be,  in 
my  opinion,  as  little  doubt  as  in  either  of 
^e  othertwo. 

Another  areument^  my  Lords,  which 
seemed  to  m^e  some  of  your  lordships 
willing  to  agree  to  the  order  then  pro- 
posed, was,  that,  without  some  faraier 
lights  into  this  affiiir,  the  proper  question 
could  not  be  put  to  the  witnesses  to  be 
examined  at  your  bar:  but  can  any  lord 
now  say,  that  we  are  not  fully  instructed 
by  die  answer  now  before  us,  for  putting 
the  pr<n>er  questions  to  every  witness  that 
can  be  Drought  to  our  bar,  upon  an  en- 
fuiiy  into  tms  a£Sur  >  The  particular  in- 
terrogatories, both  as  to  bribery  and  threats 
and  ukewise  as  to  the  regiment,  which 
seems  to  have  been  made  use  of,  with  an 
intention  to  over-awe  this  election,  arise 
so  natundly  firom  the  answer  before  us,  that 
we  may  get  at  the  bottom  dT  this  affiur, 
without  any  farther  informadon  s  but,  be- 
sides, though  the  petitioners  have  not  now 
the  honour  to  be  members  of  this  House, 
yet  surely  they  will  be  allowed,  and  by  this 
peddon  they  appear  to  be  ready  and  will- 
ing, to  give  every  lord  of  this  House  as 
much  assistance  as  they  can,  in  putting 
the  pr(n)er  quesdons  to  each  witness,  so  as 
to  enable  us  to  draw  from  every  witness 
the  whole  of  what  he  may  know,  about  the 
illegal  ptacdces  made  use  of  at  last  elec- 
tion. From  all  which  it  is  probable,  nay, 
I  think  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  there  are 
many  lords  in  this  House  who  were  for 
tiie  order  proposed,  but  will  now  be  for 
proceeding  direcdy  to  an  enquin^  into  this 
affidr,  and  consequendy  must  be  against 
the  modon  now  proposed. 

My  Lords,  notwithstanding  I  have,  I 
think,  clearly  shewn,  that  the  peddoners 
tiave  folly  complied  with  your  lordships 
order,  in  so  far  as  it  was  possible  for  them 
to  comply  with  the  same :  yet  I  should 


be  very  easy  about  die  event  of  this  modon, 
if  I  did  not  suspect  that  it  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  another,  which  will,  I  am  afraid, 
put  an  end  to  diis  a&ir ;  and  therefore  I 
nope  the  noble  lord  will  be  so  ingenuous 
as  to  stand  up,  and  declare  what  he  intends 
by  die  modon  he  has  been  pleased  to  make; 
for  dioueh  the  peddoners  do  not  intend, 
or  should  absolutely  refuse  to  set  them- 
selves up  as  accusers,  yet  I  hope  your 
lordships  are  not,  for  diat  reason,  to  drop 
an  aibir,  in  which  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  this  House,  in  which  the  very  being  of 
our  consdtudon  are  all  so  deeply  concern- 
ed. When  this  afiair  came  first  before  us, 
it  was  said,  it  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
cause,  and  diat  dierefore  the  peddonem 
ouffht  to  be  considered  as  the  plaindflb, 
and  ought  to  name  those  they  designed  to 
make  defendants.  But  if  it  were  to  be 
considered  as  a  cause,  we  are  not,  in  mjf 
opinion,  to  look  on  the  petidoners  as  plain- 
tifi,  nor  upon  any  particular  persons  as  de- 
fendants. It  is,  my  Lords,  the  honour  of 
this  House,  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
our  happy  constitution,  that  are  to  be  look- 
ed on  as  the  p]ainti&,  and  bribeiy  and 
comipdon  are  the  defendants  :  these,  my 
Xords,areproperly  the  parties  to  this  cause. 
If  the  aflair  now  before  us  were  to  be 
looked  on  as  such.  But  it  ought  not,  iii 
an^  shape,  to  be  considered  as  a  cause  ; 
it  IS  to  be  considered  oi^y  as  an  enquiry, 
which  some  of  the  best  and  greatest  of  his 
Maiesty's  subjects  have  eamesdy  petition- 
ed for,  which  the  nation  calls  aloud  for, 
and  which  the  honour  of  this  House  most 
peremptorily  requires. 

It  is  certain,  my  Lords,  it  is  evidentfirom 
the  records  of  both  Houses  of  P&rliamen^ 
that  enquiries  have  been  often  set  up, 
without  naming  any  persons  whose  con- 
duct or  crimes  were  to  be  enquired  into. 
Even  but  a  few  sessions  ago,  there  was  afi 
enquiry  set  up  in  this  House,  and  n^ 
nesses  examined  at  die  bar  of  this  Housi^, 
without  naming  any  person  who  wasjuip- 
posed  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  affiur 
then  enauired  into ;  I  mean,  my  Lords,  th0 
affidr  or  die  South-Sea  Company,  in  rel»* 
don  to  the  disposal  of  their  directors  es- 
tates :  it  is  true,  that  enquiry  was  objected 
to  and  opposed,  as  I  beueve  all  enquiriqa 
will  for  ever  be;  but  the  reasons  for  op- 
posing that  enquiry,  were  not  because  np 
particular  person  was  named,  nor  ajiy  paiv* 
dcular  instaAce  g£  fi*aud  given;  no,  mf 
lords,  the  only  objecdon  against  tbit^en^ 
quiry,  was  that  there  wei:e  no  fetidootu^ 
before  us:  it  was  said,  that  we  ouj^t  not 
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to  enquire  into  that  afbir,  because  none  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  South  Sea  Stock, 
none  oi  the  persons  concerned^  had  com- 

filained  of  any  fimids  or  undue  practices, 
n  the  present  case,  this  objection  cannot 
be  made;  we  have  now  a  jjetition  before 
usy  we  have  persons  complaining  of  undue 
practices,  who  are  highly  interested  in  the 
complaint ;  but  now  it  is  said^  we  must  not 
enquire  into  this  affiur,  because  none  of 
the  practices  are  particularly  menti<med, 
because  none  of  the  persons  guilty  are 
particularly  named:  thus,  my  Lords,  will 
some  objection  be  always  n)und,  to. our 
entering  upon  an  enquiry  into  any  fraudur 
lent  or  criminal  practices,  let  the  interest 
and  safety  of  the  nation,  or  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  House  be  ever  so  much  con* 
cemed. 

If  a  coroner,  my  Lords,  should  be  Up 
formed  that  a  person  had  been  murdered, 
the  body  buried,  and  the  murder  con- 
ceale4 ;  Dut  that  if  he  would  examine  such 
witnesses  as  his  informers  should  direct' 
him  to,  the  murder  might  be  discovered, 
and  the  persons  guil^  i^preh^ded,  and 
brought  to  condifli  punishment;  surely  the 
coroner  would  be  very  deficient  in  his 
duty,  if  he  should  neglect  or  refuse  ep« 
quiring  into  the  affiur,  because  his  in* 
formers  could  not,  or  perhaps  would  not, 
declare  to  him  the  pMcrsons  guiltjr,  and  the 
particular  manner  in  whidi  tne  murder 
was  committed :  surely,  my  Lords,  if  his 
informers  were  men  of  any  character  or 
credit,  if  they  were  persons  upon  whose 
information  he  could  have  the  least  de- 
pendence, he  would  immediately  order  the 
body  to  be  taken  up  and  examined,  and 
would  examine  in  the  strictest  manner 
every  witness  his  informer  could  direct  him 
to.  The  case  before  us  is  the  very  same : 
if  your  lordships  can  have  any  dependence 
upon  the  character  or  credit  of  the  peti- 
tioners, you  must  suspect,  that  a  most 
borrid  murder  has  been  committed:  an 
election  there  has  certainly  been,  whe- 
ther it  was  a  fair  and  a  natural  election, 
your  lordships  are  to  enquire;  for  if  it  was 
carried  on  by^  undue  methods  and  illegal 
practices,  the  right  of  the  peerage  of  Scot- 
land has  been  murdered,  our  constitution 
has  got,  I  am  a&aid,  a  mortal  stab :  I  am 
persuaded  none  of  your  lordships  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  petitioners  are  persons 
whose  information  is  not  in  the  least  to 
be  depended  on;  and  in  such  a  ca^,  upon 
•uch  an  information,  will  your  lordships  re- 
fhse  to  make  any  enquiry,  because  they 
camvot  inform  you  of  die  particular  persons 


Proceedi^s  rddting  to  the 


Vm 


concerned  in  this  murder,  and  of  all  the 
particular  circumstances  how  it  was  coa»- 
mitted  ?  For  God's  sake,  my  Lords,  con* 
sider  what  an  injury  will  be  done,  by  such 
a  refusal,  to  the  nation  in  general ;  what  a 
public  slur  will  be  thrown  upon  the  ho* 
nour  of  this  House  and  upon  the  justice  of 
our  proceedings. 

In  short,  my  Lords,  the  honour  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  the  indepei^dency  of  parr 
liament,  is,  in  my  opinion,  so  much  codp 
cemed  in  the  aj^r  now  before  us,  the 
complaint  is  so  well  supported,  the  grie- 
vance so  fully  and  so  particularly  set  forth, 
and  a  redress  so  louoly  and  so  generally, 
as  well  as  particularl^r  called  for,  thiu,  if 
we  do  not  enquire  strictly  into  this  a£^, 
I  shall  hardly  expect  that  this  House  will 
ever  for  the  future  enquire  into  die  com* 
plaints  (^  any  subject,  or  of  any  number 
of  subjects ;  and  if  the  other  House  foUow 
the  example  of  this,  where  then  shall  the 
subjects  go  to  complain  ?  No  where  can 
they  go^  my  Lords,  but  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  which  they  cannot  approach,  but 
when  the  ministers  please  to  give  them 
leave;  and  then,  I  fun  sure  it  must  be 
ffranted,  that  the  subjects  of  this  onoe 
niqppy  and  free  nation,  will  be  reduced  to 
the  same  state  with  die  subjects  of  the 
most  absolute,  the  most  slavish  monarchy 
on  earth. 

To  thb  it  was  repHed  as  follows : 

My  Lords;  By  the  modon  which  the  no* 
hit  lord  was  pleased  to  make  to  us,  I  must 
think,  that  the  only  quesdon  now  before 
us  is,  whether  the  petidoners  have  com- 
plied with  the  last  order  of  this  House,  or 
no  ?  If  they  have,  your  lordships  must 
disagree  to  the  resoludon  proposed;  if 
Xhej  have  not,  you  cannot  avoid  agreeing 
to  It.  This  is  the  only  quesdon  now  in 
hand,  and  therefore  I  must  think  it  verr 
irregular,  to  bring  any  arguments  which 
may  seem  to  impeach  the  justice  or  the 
propriety  of  an  order  already  agreed  to. 
Now,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  question.  I  have 
read,  I  have  thoroughly  considered,  both 
your  lordships'  order,  and  the  answer  now 
before  us,  and  I  must  really  be  of  opinion^ 
that  the  peddoners  have  not  complied 
with  any  one  part  of  your  lordships'  order : 
by  that  order,  they  are  desired  to  give  ua 
instances  of  the  illegal  pracdces  complained 
of;  and  in  answer  to  this  they  tell  us,  that 
some  were  bribed  with  ready  money,  some 
widi  offices,  or  with  releases  of  debts^  due 
by  them  to  the  crown,  and  some  with  pro* 
mises;.and  they  seem  toinsinuate^  that 
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others  might  be  terrifiedy  b^  calling  the 
list  proposed  to  them,  the  Kiag's  list ;  or 
by  Uie  regiment  that  was  drawn  up  near 
the  place  of  election ;  is  there  any  thing, 
but  what  every  lord  in  this  House  must 
^4iave  known  before  he  saw  this  answer  ? 
Surely,  if  any  illegal  practices  are  made 
use  of,  for  influencing  any  election,  those 
practices  must  consist  either  in  bribing  or 
threatening  the  elecUnrs;  they  can  con- 
sist in  nothing  else ;  and  I  must  think  that 
vour  lordships  intended,  by  that  order,  to 
be  informed  of  something  more  than  you 
knew,  when  that  order  was  made;  you 
certamlydid;  and  as  the  petitioners  have 
given  you  no  &rther  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation, it  cannot  surely  be  said,  that  thcr 
have  complied  with  that  part  of  your  lorcl- 
ships  order. 

It  may  perlu^  be  impossible  for  the 
petitioners  to  give  us  any  particular  in- 
stances of  bribery,  or  of  menaces,  without 
naming  the  persons  who  gave,  or  the  per- 
sons linio  received  the  bribes;  without 
naming  the  persons  who  threatened,  or  the 

K*sons  who  were  threatened;  but,  my 
rds,  is  not  this  the  very  reason  why  you 
joined  the  two  in  one  order  ?  You  were 
sensible,  that  particular  instances  could 
not  be  given,  without  naming  the  persons; 
and  therefore,  that  the  petitioners  might 
not  mistake  your  meaning,  you  ordered 
them  to  give  you  the  persons  naxnes,  as 
W€^  98  the  instances ;  and  if  it  be  impos- 
nMe  for  them'  to  give  any  person's  name. 
it  is  certiunly  equally  impossible  for  them 
to  give  jou  any  mstances  either  of  bribery 
or  threatening ;  but  this  bein^  contrarjr  to 
what  they  have  told  jrou  in  their  petition, 
I  must  therefore  conclude,  that  they  know 
some  of  the  persons  names,  but  rdRise  to 
comply  with  your  lordships'  order  in  that 
respect;  and  indeed,  they  have  taken  care, 
not  to  affirm  positively  in  any  part  of  the 
answer  now  before  us,  that  they  do  know 
any  of  the  persons  names ;  for  when  they 
say„  that,  were  they  to  act  both  as  accu- 
sers and  witnesses,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  inform  your  lordships,  who 
were  the  persons,  that,  in  the  course  of 
this  examination,  and  from  the  testimony 
of  future  evidences,  may  appear  to  have 
been  concerned  m  the  above-mentioned 
practices;  it  eannot  be  presumed,  that 
they  mean  to  say  more  than,  that  th^ 
do  not  know  all  the  persons  that,  by  sudb 
axaminaticm,  may  i^ear  to  have  been 
concerned;  but  still  they  may  know  some 
of  the  persons,  they  must  Imow  some  of 
|hem,  odierwise  they  could  not  bats  said 
[VOL.  IX] 


in  their  petition,  that  they  were  ready  to 
lay  instances  of  illegal  practices  before 
tms  Jflouse;  and  theref<Nre  it  cannot  ba 
said,  that  they  have  compHed  with  your 
lordships  order,  so  far  as  was  possible  for 
them  to  comply  with  the  same. 

I  shall  grant,  my  Lords,  th&t  it  is  not  le- 
gal to  leave  any  regular  troops  in  a  i^aca 
where  an  dection  is  to  be,  or  to  man£  any 
troops  to  such  a  place,  at  the  time  of  an 
election,  unless  mere  appear  some  very 
good  reason  for  so  doing :  but  if  tumults 
and  riots  should  happen,  or  if  the  magis* 
trates  of  the  place  should  receive  certain 
infcirmation,  that  some  such  were  intend- 
ed, they  might  certainly  call  in  his  Majes* 
ty's  troops,  for  the  preservation  and  quiet 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  if  any  en- 
quiry should  be  made  into  this  affiur,  which 
upon  this  very  account,  I  wish  there  may, 
it  will  be  made  appear,  that  there  was 
very  good  reason,  tor  Imvin^  that  regi« 
ment  near  the  (dace  of  election,  and  that 
whatever  they  did,  was  done  by  a  pro- 
per and  legal  order :  but  if  it  were  ooier- 
wise,  if  there  was  any  thii^  illegal  done  by 
the  regiment,  the  omcer  mo  commanded  f 
that  regiment  at  the  time,  is  the  first  per- 
son to  answer  for  it,  and  must  be  presumed 
^uihy,  tOl  he  can  clear  himself,  by  shew-  ^ 
mg  that  he  had  orders  from  a  superior  ctf- 
ficer  for  what  he  did,  and  such  orders  too 
as  he  could  not  dis^ver  to  be  ill^;al ;  for 
if  the  orders  should,  upon  the  very  face  of 
them,  appear  to  be  contrary  to  law,  t  do 
not  think  such  orders  would  justify  the 
officer  who  obeyed  them :  the  retitioners 
therefore,  ou^^ht  certainly  to  have  named 
the  officer  who  commanded  that  regiment,, 
as  one  of  the  persons  guilty  of  the  illegal 
practicfM  they  complain  of ;  and  that  it  was 
m  theur  power  to  4o  this,  is,  I  think,  ac- 
knowledged of  all  sides.  From  all  which 
it  is,  in  my  opinion,  evident,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners have  not  in  any  reqpect  complied 
uriih  your  lordships'  order ;  and  thereforo 
you  must  certainly  agree  with  the  noble 
lord,  m  the  resolqtiQn  he  has  been  j^eased 
to  propose. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  as  some  thinffshava 
been  thrown  out,  even  in  this  oebale^ 
a^dnst  the  order  apreed  to  by  this  Hoasa^ 
I  nope  your  lordships  will  give  ate  leave  to 
add  a  few  words  in  vindication  of  your  09« 
der.  I  shall  agree  with  the  noUe  lord, 
that,  by  our  law,  no  man  is  to  be  loaded 
with  wnat  is  properly  cedled  an  accbsalion, 
without  the  oath  of  some  witness ;  but 
then,  before  that  accusation,  whidi  at  com- 
mon law  is  called  an  indictment,  can  ba 

[SD] 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


WI} 


8  GBOKGEIL 


PtoceeeBi9gs  retaHng  ie  ih 


[m 


draini  m;  bdbtt  ai^  witiieM  can  be 
eKaauDea,  die  p«taon*8  ntmey  and  like- 
rae  tbe  particular  csime  with  which  he  is 
charged,  inuat  be  made  known  to  the 
oonrt,  or  toaomepersoatbdongiaffto  the 
court,  and  intnated  b^  the  court  for  thai 
pivpoae;  ufon  this  mfbtmadon,  the  in- 
dictaient  is  formed,  and  the  witnetsee  are 
examined  befove  tiie  erand  jury,  in  order 
to  their  finding  the  Biu :  this  is  the  course 
at  common  kw,  and  this  b  a  method, 
which  ought  to  be  followed  in  all  courts, 
and  in  aH  cases  relating  to  the  punishment 
of  crimes.  This  is  the  veir  method  which 
ihb  House  now  desires  to  ndlow ;  we  only 
want  such  an  informatioii,  as  may  enable 
«s  to  form  or  draw  up  an  accusation,  and 
then  we  are  to  examine  witnesses,  to  see  if 
thote  is  any  ground  for  the  accusation,  to 
see  if  there  n  any  reason  for  proceeding 
fortiier  in  the  prosecution. 

With  respect  to  enquiries  into  crimes  or 
flaisdenseanors,  either  before  this  House  or 
the  other,  I  do  not,  my  Lords,  remember 
to  have  heard,  that  there  was  ever  any 
such  enquiry  set  t^  in  either  House,  un- 
less where  the  peisons  were  named,  and 
tiie  practices  particularly  set  for^,  by 
tiiose  who  desired  the  enquiry ;  or  that 
both  were  so  particularly  described,  that 
every  member  might  easily  and  certainly 
judge,  who  were  die  persons  pointed  kt, 
and  what  were  the  crimes  they  were  to  be 
accused  of :  I  have  often  heard  it  said  that 
comparisons  go  upon  aU  four;  but  the 
comparison  nmde  between  the  enouiry  now 
proposei^  and  the  enquiry  lately  made, 
rdadng  to  the  South-Sea  Company,  is  a 
comparison,  whidi  is  so  far  from  going 
upon  all  four,  that  it  has  not  so  much  as 
ene  leg  to  put  to  the  ground*  IntheSouth- 
*  Seaenquii^,  the  disposal  of  the  estatetf  of 
those  wtio  were  directors  of  that  Comnany 
m  the  year  1720,  was  a  fiict  particularly 
mentioned,  and  the  fact  proposed  to  h^ 
enquired  into ;  and  as  tiiat  money  was  un- 
der Uie  man^ement,  and  must  have  been 
disposed  of  by  those  who  were  afterwards 
directors  of  liiat  Company,  ifanyfVauds 
kad  been  connnitted  in  the  disposal  df  that 
m^ney,  they  were  the  only  persons  that 
tMld  lie  guilty,  the  only  persons  that 
cedkll^  prosecuted,  and  their  names  were, 
well  known;  so  that,  in  that  case,  the 
names  of  the  persons  were  known,  and  the 

rticular  instance,  the  particuliff  ^ict  to 
enquired  into,  wds  mentioned  in  the 
¥ery  resolution  of  this  House ;  and  in  that 
case  it  happened,  that,  after  we  had  given 
*e  South-Sea  Company  a  grett  deid  ef 


trouble,  after  we  had  given  sevavl  private 
ffentlemen  a  great  d^  of  trouble,  we  «i 
test  found  we  Jiad  proceedad  to  an  enquhry 
a  little  too  rashly,  and  without  any  solid 
grounds;  which  I  lan  convinced,  woidd  be 
Uie  event  of  the  enquiry  now  proposed^  i^ 
we  should  enter  upon  it  without  any  ftur- 
ther  information  than  we  have  at  present. 

With  respect,  my  Leids,  to  what  hsM 
been  said  about  the  duty  of  a  coroner^  I 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  if  persons  of  Una 
best  character  shoukl  come  and  infomf 
him,  that  a  murder  h«l  been  comauttedy 
the  body  buried,  and  the  murder  coo* 
oealed,  «>d  yet  ^ould  reftise  to  give  hiaa 
the  least  hint  oS  the  persona  sufposed  t<» 
be  guilty ;  or  the  least  circumstance,  lay 
which  the  coroner  could  judge  of  ih» 
grounds  of  their  suspicion;  I  say,  my 
Lords,  that  if  a  coroner  should,  upon  ^icn 
a  general  in^ormatioti,  order  the  bod^  to 
1>e  taken  up,  and  give  the  relations  and 
friends  of  the  deceased  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  he  would  be  very  much  blamed  t 
-and  would  have  great  reason  fo  be 
a^amed  of  his  weakness  and  credtdity,  if 
at  last  it  should  ampear,  that  the  deo^ned 
had  died  a  fair  aiui  a  natural  death :  naT» 
even  thoigh  his  informers  had  told  him  iia 
general,  that  they  had  heard  die  deceaaed 
was  certainly  murdered  by  poison,  without 
telling  him  by  whom,  at  wnat  time,  or  m 
what  manner  administered,  such  a  generad 
drctnastanee  would  no  way  excuse  the 
coroner^s  officious  enquiry. 

If  it  were  possible,  my  Lords,  to  judge 
in  the  present  case,  of  tne  truth  of  fiicts^ 
without  knowing  ^  names  of  the  persons 
said  to  have  been  concerned  in  those  fiurts  ; 
tiien  the  latter  part  of  your  lordships'  order 
wouM  have  been  usdess,  and  consequent^ 
would  in  so  fitr  have  been  improper;  but 
in  the  case  before  us,  without  tmotrii^  tbe 
persons  names,  said  to  have  be^d  concern* 
-ed  in  the  practices  complained  o^  it  is 
impossible  tor  us,  upon  our  own  judgment 
to  determine,  whether  we  have  any  groond 
to  presume  that  those  facts  were  really 
committed,  because  it  is  upon  the  chariUN> 
tenr  and  circumstances  ^  the  persons  9BaA 
to  be  cbncemed,  that  our  judgment  nmat 
in  this  case  principally  depend ;  and  I  ana 
sure,  without^a  strong  presumptiim  of  tbe 
truth  of  the  &cts  complained  of,  it  wo«M 
be  wrong  in  us  to  enter  into  an  oieubyl 
this  Itake  to  be  the  true  reason,  wny  we 
desired  to  have  the  persons  nnnea^  why 
We  agreed  to  that  order  as  R  now  stnada; 
and  dierefore  I  cannot  see  how  any'k»d 
who  was  for  thit  otdsr^  can  be  for  < 
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prooe^diiiff  to  an  enqiikj  into  this  aflEur, 
till  the  onter  be  fiiUy  con^lied  with. 
.  There  18  no  man,  myLords,  can  have  a 
greater  regard  for  the  noble  lorda  petition- 
era,  than  iWe;  nomancanhaveagreater 
xegBtA  for  their  opinion,  aa  to  the  veradty 
or  the  probabilitj  of  what  they  rdate,  than 
I  shall  nave  imon  this  and  every  other  oc- 
casion; but  1  hqpe  they  will  excuse  me, 
for  not  allowing  my  Defaavioor  in  this 
House  to  be  directed  by  their  opinion :  if 
they  have  a  mind  that  I  should  be  of  their 
opinion,  if  they  hare  a  mind  that  I  shoiidd 
Mliere  the  foc^  they  relate,  as  thdr  re- 
lation does  not  proceed  from  their  own 
knowledge,  they  must  give  me  the  parti- 
cular reasotia,  they  mu%  give  me  the  par- 
ticular circumstances,  upon  which  tney 
famre  fomided  their  opinion,  as  to  die  trutn 
•r  probability  of  wii^  Ihey  relate ;  then 
and  not  till  then,  I  shall  be  able  to  form 
aome  opinion  oi  my  own ;  and  till  I  can 
form  an  opinion  of  my  own,  till  I  can 
convince  myself,  that  there  is  at  least  a 
fa^  prdrabiHty  thatsome  ill^al  practices 
were  made  use  of  at  the  late  election  of 
peeis  for  Scodand,  I  cannot  affree  to  our 
entering  upon  an  inquiry  into  tnat  affiun 

I  hf^  my  Lords,  I  nave  as  great  a  re- 
flard  for  the  honour  of  this  House,  as  any 
brd  can  fa^e;  but  for  this  very  reason,  1 
cannot  yet  asree  to  any  enquiry  into  this 
«ffittr:  I  thk&  it  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  this  House,  to  enter 
jashly  into  any  measure ;  I  think  it  incon- 
•istent  with  that  regard  we  ought  to  have 
for  the  ease  and  tranquillity  of  the  subject 
to  enter  into  a  solemn  enquiry  into  sup- 
posed crimes,  without  very  sufficient 
grounds  to  suqpect,  that  some  such  were 
ceaUy  committed;  for  by  all  sudi  enqui- 
ries, some  particular  men  must  be  put  to 
great  trouble  and  expence ;  and  by  raising . 
a  general  ferment,  the  tranquillitjr  of  the 
whole  nation  will  be  disturbed.  I  like- 
^vise  hc^,  my  Lords,  I  have  as  great  a 
veneration  for  the  indepefidency  of  par- 
Ifamffnt  as  any  man;  but  as  we  ought  to 
be  independent  sf  the  crown,  or  the  roi- 
iiialers,  so  we  oug^t  not  to  depend  upon 
4he  c^union  of  any  nund)er  of  subjects,  nor 
ought  we  to  depend  upon  vulgar  rumours 
or  genefal  damours.  I  do  not  know,  that 
thm  is  in  the  firesent  case,  any  general 
cfaunour  for  an  inquiry,  at  least  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  such ;  but  if  there 
were,  we  are  not  for  that  reason  to  pro- 
^eeed  to  an  enquiry :  no,  my  Lords,  we 
ought  coolly  to  examine  the  grounds,  the 
foundations  i^that  chunour,  and  if  we  find. 


it  has  been^mfitfly  raked,  without  a^ 
soUd  foundation,  we  ought  to  despise  it^ 
for  if  neglectedwki  contemned,  it  will  sink, 
it  will  evanish  of  course.  I  beg  pardon, 
for  taking  up  so  much  of  your  lordships' 
time,  about  what  I  really  think  is  not  we 
question  before  us  at  present ;  but  I  have 
Bo'great  a  rewd  for  the  honour  of  this 
House,  that!  thought  myself  obliged  to 
say  something  by  way  of  renly,  in  vindi* 
cation  of  an  order  of  this  House,  so  so« 
lenmly  agreed  to;  and  therefore  I  hope 
jrour  lordiuiipa  will  excuse  me.- 

The  questioa  was  then  put  for  a  resolu* 
tion,  according  to  the  motion  above-men- 
tioned, which  was  wr^^  to  upon  a  divi* 
fiion,  by  90  to  47.  Inis  motion  was  made 
by  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  dsad  was 
supported  by  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and 
bra  Hervey ;  and  it  was  opposed  by  the 
lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  of  Chesterfiebl,  the 
lord  Gower,  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  and  the 
eail  of  Strafibrd. 

•  Protest  i^oinst  the  said  ResoUUiotu} 
Against  this  Resolution,  the  •  followiag 
Protest  was  entered  upon  the  Journals,  viz. 

**  Dissentient — Somerset,    Tadcaster, ' 
Mi^mard. 

L  ^<  Because  it  was  f^greed  in  the  de- 
bate, conformable  to  the  rules  of  reason, 
that  no  impossibility  was  required  from  the 
lords  petitioners;  and  though  we  allow 
that  they  have  not  literally  con^Ued  with 
the  order,  yet  we  think  die  assertion  in 
their  answer,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  inform  the  House  who  are  the  persons, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  examination,  and 
from  the  testimony  of  foture  evidencei^ 
may  appear  to  have  been  concerned,  was 
sufficient  to  satisfjr  the  House,  that  they 
have  not  wilfully  aisdbeyed  the  order* 

^<  And  from  the  nature  of  things,  we 
conceive  it  in\practicable  for  the  lords  p^ 
titioners,  to  name  all  the  persons,  who  may 
be  concerned  in  those  illegal  proceedings, 
for  although  die  offers  of  places,  pensions, 
and  other  gratuities,  must  be  presumed 
to  come  from  persons  in  power,  yet  such 
offers  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be 
conveyea  by  under-agents ;  and  we  must 
also  observe,  that  if  those  under-agents 
should  be  publicly  named  before  examinap 
don,  they  may  either  be  prevailed  upon  to 
abscond,  or  to  take  the  whole  upon  thenip 
selves  to  screen  offenders  of  higher  rank. 

**  We  must  farther  declare,  it  is  our  ofir 
nion,  that  such  corrupt  and  dark  desig;as 
as  are  specified  in  the  answer,  may  iSm 
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been^  carried  on  with  that  secrecy  and 
dexterity,  that  although  a  moral  certainty 
may  apoear,  of  theiiF  having  been  exe- 
cutedy  tne  persons  concerned  in  the  exe- 
cution may  never  be  discovered ;  yet  this 
good  effect  might  have  arisen  from  the  en- 
quiry,  that  the  legislature  would  have 
ft>und  means  to  prevent  such  pernicious 
practices  for  the  niture ;  and  even  in  that 
case,  the  Lords  Petitioners,  by  bringing 
this  afiair  before  the  House,  would  have 
done  a  real  service  to  the  Peerage  of 
Scotland,  to  this  high  Court  of  Judica- 
-turel  and  to  the  whole  united  kingdom* 
■  2.  «*  Because  we  can  no  ways  conceive, 
that  the  going  on  upon  this  examination, 
without  having  the  names  of  the  persons 
produced,  could  be  attended  with  any  pos- 
sible injustice  to,  or  hardship  upon,  those 
who  might  afterwards  be  named  by  the 
evidence;  on  the  contrary  we  are  per- 
suaded, that  such  persons  would  have  an 
advantage,  which  could  not  happen  in  any 
other  course  of  proceeding;  the  whole 
matter  of  the  accusation  womd  lie  open  to 
them,  the  witnesses  against  them  would 
be  known,  who  could  not  afterwards  be 
suffered  to  vary  from  their  testimony,  and 
the  House  womd  in  justice  allow  sudi  j^r- 
8<nis  a  fidl  time  to  answer  the  accusation, 
Itnd  to  bring  up  witnesses  (if  necessary)  to 
prove  their  innocence.  Neither  is  this 
looked  upon  as  an  accusation  at  present ; 
for  (as  it  was  justly  observed^  there  are  no 
accusers,  nor  persons  accusea ;  but  we  ap- 
prehend it  to  be  the  most  proper  subject 
for  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  brought  before  this  House. 

8.  "  However  it  may  be  necessary  in 
the  course  of  other  proceedings,  whether 
tipon  impeachments  or  {mpeab  brought  be- 
fore this  House,  tliat  all  the  persons  con- 
,  cemed  should  be  named,  we  can  by  no 
mfeans  think  it  necessary  upon  an  enquiry, 
no  final  sentence  being  then  to  be  given ; 
and  those  rules  which  are  consistent  with 
justice  in  the  former  cases,  must,  in  our 

4  pinion,  tend  to  obstruct  all  justice  in  the 
teter.  We  cannot  conceive  that  an  inno- 
^cent  person,  who  should  happen  to  be 
^lamed  in  the  course  of  such  on  examina- 
tion, can  possibly  be  deprived  of  the  means 
'Of  makiaff  his  innocence  appear :  but  we 
can  well  niresee,  that  guilty  persons  (and 
those  probably  of  the  highest  rank)  may 
escape  by  such  a  method ;  which,  imposing 
an  impossibility  on  the  informants,  must, 

-  -m  we  apprehend,  tend  to  defeat  all  pariia- 
nientary  enquiries,  and  therefore  could  not 
be,  in  our  opinicm^  within  the  intention  of 
the  order. 


4*.  **  Because  the  matter  spcicified  in  the 
answer  are  of  such  a  nature,  as  seem  only 
proper  to  be  examined  in  this  House;  ana 
nad  the  Lords'  Petitioners  sought  a  remedy 
any  where  else,  they  might  have  been 
justly  censured :  We  apprdiend  therefore, 
that  the  pinning  them  down  to  the  precise 
words  of^  the  onler  may  be  attended  with 
this  fiital  consequence,  that  all  parliamen- 
tanr  enquiries  may  be  rendered  much  m<»re 
diincult  hereafVer;  which  may  probably 
give  such  encouragement  to  corrupt  minis- 
ters, that  they  may  be  prompted  to  make 
the  most  dangerous  attempts  uipon  the  con- 
stitution, and  hope  to  come  on  with  in^u* 
nity :  such.am>renensions  naturally  suggest 
themelanchoiv  reflections,  that  our  poste- 
rity may  see  the  time  wfalen  some  of  those 
lords,  who  sit  upon  a  more  precarious  foot 
than  the  rest  ofthe  House,  having  throudi 
motives  of  virtue  and  honour,  opposed  me 
'evil  designs  of  some  future  mmister,  for 
that,  and  that  alime,  mav  be  excluded  at 
an  ensuing  election;  and  though  the  whole 
world  may  be  sensible  ofthe  cause  of  their 
exclusion,  no  remedy  may^be  found,  but 
their  case  may  become  a  subject  of  aa-. 
tional  concern,  indignation  and  reseat- 
menti — (  Signed.)    I^^arsdale,  Bruce,  Bol- 
ton, Warrington,  Bedford,   Sidlblk, 
Shi^lsbury,  Chesterfield,  Cravai,  Co- 
ventry, Foley,  Strafford,  Abingdon, 
Boyle,  Thanet,  Berkshire^  Ayleabrd, 
Gower,  Huntingdon,  Masham,  Gra- 
hame,  Litchfiek^  Beaufort,  Denbkh, 
Cobham,  Bridgewater,  Anglesea,  Ba- 
Uiurst,    Haversham,    Northanq>ton| 
Macclesfield." 

Debate  on  a  Motion  for  dUmissing  tie 
said  Petition^]  Immediately  after  this  Re^ 
solution  was  agreed  to,  a  motion  was  mi^ 
**  To  order,' that  the  said  Petition  be  dis- 
missed.''  The  Argument  for  the  Motion 
was  m  substance  as  follows ;  viz. 

My  Lords  i  When  the  Petition  now  be- 
fore us  was  first  presented,  1  was  of  opi* 
nion  that  it  was  conceived  in  such  general 
and  obscure  terms,  as  not  to  deserve,  on 
its  own  account,  the  least  countenance  or 
consideration  from  this  House ;  and  I  am 
persuaded  it  was  not  on  account  of  any 
matter  contained  in  the  Petition,  that  your 
lordships  did  not  reject  it  immediately 
upon  its  being  presented.  The  regard  yoa 
have  been  pl^bsed  to  shew  to  it,  was  cer^ 
tainly  on  account  of  the  noble  Peers  whA 
sign  it,  and  in  this  I  heartily  concurred,  be- 
cause for  all  of  them  I  have  the  greatest 
esteem:    For  this  reason  your  lordships 
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were  [leased  to  indulge  them  with  an  op- 
portunity to  explain  themselves,  and  to 
dear  up  that  obscurity  in  which  their 
Petidon  was  invoiyed.  This  indulgence 
they  have  made  use  of,  and  in  obe£ence 
to  your  lordships'  order,  they  have  endea* 
Youred  to  explain  themselves;  but  that 
explanation  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  general, 
and  as  obscure  as  the  Fetition  which  is  there- 
by intended  to  be  explained:  Nay,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Petition,  and  the  exphmation, 
or  answer  to  your  lordships'  last  order, 
seem  to  be  a  little  inconsistent ;  for  in  the 
Petition  they  complain  of  imdue  practices, 
and  say,  that  they  were  ready  to  lay  be- 
fore us  instances  and  proofs  of  those  un- 
due practices ;  yet  when  we  desire  them 
to  give  us  some  of  the  instances  of  those 
practices,  and  gave  them  all  the  time  they 
could  desire  for  that  purpose,  they  give  us 
no  instance  of  any  undue  or  illegd  prac- 
tices, they  give  us  only  some  general  sur- 
mises, and  teU  us  they  cannot  be  more 
partictdar  without  stating  themselves  as 
accuters  or  witnesses :  so  that  their  com- 
plaint is  now  as  obscure  as  it  was  at  first, 
and  there  is  now  less  reason  to  believe  that 
^lere  ever  were  any  such  practices  as  they 
complain  of. 

Notwithstanding  the  obscurity  of  the 
petition,  notwithstuiding  the  inability  of  the 
petitioners  to  give  us  any  instances  of  the 
illegal  practices  they  complain  of,  yet,  my 
Lords,  the  practices  so  obscurely  hinted  at, 
seem  to  me  to  be  of  sudi  a  dangerous  na- 
ture, and  to  affect  the  honour  of  thb 
House  in  such  a  tender  piMUt,  that  I  should 
readily  agree  to  the  inquiring  into  them,  if, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  there 
did  not  appear  to  me  suffident  ground  to 
believe  that  no  such  practices  were  ever 
made  use  of.  For  if  it  could  be  presmned 
that  any  such  undue  methods  or  illegal 
practices  were  made  use  of  at  the  last 
jSiection,  that  presumption  must  arise  from 
the  diaracters  and  circumstances  of  the 
persons  chosen,  compared  with  the  charac- 
ters and  drcumstances  of  the  unsuccess- 
fiil  candidates:  If  the  sixteen  noble  lords 
chosen  to  represent  the  peerage  of  Scot- 
land, or  any  of  them,  were  persons  ^i  a 
bad  character,  persons  of  inferior  families 
or  fortunes,  or  persons  id  no  merit,  it 
might  then  be  supposed,  that  some  undue 
ihethods  had  been  made  use  of,  to  get  such 
persons  returned  as  the  representatives  of 
the  Peei;age  of  Scotland  m  this  House : 
but  this^  IS  not  the  case  at  present ;  the 
noble  peers  who  were  chosen,  and  who,  in 
consequence  of  that  choice,  have  now 


seats  in  this  House,  are  noblemen  of  at 
great  fiunilies,  and  of  as  lai^e  properties  a» 
any  in  Scotland ;  and  as  to  their  personal 
characters  and  merit,  there  are  none  of 
them  that  have  ever  been  in  the  least  sus- 
pected of  any  disaffection  to  his  Majesty's 
g;ovemment  or  &nily,  and  the  qualifica- 
tions and  merit  of  every  one  of  them  are  so 
well  known,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  t<^ 
enlarge  upon  them;  nay,  I  will  avoid 
it  beoiuse  they  are  present;  fbr  I  very  weft 
know,  that  even  the  most  julst  and  the 
most  elegant  encomiums  are  offensive  to 
die  ears  of  persons  of  real  merit,  and  that 
the  more  merit  tliey  have,  the  more  offen- 
sive always  will  that  praise  be  which  is , 
uttered  in  their  presence. 

Thus,  my  lords,  as  no  presumption  of 
anj  illegal  practices  having  been  com- 
mitted, can  be  drawn  fVom  the  nature  of 
the  case  before  us,  and  as  the  petitioners, 
notwithstanding  the  indulgence  granted 
them,  have  not  been  able  to  give  us  any 
instance  of  such  practices,  nor  even  any 
surmises,  but  such  as  are  so  general,  that 
they  cannot  give  the  least  foundation  for 
any  accusation,  much  less  can  they  give  a 
foundation  for  your  lordships  to  bring  the 
character  of  any  person  in  question;  there*> 
fore  I  must  condude  that  no  sudi  prac^ 
tices  were  committed,  and  the  necessary 
consequence  of  this  must  be,  to  dismiss 
the  petition.  ' 

But  farther,  my  lords,  the  petitioners  do 
not  even  seem  willing  to  comply  with  your 
lordships  order;  for  thouch  they  could  not, 
perhaps,  have  mentioned  all  the  persons, 
that  might,  from  the  examination  of  wit» 
nesses,  have  appeared  guilty  of  the  practices 
they  complain  of,  yet  surely,  if  any  such 
practices  were  made  use  of;  s<mie  persons 
must  be'  suspected  at  least,  to  have  been 
ffuilty  of  them,  and  the  petitioners  must 
nave  heard  who  they  were  that  were  sus- 
pected to  have  been  guilty ;  the  names  of 
those  persons  the  petitioners  might,  and 
certainly  would  have  given  us,  if  piey  had 
intended  to  have  complied  widi  your  lord- 
ships' order;  and  their  not  doing  so,  I 
must  look  on  as  a  contempt  of,  or  at  least, 
an  unwillingness  to  comphrwith  your  lord- 
ships' order  the;  natural  consequence  of 
which  must  in  all  cases  be,  to  dismiss  the  pe* 
tition  of  those  who  shew  any  such  contempt  ^ 
or  unwillingness.  This  the  petitioners 
were  sensible  of,  and  therefore  they,  in 
the  answer  now  bdbre  us,  endeavour  to 
excuse  themselves,  by  saying,  that  they 
never  intended  to  state  themselves  as  ac- 
cusers of  any  person  whatever :    upoa 
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whieh  I  mutt  observe  that  if  tfaey  4o  not 
intend  to  state  themselves  a&  accusers, 
I  do  not  how  we  can  state  ourselves 
as  judges ;  for  we  cannot  certainly  act  the 
part  both  of  accusers  and  judges ;  nor 
ought  we,  I  think,  in  any  affiur,  to  act  the 
part  of  grand  jury  and  judge,  which  would 
really  be  the  case  in  the  present  a£^r,  if 
we  snould  first  examine  witnesses  towards 
finding  out  who  are  the  persons  guilty,  and 
then  sit  as  judges  to  try,  and  pass  sentence 
upon  the  persons,  against  whom  any  sus- 
picion of  guilt  shall,  by  such  enquiry,  be 
made  appear.  From  all  which,  my  Lords, 
I  must  think,  that  we  nrither  can  nor 
pught  to  proceed  farther  upon  the  peti« 
tion  before  us;  and  unless  your  lordships 
liave  a  mind  to  submit  to  have  the  orders 
of  this  House  contemned,  or  at  least  ex* 
plabed  in  6^ch  a  manner  as  petitioners 
shall  think  fit,  I  am  sure  you  ought  to  dis- 
iniss  it :  therefore  I  must  move  your  lord- 
ships to  order,  That  the  ^tition  be  dis- 
missed. 

To  this  R  was  answered  m  substance  as 
follows :  • 

My  Lcjrds;  Against  the  motimis  for- 
merly made  in  the  affiiir  before  us,  I  spoke 
wkh  sui|>rise,  but  against  that  now  made,  I 
Apeak  with  concern:  the  present  motion 
^  l£>es  not  indeed  surprise  me,  for  it  is  what  I 
'  expected,andwhatleasilyperceivedwas  in- 
tended by  the  motions  already  made:  and  as 
as  they  were  agreed  to  by  this  House,  I  am 
nowobliged  to  think  th^  were  right:  but 
the  a&ir  in  hand,  the  petiti<Hi  now  before 
us,  is  a  matter  of  so  gpreat  consequence 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House, 
to  the  very  being  of  our  constitution,  that' 
it  is  with  the  deepest  poncem,  it  is  with  the 
deepest  sorrow,  I  hear  a  motion  made  in 
CfaiB  I^use  for  dismissing  such  a  peiitioo; 
and  that  upon  no  other  foundation,  but 
because  the  petitioners  have  complied  with 
«n  order  of  this  House  in  a  particular,  in 
.whidi  they  have,  I  think,  v^y  evidently 
iiiewn  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  com- 
ply :  and  my  sorrow  is  still  heightened  by 
wbi^t  I  have  diwerved  in  the  debate^  for 
every  lord  who  has  upoke  ujpon  one  side  in 
this  affiur,  has  made  use  ci  arguments  to 
ahew  that  it  is  improper  or  unnecessary, 
for  this  House  to  enter  into  any  enquiry 
about  the  illegal  practices  complainea  of; 
ao  that  if  the  motion  now  niade  be  com- 
,idied  with,  it  is  the  last  time  I  expect  to 
hem  any  mor^  of  the  a&ir  now  before  us 
in  this  House ;  and  therefore  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  excuse  me,  if  I  repeat  and 


endeavour  Co  enforce  some  <lf  die  argu- 
ments made  use  di  for  shewing  the  neces- 
sity, as  well  as  r^ularity,  c^  making  a 
strict  enquiry  into  this  affiur,  and  toanswer 
some  of  the  objections  started  upon  this 
occasion. 

By  the  arguments  made  use  of  upon  this 
occasion,  it  really  seems  to  be  the  opinion 
of  some  lords,  that  this  House  ought  never 
to  enquire  into  any  illegal  practices,  if  by 
such  enquiry  an  impeachment,  or  any  other 
parliamentary  proceeding,  may  become 
necessary  for  the  punishment  of  private 
men,  because  we  are  not,  it  is  said,  tostate 
ourselves  both  as  accusers  and  judges,  wo 
are  not  to  act  the  part  both  of  grand  jury 
and  judge  :  But  uus  argument,  as  it  has 
no  foundation  either  in  Uw  or  the  custom 
of  parliamei^,  will  never,  I  hqpe,  i^evaiL 
It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  by  an  en- 
quiry, we  neither  state  ourselves  as  ao* 
cusers,  or  judges ;  we  neither  act  the  part 
of  grand  jury  or  judge;  we  act  ho  part, 
but  that  of  the  guardians  of  the  lives,  the 
liberties,  and  the  rights  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects; and  this  part  I  hope  this  House  will 
jaever  refuse  to  act  upon  any  occasion.  I^ 
^pon  any  sucli  enquiry,  a  prosecution  be* 
comes  necessary,  the  custom,  has  always 
been  for  some  l<nrd  to  stand  up  in  hisplao^ 
and  impeach  in  form  those  who  are  sus- 
pected to  be  the  guilty  criminals,  oroth^- 
wise  we  desire  a  conference  with  the  odier 
House,  and  at  that  ccmference  we  commu- 
nicate to  them  what  discoveries  we  have 
madeby  our  enquiry;  whereupon  the  other 
House  becomes  tHe  accuse,  they  act  tbe 
part  of  the  grand  jury,  and  then  we  assume 
the  character  of  ju^^ies.  This  is  the  me- 
thod of  iH*oceeding  in  parliament ;  and  this 
methodhasbeen  so  odea  practi8ed,andiS8e 
wdl  Imown,  that  I  am  surptii^  to  bear 
any  such  argunbnt  made  us^  of,  against 
an  enquiry  into  the  illegal  practices  now 
complained  of. 

As  we  may  enauire  into  any  sort  of  ille- 
gal practices,  witnoui  stating  ourselves  as 
accusers  or  judges,  so  an  enquiry  may,  ia 
this  House,  as  well  as  in  the  otW,  pro- 
ceed from,  or  be  founded  upon  commoa 
fame,  upon  the  motion  ol  any  member 
when  seconded,  or  upcm  the  petition  of  the 
sd&rer  by  such  practices.  I  tbaJH  grao^ 
my  lords,  that  we  are  not  to  depend  on, 
or  to  be  directed  by  vulgar  rumours  orge- 
nenil  clamours ;  because  illegal  practices 
are  generally  reported  and  loudly  exdaim* 
ed  against,  we  are  not  to  conclude  that 
Uiey  are  certainly  true  ;  but  1  w31  say, 
my  lor^  thai  a  gsonerU  damotv  is  not 
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only  a  foimdation  for  an  enquiry,  but  such 
a  foundation  as  we  are  obliged,  both  m 
honour  and  duty,  to  lay  hold  on  ;  and  in 
that  enquiry  we  ought  first  to  examine 
•trictly  into  the  truth  of  the  practices  com- 
plained of,  and  punish  severefy  the  offisnd- 
.  era,  if  the  general  report  be  found  to  be 
true;  but  if  T>e  find  it  to  be  entirely 
groundless,  we  ou^ht  then  to  enquire  into 
the  authors  of  it,  in  order  to  punish  those 
who  disturb  the  nation  by  such  artful  and 
groimdless reports.  General ckmoursought 
nererto  be  contemned,  the  people  ought 
to  be  satisfied  ;  it  is  one  of  the  chief  ends 
c^  our  meeting  in  diis  House,  and  in  such 
cases  there  is  no  way  of  satisfying  the 
people,  but  by  a  strict  enquiry,  and  a  se- 
Tere  punishment  upon  the  guilty;  for 
guilty  persons  there  must  necessarily  be, 
upon  all  such  occasions,  either  of  one  side 
or  the  other. 

»  That  enquiries  have  been  set  up  in  tins 
House  upon  a  bare  motion,  is  not  to  be 
controverted,  because  the  enquiry  dready 
mentioned,  in  relation  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  had  no  foundation  but  a  bare 
motion,  which  was  mdeed  supported  by  a 
general  clamour  of  unfair  practices,  but 
was  without  any  pa^rticular  suggestion  of 
firaud :  and  by  that  enquiry,  ray  lords, 
•one  very  odd  practices  did  appear;  but 
the  enquiry^s  ending  as  it  did,  was  very  far 
from  proceeding  from  our  having  gone 
rashly  into  it,  but  from  our  not  going  .so 
&r  as  we  ought  to  have  gone ;  for  we 
found  the  affidr  we  had  resolved  to  enquire 
into,  so  blended  with  the  other  afiairs  of 
that  company,  that  there  was  no  getting 
to  t^  bottom  of  It,  without  a  general 
sear<m  into  all  the  aSkdn  of  that  company 
from  the  year  1720  :  this  general  search, 
your  lorddiips  must  remember,  was*  pro- 
posed, and  if  it  had  been  agreed  to,  I  am 
convinced  that  enquiry  would  giot  have 
ended  so  smoothly  as  it  did.  But  that 
tiiere  was  any  thing  more  particular,  either 
with  respect  to  the  thing  to  be  enquired 
into,  or  the  persons  who  might  sufier  by  it 
in  that  enquiry,  than  in  what  is  now  pro- 
posed, I  am  surprised  to  hear ;  for  as  to 
the  thing  to  be  enquired  into,  i^  is  very 
certain,  that  there  was  not  one  instance  pf 
fraud,  or  of  any  thing,  so  much  as  mention- 
ed: the  only  thing  proposed  to  be  enquired 
kxtOj  was  tne  disposal  of  a  sum  of  money ; 
and  if  the  proposition  now  made  had  been 
only  to  enquire  into  the  late  election  of 
peers  for  Scotland,  without  mentioning  any 
hIc^  practices,  it  would  have  been  in 
this  respect  no  aunre  genesal  tiban  that  tn* 


quiry ;  but  as  it  stands  at  present,  it  k 
certainly  much  more  particular. 

Then  as  to  the  persons,  it  is  very  eer* 
tain,  no  man  was  in  that  case  particularly 
nalned  or  particularly  described;  there 
were  maav  others,  who  might  have  been 
concerned  in  the  facts  beside  the  directors; 
some  of  their  superiors,  some  oi  those  who 
direct  the  directors ;  one  of  ^  directors  of 
the  nationmi^  perhaps  have  beenfound  t6 
havebeenconcemed:  and  ifany  frauds  had 
been  discovered,  it  would  very  probably  have 
been  found,  tint  some  inferior  persons, 
some  of  the  servants  of  Ihat  company,  had 
been  likewise  concerned;  for  director* 
seldom  act  without  tools;  and  rt  would 
have  as  probably  been  found,  that  sotne  of 
the  directors  were  entirely  innocent,  un- 
less this  House  had  resolved  to  make  ano*  * 
ther  precedent  of  doing  justice  by  the 
lump,  which  I  hope  we  shap  never  again 
have  any  occasion  for  ;  so  that  there  is  n^t 
the  least  pretence  to  say,  that  the  personK, 
who  mig^t  appear  to  be  ^Ity,  were  in  that 
caseany  ways  more  particular^ known  than 
they  are  in  the  present :  on  tne  contrary, 
the  persons  guilty  in  the  present  case,  if 
there  are  any,  are  mudi  more  particularly 
pointed  at :  In  the  present  case,  therecoidd> 
be  no  inferior  persons  concerned,  they 
must  be  persons  of  some  rank  in  the 
worid ;  some  of  them  must  be  persons  who 
have  a  great  deal  more  of  his  MajestyV 
ear  than  they  deserve,'  and  much  more 
thaa  tills*  House  ought  to  permit  them  to 
enjoy  :  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  such 
mean  persons,  or  suclj  a  number  of  per- 
sons were  concerned  in  the  illegal  mnc- 
tices  now  complained  of,  as  must  nave 
been  supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in 
the  management  and  direction  of  the  South 
Sea  Company's  affiurs ;  and  therefore  it 
must  be  granted  that  the  persons  who  may 
by  an  enquiry,  be'found  to  be  guilty,  arl 
much  more  particulariy  pointed  to  m  the 
present  case,  than  they  were  in  the  other. 

That  parliamentary  enquiries  have  been  • 
often  founded  on  a  retition  from  the  per- 
sons injured,  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  con- 
troverted. The  encjuiryinto  the  SouA- 
Sea  Company's  affiurs,  after  the  fiunoui 
year,  1720;*  the  late  enquiries  into  the  af- 
figars  of  the  Charitable  Corporation,f  and 
the  York-Buildings  Company,  are  so  many 
recent  testimonies  of  this  custom:  but, 
my  Lords,  was  it  ever  before  desired  ot 
insisted  on,  that  the  petitioners  should  give 
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particular  instancei  of  the  firaudi  or  fllegal 
practices  they  complained  of?  Was  it  ever 
insisted  on,  that  thej  should  give  the 
jiames  of  the  particular  persons  they  sup* 
jposed  to  be  guilty  ?  No,  my  Lords,  it  never 
Sras ;  and  shall  the  petitioners  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  because  tney  are  men  of  as  high 
quality,  and  as  much  injured  as  any  that 
ever  presented  a  petition  to  parliament; 
because  the  injury  they  complain  of,  is  of 
as  high  and  as  dangerous  a  nature,  as  any 
that  was  ever  coraj^ned  of  to  parliament; 
and  because  the  practices  they  complain 
of^  are  as  generally  believed,  and  as  much 
exclaimed  against  as  ever  any  practices 
were  in  this  or  any  other  nation;  shall 
thev,  I  say,  for  these  reasons  be  obliged 
to  do  more  than  was  ever  desired  of  any 
*  petitioners  ?  Shall  their  Petition  be  re- 
jecteo,  unless  they  will  subject  themselves 
to  the  trouble,  the  expence  and  the  dan- 
ger, of  becoming  the  actual  accusers  of 
those  they  suspect  to  be  guilty  ? 

What  IS  at  present  meant  by  our  own 
judgment,  or  our  own  opinion,  I  cannot 
comprehend ;  I  hope  every  one  of  your 
lordships  will  vote  in  this  amiir  as  you  ao  in 
every  other,  according  to  your  own  judg- 
ment, and  not  accoraing  to  the  judg- 
|nent  or  direction  of  any  other  person, 
either  without  doors  or  within.  What 
some  lords  may  suppose  to  be  necessary, 
towards  forming  ajude:ment  of  their  own 
in  the  present  case,  I  S^o  not  know ;  but  I 
am  very  sure  that  in  private  life,  if  a  gen- 
tleman should  relate  a  fact,  and  say  he  had 
it  from  such  authority  as  he  could  depend 
pn,  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  common 
decency  to  tell  him,  I  can  give  no  credit 
to  whii  you  relate ;  nay,  I  will  not  so 
much  as  be  at  the  pains  to  enquire  into  the 
truth  of  it,  unless  you  give  me  your  autho- 
rity. Consider,  my  I^rds,  wnat  are  the 
authorities  to  be  given  in  the  present  case, 
and  the  only  authorities  that  can  be  given. 
The  noble  lords,  the  petitionei%,  Iiave  told 
us,  that  Aey  have  certain  information  of 
undue  and  illegal  practices  made  use  of, 
towards  engaging  peers  tp  vote  for  a  list 
at  the  last  election :  the  only  authority 
they  can  give  for  this  allegation,  is  thie 
personswho  told  them  so;  and  those  are  the 
very  persons  they  desire  to  have  examined 
atyour lordships'  bar :  surely  your  lordships 
would  not  have  them  to  give  you  that  au- 
thority at  present,  you  would  not  have 
them  now  to  give  you  the  names  of  theur 
informers;  that  would  indeed  be  a  dis- 
covery of  evidence,  the  most  open  that 
Was  vver    madei  and  more  open  than 
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was  ever  desired  from  any  [daintiBrintfaii 
worid:  this  therefore  is  not  surdy  what 
the  noble  lords  would  have  towards  as- 
sisting  them  to  form  a  judgment  of  their 
own  in  the  present  case ;  and  yet  if  this  be 
not  what  they  want,  I  really  cannot  com- 
prehend what  they  would  have- 
In  all  cases,  my  Lords^  where  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  has  been  petition^  for, 
the  members  never  had,  nor  ever  desiied 
any  thing  towards  forming  a  judgment, 
whether  the  enquiry  was  necessary  or  do, 
but  only  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
petitioners,  and  the  nature  of  the  case,  as 
It  was  represented  in  the  petition.  In  the 
present  case,  the  character  and  credit  of 
the  petitioners,  areas  much  to  be  depaided 
on,  as  the  character  and  credit  of  any  that 
ever  were  petitioners  in  either  House  of 
Parliament;  and  what  they  relate  is  ren- 
dered still  more  probable,  by  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  thing,  and  by  the  experience 
of  past  elections,  ever  since  the  imion.  I 
have  a  ereat  regard  for  the  sixteen  noble 
lords,  who  now  represent  the  peerage  oF 
Scotland  in  this  House ;  I  know  they  are 
noblemen  of  great  worth,  and  of  as  peat 
frmilies  and  properties  as  any  in  Scot^md; 
but  this  is  not  the  case  in  question  ;  and  if 
we  look  back  upon  all  former  decUens 
in  Scotland,  we  must  think  it  very  strange 
that  the  sixteen  peers  chosen,  have  d- 
ways  been  of  ministerial  complexion,  dl^ 
most  without  exception ;  and  if  the  com- 
plexion of  any  of  them  altered,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  parliament,  we  hsve 
always  found  them  len  out  at  the  next  elec- 
tion; nay,  upon  all  chan^  of  ministet«t 
we  have  found  the  election  of  peers  in 
Scotland  take  a  new  and  a  general  turn : 
this  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  hap- 
pened without  something  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary ministerial  influence  on  that 
election;  and  this  extraordiniucy  influence 
cannot  be  obtained,  without  tome  undue 
methods  and  ill^al  practices :  nay,  it  it 
natural  to  suppose,  that  if  he  is  not  a  man 
of  more  virtue  than  ministers  usually  have; 
a  minister  will  always  make  use  of  the 
power  and  the  favours  of  the  crown,  which 
are  at  his  disposal,  to  get  sudi  a  set  of  peers 
returned  from  Scotland  as  he  shall  m- 
prove  of;  so  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  as  well  as  from  past  experience,  we 
have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  believe 
there  have  been  some  illegal  practioet 
made  use  of  at  the  last  election ;  and,  ai 
the  honour  of  this  House,  as  well  as  die 
preservation  of  the  constitution,  is  d^ly 
concerned  in  preventing  such  practice^ 
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as  audi  practices  cannot  be  prevented  by 
our  ordinary  courts  of  law,  an  enquiry  into 
this  af&ir  is  now,  I  think,  become  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

As  I  have  been  surprized  at  many  things 
'  I  have  heard  in  the  course  of  our  debates 
on  this  afiair,  so,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  a  little 
surprised  at  hearing  it  still  insisted  on,  that 
the  petitioners  have  given  us  no  instances 
of  any  illegal  practices,  nor  any  informa- 
tion but  what  we  knew  before*  Could  any 
of  your  lordships,  could  any  man  breath- 
ings suppose,  that  men  would  have  been  so 
aucbcious  as  to  make  use  of  his  Majesty's 
name  to  over-awe  the  election  of  the  six- 
teen peers  for  Scotland?  or  that  they 
vrould  have  dared  to  say,  that  his  Majesty 
ever  intermeddled  in  elections,  or  approved 
of  one  list,  or  of  one  candidate  more  than 
another?  Is  not  this  an  instance  of  the 
roost  dangerous  and  the  most  criminal  na- 
ture? threats  of  private  malice  or  revenge 
might  have  been  used,  and  even  the  making 
of  such  would  have  been  a  high  misde- 
meanor; but  in  matters  of  election,  to 
threaten  royal  resentment,  is,  in  my  opi- 
ioion,  high  treason.  Such  a  practice  I 
cannot  but  speak  of  with  awe,  because  of 
the  great  name  that  was  used ;  but  it  is  a 
oractice  I  will  speak  of  with  indignation, 
o^cause  of  the  great  name  that  was 
thereby  abused:  to  make  use  of  the 
King's  name  for  supporting  or  recom- 
mending a  list  made  up  by  ministers,  was 
mmost  abominable  and  a  most  treason- 
able practice:  his  Majesty's  name  ought 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  any  thing,  but 
what  is  as  pure  and  as  incorrupted  as  the 
gold  on  which  his  image  is  stampt ;  and  to 
mix  any  brass,  or  any  ministerial  metal, 
with  what  bears  the  sacred  name  of  Ma- 
jesty, is  certainly  a  most  heinous  crime:  it 
18  the  most  treasonable  sort  of  false  coin- 
ing :  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House 
cm  upon  us  for  an  enquiry ;  the  preser- 
vation of  the  constitution,  and  the  general 
Voice  of  the  people,  call  upon  us  for  an 
enauiry ;  the  whole  peerage  of  Scotland, 
which  has  been  so  much  injured,  calls  upon 
us  for  an  enquiry :  and  this  instance  shews 
us,  that,  if  we  have  a  due  respect  for  the 
honour  and  safety  of  the  king,  which  all 
your  lordships  certainly  have,  we  must 
unmediately  enter  upon  an  enquiry. 
■  If  any  undue  influence  was  made  use  of 
upon  an  election,  it  was  very  natural,  my 
Lords,  to  suppose  that  it  chiefly  consisted 
in  bribery ;  but  could  any  man  suppose, 
that  the  offices  and  employments  under 
tiie  crown,  or  the  munim^ence  of  the 
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crown,  which  ought  only  to  be  the  re- 
ward of  virtue  and  public  service,  would 
have  been  made  use  of  to  corrupt  voters 
at  an  election  for  Parliament  ?  Or  that 
the  money,  the  estate  of  the  crown,  that 
which  ought  to  be  applied  only  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
royal  family,  would  have  been  converted 
to  the  destruction  of  the  constitution? 
This  is  not  only  bribery,  but  the  most 
treasonable,  the  most  terrible  sort  of  bri- 
bery. In  this  respect  then,  the  petitioners 
have  told  us  what  we  did  not  know,  what 
none  of  us  could  suppose ;  and  of  this  they 
have  given  us  instances  in  as  particular  a 
manner  as  it  was  possible,  witnout  a  dis- 
covery of  evidence,  or  stating  themselves 
as  accusers  of  particular  persons,  neither 
of  which  was  ever  desired  of  those  who 
petitioned  for  a  parliamentary  enquiry.     . 

Tlie  grievance  now  complained  of,  my 
Lords,  is  far  from  being  new  or  unex- 
pected ;  even  at  the  time  of  the  Union  it 
was  apprehended,  that  the  election  of  the 
sixteen  peers  for  Scotland,  would  always 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  ministers  for 
the  time  being  :  what  has  since  happened 
has  sufficiently  shewn,  that  those  appre- 
hensions were  not  without  foundation ;  and 
if  this  petition  should  be  rejected,  it  may 
be  expected,  that  the  election  of  the  six- 
teen peers  for  Scotland,  will  soon  come  to 
be  like  the  election  of  our  bishops  ;  a 
Cong6  d'Elire  will  issue,  and  will  as  punc- 
tually be  complied  with,  in  the  one  case  aa 
in  the  other.  But  the  condition  of  the 
peers  for  Scotland,  will  be  -much  worse 
than  that  of  the  reverend  bench  ;  for  the 
reverend  lords  the  prelates,  have  their 
seats  in  this  House  for  life,  even  the  king 
cannot  take  that  honour  from  them: 
whereas  the  peers  for  Scotland  must  al- 
ways depend  upon  the  ministers,  for  the 
continuance  of  their  seats  in  this  House^ 
and  will  bestriptof  that  honour  as  soon  as 
the  Parliament  is  dissolved,  if  they  ever 
refuse  to  vote  according  to  ministerial 
direction.    " 

A  parliamentary  enquiry  does  not  seem 
to  me,  my  Lords,  to  be  attended  with  any 
such  grievous  consequences  as  has  been 
represented.  It  may,  it  is  true,  put  some 
private  gentlemen  to  some  trouble  and 
expence ;  but  as  the  safety  of  their  coun- 
try is,  in  such  enquiries,  generally  very 
much  concerned,  I  am  sure  it  is  in  this^ 
therefore,  that  trouble  and  expence  ought 
not,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  not  be  re- 
garded :  ana  as  to  the  putting  the  nation 
m  a  ferment,  I  am  sure  in  the  present 
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case,  our  going  upon  an  enquiry  will  put 
the  nation  into  no  ferment ;  but  our  re- 
fusing to  make  any  enquiry,  will  certainly 
put  the  whole  nation,  and  particularly 
Scotland,  into  a  very  great  ferment.  \Ve 
ought  to  consider,  my  Lords,  the  danger 
the  whole  nation  was  exposed  to,  by  a 
most  unjust  rebellion  raised  in  that  coun- 
try against  his  late  Majesty ;  but  if  the 
Peerage  of  tliat  country  should  find  them- 
selves oppressed  by  a  minister,  and  should 
find  that  no  justice  should  be  expected 
from  this  House,  it  may  raise  another 
rebellion,  or  rather  an  msurrection,  in 
that  country ;  and  as  they  would  tlien 
have  truth  and  justice  of  their  side^  it  would 
naturally  procure  them  the  hearts  of  all  the 
people  of  England,  and,  I  am  afraid,  most 
of  tneir  hands. 

,  If  the  petition  now  before  us,  ray  Lords, 
were  a  petition  that  regarded  only  the 
rights  or  privileges  of  the  petitioners,  their 
not  havinz  complied  with  your  lordships' 
order,  in  Ske  most  full  and  ample  manner, 
might  perhaps  be  a  reason  for  your  dis- 
missing the  petition  ;  but  as  it  regards  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  as  much 
as  it  does  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
petitioners,  your  lordships  ought  not,  you 
cannot,  I  thmk,  in  honour  dismiss  the  pe- 
tition, on  account  of  their  not  havmg 
complied  fully  md  exactly  with  your 
order  :  on  the  contrary,  you  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  retain  it,  that  it  may  serve  as 
the  ^ound-work  of  an  enquiry ;  and 
thougn  you  cannot  now  have  from  the  pe- 
titioners all  the  information  you  desire, 
you  ought,  in  the  carrying  oxi  of  that  en- 
qvAryy  to  take  all  the  information  and  as- 
sistance they  can  and  are  willing  to  give 
you,  with  respect  to  the  witnesses  it  may 
be  proper  to  examine  upon  that  enquiry. 
If,  by  this  method,  any  illegal  practices 
should  be  discovered  ;  if,  by  their  assist- 
ance, any  great  criminals  should  be  brought 
to  condign  punishment,  and  thereby  the 
honour  and  aignity  of  this  House  vindi- 
cated, and  the  independency  of  Parliament 
secured,  they  will  highly  deserve,  not  only 
your  lordships*  excuse,  for  their  non-com- 

f>liance  with  your  last  order,  but  your 
ordships*  thanks  for  the  service  they  have 
done  to  their  country ;  and  therefore  I 
hope  the  noble  lord  will  wave  his  motion, 
ana  let  us  proceed  to  the  appointing  a 
day  to  enquire  into  the  illegal  practices 
complained  of,  by  the  whcJle  nation  in 
genera],  as  well  as  by  the  petitioners  in 
particular. 
Tlic  Reply  was  as  follows : 


According  to  the  method  we  have  lately 
fallen  into,  I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  come  to  the  end  of  any 
debate.  If  upon  every  new  motion  in 
any  afiair.  Lords  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
enter  into  former  debates,  to  resume  all  the 
ai'guments  th^y  have,  upon  former  mo- 
tions, made  use  of,  and  find  fault  with 
those  orders  and  resolutions,  which  have 
.been  not  only  agreed  to,  but  agreed  to  by 
a  great  majority  of  this  House,  this;  will 
naturally  provoke  other  lords  to  justify 
what  they  had  before  given  their  consent 
to ;  this  may  probably  occasion'  a  reply ; 
and  at  this  rate,  we  shall  have  the  wnole 
business  of  the  session,  peiiiaps,  brought 
in  and  repeated  in  every  new  debate :  I 
hope  every  one  of  your  lordships  will  con- 
sider, what  an  endless,  intricate  labyrinth 
this  may  involve  us  m,  and  will  thereifore 
keep  a  httle  more  dose  t^  the  question  in 
hand. 

My  Lords,  in  the  present  affair  your  lord- 
ships made  an  order,  that  the  petitioners 
should  lay  before  Uiis  House,  in  writing, 
instance^  of  those  undue  methods  and 
illegal  practices  upon  which  they  intended 
to  proceed,  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
they  suspected  to  have  been  guilty  of  such 
undue  methods  and  illegal  practices  ;  and 
for  this  purpose  your  lordships  gave  them 
such  a  sumcient  time,  that  even  they 
themselves  have  not  found  fault  with  it : 
this  order  they  have  not  complied  with, 
your  lordships  have  already,  by  a  great 
majority,  resolved,  that  they  have  not 
complied  with  it ;  and  is  not  ue  dismiss- 
ing of  their  petition,  a  natural  consequence 
of  thai  disobedience  in  them,  and  of  this 
resolution  which  your  lordships  have  al- 
ready agreed  to  ?  I  shall  not,  my  Lords, 
enter  mto  a  vindication  of  that  order,  or  c£ 
that  cesohition,  because  I  should  thereby 
fall  into  that  error,  which  I  find  fault  with 
in  others :  but  allow  me  to  say,  my  Lords, 
that  the.  petitioners  might  have  told  us 
who  'it  was,  or  at  least,  who  ther  sus- 
pected it  was,  that  made  use  of  the  king's/ 
name  for  inducing  any  lord  in  Scotland  to 
vote  for  a  list ;  and  tney  might  have  told 
us,  who  it  was  that  promised  or  ga^e 
money,  or  other  reward,  for  voting  ror  a 
list,  without  telling  us  the  names  of  the 
persons  with  whom  such  arguments  were 
made  use  of;  and  this,  I  am  persuaded, 
your  lordsliips  were  fully  convinced  of, 
before  you  agreed  to  that  resolution  you 
have  just  now  come  to. 

As  the    dismissing   of  the  Petition  i» 
therefore  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
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resdution  your  lordships  have  agreed  to, 
I  cannot  see,  my  Lords,  why  it  should 
give  any  Lord  in  this  House  «o  great  a 
concern;  for  though  the  practices  com- 
plained of,  are  such  as  certainly  do  affect 
die  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House,  and 
tiie  independency  of  parliament,  if  there 
are  any  good  grounds  to  suspect  that  such 

{>nu;tioe6  were  actually  made  use  of,  your 
ordships  niay,  notwithstanding  your  dis- 
missing the  retition  now  before  you,  fall 
upon  many  ways  of  enquiring  into  those 
practices:  I  believe,  I  could  myself  pro- 
pose a  very  proper  method,  for  your  lord- 
ships to  enter  upon  such  an  enquiry,  if  I 
thought  there  was  a  necessity  for  any 
such.  The  consequence  therefore  of  the 
practices  complained  of,  or  the  necessity 
that  there  may  be  for  enquiring  into  those 
practices,  can  be  no  argument  against 
our  disHHSsing  the  Fetidon,  now  before 
H8 ;  and  in  order  to  act  consistently  with 
the  orders  and  resolutions  we  have  already 
agreed  to^  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
avoid  dismissing  it,  for  which  reason  I 
diail  agree  to  Uie  motion  the*  noble  lord 
has  been  pleased  to  make. 

When  the  question  was  just  gomg  to  be 
pot, 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  stood  up,  and 
spoke  to  this  effect : 

My  Lords ;  The  motion  now  before  us, 
is  so  far  from  being  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  resolution  agreed  to,  that  it  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  usual  method  of 
proceeding  in  this  House,  and  in  all  the 
courts  of  justice  in  the  world.  In  the 
whole  course  of  this  afiair,  your  lordships 
have  hitherto  gone  very  much  into  the 
methods  of  Westminster-hall,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  you  will  follow  them  through- 
out the  wnole  of  the  i^r  now  before  you. 
la  all  the  courts  below,  the  first  order 
they  make  in  any  case,  is  seldom  or  ever 
absolute  and  peremptory:  if  their  first 
order  is  not  complied  witi),  they  generally 
make  a  second,  sometimes  a  third,  which 
is  caHed  a  peremptory  order;  but  even 
with  reqpect  to  the  most  peremptory  order, 
if  the  party  who  is  to  comply  with  it, 
diould  make  some  sort  of  compliance,  but 
by  mistake  should  not  comply  with  it  so 
ftBy  as  he  ought  to  do,  surely  the  court 
would  give  him  an  indulgence,  and  would 
assign  him  a  new  day  for  rectifying  that 
mistake,  especially  if  he  should  shew  to  the 
oourt  a  plausible  reason  wh^  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  comply  fully  with  Uieir  order. 
'  Ijus,  my  LoraS|  is  the  method  of  pro- 


ceeding in  all  the  courts  below,  and  this 
is  the  constant  method  of  proceeding  in 
this  House.  I  remember  when  this  affair 
came  first  before  us,  some  noble  lords 
were  mighty  fond  of  making  it  a  cause ; 
and  if  we  look  upon  it  as  a  cause,  the 
motion  now  before  us  is  verv  far  from 
being  a  natural  consequence  of  the  reso- 
lution agreed  to.  Do  not  we,  my  Lords, 
in  all  appeals,  make  an  order  for  the  re^ 
spondent  to  put  in  his  answer  against  such 
a  day  ?  But  the  order  is  never  absolute 
and  peremptory ;  if  the  resnondent  faili  to 
comply  with  it,  your  lordships  never  pro- 
ceed to  hear  the  cause  ex  parte;  you 
always  make  a  new  order  for  the  respon- 
dent '  to  put  in  his  answer  against  such 
another  day,  which  in  that  case  is  called  a 
peremptory  day ;  therefore  if  your  lord- 
ships are  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  al- 
ready ffiven  in  by  the  petitioners,  I  hope 
the  noble  lord  will  wave  the  motion  he  has 
made,  and  agree  to  that  I  now  make  you, 
which  is,  To  adjourn  the  consideration  of 
this  Petition  to  this  day  seven-ni^t,  and 
to  order  that  the  petitioners  may,  against 
that  day,  put  in  a  further  answer  to  your 
lordships' last  order. 

The  Petition  rejected.^  But  the  former 
motion  being  insisted  on,  the  (question 
was  put  upon  it,  which  on  a  division  was 
agreed  to,  b^  99  to  52,  proxies  included. 

Afler  which  the  Petition  was,  by  the 
forms  of  proceeding  in  that  House,  of 
course  rejected. 

Protest  thereon,!  Upon  the  motion's 
being  agreed  to,  for  dismissing  the  Peti- 
tion, the  following  Protest  was  entered 
uon  the  Journals  of  the  House,  viz. 

«  Dissentient.  —  Somerset,  Tadcaster, 
Maynard. 

1,  H  Because,  though  the  lords  petitio- 
tioners  have  not  literally  complied  wldi 
the  order,  according  to  the  sense  of  the 
House,  yet  they  have  laid  before  us  facts, 
that  are  of  so  criminal  a  nature  in  them- 
selves, and  so  dangerous  in  their  conse- 
quence to  Uie  nation  in  general,  and  to 
this  House  in  particular,  that  we  think  a 
due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  one,  and 
the  honour  of  the  other,  required  the 
strictest  examination. 

2.  "  For  when  we  consider  the  first 
instance  in  the  Answer  of  the  lords  peti-* 
tioners,  viz.  ^  That  the  list  of  sixteen 
'  peers  for  Scotland  had  been  framed  by 
*  pertoxu  in  bi^h  trust  under  the  crown»- 
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*  long  previous  to  the  election  itself,  and 
<  that  tnis  list  was  shewn  to  peers  as  a  list 

*  approved  of  by  the  crowoy  and  was  called 

*  the  King's  list :'  We  are  filled  with  in- 
dignation, to  see  that  great  name  inde- 
cently blended  with  the  humour  of  minis- 
ters, and  profaned  and  prostituted  to  the 
yrorst  purposes;  purposes  that  must  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  the  subversion  of  our 
constitution,  which  we  know  it  is  his  Ma- 
jesty's glory  and  desire  to  preserve.  Such 
a  criminal  attempt  to  screen,  or  facilitate 
a  ministerial  nomination,  by  the  interposi- 
tion (equally  false  and  illegal)  of  his  ]\la- 
jesty's  name,  calls,  in  our  opinion,  not 
only  for  the  strictest  enquiry,  and  the  se- 
verest punishment  upon  the  authors  of  the 
fact,  if  it  be  proved,  or  the  asserters  of  it, 
if  it  be  not ;  but  is,  in  our  opinion,  no 
way  to  be  dropt  unexamined  and  unen- 
quired  into ;  such  a  precedent  may,  in  fu- 
ture times,  encourage  the  worst  of  minis- 
ters .  to  load  with  nis  guilt  the  best  of 
princes ;  the  borrowed  name  of  his  sovep 
reign  may  at  once  become  his  weapon  and 
bis  shield,  and  the  constitution  owe  its 
danger,  and  he  his  defence,  to  the  abuse 
of  his  prince's  name,  ^fier  a  long  abuse  of 
his  power. 

3.  ^  Because  the  following  instances, 
viz.    *  That  endeavours  were  used  to  en- 

*  gage  peers  to  vote  for  this  list,  by  promise 

*  of  pension  and  offices,  civil  and  military, 
^  to  themselves  and  near  relations,  and  by 
'actual  promise   and  offers  of  sums  of 

*  money. 

*  Tliat  sums  of  money  were  actually 
'  given  to  or  for  Uie  use  of  some  peers,  to 

*  engage  them  to  concur  in  voting  for  this 
*list. 

^  That  annual  pensions  were  promised 

*  to  be  paid  to  peers,  if  they  concurred  in 

*  the  voting  for  this  list ;  some  of  them  to 

*  be  on  a  regular  establishment,  and  others 
'  to  be  paid  without  any  establishment 
'  at  all 

^  That,  about  the  time  of  this  election, 
'  numbers  of  pensions,  offices  (of  which 

*  several  were  nominal)  and  releases  of 
f  debts  owing  to  the  crown,  were  granted 

*  to  peers  who  concurred  in  voting  for  this 

*  list,  and  to  their  near  relations,'  seem  in 
the  highest  degree  to  aftect  the  honour 
andt  dignity  ot  this  House*,  since  un- 
tainted streams  can  hardly  be  expected  to 
flow  from  a  corrupted  source :  and  if  the 
election  of  sixteen  peers  for  Scotland, 
should  ever,  by  the  foul  arts  of  corruption, 
dwindle  into  a  ministerial  nomination,  in- 
^^  of  persons  of  the  first  raojky  greatest 


merit,  and  most  consideraUe  property,  we 
may  expect,  in  future  parliaments,  to  see 
such  only  returned  who,  owing  their  elec- 
tion to  the  nomination  of  the  minister^ 
may  purchase  the  continuance  of  their 
precarious  seats,  by  a  fatal  and  unanimoua 
submission  to  his  dictates :  such  persons 
can  never  be  impartial  judged  of  his  con- 
duct, should  it  ever  be  brought  in  judg- 
ment before  this  great  tribund. 

4.  <'  Because  the  last  instance  men- 
tioned, viz.  « That,  on  the  day  of  the  elec- 
^  tion,  a  battalion  of  his  Majesty's  forcea 

<  was  drawn  up  in  the  Ab^y  Court  at 
*•  Edinburgh,  and  three  companies  of  it 

*  were  marched  from  Leith  (a  place  a^  one 
^  mile's  distance)  to  join  the  rest  of  the 
'  battalion,  and  kept  under  arms  from  nine 
^  in  the  morning  till  nine  at  night,  when 

*  the  election  was  ended ;  contrary  te 
^  custom  at  elections,  and  without  any 

<  cause  or  occasion,  that  your  petitionerft 
^  could  foresee,  other  than  the  overoawiog 
^  of  the  election,*  we  apprehend  to  beef 
the  highest  consequence  both  to  our  VSba^ 
ties  in  general,  and  the  freedom  of  eiec* 
tions  in  particular  ;  since,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  pretence,  whatever  amre- 
hensions  of  disorders  or  tumults  may  nave 
been  alledged  in  this  case,  may  be  equally 
ailedged  on  future  occasions;  especially 
as  we  have  a  number  of  regular  forces 
abundantly  sufficient  to  answer  such  calls : 
and  we  apprehend,  that  the  emfdoyment  * 
assigned  to  this  battalion,  will  give  great 
distrust  and  uneasiness  to  many  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  subjects,  woo  will  fear  what  use 
may  be  made  <^  the  rest  of  that  very  great 
number  of  men  now  kept  up  in  this  nation* 

5*  ^*  Because  we  conceive,  that  such  a 
treatment  ^iven  to  a  petition  that  con^ 
tamed  an  information  of  matters  of  so 
great  imi)ortance,  and  signed  by  peers  of 
such  rank,  honour  and  veracity,  roust,  in 
future  times,  discourage  all  informatioaa 
of  the  like  nature. 

-  6.  "  Though  all  lords  declared  their 
design  of  examining  into  the  bottom  of 
these  important  facts,  and  though  we 
should  acknowledge  oiurselves  to  be  per- 
suaded that  it  was  their  real  intention,  we 
very  much  doubt  whether  the  world  witt 
judge  with  the  same  candour,  and  sot 
rather  impute  this  dismission  of  the  peti- 
tion, to  an  unwillingness  in  this  House  to 
enquire  into  facts  tbiat  are  in  their  nature 
so  injurious  to  the  crown,  so  destructive 
of  the  honour  of  parliaments,  and  so 
dangerous  to  the  whole  frame  of  ear. 
hapfy  fiopstiuition.  ■     (SjgnedJ^  Scars* 
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\5Ta-  i^^tton,  Warrington, 
^^^^'*^,Shafte8bury,Che8: 
\  dT^^^»  Coventry,  Foley, 
'  r^^gdoo^  Boyle,  Thanet, 
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^plained  of; 
that  noble  lord 
lA  propose  some  method 
MSfon  an  enquiry  mto 


The  Earl  of  lUy  stood  up,  and  spoke  to 
thk  effect: 


spoke  last,  has  declined  to  offer  any  method 
to  your  lordships'  consideration,  give  me 
leave  to  offer  something,  which  will  natu* 
rally  bring  you  into  a  method  of  making 
an  enquiry  into  the  afi&ir  you  Iiave  had 
before  you.  I  have,  my  lords,  in  my 
hand,  a  printed  paper,  a  sort  of  a  pamphlet, 
at  least,  I  bought  it  at  a  pamphlet-shop, 
where  it  was  publicly  bold,  and  it  is  entitled 
'♦  The  Protests  of  a  great  number  of  noble 
Lords,  entered  by  them  at  the  last  election 
of  peers  for  Scotland;"  whether  or  no 
there  was  any  such  protests,  then  entered, 
is  what  I  cannot  pretend  to  inform  your 
lordships  of;  but  if  there  were  any  such, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  your  lordships,  to 
enquire  into  the  practices  there  complained 
of,  and  if  no  such  protests  were  entered, 
it  is  an  indignity  offered  to  the  peers  of 
^^otland,  whose  names  are  pretended  to 
^ut  to  them ;  it  is  an  indignity  offered 
.ne  sixteen  peers  of  Scotland  now  in  this 
iouse,  to  publish  any  such  forgery; 
therefore  the  publishers  ought  to  be  en- 
Quired  into,  aad  ought  to  be  brought  un- 
aer  the  censure  of  this  House;  for  which 
reason  I  desire,  my  lords,  that  this  printed 
Paper,  or  Pamphlet,  may  be  read. 

The  £arl  of  ScardorotigA  said,  he  thought 
it  was  something  very  extraordinary,  to 
desire  a  pamphlet  to  he  read  at  their  lord- 
ships' table :  It  was  at  all  times  below  the 
dignity  of  that  House,  to  have  a  pamphlet 


My  Lords;  I  beUeve  the  noble  lord  has   ^ead  at  their  table ;  but  to  desireany'such 
nuMpprehended^what  I  had  B^d  jn  the   x}^^  yi9\k&i  it  was  so  late,  was  still  more 
'^    '  '        "  ^"'      '  therefore  he  hoped  their  lord* 


foimer  debate ;  for  I  did  not  say,  nor  could 
inean  to  say,  that  I  would  put  your  lord- 
sh^  into  a  method  of  in^uhring  into  all 
tbe  Hkga]  practices  complained  of,  because 
I  never,  did,  nor  do  yet  oelieve,  that  there 
ever  were  any  such  practices  made  use  of, 
except  as  toUie  regiment,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  kept  under  arms  during  the 
time  of  the  election ;  that  I  believe  there 

3  be  some  truth  in.  That,  as  I  have 
b^ore,  I  wish  your  lordships  would 
enquire  into ;  and  if  you  have  a  mind  to 
enter  into  any  such  encjuiry,  I  believe  I 
may  be  able  to  contrive  some  proper 
mdUiod  for  that  purpose ;  but  as  I  have 
not  yet  turned  much  of  my  thoughts  that 
way,  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  just  now  pre- 


umproper ; 

ships  would  adjourn. 

The  Earl  of  ^^t^don  stood  up  again, 
and  spoke  thus : 

My  Lords ;  It  is  so  fiur  from  being  below 
the  dignity  of  this  House,  to  have  a  pamph- 
let read  at  your  table,  diat  it  is  not  only 
an  usual  practice,  but  it  is  a  right  that 
every  lord  has,  and  may  insist  on.  It  is  a 
common  practice,  my  Lords,  when  any 
lord  of  this  House  thinks,  that  his  own 
honour,  the  honour  of  this  House,  or  the 
honour  of  any  peer  of  Great  Britain  is  re- 
flected on,  by  any  pamphlet  Uiat  has  been 
published,  to  vaske  his  complaint  to  the 
House,  and  he  has  a  right  to  nave  what  he 


pared  to  offer  any  thing  even  upon  that  |  complains  of,  read  at  your  table.    Up(m 
oead  to  your  lordships'  consideration,  nor   such  occasions  I  know  it  is  usual,  to  point 


do  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
done  this  night.    Then, 

Tb^Earl  of  Abingdon  stood  up  agaiut 
and  Bpeke  m  substance  thus : 

My  liOida;   Siiice  the  ooUet  lord  wlu^ 


out  the  particular  paramphs,  or  sentences, 
in  the  pamphlet  complained  of,  and  to  de- 
sire that  they  only  may  be  read  at  the  ta» 
ble;  but  in  die  pamphlet  I  now  complain, 
o^  every  parapaph  is  wwthy  of  your 
hxtdAipf  ooDsideratioD,  nd  as  it  is  bi^ 
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shorty  as  it  will  take  up  but  a  yerj  few 
minutes  of  your  lordships'  time,  I  desire 
the  whole  may  be  read." 

The  Earl  of  Aylesfbrd  spoke  next  in  fa- 
vour of  the  motion  ;  but  several  other 
Lords  still  insisting,  that  a  pamphlet  ought 
not  to  be  read  at  that  table. 

The  Lord  Bathurst  stood  up,  and  spoke 
thus : 

My  Lords;  Since  your  lordships  do  not 
seem  inclined  to  have  a  printed  paper  read 
at  your  table,  I  shall  ofiPer  you  one  in  writ- 
ing. I  can  inform  your  lordships,  that  such 
Protests  as  are  mentioned  in  that  printed 
paper  or  pamphlet,  which  has  been  dis- 
persed over  the  whole  kingdom,  were  ac- 
tually entered  upon  the  Journal  of  the  last 
election  of  peers  for  Scotland,  and  were 

'  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  peers  of 
that  kingdom ;  of  those  protests,  I  have 
now  in  my  hand  an  authentic  copy,  a  copy 
taken  from  the  Register  or  Journal  of  that 
Section,  signed  by  the  two  principal 
clerks,  and  witnessed  by  two  gentlemen, 
who  are  now  attending  in  the  lobby,  and 
ready  to  declare  upon  oath,  at  your  lord- 
ships' bar,  that  tiiey  collated  it  with  the 
Journal,  and  that  it  is  a  true  copy  :  the 
reading  of  this  at  your  lordships'  table,  I 
hope,  you  will  not  think  below  the  digni- 
ty of  this  House  ;  and  as  I  think  it  incon- 

'sistent,with  the  honour  of  this  House  to 
adjourn,  notwithstanding  its  being  so  late, 
without  making  some  step  towards  enquir- 
ing into  an  afiair,  which  so  much  concerns 
the  preservation  of  our  constitution,  and 
which  has  made  so  much  noise  over  the 
whole  kingdom ;  therefore,  I  hope  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  take  into  your 
consideration  what  I  now  ofifer,  or  appoint 
a  short  day  for  that  purpose. 

Motion  to  adjourn  carried,^  Upon  the 
issue  of  the  debate,  it  was  moved  to  ad- 
journ, and  the  motion  bein^  insisted  on, 
the  question  was  put,  which  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  by  73  to  39.*  . 

Protest  thereon.']  Whereupon  the  fol- 
lowing Protest  was  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nal, VIZ. 

*  **  Thus  ended,  to  the  honour  of  tbe  ad- 
miDistration,  an  affair  that  bad  greatly  engross- 
ed tbe  attention  of  the  public.  To  treat  it  with 
candour,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  tbat  both 
before  and  after  the  Union,  many  of  tbe  Scotch 
peers  were  extremely  indigent,  and  many  of 
them  subsisted  upon  the  bounty  of  tbe  crown. 
Tliis,  though  improper  to  be  judicially  owned, 


D€bat9  in  the  Commmm  fTStt 

«  Dissentient* 
*<  Because  we  can  by  no  meant  liiink  it 
consistent  with  the  honour  of  the  House 
to  adjoium,  without  appointing  a  day  (as 
was  proposed)  to  consider  of  a  matter,  al- 
lowed universally  to  be  of  the  highest  im* 
portance :  And  we  have  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  posterity,  upon  the  perusal  of 
the  Joiu?ial  of  this  day,  may  be  induced  to 
think,  that  this  House  was  not  inclined  to 
permit  the  transactions  of  the  late  election 
m  Scotland  to  be  brought  imder  examina- 
tion, in  any  shape  whatsoever;  the  me* 
thod  proposed   being,  as    we  conceive, ' 
clear  of  all   the   objections  which  were 
made,  in  relation  to  the    petition, 
(Signed^)  Scarsdale,  Bruce,  Bolton,  War- 
rington, Bedford,  Suffolk,    Straf- 
ford, Abmgdon,    Boyle,    Thanet, 
Sha^esbilry,  Berkshire,  Aylesford, 
Gower,  Litchfield,  Beaufort,  Den- 
^  bigh,  Cobham,    Bridgwater,   An* 

glesev,  Bathurst,  Haversham,  Ches- 
terfield, Huntingdon,  Craven,  Ma*' 
sham,     Northampton,     Coventry, 
Grahame,     Macclesfield,     Foley, 
Maynard.** 

Debate  in.  the  Comnuw  concerning  the 
Vote  of  Credit  passed  Uut  Sessioiu']  Feb. ' 
13.  Mr.  Sandys  moved.  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  Uiat 
he  would  give  directions  to  the  proper 
officer  to  lay  before  the  House  an  Account 
o£  the  Expences  incurred,  in  conse* 
quenceof  the  Vote  of  Credit  passed  at  the 
end  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament. 

But  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  sir  * 
"William  Yonge,  colonel  Bladen,  Mr.  Win- 
nington,  'and  Mr.  Danvers,  who  alledged. 
That  the  House  had  then  before  them 
what  was  proposed  to  be  desired  by  ^e 
Address  moved  for ;  for  in  one  Account 
they  had  the  whole  of  the  expences  that 
had  been  incurred  by  any  Adoition  made 
to  the  Sea-Service,  in  consequence  of  Uiat 
Vote  of  Credit ;  in  another  they  had  an 

was  easily  understood  to  be  tbe  case  by  erery 
lord  in  tbe  House ;  but  neither  the  minister 
nor  his  friends  bad  made  any  stretches  of  nra.*' 
nificence,  other  than  had  been  common  under 
tbe  administration  of  tbe  lords  petitionera, 
when  their  party  had  the  direction  of  affiiirs  in 
Scotland.  *  It  is  certain  some  of  the  noble  peti* 
tioners  had  been  too  sanguine  in  their  expecta- 
tions, and  bad  taken  into  a  less  honouratk  de- 
pendence than  that  upon  the  crown,  some  oC 
their  brother  peers,  who  were  to  serre  as  e?i- 
dences  in  sopport  of  their  petition.''    TbdaL 
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account  of  tbe  whole  expences  that  had 
been  incurred  by  any  addition  made  to  the 
l^uid-service  ;  and  in  a  third  they  had  an 
account  of  what  had  been  incurred  on  oc- 
casion of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with 
Denmark  :  besides  all  wnich,  they  had  an 
account  of  what  monies  had  been  issued 
from  the  Treasury,  for  all  or  either  of 
these  services  in  pursuance  of  a  -clause  in 
an  act  of  parliament,  passed  last  session, 
for  enabling  his  Majestyr  to  apply  any  part 

.  of  the  money  granted  for  the  service  of 
last  year,  towards  the  expence  of  making 

'  such  augmentations  of  his  forces  by  sea  or 
land,  or  of  concerting  such  other  mea- 
sures as  he  should  judge  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  this  nation  :  That  from  these 
accounts  any  man  might  easily  see  what 
expences  had  been  incurred,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  Vote  of  Credit  ;^  for  that  as 
to  the  Sea-Service,,whatever  appeared  from 
that  account  to  have  been  incurred,  over 

.  and  above  what  was  granted  by  last  Par- 
liament, for  maintaining  the  20,000  seamen 
then  voted  for  last  year's  service,  must 
i^pear  to  be  an  additional  expence,  in- 
curred in  consequence  of  that  Vote  of 
Credit ;  and  as  to  the  land-service,  what- 
ever appeared  from  the  account  then  be- 

.  fore  Uiem,  relatmg  to  that  service,  to  have 
been  incurred  over  and  above  wehat  was 

.  sranted  by  last  Parliament,  for  the  17,704^ 
&id-fbrces  then  voted  to  be  kept  up  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for 
last  year,  must  be  an  additional  expence 
incurred,  in  consequence  of  that  Vote  of 
Credit ;  and  as  to  what  had  been  incurred 
on  occasion  of  the  late  treaty  with  Den- 

'mark,  it  was  certain  Uie  whole  was  to  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  Expences  in- 
curred, in  consequence  of  that  confidence, 
which  was  so  reasonably  vested  in  his  Ma- 
jesty in  the  last  session  of  Parliament.  So 
that  they  could  not  possibly  expect  any 
farther  or  new  accounts  by  the  Address 
proposed ;  and  the  presenting  of  such  an 
Adoresb  would,  in  their  opinion,  shew  a 
want  of  ^pect  to  his  Majesty,  and  a  sort 
^  of  jealousy  and  diffidence  m  what  he  had 
already  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Sandys  proposed  an 
Amendment  to  his  motion,  by  adding 
thereto  the  foUowmg  words,  viz,  **  Over 
and  above  those,  of  which  Accounts  have 
already  been  laid  before  this  House;''  and 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  sir 
William  Wyndham:  but  the  members 
who  opposed  the  motion  as  first  proposed 
hy  Mr.  Sandys,  objected  likewise  to  the 
amendment  oueied :  That  it  was  not  to 


be  supposed  that  any  other  expsnces  had 
been  incurred,  than  those  contained  in 
the  accounts  tliea  before  them :  that  they 
could  assure  gentlemen,  that  no  money 
had  been  issued  from  the  treasury,  by- 
virtue  of  the  clause  they  had  mentioned^ 
but  what  was  stated  in  tlie  accounts  already 
laid  before  the  House ;  nor  had  any  ex- 
pences been  incurred  but  what  were  con- 
tained in  the  three  accounts  relating  to  the 
sea-service,  the  land-service,  and  the  late 
treaty  with  Denmark  :  that  the  present- 
ing of  such  an  address  was  really  in  some 
manner  provoking  the  crown  to  niake 
farther  demands  upon  them  :  and  that  if 
what  was  then  proposed  should  come  t» 
be  a  precedent,  it  would  become  neces- 
sary for  the  crown  to  add  d  certificate  to 
every  account  to  be  given  in  hereafler  to 
Parliament,  certifying,  "  That  these  are 
all  the  expences  that  have  been  incurred," 
or  some  such  words  to  that  purpose,  which 
they  thought  would  look  a  little  absurd  ; 
that  therefore  they  could  not  agree  to  the 
amendment,  but  when  it  was  disagreed  to, 
as  they  hoped  it  would,  they  would  pro- 
pose that  the  following  words  should  be 
added,  by  way  of  amendment  to  tlie  mo- 
tion, viz,  "  Notwithstanding  that  full  ac- 
counts of  all  expences,  that  had  been  in- 
curred, had  been  already  laid  before  that 
House :"  that  this  was  the  most  natural 
amendment  that  could  be  made  to  the 
motion,  because,  by  the  addition  of  these 
words,  it  would  appear  in  its  proper  and 
true  light,  and  in  that  light  they  were 
persuaded  the  House  would  not  agree 
to  it. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Members 
who  were  for  the  motion.  That  they  could 
not  but  think  that  the  motion,  as  it  stood 
at  first,  was  a  very  proper  motion,  because 
it  would  be  much  better  and  more  distinct 
to  have  all  these  expences  fairly  and  fully 
stated  in  one  account,  than  to  have  them 
dispersed  in  several  accounts,  and  con- 
founded with  a  great  many  other  articles ; 
that  this  method  of  stating  those  expences 
would  be  attended  with  this  advantage, 
that  it  would  clearly  shew  to  gentlemen, 
how  sparing  his  Majesty  had  been  in  mak- 
ing use  of  that  unlimited  credit  given  him 
the  last  session,  which  would  be  a  great  in- 
ducement to  diat  House  to  renew  that 
Credit,  whenever  his  Majesty  should  please 
to  demand  it:  this  they  thought  the 
honourable  gentlemen  would  have  ob* 
structed,  because  it  might  perhaps  be  of 
gre^t  advantage  to  them  upon  some  future 
occasion;  but  as  those  gentlemen  did  noC 
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teem  to  like  that  way  of  stating  the  account, 
therefore  they  were  willing  to  make  the 
amendment  proposed  to  their  motion,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  n^atiye's  being  put 
upon  a  question  of  such  moment;    uutt 
they  hoped  no  expences  had  been  incurred 
in  consequence  of  that  Vote  of  Credit,  but 
what  appeared  upon  the  several  accounts 
then  betore  them ;  but  it  would  be  a  great 
satisfaction  to  the  House,  to  have  a  £rect 
answer  upon  that  subject  from  the  crown  ; 
for  Uiougn  they  were  persuaded  that  the 
gentlemen,  who  had  taken  upon  them  to  as- 
sure the  House  that  no  otlier  expences  had 
been  incurred,  or  money  issuea,  butwhat 
were  contained  in  these  accounts,  really 
believed  it  to  be  as  they  had  declared ; 
yet  in  such  cases  that  House  was  not  to 
take  an  answer  from  any  member,  for  were 
he  the  greatest  subject  in  the  nation,  his 
word  or  his  declaration  was  no  parliamen- 
tary satisfaction,  nor  could  it  be  taken  as 
such :  that  with  respect  to  the  certificate 
mentioned,  it  was  in  the  present  case  so 
far  from  being  absurd,  that  it  was  absolute- 
ly necessary;    when  certain  sums  were 
granted  by  pariiament,  and  those  sums  ap- 
propriated by  parliament  to  certain  uses, 
sucn  a  certificate  would,  it  was  true,  be 
quite  unnecessary,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
insist  upon  any  such ;  but  when  an  unli- 
mited credit  had  been  granted  by  parlia- 
ment, and  that  credit  umimited  likewise  as 
to  the  uses  it  was  to  be  applied  to,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  certificate  in 
the  manner  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  certifying  that  such  sums,  and 
no  more,  had  been  tucen  up  on  that  vote  of 
credit ;  and  that  the  sums  so  taken  up  had 
been  applied  to  such  uses,  and  none  other : 
for,  without  such  a  certificate,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  that  House  to  know  how  the 
accounts  of  the  nation  stood ;  they  could 
not  know  but  every  succeeding  year  might 
bring  a  new  demand,  to  provide  for  some 
expence  incurred,  or  some  debt  contract- 
ed, in  consequence  of  the  unlimited  credit 
t^ey  had  formerly  given:  That  therefore 
k  was  incumbent  upon  them,  as  members 
<^  that  House,  to  demand  such  a  certifi- 
cate; ^ey  were  bound  in  honour,  and  in 
dutjr  to  their  constituents,  to  insist  upon 
havmg  such  a  certificate,  and  such  a  certi- 
ficate could  not  be  had  any  other  way  than 
by  presenting  the  Address  proposed :  That 
as  to  the  amendment  intendea  to  be  added 
by  the  worthy  gentlemen,  in  order  to  make 
Aeir  question  appear  ridiculous  upon  the 
Journals  of  that  House,  it  did  not  at  all 
teertfaem  from  insisting  upon  their  ques- 


tion, nor  from  insisting  upon  the  amend- 
ment they  had  proposed:  That  they  had 
no  cause  to  suspect,  that  that  House  would 
i^ee  to  the  amendment  intended  by  the 
worthy  gentleman ;  but  if  they  had,  it  would 
give  them  no  pain ;  for  wliatever  that  Hooso 
might  do,  the  world  without  doors  would 
ju<%e  rightly,  and  would  fix  the  ridicule 
where  it  properly  belonged :  That  tiiey 
would,  upon  that  occasion,  put  the  gen- 
tleman in  mind  of  what  appeared  upon 
their  journals:  They  remembered  a  cer* 
tain  great  man  was,  in  a  former  parliament, 
accused  of  some  very  high  cnmes,  and  m 
question  was  actually  moved  and  seconded 
in  that  House  for  a  resolution  in  these 
terms,  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  such  a  great  man  [naming  him]  had 
been  guflfy  of  several  heinous  and  fraudu- 
lent practices,  &c.'^  That  this  was  die 
question  as  first  moved ;  but  the  friends 
of  that  great  man,  in  order  to  defeat  the 
question  by  rendering  it  ridiculous,  pro- 
posed that  the  words,  **  it  appears  to  dns 
House,"  should  by  way  of  amendment  be 
left  out  of  the  question :  that  upon  a  di- 
vision this  amendment  was  approved  of  by 
a  comqpt  majority,  and  that  the  questioa 
so  made  ridiculousby  the  amendment,  stood 
to  that  day  upon  their  Journals,  as  the  wor- 
thy  gentlemen  might  see  if  they  pleased; 
but  that  the  thus  rendering  the  qoet- 
tion  ridiculous,  w|is  fiir  from  rendering 
ridiculous  those  who  at  first  had  proposed 
it :  on  the  contrary,  the  ridicule  ral  upon 
those,  who  made  the  ques^on  ridicuraot 
by  their  amendment ;  and  accordingly  at 
the  elections  for  the  very  next  parliament, 
most  of  them  were  neglectea  by  their 
country,  and  justly  refused  the  honour  of 
continuing  any  longer  the  representatives 
of  the  people  m  that  House. 

The  question  being  at  last  put  upos 
the  Amendment,  it  was  carried  in  A^ 
negative,  by  167  to  109. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Nttmier  cf 
the  Land  Forces.^  Feb.  14.  The  House 
being  in  a  grand  committee  on  the  supply, 
Mr.  Andrews  moved.  That  the  number  o£ 
effective  men,  to  be  provided  for  guards 
and  garrisons  in  Great  Britam,  Guemsef 
and  Jersey  for  the  year  17S5,  be  25,744^ 
including  1815  invalids,  and  555  men  Ibr 
the  service  of  the  Highlands.  Mr. 
Andrews's  motion  was  supported  by  Sir 
WiUiam  Yonge,  Col.  Bladen,  Mr.Win^ 
nington,  Mr,  Horatio  Walpole,  and  air 
Robert  Walpole,  as  foUows : 

Sir ;  Though  we  are  not  as  yet  any  ips^ 
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^engaged  in  the  present  war,  yet  such 
events  may  happen,  as  may  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  us  to  engage  of  one 
side  or  the  other.  The  a£^r  of  Poland, 
which  is  the  only  motive,  the  only  bone  of 
contention  hitherto  publicly  avowed,  is  an 
afiair  this  nation  has  very  httle  to  do  with, 
but  if  that  should  appear  not  to  be  the  real 
^  motive,  or  if  success  should  encourage  ei- 
ther side  to  extend  their  views,  the  bmance 
of  power  may  at  last  be  brought  into  real 
danger;  and  then,  for  the  sake  of  preserv- 
ing the  liberties  of  Europe,  upon  which 
$ha  liberties  of  this  nation  will  always  de- 
pend, we  must  take  a  principal  share  in  the 
war.  This  danger  may  not  perhaps  be  so 
remote  as  some  people  unagine ;  wnich  has 
made  his  Majesty  become  a  mediator  for 
reconciling  the  contending  powers,  before 
conquests  of  either  side  shall  take  away  all 
hopes  o^ success  in  that  way;  and  his  Ma- 
jcBSty  has  already  pushed  ms  negociations 
with  so  much  vigour,  that  a  plan  of  peace 
will  soon  be  offered;  a  plan  so  well  adapted 
to  the  honour  and  interest  of  all  parties 
concerned,  that  whoever  refuses  it  will 
thereby  shew,  that  their  secret  views  are 
more  extensive  than  they  have  hitherto 
been  declared* 

From  hence.  Sir,  I  must  conclude,  that 
we  shall  be  very  soon  able  to  determine, 
whether  we  must  engage  in  the  war  or  not; 
if  that  plan  be  accepted,  then  we  shall  at- 
tain our  ends ;  the  peace  of  Europe  will 
be  restored,  the  balance  of  power  mil  be 
preserved,  without  our  engaging  in  die 
war,  without  subjecting  this  nation  to  any 
inconvenience,  or  to  any  expence ;  but  if 
reasonable  terms  should  be  haughtily  re- 
jected by  either  side,  we  must  then  neces- 
sarily take  a  share  in  the  war.  It  is  there- 
fore very  much  our  interest  at  present,  to 
take  every  measure  that  may  contribute  to- 
wards rendering  his  Majesty's  endeavours 
successful;  that  may  contribute, towards 
inducing,  or  even  compelling,  every  one  of 
the  contending  powers  to  accept  of  that 
plan,  which  his  Aiajesty,  in  conjunction 
with  his  allies,  is  to  offer  to  them :  And, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  contribute  more 
towards  these  mat  ends,  than  our  hav- 
ing such  a  standing  regular  force,  as  may 
convinced  parties  that  we  are  in  earnest, 
and  that  we  nave  it  in  our  power  to  alter 
the  scale  whenever  we  have  a  mind.  For 
this  reason  I  can  hardly  imagine,  that  any 
gentleman  in  this  House  will  oppose  the 
small  augmentation  of  oui*land-forces  now 
proposed,  when  he  considers  how  many 
mimons  we  may  be  obliged  to  expend,  if, 
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by  refusing  such  a  seasonable  expence,  we 
should  at  last  make  it  necessary  to  involve 
ourselves  in  a  heavy  war. 

The  prosperity  of  this  nation.  Sir,  at 
least  our  security,  depends  upon  the  tran-* 
quillity  of  our  neighbours :  while  they  lire 
at  peace,  they  wiU  always  consume  more 
of  our  manu&ctures  than  when  they 
are  involved  in  blood  and  confusion; 
and  consequently  we  shall  always,  m 
times  of  peace,  have  a  greater  demand 
for  the  manufactures  of  our  country  than 
in  time  of  war.  Besides,  while  they  con- 
tinue at  peace,  tlie  balance  of  power  can 
be  in  no  danger,  but  the  events  o(  war  no 
nation  can  depend  on ;  and  therefore  this 
nation  among  the  rest,  may  be  deeply  af* 
fected  by  the  extraordinary  success  of  any 
one  power  in  Eun^.  Let  us  not  there* 
fore  grudge  a  small  expence,  when  it  may 
evidently  contribute  towards  restoring 
peace  among  our  neighbours,  upon  which 
our  own  prosperity  and  security  does  and 
always  must  aepend.  * 

Our  house  is  not  as  yet  onficje,  but  our 
neighbour's  is  all  in  a  flame;  and  then  cer- 
tainly it  is  time  for  us  to  prepare  the  en- 
gines necessary  for  preserving  our  own  \ 
these  are  a  powerful  fleet  and  a  sufficient 
body  of  regular  well  disciplined  troops, 
ready  to  march  at  the  first  word  of  com- 
mand. This,  Sir,  will  give  weight  to  hit 
Majesty's  negociations,  it  will  mdce  aU  the 
parties  concerned  give  a  due  attention  to 
what  may  be  proposed,  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  for  restoring  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope :  for  a  minister,  whose  equipage 
consists  of  a  large  body  of  good  troops, 
will  always  be  beUier  hearkened  to,  than 
one  whose  equipace  consists  on|y  of  a 
great  number  of  fine  pages  and  useless 
footmen. 

By  agreeing  to  the  augmentation  pro- 
posed, we  may  expect.  Sir,  that  the  parties 
now  at  war  will  be  prevented  from  forming 
any  ambitious  views,  either  against  this 
nation  or  against  the  balance  of  power; 
and  \S  any  such  views  have  already  been 
formed,  the  projectors  will  find  themselves 
under  a  necessity  of  laying  them  aside;  by 
which  means  we  shall  be  able  to  restore 
the  peace  of  Europe,  and  establish  the  fu- 
ture security  of  this  nation,  without  ex- 
posmg  ourselves  to  the  inconveniences,  the 
misfortunes  and  the  doubtful  events  of 
war.  From  a  contrary  behaviour,  let  us 
consider  what  we  are  to  expect;  will  not 
France  and  her  Allies  from  thence  con- 
clude, that  they  noay  go  on  and  conquer  ; 
that  they  mayplaceupon  the  inyperial  throne 
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H  prince  ofthe  house  of  Bourbon;  andtlmt 
England  is  not  now,  as  fomierIy»  appre- 
hensive of  the  growing  pow^r  of  Fttmce,  or 
concerned  about  the  preservation  of  a  ba- 
hnice  of  power  in  Europis.  These  are  con- 
clusions which,  I  atb  mire>  no  Englishman 
ought  to  give  them  an  droortunity  to 
mase ;  for  the  continuance  ot  the  war  is  a 
certain  consequence  of  such  condusiom^ 
and  if  it  should  contintiey  we  Must  engage 
in  it,  or  we,  as  #ell  as  tike  rest  <tf  Europe, 
must  submit  to  be  daves  to  the  conqueror. 
Hius  the  dan^r  of  not  agreeing  to  what 

«  is  proposed,  is  infinitely  great ;  but  in 
agreeing  to  it  ^ere  is  no  (bui^er,  and  the 
expence  is  inconsidenMe :  if  it  procureai 
a  re-estaMishment  of  the  vd>iic  trancmillfty 
the  usefulness  of  it  nraat  do  adknowied^ 
by  all ;  but  if  k  should  fkil  of  tlie  effect  de- 
sired, it  will  enable  us  to  job  q>eedily  and 
with  vigour  in  the  war. 

To  me.  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  the  aa^ 
expenc^  now  proposed,  may  prerenrt  an 
innnite  expence  and  an  innnne  danger ; 

^  and  therefore  f  must  thinlk  we  are  at  pre- 
sent something  in  the  case  of  a  gentleman, 
suppose  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  whose  estate  is 
in  ^"eflt  danger  of  being  overflowed  by  the 
decay  of,  or  some  breach  in,  those  dylces 
and  mounds  which  w^ere  made  to  prevent 
inundations  :  in  such  a  case,  siqppose  tiie 
gentleman's  stewards  and  manafftrs  should 
tome  to  him,  and  tell  him  <lf  his  cumger,  and 
that  the  dykes  might  then  be  repaired  for  a 
small  expence,  but  that  one  flood  or  two 
might  make  such  a  breadi  as  would  cost 
him  near  the  value  of  his  estate  to  repaar: 
would  not  that  eentleman  be  very  much  in 
the  wropg,  womd  he  not  be  mad,  not  to 
hearken  to  such  representations,  and  put 
himself  to  a  small  immediate  char^,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  entire  ruin  of  his  estate  i 
Our  present  case.  Sir,  is  the  very  same ; 
one  successftil  campaign,  two  or  three 
complete  victories,  would  make  such  a 
breach  in  those  barriers,  by  which  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe  are  preserved,  as  would 
cost  an  infinite  treasure  and  a  vast  eflusion 
of  blood  before  it'  could  be  made  up.  This 
is  a  danger  apparent  from  the  circum- 
stances publicly  known :  but  there  may  be 
particular  private  transactions  concerted, 
or  now  carrying  on,  which  would  demon- 
strate the  necessity  of  what  is  now  pro- 
posed :  these  his  Majesty  may  probably 
nave  discovered ;  and  from  the  experience 
we  have  of  his  Majest3r's  great  regard  for 
the  ease  of  his  people,  we  may,  I  thmk, 
conclude,  that  he  would  not  have  proposed 
to  have  made  any  augmentation  ofliis  land- 
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forces^  or  to  have  put  his  ftubjects  to  any 
additional  charge,  without  an  evident  ne* 
cessity  fbr  sodomg:  I  hope  therefore  gen- 
tlemen will  depend  upcm  his  Majesty** 
wisdom  and  conduct  m  an  affair,  which  ia 
of  such  a  nature,  as  may  render  it  imp08«<» 
ble  for  his  Majestjr  to  lay  his  particular 
reasons  before  this  House,  without  run* 
ning  the  risk  of  disappointing  all  the  mefti> 
sures  he  has  concoted  for  defeating  aay 
ambitious  projects  that  may  have  been 
formed ;  and  fat  restoring  the  poace  of 
Europe,  and  thereby  preventing  this  nm^ 
tion's  being  (bilged  to  engage  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Andrews's  Motion  was  warmly  op»> 
Dosed  by  lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Gibb<m,  lord 
Noel  Somerset,  sir  John  Barnard,  sir 
Jose^  JekyU,  sir  William  Wyndham^ 
Mr.  Pulttney,  and  several  other  members^ 
who  gave  the  following  Reasons  againsT  its 

Sir;  I  wish  every  gentleman  would  be 
more  oawtious  of  bringmg  h»  Majesty** 
name  into  every  debate  in  this  House.  I 
am  persuaded,  no  gentleman  in  this  Hoivt 
doubts  of  his  Majesty's  sincere  regard  for 
the  ease  of  his  people,  or  of  his  wisdom 
and  conduct  in  all  matters  whidi  are  hot> 
nestly  and  fSurly  laid  before  him:  these 
are  questions  whidi  can  never  be  properiy 
broi4;ht  before  us.  Upon  this  occasion, 
as  well  as  M  other  occasions  of  the  same 
nature,  it  is  not  his  Majesty's  reigard  for 
the  ease  of  his  pecble,  but  the  r^ard  his 
ministers  have  for  the  ease  of  die  people^ 
that  we  are  to  consider  ;  it  » their  wisaoaa 
and  conduct  that  are  now  under  our  consi- 
deration: and,inmy  opinion,  this  Househa^ 
no  great  reason  to  depend  mudi  upon, 
either.  X  am  sure  the  generaMty  of  the 
nation  have  no  great  conndmcein  eidier  ; 
and  therefore,  if  we  cpeak  the  language  of 
oiur  constituents,  whic^  I  hope  wiD  vlw^yn 
be  the  language  of  this  House,  we  cannot 
depend  so  much  upon  their  wisdom  and 
conduct,  bs  to  load  the  people  with  any 
additional  expence,  for  no  other  reasoA 
but  only  because  the  minister  has  told  oft 
it  is  necessary.  This  is  a  method  of  pto^ 
ceeding,  which  no  man  ought  to  agree  to 
in  any  case;  but  especially  in  a  case  i^di 
is  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  to 
the  liberties  of  our  country. 

The  honourable  gentlemen,  Sir,  ivere 
very  much  in  the  ri^t  to  argue  from  ge^ 
neml  circumstances,  and  such  as  are  pm«> 
licly  known ;  for  particular  care  has  he&k 
taken  that  we  should  not  have  any  thing 
else  to  argue  from  :  but  if  we  argue  only 
from  such  oircumstanoesi  we  inuel 
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elude,  that  «^  are  neither  concerned  in 
tha  war,  luxr  can  be  concenned  ia  the 
event.  If  w^  have  nothing  to  do  with 
Poland,  if  we  are  no  way  engaged  to  pro- 
tect the  ctmperor'8  donuniona  in  Itidy, 
aurely  we  have  no  concern  in  the  war ; 
and  as  to  the  event,  France  haf  declared 
thej  will  not  pretend  ^  keep  any  of  the 
ccmqqes^  ^y  make  ;  they  have  declared, 
they  have  oo  intention  to  make  any  con- 
eaests  or  to  extend  their  dominions,  but 
uat  their  only  aim  is  to  establish  Stanislaus 
upon  the  throne  of  Poland ;  and  the  other 
two  allies  have  declared,  tha(  they  have  no 
other  view  but  to  establish  and  preserve 
the  neutrality  of  Italy :  these  are  the  only 
jdrcumstances  pubKdj  l^nown ;  and  from 
these  neither  this  nation,  nor  the  balance 
j^  power,  can  be  in  any  danger. 

what  particular  reasons  ire  may  have 
not  to  tru^t  tp  those  declaiati<w#,  1  shall 
aot  pretend  to  determine ;  but  all  the 
other  princes  and  states  of  Europe,  not 
already  enj^aged  in  the  war,  seem  to  put 
Iheir  trust  m  them,  because  none  of  them 
liave  as  yet  made  any  preparations.  ]^ay, 
even  the  princes  ^  Germany  seem  to 
Ihink  their  country  in  no  dan^,  for  some 
i»f  the  chirf  of  them  still  contmue  neutral ; 
jmd  those  who  have  joined  in  the  dedar 
ration  of  war,  have  ^ reat  numbers  of 
troops  unemployed,  which  certainly  would 
be  all  sent  to  the  Rhine,  if  they  thought 
their  country  were  in  any  real  danger,  pr 
^hat  France  had  a  design  to  impose  an 
•mperor  i^n  them.  While  they  rjemain 
jM)  secure,  while  they  give  themselves  so 
Jittle  concern  about  the  event  of  the  war, 
why  we  should  be  so  terribly  frightened, 
why  we  should  imagine  that  France  has  a 
design  to  conquer  Germany,  and  to  place 
one  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  upon  the 
inq[>erial  throne,  I  cannpt  comprenend :  I 
nm  sure  no  such  intention  can  be  presumed 
Irom  any  circumstance  ^et  public^  known ; 
and  I  hope  we  do  notthmktnat  either  Spain 
0f  Sardinia  has  a  mind  to  conquer  Germany^ 
.or  that  France  would  allow  them,  if  either 
pr  both  were  able  to  accomplish  such  a 
4e8i^,  From  public  circumstances,  there* 
^Hre,  I  can  see  no  reason  we  have  now,  or 
Jindeed  e^r  had,  to  put  ourselves  to  any 
charge,  or  to  make  any  preparations ;  and 
jf  Ihere  be  any  private  jreasons,  they  must 
1^  such  as  concern  us  in  particulcu*,  he- 
<^nse,  if  they  related  to  Europe  in  ^neral, 
:$he  ot^er  courts  of  Europe,  particularly 
^he  Dutch,  would  certainly  have  disco- 
4Fered  tbemas  well  as  we;  nay,  if  they  had 
1HK,  it' woiiM:,^e  beaiA  the  duQr^oinr 


qnniiters  to  have  discovered  thsoq,  not 
only  to^e  Dutch,  but  to  all  the  princes  of 
Europe ;  for  whatever  danger  there  might 
be  in  discovering  them  to  this  House, 
there  could  not  surely  be  any  danger  in 
discovering  them  to  those  courts,  which 
have  as  deep  a  concam  as  we  have  in  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe. 

As  no  part  qf  our  late  transactions  has 
ever  been  laid  before  this  House,  as  all 
such  lights  have  been  denied  us,  I  do  not 
know,  oir,  but  there  may  be  priyate  rea- 
sons for  our  being  particularly  concerned 
in  the  event  of  the  present  war ;  if  there 
are  any  such,  they  nuijit  proceed  from 
some  of  our  late  transactions ;  and  in  that 
case^  thos(i  transaction^  ought  to  have 
been  laid  be£ore  this  House  at  the  very 
beginning  <tf  the  war,  diat  we  might  from 
than  have  seen  our  danger,  and  might 
have  provided  for  our  ^ety  in  fjme.  But 
to  insmuate,  that  eitli^r  of  the  parties  now 
engaged  in  war  may  have  ambitious  viewp 
against  the  liberties  of  Europe,  is  an  insi- 
nuation that  is  contradicted  by  the  beha- 
viour of  all  the  princes  and  states  of  Eu- 
rope not  already  engaged  in  the  war ;  and 
therefore  cfmnot,  in  my  opinion,  have  any 
weicht. 

We  are  next  told.  Sir,  that  though  nei- 
ther party  at  present  have  any  ambitious 
views,  yet  they  may  form  such  yiew^,  and 
in  ord^  to  prevent  their  forming  any  such^ 
we  must  make  great  preparations;  that 
this  Will  shew  th^  we  are  m  earnest,  and 
win  make  tiiem  give  ear  to  the  reasonable 
plan  of  peace  which  his  Majesty,  in  con- 
junction with  hisallies,  is  to  oner :  whereas, 
if  we  make  no  such  preparation,  that 
France  will  conclude  we  have  lost  all  ap- 
prehensions oi  the  growing  power  of  that 
^gdom,  and  that  we  have  no  concern 
for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  of 
power.  For  God's  sake.  Sir,  can  gentle- 
men be  serious  when  they  argue  at  thif 
rate  I  Can  Fnmce,  or  anv  power  on  earth| 
^nag^e  that  we  will  look  tamely  on.  ana 
see  the  liberties  of  Europe  overturned ;  or 
can  the  addition  of  7  or  8,000  men  to  our 
army  add  any  thins  to  their  dread  of  our 
power  ?  They  all  know,  and  France  in 
particular  has  reason  to  know,  the  strength 
and  power  of  this  nation,  when  wisely 
managed  and  prudently  exerted ;  if  there- 
fore Uiey  form  any  ambitious  views,  if 
they  reject  the  just  terms  of  peace  that 
are  to  oe  proposed  by  his  Majesty,  or  if 
they  despise  the  mediation  that  has  been 
o&red.  It  cannot  proceed  from  any  con- 
tempt they  have  of  the  real  itr^igth  of 
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this  nation,  but  from  a  contempt  of  the 
councils  by  which  that  strength  is  to  be 
exerted :  this  is  a  contempt  which,  I  am 
afraid,  they  have  ahready  conceived  ;  and 
if  we  should  a^ree  to  tKe  proposition  now 
before  us,  witnout  seeing  reason  for  so 
doing,  I  am  sure  either  the  wisdom  or  in- 
tegrity of  this  House  will  suffer  consider^ 
^ly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  both 
abroad  and  at  home. 

Another  terrible  thing  we  are  this  day 
taught  to  apprehend,  is,  that  success  may 
inspire  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war, 
with  an  ambitious  view  of  overturning  the 
balance  of  power :  that  two  or  three  com- 
plete victories  may  make  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  engage  immediately  in 
the  war ;  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to 

Srepare  in  time,  that  we  may  be  ready  to 
y  to  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate,  before 
they  are  quite  overwhelmed  :  upon  this. 
Sir,  I  shall  only  ask  if  any  gentleman  in 
this  House  can  imagine,  that  Germany, 
Poland  and  Muscovy,  for  I  think  I  may 
now  say  they  are  united,  can  be  conquered 
in  one  campaign  ;  or  supposing  the  other 
to  be  the  unfortunate  side,  can  they  ima- 
gine that  France,  Spain  and  Italy  can  be 
conquered  i^  one  campaign  ?  If  any  gen- 
tleman can  imagine  such  a  thing,  with 
him  I  shall  not  pretend  to  argue ;  but  witli 
those  who  cannot,  which  I  believe  are  the 
majority  of  this  House,  I  think  I  may  con- 
tend that  neither  side  can  in  one  campaign 
be  reduced  so  low,  but  that  the  united 
force  of  Grreat  Britain,  Holland,  Denmark, 
and  Sweden,  thrown  in  early  the  next 
campaign,  will  be  sufficient  for  their  relief, 
and  for  obliging  the  proudest  conqueror  to 
submit  to  reasonable  terms ;  in  which  case 
we  shall  have  the  whole  winter  to  prepare, 
and  till  then  it  is  certamly  quite  unneces- 
sary to  put  ourselves  to  any  expence. 

As  this  day  seems  to  be  a  day  of  para- 
doxes, among  the  rest  w,e  have  been  told 
one  with  respect  to  our  trade.  We  are 
told.  Sir,  that  the  prosperity  of  this  nation 
depends  upon  the  tranquillity  of  our  neigh- 
bours ;  and  that  in  times  of  peace,  there 
is  always  a  greater  demand  for  the  manu- 
factures and  produce  of  this  coimtry,  than 
in  time  of  war.  This,  Sir,  is  so  far  from 
being  a  just  maxim  in  trade,  that  the 
direct  contrary  is  true.  The  chief  J>art  of 
'the  produce  of  this  country  consists  in  the 
necessaries,  and  not  the  luxuries  of  life  ; 
and  consequently  our  neighbours  will  al- 
ways consume  as  much  of  such  sort  of 
things  in  time  of  war  as  in  time  of  peace : 
but  Uie  difference  is,  that  when  their  heads' 


are  not  distracted,  nor  thehr  hands  di* 
verted,  by  any  foreign  or  domestic  war, 
they  have  time  to  apply  themselves  to 
tillage ;  they  have  time  to  apply  them- 
selves, to  manufactures  of  all  kmdis ;  they 
have  leisure  to  think  of  and  te  improve  all 
the  arts  of  peace  ;  and  by  so  domg  they 
furnish  themselves  at  home  with  a  great 
many  of  those  necessaries  which,  in  time 
of  war,  they  are  obliged  to  purcluise  of  us* 
This  is  not  only  evident  in  theory,  but  in 
confirmed  by  experience;  for  our  trade 
has  suffered  more  by  the  domestic  improve- 
ments made  by  our  neighbours,  during  the 
last  long  tranquillity  m  £urope,  than  it 
has  done  by  any  other  means ;  except  the 
heavy  duties  we  have  laid  upon  ourselves, 
and  the  great  trouble  and  many  iees  and 
perquisites  we  have  subjected  our  mer- 
chants to,  both  in  importing  and  exporting 
their  goods  and  merchandize :  these  in- 
cumbrances wiU  in  time  most  certainly 
ruin  every  branch  of  our  trade,  if  we  do 
not  take  care  to  remove  them  n>eedily,  by 
pajring  off  those  debts  by  which  they  have 
been  occasioned.  And  as  to  our  secUritT 
it  can  never  be  disturbed  by  any  broiu 
among  our  neighbours,  unless  the  balance 
of  power  should  be  brought  into  real  dan- 
ger, which  our  neighbours  upon  the  con- 
tinent would  take  better  care  of  than  they 
do,  if  we  did  not  upon  all  occasions  she^ 
ourselves  so  mighty  officious  as  to  do  it  for 
them. 

It  is  an  easy  matter.  Sir,  for  any  man, 
who  has  a  quick  invention  and  a  stnmg 
imagination,  to  form  imaginary  dangers. 
In  time  of  peace  we  are  frightened  with  in- 
vasions, because  our  neighbours  have  their 
troops  quartered  upon  their  coasts,  and 
have  nothing  else  to  do  with  them ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  because  our  neighbours  have 
p'eat  armies  in  the  field,  though  no  power 
m  Europe  has  any  quarrel  with  us.  In 
time  of  peace  we  must  keep  up  a  more 
numerous  army  than  is  consistent  with  the 
liberties  of  a  n>ee  people,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  war's  breakmg  out ;  and  in  time  of 
war  Mre  must  add  to  that  army,  and  put 
ourselves  to  mat  expence,  in  order  to  re* 
store  the  puoHc  tranquilli^,  and  preserve 
the  balance  of  power,  though  no  other  na- 
tion in  Europe  appears  to  be  in  the  least 
apprehensive  of  its  being  in  danger.  Tlius, 
Sir,  we  are  always  in  a  fright,  and,for  what 
I  know,  our  apprehensions  may  at  last  b^ 
come  so  extravagant;  that  if  Angria,  the 
East-India  Pirate,  should  fit  out  seay 
greater  number  of  grabs  than  usual,  yft^ 
must  fit  out  a  squadron  asfll  aognent  e«t 
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land  forces^  for  fear  of  hit  coming  to  make 
an  inTasicm  upon  as.  By  dus,  Sir,  I  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  that  we  are  now  in  no  dan- 
ger ;  I  do  not  know  but  we  may :  but  what- 
ever danger  we  may  be  in,  I  am  very  sure  it 
does  not  s^pear  from  any  circumstances 
yet  publicly  known,  nor  from  any  thing 
that  hath  as  yet  been  communicated  to  this 
House ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree  to 
load  the  people  with  any  new  charge.  If 
the  danger  is  such  as  cannot  be  immediate- 
ly communicated,  it  must  be  such  as  can- 
not be  immediately  apprehended ;  and  if  we 
are  only  like  to  be  in  danger,  we  ought  to 
follow  the  example  of  our^ise  neighbours 
the  Dutch,  in  putting  our  people  to  no 
expence,  and  in  reserving  our  whole 
strength  to  be  vigorously  exerted  against 
those,  whose  future  designs  shall  seem  any 
way  to  threaten  the  safety  of  Europe. 

We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  the  danger 
of  not  agreeing  to  what  is  proposed  is  in- 
finitely great ;  but  that  in  agreeing  to  it 
diere  is  no  danger ;  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  directly  otherwise.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  regard  we  are  to  expect  from  foreign- 
ers must  always  depend  upon  the  esteem 
they  have  of  the  strength  of  the  ^nation, 
and  of  the  wisdom  of  uiose  councils  by 
.which  that  strength  is  to  be  directed. 
The  strength  of  the  nation  does  not  surely 
consist  oi^  in  the  troops  we  have  on  foot 
.  or  the  squadrons  we  have  at  sea,  but  upon 
the  number  of  troops  we  are  able  to  raise 
and  maintain,  imd  the  squadrons  we  are 
able  to  put  to  sea.  Therefore  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  adding  7  or  8,000  men  to  our 
land-fbrces,  or  to  the  squadrons  we  have 
already  fitted  out,  can  add  nothing  to  the 
opinion  foreigners  have  of  our  strength : 
but  the  putting  ourselves  to  such  needless 
expence  when  no  man  can  say  that  we  are 
in  any  real  danger,  will  certainly  give  fo- 
reigners a  very  mean  opinion  of  our  coun- 
cils. The  armaments  we  have  made  can 
oblige  neither  of  the  sides  engaged  in  war, 
but  may  probably  give  great  oflRence,  by 
which  we  may  draw  a  war  upon  ourselves; 
our  armaments  may  very  probably  unite 
several  of  the  powers  of  Europe  against  us, 
while  by  the  inaction  <^  those  armaments 
we  may  be  deprived  of  every  ally. 

But,  Sir,  with  resard  to  our  domestic 
affiiirs,  the  danger  is  more  apparent  and 
much  more  terrible.  The  keeping  up  of 
-a  numerous  standing  army,  in  time  of  peace, 
is  absdutely  inconsistent  with  the  liberties 
of  this  nation..  The  gentlemen,  or  at  least 
some  of  them,  ^o  supported  this  motion, 
ttik  of  an  amgr  of  18^000  men  as  always 


necessary  to  be  kept  up  within  this  island. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  true  secret  of  this  day's 
motion  ;  those  gentlemen  know  that  when 
peace  is  restored,  the  nation  will  insist 
upK>n  a  reduction's  being  made,  therefore 
think  they,  let  us  now  increase  the  army, 
that  when  peace  is  restored  we  may  stop 
the  mouths  of  the  disaffected,  (as  they  call 
them)  by  making  a  reduction  of  the  troops 
we  are  now  to  add :  and  thus.  Sir,  we  shall 
have  a  standing  army  of  18,000  men  sad« 
died  upon  us  for  ever.  As  I  am  of  opinion 
that  an  army  of  18,000  men  is  at  least 
10,000  more  than  we  ou^ht  to  have  in  time 
of  peace ;  as  I  am  of  opmion  that  such  a 
numerous  army  can  be  necessary  for  no 
end,  but  that  of  enabling  a  minister  to 
trample  upon  the  liberties  of  his  country; 
therefore  I  think  the  motion  ought  to  be 
rejected  with  disdain. 

As  for  ministers,  they  must  not  expect 
regard  and  esteem  from  theur  equipage, 
but  Q^  the  wisdom  and  address,  of  their 
negotiations ;  for  a  minister  with  a  blun- 
dering head,  or  one  that  is  sent  upon  ri- 
diculous errands,  will  make  as  sorry  a 
figure  with  an  equipage  of  regular  troops, 
as  an  equipage  of  footmen :  and  I  am  afraid 
the  ass's  ears  will  appear  much  more  con- 
^icuous  under  a  welI'Dumished head-piece, 
tnan  ever  they  did  under  a  well  powdered 
peruke. 

The  other  parallel.  Sir,  that  has  been 
drawn,  is  very  much  to  the  present  purpose, 
if  it  had  been  properly  related.  We  are  in 
the  very  case  of  a  gentleman,  who  is  told 
by  his  steward  and  Uie  workmen  employed 
by  that  steward,  that  his  estate  is  in  great 
danger  of  being  overflowed  by  the  breach 
in  those  dykes  and  mounds,  which,  as  they 
say,  were  made  to  prevent  inundations. 
The  gentleman  is  surprised  at  this,  know- 
ing uiat  there  were  never  any  dykes  or 
mounds  made  upon  his  estate  for  prevent- 
ing inundations,  but  what  were  made  by 
nature;  and  that  his  estate  could  not  be 
overflowed  without  some  artificial  inlets 
made,  or  even  windmills  or  fire-engines 

frepared  and  set  up  for  that  purpose. 
le  answers.  You  really  surprize  me,  I  can 
hardly  believe  there  is  a  possibility  in  what 
you  relate ;  however,  I'll  go  along  with 
you  and  examine  every  part  of  my  estate, 
and  will  then  take  such  measures  as  may 
be  proper  for  preventing  the  danger :  upon 
this  the  steward  and  his  workmen  are  m  a 
fright,  they  know  that  the  inlets  were  made 
or  the  windmills  set  up,  either  by  them- 
selves or  by  some  of  their  master's  neigh- 
bours, with  their  connivance ;  and  there* 
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fore  they  TCfd j,  O  Lord^  Sir !  you  must 
Bot  examine  into  particularg,  the  breaches 
are  of  such  a  nature  that  if  you  but  look 
upon  them  they  will  become  irreparable ; 
give  US  but  a  small  sum  of  numey,  iemd  an 
order  for  such  of  your  tenants  as  we  shall 
name,  to  attend  and  assist  us»  we  can  now 
easily  make  up  the  breach ;  but  if  you 
delay,  or  offer  to  examine  into  it,  the  re- 
paration will  cost  you  more  than  the  value 
of  your  estate :  i(^  such  a  gentleman  should 
comply  blindly  with  such  a  demand,  I  am 
sure,  Sir,  it  must  be  granted,  that  if  he  was 
not  mad^  he  was  very  much  under  the  ms- 
na^ement  of  bis  steward. 

While  the  Dutch,  and  all  the  other 
states  of  Europe  not  yet  engaged  in  the 
war,  shew  so  little  concern  about  it ;  while 
even  the  princes  a£  Germany  shew  so  little 
inclination  to  exert  their  whole  strength 
upon  the  occasion;  I  cannot  think  the 
balance  of  power  in  any  imminent  danger: 
and  if  any  danger  threatens  this  nadon  in 
particular,  hi  God's  name  let  it  be 
told ;  when  we  know  what  it  is,  or  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  we 
may  easily  tak^  such  measures  as  may 
prevent  it;  but  do  not  let  us,  under 
imaginary  pretences  of  distant  foreign 
dangers,  subject  our  constitution  to  a 
real,  an  imminent  domestic  danger;  for 
what  will  it  avail  us  to  preserve  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe,  if  und^  that  pretence  we 
destroy  our  own  ? 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  same  mem- 
bers who  supported  Mr.  Andrews's  Motion, 
as  follows : 

Sir;  Whatever  advantage  we  may  draw 
from  the  tranquillity  of  others,  it  is  certain, 
we  must  always  draw  great  and  many  ad- 
vantages from  our  own ;  and  it  is  ascertain, 
that  let  the  designs  of  the  parties  ensaged 
in  war  be  at  presoiit  what  they  wiU,  we 
may  be  deeply  concerned  in  its  event*  If 
either  the  present  designs  should  be  pushed 
too  fiir,  or  new  «nd  lu^itious  designs  en- 
couraged and  set  up  by  success,  we  must 
necessarily  at  last  be  involved ;  and  this  is 
what  we  ought  if  possible  to  prevent*  This 
I  take  to  be  the  true  and  only  design  of 
the  augmentation  now  proposed ;  it  is  so 
small  that  I  cannot  look  upon  it  as  designed 
to  engage  us  in  the  war,  but  to  present  our 
being  engaged;  and  for  this  reason,  I 
think,  we  may  the  mcH'e  easily  agree  to  it. 

Whether  the  balance  of  power  be  now 
in  danger,  or  whether  this  nation  in  parti- 
cular be  now  in  danger,  is  not  the  question 
before  us ;  but  whetW  both  may  not  be 
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in  dan^by  the  event  of  the  present  w»rp 
and  this  I  really  think  cannot  be  mad«  % 

ritaon.  In  such  a  case  we  are  not  to  be 
cted  by  the  behaviour  of  other  states  : 
at  least,  I  am  sure,  the  resolutions  of  tbv 
House  ought  as  little  to  be  regulated  bj 
the  example  of  the  Dutch,  or  of  the 
princes  of  Germany,  as  thev  ought  to  be 
regulated  by  the  advice  ox  our  own  mi- 
nisters. In  the  war  which  was  commenced 
before  the  death  of  the  late  king  WiHiain^ 
I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied  but  that  the 
balance  of  power  was  really  in  danger, 
and  yet,  for  some  time  afier  it  commenced^ 
the  Dutch  seemed,  to  all  public  q)pear* 
ance,  as  quiet  as  Uiey  seem  at  present :  the 
princes  -of  Germany  seemed  as  little  con* 
cemed,  nay,  some  of  them  actually  en* 
gaged  against  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
of  their  coqatry.  Until  we  declared  our* 
selves,  no  prince  in  Europe  would  venture 
to  stir  to  tae  relief  of  the  House  of  Ana^ 
tria  ;  and  therefore  I  must  think,  that  die 
outward  behaviour  of  all  or  any  of  the 
princes  ci  Europe,  can  never  be  made  uae 
of  as  any  argument  in  this  debate.  Be** 
sides.  Sir,  the  other  princes  and  stales  of 
Europe  have  no  eccaaioD  to  make  may 
augm^itation  of  their  {forces  till  th^  aie 
just  ready  to  take  the  field  :  they  awm, 
all  of  them,  great  bodies  of  land-raroes  m 
continual  pav  :  there  is  hardly  an  electocel 
prince  of  Uermany,  but  what  tnaini^inff 
as  great  a  number  of  land-forces  as  ece 
now  in  this  idand ;  and  yet,  I  bq>e,  k 
wiU  not  be  said,  but  that  if  we  were  toe»- 
^ige,  we  not  only  could,  but  ou^t  to  take 
the  field  with  a  much  ipreater  army  tbaa 
either  of  them  can  raamtain :  for  whioh 
reason  we  are  always  imder  a  necessity  te 
begin  to  prepare  much  sooner  than  any  of 
our  neighbours. 

We  may  talk  what  we  will  of  the  number 
of  men  in  our  country  ;  and  the  nufftoos 
of  ships  in  our  harbours  ;  but  from  such 
calculations  the  strength  of  a  nati<m  is  aot 
now  to  be  comi^ited.  It  Isfirom  thenoft- 
ber  <^  regular,  well-disciplined  troops^  and 
from  the  number  of  men  of  war  provided 
with  experienced  seamen*  that  the  strength 
of  a  nation  is  always  now  computed :  a 
number  of  r^ular  well-disciplined  troojpa 
is  now  become  as  necessa;^,  ^ther  m 
ofienoe  or  defence,  as  a  weu  disciplined^ 
well-armed  militia  was  of  <rid ;  and  the  re^ 
gard  a  nation  is  to  expect  firom  its  aeigb^ 
hours,  depends  now  as  musk  upon  -the 
former,  as  it  depended  of  old  upon  the 
latter.  It  is  true,  r^we^alts  may  oe  eooe 
raised,  reemfiuta  joay  te  wm  mipaeB^ 
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^  but  H  regiment  newly  ndsed  nra«t 
be  exercifed  for  nuny  months,  before 
it  can  expect  to  engage  snccessfully 
against  an  old  well-disciplined  regiment ; 
and  even  an  old  regiment  ne^ly  aagroent- 
ed^  cannot  pretend  to  enter  uponinunediate 
ttction,  itmost  bave  some  time  to  discipline 
the  new  men  that  have  been  incorporated. 
This  is  the  reason,  Sir,  and,  in  my  opinion 
a  ccmvincing  reason,  why  we  should  always 
b^;iii  to  increase  our  land-forces,  at  least, 
same  months  before  there  may  be  a  neces- 
sity for  entering  upon  action:  and  by  what 
is  now  proposed,  the  increase  is  to  be  made 
JD  the  most  prajfier,  and  the  least  ^cpen- 
liveway;  that  fc,  by  adding  a  number  of 
private  men  to  each  company  m  the  ser- 
Tice,  without  raising  any  new  regiments  or 
companies,  whidi  cotud  not  so  speedily 
be  made  fit  for  action,  and  woald,  by  in- 
creasing ^vt  number  c^  oifieers,  be  more 
aoroensiye  to  the  nation. 

1  am  none  of  those.  Sir,  who  imagine 
that  Germany,  Poland,  and  Moscovy,  can 
be  conquered  in  one  campaign,  and  much 
less  do  I  imagine  that  France,  l^pain,  and 
Italy,  can  be  conquered  in  one  campaign. 
And  yet  1  do  verily  believe,  that  a  compete 
yictory  or  two,  gained  in  the  beginninc; 
of  a  campaign,  especially  by  that  side  whi<£ 
hm  hitherto  had^Jie  befi^  success,  might 
he  attended  with  such  consequences,  and 
mt^it  bring  tlie  unfbrtimate  side  so  low, 
if  tbey  met  with  no  relief  or  assistance  be- 
fore tnebeginmng  of  the  next  campcM^, 
that  to  recover  the  losses  of  that  ^campaign 
and  compel  the  conquerors  to  accept  of 
yeasonable  terms,  woiud  most  certainly  cost 
tfiis  nation  ayast  emence  of  blood  and 
treasure ;  even  fhoum  we  were  immedi- 
ately joiBed  by  Hofimd,  Demnark,  and 
Sweden,  neither  of  n^ose  assistance,  even 
in  such  a  critical  conj\mcture,  weveai  pre- 
tend to  depend  upon  wi^  certainty,  ^or 
open  «nch  on  occasion,  some  of  them 
night  expect  to  make  an  advantage  by 
jetnine  tiie  victorious  dde ;  and  if  we 
idhotdd  be  obliged  to  enpige  sincly,  and 
Vithout  the  assistance  of  either  of  metfarecf 
pofwers  I  have  menticmed,  one  unfortunate 
jOBBoapmga  might  involve  as  in  a  tedious, 
an  expensive,  and  even  a. doubtful  war: 
whereas,  if  we  put  oursdves  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  be  able  to  give  immediate 
lelirfto  the  unfortunate  side,  or  to  engage 
immediate^  against  that  side  whose  views 
Aall  hereafter  be  discovered  to  be  incon- 
aistent  with  the  safe^  of  Europe,  we  may 
then  easily  cast  the  balance,  and  give  hw 
tc  the  conquerors. 


I  shall  admit.  Sir,  tfiat  France  and  her 
allies  have  made  the  dedarations  mention- 
ed by  the  honourable  gentleman;  and  I 
do  not  know  but  tiiey  may  be  sincere,  but 
I  am  sure  thejr  are  not  to  be  trusted  to : 
for  even  granting  diat  these  d^larations 
are  sincere,  that  tiiey  have  really  no  other 
views  but  "^at  they  openly  profess,  yet 
we  know  that  success  may  elate  the  minds 
of  the  conquerors,  and  may  make  them 
conceive  new  designs,  which  they  coukl 
not  at  first  have  thought  of.  And  against 
these  we  are  to  provide,  as  well  as  against 
an^  designs  they  may  have  at  present 
which  we  have  not  yet  discovered ;  for  if 
France  and  her  allies  should  over'-run  all 
Germany,  estid>lish  Stanislaus  upon  the 
throne  of  Pd^d,  and  oblige  the  Czarina 
to  submit  to  their  terms,  I  am  very  far 
irom  dunking  that  either  of  them  would 
dnde  by  the  dedarations  with  which  they 
began  tne  war :  I  am  sure,  our  oenstku- 
tion  woi^ld  be  exposed  to  much  greater 
danger,  than  it  can  be  from  the  smdl  ad- 
dition now  proposed  to  be  madeio  our 
army. 

This  leads  me.  Sir,  to  consider  that  ter- 
rible, that  imminent  dai^r  our  liberties 
are  exposed  to,  by  keeping  up  a  numerous 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace ;  which  is 
a  danger  that  has  been  muohexag^erated, 
upon  this  and  many  other  occasions,  by 
md  gentlemen  of  tne  odter  side  of  the 
question.  I  could  easily  sliew,  that  an 
army  kept  up  from  year  to  year,  under  the 
direction  of  parliament,  and  commanded 
by  gentlemen  of  the  best  fitmiltes,  and 
4omeof  them  of  as  good  estates  as  any  in 
the  kmgdom,  can  never  be  dangeroua 
either  to  our  constitution  or  to  our  13>erties, 
were  it  mudi  more  numerous  than  it  is, 
er  is  now  proposed  to  be ;  but  ^be  keep« 
ing  iro  a  stuidmg  army  in  tune  of  peace  is 
not  the  question  under  our  consiaeration. 
Will  geimemen  say,  that  when  all  Europe 
n  in  a  flame,  we  ought  not  to  begin  to 
make  preparations  i  Will  they  say,  Ihat 
we  ou^  never  to  make  any  augmenta- 
tion, or  to  prepare  &r  war,  4ill  it  is  pub- 
lidy  declared  ?  Can  ihi^,  Bir,  be  a  safe 
mram  for  any  nation  ? 

I  do  not  know.  Sir,  diat  any  geotileman 
has  in  this  debate  dedared,  that  16,000  ia 
the  number  of  land-forces  which  must 
always  be  kept  up  in  this  nation,  even  in 
time  of  the  profoundest  tranquilli^ :  how- 
ever, it  has  been  discovered,  it  seems,  that 
this  is  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen ;  and 
that  the  Bdditi<m  now  moved  for,  is  pro- 
posed for  no  otilier  reason,  bat  only  that 
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these  geaidemen  may  hove  an  opportunity 
of  stopping  the  mouths  of  the  disaffected, 
bj  reducing  that  additional  number  as 
ioo^n  as  the  public  tranquillity  is  re-esta- 
blished. Sir,  if  no  reason  had  been  assign- 
ed for  the  addition  proposed,  there  might 
have  been  some  room  for  this  presumption ; 
but  as  other  reasons  hare  been  assigned, 
as  those  reasons  are  apparent  from  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Europe,  I  cannot 
•ee  how  such  a  presumption  can  be  made : 
but  suppose  this  were  really  the  design  of 
some  gentlemen  in  this  House,  will  not 
every  other  gentleman  be  at  hberty  to  op- 
pose that  design  when  the  peace  is  re- 
stored ?  May  not  every  gentleman,  who 
shall  then  have  the  honour  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,'  propose  as  great  a  re- 
duction as  be  pleases  ?  Is  it  not  as  easy 
to  propose  the  reduction  of  17,000  as 
7,000  ?  And  when  we  are  so  happy  as  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  reauction, 
the  question  will  then  come  properly  to 
be  argued,  what  number  of  land-torces  is 
necessary  to  be  kept  up  in  this  nation  in 
time  of  peace  ?  Upon  tliat  question,  I 
hope  as  great  a  number  will  be  reduced, 
without  any  reeard  to  the  addition  now 
nuule,  as  tlie  sate^  of  the  nation  can  ad- 
mit of;  for  I  shall  join  with  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  opinion,  that  we  ought 
never  to  keep  up  a  greater  number  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safeMr  of  the 
nation,  and  tlie  support  of  his  JVlajesty's 
government ;  and  whoever  is  against  keep- 
ing \ip  that  number,  shall  always  he  looked 
on  by  me  as  a  person  disaffected  to  boUi. 

Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  must  take  no- 
tice that  from  this  debate  it  t^pears  to  me, 
that  the  gentlemen  employed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  affiurs  are  always  in 
the  most  ticklish  situation.  If  they  pro- 
pose to  make  provisions  against  dangers, 
by  which  provisions  the  people  must  be 
put  to  an  expence,  they  then  are  charged 
with  raising  imaginary  dangers,  in  order 
from  thence  to  take  an  opportunity  to  load 
the  people  with  new  taxes :  and  their  mis- 
fortune IS,  that  the  more  carefiil  they  have 
been  in  time  past,  the  argument  grows 
every  day  stronger  against  them;  be- 
cause^ people  be^  at  last  to  beUeve,  that 
the  dangers  which  were  never  felt  were 
imaginary,  though  in  reality  they  were 
prevented  only  by  the  provisions  that  were 
made  against  Uiem.  However,  many  peo- 
ple may-^come  at  last  to  be  confirmed  in 
this  erroneous  opinion,  by  which  the  mi- 
lUsters  may  be  at  last  remsed  those  pro- 
TisioDs  that  are  actually  necessary;  andif. 
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by  such  refiisal,  any  signid  misfortune 
should  befal  the  nation,  the  ministers  would 
be  sure  to  be  loaded  with  the  blame  of  it, 
Uiough  they  had  done  all  that  was  in  their 
power  to  wafn  us  of  the  danger. 

I  cannot  really  comprehend, .  Sir,  what 
sort  of  information  it  is  that  gentlemen 
want  upon  this  occasion ;  would  they  have 
his  Majesty  send  to  tell  us,  that  there  is  a 
bloody  war  carried  on  by  France,  Spain 
and  &urdinia  against  the  emperor  ?  Sure- 
ly they  do  not  expect  that  hb  Majesty 
should  send  us  ^  particular  messf^,  in 
order  to  acquaint  us  with  a  piece  ofnewt 
that  is  known  to  the  whole  world !  Pro- 
bably his  Majesty  has  not  yet  discovered, 
whether  any  of  the  parties  engaged  in 
war  have  any  farther  views  than  what  they 
publicly  avow ;  this  I  say  may  not  pro- 
bably have  been  yet  discoverea,  because 
no  plan  of  an  agreement  has  yet  been  of- 
fered to  the  parties  concerned:  or  per- 
haps his  Majesty  has  already  discovened, 
that  ^ome  of  the  parties  concerned  have 
some  secret  and  ambitious  views,  which 
will  oblige  him  to  declare  very  soon  agiEiinst 
them.    In  the  first  case,  his  Majesty  can 

five  us  no  farther  information  than  what  he 
as  already  given ;  but  suppose  the  last  to 
be  the  case,  ought  his  Majesty,  either  1^ 
message  or  otherwise,  to  disclose  to  us  tlie 
secrets  he  has  discovered,  or  the  resoki- 
tions  he  has  taken  upon  such  discovery  i 
Would  not  such  a  message  be  an  open  wMi 
a  public  declaration  of  war?  And  wiU 
any  gentleman  say,  that  it  would  be  wise 
in  his  Majesty,  or  in  those  who  have  the 
honour  to  aovise  him,  to  make  any  sock 
public  declaration,  before  he  has  made  aQ 
the  necessary  preparation,  and  b  just  rea- 
dy to  enter  \xpoit  action  ?  In  short,  let  us 
put  the  case  what  way  we  will,  it  is  impos- 
sible we  can  have,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
farther  information  than  what  every  sen- 
tleman  without  doors,  as  well  as  wiU]^ 
fully  knows  from  the  circumstances  Eu- 
rope is  in  at  present.  And  as  these  are, 
in  my  opmion,  more  than  sufficient  for  in- 
ducing every  man,  who  regards  the  safety 
of  his  country,  to  agree  to  the  au^menta-^ 
tion  now  proposed,  I  shall  very  Uttle  re- 
gard what  may  be  thought  of  the  wisdom 
or  the  integrity  of  this  House ;  for  I  am 
very  sure,  every  man  whose  good  opinion 
is  worth  desiring,  will,  from  oiu*  agreeing 
to  this  question,  be  convinced  of  both. 

Some  Members,  who  agreed  to  the  He* 
cessity  of  an  augmentation  of  our  forces, 
thought  it  more .  eligible  to  hire  foreign 
troops  than  increase  the  number  of  our 
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army  at  faome. 
proposal) 

Mn  John  Howe  stdod-up  and  spoke  as 

follows;  ' 

% 
Sir ;  It  is  withTsreat  diffidence  and  oon- 
Vision  that  I  stitod  up  to  speak  on  this  oc* 
casioa*  I  think'it  one  of  more  difficulty, 
a  more  critical  conjuncture,  than  ever  I 
knew   under   the   consideration  of  this 
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increaie  of  the  »power  of  France  ?  This 
would  certainly  be  the  concltision  tiie 
French  would  naturally  draw  from  our  not 
arming :  a  conclusion  no  En^^ishmto 
surely  wOald  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
make.  Warlike  preparations  will,  I  hope, 
conduce  to  making  *  peace,  and  if  they  ndl 
of  makihg  ^eace,  fhey  will  enable  us  to 
make  war :  the  expenccTwill  neither  way 
be  lost.  A  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  say» 
House.     F  cannot,    Sir,  but  with    the  4  that  the  prosperity  of  this  nation  depended 


greatest  reluictancy  think  of  adding  to  the 
neavy  burden  n}^  country  already  labours 
onder;  and  yet  it  Vould  be  the  greatest 
concern  ixnagSiabla  to  me,  if  through  an 
ill  timed  piece  of  §ood  husbandry,  I  should 
suffer  tfie  natiofl^  to  be  involved  in  cala- 
mities, whicii  some  exjpences  midit  have 
prevented.  In  this  streight  I  sould  be  glad 
tb  give  no  opinion ;  but  jret  must  now  ofier 
wduk   as   occurs  to   me.     Peace  is  the 

^greatest  advantage  that  can  be  desired  by  a 
%fee  and  trading  nation  f  any  expence  which 

*  will  contribute  to  continue  that  blessing  to 
«»»wiU  be  money  well  employed;  and 
what  is  now  proposed  to  as,  I  see  in  {he 
lidit  of  a  measure  for  peaee:  the  increase 
of  our  forces  in  geneial  appears  to  me,  to 

^,  be  with  an  intention,  tiol  to  make,  but  to 

'  fffwent  war.  We  are  now  in  the  rightest 
situation  ^possibl^ ;  We  take  on  us  the  patt 
erf"  mediators,  not  of  principals  or  parties 
in  the  war ;  may  our  good  offices  be  efiec- 
tuali  Afllcandotomakethemso,  lam 
mire  I  wish :  God  send  they  may  be  so! 
Bat  we  must  put  ourselves  inll>  a  condi- 
tion to  be  a  Weight  in  whid\  ever  scale 
we  may  throw  ourselves;  for  bare  rea- 
sons^ persuasives  alone,  will,  I  fear,  have 
little  effect.  But  if  the  stronger  party  is 
made  sensible,  that  if  it  refuses  to  come 
lata  reasonable  terms,  it  will  not  long 
€:ontinue  t)ie  stronger  party,  our  mediation 
win  be  more  regarded ;  and  a  minister  will 
be  bcit  IhMtfkened  to^  who^  equipages^ 
instead  of  a  great  jiumber  of  ^e  footmen, 
cimsists  of  a  large  bo^y  of  good  troops. 
I  am  therefore.  Sir,  &ee*to  declare  for 
arming  ourselves,  convinced  that  an  un* 
armed  mediation  must  prove  an  unfeiliccesd- 
fttl  one.  *  But,  Sir,  as  the  dewing  what  a 
contrary  measure  would  produce,  does  best 
illustrate  things,  let  us. consider  what 
would  be  the  natixral  effects  of  our  dedining 
to  make  any  warlike  preparations.  Would 
it  not  be  declaring  to  the  Frendi  that  they 
Hiay  go  on  and  conquer  ?  That  they  may 
place  apOn  tiie  imparial  throne  a  prince  of 


not  now,  as  formeriy^'fipprefaeasiva  of  the 
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on  the  peace  and  tranqmliity  of  our  neigh- 
bours ;  I  join  with  him  in  opinion ;  at  least 
so  far  that  it  may  be  disturbed  by  their 
want  of  tranquility.  But  surely  then  we 
ought  not  to  repine  at  any  exnence  to  pro- 
cure tl^at  peace  and  tranquillitjr  to  them, 
upon  which  our  own  prosperity  is  thought 
to  depend.  Somd*  gentlemen  seem  to  ap- 
pirehend,  that  arming  wilF  encage  us  m 
war,  without  the  Dutch;  fkr  rrom  it;  for 
if  it  should  Mi  of  its  desired  success,  we 
are  still  at  liberty  to  act  as  we  think  best: 
but  upon  that  article  1  tiiink  it  most  pro- 
per to  be  silent  at  present.  Wemi^,astha 
countrj  people  express  it,  when  the  time 
comes,  do  like  <9ar  neighbours.  But  now, 
Sir,^  I  have  given  my  consent  to  the  in- 
crease of  forces  in  general,  I  must  likewise 
declare,  that  for  the  method  now  proposed, 
of  increasing  them,  by  raidng  more  na- 
tional troops,  I  "can  by  no  means  iqpprove 
of  it.  After  whkh  k  will  be  expected  of 
me  to  say  in  what  manner  I  would  have 
them  increased;  for  to  oppose  a  measure^ 
and  propose  no  other  in  its  place,  is  cer- 
tainly very  unjustifiable.  On  this  occasion 
therefore  I  am  not  shy  in  declaring  that 
the  warlike  preparation  I  mean,  is  by 
making  contracts  with  forekn  princes  for 
their  troops  in  case  we  call  for  them.  To 
this  method  there  is  no  objection  btit*the 
unavoidable  expence;  and  yet  the  ex- 
pence  of  national  troops  is  itilt  greater. 
Even  thQ  disbanding  of  national  troops 
does  not  free  us  from  the  expence  of  them ; 
their  half-pay  remains ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  half-pay  officers  thotigh  they 
hardly -live,  they  never  die.  But  othei* 
objections  arise  to  national  troops;  the 
burden  they  are  otherwise  and  the  danger 
from  them  is  likewise  greater ;  not  that  I 
look  on  them  as  another  noble  lord  does, 
as  a  standing  array,  for  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 

Eosed,  that  this  can  be  the  number  to  be 
ept  up.  That  is  not  my  objection ;  but  I 
object  to  the  increase  of  national  forces, 
as  a  method,  in  no  aircumstance  so  ^asy  or 


the  lioase  of  Bounxm  ?   That  England  is^  safe,  as  the  enga^ng  foreign  ones.  Arming 


in  general 


I  think  absolutely  necessary ; 
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and  were  there  no  other  method,  I  would 
consent  to  this.  Our  house  indeed  is  not 
.  on  fire,  but  our  neighbour's  is  in  a  flame ;  I 
therefore  approve  the  increasing  of  our 
forces  in  general,  and  only  oppose  the 
method  now  proposed  of  raising  national 
ones,  as  there  is  a  more  easy  and  more 
convenient  one  of  doing  it,  by  engaging 
foreign  troops. 

Mr.  Lindsay  replied : 

That  by  the  augmentation  proposed,  it 
was  not  intended  to  add  new  dficers,  but 
coily  so  many  private  men  to  each  com- 
pany; so  that  when  peace  was  restored, 
the  augmentation  then  made  could  be  re- 
duced, without  leaving  any  charge  upon 
the  nation.  That  in  a  time  of  such  pub- 
lic danger  it  was  necessary  V>  augment  our 
forces  within  the  kingdom,  and  therefore 
any  smaU  inconveniences  that  might  from 
thence  arise  must  be  borne  with.  That  by 
increasing  oiur  own  troops  no  money  was 
^rarried  out  of  the  kingdom :  that  it  would 
add  to  the  number  of  our  trained  soldiers, 
which,  if  any  future  danger  should  arise, 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  nation. 
That  by  a  man's  becoming  a  soldier  his 
labour  and  industry  was  not  quite  lost,  for 
many  of  them  were  as  industrious  after 
listing  as  ever  they  had  been  before*  That 
old  and  infirm  soldiers  must  always  of 
course  be  dismissed,  and  new  recruits 
raised  in  their  stead,  though  no  augmenta^ 
tion  were  ever  made. 

Mr.  John  Dnanmond^  in  support  of  the 
motion  for  the-  auCTientation,  took  notice 
of  the  number  of  forces  the  Dutch  had  on 
loot,  and  their  disposition  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  i2oi^jDtftt£/a« spoke  against theatig- 
mentation,  and  mentioned  the  bad  purposes 
for  which  the  forces  were  employed,  and 
instanced  the  drawing  up  of  the  regiment 
in  the  Abbey  Close  at  Edinburgh,  to  over- 
awe the  election  of  the  Scots  peers,  or 
over-awe  the  elections  of  conunoners;  and 
to  induce  such  places  as  were  conceived  to 
wish  for  troops,  to  vote  for  courtiers,  or 
Otherwise  to  have  the  troops  removed  from 
them. 

Mr.  Duncan  Forbes  -(Xord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,)  answered,  That  the  drawing 
up  the  troops  in  the  Abbey  Close  was  ^ 
ordinary  muster  or  exercise  of  arms ;  and 
the  Aboey  Close  an  ordinary  place  for 
such  musters ;  and  that  there  was  great 
need  of  armed  force  in  Scotland ;  wiSiout 
which  the  notorious  inclinatioB  there  to 
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smuggling  and  cheating  the  revenue,  and 
to  mutiny  and  resist  the  execution  of  legd 
process,  could  not  be  quelled ;  and  con- 
cluded with  disapproving  the  proposal  f<Hr 
hiring  foreign  troops.    Hereupon 

Mr.  James  Erskine  stood  up  and  said ; 

Sir ;  I  am  loth  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House,  now  it  is  so  late,  but  as  the  af- 
&ir  of  the  troops  at  the  election  of  the  six- 
teen Scots  Peers  has  been  misrepresented ; 
and  as  I  am  fully  acquainted  wim  the  truth 
of  that  transaction,  I  hope  the  House  will 
indulge  me. — I  believe  no  member  of  this, 
or  any  other  former  pariiament,  has  ever 
asserted  that  a  standing  army  was  OHisis- 
tent  with  our  constitution,  or  even  attempt 
to  deny  but  it  is  dangerous  to  our  rights 
and  liberties.  A  standing-army  has  been 
kept  up,  it  is  true,  from  year  to  year,  and 
sometimes  augmented,  by  pretending  the 
exigencies  of  the  times ;  but  such  exigent 
cies,  that  the  same,  or  other  such,  may  to 
the  world's  end  be  pretended :  so  that  if 
the  same  mean  and  low  spirit  continues  in 
Britain,  a  standing  army  is  for  ever  to  be 
the  oppression  of  this  once  flourishing 
island.  These  arguments  are  indeed  tea 
l^neral  to  be  dwelt  on,  when  the  question 
IS  not,  whether  to  have  an  army ;  but, 
whether  to  augment  it  ?  Since  it  seems 
granted  on  all  sides,  that  we  must  have  an 
army  for  this  year ;  Uiat  Britain  must  for 
one  year  longer  submit  to  that  badge  and 
great  mean  of  slavery :  but  if  it  is  so  dan- 
gerous to  have  any,  it  is  still  more  dan- 
gerous to  add  to  It ;  and  if  exigencies 
required  such  an  army  as  we  had  last  year, 
yet  it  behoves  us  to  see  the  exigencies, 
that  i:equired  so  large  an  addition  as  8,000 
more,  before  we  ought  to  consent  to  it^-« 
The  pretext  made  use  of  is,  that  we  and. 
the  Dutch  are  to  be  mediators  between  the 
contending  powers  of  Europe,  and  that 
unarmed  mediators  cannot  eifectuaUy  me* 
diate ;  yet  the  Dutch  are  to  be  unarmed, 
not  6nly  by  sea,  but  are  to  add  nothing  to 
their  land-forces,  as  waa  but  how  acknow* 
led^ed:  though  the  other  day  we  were 
told,  that  as  we  should  increase  our  fleets 
the  sea  being  our  natural  barrier;  ao 
would  the  Dutch  augment  their  triop$, 
their  barrier  being  by  land.  But  now  we 
see  that  our  neighbours  are  to  diare  with 
us  the  honour  and  advantage  of  mediating, 
and  we  are  to  bear  all  the  burden :  yet  it 
seems  neither  they  nor  we  are  indeed  to 
be  mediators;  for  his  Majesty's  raeediL 
says  only,  that  his. good  offices,  and  iim 
good  offices  of  the  States  General,  hadbMi 
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acoepted  of;   and  as  some  eentlemen  had 
openly  in  the  House  deniea  that  we  were 
to  be  mediators,  they  explained  the  accept- 
ing of  these  good  offices  to  be  no  more  than 
barely  to  allow  us  to  make  proposals  to  the 
powers  in  war.    And  is  this  all  the  mighty 
matter  for  which  our  domestic  army  is  to 
be  au^ented  so  greatly?    If  a  strong 
array  is  necessary  for  this  purpose,  the 
au^entation  is  too  little :  but  any  augmen- 
tation in  our  present  circumstances  is  not 
the  way  to  make  us  to  be  regarded  by  the 
potentates  at  war.    They  know  our  case, 
that   we    are    under   vast   debts,  much 
whereof  was  contracted  for  no  purpose,  or 
^  bad  purposes :    and  to  see  us  acting 
wisely  and  frugally,  and  to  have  money  and 
credit  as  formeriy,  would  give  Britain  the 
weight  it  formerly  had ;   and  they  know 
that  then  we  could  raise  troops  at  home, 
and  hire  abroad:    but  they  would  never 
beUeve  us  noticeable  for  having  25,000  oir 
26,000  men  in  our  army  at  home,  with  not 
a  farthing  in  our  pockets.    After  all  it 
seems  hard  to  be  believed  that  it  is  in 
earnest  said  we  are  to  be  mediators,  or  at 
all  to  interpose,  or  that  we  are  any  ways 
afiraid  of  the  consequences  of  the  present 
war  in  Europe :    for  some  years  ago  we 
were  oflfered  the  mediation,  and  then  re- 
fused it:  no  doubt  to  shew  our  modesty, 
and  that  we  were  not  so  vain  as  to  take  on 
OS  to  offer  laws  to  France,  a  nation  superior 
to  Britain,  and  whom  then  we  obsequiously 
courted.    And  to  say,  we  now  dread  the 
pro^ss  of  the  arms  of  the  French  and 
their  confederates,  one  must  be  tempted 
to  think  but  a  pretext :  for  so  wise  men  as 
administer  the  British  affiurs  did  certainly 
foresee  it,  and  cannot  be  frighted  at  the 
consequences  of  their  own  actions ;  since 
all  flowed  fVom  the  introduction  of  Don 
Carlos  into  Italy,  which  was  done  by  our 
own  fleet.    I  am,  in/  my  own  private  opi- 
nion, so  little  persuaded  of  the  wisdom  *of 
that  expedition,  that  I  hope  the  30,000  sea^ 
men,  voted  the  other  day,  are  designed  for 
a  better  purpose ;  yet  it  is  better  to  make 
an  idle,  though  expensive  show  of  them  at 
Spith^id,  dien  sena  them  abroad  to  do  mis- 
chief.   And  all  this  appears  from  our  suc- 
ceeding conduct ;   for  it  would  be  a  high 
reflexion  to  suppose  the  intelligence  of  our 
ministry  so  bad,  that  they  knew  not  of  the 
alliance  when   forminff   betwixt  France, 
Spain  and  Sardinia,  and  they  could  not  but 
see  the  consequences  of  it.    Yet  they  did 
nothing  to  stop  that  treaty ;  nor,  when  it 
was  finished,  to  stop  their  powerful  armies 
firom  entering  Italy,  where  they  have  had 


%o  gFpat  success;  and  our  trade  to  which 
country  is  now  as  precarious  as  our  trade  to 
Spain:  they  likewise  must  have  foreseen 
the  progress  of  the  French  arms  on  the 
Rhine;  for  who  did  not  know,-t]iat  the 
Emperor,  having  a  great  army  in  Italy,  was 
over-powered  by  a  greater;  and  that 
France,  in  the  German  War,  having 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  Italy  or  Spain, 
as  in  former  wars,  could  not  but  be  an 
over-match  for  the  Emperor  on  (he  Rhine  ? 
Therefore  as  all  this  has  happened,  having 
been  foreseen  and  helped  on  by  our  own 
ministry,  the  fear  said  to  arise  from  thence 
must  be  but  an  affected  pretence,  as  well  as 
the  mediation  which  we  had  formerly  re- 
fused, and  now  did  not  pretend,  was  oftered 
to  us:  nay,  if  it  was  otherwise,  yet  this  aug- 
mentation of  our  army  is  not  the  right  way 
to  make  us  consideraole  in  the  m^iation; 
nor  a  good  way  to  act  for  ourselves,  since 
we  are  not  like  to  be  attacked  this  year. 

I  cannot  helptaking  notice  of  what  was 
said  by  the  gentleman  who.  spoke  last, 
relating  to  the  use  of  troops  in  Scotland.  I 
am  sorry  that  such  things  should  be  said 
of  that  country,  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
regard  so  much,  and  whose  worth  and 
learning  I  am  not  a  stranger  to  :  I  dare 
assert  the  law,  and  the  execution  of  legal 
process,  in  Scotland  has  free  course  with- 
out the  assistance  of  troops  ;  I  have  heard 
of  no  remarkable  instance  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  troops  in  such  cases ;  but  when 
it  was  done  illegally  by  those  in  power  and 
office,  to  the  oppression  of  the  subjects, 
and  overthrow  of  our  liberties,  and  con- 
trary to  law ;  instances  of  which  I  can 
give,  and  I  hope  will  in  due  time  be  ad- 
verted to,  and  meet  with  deserved  rebuke. 
There  are  more  instances  of  mutiny  and 
tumult  in  England  than  in  Scotland  ;  and 
more  rmining  of  goods  in  a  few  days  on 
the  Thames,  than  in  all  Scotland  for  a 
year.  [Here  he  related  the  manner  of 
drawing  up  the  regiment  in  the  Abbey- 
Close  at  the  Election  of  the  sixteen  Peers.] 
For  my  part  I  know  no  good  the  army  has 
done  in  Britain,  but  making  roads  through 
the  mountains  of  the  Scots  highlands, 
which  was  performed  by  a  handfuL 

Colonel  Handasyde  took  up  Mr.  Er- 
skine,  as  if  what  he  had  said  about  the 
regiment  in  the  Abb^y-Close  had  reflected 
on  him,  whose  regiment  it  was  ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  shew  that  it  was  but  an  or- 
dinary meeting  there,  and  that  nothing 
could  be  meant  by  it,  since  the  regiment 
marched  from  town  at  Mr.  Dundass's 
election:  that  he  deserved  thanks,  and 
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pot  blamet  f#r  hk  conduct  by  the  gtntle- 
ipdfin  of  that  country ;  but  tbftt  some 
wished  ^here  had  been  mob«  and  tumuhs, 
and  from  tlieir  disappointment  proceeded 
their  complaints. 

Mr.  Erskine  rising  up  to  reply, 
,  Sir  James  Campbell  stood  up  likewise, 
and  endeavoured  to  shew  the  necessity  of 
troops  in  the  highlands;  urgmg  Uiatthey 
pugnt  to  be  continued  though  the  high-  ^ 
landers  were  at  present,  y^o^tlyy  well  af-r 
fected  ;  and  gave  for  instance  the  advan- 
ta|^  of  having  tr9<m  in  Scotland  in  the 
year  1715,  wh^p  the  rebellian  vaa  raided 
and  cocfied  on  by  the^arl  of  Mar,  brother 
to  the  honourable  member  Mio  had  spoke 
}ast  against  the  motion.  '  - 

.  Several  members,  resenting  this  vxpres- 
«ion  as  a  reflection  on  Mr.  Erskine,  called 
^ut,  <  to  order  :'  hereupon 

Mr,  Erskine  stood  up  again,  and  said, 
that  when  he  last  rose  up  to  speaks  it  could 
iK>t  be  to  answer  the  member  who  had  now 
f poke,  for  then  he  had  said  nothing ;  and 
that  he  might  for  the  same  reason  pass  by 
all  that  the  worthy  gentlemai^  haa  spolce 
aince.  Heire  sir  James  Canmbell  got  up 
a^n;  but  the  House  would  ndc'allov 
bun  to  interrupt: 'then  Mr.  £r|)d«e  went 
<m»  and  s^d^Uiat  the  honourable  gently 
man,  who  spoke  before,  [meaning  coIomI 
Handasyde]  could  not,  4m  the  least  re-» 
flection,  imagine  that  any  thing  said,  watf 
meant  against  him,  who  he  had  never,  that 
)ie  knew  ef,  seen  in  his  life  till  now ;.  ^d 
that  the  colonel  was  not  then  l^i  Scotland, 
and  therefore  cou|d  not  be  blamed  for  any 
thingdoneby  his  regiment:  thathe^lamed 
not  even  his  oiScenT  present,  not  doubting 
but  they  had  orders  i  that  this  was  not  the 
time  to  ar^e  that  important  matter  and^ 
flagrant  encroachment  on  the  BriUsh  liber- 
lies,  which  might  come  to  be  inquired 
into  afterw^ds ;  yet  tha  account  he  hod 
given  of  it  was  juft,  {notwithstanding  the 
aiiswer:  that  the  regiment  had  been  mus- 
teired,  and  in  the  field  but  a  day  or  two 
helbie,  and  therefore  the  meeting  on  that 
day  was  not  an  ordinary  one :  that  it  could 
not  be  without  a  design,  andabad  cmetoo : 
that  on  such  a  day  t&  three  companies' at 
Laith  were  suuxdied  to  job  those  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  kept  altogether  under  arms 
durmg  the  election,  and  then  marched 
hack  to  Leith :  and  that  other  fieurts, 
equally  or  more  gross,  could  in  due  time 
and  season,  be  made  appear  to  shew  that 
it  was  done  on  a  bad  diesign  :  that  their 
ffuurching  from  Edinburgh  at  the  election 
fiir  tl|e  county^  provea  only  they  were  not 
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m  the  wrong  HC"  toat  time,  though  th^ 
were  prodigiously  ynrong  at  t^e  electien    ^ 
of  the  peer^  :  that  the  accusation  of  wish-*     * 
ing  for  mobs  and  tumults  was  injurious,  * 
and  i^.veak  a#  unjust :  that  if  it  was  metnt^ 
againat  the  majority,  what   could  "they*  * 
g^  by  it  ?  And  ^ t^  £bss  could  the  mti^ 
rity  reap  any  advaSitage  from  it,  except  ta 
put  ttieinselves  ia-  the  wrong,  wlien  they 
nad  no  re^^n  tphope  tj^ey  would  ipee^. 
with  pardon  and  iaduigen^  :  that  miAmy 
was  the  stale   prelenq^/of  those,  who 
wanted  a  handle  ^  to  oi)press  by  superior^* 
power :  that  by  mobbmg,  the  minority  ' 
could  dnly  expect  such  ruin  to  them^ves» 
as  had  befallen  his  kinsnkan  by  the  rebel** 
lion,  which  an  honouig^le  member  bad,    . 
with  so  much  discretio^^  and  justice,  ob-* 
jected  to  him  :  that  the  objecticm  was  so 
entirely  firom  t&e  purpose  he  would  pass  il 
by  unanswered,  as  well  as  the  rest^f  what 
that  hQnounJ)le  gentlleman  had  said,  did 
not  the  high  nature  of  it  require  him  to 
apeak  to  it :  that  he  had  suffered  more  by 
it  than  any  tiian,  ^except  his  deq^aaea 
friend  and  relatiolh,  who  was  at  the  head 
(tfjt^^  that  ^pinciple  and  conduct,  witb 
respect  to  the  present  establishment,  ever 
iinoe  he  ^tered  pn  the  wo^ld  |ind  busi- 
ness, had  been  uniform  and  finp  in  aU 
timles  and  situations,  as  every  bod^  bi^t 
who  knew  him ;  and  as  the  objector  aftd 
his  fM^dsliad  often  acknowleoged :  and 
if  now  his  greatest  enemies  eoulcfbrins  aa 
instance  to  the  contrary,  he  consented  to     * 
have  it  reckoned  that  f  e  had  always  been 
a  traitor :  that,  therefore,  if  .the  occasion 
of  flinffinff^  out  this  at  ^^,  and  the  air 
with  which  it  was  done,  had  not  looked  so 
unfavourably/h^  mast  in  justice  to  tho.   * 
^entlenum  wiu>  spoke  it,  have  thought  ho 
mtended  to  do  hjm  honour ;  by  shewing 
his  lo^ralty  to  l?Ave  been  so  unconaueraUep 
thatlus  nearest  relations,  and  wiUi  whom 
he  had  so  gf^t  connection,  could  nol 
shake  or  3inuuish  it«  » 

Mr.  Charles  Areskine  stood  up  noxit 
and  said,'  Thattltt  Abbey  and  PaniamenI 
Close  were  so  &r  distant,  that  tho  regw^ 
\nent  drawn  up  in  the  finn^r  gouU  not 
over-awe  the  election  at  the  lattea. 

Then  the  question  being  fiA^  00  tbo 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Andreffs,  it 
in  the  aflirmative  by  261  to  20& 


Debate  in  thg  Commons  on  tk&  Natg 
EsiinuUei.^  Feb.  24w  Sir  WiUiam  Vfywim 
ham  moved,  That  the  Journal  of  tho 

I  House  of  the  5th  of  December  1690,  in 
the  2nd  year  ef  William  and  Mac}r>  imi«« 
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k  r  *  ^       ♦         •^      ♦      *  ' 

)d^4Mi  to  the  JiefOT%  from  the  Conuipifttee) 
t^whom  thlironaideratioQ  of  th&£stiinate9* 
'^  anct' Accounts  rdating  to  the  Anny,  Navy 

^-    and  ^reaturjr  ware  referred,  might  be* 

»  .  read ;  VWA  was  done'accordmgly.  Then 
he  QioT^d  for  Reading  the  Journal  of  No- 
vember 9th,  1691 »  in  tha  third  yaar^f  th^ 
aame  reig|it  in  r^Iatiqp  to  appointing  a 
Cconmittee  to  inspect  the  Estimate  of  the 
*  Navy  for  the  year  16g2,  which  having 

^  <*  been  aU<l  read>  '      *        - 

,SxffViUiarg  fVi/ndhpn  BtooA  up  agfMn, 
and  spoke  an  follows :       .  t     ' 

Mr.  %)lakerrWhen*I  reflec^-ontfie 
^loi%  peace  (tiis  nation  haa  enjc^ed>  I  ap 
aurpn^d  how  amall  a  part  o£  our  public 
^efaks  fi^#been  paid  off;  butVhen  I  con- 
aider  the  vast  sums  that  have  been  yearly 
ra|s^  that  the  people  have  not  been 
made  (j\£te  Iree  <»  dby  one  tax  which  the 
lyecedmg  war  brought  upon  them,  nor, 
any  tax,  except  one  only»  iu  the  Jectst 
i  diminisbedr  I  cannot  comprehend  how  jt 

■*      was  possible,  m  every  year  of  tJAs  long 
»    term  of  peace^  to  find  pretences  for  puttmg 
the  nation  to  su^  a  vadt  eifpence  :  and  1  - 
must  think,  if  our  parliaments,  for  these 
twenty  years  pa^t,  liad  mllowed.  the  ex- 
ample lai^  dov^  in  tke  pre<^ents  now 
.  read  to  you>  aad  Wd  always  i(^inte/i*a 
^  aelect  ctinmiittee,  to  examine  Qie  estimates 
yearly  laid  before  them,  h  would  not  have 
Seen  possible  to  {i^vail  with^  them'  to 
i^gree  tnat  such  an  expenc^was  necessarf^- 

>         ^'Hiis,  Sir,  1  wish*  had  been  done  by^ 
cyerjr  parliament  since  the  revolution  ;  andj 
as  this  is  the  first  sessiciKV)  of  a  new  parlia- 
Aient,  I  hope  ,we  shall*begiit  to  follow  that 

^  example  which  was  diown  by  the  first 
iparliainent  after  t^e  revolution.  I  hope  it 
will  no4j)e  said,  hut  that  parliament  had  as 
good  reason  to  put  a  conndence^in  the  ad- 
ministration* as  this  parliament  has,  or  as 
any  parliament  had  *since  that  time ;  and 
yet  we  find  that  paiilament,  in  their  very 
first  session,  passing  an  act^  and  by  bidlot 
.  appointing  oonaniissiaoera,  for  takaag  and 
examining  the  account  of  all  public  money, 
and  resolving  that  no  peraoiv  chouldbe  one 

^  oi  those  conunissioners,  who  1^  any 
office  or  prc^  or  was  accountable  to  their 
majesties ;  and  their  care  of  the  public 
money,  m  their  second  and  third  sessioos^ 
we  may  collect  from  the  joumids  now  read 
to  us.  For  this  reason  I  am  convinced, 
^  that  what  I  am  now  to  propose  cannot  be 
thoiight  jskewing  the  least  disrespect  to  his 
Majesty :  It  is  only  shewing  that  pru- 
dent care  of  tlie  peopb'a  money,  wnich 
wa  ought  always  to  sh»w  as  ^ir  represeo- 
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t^ve%  even  though  there  were  no  par-* 
ticular  reason  for  o^  being  so  careful. 

But  at  present.  Sir,  we  haive  a  melan*' 
choly  reason  for  'resuming  the  ancient  ^v- 
usage  of  parliament:  It  is  well  known  that 
estujoAtes  nave  been  every  year  laid  before 
thia  .House  of  all  the  expences,  which  ^ 
were  then  supposed^  to  be  necessary  for  ^, 
the  ensuing  jeKr;  ^d  notwithstanding 
t\ipSb  estimates  were  much  larger  thim 
were  ever  before  usual,  yet  in  everv  year 
ample  provision  has  been  made  mr  tne 
.expences  of  the.ensuing  fear  cont>rmaIde 
jo.  the  'estimates  l^d  befoi'e  this  House :  . 
This  ia  known  to  almost  every  man,  and 
every  man  that  does  kofyw  it  must  think  it^ 
very  odd,  that  ii^  so  ismall  a  numb^  of 
years  -^uch  a  great  debt  should  be  con- 
tfiscted  as  is  atpresen^  due  upon  accQuntof 
our  navy  i  but  it  must  appear  still  more 
surprisiog^vhen  we  consider,  that  in  every 
session  oi  parliament  accounts  have  been' 
)aidbefore  this  House  of  the  deficiencies 
of  all  former  mrants,  and  likewise  of  all  ^ 
serviced  iocun^  and  not  {nrovided  for  by 
parliament.  If  such  accounts  ha^  been 
'rightly,  cpnindered,  they  would  certainly 
hav^  been  made  good,  sihd  the  services, 
if  foimd  to  hiive^been  necessarily  incurred, 
woulfi  certafinly  have  beeft  provided  for,  ■ 
oa\  of  the  first  and  readiest  of  the  grants 
made  for  the  service  of  th£  ne^t  ensor 
ingyear.". 

^  Tliis,  Sir,  is  the  only  proper  way  rfptp- 
jidipg  for  all  services  incurred  and  not 

f^rov^d  for  in  the  former  session  of  par^ 
iament :  while  this  method  is  ^regulorlj 
pursued,  the  streuj^  of  the  nation  is  not 
impaired  by  loading  posterity  with  debts 
and  mortga^ ;  nor  can  the  people  be  so 
easily  prevsmed  oiv  to  submit  to  any  un« 
neeessavy  expence;  and  the  facta  betoe 
fresh  in  every  man'j  meinory,  if  any  fraud 
be  couched  under  any  of  the  artides  of  thf 
accounts  given  in,  it  may  be  easily  djb^ 
covered ;  but  when  ^e  nation  is  thus  ae» 
cretlyrunindebt,the  people  bein^igno* 
rant  of  their  expence,  cannot  find  nutt 
with  any  of  those  extravagant  mfaaurea 
which  occasioned  that  expence :  and  when  . 
accounts  are  brought  into  this  House  in-a 
heap,  .and  afler  th^  transaetions  to  which 
they  relate  are  all  forgotten,  it  is  then  im- 

{)08sible  for  gentlemen  to  discover  the  fU- 
acies  that  may  be  practised  in  the  manner 
of  stating  these  accounts. 

Uppn  such  a  slight  view.  Sir,  aa  I  have 
taken  of  the  accounts  now  upon  the  tabl^ 
it  iS  not  possible  for  me  to  enter  into  tha 
particular  artides;  but  I  cannot  help  talo 
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ing  notice  of  one  which  to  me  appears  rery 
extraordinary.  There  is  near  250/XX)& 
charged  not  for  the  building  of  ships,  but 
for  the  building  of  houses  ;*  whether  such 
houses  were  necessary  I  shall  not  now 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  if  they  were,  I 
think  it  is  too  large  a  sum  for  any  admini- 
stration to  have  expended,  without  a  pre- 
vious authority  from  parliament;  and  that 
I  am  sure  was  never  asked  for.  What  the 
present  age  may  think  of  such  a  sum,  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  am  sure  our  ancestors, 
even  of  the  very  last  a^,  would  have  been 
extremely  shy  of  loading  the  people  with 
at  least  six-pence  in  the  pound  upon  all 
the  lands  in  Great-Britain,  for  building 
houses  for  the  officers  belonging  to  the  ad- 
miralty ;  and  I  must  think  it  a  little  ex- 
traordinary to  see  ministers,  of  their 
ownheads,  imdertake  to  dothat  which  even 

Sarliaments  of  old  would  scarce  have  un- 
ertaken  to  have  done.  It  is  true,  par- 
liaments have  of  late  become  very  good 
natured,  they  have  put  great  confidence 
in  ministers,  and  have  generally,  I  shall 
not  say  blindly,  approved  of  all  minis- 
terial measures:  Inis  may  perhaps  have 
made  ministers  presume  a  little  fSurther 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  done;  but 
I  am  very  sure,  that  tUl  very  lately,  no 
mmister  would  have  dared  to  have  drawn 
the  nation  into  such  an  expence  without 
an  authority  from  parliament  for  so  doing. 
This  article  would,  I  believe.  Sir,  have 
appearecL  a  little  extraordinary,  in  the 
most  flourishing  circumstances  that  ever 
this  nation  was  in ;  but  when  the  people 
are  groaning  under  heavy  taxes,  when  most 
of  those  taxes  are  already  engaged  for  the 
payment  of  our  debts,  I  must  think  it 
highly  extravagant.  We  ought  to  make 
our  estate  our  own,  we  ought  to  free  it  from 
mortgages,  before  we  think  of  beautifying 
it  with  costly  buildings.  However,  Sir, 
let  me  suppose  that  this  expence  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  yet  still  it  ought  to 
have  been  provided  for  by  parliament  be- 
fore it  was  undertaken,  or  at  least  the  next 
session  afler  it  was  laid  out ;  in  that  case 
the  parliament  would  probably  have  taken 
care  to  have  saved  as  much  upon  some 

.  *  Upon  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons no  such  charge  is  to  be  found  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  this  year.  It 
must  therefore  be  meant  of  the  sums  expend- 
ed apon  docks,  wharf's,  houses,  &c.  for  some 
years  past,  and  set  down  in  former  estimates. 
The  whole  of  the  estimate  of  the  oitiinary  of 
the  navy  this  year,  amounts  to  198,914/.  9«.  7d, 
•zdusive  of  10,000/.  ^^  Greenwich  hospital. 
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other  article :  by  that .  means  our  bdiig 
involved  in  so  heavy  a  debt  as  we  are  at 
present  would  have  been  prevented,  and 
we  might  have  been  in  a  condition  for  act- 
ing that  part,  which  the  present  circum- 
stances of  Europe  may  make  incumbent 
upon  us  to  undertake. 

The  revenues  of  a  nation,  Sir,  which 
always  arise  from  those  taxes  the  people 
are  to  pay,  may  be  compared  to  the  reve- 
nues ot  a  private  gentleman's  estate ;  and 
every  gentleman  who  has  a  regard  to  his 
family,  or  to  his  own  credit,  wiU  certainly 

Proportion  his  expence  to  the  revenues  <x 
is  estate,  taking  care  to  save  as  mudi 
yearly  as  may  be  necessary  for  providing 
for  >^ younger  children,  ana  for  answering 
future  accidents  or  misfortunes:  such  a 
gentleman  will  consider  that  if,  by  his 
way  of  living,  he  spends  more  than  the 
yearly  revenue  of  his  estate,  may,  accord- 
ing to  this  computation,  answer  he  must, 
yearly  destroy  a  part  of  his  estate ;  and 
that  Uie  greater  this  surplus  is,  the  sooner 
his  estate  and  &mily  wiU  be  ruined.  Let 
us  suppose  then  that  such  a  gentleman 
should  order  his  steward  to  compute  the 
manner  how  he  was  to  live,  so  as  not  to 
spend  yearly  more  than  the  revenue  of 
his  estate  could  bear,  allowing  so  much 
yearly  for  children's  fortunes,  paying  off 
mortgages,  or  future  contingencies:  sup- 
pose this  steward  had  prescribed  such  a 
manner  of  living,  and  had  for  several 
years  fed  him  witn  a  notion  that  he  was 
spending  no  more  yearly  than  his  estate 
could  bear;  but  at  last  brings  him  in  a 
terrible  account  of  debts  contracted,  by 
that  manner  of  living  which  he  hixnself 
had  prescribed,  and  gravely  tells  him, 
he  must  sell  or  mortgage  one  of  his  best 
manors  for  paying  off  those  debts.  What 
would  such  a  steward  deser\'e?  Surely 
he  must  at  least  expect  all  his  accounts 
to  be  examined  in  th^  strictest  manner, 
and  his  master  would  never  place  a  con- 
fidence in  any  of  his  calculations  for  the 
future. 

The  case,  Sir,  is  the  same  with  this 
nation  at  present  We  have  been  made 
to  believe,  that  what  we  were  snending 
yearly  was  no  more  than  the  yearly  taxes 
would  answer:  these  taxes  have  been 
cheerfully  granted  by  parliament,  and  as 
cheerfully  paid  by  tlie  people,  in  full  ex- 
pectation that  these  were  all  that  were  ne- 
cessary for  answering  our  annual  expence; 
but  now.  Sir,  when  we  are  in  danger  of 
being  brought  into  a  great  and  imfore- 
[  seen  expence,  we  are  told  that  we  hate 
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run  much  in  arrear/that  a  great  debt 
has  been  contracted,  and  that  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  debt,  we  must  either  mort- 
gage those  fimds  which  ought  to  be 
reserved  for  a  time  of  danger,  or  we  must 
lay  violent  hands  upon  those  funds  which 
have  been  }ong  ago  declared  sacred,  and 
religiously  appropriated  for  relieving  us 
fiom  those  heavy  burdens  we  at  present 
groan  under.  While  we  are  members  of 
this  House,  Sir,  we  are  the  trustees  of 
the  people;  and  when  the  people  have 
been  insensibly  run  into  a  heavy  and  un- 
expected arrear,  shall  we  approve  of 
the  accounts  of  those  services  by  which 
that  arrear  has  been  occasioned,  without 
examining  strictly  into  every  article  ?  I 
must  think  we  are,  both  in  honour  and 
conscience,  bound  to  examine  them  in  the 
strictest  manner;  and  therefore  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  move,  *^  That  the  ordinary 
Estimate  of  his  Majesty's  navy,  for  the 
current  year,  may  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  select  committee,  and 
that  they  ^o  examine  the  same  and  re- 
{Knrt  the  &cts,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  House.'' 

Sir  William  W3mdham  being  seconded 
.l>y  Mr.  Sandys,  the  same  occasioned  a  great 
debate,  in  which  sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole,  Mr. Wlnnington,  sir  Wil- 
liam Yonge  and  colonel  Bladen,  urged  the 
following  argiunents  against  the  motion : 

Sir;  The  a&irs  of  Europe,  and  the 
^rarious  incidents  that  have  occurred  since 
the^fiunous  peace  of  Utrecht,  are  so  fresh 
in  every  man's  memory,  that  I  think  it 
sufficient  to  observe  in  general,  that  every 
man,  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  his- 
tory of  Europe  for  these  last  twenty  years, 
may  easily  gnre  a  reason  why  we  have  not 
been  able  to  pay  off  any  considerable  part 
of  the  public  (lebts.  There  was  no  me- 
thod of  paying  off  honestly  and  fairly  any 
of  bur  debts  formerly  contracted,  but  by 
increasing  the  public  revenue,  or  saving  a 
part  year^  of  that  which  had  been  berore 
established;  and  every  gentlemen  must 
acknowledge,  that  both  these  methods 
have  been  pursued  as  much  as  it  was 
possible.  We  could  not  increase  the  pub- 
lic revenue  by  imposing  any  new  taxes, 
for  our  people  think  they  are  already 
burdened  witii  too  many;  and  if  any  sucn 
method  had  been  proposed  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  opposed;  perhaps  by 
some  of  those  gentiemen  who  now  find 
fault  with  so  siwiU  a  part  of  our  debts 
hgving  been  paid  o£  The  only  other 
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method  of  increasing  the  public  revenue 
was,  by  having  the  taxes  carefully  col- 
lected, and  thereby  endeavouring  to  in- 
crease the  produce  of  each ;  and  this  hat 
been  pursued  with  the  utknost  care,  so 
that  most  of  our  taxes  produce  more  now 
than  they  did  twenty  years  ago. 

With  respect  to  the  saving  a  part  of 
the  public  revenue  which  haS  been  be- 
fore established,  it  could  be  done  no  other 
way  but  by  reducing  the  interest  paya« 
ble  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  or  by 
reducing  the  public  annual  expence : 
the  first  of  these  methods  has  been  pur- 
sued, and  luckily  for  the  nation  with  great 
success;  and  no  man  can  with  justice 
say,  that  for  these  twenty  years  the  nation 
has  been  put  to  any  expence  but  what  was 
absolutely  necessary  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or 
the  affidrsof  thenation  were  in  at  that  time ; 
nor  has  it  been  put  to  any  expence  but 
what  was  regularly  laid  before  the  par- 
liament, and  always  approved  of  by  par- 
liament ;  so  that  the  finoing  fault  with  any 
part  of  our  conduct  for  these  twenty 
years  past,  is  not  really  finding  &u]t  with 
the  conduct  of  our  ministers,  but  with  the 
conduct  of  king  and  parliament. 

I  shall  agree  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen. Sir,  that  Estimates  have  been 
every  year  laid  before  the  House,  of  wh£^ 
was  then  supposed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  ensuing  year;  and  I  hope 
they  will  agree  with  me  that  it  was  rignt 
to  do  so ;  but  I  never  heard  that  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  computed  those  estimates  and 
laid  them  before  the  Parliament,  pretended 
to  be  infallible.  The  estimates  they  have 
given  in  have  been  found  to  be  dencient, 
some  of  the  necessary  services  have  been 
sometimes  omitted,  or  the  sums  thereby 
allotted  have  been  found  not  sufficient  for 
answering  the  services  for  which  they  were 
appointed,  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  so  large  a  debt  now  appears  to  be  due 
on  account  of  the  Navy :  another  reason 
is,  that  the  funds  appointed  by  Parliament 
for  raising  those  sums,  which  were  yearly 
mnted  by  them  for  the  service  of  the 
Navy,  have  been  always  found  deficient ; 
and  a  third  reason  is,  that  the  Parliament 
have  often  foimd  it  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  nation,  to  give  his  Majesty  Votes  of 
Credit,  in  pursuance  of  which  some  addi- 
tional expences  have  been  incurred,  above 
what  were  mentioned  in  the  estimates 
yearly  given  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session :  and  as  such  expences  tveris  gene- 
rally incurred  by  maUng  additions  to  our 
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Navy^  which  is  the  naOirtl  defence  of  this 
4ialion  in  all  times  of  danger^  it  has  greatly 
increased  the  Debt  due  o»  aixount  of  our 
Nary,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why 
that .  Debt  is  now  become  so  coosiderable. 

Some  of  those  accounts  relating  to  the 
Nayy-Dd[>ty  have  been  £ot  several  years 
miccesBively  lai({  upon  yourtidjle^  and  all 
of  twenty  except  some  &w  articles  which  ^ 
have  lately-accrued^  were  laid  before  the 
last  session  of  Parliament ;  and  for  what 
reasons^  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine, 
the  Parliament  never  thought  fit  to  pre- 
via for  those  deficiencies  or  to  pay  off 
any  part  of  that  Debt  which  hact  been 
tiiereby  occasioned;  though  I  must  sup- 
pose that,  as  the  accounts  were  regularly 
lakl  bdbre  the  Parliament,  when  the 
transactions  to  which  they  related  wei:e 
fresh  in  every  man^s  memory,  if  an  error 
or  fall^py  could  have  been  pointed  out,  or 
if  any  objection  cohld  have  been  made  to 
any  one  <tf^the  articles,  it  w(Aild  not  only 
iiave  been^taken  notice  of  in  this  House, 
but  would  have  been  made  a  subject  for 
clamour  over  the  whole  nation  ;  for  there 
alwavs  have  been,  and  I  hope  there  always 
will  be,  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  m 
this  House  not  only  capable,  but  ready 
and  willing  to  discover  any  Macies  that 
may  be  Artfully  foisted  into  our  public 
accotlnts  ;  and  if  any  such  discovery  had 
been  made,  those  who  are  disaiiected  to 
fall  Majes^'s  government  might,  and 
would  certamly  have  from  thence*  endea- 
voured to  have  raised  a  popular  clamour 
against  the  administration:  for  this  treason 
I  may  suppose,  that  all  the  accounts  upon 
your  tabie  have  already  been  sufficiently 
canvassed,  and  therefore  I  cannot  think 
there  is  anjr  occasion  for  appointing  a 
tdect  committee  for  that  purpose. 

As  for  the  artide.  Sir,  which  the  ho* 
kouraUe  scn^emen  have  been  pleased  to 
distingubh  by  a  particular  remark,  it  b 
certain  Uiat  houses,  docks,  dock^yards, 
and  magazines,  are  as  n^essary  fpr  the 
Support  of  our  Navy  as  shbs  of  war ;  and 
it  18  as  necessary  to  r^uiid  the  former, 
when  fallen  to  occay,  as  it  is  necessary  to 
rebuild  the  latter.  To  pretend  that  mmis- 
ters,  by  directions  from  his  Majtsty,  ought  j 
tkot  to  order  a  Dock,  Doclt^ard,  or  Ad- 
mirahy«>office  to  be  repaired  or  rebuilt, 
widiout  having  first  laid  die  same  before 
PSariiament,  fteems  to  me- very  extraor- 
dinary ;  it  may  be  as  well  pretended  that 
they  ought  not  to  order  a  man-of-war  to 
be're-bmh  or  repaired,  without  first  hav- 
ing laid  the  sasae  before  Parliament :  in 
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this  respect  the  sdm  can  make  ho  dif- 
lerence ;  it  is  the  nature  of  the  service 
only  we  are  to  regard,  when  we  are  to 
determine,  whether  it  ought  to  bo  laid 
before  Parliament  before  it  be  under- 
taken ;  and  surely  no  man  will  say,  but 
that  his  Majesty,  or  his  ministers  by  his 
direction,  may  give  orders  to  rebuild  a 
man  (^  war,  or  to  repair  or  r^uild  a  \ 
public  office,  wj^out  having  first  hud  di» 
a&ir  before  Parliament  for  their  appro- 
bation. I  believe  it  will  be'granted,  anS 
if  it  were  inquired  into  it  would  b^fodnd, 
*lhat  no  money  has  ,been  laid  out  in  this 
way,  nor  any  house  built,  but  what  were 
absolutely  nedessary  x  ftnd  if  there  had 
been  any  fallacy  in  the  accounts  rdadng 
to  that  expence,  as  they  have  been  long 
upon  the  table,  it  would  certainly  before 
now  have  been  taken  notice  of. 

Thus  it  must  appear,^  Sir,  that  the  story 
we  have»  been  tola  of  ^'steward's  running 
his  master  in  debt,  is  no  way  paralld  to 
tlie  present  case ;  for  this  natioii  has  beoi 
run  into  no  extraordinary  expence,  but 
what  had  not  only'the  authority  of  Fto- 
liament  before  it  was  undeHaken,  but  t^  ' 
approba^ion^of  Parliament  afler  it  was  laid 
out :  and  if  any  debt  has  been  contracted, 
if  the  funds  appropriated  fot  t])e  service  of 
the  year  have  proved  at  any  time  deficient, 
or  \i  any  services  have  been  incunred  which 
were  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  those 
deficiencies  and  those  services  have  been 
regulariy  laid'before  Parliameat  as  soon  ss 
they  cpuld  be  brought  into  an  account : 
and  it  is  veiy  certain,  if  a  steward  ^ouM 
run  his  master  into  no  expence  but  what 
he  had  a  previous  authority  for,  and  should 
foirly  and  honestly  lay  before  his  roaster 
every  year, or  as  often  as  it  <xiuldpo^blj 
be  done,  a  full  account  of  the  Debt  he 
had  contracted  in  the  preceding  year,  thst 
steward  could  deserve  no  censure  from  his 
master.  v 

Now,  Sir,  as  the  naming  of  a  sdect 
committee,  to  inquire  into  accounts  aad 
estiaaates,  is  a  very  extraordinary  method 
of  proceeding,  a  method  whidi  has  net  * 
been  practi^d  for  many  years,  and  never 
was  often  practised,  we  must  suppose  it  . 
will^e  a  general  alarm,  and  make  people 
imagine  that  some  firauds  have  been  com* 
mitted.  This  will  of  course  throw  a  re* 
flection  upon  his  Maieety's  government ; 
and  therefore  I  thinK  we  ought  not  to 
enter  into  any  such  method  witholit  soaM 
yery  strong  reasons ;  and  as  I  ^  see  no 
reason  for  our  entering  into  anyjaidi 
method,  as  I  can  see  no  food  that  can  bt 
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expecAd  from^y  suoh  method,  as  I  am 
convinced  it  mil  do  a  great  deal  of  mis* 
chief  by  rmsing  jealousies  and  fears  anipng 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  therefore  I  must  be 
against  the  motion. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  Mr.  Gyl?bon, 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll4|lr.  William  ^Pulteney, 
and  other  members  as  follows  :  ^ 

Sir  ;  It  is  fron^the  knowledge  I  have  of 
the  history  of  this  nation  in  paFtlcular,  and 
of  Europe  in  general,  that  I  am  so  sur- 
prised, witlL  respect  to  the  small  part  of 
our  public  crebts  paid  off,  notwithstanding 
the  continuance  of  all  our  taxes,  and  the 
vast  sums  that  haiie  been  raised  every 

fear ;  and  the  inore  I  consider  it,  the  less 
can  account  for  the  unprofitable  use  we 
have  made  df  suclj^la  long  t^tm  of  peace. 
But  I  am  still  more  surprised  to  hear  any 
ffentleman  say,  that  all  possible  methods 
nave  been  pursued,  either  for  diminishing 
the  public  annual  expence,  ot  the  annu^ 
interest  due  to  the  creditors  of  the  public; 
on  the  contrary  I  am  cjpnvinccd,  that  all 
possible  methods  have  oeen  pursued  for 
increasing  the  first,  and  no  opportunities 
have  been  en\^raced  for  reducing  either 
the  principal  or  the  interest  due  to  the 
creditors  of  the  public,,  but  such  as  durst 
Qot  be  refused  or  neglected. 

We  have  been  for  these  twenty  years  in 
a  continued  coui%e  of  public  peace,  at  least 
we  have  had  no  war  declared,  nor  any 
broil  with  any  of  our  neighbours ;  and  yet 
every  year  we  have  been  very  near  at  as 
great  an  expence,  as  we  were  at  in  aiiy 
one  year  of  the  heavy  war  in  king  William's 
reign :  we  have  had  numerous  armies  kept 
up  in  our  own  country,  we  have  main- 
tained many  princes  and  armies  in  foreign 
countries,  and  we  have  sent  many  expen- 
sive squadrons  into  almost  all  plac&  of 
the  world ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
a  reason  given  for  •any  of  our  naval  expe- 
ditions into  the  Baltic  or  Mediterranean,  by 
those,  whO'^e  now  for  our  looking  (quietly 
on  to  •ee  the  emperov  stript  of  his  do- 
minions in  Italy,  and  Muscovy  giving  so- 
vereigns to  its  neighbouring  kingdoms.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  a  f  eason  for  our 
being  so  alarmed  at  the  alliance,  only  be* 
tween  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  by  those 
who  now  seem  to  be  so  little  alarmed  at  a 
treaty,  not  only  of  alliance  but  of  con- 
ouest,  between  France,  Spain  and  Sar- 
dinia :  This,  Sir,  I  do  not  say  with  a  de- 
sign to  insinuate  that  we  have  as  yet  any 
great  reason  to  be  alarmed  at  this  last  al- 
Oance,  but  I  must  think  we  had  from  the 
[VOL.  IX.] 
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beginmng  much  greater  reason  to  be 
alarmed  with  it,  tmm  ever  we  had  to  be 
alarmed  with  the  fontler ;  and  I  must  think 
et  would  now  hav^  been  more  justifiable  to 
have  thrown  ourselves  into  the  arms  of 
the  emperor,  to  have  prevented  the  conse- 
quences of  this  last  alliance,  than  ever  it 
was  to  thi^w  ourselves  into  the  aihns  of 
France,  to  prevent  the  consequences  of 
the  fortner :  From  ^  which  I  inust  con- 
clude, either  that  a  great  part  of  the  ex- 
pence  we  have  formerly  been  at  might 
jiave  been  saved,  or  that  our  present  in- 
activity is  highly  inexcusable ;  and  which 
of  these  two  to  chuse  I  shall  leave  to  the 
gentlemen  who  now  so  strenuously  insist, 
that  for  these  last  twenty  years  we  have 
taken  all  possible  methods  to  diminish  our 
annual  expence. 

Nowi)  Sir,  as  to  the  diminishing  of  the 
interest  payable  t9  the  creditors  of  the 
public,  can  it  be  said  that  we  have  taken 
jiny  one  method  to  diminish  it,  but  what 
the^  nature  of  the  thing  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  nation  pointed  out  so  plainly,^ 
that  it  would  have  been  highly  criminal  m 
any  administration  to  have  neglected  the 
opportunity  ?  But  if  we  had  applied  the 
sinking 'fund  reg^arly  to  the  payment  of 
our  public  debts,  if  we  had  saved  that  ex- 
pencC^  which  has  been  thrown  away  in 
maintaining  numerous  idle  armies,  and 
sending  dut  many  idle  squadrons,  and  had 
applied  all  the  savings  to  the  same  honest 
purposes,  the  principal  of  our  public  debts 
would  have  been  so  greatly  r^uced,  that 
the  creditors  who  remained  unpaid  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  taken  what  interest 
we  pleased :  Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  the 
principal  would,  by  this  time,  have  been 
so  greatly  reduced,  that  the  three  great 
companies  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
passed  from  the  payment  of  any  future  in-, 
terest  upon  what  was  due  to  them,  in 
order  to  have  had  their  charters  continued. 

Whether  accounts  were  regularly  laid 
before  the  parliament  of  the  present  navy- 
debt,  yeany  as  it  became  oue,  is  what  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  deny,  because  I  do 
riot  really  know  whether  it  was  so  or  not, 
but  if  this  be  true,  which  I  shall,  in  com-  ^ 
plaisancb  to  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
admit,  it  is  the  strongest  argument  that 
can  be  siven  for  what  is  now  proposed ;  it 
is  a  full  confirmation  of  the  ola  proverb 
that  *'  what  is  every  man's  business  is  no 
man's  business,'  and  therefore  an  un- 
answerable argument  for  our  returning  to 
the  old  custom  of  parliament,  and  appoint- 
ingselect  committees  every  year  to  consider 
[9U]  , 
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and  examine  every  estimate  laid  bef<Mre 
tl6 :  for  I  hope  no  man  will  saj  but  that 
we  ought,  in  time  or  peace  especially,  to 
raise  as  much  within  the  year  as  wilF 
answer  the  service  of  the  year ;  and  if  an v 
deficiency  should  happen  in  the  funcu 
grant^  for  one  year,  or  if  i^sh^d  be 
found  that*  the  estimates  were  dencient, 
"  all  those  deficiencies  eught  certaiAl^jr  to  be 
madj^  ^oc^the  very  next^  year,  if is^cef- 
tainly  uu^nsist^  with  tlte  public  good  to 
leave   arrears  long  due,    because  when 


Debate  in  the  Cbfiypqfa  *t  ^   f     ^  [^  , 

the  affiiir,  it  would  i)e  fouid  that  thett  b 
but  a  small  part  o^e  Aebt»^4ueUpon  t|e 
Havt,  now  m  the  hand^of  t]ie  odginM 
creditors  of  the  puttie ;  aitd  even  fliis,  Sir, 
is  an  inquiry  n«t  i^worthy^bf 'the  rept^ 
sentatives  of  Gtiat  Britain  in  Parliament 
But,  Sir,  whatiever  fiy  interest  of  miniti* 
ters  may  l^,  it  is  certSjdy  the  interest  of 
the  public  to  pay  offtheiMebU  regularly, 
and  as  soon  as  possible ;  md  as  I  am  con- 
vinced ev!^  gentleman  now,^r  fbrmei^, 
in  this  House,  has,*anl,always  had  the  im 


1. 


tradesmen,  or  those  who  furnish  the  pub- 1  tetest  of  the  public  more^  h^^Uian  the 


lie  with  wi^at  is  necessary  fon  public  use, 
must  lie  for  3rear8  out  of  their  money,lt  is 
certain  they  neither  can  nor  will  serve  the 
public  so  cheap,  as  when  they  know  tjiey 
are  sure  of 'their  money  within  a  few 
months  after  the  goods  are  delivered ;  and 
^e  longer  any  of  those  arreara  stShd  un- 
paid, the  greater  priceiiiey  will  be  obliged 
to  pay  for  every  things  afterwards  bought 
fbrpublic  dse.      ^  ^ 

>  With  respect  to  ministers,  indeed,  ynd 
the  tools  employed  und^  Uiem,  t  must 
observe.  Sir,  that  it  is  of  great  advantage 
to  have  public  accounts  stand  long  in  ar- 
rear ;  and  this  advantage  is  greater  in  the 
navy  than  in  any  other  branch  cfT  public* 
busmess,  because  tradesmen,  and  oUiers 
who  serve  the  public,  but  especially  seft- 
men,  cannot  lie  long  out  of  thei|  mo^ey : 
if  they  cannot  get  their  money  soon  aror 
it  becomes  due,  they  must  so  to  usurers, 
ministerial  tools,  and  such  like  extor- 
tioners, to  sell  or  pledge  their  public  se- 
curities. This  brings  such  securities  to 
discount,  thc^  longer  they  are  of  being 
paid,  the  greater  discount  they  come  to 
De  at ;  so  tnat  at  last  they  furnish  a  plen- 
tiful harvest  to  ministers  and  their  fa- 
vourites ;  for  when  the  disconnt  upon  those 
^ecurifies  is  raised  to  a  sufficient  height, 
fn^isters  then  give  the  watch-word  fo  their 

Sents  and  favourites  to  go  out  and  pur- 
ase;  an^when  they  have  got  them  all, 
0r  most  of  them  into  their  hands,  then  the 
ministerial  bowels  be^in  to  yearn  for  the 
bufferings  of  the  pubhck  creditors,  in  ha^ 
ing  lain  so  long  out  of  their  mqhey ;  and 
t  great  merit  is  assumed  from  th^i^  coming 
to  a  compassidnate  resolution,  to  have  sucn 
or  such  a  class  of  public  creditors  paid  off^ 
this  House  is  always  tJo  good  natured  te 
refuse  such  a  just  reouest ;  and  thus  ex- 
tortioners get  the  fulrvalue  of  those  se- 
curities, which  they^purchase  at  a  great 
discount.  This,  Sir,  I  shall  not  say  is  the 
case  at  present ;  but  I  m\ist  say  I  am  apt 
to  believe,  if  an  en<}uiry  were  made  into 


interest  of  the  minister ;   therefore  I 
4:onvinced,  that  if  these  accounts  have 
been  Upon  our  table^alf  ^ft^other  gen- 
tlemen of  the  I]ouse  are  i^fthe  same  con-^ 
dition  with  me ;  4hey  ife  so^nt  fropa  ^v* 
ing  cai#assed  every  a^jide  of  tikih,  that 
?they  ire  quite  ignorant  ofyj^heir  having  . 
been  ever  bid  upon  the  table  befop  this 
session :  if  any  gentleman  had  but  c^  Ws 
eye  upon  such  accounts,  in  any  precM-'^ 
ing  session,  and  had  observed  n^  arrears 
standing  unpaid,  4or  unprovided  fbt^ 
parUameifty  nis  regard  for  the  pubUc,  ln»  ' 
*re^rd  for  the  distressed  creditors  of  the 
l>m>lic,  would  ^rtainly  havprprompted  him 
to  have  mopped  to  have  had  them  taken 
into  consideration, «and  paid  off  long  be-, 
fore  now ;  notUbg  could  have  prevented 
it  but  a  neglect,  which  M|^  been  occasion-^ 
^d  by  its  not  having  been  made  the  con- 
ceqf  of  any  particular  set  of  ma( ;  and  for 
tliis  reason  we  never  ought  to  think  it  suf* 
figient  to  have  accounts  or  estimates  laid 
upon  our  Qiblb,  we  ought  always  to  refer 
theconsiileration  of  them  to   sdect  com- 
mittees ;  and  thus,  by  making  it  the  par* 
tioula^  business  of  a  few|>  we  may  expect 
they  will  never  be' neglected  as'Uiose  nofr 
bef^  uk  sefun  to  have  been,  by  their  har> 
ing  Deen  left  to  the  care  of  the  whola 
House. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  tbe  ho- 
nburable  gentlemen,  when  thiy  say,  that 
the  nature  af  the  service  is  onigr  to  be  re- 
garded, ^hen  we  tre  to  determine,  whe» 
flier  it  ougAt  or  ought  not  to-  be  laid  be- 
fore the  parlj^unlnt ;  for  in  my  opinion, 
the  sum  to  be  -laid  out  ought  likewise  to 
f>e  considered :  if  the  sum  be  but  snail, 
and  the  nature  of  the  service  such  as  ofiea 
x>ccurs,  it  may  be  undertakeft  without  any 
particular  au&ority  from  parliament;  bitt 
if  the  sum  be  mrge,  though  the  nature  of 
the  service  be  such  as  of&n  occurred,  and 
has  generally  been  undertaken  without 
any  particular  directions  from  parliaments, 
yet  such  direction  become  necenaiy  when 
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S  the  sum  II  much  Ifll'ger  than  what   is 

^  iiroall J  reqi^red  for  that  service :  his  Ma- 
le^ may,  ^without  doubt,  give  orders  to 

^^lutveNa  man  of  war,  or  perh^  hAf  a  do- 
%em  in  a  jey,  reiiair^^-^{but  if  bj ^ay 
gri^  misfortune,  h  sfa|^[^  become  neces- 
sary to  lay  out,  in  any  .one,  tvro  or  U)ree 
jeanf,  aVery  lai^e  sun^for  ^|^  puipose, 
jtat  Ki0uld  then  hMroper  to  latffnat''  neces- 
si^  t^fore  pa&oieitf ;   and  I  think  no 

-^.iJHiister  ought Ttruxidertake  s!tch  an  e^^- 
iiwraordinary  service  wfitl^out  having  ^first 
obtained  an  authoril^nbom  parljiuxient  for 
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•o  ddl/fiz :  ii>the  case  nmntioned,  I  Relieve 
it  will  oe  granted,  that  the  building  qf 
^  houses  is  a  serviceAhat  does  not  oftfti  oc- 
^  ci{r ;  #nd  I  am  veny  sure  the  sum  that  has 
^  been  laid  out,  and  whicly'now  makes  a 
great  part  of  oiir^avy  debt,  is  a  much 
larger  tsfim  than  was  ever  laiA  out  in  ^is 
nation  upon  such  a  sei^to,  in  so  smill  a 
n^fiaber  of  year?^  nay,  I  do  not  know  but 
it  amounts  to  nftre  tjwi  W||^  eter  hcfy/b 
expended  in  this  nation  j^nijilding  docks 
or  &ny  pther  sort;  of  buildings  for  tl^  use 
of  the  navy,  or  the  officen|  o^our/iai^ ; 
and  therefor^,  both  with  respect  to  the 
nature  c>fth^  servicl,^j|^d  the  %um  to  be 
laul  ouff  it  ought  not  to  ha^  been  uflder- 
l2|ken  without  a  pr#^us  mithority  IroqC 
parliament.      ^  '     '-m  -    ^  ^ 

Sir,  if  the  nation  has  been  run  inro  any 
unnecessary  expence,  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
it  said,  that  nothing  has  been  undertaken 
without  the  apprloatjon  of  ^parliament ; 
butf  Sir,  if  it  were  so,  the  authority  or 
the  i^probationfof  former  parlHim^tsdm 
be  no  reason  for  our  foUowips  their  ex- 
'Si-ample,  in  giving  ouriautkofl^for  un8er 
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picion,  Ihd  a  just  one  top,  of  th^  conduct 
of  parliament :  we  ought  to  consider  what 
it  was  that  gave  the  parliament  in  king 
•Charles  IPs  reign,  th^  ignominious  epi- 
thet it  is  now  branded  with ;  and  if  the 
people  should  conceive  an^  such  suspicion 
of  this  or  any  future  parliament,  it  would 
raise  real  jealousies  among  them,  it  would 
make  them  ilespair  of  ever  having  their 
grievancis  redressed  in  a  legal  way,  and 
that  despair  might  drive  them  into  the 
mo^t  vjplent  methods  of  seeking  redress ; 
therefore  I  iwSh  gentlemen  would,  upon 
Idl  occasions,'  djstij^ruish  a  little  between 
his.Majestjj^  a^d  his^  ministers,  and  nev^r 
allow  u^npspect  they  have  for  the  latter 
to  oveflMiSnce  th^T  duty  they  owe  to  the 
fonner. 

The  respect  that  former  parliaments 
h^e  shewn  to  the  ministers  for  the  time 
bSng,  and  the  ^reat  confidence  put  by 
parliament  in  their  conduct,  is^  I  am  afraid, 
one  gfeat  cause  that  the  natSon  now  re- 
mains under  such  a  load  of  debts  and 
taxes;  and  therefore  it  is  high  time  for 
us  to^|assume  that  jealousy  which  has  so 
^en  prov^  to  be  of  the  mosc  signal 
beiiefiP  t#  "^  ^is  nation.*  We  have  been 
.  tidking',^  Sir,  of  putting  ours^e^in  a  cou- 
pon to  compel  the  acceptation  of  the 
terms  of  peace  we  are  to*  propose,  Jbut  I 
wish  we  may  not  find  that  our  neighbours 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  rour  cif  cum- 
st^^es  to  l^e  afraid  of  any  thing  we  can 
do;  jithey  know  that  our  people  are  already 
as  jbeaWly  taxed  as  th^  6an  bear :  they 
know  tiaVall  those  taxes  are  already  en« 
gaffed,  either  fof  Jhe  payment  of  our  » 
^— ,  -_  p ,^-^^ debts  or  for^the  sup|»Ort  of  ou/ civil  go- 
taking  such  seryi|2i38  ^r  ^ears  to^ome,  as '  ^  vemment ;  cftn  it  tfe^^supppsed  that  our 
they  have  authorised  ^r  years  past:  ife<' menaces  will  hav^  great  mfiuence  upon 

any  of  their  resolutions?  but  if  they  should 
find,  that  our  parliamSht  wer^  beginning 
to  look  closel^int^  tfte  management  of 
our  public  a&tfs,  they  would  firom  theijge 
conclude,  that  the  best  use  would  be  made 
of  every  shilling  hereafter  to  be  raised ; 
that  people. would  contribute  with  the 
mpre  alacrity,  and  from  thence  they  ivill 
probably  be  mduced  to  give  some  atten-  ^ 
tion  to  whatever  we  may  think  necessary " 
to  propose,  for  restoring  the  peace  of 
Europe.  For  this  reason,  if  there  were  no 
other,  we  ought  to'  agree  to  what  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to 
propose. 


are  under  no  greater  obligwon  jUMmm-ove 
of  what  was  approv^  of  d^  ^tlife  vS-y  last 
l^rliament,  th^  that  paiiiapnei^t  in  king 

-  Chaites  IPs  reign,  called  *  The  Pension- 
-ary  Parliament\  ^     f^- 

To  pretend  that  whft  is  now  proposed 

ftwiU  raise  jealousies  among  fh^  people,  or 

give  them  any  suspicions  pf  his  iVf ajetty's 

government,  18  aa  argument,  I  fin^^  always 

.  to  be  brought  in  when  any  attempt  is  made 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers;  .but  I  would  have  gentlemen 

^i  consider,  tl^t  the  proper  business  of  par- 
liament is  to  inquire  into  the  conduct^ of 
ihinisters ;  and  if  thej>eopl^  find  th&t  such 
attempts  are  always  over-ruled,  it  will  give 
lliem  a  suspicion^  not  only  of  his  Majesty's 
jgovemment,  and  the  conduct^of  his  minis- 
^  WIS,  but  it  will  give  them  likewise  a  sus- 


Then  the  ouestion  being  put  upon  sir 
Willj^  Wyndham's  motion,  it  was,  imon 
a  div^ion,  carried  in  the  nsgative,  by  198 
to  168. 


^#  * 
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Proceedings  in  ike  Commons  relating  to 
the  Privilege  of  Franking  Letters^  and  to 
certain  Abuses  in  the  Post  Qffke*^  Feb.  26. 
Mr.  Walter  Plumer  movedy  That  the  copy 
of  his  Majesty's  warrant,  whereby  letters 
are  permitted  to  pass  free  froih  the  duty 
payable  upon  Post-letters,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  upon  the  19th  instant, 
be  read ;  which  was  done  accordingly,  and 
is  as  follows  :* 

*G.  R.  , 

•  Whereas  we  are  given  to  understand, 
'  that  the  revenue  aiasing  by  the  Genend 
*  letter-office,  or  office  of  postmaster  gene- 

: ^ L^ 

*  **  About  this  time,  some  of  the  gentlemen 
in  the  opposition,  to  increase  the  outcry  against 
the  minister,  j^ve  out,  that  the  letters  were 
op4»ned  at  the  Post-house ;  and  Mr.  Plummer 
made  a  motion,  for  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's 
Warrant,  whereby  letters  were  permitted  to 
pass  free  from  the  duty  payable  upon  post  let- 
ters. This  motion  was  not  opposed  by  the  mi- 
nister, though  he  foresaw  to  what  it  tended. 
On  the  96th  of  February  the  warrant  was  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  ;^and  Hktreby  it 
appeared,  that  the  priTileges^of  franjjng  w&s 
granted  by  the  crown  to  the  ^^t  offices  of 
state,  an/  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
When  it  was  laid  before  the  House,  great  ^- 
ceptions  were  taken  at  its  being  signed  by  the 
Lords  of  the  treasury ;  as  if  the  privilege  ^ 
franking  had, been  owing  to  the  fa?ourofthe 
minister ;  upon  the  principle,  that  all  ai:ts  of 
the  crown  were  to ,  be  regarded  as  acts  orthe 
minister.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  far  from 
\  indicating  the  praetice  of  opening  the  letters 
of  members;  but  he  acouainted  the  House, 
that  unless  the  ministry  had  a  discretionary 
pqAver,  in  tinnes  of  nobhc  danger,  of  ordering 
letters  to,  be  o|>enecl  at  the  post-house,  there* 
would  be  no  discovering  any  bad  practices ^ 
against  the  government:  andf  for  the  truth  of 
his  assertion,  he  an^aled  to  the  experience  of 
the  nation  and  of  that  House  in  the  case  of  the 
bishop  of  Rochester,  and  of  almost  all  tlie  con- 
sfiiracies  that  have  been  carried  on  against  the 
government  ever  since  the  institution  of  the 
postvoffice.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that 
granting  that  to  be  true,  the  abuse  of  the  prac- 
tice defeated  all  its  design  ;  because  conspira- 
tors well  knowing  that  their  letters  would  be 
o{^ned,  never  would  trust  their  correspondences 
to  the  pNOst-office.  Gentlemen  even  went  so 
lar  as  to  insinuate,  that  the  minister  incoturaged 
such  practices,  in  order  to  come  at  the  know- 
ledge of  the  private  dealings  and  circumstances 
of  merchants.  At  last,  a  Committee  to  en- 
quire into  that  affaur  was  moved  for  and  named  ; 
and  highly  to  the  disappointment  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  opposition,  the  motion  was  not 
opposed  by  sir  Robert  Walpole  or  his  ffiends, 
who  were  only  for  restricting  it  from  encroach- 
ing upon  the  secrets  of  government. 


Proceedings  rdaiingio  the  [fflK)  ^ 

<  raly  hath  heretofore  suffered  great  pr^u-  ^ 

<  dice  by  the  free  carriage  ofa  great  num- 

<  ber  1^  letters  and  pacquets,  from  time  to 

*  time,  which  ought  to  have  beeie^piid  for  * 
«  according  to<the  acts  of  pa^iament  in  that 

<  behalf;  and  that,'  for  restraining  the  mis- 

<  chief  attendingiiuch  practices,  our  rojral 

*  predece^rs  have  dire<;^ed,  from  time  to 

*  time,  b^warrant  under  their  royal  sign 

*  manual^  to  whom  tba||^d  freedom^  of 
«  sending  or  receiving  free  any  lettcrs'-ot^ 

*  pacquets  should  ^  granted  or  allowcdT 

*  our  will  and  pleaJsure,  therefore,  j^,  and 

<  we  do  hereby  require  and  command, 

*  Tbpit,  from  henceforth,  you  permit  and  ^ 
^  suffer  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  to 

*  send  or  receive  free  fiiy  letters  or  pac-    ,* 

*  quets,  whictf  by  virtye^f  the  said  acts  of 

*  parliament|  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be 

*  paid  as  aforesaid  except  our  principal  Se« 

<  cretaries  of  State  for  the  time  being,  the 
4  Commi^ionars  of    our- Treasury,  now 

<  being,  an(^par  ^tigh  Treasurer,  or  the 
m        

«This  <M^ned  a  very  curious  scene  of  en- 
qdlby^  For  it  appeared,  that  when  the  bifl 
grantitiflr  t)ie  post- revenue  to  Oharles  H.  went 
to  the  House  of  Lor^  the  Commoni^ent  it  up 
witl^a  clause,  reserving  to  tbemselva  the  Pri- 
vilege of  Frankinfr  in  the  same  manner  tbey 
uew  enjoy  ^t  The  Lords  finding  no  such  pro- 
visiofi  jn  th^  bill  for  them,  and  thinking  it  to  be 
a  Mon^-bill,  passed  it  without  t^at  danse  ; 
and  the  whole  bUl  must  have  been  thrown  out  ' 
when  it  was  sent  back  to  the  Commons,  had 
not  the  ministry  eiven  them  assurance^  that 
their  letters  should  come  and  go  free.  Accord- 
ingly, the  king  gave  orders^which  were  nrint- 
ed)  *  that  the  tarmers  of  the  Post-office  should     ; 

<  sdffer  all  ilngleslett^rs,  but  not  packets,  sen^' 

*  by  the':post<«ffice  to  or  from  any  member  of 
'either  House  of  Parliament,  to  ffo  free,  with* 
'  out  pa^^ment  of  an  v  things  for  me  post  tbere- 
<of?  Noti^ithslanding. this  order,  the Hoosa 
thought  the  privil^c  of  franking  so  much  tbfir 
right,  thaMhc^  October  19, 1066)  conamitted 
an  officer  of  the  post-house  for  chargfbg  the 
letters  ofibembers  vjrith  postage :  and  when  the 
post-office  revenue '  was  settled  by  the  crown 
upon  the  duke4>f  York,  his  royal  highness  waa 
so  i«r  from  thinking  he  had  a  ri^t  to  stop  or 
charge  franks,  that  he  sent  sir  rnilip  Frowde, 
who  managed  the  office  for.  him,  to  desire  the 
assistance  of  the  House  in  punishing  certain 

Momeys  who  bad  counterfeited  franks. 

**  Tliis  and  other  evidence  being  l^d  before  - 
the  Committee,  they  made  a  Report,  and  agreed^ 
upon  a  set  of  Resolutions  which  seemed  repug- 
nant to  the  prerogative  exercised  by  the  crown 
in  the  order.  But  the  matter  was  loo  trifling, 
and,  indeed,  too  doubtful  to  be  contested  on  tk« 
part  of  the  minister,  ^bo  suffered  the  Resolu- 
tions, ai\er  some  immattrial  aroeadments,  to 
pass."    Tbdal. 
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PfivUege  ofFraMng  L^ers. 

A.  D.  17*5. 

^  Commiisionen  i>f  iour  Treasury,  &r  the 
time^bemffy  and  therSecretari^  to  th# 
iVSaWytor  tfie  timebeingythe  Secretary 
at  War,  jtbe  i^eeret&rj  of  our  Admiraltv. 
our  lieutenant-geoeral,/>r  othenclief  GJM 
vemor  or  governors,  of  our  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, fo/tjbe  time  being,  and  his  or  their 
seciretary ;  ^ceptine  a£o  the  members  of 
both  "^our  Ilou^s  of  parliament,  during 


every  sessi^  of  parliament,  and  for  foirty    phunts  were  made  by  several^Members, 
days#bef<^e,  and  forty  v^ys  aitw^  eVery  |  that  their  ' 


sessioi^;  $o  as  the  letters  or  paci|uetslb 
l:^  franked,  by  virtue  of  thisH)iiu)  autho- 
rity for  the  members  of  parliament  *of 
ekhXr  Jlonse  do  not  exceed  the  weight 
.i>f  two  ounce^s :  and  ournirther  pleasure 
ifl^  Thlit  our  said  Secr^staries  ai  State, 
^mmtssioners  of^jir  treasury,  and  our 
high  treasurer,  and  the  secretaries  of  the, 
trea«ur]|  our  secretary  a(  war,  and  tike 
secreUry  to  our  admiralty,  our  lieutenant 
o»  chief  ^vefi-nor  of  our  kitt^doi%of  Ire- 
land for  the  time  being;  and  his  secretary, 
or  any^f  then%pow  oi^or'the  time  being, 
shall  not,  at  any  time  or  times,  permit  or 
suffer  ai^  person  or  piSlfsQps  wnatsoever 
to  send  any  pftv^e  liters,  under  cover, 
to  them,  tne  same  not  beinnfor  our  ser- " 
vie*,  hm  what  they  fkM  immediately 
send  to  the  said  geneJajl^ost-office,  to  be 
taxed,  and  deliv^^  from  thence ;  aiyl 
shall  not  cover  any  |)6rs(ms  letters  wha(m 
soever,  other  than  their  ow»;  and  that 
^ey  shall  give  strict  orders  t&  the  respec-^ 
tive  secretaries  and  d^t^  underrthem  to 
eovem  theiQselves  aecordfngly :  And  we 
do  also  will  and  require  you  to  make  our 
pleasure  known  to  the  members  of  ouir 
said  Houses  of  farliament,  that,  forjpre- 
ventin^«>the  abuses,  which,  as  we  have 
been  mfotmed,  hav#«  been  frequently 
practised  with  diveis  persons,  who,  not 
being  members  of  either  Of  our  said 
Houses  of  parliament  thera6elves,^4iave 
yet  presumed  to  indorse  on  tl^i»  letters 
the  names  of  such  as  were;  as  also  to 
direct  their  letters  to  members  of  parlia- 
ment, when,  at  the  same  time,  such  let- 
ters do  not  really  belong  to  or 'concern 
the  members  to  whom  the  same  are  di- 
rected, we  do  expect,  that  the  members 
ofboth  Houses  do  constantly  iadorse  their 
own* names  on  their  own  letters,  with 
their  own  hand-writing;  and  that  they 
do  not  suffer  any  letters  whatsoever^  other 
than  such  as  concern  themselves,  to  pass 
under  their  frank,  cover,  or  direction,  to 
the  diminution  and  prejudice  of  our;£aid 
revenue ;  and,  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be 
your  warrant«--Givenf(^  our  court  at  St. 


«  James's  this  18th  day  of  October  11r27^in^ 

*  the  first  year  of  %ur  jfiign^By  Mi  MaA 

*  jesty's  comqppiand.^£  Walpole,  Cha. 

*  Turner,  Geo.  Dodingtoi^  Geo.  Ox- 

>.  ri&DEN,  Will.  Claxiton.' — To  our  |rus-  * 
ty  and  well-beloved  Edward  Carteret  and^ 
Edward  Han||in,  Aquires,  our  poitmas- 
tfi%ene?ak  > 

'  Tne  Warrant  having  been  read,  Copt'-'^ 


Lettys  were  ho*  onTyAcharjzed 
^at  the  Post-office,  but  that  tbey  were  often  v 
broker  open  and  perused  by  the^clerks : 
that  tbis  practice  of  peaking  6pen  letterft^ 
warhecome  freouen^  and  was  so  publiclju 
known,  that  the  i^rery  end  for  which  that 
lj{>eity  was  given^o  the  pi^tmaster  mchs  ^  . 
entirely  disappointed';  for  the  intention 
being  at  Arst.to  discover  any  treasonable 
correspondence  that  might  be  carried  otf 
against  the  government, that  intentionim 
reidtred  altogether  Vain,  because  by  t^    f 
practice  fl£  opening  letters  being  so  .fte- 
quent,  ^d  §o  well  Jcnown,  it  wasyeraii) 
>  that  up  man  would  carry  oii  any  treason/^' 
able  .correspondence  by  mekns  of  the  post- 
ofica;  so  th^t  tftie  liberty  ^ven  to  hreaik 
open  letter^,  at  the  post-o^c^  could  now  $  ^ 
serve  no  purpose^  but  t*  enable  the  little 
clo-ks  about  that  ,office  to  pry  into  the  pd^ 
vate  a£^s  of  every  merchant,  and   of 
evevpr  gentleman  in    tlie  kingdom.    t|A.t  '* 
last  it    was   insistdl,  that  the  Warrant 
then   laid    before    the    House   w|ts  not 
the    last    warrant   granted   by^  his  Ma- 
jesty,  nor   the   warrant    by   whic^  the 
post-masters  then  acted ;  and  therefore  it 
was  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  that  aflair.   Mr.  Phiiper's 
motipn  ^  as  supported  by  Mr.  Li^e,  ]V|r, 
Heatheote,  Mr.  P^ilteney,  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  Mr.  Perry ;  wc^  in  sope  measure  0]>- 
posed  by  siy  EobeH  Walpole,  and  M^. 
'Henry  Pelham,  byt  at  last  they  agreeing 
to  the  motion,  provided  that  a  CoiQimttee  ' 
did  dot  inquire  into  anj  thing  that  might  ' 
tend  to  the  discovering  the  secrets  of  the 
government ;  a  committee  was  appointed, 
accordingly. 

March  28.  Mr.  Pli^ner .reported  from 
the  ^id  Committee,  That  th^  had  exa- 
mined the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  same  as  it  ap- 
peared to  them,  together  with  their  Reso- 
lutions thereupon,  to  the  House  ;  which 
Report  being  read,  and  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  the  same  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  the  16th  of  ApriL 

April  16.  Tlie  House  proceeded  to  take 
into  consideration  the  said  Report,  which 
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^.  Wtf  i^ctd  tegediar  widf  the  Beidationi  of 


^pi  ComndKefi*  at'fol|pw»< 

<<  Tbe  Coitfmitteerlto  wlAm  the  cogjr  of 

^  his  JVIajestJ^s Warrant,  whereby letter»gre 

permitted  to  pass  ^ee  from  the  duty  f^%a- 

^  ole  upon  post  lettei#  waiLreferred,  have 

Set;  and,  pursitfuit  to  the  or(^'r  o||^ 
ouse,  examined  the  matter  thereof^:  "Wo 
^  lAichpurnose, 

«  Ti^  ;^ojpiq|ittee,  ia  the  first  plac^jtd 
thought  it  necessary  to  ilSquire^  from  wl^^f 


*5jj       ^  time  tbe  Privilege  oi^  franking  DIttenf 

^oijmnenced,  and  ia  what  manner  it,  had 

,Jbeen  enjoyed,  by  i!^  House  ^  CoiAupn^ ; 

^  "^and  havmg  examifcied  tiffe'  first  steps"  of  the 

'  ^  Act,  which  jrranted  the*  Post-reve^jje  to 

5^'"  *Ifc  Majesty ndng  iihSrles  the,  2d,  tW^jf 

jfindy'in  the  raper-bill,  which  ren^iiis  in  the 

<ustody    of  the  ple^k  of  tiuTtHouse,  a 

m  clause,  providinAana  enacting*; 

,,    ^    -  r « That  all  theJetterg  whicl^  at  any  t|me 

^'4  *  bereafter,  be  sent  by  or%nto  any  6lr  the 

^Jl^igbts^  citi^^ens,  aim  burges^^,. chosen, 

I  and^ntinmng,  to  oe  niei|be]%,of  the^ 

'  Parliament « of  Eagland^  and  Biting  the 

*  parliament,'  shall  *be  frteW^^d  Wil^out 


•  conveyec^by'  all  and  every  lette^pbsl^ 
'  establish^iby  mis  act  accordhig  to'lhe 
'€[irectk>n  ofUie  saidlAtera:    any  thin^ 

*  ip  this  act  *to  tl^e  ^contrary  not^H(^hfi|an£' 


as  ^kflears  by  the  Ofoumals  of  the  House 
of  i!!bmaftns,  as  your  Committee  suppose ; 
be<|id6e  there  was  no  provision  made  for 
their  letters  passing  free ;  and  because,  as 
it  was  .a  Money-bill,  they  could  not  make 
imy  wKjition  to  it,  though^hey  took  upon 
tjiem  fX>  leave  oi\fi  pdrt  of  it ;  #hiph  Occa- 
sioned some  difBcult|U  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  aboilt  passing  the  Bill ;  to  facl 


atelyiiUf  which,,  ^ur  Confisiittee  fiq^t 
jHin0^Ptoer'deli|ered^in  to  m&a^  l^a^p 
ni»e  post-oftce,  i|il)fule<t»  ^  Af^  &Mift  of  \ 

*  i  warrant  from  t^%Kia|[»  d^^ted Mavl4th' 
|^66£»  «nd  signed'EdwaML  Nlcholfi  aiid 
Wi]li2ni%Iorric^  the  {hem  secretaries  d 
state  ;  which  runs  in  the  ibUming  wor^ : 

« Charles ii.    •/  #*'  , 

'ThetKing^>eiiig   WQpie<Uby  h^^  J 

*  nrincigal  <6ecratari^  of  Snte,That  the 
f  B^n^rs  of  padialu^t  seefced  unwilling 
^  p^  for  thi  posta^  of^igletten    * 

*  duxm^i^e  sitting  of  parlianjAlfhis  Mv* 
'^jesty^^was  thereupon  sraciously  plea^ 

<  to  give  dir^tjljms  to  tne  ^f^™|n|'of>hif 

<  Post-office,^9pat  ^  sindejettei^unitt    . 

*  packets^  sent^rby  the  rost-offiie,  tjpV 
^  from  any  member  of^ither  Hou|e  of  m- 
'  liaiqent,  go  firee,  Tmhout  paymei))  of  w 

j»^^ing  for  the  port^  thereof.       ^  n 

"^idrW&rr*it  being  objfced  fitfti 
the  Kidg,'  (m  the  represen%tigi^  of  the  S«;  % 
jcr^tari!^?  of  State^  That  the  members  were 
unwilling  to  pfiy  fpr  thek  letters,  coafinoi  * 
your  sCommittee  in  the^pinioD,  That  it 
was  granted  ini^nsefuen9e  of  former  ai« 
sttrai\eergivAl»  ^  ^ 


aay  chard^  lifito  them,  saf^  carridd  and^  ^  "l  ^Mfour  Con|pnttffepflKeededloexaminie 
"       ^  ^  -  -       -Y^t^  Joum%  ^Lthis  HofiiM^  ittdi^fiodiil 

i  so  so<m  aMr  the  establismns  the 


tfia 
That 

Post-office,  as  tBife  f  9th  October  16eS,  this 
^try  is  fiiade^'       c^        ^ 
f^  «  OrdeirodyTh^  E^hvard  Roberts  be  seqf 


Which  ClaijsewaslefkoAby  the  L^sfir*  for,  in  CS^stody  of  the  Serieant  at  .^W 

9f  or  his  deputy,  to  answer  his  abuse  sm4 


breacn  ot  PyvKftp,  in  exactii^  money 
of  the^members  or  this  House  mr  Pos^ 

'i^  betters.  ^  " 

**  October  23d,  1666,  Ordered,  Th# 

<  ESward  Roberts  oe  lischar^^  of  h^ 

*  commitment  to  Gbe  Serjeaj^t  at  Ani% 

•  paying  h&  fee^^^ 
**  Your  JCommitteeifind.ai^ther  Entry* 


Mtate  which,  yoiit  Commrtte%  have  reasoiv^ '  dat^  February  6th,  1€66,  in  these  words.; 


to  beMeve,  that  tne  ptAons  who  had  then 

*  the'hfciour  to  «e?ve  the  crown,  and^who 

were  member^  4ir(he  House  of  Commons, 

gave  the  rest  #f  the  members  assurances, 
^at  their  letters  should  pass  free,  though 
they  passed  the  Bill,  wij|;hout  ib^isting  upon 
thatclauai.    *     *^    .     *    .  * 

**  And  your  Coiftmittee  think  themselves 
warranted  in  this  belief,  as  well  firom  the 
tradition  cf  several  old  members,  as  by 
obseiting^  that  the  parliament  which 
gran^  uus  Revenue  was  dissolved  on 
uxe  29th  day  of  December  1660,  thesame 
day  that  the  Bill  had  the  royal  assent ;  and 
the  next  puliament  which  was  called  met 
on  the  8th  day  of  May  1661 ;  immedi- 


^  sir  Phil^>'Frowde,  who 
wiA  th^  management  of  the 


is  entrusted 

Post-office 

Jt>y  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Yorl(, 

*  being  called  ifl  to  the  bar  of  this  Hous^ 

*  and  ^ing  information,  That  certaia  Ay 

*  toiliies,  and  in  particular  one  Peter  Masoq^ 

*  do  take  upon  tnem  te  supersoribe  letters, 

*  in  the  n^e  of  members  of  this  House, 

*  to  have  the^i  caii^ied  ^atis ;   thereby 

*  his  highness  is  abilsed  iq  his  reyenuSr 

*  and  the  privilege  of  parliament  infrinffed.'  v 

"Ordered  that  it  be  referred  t(f  thp 
^  Committee  of  privilespes,  to  examine  the 

*  abuse  and  breach  of  privilege  objected 

*  ajjUn^one  Peter  Mason,  an  attoroey^ 

*  and  olhersi  in  auperscribing  the  mo^ 
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it,  w]tcJrwqre*\Ji^^ 


jSiioSege  vfF^^tting  LffHeri^  •  ^ 

*  stamp  H.  J.  upon  it,  wu_        ^_  ^^, 
<  initial  l^i^  of  Henry  J|tques,  ffis  |^e-  ' 

*  decessoi'  ih  tl)e(|^ce,  under  wihiafhift^ 

*  learned  the  art  oF^din^  outfal^^ank^ 

*  as  he  termfM^em :  which  still  continues 

*  a  malfk  among  them  for  that  garpose : 

*  that  another  motive  for  his  charging  dte 

*  letters  of  members  is,  when  he  knbws  the    ^ 
member  to    be   in  mourning,  and  hit  - 


'  «« lyT  membtfi^  %rthis,H0US(^to  their  dWn 

<  fetterll  tifnate  them  carri^  gratis ;  and 

*  teppti   the  matter,  with  t])eir  opinion 

<  therein,^ to  the  House;    and  that  thi^ 

*  CoD^llee  do  sit  diis  aft.emoon,  at  two  of 
^     'th^lock.*  " 

**ou5  Committee   conside^ng,  JTiat 
;  tfie  duke  of  York  enjoyed  this  revenue 
under  the  crown,  Conceive,  that  this  must 
be  looked  upon  as  the  strongest  acknow- 
ledgment, t|)at  the  fVanking  of  letters  was^ 
^  pc^lqge  of  this  Houae|;  and  the  po^'^ 
^  ilui^rs  then  were  so  ^r  from  thinking 
themselves  it' liberty  to   strike  out  the 
lilmiesl^f  members  signed  by  themselves, 
that  they  tiiough|  themsehrqp  obliged^ 
desire  m  asastande  lof  the  House  of  Com- 
liions,  when  die  name  ol  a  member  ap- 
pieared  upon  a  letter,  though  counterfeit- 

•  ed.  t' 

**  Your  CoJhmittee  tihought  it  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  thegr  RepcM  tedious,  by 
inserting  all  the  orders  they  found  upon  the 
Journals  relating  ^  the  Post-^ce,  not 
doubting,  but  that  these  already  mentioned 
jrere  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  House,  That 
*tl|e  privilege  of  having  their  letters  go 
hme  nas  been  enjoyed  b;^the  members  of 
}  Ae  House  of^Oommons,  as  long  as  the  re- 
venue has  been  enj«yed  by  tHb  crown. 

*«  Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  iCfficers  belonging  to  the  Post 
office :  and  the  person  who  could  ^ve  the 
tnost  material  evidence  iti  the  affiur,  then 
bdbre  the  Committee,  w^  Mr.  Edward 
Cave,  who  called  lilmself  supervisor  of  the 
franks ;  mn^  acquainted  the  Committee, 
'*  That  his  Dusiness  was  to  controul  letters, 

*  and  to  duuqg^  those  not  permlttea  by  the 

*  king's  wan^t  to  go  me :  that,  at  his 

<  entrance  into^his  office,  ii^  IT^l^be  had  a 

*  *  general  direct^  to  charge  all  letters  not 

*  i#iolly  superscribed  by  the  member;  and 

*  had  orders  likewise  to  p harge  those  that 
^wete  not  about  the  member^s  business ; 

*  and  this  was  supported  by  the  governors,* 
Beine  asked,  v!^t  rule  he  had  to  Jcnow 

'  whether  letters  were  about  the  member's 
^    ^pisineas  or  not  ?    he  gave  the  i^llowing 

0lles,  whidi,  he  said,  diredCed^fiim; 
«    <  That  a  letter  coming  from  a  place  where 

'  he,  kniew  the  member  signing  was  not, 

*  VfUB  a  teason  to  him  to  think  it  not  about 
*-tbe  member's  business,  and  to  charge  it  ^ 

*  tliat  h^  could  frequently  see,  by  the  help 

*  of  a  -candle,  through  a  cover  directed  to 
^  a  member,  an  inclosed  Ibtter  directed  to 
«  Mother  person ;  in  which  case,  his  way 

*  was  to  charge  it,  and  to  notify^  its  not 

<  bcdng  i^out  a  member^  ^business,  or^ 


'  letter  is  not  sealed  with|tlack  wax :  that 

*  he#equei^ly  Aesses;  and  members  Idt- 

<  ters  may  somemnes  >e  char||^d,  through 

*  mistake ;  but  that  t^n  they  ^e  always  ^ 
« ready  to  return  the  memblfts  the  money 

<  so  charged ;  that  when  he  is  in  doubL  he 

*  alwavs  thinks  it  better  to  tax,  bearu^  in 

*  miqd  the  postmaster-general's  maxim^ 

*  We  can  give  redres^t  any  time,  but  can 

<  never  recover  whatsis  slipt:  that  he  has 

<  Observed  the  franks  increase  with  e^j^ry 

<  new  parliament :  that  as  the  new  myn- 

*  hers  do,  and  have  a  right  to,  frank  Tet- 

<  ters,  those  who  were  in  the  lafi|;  parlia- 

*  ment  d()  not  willingly  part  withlJhat  pri- 

*  vilege,  a^,  by  the  acquaiptance  they 

<  still  have  m  the  House  ofCooimDns,  they 

<  get   blank  franks,  "which  being  suaer- 

*  scribed  by  the  said  old  members,  whose 

*  hand-writing  he  is  acquainted  with,  he 

*  apprehends  it  to  be  the  business  of  the 

*  member  of  the  lait  parliament,  and  then 

<  strikes  #thefrtmk.' 

* "  Your  Committee  cannot  help  ob- 
serving upon,  this  evidence.  That  the  me- 
thods by  wiich  Mr.  Cave  pretends*  to  dis- 
tinguish whether  letters  concern  the  bu- 
siness^f  the  members  themselves,  or  not, 
are  f  ery  ftncertain,  and  tending  to  give  a 
greats  aeal  of  i^ecessary  trouble  to  the 
members;  but  that  if  he  has  any  surer 
methods,  which  he  did  not  thi&k  fit  to 
disclos^,  t^|py  must  still  be  rf  infinitely  ^ 
worse  consequence. 

"  Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to 
peruse  a  Paper^  intituled,**  An  Account  of, 

*  the  diminution  of  the^Revenue  by  frank- 
« ing  ojf  letters,  from  the  year  1715  to  the 

*  year  1734-:'  by  which  there  appears  a 
great  gradiftl  increase  of  Franks:  and 
they*examinedMr.  John  Searle,  the  a^ 
comptant-general  of  the  post-office :  ivho 
said,  *  It  was  a  general  account ;  and  not 

*  of  the  diminution  arising  frommetubera 

*  franlting  oyly.'    ^    * 

*'  Your  Committee  then  examined  Mr. . 
Joseph  Bdl,  comptroUer-ffeneral:  who' 
aequainted  the  Committee;, «  That  the  ac- 

*  count,  delivered  by  Mr.  Searle,  included 

*  the  two  Houses  if  l^liament  and  the 

*  state-offices :  that  the  practice  prevailed 
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^  f  against  uSiqg  any  account  of  the  franks 

*  of  the  clerks  of  the  post-oSc^  though 
.'  /^hetiOifVied  they  frank^  a  good  deal  to 

^  make  them  amends  for  the  smallness  of 
^  their  salary  i  that  what  was  called  ttb  ac- 
'  count  of  the  diminution  m  the  revenue, 

*  j)y  frap\ing,  was  rather  an  estimate,  and 

*  taken  m  the  following  manner :  that  they 
V-    *  weighed  all  the  letters  franked,  at  the 

*  office,  once,  tupce,  or,  perhaps  at  most 

*  thrice,  in  the  year;  an4^  taking  an  ac- 

*  count  of  that  weight,  they  concluded, 

*  that  the  firtfnks  o^very  night,  till  the 
**  next  wei^iag,  should  be  the  same :  that 

<  they  endeavoured  to  take  their  weighing 

*'  *  mm  equal  times  as  they  could,  when  they 

^    <  had  no  particular  reason  to  believe  the 

*  postage  nigher  or  lower  than  ordinary  ; 

*  as  when  t$e  king*^  speech,  or  any  such 

*  public  paper,  came  out:  that  there  couM 
>    *  u^  no  distinction  of  the  firanks  of  Lords, 

*  Caramons  or  State-Offices,  they  being  alf 

*  weighed  together  :* 

**  Your  Committ^,  for  ftirthtr  infor- 
mation in  this  affiur,  called  f<|r  a  Paper, 
intituled,  *  An  Account  of  the  net  Revenue 

*  of  the  Post-office  from  the  year  1715  to 

*  the  jear  17S4:'  and  as  this  account  is  a 
certam.  account,  and  not  an  estimate,  the^ 
find  by  it  the  revenue  is  not  really  di- 
minished, in  any  proportion  to  what  it  ap- 
pears to  be  by  the  former  Estimate ;  and 
Mr.  Bell  explained  that,  by  acquainting 
the  Cqjmmittee,  *  That  he  did  not  appre- 

*  hend,  that  one-third  of  the  letters,  which 

*  are  franked,  would  go  by  the  post  if  not 

*  franked/ 

**  Your  Committee,  having  thtts  stated 
the  facts,  have  thought  fit,  as  well  for  pre- 
serving the  Privilege  of  this  House,  as  to 
ffuard  th«  revenue  against  any  unlawfiil 
oiminution,  to  come  to  the  fouowing  re- 
'    solutions : 

1.  *^  That  it  is  the  (pinion  of  this  Com- 
**  mittee.  That  the  pnvile^e  of  franking 
*'  letters  by  the  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
«  gesses,  chosen  to  represent  the  Com- 
**  mons  in  Parliament,  began  with  the 
*'  erecting  a  post-office,  within  this  king^ 
**.  dom,  by  act  of  parliament. 

2.  **  Tnat  it  is  the  opinion*of  this  Com- 
**  mittee.  That  all  letters,  not  exceeding 
^  two  ounces,  signed  by  the  proper  hand 

.  **  of,  or  directed  t^,  any  member  of  this 
**  House,  during  the  sittmg  of  every  ses- 
^  sion  of  parliament  and  forty  days  before 
**  and  forty  da^rs  after,  every  summons  or 
^  prorogation,  ought  to  be  carried  and  de- 
^  livered  freely  and  safely  from  all  parts 
**  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  witnout 
^  any  clia^  of  postage. 


Privilege  of  0FranUng  Lelter^         ^       [8*6. 

3.  ''  That  it  is  the  opiSiya'of  this  Com-    ^ 
*^  mittee,  that'tt  is  an  hi^h  mfirii|i^||ient  of  ' 
*^  the  privilege  of  the  knights,  citizens,  and 
%  burgesses,  chosen  to  represent  the  Com- 
<<  mons  of  Great  Britain  m  parliament,  for  ^ 
*^  any  Post-master,  his  deputies,  or  a^nts, 
**  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire£uid,  to  detw  or 
**  delay,  op%n  or  look  into,  by  any  meaiis 
**  whatsoever,  any  letter  directed  to,  or 
**  si^edby/theproperhandofanymembefy 
^*  without  an  express  warrant,  in  writingt 
^^under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  principal 
•*  secretaries  of  sfite,  for  every  such  detlun-  * 
<<  ing,  delaying,  opening,  or  looking  into.* 

'4.  '*  That  it  is  the  opmion  of  this^Com- 
'f^ipittee,  That  all  letters,  directed  fo  any 
**  member  of  this  House,  at  any  place 
^<  within  the  bil]^  of  mortality^  be  carried 
*^  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Post  office 
**  to  the  house  or  lodgings  of  such  mera- 
**  her,  or  to  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
"  Commons.  * 

5.  '^  That  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cona- 
**  mittee.  That  it  is  a  notorious  breach  of 
<<  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
'<  aily  person  to  counterfeit  the  hand,  or 
"  put  the  name,  of  any  member  of  the 
**  House  of  Commons,  upon  any  letter,  in 
''  order  to  prevent  its  bemg  charged  with 
**  the  duty  ofipostage. 

6.  ^^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
**  mittee.  That  such  persons  as  shall  pre- 
(<  sume  to  do  the  same,  ought  to  be  pro- 
^*  ceeded  against  with  the  utmost  seve- 
"  rity.*' 

The  first  and  second  Resolutions  were 
agreed  to ;  and  on  the  25th,  the  third  Re- 
solution was  amended  thus :  ^^That  it  is 
<^  an  high  infringement  of  the  privilege  of 
^*  the  uiights,  citizens  and  burgesses^ 
**  chosen  to  represent  the  Commons  of 
**  Great-Britain  in  Parliament,  for  any 
**  post-master,  his  deputi^  or  agents,  in 
**  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  to  open  or 
<<  look  into,  by  any  meitns  whatsoever,  any 
<<  letter  directed  to  or  signed  by  the  proper 
<<  hand  of  any  member,  without  an  express 
**  wanrant  in  writing,  under  the  hand  of 
*^  one  of  the  princi^Md  secretaries  of  state 
**  for  every  such  opening  or  looking  into; 
**  or  to  detain  or  delay  any  letter,  directed 
**  to,  or  signed  with  the  name  of  any  mon- 
**  her,  unless  there  shall  be  just  reason  to 
**  suspect  some  counterfeit  of  it,  without 
N<  an'  express  warrant  of  a  principal  secre- 
**  tary  or  state  as'  aforesaid,  for  every  suc^ 
**  detaining  or  delaying.'' 

The  other  Resolutiofis  were  severally 
read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to  without 
any  Amendment. 
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Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  for 
a  Clause  to  be  added  to  the  Mutiny-MUl^ 
relating  to  the  inlisHng  of  Soldiers.]  Feb. 
26.  The  Mutiny-Bill  being  reported  to 
the  House, 

Sir  Waiter  Bagot^  stood  up^  and  said. 
That  since  the  House  had  made  such  a 
laree  addition  to  the  Army,  and  seemed 
indined  to  continue  the  severe  penalties 
on  Deserters,  and  the  method  of  recruit- 
ing prescribed  by  that,  and  former  Bills 
of  the  like  nature,  he  lliought  it  necessary 
to  add  some  Clause,  to  make  the  Bill  less 
dancerous  to  the  subject :  that  by  a  Clause 
in  ^e  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  be  enacted, 
as  in  former  Bills,  that  if  a  poor  country- 
fellow  should  inlist  with  an  officer  and  take 
his  money,  and  afterwards,  when  carried 
before  a  justice,  refuse  to  declare  himself 
inlisted  and  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  law,  it  should  then  fie  in  the  power  of 
the  officer  to  send  such  a  poor  fellow  to 
prison,  and  confine  him  in  a  dungeon  for 
a  whole  month,  even  thou^jh  it  should 
appear  that  the  poor  fellow  mlisted  when 
he  was  drunk,  and  was  wiUing  to  return 
tlie  money  he  had  taken,  and  satisfy  all 
the  charges  the  officer  had  been  at :  that 
this  power  of  confining  a  man  in  a  dun- 
geon, where  he  might  be  in  danger  of 
starving,  was,  he  thought,  too  great  a 
power  to  be  intrusted  absolutely  in  the 
liands  of  any  officer :  that  it  was  no  way 
necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and 
might  be  of  dangerous  consequence,  be- 
cause it  mi^t  tempt  some  officers  to  prac- 
tise all  the  inveigling  arts  they  could 
think  of,  not  with  an  intention  to  recruit 
his  Majesty's  forces,  but  to  compel  poor 
country-fellows  to  give  them  a  sum  of 
money,  by  way  of  composition,  for  bein^ 
dischar^d  from  the  bargain  they  had 
made  when  drunk,  or  in  a  passion,  and  for 
being  freed  from  the  confinement  to  which 
the  officer  had,  by  law,  an  uncontroulable 
power  to  subject  them :  that  therefore  he 
would  beg  leave  to  offer  a  Clause  to  be 
added  to  the  Cill,  *  That  every  officer, 

*  who  should  thereafter  inlist  any  man  to 

*  serve  in  any  regiment,  should  within 

*  days  carry  the  man  so  inlisted  before 
'  some  one  of  the  next  justices   of  the 

*  peace,  where  the  man  so  inlisted  should 

*  be  at  liberty  to  declare  his  dissent,  and 

*  his  havine  repented  of  what  he   had 

*  done ;  and  upon  his  so  doing,  and  re- 
<  turning  to  the  officer  the  inlisting  money, 

*  and  the  expences  the  officer  had  been  at 
«  by  inlisting  him,  and  carrying  him  before 
'  the  justice,  not  exceeding  the   sum  of 

[VOL.  IX.] 


<  such  justice  should  forthwith 

*  discharge    him :    and   that    an    officer, 

*  guilty  of  any  failure  or  neglect  in  this 

*  respect,  should  be  liable  to  me  same  pe- 

*  nalties  to  which  officers  are  made  liable 

*  for  false  musters.'  This  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Bramston,  who  informed  the  House; 
That  he  actually  knew  a  case,  where  a 
poor  fellow  was  inveigled  when  he  waa 
drunk,  and  when  he  came  to  be  sober, 
repented,  and  therefore  refused  to  take 
the  oaths  when  carried  before  the  justice ; 
but  the  officer  insisted  upon  his  being  sent 
to  prison,  and  confined  tor  a  month  m  the 
terras  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  though  the 
poor  fellow  offered  to  return  the  inlisting 
money  and  all  charges ;  and  it  not  being 
in  the  power,  or  in  the  inclination  of  the 
justice  to  refuse  the  officer's  demand,  the 
poor  fellow  was  accordingly  sent  to  jail, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time  ;  but 
having  no  victuals  nor  drink,  he  was  at 
last  compelled  to  go  before  the  justice  and 
take  the  oaths  prescribed,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent his  being  starved. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  general, 
Wade,  Mr.  Henry  Bromley,  Mr.  Lindsay, 
and  Mr.  Hay,  That  what  was  proposed  by 
the  Clause  offered  had  already  been  taken 
care  of  by  his  Majesty's  orders  for  regu- 
lating the  army,  for  as  no  soldier  could  be 
tried  upon  the  Mutiny-act,  unless  he  had 
taken  the  oaths  prescribed  by  that  act  before 
some  justice  of  peace,  therefore  his  Ma- 
jesty had  given  an  order  to  all  officers, 
that  no  recruit  should  be  brought  to  or 
entered  in  any  regiment,  until  he  had  first  ^ 
been  regularly  inlisted,  and  had  taken  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  law,  before  some  of 
his  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace ;  so 
that  by  his  Majesty's  order  every  officer 
was  obliged  to  do  what  was  proposed  by 
the  Clause  offered  ;  and  as  the  Bill  then 
before  them  was  of  the  same  nature  with 
former  Bills  against  mutiny  and  desertion, 
it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  con- 
tinue the  same  general  order  to  all  officers, 
with  respect  to  their  carrying  recruits 
before  some  justice  of  peace,  therefore 
they  thought  it  was  unnecessaiy  to  add 
any  clause  for  that  purpose;  and  it  would 
be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies, 
particularly,  that  it  would  be  sometimes 
unpossible  for  an  officer  to  carry  a  recruit 
before  any  justice  within  the  time  pro- 
posed, or  within  any  lunited  number  of 
days. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  sir  William 
Wyndham,  sir  John  Barnard,  and  Mr. 
Sandys,  TTiatthe  very  clause  then  prc- 
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^osed  had  been  iti  severM  Mutiny-fiills 
during  the  reien  of  king  Wlliiam,  tnough 
It  wag  then  in  time  of  war,  atid  recruiting 
of  course  n^orfe  difficult  thftn  it  cOuW  be 
feUpposed  to  be  at  present  i  thtit  the  ho- 
hourabJe  gentlemen  who  opposed  the 
clause,  could  not  say,  tliat  by  any  order 
his  Majcity  could  giVe>  tlie  justice  of 
j>eace  was  obliged  to  discharge  the  man 
mlisted,  Upon  his  declarihg  before  him  his 
having  repented  of  what  Ire  had  done,  and 
reluming  to  the  officer  the  inlisting  money 
and  aU  the  charges  the  officer  had  been  at 
for  inlisting  him  :  that  What  was  propOs^ 
by  the  Clause  was  to  lay  aft  obligation  upon 
iSe  justice,  and  to  give  a  poor  fellow  an  op- 
portuftitv  to  get  off  upon  reasOnabb  terms, 
m  case  he  shoVitd  repent  6f  what  he  had 
doAe ;  neither  of  Which  could  b^  elSectn- 
tt&A  by  any  order  his  Majetty  had  given  6)r 
could  give  for  regulating  me  army :  that 
the  j^rievance  complaint  of  wd^s,  the  in- 
veighng  of  men  to  inlist,  and  ntaking  a 
piroperty  Of  them  after  their  baving  l)teten 
80  mveigled :  that  t^fs  Was  a  privilege 
tirhich  they  hoped  no  officer  WOmd  Insist 
tn  I  that  the  abolishing  of  thk  privilege 
was  what  the  €laase  onered  chiieny  aimed 
hi  ;  and  therefotie  they  hoped  ^e  House 
would  agree  to  it. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  tod  Mr.  tttnry 
Pefiiam  having  declared,  that  they  voidd 
be  for  the  Cl^itee,  if  it  could  be  ^6  drawn 
as  not  to  be  attended  with  any  inconve- 
nience to  the  seiVice ;  atfd  thereupon  pro- 
j»6sed  that  the  debate  b'^'&djotimefd  till  the 
fte^tday,  in  order  that  such  a  Cltfn^miglit 
be  contrived  :  and  it  being  admitted  of 
the  Other  Bide,  that  the  081156,  ris  it  then 
ktb6d,  might  peAaps  stand  in  i\eed  of lome 
little  amendment,  h  ^as  agreed  to  adjourn 
the  debate  accordingly  till  next  day ; 
Vi^enthe  Clause  was  agreed  to,  and  added 
to  the  ^l:atiny.Bl1l. 

Hebate  'in  this  CotniHans  on  (he  Subsidy 
to  Deriindrk.']  teb.^.  The  Hotfsebemff 
\n  a  gi^nd  committee  On  the  ^fupply,  and 
the  "treaty  with  Denmark,  dacted  "Sept.  19, 
1734,  having  been  referred  to  the  said 
committee,  a  motion  vas  Yn^de  by  Mr. 
Horktio  Walpole,  «  Tliaft  the  «um  of 
56,$50^«  be  granted  to  his  MajeKty,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Subsidy  to  the  "king  Of  Den- 
mark, pursuant  to  the  said  ^Treaty,  for  the 
service  Of  the  ye^r  17^5."  "This  occasioned 
a  long  debate,  in  which  Mr.  WalpOle*6 
motion  was  supported *by  Mr.  Winnington, 
Mr.  >>Villes,  coloftel  Bladen,  tod  rir  Robert 
M^alpole,  as  f<$U6wi : 


t>ibatt  ih  the  Cm'mont 

Sir ;  Although  W^  ft»^'  not  ehM^  m 
th%  present  war,  yet,  as  die  bfdcmce  of 
power  in  Europe  dqiends  very  ma<A  i^kjH 
the  event  of  it.  We  may  be  boon  under  i 
necessity  of  joining  on  one  or  othetof  the 
parties ;  therefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  ut 
to  strengthen  ours^\nes  befbre-hAnd,  by 
engaging  as  many  foreign  powers  as  wtft 
can  to  jom  with  u^  Updn  sixch  ka  eir»^ 
In  this  situation,  it  was  naliiral  to  cast  otiif 
eye  first  h)wartl8  Denmark,  the  intetefct  rf 
that  nation  betn^  gen^i^ly  the  saAae  #ith 
our  own ;  and  at  pret^nt  #a%  tiie  ntohft 
necessary,  because  great  fendeftvoors  nmtt 
ttsed  to  enga^  that  x^oxAi  oh  the  bthc^ 
sidhe  of  th^  question,  which  hiight  hav^ 
pitted  t>f  the  most  i^tal  coni^e^m^  tb 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  c«ni^req\itentiy 
to  thos^  of  this  nation. 

The  ekperienc^  of  the  last  two  H^M 
agamst  France  may  convince  Vtt,  Sir,  hOW 
dangeh>us  it  is  to  allow  hny  nne  fwwer  5» 
Europe  to  etalt^  itself  to6  much,  «md  ho# 
expensive  it  may  prOVe,  to  redtttje  Apower 
that  has  once  got  too^r(eat  ^n  ^AM^endAat 
over  its  neighbours.  Ttxe  expencfe  wfcidi 
Great  Britain  is  to  be  put  to  by  this  tt^rtjf 
With  Denmark,  m\ist  aj)pe^  very  incOnH- 
der^^le  to  every  gentteman  who  consftteft^ 
that  we  thereby  not  only  seciite  ^b  aSsi** 
ance  of  a  powerfiil  kin^oin,  but  yievewt 
their  being  engaged  against  us,  m  caii^ 
the  eV«nt  dt  the  Vrat  should  vAike  St  tttc^ 
sary  for  Ws  to  join  the  other  ^Me.  In  %fl 
cases  it  is  certainly  prudent  upon  any 
emet^ncv,  to  lay  out  a  !imaH  ^um,  when 
it  is  probM)le  ^  may  by  so  doing  pifev^ni 
our  being  afterWaitfs  brought  toSer  A  ^ 
cess^ty  of  pcrtting  ottrsdvies  to  «  ybuA 
greater  expence :  and  this  Is  the  very  ca46 
at  present  m  nelHiftton  to  onr  txtsty  witll 
Denmark. 

It  is  weU  knoiWn,  Sh-,  th«  nations  m. 
in  tSi  their  p?ubHc  transactions,  governed 
by  itieir  own  inftereA  ;  and  «8  fffl  Enrope 
knew  "ititit  great  oftrs  were  makii^  tt 
Denmatlc,  to  secure  them  on  iSsAt  »de, 
^ain^  whieli  we  might  ^on  be  undet  a 
ntcessrtv  to  engage ;  dierefore  ft  became 
absohrteiy  rmee^nry  fcr  us  tto  -bier  ^ttto 
stidi  terms  as  mi^nt  convince  them,  tttot 
it  vas  more  thfeir  inteliest  to  join  in  al- 
liance With  tB,  than  wMi  -either  of  fta 
parties  concerned  in  the  Wafr.  I  must 
thefrefore  think,  thatt  the  tbnclhid^  this 
treaty  was  orre  of  the  mo^toWrdent  ^reps 
his  Majesty  could  take,'ar^d  vie  c<^diff<M 
on  om-pan  are  feo  reascmaHe,  that  I  iWnk 
every  giefntleman  in  this  Vtdvbse  ttitat  Hp^ 
pitove  of  Ibem;  'and  tberelbr^  I  hop^ 
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Bition. 

Mr.  WfJpole's  motion  was  opposed  by 
rir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Puiteney,  sir 
Jcihn  Barnard,  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Shippen, 
ai|4  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  alledged 
the  following  Arguments  «gainst  the  mo- 
tion. 

§ir  I  I  ain  g]ad  to  hear  that  wp  ^re  a^ 
j^  no  way  tnga^^d  in  the  w^r ;  if  it  be 
§^  I  am  sure  It  is  ^dipulpMS  to  put  the 
im(ion  to  a  great  expepce,  to  provide 
Hgi^nst  9  danger  which  may  never  happen. 
J^^  yife  have  no  particular  mterest  of  qur 
own  for  inducing  qs  tp  engage  in  the  pre- 
sent war,  but  only  the  danger  the  balance 
of  power  may  be  in  by  that  event :  and 
^  a}l  the  powers  of  Eurqpe  are  a«  much, 
0r  n^ofe*  interested  ip  the  preservation  of 
fb4t  balance  ^an  we  are;  if  it  should 
ipgme  to  be  in  any  real  danger,  they  would 
certainly  engfige  in  its  defenqe,  without 
I'eceiving  any  valuable  consideration  from 
yg ;  but  if  we  ^ould  be  always  the  first  ^o 
f^l^  tbp  alarm  upon  any  wars  l^reaking 
put|  and  ofier  bribes  and  pensions  to  aU 
the  princes  in  Europe,  th,e  whole  char^ 
^jpr^sf^rvmg  that  balance  would  ffdl  upop 
tfuM  nation;  and  leach  of  them  would, 
l^pon  evi»ry  s^ch  occasion,  expecf;  a  bribe 
^  S^  pension  ^om  England,  for  doing  that 
which  he  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  do 
fyf  lils  own  preserva^on.  Even  the  Dutch 
m^y  fit  last  refuse  to  assist,  when  tb^  ba- 
bace  Qf  power  is  really  in  danger,  unless 
Wtf  submit  to  make  the  Grand  Pensionary 
of  )[lolland  a  pensionanr  of  Engird,  and 
*  tifke  a  nuipb^  of  their  to^ce^  into  English 

jU  IB  really  surprl^g,  Sir,  to  hear  gen- 
d^en  talk  of  the  balance  of  power's  be- 
ing in  danger,  and  that  we  must  already 
begin  to  provide  for  its  preservation,  when 
ihere  i^  not  a  prince  or  state  in  Europe, 
who  seems  to  apprehend  any  ^uch  matter. 
7%#  Dutch  have  not  put  themselves  to  one 
^dijUing  expence  on  account  of  the  present 
.wa,r,  or  for  that  mediation  they  are  engaged 
io  ^  well  as  we.  The  princes  and  states 
«^  Germany  are  »o  far  from  being  appre- 
Jiensive  of  any  danger,  by  the  event  or  the 
pnes^nt  wair,  that  some  of  the  most  consi- 
Serablfs  of  them  have  actually  engaged  in 
^  neutrality.  Even  the  king  of  Denmark, 
irhom  we  have  tliought  necessary  to  en- 
ffnge  by  a  considerable  yearly  pension,  is 
^A^iseli  a  prince  of  the  enipire,  and  would 
^Gjeifainly  p^ffeir  by  the  overturning  the 
MVH^  Sf  f9^^  i^  .S^rppe^  ^uch  ^vP^er 


a^  ifyii  nation  would ;  ai\4  therefore  wq 
n^ui^t  conclude,  that  It  is  n^qrc  immediately 
his  interest  to  engage,  npt  oply  in  defence  of 
that  bal^nc^  but  in  defenpe  of  the  empire ; 
yet  we,  it  seems,  liave  been  ^  generous  ^ 
to  promise  to  reward  him  bountifully  fm 
doing  what  is  absolutely  necessary  tor  his 
pwn  pireservation.  Thi?,  Sjr,  is  a  rao^t  ' 
pernicious  example,  it  may  at  last  bring 
the  balance  of  power  into  real  danger,  be- 
cause it  may  tempt  all  the  princes  in  ^i^- 
rppe  to  neglect  it,  until  we  grlant  them 
yearly  pensions  for  taking  care  of  it ;  ^nd 
perhaps  this  very  precedent  has  nQW  pro* 
voked  all  the  othpr  princes  qf  (Sermany  Uf 
stand  off,  on  purpose  to  engage  us  to  ex- 
tend onr  bounty  in  the  ^Amo  mapn^r  t9 
each  of  them- 

Jo  tell  us,  Sir,  t|iat  if  w^  had  not  epr 
tered  into  this  treaty  wjtb  the  king  pf 
Denmark,  he  n^igl)t  have  been  pr^vaile4 
on  to  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  anothef 
power,  which  might  have  been  prejudicial 
to  ns,  is,  in  ray  opinion,  very  odd.  Prinpes, 
it  is  true,  Sif ,  do  not  always  see  their  real 
interests,  )|?ut  if  wp  resolve  upon  every  oc- 
casion to  clear  their  eyesight  by  a  pen« 
sion,  J  anf  afraid  none  a£  them  will  eve|r 
open  their  eyj s  without  receiving  som^ 
such  remedy  from  us.  We  are  never  to 
sugpose  that  any  prince  of*  Europe  will 
engage  against  thp  liberties  of  Europe,  or 
will  perfonn  any  former  engagement,  when 
the  performance  conies  to  be  apparently 
inconsistent  with  the  libertips  of  Europe, 
and  consequently  with  hfs  own  indepen- 
dency, unless  he  be  very  .much  blinded  by 
some  partiieular  interest  of  his  own.  And 
of  all  the  princes  of  Europe  the  king  of 
Denmark  is,  in  this  respect,  the  least 
liable  to  any  temptation ;  tnere  are  several 
other  princes  of  Europe,  who  may  b# 
tempted  to  join  with  those  who  have  de- 
signs against  the  liberties  of  Europe ;  bn- 
cause  they  may  be  made  from  thence  to  ex- 
pect some  addition  to  their  pwn  dominions; 
and  these  are  the  princes  upon  whom  we 
ou^t  to  have  a  watchful  eye;  these  are 
the  princes  upon  whom  we  ought  to  bestow 
our  pensions,  in  order  to  keep  them  firm 
to  the  general  interest  of  Europe.  If  we 
had  by  any  subsidy  engaged  the  duke  of 
Bavaria  in  an  alliance  ;  if  we  had  by  any 
subsidy  disengaged  the  king  of  Sardinia 
firom  hit  present  allies ;  or  if  we  had  laid 
out  a  sum  of  money  in  engaging  the  Po- 
landers  to  make  such  a  choice  of  a  king, 
as  would  have  prevented  the  breaking  out 
a£  the  war,  (and  perhaps  a  les^sum  might 
have  done  than  the  ef  pecic^  w^  {lay^  been 
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fit  on  account  of  the  war)  there  might  have 
been  some  reason  for  our  being  at  such  an 
expence ;  but  1  can  see  no  advantage  we 
can  expect,  from  the  expence  we  'are  to 
be  at,  on  account  of  this  treaty  with  Den- 
mark. 

I  shall  readilj  agree  with  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Willes)  that 
nations  are  entirely  governed  by  their  own 
interest ;  but  as  it  is  the  interest  of  D^- 
mark,  as  much  as  it  is  the  interest  of  this 
nation,  to  preserve  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  therefore  I  must  think  it  was  quite 
unnecessary  for  us  to  give  them  a  fee  for 
doing  so :  I  shall  indeed  grant  that  they 
were  in  the  right  to  take  it,  for,  I  believe, 
few  will  refuse  to  take  a  fee  for  that,  which 
it  is  both  their  duty  andintcrest  to  do  with- 
out any  reward.  As  I  have  a  great  opi- 
nion of  the  honour  and  the  penetration 
both  of  the  king  and  the  ministers  of  Den- 
mark, I  must  conclude  they  would  never 
have  entered  into  any  engagements,  that 
were  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of 
Europe ;  I  mast  conclude  they  will  alwa}^ 
be  ready,  without  any  fee  or  reward,  to 
join  with  all  theirforce  in  the  preservation 
of  the  balance  of  power,  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  be  in  any  red  danger.  Conse- 
quently it  was  altogether  unnecessary  for 
us  to  enter  into  any  such  treaty  as  that 
now  before  us,  or  to  promise  any  such 
subsidy  as  is  by  that  treaty  stipulated ;  and 
therefore,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  neople,  to  whom  th^  nave  entrusted 
the  laying  out  their  money,  in  the  most 
frugal  manner,  I  cannot  agree  to  such  an 
unnecessary  expence  ab  wliat  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

Upon  this  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  Mr. 
Howe  declared.  That  they  approved  of 
the  treaty  as  Jittle  as  any  gentlemen  did : 
That  though  they  thought  it  was  altoge- 
ther unneccFsary^  to  put  the  nation  to  such 
an  expence  'till  the  uanger  became  more 
apparent,  yet  as  it  was  the  first  treaty  his 
Majesty  had  concluded  upon  the  present 
emergency,  they  would  agree  to  the  motion ; 
because  if  that  House  should  not  agree 
with  what  his  Majesty  had  done  with  re- 
spect to  that  treaty,  it  might  be,  at  such 
a  conjuncture,  of  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  by 
encouraging  tlie  ambitious  views  which 
some  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war  may 
now  have,  or  hereafter  form  to  themselves, 
and  by  discouraging  any  of  the  princes  or 
States  of  Europe  from  entering  into  any 
treaties  with  his  Majesty,  even  though  the 
circumstances  of  Europe  should  then  ab- 
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solutely  require  such  treaties  to  be  con- 
cluded. 

Then  the  question  being  {mt  for  agreemg  . 
with  the  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  ai- 
firmative,  by  270  to  178. 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  a  Mo' 
tion  for  the  Instructions  to  his  Majesties 
Minister  in  Polond.l  March  6.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  should  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Minesty,  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  direction,  that 
die  several  inst^ctions  to  Mr.  Woodward 
his  Majesty's  minister  in  Poland,  in  the 
year  1729,  be  laid  before  this  House.'* 

The  Argument  for  it  was  to  this  e&ct: 

My  Lords ;  as  we  are,  many  of  us,by  our 
birth,  and  all  of  us,  by  those  honours  whidi 
our  kings  have  conferred  upon  us  or  our 
ancestors,  not  entitled,  but  obliged  to  give 
his  Majesty  our  best  and  most  sincere  ad- 
vice, in  all  arduous  aflairs;  one  ofthediief* 
ends  of  our  meeting  in  this.  House,  is  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  nation,  both  with 
respect  to  foreign  and  domestic  a^rs,  in 
91'der  to  give  our  king,  upon  every  con- 
siderable emergency,  that  counsel  idiich 
we  think  may  tend  most  to  his  glory  and 
the  interest  of  the  nation :  for  which  end 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  have  all  those 
treaties,  negotiations,  and  other  papers 
laidbefbre  us,  which  may  be  necessary  for 
our  information  in  any  afiair,  in  which  it 
may  be  incumbent  on  us  to  give  our  ad- 
vice ;  and  for  this  reason,  it  has  always 
been  the  custom  and  the  right  of  this 
House,  to  call  for  all  such  papers,  and  to 
consider  them  deliberately,  before  we  ever 
offered  to  give  our  advice  to  the  crown. 

I  believe,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  granted, 
that,  with  respect  to  our  foreign  affiiirs, 
there  never  was  a  more  critical  conjuncture 
than  the  present :  there  niever  was  a  con- 
juncture when  it  was  more  necessary  for 
us  to  consider  the  state  we  are  in,  or  more 
incumbent  upon  us  to  offer  our  best 
and  our  sincerest  advice  to  our  sove- 
reign ;  nor  was  there  ever  a  conjuncture^ 
when  the  king  could  stand  more  in  need  of 
honest  and  up  right  counsel :  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe  are  now  fixed  upon  the  be- 
haviour of  Great  Britain  ;  and  by  our  be- 
haviour in  the  present  conjuncture,  both 
the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation,  nay 
even  the  liberties  of  Europe,  may  be 
cither  sacrificed  or  preserveSi.  -  In  sudi 
a  conjuncture,  can  we  perform  our  duty 
to  our  country  or  our  king ;  xan  we  in- 
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flwer  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meetbg 
in  this  House ;  without  examining  into  the 
state  of  our  foreign  afikirs,  and  offering 
our  most  deliberate  advice  to  our  sonre- 
reign  ?  Upon  such  an  occasion,  we  are  not 
to  wait  till  liis  Majesty  shall  be  prompted, 
by  those  about  him,  to  ask  our  advice ; 
because,  if  by  them  he  has  been  misled  in 
any  former  steps,  we  may  depend  on  it, 
they  will  endeavour,  as  much  as  they  can, 
to  divert  his  Majesty  from  applying  to 
parliament  for  council,  when  they  are  cer- 
tain that  by  such  an  application  their  con- 
duct would  come  to  be  examined  into  and 
highly  censured :  no,  my  Lords,  this  House 
is  his  Majesty's  highest  and  most  natural 
council ;  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  him 
our  advice  upon  every  important  emer- 
gency; and  upon  an  emergency  of  such 
importance  as  the  present,  his  Majesty's 
having  made  no  application  to  this  Hoijise 
for,  advice,  is,  with  me,  a  strong  argument 
that  he  has  been  misled,  in  some  late  mea- 
fiures,  by  those  about  him;  and  that,  by 
them,  he  has  diverted  from  applying  where 
he  is  always  sure  to  meet  with  honest  and 
upright  counsel;  and  therefore  I  must 
thinly,  we  have  the  greater  reason  t»  en- 
quire into  the  .present  state  of  our  aiihirs, 
end  offer  that  advice  which  shall  appear 
the  most  comSonont  to  our  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

Thfls  consideration,  my  Lords,  makes  it 
the  more  necessary  for  us  speedily  to  offer 
his  Majesty  our  advice,  upon  the  present 
posture  of  affairs  in  Europe ;  and,  as  in 
this  we  cannot  pretend  to  give  any  advice 
without  being  fully  informed  as  to  the 
sources  and  causes  of  the  present  war ;  it 
is  therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
laid  before  us,  all  the  papers  relating  to 
our  late  foreign  transactions.  Among  thfe 
many  foreign  transactions  we  have  been 
lately  engaged  in,  those  relating  to  Poland 
tire,  at  present,  the  most  necessary  for  us 
to  enquire  into;  because  the  late  tran- 
sactions in  that  kingdom  are  said  to  have 
been  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  war ; 
therefor^  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  give 
anjr  advice,  about  the  present  posture  of 
umiirs  in  Europe,  without  examining  whe- 
ther we  had  any  and  what  share  in  those 
transactions ;  and  as  in  the  year  1729,  the 
late  king  of  Poland  was  dangerously  iU 
of  the  distemper,  of  which  he  afterwards 
died ;  as  every  -  one  even  then  judged  his 
life  could  not  be  ofany  long  continuance  ; 
and- as  every  one  likewise  judged,  that  his 
death  might  very  probably  produce  a 
combostioa  in  Europe ;  it  is  very  reason- 
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able  to  suppose,  that  measures  for  th« 
election  of  a  future  king  were  then  begiui 
to  be  concerted:  therefore  I  think  we 
ought  ta  know,  whether  we  had  any  share 
in  those  measures,  before  we  offer  any  ad- 
vice to  his  Majesty,  upon  the  present 
posture  of  aSsLin;  for  which  reason  I 
shall  beg  l^ave  to  make  as  modest  a  de- 
mand as  can  well  be  made  in  the  present 
conjuncture,  which  is,  **  That  an  numbld 
Address,"  &c.  (as  before-mentioned.) 

To  this  it  was  answered  in  substance  as 
follows : 

My  Lords ;  I  shall  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord,  that  this  House  has  a  right  to  call 
for  any  papers  that  may  be  necessary  for 
our  information,  with  respect  to  any  a£^r 
we  are,  or  ought,  to  enquire  into ;  but,  to 
the  honour  of  this  House,  my  Lords,  I 
must  add,  that  that  right  has  been  olwayTS 
hitherto  used  with  great  prudence  and 
caution ;  we  have  never  yet  called  for  any 
papers,  by  which  the  secrets  of  the  igc- 
vernment  might  be  any  way  divulged,  or 
the  afiairs  of  the  nation  brought  into  any 
distress. 

Up<(n  the  present  occasion,  my  Lord?, 
if  his  Majesty  had  found  it  necessary  to 
apply  to  this  House  for  advice,  he  would 
certainly  have  done  so ;  and  he  has  too 
much  penetration,  to  allow  himself  to  be 
diverted  by  those  about  him,  from  doing 
what  may  be  necessary  upon  any  emer- 
gency, either  for  his  own  glory,  or  the  in- 
terest of  his  people :  but  from  what  his 
Majesty  has  told  us  from  the  throne,  we 
may  easily  see  the  reason  why  he  has  not 
as  yet  made  any  such  application:  hi€ 
Majesty  has  told  us,  that  he  was  no  way 
engaged  in  any  of  those  measures  whicn 
gave  occasion  to  the  present  war;  and 
consequently  he  can  have  no  manner  of 
concern  in  it,  unless  some  of  the  parties 
engaged  should  begin  to  push  their  con-^ 
quests,  or  their  views,  farther  than  is  con- 
sistent with  the  preservation  of  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe :  whenever  this  hecp* 
pens,  it  will  become  necessary  for  this  na» 
tion  to  interfere ;  and  in  any  such  event 
we  need  not  doubt  but  his  Majesty  will 
take  all  proper  methods  to  have  the  best 
advice ;  but  as  any  such  event  must  ne- 
cessarily involve  this  nation  in  great  dan- 
ger and  great  expence,  therefore  his  Ma- 
jesty is  now  pursuing  that  which  will  re- 
dound most  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the 
safety  and  advantage  of  the  'nation ;  he  is 
endeavouring  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  by 
a  solid  and  lasting  peace :  and  as  he  » 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


999} 


8  GEORGE  n. 


Debatt  ou  ih$  Imtru€ii0nM 


C«60 


YPW  aetiBg  the  part  of  qsediator.  between 
tbe  two  conteiuung  partipi ;  as  he  hag  al*> 
f«^y  o&red  to  tbedi  fL  plan  of  an  accom* 
wodatioo ;  it  is  neceasar;^  for  him  to  keep 
10  as  good  terms  as  possible  with  aU  the 
parties  engagedi  till  tie  shall  see  what  may 
be  die  event  of  that  plan. 

Though  I  do  not  Know,  my  Lords,  nor 
do  beUeve,  that  any  of  the  powers  now  en- 
fftg^d  in  war,  can  have  just  reason  to  be 
displeased  with  the  part  this  nation  acted^ 
witn  respect  to  the  a^rs  in  Poland  in  tlie 
rear  1729 ;  yet  if  all  the  instructions  and 
letters  sent  to  our  minister  in  Poland  at 
that  time^  and  all  his  letters  from  thence, 
•hould  be  made  public,  I  do  not  know  but 
some  one  or  other  of  the  powers  now  en- 

Siged  in  war,  may  find  &ult  with  some  of 
em ;  which  would,  oi  course,  very  much 
embarrass  his  Majesty's  negotiations,  for 
restoring  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  there- 
by, preventing  this  nation's  being  in- 
viAved  in  a  dangerous  and  expensive  war'; 
if  not  render  them  altogether  ineffectual. 
I  hope  tlie  instructions  and  the  letters  now 
moved  for,  were  as  wisely  drawn  up,  and 
as  cautiously  worded,  as  it  was  at  that  time 
possible ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  forc^e 
all  the  various  events  which  have  since 
happened;  and  had  these  imtructions  been 
drawn  up  by  the  wisest  ministers  that 
ever  were  in  this  nation^  or  in  any  nation^ 
it  is  not  to  to  be  supposed,  but  tna'  .ere 
may  be  some  €XpressioiU  in  them,  which 
may  disoblige  some  of  the  contending 
powMS ;  or  may,  at  least,  render  some  of 
them  jealous  and  suspicious  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's iftipartiality  at  present ;  which,  of 
consequence,  may  veiy  probably  disappoint 
those  measures  lus  Majesty  has  now  con- 
certed for  restoring  the  tranquillity,  and 
preserving  the  balance  4)i  power  m  £u- 
i^one. 

with  regard,  my  Lords,  to  the  transac- 
tions in  Poland  in  the  year  1729,  we  must 
suppose  that  our  minister  had  inatructions 
to  favour  the  party  for  Stanislaus,  or  the 
party  lor  the  then  electoral  prince  of  Sax- 
4Ay,  or  that  his  instructions  were  to  favour 
neither  of  the  pities  that  then  began  to 
appear  in  Poland ;  but  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions and  measures  of  each  of  them,  with- 
iHit  declaring  on  one  side  or  the  other.  U 
his  instructioBS  were  to  favour  the  party 
for  Stanislaus,  the  publishing  of  them  would 
then  oertainiy  diaoblige  all  those  who  Are 
D6W  engaged  to «im>ort  the«leclion  of  th« 
present  ^otor  of  Saxony;  apd  if  hi^  in- 
stmctioos  wese  to  fa»Four  the  then  electoral 
iracM^oprelw^or^tf  SaMX^,  the.p«Jt4^ 


ing  of  them  would,  in  the  preaeot  eoiuw^ 
tu^e,  as  certainlv  disoblige  all  thosoj  whQ 
are  qow  en|^ed  to  support  the  ele^ticva  ^ 
Stanislaus:  in  either  of  whiob  oase^  a  J4^ 
lousy  would  be  raised  against  hU  ^ii^ie«ty, 
which  would  probably  dusi^point  the  pl^ 
lately  concerted  for  an  accommodation. 

But,  my  Lords,  suppose  tbpt  the  Wi^ 
structions  given  to  our  minister  then  ii| 
Poland,  were  to  act  an  exact  neutral  parti 
yet  we  cannot  well  suppose  them  so  cauti^ 
ously  penned,  but  that  one  side  or  other 
may  take  exceptions  to  them;  which 
would  diminish  in  some  one  or  other  oC 
the  parties  now  engaged  in  the  w%r,  |hat 
conndence  which  &ey  at  present  repos9 
in  his  M£\jesty,  and  whioh  it  ia  necQ^wy* 
to  keep  ujp,  m  order  to  render  bia  Ma^ 
jesty's  mediation  successful;  and  if  we 
could  suppose  them  so  cautiously  penpedf 
as  not  togive  thelea«t  offence ;  upbn  such 
a  supposition  it  must  be  grapted,  that  we 
can  expect  no  information  from  them^  ill 
relation  to  the  pre^nt  wa^rs  we  cannot 
from  thence  discover  what  were  the  springs 
and  the  causes  of  the  war,  which  may  be 
very  different  from  those  publicly  a^simed; 
and  if  the  whole  truth  were  known,^  <y9 
apt  to  believ^  it  would  appear,  that  th^ 
late  transactions  in  Poland}  were  pone  ^thf 
causes  of  the  present  war,  ajc,  at  leaat»  that 
they  contributed  but  a  very  littlo  towafdf 
ity  by  being  a  sort  of  4oak  £q^  CQyi^nng 
those  designs,  which  were  the  real  motive^ 
of  the  war.  Thus^  my  Lords,  the  makuig 
public  tiiose  instructions  and  papers  which 
are  now  called  fiDr*  must  be  of  great  pre- 
judice to  hjs  Majesty'f  affiMrSy  i^  eveiy 
supposable  case  but  one ;  and  in  that  one 
case  they  can  be  of  no  service,  por  affipn} 
any  lights  to  thi^  House,  wijth  re^mect  t^ 
what  your  lordships  desire  to  be  informed 
about:  forthisreasop,!  thmkitisnotoply 
quite  Ainnece^sary,  but  very  improper 't# 
preseAt  to  his  Majesty  epy  ancb  fujArBm 
as  has  been  proposed;  because  though  the 
particular  transactions  then  carrie^on  ii^ 
Poland,  are  now  at  an  end,  yet  the  cooae^ 
4}uences  of  them  are  ^o  far  from  bd«ig  a^ 
an  eod«,  that  they  are  now  pretended  ta  he 
the  cause,  and  the  chief  motive  for  en* 
terjng  into  the  present  w^  against  the 
Emperor;  and  therefore  I  shall  be  e^ins^ 
calling  for,  or  publi^ipg  any  pepers,  whicj^ 
may  m  the  least  relate  to  tpoee  tran^acr 
tioneaod  ni^gotiatioos  poiw  upop  ti^e  am^ 
in  JEwope. 

The  Reply  waa  to  the  foUpwing  efect: 
^  lK»i»i  There  kn^lofAmAm 
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tloiWv  ^M  ^f  inah  iA  the  kingdom^  who 
hA  a  greater  regard  fbr  his  Majesty^  or  a 
belter  opinion  6f  hift  Majesty's  trisdom  and 
p«^ilit!on  than  I  have ;  but  my  duty  to 
mg  Mijeety  as  a  member  of  thLs  Hou8e> 
ob^gea  ttie  to  oibr  my  best  and  most  sm- 
€s&re  advice  in  any  ^ir,  which  I  lode  upon 
as  an  aftiir  of  importance ;  and  my  duty 
td  my  king,  aa  well  as  my  own  honour^  for- 
bid me  to  offer  my  advice  in  any  affieiir,  till 
I  have  thai  infblrmation  which  I  think  ne- 
ceaaary  for  timt  purpose.  It  has  been  so 
oftcti  said  in  this  House,  that  I  am  ashamed 
to  tiepeai  It;  but  upon  diis  occasion  I  must 
^;ftin  tafee  notice,  that  speeches  from  die 
throne  are,  in  this  House^  always  con* 
flvdetred  as  speeches  f^om  the  ministers  for 
the  lime  being;  and  therefore  we  are 
ne^r  to  be  confined  or  restrained  m  our 
driiates>  by  any  thing  diat  has  been  said  to 
us  from  the  throne :  whetiher  we  have  any 
concern  in  the  present  wiir  or  whether  we 
were  any  way  engaged  in  those  measures 
which  gavts  occasion  to  the  present  war,  is, 
fbr  this  reason,  a  question,  that  noh)rd,  as 
a  tnember  of  this  House,  can  be  te  yet 
satiiAedaJbOut;  because  w«  have  as  yet 
made  no  enquiry  into  it,  iior  can  make  an 
eo^irv  tiM  a  great  many  papere,  particu- 
latty  those  aDW  calkd  fbr,  aiie  Uoa  before 

As  §»  the  ^m  fbr  an  accotittn<»d(ftion, 
whidi  k  is  wud  has  been  ofi^red  to  the 
particis  now  eng«?ed  in  war,  I  must  d^ 
dare,  my  Ldrds,  I  kitowno^ng  t^out  it ; 
aBd<e^ery  one  of  your  lordships,  when  you 

Siaktasteembets  of  this  House,  must  de- 
re  tht  same,  because  it  has  never  yet 
been  comsMnncated  to  the  House ;  and 
ch«ttefore  i  cannot  we31  say  <my  thmg  8ft>e«t 
it ;  lk>r  can  I  know  what  may  be  pr^udi- 
cial  wradvavrtageous  in  it.  i  do  notknow. 
Ay  Lords,  w4iat  sort  of  |^an  it  is,  but  it  be 
midtk  %  )>kn,  or  anything  Hke  the^an  tfi«t 
hiasbeen  piMshod  in  the  Dutch  Gazettes, 
w«  ^UM  no  great  reason  fbr  being  fearM  of 
^kigmy  iSiine  that  may  prevent  its  being 
^ifeciad ;  for  I  am  convinced  it  will  viever 
pNidiice  an  ^aocoaAmodation,  it  can'  never 
laRf««Hy  effect,  unless  k  be  to  engage  this 
WRion  in  the  war,  whether  it  be  ourinter- 
«t  •Or  4ficiinaCion  so  ti>  do  or  not. 

ft  is  ivufpetoibie,  my  C^rds,  that  -any  war 
e«fh  break  Out  in  Eurooe  in  which  this 
nM^on tnesno concern  :  ifwehsvenopar- 
tiMAar  «)iMgatic«i  upon  us,  if  we  have  mo 
|yaii^ctyarimt0rest%o  engage  us  to  «sflce« 
share  io  tfie  wtr,  yet  we  ought  lo  take 
^^rysuch  opportmity  to  >6en}e  the  dis- 
{Mttwenmy  have  wilb  tkhar^of  4fae  par- 
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ties,  or  to  Obtain  advantages  in  our  trado 
fV-om  every  one  i>r  at  least  from  some  of 
the  parties  engaged  in  war ;  and  it  would 
be  a  very  high  misdemeanor  in  those  who 
are,  or  at  any  such  time  may  be,  at  the 
heaid  of  our  amurs,  to  ueriect  or  let  slip 
any  such  opportunity.  The  balance  of 
power,  my  Lords,  is  whatwe  ought  always 
to  have  an  eye  to,  but  I  cannot  think  it  is 
at  present  or  it  like  to  be,  in  any  great 
danger  ;  and  the  advantage  of  our  situa* 
tion  is  such,  that  WO  may  always  be,  and 
therefore  we  ought  always  to  be,  among 
the  last  princes  and  states  in  Europe,  to 
give  ourselves  much  trouble  about  it,  or 
to  engage  in  ite  preservation  ;  for  if  we  do 
not  give  oiffselves  an  unnecessary  trouble 
about  it,  the  princes  and  states  upon  the 
continent  will  take  care  of  it  among  them* 
selves ;  and  if,  in  any  case  of  extremity^ 
we  find  ourselves  at  last  obliged  to  engage^ 
we  ought  to  take  that  opportunity  to  setthi 
aH  disputes  we  may  have,  and  to  reap  «U 
the  ndvantages  in  trade  we  may  escped 
from  any  of  those,  in  favour  of  whom  we 
engage ;  and  when  by  our  means  the  ba- 
lance of  power  is  to  be  re-«6tablished,  and 
peace  to  be  iiBStored,  we  have  then  an  op* 
portonity  of  settling  all  former  disputes 
with  the  parties  agamst  whom  we  engage^ 
and  (^  obtmning  new  lubrantages  from 
^csn.  This,  my  Lords,  ought  to  be  th^ 
f^ndnniKental  maxim  of idl  our  negociattons 
and  engagements;  but  I  am  afraid  w% 
have  for  some  years  bad  our  heads  so  frdl 
<^  the  balance  <if  power  being  in  danger, 
and  have  been  so  ready  noon  Si  occasioni 
to  frighten  ourselves  vritn  that  phantom^ 
that  we  have  not  only  negiected,  bul 
have,  ^qxNi  all  occasions,  sacrificed  thn 
particular  interei^  of  thb  country  to  ouf 
imaginary  ilpprehensions  about  the  general 
interest  of  &irope.  There  was  never  ft 
beCter  opportunity  than  the  present,  for 
setting  all  the  disputes  this  nation  ratBf 
have  widi  'either  of^the  parties  engaged  in 
war:  there  was  never  a  better  oppoitu* 
Biity,  for  dus  nation'^  acquiring  new  ad- 
i^anftages  in  trade  from  eVeiy  one  of  them ; 
and  I  hope  it  w31  not  be  ftsglected ;  fbr  I 
chtiH  have  a  poor  opinioi^  tn  our  negotia^ 
torn,  if  a  peace  be  restored  without  db^ 
tasning  some  'considereble  iiiv«ntages  ftir 
this  naition. 

Widi  regard,  tny  Lords,  to  the  ioBtfuc* 
tions  sent  to  oar  minister  In  Poland  in^o 
3^ar  1729,  I  ishall  not  pretend,  so  nKECh 
as  to  guess  at  what  they  wvre ;  but  it 
was  certainly  the  interest  of  this  natiwa 
BwA  to  intermeddle,  4M<her  m  feyoar  ^  >lfao 
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party  for  Stanislaus,  or  in  favour  of  the 
party  for  the  electoral  prince  of  Saxony : 
It  was  our  business,  ana  would  have  been 
our  glory,  to  protect  that  republic  in  her 
freedom  of  cnoice  ;  and  the  proper  in- 
«tructions  to  be  sent  to  our  minister  on 
that  occasion,  were  only,  to  endeavour  to 
sound  the  views  and  mclinations  of  the 
leading  men  of  that  nation,  in  order  to 
take  our  measures  accordingly,  when  the 
throne  should  become  vacant  by  the  death 
of  the  then  king  of  Poland  ;  and  tliat  we 
might  in  time  prepare,  to  make  the  best 
of  what  was  most  likely  to  be  tlie  conse- 
quence of  that  important  event.  If  these 
were  the  instructions  sent,  no  power  in 
Europe  can  have  any  just  ground  to  com- 
plain of  our  conduct ;  and  if  any  of  them 
should  make  any  unjust  and  frivolous 
complaints,  or  conceive  any  groundless 
vuspicions,  they  are  not  to  be  regarded. 
But,  granting  that  this  is  the  case ;  grant- 
ing that  our  conduct  at  that  time  was  unex- 
ceptionable ;  is  it  not  highly  necessanr  for 
us  to  know  this  before  we  offer  any  advice 
to  his  Majesty  ?  My  Lords,  it  is  so  neces- 
sary, that  Without  it  we  cannot  ofier  any 
sincere  advice  ;  it  would  be  dishonoura- 
ble, or  at  least  rash  in  us  to  attempt  it ;  for 
though  the  afiairs  of  Poland  may  not  be 
the  diief  causes  of  the  war,  yet  it  is  certain 
that,  with  respect  to  France,  they  are  the 
chief  motives  pretended;  and  for  the  other 
causes  of  the  war,  we  must  search  into 
other  late  transactions,  and  have  the  pro- 
per papers  laid  before  us  for  that  purpose. 
But,  my  Lords,  if,  with  respect  to  the 
af&tirs  of  Poland,  we  favoured  either  of 
the  now  contending  parties,  it  b  absolutely 
necessary  for  this  House  to  enquire  into 
them,  and  for  that  end  to  have  Uie  Papers 
now  moved  for,  laid  before  us ;  such  an 
enquiry  will  be  so  far  from  being  attended 
witn  anv  mischievous  consequences,  that 
the  neglect  of  it  may  be  of  the  most  fetal 
consequence,  both  to  this  nation,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  Europe ;  for  whatever  side 
we  favoured,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
any  of  our  endeavours  are  now  a  secret  to 
those  of  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
If  we  favoured  the  designs  of  those  who 
were  for  setting  Stanislaus  upon  the  throne, 
we  must  have  concerted  measures  with 
the  leaders  of  that  party  in  Poland ;  and 
as  some  of  those  who  were  then  among 
the  leaders  of  that  party  in  Poland,  are 
now  in  the  interest  of  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  can  we  suppose  that  any  of  our 
endeavours  in  favour  of  Stanislaus,  or  the 
anstructions  given  to  our  minister  for  that 
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purpose,  are  now  a  secret  to  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  or  to  any  of  the  powers  now  en- 
gaged to  support  his  election  ?  So  that 
whatever  our  instructions  may  have  been 
upon  that  head,  they  cannot  now  be  a  secret 
any  where  but  in  this  House,  where  they 
ought  to  be  known,  and  ought  to  be  strictly 
enquired  into ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
tlia  t  the  powers  of  Europe,  who  now  support 
the  elector  of  Saxony,  will  ever  put  any 
confidence  in  this  nation,  or  join  cordially 
with  us  in  any  measure,  while  those  per^ 
sont,  who  formerly  advised  such  measures^ 
have  any  influence  in  our  councils :  nor 
can  the  nation,  with  honour,  propose  any 
terms  of  peace,  much  less  esg^e  in  a 
war,  for  defeating  those  very  measures 
which  have  been  concerted  in  conjunction 
with  us :  We  cannot  at  least  propose  any 
such  terms  of  peace,  or  engage  in  the  war  , 
on  such  a  footing  till  we  have  made  ex- 
amples of  those  who  engaged  us  in  such 
destructive  measures. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  suppose  that 
the  instructions  sent  at  that  time  to  our 
minister  in  Poland,  were*,  to  favour  that 
party  who  were  for  placing  upon  their 
throne  the  electoral  prince,  now  the 
elector  of  Saxony ;  those  instructions 
must  have  been  communicated  to  all  the 
chief  officers  of  state,  particularly  to  th^>se 
of  them  who  then  appeared  at  the  head 
of  the  Saxon  party  in  Poland ;  and,  as 
many  of  them  are  now  in  the  interest  of 
Stanislaus,  can  we  suppose  that  those  in- 
structions are  now  a  secret  to  any  of  those 
'powers,  who  are  now  engaged  to  su[^ort 
tlie  election  of  that  prince  to  the  throne  of 
Poland ;  or  that  they  will  look  upon  this 
nation  as  impartial,  or  with  any  confidence 
accept  of  our  mediation,  as  long  as  those 
very  persons  who  joined  in  such  measures 
against  them,  have  any  influence  in  our 
councils  ?  So  that  if  we  have  a  sincere 
inclination,  which  I  thiak  we  ought  to 
have,  to  prevent  this  nation's  being  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  we  ought  to  enquire 
mto  our  transactions  in  Poland  ;  and,  for 
that  reason,  ought  to  have  the  Papers, 
called  for,  laid  before  us :  but,  moreover, 
if  it  should  appear,  that  the  emperor  has 
been  attackea  for  pursuing  those  very 
measures  he  had  concerted  with  us ;  is  not 
this  nation  in  honour  obliged  to  defend 
him  against  such  an  attack  ?  or  at  least, 
we  ought  to  punish  those  who  engaged 
the  faitn  of  this  nation,  in  measures,  whidi 
it  was  not  our  interest  to  pursue. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  in  every  supposable 
case,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  not  only 
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to  call  £qt  those  instructions,  but  to  ex- 
amine them  strictly,  before  we  can  pre- 
tend to  give  his  Majesty  any  honest  or  sin- 
cere advice,  in  relation  to  the  present 
*]^ture  of  afl^rs  in  Europe.  If  the  in- 
structions were  right,  we  ooght.to  know  it 
before  we  can  give  our  advice ;  and  it  is 
impossible  the  publishing  of  them  can  pro- 
duce any  bad  effect:  If  they  were  other- 
wise, they  can  produce  no  worse  effect 
than  they  have  done  already ;  and  it  is 
necessary  they  should  be  examined  into, 
and  the  persons  punished  who  advised 
them,  berore  we  can  suppose  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's mediation  will  have  any  effect  to- 
wards restoring  the  peace  of  feurope,  or 
preventing  its  bein^  necessary  for  this 
nation  to.  engage  in  tne  war. 

'  The  question  was  then  put  upon  the 
motion,  which  upon  a  division  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  71  to  29. — The  motion 
was  made  by  the  earl  of  Chesterfield ;  and 
the  Speakers  in  favour  of  it  were,  the  said 
earl,  the  lord  Bathurst,  the  lord  Carteret, 
and  the  earl  of  Winchdsea :  the  Speakers 
against  it  were,  the  duke  of  Newcastle, 
the  earl  of  Bay  and  the  lord  Hardwick. 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  a  Mo- 
iion  relating  to  the  Iredty  of  Seville.'] 
Inunediately  ader  this  division  the  follow- 
ing Motion  was  made  in  the  House,  viz. 
"  That  an  humble  Address  should  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  give  direction,  that  the  Letters 
and  Instructions  sent  to  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters at  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,, 
relating  to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of 
Seville,  should  be  laid  before  the  House." 

This  Motion  likewise  occasioned  some 
debate,  in  effect  as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  Notwithstanding  the  fate  of 
the  former  motion,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
make  another,  which  I  hope  will  have 
better  success;  but  before  I  make  the 
motion  I  intend,  I  desire  his  Majesty's 
speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  in  the  year 
1731,  may  be  read.  (The  same  was 
read  accordingly.)  In  that  speech  you 
may  observe,  my  Lords,  his  Majesty  in- 
fonned  us,  in  general,  of  the  difficulties 
that  were  like  to  attend  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  of  Seville. .    And  then  says, 

*  the  plan  of  operations  for  the  execution 

*  of  tne  treaty  of  Seville  by  force,  in  case 

*  we  should  be  driv^  to  that  necessity,  is 
'  now  under  consideration.' — From  these 
expressions,  and  from  what  fell  from  a 

'  noble  lord  in  the  former  debat^i  who  told 
[VOL.  K.] 


us  we  were  to  look  for  tlie  sprmgs  and 
causes  of  the  present  war  somewhere  else 
than  in  the  instructions  given  to  our  mi^ 
nister  in  Poland,  I  think  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  see  the  letters  and  in- 
structions sent  to  our  ministers  at  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  in  relation  to 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,;  for  in  that 
treaty,  and  in  the  negociations  that  were 
carried  on  for  the  execution  of  that  treaty, 
I  am,  indeed,  very  much  persuaded,  we 
are  to  look  for  some  of  the  chief  springs 
and  causes  of  the  present  war ;  at  least,  I 
am  very  sure,  we  cannot  pretend  to  give 
his  Majesty  any  advice  with  respect  to  the 
present  war,  without  seeing  that  plan  of 
operations  which  was  concerted  lor  the 
execution  of  that  treaty,  and  those  nego- 
tiations that  were  carried  on  for  concertmg 
that  plan,  and  for  making  it  effectual  after 
it  was  concerted ;  and  therefore  my  Lords, 
I  shall  move,  &c  (as  above  mentioned.) 

To  this  it  was  answered  in  substance  as 
follows : 

My  Lords ;  I  must  say,  I  am  a  great 
deal  more  surprised  at  this  Motion  than  I 
was  at  the  former ;  for,  as  the  afi^r  of 
Poland  is  made  at  least  the  pretence  of 
the  present  war,  it  m^ht  be  suspected  that 
the  late  transactions  in  that  kingdom  were 
the  chief  causes  of  the  war ;  but  I  am  sure 
it  is  impossible  to  imagbe  that  any  of  the 
letters  or  instructions  relating  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  can  have 
any  concern  with  the  motives  of  the  pre- 
sent war;  because,  whatever  measures 
were  concerted  for  the  execution  of  that 
treaty  by  force,  it  is  certain,  that  no  such 
measures  ever  took  effect ;  we  all  know, 
that  the  treaty  of  Seville  was  soon  after 
fully  executea  in  an  amicable  and  friendly 
manner,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Vienna ;  therefore  the  Treaty  of  Vienna 
is  the  only  Paper  that  can  properly  have 
any  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  . 
of  Seville,  and  the  only  Paper  from  whicnt 
we  can  have  any  information  in  relation  to 
the  executi(Hi  of  that  Treaty. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  mere  can  be  no 
relation  between  the  papers  now  called  for 
and  the  causes  of  -tjie  present  war,  there  ' 
can  be  no  reason  for  our  desiring  them  to 
be  laid  before  us  on  the  present  occasijbn  i 
but  farther,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  very 
improper,  and  certainly  very  dangerous, 
to  maxe  those  papers  public  at  such  a  con- 
juncture as  the  present ;  because  there 
may  be  several  things  in  them,  that  mi^ht 
break  off  that  good  correspondence,  which 
now  subsists  between  his  Majesty  and  afi. 
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the  pmren  engaged  in  tbe  present  war; 
and,  n^ich  is  certainly  necessary  to  keep 
up,  till  the  plan  of  peace,  concerted  by 
bis  M^esty-aad  his  allies^  sMl  be  either 
accepted  or  r^ected:  for  if  it  be  accepted, 
and  peace  restored  upon  safe  and  honour- 
able terms,  this  nation  will  be  fireed  Irom 
the  danger  of  being  mvolved  in  a  heavy 
mud  expensiye  war;  a  danger  which  we 
eaiuiot  avoid,  ifthe  planberQeoted,and  the 
war  long  continued;  th^efore  I  hope  this 
House  wiB  nerer  ftgree  to  do  any  thing 
th^  may  give  the  feast  occasion  or  pre- 
tence for  rejecting  of  that  plan :  and  what^ 
erer  some  jLords  may  be  pleased  to  say  of 
that  plan,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  appear  to 
be  a  reasonable  anda  good  plan  ;  because 
in  the  fi»rminff  of  it  the  Dutch  ministers 
concurred  widi  ours ;  nay,  I  bdieve,  were 
the  first  and  the  prmcipal  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  drawing  it  up:  I  beUeve  it 
was  originally  formed  by  as  wise  and  as 
IwBosta  minisler,  as  oyer  had  the  diveedon 
ofthea&irs  of  the  States  General;  and 
his  draught  was  iqpproved  of  by  all  tfaose^ 
who  have  any  ^are  in  the  adminislmtiott 
of  their  affiurs :  so  that  whatever  may  be 
said  or  thoi^lit  of  our  own  ministers,  I 
hope  every  lord  in  this  House  will  do  tiie 
Dutch   mmisters,    especialfy  -that  grea^ 
man,  who  has  now  Ine  duef  direction  of 
Aeir  a£^r8,  the  justice  to  think,  that  th^ 
would  neid^  have  drawn  up  nor  improved 
a  ridiculous  plan,  or  a  plan  which  they 
timught  would  not  be  eroctiiBl ;  and  Ib^ 
Uevel  may  say,  thatif  duEit  pkn,  or  some- 
diing  very  like  ft,  be  not  enectual,  it  will 
from  thence  i^pear,  that  some  <^  the  par- 
ties now  engaged  in  war,  have  views  whidi 
they  have  not  yet  thought  fit  to  own,  «p4 
that  both  the  Dutch  and  we  wiU  think  it 
necessary  to  join  in  the  war,  in  order  to 
prevmit  the  accomDlid[)ment  of  su<^  dpin- 
gerou^  designs.    Tne  discovering  of  those 
views,  if  there  be  any  such,  is.  certainly 
one  of  the  chief  things  intended  by  that 
plan  ;  the  sooner  they  are  dtscovered,  the 
more  easy  it  will  be  to  defeat  them ;  and  I 
hqpe  vour  lordships  will  do  nothing  that 
may  def^t  the  design  of  the  plan,  which 
your  ageing  to  the  present  motion  would 
very  pmably  do  ;  because  it  might  fur- 
nish a  pretence  to  some  of  the  parties  en- 
gaj^  in  war,  to  reject  the  pkui,  without 
bemg  obliged  to  discover  tiieir  real  de- 
signs. 

But  in  short,  my  Lords,  every  argument 
that  was  offered  against  the  former  motion, 
is  certainly  equally  strong  against  this; 
and  as  your  lordships  have  thought  fit  to 
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disagree  with  the  former  motion,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  your  disagreeing  llkewiaer 
with  this. 

The  Reply  was  totlw  Mowing  efect  « 

My  Lords;  Whatevermay  be  my  own 
private  opinion,  I  havje  so  great  a  defer- 
ence for  the  opinion  of  this  House,  tiiat  if 
there  were  no  difference  between  this  and 
the  former  motion,  I  shoidd  not   hinre 
stood  up  to  have  said  any  thing  in  its 
favour ;  out  I  hope  when  your  lordship» 
consider  it,  you  will  see  that  there  ia  m 
very  great  difference,  between  the  paper* 
now  caDed  for,  and  tiie  papers  callea  for 
by  the   former  motion ;  for  though  the 
transactions  to  which  the  former  motioD 
rdnted,  h^ipened  several  yean  ago,  yet  it 
<9uinot  be  nid,  that  the  affiur  is  quite  at 
an  end,  because  the  dispute  about  Ae 
election  of  a  king  of  Poland  is  atill  sub- 
itistine  ;  and  for  that  reason  many  of  your 
lordships  might  diink  it  improper  to  nave 
any  papers  pul^shed,  whidli  any  way  re- 
lated to  that  dispute:  but  in  the  case  oow 
before  us,  there  is  no  foundation  for  such 
an  argument;  the  affiur  relating  to  the 
execution  cf  the  treaty  of  Seville  is  ww 
quite  9$  an  end,  the  freaty  has  been  fhSy 
executed  in  aO  its  parts,  except  so  far  as 
relates  particularly  to  this  nation,  I  mean, 
my  Lords,  with  r&speci  to  the  depredationi 
committed  upon  our  merdiants  by  the 
Spaniards;  andL  assatisfectionwas^auetD 
us  by  the  htw  m  nations,  I  hope  we  have 
macfe  no  promises,  nor  used  anjr  argu* 
ments   that   can   possiUy  diM)blige  any 
power  in  Europe,  not  particulvfy  con» 
cemed  in  that  affiiir:  indeed,  if  the  doc* 
trine  a£  consea  uences  takes  place,  if  we 
must  never  call  for  pa{>er8  rdioting  to  any 
tranJsaction,  as  long  as  its  consequences  are 
upon  the  aovil,  I  Qotd>t  mudi  if  this  House 
can  ever  call  for  papers  relating  to  any 
transaction,  that  has  nappened  for  at  least 
a  century  past ;  for  every  transaction  must 
be  the  consequence  of  some  former,  pei^ 
haps  a  great  many  former  transactions,  sa 
that  we  would  never  call  for  the  papers 
relating  to  any  transaction,  as  long  as  tiie 
persons  concerned  in  it  were  alive,  whidi 
would  indeed  be  an  excellent  and  a  safe 
doc^ne  for  ministers ;  but  for  that  veiT 
reason,  I  hope  it  will  never  be  recehrea 
within  these  walls. 

I  shall  readily  admit,  my  Lords,  tiiat  the 
consequences  of  the  treaty  of  Seville  are 
now  upon  the  anvil :  I  shall  readily  admit 
that  the  present  war  is  a  most  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  iind  of 
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^lie  tiB^faitAva  thai  Were  afterwards  ox- 
tered into,  for  executii^  that  treaty  by 
CMTce :  and  I  am  so  &r  from  thinking  that 
thoae  negotiations^  or  the  papers  relating 
to  them,  can  hare  no-  relmoo  to  the 
eausea  or  motive  of  the  present  war,  that 
lam  Gonrinced  the  war  is  duefl  j  oiring 
t9  that  treatjr,  and  the  measures  mt  w<ere 
eoocerted  ror  its  exeeutidn!.  By  that 
treaty,  the  ancient  union  and  indmate 
«orr^JM»dence  between  France  attd  Spain 
were  restored ;  and  by  tiie  intredtietion  of 
SfMHiiA  troops  intO'  Itdiyt  we  not  only 
Mened  a  way  for  the  ^Spaniards,  but  by 
thatyery  stq^  iTe  lost  the  king  of  Sar* 
^Unia,  by  which  we  opened  a  way  Hkewise 
ibr  the  Trends  intatoe  same  countryy  and 
hereby  united  those  three  powers' ni'tibat 
dbse  cottfederaeyy  which  ocoastons  the 
present  dtsturbance  in  Europe. 

But,  my  Lords,  tiiougb  the  present  war 
\e  »  most  natoral  consemience  of  the 
areai^  of  Serille,  and  ^e  future  negoti»* 
tiens  for  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  I 
mxk  so  &r  from  thtnking  this  a  good  reaiei 
Ibr  oar  noit  calling  for  any  ^ 
to  the  execution  of  that  treaty^thatl 
it  is  a  most  convincing  argument,,  for  our 
eikjiuring  Mictl^r  hito  all  those  tratfoc- 
tions ;  and  there  is  no  danger  to  be'  ap{>re^ 
kcttdsdlfxotti  pnUtthing  any  paper  rdbting 
totfaem:  therecanbenraiingtiianyof  thos0 
]^aper&dnt  can  possibly  disM>ltge  eiUier  of 
tke  three  pewers  now  united  a^^ainst  the 
euipefor^mere  than  we  hanre  aheady  done 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna ;  and  if  there  be 
any  thing  in  either  of  those  piqpers,  which 
aai^  a0  that  time  have  been  dis<^liging 
t<>  flie  emperor,  we  hare  since  sufficiently 
aftoned  for  it,  by  the  unlnntted  guaranty  or 
tiie  Pragnnittc  banetion,  which  the  honoikr 
of  this  nation  now  stands  char^  wilih  by 
Aetrea^of '^^CBn»;  so  that  it  is  not  po»* 
aible  te  ceneeive,  how  there  can  be  any 
diing  in  tibe  papers  now  ciAed  for,  that 
may  tend  tewaras  defeating  the  plan  which 
las  been'  conoerted  for  restoring  the  peace 
of  Emrope^  and  which  die  noble  duke  says, 
inll  appear  to  be  awise  and  agood  plan. 

AiTknow  nethtng^  mv  Lor£,  about  this 
plan,  I  shd  net  pretend  to  say,  what  it 
will  appear  te  be ;  but  if  it  should  appear 
te  be  a  wise  and  a  good  plan,  lam  sorry 
teiad,  that  the  Dutch  only  are  to  have 
the  honour  of  it ;.  for  as  we  have  been  at 
attt&e  eiqpence  both  in  concerting  it^  and 
te  endeapfouring  by  oar  preparations^  te 
makeit  effectwu,  it  was,  I  think,  but  rea^ 
esnaUe,  that  we  should  have  had  a  shared 
e£dkel|eBoasb    However,  let  the  pianF  be 
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^A4uit  it  wis,  it  calnf  receive  no  preiodice 
from  any  of  the  papers  now  moved  for  :  it 
•OBsible  tiiat  either  ef  the  parties  en« 
in  war  can  frcm  thence  find  any 
coiour  of  reasen  for  rejectii^  the  [^  > 
and  if,  from  frivolous  pretences,  thejir  ve*. 
ject  it,  their  real  designs  will  appear  ae 
evident,  as  if  they  had  rejeeted  it  without 
givmg  any  soch  reason.  But,  my  LoidB»r 
whalerer  msqr  become  ci  the  plan,  the^ 
present  posture  of  affidrs  is  of  so  great  im« 
jportance,  that  we  cannot,  in  honour,  neg- 
lect giving  his  Majaity  our  advice ;  and  it 
is  impona)le  for  this  Hoube  to  give  hiot 
any  advice,  without  seeing  the  mipers  and 
instructions  now  moved  for.  Indeed,  if 
thephm  should  be  reiected,^we  must  iheo 
see  a  great  many  other  papen,  before  war 
ean  pretend  to  be  so  thoroughly  acquainted^ 
with  the  curoumstaoces  of  affitirs,  as  to  he 
fh\t  te  give  any  reasenable  advice;  witk 
respect  to  those  measutes,  whicb^  his  Mb* 
jei^  oi^^  in  that  case  to  pursue. . 

The  euestion'  bdngi  then  put,  it  wa^ 
\«^  a  divisietty  carried  ii^  the  Negative,* 
w  ^9,^  te  29&  This  motion  was  made  by 
the  lord 'BaAhurst,  and  supported  by  the 
eail  of  ChesterfieM  and  the  lord  Car^ 
tetet.  Hie  Speakers  against  it  were  Ili9 
lord  Hervejand  the  du£5  of  Newcastle. 

As  soon  as  this  divisioir  was  over,  Ae 
lord Gartercftstoodupand made  the  follow* 
hhg  motiotf,  vifl.  ^  That  an  humble  Ad* 
dMsbbe  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  her 
woidd  bepleased  te  give  directions  to  the 
prosper  officer  or  officers,  to  lay  before  this 
liouseythe  sevesel  Allotments  of  Qoartera 
which  had  been  made  fin*  his  Majesty's 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  since  the  25th 
day  of  March  last.''  Which  motion  wae 
agreed  te  without  any  debate  or  division. 

Debaie  in  the  Lords  on  the  MtUiftj^ 
BiiL^  Inarch  IS.  The  Mutiny  BiD  was,  ac<* 
cording  to  order,  read  a  second  time  in  die 
House  of  Lords,  and  ordered  to  becommitt* 
ed:  butassDonas the motionfer committing 
was  agreed  to,  a  mtition  was  made,  **  Thai 
an  Instruction  should  be  given*  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  that  Bill,  to  receive  a  clause  for 
providing,  that  the  number  of  Land-Forcea 
te  be  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  and  sub^ 
jected  to  the  penalties  of  that  Bill,  do  not 
exceed  17,7(H-" 

Upon  this  motion  there  was  a  long  de« 
bate,  in  which  the  Arguments  made  use 
of  for  the  motion  were  to  this  eifect : 

My  Lords;  Akhocnh  I  have  agreed  to  ' 
thd  ooauaitting  of  this,  ffiU  wkboiit  any 
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objection,  yet  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of 
the  number  of  forces  mentioned  in  ^e 
preamble.  The  number  of  forces  kept  up 
last  year,  was  much  greater  than  I  thought 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  country, 
and  much  greater  than  I  thought  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  our  constitution ;  but  by 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  I  find,  even  that 
number  is  now  to  be  greatly  increased  ; 
and  why  a  creater  number  is  now  neces- 
sary or  sale,  I  cannot  comprehend.  I 
.  have  always  thought  myself  obliged,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  to  take  notice  of 
every  thin^  that  might  occasion  any  addi- 
tional burden  to  be  laid  upon  the  subject, 
or  that  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  dan- 
gerous conseauence  to  tn^  happy  constitu- 
tion of  this  kmgdom  ;  and  I  nave  always 
thought  it  my  duty,  not  to  give  my  con- 
sent to  cither,  till  I  heard  some  very  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  convincing  me  that  it 
was  necessary.  This,  my  Lords,  is  what 
makes  me  now  stand  up ;  for  I  have  always 
been  of  opinion,  and  I  think  it  has  generally 
V  been  admitted,  that  the  keeping  up  of  a 
great  number  of  regular  troops  within  this 
Island,  in  time  of  peace,  is  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequence  to  our  liberties  ; 
and  the  encreasing  that  number  upon  any 
occaision,  musf  obSge  us  to  lay  new  bur- 
dens upon  the  peojSe. 

As  the  circumstances  of  Europe  are 
now  much  the  same  they  were  last  year,  if 
no  greater  number  had  been  proposed  for 
the  ensuing  year,  I  have  so  great  a  respect 
for  the  opinion  this  House  was  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  that  though  I  am 
still  of  a  different  opinion,  I  ^ould  not 
have  ffivcn  your  lordships  any  trouble 
vpon  the  present  occasion  :  but  since  a 
great  addition  is  now  to  be  made,  to  that 
which  last  year  ].  thought  too  great  a 
number,  I  expected  that  some  of  the  noble 
Lords,  who  are  in  the  secret  of  our  aflSurs, 
would  have  stood  up  and  shewn  us  the  ne- 
cessity for  this  augmentation :  this  I  not 
only  had  r^on  to  expect,  but  I  am,  in 
honour,  obliged  to  insist  upon  it,  before  I 
give  my  consent  for  keeping  up  the 
number  now  proposed ;  ana  every  Lord 
of  this  Hou$e,  who  is  in  the  same  cir- 
eumstances  with  me,  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect the  same,  and  lies  under  the  same 
obligation  to  insist  upon  it.  There  m^ 
be,  for  what  I  know,  a  very  \u*gent  neces- 
sity for  this  augmentation,  but  I  desire  to 
have  that  necessity  explained  to  us  ;  for 
if  this  House  should  ever  come  into  the 
method  of  encreasing  our  fleets  and  our 
armies,  and  loading  otur  people  with  debts 
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and  taxes,  for  no  other  reason,  but  because 
the  ministers  tell  us  it  b  necessary,  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  soon  come 
to  be  of  the  same  nature  with  the  parlia- 
ment or  states  of  the  province  of  Brit- 
tany, or  of  any  of  the  other  provmces  of 
France ;  we  may  perhaps  contmue  to  meet 
in  this  House,  but  we  shall  meet  here  for 
no  other  end  but  to  approve  of  what  our 
ministers  may  be  pleased  to  inform  us 
of,  and  to  give  a  parliamentary  sanction  to 
whatever  they  may  be  pleased  to  propose. 
The  chief  reason,  therefore,  my  Lords, 
for  my  standing  up,  is  to  demand,  tiiat 
some  noble  Lord,  who  is  better  acquaint- 
ed than  I  am  with  the  present  curcum- 
stances  of  the  nation,  especially  with  re- 
^>ect  to  our  foreign  affairs,  would  stand  up 
in  his  place,  and  explain  to  us  the  neces- 
sity for  our  making  the  augmentation  pro- 
posed; for,  unless  that  necessity  be 
fully  exnlained  to  us,  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships wul  agree  to  the  motion  I'  now 
make,  which  is,  that  there  may  be  an 
instruction  to  the  committee  upon  this 
Bill,  to  receive  a  clause,  &c  (as  above- 
mentioned.) 

The  Answer  to  this  was  in  substance  as 
follows : 

I  shall  readily  admit,  my  Lords,  that  the 
keeping  up  of  a  numerous  standing  anny 
witain  this  island,  in  time  of  peace,  is  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence,  and  ab- 
solutely inconsistent  with  our  constitu- 
tion ;  I  shall  likewise  admit,  that  no  \ 
mentation  can  be  made  to  our  army,  witi 
out  laying  some  additional  burden  upon 
the  people;  and  therefore  I  must  ad- 
mit, that  we  ought  never  to  agree  to 
either,  without  some  very  apparent  neces- 
sity for  so  doing ;  but  the  ai&irs  of  Eu» 
rope  are,  at  present,  in  such  a  dangerous 
state,  and  that  state  is  so  well  and  so 
publicly  known  that  the  necessity  for  our 
making  an  augmentation  of  our  army,  is, 
in  my  opmion,  of  itself  apparent,  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  was  quite  unneces- 
sary for  any  Lora  in  this  House  to  explain 
that  necessity.  The  present  cannot  be 
properly  said  to  be  a  time  of  peace : '  we 
are,  at  present,  in  a  state  of  douot  and  sus- 
pense, which  can  neither  be  called  a  state 
of  peace  or  of  war :  for  though  we  are  not 
actually  engaged  in  the  war  now  carrying 
on  in  Europe,  no  man  can  foresee  nosr 
soon  we  may  be  obliged  to  engage ;  and 
therefore  it  is  highly  necessary  for  us  to 
beffin  early  to  provide  for  the  worst,  in- 
order  that  we  may  be  able  to  engage  will* 
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such  vigmir,  at  may  contribute  both  to  the 
safety  and  th6  honour  of  the  nation,  in  case 
any  future  event  should  render  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  us  to  take  a  share  in  the 
war. 

The  number  of  troops  mentioned  in  the 
preamble  of  tliis  Bill,  is,  it  is  true,  great^ 
than  that  which  was  maationed  in  the  same 
bill  last  session  of  parliament;  yet,  my 
Lord^,  the  augmentation  is  not  so  great 
as  it  may  at  firat  appear  to  be.  The  num- 
ber of  troops  prc^osed  for  this  ensuing 
year,  does  not  very  much  exceed  that 
number  which  was  thought  necessary  last 
year :  for  your  lordships  must  remember, 
that,  towards  the  close  of  last  session, 
there  was  a  power  granted  to  his  Maiesty 
to  augment  his  forces  both  by  sea  and  land, 
if  the  exigency  of  afiairs  should  so  require; 
and,  in  piu^uance  of  this  power,  there 
was  last  year  an  au^entation  made  to 
our  land  forces,  which  augmentation  his 
Miyesty  thought  absolutely  necessary,  for 
enforcing  those  measures  he  was  then 
taking,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  restore 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  His  Majesty's 
mediation,  in  conjunction  with  his  allies, 
the  Dutch,  had  been  accepted  by  all  the 
parties  engaged  in  war;  and  in  such  circum- 
stances it  was  certainly  very  necessary  for 
his  M^esty  to  put  himself  into  such  a  con- 
dition, as  might  add  weight  to  what  he 
was  to  propose,  as  mediator  of  the  differ- 
ences subsisting  in  Europe.  A  plan  of 
peace  has  accordingly  been  offered,  to  the 
parties  engaged  in  war ;  if  the  terms  df  that 
plan  be  accepted,  peace  will  be  restored  to 
Europe,  the  balance  of  power  preserved, 
and  tnis  nation  freed  from  the  danger  it  is 
at  present  exposed  to,  of  being  obliged  to 
engage  in  a  bloody  and  expensive  war ;  it 
is  tl)erefore  very  much  the  interest  of  this 
nation  in  particular,  as  well  as  of  Europe 
m  general,  to  have  that  plan  made  effec- 
tual ;  and  it  must  be  granted,  that  the  most 
certain  method  for  making  it  effectual,  is 
for  his  Majesty  to  shew  to.  all  the  parties 
concerned,  tHat  he  is  preparing  to  join 
against  those,  who  shall  refuse  to  accept 
of  those  ifeasonaUe  terms  of  peace,  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  propose.  This  was 
the  reason  for  making  an  augmentation 
last  year ;  this  is  the  reason  tor  making 
still  a  farther  augmentation  for  the  year  to 
come ;  and  this,  my  Lords,  is  so  apparent, 
that  I  did  not  expect  it  would  have  wanted 
any  explanation. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  his  Majesty's  endea- 
vours should  fail  of  the  desired  success, 
the  augmentation  we  have  made  will  then 


be  of  great  use ;  for  if  that  reasonable  plan 
his^ajesty  has  offered,  should  be  fe- 
jected,  it  will  be  a  proof,  that  some  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  war  have  designs,  wliich 
are  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope; this  must,  of  course,  necessarily 
oblige  us  to  join  the  other  side ;  and  by 
the  preparations  we  have  made,  we  shall 
be  able  to  put  a  stop  to  the  designs  of  the 
ambitious,  before  they  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  push  them  too  far ;  in  which  we  shall 
certainly  have  the  assistance  of  our  friends 
the  Dutch,  who,  as  they  are  joined  with 
his  Majesty  in  the  mediation,  will,  without 
doubt,  join  with  him  in  such  other  m^- 
sures  as  may  be  necessary  for  preserving 
the  balance  of  power ;  and  this  they  wiQ 
do  the  more  cordially  and  the  more  n>eely, 
when  they  see  that  his  Majesty  is  pre- 
pared, for  the  immediate  execution  of  any 
measure  that  may  be  proposed.  In  this 
respect,  they  were  in  a  situation  very  dif-' 
ferent  from  that  in  which  we  were  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  because  they  had' 
made  no  reduction  of  their  land  forces, 
ever  since  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  between 
the  Emperor  and  l^ain,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  necessary  for  them  to  make  any 
augmentation  ;  lul  they  had  to  do,  was,  to* 
delay  making  that  reduction  which  they 
had  actually  resolved  on,  before  the  pre- 
sent war  broke  out;  whereas  we  had  I6ng 
before  reduced  the  augmentation  we  made 
of  our  land  forces,  on  occasion  of  that 
treaty ;  and  were,  for  that  rieason,  obliged 
to  encrease  them  last  year,  in  order  to 
put  ourselves  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  Dutch,  and  to  convince  them,  that  we 
were  resolved  to  be  ready  to  join  with 
them  in  any  measure  that  should  appear 
necessary,  for  preventing  the  ambitious 
views  of  either  of  the  parties  now  engaged 
in  war. 

Upon  this  occasion,  my  Lords,  we 
ought  to  consider,  that  immediately  after 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  Dutch  reduced 
their  land  forces  to  32,000  men,  which 
they  supposed  to  be  a  number  sufficient 
for  the  defence  of  their  country  in  time  of- 
peace,  and  accordingly  it  appeared  to  be 
so ;  for  they  never  made  any  addition,  till 
they  heard  of  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  Emperor  and  Spain  at  Vienna, 
and  the  counter-alliance  concluded  be- 
tween England  and  France  at  Hanover ; 
upon  whicm  occasion,  as  the  a£&urs  of  Eu- 
rope seemed  to  tend  towards  an  open  rup- 
ture, they  augmented  their  army  with 
20,000  men ;  and  at  the  same  time,  and  for 
the  same  reason^  we  encreaied  our  land 
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forces  to  the  nmiiber  turn  profMMed  bjr  liib 
Bill;  but  i^n  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  we  reduced  our  forces 
again  to  their  did  standard,  whereas  the 
Putchaerer  reduced  a  man  of  theW^OOO 
^ddkional  troops  they  had  rmsed,  though 
it  is  certain  they  were  resolved  te  reduce 
every  man  of  Aiem,  as  soon  as  they  saw 
lliat  the  a&in  oi  Eonme  would  admit  of 
sach  a  reductieo,  and  had  actually  come 
iaa formal  resohition  to  vedaee  10,000 of 
Item,  just  before  the  lale  king  of  Poland's 
death  9  but,  upon  that  prince's  death,  they 
^eiy  wisefy  su^pendea  that  red<dtttion,  so 
that  they  certainly  have  now  20,000  land 
frroes  on  footy  more  dian  they  would  at  this 
line  have  had,  if  no  war  Ind  bn^e  out; 
therefore  It  may  be  (iroperhr  said,  they  have 
■oode  an  augmentation  of  ^,000  men  on 
account  of  the  present  w«r ;  and  to  do  diem 
justice,  as  our  allies,  as  behig  united  in  die 
same  interest  widi  us,  we  catn  do  no  less 
than  increase  our  army  to  the  number 
aow  proposed,  as  being  die  least  number 
we  can  hove  in  proportion  to  the  army 
OQTidliesythe  Dutch, have al present  on 

fiKlt. 

The  number  of  regular  forces,  kept  up 
vrithin  this  Island  in  former  times,  is,  1  ftncf, 
my  Lerdsy  an  argument  constandy  made 
vseofwhen  this  incomes  before  us;  but 
H  is  always,  in  my  opinion,  an  argument  ra« 
tiler  for^  than  aaamt  the  number  offerees 
mroposed  by  we  bill ;  for,  considering 
the  diftrence  between  regular  forces  and 
militia,  whidi  the  late  troubles  is  Poland 
have  made  suffieiendy  manifeat,  it  must  be 
mnted,  that  the  number  of  regalar  forces 
Kept  up  in  this  nation,  or  in  any  naUon, 
Oi^t  always  to  bear  some  sort  of  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  regale  forces  kept 
a\  by  neighbouring  states,  emeeially  by 
ose  from  whom  the  greatest  danger  is  to 
be  i^>prehended ;  and  as  all  the  nations  of 
Burope  have,  of  late  years,  very  much  in« 
dreas^  dieir  number  of  regular  forces  for- 
merfy  kept  op,  we  must  necessarily  do  the 
same ;  but  in  pardcite',  we  oug^t  to  con- 
rider  our  neighbouring  kinadom  of  Fiance, 
the  nation  mm  which  we  have  the  most  to 
ftar;  and  if  we  compare  the  number  of 
regular  forces  now  kept  up  by  them,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  witn  the  nunA«r  th^ 
formerly  kept  up,  I  belibve  we  shall  find, 
that  the  increase  we  have  made  in  our  num- 
ber of  regular  forces,  bears  no  pn^rtion 
with  the  mcrease  th^  have  lately  mode ; 
so  dmt  diia  a^g^ttment,  whi^  is  aenesafly 
made  use  of  against  the  bill,  IS  rea%,  when 
ri^y  cMsi£red|Oiieof  (be  strongest  or* 
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gumetttsthat  can  be  made  use  of,  in  &- 
vour  of  the  greatest  number  of  forces  that 
was  ever  proposed  to  be  kept  up  within 
this  island  m  tnne  of  peace;  and  consider^ 
ing  the  doubtful  state  we  are  in  at  present^ 
considering  the  present  dangerous  situa- 
tion of  the  affiiirs  ei  Europe,  I  am  sur- 
prized to  see  any  oppontion  made  te  tlie 
small  augmentation  now  proposed* 

The  Reply  was  in  substance  thus : 

My  Lords;  As  every  day  seems  to  fbr- 
nish  us  with  new  auucims  in  politics,  winch 
to  me  mpear  v^  extraordinary,  so  tlii» 
day  has  fomished  us-with  a  maxun,  that  ia 
not  only  eictraerdinary,  but  inconsistent 
widi  oar  constitution :  we  hare  been  Urid, 
that  the  number  of  regular  forces  kept 
up  in  dus  nation,  is  always  to  bear  sointt 
proportion  to  the  nuiaber  of  r^nlar  forcea 
kept  up  b  V  our  neighbours,  emcially  hj 
our  neighboun  of  France,  from  whom 
we  are  said  to  have  most  to  fear.  My 
Lords,  if  we  were  so  unlucky  as  to  be 
situated  on  the  continent,  or  to  have  anT" 
neighbours  that  could  come  at  us  by  laira, 
th^  mig^  be  smne  truth  in  the  maKim 
now  discovered  to  us ;  but,  as  we  hava^ 
the  happiness  to  be  surrounded  by  ^tm 
sea;  as  we  have  the  happiness  to  hftve 
a  fleet,  superior  to  any  that  can  pio- 
bably.be  sent  agamst  US;  wehavenoocd^ 
sion  to  give  ourselves  any  troidde,  or  te 
put  ourselves  to  any  expence,  on  acoount 
of  the  number  of  regular  forces  k^  up  hj 
any  of  our  nei^bouts :  our  n^^moma 
may  keep  up  as  many  thousands,  or  aa 
numy  hundred  thousands  as  they  picaae:, 
but  they  cannot  put  hundred  thooBmb  oir 
board  transports,  and  without  putting  tfaesa 
oa  board  transports,  they  can  do  no  harm 
to  thtf  nation :  nay,  they  cannot  put  OAy 
great  number  of  thousands  on  board  traaa- 
port-ships,  widiout  our  hearing  of  the  eio- 
borkation ;  and  if  we  have  the  least  soa- 
picion  of  their  being  desianed  againat  oa^ 
we  can  send  our  fleet  and  lock  them  up^  or 
p^haaa  bum  their  ships  in  their  harboaiat 
thererorewe  can  never  have  occasion  to 
keep  up,  in  diis  island,  any  greater  nun>« 
bar  of  regular  forces  dian  are  necesaarT  for 
secnriAg  our  coasts  i^;aiaat  suddea  and  UB* 
expected  invasioaa,  whieh  can  never  coi^ 
sist  of  abave  four  or  ftra  tfaoiamiit  wcnem  ^ 
and  to  guard  as  against  sndi,  I  ant  sore  m 
much  smaller  manber  of  regsdar  forcaa 
would  be  sufficient,  than  has  Mem  kcpl  ep 
for  MMUiy  yesm  past  in  this  isla^ 

We  htave  likev^sabeen  tstd,  my  Loads^ 
of  the  gieat  difiecanee  iTtiwen  regular 
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forces  and  militia,  which,  it  is  said,  hat 
been  manifested  by  the  late  trouUes  in 
Poland :  But  in  tins  case,  we  ought  to  db- 
tingniith  between  veteran  troops,  and  those 
that  can  only  be  called  reguhur  troops : 
we  ought  also  to  distin^um  between  a 
r^ular  well  disciplined  militia,  and  a  mere 
rabble  or  mob.  By  veteran  troops,  I  mean 
those  who  have  been  inured  to  action,  and 
are  acquainted  with  danger ;  and  such,  I 
believe,  will  always  be  found  better  than 
tiie  best  disciplined  militia,  or  even  the 
i>e8t  regular  troops  that  never  looked  an 
enemy  in  the  face,  unless  it  was  the  smug- 
fflers  and  the  thieves  of  their  own  country : 
but  that  there  is  any  very  great  difference 
between  these  last-mentioned  troops,  and 
a  regular  well  disciplined  militia,  is  what  I 
caiinot  admit' of;  nor  have  the  late  trou- 
bles in  Poland  a&rded  me  any  reason  ta 
do  so ;  for  every  one  knows,  that  their 
militia  were  neither  regular  nor  dis- 
ciplined ;  nay,  I  doubt  much  if  they  were 
siifficiently  provided  with  ammunition  or 
arms :  but  the  situation  of  this  country  is 
very  far  different  from  that  of  Poland ;  for 
Ihough  our  Qiilitia  hove  been  very  much 
neglected  of  late  years,  yet,  before  we 
could  be  invaded  by  any  powerful  annado, 
we  should  have  time  to  oiscipline  our  mi- 
litia, and  to  form  them  into  regular  regi- 
ments: it  is  very  well  known,  that  me 
Spanish  A^mado  was  above  two  years  in 
preparing,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  na- 
tion in  Europe  besides  ourselves,  that  could 
fit  out  such  another  in  a  shorter  time.  In 
two  years,  in  the  half,  in  the  fourth  part  of 
Aat  time,  there  is  not  a  ploughman  in  Bri- 
tain but  might  be  made  as  good  a  soldier 
as  ever  danced  through  his  exercises  at  a 
review;  and  if  he  should  dance  through 
his  exercises  for  twenty  years  longer,  wiw- 
out  seeing  action,  he  cannot  be  called  a 
veteran,  nor  can  it  be  supposed  he  will 
behave  as  sudi  in  the  first  action  he  hap« 
pens  to  be  in. 

These  consideration^,  my  Lords,  have 
always  convinced  me,  that  7  or  8,000  men 
are  sufficient  to  ^uard  this  island  against 
any  foreign  invasion^ ;  and  I  am  sure  they 
wiU  always  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of 
our  government,  as  long  as  long  as  the  af- 
fections of  the  people  are  carefully  pre- 
served ;  a  greater  number  c^  never,  in 
my  opinion,  be  necessary,  unless  it  be  to 
support  a  wicked  and  oppressive  admini- 
stration,  agmnst  the  general  r»entment  of 
the  people ;  and  this  Iloiise  will  never,  I 
hope^  give  countenance  to  any  such  de- 
sign.    Ftota  henct,  mj  Lords,  I  must 
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conclude,  that  we  are  for  this  next  year  to 
keep  up  17  or  IB^OOO  men,  purely  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  war ;  and  why  we 
^ould  as  yet  give  ourselves  so  much  oon* 
eem,  or  put  oursdves  to  such  an  expence 
about  it,  is  what  I  cannot  comprenend* 
We  are,  it  is  said,  in  a  state  of  doubt  and 
suspense ;  but  were  not  we  in  the  same 
state  at.  tibe  beginning  of  last  session  of 
parliament^  Were  not  the  consequences 
as  the  war  as  mudi  to  be  dreaded  at  the 
beginning  of  that  session  as  at  the  end, 
or  as  they  can  be  at  present  ?  Nav»  in  my 
opinion,  they  were  more  tobe  dreaoedat  the 
beginning  ox  that  session  that  at  any  time 
since ;  for  ever  since  than  time  the  parties 
engaged  have  appeared  to  be  pretty  equally 
matted,  and  white  they  continue  so,  I  ami 
sure,  the  balance  of  power  can  never  be 
supposed  to  be  in  danger;  so  that  if  his 
Majesty  augmented  his  land  forces,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  granted  at  the  end  of 
last  session  of  parliament,  it  is  so  fkr  firom 
being  a  reason  for  agreeing  to  the  aug- 
mentation now  proposed,  that  unless  I 
bear  some  better  reason  than  I  have  yet 
heard  for  it,  I  must  conclude,  it  was  an 
unnecessary  [augmentation,  it  was  putting 
the  nation  to  a  needless  expence;  and 
therefore  we  ou^t  to  be  so  tar  firom  ap- 
proving it,  by  making  a  new  augmentation, 
that  we  ou^ht  tb  adc&ess  his  Slajesty,  to 
know  who  It  was  advised  him  to  make  the 
last 

With  reqpect  to  tfie  plan  of  peace  said 
to  have  been  oflfered  to  the  parties  now 
engaged  in  war,  I  am,  my  Lords,  entirely 
in  the  dark ;  nor  can  any  Lord,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  draw  any  argument  from 
it,  because  nothing  relating  to  it,  nothing 
relating  to  any  of  our  foreign  al&irs,  has 
been  laid  before  this  House.  Whatever 
that  plan  maybe,  I  wish  it  may  meet  with 
the  desired  sucoess  i  but  I  ain  sorry  to  sa^, 
I  have  too  good  reason  to  doubt  of  ita 
meeting  with  any  success;  for,  firom  the 
view  I  nave  of  foreign  affidrs^  even  from 
that  view  which  I  take  from  public  news- 
papers, I  am  of  opinion,  the  war  now  kin- 
dled in  Europe  cannot  be  so  easily  made 
an  end  of  as  some  people  imagine :  befoie 
that  flame  can  beextinguisheo,  I  am  afraid 
much  blood  will  be  spilt,  great  princes 
must  su&r,  even  queens  must  #eep ;  the 
conduct  (k  ministers  must  be  enquired 
into,  and  some  must  meet  with  that  pu- 
nishment they  deserve,  before  that  flame 
can  be  extinguished  whiqhbas  been  raised 
by  their  mismanagement 

But,  supposing,  my  Lords,  that  we  had 
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been  fully  acquainted  with  tlus  plan,  sup-* 
posing  that  we  knew  it  to  be  reasonable 
and  a  good  plan,  do  we  think  thatihis  Ma- 
jesty^s  measures,  or  any  propositions  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  foreign  powers, 
are  to  be  enforced  by  an  addition  of  seven 
or  8,000  men  to  his  land  forces  ?  No,  my 
Lords,  his  Majesty's  measures  are,  upon 
all  occasions,  to  draw  their  weight  from 
the  affections  of  his  people,  and  from  the 
sincere  advices  of  his  parliament,  after  we 
have  been  fully  informed  of  our  circum- 
stances with  respect  to  foreign  afiairs ;  for 
in  case  it  should  at  last  appear  absolutely 
necessary  for  us  to  enter  into  the  war 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  all  the  men  in  the  na- 
tion, able  to  bear  arms,  would  be  at  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  every  purse  would 
be  open  to  him ;  but  till  that  conjuncture 
happens,  the  strength  and  money  of  the 
nation  ought  to  be  husbanded  as  much  as 

Eossible;  the  nation's  money  ought  not  to 
e  thrown  away  upon  useless  augmenta- 
tions, either  by  sea  or  land,  which  can  no 
way  intimidate  our  enemies,  and  may 
amuse  our  friends  with  vain  hopes  of  as- 
sistance, when  perhaps  there  is  no  such 
tiling  designed. 

Tne  Dutch,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  did 
reduce  their  land  forces  to  about  32,000 
men,  soon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  but 
it  is  well  known  that  the  reduction  they 
then  made  was  too  great,  and  was  loudly 
complained  of,  even  by  some  of  their  own 
provinces :  at  that  time  indeed  there  was 
almost  a  certainty,  that  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  would  continue  for  some  years; 
every  nation  in  Europe  was  then  groaning 
under  the  burdens  which  the  former  war 
had  brought  upon  them,  so  that  it  was 
very  improbable  any  one  of  them  would 
soon  think  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  any 
neighbouring  state ;  and  the  JDutch,  who 
had  their  share  of  the  burden  of  the  war, 
thought  they  might  take  advantage  of  that 
time  of  absolute  security,  to  ease  their 

Eeople,  and  to  recover  a  little  from  that 
urden  of  public  d^bts  they  were  then  la- 
bouring under;  yet  even  at  that  time,  not- 
M'ithstanding  the  state  of  absolute  security 
which  Europe  was  then  in,  the  provinces 
of  Guelderland  and  Overyssel,  which  lie 
mo^t  exposed,  remonstrated  strongly 
against  the  reduction  then  made,  and  never 
ceased  their  remonstra^ices  till  the  treaty 
of  Hanover  happened,  whichafforded  them 
an  opportunity  of  pressing  an  augmen- 
tation with  success;  for,  as  the  situation 
of  that  country  is  very  different  from  the 
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situation  of  this,  it  is  at  all  times  necessary 
for  them  to  keep  up  a  numerous  arnij. 
They  have  the  misfortune  to  be  situated 
upon  the  continent,  and  may  consequent- 
ly be  suddenly  invaded  by  great  armies; 
they  have  an  extensive  frontier  to  defend 
upon  which  they  have  above  seventy 
fortified  towns,  and  in  every  one  of  these 
they  must  keep  numerous  garrisons ;  so 
that  52,000  men  is  really  the  least  num- 
ber they  can  keep  up,  unless  it  be  at 
some  very  extraordinary  conjuncture,  such 
as  that  which  happened  after  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

Altliough,myXorfl8,  there  can  be  no  just 
parallel  drawn  from  the  number  of  regular 
forces  necessary  to  be  kept  up  in  Holumd, 
yet  let  us  consider  what  we  did  at  the 
time  the  Dutch  made  this  large  reduction : 
did  not  we  at  the  same  time  reduce  our 
army  to  7  ^r  8,000  men?  and  if  at  that 
time  we  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
Dutch,  we  had  reduced  it  to  half  that 
number:  if  any  parallel  then  could  be 
drawn  between  the  Dutch  and  us,  the  ad- 
ditional 10,000  we  now  k^ep  up,  and 
v/hich  has  been  kept  up  for  many  years, 
ought  to  be  set  against  the  20,000  addi-  ^ 
tional  forces  raised  by  the  Dutch  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Hanover;  and 
every  man  must  grant,  that  it  is  more  than 
our  just  proportion.  But,  besides  this 
10,000  which  last  year  we  agreed  to  keep 
up,  for  no  other  reason  but  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  war  then  broke  out  in  Europe, 
have  not  we  made  a  most  extraordinary 
addition  to  our  naval  force  ?  Have  we  not 
iiow  added  no  less  than  22,000  men  to  the 
number  of  seamen  we  kept  up  the  year 
before  the  war  broke  out  ?  So  that  if  we 
had  actually  reduced  the  10,000  land 
forces  kept  up  last  year  solely  on  account 
of  the  war,  neither  the  Dutch  nor  any 
other  of  our  allies  could  have -said  that  we 
were  behind-hand  with  them,  in  providing 
for  the  preservation  of  the  balance  w 
power  in  Europe.  But,  as  the  case  now 
stands,  we  have  taken  such  an  alarm,  and 
have  put  ourselves  to  such  an  expence, 
that  afi  the  powers  of  Europe  seem  to  think 
we  have  done  enough  for  them,  as  well  as 
ourselves;  and  therefore  neither  the  Dutch 
nor  any  other  power  of  Europe,  have  given 
themselves  the  least  concern,  or  put  them- 
selves to  the  least  expence,  about  the 
preservation  of  tliat  in  which  they  are  8« 
deeply  and,  more  immediately  concerned 
than  we  are. 

If  the  balance  of  power,  my  Lords, 
were  really  in  danger  of  being  ovcrtiiroed> 
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we  ought  to  take  other  sort  of  measures 
than  have  as  yet  been  taken.  Our  treaty 
with  Denmark  can  make  no  new  addition 
to  the  security  of  that  balance,  because 
the  king  of  Denmark,  by  as  solemn  a  treaty 
as  can  be  made,  was  before  obliged  to  as- 
sist the  emperor  with  all  his  force :  and,  if 
the  emperor  could  not  depend  upon  that 
treaty,  we  can  as  little  depend  upon  the 
treaty  we  have  made,  or  any  treaty  we  can 
make :  but,  upon  the  present  emergency, 
our  views  should  have  been  principally 
directed  to  another  Quarter;  there  is 
another  power  whose  iriendship  and  al- 
liance will  always  add  great  weight  to  any 
of  our  negotiations  upon  the  continent ; 
and  I  am  sony  to  find  there  is  not  so  good 
an  understancUng  between  that  power  and 
us,  as  ought  to  be  wished  upon  occasions, 
but  particularly,  upon  the  present  emer- 
gency. As  we  have  been  refused  all  in- 
sight into  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  into  any 
of  our  late  negotiations,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  judge,  whether  the  balance  of  power 
be  in  danger  or  not ;  but  by  the  in- 
action of  the  Dutch,  and  by  the  indiffe- 
rence shewn  by  several  other  powers,  with 
respect  to  the  presentiwar,  I  must  con- 
clude, that  the  oalance  of  power,  is  not,  as 
yet,  like  to  be  in  any  danger;  if  it  is  not, 
and  if  we  have  no  other  concern  in  the 
war,  I  must  then  certainly  conclude,  that 
the  great  expences  we  nave  been  at,  as 
wdl  as  the  aidditional  expence  now  pro- 
posed, are  quite  useless,  and  can  serve  no 
pumose  but  that  of  overioading  the  people 
with  taxes,  and  alienating  the  minds  of  nis 
Majesty's  subjects ;  whicn,  instead  of  add- 
ing weight  to^  his  Majesty's  negotiations, 
wul  frustrate  all  his  measures  for  restoring 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  will  render 
the  councils  of  this  nation  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  aU  our  neighbours. 

To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  we  must  al- 
ways augment  all  our  land  forces  when 
France  augments  theirs,  is  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  doctrines  I  ever  heard  de- 
livered in  this  House;  it  may  as  well  be 
laid,  that  because  the  Frencn  have  given 
up  their  liberties,  and  submitted  their  necks 
to  the  yoke  of  arbitrary  power,  we  ought 
to  do  the  same.  What  have  we  to  do,  for 
God's  sake,  with  the  armies  of  France  ? 
They  may  march  great  armies,  into  Hol- 
land, Germany,  Ital^,  or  Spain ;  but  can 
.they  march  an  army  into  Great  Britain,  or 
into  any  part  of  our  dominions  ?  we  know 
they  cannot ;  and  we  likewise  know  they 
cannot  transport  any  great  number  of 
fiyrces  by  sea»  nor  cao  they  transport 
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any  number  but  by  stealth,  as  long  as 
our  fleet  is  superior  to  theirs :  and,  while 
we  are  united  among  ourselves,  as  long  as 
his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  illustrious  family^ 
shall  retain  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the 
people,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any 
number  that  France  could,  by  stealthy 
pour  in  upon  us,  though  we  had  not  a  re- 
giment of  what  are  called  regular  forces  in 
me  kingdom. 

Let  us  consider,  my  Lords,  what  it  was 
that  chiefly  contributed  to  destroy  the  li- 
berties of  France :  it  was,  my  Lords,  their 
feats  of  invasion*  from  us ;  we  had  then 
large  possessions  in  that  country,  from 
whence  it  was  easy  for  us  to  invade  them 
at  any  time ;  and  the  continual  apprehen- 
sions they  were  under  of  invasions  from  us 
affbrded  their  kings  add  ministers  a  pre* 
tence  for  prevailing  with,  the  people  to 
alter  the  form  of  their  militaiy  force :  ther 
altered  the  ancient  establishment  of  their 
militia,  and  put  the  power  over  them  en- 
tirely into  the  hands  of  the  crown :  this 
gave  the  first  blow  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people ;  for,  soon  after,  their  kinss  began 
to  loeep  up  regulfi?  armies,  entirely  de^ 
pendent  upon  the  crown;  and  as  France 
was  the  first  country  of  Europe  where  any 
such  army  was  kept  up,  so  the  French  were 
the  first  people  in  Europe  that  lost  their 
liberties :  if  we  should  fall  into  the  same 
error,  if  we  should  now,  for  fear  of  inva* 
sions  from  them,  do  what  they  formerly  did 
for  fear  of  invasions  from  us,  we  might  Ex- 
pect our  case  would  at  last  come  to  be  the 
same ;  and  then  indeed  they  would  have 
of  us  a  full  revenge ;  but  we  should  be 
much  less  excusable,  because  their  fears 
of  invasions  from  us  were  real,  and  were 
founded  upon  experience,  whereas  our 
fears  from  them  are  so  very  far  from  being 
founded  upon  experience,  that  they  rahsC 
always  be  imaginary  and  ridiculous. 

At  last  the  question  was  put  ttfid  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  87  to  43« 

The  motion  w^  made  by  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  and  was  supported  by  the  lord 
Bathurst,  the  earl  of  Aylesford,  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  the  k>rd  Carteret,  and  the 
earl  of  Winchelsea.  It  was  opposed  by 
the  lord  Hervey,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  tl^ 
earl  of  Finlater,  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  aoA. 
the  lord  Hardwick. 

Bill  Jar  Quartering  Soldiers  of  Eke* 
tions.']  In  consequence  of  the  motionmade 
by  the  lord  Certeret  (see  p.  870  )  for  an 
Address  to  his  Majesty,  ^  That  he  would 
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he  pleated  to  give  direcftieiis  te  tlie  prej^ 
elicer  or  ofilcen^  to  lay  before  that  Houiey 
tbe  aereral  AUoleientt  of  Quarters  which 
had  been  Made  for  his  Majesty^s  hnd 
foroea  m  Oreat  Br^iaSft,  from  the  25Uiday 
0f  March  then  last.^'  These  Allotments 
were  accordingly  laid  before  the  Howe: 
«id  thereupon  it  Was  i^yed,  and  the 
Judges  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
fai  a  Billy  for  regulating  the  Quartedng 
«f  Soldiers,  durfaiff  the  tfine  of  j^eeiitos. 
This  HiMwasacooHKnri^rpreparedby  them, 
and  presented  (o  the  Heose,  being  mtitled 
An  Act  for  regtdatmg  Ae  Quarteriilg  of 
Soldiers,  during  the  time  ef  elections  of 
memben  to  serve  in  pariiameot;  andwaa 
as  follows,  w. 


*  Whereas,  W  the  anient  oomnion  hw 
of  this  land,  all  elections  Ought  to  be  fVee : 
an&whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  third 
yebr  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the 
first,  of  flunous  memory ,  it  is  commanded 
upon  great  forfeiture,  that  no  man,  by 
foree  m  anns,  nor  by  malice  or  menacing^ 
shall  distarb  the  fteedom  of  any  election: 
mid  jfofasmiioh  aa  the  fi^eedom  of  Sec- 
tions of  aaambers  te  Mftte  it  parliaaaiem, 
ia  of  the  vtmest  e&tHfeqaerrce  to  the  pre- 
seniAiOR  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
this  kingdom :  Ito  the  end  therefore  that 
the  same  may  be  safely  transmitted  to 
peaterity,  and  for  the  ai^oiding  any  incon- 
Teniepoes  that  may  arise  theteunto  from 
any  regiment,  troop,  or  conmany,  or  any 
number  of  soldiets  which  dudl  be 
quartered  or  biUcaed  wMiin  any  city, 
borooffh,  town  or  place,  where  any  elec- 
tion of  any  membv  or  members  to  serre 
in  pariiament,  or  of  the  sixteen  peers  to 
represent  the  peerage  of  Scotlana  in  par- 
liament, or  01  any  of  them,  shall  be  ap- 
^nted  to  be  msoe. 

*  Be  it  enaoted  by  the  Khig's  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
iEmd  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal, /and  commons  in  parliament 
assembled,  and  by  authority  or  the  same, 
that  when  and  as  often  as  any  such  elec- 
tion shall  be  appointed  to  be  made,  the 
secretary  at  war  for  the  time  being  ( ^ho 
b  hereby  required  to  take  notice  ot  the 
tkne  iqmoiAted  for  sudi  elections  or  elec- 
tion) shall  and  is  hereby  required,  at 
some  convenient  time  before  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  such  election,  to  issue  and 
send  forth  proper  orders  in  writing  for 
the  removal  of  evet^  such  regiment, 
troop  or  companv,  or  other  number  of 
aeUiers,  as  shall  be  quartered  or  billeted 
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in  any  $uch  city,  boroufih,  toWli  «e  piaoe^ 
where  such  dectionshful  be  appoimed  to 
be  madei    and  every  such  tegiment, 
troop,  or  company^  or  other  nun^M^ 
of  soldiers  as^resMd,  shaH  upon  the  ie» 
oeipt  of  sueh  order,  accordingly  aMMk 
out  of  every  such  dtj,  boroi^h,  town  o# 
plaoe,  one  ds^f  at theieast before  tedsy 
appointed  for  such  electienf  to  the  dil* 
tance  of  two  or  more  n^ea  firom  ludl 
eity,  borough,  town  or  pl*^  and  AtU 
not  make  any  nearar  apptoatih  to  sash 
city,  borough,  town  »  pUee  tta  a^^eadd, 
until  one  day  at  the  least  after  the  pofl 
to  be  taken  at  such  election  Aatt  b^ 
^ded,  and  tiie  poM-books  dosed* 
*  Atid  be  it  forther  enacted  by  the  aa» 
thority  itfbresaid,  That,  b  oaae  a^y  ofr^ 
eer  or  officen  to  whom  sndi  order,  fraa 
the  secretary  at  war  for  the  time  beiag, 
(  or  other  person  to  whom  the  issuing  out 
such  order  as  is  aforesaid  shaH  belong) 
ahaH  be  dh^cted  and  delivered,  shafi  ne» 
gleet  or  tefose  to  cause  such  regimeDt, 
troop  o^  cOB^wny,  or  other  nainhersf 
soldiers  so   quartered  or   billeted,  al 
aforesaid,  to  mareh  out  ef  audi  d^ 
borough,  towti  6r  phM,  «t  die  tilae  sad 
to  the  pkce  or  places  in  sodi  order  s^ 
effied,  and  AA  be  there<^  didf  ooa^ 
vidted  upon  ah  indietment,  te  beprs* 
ferredatUie  next  aaii^es  <Hr  sessioas  «f 
Oyer  and  Teradcier,  to  be  hddfortht 
eountr  where  audi  oAmce  shall  be  06» 
mittea,  ^  an  information  to  be  exkaUtei 
in  the  court  of  SJng's-bench,  within  «k 
months  titet  audi  oftmce  ootiuaitted: 
which   infOTmation   the  said  court  of 
King's-bench  is  hmby  hnpowered  ta 
grant;  every sudi  officer  ahaU, for eveft 
audi  offence,  be  forthwith  cashiered  aal 
dsapkuted    foom   audi   his   offce,  sal 
shall  be  thereby  gabled  to  hate  or  hcM 
any  dhol  or  mihtsary  office  or  employment 
within  tills  Idn^om,  or  in^  any  d*  his  Mft- 
jes^s   dominions,   and   shaH  Iftewiie 
for^  And  ifany  officer  or  sddien 

who  shall  be  ordered  o^  directed  to  maK^ 
out,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  found  in  aay 
such  dty,  borough,  town  or  place,  darkg 
the  continuance  of  such  dectioa,  ss 
aforesaid,  and  shaH  be  thereof  ddy  con- 
victed, upon  an  indictment  io  be  pre- 
ferred at  the  n«ct  assises  or  seariMi  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be  hdd  ford* 
county  where  such  offimce  shall  be  com- 
mitted, every  such  officer  shall  forcvttjr 
such  oflfence,  forfeit  the  sum  of 
<  Plroridedneveithdess,  that  nothing  tt 
<thia  act  contained  lAall  ext^  or  ba 
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c«ikitnied  to  extend,  te  the  cities  of 
London  or  WeBtminster^  or  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  for  und  in  respect  of  such 
nipaber  of  troi^  and  soldiers  only,  as 
are  usually  employed  as  guards  to  his 
Mi^iesty's  rovat  person*  or  are  usually 
quartered  pr  hUleted  near  to  the  place  of 
lus  Majesty's  residence,  nor  to  any  city, 
borough,  town  or  place,  where  bis  Ma- 
ksty,  or  any  of  bis  royal  family  shall 
baroen  to  be  cff  rq«ide  at  th^  time  of  aoY 
saon  election,  for  or  in  respect  of  sudn 
BDmber  of  troops  or9oldier8  only,as  shall 
be  attendant  as  guards  to  his  Majesty,  or 
to  9iioh  other  person  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  &niily  as  is  aforesiiid »  nor  to  any 
castle,  fort  9r  ibrtifie4  plac^*  where  any 
garriscm  js  Uf  ui^ly  kept,  for  or  in  respect 
of  svQb  niwber  of  troops  or.  soldiers  on(y 
wh^re<^  mdi  gairia^  is  usually  com- 
pModf 

*  Provide  lii^ewis^,  that  nothing  in  this 
aot  conlitiiiedt  shall  extend  or  be  con^ 
itnied  to  extend  to  my  officer  or  soldier, 
who  shall  have  a  righl  to  vote  at  any  9uch 
$leotio«  as  aforeo^d;  but  that  ?veiy 
such  officer  and  soldi^  mav  freely  and 
wiyuHtf  interruption,  attend  and  give 
Ms  V9t9  «t  su^h  d^M^tion,  imy  thing  h^Srain 
before  coataioedtQthe  contrary  thereof 


|M<ll#  m  tifi  l9rd4  on  th0  BiU /&r 
Qit^rtmiyr  SofiUers  at  Ek€twn$.*2  April 
1^  TheHouseef  Lords  went  into  a  com- 

.    ^     ■        I        M  I     . • — -f— 

•  TllfJbUmfmgii  ih$A€€qunt  ^thkDeimte 
cwiaiasd  M  AKCHBIBHOP  8ECKSRHS 
MmoscairT  Asroar ;  a$  tQ  mkick  tee  the 
limtODucTioN  to  thu  Volume* 

April  15.    In  the  Jilehate  aboQt  removiiig 
SoMiers  at  the  time  of  ^lectioivi, 

ffevceiik.  I  dasire  it  m^y  be  reciled.  tbi^ 
tfiia  hath  been  the  custom^  and  oidered  that  it 
boQOPt^ned. 

Alfingdm.  The  Preamble  in  public  bUls  is 
not  to  be  fixed  befbre  tbe  b3l. 

Jngktea.  Whatif  there  be  no  Secretary  at 
War!  It  wSlaot  beseftdtnttosaylbepar- 
aaAdMtofficiatts:  TberafoM  let  it  be  the  oldest 
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mittee  on  the  above  Bil^  and  the  $rs4 
enacting  Clause  being  read. 

The  Earl  of  Anglesey  stood  }xp  and  too): 
notice,  *  That  if  none  but  die  SecretarjF 

Qtrteret.  The  Secretary  at  War  should  re- 
ceife  orders  from  tbe  Captain  General  if  there  be 
ooe:  and  the  Chancelloi:  who  sealsthe  writ  should 
be  appointed  to  s^ire  notice  at  the  same  time. 

Abingdon.  'Hie  Secretary  at  War  was  not 
heard  of  before  Jac.  %.  though  necessary  now: 
and  he  hath  encroached  open  the  Secr^ary  of 
State. 

Scarborough  This  office  will  be  necessary 
AS  lODg  88  we  have  troops.    There  is  no  office 

ti.  £.  dorks,  Jro.]  beloQjgriog  to  the  Chief  Ofr 
ceroftbe  army,  nor  is  he  always  residinsf  in 
London :  and  the  Secretary  of  fiiate  hath  bn- 
siuess  eooQgh  of  his  own.  Whoever  woakl 
advise  removing  a  Secretary  at  Waribrbad 
purposes,  would  advise  removing  a  Secretary 
ofStete. 

Newcastle,  lieave  out  the  obligation  npo^ 
the  soldiers  to  march  s^ay :  obedience  to  this 
order  will  stand  upon  the  same  foot  with  obe* 
dience  to  any  other  order. 

Carteret.  Offioers  are  liable  by  the  HdtiDy 
Bill  only  ftnr  military  crimes,  and  in  this  cas^ 
only  by  a  court  martial,  which  tbe  government 
mav  not  think  proper  to  give  orders  for, 

Bethurtt.  Juf  the  obligation  to  march  away 
be  left  out,  an  officer  may  march  bis  men  i* 
when  catted  by  somebody  that  bethinks  proper 
to  obey,  and  a  court  martial  will  say  ne  did 
well :  now  it  is  not  desired  that  there  should 
ever  be  an  intenpositioo  of  soldiers. 

W^rmkk.  Consider  Ihe  case  ef  an  insm*- 
rection,  an  invasipn,  a  great  mob  doing  gvsait 
harm.    Iama«iiasttbeBiliintirely. 

A^lerferd.    There  is  a  mob  eftener  wheo 
one  side  are  sore  of  beiagsopiMsnedbv  soldiers^ 
If  there  be  a  mob,  there  isariot  act  by  whicb  ^ 
persons  may  be  punished. 

CheUetjfield.  Disobedience  in  this  case  is  a 
civil  dime.  The  offieer  ssay  be  a  candidalf 
himself:  in  that  ease,  a  eonrt  martial  is  not  so 
proper.  If  the  Secrstary  at  War  send  orders 
but  not  in  the  Ring's  name,  they  are  suljlMt 
to  no  penally. 

CholmmJeliey.    Tbe  Secvetaiy  at  War  is  a 

'vy  eoanseUar.    In  ordinary  cases  a  f 


10  the  an»y  or  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Vmemtle.  The  Secretary  of  mfJ»  knows 
nothing  of  theas  things. 

Baikunt.  The  Secretary  of  State,  or 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Talbot^  C  Supposing  a  designed  vacancy 
fbr  bad  purposes  is  carrying  suspicions  too  far. 
Te  enjom  this  on  any  other  officer  wi^  a  pe- 
nalty would  be  hard :  and  appointiDg  Civil  Of- 
ieeis  to  act  for  military  purpossa  is  psraerting 
4VMf  lUng. 


from 


the  Seeretary  is  looked  upon  ss  an  order 
from  the  Kkg,  With  these  restnetioos  and 
peodties  no  oanocr  will  venture  lo  the  piece  of 
deciion  when  the  civil  magistrates  reqnure  him. 
Yes  Ibsn  he  is  bound. 

Searbormgk.  Then  be  most  disobey  the 
HMgistrate  or  the  Secretary  a|  War.  Let  the 
thing  he  made  eenlBin  some  wt^ ;  that  the  offi- 
cer may  knew  what  to  do. 

Jfemeaetle,  1  will  retraotmy  motion,  and 
desire  that  tbe  Judges  may  prepare  a  new  clause. 

Hardwieke.  It  may  go  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed.  They  will  be  liable  to  be  io?^ 
dieted  by  common  Uw  and  a  jury,  which  is  the 
proper  way :  UpUe  to  be  fined  more  severely 
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«t  War  should  be  obliged  to  send  orders  to 
tbe  soldiers  to  withdraw  at  the  time  of  an 

than  by  this  Bill.  This  will  be  better  than  to 
oblige  or  authorize  them  to  come  at  the  call  of 
magistrates  who  are  always  in  some  interest : 
for  then  there  can  be  no  consideration  of  the  oc- 
casion. 

Carteret.  The  officer  can  be  tried  by  com- 
mon law  if  he  commit  a  riot :  not  else.  But 
this  Bill  is  against  him  if  he  stays  in  his  cham- 
ber. It  is  designed  by  this  law  to  fix  penalties 
to  what  was  law  before.  That  the  soldiers  shall 
march  away  from  the  plaee  of  election  is  the 
birthright  of  the  subject. 

TalSatf  C.  There  .is  no  law  for  taking  troops 
from  places  of  election:  aod  an  express  law 
against  their  being  there  would  leave  no  room  for 
cases  of  necessity.  They  will  now  be  pnnish- 
able  for  being  there  by  martial  law  if  the  crown 
thicks  proper,  and  by  common  law  for  doing 
any  thing  amiss  there.  There  are  difficulties 
in  all  ways,  and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  reason  why 
there  hath  been  no  bill  of  this  kind  sooner. 
But  this  Bill  will  obviate  them,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  done. 

WincheUea.  A  few  troops  are  no  security 
against  an  invasion  :  and  leaving  any  is  the  way 
to  promote  riots :  time  of  war  unU  be  an  ex- 
ception of  course.  The  danger  to  be  provided 
agP&inst  is  in  time  of  peace. 

Carlisle.  I  am  for  this  Bill  becanse  it  is 
brought  in.  But  they  have  great  merit  who 
have  practised  it  without  law  and  been  a  law  to 
tiiemselves. 

35  70 

Ifeo^astle.  Insert,  That  it  hath  been  eon- 
etant  usage. 

Cartertt.  I  am  doubtful  if  this  be  true: 
there  are  complaints  that  it  hath  not  been  done, 
•nd  complai..ts  are  not  always  made  when  there 
is  ground  for  them. 

(  Talbot  C.  If  it  hath  been  so  much  practised 
as  to  make  it  law,  which  was  the  opinion  of  the 
lord  who  spoke  last,  it  may  well  be  cailed  con- 
stant practice,  and  it  oufj^bt  to  be  inserted  to  the 
•  creditof  the  administration,  for  there  are  per» 
aOQs  willinfif  to  judge  hardly. 

Chesterfield.  The  Hootch  election  is  an  in- 
stance to  the  contrary :  sometimes  there  is  no 
opposition,  and  so  the  troops  are  not  withdrawn. 

Cholmondfley.  When  all  arts  have  been 
used  to  make  an  aversion  befieved  which  is 
not  true,  it  should  be  contradicted  in  a  BiU 
■UMte  about  it.  - 

Xewcasile.    Leave  out  the  word  *  eonstant.' 

Carteret.  It  is  no  merit  in  the  ministry  or 
crown  that  they  have  taken  away  the  troops. 
It  was  caution  and  that  craft  hath  oi\en  wen 
dangerous.  We  will  keep  the  tbrces  quiet, 
else  they  will  be  reduced.  I  should  be  glad 
they  bad  appeared  publicly. 

Jaathurst.     Why  not  enlarge  the  compli- 
ment, and  say  whereas  the  whole  of  this  ad- 
aiinistration  hath  been  good,  &c. 
6*  %^ 
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election,  the  intention  of  the  Bill  m^ht  be 
easily  defeated;  because  if  any  future  mi- 
mister  should  have  design  to  over-awe  any 
election,  or  any  number  of  dections,  lie 
might  get  the  Secretary  at  War  removed 
just  before  the  elections  came  on,  and  no 
new  one  appointed  till  al^r  they  were 
over;  and  as  the  bill  then  stoody  any 
other  person  acting  as  Secretary  at  War, 
might  refuse  to  bsue  such  orders,  by  vfhich 
the  intention  of  the  BiU  would  be  defeated; 
therefore  he  would  propose,  that  after  these 
words,  *  The  Secretary  at  War  for  the  time 
being,'  the  following  words  should  ht 
add^,  viz,  *  Or  such,  other  Penon  to 
whom  it  shall  belong.'  Which  Amend- 
ment was  agreed  to  without  any  debate. 
Then  a  motion  was  made  for  leaving  out 
the  second  enacting  Clause,  and  conse- 
quently these  words  in  the  first  clause, 
viz.  <  And  every  such  regiment,  troop  or 

*  company,  or  other  number  of  sc^diers, 

*  as  aforesaid,  shall  upon  the  receipt  of 
'  such  orders  accordingly  march.'  This 
occasioned  a  strenuous  c(ebate,  in  which 
the  Argument  for  the  motion  was  in  sub- 
stance as  follows : 

My  Lords;  By  a  Bill  wMch  we  have  diis 
session  passed  into  a  law,  I  mean  the  Bill 
against  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  the  ar- 
ticles of  war  which  are  settled  and  ogned 
by  his  Majesty,  in  conseouence  of  that 
Bill,  we  know,  that  every  officer  is  obliged, 
under  very  high  penalties,  to  obey  all  sudi 
orders  as  he  shall  receive  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's secretary  at  war,  or  any  peisoQ 
acting  as  such  :  therefore  I  must  tnink  it 
very  unnecessary  to  lay  the  officers  under 
any.  new  obligaticm,  for  giving  obedience 
to  those  orders  that  are  by  this  Bill  to  be 
sent  him  from  the  secretary  at  war,  with 
respect  to,  his  removing  from  any  place 
where  an  election  is  to  be.  For  this  reason, 
my  lords,  1  am  of  opinion,  that  the  second 
enacting  dause  of  this  Bill,  which  is  next 
to  be  read  to  your  lordships,  ou^t  to  be 
entirely  left  out,  and  instead  Uiereof  a 
clause  inserted,  for  laying  penalties  upon 
the  secretary  at  war,  or  other  person  act- 
mg  as  such,  who  shall  refuse  or  ne(^e<^ 
to  issue  orders,  as  directed  by  this  act; 
and  i£  your  lordships  agree  wita  me  in  Uiia 
opinion,  you  must  of  course  leave  out  df 
the  clause  now  read  to  you  these  words,  to 
wit,  *  And  every  such  regiment,  troop  or 
'  company,  or  other  nuinber  of  soldim  as 
*■  aforesaid,  shall  upon  the  receipt  of  such 

*  orders  accordingly  march.' 
If  any  officer,  my  Lords,  ^ould  disob^ 

the  orders  sent  him  upon  any  suoh  Qocft* 
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sion  by  the  secretary  at  war,  he  might  be 
tried  by  {^  court-martial,  and  subjected  to 
the  punishment  of  mutiny,  which  iB  a 
much  more  severe  punishment  than  any,  I 
believe,  your  lordships  intend  to  inflict  by 
this  Bill ;  therefore  it  is  very  unnecessary, 
nay  it  would  even  seem  a  little  ridiculous 
to  make  a  new  law,  for  inflicting  a  punish- 
ment less  severe  than  that  which  is  in^ 
flicted  by  a  law  we  have  already  passed  this 
very  session  of  Parliament ;  and  it  would 
be  a  great  hardship  upon  officers  to  sub- 
ject them  to  so  many  difterent  sorts  of 
trials  for  one  and  the  same  crime :  besides, 
my  Lords,  the  relation,  as  it  stands  at 
present  in  the  Bill,  might  be  attended 
with  very  great  inconveniences  ;  for,  if 
every  officer  were  laid  under  an '  absolute 
necessity,  not  only  to  remove  out  of  the 
town,  but  not  to  return  to  jt  upon  any  ac- 
count during  the  time  of  an  election,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  civil  power  £o 
have  the  assistance  of  the  troops  in  case 
any  great  tumult  or  riot  should  happen  at 
an  Section  :  nay,  the  enemies  of  the  ^o- 
Temment  might  take  the  opportunity  of 
an  election  for  a  new  Parliament,  to  as- 
semble and  form  themselves  into  great 
bodies,  at  those  places  where  they  knew 
the  troops  could  not  come  to  disturb  them, 
by  which  means  they  might  be  enabled  to 
begin  a  general  insurrection,  and  might 
come  to  a  very  great  head  before  his  Ma- 
jesty could  make  any  use  of  those  troops 
which  are  given  him  by  Parliament,  for 
preserving  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom : 
even  our  enemies  abroad  might  take  an 
occasion  to  invade  us,  and  to  land  their 
troopi  at  some  of  our  towns  upon  the  sea 
coast  during  the  time  of  an  election,  when, 
if  this  Bill  as  it  now  stands  should  pass 
into  a  law,  none  of  his  Majesty's  troops 
could  come  within  two  miles  of  the  place, 
to  dispute  or  prevent  their  landing. 

These  considerations,  my  Lords,  con- 
vince me,  that  no  one  of  your  lordships 
wiH  be  for  allowing  this  clause  to  stand  as 
it  is  in  the  Bill,  wiUiout  making  some  con- 
ditional provision  or  exception;  and  I 
eamiot  comprehend  how  any  such  can  be 
made,  without  subjecting  the  nation  to 
greater  dangers  than  those  we  propose  by 
this  Bill  to  avoid ;  for  if  we  make  an  ex- 
ception, that  the  troops  shall  leave  the 
town;  and  shall  not  return,  unless  some 
great  danger  happens,  or  is  to  be  appre- 
hended, we  must  give  a  power  to  some 
person  or  other  to  judge  when  that  condi- 
tion exists ;  and  where  to  lodge  this 
power,  does  not  to  me  seem  easy,  to  deter- 


mine :  to  lodge  such  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  returning  officer,  or  in  any 
other  magistrate  of  a  little  borough,  would 
certainly  be  of  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  freedom,  of  elections  ;  and  it 
would  be  as  dangerous  to  lodge  it  by  an 
express  law  in  the  breast  of  the  returning 
officer.  Thus,  to  make  this  restraint  ab- 
solute, may  embroil  the  nation  in  civil 
wars,  and  to  make  it  conditional  may  en- 
danger the  freedom  of  our  elections ;  for 
which  1  must  think  it  much  better  to  lay 
the  officers  under  no  restraint  or  oblN 
gation,  but  that  which  they  are  now  under 
by  the  martial  law,  and  the  Mutiny-BiH 
we  have  already  passed:  by  them  the 
officers  will  always  be  obliged  to  obey  the 
orders  they  receive  from  the  secretanr  at 
war,  unless  some  very  sudden  and  unfore- 
seen  accident  makes  it  absolutely  necet- 
sary  for  them  to  act  otherwise  ;  ^nd  in 
acting  otherwise,  they  will  always  be  ex- 
tremely cautious,  because  if  they  are  not 
able  to  make  the  niecessity  clearly  appear^ 
they  will  thereby  subject  themselves  to 
the  laws  against  mutiny. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  said,  that 
as  trials  by  court-martial  are  very  much 
under  the  direction  of  the  crown,  though 
an  officer  should,  on  occasion  of  an  elec- 
tion, disobey  the  orders  he  had  received 
from  the  secretary  at  war,  it  would  be  ia 
the  option  of  the  crown,  or  the  ministers 
of  the  crown,  whether  or  no  he  should  be 
tried  before  a  court-martial  for  such  dis- 
obedience ;  and  consequently  that  some 
officers  would  be  ready  to  disobey  them, 
as  often  as  thev  knew  that  the  orders  were 
sent  only  in  obedience  to  the  law,  but  that 
it  was  not  intended  or  expected  Uiey 
should  obey  them ;  but  it  is  certain,  that 
no  officer  would  venture  to  disobey  sudi 
orders  without  private  instructions  m  wri- 
ting, under  the  hand  of  some  superior  mi- 
nister ;  and  to  suppose  that  any  minister 
would  venture  to  give  such  instructions 
under  his  hand  in  writing,  or  that  many 
officers  would  observe  such  private  in- 
structions, are  suppositions  which,  in  my 
opinion,  there  is  not  the  least  ground  to 
make;  nay,  I  think  it  is  almoB(  impossible 
for  us  to  make  any  such,  if  we  consider, 
that  if  anv  officer  should  behave  in  such 
an  illegal  manner,  or  if  any  such  private 
instructions  should  ever  be  divulged,  a 
complaint  would  certainly  be  made  in  Par- 
liament against  such  officer  or  such  mi* 
nister,  and  both  mi^t  expect  the  highest 
punishment  the  PaxSament  coidd  inflict. 

But,  my  Lords,  suppose  that  an  officer 
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could,  in  sach  case,  bope  to  evade  all  pu* 
lushment  before  a  court  martial  or  in  rar- 
liament,  yet  even  as  the  law  stands  at  pre- 
i^nt,  he  could  notho{>e  to  evade  all  manner 
of  punishm^it  ;*  for  if  any  officer  should 
remam  in^  or  return  to  any  town,  during 
the  time  of  an  election,  and  should  make 
use  of  the  troops  under  his  oHnmand  for 
^er-awing  the  election,  he  might  be  in^ 
dieted  even  at  common  law  upon  the  sta- 
tute of  Edward  1,  called  Westminster  the 
^t ;  by  the  5th  chapter  of  which  It  is  de- 
clared, that  no  man  shall  by  force  of 
arm^,  by  malice,  or  bv  menaces  disturb 
|bf  freedom  of  any  emotion,  under  the 
piiMi  of  grievous  fine  and  imprisonment ; 
vhicb  ia  ao  severe  a  punishment,  that  it 
is  i|ot  to  be  supposed  mv  officer  would 
aul^ect  himself  to  it,  at  tne  desire  of  any 
W^lUr,  especially,  if  such  officer  were  ft 
geatlem^  of  fortune  m^  figwe  in  his 
country,  as  most  of  our  officers  are  at  pre- 
font,  ^  I  hope  always  will  be. 

)  hope,  my  tK>rds,  1  have  now  clearly 
fiievn,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  laving 
the  officers  of  the  army  under  any  of  the 
y^fffiints  or  penalties  proposed  bv  this 
Bill,  because  they  are  already  unoer  m 
great  reatrajnts  and  penalties,  aa  can  be 
aupposed  Qocessary  for  preveii|in|;  their 
fttempling  to  over-awe  any  electiop,  ei- 
^cgr  by  atayinff  in,  or  returning  to,  the 
place  where  there  is  an  election,  or  hy 
IBiakiog  use  of  the  troops  under  their 
command,  for  disturbing  the  freedom  of 
the  election ;  and  as  it  must  be  granted, 
that  the  restraints  proposed  by  tnis  Bill 
would  expose  us  to  great  dang^m  9Bd  in- 
^nvemences,  therefore  I  doiibt  not  bqt 
^O^r  lordships  will  agree  U>  the  amend- 
UMPnt }  shall  prcmose  v^pGa  reading  the 
IKai^t  iflmm ;  and  for  this  reason,  you  mu«t 
agree  to  leave  out  those  words  which  I 
liave  (tfoposed  to  be  left  out  of  tbe  davae 
Mw  before  you. 

Jt  was  aufvered  to  the foUowing  e&ct: 
Sy  the  Amef^^ient  npv  e^^redy  wtv 
^rds,  the  intention  of  the  present  Bill, 
ai^d  iAd«^  of  all  such  JBiUs,  seem?  to  be 
very  p»u^h  misunderstood ;  for  it  is  certain, 
that  all  J^ills  of  the  same  pature  with  that 
|AOw  before  us,  are  designed  aa  limiti^io^ 
and  restrictions  upon  the  power  of  the 
erow^,  or  rather  upon  the  power  of  hm- 
nisters  acting  under  the  crown.  During 
)iis  present  Majesty's  rei^n  we  are  certain, 
that  no  encroAcbmenta  will  he  made  Mpon 
the  freedom  of  elections,  by  ineaos  ci  the 
^my,  or  by  #py  other  BBkcana ;  but  iHm 
9ught  iM>t  to  prfTOH  our  ffli^iog  mb  re- 
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gulations,  as  may  apipeax  neoeasary  for 
preventing  such  encroachments  in  any  fu* 
^re  reign;  and  as  it  has  always^been  eoj^ 
posed,  that  troops  quartered,  or  remaining 
m  any  town,  dunng  the  time  of  an  election, 
might  be  some  sort  of  encroachment  imoa 
the  freedom  of  that  election ;  therefore, 
ever  since  we  had  any  such  thin^  as  a 
standing  army  in  this  island,  the  mmisters 
of  the  crown  banre  thouj^t  themaehFes,  ia 
common  prudence,  obliged  to  order  the 
troops  to  reihove  from  every  town,  whetf 
there  happened  to  be  an  election,  and  net 
to  return  to  that  town  till  the  election  wai 

auite  over.  This  has  hitherto  been  left  tt 
le  prudence  and  discretion  of  the  minis* 
ters  for  the  time  being ;  and  the  reaaoaef 
doing  90  was,  that  we  have  never  yet  beat 
certain,  that  a  standing  army  woidd  ha 
Ifiept  up  for  t^y  succeeding  .year;  but 
i^ow  that  we  have  continued  a  mimeroui 
«taf»4iQg  wny  for  so  many  years,  and  aas 
like  to  conti^He  it  for  years  to  come,  it  wai 
thought  proper  not  to  leave  that  to  the 
prudeaQO  ^  miaisters,  which  might,  ia 
some  future  reign,  be  made  uae  of  fof  the 
overturning  of  our  constitution;  and  thefa- 
fore  this  House  agreed  to  the  raotW 
which  was  made,  for  ordering  the  judm 
to  bri«^  in  the  Bill  now  before  us:  for  wi 
I  must  think,  my  Lords,  that  it  waa  Ae 
opinion  c^  this  House  that  we  ought,  by 
an  express  law,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  my  future  admmistration,  to  neriect 
doing  that,  which  all  formor  administra- 
tibns  have,  kk  regard  to  our  constitutioni 
thoti^t  themselves,  in  common  prudence, 
obliged  tx>  dp. 

Takt  my  l«ord$,  was  certainly  yoiar 
c^inion,  wKen  yon  agreed  to  the  order  far 
brip^g  in  this  Bill ;  but  from  this  opinioB 
we  Qiust  now  depart,  or  we  must  disagree 
widi  the  noUe  duke  in  tbe^  amiaMfaneBt, 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  offi&r ;  for  if 
yoipr  lofdshipa  design  by  a  new  law,  to  lay 
a  restriction  or  limitaticm  upon  the  m- 
pisters  of  the  crown,  the  esecution  of  that 
law  is  pot  surely  to  be  entrusted  wkk 
th^se  upon  whom  that  restriction  or  limi- 
talion  is  desired  to  be  laid;  which  would 
be  the  case,  if  the  motion  bow  made  to  hi 
^ould  be  ^eed  to.  It  is  true,  the  afi- 
cers  of  the  army  are,  by  the  Mutiny  BB 
and  the  Articles  of  War,  obliged  to  obey 
such  orders  aa  they  may  from  time  to  tiatf 
receive  from  his  Majesty's  Secretary  at 
War»  and,  in  case  of  disobedience,  they 
are  subjected  to  very  great  punishmenta; 
bi:|t  for  ^B  disobedience,  they  are  tp  fv 
tried Qdlyby  %  ^vrt-«Wtial|  aodirtisthar 
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itty  sodi  coon  shall  be  atmointed,  txt 
whether  such  an  officer  shaU  oe  tried  be« 
finre  such  (K>urt  when  appointed,  is  en* 
tirely  in  the  power  of  the  crown,  or  more 
properly  of  we  miBiiters  acting  under  the 
orown,  who  are  the  very  penbns  Kt^ios^ 
power  was  designed  to  be  limited  when 
this  Bill  was  proposed.  Can  we  thea  sup- 
pose, Dsy  Lords,  that  an  officer  who  dn^ 
obeyed  such  orders  at  the  desire  of  a  chief 
tmniflier,  would  ever  be  brought  bdore  a 
court»martial,  or  tried  for  such  disobe- 
dience? Your  lordships  cannot  surely  sup« 
pose  aay  such  Uiing ;  and  therefore  you 
cannol,  in  my  opinion^  asr^e  to^  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  uiuess  you  have 
departed  fh>m  the  design  you  had,  when 
tiie  ordar  for  bringing  in  this  1^1  was 
•greed  to. 

But  farther,  my  Lords,  let  us  consid^ 

•  who  are  the  judges  upon  erery  court* 
martial ;  they  are  all  officers  of  toe  army, 

'iadffes,  whose  commissions  depnui  abso- 
lutely upon  the  pleasure  of  tne  crown ; 
and  shall  we  leave  any  thing  renting  to 
tha  freedom  of  elections,  upon  which  the 
presermtion  of  our  constitution  so  much 
depends,  to  be  tried  only  before  such 
Judges  ?  The  noble  duke  has  tdd  us,  that 
an  officer  may,  upon  any  sudden  and  un* 
Coveaeen  emergency,  disobey,  or  act  cart* 
tnaj  tO|  the  orders  he  receives  from  the 
aaomtary  at  war;  apd,  is  it  not  to  be pre- 
iomed,  that  a  court-martial,  composed  of 
aooh  judges,  will  admit  of  any  emergency, 
as  a  si^^Kient  excuse  for  disobeying  such 
orders,  when  Uiey  know  that  such  £sobe^ 
dience  proceededfrxmi  private  instructions, 

K'  en  ^  a  prmcipal  minister  of  state  i 
rely  we  have  not  yet  forgot  what  was 
one  of  the  principal  g^evances  complained 
d  before  tne  revolution :  what  was  one  of 
the  first  things  redressed  by  the  revolu- 
tioii:  The  ffenend  complaint  was,  and  it 
'waa  a  eomplaint  but  too  well  grounded, 
^^Mft  the  judges  commissions  were  all  dur^^ 
-ng  pleasure ;  and  therefore  they  ifere  too 
mt  to  fdlow  the  dorections  they  received 
from  the  crown,  in  Bwjf  al&ir,  where  the 
-nmisters  thought  fit  to  give  directions : 
have  we  not  thai  good  reason  to  be  afrtiid 
that  the  judges  upon  a  court-martial  may, 
in  firture  times,  do  as  other  judges  during 
,]^leasure  have  done  in  times  past  ?  And 
mmll  we  leave  an  enctoachment  upon  the 
l&eedom  of  our  elections,  to  be  punished 
mky  by  such  judges  f  Your  lordships  did 
not  certainly  intend  any  such  ^ing,  when 
you  gave  orders  for  drawing  up  tlie  Bill  now 
9rougfat  before  us;  and  therefore  the  learn* 


ed  judges  hhre  very  Wisely  dftWIl  it  up,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  select  ^e  disobe* 
dience  of  an  offi^r,  in  &e  case  now  before 
us,  to  a  trial  itt  common  law,  whidi  is  the 
only  method  by  whieh  the  BiU  can  bn 
made  ^SsGtuid. 

That  the  Subjectmg  of  fti  officer  to  He* 
teral  sorts  of  trials  &r  the  same  crim^, 
would  be  a  hindship  upon  the  officers  of 
th6  <tnny>  cimnot,  my  Lords,  be  an  arfrtN 
ment  of  any  weight,  when  we  consioer 
that  the  presermtion  of  our  cWisdtution  it 
in  the  otner  scale :  it  has,  in  many  cases, 
been  thoueht  necessary  to  subject  the  gen«^ 
tlemen  of  the  bsHbj  to  be  td^  by  the 
common  law,  as  well  as  by  a  cOurt^Hcnartial  i 
even  by  the  mutiny*bill  itself,  if  any  officef 
or  sexier  shdl  take  quarters  against  law, 
or  shall  disturb  his  quarters,  he  is  made 
liable  to  b6  tried  b)r  the  quarter^^sessions ; 
imd  if,  upon  such  trial,  he  be  found  ^uiltVt 
if  an  officer,  he  is  to  be  immediately 
cariiiered :  and  I  hope  your  lord^ps  w3l 
think  that  an  officer's  disturbing  the  hee* 
dom  of  an  election,  is  an  affiur  of  |;reatet 
consequence  than  that  of  disturbii^  hia 
Quarters ;  and  that  therefore  you  wiu  not 
ttiink  it  a  hardship  to  subject  mm  to  a  tM 
at  common  law,  in  the  one  case  as  wdl 
as  the  other. 

As  to  the  dangers  and  inconvetiiencea 
to  which  it  is  pretended  we  may  be  ex«« 
posed,  by  laying  officers  under  an  abst^ti 
necessity  of  removing  from  any  place  where 
there  is  to  be  an  election,  and  not  return^ 
ing  till  that  election  be  over,  they  are 
founded,  my  Lords,  upon  suppositions,  I 
am  sure  much  more  unreasonable  than  tint 
of  supposipg,  that  some  minister  may 
hereaner  do  what  he  ought  not  to  do: 
for  to  suppose  that  any  such  number  of 
men  can  meet  at  any  election,  as  may 
endanger  the  government;  to  suppose 
liiat  M  those  men  are  such  as  wiH 
risque  their  lives  and  their  fortunes,  by 
joining  in  an  insurrection ;  to  suppose  that 
they  are  all  regulaiiy  armed  asFia  prepared 
for  wftr ;  and  to  suppose  that  this  concert 
can  h^  carried  on  without  tibe  government^ 
hearing  a  word  of  it  before  the  day  of 
election ;  is  carrying  suppositions,  I  must 
say,  a  great  length,  ana  endeavouring  to 
persuade  us,  to  leave  ourselves  exposed  to 
real  dangers,  by  frightening  us  with  those 
which  are  altogether  imaginary.  Then, 
with  respect  to  invasions,  to  suppose  that 
an  invasion  mfty  be  made,  and  the  troops 
landed  just  at  the  time,  and  at  the  veiy 
place  where  an  election  hf^ens  to  bo 
carrying  on,  w^  must  first  suppose,  tha^ 
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in  express  has  gone  over  to  let  the  enemy 
know  the  day  appointed  for  the  election ; 
tha^  after  tneir  receiving  this  account, 
thev  embark  their  troops,  sail,  and  meet 
with  such  a  favourable  wind  as  to  bring 
them  directly  to  the  place  where  the  elec- 
tion  is,  on  the  very  oay  it  begins,  or  witli- 
«  in  a  few  days  oner ;  and  to  suppose  that 
fill  this  may  oe  done  in  such  a  snort  time 
«s  what  usually  intervenes  between  the  i^- 
pointing  of  the  day  of  election,  and  that 
day's  coming  on,  is  really  carrying  suppo- 
sitions a  most  extravagant  len^.  But, 
my  Lords,  if  these  were  suppositions  that 
could  be  made,  they  would  be  of  no  weight 
in  the  present  debate :  for  it  is  in  all  cases 
a  certam  maxim,  that  *  Inter  arma  silent 
f  leges :'  upon  any  such  occasion,  the 
troops  not  only  might,  but  ought  to  march 
into  the  town  where  an  insurrection  or  in- 
vasion happens,  notwithstanding  its  being 
at  the  time  of  election,  notwithstanding 
the  law  now  proposed,  and  notwithstand- 
ing any  law  that  is  or  can  be  made :  in 
times  of  such  danger,  men  are  always  in- 
demnified for  what  they  may  be  obliged  to 
do  against  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  a  par- 
ticular act  of  parliament  for  that  purpose, 
has  always  been  passed  as  soon  as  the  dan- 
ger was  over. 

As  for  any  little  riots  or  tumults  that 
may  happen  at  the  time  of  an  election,  I 
cannot  see,  my  Lords,  why  there  is  any 
more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them 
now  than  there  was  formerly,  when  w^e 
had  no  such  thing  as  regular  troops,  either 
to  prevent  their  happening,  or  to  quell  them 
when  they  did  happen.  In  former  times, 
the  civil  power  was  always  found  sufficient 
for  preventing  riot^,  or  for  quelling  them 
and  punishing  the  authors  of  them ;  and 
considering  the  severe  law  against  riots, 
which  was  lately  made,  and  is  still  in  force, 
I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  said,  that  the  civil 
power  is  now  less  sufficient  for  that  pur- 

Eose  than  it  was  formerly.  Besides,  my 
(Ords,  we  all  know,  that  a  riot  or  tumult 
at  an  efection  makes  it  a  void  election ; 
therefore  it  is  always  the  business  of  those 
who  have  the  strongest  party,  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  all  such ;  and  indeed  there 
is  seldom  or  never  any  great  riot  liaj^ens, 
but  what  is  occasioned  by  those  who  have 
a  mind  to  make  the  election  void,  or  by 
the  magistrates,  who  preside  at^  the  elec-. 
tion,  doing  some  signal  injustice  to  the 
electors.  But  supposing  that  there  may 
happen  npw  and  then  a  few  broken  heads 
or  Dloody  noses  at  an  election,  are  we,  on 
^at  acfount,  to  have  all  our  elections 


carried  on  under  the  terror  and  influence 
of  a  regiment  of  soldiers  ?  Or  are  we  to 
give  them  a  pretence  to  be  present  at  aU 
our  elections,  or  to  give  every  little  magis- 
trate, or  perhaps,  a  custom-house  officer, 
a  power  to  call  them  in  when  he  has  a 
mind  ? 

Even  the  noble  lords  who  have  spoke 
for  the  amendment,  seem  to  think  it  dan- 
gerous to  give  by  law,  to  any  returning 
officer,  or  magistrate  of  a  little  borough,  a 
power  to  call  in  the  troops  during  the  time 
of  an  election  whenever  he  pleases ;  and 
they  likewise  seem  to  think  it  dangerous 
to  give,  by  law,  a  power  to  the  oScen 
themselves  to  remain  in,  or  return  to, 
the  place  where  an  election  happens  to  be, 
whenever  they  think  it  necessary;  yet  by 
the  aif^endment  they  propose,  the  com* 
manding  officer  for  the  time,  is  to  be  vest^ 
ed  with  this  very  power :  the  secretary  at 
war,  indeed,  is  to  be  obliged  to  send  his 
orders  for  the  troops  to  remove :  but,  ar 
the  noble  Lords  themselves  have  explain* 
ed  it,  the  commanding  officer  may  disobey 
these  orders  in  case  of  any  sudden  and  ua« 
foreseen  emergency,  without  running  any 
risque  of  being  tried  or  punished  by  a 
court-martial  for  such  disobedience ;  and 
we  may  depend  on  it,  that  such  amer- 
gencies  will  never  be  wanting,  when  a 
prime  minister  has  a  mind  that  the  ttoofM 
should  remain  in,  or  return  to  the  place 
where  an  election  is  carrying  on :  nay,  it 
will  always  be  in  the  power  cw  any  return- 
ing officer,  or  magistrate  of  a  little  boroo^ 
or  of  any  custom-house  or  excise  officer, 
to  furnish  the  commanding  officer  of  tkie 
troops  with  such  an  emergency ;  for  we 
know  that  the  troops  have  sdways  a  gene^ 
ral  order  to  be  assisting  to  the  civil  power, 
and  likewise  to  all  officers  of  the  revenue ; 
and  therefore  the  returning  officer  may  at 
all  times  pretend  that  he  is  apprdien«ve 
of  a  tumult,  and  may  demand  the  assb- 
tance  of  tlie  troops ;  or  a  custom-house 
or  excise  officer,  may  demand  their  assis- 
tance in  seizing  or  searching  for  smuggled 
goods ;  and  this  wii  be  a  sudden  and  un^ 
foreseen  emergency,  tliat  will  always  ex- 
cuse the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops, 
for  disobeying  the  orders  he  receives  finora 
the  secretary  at  war,  when  any  prime  mi- 
nister but  insinuates,  that  sucn  excns* 
should  be  admitted  of  by  the  court-mar- 
tial, in  case  the  officer  should  ever  be 
brought  to  a  trial  for  any  such  disobe- 
dience. 

I  am  really  surprized,  my  Lords,  to  find 
those  who  are  so  apprehoisive  of  iosurre^ 
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tifim  9Dd  Jnyasioiur^  and  so  very  apt 
to  suppose  dangers  from  thence  arising, 
9^  the  same  time  shewing  themselves 
flO  very  little  apprehensive  of  the  designs 
qI£  future  miniiBters,  and  so  unwilling  to 
suppose,  that  the  constitution  of  this  £ng- 
dpm  aji^d  the  liberties  of  the  people,  can 
ever  Jbe  in  any  danger  Utova  such  designs. 
I  lUD  ^ure,  my  Lords^  there  is  nothing 
more  natural,  than  to  suppose,  that  we 
may  have,  in  some  future  reign,  an  ambi- 
tious, rapacious,  or  wicked  minister  ;  and 
88  the  safety  of  such  a  minister  can  consist 
in  pothing  so  much  as  in  destroying  the 
freedom  of  our  elections,  we  must  neces- 
sarily suppose  that  he  will  leave  no  stone 
untumea  for  accomplishing  that  wicked 
purpose  ;  therefore  we  must  likewise  ne- 
cet^urily  suppose,  that  he  will  send  such 
private  inistructions,  as  have  been  mention- 
ed, to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
troops,  in  all  places  where  he  cannot 
influence  the  election  by  any  other  illegal 
means  ;  and  as  such  a  minister  may  proba- 
Ibly  have  the  sole  management  of  his  mas- 
ter, it  if  well  known  what  lengths  some 
i^fficers  may  eo,  rather  than  risque  their 
commissions  oy  disobeying  his  private 
commands,  or  in  order  to  recommend 
themselves  to  his  favour  for  preferment : 
Buch  an  illegal  obedience  to  mmisterial  in- 
atructions  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  the  present  officers  of  our  army, 
but  they  are  not  immortal ;  and  we  do 
not,  we  cannot  know  by  what  sort  of  men 
they  may  be  succeeded ;  therefore  I  think 
it  IS  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
servation of  our  constitution  to  leave  those 
officers,  who  may  hereafter  encroach  upon 
.the  freedom  of  our  elections,  to  be  tried 
only  by  those  who  may  be  guilty  of  the 
same  crime,  and  at  the  sole  pleasure  of 
those  whose  interest  it  may  be,  whose 
safety  may  depend  upon  it,  either  not  to 
.try  them  at  all,  or  to  try  them  only  in  order 
,to  acquit  them. 

A  prosecution  in  parliament  is  not  to 
be  apprehended,  my  Lords,  either  by  offi- 
,cer8  or  ministers,  when  by  such  illegal 
means  tliey  have  got  a  parliament  to  their 
own  liking ;  and  as  to  officers  being  subject 
to  a  trial  at  common  law,  upon  the  statute 
of  Edward  the  1st,  I  must  observe,  that 
if  an  officer  or  any  other,  should  commit  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  by  openly  endeavour- 
ing to.  over-awe  an  election,  or  by  openly 
intimidating  any  returning  officer  or  elec- 
tor, he  might  be  indicted,  tried  and  punish- 
_ed  at  common  law  upon  th^t  statute  :  but 
j|o  officer  or  soldier  can  be  indicted,  tried 
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and  punished  at  common  law,  by  virtue  of 
that  or  any  other  statute,  for  not  removing 
from  the  place,  or  for  returning  to  the 
place,  where  an  election  is  carrying  on  ; 
and  the  design  of  this  Bill  is,  at  least  I  al- 
ways took  the  desi^  of  it  to  be,  to  prevent 
the  officers  or  soldiers  beine  present  in  any 
town  or  place  upon  any  sucn  occasion  :  for 
if  they  are  allowed  to  be  present,  they 
may  faU  upon  twenty  ways  to  influence, 
and  even  to  over-awe  the  election,  with- 
out its  being  possible  to  prove  any  overt 
act  against  Miem,  so  as  to  indict  them  at 
common  law  upon  the  statute  of  Edward 
the  1st.  ^ 

This  was,  my  Lords,  what  made  the 
Bill  now  before  us  necessary ;  the  design 
ofthe  motion,  was,  and  when  your  lordships 
agreed  to  that  motion,  I  must  think  your  de- 
sign was,  to  make  it  criminal  in  any  officer 
or  soldier,  to  be  present  in  any  place  during 
the  time  of  any  election,  unless  he  was 
there  as  an  elector ;  but  if  your  lordships 
agree  to  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
you  alter  the  whole  intention  of  the  Bill ; 
you  make  it  indeed  criminal  in  the  secre- 
tary at  war,  not  to  issue  such  orders  as 
are  directed  by  the  Bill,  but  you  do  not 
make  it  criminal  in  an  officer  or  soldier  to 
be  present  in  any  place  during  the  time  of 
an  election  ;  at  least,  you  do  not  make  it  a 
crime  for  which  he  may  be  legally  tried 
at  common  law  :  nay,  in  my  opinion,  it 
will  not  be  so  criminal,  after  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  as  it  was  before  ;  for,  before  the 
bringing  in  of  this  Bill,  an  officer  did  not 
know  but  that  he  might  be  brought  to  atrial 
at  common  law,  if  he  remained  in  any  town, 
or  returned  to  it  during  the  time  of  elec- 
tion :  whereas  hereafter,  if  he  brings  his 
regiment,  troop  or  company  to  the  very 
place  of  election,  and  plants  centries  toat« 
tend  the  pol]-books,,he  knows  how  he  is  to 
be  tried ;  he  is  to  be  tried  by  his  brother- 
officers  in  a  courVmartial,  and  I  do  not 
know  but  their  sentence  may  be  pleaded  m 
bar,  to  any  future  indictment  brought 
against  him  upon  the  statute  of  Edward  uie 
1st ;  for  wh^t  interpretations  may  here- 
after be  put  upon  this  last  law,  cannot  now 
be  so  easily  determined  :  and  therefore  I 
hope,  your  lordships  will  pass  the  Bill  in 
the  same  shape  tlie  learned  judges  have 
brought  it  in,  Unless  some  more  convincing 
reason  than  any  I  have  yet  heard  should 
be  given,  for  turning  it  into  a  shape  very 
different  from  that  m  which  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. 

The  Rq>ly  was  in  substance  as  fol* 
lows : 
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My  Lords ;  What  was  the  design  of  other 
lords,  when  they  moved  for,  or  agreed  to, 
the  order  for  bringing  in  this  BiU,  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  all  I  thought 
was  intended,  either  by  the  motion  or  or- 
der, was,  tp  lay   ministers,  in  time  to 
come,  under  a  legal  obligation  of  doins 
that  which  ministers  in  time  past  have  al- 
ways done  without  any  obligation,  but  what 
arose  from  the  great  regard  they  have  al- 
ways shewn  to  the  freedom  of  our  elections. 
From  this  regard,  care  has  always  hitherto 
been  taken,  when  there  was  to  be  an  elec- 
tion at  a  place  where  any  troops  were 
quartered,  to  send  orders  for  the  troops 
to  remove  to  some  other  place  during  the 
time  of  the  election  ;   and  all  I  expected 
was  to  be  done  by  the  law  proposea,  was, 
to  enact,  that  such  orders  shcAild  always 
be  sent  upon  every  such  future  occasion* 
This  was  my  only  design  when  I  agreed  to 
the  order  for  bringing  in  this  Bill ;  and 
this  design  would  be  fuJly  accomplished  by 
f  the    Bill    when    amended   as  nas    been 
'    proposed.    1  never  indeed  once  imagined 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  should  l^  ab- 
solutely banished  from  any  such  place 
during  the  time  of  an  election ;   I  could 
not  imagine,  that  it  was  to  be  made  highly 
eriminal  in  any  officer  to  appear  as  a  pn- 
vate  gentleman  in  any  such  place,  in  order 
to  visit  his  friends  in  the  town,  or  to  drink 
a  glass  with  any  gentleman  of  his  acquain- 
tance who  might  perhaps  come  into  town 
upon  that  occasion ;  and  I  must  think,  that 
the  passing  of  such  a  law  would  really  be 
doin^  them  a  very  great  injury ;  it  would  be 
treatmg  them  as  enemies,  not  as  subjects; 
whereas,  while  our  army  continues  upon 
its  present  footing,  I  think  both  the  officers 
and  soldiers  ought  to  be  looked  on,  not 
only  as  subjects,  but  as  subjects  as  much 
concerned  as  any  other  in  the  preservation 
of  our  constitution  and  of  the  freedom  of 
our  elections. 

I  was  likewise,  my  Lords,  far  from  sup- 
posing, or  ever  designing,  that  it  should, 
by  law,  be  put  absolutely  out  of  the  power 
.  of  the  troops  to  remain  in  the  town,  or  to 
jeturn  to  the  town  where  an  election  hap- 
pened to  be,  even  in  a  case  of  the  utmost 
necessity  and  danger ;  for,  though  I  do 
not  think  we  need  be  at  present  under  any 
very  great  apprehensions  of  insurrections 
or  invasions,  yet  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
pass  a  law,  which  may  tend  directly  to  en- 
courage them:  it  cannot,  it  is  true,  oe  sup- 
posed}  that  any  such  great  number  of  men 
can  meet  at  any  one  place  of  election,  as 
may  endanger  the  government ;  but  sudi  a 
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great  number  may  meet  in  a  few  days  at 
the  place  of  an  election,  and  may  form 
themselves  into  such  a  regular  body,  if  they 
have  but  two  or  three  days  time  for  that 
purpose,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  ci 
the  troops  in  that  neighbourhood  to  dis- 
perse tliem ;  nay,  to  m)lige  the  troops  in 
tliat  neighbourhood  to  march  off  and  leave 
them ;  by  which  means  two  or  three  such 
bodies  of  men,  formed  at  different  places, 
in  the  time  of  a  general  election,  may  be. 
able  to  join  together,  and  therd)y  form 
such  a  body  as  might  endanger  the 
government;  then  as  to  invasions,  the 
very  day  of  an  election  at  any  of  our  sea- 
port towns,  cannot  indeed  be  known  till 
after  it  is  appointed ;  but  after  the  wiiti 
are  issued  tor  a  new  parliament,  the  dayf 
of  election  may  be  nearly  guessed  at,  and 
a  foreign  enemy,  by  good  intelligence, 
might  very  easily  take  3ieir  measures,  so 
as  to  come  to  land  at  some  of  our  sea-port 
towns  on  the  very  day  of  election ;  upon 
such  an  emergency,  the  officer  would  cer- 
tainly be  excused  if  he  marched  his  tnxm 
into  town,  in  order  to  attack  them;  butuH 
they  began  to  land,  he  would  not  venture 
the  breach  of  such  a  severe  law,  and  after 
their  having  began  to  land,  it  would  be  too 
late  for  him  to  march  from  the  quarterg 
assigned  him  during  the  time  of  election, 
which  might  probably  be  at  three  or  four 
miles  distance  froni  tiiat  town. 

With  respect  to  tumults  and  riots,  my 
Lords,  the  reason  of  the  severe  law  against 
them  is  very  well  known,  and  may  be  re- 
membered by  several  of  your  Lordships : 
at  that  time,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the 
regular  troops,  the  civil  power  was  seldom 
or  ever  able  to  quell  the  riots  and  tumults 
that  happened,  tiU  after  they  had  done 
much  mischief;  and  if  tlie  regular  troops 
were  quite  out  of  the  case,  I  am  con- 
vinced we  should,  at  many  elections,  have 
such  tumults  as  could  not  be  soon  queUed 
by  the  civil  power,  though  now. armed 
with  such  a  severe  law ;  for  your  lordsh^ 
must  consider,  that  such  tumults  or  riots 
are  seldom  made,  by  those  who  have  a 
right  to  vote  at  any  election ;  and  it  often 
happens  that  those  candidates,  who  Imve 
the  majority  of  the  mob  upon  their  side, 
have  the  majority  dT  legal  voters  against 
them ;  at  all  which  places,  it  is  probaUe, 
we  should  have  dangerous  and  very  mis- 
chievous timiults,  if  Uie  mob  were  assured, 
that  the  regular  troops  couldnot  be  brought 
a^^ainst  them :  they  would  very  mudi  des- 
pise the  proclamation  against  riots,  if  th^ 
knew  that  there  was  no  armed  foccei  lui- 
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.for  putting  the  law  in  execution,  after  diat 
proclamation  was  read. 

As  it  might  be  of  the  moct  dangerous 
consequence,  by  an  expess  law,  to  lay  an 
absolute  and  a  peremptory  obligation  upon 
the  troops,  not  to  remain  in,  or  return  to, 
any  town  during  the  time  of  an  election, 
notwithstanding  the  greatest  necessity  and 
danger ;  so,  my  lords,  it  might  be  of  the 
most  dangerous  consequence,  by  an  ex« 
press  law,  to  give  a  power  to  Uie  troops  to 
remain  in,  or  to  return  to  such  a  town, 
whenever  they  thought  therewas  any  neces- 
sity for  their  so  doing;  but  I  hope  ^our  lord- 
sh^  will  consider,  that  there  is  a  very 
great  difierence  between  a  power  given 
by  act  of  parliament,  and  that  power  which 
arises  from  the  immediate  necessity  a  man 
is  und^r ;  in  the  first  case,  the  prosecutor 
must  shew,  that  the  person  prosecuted  ex- 
ceeded the  power  given  him  by  law,  which, 
in  many  cases,  could  not  be  so  easily  doote; 
in  the  last,  the  person  prosecuted  will  cer- 
tainly be  condemned,  unless  he  can  shew, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  the  neces- 
sity he  was  under :  Thus,  by  tlie  amend- 
ment now  proposed,  the  secretary  at  war 
is  to  be  obliged  to  send  his  orders  to  the 
troops  to  remove;  and,  by  another  law 
passed  this  session,  the  troops  are  obliged, 
under  very  severe  penalties,  to  obey  those 
orders;  nothing  then  can  excuse  their 
disobedience,  but  some  very  unforeseen 
imd  dangerous  emergency,  and  that  emer- 
gency must  be  made  appear  to  the  court, 
by  the  officers  who  are  guilty  of  such  dis- 
obedience. 

I  am  as  sensible,  my  Lords,  and  as  much 
apprehensive  (£  the  dangers  to  which  we 
.may  be  exposed,  by  the  designs  of  wicked 
ministers,  as  any  .lord  in  this  House,  and 
shall  always  be  for  using  all  proper  pre- 
cautions against  die  des^ns  of  such.  For 
this  reason  I  agreed  to  u\e  bringing  in  of 
this  bill ;  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  tliat  the 
amendment  now  offered,  will  not  derogate 
in  the  least  from  its  efficacy  against  such 
designs,  therefore  I  can  make  no  difficulty 
in  agreeing  to  it ;  for  by  the  bill,  when 
amended  as  proposed,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  .any  minister  to  encroach  upon  the 
^freedom  of  our  elections,  bv  means  of  tlie 
army,  unless  we  suppose  all  the  officers  of 
our  army  so  abandoned,  as  to  sacrifice 
their  honour,  their  conscience,  and  their 
country,  to  the  favour  of  a  minister; 
^  which  is  a  supposition,  I  am  sure,  we  have 
DO  ffroimd  to  make  from  past  experience : 
as  me  officers  of  our  army  must  always  be 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  we  cannot  suppose 


such  a  gsoer^  depravity  of  manners  among 
them,  without  supposing  the  same  depra- 
vity among  all  other  ranks  of  men  in 
this  kingdom;  and  against  such  a  de- 
pravity it  is  impossible  to  provide:  mi- 
nisters will  always  have  it  in  their  power  ' 
to  betow  preferments  and  rewards,  upon 
judges  at  common  law,  as  well  as  upon  of- 
ficers of  the  army ;  and  in  case  of  such  a 
ffeneral  depravity,  we  must  suppose  the 
former  infected  wiUi  it  as  well  as  the  lat- 
ter; in  which  case  the  freedom  of  our 
elections  would  be  no  better  secured,  by 
subjecting  the  officers  to  a  trial  at  common 
law,  than  by  subjecting  them  to  a  trial  be- 
fore a  court-martiaL 

It  is  true,  my  Lords,  it  has  always  been 
thought  improper  to  hayc  regular  troops 
in  any  place  where  an  electio]\  is  carry- 
ing on ;  and  in  this  general  opinion  I 
readily  join;  I  do  think  it  is  improper, 
but  I  cannot  thkik  it  quite  so  dangerous 
as  it  has,  in  this  debate  been  repre* 
sented ;  for  really  I  cannot  well  form  to 
myself  an  idea  of  any  practices  that  either 
offioer  or  soldier  could  be  guilty  of,  for 
over-awing,  or  encroaching  upon,  the  free- 
dom of  an  election,  without  exposing  them- 
selves to  an  indictment  upon  the  statute  of 
Edward  the  first.  I  am  sure,  if  thej 
threatened  any  elector,  or,  b}r  force,  pro- 
vented  any  elector  from  coming  to  give 
his  vote,  that  elector  would  be  a  ^ood 
evidence  for  the  king ;  upon  his  smgle 
oath,  a  bill  of  indictment  would  probably 
be  found  by  the  grand  jury ;  and  I  do  not 
know  but  upon  \us  single  evidence,  if  cor* 
roborated  with  any  circumstances,  they 
might  be  found  guUty  upon  the  trial ;  so 
that  I  am  apt  to  beheve,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  officers  or  soldiers,  to  make 
use  of  any  such  practices,  as  would  be  ef- 
fectual for  over-awing,  or  giving  a  turn  to 
an  election,  without  exposing  themselves 
to  a  certain,  danger,  not  only  of  being  pro- 
secuted, but  of  being  convicted  at  common 
law,  upon  the  statute  I  have  mentioned  ^ 
and  therefore,  unless  we  suppose  a  minis- 
ter to  have  the  direction  of^  our  courts  of 
law,  as  well  as  of  our  courts  martial,  I 
doubt  much  if  he  could  prevail  upon  many 
officers  to  join  with  him,  in  over-awing  or 
encroaching  upon  the  freedom  of  our 
elections.  • 

That  the  Bill  now  before  us,  or  the 
Anvendment  proposed,  should  in  the  least 
derogate  from  the  Statute  of  Edward  the 
first,  is  what  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  appre- 
hend :  If  an  officer  disobeys  the  orders  of 
tiie  secretary  at  war,  and  remains  in,  or 
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returns  to,  liny  town,  during  l!h6  tiitife  of 
an  election^  he  is,  for  such  &obedkn6e, 
to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial ;  but  fbr  «iiV 
encroachment  upon  the  ft^i^Oiii  of  an 
election,  he  is  not  surely  to  be  tried  by  a 
eourt-marda] ;  and  therefore  no  triiri  by  ia 
court-martial  can  oyer  be  pleaded  in  bar, 
to  an  indictment  upon  the  statute  of  Ed- 
ward the  first.  By  that  statute,  h6  may 
itill  be  tried  at  common  law,  if  he  openly 
encroaches  upon  the  freedom  of  any  elec- 
tion ;  and  by  the  Bill  now  before  6S,  Wheh 
amended  as  proposed,  he  may  be  tried  bv 
a  court  martial,  and  severely  punidlied,  if 
he  keeps  the  troops  in  the  toWn,  or  re- 
turns to  the  town  where  an  election  is 
carrying  on,  without  a  very  immediate 
necessity  for  his  so  doing :  by  these  two 
methods,  I  think,  the  freedom  of  our  elec- 
tions will  be  sufficiently  secured,  against 
all  encroachments  from  Our  army;  and 
therefore  I  shall  be  for  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  proposed. 

The  Question  being  then  put  for  agree- 
ing to  tlie  Amendment,  it  was,  i^on  a 
division,  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  70 
to  35. 

The  motion  for  the  Amendment,  was 
made  by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  earl  of  Chblmondeley,  the 
earl  of  Warwick,  the  lord  Hardwick,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor :  it  was  opjoosed  by 
the  earl  of  Aylesford,  the  earl  oi  Abing- 
don, the  ean  of  Anglesea,  the  earl  of 
Chesterfield,  the  earl  of  Scarborough,  the 
lord  Onslow,  the  earl  of  Winchelsea,  the 
lord  Bathurst,  and  the  lord  Carteret. 

At  last  the  Preamble  of  the  said  Bill 
was  read^  and  a  motion  was  made,  that 
these  words,  viz.  *  To  the  end  therefore 
that  the  same  may  be  safdy  transmitted 
to  posterity,  and  for  the  avoiding  any  in- 
conveniences that  may  arise  thereunto, 
from  any  regiment,  troop  or  coriipany, 
or  any  numl^r  of  sddiers,  which  shall 
be  quartered  or  billeted  within  any  city, 
borough,  town  or  place,  where  any  elec- 
tion ot  member  or  members  to  servie  in 
parliament,  or  of  the  sixteen  peers  to  re- 
present the  peert^e  of  Scotland  in  par- 
liament, or  of  any  of  them,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  be  made,'  ^ould  be  left  out ; 
and  that,  instead  of  them,  these  word^,  vis. 
That  it  hath  been  the  constant  usage  and 
practice,  to  cause'any  number  of  soldiers, 
quartered  in  any  place  appointed  for 
electing  membiers  to  serve  m  parliament, 
to  remove  out  of  the  same  duririg  the 
time  of  decticm/  dioidd  be  ilobstitutM* 


upon  this  niotfon  there  was  ahotho  ^ 
bate,  in  which  the  Ar^um^t  fbr  te  ntd- 
tion  wai  in  substance  Siu^ : 

My  Lords ;  I  have  joined  heartily  #% 
your  lordships,  hi  every  step  thtt  has  hUtSk 
taken,  tdwardtt  the  bringing  in  and  pai^ 
the  Bill  i^ow  belbre  tis,  and  &\^  be  rei^ 
to  join  in  every  future  step,  that  may  w 
necessary  for  (completing  so  gbod  a  wtfrir; 
but,  my  Lordls,  there  is  one  consi^ri^ 
that  has  all  along  given  me  a  roMderi  tf 
concern ;  and  the  present  I  take  to  be  fife 
proper  time  for  explaining  myself  to  f&it 
lordships,  and  for  offering  something  t6 
obviate  the  only  inconvenience  that  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  bill,  as  it  fsHk 
standi.  It  is  an  opinion,  my  kyrds^  thit 
almdst  universally  prevails  without  dcfbfl, 
that  no  bill  of  th^s  nature  is  ever  bl:0«q^ 
into  parliament,  much  less  pasiMd  into  h 
law,  but  for  remedying  some  griev^u^ 
that  hQs  been  f^k  and  complamed  of.  Iti 
true  your  lordships  may,  and  do  (rfl0n« 
from  your  prudence  and  foresight,  orte 
bills  to  be  brought  it),  and  pass  laws  f^irtfab 
preventing  of  grievances  in  timetot^in^y 
though  no  such  grievance  his  bkfl>rebe66 
felt  or  complained  of;  but  thode  wh6  ai% 
not  acquainted  with  y6ur  methdd  of  prt^ 
beeding  in  this  respect ;  those  who  ait  aii- 
ae^uainted  iith  ine  motives,  whidi  sA^ 
have  induced  you  to  bring  in  or  paA  «i^ 
such  bill ;  are  alwiays  ihore  apt  to  mpiite  it 
to  your  experience,  in  tim^  past,  tnah  tt 
your  precaution  for  time  to  com6:  tlA 
consioeratibn  hail,  aB  along,  |^ven  lufe 
great  concern :  I  am  afraid  that  eVil-mkHM 
people  ihay,  from  our  passing  of  this  bill, 
take  occasion  to  throw  unjust  refiexioiB 
upon  his  Majesty's  government,  as  if  senfe 
use  had  lately  been  made  of  Uie  trbon 
for  over-awing  or  encroaching  upon  W 
.  freedom  of  eliections ;  tthd  as  there  is  stfll 
a  party  in  the  kingdom,  disiAeeted  to  hii 
^lajesty  and  his  family,  it  is  not  to  K 
doubted  but  that  they  will  make  use  df 
this  handle,  for  sowing  jealousies  and  fe^ 
amonp  his  Majest3r^  best  subjects. 

This  consideration,  my  Lotds,  we%^f 
as  it  is,  ought  not  to  prevent  Oilr  )pMm 
so  good  a  bill;  but  I  think'We  itil^t  tb 
take  all  possible  priecautions  to  prs«^ 
such  a  fatal  consequence ;  ofnd  this,  I  Mdtf 
can  only  be  done,  by  leaving  out  sdtofe  tf 
the  words  in  the  preamble,  SMd  inbertA^ 
others  in  their  stead,  as  Ishldl  ihuneilMsl)r 
propose.  Your  lordships  itf  kne^,  W 
the  bringing  in  of  this  bill,  was  «MJti>e- 
casioned  by  a  coiiiplaiht  ^igateft^* 
t!iftt  %(te  ^Adyikfe&ii^iNle  ^  itm^^ig^ 
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trO^tA;  v<mr  lordships  muit  be  all  8^- 
i^e^  that  hia  Majesty's  wisdom  md  goodp 
nesa  is  such^  that  he  woidd^  by  no  means. 

rut  an)r  of  his  troops  to  be  made  use  of; 
o^er-awing  or  encroachioff  upon  the 
freedom  of  any  election ;  /md  therefere» 
to  s^ltisfy  the  people,  and  to  prtfvent  hk 
Majesty's  enemies  firom  geUing  any  pre- 
tence, for  throwing  reproaches  upon  his 
goremment,  I  hope  your  lordships  will 
agree  to  tMs  ametadment  in  the  pmmble, 
that  ^esi^  wot^^  T6^  &q.  (moved  as  be- 
fore mentioned). 

The  Answer  wia  to  this  effect : 

As  I  have,  my  Lerds,  as  firman  attach- 
ment to  his  Majesty  and  the  present  happy 
«Btabl]sfament,  a*  any  man  in  the  kingdom, 
I  eatk  never  hear  his  Mi^ty's  name  or  his 
government  brought  into  anv  debate  with- 
out the  utmost  c^ohcem ;  and  it  has  of  late 
become  so  customary,  to  bring  the  sacred 
name  of  the  King  into  every  debate,  that 
I  wish  there  were  some  order  or  some  re- 
gulation m«ie,  for  preventing  the  practice 
in  time  to  come.  8hall  we  never  fmd  &uk 
with  any  measui^  taken  by  ministers; 
•ahali  ^e  never  propose  any  regulati^  for 
preserving  our  liberties,  against  any  fu- 
ture wicked  administration,  but  we  must 
be  toldj  it  will  reflect  imon  his  Majesty  and 
his  government  ?  My  Lords,  we  are,  upon 
bH  occasions,  to  dktinffuish  between  the 
Kingand  his  ministers ;  between  the  King^is 
government  and  the  ministers'  iEMlministra- 
tion :  his  Majesty  and  his  government  are 
«o  sacred,  they  can  never  be  the  subject 
^  any  of  our  debates,  and  therefore  ought 
,  nev^  to  be  mentioned ;  but  the  nunisters 
and  their  administration,  may  often  de- 
jierve  our  most  severe  animadversions : 
this  distinctien,  my  Lords^  is  not  only 
known  in  l^is  House,  but  is  known  to  all 
the  peofde  of  die  kingdom;  and  therefore 
^atever  surmises  may  be  mised,  whe- 
ther just  or  unjust,  they  can  never  ^tSsct 
his  Mmesty  or  his  government;  because, 
if  any  thu^  has  actually  been  done,  which 
oi^ht  not  to  be  done,  every  man  must 
suppose  it  was  done  without  his  Ma|esty*« 
knowled^  and'  will  never  meet  With  his 
approbation. 

With  regard  to  his  Majesty  then,  my 
Lords,  or  his  government,  your  lordships 
ha^  no  manner  of  reason  to  be  under  any 
eottcero,  about  the  consequence  of  thM' 
Bill)  or  to  aher  or  add  any  words  for  pre- 
venting any  consequences  it  -can  be  «t- 
Cende«f  with.  As  to  the  minifllto  tidalti- 
trfstmioB, iodeedt  Idonot  know^t^w 


C«06 

Bill  may  occasion  some  sonmsoa  tbat 
may  tffiect  them,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  sudi ;  for  Uie  very  bringing  in  of 
this  Bill,  wiU  certainly  eive  groimd  to  aim- 
pose  that  some  irregmar  use  has  lately 
beeiAiAade  of  the  troops,  with  respect  to 
eleclionsh  I  shall  agree  with  the  noble 
Lords  of  the  other  si£  of  thequestiooi  ia 
this,  UUH  ic  is  the  general  opiaion,  that 
such  bilk  are  seldom  brought  i%  bat  for 
remedying  some  grievance  tfaSEt  has  been 
felt ;  nay»  VU  go  fiurther,  I  beliove  there  ii 
a  great  deal  of  reason  for  such  an  opinions 
for  it  is  very  well  knowA»  that  when  any 
Bill  ii  odbred  for  preventing  a  grievaBoc^ 
one  of  the  most  powerful  arguments  oaade 
useofagtttet  it,by  acertdn  sortof  metv 
#fao  tAymf  oppose  such  Bills,  i%  thai 
such  a  grievance  i«w  never  yet  ceteplaaed 
of,  therefore  why  Aould  you  i^ppiebend 
it,  or  mdoe  any  provision  against  it?  Attd 
this  MTgumant  is  genemlly  found  «6  beof 
such  wei^t,  l^t  people  seldotn  ventiate 
to  bring  in  or  propose  any  BiS  fiHTMrevent- 
ing  a  grievance,  till  af^r  it  has  been  so* 
verely  .folt,  and  gekierally,  as  well  as  loudly 
complained  of*  As  this  is  generally  the 
oese^  I  donotiseehowitispMsibletoppe» 
vent  such  sunniseB  against  the  admiakH 
tration ;  and  whtit  is  now  prdpaMid  to  be 
^serted  by  the  noble  duke,  will*  I  jufi 
afraid,  ackl  aredit  to  such  sunntses ;  for 
the  words  he  pt^peaes  to  insert,  wffl  cer* 
tainly  be  taken  by  the  generaHty  of  peppfe 
without  doors,  as  inserted  by  the  minkiCers, 
bv  way  of  vindication;  and  I  retaember  an 
M  saying,  which  ti|pon  this  docasibn,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  repeat;  ^  Mescio  quid 
*  mali  secum  fit  expoigatib.' 

For  this  reatoon,  mv  XKirda,  the  wordh 
proposed  to  be  inserted,  can  in  my  opinioD 
no  w^  contribute  to  the  vindidrtiM  of 
the  ministry ;  ^md  asdiev  Mem  to^imply^ 
oomplmieilt,  not  to  his  M^esly^s  gowem- 
me»t,  but  to  the  minister's  administfatiott, 
I  think  it  beloir  the  4^ty«f  this  House 
to  pass  sudi «  coTOBlimeBt,  when  we  do  awt 
know  whether  h  be  true  or  iM)t;  far»«s 
we  have  made  no  enquiry ;  as  not  the  least 
proof  has  been  laid  before  US;  we  csimot 
'asinend>ers  oftliis  Ho«ise,4eolare  thatst 
has  been  the  practioe,  to  caluse  the  'Se^ 
diers,  quartered  in  lE&y  plaioe  snMMntod  for 
electing  members  to  eerve  in  parliament, 
to  remove  out  of  thetameduria^  llietinie 
off  election.  Nqr,  I  am  suse  wo  canuM 
with  any  jiwtioe  aayt  k  has  been  the  oam^ 
stent  pcaetioe;%eoause  it  has  %een  \9lttif 
«Cr«edin  tflds  House,  by  |)et«o«a4af««oat 
a«dioRty,«Bd  ndt  prnd^^iMtsA^  that  atJhas 
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not  been  the  constant  practice ;  and  there- 
fore I  hope,  even  the  nobie  duke  hunfielf 
will  agree,  to  leave  the  word  constant  out 
of  the  amendment  he  proposes. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to  the 
words,  proposed  to  be  left  out ;  and  there, 
indeed,  we  have  reason  to  appr^end  sur- 
mises, surmises  of  the  most  terrible  na- 
ture, because  thev  will  not  only  afiect  the 
administratien,  but  the  honour  of  this 
House.  When  the  people  hear  that  a 
Bin  was'brou^ht  in  by  the  learned  jud^, 
Ser  transmitting  safely  to  our  posterity, 
those  rights  and  privileges  we  received 
Adm  our  ancestors,  by  preventing  the  in- 
fluence of  officers  and  soldiers  in  our  elec- 
tions ;  and  when  they  hear  that  wb  first 
atru(^  out  the  clause  for  subjecting  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  a  trial  at  dommon  law, 
and  then  struck  out  those  sacred  words  in 
the  preamble,  wiU  they  not  naturally  sur- 
mise, that  we  struck  that  clause  out  of  the 
Bill,  and  those  words  out  of  the  preamble  on 
purpose  that  those  rights  and  privileges, 
•which  we  received  from  our  ancestors,  might 
not  be  transmitted  safely  to  our  posterity  ? 
Will  it  not  be  surmised,  that  the  necessity 
fbr  such  a  bill  was  so  evident,  that  there 
was  no  withstanding  the  passing  of  some 
sort  of  bill,  but  a  majority  of  this  House 
had  taken  care  to  leave  out  all  those  words 
and  clauses,  which  the  learned  judges 
bought  were  necessary  for  making  it  ef- 
fectual >  These  are  surmises,  my  Lords, 
we  ought  highly  to  regard ;  and  consider- 
ing the  sdemn  manner  in  which  the  bill 
was  brought  in,  considering  the  character 
of  those  who  prepared  it,  considering  the 
kiq>ortance  of  the  afiair  it  relates  to,  we 
have  great  reason  to  apprehend,  Uiat  there 
will  be  such  surmises. 

The  inserting  of  these  words  at  the  end 
ef  the  prefonble,  shews  the  care  and  con- 
cern the  learned  judges  have  fbr  the  pre- 
jervatton  cf  our  constitution,  and  looks 
tomethmg  like  the  invocations  which,  upon 
M  sudi  occasions,  the  ancient  heathens 
made  use  of  towards  their  gods ;  so  that 
there  really  seems  to  be  something  sacr^ 
in  them,  and  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as 
a  sort  c^  devotion,  when  I  argue  against 
tumhig  such  sacred  wordb  out  of  the  pre- 
andble  of  this  bill,  lliese  words  are  no 
.way  inconsistent  with  the  compliment  pro- 
posed toJbe  insei^ted ;  so  that  if  your  lord- 
ships should  agree  to  make  this  compli- 
ment, you  may,  neverthdess,  leave  the 
other  words  standing  as  they  are ;  I  can- 
vot  really  form  to  myself  the  reason  for 
expunging  ihan^  unless  it  be  to  soppose, 


that  jou  are  afraid  of  giving  the  peopb 
too  high  a  notion  of  their  ri^ts  and  pri- 
vileges, and  too  warm  an  a&ction  for 
them ;  which  is  an  apprehension  I  am  sure 
none  of  your  lordships  can  entertain;  and 
therefore  I  hqpe  the  noble  duke  will  either 
drop  his  motion  whoUj^  or  at  least  the 
first  part  of  it:  but  if  he  insists  upon  the 
whole,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  separated, 
because  some  lords  may  be  for  inserting 
the  words  proposed  to  be  inserted,  and 
against  leavmg  out  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out ;  and  other  lords  may  perhaps 
be  of  a  quite  contrary  opinion. 

To  this  it  was  replied  in  substance  as 
follows  2 

Whatever  there  may  be,  my  Lords,  in 
that  distinction  between  his  Majesty's  ffo- 
vemment  and  the  administration  of  nil 
ministers,  however  well  it  may  be  under- 
stood  in  this  House,  I  am  afraid-it  is  not  w 
generally  understood  without  doors ;  and 
therefore  I  hope  your  lordships  will  all 
agree  with  me  m  Uiis,  that  it  can  be  of  no 
service  to  his  Majesty  or  to  his  gorwp- 
ment,  to  raise  groundless  and  &ke  sur- 
mises against  the  administration  of  his  mi- 
nisters :  and  as  it  cannot  be  said,  as  there 
cannot  be  the  least  pretence  for  saying, 
that  ever  any  election  was  over-awed  hj 
the  regular  troops,  therefore  I  thmk  it  is 
absolutely  necesswry  to  insert  in  such  a 
bill  as  this,  some  words  for  preventing  any 
such  surmise ;  and  I  must  think,  tluit  no 
words  can  be  invented  more  proper  for 
that  purpose  than  those  that  have  been 
proposecL  There  may,  perhaps,  have  been 
one,  or  a  very  few  late  instances,  where 
the  troops  did  not  remove  from  the  place 
of  election  as  usual ;  but  if  that  affiur  were 
enquired  into,  it  woidd,  I  believe,  appear, 
there  were  very  sufficient  reasons  for 
their  not  removing ;  such  reasons  as,  I  be- 
lieve, would  convince  every  lord  of  this 
House,  that  it  would  be  of  the  most  dan- 
gerouSi  consequence  to  pass  this  bill,  in 
the  shape  in  whidi  it  was  brought  in. 
However,  to  avoid  any  farther  di^te  in 
this  particular,  your  lordships  may  leare 
the  word  *  constant'  out  of^  the  amend- 
ment th&t  has  been  offered,  and  then,  I 
hope,  that  part  of  the  amendment  wiU  be 
unanimously  agreed  to ;  for  to  declare  the 
truth  upon  any  occasion^  I  can  never  take 
to  be  what  is  properly  called  a  coaiidi* 
ment,  nor  can  I  take  such  a  decLvation  to 
be  bdow  the  dignity  of  this  House,  eipe- 
cially  when  necessary  for  preventing  un- 
just sunnisesi  which,  it  mustf  at  lea/rty  bt 
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ffranted,  could  be  of  no  great  service  to 
his  Majesty  or  his  government. 

As  to  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out, 
I  take  ity  my  Lords,  to  be  a  general  rule, 
that  no  superfluous  and  unnecessary  words 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  any  bill ;  for  the 
shorter  anv  law  is,  it  is  certainly  the  bet- 
ter, provided  the  meaning  and  intention 
a^  the  law  \)q  fully  and  clearly  expressed ; 
any  superfluous  and  unnecessary  words, 
insertea  either  in  the  preamble  or  in  any 
of  its  clauses,  serve  only  to  confound  the 
true  meaning  and  intention  of  the  law,  and 
to  raise  doubts  and  difficulties,  when  it 
comes  afterwards  to  be  applied  to  an^ 
particular  case  that  mav  occur.  Of  this 
nature  I  take  those  words  to  be,  which  are 
now  proposed  to  be  left  out:  I  look  upon 
them  as  altogether  unnecessary  and  super- 
fluous :  for  Uie  end  and  intention  of  the 
Bill,  appears  fully  and  clearly  in  every 
clause  of  it ;  and  therefore  it  is  very  un- 
necessary to  declare  in  the  preamble,  for 
what  end  it  was  proposed  or  passed;  this, 
my  Lords,  I  take  to  be  the  true  and  the 
oiuy  reason  for  moving  to  have  those  words 
left  out;  and  the  reason  is  so  strong 
and  so  obvious,  that  I  think  it  impossible 
the  leaving  them'  out  should  occasion  any 
unjust  reflexions  against  the  administration 
or  against  the  honour  of  this  House; 
and,  as  the  reason  for  inserting  the 
other  words,  is  as  evident  as  the  reason 
for  leaving  these  out,  I  Uiink  there  is 
no  occasion  for  separating  the  two  parts 
of  the  question  {  being  convinced  that 
all  those  who  are  against  any  one  part  of 
it,  will  be  against  Uie  whole ;  as,  on  the 
{contrary,  tluit  all  those  who  are  for  any 
one  part,  will  be  for  the  whole,  as  it  now 
stands. 

After  this,  it  being  agreed  to  leave  the 
word  *  constant'  out  of  the  Amendment, 
the  question  was  put  upon  the  amendment 
so  amended,  which,  upon  a  division,  was 
carried  in  the  afiirmative,  by  64  to  28. 
The  motion  for  this  Amendment  was  made 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle; .  and  supported 
by  the  earls  of  Cholmondeley  and  Carlble. 
'tne  speakers  against  it,  were,  the  earl  of 
A^leslbrd,  the  earl  of  Anglesea,  the  earl 
of'^Chesterfield,  the  lord  Bathurst,  and  the 
lord  Carteret. 

Next  day  the  lord  Delawar  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
the  Amendments  made  by  them  to  the  said 
Bill;  and  the  same  being  read  by  the 
clerk,  the  earl  of  Aylesford  moved,  for 
recommitting  the  Bui;  upon  which  the 
question  was  put ;  but^  upon  a  division,  it 


was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  61  to 
83. 

Then  the  first  Amendment  was  read  « 
second  time,  which  was  to  leave  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  preamble,  and  to  substi- 
tute words  instead  thereof,  reciting,  <  Thai 
it  hath  been  the  usage  and  practice,  to 
cause  any  number  of  soldiers,  quartered  iu 
any  place,  appointed  for  electing  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  to  remove  out  of 
the  same  during  the  time  of  election,'  as 
before  mentioned.  Which  being  objected 
to,  after  some  new  debate,  the  question 
was  put,  Whether  to  agree  with  the  com- 
mittee in  the  said  amendment  i  It  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Content  61^ 
Not  Content  33*. 

Protests  thereon.']    "  Dissentient' 
**  1.  Because  we  conce»re  these  words, 
(to  the  end  therefore,  that  the  same  may 
be  safely  transmitted  to  posterity,  and  for 
the  avoiding  any  inconvenience  that  may 
arise  thereunto  from  any  regiment,  troop 
or  companv,  or  any  number  of  soldiers, 
which  snail  be  quartered  or  billeted  with- 
in any  city,  borough,  town  or  place, 
where  any  election  of  member  or  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament,  or  of  any  of 
them,  shall  be  appointed  to  be  made)' 
extremely  proper  in  a  Bill,  calculated  to 
preserve  to  us  and  our  posterity  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  liberties,  by  secunn^  the  free- 
dom of  elections;  besides  that,  in  our  opi- 
nion, it  seems  very  extraordinary,  to  leave 
out  words  that  singly  intimate  our  desire 
of  transmitting  to  posterity,  the  liberties 
we  enjoy  oursdves. 

2.  ^^  Because  we  cannot  conceive,  that 
there  was  any  weight  in  the  argument 
urged  for  omitting  these  words,  viz.  *^  That 
they  carried  an  imputation,  that  some 
facts  had  been  committed  contrary  to  the 
flreedom  of  elections,  which  this  Bill  was  to 
prevent  for  the  future  :**  whereas  in  our 
opinion,  it  is  so  much  the  contrary,  that 
we  think  the  leaving  out  these  words,  the 
natural  importance  of  which  carry  no  im- 
putation isit  all,  may  possibly  be  construed 
as  a  consciousness  of  some  irregular  use 
made  of  troops  at  elections,  which,  it 
might  be  I4pprehended,^these  words  might 
point  out,  especially  since  reports  of  thai 
nature  have  of  iate  been  M>read,  whether 
wdl-erounded  or  not,  we  do  not  take  upon 
oursdves  to    determine.  YSi 

Denbigh,  Chesterfield,  Lite 
Bolton,  Thanet,  Carteret,  Beau- 
ford,  R.  Lincohi,  Coventry,  Clin- 
ton, Berkshire,  Craven,  Hunting- 
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tan>  Cobham^  B«tlumt,  Sh^ftei- 
bury,  Boyle,  Montjoy,  Ker,  Brldge- 
water,  Anglesey,  Gower,  Foley; 
WjDchelaea  aod  Nottu^ham,  Ha- 

The  Aeee  sext  ANdendnunto  weie  read 
A#ei»Hid  (tinie^  mudagiv&e^y  ai^^^ed  to. 

Then  4iie  Mh  Amendment  was  read  a 
■ecend  ^isEie,  being  to  leai^  out  th^e 
words,  viz.    *  And  every  such  regiment, 

*  troop  -or  coBipany,  or  oCher  niiK^>er  of 
•sotdipfs  as  aroresaid,  shdl,  upon  the  re- 

*  ceipt  0f  such  orders,  march.'  Proposed 
to  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Amendments.  Which  being  objected  to, 
after  debate, the  question  was  put  upon  the 
said  proposition,  and  it  was  res<^ved  in  the 
aflirmative.  The  next  Amendment  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  i^reed  to.  l%en 
the  next  Amendment  -was  resA  a  second 
lime,  being  to  leave  out  the^eoMid  enact- 
mg  Clause,  whidi  was,  to  inflict  penalties 
iuid  punishments  on  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  should  j^efuse  or  neglect  to  remove 
out  of  plaoes,  ot^he  time  of  elections,  and 
to  substitute  words,  inflicting  punisliroents 
on  the  secretary  at  war,  in  case  he  neglects 
to  issue  orders  for  such  removal.  And  it 
being  proposed  to  agree  ^th  the  Com- 
mittee in  'that  Amndraent,  after  ^some 
new'ddbate,  the  xiuestion  was  put  there* 
Djpon,  Andit  was  tesolved  in  the  Affirma- 
tive, Con^ant-M,  Not  Content  88. 

«  Pissentient* 

1.  ^<  Because  »e  conceive,  th^t  fhe 
^vjog  out  this  clause;,  ,is,  in  reality,  de- 
feating the  effect  and  inteptjon  of  the  whole 
iBiU:,a  Bill  .tluHJ|(^t  so  necessary  by  die 
irhole  House,  that  the  .learned  judgc^s 
jrere  jtmanimously  ordered  to  prepare  md 
bmg  at  in,  in  Jiieu  .qf  ji  clauaa  to  the  same 
,piupQse,  offered  to  be  inserted  in  the 
.amuial  *  Act  to  prevent  Mutiny  md  De- 
Jiertion.* 

•S.  *<  Because  .we  think  it  much  more 
.necessary,  that  officers  and  soldiers  should 
be  subject  to  he  tried  by  the  civil  power, ' 
;fi;»r.an  offeiy^  of  this.Jugh  mature, Against 
ibe.cCenstitution  in  gener^,  than  for  quar- 
Jeriag.aman  contrary  to  diie  method  pre- 
«sciibted  by  the  act  to  prevent  mutiny  and 
«dfsartion;  for  which  crime  thev  are,  at 
^pqesent,  liable  to  be  tried  and  caahiered  by 
ibe  civil  magistrate. 

.3.  ^^  Because  we  conceive,  th^tthisof- 
Ifence  being  an  offeqce  of  the  highest  na- 
tmre  against  the  civil  government,  is  pro- 
pel^ CQffoia^able  by  the  civil  magistrate 
i^y^Jm  mMkmfXjggf&Aj  isesenc^to  the 


4AterannationofacPMrt|narM  Offences 
against  military  disciplin/e  are  justly  re- 
served for  the  decision  of  a  court  martial, 
as  consisting  of  persons  of  the  same  pro- 
fession, and  consequently  the  propereat 
judges ;  and^  b)r  a  parity  of  reasoning,  we 
conceive  die  civil  n^agistrate  the  fittest 
judge  of  civil  oSences.  We  cannot  there- 
fore but  fear,  that  a  court  martial  may 
consist  of  persons  who  may  be  at  least  ig- 
norant, and,  possibly  hasty  and  partial 
judges  of  the  merits  of  an  election. 

C  "  Because  the  intention  of  the  Bill 
being  to  prevent  any  insults  from  troops 
during  the  time  of  elections,  we  should 
{MTOvide  against  all  possible  dsmgers ;  aod 
tliough,  durinff  his  Majesty's  reigm  we 
apprehend  no  ill  use  will  be  made  of  the 
troops;  yet,  in  future  times,  ministers  may 
prevail  whose  unpopular  and  detested  ad- 
ministration may  leave  tliem  no  hopes  of 
security  from  a  free  elected  parliament, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  violent  and  illegal 
method  of , employing  those  troops,  kept 
up  by  the  corruption  pf  one  parliament,  in 
the  K>rcible  election,  or  rather  nomination 
of  another:  In  which  case,  no  remedy  can 
be  hoped  for  against  officers  so  offending, 
since,  as  the  act  now  stands,  they  can  on^ 
be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  ana  a  court- 
martial  can  only  be  appointed  by  the 
crown;  and,  consequently,  the  same  wicked 
minister,  who  may  here^ter  advise  such 
.^n  attenipt  npon  our  constitution,  will  not 
be  likely  to  permit  his  guilty  a^ts  to 
.suffer,  but  the  merits  of  their  cnme  will 
carry  impunity  along  with  it. 

5.  **  Beciuise  we  cannot  conceiye  that 
the  arguments  drawn  from  a  possibility  of 
a  riot  at  an  election,  or  of  a  rebellion  or 
invasionduringthetimeof  election,  wherein 
the  assistance  of  jnilitary  power  may  be 
necess^,  were  in  anv  degree  sufficient  to 
induce  me  House  to  leave  out  this  clause; 
since,  in  the  case  of  a  riot,  the  civil  magis- 
trate is  alrqady  armed  with  a  vigorous 
^lenal  law,  known  by  the  name  of  ^e  riot 
act ;  and  in  the  case  of  a  rebellion  or  in- 
vasion, it  is  well  known,  that  this  and  aO 
other  lairs  would  be  «ilent.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  we  apprehend  great  inconve- 
niences may  arise,  if  troops  have  liberty  to 
march  into  towns  during  the  time  of  elec- 
tions, at  the  reqiusition  of  a  partial  and 
corrupted  civil  magistrate,  who  may  call  a 
majority  he  disUkes,  a  tumult,  and  supply 
with  force  the  want  of  interest  of  an  ^' 
,  known  and  unqualified  candidate ;  by  which 
means  the  voice  of  the  people  swy  ^ 
,dr,Qmi^  in  t}ic  qoise  qf  a^rn^s* 
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6.  "  Because  we  apprehend,  that  a  very 
injurious  and  dangerous  construction  maj^ 
by  malicious  people  ( too  speciously)  be  put 
upon  the  leaving  out  of  this  clause  :  that 
although  the  unpopularity  of  rejecting  tlie 
Bill  itself  could  not  be  withstood,  yet  the 
eluding  and  enervating  the  efficacy  of  it 
had  been  directly  brought  about :  which 
•uppq^tion,  however  groundless,  may  give 
great  uneasiness  and  apprehension  to  many 
of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects,  and  may 
briQg  very  great  unpopularity  upon  the  ad- 
g^inistratioo.  An  evil,  by  all  possible  means 
to  be  prevented ;  since  hate  begets  hate, 
and  an  administration,  become  unpopular, 
will  90on  become  desperate,  and  may  en* 
4^your  to   strengthen  their   crazy  and 
r^t^  foundation,  by  tearing  away,  for 
tiifs^  Qtynx,  use,  the  comer-stones  of  the  11- 
I^ty  of  the  people. (Signed)  Ches- 
terfield,   Clinton,   Ker,   Denbigh, 
Coventry,    Montjoy,     Litchfield, 
Berkshire,    Bridgewater,    Bolton, 
Craven,  Thanet,  Huntington,  Car- 
^ret,  Cobham,  Beaufort,  Batburst, 
R.  Lincoln',   Shaftesbury,  Boyle, 
Winchelsea,  Haversham." 
**  We  differ  for  the  above-mentioned  Rea- 
sons, except  the  third, ( Signtd)  An- 
glesey, Gower,  Foley,** 

Dthaie  in  the  Lords  on  the  Salt-BUL] 
April  25.  The  Bill  for  granting  and  con- 
tinuing Uie  duties  upon  Salt,  and  upon  red 
and  wnlte  Herrings,  for  a  term  therein 
mentioned,  was  re^  a  third  time  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  a  motion  being  madt 
fbr  passing  the  Bill, 

The  Lord  Baihur$t  stood  up  and  9pokf 
ia  this  effect: 

My  Lords;  Thoi^h  the  arguments  against 
|]bJs  duty,  apd  against  this  destructive  me- 
thod of  raisins  money,  were  so  fully  stated 
sumI  explained  when  this  duty  was  last  re- 
Tived,  that  nothing  now  can  be  said  upon 
the  subject ;  yet  as  there  are  now  several 
lords  in  this  House  who  were  not  here  at 
that  time,  I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  one 
of  the  arguments  then  made  use  of,  which 
is,  I  think,  now  stronger  in  several  respects 
than  it  was  at  that  time.  Figures,  my 
Lords,  are  stubborn  things,  there  is  no 
twistmg  them  intoany  shape  but  that  which 
is  natural  and  right ;  and  some  facts  are  so 
evident  and  so  notoriously  known,  that 
they  cannot  be  denied  or  controverted. 
From  these,  my  Lords,  it  must  appear  to 
every  man  who  understands  the  common 
xules  of  addition,  that  the  nation  must,  in 
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nine  years,  pay  near  800,00(tf.  for  the 
500,000/.  which  by  this  Bill  is  to  be  raised 
for  the  current  service  of  the  present  year : 
for  as  this  sum  of  500,000/.  is  to  be  imme- 
diately borrowed  at  an  interest  of  4  per 
cent,  we  must  pay  the  interest  upon  that 
whole  sum,  or  very  near  it,  for  nine  years^ 
wliich  is  an  additional  sum  the  nation  must 
at  last  pay,  amounting  to  near  180,000/^ 
Then,  my  Lords,  Uie  expence  of  ralsmg 
and  collecting  this  tax  for  four  years 
longer,  must  likewise  be  all  paid  by  the 
nation,  and  this  will  amount  to  at  least 
120,000/.  more;  for,  according  to  the 
lowest  computation,  the  expence  of  col- 
lecting this  duty  has  always  been  reckoned 
at  25,000/.  per  annum  u>r  England,  and 
5,000/.  per  annum  for  Scot&nd;  this 
amounts  to  a  yearly  sum  of  30,000/.  which 
in  four  years  amounts,  as  I  have  said,  to 
tlie  sum  of  120,000/.  Thus,  my  Lords, 
from  figures  and  facts  it  \s  plain,  that  for 
the  500,000/.  now  to  be  borrowed,  the  na« 
tion  must,  in  nine  years,  pay  500,000/.  for 
principal,  near  180,000/.  for  interest,  and 
120,000/.  for  charges  in  collecting,  being 
in  all  800,000/— We  have  heard  it,  my 
Lords,  strongly  inculcated,  both  this  ses- 
sion and  last,  that,  upon  the  present  emer- 
gency, we  ought  to  endeavour  to  give  fo- 
reign powers  great  ideas  of  the  wealth  and 
the  strength  of  this  nation,  and  of  our  rea- 
diness to  engage  in  the  war,  in  case  w^ 
should  at  any  tune  hereafter  find  it  neces- 
sary so  to  do.  This,  we  have  been  told, 
would  oblige  them  to  set  bounds  to  their 
ambitious  views,  and  give  ear  to  those  rea- 
sonable terms  of  peace  which  his  Majesty 
was  to  propose ;  but  when  it  is  spread 
abroad,  that  now,  m  a  time  of  peace,  m  a 
time  of  profound  tranquillity,  we  are  bor- 
rowing money  at  the  rate  <i  60  per  cent, 
for  the  current  service  of  the  year;  will 
any  power  on  earth  imagine,  that  we  have 
any  wealth  or  power  lei^  or  that  we  dare 
engage  in  an  expensive  and  dangerous 
war  ?  Surdy,  my  Lords^  we  must  admits 
that  there  is  some  sort  of  parallel  between 
the  circumstances  of  a  nation,  and  those 
of  a  private  man ;  and  I  submit  to  your 
lordships,  if  you  would  not  look  upon  a 
man  in  private  life  as  a  bankrupt,  if  hB 
should  attempt  to  borrow  money  at  a  pre- 
mium of  60  per  cent.  Therefore  I  must 
conclude,  that  the  powers  now  engaged  in 
war,  wiU,  from  the  very  case  now  before 
us,  look  upon  this  nation  as  bankrupt,  and 
wUl  reckon  us  as  unfit  for  enga^g  in  a 
heavy  war,  as  a  bankruj)t  in  private  life 
would  be  for  commencing  an  expensive 
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law-suit :  and  whether  such  an  opinion  can  | 
contribute  towards  obliging^he  powers 
engaged  in  war  to  set  bounds  to  any  of 
their  ambitious  views,  or  to  give  ear  to  the 
reasonable  terms  of  peace  which  his  Ma- 
jesty is  to  propose,  I  leave  to  your  lord- 
ships to  judge  ? 

To  this  no  Answer  was  made,  but  the 
question  called  for,  which  being  accord- 
ingly put,  was  carried  in  the  ararmative, 
without  a  division. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Sinking-Fund 
BilW]  The  same  day,  the  Bill  ror  ena- 
bling his  Majesty  to  apply  the  sum  of  one 
million  out  of  the  Sinlcmg,  Fund,  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1735,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  a  motion  made  for  its  being 
passed,  which  being  opposed,  there  ensued 
a  long  debate,  in  wnich  the  arguments 
against  the  Bill  were  to  this  effect  :* 

•  The  following  "Report  of  this  Debate  is  taken 
from  the  Manuscript  of  Archbishop 
Seeker, 

Id  a  Debate  about  apply  ingf  part  of  the  Sinking 
Fond  to  the  ser?ice  of  the  present  year. 

Carteret,  This  method  lessens  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  country  abroail,  which  was  greatly 
raised  by  the  Sinking  Fund.  Wc  must  now 
take  leave  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  sheet  an- 
chor of  the  nation.  It  was  said  *at  first  that 
when  there  was  500,000/.  taken  out  there 
would  be  a  million  lef\,  else  that  could  not  have 
passed.  Last  year  the  whole  was  taken :  then 
there  was  the  excuse  of  popularity  for  persons 
to  go  down  to  their  elections.  Now,  there  is 
no  excuse.  It  would  have, struck  all  the  world 
to  see  that  we  had  applied  this  money  to  the 
payment  of  our  debts. 

The  principle  this  Bill  goes  upon  is  that  the 
creditors  have  no  right.  Now  it  was  a  contract 
between  the  creditors  and  the  public.  Every 
money  bill  is  a  contract.  The  wh%Ie  fond  is 
mortgaged  to  them,  therefore  they  have  a 
right,  if  not,  this  surplus  may  be  mortgaged : 
^and  then  we  are  quite  undone :  indeed,  where 
there  is  consent  you  may  do  it:  and  their  ac- 

3uiesceoce  is  consent.  But  still  it  as  not  prti- 
ent  They  came  into  the  scheme  of  lowering 
their  interest,  that  their  debts  might  be  sooner 
paid,  and  the  reason  for  putting  this  matter  in 
the  Companies,  was  that  you  might  more 
'  easily  get  their  consent  for  reasonable  changes, 
than  you  could  that  of  particolar  persons.  Now 
these  companies  thought  reducing  the  interest 
•ecuce<l  the  principal.  But  the  method  now 
taken  will  effectually  prevent  it  from  ever 
being  paid.  It  may  be  easy  for  an  administra- 
tion :  but  it  is  ruin  to  the  government.  The 
safety  of  the  nation  depenus  on  a  right  appli- 
cation of  this  fund. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  [916 

I  have  often,  my  Lords,  heard  it  made 
use  of  in  this  House,  as  an  argument  for 
our  agreeing  to  what  was  then  before  us, 
that  It  would  strengthen  his  Majesty's 
hands,  and  add  to  the  credit  and  esteem  of 
the  nation  among  foreigners.  This,  my 
Lords,  is  an  argument  that,  when  properlv 
applied,  will  always  have  great  weight  with 
me ;  and  I  think  it  never  was,  nor  ever  can 
be  more  properly  applied,  than  against  our 
agreeing  to  pass  this  bill.  Hitherto,  or  at 
least,  tin  within  this  year  or  two,  the  credit 
and  the  public  faith  of  this  nation  have 
always  been  in  great  esteem  among  fo- 
reigners, because  they  saw  we  had  not  only 
a  power  to  pay  off  honourably,  all  the  debti 
we  contracted  during  the  last  heavy  war, 
but  that  we  had  the  wisdom  and  the  will  to 
do  so;  and  had  actually  set  apart  a  con- 
siderable and  a  growing  fund  for  that  ho^ 
nest  purpose :   This  our  friends  observed 


The  Dutch  were  in  debt  14  millions  in  1640, 
they  reduced  the  interest  from  6  to  .5  from 
the  denier  seize  to  vingt.  King  Wiiliam's 
grandfather  applied  this  to  the  keeping  op  of 
more  troops.  This  sinking  of  interest  dis- 
pleased :  he  never  bad  a  quiet  time  aflerwardS} 
and  they  resolve<l  against  a  Stadtholder,  till  m- 
cessity  forced  them  to  one.  ' 

Probably  the  Sinking  Fund  wiH  not  nose  t 
million  wiihin  the  time  proposed,  and  then  ibert 
is  an  anticipation.  It  is  fallen  short  above 
1 12,000/.  since  173^.  The  customs  were  less 
142»000/.  last  year  than  the  year  before :  bnt 
the  difference  upon  com  reduces  it  to  87,000/. 
This  fund  therefore  may  slip  through  out 
fingers.  The  Customs  have  been  l,6OO/)00/. 
one  year  with  another  from  1722.  In  the  wir 
they  were  343,000/.  less.  The  Excise  for  the 
last  3  years  bath  been  1,238,000/.  In  the  w»r 
it  was  34 1,000/.  less ;  difference  in  Customs  bm 
Excise  684,000/.  This  will  reduce  theSinte 
Fund  very  low  if  wc  have  a  war.  This  Foad 
therefore  subsists  upon  peace,  and  therefbn 
should  be  applied  in  time  of  peace. 

Hervey,  It  will  give  the  nation  more  weigw 
to  shew  we  can  increase  our  forces  without  m* 
creasing  our  land  tax,  which  a  thousand  tioNf 
as  many  will  know  as  know  any  thing  of  oor 
Sinking  Fund.  The  creditors  of  the  pablio 
have  been  so  far  from  entering  into  a  contnct 
in  order  to  have  their  debts  paid,  that  they  en- 
tered into  it  for  fear  of  being  paid :  perhaps  wt 
cannot  raise  money  any  other  way  so  cheap  •• 
this. 

Bat  hurst.  It  is  said  in  the  very  act,  that  tht 
surplus  shall  be  for  pacing  debts  and  nathwjr 
else.  It  is  said  in  the  &uth-Sea  Act  to  he  tbcir 
motive  and  inducement  that  the  |Aib!ic  flw 
shoukl  be  paid.  Foreiffoers  will  see  that  ra 
time  of  peace  you  are  £rced  to  seiac  your  »• 
cred  treasure :  iiefore  they  have  raised  w^J^J;^ 
you  have  wade  a  aacond  mortgage.    ThfJ 
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^ith  pleasure,  because  from  thence  they 
took  us  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  expected  we  would  soon  be  free  of  all 
former  debts,  and  consequently,  would 
soon  be  in  a  condition  of  giving  thepi  the 
same  powerful  assistance  we  had  given 
them  m  the  last  war,  in  case  they  should, 
at  any  time,  be  unjustly  attacked:  This 
our  enemies  looked  on  with  envy,  with 
dread,  and  with  awe,  bemuse  they  saw  we 
were  in  a  condition  to  revenge  any  insults 
ther  should  ofter,  and  to  give  a  check  to 
their  ambitious  projects :  But  the  bill  we 
have  just  now  passed,  and  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us,  will  quite  change  the  scene :  To 
see  us  in  the  time  of  a  profound  peace,  not 
only  continuing,  but  mortgaging  one  of  the 
heaviest  and  most  dangerous  taxes,  under 
which  our  people  groan ;  to  see  us  laying 
violent  hands  upon  tliat  sacred  fund  which 
has  been  set  ^art  for  the  payment'  of  our 
debts,  which  stands  actually  mortgaged  to 
the  public  creditors,  will  make  the  whole 
world  believe  that  the  nation  is  reduced  to 
the  lowest  ebb :  This  will  of  course  trans- 
fer the  pleasure  from  our  friends  to  our 
enemies  :  The  former  may,  perhaps,  pit^ 
and  bemoan,  but  the  latter  will  most  hearti- 
ly despise  and  contemn  us. 

My  Lords,  when  the  Sinking  Fund  first 
began  to  be  nibbled  at,  I  was  ^raid  of  the 
consequence,  and  I  foretold  what  has  now 
come  to  pass.  I  foretold,  that  the  next 
step  would  be  to  apply  the  whole  to  the 
current  service  of  the  year,  and  I  am 

who  are  willing  that  you  should  now  interpret, 
that  yon  are  not  obli^^ed  to  pay  tliem  off,  will  talk 
otherwise  when  a  time  of  difficulty  comes.  We 
are  within  nine  years  of  the  time  when  all  our 
.  debts  should  have  been  paid,  and  not  by  one 
shilling  in  a  better  cohdiiion  than  we  were. 
You  are  not  able  now  to  pay  4s.  in  the  pound : 
no  thanks  to  the  ministry  for  not  laying  it  on. 
Mr.  Lowndes  said,  the  nation  could  not  pay 
above  5  millions :  you  now  with  2t.  pay  above 
6  millions.  1  do  not  hope  to  throw  out  this 
Bill,  but  oppose  it  because  it  is  against  right 

Neiccwtlle.  Near  4  millions  are  wanted  for 
the  current  service  of  this  year:  which  may 
be  increased  another  year. 

'  Hat/,  These  lords  2  years  ago  were  for  ap- 
plying the  Sinking  Fund  to  rinleem  the  more 
burthensome  taxes.  They  were  therefore 
then  in  the  direct  contrary  way  of  thinking,  and 
protested  upon  it.  The  land  tax  is  the  most 
fnevous.  In  some  instances  the  less  a  man 
Eatb  the  more  he  pays. 

Bathurtt,    It  was  intended  the  taxes  should 
be  redeemed  by  paving  them,  which  is  a  pro- 
per application  of  the  Sinking  Fuad. 
No  Division. 
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afraid,  there  are  sonoe  among  ns,  who  al- 
tesAy  begin  to  think  of  making  it  a  build- 
ing instead  of  a  Sinking-Fund ;  1  am 
afraid,  there  are  some  who  have  already 
formed  a  project,  of  making  it  a  fund  for 
contracting  new  debts,  instead  of  being  a 
fund  for  paying  off  the  old;  and  this  I  am 
the  naore  afraid  of,  because  of  the  new 
doctrine  we  have  heard  advanced  in  this 
House,  That  the  public  creditors  have  no 
manner  of  right  in  the  Sinking-Fund,  that 
they  have  no  title  or  right  to  demand  any 
thing  of  the  government,  but  the  regular 
pa3rment  of  their  interest.  This,  my  Lords, 
was  to  me  a  d()ctrine  entirely  new,  a  doc- 
trine which  gave  me  the  utmost  concern, 
because  I  looked  on  it  as  a  prelude  to- 
wards the  mortgaging  of  that  sacred  fiind, 
for  bringing  a  new  debt  upon  this  nation : 
and  the  application,  whicn  is  to  be  made 
of  that  fund,  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  }. 
look  on  as  a  paving  of  the  way  for  XhvX 
pernicious  project;  so  that  what  I  am  this 
day  to  say  upon  tins  subject,  I  shall  say^ 
by  way  of  taking  my  leave  of  that  sacred 
fund  for  ever,  unless  your  lordships'  wis- 
dom and  prudence,  or  some  very  unex- 
pected accident,  gives  a  most  agreeable 
dlsi^pointment. 

But  I  hope  your  lordships  will  now  take 
this  doctrine  into  your  consideration,  and 
will  this  day  dismiss  it  with  that  contempt 
it  deserves,  in  order  to  prevent  the  perni- 
cious consequences  with  which  it  is 
fraught  For  my  own  part,  my  Lords, 
I  have  always  looked  upon  bills,  upon 
which  any  sums  of  money  have  been 
borrowed,  as  contracts  between  the  public 
and  the  private  persons  who  lent  their  mo- 
ney upon  the  credit  of  such  bills ;  and 
when  considered  as  such,  it  is  certain  all 
the  clauses  and  conditions  of  them  ought 
to  be  most  religiously  observelQ  and  most 
punctually  fulfilled.  In  this  light  let  us  , 
consider  the  Sinkuig-Fund :  The  taxes 
from  which  that  fund  arose,  were  all  at  first 
mortgaged  to  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
every  shilling  arising  from  such  taxes  were, 
by  the  express  wor&  of  the  bills,  by  which 
those  taxes  were  first  established,  mort- 
gaged for  payment  of  the  principal  and 
interest,  or  at  least  the  interest  of  what 
money  was  lent  upon  them  ;  the  laws  by 
which  those  mortgages  were  made,  are 
still  subsisting,  they  stand  as  yet  unre- 
pealed, they  cannot  be  repealed,  but  by 
the  consent  of  those,  who  lent  their  money 
upon  them,  or  by  the  consent  of  those 
persons,  who  now  stand  in  the  place  of  the 
first  lenders ;  and  while  these  laws  stand 
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unrepealed,  while  thetie  is  a  BhilliBig  due 
upon  any  of  the  mortgages  thereby  estab- 
lished, it  is  a  breach  of  public  faith,  to  ap- 
ply any  part  of  the  produce  of  those  taxes 
to  another  use,  without  consent  of  those, 
who  have  now  a  right  to  the  mortgage.  I 
do  not  know,  indeed,  but  in  this  case,  the 
tacit  consent  of  the  public  creditors  may 
be  thought  sufficient ;  but  this  is  not  the 
only  consideration ;  we  ought  to  consider 
what  is  the  interest  of  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral, and  every  man  who  considers  the 
general  interest,  must  conclude,  that  the 
fooner  we  pay  off  our  public  debts,  the  less 
they  will  cost  us  in  the  end,  the  less  interest 
Ire  shall  pay  for  them,  and  the  sooner  it 
will  be  in  our  power  to  free  the  people 
from  some  of  those  taxes  under  whicli  they 
now  so  heavily  groan. 

I  have  already  shewed,  my  Lords,  what 
a  prejudice  the  Bill  now  before  us,  mdy  be 
to  the  credit  and  esteem  of  the  nation 
abroad ;  and  as  I  look  upon  it  as  some 
•ort  of  encroachment  upon  that  liatibnal 
faith,  which  is  engaged  to  the  creditors  of 
the  public,  by  so  many  solemn  acts  of  par- 
liament, I  must  think  it  will  do  a  great  in- 
jury to  our  public  credit  at  home,  among 
all  men  who  seriously  reflect  and  consider 
the  consequences  of  things :  These  are 
fatal  consequences,  but  these,  my  Lords, 
are  not  the  most  fatal!  The  diverting  of 
this  sacred  fund,  and  applying  it  to  the 
current  service  of  this  year,  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, one  of  the  greatest  injtiries  that  can 
he  done  to  his  Majesty  and  his  family :  To 
apply  this  fund  to  current  services,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  people's  being  sensi- 
ble of  any  new  expence  that  has  been 
brought  upon  them,  and  to  enable  minis- 
ters to  provide  for  that  expence,  which 
their  measures  have  made  necessary,  with- 
out laying  any  new  tax  upon  the  people, 
may  perhaps  be  a  good  temporary^xpe- 
dient  for  an  administration;  it  may  give  a 
minister  an  opportunity  to  vaunt,  that  he 
has  relieved  the  landea  interest,  that  he 
has  charged  them  with  but  one  or  two 
shillings  in  the  pound,  and  by  this  he  may 
put  off  the  evil  day  for  the  time  of  his  ad- 
ministration :  But  this,  my  Lords  is  ruining 
his  master,  it  is  an  undermining  of  the  go- 
vernment. Administrations  are  fleetmg 
things ;  ministers  are  always  changmg ;  a 
mean,  temporary  expedient  may  do  for  a 
minister,  who  has  no  view  beyond  the  term 
of  his  own  administration;  but  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  is  permanent,  I  hope  it 
will  endure  in  him  and  his  family  forever ; 
andtd  make  use  of  any  little,  temporary 
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expedient,  which  may  m  the  end  greatly 
endanger  or  distress  nis  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, or  the  government  of  any  of  his  h" 
mily,  is  a  most  imprudent  step,  at  present, 
my  Lords,  I  shall  call  it  by  no  worse  t 
name.  The  Bill  now  before  us,  I  must 
look  on  as  such  an  expedient ;  it  is  noUiing 
but  a  temporary  expedient  for  concealing 
froih  the  people,  the  expehce  which  the 
nation  is  to  be  put  to  f6r  this  ensuing  year: 
In  a  few  years  the  people,  who  are  -now 
eased  by  this  expedient,  will  all  be  g6«fe; 
in  a  short  time,  few  or  none  of  them  will 
be  alive  to  express  their  gratitude  fbr  the 
ease  they  now  meet  with ;  and  as  the  ease 
given  to  the  present  generation,  will  fafl 
with  double  weight  upon  posterity,  they 
must'  necessarily  groan  heavily  under  the 
burden ;  they  will  have  reason  to  complain, 
they  will  have  reason  to  murmur,  and  mort 
of  them  may,  from  that  only  cause,  be- 
come disanected  to  his  Majesty  and  his 
fiunily. 

If  we  have  any  respect,  my  Lords,  if  wie 
have  any  regard  for  the  illustrious  femilj 
now  upon  the  thr'one,  this  consideradon 
ought  to  make  us  trenhbie,  when  we  hesr 
any  such  ex:pedient  mentioned,  as  l3iat 
now  before  us.  But  there  is  still  another 
consideration  which  ou^ht  to  have  great 
weight :  If  we  have  a  mind  ever  to  be  free 
of  that  load  of  debt  the  nation  at  presest 
labours  under,  particular  care  ought  to  be 
taken,  to  make  a  proper  application  of  the 
sinking-fund  during  sell  times  of  peace ;  for 
if  this  nation  should  happen  to  be  engaged 
in  a  war,  we  cannot  suppose,  that  the 
sinking-fund  will  amount  to  near  so  mudi 
as  it  does  at  present ;  I  am  indeed  afraid,  it 
would,  upon  such  an  emergency,  ahnoit 
entirely  evanish ;  and  this  ought  to  be  par- 
ticularly taken  notice  of  by  those,  who 
may  now  perhaps  be  forming  projects  for 
raising  new  debts  upon  the  credit  of  the 
sinking-fund.  The  true  nature  of  this 
fund,  is  very  little  understood  by  those  wl\p 
imagine,  that  it  has  been  all  got  from  the 
diminution  of  the  interest  payable  to  die 
creditors  of  the  public.  It  is  veiy  wdl 
known,  that  by  the  diminutioi>  of  iirterest 
in  the  years  1717  and  1727,  wc  got  in  the 
whole  but  697,000/.  annud  iacome,  and 
out  of  this  sum  we  ought  to  deduct  the 
annualsum  of  100,000/.  since  added  to  the 
civil  list,  we  ought  to  deduct  the  Salt-da^t 
which  has  been  lately  taken  from  the 
sinking-fund,  and  made  a  fund  for  con- 
tracting a  new  debt,  and  we  ought  to  mske 
many  other  deductions  I  could  name,  all 
which,   added  togetfaeri^  amount  to  the 
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yeariy  sum  of  above  690,000/.  so  that  pro- 
periy  fipeaking,  it  is  but  a  most  inconsider- 
able part  of  the  present  sinking-fund,  that 
-can  be  said  to  arise  from  the  diminution 
of  interest  payable  to  the  creditors  of  die 
public. 

The  real  and  the  chief  foundation  of  our 
present  Sinking*Fund  is  to  be  looked  for, 
my  Lords,  in  a  very  different  article;  the 
greatest  part  of  it  arises  from  the  encrease 
of  our  taxes  above  what  they  produced  in 
time  bf  war.  The  produce  of  those  taxes, 
which  were  imposed  for  pajrment  of  any 
money  raised  during  the  war,  was  com- 
puted according  to  what  they  brought  in 
yearly  at  that  time;  but  now  in  time  of 
peace,  every  one  of  those  taxes  produces 
a  great  deal  more  yearly  than  it  did  at' that 
time,  and  it  is  from  this  encrease,  that; 
the  greatest  part  of  our  present  sinking- 
ilmd  truly  arises.  This  will  appear  evi- 
dent from  comparing  the  produce  of  our 
customs  and  excise  now  in  time  of  •  peace, 
with  what  they  produced  in  time  of  war. 
In  ten  years  of  peace, 'at  least  a  sort  of 
peace,  n'om  Christmas  1722,  to'  Christmas 
17S2,theca8toms  produced,  upon  an  an- 
nual medhim,  IfiOSfiOSL  whereas  in  the 
last  ten  years  of  the  war  they  produced, 
upon  an  annual  raedhmi,  but  1,260,732/. 
the  difference  of  which  is  S49,073/.  yearly 
produce  more  in  time  of  peace  than  it  was 
m  time  of  war;  but  there  having  been  an 
alteration  made  smee  the  year  1712,  aifd 
before  the  year  1722,  in  relation  to  the 
drawbacks  of  the  old  subsidy,  and  in  re- 
lation to  the  duties  on  coffee,  tea,  choco- 
late and  brandies,  which,  since  the  year 
1712,  and  before  the  year  1722,  were 
taken  from  the  customs  and  turned  into 
excise,  the  produce  of  both  these  articles, 
'which  we  may  reckon  at  least  at  200,000/. 
annudfy,  ought  t6  be  added  to  the  anmiU 
{iroduce  of  the  customs  for  the  ten  yaars, 
from  Christmas  1722  to  Christmas  17S2, 
or  it  ought  to  be  deducted  from  tbe  an- 
nual produce  of  the  customs  in  tfaelast  ten 
•yearsofthe'war;  in  eiAer  of  which  cases. 
It  will  make  the  di^erence  between  them 
543^078/.  yearly  encrease  in  the  branch  of 
our  customs  only.  Then^  my  Lords,'  with 
reepettto  the  excise,  we  smdl  find,  that 
the  excise  on' beer  and  low  wines  (without 
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additional  third)  was,  at  an^nnixdmediumy 
but  897,662/.  thedifiference  between  fwhich 
-two  produces,  is  34*1,240/.  ^rearly  produce 
more  in  time  of  peace  than  it  was  m  tinm 
of  war;  and  these  two  yewrly  encreases 
amoimt  to  the  sum  of  884,313/.  which 
comes  'idl  in  yearly  to  our  sinking-fund, 
by  the  encrease  of  our  taxes  now  in  time 
of  peace,  more  Uian  they  produced  in  time 
of  war :  It  i&true,  it  may  be  said,  that  tbe 
duties  upon  coffee,  tea,  chocolate  and 
brandies,  have  likewise  greatly  increased, 
and  therefore  the  whole  sum  of  200,00w. 
ought  not  to  be  deducted  from  the 
1,^0,732/.  -Let  us  then  deduct  a  propor- 
tional sum,  which  is  157,224/.  the  produoe 
of  the  customs  in  time  of  war  will  then  ap- 

Sear  tohave  been,ata  medium,  1,103,508/. 
ut  then  the  enerea^  of  tbe  duties  upon 
coffee,  tea, chocolate  atid  brandies,  or  tbe 
difference  between  200,000/.  and  157,224/. 
which  is  42,776/.  must  be  added  to  thie 
produce  of  the  customs  in  time  of  peace, 
m  which  case,  the  whole  will  amount  to 
1,646,581/.  so  that  the  ^tifference  comes 
out  to  be  the  same. 

I  hope  your  lordships  will  excuse  me 
for  making  use  of  so  many  calcula- 
tions; fortheaiffiur  now  before  Us  is  6f 
such  importance,  that  it  deserves  the  most 
•^serious,  tbe  most  minute  •  consideration. 
Figures,  my*  Lords,  cannot  err,  and  by  them 
it  evidently  appears,  that  near  900,000/.  of 
our  present  siaking-fuad  arises  annually 
from  the  encrease  of  our  customs  and  ex- 
cises :  can  we-  suppose,  that  such  an  en- 
crease would  conlmue,  ^this  nation  should 
be  mvdved  in  war  ?  Are  we  not  rather  to 
suppose,  that  both  would  suddenly  de- 
crease, and  would  in  a  short  tim^  come  to^ 
the  same,'  or  very  near  the  same  standard 
they  were  at  donng  the  last  war  ?  In.  such 
a  case'  could  we  hope  to-  discharge  -any 
great  part  of  -our  debts  yearly,  by  means 
of  our  sinkin^-tfuild  ?  Could  we  hope  to 
contmct  new  debts,  or  to  support  a  heavy 
mid  expensive  war,  upon  the  credit  of  sucn 
»  fund  ?  Those  who  are  *  just  sinking  and 
ready  to  perish,  may  catch  hold  of  any 
twig,  may  build  their  hopes  i:^on  any 
chimeras;  but  I  h<^  this  nationis  not  yet 
reduced  to  sncb  a  condition,  as  to  trust  to 
a  twig,  which  must  sink  assoon  as  we  catch 


indudine  thatON  coffee^  tea,  chocmate  and  '•  held  of  it;  I  hope  we  will  never  place  our 


'  brandies)  for  three  years,  irom*  Midsum- 
mer 1729  to  Midsummer  1732,  at  an  an- 
nual medium,  amounted  to  1,238,902/i^aiid 
the  same  excise  in*three  years  of  the  wiir, 
from  Midsummer  1709  to  *  Midsummer 
1712  (being  the  oidy  three  yearr  after  the 


security  in  any  thing,  but  what  has  a  solid 
'and  a  lasting  foundation;  and  a  solid  and 
Usting  foundation  we  can'  find  nowhere, 
but  in  the  real  weeltb  aiid  hearty  affections 
of  our  people:  while  the  people  are  loaded 
with  debts,  they  cannot  be*  said  to  have 
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.real  wealth ;  while  they  are  over-burdened 
with  taxes,  we  cannot  expect  their  hearty 
affections;  and  as  nothing  can  be  so  effec- 

•  tual  for  clearing  them  of  their  debts,  for 
relieving  them  from  their  taxes,  and  for 
gaining  their  affections,  as  a  most  religious 
application  of  the  sinking-fund,  to  the  uses 
for  which  it  was  originally  intended,  I 
must  therefore  be  agamst  the  misapplica- 
tion proposed  by  the  Bill  now  before  us. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  in  substance, 
as  follows : 

My  Lords ;  It  is  to  me  really  surprizing 
.  to  hear  some  noble  lords  declarmg  the  great 
concern  they  have  for  the  credit  of  this 
nation  abroad,  and  at  the  same  time,  with 
the  same  breath,  doing  all  they  can,  to 
lessen  the  credit  andHhe  esteem  of  this 
nation  among  foreigners,  by  endeavouring 
to  establish  it  as  a  maxim,  that  even  the 
,  parliament  cannot  dispose  of  the  sinking- 
lund  to  any  use,  but  that  of  paying  off 
some  part  of  our  debts,  contracted  before 
the  year  1716 ;  for  if  it  were  so,  it  is  cer- 
tain no  foreign  power  would  have  such 
a  high  notion  of  the  power  and  the 
strength  of  this  nation  as  they  would 
naturally  have,  if  they  knew  that  we  had 
a  million  sterling  coming  in  yearly,  with- 
out laying  any  one  tax  upon  our  people, 
which  we  might  as  we  thought  6t,  apply, 
either  to  the  paying  oft'  some  of  our  oJd 
debts,  or  towards  raising  forces  for  our 
own  defence,  or  for  assisting  our  friends, 

•  or  punishing  our  enemies,  i  must  there- 
fore think,  that  every  man,  ^ho  has  a  true 
regard  for  the  credit  of  this  nation  among 

•  foreigners,  will,  when  he  considers  the  at- 
fair  thoroughly,  endeavour  to  establish  the 
contrary  maxim ;  and  I  hope  this  House 
will,  by  passing  the  Bill  now  before 
us,  endeavour  to  convince  all  foreigners, 
that  we  have  a  power,  when  we  think  it 
necessary,  to  apply  the  revenue  of  tlie  sink- 
ing-fund, towards  their  assistance  or  cor- 
rection. When  foreigners  consider,  what 
great  expence  we  have  been  at  this  year, 
m  augmenting^our  forces  both  by  sea  and 
land;  and  that  notwithstanding  such  an 
expence,  we  have  laid  but  two  shillings 

.  in  the  pound  upon  our  land,  I  am  sure  it 
will  give  them  a  greater  opinion  of  the 
wealui  and  the  power  of  this  nation,  and 
will  contribute  much  more  towards  our 
credit  among  them,  than  the  paying  off  a 
million  of  our  debt  could  possibly  have 
done:  they  will  consider  that  we  may  con- 
tinue the  same  forces  as  long  as  we  have  a 
mind,  witliout  raising  any  new  taxes  upon 
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the  people,  and  that  whenever  we  find  It 
necessary  we  may  make  yery  considerable 
additions,  by  only  encreasing  our  land-tax  to 
what  is  usually  paid  in  time  of  war ;  and 
therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  the  mc- 
thodl  taken  this  year  for  raising  money  for 
the  current  services,  arc  the  most  prudent 
that  could  have  been  taken,  for  establish- 
ing the  credit  and  esteem  of  this  nation 
abroad ;  and  that  they  are  no  way  incon- 
sistent with  any  obligation  we  are  under  to 
the  creditors  of  the  public,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  demonstrate. 

Even  supposing,  my  Lords,  the  public 
creditors  had  a  right  to  insist  upon  it,  that 
the  Sinking-Fund  sliould  never  be  applied 
to  any  thing,  but  the  paying  off  some  part 
of  the  debt  due  to  thcin,  yet  it  has  been 
admitted,  that  their  tacit  consent  would 
be  sufficient  for  giving  the  parliament  a 
power  to  apply  it  to  other  necessary  pur- 
poses ;  and  as  no  objection  has  been  made 
by  any  of  the  public  creditors,  to  the  appli- 
cation now.  proposed ;  as  every  one  of 
them  is,  1  believe,  glad  to  hear  of  its  being 
so  applied ;  therefore  from  any  supposed 
right  m  them,  no  objection  can  be  made  to 
the  bill  now  before  us;  so  that,  at  present, 
it  seems  to  be  an  unnecessary  dispute,  whe- 
ther the  creditors  have  any  right  in  this 
fund  or  no.  However,  as  it  may,  in  mj 
opinion,  very  much  lessen  our  credit 
abroad,  as  it  might  subject  this  nation  to 
very  great  inconveniences,  to  suppose,  that 
even  the  parliament  could  not  dispose  of 
the  sinking-fund  to  any  other  purpose,  if 
the  creditors  should  tlunk  fit  to  object  to 
that  disposal ;  I  hope  your  lordships  wiH 
give  me  leave  to  state  that  matter,  in  the 
light  in  which  it  appears  to  me. 

If  the  public  creditors,  my  Lords,  hate 
any  right  to  demand,  that  the  sinking-fimd 
shall  never  be  applied  to  any  use  but  to  the 
paying  off  so  much  of  their  principal  year- 
ly,  that  right  must  arise  either  irom  the 
reason  and  spirit,  or  from  the  express 
words  of  those  acts  of  parliament,  by 
which  the  sinking  fund  was  first  created. 
With  respect  to  the  reason  and  spirit  of 
those  acts  of  parliament,  it  must  be  de- 
duced from  that  cause,  upon  which  they 
were  principally  founded  ;  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  project  which  gave  rise  to 
those  acts  of  parhament,  did  not  proceed 
from  any  terms  offered  by  the  creditors : 
they  never  so  much  as  thought  of  oaring 
to  give  up  a  part  of  their  yearly  interest,  in 
order  to  establish  a  fund  for  paying  off 
their  principal ;  but  the  foundation  oi  that 
benencial  project^  and  the  true  cause  of 
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those  acts  of  parliament  was  this,  the  natural 
interest  of  money  had  decreased  so  much^ 
and  the  credit  or  our  public  securities  had 
become  so  extensive^  that  some  gentlemen, 
who  had  the  good  of  their  country  much  at 
heart,  thought  it  was  proper  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  happy  circumstances  the  nation 
was  in  at  that  time,  in  order  to  lessen  the 
interest  payable  to  the  creditors  of  the 
public  ;  tor  this  purpose  they  sounded  the 
inclinations  of  some  of  the  leading  men  in 
tiie  monied  companies,  and  other  rich  men 
in  the  kingdom,  to  see  if  they  would  lend 
the  government  any  large  sum  of  money, 
at  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  and  this  was 
no  sooner  proposed,  than  it  was  agreed  to ; 
by  which  it  was  found,  that  the  govern- 
ment could  borrow  at  5  per  cent  as  much 
money  as  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  off 
all  the  debts  then  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, which  bore  an  interest  of  6  per  cent. 
or  above:  thus  the  project  was  soon 
brought  to  maturity,  and  when  the  pro- 
prietors of  those  debts  found  they  were  like 
to  be  paid  off,  they  chose  rather  to  accept 
of  a  less  in^rest  for  their  money,  than  to 
take  their  principal,  when  they  did  not 
know  where  to  place  it  out  to  any  advan- 
tage :  they  were  so  far  from  demanding 
aay  conditions,  they  were  so  far  from  in- 
sisting, that  the  government  should  lay 
themselves  under  any  obligations,  that  they 
readily  came,  and  were  ^ad  of  being  al- 
lowed toacceptof  the  interest  that  was  offer- 
ed them ;  ana  why  the  government  should 
without  being  asked,  without  any  conside- 
ration, lay  themselves  under  a  peremptory 
obligation,  to  apply  the  savings,  made  by 
that  reduction  ot  interest,  to  the  pajring  off 
the  principal,  is  what  I  cannot  compre- 
hend, is  what  cannot,  I  think,  be  supposed. 
Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the  ex- 

Eress  worcls  of  those  acts  of  Parliament, 
y  which  the  Sinking-Fund  was  established, 
let  us  examine  the  acts  themselves,  to  see 
if  we  can  find  in  any  one  of  them  such 
words  as  can  possibly  be  understood  to 
mean,  that  the  Sinking-Fund  thereby 
established  should,  in  all  future  times,  be 
inviolably  applied  to  the  pajring  off  the 
public  debts,  without  leaving  it  in  the 
power,  even  of  the  parliament  itself,  ever 
to  apply  that  fund  to  any  other  purpose. 
The  acts  by  which  the  Smking-Puna  was 
first  established,  are,  *  The  Act  for  re- 
f  deeming  tjie  Duties  and  Revenues  settled 

*  for  paying  off  the  four  Lotteries,  which  is 
«  called  the  general  Fund- Act:*  *  The  Act 

*  for  redeemmg  several  funds  of  the  Bank 
of  England:'  and  *  the  Act  for  redeem- 


<  ing  the  yearly  iund  of  the  South-Sear 

*  Company;'  which  three  acts  were  ajl 
passed  in  the  third  year  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty;  and  in  the  preamble  of  every  one  of 
them,  the  decrease  of  the  common  interest 
for  money,  is  expressly  assigned  as  the 
cause  for  passing  them,  without  the  least 
notice  taken  of  any  covenant  between  the 
public  creditors  and  the  government,  about 
the  future  application  of  the  Sinking-Fund 
then  establisned,  which  would  certainly 
have  been  recited  if  there  had  been  any 
such  thing,  or  if  any  such  thing  had  been 
intended.  The  preamble  of  the  act  for  re- 
deeming the  Bank  Fund  is  very  remark- 
able :   ft  recites,  *  That  the  Governor  and, 

*  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  re- 

*  gard  that  the  common  rate  of  interest  for 

*  money,  is  very  much  lessen^  under  your 

<  Majesty's  most  auspicious  reign,  are  wil-  • 
^  ling :'  and  soon  afler  are  these  remark- 
able words,  *  So  as  they  may  be  satisfied 

<  the  said  last  yearly  sura,  till  Midsummer^ 
M718,  inclusively;  and  so  as  the  future 

*  payments  of  the  said  sum  of  88,751/.  17 s* 

*  lOd.^y  may  be  secured  to  them,  from  the 

<  said  feast-day  till  the  redemption  thereof, 

*  and  so  as  the  said  yearly  sum  be  made 

*  redeemable  upon  one  year's  notice  ;* 
Here  my  Lords,  is  the  contract  between 
the  government  and  the  Bank  fully  re- 
cited, and  not  one  word  mentioned  of  a 
covenant  between  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties, about  the  application  of  the  Sinking* 
Fund :  And  in  this  act,  when  the  surplus 
or  excess,  occasioned  by  the  reduction  of 
interest,  comes  to  be  disposed  of,  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared  and  enacted,  *  That  the 

*  excess  or  surplus,  which  at  any  time  shall 

*  or  may  be  produced  by  the  several  rates, 
^  duties,  revenues,  and  incomes  thereby 

*  appropriated,  shall  attend  the  disposition 

*  of  Parliament,  and  be  applied  according 

*  to  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  in  that  be- 

*  half,  and  not  otherwise.'  By  these  words, 
my  Lords,  this  excess  or  surplus  is  so  far 
from  being  appropriated  to  the  paying  off 
our  debts,  that  it  is,  in  as  express  terms  as 
could  be  devised,  left  to  the  future  dispo- 
sition of  Parliament. 

The  preamble  to  the  South-Sea  Act» 
my  Lords,  is  much  to  the  same  purpose ; 
the  words  are,  *  And  whereas  the  said 
'  Governor  and  Company  are  contented, 

*  in  regard  the  rate  of  interest  is  very, 
^  much  lessened,  to  accept,  after  Mid- 

*  sununer  1718,  one  annuity  of  500,000/. 

*  being  afler  the  rate  of  5L  per  cent,  per 
^  annum,  for  the  said  ten  millions.'  Here 
your  lordships  likewise  see  the  reason  why 
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that  Cataptokj  wa»  contented  to  accept  ot 
^  pep  cent,  interest :  It  wsas  because  the 
common  rate  €i  interest  was  Very  much 
lessened :  This^  my  IaGt^^  is  the  only  rea- 
son expressed ;  and  if  there  had  been  any 
other  reason,  it  would  certainly  have  been 
expressed.  In  like  manner,  die  excess  or 
surplus  e^  the  South-Sea  Funds,  are  by 
this  act  expressly  declared  to  attend,  from 
time  to  time,  tne  disposition  (^  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  be  applied  according  to  Act 
or  Acts  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf,  and 
not  otherwise :  From  which  words  it  is  to 
me  as  evident  as  words  can  make  it,  that 
this  excess  or  surpkw  was  not  then  de- 
signed to  be  disposed  of  at  any  one  time, 
or  to  any  one  piurticular  use,  but  was  to  at- 
tend the  disposition  of  Parliament  ^om 
time  to  time.  So  that  I  am  sure  neither 
the  Bank  nor  the  South-Sea  Company  can 
pretend  to  have,  from  either  of  Aese  two 
acts,  my  right  or  property  in  the  produce 
of  the  Sinkmg-fund. 

The  only  oUier  act  by  which  the  Slmk- 
ing-FuYid  was  established,  is  that  I  have 
mentioned,  which  is  called,  The  General 
Fund- Act ;  and  in  the  preamble  of  this 
act  likewise,  my  Lords,  the  cause  or  con- 
sideration for  passing  the  same,  is  expressly 
iHentioned  to  be,  That  the  common  rate  of 
interest  for  monejr  had  been  very  much 
lessened ;  after  which  the  end  and  inten- 
tion of  the  act  is  likewise  mentioned  in 
these  words,  *  Now,  to  the  end  a  sufficient 

*  fund  may  be  established,  for  payment  of 

*  all  the  annuities  which  shall  be  pajrable  in 
♦pursuance  of  this  act,  it  is  enacted.* 
These  words  I  beg  your  lordships  would 
take  particular  notice  of;  because,  if  there 
had  been  any  intention  to  appropriaie  the 
Sinking-Fund,  thereby  estdbh^d,  to  the 
payment  of  the  public  debts,  and  to  no 
omer  use  whatever,  there  would  certainly 
in  this  part  of  the  act  have  been  added 
•ome  words  to  this  effect,  «  And  likewise, 

*  that  a  sufficient  fund  may  be  established 

*  for  payment  of  the  principel  sums  for 

*  whidi  those  annuities  are  to  be  payable, 

*  it  is  enacted*,  from  all  whidi  I  think  it  is 
evident,  that  none  of  the  public  creditors, 
whose  interest  was  at  diat  tune  to  be  re- 
duced, made  any  contract  iinth  the  govern- 
ment, or  desired .  to  lay  the  government 
under  any  obligation  for  applying  the  pro- 
duce of  tiie  Simdng-Fnndr  to  the  payment 
of  the  principd  sums  due  to  them,  and  to 
BO  other  purpose  whatever ;  and  in  that 
case  we  must  suppose  that  the  clause  in 
this  last  act,  by  which  tlje  surplusses 
in  the  three  acts  I  hibBf%  mentionedi  are 


Erected  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  the  national  debts  incurred  before 
1716,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  should 
be  directed  and  appointed  by  fiiture 
Acts  of  Parliament,  was  never  intended 
for  any  thing  else  but  as  a  direction  for  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  and  other 
officers  of  the  public  revenue,  how,  and  by 
what  authority  they  were  to  dispose  of  the 
said  surphisses  or  excesses:  It  was  cet- 
tainly  never  intended  as  an  impiicatioa  of 
aay  agreement  or  contract  with  the  public 
creditors,  or  as  a  law  which  no  future  par- 
liament coukl  repeal,  alter  or  amend,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  puMic  creditors. 

If  then,my  Lords,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
from  any  thing  that  passed,  or  any  thing 
that  was  enacted  in  the  year  1716,  that  the 
public  cieditors,  whose  interest  was  then 
reduced,  stipulated  any  appropriation  of 
the  Sinking-Fund  to  the  ^jmsBt  of  the 
principal  money  due  to  toiun,  I  am  sure 
the  creditors  concerned  in  the  irre- 
deemables,  can  much  less  be  said  to  have 
made  any  such  stipulation ;  fw  it  is  cer- 
tain^  they  were  no  way  concerned  in  the 
transactions  of  that  year;  and  as  for  the 
transactions  of  the  year  1720,  it  can  as  lit- 
tle be  said,  that  they  then  stipulated  any 
thing  from  the  government,  because  that 
whole  transaction  was  carried  on  between 
the  government  and  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  Company  never  desired 
any  thin^  more  frtna  the  government,  but 
only  a  hberty  to  encrease  their  c^tal 
stock,  by  red^ming,  purchasinff,  or  taidng 
in  the  ledeemi^le  oebts,  and  the  irre- 
deemabb  annuities,  providing  that  th^ 
capital  stock  might  be  encreased  according 
to  the  terms,  and  in  the  proportions  in  the 
preamble  of  that  Act  mentioned;  and  that 
the^  diould  have  such  an  annuity  upon 
their  capital  to  encreased,  as  is  therein 
stipulated;  all  which,  your  lordships  may 


see  in  the  preamble  of  that  Act ;  but  in 
no  part  of  it,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Act, 
is  diere  the  least  intimation  of  any  conre- 
nant  or  contract  between  the  governineDit 
and  the  Company,  that  the  surplusses  or 
excesses  to  be  thereby  create^  were  to 
be  s^iopriated  to  the  payment  of  our 
public  debts,  and  to  ao  ooier  purpose.  It 
IS  true,  the  Commons  here  declare  their 
being  desirous  to  hare  the  public  debts  and 
incumbrances  lessened  as  fittt  as  may  be, 
with  regard  to  justice  and  the  pi4^c  Qutht 
and  I  believe  every  man  who  wishes  well 
to  his  country,  desures  the  same ;  but  the 
Company,  who  were  dien  the  only  con- 
tractmg  party  with  the  Commims,  are  9» 
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far  from  rtiaking  any  stipulation  for  that 
purpose,  that  they  do  not  so  much  as  de- 
clare their  being  desirous  it  should  be  so : 
frpm  all  which,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  "is  evi- 
dent, that  none  of  the  pubhc  creditors, 
have,  either  by  the  int^tion  and  spirit,  or 
the  express  words  of  the  laws  by  which  the 
Sinking-Fund  was  established  or  encreased, 
any  right  to  demand,  that  the  produce  of 
the  Sinking-Fund  shall  be  applied  to  the 
paying  off  their  principal :  on  the  contrary, 
I  think  it  is  as  evident  as  words  can  make 
it,  that  the  application  of  that  fund  is  en- 
tirely left  to  the  disposition  of  Parliament : 
that  it  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  the  national  debt,  contracted  before 
1716,  is  what  no  man  will  doubt ;  but  that 
the  general  interest  of  the  nation  may  re- 
quire, and  that  the  Parliament  may  order 
its  being  othenvise  applied,  without  the 
consent,  or  even  against  the  inclination  and 
prayer  of  the  public  creditors,  is  what,  I 
believe,  will  be  as  little  doubted  by  any 
man  who  considers  its  original  institution. 
Another  argument,  my  Lords,  has  been 
made  use  of  against  this  Bill,  which  I  must 
confess  I  do  not  well  comprehend :  It  has 
been  said,  that  it  may  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  his  Majesty  and  his  family : 
If  I  thought  there  were  the  least  ground  for 
such  an  argument,  it  would  certainly  be 
with  me  a  most  prevailing  one  :  but  when 
I  consider  the  heavy  load  that  has  for  so 
many  years  been  laid  upon  the  landed- 
interest  of  this  kingdom,  I  must  think 
there  is  nothing  more  just  than  to  take  all 
methods  for  giving  them  relief;  and  how 
an  act  of  public  justice  can  be  of  danger- 
ous consequence  to  his  present  Majesty, 
or  to  any  of  his  illustrious  family,  I  cannot 
comprehend.  There  was  no  other  way  of 
raising  the  money  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  this  Bill,  but  by  laying  four  shillings  in 
the  pound,  instead  of  two,  upon  land ;  and 
in  that  case,  I  am  sure  the  landed  gentle- 
men would  have  complained,  and  would 
have  had  reason  to  complain  of  our  having 
loaded  them  with  such  a  heavy  tax,  when 
we  had  a  million  in  our  hand,  which  we 
might  have  applied  towards  their  relief. 
The  nation  would  have  been  very  little 
sensible  of  the  relief  given  them  by  paying 
off  a  million  of  our  debt,  but  the  landed- 
interest  would  have  been  deeply  sensible 
of  so  heavy  a  tax,  by  which  we  must  of 
course  have  raised  a  great  many  enemies 
to  his  Majesty^s  government,  without  pro- 
curing him  any  friends:  whereas,  when 
posterity  reflects  upon  the  necessity  we  are 
now  tmder,  and  the  dangerous  situation 
[VOL.  IX.] 
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we  are  in,  they  will  readily  excuse  our  not 
having  cleared  them  of  a  million  of  debt  at 
such  a  critical  conjuncture. 

I  shall  readily  agree  with  the  noble 
Lords,  that  a  good  part  of  our  Sinking- 
Fun  d  arises  from  the  produce  of  most  of 
our  taxes  having  greatly  encreased  since 
the  last  war ;  but  that  this  encrease  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  peace  we  have  enjoyed, 
is  what  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  admit ;  for  I 
am  convinced  that  it  arises  from  the  en- 
crease  of  our  people,  the  encrease  of  our 
luxury,  and  the  superior  care  now  taken  in 
collecting  our  taxes,  and  preventing  all 
manner  of  smuggling.  These  I  take  to  be 
the  chief  causes  of  that  encrease  in  the 
produce  of  our  taxes,  which  has  happened 
since  the  last  war ;  and  in  this  opinion  I 
am  confirmed  by  this  observation,  that  the 
encrease  has  grown  up  gradually,  whereas, 
if  it  had  been  occasioned  by  nothing  but 
the  peace  we  have  enjoyed,  it  would  have 
grown  up  all  at  once ;'  the  encrease  would 
have  been  as  great,  or  very  near  as  great^ 
the  first  year  after  the  peace  was  estwlish- 
ed,  as  it  is  at  present;  the  contrary  of 
which  we  know  by  experience :  now,  as 
neither  of  these  causes  can  be  much  af- 
fected by  any  war  but  a  civil  war,  which  I 
hope  this  nation  will  never  be  engaged  in, 
therefore  I  hope,  and  I  think  I  have  good 
reasoil  to  hope,  that  our  Sinking-Fund  will 
be  very  near  as  large  in  time  of  war  as  it  if 
now  in  time  of  peace.  '  I  do  not  Jmow  that 
any  man  ever  formed  a  project,  or  has  so 
much  as  once  had  it  in  hia  thoughts  to 
mortgage  the  Sinking-Fund,  or  to  raise  any 
new  debts  upon  that  credit;  but,  my 
Lords,  if  we  were  actually  engaged  in  a 
war,  I  should  think  it  a  maxim  of  uic  most 
dangerous  consequence  to  his  Majesty  and 
the  royal  family,  to  load  and  oppress  the 
subjects  with  new  and  heavy  taxes,  rather 
than  apply  the  Sinking-Fund,  yearly  as  it 
arises,  to  the  uses  of  the  war,  instead  of 
applying  it  to  the  paying  off  the  old  debts 
of  the  nation  ;  and  for  this  reason  I  cannot 
think  it  of  any  great  service  to  his  Majesty 
or  to  his  family,  to  endeavour  to  establish 
it  as  a  doctrine,  that  the  public  creditors 
have  an  indefeasible  right  m  the  Sinking- 
Fund,  and  that  the  same  cannot  be  applied 
by  Parliament  to  any  other  use  without 
their  consent. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  public  creditors 
had  such  an  indefeasible  right  in  this 
fund,  it  must  then  be  granted,  that  it 
could  not  be  applhed  by  Parliament,  even 
to  the  reducing  of  those  taxes  which  are 
most  prejudicial  to  the  trade,  most  burden* 
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tome  on  the  manufactures,  and  most  op- 
pressive upon  the  poor  of  this  nation :  and 
yet  I  have  lately  seen  a  pamphlet  hawked 
about  in  die  streets,  under  the  title  6f  a 
Protest  entered  by  some  noble  lords,  upon 
this  House's  disagreeing  with  them  m  a 
motion  for  our  coming  to  a  resolution, 
that  the  sinking-fund  should  always  be 
^plicd  to  such  purposes,  and  to  none 
other.  How  this  can  consist  with  the 
doctrine  now  advanced,  that  this  fund 
cannot  be  applied  to  any  purpose,  but 
that  of  paying  off  the  debts  of  the  nation, 
contracted  before  the  year  1716,  I  must 
leave  to  other  lords  to  explain.  However, 
they  need  not,  I  think,  give  themselves 
any  great  trouble  about  getting  over  this 
difficulty,  for  I  have  clearly  shewn,  that 
Uiere  is  no  foundation  for  such  a  doctrine. 
I  have  shewn,  that  the  sinking-fund  was 
at  first  intended  to  be  left  to  the  disposi* 
tion  of  Parliament ;  that  it  was  chiefly 
designed  for  paying  off  the  debts  of  the 
nation,  but  that  the  Parliament  may  apply 
it  to  other  necessary  purposes;  ana  I 
think  there  can  be  no  purpose  more  ne- 
cessary, than  that  of  preventing  our  being 
under  a  necessity  of  loading  the  landed 
interest  with  four  shillings  in  the  pound; 
therefore  I  must  think  the  Bill  now  before 
us  a  roost  reasonable  Bill,  and  1  hope  your 
lordships  will  order  it  to  pass. 

The  Reply  to  this  was  in  substance  as 
follows : 

My  Lordi^;  I  do  not  know  what  may  be 
the  way  of  thinking  among  some  people 
in  this  nation  ;  but  I  am  sure  it  is  tne  ge- 
neral and  the  right  way  o^  thinking,  to 
compute  the  strength  and  power  of  a  na- 
tion, from  that  revenue  which  it  may 
upply  towards  a  war  without  running  in 
debt,  or  loading  the  people  with  heavier 
taxes  than  they  will  patiently  submit  to 
pay.  A  nation  may,  upon  some  extra- 
ordinary emergency,  be  obliged  to  run 
itself  something  in  debt ;  but,  as  every 
mortgage  upon  a  private  gentleman's 
estate,  is  a  step  to  the  ruin  of  his  family  ; 
so  every  public  debt  that  is  contracted  is  a 
atep  to  the  ruin  of  a  nation  ;  tlierefore  np 
nation,  unless  they  are  mad,  will  contract 
any  debt,  as  long  as  they  can  raise  wliat 
is  necessary  for  the  yearly  expence,  by 
such  taxes  as  they  thmk  the  people  will 
patiently  submit  to  pay  ;  and  the  people 
of  every  country  will  certainly  submit  pa- 
tiently to  pay  any  tax  that  can  be  laid 
upon  them,  u  they  have  a  confidence  in 
their  governors^  and  an  assurance  that 
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they  wiD  demand  no  money,  but  what  it 
necessary  for  the  common  safety,  and  that 
the  best  and  the  most  frugal  use  will  be 
made  of  the  money  that  shall  be  so  raised. 
This,  my  Lords,  I  am  sure,  is  the  general 
way  of  thinking  anlong  all  foreigners ;  and 
whoever  thinlu  in  this  manner,  will  never 
admit  that  the  revenue,  which  ought  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  our  ddbts,  is  a 
revenue  which  contributes  to  our  strength 
and  power.  In  the  last  war  we  maide 
many,  I  believe  some  unnecessary  steps, 
towards  our  ruin;  every  shilling  of  old 
debt  we  pay  ofl^  is,  at  least,  a  step  from 
our  ruin  ;  and  I  with  grief  reflect,  upon 
our  having  made  so  few,  during  sucn  a 
long  term  of  peace  and  tranquillity  :  but 
as  all,  or  most  of  our  debts,  bear  an  in- 
terest of  4  per  cent,  every  misapplication 
of  the  sinking-fund,  is  not  only  neglecting 
to  make  a  step  from  our  ruin,  but  is  like- 
wise making  a  hew  step  towards  our  ruin, 
by  bringing  a  new  debt  upon  the  nation,  I 
mean  the  growing  interest  for  that  money 
which  ou^t  to  have  been  paid  ofll  By 
the  very  Bill  now  before  us,  we  bring  a 
new  debt  of  40,00(y.  upon  the  nation: 
this  sum,  it  is  true,  in  English  money,  has 
but  a  snxall  sound,  but  in  French  money  it 
makes  above  800,000  livres;  and  wW 
will  a  Frenchman  think  of  this  nation  when 
he  hears,  that  now,  in  a  time  of  peace,  we 
have  not  only  n^lected  to  pay  off*  a  largt 
sum  of  old  debt,  but  have  contracted  a 
new  debt  of  near  a  million  of  their  money  I 
Will  he'not  say,  that  we  are  either  mad» 
or  that  the  peq>le  are  ahready  so  loaded 
with  taxes,  or  have  sp  little  confidence  us 
their  goxemors,  that  they  will  BOt  par 
tiently  submit  to  pay  any  additional  tax  I 
Can  this,  my  Lords,  add  to  the  credit  or 
esteem  of  tne  nation  anM)ng  foreigners  I 
Can  it  contribute  to  render  any  of  bis 
Majesty's  measures  efiectual  ? 

But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only  step 
we  have  this  day  made  to  our  ruin,  we 
have  made  another  most  terrible  step,  vc 
have  contracted  another  new  debt  of  above 
ten  millions  of  French  livres,  whidi  most 
confirm  every  foreigner  in  his  opinion,  of 
the  pitiful  circumstances  we  are  reduced 
to.  In  order  to  save  la3ring  another  shil- 
ling upon  land,  we  have  this  day  made  a 
second  mortgage  upon  the  only  tax  we 
had  to  mortgage,  and  therefore  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  it  so  much  as  insinuat^ej 
that  we  have,  or  that  fbreignars  will  be- 
lieve we  have,  a  tax  of  2£.  in  the  poun4 
up(m  land,  which  we  may  lay  ob  when  wt 
please,  and  which  we  may  apply  towards 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


93S] 


•n  the  Shiking'Fund  Bill. 


A,  D.  1755. 


[934 


increasing  GVff  forces  in  case  of  a  war ;  for 
whoever  considers  what  we  have  Mb  day 
done,  must  necessarily  conclude,  that  we 
have  not,  at  most,  above  a  shilling  in  the 
pound  land  tax,  which  we  can  apply  to- 
wards increasing  our  forces  either  by  sea 
or  land ;  and  how  short  that  sum  would  be 
Cff  the  expence  necessary  for  supporting  a 
war,  every  foreigner,  as  well  as  every  one 
of  your  lordships,  may  easily  judge. 

The  tacit  consent  of  the  Money-Com- 
panies may,  perhaps,  be  some  sort  of  ex- 
cuse for  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  by 
this  Bill  *  but  it  is  far  from  being  an  au- 
thority absolutely  sufficient ;  for  such  an 
authority  can  only  be  obtained  from  the 
general  courts  of  the  respective  compa- 
nies :  «u<3h  a  tacit  consent  as  we  have  at 
present,  may  flow  from  the  negligence, 
perhaps  the  fraud,  of  the  managers,  which 
the  proprietors  may  afterwards  find  great 
reason  to  complain  of;  and  when  they 
begin  to  make  such  complaints  against 
their  managers,  they  will  then  certainly 
^omplain  loudly  against  those  who  made 
a  handle  of  such  a  tacit  consent,  in  order 
to  take  away  what  properly,  and  of  right, 
belonged  to  them.  Nay,  my  Lords,  as  all 
companies  and  corporations  are  something 
in  tne  case  of  infants,  even  their  express 
consent  could  not  justify  the  application  of 
the  sinking-fund  to  any  other  purpose, 
unless  there  were  really  a  necessity  for 
such  application  ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  no  such  necessity  can  be  pleaded  at 
present ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  we  had  no 
occasion  to  be  at  any  extraordinary  ex- 
pence,  no  more  than  any  other  of  our 
neighbours  not  engaged  in  the  war  *  and  if 
there  had  been  an  apparent  necessity  for 
any  such  expence,  our  people  would  have 
agreed  to  raise  it  by  some  new  or  additional 
tax,  rather  than  to  have  had  that  sacred 
fund  diverted  from  the  uses  for  which  it 
was  originally  intended. 

I  have  read,  my  Lords,  in  a  pamphlet 
lately  hawked  about,  some  sophistical  ar- 

§uments  for  proving,  that  the  public  cre- 
itors  have  no  right  or  interest  in  that 
llmd,  whicfi  every  man  allows,  was  prin- 
incipaUy  tended  for  their  payment,  and 
without  which,  it  is  certain,  they  never  can 
be  paid ;  but  I  little  expected  ever  to  havq 
heard  those  arguments  repeated  in  this 
House :  however,  as  they  have  been  most 
minutely  repeated  in  this  day's  debate,  I 
hope  your  lordships  will  excuse  me  for 
endeavouring  to  shew,  wherein  their  fal- 
lacy consists ;  and  in  so  doing;  I  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  convince  every  lord  in  this 


House,  that  the  creditors  of  the  pnblic 
have  a  right  in  the  sinking-fund,  not  only 
from  the  reason  and  spirit,  but  from  the 
express  words  of  the  acts  of  Parliament  by 
which  it  was  established  ;  and  indeed  the 
words  are  so  express,  that  I  am  astonished 
to  hear  their  right  controverted,  especially 
in  this  House,  where  a  most  religious 
regard  for  private  property  has  always 
been  preserved. 

My  Lords,  when  a  motive  founded  upon 
private  interest  as  well  as  a  motive  founded 
upon  "public  interest  can  be  assigned  for 
any  project,  I  am  always  apt  to  imagine, 
that  the  motive  founded  upon  private  in- 
terest gave  the  first  rise  to  the  project, 
and  was  the  principal  cause  of  its  being 
carried  into  execution  :  and,  according  to 
this  rule,  if  we  examine  the  project  for  es- 
tablishing the  sinking  fund,  we  must  believe, 
that  the  first  rise  of  it  proceeded  not  from 
any  gentleman,  who  had  only  the  good  of 
his  country  much  at  heart,  but  from  some 
gentlemen  who  had  the  good  of  his  own 
family,  as  well  as  the  good  ot  his  country 
much  at  heart.  Before  the  year  1716,  the 
proprietors  of  the  redeemables  had  i«ndeed 
an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  secured  to  them 
by  law ;  but,  as  there  was  no  fund  then 
settled  for  the  payment  of  their  principal, 
they  could  have  no  expectation  of  ever 
being  paid,  or  at  leaist  not  till  the  terms  of 
the  irredeemables  should  be  all  expired, 
and  in  such  a  long  time  they  did  not  Know 
but  that  the  distresses  of  the  public  might 
put  a  stop  to  the  payment  of  their  interest, 
as  well  as  disappoint  them  entirely  of  their 
principal.  In  tnis  dangerous  situation,  no 
man  of  common  prudence  but  would  con- 
clude, that  it  was  better  (at  least  for  hid 
family)  for  him  to  have  but  5  per  cent, 
interest,  and  a  certain  fund  established  for 
paying  off  the  principal  in  a  short  term  of 
years ;  and  from  thence  the  project  for  re- 
ducing the  interest,  and  thereby  establishing 
a  sinking-fund,  originally  and  principally 
proceeded.  Ministers,  or  perhaps  some 
of  their  projectors,  might  have  had  a  pro- 
ject in  their  heads  for  reducing  interest ; 
but  till  it  came  into  the  heads  of  some  of 
the  chief  monied  men  in  the  kingdom,  it 
was  nothing  but  a  project,  a  mere  chimee- 
ra ;  and  for  this  reason,  I  am  convinced, 
that  the  project  never  came  to  any  per- 
fection, till  the  managers  of  the  Bank,  and 
South- Sea  Company  offered,  not  only  to 
accept  of  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  for 
what  was  due  to  their  respective  com- 
panies, but  to  assist  the  government  with 
money  at  the  same  interest,  for  paying  off 
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the  other  redeemables,  who  should  refuse 
to  accept  of  such  an  interest:  however, 
whether  they  made  the  offer,  or  only 
agreed  to  the  proposition  when  made  to 
them,  is  not  material;  but  one  or  the  other 
must  have  been  the  case,  before  that  pro- 
ject could  be  carried  into  execution ;  and 
BE  we  must  suppose,  that  the  securing  the 
repayment  of  their  principal  money,  was 
the  chief  thing  they  bad  in  view,  is  it  pos- 
sible to  suppose,  that  they  would  make 
such  an  offer,  or  agree  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion, without  stipulating  that  the  sinking 
fund,  thereby  to  be  established,  should  be 
appropriated  to  the  paying  off  the  prin- 
cipal i  It  is  impossible  to  make  any  such 
supposition ;  and  therefore  their  right  to 
the  application  of  this  fund,  arises  in  the 
most  clear  and  evident  manner,  from  the 
reason  and  spirit  of  the  transaction  upon 
which  those  laws  were  founded. 

After  this  contract  and  agreement  was 
made  between  the  govermment  and  the 
two  companies,  and  not  till  then,  it  began 
to  be  possible  to  carry  the  project  into 
execution  ;  and  one  of  the  first  steps  taken 
was,  for  the  House  of 'Commons  to  resolve 
"  That  all  savings  by  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  interest,  should  go  towards  dis- 
charging and  reducihg  the  national  debt." 
These,  my  Lords,  are  the  express  words 
of  the  resolution  :  they  are  absolute  and 
unconditional,  and  from  that  very  moment 
every  man  who  had  any  share,  or  afterwards 
purchased  any  share  in  the  redeemables, 
must  have  believed,  that  by  his  accepting 
5  per  cent,  instead  of  taking  his  money, 
he  thereby  acquired  a  right  to  have  the 
savings  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal ;  which  right  he  piust  have 
thought  as  absolute  and  unconditional,  as 
was  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  which  it  was  founded:  and 
now  to  pretend,  that  there  was  no  con- 
tract or  agreement  between  the  government 
and  the  two  comj>anies,  or  between  the 
government  and  any  of  the  public  credi- 
tors, because  that  contract  was  not  fully 
and  particularly  set  forth  in  the  preambles 
of  the  several  acts^  of  parliament,  is  such 
a  catching  at  words,  as,  I  believe,  would 
hardly  be  made  use  of  by  a  common  law- 
yer in  Westminster-hall.  It  cannot  so 
much  as  be  pretended,  that,  without  the 
assistance  of  the  two  great  companies,  the 
government  could  then  have  borrowed,  at 
5  per  cent,  as  much  money  as  would  have 
been  sufficient  for  paying  off  all  the  re- 
deemables; and  as  they  could  have  no 
other  motive,  from  private  interest,  for 
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agreeing  to  asfiist  the  government,  but 
only  the  right  they  were  to  acquire  to  the 
savmgs  got  by  a  general  reduction  of 
interest;  therefore,  though  it  had  not 
been  expressly  stipulated,  we  must  con- 
clude, it  was  implied  in  their  agreement ; 
and  if  they  had  no  other  right  but  by  im- 
plication, it  would  be  doing  them  injustice 
to  rob  them  of  such  a  right. 

I  must  now  beg  leave,  my  Lords,  to 
touch  a  little  upon  the  several  acts  of  par- 
liament by  which   this  right  is,  I  tbmk, 
clearly  established.     With   regard  to  the 
preamble  of  the  bank-act,  it  is  indeed  re- 
cited in  this  act  as  well  as  the  others,  that 
the  common  rate  of  interest  for  money 
was  very  much  lessened;    but  this  was 
not  the  real  cause  of  either  of  the  acts; 
on  the  contrary,  I  believe,  that  the   com- 
mon rate  of  interest  being  lessened,  was 
chiefly    owing    to    the    resolution  upon 
which   these   acts    were  founded;   how- 
ever it  was  necessary  to  make  this  a  pre- 
tence, not  only  to  mduce   the  proprie- 
tors of  the  two  companies  to  approve  of 
what  their  managers  had  done,  but  to  in- 
duce as  many  of  the  other  redeemables  as 
it  was  possible,  to  accept  of  the  5  per 
cent,  interest  that  was  to  be  offered  them. 
In  this  preamble  are  likewise  recited  some 
stipulations,  that  related  particularly  to  the 
bank,  but  as  this  act  relates  particularly  to 
the  bank,  the  general  contract,  the  general 
stipulation,  by  which  the  public  creditors 
were  to  acquire  a  right,  to  have  the  savings 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  their  prin- 
cipal sums,  could  not  be  recited  neither  in 
the  preamble  of  this  iict,  nor  in  the  pre- 
amble *of  either  of  the  other  two,  because 
the  bank  was  not  to  acquire  a  particular 
and  separate  right  to  the  savings  that  were 
to  arise  by  the  reduction  of  their  interest ; 
nor  was  the  South- Sea  Company  to  ac- 
quire a  particular  and  separate  right  to  the 
savings  that  were  to  arise  by  the  reduction 
of  their  interest ;  nor  were  the  other  re- 
deemables to  acquire  any  such  right  to  the 
savings  by  the  reduction  of  their  interest, 
but  all  of  them  were  to  acquire  a  general 
and  joiiit  right  in  those  savings,  that  were 
to  arise  by  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
payable  to  them :  and  tlierefore  it  would 
have  been  improper,  it  would  have  been 
absurd  to  have  recited  this  agreement  in 
any  one  of  the  acts,  or  indeed  to  have  re- 
cited it  at  all ;  the  -only  proper  way  of 
mentioning  the  agreement  was  by  perform- 
ing it,  and  that  was  done  by  a  general  clause 
in  one  of  the  acts,  as  I  shaU  immediately 
shew  to  your  lordships. 
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With  respect  to  the  dispodng  clause  in 
the  Bank- Act,  at  well  as  the  disposing 
clause  in  the  South-Sea  Act,  it  is  evident 
that  both  of  them  refer  to  some  act  or 
acts  of  Parliament  that  were  to  be  made, 
for  the  appropriation  of  those  surplusses  or 
excesses,  m  pursuance  of  that  agreement 
which  the  government  had  made  with  the 
Bank  and  South  Sea  companies.  When 
these  two  acts  were  drawn  up,  it  was  not 
determined  whether  that  appropriation  was 
to  be  made  by  one  or  more  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, or  whether  it  was  to  be  made  by  a 
particular  act  for  that  purpose,  or  by  a 
clause  in  some  other  act ;  but  it  is  plain, 
the  parliament  then  thought  it  mignt  be 
done  by  one  act,  otherwise  it  could  not 
have  been  said,  ^  according  to  act  or  acts 
of  parliament ;'  for  if  that  appropriation 
haa  not  been  designed  to  have  been  made 
by  parliament,  but  yearly,  as  the  surplusses 
or  excesses  arose,  it  must  necessarily  have 
required  the  passing  of  many  acts  of  par- 
liament for  that  purpose;  and  in  such  case 
the  words  in  this  clause  must  have  been, 
*  According  to  acts  of  parliament  in  that 

behair It  would  have  been  ridicvdous 

to  have  said  Act  or  Acts  in  relation  to  a 
thing  which  could  not  possibly  be  executed 
by  one  act :  but  the  truth  is,  it  was  at  that 
time  resolved,  to  appropriate  all  those  sur- 
plusses or  excesses  that  should  arise  by  all 
or  either  of  these  three  acts,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  contracted  before  that  ^ear ; 
and  it  was  resolved,  that  this  appropriation 
should  be  made  by  some  act  or  acts  to  be 
passed  in  that  very  session  of  parliament ; 
but  that  it  should  be  lefl  to  future  parliaments 
to  apply  the  surplusses  so  appropriated,  to 
the  payment  ot  such  of  those  debts  con- 
tracted before  the  year  1716,as  they  should 
think  proper :  this  was  the  only  power  that 
was  to  be  left  to  future  parliaments ;  and 
on  account  of  this  power  only,  the  words 
«  From  time  to  time*  are  inserted  in  the 
disposing  clause  of  the  South  Sea  Act. 

As  the  preamble  of  the  general  Fund- 
Act  relates  only  to  the  creditors,  whose 
interest  was  by  that  act  to  be  reduced  ; 
therefore  no  notice  could  be  taken  in  the 
preamble  of  that  act,  of  the  appropria- 
tion intended,  because  that  appropriation 
was  to  be  general,  and  to  comprehend  all 
the  surplusses,  arising  by  that,  and  the 
other  two  acts,  passed  in  the  same  session 
of  parliament ;  and  from  hence,  the  noble 
lord  may  find  a  very  good  reason,  why 
no  such  words,  as  he  was  pleased  to 
mention,  could  be  inserted  in  that  act : 
but,  my  Lords,  before  tliis  act  was  passed, 


it  was  determined,  that  the  surplusses  to 
arise  by  those  three  acts,  might  be  properly 
and  sufficiently  enough  appropriated  to 
the  uses  intended,  by  the  agreement  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  bank  and 
the  South  Sea  Companies,  by  a  general 
clause  in  this  last  act ;  and  therefore,  im- 
mediately after  such  a  disposing  clause  a« 
is  in  eacn  of  the  other  two,  there  is  inserted 
in  this  act  a  general  disposing  clause,  in 
such  express  and  peremptory  terms,  that 
I  must  beg  leave  to  read  Uie  whole  to  your 
lordships.    The  clause  is  in  these  words. 

*  All  the  nionies  to  arise  from  time  to  time, 

*  as  well  of  the  excess  or  surplus,  by  virtue 
^  of  an  act  made  this  session,  for  redeem- 

*  ing  the  funds  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
^  and  of  the  excess  or  surplus,  by  virtue 

*  of  an  act  made  Ukewise  this  session,  for 

<  redeeming  the  funds  of  the  South  Sea 

*  Company,  as  also  of  the  excess  or  sup- 

*  plus  of  the  duties  and  revenues  by  this 

*  act  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  and  the  over- 

*  plus  monies  of  the  said  general  yearly 
^  fund,  by  this  act  established,  shall  be  ap- 
^  propriated  to  the  discharging  tlie  princi- 

*  pal  and  interest  of  such  national  debts,  as 

*  were  incurred  before  the  25th  of  Decem- 
**ber  1716,  and  are  declared  to  be  national 

*  debts,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parlia- 

*  ment,  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  direct* 

*  ed  by  any  future  act,  and  to  or  for  no 

*  other  use  whatsoever.'  This  clause,  my 
Lords,  is  so  expUcit,  and  so  express  and 
particular,  with  respect  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  surplusses  arising  from  tnese 
three  acts,  that  I  am  really  prodigiously 
astonished,  to  hear  it  said  in  a  serious  de- 
bate in  this  House,  that  the  proprietors  of 
the  debts  here  menticmed,  have  not,  by  this 
act,  as  full  a  right  in  these  surplusses,  as 
can  possibly  be  given  them  by  act  of  par- 
liament. To  pretlend,  that  this  clause  was 
designed  only  as  a  direction  to  the  com- 
missioners and  officers  of  the  treasury, 
is  really  most  extraordinary.  Does  not 
every  one  of  your  lordships  see,  must  not 
every  man  see,  that  the  words  must  then 
have  run  thus,  *  shall  be  applied  in  such 

*  manner,  as  shall  be  directed  by  any  future 

*  act,  and  to  or  for  no  other  purpose  what- 

*  soever?*  Is  it  not  evident,  that,  if  no  im- 
mediate appropriation  had  been  intended^ 
these  worus  *  appropriating  to   the  dis- 

*  charging  the  principal  and  interest  of 

<  such  national  debts,  as  were  incurred  be- 

<  fore  the  25th  of  December  1716,  and 
^  are  declared  to  be  national  debts,  and 

*  not  provided  for  by  parliament,'  must 
necessarily  have  been  left  out  ? 
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From  what  I  have  iakl^  my  Lords,  it 
must,  I  think,  d«mon8trdl)l3r  appear  to  your 
lordships,  that  wherever  the  project  for  es- 
tablishing the  sinking  fund,  by  reducing 
the  interest  payable  to  the  creditors  of  the 
public,  took  its  rise,  it  was  impossible  for 
the  government  to  execute  this  project, 
without  the  assistance,  as  well  as  the 
agreement  of  the  Bank  and  South  Sea 
Companies  :  that,  besides  the  public  ad- 
vantage, which  might  perhaps  be  some  in- 
ducement to  them,  they  had  likewise  their 
own  private  advantage;  because  they 
therelfy  rendered  the  pa3rment  of  their 
|irincipal  secure,  which  would  have  other- 
wise been  extremely  precarious  :  that  as 
they  had  an  inducement  from  their  own 
private  advantage,  we  must  from  the  nature 
of  things  presume,  that  they  made  the  se- 
curing them  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  pri- 
rate  advantage,  an  express  condition  in 
their  agreement,  as  well  as  in  their  promise 
to  assist  the  government  in  the  execution 
df  the  projejct ;  and  this  clause  which  I 
have  read  to  you,  we  must  therefore  look 
upon,  as  a  clause  expressly  stipulated  by 
these  two  companies,  and  which  they  then 
looked  on,  as  an  absolute  security  for  the 
enjoyment  of  that  private  advantage  they 
had  m  view :  we  must  &r  this  reason  con- 
fess, that  these  two  companies  have  a  right 
in  Uie  sinking-fund,  not  only  from  their 
previous  contract,  but  from  the  very  words 
of  this  clause :  and  if  the  other  redeema- 
bles  had  taken  or  called  for  their  money, 
these  two  companies  must  have  paid  the 
whole,  consequently,  their  right  in  the 
sinking-fund  would  then  have  extended  to 
the  fuB  value  of  all  the  redeemables,  whose 
interest  was  then  reduced.  Must  we  not 
then  in  equity  conclude,  that  those  redeem- 
ables, who  did  not  call  for  their  money, 
but  accepted  of  an  interest  of  5  per  cent* 
come  in  place  of  the  two  companies,  and 
have  a  right  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their 
contract  ?  This,  my  Lords,  I  wonder  to 
hear  in  the  least  controverted  in  this 
House,  where  so  great  a  regard  has  al- 
ways been  shewn  to  equity,  and  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  the  intenticm  of  par- 
ties at  the  time  of  contracting. 

As  for  the  transaction  between  the  go- 
remment  and  the  South  Sea  company,  in 
the  years  1719  and  20,  from  the  whole 
tenour  of  that  transaction,  it  appears,  that 
the  company  as  well  as  the  government, 
supposea  all  along,  that  the  sinking^nd, 
andencrease  thereof,  should  remain  ap- 
propriated to  the  paying  off  the  public 
debts,  contracted  before  the  year  1716, 
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and  to  that  use  only ;  for  could  eidier  the 
company  or  the  government  stmpoie,  that 
any  one  of  the  proprietors  of  ttie  redeMtt 
ables  would  have  subscribed  his  debt  into 
the  South  Sea  company,  if  he  had  been 
thereby  to  give  up  the  right  he  diea  bAd 
for  being  paid  his  principal  out  <^the  Smk« 
ing-Fund?  Or  could  either  of  them 
suppose,  that  the  annuitants  would  have 
subscribed  their  annuities  at  any  price 
into  tlie  South  Sea  company,  if  tliey  had 
thought,  that  they  were  thereby  to  accept 
of  a  much  smaller  annuity,  without  any 
security  for  their  principal ;  and  indeed 
without  any  tolerable  certainty  for  tkir 
annuities  beine  continued,  so  Ions  as  they 
were  then  by  hw  payable  I  Suoi  supper* 
sitions,  either  in  the  company  or  in  the 
government,  would  have  been  ridiculous; 
and  that  neither  of  ^em  made  any  lucb, 
appears  almost  from  every  clause  in  theact. 
I«rom  the  whole  tenour  of  the  act,  it  ^ 
pears,  that  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
both  parties  was,  that  the  sinking-fund  and 
the  encrease  thereof,  should  remaia  vo* 
propriated  to  th^  payment  of  thepubuc 
debts,  contracted  before  the  year  1716, 
and  that  it  should  never  be  applied  to  any 
other  use ;  and  upon  this  assurance  it  car' 
tainly  was,  that  Uie  redeemables,  as  well 
as  the  irredeemables,  subscribed  so  readily 
into  ^e  South  Sea  fund.  This  was  ce^ 
tainly  the  design  and  the  intention  of  all 
the  contracting  parties,  both  in  the  year 
1716  and  in  the  year  1720;  and  now  to 
pretend,  that  there  w^  no  such  contract, 
tliat  the  creditors  have  no  cjght  in  the 
sinking-fund,  merely  befcause  this  contract 
is  not  recited  in  the  preambles  of  these 
acts,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  a 
conveyancer  would  perhaps  have  recited  it 
in  a  deed  between  private  parties,  is  a  me- 
thod of  reasoning  I  am  sure  not  to  be 
used  in  this  House. 

It  is  true,  my  Lords,  after  a  certain  pro- 
vision was  madfe,  not  only  for  paying  the 
yearly  interest  to  the  public  creditors, 
but  likewise  for  paying  off  their  principal, 
in  a  small  number  of  years ;  in  a  term  that 
was  within  every  man's  view,  and  in  sudi 
a  short  term,  that  it  was  not  probable  this 
country  woidd,  in  that  time,  meet  with  any 
such  disaster,  as  mi^ht  interrupt  the  pay- 
ment either  of  principal  or  interest,  it  then 
began  to  be  an  advantage  to  be  among 
those  creditors,  who  were  the  last  to  be 
paid  off;  and  the  South  Sea  Company,  by 
a  clause  in  this  last  act,  wisely  put  them- 
selves among  the  last  who  were  to  be 
discharged.     But  if  the  doctrine  rM 
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broached  should  prevail,  if  two  or  three 
more  misapplications,  such  as  that  nOw 
before  us,  should  be  made^  this  would 
soon  cease  to  be  an  advants^e ;  the  only 
contest  would  be,  who  should  be  first  paid 
off,  because  every  man  would  begin  to  be 
afraid,  that  an  entire  stop  T^ould  be  put  to 
the  annuity,  as  well  as  the  payment  of  the 
principal,  before  the  last  creditors  could  be 
paid  oS, 

That  the  landed-interest  ought  not  to  be 
loaded  with  any  unnecessary  charge,  is 
what  every  man  will  acknowledge;  but 
our  pr^nt  land-holders  are  all,  I  hope, 
gentlemen  of  better  sense,  than  to  desire 
that  their  posterity  should  be  ruined,  for 
the  sake  of  giving  them  a  small  present 
relief;  and  I  am  persuaded  there  is  not  a 
land-holder  in  England  would  eitlier  mur- 
mur or  complain  at  his  being  loaded  with 
four  shillings  in  the  pound,  if  he  saw  that 
It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  his  king  and  country,  jBut 
this,  my  Lords,  is  the  difference,  and  the 
true  cause  of  this  new  doctrine,  when  any 
additional  or  new  tax  is  imposed,  the  peo- 
ple feel  tlie  weight  of  the  annual  public 
expence ;  this  puts  them  upon  enquiring 
into  the  necessity  for  that  expence,  and 
when  they  can  see  no  necessity  for  it,  they 
not  only  murmur,  ll>ut  those  murmurings 
become  dangerous  to  the  ministers,  who 
subject  the  nation  to  such  an  imnecesaanr 
expence;  whereas  no  man  feels  what  u 
taken  from  the  sinking-fund,  therefore  no 
man  enquires  into  the  necessity  of  that  ex- 
pence,  which  occasions  its  being  plun- 
dered ;  and  for  this  reason,  it  will  always 
be  looked  on  by  ministers,  as  a  fund  which 
they  may  squander  with  safety ;  l)ut  this 
may,  ana  will  probably  at  last,  fall  heavy 
upon  some  prince  of  his  majesty's  family : 
at  the  same  time  that  he  sees  almost  all 
the  revenues  in  the  nation  mortgaged  for 
old  debts,  he  may  find  himself  engaged  in 
war,  as  expensive  as  was  that  war  which 
occasioned  those  debts ;  and  this  is  so 
melancholy  a  prospect,  that  the  mere  pos- 
sibility of  Its  existmg  must  give  the  most 
affectmg  sorrow  to  every  man,  who  has  the 
security  and  honour  of  the  present  royal 
family  truly  at  heart. 

Tbat  the  greatest  part  of  our  pre- 
sent sinking  fund,  is  owing  to  the  yearly 
produce  of  our  taxes  being  much  greater 
BOW  than  it  was  in  time  of  war,  is,  my 
Lords,  what  cannot  be  controverted,  and 
tliat  tlie  increase  is  owhig  to  the  peace  we 
enjoy,  is  what  can  as  little,  I  think,  be  con- 
troverted ;  for  grantmg  tliat  the  inqreose 


of  the  yearly  produce  of  our  taxes,  is 
owing  to  thejbcrease  of  our  people,  to  the 
increase  of  our  luxury,  and  to  the  good 
management  and  exactness  in  collecting  ^ 
our  taxes,  yet  as  these  three  depend  upon 
the  peace  we  now  enjoy,  therefore  it  must 
be  granted^  that  the  mcrease  of  the  yearly 
produce  of  our  taxes  depends  also  upon 
that  peace.  If  we  were  engaged  in  a  fo- 
reign war,  we  should  be  oblijged  to  send 
a  great  army  abroad,  supposmg  we  sent 
only  20,000  men,  we  must  allow  that  an 
army  of  20,000  efective  men  would  carry 
at  least  30,000  of  our  people  out  of  dis 
kingdom ;  and  considering  tne  many  taxe$ 
our  people  pay  at  present,  we  may 
reckon  that  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
kingdom,  one  with  another,  pays  at  least 
a  penny  a  day  towards  the  public  ex* 
pence ;  so  that  if  by  the  war  30,000  of 
our  people  should  be  carried  out  of  the 
kingdom,  by  that  one  article,^ere  would 
be  a  certain  decrease  in  the  produce  of 
our  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  near  46,000^ 
yearly ;  to  which  must  be  added  the  de- 
crease that  would  be  occasioned  by  our 
sending  out  ffreat  fleets  yearly;  for  though 
our  ships  of  war,  be  generally  furnished 
with  the  necessary  provisions  at  home,  jet 
none  6f  the'  seamen  on  board  consume  so 
much  of  the  provisions  of  theur  own  coun* 
try,  or  contribute  so  much  to  the  taxes*  as 
they  would  do  if  they  were  living  at  home. 
With  respect  to  our  luxury,  it  is  a  maxim 
which  always  holds  true,  that  people  are 
never  so  luxurious  in  time  of  war,  as  they 
are  in  time  of  peace ;  and  as  the  luxury  of 
our  people  would  decrease,  we  must 
therefore  expect  that  the  produce  of 
taxes  would  decrease*  But,  my  Lordsy 
the  greatest  decrease  of  aU,  would  be  oc« 
casioned  by  its  being  impossible  to  collect 
our  customs  so  regulany,  or  to  prevent 
smuggling  in  time  of  war,  so  much  as  we 
do  in  time  of  peace.  We  should  have  our 
eoasts  full  of  privateers,  and  those  priva- 
teers would  not  only  make  it  impossibls 
for  our  custom-house  sloops,  to  guJEord  our 
coasts  against  smugglers,  but  would  often 
become  smugglers  memselves ;  and  when 
a  great  profit  is  to  be  got,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  prevent  our  people's  dealing 
with  them.  These  considerations  must 
shew  to  your  Lordships,  that  our  Sinkings- 
Fund  would  be  but  a  very  uncertain 
foundation,  for  supporting^  a  heavy  and  ex- 
pensive war. 

With  respect  to  our  power  of  altering, 
amending  or  repealing  any  law,  it  is  not 
at  present,  my  Lords,  the  question  before 
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us ;  but  this  House  has  alwa3rs  been  ex- 
tremeljr  cautious  of  doing  so,  when  such 
alteration,  amendment  or  repeal,  might 
probably  hurt  the  property  of  private  men; 
and  the  Bill  now  before  us,  must  certainly 
be  looked  on,  as  a  repeal  of  all  those  laws, 
by  which  the  Sinking-Fund  ha«  been  ap- 
propriated, to  the  paying  off  the  debts  con- 
tracted before  1716 ;  and  though  that  re- 
peal may  not  immediately  much  injure  the 
property  of  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
yet  it  is  laying  a  precedent,  by  which  their 

Eroperty  may  at  last  be  entirely  annihi- 
ited;  K>r  the  necessities  of  state  may  at 
last  be  made  an  argument  for  seizing,  not 
only  upon  that  fund,  which  ought  to  be 
applied  to  paying  their  principal,  but  upon 
those  funds  which  ought  to  be  appliea  to 
the  payment  of  their  annuities;  anff  if  ever 
that  happens,  they  will  not  only  feel, 
but  will  complain  loudly  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us.  The  Sinking-Fund  is  as 
strongly  and  as  firmly  established  for  the 
payment  of  their  pnncipal,  as  the  other 
funds  are  for  the  payment  of  their  annui- 
ties. In  both  cases',  I  can  look  upon  the 
parliament,  only  as  the  trustees  of  the 
people,  and  as  such  I  must  indeed  doubt, 
whether  we  have  a  power  to  do  what  is 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  Let  me  suppose, 
my  Lords,  a  gentleman,  who  has  a  mort- 
gage upon  his  estate,  has  settled  3,000/.  a 
year  rent-charge  out  of  his  estates  in 
trustees,  2,000^  whereof  to  be  applied  by 
them  yearly,  towards  paying  the  mterest, 
and  1,000/.  to  be  applied  yearly  towards 
aying  off  so  much  of^the  principal  money 
lue  upon  the  mortgage ;  suppose  this  gen- 
tleman should  afterwards  grow  a  little  ex- 
travagant, that  he  should  apply  to  bis 
trustees,  and  tell  them  he  haa  occasion 
for  that  1,000/.  a  year  for  the  necessary 
uses  of  his  family,  and  that  as  the  mort- 
gagee did  not  want  his  money,  they  might 
let  alone  paying  off  any  part  of  the  princi- 
pal for  that  year,  in  order  to  supply  those 
necessities  which  his  extravagance  had 
brought  upon  him.  Now,  my  Lords,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know,  whether  the  trus- 
tees could  comply  with  such  a  request,  or  if 
they  did,  whetner  the  heirs  of  that  gentle- 
man would  be  bound,  by  a  court  of  equity, 
to  approve  of  what  the  trustees  had  done ; 
I  am  apt  to  believe  they  would  not ;  how- 
ever, as  I  am  no  lawyer,  I  shall  not  be  po- 
litive,  but  would  be  glad  the  noble  Lord 
upon  the  woolsack  would  give  the  House 
his  opinion  upon  the  case. 

The  objection,  that  if  the  public  credi- 
tors had  a  right  in  the  Sinking  Fund,  it 
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could  nctt  be  apphed  towards  reducing  any 
of  those  taxes,  which  are  most  erievous 
upon  the  poor,  is  an  objection  Uiat  has 
aLready  been  made,  and  then  received  a 
full  answer,  but  as  it  is  now  again  repeated, 
allow  me,  my  Lords,  to  repeat  the  an- 
swer. The  public  creditors  have  a  right 
to  have  the  Sinking  Fund  applied  yearly 
to  the  discliarge  of  some  of  those  debts 
which  were  contracted  before  the  year 
1716 ;  but  the  parliament  may  apply  it  to 
the  payment  of  which  of  those  debts  it 
pleases.  As  our  taxes  are  all  mortoaged, 
for  the  payment  of  some  one  or  omer  cit 
those  debts,  no  tax  can  be  reduced,  till  the 
debt  for  which  it  is  mortgaged  be  paid  off; 
the  meaning  of  that  motion  thererore  was, 
that  the  parliament  should  apply  the 
Sinking  Fund,  to  the  payment  of  those 
debts,  for  which  our  most  grievous  taxes 
are  mortgaged,  in  order  that  the  tax 
might  then  be  reduced ;  so  that  in  that 
motion,  there  was  notliin^,  my  Lords,  in 
the  least  inconsistent  with  that  right, 
which  the  public  creditors  have  in  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  which  right  is,  in  my  opi« 
nion,  as  eood  a  richt,  as  the  right  they 
have  in  those  funds,  which  are  wpro- 
priated  for  the  payment  of  their  annuities ; 
and  therefore  I  cannot  but  give  my  n^a- 
tive  to  the  Bill  now  before  us. 

The  Question  for  passing  the  Bill  being 
at  last  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, without  a  division.  The  Speakers 
in  this  debate  were,  against  the  BiU,  the 
lord  Carteret,  the  lord  Bathurst,  and  the 
eari  of  Aylesford.  For  the  Bill,  the  lord 
Hervey,  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and  the 
earl  of  Bay. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  the  Ploy 
House  BiU*.2  March  5.  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 

*  «  The  natioiial  industry  at  this  time  suf- 
fered extremely,  through  the  ffreat  increase  of 
jPlay  bouses  and  tlieatrical  exhibitions.  It  is 
incredible,  with  what  ardour  they  were  fre- 
quented by  the  young  people  and  others, 
whose  circumstances  were  not  suited  to  such 
pleasures.  The  city  of  London  particularly 
fe\l  this  incoDveniency ;  for,  a  playhouse  had 
been  opened  in  Goodmans-fields,  by  the  sub- 
scriptions of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  expenoe  of 
2,d00/«  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Henrj 
6iFard,  who  had  dirided  the  property  of  th« 
same  into  twenty- three  shares,  as  a  security 
f<ir  paying  to  each  of  the  sharers  one  shilliiig 
and  sixpence  for  every  acting  day,  besides  the 
liberty  of  seeing  the  play  gratis.  Anodier 
gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Potter,  had  bought 
the  lease  of  the  KingV  Head  inn,  in  the  Hay* 
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restrain  the  number  and  tcandalous  abuses 
of  the  Play-Houses,  and  particularly  re- 
presented the  mischief  done  by  them  iii 
'  the  city  of  London,  by  corrupting  of  youth, 
encouraging  vice  and  debauchery,  and 
greatly  prejudicing  industry  and  trade; 
4md  how  much  these  evils  would  be  en- 
creased  if  another  Play-House  should  be 
built,  as  projected,  in  St.  Martins  le  Grand.f 
At  this  motion  many  in  the  House  seemed 

market,  which  he  fitted  up  iuto  a  playhouse, 
at  a  considerable  ezpence ;  aud  there  scarcely 
was  a  city  in  the  kingdom,  free  of  buch  nui- 
sances. Sir  John  Barnard,  therefore,  this 
session,  after  laying  before  the  House  the 
dreadful  tendency  ^of  siR;h  a  multiplicity  of 
theatrical  exhibitions,  mo?ed  for  a  bill,  to 
restrain  the  number  of  houses  for  playing  of 
interludes,  and  for  the  better  regulating  com* 
mon  players  of  interludes.  This  bill  was  not 
only  wise  and  necessary  itself,  but  was  fa- 
voured by  the  ministry.  Notwithstanding  this, 
it  met  with  great  opposition,  and  was  some- 
limes  in  danger  of  being  lost.  But  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  magistrates  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  with  those  of  other  ^^i  towns  all 
over  the  nation,  presenting  petitions  in  its  fa- 
vour, it  made  its  progress,  though  slowly, 
Ibrouffh  the  House,  till  it  came  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 
But,  this  being  objected  to  upon  a  division,  of 
90  against  74,  it  was  put  on  for-  a  fortnight, 
and  consequently  dropt  for  that  session/' 
Tindal. 

f  In  consequence  of  the  report  of  this  pro- 
jected new  theatre,  the  following  Letter  ap- 
peared in  Hooker's  Weekly  Miscellany  of  the 
8th  of  March. 

^  A   LBTTEa  humbly  offered   to   the   trading 
Citizent  of  London* 

**  By  seferal  Advertisements  lately  pub- 
lished in  the  Daily  Post,  I  find  there  is  9  new 
Play-house  on  foot,  and  (as  the  Advertisement 
aays)  very  near  the  heart  of  our  dty.  It  is 
not  my  dengn  here  to  enter  into  a  dispute  of 
the  legality  or  ofiensiveness  of  the  business  in 
^neral,  but  only  how  far  a  house  so  nearly 
situated  may  alfect  us :  with  gentlemen  of 
estates,  whose  time  may  hang  heavy  on  their 
hands,  and  whose  pleasure  is  their  business,  it 
may  do  very  well ;  but  with  us,  whose  trade 
is  ine  support  of -this  opulent  city,  it  must  be 
very  detnmental,  by  too  much  taking  off  the 
thoughts  of  our  youth  from   business,   and. 

euiting  in  their  green  minds  luxury  and  de- 
uchery. 

**  I  believe  to  those  who  thoroughly  con- 
ceive the  moral  of  a  play,  it  rather  conduces  to  ' 
virtue  than  vice ;  but  not  one  in  100  of  our 
youtii  profit  more  by  it,  than  falling  in  with 
Dad  company,  viz.  orange  women,  and  such 
Hke  prostitute  of  the  town,  that  swarm  in 
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to  smile ;  but  sir  John  being  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Ac  and  at 
length  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  at 
first  it  seemed  to  be  received  with  a  sort 
of  disdain,  the  case  was  at  length  altered^ 
and  it  was  spoke  for  both  by  young  and 
old.  Mr.  James  Erskine  reckoned  up  the 
number  of  Play-Houses,  viz.  The  Opera- 
House,the  French  Flay-House  in  the  Hay- 
Market,  the  Covent  Garden,  Dmry-Lane, 


those  places,  who  first  tempt  them  to  break 
their  masters  hours,  the  consequence  of  which 
is,  absentio}^  themselves  the  whole  night :  this 
runs  them  into  extravagant  expences,  which 
by  degrees  are  so  heightened,  that  at  last  tliey 
stop  at  nothing  to  support  them. 

'*  I  expect  whole  shoals  of  clamorous  ap- 
swers  from  this  erobryo-theatie,  who  perhaj;^ 
may  object,  while  the  other  Play-houses  are 
sublsisting,  our  youth  will  as  frequently  be 
there ;  but  thai  1  deny,  the  diversion  being  soi.- 
distant,  they  will  naturally  determine  to  paf» 
their  wet  winter  evenings  at  some  coffee-house^ 
&c.  where  they  usually  resort;  but  when 
the  temptation  is  so  near,  their  going  will  be- 
come so  habitual,  they  will  lose  even  the  power 
to  leave  it. 

**  These  certainly  were  your  dentiments, 
when  you  petitioned  his  Majesty  a^inst  Good- 
man's Fields  Play-house:  and  hisMajesty'tf 
goodness  readily  complied  with  your  request, 
and  ordered  the  Said  housa  should  be  silenced : 
but  in  defiance  to  that  order  they  played, 
and  still  continue  to  do  so.  Whether  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  royal  prerogative  to  si- 
lence it,  hath  of  late  been  much  disputed. 
Witness  the  Hay -Market  afiair. 

**  I  cannot  conceive  where  this  bouse  should 
be,  unless  in  St.  Martin's  le  Grand,  which  is 
in  the  liberty  of  Westminster,  and  indeed  very 
near  the  heart  of  our  city.  But  if  they  have 
power  to  erect  a  Pla^ -house  by  renting  10/. 

fer  ann.  paying  scot  and  lot,  (which,  as 
am  informed,  was  the  footing  the  Hay- 
market  people  stood  on  last  year)  they  may  by 
the  same  rule  build  one  in  every  street  in  our 
city. 

'*  The  number  of  Play-houses  among  us  in 
queen  Eliagabeth's  time,  doubtless,  was  the  oc« 
casion  of  that  act  of  parliament  in  her  reign 
against  them,  and  accordingly  they  were 
reduced. 

i^  This  pretence  of  renting  10/.  per  ann.  &c. 
I  look  upon  no  more  than  an  evasion,  or  a  hole 
to  creep  out  of  the  aforesaid  act,  and  that 
made  in  the  12th  of  queen  Anne  against  stage 
players,  &c. 

*'*  I  am  afraid  the  law  is  deficient  in  this 
case,  and  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  re- 
move this,  or  any  such-like  nuisance  that  may  ^ 
arise  among  us :  nuisances  I  must  call  them, 
when  they  are  so  situated  as  to  interrupt  and 
interfere  with  our  trade.  1'  am  myself  a 
person    in  large  dealings,   and  have   great 
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Lincoln's-Inn  fields,  and  Goodman's-fieldt 
theatres ;  then  said.  It  is  no  less  surprizing 
than  shameful,  to  see  so  great  a  change 
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quantities  of  goods  unloaded  at  luy  door: 
now  if  this  or  any  other  play -bouse  should  be 
near  roe,  the  crowd  of  coaches  geoerally  re- 
sortiog  to  such  |>laces,  may  preveut  a  carman *s 
dririnvf  up  to  my  house,  who  may  be  told  by 
some  piqftailed  powdereil  fallow  behind  a  coach, 
(littMs  interior  to  the  idle  fop  within  it)  ^  That 

*  the  play  is  ^ing  to  becrin.'  *  You  cannot  come 

*  by.'    *  You  should  have  come  sooner  with 

*  your  dirty  -slovenly  cart.*  (This  is  not  an  im- 
probable C4)njecture) ;  so  my  business  mitst  be 
at  a  stand.  Beisidet  the  innumerable  riots  and 
disorders  a  house  of  this  nature  will  create  with 
lis,  by  breaking  in  upon  the  peaceful  hours  of 
our  watch,  by  a  train  of  midnight  rakes  and 
bullies,  we  shall  have  a  herd  of  link-feHows 
birkincr  about  the  house  till  play  is  over,  and 
then  perhaps  break  into  our  shops  and  ware- 
houses. If  any  of  these  fellows  should  be  met 
by  our  watch,  will  they  not  hare  a  very  good 
excuse,  that  they  have  been  attending  the  play- 
house ?  1  conclude,  lamenting  that  such  nui- 
sances have  power  to  set  up  among  us,  and 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  our  magistrates, 
nor  his  Majesty,  to  prerent  them. 

March  3,  1734.  Tradelove.'* 

<<  The  above  Letter,"  says  Mr.  Hooker, «  af- 
pears  to  be  written  with  a  very  good  intention* 
and  contains  s«»me  useful  hints  on  a  design, 
diat,  if  it  be  sufibred  to  proceed,  may  be  of 
Tery  pernicious  consequence  to  the  morals  of 
our  city  youth,  and  to  the  tranquillity  and  weU 
ftre  of  this  great  metropolis,  at  this  time 
one  of  the  best  governed  cities  in  the  world. 
We  know  not  to  what  a  height  these  enor- 
mities may  soon  arrive,  and  whether  the 
players  will  lon^  think  themselves  under  a 
necessity  to  refrain  acting  on  the  Lord's- day  ; 
nnce  we  see  already,  the  wretched  harleqninry, 
and  insipid  buffoonerir  of  the  French  players 
continued  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  weekly 
in  this  holy  season ;  w^ab  till  now  the  most 
)N«flig»te  strollers  and  vagabonds  had  the 
decency  to  bold  exempted  from  tbeir  lewd  re- 
presentations. I  rememW  well,  that  the  in- 
lamous  practice  of  masquerading  was  intro- 
dneed  into  this  kingdom  by  a  certain  French 
ambassador  in  a  former  reign :  and  these  in- 
feraous  strollers  of  tbe  same  nation  seem  to  be 
come  hither  to  complete  the  mischief.  But  it 
is  fD  be  hoped  that  those  to  whom  tlie  care  of 
religion  principally  belongs,  will  apply  in  a  pro- 
per place,  and  in  a  mostefiiectual  manner,  upon 
this  subject.  Since  writing  of  tbe  above,  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  we  observe,  that  this  sub- 
ject is  fallen  under  tbe  cognizsnce  of  one  part 
of  tbe  legislative  authority  ;  and  it  is  the  hope 
of  all  good  men,  that  a  proper  regulation  of 
the  enormities  so  justly  complained  of,  and  still 
fiirther  apprdiended,  m>ra  this  increasing  evil, 
will  be  the  happy  .resok  of  so  aeasonaUe  an 
aaimadfecMon.'' 


for  the  worse  in  the  temper  aact  indiaa- 
tions  of  the  British  nation ;  which,  thoo^ 
chearlul  and  &cetioui  formeriy,  yet  was 
sedate  and  solid ;  but  now  so  extravagantly 
addicted  to  lewd  and  idle  diTcrsions,  tkix 
the  number  of  Play-Houaes  in  London  was 
double  to  that  at  Paris ;  so  that  now  we 
exceed  in  lerity  our  fluttering,  fiddling 
masters  the  French,  from  whom  we  had 
learned  these  and  many  other  impertinent 
cies,  as  much  unsuitable  to  the  men  and 
manner  ef  an  English  or  Scotchman,  as 
they  were  agreeable  to  the  air  and  li^t- 
ness  of  a  monsieur.     It  is  astonishmg, 
added  he,  to  all  Europe,  that  Italian  eu- 
nuchs and  signoraa  should  have  set  salaries 
equal  to  those  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasuiy 
and  Judgea  of  England,  beaides  the  vait 
gains  which  theee  animals  make  by  pre* 
sents,  by  benefit  nights,  and  by  performing 
in  private  Houses ;  so  that  Uiey  carry  away 
with  them  sums  sufficient  to  purchase  es- 
tates in  their  own  country,  where  their 
wisdom  for  it  is  as  much  esteemed,  as  our 
vanity  and  foolish  extravagance  laug^ 
at  and  despised. 

The  necessity  of  some  such  Bill  being 
at  length  made  evident  to  the  sadsfitcdeD 
of  the  House,  it  was  ordered,  nem.  con. 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  or 
Bills  for  tile  restraining  the  number  of 
Houses  for  playing  of  Interludes,  and  for 
the  better  regulating  common  layers  of 
Interludes;  anc^that  sir  John  Barnard, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls^  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  sir  Tliomas  Sanderson, 
Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  Pultenev,5tr  Edw.  Stan- 
ley, Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Erskuie,  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  and 
the  lord  Gage,  do  prepare  and  bring  m  the 
same." 

April  3.  The  said  BiU  being  proocntsd 
by  sir  John  Barnard,  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading ;  but  after 
several  Petitions  against  it,  mA  bemg  ^ 
vers  times  under  consideration  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,  it  war  dropt 
April  30,  on  account  of  a  clause  offer- 
ed to  be  inserted  therein,  without  which 
it  was  suggested  his  Majesty  would  not 
pass  it :  the  Clause  was  to  ratify  and  con- 
nrm  (if  not  enlarge)  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Migesty's  Hoos* 
hold  over  the  players ;  which  the  worthy 
gentlemen  who  promoted  the  BiD  mpre- 
bended  was  either  too  great  already,  or 
had  been  too  far  exercised,  in  the  case  of 
Polly,  an  Opera;  and  therefore  they 
thought  it  nK)re  advisable  to  wait  anothfir 
opportunity  to  get    a  Bill  af  tbia  hxd 
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passed,  ralher  Uian  to  estaUish  by  a  law  a 
power  in  a  aixigie  Mcer,  to  mudi  under 
tlie  direction  ci  ibe  crown,  wBidi  power 
mi^hc  be  exercised  in  an  arbitrary  manner, 
•and  conseouently  be  attended  witii  mis- 
chievous enects. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  to 
prevent  Bribery  and  Corruption  at  Elec- 
tiont.^  March  ?•  Mr.  Bramston  moyed, 
**  That  tho  clause  of  an  Act  made  in  the 
second  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign, 
intitled,  *  An  Act  for  the  more  ^flectaal 

*  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 

*  the  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
.  *  liament,'  which  relates  to  the  last  deter- 
mination in  the  House  of  Commons,  con- 
cerning votes  for  manbers  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  any  county,  city,  borough, 
cinque-port,  or  place  ;  with  the  clause  re^ 
lating  to  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by  returning 
officers,  should  be  read ;''  and  thesame  hav- 
ing been  read  accordingly ; 

Mr.  Bramstonstood  up  again,  and  spoke 
AS  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  By  the  clause  of  the  act 
BOW  read  to  you,  it  appears,  that  the  last 
determination  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  regard  to  the  right  of  voting  at  any 
election,  is  declared  to  be^  final  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  whatsoever,  any  usage 
to  die  contrary  notwithstanding ;  so  that 
in  all  future  disputes  about  any  election 
for  the  same  place,  the  last  determination 
of  this  House  is  the  rule  by  which  the 
right  of  voting  is  to  be  determined,  and 
against  which  no  Moments,  nor  any  proof 
can  be  admitted:  Iliis  I  take  to  be  now 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  consequently  is 
binding  as  well  upon  this  House,  as  upon 
every  gentleman  who  has  been  since  that 
act,  or  may  hereafter  be  concerned  in  any 
election. — At  all  times.  Sir,  and  particu- 
larly in  such  a  dangerous  conjuncture  as 
the  present,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to 
establish  among  the  people  a  good  opinion 
of  the  impartiality,  integrity,  and  justice  of 
this  House  in  all  our  proceedings.  With 
respect  to  state  afiairs,  especialfy  such  as 
relate  to  foreign  transactions,  the  facts  are 
not  publicly  known,  nor  can  the  motives 
or  arguments  for  or  agamst  any  question 
relating  to  them  be  understood  by  the 
vulgar;  and  therefore  in  such  questions  it 
is  not  easy  for  the  people  in  general  to 
comprehend  the  debates;  nor  would  it  be 
possible  for  them  to  discover  the  injustice 
or  the  partiality  of  our  proceedings,  were 
it  possible  for  this  House  to  be  guilty  of 


any  such.  But  in  all  our  proceedings  re- 
lating to  elections,  the  people  in  general, 
or  at  least  those  whohve  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  place  where  any  dispute  hap* 
pens  about  an  election,  know  every  cir: 
cumstance,  and  are  as  capable  of  judging 
of  the  motives  or  arguments  for  or  against 
most  of  the  questions  that  occurupon  such 
occasions,  as  any  member  of  this  House : 
And  when  the  people  observe  a  contra- 
diction in  our  determinations  relating  to 
such  affidrs ;  when  they  observe  the  right 
of  voting  atan  election  given  bv  this  House 
to  one  sort  of  people,  and  in  the  very  next 
session,  periiaps,  that  right  determined  by 
this  House  to  be  in  a  quite  different  sort 
of  people,  they  must  conclude,  that  the 
determmation  of  this  House  in  relation  to 
that  affiiirdid  not  proceed  fromjustice^md 
impartiality,  but  from  private  interest,  or 
from  party-seal.  This  is  the  conjdusion 
Uiey  must  necessarily  fonn  with  respect  to 
those  afiairs  they  know,  and  can  judge  of;  - 
and  the  misfortune  is,  that  they  fVom 
thence  naturally  conclude,  that  our  pro- 
ceedingsare  governed  by  the  same  motives 
in  those  affiurs  which  they  do  not  know, 
nor  can  judge  of. — To  prevent  an  effect  so 
dangerous  to  our  constitution  was,  I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  one  ofthe  chief  motives  for  in- 
serting the  clause  now  read  to  you  in  the 
act  of  parliament,  and  care  has  beentakea 
to  express  it  in  terms  so  strong  and  ex- 
plicit, that  it  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be 
evaded  by  any  artifice  or  subterfuge.  It 
is  now  the  law  of  the  land ;  a  law  so  rea- 
sonable, that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  altered 
or  repealed;  and  a  law  so  plain,  that  I  can 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  last  determi- 
nation of  the  House  of  Commons  will,  for 
the  future,  be,  in  all  such  cases,  a  rule 
from  which  we  cannot  depart.  However, 
Sir,  as  some  gentlemen  are  not  sufficiently 
apprised  of  thislaw,  or  may  entertain  hopes 
that  this  House  will  not,  in  their  future  de- 
terminations, strictly  adhere  to  it,  they 
may  therefore  put  themselves  to  great  ex- 
pence  in  bringing  up  witnesses,  and  may 
take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time  with  ar- 
guments to  shew,  that  the  right  of  voting 
at  any  election  now  disputed,  is  not  in  those 
people  only,  in  whom  it  was  declared  to  be 
by  the  last  determination  of  this  House: 
Tliis  will  be  putting  themselves  to  great 
expence,  ana  taking  up  the  time  of  this 
House  to  l^o  purpose,  since  the  last  de- 
termination of^  the  House  of  Commons  is 
now  by  law  established  as  a  rule,  from 
which  we  cannot  depart,  notwiubtanding 
the  clearest  proof  of  any  usage  to  the  con^ 
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trary. — As  we  ox^ht.  Sir,  to  prevent  ffen- 
tlemen  putting  thcniBelves  to  any  needJess 
expence,  as  we  ought  to  prevent  their  at- 
tempting to  take  up  the  time  of  this  House 
to  no  purpose,  therefore  1  think  this  law 
ought  to  be  some  way  revived,  not  onlv  to 
put  gentlemen  in  mind  of  it,  but  to  shew 
them  that  we  are  resolved  to  adhere  to  it 
in  the  strictest  manner;  and  as  the  only 
proper  way  for  us  to  revive  any  law,  is  by 
coming  to  some  new  resolution  in  relation 
to  it,  ^erefore  I  hope  the  House  will  W^e 
to  the  following  motion,  which  is,  **  That 
the  Counsel  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or 
before  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
elections,  be  restrained  from  ofiermg  evi- 
dence, touching  the  right  of  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any 
city,  borough  or  place,  contrary  to  the 
last  determination  m  the  House  of  Com- 
mon^ which  determination,  by  ^n  act 
passea  in  the  second  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  in  titled,  *  An  Act  for  the 

*  enectual  preventing  Bribery  and  Cor- 
^  fVrption  in  the  election  of  members  to 

*  serve  in  parliament,'  is  made  final  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  any  usage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  rmotion  bemg  secopded  by  Mr. 
tSandys,  and  supported  by  Mr.  waiter 
Plumer :  the  same  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  and 
sir  William  longe,  who  did  not  directly 
oppose  the  motion  itself,  but  proposed  the 
delaying  of  it  a  few  days,  as  lollows : 

Sir ;  I  must  own,  I  have  not  lately  con- 
sidered the*  clause  now  read  to  you,  and 
therefore  am  not  prepared  now  to  speak  to 
it :  But  upon  the  first  view,  I  take  the  vAo^ 
tion  to  be  of  the  utmost  conse(}uence, 
because  I  look  upon  it  as  a  restramt  de- 
signed to  be  put  upon  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  House  in  the  most  material  point,  that 
of  determining  all  questions  relating  to 
electing  the  members  of  our  own  House. 
I  really  never  imagined,  that  the  intention 
of  that  act,  or  of  any  clause  in  it,  was  to 
restrain  the  House  of  Commons,  with  re- 
spect to  their  determinations  in  matters  of 
election ;  for  in  all  such  determinations  1 
think  we  pught  not  to  be  under  any  limi- 
tation, nor  confined  by  any  rule ;  and  if 
there  had  been  any  such  intention,  1  be- 
lieve this  House  would  never  have  agreed 
to  the  Bill,  or  at  least  tbat^  clause  by  which 
any  such  restraint  was  intended  to  be  laid 
upon  this  House. 

It  is  for  this  reason.  Sir,  that  I  have 
always  miagined,  and  still  think,  that  the 
clause  now  read  to  you  relates  only  to 
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returning  officers,  and  was  detic&ed  as  a 
direction  to  them,  what  s«rt  of  persons 
th^  were  to  admit  to  vote  at  any  dection, 
wi^  respect  to  which  they  were  by  ^tm 
clause  obliged  to  t£^e  the  last  determi- 
nation of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  rule 
to  be  inviolably  observed  by  them  at  aU 
succeeding  elections.  This,  Sir,  I  must 
still  think,  is  all  that  was  designed  by  the 
clause ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  if  in  all  futive 
diqmted  elections,  we  were  to  take  the  last 
determination  of  this  House  as  an  infidlible 
rule  for  our  conduct,  a  very  gr^at  injury 
would  thereby  be  done  to  a  great  many 
cities  and  boroughs  in  Englimd ;  and  I 
cannot  imagine  that  it  was  ever  the  origr- 
nal  intention  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  to 
do  an  injury  to  any  one,  much  less  to  great 
numbers  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  How- 
ever, Sir,  as  1  have  not  lately  read  or  con- 
sidered the  Act,  I  will  not  now  pretend  to 
be  positive  in  my  opinion,  and  Uierefore  I 
hope  the  honourable  gentlemen  will  agree 
to  put  off  the  consideration  of  this  motion 
to  some  short  day,  to  Monday  next  if  they 
please,  that  other  gentlemen  as  well  as 
myself  may  have  time  to  consider  it,  before 
we  are  obliged  to  give  our  opinion  in  a  case 
which  is  certainly  of  great  consequence. 

Sir  Joseph  JekyU  rose  and  said : 

Sir ;  As  I  had  the  honourto  be  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  when  the  clause  now 
under  ccmsideration  had  the  good  fortune 
'to  pass,  1  well  remember  the  history  of  it : 
this  clause  was  not  originally  in  the  Bill, 
but  was  put  into  it  by  the  other  House,  and 
1  believe,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the 
passing  of  it ;  or  at  least  that  it  was  the 
mtention  of  those  who  first  contrived  this 
clause:  for  they  imagined  that  this  House 

S'ould  never  agree  to  such  an  amendment : 
ut  when  the  Bill  cazpe  back  to  this  House^ 
the  (^ntlemen  who  promoted  the  Bill  were 
so  justly  fond  of  it,  diat  they  chose  to 
agree  to  all  the  amendments  made  by  the 
other  House,  and  this  amon^  th^  rest, 
rather  than  lose  so  good  a  Bill,  indeed 
as  to  this  clause  they  had  a  very  good  rea* 
son  for  agreeing  to  it ;  for  though  it  did 
lay  some  restramt  upon  the  jurisdicdoD  of 
this  House  in  matters  oi  elation,  yet  the 
majority  of  the  House  then  tliou^t  it  a 
reasonable  restraint,  and  even  a  necessaiy 
restraint,  in  order  to  prevent,  in  time  to 
come,  that  frequent  contradiction  in  6$x 
determinations  with  respect  to  dectioni, 
which  had  in  time  past  greatly  contributed 
to  the  giving  people  a  contemptible  qsinioa 
of  all  the  proceeoings  of  this  Ilouse. — ^Tha 
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diulse  now  read  to  you.  Sir,  is  so  full,  and 
conceiTed  in  terms  so-  pkun  and  easy  to 
be  onderstoody  that  I  am  surprised  to  near- 
an^f  g^itleraan  desire  an  hour  to  consider 
of  it;  but  I  am  still  mdre  surprised  to  hear 
any  gentleman,  especiaUy  a  gentleman  who 
has  often  attended  the  committee  of  elec- 
tions, say,  he  imagined  this  clause  was  in- 
tended only  as  a  direction  to  returning  ch- 
eers, what  sort  of  people  they  were  to 
admit  to  poll  at  -any  election ;  because 
this  rery  direction  waff  given  by  act  of 
parliament  many  years  ago  to  all  sherifis 
and  returning  officers:  so  long  ago  as  the 
eighth  year  of  king  William's  reign,  all 
tbetiSk  and  returning  officers  have  been 
prohibited,  by  an  act  then  made,  to  re- 
turn any  member  to  serve  in  parliament, 
<»ntniry  to  the  last  determination  in  the 
Home  of  Commons,  as  to  the  rieht  of 
e]ecti<m  for  such  places;  and  tbereiore  it 
would  have  been  ridiculous  to  have  in- 
serted in  a  late  Act  such  a  clause  as  that 
now  before  us,  if  no  more  had  been 
intended  by  it,  than  to  give  the  same 
'  directions  to  shertfis  and  other  returning 
officers,  which  were  given  to  them  by  a 
former  act  then  in  full  force;  but,  without 
any  such  consideration-,  the  clause  before 
us  is  in  itself  so  clearly  expressed,  Uiat  it  is 
impossible  to  mistake  its  meaning ;  and  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  intends  nothing 
by  his  motion  but  to  prevent  gentlemen's 
putting  themselves  to  a  needless  expence, 
and  giving  this  House  an  unnecessary  trou- 
'  ble,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
make  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  what  he 
has  proposed^ — Can  eentlemen  be  serious. 
Sir,  when  they  say  that  this  House  is  not 
to  be  confined  by  any  rules ;  (that  we  ought 
not  to  be  under  any  restraint,  with  respect 
to  our  determinations  about  the  election 
of  our  own  members;  and  that  this  House 
would  never  have  agreed  to  the  clause,  if 
any  siich  thing  had  been  intended?  Our 
determinations  in  such  cases  are,  it  is 
true,  supreme  and  final ;  but  surely.  Sir, 
even  in  such  cases  we  are  confined  by  the 
rules  of  natural  justice  and  equity,  and 
likewise  by  the  antient  customs  and  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom.  Let  a  court  of  judi- 
cature be  as  absolute  and  supreme  as  can 
be  imagined,  yet  I  should  have  a  veir  bad 
opinion  of  the  judges  of  that  court,  if  they 
confined  themselves  to  no  rules,  nor  even 
to  those  laws  they  themselves  had  before 
made  for  their  future  conduct.  J  do  not 
know  but  some  of  the  cities  and  boroughs 
of  Engiaiid  may  have  been  injured  by  the 
last  determination  of  this  House»  and  in 
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su6h  a  case  it  is  a  hardship  to  make  that 
mjurious  determination  absolute  and  finid 
as  to^them  in  all  time  to  come;  but  if  there 
were  any  such  injurious  determmations 
made,  it  is  the  more  necessary  by  a  law  to 
put  a  stop  to  them.  The  hardship  is  al- 
ready put  upon  them*,  the  law  is  already 
passed;  it  is  now  one  of  the  esta- 
blished laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  altered  or  amended  )yy  any 
resolution  of  this  House:  it  is  not  the  first 
time  that  a  hardship  has  beto  put  upon 
particular  men  for  the  good  of  the  society 
m  general ;  but  in  this  case,  if  any  city  or 
borough  has  been  injured  by  the  last  deter- 
mination of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  injury  fixed  upon  them  by  the  law  now 
under  our  consideration,  they  may  apply 
to  parliament  for  relief,  and  will  certainly 
obtain  an  act  of  parliament  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  is  the  only  method  by  whidi 
they  can  now  be  relieved ;  so  tnat  the 
hardship,  if  any  has  been  put  upon  itiem^ 
cannot  come  under  our  consideration  ia 
^e  present  question. 

However,  Sir,  though  I  do  not  think  it 
at  aU  necessary  to  take  a  dav  to  consider 
of  the  present  motion,  ^et  I  diall  not  be 
against  it ;  because  I  wish  it  were  made  a 
standing  order  of  this  House,  that  no  mo- 
tion should  be  taken  into  consideration  or 
agreed  to  the  same  day  it  is  made :  for 
this  reason  I  shall  not  be  against  adjourn- 
ing the  debate  until  Monday,  according 
to  the  honourable  gentleman's  desire; 
and  I  agree  to  it  the  rather,  because  I 
hope  when  the  motion  has  been  fiiDy  and 
maturely  considered,  it  will  be  unani- 
mously agreed  to :  but,  on  other  occasions^ 
I  hope  those  gentlemen  will  shew  the 
same  complaisance  to  others,  and  will  not 
insist,  that  any  motion  they  may  hereafter 
think  fit  to  make  shall  be  immediately 
taken  into  consideration ;  for  if  this  should 
be  made  a  rule  for  one  side,  and  not  for 
the  other,  it  would  be  as  partial  a  method 
of  proceeding  as  was  ever  practised  by 
former  Parliaments  in  their  determinations 
about  elections. 

It  was  ordered  accordingly.  That  the 
fiurther  consideration  of  the  question  be 
adjourned  to  Monday  next,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  amended  thus :  **  That  the  coun- 
sel at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the 
committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  be 
restrained  firom  offerinff  evidence,  touching 
the  leffah'ty  of  votes  for  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament,  for  any  county,  shire,  city, 
borough,  cinque-port,  or  place,  contrary 
to  the  last  detcormination  of  the  House  of 
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Commons:  which  determinatifoo,  by  an 
actpaasedin  tke  aecoadjear  of  hia  present 
Majesty's  rei^  intitled,  <  An  Act  for  the 

*  more  effiBctual  preTenting  bribery  and 
<  corruption,  in  the  election  (^me^bers  to 

*  serve  in  Parliament,'  is  made  final  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  any  ysage 
to  the  contrary  notwithstandmg.''  And 
then  it  was  agreed  to  without  any  faither 
ddbate. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  the 
Scotch  Wrongous  Imprisonment  Bidi.']'* 
March  12.  A  JPetition  of  Georae  Herriot, 
provost  of  the  royal  burgh  of  Haddington 

*  «  An  afiair  of  a  very  serious  nature  was 
at  this  time  dependbg  before  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  magistrates  of  the  royal 
%argh  of  Haddington  had  been  seized  and  im- 
prisoned in  a  distant  gaol,  without  been  ad  • 
Wtted  to  bail,  by  a  warrant  from  one  of  the 
8coteb  judges.  But  another  of  them  had  ven- 
tured to  take  their  bail,  and  set  them  at  liberty . 
A  petition  IVom  the  imprisoned  parties  was 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  anid  the 
case  was  so  flas^ant,  that  a  motion  was  made, 
,to  refer  it  to  me  consideration  of  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house.  Thik  was  opposed  by  the 
minister  and  his  friends,  because  the  petition, 
in  fact,  was  a  private  afikir,  and  the  petitioners 
mi|(bt  have  their  remedy  in  the  municipal  laws 
of  Scotland,  |»  they  stood  before  the  union. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged,  and  indeed 
with  some  justice,  that  the  case  affected  the 
liberty  of  the  sub)ect  in  the  roost  tender  part : 
that  though  an  English  House  of  Commons, 
before  the  union,  had  no  concern  with  the  laws 
of  Scotland,  vet  now  that  their  representatives 
made  part  of  a  Britbh  parliament,  it  became 
that  House  to  watch  over  the  liberty  of  the 
aobjects  there,  as  much  as  in  England,  were  it 
no  more  than  to  preserve  the  fr^om  of  elec- 
tions, which  the  oppression  complained  of,  had 
actually  invaded  and  destroyed.  It  was  added, 
by  some  of  the  learned  members  from  that 
country,  that  the  laws  themselves,  with  regard 
to  the  liberty  of  the  person,  wanted  great 
amendment,  and  the  case  before  them  was 
brought  as  an  instance  of  it.  The  question, 
however,  being  called  for,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected, by  a  majority  of  197  against  155. 

**  The  throwing  out  this  motion  did  the  mi- 
nister no  service  ;  and  nothing  but  his  attach- 
ment to  his  friends  could  have  occasioned  it. 
The  minority,  however,  finding  Uiemselves  so 
considerable,  upon  the  14th  of  March  moved, 
that  part  of  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland, 
made  1701,  intitlcd,  <  An  act  for  preventing 
'  wrongous  imprisonments,  and  against  undue 
'dehiys  in  trials,'  might  be  read:  and  the 
4ame  being  r^d,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
.question  proposed^  That  leave  be  given  to 
brins^  in  a  bill,  for  the  better  securing  the  liberty 
of  Uie  subjects  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain, 
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in  Sootiandy  Robert  Forrest,  baewerlhcrt, 
John  Hay,  sadler  there,  George  Hunter, 
wheelwright  there,  and  George  Walkei^ 
skinner  toere,  was  presented  to  the  Hooao 
of  Commons  alledgmg,  *<  That,  upon  ap> 
plication  made  the  24th  of  October  them 
la^  by  James  Eresidne,  John  Oaddel, 
Andrew  Wilson,  and  oth^s,  assnmiiig  to 
themselves  the  name  of  magistrates  in  tis 
said  burgh,  and  complaining  that  the  peti- 
tioners luid  disturbed  them  m  the  mc- 
tended  exercise  of  their  offices ;  the  aob. 
Andrew  Fletcher  of  Miltoun,  qne  of  tl^ 
judges  of  the  court  of  justiciar^,  and  abo 
of  the  coiut  of  session  in  Scotland,  thoiMEh 
there  was  evidently  no  foundatioo  rar 
such  complaint,  without  any  junsdictiofi 
to  judge  of  the  merits  of  tlie  electaon  of 
magistrates  of  the  said  bur^,  without 
any  notice  given  to  the  petitionars,  or  any 
of  the  other  persons  concerned  ;  and  sa, 
without  hearmg  them,  or  calling  them 
before  him,  gave  forth  a  summary  wamnt^ 
directed  to  all  officers  whom  it  conceraed, 
civil  or  military,  to  search  for,  seize  and 
apprehend  the  persons  of  the  petitioncs 
and  many  odiers,  to  the  number  of  fbrif 
burgesses  and  inhabitants,  whereof  sevai* 
teen  were  acting  magistrates  or  counsd- 
iors  of  the  sara  burgh,  where-ever  tfacy 
should  be  £[>und  in  Scotland,  and  to  im- 
prison  them,    within    the    nearest 


called  Scotland ;  and  for  explaining^  aad 
amending  an  act,  passed  in  the  pariianneiit  af 
Scotland  in  the  year  1701,  intitled,  *  An  act 

*  for  preventing  wrongous  imprisonment,  and 

*  against  undue  delays  in  trials.' 

^<  It  must  be  acknowledged,  that  the  rcA^og 
of  the  Scotch  act  made  no  favouraUe  iranres- 
sioD  upon  the  house  with  regard  to  the  liberty 
of  the  person  in  Scotland.  It  appeared,  that  a 
magistrate  or  judge  was  not  obliged  to  ex- 
amine an  informer  upon  oath,  or  to  bring  the 
parties  before  him,  before  they  were  sentlo 
prison.  All  that  was  required  tor  committii^ 
to  gaol  any  man,  or  body  of  men  in  that  kiag * 
dom,  was  an  information  in  writing,  signed 
bv  the  informer,  and  left  with  the  magistrate. 
The  minister  himself  and  his  friendt  disHked 
that  part  of  the  Scotch  constitution,  but  < 
sed  the  title  of  the  bill  moved  for,  and  [ 
to  leave  out  of  it  the  words  <  [for  the 
'  securing  the  liberty  of  the  subjects  in  that  past 
<  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.*]  Bat  ihia 
amendment  meeting  with  opposition,,  it  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  215  against  147.  And 
the  bill,  without  the  above  words,  was  ordered 
to  be  brongbt  in  by  Mr.  Dundass,  the  lord  Poi- 
wortb,  and  Mr.  Sandys.  It  passed  the  Hevr 
of  Commons,  but  was  tbrowu  out  of  the  iiuii 
ofPeers,  through  the  oppesitioa  made  to  it  ky 
theearlofllay.'^    Tindst 
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prison;  that  thb  warrant  was  lodged  m 
ihe  hands  of  Humj^iry  Colquhoun,  one  of 
the  macers  or  messengers  of  the  eourt  of 
justiciary,  without  the  privity  afany  other 
of  the  judges  of  that  court ;  and,  as  the 
petitioners  hare  reason  to  believe,  the  said 
Andrew  Fletcher  ordered  the  said  macer 
to  take  directions  from  Patrick  Lindsay, 
pfovost  o£  Edinburgh,  as  to  the  manner  of 
executiog  that  warrant ;  and  such  direc- 
tions were  accordingly  given,  as  the  peti- 
tioners have  reason  to  believe,  in  writmg ; 
that  tiiis  warrant  was  accompanied  by  an 
order  from  brigadier-general  Moyle,  then 
aeting  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces 
in  Scotland,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
tihe  dragoons  then  c^uertered  in  Hadding- 
tiM^  to  assist  with  his  dragoons  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  warrant ;  that  upon  the  ^th 
day  ctf  the  said  month  of  October,  the  pe- 
titioners were  seized  by  the  said  Humphry 
Colquhoun;  and  thougli  the  next  sure 
prison  was  that  of  Haddington  itself,  or 
that  of  North  Berwick,  and  though  the 
petitioners  desired  either  to  be  committed 
there,  or  to  be  carried  to  Edinbur^,  the 
Mat  of  the  courts  of  justice,  where  they 
might  apply  for  redress ;  yet  he  told  them» 
that  his  orders  were  to  carry  them  to  the 
prison  of  Dunbar,  and  no  otlier,  af  place 
twenty  miles  distant  from  Edinburffh,  and 
ei^t  miles  from  Haddington,  and  three 
noSes  further  from  Edinburgh  than  North 
Berwick;  and  though  the  pretended  crkne 
was  bailable,  and   Alexander  Hepburn, 
the  sheriff's  substitute,  to  whom  the  peti- 
tioners applied,  was  by  law  impowered, 
and  willingto  admit  them  to  bail^  the  said 
Humj^y  Cokmhoun  told  them,  that  he 
could  not  dismiss  them  upon  bail,  his  ex- 
press orders  being  to  take  no  bail,  but  to 
commit  his  prisoners  to  the  prison  of  Dun- 
bar ;  where  they  were  accordingly  imprl- 
aoaed  from  the  25th  day  of  October,  to 
the  27  A  of  the  said  month,  till,  by  war- 
vant  from  the  hon.  David  Ereskine  of  Dun, 
another  of  the  judges  of  the  said  courts  of 
justiciary  and  session,  the  petitioners  were 
aet  at  liberty,  and  execution  of  the  war- 
vaot  was  staid  against  the  rest,  upon  bail 
giren  by  the  petitioners  and  them ;  and 
diat  nnce  that  time  no  criminal  prosecu- 
tion has  been  moved  for,  upon  any  of  these 
pretended  crimes  charged  a&ainst  the  peti- 
tioners or  the  rest;  that  these  proceedmgs, 
as  the  petidoners  apprehend,  and  are  ad- 
vised, were  utterly  illegal  and  oppressive 
on  the  part  of  the  said  Andrew  Fletcher 
of  Mikoun,  tending  to  destrojr  the  per- 
1  liberties  of  every  subject,  the  fl:ee«* 


dom  of  the  rc^ral  burghs,  and  of  conse- 
quence the  freedom  of  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  such  burghs  ; 
and  as  the  petitioners  can  hope  for  no  re- 
dress but  from  the  justice  of  Parliament ; 
therefore  praying  the  House  to  take  the 
premises  into  consideration,  and  to  grant 
such  redress  therein  as  may  effe<;tually 
prevent  such  oppressions  in  time  coming, 
and  as  otherwise  to  the  House  shall  seem 
meet." 

After  this  Petition  was  read,  a  motion 
was  made  for  referring  it  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  upon  which  there 
was  a  long  debate ;  but  the  question  being 
at  kst  put,  it  was,  upon  a  division,  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  197  to  155. 

March  14.  A  motion  was  made^  That 
part  of  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land in  1701 9  intilled.  An  Act  for  pre- 
venting wrongous  Imprisonment,  and 
against  undue  dehtjrs  in  Trials,  might  be 
read;  which  being  accordingly  read,  it 
was  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  brmg 
in  a  Bin  for  explaining  and  amending  the 
said  act ;  and  the  same  bdng  agreed  to, 
Mr.  Dundass,*  the  lord  Polwarth,  and  Mr. 
Sandys,  were  ordered  to  bring  it  m. 

Debate  in  ike  Lank  tm  the  Scotch 
Wrongous  Imprisonment  BUL']  May  9. 
The  said  BiU  navinr  passed  t^  Commons; 
it  was  this  day  read  asecond  time  in  the 
Lords,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
earl  of  Strafford,  for  having  the  Ac$ 
passed  in  Scotknd  in  die  year  1701,  read 
to  the  House;  whereupon 

The  Earl  of  Hay  stood  up^  and  spoke  to 
this  effect : 

MyXords ;  I  shall  readily  join  witii  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  motion  he  hf»  made  for 
havmg  the  act,  to  which  die  Bill  refers, 
read  io  your  Lordships :  this  I  wifl  rather 


*  <*  Mr.  Duudass  was  esteemed  the  gpreatest 
geDius  in  the  law,  that  Stiotland  had  ever  pro- 
duced. In  speaking,,  be  was  amazingly  fluent 
and  copious;  but  bis  language,  through  its 
prorinciality,  and  bis  own  inattention,  was 
coarse  and  vicious.  He  had  been  kmg  in  tfa* 
administration  of  affairs  in  tbatcounlry,  wba* 
he  had  served  as  lord  advocate;  an  office, 
somewhat  resembling  that  of  an  attomey-gene* 
ral  in  England,  but  with  much  more  extensive 
powers ;  and  he  exercised  it  with  the  utmost 
despotism  and  ligour.  Being  thoroughly  d«- 
vot^  to  party,  when  the  interest  of  the  Argyle 
family  prevailed  there,  he  grew  a  finious  op* 
poser  of  the  minister,  and  very  troublesome  to 
bimintfairHoaseofCommaps."    Tindal. 
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agree  to,  because  it  has  of  late  been  in- 
dustriously reported^  that  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  in  Scotland  b  no  way  se- 
cured :  it  has,  I  know,  been  confidently 
asserted,  that  the  subjects  in  that  part 
of  the  island,  are  still  in  a  state  of  ab- 
solute slavery ;  but  when  your  lordships 
have  heard  that  act  r^id,  you  wfll  see  that 
there  is  no  manner  of  gnnind  for  such  re- 
ports. Your  lordships  wiU  see  that  the 
Scots  have  not  been  idle,  whenever  they 
had  an  opportunity  for  securmg  their  li- 
boties,  or  for'  amending,  explaining,  or 
enforcing  that  .part  of  their  law  which 
relates  to  securmg  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties ci  the  subject:  therefore  I  .hq>e 
your  lordships  will  give  all  possible  at- 
tention to  the  reading  of  this  act;  and 
as  there  are  some  law-terms  and  expres- 
aions  in  it  which  some  of  your  Lord- 
^ps  may  not  perhaps  so  well  under- 
stand, I  shall  beg  leave,  after  it  is  read,  to 
give  some  short  explanation  of  them,  irom 
which  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  make  it 
appear,  that  the  act  stands  no  way  in  need 
of  any  amendmoat  or  explanation ;  and 
that  the  BiU  now  before  us,  instead  of  se- 
curing the  ririits  and  liberties  of  the  sub- 
ject, will  render  them  more  uncertain  and 
precarious  than  they  were  before.  [The 
Act  was  then  read,  and  then  his  lordship 
stood  up  again,  and,  after  giving  a  short 
explanation  of  ihe  Scotch  law-terms,  went 
on  to  this  effisct.]  Thus,  your  Lordships 
may  see,  that  no  man  in  Scotland  can  be 
taken  up  or  imprisoned,  unless  an  infor- 
mation, m  writing,  and  signed  b^  the  in- 
former, be  first  exhibited  against  him; 
and  when  any  person  is  to  be  sent  to  pri- 
son, the  magistrate  who  commits  him  is  by 
law  obliged  to  express  in  his  warrant  of 
commitment,  the  crime  he  is  charged  with. 
Or  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment ;  and  &r- 
ther,  the  jailor  or  keeper  of  the  prison  to 
which  he  is  committed,  is  obliged  to 
deliver  to  the  prisoner,  a  copy  of  his  war- 
rant of  commitment*:  then,  my  Lords, 
with  respect  to  trials,  if  a  prisoner  be 
not  brought  to  his  trial  within  a  certain 
number  of  days  in  the  act  limited,  he  may 
appl^  to  the  proper  court,  and  upon  such 
apphcation,  that  court  is  by  law  d>liged  to 
bnng  him  to  an  immediate  trial,  or  other- 
wise to  discharge  him.  And  lastly,  my 
Lords,  with  respect  to  bail;  if  the  crime 
with  which  any  prisoner  is  charged,  be 
bailable,  it  is  expressly  ordered  by  the 
same  act,  that  the  judge  or  magistrate  be- 
Sore  whom  he  is  brought  upon  any  sudi 
ttharge  shall  admit  him;to  bail,  and  shall 


notrequicebail  for  any  great  or  immoderate 
sum ;  nay,  the  law  goes  farther,  it  Himts 
the  magistrate  to  a  certain  sum  for  wiiidi  * 
he  is  to  take  bail,  according  to  the  rank 
and  quality  of  the  person  accused :  and  the 
sums  so  hmited,  are  by  this  act  so  smafl  I 
that  even  the  parliament  of  SeMlaiHi 
thought  fit  afterwards  to  encrease  thcaa  to 
double  the  sums  first  appointed.^ — ^J^^ni 
these  few  observations,  your  lordships  may 
see  that  the  liberty  of  the  subject  In 
Scotland,  is  [as  fully  secured  by  this  act, 
as  the  liberty  of  tne  subject  is  in  Eng- 
land, by  the  Habeas  Corpus ;  n^,  wiui 
respect  to  bail,  the  liberty  of  a  subject 
in  Scotland  is,  in  my  opinion,'  better 
secured,  because  the  sum  for  whidi  a  nmi 
is  to  ffive  bail,  is  there  limited  and  ascer- 
tained ;  whereas,  in  England,  the  sum  fiyr 
which  a  man  is  to  give  bail,  is  left  ea^of^ 
to  the  discretion  ofthe  judge  ormagisUsle 
who  is  to  take  the  baiL  It  is  true,  in  Soot- 
land,  an  information  upon  oath  is  not  re* 
quired ;  but  that  proceeds  from  the  whole 
spirit  and  tenor  oi  their  laws,  by  whicA  an 
coth  is  deemed  so  sacred,  that  it  is  not 
presumed,  that  any  real  honest  man  wiB. 
voluntarily  subject  himself  to  it ;  and  wiio- 
ever  does  so,  is  called  an  ultroneous 
witness,  which  is  in  that  country  always 
deemed  a  good  reason  for  su^fiecting  Us 
evidence :  and  in  ail  criminal  matters,  the 
lawyers  and  judges  of  Scotland,  have  al- 
ways been  of  opmion,  that  no  witness 
ought  to  be  examined  upon  oath  agaiast 
any  man,  but  in  a  public  court,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  prisoner,  when  he  and  lus 
counsel  have  an  opportunity,  and  have  al- 
ways full  liberty  to<:ross-examine  the  wit- 
ness, and  to  make  him  explain  fully  every 
thing  he  says^^-His  Loroship  then  noke 
to  the  several  clauses  ofthe  Bill,  ana  en- 
deavoured to  shew  the  bad  consequences 
with  which  they  would  be  attended,  sod 
then  concluded  with  his  being  a^uast 
committing  of  the  bill,  for  the  reasons  he 
had  offerea ;  and  because,  that  if  there  was 
any  cause  for  altering  the  law  of  Scotland, 
he  thought  such  a  great  alteration  as  was 
pnmosed  by  that  bill,  ought  not  to  be 
maoe,  but  after  the  most  full  and  matore 
omsideration,  which  he  thought  they  codd 
not  have  time  for,  so  near  the  end  oC  a 
session  of  parliament. 

The  Lord  Carteret  answered  in  sob* 
stance  as  follows : 

My  Lords;  As  I  cannot  pretend  to 
knowledge  in  the  law  <rf  Scotland,  n 
less  to  such  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
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law  as  die  noble  lord  whx^  qpoke  last,  I  am 
at  fome  Iom  when  I  rise  up^  to  speak  to  the 
bill  now  before  us.  I  will  grant,  my  Lords^ 
that  the  Scots  have  provided  as  well  for 
their  rights  and  liberties  as  they  could,  and 
that  they  have  formerly  endeavoured  to 
|»^event  all  the  dangers  and  encroachments 
which  could  then  be  foreseen ;  but  it  is 
fanpossible,  it  would  be  vain  in  any  man, 
or  in  any  set  of  men,  to  pretend  tb  guard 
against  all  the  dangers  that  may  thereafter 
arise.  Hie  facts  or  events  which  gave  oc- 
casion for  bringing  this  bill  into  the  other 
Houseware, it  is  true,  before  us;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain,and  I  haveeven  heard,  that  some  things 
have  htt^pened  lately  in  that  country,  which 
ahew^  mat  all  the  encroachments  that  may 
be  DMde  upon  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
-are  not  sufficiently  guarded  against  by  the 
act  of  the  Scotch  parliament  which  has 
been  now  read  to  you.  These  late  occur- 
rences, we  may  suppose,  gave  rise  to  this 
biU  in  the  other  House;  and  as  there  are 
a  gfeat  many  gentlemen  in  that  House 
who  thoroughly  understand  the  law  .of 
Soodand,  we  must  suppose  that  they  made 
it  fiilly  appear  to  the  House,  that  some 
auch  bill  was  necessary,  before  the  bill 
could  pass  in  thar  House.  This,  my 
IxNrds,  IS  a  general  rea8on,Hit  least,  for  our 
not  rejecting  this  bill ;  but  from  the  ob- 
jections the  noble  lord  has  been  pleased  to 
make  to  it,  I  plainly  see  there  is  a  neces- 
ailT  for  passing  some  such  bilL  It  is,  I 
think,  most  unreasonable,  that  any  man 
ahould  be  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  sub- 
jected to  th^  danger  and  expence  of  a 
trial,  perhiqps  for  his  life  and  fortune,  iqpon 
a  vague  and  general  information,  not 
awom  to,  but  omy  signed  by  the  informer ; 
iHiich  he  may,  perhaps,  have  ffiven  out  of 
malice,  or  in  a  passion.  I  sliall  always 
think  that  some  sort  of  evidencie  is  neces- 
•ary,  before  a  subject  be  imprisoned,  or  so 
mudi  as  prosecuted  for  any  crime ;  and  I 
am  sure,  the  least  evidence  that .  can,  in 
auch  a  case,  be  required,  is  the  oath  of  one 
witness.  Another  particular  reason  for 
evincing  the  necessity  of  s<Hne  such  bill  is, 
that  I  find  it  is  neither  the  law  nor  the 
custom  in  Scotland,  to  examine  the  person 
accused  before  he  is  committed  to  prison ; 
yet  this  I  must  think  ought  always  to  be 
done,  because,  by  such  examination,  the 
magistrate  who  grants  his  warraant,  may 
fin^  that  the  information  upon  which  he 
granted  the  warrant,  was  fiuse  and  mali- 
cious. This,  my  Lords,  I  am  convinced 
of  from  experience ;  for  when  I  had  the 
lionour  to  be  in  a  place  of  high  trust  under 
[VOL.  IX.] 


the  crown,  diare  was  a  fdlow  came  to  me, 
and  gave  me  an  information  upon  oath,  of 
no  less  a  crime  than  high-treason,  against 
some  persons  in  Wappin^;  which  infor- 
mation was  so  dear  and  distinct^  and  the 
facts  so  probable,  that  I  had  not  the  least 
reason  to  doubt  of  it ;  however,  as  it  was 
my  duty,  I  ordered  the  persons  accused  to 
be  brought  directly  before  me ;  and,  upon 
examining  them,  1  very  soon  found  that  it 
was  a  false  and  a  villainous  information, 
given  by  a  fellow  who  had  run  deeply  in 
theu:  debt,  and  had  taken  that  way  to  get 
free  of  what  he  owed  them;  whereupon  I 
dismissed  the  persons  accused,  and  had 
the  informer  immediately  securcsl :  of  this 
story  I  acquainted  his  late  Majesty,  who 
was  so  good  as  to  order  the  Attorney* 
General  to  prosecute  the  fellow  for  per- 
jury, of  which  he  was  accordingly  con- 
victed, and  for  which  he  suffered  severdy. 
— ^His  lordship  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  objections  made  to  the  several  clauses 
of  the  biU,  most  of  which  he  endeavoured 
not  only  to  answer,  but  to  shew,  that  from 
each  of  them  arose  a  stf  ong  argument  for 
the  necessity  of  passing  some  such  bill. 
Some  of  the  objections  however  he  ad- 
mitted, but  shewed,  that  they  might  bo 
very  easily  removed  by  amendments,  which 
might  and  certainly  would  be  made  in  the 
Committee;  and  concluded  with  saying. 
That  he  hoped  he  had  said  enough  to  per* 
suade  their  lorddiips  that  they  ought  to 
commit  the  bill,  where  they  might  make 
what  alterations  and  amendm^ts  they 
.thought  proper ;  and  if  any  of  their  lordU 
ships  should  not  be  pleased  with  it  when 
so  altered  and  amended,  they  might  throw 
it  out  upon  the  third  readmg. 

Protect  agairut  not  committing  the  said, 
*BiU.2  After  debate,  the  questicm  was 
put.  Whether  this  Bill  shall  be  com- 
mitted? It  was  resolved  m  the  negative. 
Contents  28,  Not  Contents  68. 

**  Dissentient. 

1.  **  Because  we  apprehend  a  bill  of  thia 
nature,  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, ought  at  least  to  have  undergone 
the  form  of  a  commitment ;  since  wliatever 
was  unnecessary  or  wrong  in  it,  might 
there  have  been  left  out  or  amended.  But 
several  matters  contained  in  the  bill  seem 
to  us  highly  expedient  to  be  passed  into  a 
law ;  for  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  it  now 
stands,  any  judge  may,  by  a  summary  war- 
rant, commit  persons  upon  information 
signed  without  any  oath  made,  and  without 
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coanreaingtfae  partiesbefere  hkn^  or  hearhig 
what  they  can  alledge  in  their  own  justifica- 
tion, aodsend  them  to  aremote prison  in  any 
comer  oi  the  kbgdonu  No  express  worck 
in  any  statute,  do  at  present  fi:>rbid  such  a 
practice,  and  we  have  great  reason  to  be- 
Keve  that  some  abuse  of  this  unlimited 
power  did  appear  brfore  the  House  of 
Commcms,  which  might  probably  give  the 
first  rise  to  the  BilL 

2.  **  Because,  as  the  Habeas  Corpus  act 
is  the  great  security  of  the  liberties  of  this 
part  of  the  united  kingdoms,  it  would  be, 
in  our  opinion  both  uns^  and  ungenerous, 
not  to  extend  thesame  liberty  to  Uie  other. 
For,  should  they  who  have  hitherto  been 
brave  assertors  of  their  liberties,  find  them- 
selves exposed  to  oppression,  from  which 
the  r€;stof  their  fellow-subjects  are  secured 
by  law,  necessity  may  prompt  them  to  at- 
tempt, by  violence,  to  tree  themselves  ;  or 
revenge  provoke  ihem  to  become  the  in- 
struments of  power,  and  bring  us  under  the 
Same  dependence.  And  the  history  of  the 
late  times  sufficiently  convinces  us,  that  in 
those  reigns,  when  arbitrary  power  was  de- 
signed and  attempted  in  this  kmgdom, 
d^erate  and  adventurous  agents  were 
first  sent  to  try  the  experiment  in  Scot- 
land. 

3.  *^  Because  diere  was  a  provision  in 
the  Bin,  to  prevent  an  abase  of  seizing 
persons  on  pretence  of  debt,  and  detaining 
them  till  the  elections  were  over,  where 
they  had  a  right  to  vote ;  the  protection 
granted  by  the  Bill  was  no  more  than  what 
every  common  court  of  justice  actually  al- 
lows to  any  evidence  whose  presence  may 
be  necessary  in  matters  of  much  less  con- 
sequence :  and  we  cannot  help  testifying 
our  surprize,  that  this  regulation  has  not 
already  been  made  over  the  whole  united 
kingdoms:  we  hope  however,  another 
session  will  not  pass  without  taking  efiec- 
tual  care  to  prevent  such  a  dangerous  abuse 
of  law. 

4.  **  Because  experience  has  shewn  us 
the  benefit  which  arose  from  delivering  th^ 
subjects  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  from 
^eir  vassalage,  and  fireeing  them  firom  a 
servile  dependence  on  their  superiors ;  and 
^  we  conceive  the  purport  of  this  bill  was 
BO  more  than  a  natural  extension  of  the 
same  measure,  it  would  have  been  the  most 
probable,  if  not  the  only  method  to  eradi- 
cate any  remaining  disaffection  :  though 
we  have  no  grounds  to  suppose  from  any 
late  transactions,  that  there  is  any  such. 
On  the  contrary,  those  who  were  thought 
l9ie  most  disaSected»  have  lately  appeared 


sufficiently  tractable.  But  wfaat< 
tion  the  rejecting  snch  a  Bin  nu^  create^ 
even  among  the  best  subjects,  and  tfaos^ 
who  have  always  been  most  attached  to  Am 
present  establishment,  we  cannot  r^ect 
upon  widiout  concern.  For,  as  the  unkm 
was  made  in  support  of  the  present  est** 
blishment,  whicn  is  founded  upon  the  re* 
volution,  and  the  revolution  upon  princi« 
pies  of  liberty,  the^  who  have  ahra^  as- 
serted those  principles  may  (as  we  uk 
prdiend)  jusdy  complain,  that  the  n^ 
berty  of  the  subject  is  not  e^fuallyse-* 
cured  in  every  part  €£  the  united  lEiiig* 
dom.  ' 

5.  **  Because,  we  are  appr^ensive  it 
will  appear  very  extraordinary  to  the  woiU 
tha^a  Bill  for  the  security  of  the  Hbefty  of 
the  subject  should  have  been  thrown  oni 
of  this  House  without  a  eomnutment,  wheA 
so  msxiy  Bills  have  passed  for  laying  onoc 
continuing  severe  and  heavy  doties  npoa 
them.  lUmote  apprehensions,  danseit 
barely  possible,  ana  suspicions  of  disaiec^ 
tion,  have  been  arguments  fonneriy  madm 
use  of  on  the  side  of  the  crown,  for  enactng 
the  severest  penal  laws  upon  the  subject ; 
and  we  conceive  it  still  more  incumbent  en 
the  legislature  to  be  Itratchfiil  over  the  M- 
berties  of  the  people,  committed  to  tkek 
care,  since  it  is  much  easier  to  restiam  li* 
berty  from  running  into  llcentioasaesSy 
than  power  from  swdling  into  tyranny  and 
oppression. 

6.  **  Because  liberty  being  die  conmea 
birth-right  of  all  mankind,  and  stifl  pre^ 
served  to  this  nation  by  the  wisdom  wad 
courage  of  our  ancestors,  we  think  an  in* 
firingement  ofthat  right,  though  bat  for 
an  hour,  by  wrongfiil  imprnonment,  is  not 
only  an  injury  to  the  person  immecfttfidy 
concerned,  but  a  notorious  invasi<m< of  IM 
constitution.  We  should  not  deserve  Amo 
liberties  ourselves,  if  we  did  not  take  the 
most  effectual  meUiods  to  transmit  them  in 
their  full  extent  to  latest  posteri^,  and  to 
restrain,  by  proper  laws,  any  flagitious  at> 
tempts  of  mmisters  prompted  by  ambitjoiiy 
or  durove  by  despair,  who  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  endeavour  to  undermine  or  at* 
tack  them.  Humanity  and  generosity  par- 
ticulariy  call  upon  ns,  who  are  disdngmsh* 
ed  by  many  pnvileges  and  advantages  p^ 
culiar  to  ourselves,  to  secure  to  th^  pecplo 
that  liberty  which  they  have  an  equal  right 
to  with  us  ;  a  blessing  !  the  mettiest  sub- 
ject of  this  kingdom  ought  ever  to  enjoyia 
common   with    the  greatest.     {Signed^} 

Chesterfield,  O^cferd  and  Mortimer, 
Mootjoyi     Ha^enhaniy     Suffd^ 
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Fo|eY>  Cobham^  Stra&rd,  Bafthunt» 
Litchfieldy  Boyle,  Berkfihire,  Co- 
ventry, Thanet,  Gower,  Winchd- 
Bee,  Northampton.'' 

The  question  having  been  thus  carried 
i^gainst  committing  the  BiU,  it  was  of 
course  rejected. 

JRaoUttions  of  tke  Commom  relating  to 
tke  Maintenance  qf  the  Poor.']  March 
27.  The  C<»mnons  iq^inted  a  committee 
to  consider  the  laws  m  being  relating  to 
the  Maintenance  and  Settlement  of  the 
fooTf  and  to  consider  what  further  pro- 
vision might  be  necessary  for  their  better 
felief  and  en^lojmient.  And  the  said 
Committee  hanging  considered  and  exa- 
auned  this  A&ir  with  great  care  and  at- 
tention, came  to  several  Resolutions  as 
follow: 

•  ^  Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
ComoEiittee, 

1.  ^  That  the  laws  in  bemg,  relating  to 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  of  this  kmg- 
dom,  are  defective ;  and  notwithstanding 
they  impose  heavy  burthens  on  parishes, 
yet  the  poor  in  most  (tf  them,  are  ill  taken 
€aieo£ 

&  <<  That  the  laws  relating  to  the  Set- 
tlement of  the  Poor,  and  conceminff 
Taffiants,  are  very  difficult  to  be  executec^ 
na  chargeable  in  their  execution ;  vexa- 
tious to  ue  Poor,  and  of  little  advantage 
to  the  public ;  and  ineffectual  to  promote 
die  good  aids  for  which  they  were  in- 


S»  **  That  it  is  necessary,  for  the  better 
rdief  and  employment  of  the  Poor,  that  a 
public  workhouse  or  workhouses,  hospital 
ar  hospitals,  house  or  houses  of  cor- 
rection, be  established  in  proper  places, 
wid  under  proper  regulations,  in  each 
county.  ^ 

4.  **  That  in  such  workhouse  or  work- 
houses, all  poor  persons,  able  to  labour, 
be  set  to  work,  who  shall  either  be  sent 
tiiither  or  come  voluntarily  for  employ- 


5.  ^  That  in  such  hospital  or  hospitals, 
finrndlings  and  other  poor  children,  not 
having  parents  able  to  provide  for  them, 
be  ta&n  care  of;  as  also  poor  persons  that 
•re  inqpotent  or  infirm. 

6.  **  That  in  such  house  or  houses  of 
conrection,  aU  idle  and  disorderiy  persons, 
vagrants,  and  such  other  criminals  as  shall 
be  thought  proper,  be  confined  to  hard 
labour, 

.  7*  J*  That  towarda  the  charge  of  audi 


workhouses,  hospitals,  and  booses  of  cor- 
rection,  each  parish  be  assessed  or  rated, 
and  that  proper  persons  be  empowered  to 
receive  the  money  so  to  be  assessed  or 
rated,  when  collected,  and  also  all  volun* 
tary  contributions  or  collections,  either 
given  or  made  for  such  purposes. 

8.  ^  That  such  workhouses,  hospitals, 
and  houses  of  correction,  be.  under  the 
management  of  proper  persons,  r^^ard 
being  had  to  such  as  shall  be  bene&ct^ 
to  so  good  a  woVk. 

9.  **  That  such  persons  as  shall  be  ap* 

gointed  for  the  management  of  such  wort* 
ouses,  hospitals  and  houses  of  <^rrection, 
be  one  body  politic  in  law,  capable  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  and  of  taking  and  receiving 
charitable  contributions  and  benefactions 
for  the  use  of  the  same. 

10.  <'  That  for  the  better  understand- 
ing, and  rendering  more  e&ctual  the  lawi 
rdbting  to  the  Maintenance  fmd  Settle- 
ment m  the  poor,  it  is  very  expedient  that 
they  be  reduced  into  one  act  of  parlia* 
ment.** 

Hiese  Resolutions  were  reported  to  the 
House  on  the  2nd  of  May,  and  on  the  7th 
of  the  same  moQth,  were  all  agreed  to 
without  Amendment,  except  the  Stii,  which 
was  amended  thus,  viz. 

^<  Resolved,  that  such  persons  as  shall 
be  appointed  for  the  maniu^ement  of  such 
workhouses,  hospitak  and  houses  of  cor- 
rection, be  one  body  politic  in  law,  capa- 
ble to  sue  and  be  sueo,  and  of  taking  and 
receiving  charitable  contributions  and  be* 
nefactions,  in  money,  for  the  use  of  sudi 
bodies  pditic.'' 

And  then  this  Resolution  so  amended^ 
was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Petition  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  rf- 
lattng  to  Patronages.]  April  10.  A  Peti- 
tion of  the  then  late  general  assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  was  presented  to 
the  Commons  and  read,  representing, 
**  That  Patronages  have,  since  the  Refer, 
mation,  been  d^med  by  the  said  Church 
a  very  great  grievance,  and  not  warranted 
by  the  Word  of  God,  and  have  at  all  timet 
been  struggled  against;  that,  soon  after  the 
Revolution,  an  act  of  parliament  was  made 
in  Scotland,  abolishing  the  power  of  patrona 
to  present  ministers  to  vacant  churches; 
and  at  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  the 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in 
all  its  riffhtsand  privileges,  by  that  and  other 
acts  of  parliament  made  or  ratified  after 
the  Revolution,  was  declared  to  be  a  fun* 
dameitiJ  and  essential  condition  and  artip» 
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Mr.  Hennr  Pdham,  general  Wade,  m 
Robert  Waloole,  and  Mr.  Rider  the  Soli- 
citor General.  But  the  question  bdng  at 
last  put  for  committing  the  BiOy  k  was 
carried  in  the  negadve  by  216,  against  198. 


cle  of  that  Union ;  and  at  that  time,  it  was 
the  right  and  privilege  of  the  said  Church 
to  be  free  from  patronages ;  but  that,  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  10th  year  of  her  late 
majesty  queen  Anne,  entitled,  An  Act  to 
restore  the  Patrons  to  their  antient  Riehts 
of  presentmg  Ministers  to  the  Churches, 
vacant  to  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  the  aforesaid  act  passed  in  the 
reign  of  king  William,  wto  rescinded  in  so 
faftas  concerned  the  power  of  patrons  to 
present  ministers  to  vacant  parishes,  of 
other  advantages,  which  had  been  the 
chief  things  bestowed  on  patrons,  in  lieu 
and  recompence  of  their  former  r^t  and 
presentation,  were  neverthdess  suffered  to 
continue  with  them ;  and  therefore  maying 
the  House  to  pass  a  Bill  for  repealing  the 
aforesaid  act  of  parliament,  passed  m  the 
10th  year  of  queen  Anne,  in  so  fiir  as  con- 
cerns the  power  of  patrons  to  present  mi- 
nisters to  vacant  churches,  in  order  to 
restore  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  she  was  possessed  of 
at  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

In  pursuance  of  this  Petition,  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  this  purpose, 
and  Mr.  Plumer,  Mr.  Ereskine,  Mr. 
Forbes,  Mr.  Areskine,  sir  James  Fergu- 
son, and  Mr.  Hume  Campbell,  were 
ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same ; 
which  Bill  was  presented  by  Mr.  Plumer 
on  the  18th  but  did  not  pass.* 

April  22.  A  Bill  for  limiting  the 
number  of  officers  to  sit  in  the  House 
of  Commons  being  read  a  second  time; 
and  a  motion  being  made  for  commit- 
ting the  same,  there  ensued  a  great  de- 
bate.' The  chief  speakers  for  committing 
the  Bill  were  Mr.  John  Pitt,  Mr.  Boone, 
Mr.  Lyttleton,  lord  Polwarth,  Mr.  Hume 
Campbell,  sir  Joseph  JeWll,  sir  William 
Wjmdham,  and  sir  John  Hynde  Cotton. 
The  speakers  against  committing  it  were 
Mr.  Stephen  Fox,  Mr.  Stephen  Comwallis, 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Hanbury  Willkuns,  Mr., 
R<*ert  Byng,  Mr.  Lindsay,  Mr.  Ogletliorp, 
Mr.  Danvers,  Mr.  Thomas  Coibet,  hon. 

•  "  When  it  came  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  the  Smi  of  May,  it  was  opposed,  chiefly  by 
Hie  desire  of  the  JScotch  members  themselves ; 
who,  being  most  of  thero  patrons,  tboogfit  the 
bill  was  an  imrasinn  upon  their  rights :  the 
House,  however,  divided,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned for  a  mouth,  which  was  the  same  as 
dropping  it,  by  a  majority  of  169  against  62. 
As  this  was  looked  upon  as  an  act  of  me  minis- 
ter, it  did  him  and  his  friends  no  serrice  With 
the  violent  presbyt^ans  in  SoOtUud."    Tin- 


Tke  Kin^i  Speech  at  the  dose  ofihU 
SeuionJ]  May  15.  The  King  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commona 
bemg  sent  for  and  attending,  his  Mqeaty 
gave  the  royal  assent  to  sevml  Bilk  ^  i^ker 
which,  he  put  an  end  to  the  acasion  wiA 
the  foUowinff  Speech  to  both  Houses : 
**  My  Lords  and  Crentlemen, 

^  I  am  glad  the  business  <jf  this  SesMOQ 
of  Piniiament  a  brought  to  sudi  acondn- 
sion,  that  I  have  now  an  opportunity  of- 
gii^ng  you  some  recess,  after  tJie  j 
pains  you  have  taken  in  the  service  or  yo 
country.  On  this  occasion  I  most  in  pm* 
tice  return  you  my  thanks  ibr  the  man j 
instances  you  have  given  me  of  your  duty 
and  a&ction  to  my  person  and  govern** 
ment,  and  for  the  necessary  provisicms  yoa 
have  made  ibr  the  public  security,  as  finr 
as  the  immediate  drcumstances  ^affidrs 
might  require. 

**  I  have  considered  with  great  care  and 
attention  the  pres«at  situation  of  Europe^ 
and  duly  weighed  the  ecmsequences,  raai 
may  arise  from  the  progress  of  the  war, 
either  by  means  of  its  beooming  naore  ge- 
neral, or  cmitinuing  only  to  be  carried  on 
between  the  powers  alr^EMlv  engaged. 

**  An  accdinmodation  of  these  imhappj 
troubles  appeared  to  be  the  best  means  fa 

Erevent  the  dangers,  that  are  to  be  appra» 
ended  on  either  side.  In  this  view,  a 
plan  of  pacification  was  concerted  between 
me  and  the  States  General  with  great  ini* 
partiality,  and  not  without  reasonable 
grounds  to  hope  for  success,  although  h 
Hath  not  had  we  deshred  effect. 

**  But  all  future  resolutions,  to  be  taken 
in  this  important  and  critical  coniunctiire». 
must  be  principally  determined  oy  future 
events :  tnis  makes  it  impossible  for  nie»  at 
present,  to  take  Uie  previous  advice  and 
concurrence  of  my  Parliament  in  sucb 
measures,  as  may  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  be  entered  into^  But  yoa  mag^ 
be  assured,  that  my  constant  concern  for  tiaa 
publicwel&re,  the  liberties  of  £ur<^>e,and,t 
m  particular,  for  the  fdictty  and  securi^ 
of  tnese  kingdoms,  will  never  sufier  me  to 
take  any  steps,  but  such  as  the  honour  and 
interest  of  my  crown  and  people  shaB  caH 
for  and  jusdi^ ;  and  in  the  pursuit  of  these 
great  and  acsirable  end^  I  do,  wtt 
ue  best  groaaded  confMcinoa,  prmmiio 
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myself  your  zealous  and  afibctionate  sup* 
port. 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
^  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
supplies  you  nave^  with  so  much  chearful- 
ness  and  dispatch,  granted  for  the  service 
of  the  current  year,  which  have  been  sO 
e£fectually  raised,  and  accompanied  with  so 
seasonable  an  augmentation  of  our  forces 
b^  sea  and  land,  mat  I  shall  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  make  use  of  them,  in  the  most  ad- 
Tantageous  manner,  for  the  public  senrice, 
as  any  occasion,  that  may  happen  to  arise, 
shall  require. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
^  The  conduct  and  prudence  of  this 
Parliament,  in  a  time  of  so  great  difficult, 
cannot  be  enough  commended.  The  pos- 
ture of  affiurs  before  us  required  all  possi- 
ble resolution,  joined  with  caution,  neither 
to  be  unwarily  involved  in  the  present 
disturbances,  nor  to  remain  unprovided 
a^nst  those  dangers,  which  are  too  ob- 
▼lous  to  stand  in  need  of  any  exfrianation, 
and  may  either  directly  or  remotely  affect 
us. 

**  As  I  think  it  necessaiy  this  summer 
to  visit  my  dominions  in  Germany,  it  is 
my  intention  to  appoint  the  queen,  R^ent 
here  during  my  absence ;  of  whose  just 
•and  prudent  administration  you  have  on 
the  like  occasion  had  experience.  Let  me 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  render 
the  burden  a(  this  weighty  trust  as  easy  to 
her  as  possible,  by  making  it  your  constant 
study  and  endeavour,  as  I  am  sure  it  is 
your  inclination,  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  and  to  discountenance  and 
suppress  all  attempts  to  raise  groimdless 
discontents  in  the  Ininds  of  my  people, 
whose  happiness  hath  always  been,  and 
shall  continue  my  daily  and  uninterrupted 
care.*' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command,  prorogued  Uie  Parlia- 
ment to  the  12th  oi  June.  It  was  after- 
wards ^Euther  prorogued  to  the  15th  of 
January,  1736. 
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came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  4he 
Commons  attending,  his  Majesty  opened 
the  session  with  the  following  Speech  to 
both  Houses : 

<rMy  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

<<  The  happy  turn  which  the  AffiEurs  of 
Europe  have  evidently  taken  since  the 
end  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  must, 
I  am  persuaded,  give  you  all,  as  it  does 
me,  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

«  I  acquainted  you  then,  that  a  Plan  og 
Pacification;  concerted  between  me  and 
the.  States  General  of  the  United  Fro^ 
vinces,  had  been  proposed  to  the  Pfurtie* 
engaged  in  war,  which  had  not  the  meet  to 
prevent  the  opening  of  the  campaign :  the 
armies  took  the  fidd,  and  the  war  waa^ 
carried  on  in  some  parts,  m  such  a  maimer 
as  to  give  very  just  af^prehensions,  that  it 
woulc^  unavoidably  become  genend,  fironr 
an  alMolute  necessity  of  preserving  that 
Balance  of  Power,  on  wnich  the  safety 
and  commarce  of  the  maritime  powers  so 
much  depend. 

^  This  consideration  determined  me  to 
persevere  jointiy  with  the  States,  in  re« 
peating  our  most  earnest  instances  to  the 
contending  parties  to  agree  to  an  armis^ 
tice,  and  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for 
obtaining  a  general  peace,  upon  the  basis 
of  the  plan  we  had  then  proposed  t» 
them. 

<<  Whilst  affisurs  continued  in  this  state 
of  deliberation,  the  heat  and  fury  ci  the 
war  abated ;  and  the  Emperor  and  the 
most  Christian  King,  in  consequence  of 
their  repeated  professions  of  a  sincere  dis- 

C'tion  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  by  an 
Durable  and  solid  peac6,  concerted  and 
agreed  unon  certain  preliminary  Articles  to 
answer  that  most  desirable  qnd.  An  Ar- 
mistice is  since  agreed  to  by  all  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  the  war ;  and  the  contract- 
ing powers,  in  regard  to  the  good  offices 
emfMoyed  by  me  and  the  States,  have  com*- 
municated  to  us,  by  their  respective  mi- 
nisters the  preliminaries;  desiring  our 
concurrence  for  efectuating  a  general 
pacification  upon  the  terms  thereby  sti* 
pulated. 

**  It  appearing  upon  due  examination, 
that  these  Artiaes  do  not  essentially  vary 
firom  the  plan  pr^osed  by  me  and  the 
States,  nor  contain  any  thmg  prejudicial 
to  the  Equilibrium  of  Europe,  or  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  our  respective  sub- 
jects, we  thought  fit,  in  pursuance  of  our 
constant  purpose  to  contribute  our  utmost 
towards  a  pacification,  to  declare,  by  a 
joint  resolution,  to  the  courts  of  Vienna 
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aod  Frafice»  our  a{iprobatioD  of  the  said 
prelimmariesy  and  our  readiness  to  concur 
in  a  treaty  to  be  made  for  bringiDg  th^n  to 
perfection. 

**  These  Preliminaries  have  been  like- 
vise  communicated  to  the  kings  of  Spain 
and  oi'  S^inia;  and  although  those 
princes  have  not  as  yet,  in  form^  declared 
their  final  resolutions  upon  them,  there  is 
great  reason  to  believe  that  the  love  of 
peacOf  their  avowed  dispositions  for  pat- 
tii3g  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  Europe^  and 
the  amicable  interposition  of  commoa 
friends,  will  prevail  upon  them  to  dgree  to 
what  has  been  thus  concerted,  upon  rea- 
sonable security  given  them,  for  the  peace- 
able possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
countries  allotted  to  them. 
:  ^  In  these  circumstances,  my  first  care 
was  to  ease  the  burthens  of  my  people,  as 
soon  and  as  far  as  prudence,  in  the  present 
posture  ai  affiairs,  would  permit.  I  have 
therefore  ordered  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion to  be  made  of  my  forces,  both  by  sea 
and  land :  and  if  the  influence  of  ^e 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  respect 
due  to  this  nation,  have  had  any  share  in 
c(»nposing  the  present  troubles  in  Europe, 
or  preventing  new  ones,  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  ne« 
cessary  to  contmue  some  extraordinary 
expence,  until  there  be  a  more  perfect 
ffecondUjEition  among  the  several  powers  of 
Europe. 

**  Uentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commona; 

<<  I  lutve  ordered  the  proper  officers  to 
lay  before  you  the  Estimates  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  current  3rear ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  my  desires  to  make  the  charge 
of  the  public  as  low  as  possible,  will  find  in 
you  'the  same  readiness  to  grant  the  ne- 
cessary Supplies  with  chearfulness  and 
unanimity.'' 

*^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

^  I  am  willing  to  hope,  this  pleasing 
prospect  of  peace  abroad  will  matly  con- 
tribute to  peace  and  good  harmony  at 
Itorae.  Let  that  example  of  temper  and 
moderation,  which  has  so  happily  calmed 
the  spirits  of  contending  pnnces,  banish 
firom  among  you  all  intestine  discord  and 
;lissension»  Those  who  truly  wish  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  their  country,  can 
never  have  a  more  favourable  opportunity 
than  now  ofibrs,  of  distinguishmg  them- 
gelves,  by  declaring  their  satis&ction  in 
the  progress  already  made  towards  re- 
ttoring  toe  public  tranquillity,  and  in  pro- 
moting what  is  tfill  necessary  tobringitto 
perfection,'' 
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Debate  in  ike  Lord*  an  the  Address  ^ 
Thanks."]  As  soon  as  his  Majesty  was 
withdrawn  the  above  Speech  was  taken 
into  consideratioa  by  the  Lords,  and  the 
same  being  rc»d  to  the  House,  it  waa 
Eioved  as  follows,  viz. 

**  To  order  that  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Ms^esty,  to  return  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  for  his  BMist  gra- 
cious Speedi  from  the  throne  :  to  express 
the  just  sense  this  House  hath  of  his. 
M«esty's  great  concern  for  the  Balance 
of  Euix^,  his  vigilance  to  prevent  a  ge- 
neral war,  and  to  maintain  the  security 
and  commerce  of  his  kingdoms  :  to  de- 
clare their  satisfaction  in  his  Majesty's 
perseverance  to  pursue  these  great  ends, 
by  endeavouring  to  bring  the  contending 
powers  to  an  accommodation,  and  the 
well-grounded  hopes  wliich  they  alwa^ 
conceived,  tliat  toe  good  offices  of  ms 
Majesty  and  the  States  General  would  be 
attended  with  real  and  beneficial  e&cta : 
to  congratulate  his  M^est^  on  the  pleas- 
ing prospect  of  approachmg  tranquillityt 
and  to  express  the  great  satisfiiction  of 
this  House  upon  the  gracious  commu- 
nication made  m  his  speech  touching  the 
preliminary  articles  between  the  emperor 
and  France,  and  the  joint  resolution  taken 
thereupon  by  his  Majesty  and  the  States : 
to  aclmowledge,  with  the  greatest  grati- 
tude, his  Majest^s  tender  care  <x  his 
people,  in  preservmg  to  them  the  blessings 
oF  peace ;  and  to  declare  that  this  House 
sees  with  pleasure,  in  our  present  situation, 
the  happy  effiscts  of  the  extraordinary  sup* 
plies  or  late  years  granted  by  Parliament : 
to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this 
House,  for  the  orders  given  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  his  forces ;  assuring  him,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  tliat  this'  House  wiU 
zealously  and  chearfully  concur  in  all  sudh 
measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  safety  of  his  Majesty's  kingdoms,  and 
to  continue  the  just  influence  <h  his  crown 
among  the  powers  abroad :  to  promise  hia 
Majesty,  that  this  House  will,  to  the  ut-. 
most,  promote  good  harmony  and  unani- 
mity at  home,  and  demonstrate,  by  all 
then*  actions,  how  much  they  have  at 
heart  the  effectual  support  of  his  Majesty 
and  his  government,  the  preservation  eif 
the  Protestant  Succession  and  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  their  country." 

To  this  Motion  several  objections  were 
made  ;  and  in  particular  it  was  proposed 
to  leave  out,  in  the  fifth  paragraph,  these 
words^  viz.  **  And  to  decja^  that  this 
**  House  sees  with  pleasure,  in  ourpreseni 
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^  sttuatton,  the  bappy  effects  of  the  extra* 
«  ordinaiy  supplies  of  late  years  granted 
*•  by  parliaments.'* 

The  Arguments  made  use  of  in  support 
of  this  Amendment,  were  in  substance  as 
follow : 

My  Lords ;  By  the  ancient  usage  of  this 
House,  no  speech  from  the  throne  was 
crer  taken  into  consideration  the  same  day 
it  was  made.  Our  ancestors  were  not  so 
complaisant  as  to  make  any  compliments 
.even  to  the  throne  itself,  without  having 
first  maturely  weighed  the  subject  upon 
which  they  were  to  make  those  compli- 
ments ;  and  therefore  they  always  appomt- 
ed  a  day  for  taking  his  Mmesty's  Speech 
into  consideration ;  in  order  that  those 
lords,  who  knew  nothtns  of  the  speech  till 
tttey  heard  k  from  the  Uirone,  raisht  have 
time  to  peruse  it,  and  to  consider  what 
mi^t  pr<merly  be  said,  by  way  of  return. 
This,  my  Loras,  was  the  ancient  custom, 
and  this,  I  must  think,  was  more  con- 
Astent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  House,  than  the  method  we  have  late- 
W  felleja  into,  of  taking  his  Majesty's 
Speech  immediately  into  our  consideration, 
and  agreeing  to  such  an  Address  as  some 
lords  may  be  pleased  to  propose,  befbrewe 
can  possibly  have  time  to  consider  whether 
it  be  proper  or  noL  For  this  reason  I 
could  wish  we  would  return  to  our  ancient 
custom,  and,  instead  of  agreeing  or  disa- 
greeing to  the  motion  now  made,  appoint 
a  day  tor  taking  his  Majesty's  Speech  into 
our  consideration,  and  order  the  House  to 
be  summoned  for  that  puroose. 

As  I  knew  nothing  of  tne  contents  of 
his  Majesty'*  Speech,  till  I  heard  it  from 
the  throne,  it  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  pre- 
sumed that  I  can  state  my  objections  to 
the  address  now  proposed,  in  such  a  regu- 
lar manner  as  i  might  do,  if  a  day  were 
appointed  for  our  t^ng  the  speech  into 
consideration  :  1  believe  there  are  a  great 
many  other  lords  in  the  same  circum- 
stances with  me :  and  although  we  had,  in 
a  private  manner,  been  fully  informed  of 
the  contentf  ^fthat  speech  which  was  to 
be  made,  yftllMo  not  think  it  regular  or 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  this  House, 
to  proceed  upon  any  such  private  informa- 
tion. As  members  of  this  House,  we  can 
have  nothing  under  our  consideration,  nor 
ought  we  to  form  an  opinion  or  a  resolution 
about  any  thing,  till  it  has,  in  a  proper  and 
regular  manner  been  laid  before  the  House 
and,  in  this  light,  I  am  of  opinion  none  of 
jf our  lorddiips  can  say,  that  you.  have  fully 


and  maturely  considered  the  speedi  now 
before  you  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  am  sure  I 
cannot ;  but,  even  frtmi  the  little  time  I 
have  had  to  consider  the  Speech  and  the 
Address  now  moved  for,  I  am  sure  I  can-^ 
not  pretend  to  say,  that  my  hopes  have 
been  answered  by  the  peace  that  has  been 
concluded,  or  by  any  thins  else  that  hav 
happened ;  for  I  must  say,  I  could  never 
form  any  hopes  from  the  measures  we  have 
taken,  or  from  any  account  of  our  late 
transactions,  that  has  ever  been  laid  before 
this  House;  and,  I  bdieve,  there  are  man j 
of  your  lordships^  who  have  always  been 
of  the  same  opinion  with  me  ;  therefore,  if 
we  resolve  to  mention  in  our  address,  any* 
thing  about  om*  hopes,  I  think  we  ought  to 
say,  thatby  various  hidden  causes,  and  ex* 
traordinary  incidents,  Providence  has  been 
pleased,  without  any  merit  in  us,  to  bring 
about  a  peace,  fiir  beyond  our  hopes,  and 
even  contrary  to  our  expectations*  A 
peace,  my  lK>rds,  has,  it  is  true,  been 
Drought  about,  but  I  am  very  certain,  we 
cannot  say  it  is  a  good  peace  for  this  na* 
tion  ;  and  I  am  much  afraid,  it  wiU  not  be 
so  lasting  as  some  people  may  peihapa 
imagine. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  it  has  always  been 
said  that  no  expressions  in  our  address  of 
thanks,  for  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  can  any  way  tie 
up  or  controul  the  future  proceediiigs  or 
res<^utions  of  this  House ;  yet  I  hope  we 
shall  ahrays  take  care,  not  to  put  any  ex- 
pression or  allegation  in  an  address  of  thia 
House,  which  the  generality  of  the  worid 
knows  to  be  fyse :  and  for  this  reason,  I 
cannot  agree  to  put  any  words  into  our 
address,  which  may  seem  to  insinuate,  that 
the  peace  was  owing  to  any  preparations 
made  by  us,  or  to  any  supplies  granted  by 
former  parliaments.  Can  it  be  pretended^ 
that  there  is  the  least  ground  for  any  such 
insinuation  ?  can  it  be  said  that  our  add* 
ing  6  or  7,000  men  to  our  land  forces,  had 
so  frightened  France,  as  to  make  them 
give  up  any  of  those  pretensions  they  had 
seriously  at  heart  ?  can  it  be  alleged,  tiiat 
our  squadrons  made  them  give  up  the  af- 
fair of  Poland,  when  the  whole  world 
knows,  we  never  sent  so  much  as  one  ship 
into  the  Baltic  ?  or  can  it  be  said,  that  our 
squadrons  set  limits  to  any  of  their  designs 
in  Italy,  Mrithoutever  appearing  in  the  Me- 
diterranean? My  Lords,  whatever  his 
Majesnr's  endeavours  were,  we  may  judge 
from  the  event,  that  he  could  have  no 
hand  in  the  peace  that  has  been  concluded ;  - 
for  I  am  convinced  his  Majesty  never  did, 
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nor  ever  wVHild  use  the  least  endeavouf,  for 
annexing  to  the  crowB  of  France  for  erer, 
the  whole  dominioni  of  the  duke  of  Lor- 
vaine :  this,  my  Lords,  is  a  cession,  which 
this  nation,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  Europe, 
nay  soon  have  reason  to  repent  of.  It  is  a 
measure,  which  I  am  sure  his  Majesty 
would  never  pro[>06e  or  countenance  ;  and 
if  any  of  his  ministers  did  so,  I  caU  upon 
them  now  to  declare  it :  but,  my  Lords, 
I  beUpe  no  one  of  them  will  dare  to  own 
any  such  thing ;  and  as  this  was  apparently 
the  motive,  whidi  induced  France  to  sa- 
crifice all  her  other  views,  as  well  as  most 
of  the  views  of  her  AMies,  how  can  we  say 
in  our  address,  with  any  i^)pearance  of 
truth,  that  the  peace  was  owing  to  our  pre- 
parations, or  to  any  of  his  Majestv's  endea- 
vours ?  Or  how  can  we  from  tnence  de- 
.  elare,  that  we  see  with  pleasure,  the  happy 
effecUof  the  extraordinary  stmplies  of  late 
jrears  granted  by  parliaments  r  Therefore, 
4f  your  lordships  are  resolved  to  agree  im- 
mediately upon  an  address  of  thanks,  I 
hope  you  wiD  leave  these  words  out  of  your 
address  ;  for  I  cannot  think  any  of  your 
lordships  will  say,  you  see  with  pleasure 
the  dominions  of  France  enlarged,  by  die 
accession  of  such  an  extensive  and  conveni- 
ent country  as  that  of  the  duchy  of  Lor- 
min* 

'  The  Answer  was  in  substance  as  follows: 

Whatever  the  ancient  custom  may  have 
been,  my  Lords,  with  relation  to  the  ^ 
pointing  a  day  to  take  his  Majes^'s  qpeech 
mto  consideration,  it  is  certam  this  custom 
has  been  long  laid  aside;  for  it  must  be 
granted,  |hat  not  only  for  a  great  many 
years,  but  even  for  a  great  many  reigns, 
the  custom  and  usage  of  this  House  has 
always  been  to  take  his  Majesty's  speech 
immediately  into  our  consideration,  and  to 
order  an  aadress,  by  way  of  return  thereto. 
This  1  say,  my  Lords,  has  been  the  unin- 
terrupted custom  for  many  reigns;  and 
now  to  deviate  from  that  custom,  or  to  re- 
assume  an  old,  obsolete  custom  upon  the 
present  occasion,  would  certainly  look,  as 
if  we  disapproved  of  some  of  the  measures 
lately  taken  by  his  Majesty,  and  would  be 
in  some  manner  oftring  a  sort  of  indignity 
to  him ;  which  I  am  persuaded  no  one  of 
your  lordships  has  the  least  inclination  to 
offer;  and  for  this  reason  I  hope,  neither 
the  noble  lord  who  proposed  it,  nor  any 
other  of  your  lordships  will  insist  upon  the 

SuestioD,  for  appointing  a  day  to  take  his 
lajesty's  q>eecn  into  consideration, 
.Iftliere  wera  any  thing  very  dark  and 
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intricate  m  his  Majesty's  speech,  or  in  tfact 
motion  now  made  tp  you  tor  an  Address; 
if  any  thing  in  the  actdress  could  be  of  amr 
great  consequence,  or  have  any  great  ef- 
fect upon  future  proceedings,  there  might 
be  some  reason  for  our  taking  some  time 
to  consider  bis  Majesty's  speech,  as  well 
as  the  address  proposed  to  be  made  Ufoa 
the  present  occasion.  But,  in  my  opinion, 
and,  I  believe,  in  the  opinion  of  most  Lords 
of  this  House,  there  is  not  the  least  ob- 
scurity or  ambiguity  in  any  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's speedi,  or  of  the  motion  now  made 
to  us ;  and  as  no  expression  we  can  put 
into  Uie  address,  nor  any  compliment  we 
may  make  upon  such  an  occasion,  can 
have  the  least  influence  upon  any  of  our 
future  proceedings;  theretore  we  have  the 
less  reason  to  be  so  mighty  cautious  of 
what  we  shall  say  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion* 

That  peace  is  more  desirable  than  war, 
is  what  I  believe,  will  be  granted  by  eveiy 
one  of  your  lordships ;  and  it  wil^  I  be- 
lieve, likewise  be  granted,  that  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe  was  lately  in  great 
dai^^  of  being  over-turned,  and  that  this 
nation  was  lately  in  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  being  involved  in  a  bloody  and 
expensive  war.  The  restoring  of  the 
peace  of  Europe,  the  preserving  and  re-^ 
estabUshing  the  balance  of  power,  and  the 
preventing  this  nation's  bemg  invcdved  in 
a  war,  are  effects  which  all  mankind  must 
acknowledp^e  to  be  happy,  and  they  are 
effects,  which  have  been  lately,  some  way 
or  another,  brought  about.  For  nay  own 
part,  I  am  convinced  they  are  the  efiecti 
of  the  extraordinary  supplies  of  late  years 
granted  by  the  pariiament  of  this  kingdom, 
and  I  shall  contmue  to  think  so,  till  I  see  it 
demonstrated,  that  they  have  proceeded 
from  some  other  cause.  The  addii^  of 
6  or  7,000  vaoi  to  our  land  forces,  was  not 
in  itself,  it  is  true,  of  any  great  consequence 
to  France,  or  to  any  other  power  of  Eu- 
rope; but  the  malun^  of  tnat  addition, 
and  our  contracting  with  the  king  of  Den- 
mark for  some  of  his  troops^  shen-ed  that 
we  were  in  earnest,  and  thil  we  resolved 
to  enter  into  the  war,  for  anp^orting  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  as  soon  as 
we  should  observe,  that  either  <k  the  parties 
had  any  views,  which  were  inconsistent 
with  the  preservation  of  tha^  balance ;  in 
which  ^:ase  we  could,  and  we  certainly 
would  have  entered  into  the  war,  wilh  a 
body  of  70,000  men,  or  perhaps  170,000 
in  case  of  necessi^.  This,  my  Losdh 
France  very  well  knew,  and  this,  pichapS| 
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midelh«tA  ^^6  up  »ortie  of  tho6e  preten- 
sionS)  they  had  at  first  seriously  at  heart, 
or  at  least  prevented  their  having  any  pre- 
tensions seriously  at  hecffty  which  were  in- 
consistent wkh  tnat,  they  saw  us  preparing 
to  support  and  defend. 

AKhoug^h  none  of  our  squadrons  ap- 
peared either  id  the  Mediterranean  or  the 
Saltic,  yet,  fny  Lords^,  I  tioi  fimJy  per- 
suaded, that  Our  fitting  out  luid  prepiarfng 
pow^erfbi  sqnadr(Hi8,  a^  <mr  havuig  them 
r^ady  to  sail  et^ietf  to  tite  Meditettaneim 
fit  the  Bakic,  as  we  sho^uM  fimi  occasion, 
not  only  set  limits  to  the  designs  of  France 
txiA  her  allies  in  Italy,  hut  actually  kid 
«h«fti  uAder  a  necessity  of  dcp^rfang  from 
#Mit  scheme,  relating  to  Ute  partition  of 
IMv,  which  they  hafdfbrmedto  themselves 
8l€he%e|innineOf  theWar:  And«e9tothe 
Miir#f  rolanc^  though  we  did  not  send 
a  ship  into  the  Bakic,  yet  we  know  k  was 
pttbUc>y  reported,  that  our  having  fitted 
-dttt  ihiCT  a  powerful  squa^xHi,  prevented 
iSMi  French  from  sencBng  their  Brest^squa- 
dronto  the  rcKef  of  Dtmtzick ;  so  that  If 
there  li^as  any  truth  in  <hat  report,  k  may 
feie  pToperfy  eiiovgh  said,  that  our  squft- 
Aronsmade^emgiveupthe^&irof  Poland . 

Wfth  respect,  my  Lords,  to  the  treaty 
of  peace  that  has  been  conduded,  I  shaft 
not  pretend  to  determine,  by  what  means. 
Or  by  whose endeAvoiirsk  has  been  brought 
9he/\il ;  but  I  cannot  think  it  a  peace  of 
Such  dangerous  conse<}uence,  as  some  are 
pleased  to  rq^fese^t:  The  whole  domt- 
Dions  of  Lomtin  sere,  k  is  true,  to  be  an- 
l^exed  to  ^e  crown  of  t'rance  for  ever ; 
Imt  it  cannot  bo  said,  that  France  thereby 
telSiiny  additioh  of  power ;  for  did  she  not 
Mrmefrly  take  possession  cf  all  those  do- 
fflinifms  whenever  she  pleased?  So  t^at, 
6iou^  Frahcfe  by  this  treaty  cf  peace,  ac-  \ 
qtfiresa  new  fightorti^,  yet  it  cannot  be 
iaid,  i!hat  sh^  acquires  Miy  new  or  addi- 
^onal  power;  But  as  this  is  an  ^Smt  quite 
ferdgn  to  our  present  purpose,  Ish^  oniy 
»dd,  that  I  Am  convinceo^  l^re  is  not  a 
lord  in  tihis  House,  who  imagined  four 
motMlffi  since,  that  k  w^  possible  for  the 
emperor  to  have  made  so  good  a  peace,  un- 
less the  maritime  powers  had  actually  en- 
gaged in  -die  war,  and  had  thereby  en- 
rt)fed  him  to  force  ^e  French  and  their 
allies  to  t^pree  to  reasonable  terms.  Yet, 
toy  Lords,  we  find  this  extraordinary  event 
has  been,  some  way  or  other,  brought 
afbont,  widuntt  engaging  either  of  the  ma- 
Ifttime  powers  in  the  war;  and,  in  my  opi- 
liion,  tnis  event,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  is 
^mtir^  owmg  to  t3ie  wisdom  of  his  Ma- 
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jesty^s  conduct,  and  the  good  harmony 
which  has  always  subsiisted  between  him 
and  his  parliament ;  which  harmony,  if  it 
be  continued,  wiQ  certainly  establish  and 
preservethat  peace,  which  hajs  been  brought 
about,  and  will,  at  last,  make  this  a  happy 
and  a  flodrishiAg  kingdom;  therefore,  I 
hope  your  lordships  wul  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion tnat  has  been  made  you,  without  any 
amendment  or  alteration. 

'rhe  Reply  was  tx>  this  effect: 

My  Lords ;  Though  the  custom  of  ap- 
poindu^  a  day  for  taking  his  Majesty's 
speech  into  consideration,  had  been  laid 
asi^e  R>r  ^  much  longer  time  than  it  re^dly 
has,  yet  aa  it  was  a  good  and  a  decent  cus- 
tom, k  ought  tobe  re^assumed;  and  our  re- 
assunung  an  ancient  usage,  which  dl  the 
worldmust  dXl^ff  to  be  a  good  one,caxittever 
look  like  a  diiapprobation  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  measures,  much  less  can  it  be 
looked  on  as  offering  any  indignity  to  him : 
but,  my  Lords,  wh^  we  hear  such  an  argti* 
mentnxade  use  of,  w^enwe  hear  itsaid,th?t 
our  re-assuming  the  ancient  dignity  of  thii 
House,  will  be  ofiering  a  sort  of  indig* 
nity  to  his  Majesty,  it  ought  to  make 
us  cautious  of  ever  Neglecting  or  sus* 
pending  any  of  those  -Ibrms  or  customs, 
wWch  have  been  esf^i^lished  by  our 
ancestors,  fbr  reguhuiug  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Hoobe ;  and  tWs  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  takeparticdar  notice  of  upon 
some  future  occasioii :  for  if  we  be  every 
session,  or  every  pai^ament,  giving  up 
and  never  reassumu^g,  we  litSl  at  last 
have  neither  decency  nor  sdeopity  left  in 
toy  of  Our  proceedii^. 

As  I  have  had  no  time  to  Conaider  either 
the  speech  or  motion,  1  cannot  pretend  to 
determine'  whether  or  no  there  be  any 
thing  dark  or  intttote  in  either  ;  but  the 
easiest  and  most  plain  speech  tha|  was  ever 
composed,  to  a  man  who' has  not  considcff^ 
ed  k,  must  be  ^  same,  as  if  it  were  dark 
and  intricate ;  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can  be  understood,  and  no  man 
who  regards  his  character  will  give  an  an- 
swer or  agree  to  what  he  does  not  under- 
stand. If  there  be  nothing  daric  or  intri- 
cate, eithe^  in  the  speech  or  motion,  the 
less  time  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
them :  but  let  both  be  as  clear  and  intel- 
ligible aspossible,  it  is  reasonable  that  those 
Lords,  who  heard  nothing  of  the  speedi, 
till  they  heard  it  in  this  House,  shoidd 
have  some  time  to  consider  it,  before  they 
be  desired  to  give  their  consent  to  any  an- 
swer that  can  De  made  to  it. 

[3  R] 
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With  respect  to  die  consecpiences  of 
what  we  may  happen  to  insert  m  our  Ad- 
dress, or  the  effect  it  may  have  upon  our 
future  proceedmgs,  considering  how  preci- 

Sitately  we  are  liKe  to  agree  upon  an  ad- 
ressy  I  could  almost  wish  it  were  a  thing 
of  as  little  importance,  as  it  has  been  re- 
presented;   but,    my   Lords,  while  this 
House  preserves  its  honour  and  dignity, 
while  this  nation  preserves  its  freedom,  the 
Address  of  this  House  will  always  be  of 
great  consequence,  and  will  have  a  great 
effect,  not  only  upon  our  own  future  pro- 
ceedings, but  upon  all  the  affiurs  ot  the 
nation ;  nay,  upon  all  the  affairs  of  Europe 
in  gen^.  We  are  not  indeed,  under  any 
absolute  necessity  of  conforming  in  our  fu- 
ture proceedings  to  every  thing  contamed 
in  our  Address  of  Thanks,  for  hra  Majesty's 
most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne ;  but 
•  still  it  must  be  granted,  that  what  we  say 
in  our  Address,  has  an  effect  upon  our  fu- 
ture proceedings,  and  has  been  oflen  made 
use  OT,  as  an  argument  against  our  agree- 
ing to  jpropositions  afterwards  made,  be- 
cause or  their  being  repugnant  to  what  we 
hsA  said  in  our  Address. 
.  We    all    know,  my    Lords,  that    the 
compliments  made  to  his  Majes^  upon 
any  such  occasion,  are  generally  under- 
stood to  be  COTnpfiments  made  to  his  mi- 
nisters; and  if,  m  this  session,  we  should 
enter  imon  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  should  from 
thence  discover  that  they  had  shewn  no 
concern  for ,  the  balance  of  power,  that 
their  negligence  or  their  blunders  had  been 
the'occBsion  of  the  late  war,  and  that  both 
the  securi^  and  the  commerce  of  these 
kingdoms,  liad  been  thereby  brought  into 
the  utmost  danger ;  I  must  beg  of  your 
lordships  to  consider,  how  inconsistent  it 
would  look  for  thia  House,  to  come  to  any 
4iidi  ref(dutions»  after  having  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session  agreed  to  the  se- 
cond paragraph  of  the  motion  now  before 
ybu :  and  upon  such  an  occasion,  would 
not  this  apparent  inconsistency  be  made 
use  of  as  an  argument,  would  it  not  be  a 
prevailing  argument  asainst  your  coming 
to  any  such  resolution? 

But  this  is  not  all :  the  Address  of  tills 
House,  as  long  as  we  preserve  any  charac- 
ter or  reject  in  the  nation,  will  always 
have  a  great  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people,  And  will,  in  some  measure,  influ- 
ence Uie  proceecfings  of  the  other  House : 
nay,  my  Lords,  it  will  have  an  effect  upon 
the  conduct  of  all  the  princes  of  Europe, 
ittd  may  induce  them  to  come  into  such 


measures,  as  pnay  be  hi^y  pr^adlciad  t» 
the  interest  of  this  nation,  and  such  as 
cannot  be  recalled  or  remedied,  by  any  fu- 
ture resolution  of  this  House.  With  res- 
pect to  our  conduct  in  .  the  interval  of 
parliament,  foreign  powers  may  per* 
mips  look  upon  it,  as  the  conduct  of^our 
ministers,  and  not  of  the  nation  ;  and  for 
that  reason,  they  may  suspend  entering 
into  any  measures,  or  coming  to  any  re- 
solutions to  our  prejudice,  till  the  meeting 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament;  but  IP 
they  then  see  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament complimenting  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, and  approving  of  all  they  havo 
done,  they  will  tJien  begin  to  look  upon 
our  past  conduct,  as  the  conduct  of  the 
nation,  and  will  immediatdy  take  their 
measures  or  their  resolutions  according- 
ly. We  have  it,  it  is  true,  in  our  power 
to  depart  from  our  Address  by  a  fu- 
ture resolution,  but  after  the  resolu- 
tions of  foreign  states  are  taken,  afWr 
they  have  concerted  their  measures,  w* 
cannot  make  them  depart  from  sudi  mea^ 
sures  or  resolutions,  by  anv  &ture  resolu- 
tion of  ours;  and  thus,  by  an  ill-timed 
compliment  to  his  Majesty,  or  rather  to 
his  ministers,  we  may  involve  our  country 
in  great  difficulties,  and  brin^  it  to  tb 
utmost  distress. 

Peace,  my  Lords,  is  certainly  a  most 
desirable  thing,  but  it  is  not  always  more 
desirable  than  war  :  if  at  the  mid  of  king 
William's  reign  we  had  thought  a  peace  at 
anv  rate  more  desirable  wan  war,  not 
only  this  nation,  but  perhaps  the  greatest 
part  of  Eusope,  would  long  before  now 
nave  been  slaves  to  France :  we  ou^t  not 
therefore  to  be  so  extremelv  busy  with  our 
congratulations  upon  the  pleasing  prospect 
of  approaching  tranquillity :  we  oiwit  first 
to  examine  what  sort  of  a  tranqumity  we 
are  like  to  have,and  what  the  amsequeoces 
of  it  may  be.  I  shall  readily  agree  with 
the  noble  lord,  that  the  balance  of  power 
was  lately  in  great  dai^r ;  I  shaft  like- 
wise agree,  that  this  nation  was  latdy  ia 
great  danger  of  being  mvolved  in  a  bloody 
and  expensive  war ;  but  I  cannot  agree 
with  his  lordship  in  thinking,  that  in  either 
case  the  dan^r  is  quite  over.  On  the 
contrary,  I  thmk  the.  balance  of  power  if 
brought  into  more  danger  by  the  peace, 
than  it  was  by  the  war :  because,  if  the 
war  had  continued,  it  was  in  our  power  to 
have  recovered  it  from  that  dmiffer,  when- 
ever we  had  a  mind ;  but  it  will  not  be  in 
our  power  whenever  we  have  a  mind,  to 
take  Lorrain  ^m  France,  or  to  get  the 
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emperor^  Poland  and  Muscovy  to  join  with 
us  in  that  undertaking;  and  as  France  was 
before  an  over-match  for  any  power  in 
Europe^  the  additicm  of  any  thing,  even 
tlie  smallest  villa^  to  that  .crown,  is  a  stq> 
towards  overturning  the  balance  of  power; 
but  the  addition  of  such  a  populous  and 
fertile  province  as  the  dukedom  of  Lorrain, 
is  certainly  a  most  wonderful  stride. 

I  am  surprized  to  hear  it  said,  that  France 
acquires  no  new  or  additional  strength  by 
the  surrender  of  Lorrain.  It  is  true,  she 
generally  took  possession  of  it  at  the 
beginning  of  a  war ;  but  as  that  country 
was  generally  rendered  desolate  by  the  war, 
^le  could  reap  little  benefit  by  it  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war ;  and  upon  a 

•peace  she  wan  always  obliged  to  restore  it: 
then  again,  while  that  duchy  continued  in 
the  possession  of  its  own  princes,  and  was  a 
part  of  the  enmire,  it  was  a  barrier  for 
all  that  part  of  Ine  empire  situate  between 
it  and  the  Rhine ;  because  the  seizing  of 
any  place  in  Lorrain  by  France,  was  al- 
ways look^  on  as  a  declaration  of  war,  by 
which  the  princes  of  the  empire  were 
alarmed,  ana  had  some  time  to  put  them- 
selyeB  upon  th^  guard:  but  Lorrain 
bein^  now  ^ven  up  to  France,  its  towns 
will  unmediateljr  be  strongly  fortified,  and 
numerous  garrisons  kept  in  them,  by 
which  France  will  be  enabled  to  surprise 
and  take  possession,  whenever  she  peases, 
of  all  that  part  of  the  empire  between  Lor- 
rain and  the  Rhine ;  so  that  aJl  that  part 
of  the  empire,  will  firom  henceforth  be  in 
the  same  condition  that  Lorrain  formerly 
was;  and  if  Lorrain  was  before  to  be 
looked  on  as  a  i>art  of  the  kingdom  of 
France,  because  it  was  in  her  power  to 
take  possession  of  it  whenever  she  pleased, 
we  must  for  the  same  reason  conclude, 
that  firom  henceforth  the  county  of  Deux 
Fonts,  a  Rreat  part  of  the  electorate  of 
Treves,  of  the  electorate  of  the  prince 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  of  the  bisnopric 
of  Spiers,  of  the  bishopric  of  Worms, 
and  several  other  estates  of  the  empire, 
are  to  be  looked  on  as  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Fiance ;  and  therefore  may  here- 
after be,  without  any  jealousy,  abso- 
lutely surrendered  to  her,  if  ever  the  doc- 
trine should  prevail,  that  there  is  no  difie- 
irence  between  a  violent  possession,  and  a 
ri^tful  undisturbed  possessi^.  But,  even 
with  reapect  to  Lorrain  itself,  the  rightful, 
undisturoed  possession  of  it  will  add  vastly 

'  to  the  power  of  France;  for  even  during 
the  continuance  of  war,  though  France  had 
possession  of  the  country,  she  possessed 


none  of  the  revmmes;  these  having  al-^ 
most  always  been  possessed  by  the  dukes 
of  Lorrain;  whereas  the  revenues  will 
be  nownmch  improved  by  its  beinsno 
longer  the  seat  of  war,  and  will  belong 
to,  and  be  levied  by  France,  both  in 
time  of  war  and  in  time  of  peace ;  from 
whence  we  may,  with  a  great  deal  of  pro- 
babili^  conclude,  that  a  yearly  sum  of  at 
least  ^,000/.  sterling,  will  be  added  to 
the  revenue  of  France  by  the  accession  of 
Lorr^n ;  and  as  by  the  situation  of  Lor- 
rain, tha  frontiers  of  France  will  be  con- 
tracted, rather  tlum  enlarged,  which  will 
prevent  her  being  obliged  to  keep  up  any 
greater  land  force  than  formed^,  we  may 
pi'esume,  that  this  whole  sum  wiU  be  em- 
ployed yearly  to^vards  increasing  and  keep* 
mg  up  ner  n^val  armaments ;  and  how  a 
peace,  which  may  so  probably  increase  the 
naval  power  of  our  greatest  and  most  dai^-* 
gerous  rival,  can  be  called  a  pleasing  pros- 
pect to  Great  Britam,  I  cannot  so  readily 
conmrehend.  From  these  considerations, 
my  Lords,  I  must  leave  it  to  your  lord- 
ships, whether  we  ought  to  burst  oi^  in 
such  raptures  of  joy  on  the  pleasing  pros- 
pect of  approachmsr  tranquillity. 

Now,  my  Lords,  let  us  see  how  we  stand 
with  respect  to  our  own  security  and  com- 
merce :  a  peace  is  concluded,  it  is  true, 
between  the  Emperor  ahd  France,  but  are 
we  included  'm  that  peace  ?  There  were 
before  several  bones  of  contention  between 
us  and  Franoe,  as  well  as  Spain,  and  I  am 
afraid,  they  are  no  way  diminished  by 
our  late  conduct.  If  by  our  powerful 
squadrons  we"  set  limits  to  the  designs  of 
France  and  her  allies  in  Italy,  or  made 
France  give  up  the  affiedr  of  Poland;  if  by 
our  preparations  we  prevented  the  kin^  of 
France  firom  establishing  his  father-in-law 
upon  the  tlirone  of  Poland,  or  the  king  of 
Spain  firom  establishing  his  son  in  theduke- 
doms  of  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Placentia ; 
can  we  expect  -  that  these  disappointments 
will  be  easily  forgiven  or  forgot  ?  And  in 
case  these  powers  should  make  up  the 
little  differences  at  present  subsisting  be- 
tween them,  and  should  join  U^ther  in 
order  to  revenge  themselves  upon  us,  are 
we  sure  of  the  Emperor  for  an  ally  ?  Have 
we,  by  our  late  conduct,  laid  him  under  any 
obligations  of  honour  or  conscience  to  fly 
to  our  assistance ;  or  upon  what  else  does  our 
security  d^nd?  When  to  these  ques- 
tions, my  Lords,  I  have  received  a  satis- 
factory answer,  I  shall  be  ready  to.  ac- 
knowledge, with  the  greatest  gratitude,  the 
tender  care  of  his  IV&jesty's  ministers  for 
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hk  M^jeiN^s  p^ple^  in  preiemng  to  them 
tlie  blessings  of  peace;  and  to  declare^ 
that  I  see  with  pieasune^  in  our  present 
■ituatiQiiy  tiitt  happy  effects  of  tlie  exiraor- 
dinary  siqpplies  ot  late  years  granted  by 
parliamen!^  ' 

I  have,  my  Lords,  as  great  aa  opinion 
of  bis  Majesty's  wisdom  imd  conduct,  as 
any  lord  in  this  House ;  but  for  tbe  wi»* 
dom  and  ecbduct  of  his  ministers,  I  have 
not,  perhaps,  the  same  esteem  that  some 
o^ars  may  have ;  and  since  his  Majesty's 
wisdom  and  conduct  can  never  be  brought 
in  question  here,  since  it  is  the  wisdom 
and  conduct  of  his  ministers  only  that  can 
come  under  our  consideration,  I  have 
treated  the  subject  the  more  freely.  I 
shall  always  be  fond  of  seeing  a  just  and 
true  harmony  between  kis  Majesty  and 
his  people,  as  well  as  his  parliament ;  for^ 
unless  the  harmony  between  the  King  and 
Parliament  be  founded  upon  a  harmony 
between  King  and  people,  we  can  neither 
expect  to  meet  with  trust  or  confidence 
from  our  aHies,  nor  can  we  expect 
to  spread  terror  ax^  dread  among  our 
enemies.  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  taken 
notice  of  what  I  take  to  be  amiss  in  the 
motion  now  before  you ;  I  shall  not  insist, 
either  upon  delaymg  the  consideration  of 
this  matter,  or  upon  any  particular  amend- 
ment;.  because,  from  wnat  I  have  said, 
the  Committee,  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  Address,  will  be  able  to  rec- 
tify the  motion ;  and  I  hope  they  will  take 
care  to  da  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  that  the 
Address  may  be  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Thanhs.']    The 

Suestion  was  then  put.  Whether  an  Ad- 
ress  shall  be  made  to  his  Majesty  upon 
the  foregoing  motion  ?  And  it  being  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative,  without  any  divi- 
sion, and  ordered  accordingly;  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  it  up ;  who 
retired  immeaiately  into  the  Prince's 
Chamber,  and  having  drawn  up  an  Ad- 
dress, it  was  rqMNrted  and  agreed  to  the 
aame  evening,  and  is  as  follows : 
**  Most  gracious  Sovereign , 
**  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  sincere 
and  most  humble  Thanks  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  upon  the  throne.  The 
experience  we  have  had  of  your  Majesty's 
just  apprehensions  of  the  consequences  of 
the  war,  and  of  your  vigilance  to  prevent 
its  becoming  general,  fi&d  our  mbds  with 


the  strongest  assurances,  tbat  the  pteser<» 
vation  of  the  balance  of  power,  and  c^th* 
safety  and  commerce  of  your  kingdoms^ 
were  the  governing  motives  of  your  Ma» 
jesty's  conduct. 

^<  These  principles,  truly  worthy  cf  a 
King  of  Great  Britain,  we  have  se^n  es- 
^Tted  with  a  perseverance  superior  to  aQ 
difficulties,  by  your  uninterrupted  endea* 
vours  to  brine  the  contending  powers  to  an 
accommodation,  in  order  to  the  obtaiaiiM 
a  general  peace :  And  when  we  consideiM 
your  Majesty's  fomness,  and  the  weigkl 
which  this  nation  ought  to  have  in  the 
afl^irs  of  Europe,  we  always  conceived 
well-grounded  hopes,  that  your  royal  wi#» 
dom,  and  the  good  (Jices  employed  1^ 
your  Majesty,  in  conjunction  wkh  m 
States-General,  would  be  attended  wath 
real  and  beneficial  effects. 

<<  Permit  us,  Sir>  on  this  oocasion,  to 
congratulate  your  Majesty  upon  the  W^^ 
able  prospect  of  approaching  tranquUiity, 
which  3FOU  have  had  the  goodness  to  ]ay 
befoveus;  and  to  profess  the  great  satis- 
faction we  foel,  on  your  having  connu- 
nicated  to  us,  that  the  pveliminafy  artidea 
agreed  upon  between  the  Emperor  and  tiie 
most  Christbn  King,  appeared,  upon  a  do* 
examination,  to  be  such,  as  induced  your 
Majesty,  and  the  States,  by  a  joint  reaolu* 
tion,  to  declaim  your  ap^Mrobation  thereof, 
and  your  readiness  to  concur  in  a  trea^ 
to  be  made  for  bringing  this  work  to  per- 
fection. 

«<  The  union  and  harmony,  wiMch  hath 
so  happily  subsisted  between  your  Majesty 
and  that  republic,  will,  we  trust,  be  pro- 
ductive of  sudi  farther  good  conMaueaees^ 
as  may  effectuate  a  general  paeiocation: 
And  the  glorious  ^cample,  n^ich  your 
Mi^esty  ht^  held  forth  to  coiner  princes, 
of  preforring  the  love  of  solid  and  noooor- 
ble  peaoo  to  the  views  of  restless  ambition, 
together  with  the  amicable  interposition 
of  common  friends,  will,  we  doubt  net, 
prevail  entirely,  to  put  an  end  to  the  pm- 
sent  troubles. 

•*  Your  Majesty's  tender  care  of  your 
people,  in  preserving  to  them  ^  blessbgs 
of  peace,  while  other  countries  have  beoi 
harrassed  with  war,  calls  for  our  most 
thankftil  acknowledgments,  which  we  beg 
leave  to  lay  at  your  rey^  foet. 

"  The  extraordinary  supplies  of  late 
years  necessarily  raised  by  your  Parlia- 
ment, however  unwilling  to  burden  ^eir 
feUow-»]bjeets,  have  been  the  wGtnSk  ef 
tlieir  just  oon^denoe,  theft  aU  bowcts  re- 
posed in  your  Majesty,  woidd  be 
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UM  of  only  fbr  the  honoiyrof  your  crown, 
and  the  welfare  c^your  people. 

**  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  we 
BOW  see  the  happy  eflfects  <»  these  mea- 
aures,  in  our  present  situation ;  ]»or  could 
we  entertain  the  least  doubt,  but  that  your 
Majesty  would  improve  the  iSrst  of^ortu* 
nity  to  lessen  this  expence,  as  fer  as  pru-» 
denoc  and  the  posture  of  al^rs  would 
pemut.  In  this  view,  we  beg  leave  to 
return  our  unfeigned  thanks  £»r  the  orders, 
wlueh  your  Majesty  hsith  graciously  been 
plensod  to  ffive  for  making  a  considerable 
reduptioD  or  your  forces  both  by  'Sea  and 
land;  and  we  cannot  accompany  those 
thanks  with  a  more  becoming  proof  of  our 
gratitude,  than  by  assuripe  your  Majesty, 
as  we  Bsost  sinoerely  do,  tns^  we  wiu  zea- 
lously and  dieerfumr  concur  in  all  such 
measures,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  main- 
tasn  the  security  of  your  kingdoms,  and  to 
continue  the  just  iMuence  of  your  crown 
anong  the  powers  abroad. 

**  we  are  deeply  sensibly  of  your  Ma- 
ieetyfs  unweoriod  labours  to  make  us  a 
happy  people.  Nothing  sb^  be  wanting, 
on  our  part,  to  render  those  paternal  la- 
bours eHKsUial,  by  promoting  good  har- 
moi^  and  unanimHy  at  home,  and  by  de- 
monstrating, in  all  our  actions,  how  sted- 
ftstly  we  hafvio  at  heart,  the  zealous  and 
ytgorous  support  of  your  Majesty  and  your 
government,  the  preservation  of  the  "^o* 
testant  succession  in  your  royal  house,  and 
the  peace  and  prosperi^  of  our  country.'^ 

The  Kiit^s  Afuiwer.']    Which  Address 
as  next  &v  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
who  retumea  the  foUowing  Answer : 

^  My  Lords ;  I  return  you  my  Thanks 
for  this  dutiful  and  a^tipnate  Address, 
Nothing  can  give  mc  so  a^nsible  a  plea* 
aure,  as  the  satisfa^lion  you  shew  in  my 
endi^vQurs  for  the  repose  of  Europe,  and 
the  care  I  have  taken  of  tjbue  peace  and 
isrelfare  of  my  kingdoms.  As  I  rely,  with 
the  greatest  coofioeiice,  on  yoiir  support 
in  the  pursuit  of  these  great  ends ;  so  you 
xnay  anrays  depend  on  my  steady  pense- 
vemnoe  in  sucn  nn^ur^  a»  may  most 
efibctuaUy  promoto  and  secure  the  oo^i 
Conimerc^,  and  prospyirity  of  my  people*^ 

The  pnneipal  fipaakers  in  the  dbove 
debate  mr  the  AaEiendraent  to  the  motion 
vere^  ^e  eail  of  Strafford,  the  lord  Car- 
teret, the  earl  of  Chestei^cld,  and  the 
lord  BathursI;  the  principal  Speakers 
against  it  were,  the  auk^  of  I^fwcastle, 
and  the  lord  Hervey.  - 


A.  a  i*m.         i§m 

D^mie  m  the  Cmnmone  em  ^  Addrese 
qf  nanks.'}  Hie  Conomons  being  re«^ 
turned  to  their  House,  and  the  Speaker 
having  reported  his  Majestv^s  S|>eech, 
Mr.  Stephen  Pox  moved,  *<  Inat  an  bum* 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
to  return  his  Majesty  the  Thanks  of  that 
If  ous^  fbr  his  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne :  to  express  their  grateful  sense 
of  his  Majesty's  continued  endeavours  to 
restore  the  puMic  tranquillity,  and  to  avoi4 
involving  this  nation  tmnecessarily  in  the 
ihtal  consequences  of  a  general  war :  to 
congratulate  his  Majesty  upon  the  happ^ 
turn,  which  the  a&irs  of  Europe  had  takeii 
by  their  Imperial  and  most  Christian  Ma« 
jesties  having  agreed  to  preliminary  arti- 
cles for  a  general  pactf  cation ;  and  upon 
the  great  probability  of  their  being  ac-^ 
eep^by  all  the  powers  encaged  in  the^ 
war :  mid  to  declare  from  the  assurances 
his  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  give 
them,  that  those  preliminaries  did  not  es- 
sentially vary  ^om  the  plan  of  pacification 
concerted  and  proposed  by  his  Majesty 
and  the  States  General ;  from  a  just  con- 
fkienee  in  his  Majesty's  goodness,  and  the! 
experience  they  had  of  his  constant  and 
parental  care  m  the  true  interest  of  his 
people,  through  the  whole  course  of  this 
flreat  and  mtricate  work;  and  from  his 
Majesty's  having  dedared,  in  comunction 
with  the  States,  his  approbation  of  the  said 
preliminaries,  as  proper  conditions  of  age* 
neral  pacification ;  that  they  could  make  no 
doubt,  but  they  were  such  as  would  ^ve  % 
general  satisfaction  :  to  return  his  IViajes- 
ty  their  thanks  for  his  early  care  in  easing 
me  burthens  of  his  peopfe,  and  reducing 
a  considerable  number  of  his  forces  both 
by  sea  and  land:  to  assure  his  Majesty 
that  they  would  wkh  great  cheerfum^ss^ 
raise  the  necessary  supplies :  and,  to  tes- 
tify their  gratitude  fVom  a  jdst  sense  of  the 
blessings  they  then  enjoyed,  and  ^om  tho 
prospect  of  ftiture  h^piness,  that  they 
would  support  his  Majesty  in  such  mefi** 
sures  as  should  he  found  reasonable  ^and 
necessary  to  render  that  great  and  desira- 
ble work  perfect  and  lasting." 

Mr^  Fox  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Haiifoury 
Wdliams :  and  lord  TyrconneH  dedaredt. 
That  he  thought  the  peace  was  more  safe, 
honourably  and  glorious,  than  it  was  po»- 
89>le  for  us  to  expect.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion Mr,  Shippen  and  Mr.  Walter  Plumer 
took  notice  of  that  part  of  the  King*u 
Speech,  which  related  to  the  reduction  of 
the  forces,  and  added,  That  they  hoped 
some  whole  re^ments  would  be  reduced. 
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^xiA  not  a  number  of  private  m^n  oidy,  as 
bad  been  formerly  practised  upon  the  like 
occasions;  for  that  the  reducing  of  a 
whole  regiment  would  be  a  much  greater 
saving  to  the  nation^  than  the  reducing  of 
an  equal  number  of  private  men :  that  in 
bur  present  melancnoly  circumstances^ 
every  method  ought  to  be  practised  bv 
which  the  public  money  might  be  saved^ 
in  order  to  apply  as  mucm  as  possible 
yearly  to  the  payment  of  our  public 
debts. 

That  the  advantage  of  reducing  whole 
regimentSi  was  apparent  to  every  gentle- 
man who  would  make  the  calculation ;  for 
by  the  establishment  of  last  year^  a  march- 
ing regiment*  which  consisted  of  815  men, 
cost  the  public  about  15,217/.  yearly;  so 
that  ')£  a  whole  reciment  should  be  re- 
duced, there  would  oe  a  savins  of  15,217^ 
a  year.  Whereas  if  an  equiu  number  of 
private  men  only  be  reduced  from  that 
and  other  regiments,  there  would  be  a 
saving  to  the  public  of  the  pay  of  so  many 
private  men  only,  which  in  a  year  amount- 
ed to  byt  7,427/.  from  whence  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  by  a  reduction  of  8,000  men 
made  by  reducing  whole  regiments,  the 
public  would  save  140,369/.  yearly;  where- 
as, a  reduction  of  8,000  men  made  by  the 
reducing  of  private  men  only,  saves  but 
7S,000/.  yearly ;  so  that  the  difference  to 
the  public  was  a  saving  of  76,369/.  yearly; 
a  saving  wliich  ought  not  to  be  neglected. 
That  though,  for  the  first^  year  or  two, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  issue  near  one- 
half  of  this  sum  yearly  for  ha)f-pay  to  the 
reduced  officers,  yet  in  a  few  years  they 
would  either  die  or  be  incorporated  in  the 
standing  corps;  so  that  we  should  soon 
save  this  whole  sum  yearh^* 

That  it  was  not  possmle  for  them  to 
find  a  military  reason  why  we  ought  to 
keep  up,  and  in  whole  pay  too,  a  greater 
proportion  of  officers  in  time  of  peace  than 
we  did  in  time  of  war ;  and  as  there  was 
no  military  reason  for  so  doing,  peo- 
ple would  be  apt  to  suppose  it  was  aone 
for  a  civil  reason ;  which  was  a  supposition 
injurious  to  his  Majesty,  or  at  least  to  his 
mmisters ;  and  for  that  reason  they  Vould 
in  a  particular  manner  recommend  it  to 
an  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
(sir  Robert  Walpole)  to  reduce  whcde 
corps,  instead  of  reducing  private  men 
only.  Then  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  agreed 
to  without  debate,  and  a  Committee  or- 
dered to  draw  up  an  Address  accordingly. 

The   Common^  Address  of  Thanks.^ 


Common^  Address  qf  Thanks.  [OSS 

Jan.  17<.   llie  ^ommons  presented  their 
Address  as  fdlows: 

**  Most  Ghncious  Sovereign, 

«  We  your  Majestv's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks  for 
your  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

^'  We  are  truly  sensible  of  your  Majes- 
ty's early  endeavours  to  put  an  end  to  tha 
war,  and  can  never  enough  admire  the 
steady  iqpplication,  with  which  you  pur* 
sued  that  great  work,^by  the  joint  interpo- 
sition of  the  good  offices  of  your  Mi^jesty 
and  the  States  General.    < 

^<  And  it  is,  with  the  warmest  gratitude, 
we  acknowledge  your  Majes^s  particular 
care  and  circumi^[>ection,  in  all  prour  pro- 
ceedings, not  to  involve  this  natKm  unne- 
cessanfy  in  the  war ;  when  at  the  same 
time,  your  Majesty  shewed  you  were  not 
insensible  of  the  imminent  danger  that 
threatened  the  liberties  of  Europe,  from  a 
long  continuance  of  it  upon  so  unequal  a 
foot.  A  conduct  wherein  your  Miuestf 
plainly  proved,  you  equally  consulted  the 
immediate  interests  of  your  people,  and 
that  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  upon 
which  the  safety  and  commerce  of  this  na- 
tion so  much  depends.  At  once  saving  this 
nationfrom  all  the  present  calamities<^  war, 
and  trying  to  avert  the  future  necessity  of 
its  bein^  at  last  obliged  to  take  its  share  and 
hazard  m  them. 

«<  We  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  yooi 
Majesty's  wisdom  and  impartiality,  ia 
forming  the  plan  of  pacification,  proposed 
by  your  Majesty  ana  the  States  General, 
to  the  powers  .engaged  in  war ;  which 
although  not  immecU^ely  accepted  by  the 
contending  parties,  nor  answering  the 
desired  eroct  by  preventing  the  opeuiu 
of  the  campaign,  nas  been  so  far  aaq>te^ 
that  the  most  material  and  essential  parts 
of  it  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  pnnces 
originally  and  principally  concerned  in 
this  rupture,  ana  recommended  by  them 
to  then*  allies  as  prelhninary  artides  to  a 
general  pacification. 

^*  Upon  this  hiqppy  turn  the  aflbirs  of 
Europe  have  taken,  we  most  heartily  con* 
gratmate  with  your  Majesty ;  and  when 
we  consider  the  assurances  your  Majesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  as,  that 
these  preuminaries 
from  ttie  plan  of  i 


^reOminaries  oo  not  essentia%  vary 
idfication,  conceited  b j 
your  Mafosty  and  Uie  States  General,  and 
the  rea^  i^probation  your  Majesty  a&d 
the  States  G^ieral  have  given  of^tbaa ;  a 
just  confidence  in  your  wisdom,  and  the 
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experience  we  hsre  of  yodr  constant  and 
paternal  care  of  the  true  interest  of  your 
people,  through  the  whole  course  of  this 
Kreat  and  intricate  work,  leaves  us  not  the 
least  room  to  entertain  a  doubt,  but  that 
the  preliminary  conditions  of  this  pacifica- 
tion, are  founded,  and  so  approvea,  as  will 
hare  g&eral  satisfaction;  in  which  per- 
suasion we  are  farther  confirmed,  by  the 
great  probability  there  appears  to  be  of 
their  being  accepted  and  agreed  to,  by  all 
the  powers  engaged  in  the  war. 

**  The  early  regard  your  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  shew  to  the  wel- 
fsure  m  your  people,  in  taking  the  first  op- 
portunity, on  this  great  and  fortunate 
event,  to  lighten  the  burthen  of  their  ex- 
pences,  by  making  a  reduction  of  your 
forces,  both  by  sea  and  land,  is  such  a 
mark  of  your  care  in  consulting  their  inte- 
rest, ana  of  your  tender  concern  for  their 
ease,  that  we  should  be  as  unjust  to  our 
gratitude,  as  to  your  Majestjr's  eoodness, 
^  we  &Oed  to  testify  the  one,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  other,  in  the  strongest  and  most 
dutiful  manner.  And  as  we  look  upon 
this,  added  to  all  the  other  measures  of 
vour  glorious  and  happy  reign,  as  a  proof 
.that  ue  estimates  for  the  present  year  will 
be  proportioned  to  the  situation  of  affiiirs, 
and  the  purposes  to  which  they  shall  be 
found  necessary ;  so  we  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Maiesty,  that  we  will  cheerfully  and 
e&ctually  raise  such  supplies,  as  the  pos- 
ture of  our  present  happy  circumstances 
shall  require,  and  sufficient  to  support  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  honour  and 
interest  of  your  Majesty^s  subjects  and 
dominions. 

**  And  if  such  motives  could  want  any 
additional  circumstance  to  excite  us  to 
fulfil  our  duty  to  youi;  Majesty  and  our 
country,  the  reflection  on  the  good  effect 
the  extraordinary  supplies,  granted  the 
last  year  to  your  Majesty,  must  have  had, 
in  contributmg  to  bnng  this  long-laboured 
work  to  so  happy  an  issue,  joined  to  the 
consciousness  of  the  influence  your  M^es- 
ty's  counsels  must  ever  have  in  the  amurs 
of  Europe,  whilst  a  loyal  Parliament  shews 
itself  determined  to  support  the  resolu- 
tions of  a  wise  and  cautious  prince,  can- 
not fail  to  operate  with  their  due  weight, 
in  making  us  persevere  in  our  endeavours 
to  "give  a  lustre  to  your  M^esty's  reign 
^road,  eoual,  if  possible,  to  the  liappiness 
we  enjoy  from  it  at  home.*' 

The  King^s  Aiuwer."]  To  this  Address 
Im  Msjeaty  gave  the  fallowing  Answer: 
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^  Gentlemen, 
**  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  duti- 
ful and  Ibyal  Address.  I  am  very  well 
pleased,  tliat  my  endeavours  to  restore  the 
public  tranquiUity  have  met  with  your  ap- 
probation ;  and  you  may  be  assured,  my  fu- 
ture care  shall  be  employed,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  to  render  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope perfect  and  lasting,  and  to  make  yon 
a  flourishing  and  happy  people.'^ 

Petition  relating  to  an  Undue  Election 
for  Yorkshire,!  Jan.  16.  A  Petition  of 
sir  Rowland  Winn,  hart,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  and  return  for  the  county 
of  York*,  which  was  ordered  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  on  the  24th  of 
February. 

Resolution  relating  to  Controverted  Eleo*" 
tions."]  After  debate,  the  Commons  re- 
solved :  **  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted 
Elections  for  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,  or  before  the  Comniittee  of  Privi- 
leges and  Elections,  tlie  Petitioners  do,  by 
themselves,  or  by  their  agents,  within  a 
convenient  time,  to  be  appointed  either  by 
the  House,  or  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard 
shall  be  before  the  House,  or  the  said  Com- 
mittee, deliver  to  the  sitting  members,  or 
their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended 
by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who 
voted  for  the  sitting  members ;  giving,  in 
the  said  Lists,  the  several  heads  of  objec- 
tion ;  and  distinguishing  the  same  against 
the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to ;  and 
that  the  sitting  members  do,  by  themselves, 
or  by  their  affents,  within  the  same  time, 
deliver  the  like  lists,  on  their  part,  to  the 
Petitioners,  or  their  agents.** 

*  "  Of  all  the  namerous  petitioos  in  mat- 
ters of  election  fbr  memlmrs,  that  had  been  left 
ondetermtned  last  session  of  parliament,  none 
engaged  the  public  attention  so  much,  as  that 
of  sir  Rowland  Winn,  against  sir  Miles  Staple<«' 
ton,  for  the  county  of  York ;  and  of  several 
fireeholders  of  the  connty  of  Norfolk,  in  behalf 
of  William  Coke,  esq.  and  William  Morden, 
esq.  against  sir  Edmund  Bacon,  hart  and  Wil- 
liam Wodehonse,  esq.  Both  those  petitions 
weie  thought  to  be  supported  by  the  interest  of 
the  minister,  but  if  they  were,  it  is  certain  it 
did  them  no  service.  The  Yorkshire  petition 
was  voted  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
on  the  24th  of  February,  and  from  the  number 
of  the  voters,  and  the  evidences  concerned,  it 
was  thought  it  coold  not  be  discussed  in  Isss 
dian  two  sessions.'*    Tladal. 
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Ordered,  That  the  LiM«,  wHh  fefipect  to 
tiie  controverted  Ebctioh  for  the  county 
t^  York,  hdw  depending  before  this  House, 
be  delitered  bj  dd«  day  three  w^ks. 

'  Dtbate  on  t  Petition  complaining  of  an 
itndtte  EkcHon  for  Nor/otk.']  Jan.  19. 
A  Petitkm  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and 
totherfreehdden  of  die  county  of  Norfblk, 
whose  names  were  dieretmto  tfubscribed, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  a  great  number 
taore  of  thefreeholdel^  of  the  said  County, 
complaining  of  an  undue  Election  and  re- 
turn f5^  the  said  County,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read;  and  a  motion  bein^ 
ttiade  for  hearing  the  matter  of  the  said 
Petition  at  the  bar  of  the  House  on  the 
48th  of  February, 

Sir  John  H^fnde  Cotton  stood  up  and 
•aid: 

*  Sir ;  t  am  surpf ised  to  hetir  mich  a  mo- 
tion made,  considering  the  House,  but 
three  days  since,  appointed  die  Toikshire 
PMitiotfi  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  on  the  S^th  of  next  month,  which 
is  but  two  days  before  the  day  now  moved 
for  hearing  the  Norfolk  Petition.  This 
looks  as  if  the  honourable  gentleman  ima^ 
fined,  that  we  couhi  ffo  through  the  York* 
ihire  Petition  in  two  days ;  whereas,  in  my 
ofHnion,  if  we  examine  into  it  as  we  ought, 
and  as  I  hope  we  wiU,  ii  will  take  us  up 
t#o  years,  or  at  least  the  usual  time  of  two 
Sessions.  I  confess.  Sir,  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  be  let  into  the  secrets  of  any  of 
the  Yorkshire  Petitioners,  but  I  beUeve  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  made  the  mo«- 
tion,  is  thoroufffdv  acquainted  with  their 
real  and  most  bidden  designs ;  theref(H«, 
ftom  his  making  indi  a  motion  as  he  has 
been  just  now  pleased  to  make  you,  I  mu^ 
eondnde,  that  the  Yorkriike  Petitioners 
are  resolved  to  drop  their  Petition,  in  case 
they  should  find  themselves  unable  to  carry 
some  very  remarkable  question  the  first  or 
second  day*  If  this  be  really  the  case,  the 
lM>noiirabfe§eiitleiiiaBw«smHioh4nthe  righl; 
temalte  y«ii  audi  a  motion  ai  he  has  dene, 
with  f^gard  to  the  Norfolk  Election ;  t«t 
Mille  yftt  are  members  of  this  House,  I 
think,  w^  ought  upon  no  occasion  to  be 
directed,  in  our  way  of  votmg,  by  the  pri- 
Yate  qnnion  or  secret  knowl^ge  of  otner 
mea ;  and  thetefore  if  the  honourable  gen- 
llenuui  kno#s  of  any  such  secret  with  ne- 
gsrd  to  the  Yorkshire  Petkien,  he  will 
•cmd  up  Qgini  aid  acquaint  the  House 
irith  it,  iStM  we  may  have  1^  sameredsofi 
iot  agreeing  to  his  motion,  whicli  he  had 
for  D^ddog  it. 


Mr.  PtMtney  stood  up  next  and  said : 
Sir  ;  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  so  many 
Petitions  complaining  of  undue  elections 
and  returns  for  counties;  for  tAe  expence 
of  controverting  sudi  elections  h  so  great, 
that  it  is  impossible  any  gentleman  can 
bear  to  pay  the  whole  out  i^i  hi^  private 
fofUme.    As  the  case  stands  at  present, 
whenever  the  election  for  a  county  comes 
to  be  controverted,  the  expence  nrast  ne* 
cessarily  be  raised  by  a  general  contribu* 
tion  amonfip^thefteehol&rsof  &e  county; 
and  it  will  not  signify  much  to  ease  the 
landed   gentlemen  of  a  shilling  in   the 
pound  land-tax,  if  by  the  controverting  of 
elections  they  shall  be  ob%ed,  once  in 
every  parliament,  to  tax  thmse^ves,  per^ 
haps  inien  tnnes  th^  sum,  for  t^pporting 
the  rights  of  their  country*— -IriJuSttoe  may, 
it  is  true,  be  sometimes  done  by  the  re* 
turning  officers  for  cotmties,  lis  well  as  by 
the  returning  officetis  fbr  boroughs.    But 
as  there  are  such  a  grtat  number  of  voten 
for  every  county,  as  rimost  every  frtje* 
holder's  right  of  votin^^must  be  examined 
into,  before  the  injustice  of  the  returning 
officer  can  be  detected,  and  as  the  naming 
of  that  returning  officer  depends  eatirelj 
ujpon  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  tfie  elec- 
tion for  all  the  counties  in  England  i$  cer- 
tainly very  precarious.    And  when  any  in- 
justice is  done,  the  discovering  of  it  is  so 
troublesome  txA  expensive,  that  no  pri- 
vate man  can  well  undertake  it :    in  such 
circumstances,  it  will  always  be  easy  Ibr 
the  ministers  of  the  crown  to  appoint  wbo 
shdl  be  the  knights  of  any  rfiin^,  when- 
ever tliey  have  a  mind ;  for  if  the  return- 
ing officer  makes  an  undue  return  accord- 
mg  to  their  orders,  it  is  aimost  impoKible 
to  d&cover  the  inj'UKtice  dotie  by  nim,  so 
as  to  subject  him  todieponishmentinflicted 
bylaw;  and  if  the  returning  officer  shotdd 
happen  to  chsobey  their  draets,  it  is  but 
making  their  candidates  petition,  by  whidi 
the  gentlemen  fightfUly  chosen,  and  didy 
returned,  will  be  put  to  such  an  e^ence 
In  v^ffondmg  their  i*ignt,  that  no  man  w31 
t^iereaHer  cao^e  to  stand  for  any  counlr 
in  opposition  to  the  court-interest.    This 
injustice  in  the  t>etunring  officers,  as  weU 
{n  this  expence  to  the  gentlemen  chosen 
or  petitioning,  might,  in  my  opinion,  be 
easily  prevented  by  a  few  small  amend- 
ments to  the  laws  now  in  being  for  ref- 
lating elections ;  (or  if  the  oath  to  be  taEen 
by  freeholders,  on  occasion  of  their  oommg 
to  vote  at  any  election,  were  made  a  little 
more  fidl  and  explidt,  no  man  would  dare 
to  take  it&lsdy,becaate  it  would  be  easy 
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to  convict  him  of  perjury ;  and  those, 
against  whom  he  voted,  would  always  be 
ready  to  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
the  prosecution ;  in  which  case  the  taking 
of  tne  oath  might  be  made  final  and  con- 
clusive as  to  the  person's  right  of  voting, 
so  that  the  right  of  any  freeholder  to  his 
vote  at  an  election  would  never  come  to 
be  controverted  at  the  bar  of  this  House ; 
and  then  it  would  be  easy  to  detect  the 
returning  officers,  if  they  committed  any 
iDJusljce,  and  the  controverting  of  elec- 
tions would  not  be  near  so  tedious,  trou- 
blesome, or  expensive  as  it  is  at  present. — 
As  the  case  now  stands,  Sir,  the  expence 
of  conti-overting  a  county  election  is  most 
^ievous  and  most  terrible ;  and  as  the 
county  of  Norfolk  is  one  of  tlie  largest 


a  new  election,  as  they  did  upon  the  for- 
mer ;  for  every  one  knows  that  on  such 
occasions  many  promises  are  made  by 
those,  who  do  not  depend  upon  their  na- 
tural interest,  but  upon  the  unnatural  and 
acquired  interest  they  may  have  by  means 
of  the  many  posts  and  preferments  they 
have  at  their  disposal :  And  1  have  heard, 
that  many  promises  were  made  upon  the 
last  election  for  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
which  have  not  been  performed;  from 
whence  it  is  presumed,  that  the  persons  to 
whom  those  promises  were  made,  and  who 
were  thereby  induced  to  vote  contrary  to 
tlieir  inclinations,  will  upon  a  new  election 
vote  according  to  conscience.  This,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid,  is  the  true  reason  for  renewing 
the   petition  from  that  county,  nowith- 


and  most  populous  counties  in   England,  •  standing  its  being  certain  that  the  hearing 


the  expence  of  controverting  the  election 
for  that  coun^  must  be  much  greater  than 
most  others;  but  if  you  appoint  the  peti- 
tion from  that  county  to  be  neard  in  so  ^tw 
days,  after  the  day  on  which  you  have  ap- 
pomted  the  Yorksnire  petition  to  be  heard, 
you  would  greatly  enhance  even  that 
greater  expence;  because  both  the  sitting 
member  and  the  petitioners  for  Norfolk, 
must  have  their  lawyers,  agents,  witnesses, 
and  all  the  other  implements  of  a  con- 
troverted election,  attending  in  town,  and 
living  at  theii*  expence,  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  controversy  about  the  York- 
shire petition.  This,  I  say.  Sir,  must  be 
the  case,  at  least  of  the  sitting  member, 
(sir  Edmund  Bacon)  because  1  am  pretty 
well  convinced  he  is  not  in  any  concert, 
nor  knows  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  peti- 
tion's for  Yorkshire ;  and  the  lapng  him 
under  such  an  extraordinary  expence,  or 
indeed  under  any  expence,  is  the  more  un- 
necessary, because  the  only  gentleman, 
whose  right  seems  to  be  controverted,  is 
now  dead,  (Mr.  Wodehouse)  by  which 
means  the  petitioners  and  tneir  friends 
might,  if  they  pleased,  have  an  opportunity 
of  tr}ang  their  mterest  in  the  county  by  a 
new  election,  without  putting  themselves 
to  the  trouble  or  charge  of  controverting 
the  former;  but  it  seems  the  petitioners 
know  that  the  expence  of  controverting 
the  former  election,  great  as  it  must  be, 
will  be  less  to  them  than  the  expence  of 
a  new  election;  which,  by  the  by.  Sir, 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  demonstration  that 
their  natural  interest  in  the  county  is  not 
much  to  be  depended  on. — ^But  to  this, 
Sir,  I  must  add,  that  I  have  been  informed, 
and  really  believe,  that  the  petitioners 
could  not  make  near  so  good  a  snow  upon 
[VOL.  IX.] 


of  these  petitions  will  cost  them  more  than 
anew  election  can  naturally  cost  them; 
notwithstanding  its  being  certain,  that  a 
new  election  would  bring  their  candidates 
sooner  to  their  having  scats  in  this  House,, 
than  they  can  be  by  the  hearing  of  the 
petition ;  and  I  must  say,  that  tlie  motion 
now  made  to  us  seems  calculated  for  no- 
thing, but  that  of  laying  Ahe  sitting  mem- 
ber and  his  friends  under  a  necessity  of 
yielding  to  the  petitioners,  rather  than  be 
at  the  expence  of  trying  the  merits  of  the 
last  election  at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  Mr.  Win- 
nington,  sir  William  Yonge  and  other 
members, 

That  it  was  impossible  to  foretel  how 
long  the  hearing  of  the^  Yorkshire  Petition 
would  last ;  but  they  could  not  imagine  it 
would  last  near  so  lone  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  seemed  to.mtimale ;  for  as  the 
controverted  votes  on  both  sides  would  be 
very  much  reduced,  and  fuUy  ascertained, 
by  the  lists  that  were  to  be  mutually  deli- 
vered, they  could  not  think  that  dispute 
would  take  up  many  days,  much  less  se- 
veral weeks  :  that  they  would  readily  join 
in  any  measures  for  preventing  the  injus- 
tice of  returning  omcers,  as  well  as  for 
makine:  the  controverting  of  county  elec- 
tions short  and  easy ;  but  the  controverted 
elections  then  depending  could  not  be  re- 
gulated by  any  such  measures :  and  as 
many  of  the  freeholders  of  Norfolk  had 
complained  of  injustice  done  them  at  the 
last  elections,  it  was  a  duty  inciunbent 
upon  them,  a^  members  of  that  House,  to 
hear  their  complaints,  and  give  the  com- 
plainants such  redress  as  they  should  find 
them    intitled   to:  that  this    they  werf 
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obliged  to  do  witli  all  possible  dispatch  ; 
and  if  the  hearing  of  the  Yorkshire  Peti- 
tion should  last  two  or  three  days,  which 
might  probably  be  the  case,  it  would  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  people  of  Norfolk  to 
put  off  the  hearing  of  their  complaints  for 
two  or  three  weeks  :  that  they  knew  no 
more  of  the  secrets  of  the  Petitioners  for 
Yorkshire,  than  any  othc  r  gentleman  of 
that  House,  so  that  their  moving  for  having 
tlic  Norfolk  Petition  heard,  so  soon  after 
the  day  appointed  for  hearing  the  York- 
shire Petition,  could  proceed  from  nothing 
.but  their  greiit  desire  to  do  justice  to  Ihe 
"Norfolk  Petitionee,  and  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, with  all  possible  dispatch  :  that  if  the 
petitioners,  their  lawyers,  agents,  and  wit- 
nesses should  be  obliged  to  attend  in  a  few 
days  before  their  affair  could  be  brought 
on,  it  was  an  inconvenience  which  could 
not  be  avoided  ;  it  was  an  inconvenience 
which  people  had  always  been,  and  must 
always  oe  subject  to,  in  all  courts,  and  in  all 
sorts  of  causes ;   for  unless  people  were 
subjected  to  such  an  inconvenience,  every 
court  of  judicature  in  the  kingdom  would 
often. be  put  to  a  full  stop,  w-hich  would 
make  it  impossible  to  admmister  justice  to 
all  those  who  might  be  obliged  to  sue  to 
such  courts  for  justice  ;  bat  whatever  in- 
convenience there  was  in  tliis  respect,  it 
lay  heavier  in  the  present  case  upon  the 
Petitioners  tlian  it  could  do  upon  the  sit- 
ting member;    because    the   Pettttonera 
would  be  obliged  to  attend  in  town,  from 
the  day  appomted  for  hearing  their  peti- 
tion,   which    they    were    not    otherv/ise 
obliged  to  do  ;  whereas  the  sitting  mem- 
ber was  otherwise  obliged  to  be  in  town, 
in    order  to  attend   the    service   of  the 
House :  that  thev  knew  of  rto  promises 
made  upon  tlie  former  election,  nor  any 
disappointments    neople    had   since  met 
with  ;  but  believea  that  such  reports  were 
without  foundation  :  that  a  new  election 
might  perhaps  be  less  expensive  than  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  last  election  ;  and 
likewise  gentlemen  might  perhaps  come 
sooner  to  their  seats  in  that  House  by  a 
new  election,  than  by  having  their  right 
upon  the   former    election    determined; 
but  if  any  gentleman  had  a  right  to  a 
seat    in   that    House   upon    the    former 
election,  it  was  not  reasonable   to    ex- 
pect that  he  should  give  up  that  right, 
which  he  must  do  by  submitting  to  a  new 
election  :  that  besides,  if  injustice  be  done 
to  him  as  well  as  the  county  upon  the 
former  election,  it  was  a  duty  he  owed 
both  to  himself  and  hii  county,  tQ  prose- 
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cute  the  authors  of  that  itijostice  in  toch 
manner  as  the  laws  of  his  country  direct ; 
and  as  diat  could  not  be  done,  but  by 
bringing  the  merits  of  the  former  dedticm 
to  be  tried  at  the  bar  of  that  House,  thej 
thought  that  the  Petitioneis  were  in  m 
right  to  insist  upon  it :  that  this  was  cer- 
tainly the  duty  of  the  Petitioners,  and  it 
was  their  duty,  as  members  of  that  Hoose, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  affiur  as  soon  ai 
possible,  by  Agreeing  to  the  motion. 

Hereupon  the  motion  wbs  agreed  to 
without  a  division  ;  and  the  Lists  of  con- 
troverted voters  were  ordered  to  be  nwf 
tually  delivered  by  that  day  month. 

,  Debate  on  a  Pelition  cotnjiatning  ^m 
undtie  Election  for  Coventry/.]  The  SBM 
day,  Mr.  Walter  ftuhier  nresented  to  the 
House  a  Petition  of  John  Neale,  es^ 
complaining  of  an  undue  ekctibn  and  re- 
turn for  the  city  of  Coventry  ;  mi  th» 
same  being  read, 

Mr.  Plumer^  stood  up  agaitt  and  said, 
That  thoygh  by  the  forms  of  pfoceedii^ 
in  that  House,  it  was  necessary  for  thePfe- 
titioner  to  present  a  Petition  that  sessiokH 
in  the  very  same  words  with  the  Petition 
presented  Dv  him  upon  the  same  subject 
the  preceding  session,  yet  he  had  not 
given  him  orders  lo  acquaint  the  Hoiue^ 
Uiat  in  order  to  save  trouble  tolihe  House, 
and  not  to  take  up  their  time  any  longet 
than  was  absolutely  necessary,  ^  he  wst 
willing  to  pass  from  every  complaint  in  lA 
Petition  mentioned,  except  so  far  to  re- 
lajpd  to  tlie  qualification  of  John  Bird, 
esq.  one  of  the  sitting  members  fbt  ^ 
said  city  ;  which  was  the  only  complaifit 
he  intended  to  insist  on  at  the  hearing  (f 
the  Petition  i  and  as  the  determining  rf 
that  point  could  not  take  up  sh<Jve  half  «n 
hour  of  their  time,  he  would  therefore 
move.  That  the  Petition  be  heard  at  tte 
bar  of  the  House:**  but  upon  the  question's 
being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negatiVte,  tnd 
the  Petition  was  referred  to  llie  committee 
of  privileges  and  elections. 

Debate  on  a  Petition  contplcimt^  of  en 
undue  Election  for  Hampshre.']  Jan.  21. 
A  Petition  of  Anthony  Chute,  esq.'cOin- 
plaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return 
for  the  county  of  Southampton,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read  ;  and  it  wi« 
ordered,  That  the  matter  of  the  said  Pe- 
tition be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  on 
the  9tli  of  March ;  aftCT  which  it  ^U 
moved  to  order,  That  the  Lists,  with  re- 
spect to  the  said  controverted  etectioo,  ^ 
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4eUyere4  by  that  day  five  w£eks :  here- 
wan, 

Mr.  LidCf  (me  of  the  sitting  metnliers, 
^od  \xp  aud  «aid.  That  he  would  wUliagly 
9uhmit  to  any  qrder  the  House  should 
wsike  upop  that  ocoa^ion,  and  would  he 
ceady  to  deliver  his  LisU  by  any  day  the 
House  should  prefix ;  but  aa.tlie  design  of 
ddiveiing  such  lists  was  to  shorten  the 
disputei  and  to  prevent  taking  up  their 
time  with  inquiries  into  objections  against 
TOterSy  which  were  either  false  or  frivo- 
lousy  the  longer  the  time  was  which  was 
to  be  prefixed  for  delivering  such  lists, 
both  the  petitioner  and  he  would  be  more 
enabled  to  abridge  their  lists ;  and  there- 
£fxre^  \n  order  to  give  the  House  as  little 
trouble  as  ppssib&,  which  he  was  very 
much  inclined  to,  he  hoped  th»  House 
would  give  him  and  the  petitioner  as  much 
time  as  possible  for  making  up  and  deli- 
Tering  their  lists :  that  witli  respect  to  the 
objections  against  the  voters  of  cither  side, 
they  were  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  in- 
finroationjof  others;  and  in  order  to  prer 
Tept  their  being  excluded  &om  objecting 
jtgainst  any  person,  who  was  really  a  bad 
Vf»ter  upon  tne  other  side  of  the  question, 
tbey  were  obliged  to  ^ut  every  man's 
Q^me  in  their  usts,  agamst  whom  they 
pould  hear  of  any  sort  of  objection ;  but 
fliat  if  he  had  time,  he  would,  by  himself 
^|ldhis  agents,  inquire  particularly  into 
^rery  objection ;  and  would  put  no  man's 
jmme  in  his  list,  if  upon  sucn  inquiry  he 
should  find  that  the  objection  was  not  suffi- 
^ciently  supported  by  reason  and  evidence, 
by  wiuch  means  he  mi&ht  probably  very 
much  abridge  the  list  he  was  to  deliver ; 
and  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  petitioners 
4oing  the  same :  that  as  there  were  al- 
jready  petitions- from  Yorkshire,  Norfolk 
and  Funtshire,  appointed  to  be  heard 
befoce  the  day  i^pointed  for  hearing  of 
fbe  petition  against  him,  it  could  not  be 
presumed,  that  the  hearing  of  the  petition 
lijgainst  him  would  come  on  upon  uie'very 
day  the  House  had  appointed  for  hearing 
it :  that  therefore  he  taought  it  would  be 
better  for  the  "House  to  suspend  making 
any  order,  for  delivering  lists  of  bad  voters 
for  the  county  of  Southampton,  till  after 
the  determination  of  the  Yorkshire  elec- 
jtioD  at  least ;  fbr  as  the  petition  for  Nor- 
folk, and  that  for  the  county  of  Flint,  were 
both  to  be  heard  before  the  petition  for 
Southampton  could  come  on,  there  could 
be  no  inconvenie>K;e  in  delaying  to  make 
atiy  order  for  delivering  lists  with  reject 
tQ  tbe  last :  because  aner  the  determina- 
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tlon  of  the  Yorkshire  election,  the  House 
might  order  the  lists  for  Southampton  to 
be  delivered  by  that  day  se'r^night ;  and  it 
was  impossible  the  Norfolk  and  Flint  elec- 
tions could  both  be  determined  in  a  week's 
time. .  For  diis  reason,  he  hoped  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would,  for  the  cpnveui- 
ence  of  the  petitioner,  as  well  as  for  his  con- 
venience, and  abo  for  the  sake  of  saving  the/- 
time  of  that  House,  wave  the  mol'an  he 
had  made ;  and  that  the  House  would  sus- 

End  nmking  any  order  for  delivering  the 
ts  for  the  county  of  Southampton,  till 
af^er  the  determination  of  the  Yorkshire 
election. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  Tliat  the  usual 
method  was  for  the  House  to  a})point  e^ 
day  for  delivering  lists  of  all  couatv  elec- 
tions, at  the  same  time  they  appointed  a 
day  for  hearing  the  petition;  that  the 
three  other  county  elections  might  for 
some  reason  or  other  be  put  oft',  or  per- 
haps entirely  dropt,  for  which'  reason  it 
was  necessary  for  those  concerned  in  the 
Southampton  elect ijon,  to  be  fully  prepared 
and  ready  for  the  hearing,  against  tlie  day 
the  House  had  appointed,  which  they 
could  not  be,  unless  the  hats  were  delivered 
against  the  day  then  moved  for;  and  that, 
as  the  sitting  member,  as  well  as  the  pe- 
tioner,  had  already  had  near  a  whole  year 
to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  voters 
and  the  objections  that  could  be^made 
against  any  of  them,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  their  lists  wore  then  as  much  abridged 
as  they  could  possibly  be. 

Then  the  question  being  put  for  de- 
livering the  lists  by  that  day  five  weeks,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Debate  on  a  Petition  complaimng  of  ott 
undue  Election  Jbr  SotUhwark.~]  Jan.  26* 
Mr.  Eversfield  presented  to  the  House  a 
Petition  of  Richard  Sheppard,  esq.  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election,  and  return  for 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly read ;  and  a  motion  being  made, 
and  seconded,  That  the  matter  of  the  said 
petition  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House; 

Mr.  Winnington  stood  up  and  said. 
That  although  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  presented  the  Petition,  had  moved 
to  have  it  heard  at  tbe  bar  of  the  House  ; 
and  although  that  motion  had  been  se- 
conded, and  very  much  pressed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  was  one  of  the 
sittmg  members  for  Southwark,  and  against 
whom  the  Petition  seemed  to  be  chiefly 
aimed;  yet  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
have  some  regard  to  tbe  honourable  gen- 
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tleman  in  the  chair,  to  whom  every  elec- 
tion heard  at  the  bar  was  a  very  great 
fatigue.  Tliat  besides,  they  ought  to  con- 
sidier  their  own  time,  and  how  much  of  it 
would  be  taken  up  in  hearing  the  Petitions 
already  appointed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar, 
insomuch,  that  he  was  afraid  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  go  through  the  pub- 
lic business,  which  could  not  be  put  off  till 
another  session  without  doing  a  very  great 
prejudice  to  the  nation  in  general :  that  as 
there  was  a  vast  number  of  voters  in  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  there  would  of 
course  be  a  very  great  number  of  >vitnesses 
to  be  examined;  and  consequently  a  great 
many  points  of  law  would  probably  arise, 
which  must  be  argued  by  counsel,  and 
many  of  them  might  perhaps  afterwards 
be  argued  for  a  long  tnne  in  the  House ; 
so  that  upon  tlic  whole,  he  did  not  believe 
the  House  could  go  through  that  election 
in  two  or  three  weeks,  even  though  they 
should  adjourn  all  other  business,  and  sit 
upon  it  *  de  die  in  diem.*  For  this  reason 
he  hoped,  that  not  only  out  of  regard  to 
their  Speaker,  but  out  of  regard  to  the 
public,  and  to  the  business  of  the  nation  in 
general,  they  would  allow  that  election  to 

fo  to  their  committee,  where  it  might  be 
card  without  interrupting  the  public  busi- 
ness, without  fatiguing  their  Speaker,  and 
without  doing  any  prejudice  either  to  their 
petitioner,  or  to  the  sitting  member.  Here- 
upon 

Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  stood  up  and 
said: 

Sir ;  Upon  the  present  occasion,  I  can- 
not omit  taking  notice  of  what  happened 
when  the  Yorkshire  petition  was  pre- 
sented. In  the  county  of  York  there  are 
certainly  five  or^six  times  as  many  voters 
as  there  are  in  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
and  therefore,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man be  of  opinion,  that  the  election  of  the 
borough  of  Southwark  will  take  up  two  or 
three  weeks  of  our  time,  he  must  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  the  election  for 
Yorkshire  would  take  up  at  least  three  or 
four  months ;  yet  when  tliat  petition  was 
presented,  I  remember  the  same  hon. 
gentleman  appeared  very  fond  of  having  it 
heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  whence  pro- 
ceeds that  tender  regard,  which  he  ia  pleased 
to  testify  in  the  present  case,  for  .the  hon. 
gent,  in  the  chair,  since  he  did  not  seem 
to  shew  the  least  regard  for  him  in  the 
former  ? 

Mr.  Heathcote  spoke  next : 


Debate  on  the  [1000 

Sir ;  By  an  agreement  between  me  and 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  presented  the  Pe- 
tition, he  promised  to  move  for  its  being 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House :  he  has- 
accordingly  done  so,  and  I  have  seconded 
that  motion ;  after  which  I  am  not  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  attempt 
to  nave  it  sent  to  the  Committee;  for 
when  the  sitting  member,  as  well  as  the 
petitioner,  insists  upon  having  the  Petiti(Hi 
neard  at  the  bar,  I  believe  there  is  no 
example  of  such  a  Petition's  being  le- 
ferrea  to  the  Committee,  I  have  as  great 
a  regard  for  the  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
Chair  as  any  member  in  this  House  can 
pretend  to ;  but  I  know  he  will  grudse  no 
trouble  in  doing  service  to  the  pubhc,  or 
justice  to  any  member  who  thinl^  himsdf 
injured ;  and  in  the  present  case  I  insist 
with  the  more  freedom  upon  havins  the 
Petition  heard  at  the  bar,  because  I  know 
the  contested  rotes  are  but  riery  few ;  so 
that  the  hearing  can  last  but  a  very  &w 
days ;  and  I  have  some  reason  to  expect, 
that  the  Petition  will  be  given  up  even 
before  those  votes  which  are  contested  are 
all  examined  into.^ — But,  Sir,  I  have  ano- 
ther reason  for  insisting  upon  its  bemg 
heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House :  the  Pie- 
tition  which  has  been  publiclv  read  here, 
contains  several  grievous  and  heinous  alle- 
gations against  me,  therefore  I  think  I 
have  a  sort  of  right  to  have  the  truUi  of 
these  allegations  examined  into,  in  the 
same  place  in  which  they  have  been  pub- 
lished; and  I  insist  upon  it,  because,  I 
have  very  good  reason  to  believe,  that 
when  this  is  done  the  Petition  will  appear 
to  be  as^exatious  as  any  ever  presented  to 
this  House.  And  my  reason  for  bdieving 
so  is  founded  not  only  upon  a  consdout- 
ness  of  my  own  innocence,  but  upon  the 
candour  and  sincerity  of  the  petitioner*! 
own  scrutineers;  for  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  election,  the  returning  officer 
for  that  borough  acted  so  equally  and  fair^ 
ly,  that,  after  the  scrutiny  was  over,  even 
the  scrutineers  for  the  petitioners  returned 
him  thanks  for  his  justice  and  impartiality. 
— For  these  reasons,  I  hope.  Sir,  the 
House  will  not  only  order  this  Petition  to 
be  heard  at  the  bar,  but  will  appoint  a 
short  day,  considering  the  place  is  just  in 
our  neighbourhood,  so  that  no  pretence 
can  be  made,  that  any  of  the  parties  or 
witnesses  are  at  any  great  distance. 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  spoke  next: 

Sir ;    As  the  elections,  which  are  iqp- 
pomted  to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  are 
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rally  sooner  determined  than  those  which 
are  referred  to  the  Committee ;  and  as  it 
b  always  very  much  the  interest  of  the 
petitioner,  to  have  the  matter  of  his  Peti- 
tion soon  heard,  if  he  has  any  confidence 
in  it ;  therefore  I  have  never  observed  the 
hearing  of  any  petition  at  bar  refused, 
when  It  was  desired  and  insisted  on  by 
the  sitting  member:  but  there  is  something 
Tery  extraordinary  in  the  present  case, 
for  not  only  the  sitting  member  desires  and 
insists  upon  the  Petition's  being  appointed 
to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  but  there  seems  to 
be  a  desi^  in  the  petitioner  not  to  have 
his  Petition  heard  at  all,  or  at  least  not 
this  session;  for  otherwise  he  would  cer- 
tainl}^  have  presented  it  among  the  first,  as 
he  might  and  ought  to  have  done,  whereas 
he  has  delayed  presenting  it  almost  as  long 
as  he  could. ;  wnich  to  me  is  really  a  strong 
presumption,  that  he  is  sensible  of  his  Pe- 
tition's being  such  as  the  sitting  mem- 
ber has  represented  it  to  be;  and  if  it  be 
80,  there  can  be  no  stronger  reason  as- 
signed, not  only  for  its  being  heard  at  the 
bar,  but.for  its  being  heard  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  (question  was  then  put  for  hearing 
the  Petition  at  the  bar  of  the  House; 
which,  upon  a  division,  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  145  to  143.  After  which 
the  question  was  put  for  hearing  it  at  the 
bar  on  the  10th  of  February,  which  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

This  affiiir  being  over : 

Mr.  Walter  Pluiner  stood  up  and  said. 

That,  although  he  had  before  acquainted 
the  House,  that  Mr.  Neale,  petitioner  for 

•  Coventry,  was  willing  to  pass  from  every 
complaint  in  his  petition,  except  so  far  as 
related  to  the  qualification  of  John  Bird, 
esq.  one  of  the  sitting  members ;  yet  that 
something  to  that  purpose  might  appear 
upon  their  votes,  and  to  insure  the  sitting 
member  that  no  other  complaint  would  be 
insisted  on  against  him,  he  «rould  move, 
That  since  John  Neale,  esq.  who  had  ex- 
hibited a  petition  to  that  House,  complain- 
ing of  an  undue  election  and  return  for 
the  city  of  Coventry,  desired  to  witlidraw 
the  complaints  in  the  said  petition,  except 
as  to  what  relates  to  the  qualification  of 
John  Bird,  esq.  one  of  the  sitting  members 

'  for  the  said  city,  therefore  it  might  be 
ordered.  That  the  said  Petition  be  dis- 
missed except  as  aforesaid :  This  was  ac- 
cordingly agreed  to.  Then  Mr.  Plumer 
added,  That  as  the  examining  the  matter 
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of  that  petition,  as  it  then  stood^  could 
not  require  any  long  preparation,  or  the 
bringing  up  many  witnesses;  and  as  it 
could  not  take  up  so  much  as  one  evening 
to  determine  that  complaint  in  the  Com- 
mittee ;  therefore  he  would  move  for  an 
instruction  to  the  Committee  to  hear  it  on 
that  day  three  weeks.  To  this  it  was  ob- 
jected, as  it  had  been  to  the  former  mo- 
tion in  this  afiair.  That  it  was  contrary  to 
the  common  course,  and  tliat  there  was 
nothing  in  that  afiair  so  extraordinary  as 
to  induce  them  to  hear  it  out  of  its  due 
course.  For  this  reason,  upon  the  ques- 
tion's being  put,  it  passed  m  the  negative. 

Debate  on  the  Navy  Estimatesfor  1786.] 
The  same  day,  the  House  being  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
Supply,  sir  Charles  Wager  moved,  *<  That 
15,000  men  be  employed  in  the  Sea  Ser- 
vice for  the  year  1736." — Hereupon 

Mr.  Walter  Plumer  stood  up  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Sir;  I  do  not  rise  up  to  oppose  the 
motion,  because,  as  we  have  the  happiness 
to  live  in  an  island,  1  have  always  been  of 
opinion,  that  we  ought  chiefly  to  depend 
upon  our  naval  force ;  and  for  this  reason 
I  shall  never  be  against  our  keeping  up  sT 
pretty  large  number  of  seamen,  even  in 
times  of  the  most  profound  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. We  have,  it  is  true,  for  some 
years  past,  followed  a  quite  contrary 
maxim;  we  have  kept  up  such  a  great 
number  of  land  forces,  that  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power  to  keep  up  such  a  num- 
ber of  seamen  in  time  of  peace  as  we 
ought  to  have  done ;  but  what  has  been  the 
consequence  of  this  maxim  ?  It  has  forced 
a  great  number  of  our  native  and  gallant 
seamen  into  the  service  of  foreign  powers, 
and  fi-om  thence  arose  the  difficulty  we 
found  ourselves  in  upon  a  late  sudden 
emergency,  with  respect  to  the  fitting  out 
speemly  a  powerful  squadron :  This  diffi- 
culty tne  wnole  nation  was  lately  sensible 
of;  and  to  this  difficulty  we  shall  alwajrs 
be  exposed,  unless  we  disband  a  great 
number  of  the  land  soldiers,  and  bestow 
that  money  upon  keeping  up  a  large  body 
of  seamen. 

But,  Sir,  I  rise  up  to  put  you  in  mind, 
that  you  ought  to  proportion  all  your  ex- 
pences  for  the  current  service  of  the  year, 
not  only  to  the  happy  situation  of  your  af- 
fairs abroad,  but  to  the  unhappy  situation 
of  your  affiurs  at  home.  Whoever  consi- 
ders this,  will  never  give  his  consent  to  the 
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loB^ioff  tbt  present  genenHkm  or  Aeir 
pcustenty  with  new  taxes,  and  much  less 
%9  the  la^ipe  of  violent  hands  on  the 
Sinking  Fund,  when  both  may  be  pre^ 
▼enteopy  our  insisting  upon  the  payment 
fg  those  suniSy  to  whicn  we  are  iustly 
intitled  from  foreign  powers;  and  Qiere^p 
fare.  Sir,  when  we  go  into  a  Committee 
of  ways  and  means»  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  IStOOO  seamen  now  to  be  voted, 
I  hope  you  will  take  under  your  consi* 
deration,  what  \  shall  now  presume  to 
menticm  to  you* 

As  the  keeping  up  of  a  great  number  of 
land  forces  in  this  island  is  quite  unneceso 
sary,  and  even  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
of  our  happy  constitution,  and  the  free- 
dom of  our  government ;  therefore,  when 
any  war  is  luLe  to  break  out  in  which  we 
may  nrobably  have  a  concern,  we  are 
always  obliged  to  take  foreign  troops  into 
our  pay :  Whether  we  have  always  been 
in  tne  right  when  we  did  so,  is  what  I 
ihatt  not  now  controvert ;  but  I  liave  al- 
ways observed,  that  no  foreign  pince 
would  lend  us  any  of  his  tro<^  without 
our  engaging,  not  only  to  pav  them,  but 
to  grant  him  a  subsidy,  perhaps  greater 
than  the  pay  of  those  troops,  upon  their 
X>wn  footmg,  would  have  amounted  ta; 
and  that  even  in  cases  where  the  prince 
jitood  obliged,  perhaps  by  former  treaties, 
to  assist  us  with  troops  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  and  oflen  in  cases  where  his  own 
preservation  was  more  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  event  of  the  war  than  ours. 

It  is  true.  Sir,  we  are  always  obliged 

rn  such  occasions,  to  have  recourse  to 
princes  of  the  North,  who  by  reason  of 
their  poverty  plead  an  inabilitv  to  send  us, 
or  to  have  res^dy  to  be  sent,  the  stipulated 
succours,  unless  we,  by  a  new  contract, 
agree  to  pay  them  a  subsidy;  which  has 
aome  shew  of  reason,  or  at  least  of  neces- 
sity, when  tliey  raise  any  new  troops  for 
our  service ;  but  I  never  could  compre- 
hend either  the  reason  or  the  necessity  for 
such  a  pretence,  when  they  make  no  real 
addition  to  the  land-army  they  before  kept 
up,  nor  put  themselves  to  one  farthing 
additioDalexpence  on  account  of  their  sub- 
pidy  from  us.  This  I  know  has  sometimes 
been  the  case  for  years  together,  during  all 
which  time  we  nave  been  so  ^nerous  as 
to  pay  their  subsidy  regularly,  for  enabling 
them  to  defray  an  expence  they  never  were 
at:  at  least,  in  the  public  accounts  deli- 
vered to  this  House,  those  subsidies  have 
been  yearly  stated  as  fidly  and  r^ulady 
paid  in  pursuance  of  the  treaties  we  had 


before  approved  oi',  though  indeed*  an 
accident  happened  not  lona  ago,  which 
ffave  room  to  think,  that  all  Uiose  subsidiat 
had  not^beea  fully  and  rwdarly  paid  ta 
the  princes  so  intitled  to  them. 

Now,  Sir,  if  we  narrowly  consider  our 
circumstances,  I  believe  we  shall  find  thai 
we  are  as  poor^  and  in  as  great  difficultiea, 
as  the  poorest  prince  in  the  North ;  and 
as  we  have  lately  sent  a  very  powerful 
squadron  to  the  assistance  of  a  very  rich 
prince,  I  m^ke  no  doid)t  but  that  our  wise 
and  firuffal  ministers  let  that  prince  know, 
before  toey  sent  out  the  squadron,  that  with 
respect  to  him  we  are  a  northern  power, 
and.as  needy  as  any  power  he  coula  npplr 
to;  and  that  therefore  they  htfve  obnged 
him  to  pay  us  a  very  large  subsidy,  for  the 
powerful  squadron  we  sent  to  nis  assis- 
tance, 

I  am  very  sure  our  ministers  had  mudi 
more  reason  to  insist  upon  such  a  sdisidy, 
than  the  ministers  of  any  northern  ponrer 
ever  had  to  insist  upon  a  subsidy  firom  us ; 
for  with  reject  to  the  breach  between 
Portugal  and  %ain,  it  was,  in  mv  opinion, 
at  least,  as  great  a  question  which  A  them 
were  ac^g  upon  me  offensive,  as  it  was 
with  respect  to  tlie  breach  between  Spam 
and  the  Emperor;  therdbre,  we  were  not 
by  any  former  treaty  obliged  to  send  him 
any  assistance;  then  as  to  the^expence,  it 
is  certain  we  have  put  ourselves  to  a  very 
considerable  additional  expence  on  account 
of  the  assistance  we  have  sent  to  him  ;  and 
as  to  the  benefit  he  has  reaped  from  that 
assistance,  it  appears  plain  to  me  that  the 
tranquilli^  he  has  enjoyed,  and  does  still 
enjoy,  has  been,  and  b  still  owing  to 
nothing  but  the  powerful  squadron  we  have 
sent  to  his  assistance;  whicn,  I  am  positive, 
is  much  more  than  can  be  said  of  any  as- 
sistance we  have  ever  got  firom  any  of 
those,  to  whom  we  have  paid  such  huge 
and  such  generous  subsidies :  to  this  I  must 
a4d,  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  preser- 
vation of  this  nation  was  immediately  con- 
x^rned  in  ^e  event  of  the  war  between 
Portugal  and  Spain ;  which  has  generaDy 
been  ^e  case  with  respect  to  those 
northern  princes  to  whom  we  have  hitherto 
distributed  our  subsidies. 

From  these  reasons^  I  am  induced.  Sir, 
to  think  that  our  minista*s  have  certainly 
stipulated  a  large  subsidy  from  Portuof ; 
and  I  have  taken  notice  of  it  upon  uiis 
occasion,  only  to  put  gentlemen  in  Bund 
to  call  for  an  account  of  this  subsidy,  at  a 
proper  o];>portunity ;  an&  to  appropriate  it 
to  tne  maintaining  diie  15,000  seamen  i — 
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to  foeTOted;  m  6rder  to  prevent  our  being 
obliged  io  load  die  present  or  the  fbtune 
generation  with  additional  taxes,  or  to  lay 
Tident  hands  upon  that  {\1nd9  which  onght 
dbrays  to  be  held  sacred  to  the  payment  of 
ourpubKc  debts;  by  which  only  we  can 
firoe  our  poor  labourers  and  nianu&ctarers 
from  those  taxes,  which  at  present  reader 
the  necessaries  of  life  so  much  dearer  in 
this  country  than  they  are  in  any  other. 

Then  the  question  being  put  on  sir 
Charles  Wager's  motion,  die  same  was 
Mgteei  to  wimout  opposition. 

Debate  on  Mr.  Puttenet/^s  Morion  for 
refhring  the  Ntrtjy  Estimates  to  a  Sdect 
Committee.']  Jan.  28.  A "  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Pulteney.  «  That  the  ordi- 
hary  Estimate  of  the  Navy  fbr  the  year 
17^,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee* 
Upon  which  ensued  a  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Pulteney's  motion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Fhimer,  Mr.  Sandys,  sir  John  Barnard,  and 
Mr.  Oibban,  as  follows : 


A.  D.  ivie. 


rrow 


^  **  Before  we  give  an  account  of  thik  debate, 
ft  may  not  be  improper  to  let  ^e  reader  know 
why  a  Select  Committee  is  preferable  and  of 
mum  »ervioe  on  say  occision.  la  aU  pariia- 
iBentary  proceediBgs,  it  has  been  jgpenerally  ob- 
a^rved,  %bat  a  Committee  appomted  hi  the 
Ufuai  manner,  and  at  which  every  one  tbat 
comes  has  a  Fote,  ne? er  can  eaqiiire  effectuaUy 
mto  any  matter  to  tbem  recommended^  whereas 
a  Seledt  Committee  fairly  chosen  by  ballot, 
.)iave  generally  bem  obser^Bd  to  go  to  tbe 
b<^lftom  of  ^  a^air  recommended  to  mero^  ani 
liave  seldom  ^r  ever  foiled  of  disoovertlijgr  j^reat 
Ihmds  and  signal  abuses :  fbr  this  i^eason,  whoi 
wittier  Htrate  of  Pariiaoscnt  has  a  iMnd  to  ea- 
iiuire  tborotigMy  into  aay  atiRitlr,  they  always 
appoint  a  Select  CommiUee  to  be  chosen  by 
ballot ;  and  if  a  method  of  balloting  were  es- 
tablished by  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
t^ver-awe  or  direct  any  memW  in  his  way  of 
^MtUotiog^,  the  appohnmg  of  such  committees 
inight  ^  of  great  service  to  (he  nation,  because 
it  w^sAd  be  impossible  for  any  pnMic  cheats 
<)r  grnt  criminaL,  to  prevent  a  strict  enfoiry 
onto  fan  conduct,  and  by  a  strict  enqairy  Atiwfe 
«^  crimes  mirht  be  made  so  dearly  appear, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  screen  him  from 
the  punishment  he  deserved.  But  by  the  me- 
thod of  balloting  we  have  at  present,  it  is  90 
easy  to  over- awe  and  direct  members  in  their 
way  of  balloting,  that  nothing  extraordinary'  is 
to  fie  escpected  even  from  a  SalkH ;  for  as  the 
fenelhod  is,  for  every  member  to  put  into  a 
^ss  a  wiitten  List  of  the  names  of  those 
g^ntleaieo  he  desigfas  to  be  of  the  Select  Coas- 
,  mittee,  it  is  eas)r  to  ddiver  a  copy  in  writing' 
•of  a  concerted  List,  to  each  mennier  onder  any 
aert  of  influence,  with  a  private  mark  either  m 
the  writu^or  in  the  paper,  by  which  it  may  be 


Site  Among  the  numyancieiit  method* 
ofproceieditig  in  parliament,  dropped  bytht 
complaisance  of  latter  timea,  1  thiaK  no 
one  more  necessary  to  be  re^asBumed, 
than  that  of  appointing  Coimnittees  to  in-* 
spect  the  Eetimaies  Uiat  are  kid  before 
us,  for  enforcing  the  demands  madk  by 
the  crown.  Itappean  from  the  anciem 
Journals  of  liim  House,  that  when  a  de« 
mand  of  money  is  made  fbr  anawtering  ite 
es^pence  of  any  mfeaaure  necesMwy  for  tiM 
honour  or  interoit  of  the  aadoii,  aft  £at»>i 
mate  of  that  expence  vrtts  laid  be^ne  thii 
House,  and  a  Committee  apponrted  to 
eitamine  titfit  Esthnate,  to  see  whether 
every  aiticlc  was  fairly  stated.  Our  par-* 
iiaments  in  ^ose  days  wetie  not  so  com* 
pkdssnt  as  to  to  trico  any  such  fisttmat* 
upon  the .  credit  of  the  raitiiBten :  they 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  «ee» 
with  their  own  eyea,  the  necessity  of  every 
article  of  the  expence  proposed,  befora 
they  would  open  their  puree.  '  This  me* 
thod  of  proce€«lkig  is^  in  my  opinion,  |m^ 
per  tqmn  aH  occasions,  mit  at  pment^ 
with  respect  to  the  navy,  it  is  become  ab* 
Solutely  necessary,  because  the  y^mlf 
expence  of  the  navy  now  vastly  ^m^nm 
what  it  was  in  former  times;  and  there  is 
almost  every  year  some  new  articlebroimht 
mtothat  estimate  which  was*nefer  bem«e 
heard  of.  I  do  not  de^.  Sir,  but  Ihai  it 
may  be  now  neceasiary  for  us  l)0  keep  up  a 
much  farger  fleet,  and  to  keep  «  much 
greater  nutnber  of  Seamen  in  our  pay 
than  Wie  formeiiy  used  to  do>  b«ft  the 
greater  our  expence  is  that  way,  the  siore 
room  there  is  for  defmuding  the  public ; 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  the  mart 
careful  to  prevent  loMmg  the  public  wMii 
any  unnecessary  aiticIe<Mexpenoe«  Theaa 
estinaates,  it  is  true,  are  laid  yearly  v^on 
our  table ;  but  I  believe  no  gentlemmi, 
oven  of  those  who  are  best  acqualnteA 
with  the  affiurs  of  our  navy,  will  pretend  to 
.  sfTf,  that  he  can  iirom  abare  perusal  at  Our 
table  determine,  whether  the  articles  off 
expence  mentioned  in  such  estimates  are 
all  necessary,  or  that  no  one  of  them  haa 
beoi  overcharged  ?  And  I  do  not  see  how 
any  gentleman  can  answer  to  his  oenstltu^ 

^covered  whether  or  no  he  pots  theft  list 
into  the  iclass,  which  was  detiv^red  to  him  1^ 
those  wh<\  ha^e  a  power  over  him.  This 
every  roan  knows  may  be  done,  and  this  will 
always  prevent  eveir  one  of  those  who  ara 
under  any  sort  of  influence,  from  nutting  aqy 
List  into  the  fflass  but  tbat  which  was  deli- 
vered^o  him  by  his  master."  GentleUiaa'a  . 
Magtoine,  Septembnr,  ITSO.  > 
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enu  the  loading  of  them  with  an  expence 
a  great  part  oi  what,  for  which  he  loiows, 
may  be  altogether  mmecessary. 

We  ought,  Sir, likewise  to  take  care  that 
so  much  money  may  be  granted  ag  shall 
be  necessary  for  our  yearly  expence ;  for 
by  estimates  and  grants  of  money  which 
are  afterwards  found  to  be  deficient,  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  the  navy,  we  de- 
ceive our  constituents ;  we  do  injustice  to 
the  particular  men  employed  in  the  nav^, 
who  are  generally  obliged  to  sell  their 
daims  at  a  discount ;  we  enhance  the  price 
of  all  materials,  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  navy ;  and  we  discourage  our  sea- 
men from  entering  into  the  service  of  their 
country :  this  we  have  the  more  reason  to 
take  notice  of  at  present,  because  of  the 
great  debt  that  has  been  lately  contracted 
pn  account  of  our  navy ;  a  most  extra- 
ordinary debt,  considermg  the  short  time 
in  which  it  has  been  contracted,  and  that 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  And  the  me- 
thod, which  we  were  last  year  obliged 
to  take  for  paying  ofiP  a  part  of  it,  oucht 
to  make  us  extremely  cautious  of  bemg 
again  led  into  the  same  error,  by  any 
short  estimates  that  may  be  laid  before 
us ;  for  we  may  remember,  that  during 
the  time  we  were  running  ourselves  in- 
sensibly into  that  consideraJ}le  debt,  there 
were  estimates  yearly  laid  before  the  par- 
liament, which  it  was  pretended,  contamed 
an  estimate  of  the  whole  expence  neces- 
sary for  the  service  of  that  year.  The  na- 
tion may  beaccidentally  drawn  into  an  ad- 
ditional expence  not  to  be  foreseen ;  but 
that  additional  expence  ought  always 
to  be  laid  before  the  very  next  session  of 
parliament,  and  ought  to  be  provided  for 
within  the  very  next  year. 

Another  consideration.  Sir,  which  ought 
to  make  us  look  the  more  narrowly  into 
all  public  accounts,  is  the  great  debt  the 
nation  groans  under.  A  gentleman  of  an 
opulent  fortune,  may  perhaps  pass  slightly 
over  his  steward's  accounts :  he  may  even 
allow  his  servants  to  heap  up  expences 
upon  him,  and  to  charge  him  witn  new 
and  extraordinary  articles,  without  inquir- 
ing whether  or  no  there  was  necessity  for 
them;  but  a  gentleman  whose  estate  is 
deeply  mortgaged,  and  cannot  even  sup- 
port the  yearly  expence  of  his  ^unily,  with- 
out lapne  hands  upon  that  part  of  his  es- 
tate which  stands  appropriated  for  paying 
off  old  mortgages,  ought  to  enquire  strictly 
into  the  management  of  his  stewards,  and 
ou^ht  never  to  pass  any  accoimt,  before 
b$  isthoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity 
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of  it.  This,  Sir,  is  our  melancholy  case 
at  present;  we  cannot  provide,  even 
for  die  current  service  of  the  year,  with- 
out laying  hands  upon  that  revenue,  which 
was  long  since  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  old  debts ;  and  therefore  we  ougnt 
not  to  approve  of  any  estimate,  till  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  every  article ;  and  this  can  be  done 
only  by  referring  them  to  select  com- 
mittees. 

Whether  any  unnecessaiy  articles  of 
expence  have  been  lately  brought  upon 
the  nation,  is  what  I  shall  not  at  present 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  that  several  n^w 
and  extraordinary  articles  have  been  of  late 
years  brought  into  almost  every  estimate 
usually  laid  before  us,  is  what  must  be  known 
to  most  gentlemen  in  this  House ;  and  no 
one  of  them  has  ever  yet  been  inquired 
into,  in  that  manner  which  is  necessaij 
upon  such  occasions.  It  is  likewise  weU 
known,  that  we  have  had  of  late  years  se- 
veral new  offices  erected,  new  posts  esta- 
blished, and  new  salaries  granted,  all  of 
which  are  a  charge  upon  the  public  re- 
venue ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  case  as 
to  these  new  offices,  I  believe,  upon  a  pro- 
per inquiry,  it  would  be  found  that  we 
nave  many  old  offices  or  officers  that  might 
be  spared,  and  many  salaries  which  might 
be  aitogeUier  suppressed  or  very  much  di- 
minished. If  the  nation  were  engaged  in 
war,  or  if  we  were  in  any  danger  of  being 
engaged  in  war,  it  would  not  perhaps  be 
proper  to  enter  upon  such  inquiries ;  but 
Dy  the  great  promotion  lately  made  of  ge- 
neral officers,  I  am  convinced  the  peace 
of  Europe  is  now  fully  re-established ;  for 
I  am  persuaded  his  Majesty  would  not 
have  made  so  many  brave  gentlemen  use- 
less as  colonels,  by  promoting  them  to  be 
generals,  if  there  had  been  the  least  ground 
to  suspect  that  we  should  soon  be  engaged 
in  war:  it  is  true,  few  of  those  gentlemen 
lately  promoted  will,  I  believe,  be  brought 
upon  the  establishment  as  generals,  Sod 
therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped  tliat  promotion 
will  not  increase  the  public  expence ;  but 
we  are  present  in  a  state  of  perfect  tian- 
quillity,  therefore  it  is  the  most  proper  time 
for  us  to  inquire  into  all  our  public  ac- 
counts ;  and  as  Qur  navy  ought  always  to 
be^the  first,  concern  of  the  parliaments  of 
Great  Britain,  I  shall  beg  leave.  Sir,  to 
move,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Estinuite  of  the 
Navy  for  the  current  year." 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr.  Wift- 
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nington,sir  William  Yonge,  and  sir  Charles 
Wager,  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  shall  not  take  up  your  time  With 
a  dispute  about  the  ancient  usage  in  Par- 
liament, but  if  there  ever  was  any  such 
method  as  that  mentioned  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  who  has  made  you  this  mo- 
tion, it  is  certain  that  it  has  not  been  fol- 
lowed for  many  years ;  and  as  no  custom 
once  established,  is  ever  laid  aside,  without 
some  good  reasons  for  so  doing,  we  are  to 
presume  that  if  there  ever  was  any  such 
method  established,  it  was  found  to  be  in- 
convenient or  unnecessary,  othemise  it 
had  never  been  discontinued  for  so  many 
years.  This  of  itself  is  a  sufficient  reason 
for  our  not  re-assuming  that  custom,  un- 
less it  could  be  shewn  that  the  public  has 
suffered  by  its  being  laid  aside ;  but  there 
is  this  farther  reason,  that  our  reviving 
such  a  custom  on  the  present  occasion, 
would  make  people  suspect  that  some  very 
great  frauds  have  •  been  lately  committed 
in  the  management  of  the  public  treasure ; 
and  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  that 
duty  we  owe  to  his  Majesty,  to  give  the 
people  any  such  alarm,  when  there  is  not 
the  least  foundation  for  such  suspicion. 

Perhaps  there  may  have  been  some  new 
articles  lately  brought  into  some  of  our 
estimates,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  that 
are  very  considerable;  and  there  never 
was  one  new  article  brought  in,  but  what 
appeared,  at  first  view,  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  public  service.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  seems  to  think  it  im- 
possible to  determine,  from  a  bare  pprusal 
of  the  estimates  at  our  table,  that  the  ar- 
ticles of  expence  mentioned  in  them  are 
all  necessary,  and  that  no  one  article  has 
been  overcharged ;  but  I  cannot  be  of  his 
opinion ;  for  1  never  could  observe  any 
mystery  either  in  the  estimate  of  the  navy, 
or  in  any  other  estimates  laid  before  Par- 
liament :  the  articles  are  all  well  known, 
because  it  never  exceeds  what  it  was  in 
the  preceding  year,  without  som^manifest 
reason ;  therefore  any  gentleman  may  suf- 
ficiently satisfy  himself  about  every  ar1;jcle, 
by  a  bare  perusal  at  the  table ;  but  if  upon 
such  perusal  any  doubt  should  arise,  there 
are  always,  in  uie  Committee  of  Supply, 
many  jgentlemen  able  to  give  him  as  much 
information  as  he  can  with  relison  desire ; 
so  that  there  nevei*can  be  a  necessity  for 
our  referring  any  estimate  to  a  select  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Estimates,  yearly  laid  before  Par- 
liament, have  always  contained  the  whole 
charge  necessary  for  the  service  of  theen- 
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suing  year,  so  far  as  could  be  foreseen  when 
tliose  estimates  were  drkwn  up  ;  but  as  it 
is  impossible  to  foresee  all  tne,  accidents 
tliat  may  happen  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
therefore  the  government  may  sometimes 
be  obliged  to  increase  the  pubhc  charge, 
beyond  what  was  contained  m  the  estimate 
kud  before  the  preceding  session  of  Par- 
liament ;  this  is  an  inconvenience  proceed* 
ing  from  the  weakness  oi  human  foresight, 
and  cannot  be  removed  by  referring  any 
estimate  to, a  select  Committee  of  Parlia^ 
ment ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose,  that 
any  Committee  can  foresee  every  tiling  that 
may  happen  in  the  course  of  a  year ;  nay, 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  they  can  fore- 
see things  as  fully  and  clearly  as  those, 
who  are  immediately  concerned  in  the 
administration,  under  whose  direction  the 
estimates  are  generally  drawn  im.  And  if,  by 
future  accidents,  it  should  be  found  neces* 
sary'to  increase  the  public  charge  beyond 
what  was  at  first  proposed,  an  account  of 
that  additional  charge  certainly  ought  to 
be,  and  I  believe  has  always  hitnerto  beea 
laid  before  Parliament,  as  soon  as  any  such 
account  could  be  regularly  made  up.  This 
was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  navy-debt, 
so  that  its  remaining  so  lon^  unsatisfied, 
could  not  be  owing  to  the  estimates  or  ac- ' 
counts  not  being  referred  to  a  select  Com- 
mittee, but  to  the  inability  the  nation  was 
under  of  providing  forJt  out  of  the  grants 
of  any  succeeding  year. 

I  snail  grant.  Sir,  that  the  load  of  debts 
this  nation  labours  under  at  present  is  very 
great,  but  we  ought  to  bear  it  with  the 
more  chearfulness,  when  we  consider  that 
the  whole  wats  contracted  in  defenee  ofoisit 
religion  and  liberties ;  and  Purely  no  man 
will  grudge  contributing  a  small  part  of  his 
yearly  revenue,  towards  paying  the  princi- 
pal and  interest,  when  he  considers,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  that  debt,  he  would 
have  no  property  at  all.  But  this  debt, 
great  as  it  is,  was  all  contracted  in  pur- 
suance of  estimates  yearly  delivered  into 
Parliament,  no  one  of  which  was  ever  re- 
ferred to  a  select  Committee ;  and  yet  it 
caimot  be  alledged,  that  the  smallest  part 
of  this  debt  was  unnecessarily  contracted, 
or  that  the  public  was  in  the  least  defraud- 
ed by  any  of  those  estimates.  1  shall  like- 
wise grant  that  we  ought  to  look  narrowly 
into  ail  estimates  laid  before  us,  but  when 
those  estimates  are  plain,  this  may  be  done 
without  sending  them  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee ;  and  let  a  private  gentleman's  estate 
be  never  so  much  mortgaged,  I  shall  have 
no  opinion  of  his  prudence,  if  he  sate  half 
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a  year  porii^  over  an  accoimty  which  a 
•chool-boy  might  fiiUy  examiDe  in  half  an 
hour. 

At  for  new  offices,  officers,  or  tiidaries,  I 
|iave  not  heard  of  any  lately  erected,  and 
if  any  of  them  should  erer  appear  in  the 
estimates  delivered  into  this  House,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  to  inquire  particu- 
larly into  them*  As  for  the  kte  promo- 
tion of  general  officers,  I  hope  no  gentle- 
man will  find  fault  with  it ;  both  because 
there  was  no  addltionai  expence  thereby 
brought  upon  die  nation,  and  because  it 
was  absoluitelv  neeessary  to  give  our^^ffi- 
cers  that  rank,  which  their  services  have 
intitled  then  to,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  upNon  an  equal  footing  with  their  cotem- 
peiaries  In  the  service  of  those  foreign 
powers  witk  whom  we  are  in  alliance; 
odierwise,  in  case  -me  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  join  our  forces  with  any  foreign 
power,  an  officer  in  the  British  service,  by 
not  Igping  promoted  soon  enough  to  &e 
nnk  he  deserved,  might  find  himself  un- 
der.a  necessity  of  sidmiitting  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  foreign  officer  of  not  near  so 
kmg  standing  in  the  army ;  for  every  one 
knows,  that  m  detachmtofes  from  eonfede- 
late  armies,  the  officers  generally  roti,  first 
aeoording  to  their  ranks  in  the  army,  and 
neoil  according  to  the  dates  of  their  com- 
missiens. 

To  condude.  Sir,  if  there  mitt  any  verj 
new  and  extraordinary  articles  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  navy  now  under  consideration, 
tf  eentlCTEien  couUl  shew  any  doubtfiil  ar- 
tides  m  it,  which  could  not  be  immediately 
set  in  a  dear  light,  there  might  be  scmie 
itasdn  for  agreeing  to  the  motion  now 
made  to  us ;  but  as  there  is  no  charge  in 
it  bat  what  is  usual,  I  therefore  cannot 
think  there  is  any  occasion  fin:  our  refer- 
ring it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  same  Mem- 
bers who  were  for  the  Motion  as  follows : 

Sir*/  The  honoiurable  ^tlemen  are 
much  in  the  right  not  to  dispute  whether 
there  was  ever  sudi  a  custom,  as  that  men- 
tioned by  the  honouraMe  gentleman  who 
made  you  the  motion,  because  it  would  be 
-  immediatdy  determined  by  referring  to  the 
Journals  or  the  House  ;  it  must  therefore 
stand  admitted,  that  there  was  once  such 
a  method  of  proceeding,  but  how  it  came 
to  be  laid  aside  is  a  question  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature.  1  shall  agree,  that  a  cus- 
tom once  estaUidiedis  never  laid  aside 
without  some  reascm.;  but  that  reason  vi 
often  vety  far  finun  being  a  good  qote :  in 


the  present  case,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  tfcaft 
this  custom  of  referringpuUio  aceounta  and 
estimates  to  sdect  eoonnittees,  was  finind 
to  be  very  troublesome  to  nunisters :  avA 
this  was  the  true  reason  for  its  being  Isiad 
aside;  butthis  was  so  far  from  beingagood 
reason  for  laying  it  aside,  that  it  wffialwitja 
be  a  strcmg  reason  for  re-assQining  that  kui* 
dable  custom. 

We  are  tdd.  Sir,  that  the  reviidi^  of 
this  custom  will  make  people  suspect,  thai 
some  very  great  firauos  have  been  latd j 
committed  in  the  manageinent  of  the  pub* 
lie  treasure :  but  I  am  #f  opinion,  that 
the  nation  wiU  be  much  more  akmaaed^  aA 
least  I  am  sure  they'll  have  much  greater 
reason  to  be  alarmed,  if  they  see  t^ir  re* 
presentatives  in  parliament  every  ^^ear 
receiving  estimates  for  most  prodigioua 
sums  <tt  money,  and  granting  all  the  suma 
desired  by  such  estimates  without  erer 
making  the  least  inquiry  into  any  one  of 
them  ;  for  in  private  life  it  is  most  natural 
to  suppose  that  a  man  will  be  dieated  br 
hissenteta»  if  he  should  always  pMssveh 
aoQounts  asthqrare  pleased  tobringinwiii^ 
out  ever  examining  into  any  one ;  and  it 
isnottobe  supposed  that  the  senpants  of 
the  pid^lic  are  honester,  or  less  indined  to 
pi)fer,  than  the  servants  of  private  men. 

The  duty  we  owe  to  his  Majesty,  ou^it 
never.  Sir,  to  be  broogfat  inta  mf  debate 
in  this  House ;  but  it  was  never  more  iai* 
properly  brought  in,  l^an  il  is  now  by  iha 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  ^  the  qiiea* 
tion;  for  as  this  House  is  the  grand  mqaoal 
of  the  nation,  we  ou^  to  inquire  for  tho 
King  as  well  as  for  the  people^:  we  are  ia 
some  manner  his  Hie^tft  trustees,  aaad 
ought  to  take  care,  that  neither  be  nor  hia 
people  be  cheated  by  the  servants  or  offioana 
he  employs  ;  and  therefore  it  is  incaaaia* 
tent  with  thatduty  we  owe  to  his  Majee^ 
to  pass  any  accounts,  or  aj;reQ  to  any  es^ 
mates  presented  to  us  by  his  officers  or  ser« 
vants,  till  we  have  strictly  examiiied  Aa 
truth  of  efery  article* 

The  new  articles  htdy  introdnced  into 
our  Estimates,  may  not  perhaps  be  very 
considerable,  but  die  charge  upon  theac^ 
and  Ihe  addUional  charge  upon  dl  the  olft 
articles,  amount  yearly  to  every  coaaidar-k 
ablesum;  andlcoi^ssBlneverwassodear^ 
nehted  as  to  see  at  first  view,  that  all  theaa 
amlitionaldMggeswereabsc^itdyneoesssfy 
for  the  public  service.  The  gendemaia 
say,  that  the  several  artides  in  our  eiti* 
mates  are  all  weH  known,  and  that  the 
charge  upon  each  is  Ukei^  known*  ha* 
caose  it  nev^r  excaada  whafc  il  was  ia  lh» 
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Kient  yaftTyWiAottt  tome  uanifett  reason: 
y  Sk,  might  "be  some  satisfaction^  if  any 
atrict  inquiry  had  lately  baen  made  into  any 
«f  our  estimates  ;  but  as  no  inquiry  has 
been  made  fox  many  Tears,  we  do  not  knoir 
but  frauds  may  hate  been  introduced  seve- 
ral years  since,  and  continued  to  this  irery 
day ;  therefore,  it  can  be  no  sadsfiM^on 
to  any  man,  who  has  never  examined  any 
of  those  articles,  to  find  that  they  do  not 
exceed  the  charge  upon  the  same  articles 
lor  several  years  past.  But,  Sir^  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  most  of  the 
articles  in  all  our  estimates;  especially  that 
of  the  navy,  are  of  such  a  nature,  tnat  it 
k  impossible  to  say  whether  tliey  are  over- 
charged or  not,  without  examining  into 
them  every  year:  tltis  every  man  must  be 
convinced'of,  who  will  but  look  into  the 
several  articles  of  the  estimate  of  the 
savy  now  upon  our  table.  Can  any  gen- 
tleman determine  how  much  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  maintaining  superannuated  sea- 
officers,  or  for  pa^jring  pensions,  without 
mquiring  yearly  into  the  number  and 
quality  of  such  officers  or  pensions  ?  can 
any  gentleman  determine  how  much  will 
be  necessary  for  half  pay  to  sea  officers, 
without  enquiring  every  year  into  the  num- 
ber and  rank  of  sudi  officers  ^  Itisimpossi* 
Me;  because  by  the  very  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice, it  must  vary  every  year ;  and  most  of 
theother  artides  of  the  ordinary  estimate'of 
tile  navy  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  same 
nature  ;  therefore,  I  am  surprized  to  hear 
k  said,  that  the  charge  upon  any  of  these 
articl^  can  be  well  known  to  aaj  member 
of  this  House,  or  that  its  not  exceeding 
the  charge  upon  the  same  article  in  former 
years,  can  be  an  argument  for  the  justness 
af  the  charge  in  any  time  to  come. 

I  have,  Sir,  many  questions  to  adk, 
wyeh  I  think  necessary  f<»r  t^  informa- 
tion^ in  relation  to  every  article  of  this 
estimate ;  but  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  ex- 
pect die  proper  information  from  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House,  were  he  never  so 
well  acqufunted  with  the  affiurs  of  the 
navy,  because  every  article  of  the  estimate 
rerars  to  a  long  particular  account,  which 
ooght  to  be  exammed,  b^ore  any  other 
gentleman  can  have  that8atisfaction,#hich 
we  oiqjht  to  have  as  trustees  both  for  the 
Idng  and  the  people.  It  is  insaoilible  fbr 
gentlemen  to  oiscover  the  fraud  of  any  ar- 
ttde  in  an  esdmate,  os  to  state  tiidr  ob-» 
jeotions  in  any  regular  method,  without 
examinmg  persons,  pa|>ers,  and  record^ 
which  oanaot  be  done  but  by  referring  Uie 
r  taa  selaot^aoansittat)  #ith  pfopev 
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powers  fbr  that  purpose.  If  this  be  done, 
i  shall  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  such 
questions  as  are  necessary  for  my  infor- 
mation; and  I  shall  be  glad  to  find,  the 
suspicions  I  at  present  entertain,  are  with- 
out any  foundation. 

What  was  contained  in  the  Estimates  of 
kte,  yearly  laid  before  us,  or  wheUier  they 
contained  an  account  of  all  the  annua 
charge  that  could  be  foreseen,  I  cannot^ 
determine ;  for  there  is  so  little  satisfiurtion 
to  be  got  firom  perusing  accounts  at  our 
table,  that  I  never  gave  myself  the  trou^ 
ble  ;  but  this  I  can  say,  tliat  if  they  con* 
tained  an  account  of  all  the  charge  thai 
necessary,  it  is  very  extraordinary,  that 
our  foresight  should  run  above  100,000^ 
in  debt  yearly  upon  the  article  tf  Uienvry 
only.  This  I  cannot  believe,  and  there-' 
fore  lam  afiraid  that  these  estimates  were 
made  deficient  on  purpose  to  conceal,/  for 
some  tame;  fitm  tne  nation  the  expenoa 
our  measures  had  nnde  necessaiy;  be^ 
cause^  as  our  navy  is  a  fovourable  article^ 
it  was  expected  that  the  parliament  would 
readily  agree,  without  any  inquiry,  to  maker 
that  deficiency  good,  whenever  it  shouU 
be  thought  necessary  to  make  application 
for  that  purpose.  I  am  likewise  at  a  losa 
to  determine  whether  thete  was,  every 
year,  kid  before  parliament  an  account 
of  thedefidency  of  the  grants  for  thefiNr* 
mer  year  with  reqpect  to  our  navy.  But  it 
such  an  account  was  re^iUarly  laid  every 
year  before  parliament,  it  is  with  me  averf 
strong  argument  for  referring  every  ac^ 
coimt  and  every  estimate  to  select  com** 
mittees;  for  the  disadvantages  attending 
our  running  into  a  lon^  arrear  are  se  ev£ 
dent,  that  I  am  sure  this  House  would  not 
have  allowed  that  arrear  to  remain  so  long 
unsatisfied,  if  proper  notice  h^dbe^i  takett 
of  the  account  ot  those  arrears,  which,  it  , 
is  said,  were  yearly  laid  upon  our  table. 
This  diews  that  most  <^  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House  expect  no  satisfaction  from  a 
perusal  of  any  account  at  our  table,  and 
therefore  never  give  themselves  the  trou^ 
l^  to  look  over  them,  which  proves  the 
necessity  of  referring  aU  such  accounts  to 
be  exaxmned  by  select  committees. 

1  am  conmced,  that  if  the  ancient  me^ 
thod  of  inquiring  into  all  accounts  and  es* 
timates,  by  select  committees,  had  been 
constantly  observed,  the  debt  the  natioD 
now  labours  under,  would  never  have  risen 
to  so  larffe  a  sum,  nor  would  so  small  si 
parted  it  nave  been  paid  off  in  above  twen^ 
years  profound  jpeaoe.  The  gv6at  haste 
made  m  contracting  it,  and  the  slow  stepa 
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in  paymg  it  ofi»  rs  another  argument  for 
•ur  beginning  to  look  a  little  more  nar- 
rowly iqto  our  affiEurSy  which  can  be  done 
•nly  by  reviving  that  ancient  method  of 
proceeding,  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  now  moved  for,  with  respect  to 
the  estimates  of  the  navy  for  this  year. 
'  What  the  honourable  gentlemen  may 
mean  by  mysteries  in  accounts,  I  do  not 
know ;  but  to  m^  every  article  in  the  esti- 
mate now  before  us  seems  a  mystery,  and 
must  continue  a  mystery  to  every  gentle- 
man, who  has  never  seen  the  particiuar  ac- 
count to  which  each  article  refers*  Can 
any  gentleman  understand  the  very  first 
article,  which  is  upwards  of  28,000/.  per 
annum,  without  having  looked  mto  the 
particular  account  of  what  is  paid  for  sa- 
tarii^  and  other  charges  to  tne  lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy,  tiie  r'ecretaries,  officers,  clerks,  and 
contingencies  relating  thereto  ?  Or  can  any 
gentleman  say,  that  mis  whole-sum  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  without  having  exa- 
mined whether  such  commissioners,  secre- 
taries, officers,  and  clerks,  are  all  necessary 
for  supporting  the  business  of  that  office, 
and  that  such  salaries  are  necessary  for 
•upporting  such  officers?  Let  us  look  into 
every  other  articleof  the  estimate,  and  we 
shall  find  the  same  mystery.  Therefore, 
instead  of  our  not  being  able  to  shew  any 
article  that  is  mysterious,  I  must  desire 
the  gentlemen  of  the  odier  side  of  the 
question  to  shew  me  any  one  article  that  is 
not  mysterious;  especially,  considering  that 
no  inquiry  has  been  made  into  either  of 
the  articles,  I  believe  I  may  say,  within  the 
memory  of  any  gentleman  now  m  this  House. 

I  hope.  Sir,  a  negative  will  not  be  put 
upon  tnis  question;  for  it  will  certainly 
give  too  just  an  alarm  to  the  people  of  this 
nation ;  they  will  iniagine,  that  tnere  must 
be  errors,  and  even  frauds,  in  the  esti- 
mates and  accounts  delivered  into  parlia- 
ment, when  the  very  gentlemen  who  de- 
liver them,  or  at  least  those  who  are  princi- 
pally concerned  in  the  making  them  up, 
prevent  any  inquiry  into  the  justice  of 
them.  Therefore,  if  gentlemen  are  re- 
solved to  disagree  with  the  motion,  I 
hope  for  their  own  sakes,  and  for  the  ho- 
nour of  parliament,  they  will  put  the  pre- 
vious question,  instead  of  putting  a  nega^ 
tive  upon  the  question  now  before  us. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatived  by  256  to  155.* 

*  Mr.  William  Pitt  was  a  teller  in  the  mi- 
•Bority  on  this  occasion. 


Debate  on  the  Reduction  oftlte  Forces*'] 
Jan.  29.  A  motion  was  made,  That  aa 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma« 
jesty,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  readiness 
wherewith  his  faithful  Commons  had 
agreed  to  the  continuance  of  the  extraor- 
dinary expence,  which  he  had  thought 
necessary  in  the  present  juncture;  in 
which  resolution  they  had  concurred  with 
the  greater  chearfulness,  as  a  grateful  re- 
turn to  his  royal  goodness,  in  ordering  so 
considerable  a  Reduction  of  his  Forces 
both  by  sea  and  land,  as  soon  as  the  pre- 
sent posture  of  a&irs  would  permit ;  aad 
in  fuU  confidence,  that  it  was  nis  royal  in- 
tention, as  soon  as  there  should  be  a  more 
perfect  reconciliation  among  the  several 
powers  of  Europe,  to  make  such  farthar 
reduction  of  his  forces,  as  might  be  consis- 
tent with  the  security  and  dignity  oi  his 
Majesty's  royal  person  and  government, 
and  with  our  present  happy  constitution ; 
not  doubting,  but  that  from  his  fatherly 
compassion  to  his  people,  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct,  that  what- 
ever land  farce  should  thereafter  be 
thought  necessary,  should  be  established 
in  such  a  manner,  as  should  make  the  sav- 
ing  more  sensible,  and  the  future  burthen 
less  grievous  to  the  nation. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr* 
John  Pitt,  lord  Polwarth,  Mr.  Pulteney, 
Mr.  Gybbon,  sir  John  Barnard,  ^lr. 
Sandys,  and  Mr.  Walter  Plumer ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wynnington,  col.  Bladen, 
sir  William  Yonge,  and  Mr.  Conduit.  But 
the  question  being  at  last  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  without  a  division. 

Deiate  on  raising  ike  Supplies  wrthn 
the  Year.2  Feb.  2.  Mr.  Sandys  stood  up 
and  spoke  as  follows : 

Sir ;  Every  man  is  now,  I  believe,  con- 
vinced that  the  great  debt  we  groan  under,, 
is  a  most  heavy  clo^  upon  all  public  mea- 
sures, and  will  certainly,  while  it  continues 
prevent  its  bein^  in  our  power  to  act  upon 
any  occasion  with  that  vigour  we  ought, 
either  in  vindication  of  the  honour  and  in- 
terest of  this  nation,  or  the  defence  of  our 
allies.  This  of  itself  is  a  most  terrible  mis- 
fortune, but  what  still  adds  to  it  is,  that 
these  our  unlucky  circumstances  are  well 
known  to  all  our  neighbours,  which  is,  I 
believe,  the  principal  cause  of  our  having 
so  little  influence  on  the  councils  of  other 
nations ;  and  while  this  load  continues  we 
may  expect  to  be  insulted  by  them,  as 
often  as  they  can  find  the  least  pretence 
for   80   doing.     In  such  circumstances 
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therefore  it  is  the  moet  pernicious  thing  we 
can  do,  to  run  the  nation  any  farther  in 
debt  by  creating  new  funds,  or  to  prevent 
that  fund,  which  was  long  since  appro- 
priated, from  being  religiously  applied  to 
the  extinguishing  yearly  a  part  of  that 
debt  contracted  before  the  year  1716 ;  for 
if  we  do  so  in  time  of  peace,  it  will  con- 
vince our  neighbours  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  support  an  expensive 
war,  which  will  of  course  render  us  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  of  all  foreign  nations. 
Ana  with  respect  to  our  domestic  affairs, 
the  consequences  of  pursuing  any  such 
measure  are  full  as  pernicious ;  for  every 
new  mortgage  we  make,  becomes  a  sort  of 
prop  for  supporting  the  interest  payable 
upon  the  former;  whereas  we  ougnt  to 
use  all  possible  means  to  reduce  that  in- 
terest, not  only  for  the  encouragement  of 
trade  among  us,  but  to  encrease  the  Sink- 
ing-Fund, which  would  enable  us  to  pajr 
off  all  our  old  debts  much  sooner,  than  it 
will  otherwise  be  possible  for  us  to  do: 
Nay,  I  am  almost  certain,  that  if  no  new 
debts  had  been  contracted  since  the  year 
1716,  nor  any  part  of  the  Sinking  I?und 
converted  to  other  uses  than  it  was  ori- 
ginally designed  for,  the  interest  upon  all 
our  funds  would  have  been  long  since  re- 
duced to  3/.  per  cent,  and  a  much  greater 
part  of  our  old  debt  would  have  been 
paid,  by  which  we  should  have  been 
enabled  to  have  taken  off  some  of  those 
heavy  taxes,  under  which  the  poor  la- 
bourers and  manufacturer  have  groaned 
for  so  many  years.  The  loading  posterity 
witli  new  debts,  in  order  to  give  a  little 
ease  to  the  present  generation,  may  be  a 
good  temporary  expedient  for  a  minister; 
and  may  prevent  the  people's  making  too 
particuiar  an  inquiry  into  that  expence, 
which  his  measures  have  brought  upon 
them  :  But  it  is  a  most  pernicious  expe- 
dient both  for  the  royal  family,  and  for  the 
nation  in  general.  For  when  any  sum  of 
money  is  raised  for  the  service  of  the  en- 
suing year,  by  contracting  a  new  debt,  and 
creating  a  new  fund  for  the  payment  of 
that  ddbt,  it  is  subjecting  the  nation  to  pay 
at  least  double  that  sum  in  the  end;  be- 
cause in  every  such  case,  the  nation  is 
obliged  to  pay  interest  for  the  money 
raised,  and  the  expences  of  collecting  for 
many  years,  besidi^s  paying  the  principal 
at  last ;  this  shews  the  loss  the  nation  sus- 
tains by  the  contracting  of  any  such  debt 
for  the  current  service.  By  a  long  con- 
tinuation of  such  measures  the  people  may 
come  to  be  so  loaded  with  taxes,  and  those 


taxes  so  muck  engaged  for  the  payment  of 
fclirmer  mortgages,  that  it  may  be  impos- 
sible for  his  Majesty,  or  some  of  his  suc- 
cessors, to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  na- 
tion, without  loading  them  with  heavier 
taxes  than  they  are  able  to  bear,  which 
may  very  probably  raise  a  general  disaf- 
fection against  our  present  happy  estab- 
lishment; and  may  be  of  the  most  dange- 
rous consequence  even  to  the  creditors 
themselves ;  for  if  ever  we  should  be. 
reduced  to  such  circumstances,  that  either 
the  nation  must  be  ruined,  or  the  public 
creditors  lefl  unpaid,  it  is  easy  to  see  which 
side  of  the  dilemma  would  be  chosen.  The 
proper  method  to  prevent  our  running 
mto  debt  is  to  dimmish  our  yearly  ex- 
pence  ;  but  as  the  number  of  our  forces 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year  has  al- 
ready been  agreed  to ;  I  cannot  now  pro- 
pose any  diminution  of  our  expence  for 
this  year.  We  have  already  granted  a 
great  part  of  the  supplies  necessary  for 
me  service,  and  we  are  to  go  this  day  into 
a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
raising  those  supplies.  What  methods 
may  men  be  proposed  for  that  purpose  I 
do  not  know;  but  as  1  am  of  opinion,  that 
no  consideration  ought  to  prevail  witli  ua 
to  contract  any  new  debt,  or  to  prevent 
that  fund  whicn  stands  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  old,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  make  a  motion  which  1  hope  the 
House  will  agree  to.  For  if  our  usual 
funds  cannot  answer  the  service  we  l^ive 
already  agreed  to,  1  think  it  will  be  better 
to  lay  some  new  taxes  upon  the  luxuries  of 
life,  than  to  create  new  funds ;  otherwise 
we  run  the  hazard  of  reducing  our  poste- 
rity to  the  want  even  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  that  we  ourselves  may  live  in  affluence ; 
for  this  reason,  before  we  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  to  move  to  resolve,  "  That  this 
House  will  raise  within  the  year  the  Sup- 
plies necessary  for  the  current  Service.'^ 

Mr.  Sandys  being  seconded  by  sir  John 
Barnard  and  Mr.  Willimot,  the  same  wa$ 
opposed  by  sir  William  Yonge,  Mr.  Win- 
nin£:ton,  Mr.  Heathcote,  and  sir  Robert 
Wjupole  as  follows : 

Sir ;  If  the  question,  now  before  us,  de- 
pended solely  upon  the  influence  this  na- 
tion has  at  present  in  the  councils  of  all 
the  powers  of  Europe,  or  upon  the  regard 
our  neighbours  have  ^ewn  to  this  nation 
in  all  their  measures,  a  few  words  would 
be.  sufficient  to  shew,  that  we  ought  not 
to  come  to  any  such  resolution  as  has  been 
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popoied;  tot  it  is  certain  that  w€  newer 
had  a  grcMrter  influence  than  we  have  at 
presei^t  in  erery  court  of  Europe,  and  that 
influence  is  founded  upon  the  strongest 
reason;  because  our  neighbours  all  know 
Tery  wdl,  that  we  have  now  two  funds 
•omcient  for  supporting  any  war  we  may 
'  be  engaged  in,  and  wYdch  we  can  upon  any 
such  occasion  make  use  of,  without  over- 
loading the  subject,  or  raising  discontent 
in  the  nation;  Mid  these  funds  are  the 
lisnd-TaxandtheSinking-Fund.  Though 
our  knded  gentlemen  would  think  it  hard 
to  pay  4«.  in  the  pound  Land-Tax,  during 
a  tune  of  peace,  yet  they  would  not  cer- 
tainly grudge  that  tax,  if  they  saw  the  na- 
tion necesaarily  involved  in  a  war;  and 
though  the  Sinking-Fund  is  to  be  applied 
in  the  most  rdigious  manner  to  the  pay- 
ment of  our  old  debts,  yet,  in  case  of  a 
war,  I  believe  no  gentleman  will  say,  but 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  suspend  such 
payments  (especially  as  none  or  the  pub- 
lie  creditors  are  desirous  of  having  their 
money)  and  to  apply  that  fund  towards 
supporting  the  war;  so  that  our  neigh- 
bours kn<m  extremely  well  that  we  have  a 
revenue  of  above  two  millions,  besides  our 
usual  supplies^  which  we  may  raise  to- 
wards supporting  a  war  without^  lAying  any 
new  tax  upon  our  people. 

I  shall  adroit,  Sir,  that  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  be  a  gainer,  by  the  reduction 
of  the  interest  payable  upon  M  ftinds, 
and  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
nation  to  have  the  sinking  fund  increased; 
but  I  very  much  question  if  it  would  be 
possible  to  reduce  the  interest  pa3rable 
upon  our  old  funds  lower  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent, even  though  we  should  never  here- 
after contraet  one  shilling  new  debt*  I 
have  indeed  heard  of  a  great  many  pro- 
jects for  that  purpose;  and  some  or  them 
have  appeared  well  in  theory,  but  when 
they  came  to  be  examined,  it  has  always 
been  Ibund  that  they  would  not  do  in  prac- 
tice, and  therefore  they  have  been  laid 
aside  :  Besides,  Sir,  it  would  be  an  ex- 
periment of  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
^nce,  to  reduce  the  interest  payable 
upon  our  old  fiindif  lower  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent, because  it  would  probably  induce 
foreigners  to  draw  their  money  all  at  once 
out  St  our  fonds,  which  would  ai  course 
bring  our  public  credit  into  great  distress, 
and  would  drain  us  of  all  the  ready  specie 
now  cffculatine  in  the  nation ;  and  if  the 
public  credit  ofthe  nation  should  be  once 
Drought  ihto  any  great  distress,  most  ^ 
our  owft  people  would  take  the  alann. 


Debmii^en  raising  ik$ 
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iMdtk  would  run  it  so  low,  that  the  re^ 
storing  of  it  would  be  inq>racticable. 

Another  consideration.  Sir,  of  great 
weight  wkh  me,  is,  that  we  cannot  wc£  re- 
duce the  interest  upon  our  public  funds 
any  lower  than  it  is  at  present,  withoitt  re- 
ducing at  the  same  time  Uie  interest  of 
money.in  general ;  and  I  am  persuaded 
the  reducing  the  interest  oi  mone^r  in  ge- 
neral, to  a  lower  rate  tium  what  it  is  at 
present,  would  bring  great  diffiotdties  upon 
all  ranks  of  men  in  the  kingdom*  With 
respect  to  the  public  creditors  the  diiEcul* 
ties  are  iqpparent;  for  a  third  part  of  their 
yearly  income  has  been  taken  from  thon 
by  the  reduction  already  made ;  and  if  a 
farther  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  should 
be  made,  they  would  then  have  but  one 
half  of  that  revenue,  which  they  supposed 
they  were  to  have  when  they  first  lent 
their  money  to  the  public 

Then  with  reject  to  the  landed  gentle- 
men, the  reducing  interest  so  low  would 
be  a  flpreat  hardship,  for  they  would  be 
obliged  to  give  each  of  their  younger  chil- 
dren at  least  5  or  6,000/.  whereas  when 
interestis  at  5  or  6  per  cent,  one  hi^  of 
that  sum  will  enable  them  to  live  in  a 
^nteel  manner ;  so  that  the  reducing  of 
interest  so  low  would  lay  all  our  laMied 
gentlemen  under  a  necessi^  of  ruining 
their  estates,  or  at  least  of  mortgaging 
them  very  deeply,  to  provide  for  Uieir 
younger  children.  And  lasUy,  Sir,  with 
respect  to  tiie  trading  p«rt  of  the  nation,  it 
is  very  well  known,  that  every  branch  of 
trade  in  the  kingdom  is  already  so  over- 
stocked, that  it  is  almost  impossiUe  for 
onehalfof  our  tradesmen  to  live  by  their 
business ;  and  a  forther  redaction  oi  inte- 
rest would  drive  so  numy  into  trade,  that 
no  man  oouldfiv«  by  any  trade  he  could 
engage  in.  Even  our  borrowers  of  money. 
Sir,  orgentlemen  wheqwe  any  noone^  at 
intere^,  woukl  bereduced  to  great  difficid-  * 
ties;  forthe  profit  to  be  got  l^  lending 
money,  or  by  leaving  money  in  ai^  Boan^a 
lumd  at  interest,  would  be  so  small,  that 
no  men  would  think  of  enf^oying  it  ia 
that  way ;  this  would  of  coarse  bring  a 
ffeneral  demand  upon  aQ  tiiose  m  the 
kmgdom  who  owe  anyrmmey  at  interest, 
and  atthe  aaiae  time  would  render  it  ini-» 
possfole  for  them  to  find  any  money  Ibr 
answering  that  demand.  From  i^  whidi 
I  thmk  it  inconsistent  witii  the jpuMie  good 
of  the  nation,  and  wi^  that  of^every  par^ 
ticular  man,  to  reduce  the  interest  pa|]pblft 
upon  our  puUtefbnds  lower  than  H  ia  of 
present    Whateftr  may  be  tht 
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quence  with  reifiect  to  niniatert,  I  am 
Tery  certaiQ,  Sir,  it  would  be  an  expedient 
of  Tery  bad  consequence  with  respect  to 
his  present  Majesty  to  load  his  peoj^ 
with  taxes  whidi  they  may  think  unne* 
isessary;  for  the  peqple  wiU  always  pay 
voluntarily  and  freely  such  taxes  as  toey 
think  ai^  absolutely  n^tpessarv  for  the  sup* 
port  of  the  nation,  but  k  will  always  raise 
ai8afiectk>n  to  the  kingupoa  the  throne,  to 
load  the  pe<^le  with  taxes  which  they 
think  unnecessary  at  the  time  they  are 
laid  on.  It  is  for  this  reason  tlmt  m  time 
€if  war,  a  goyemment  may  venture  to  sub- 
ject the  people  to  taxes,  which  would  raise 
terrible  complaints,  tf  thev  should  be 
raised  in  time  of  peace;  aodfor  the  same 
reason  I  am  of  opinion^  that  we  ou^ht 
rather  to  convert  a  part  of  the  sinkmg 
fund  to  the  current  service  of  the  year, 
than  to  increase  any  of  our  old  taxes,  or 
load  the  people  with  any  new;  for  as  there 
is  at  present  no  demand  for  payk^  off  any 
of  our  debts,  and  as  none  of  the  publn; 
creditors  desire  to  have  their  money,  I  am 
convinced  the  generality  of  the  people 
would  think  it  unnecessary  to  loaa  them 
with  any  new  tax,  when  they  know  we  have 
such  a  fund,  ti  which  we  may  have  re- 
course ibr  making  good  the  current  ser- 
vice of  the  year ;  and  therefore  we  may 
presume  that  the  loading  of  them  at  pre- 
.aent  with  any  new  tax  would  raise  a  ge- 
neral disaffection  to  his  present  Majesty's 
person  and  government,  and  ccmsequoatly 
be  a  most  pernicious  expedient. 

It  has  becQ  said,  that  by  contracting  a 
new  debt,  and  creating  a  new  fund  for  the 
current  service  of  the  year,  the  nation 
comes  at  last  to  be  loaded  with  double 
the  sum  so  nused,  by  means  of  the  inter- 
est and  expences  of  management,  wluch 
they  are  obi^ed  to  pay  yeany  till  the  prin- 
cipal be  paid  off:  but  I  cannot  admit  of 
the  justness  of  this  calcidation ;  for,  with 
refl»ect  tothe  expences  of  managementpt  b 
weU  known  that  no  new  debt  we  have  liutoly 
contracted,  has  occatsioned  any  great  new 
expence ;  because  the  lund  for  paying  off 
that  ,debt  has  ahy&ys  been  coromittdl  to 
the  (Acass  aUready  erected,  so  that  it  has 
oceasioned  no  additional  expence^  but  thfat 
ttf  adding  perhaps  two  or  three  under  derks 
to  tome  of  the  offices  before  establ^ked : 
and  as  to  the  interest  paid  yeady  by  the 
nation,  does  not  every  private  nan  save 
that  interest  yearly,  or  make  as  much  by 
Ae  share  which  he  must  have  contributed 
to  that  ftf inc^  sum,  in  caae  it  had  been 
xaiaad  tnlhiii  the  year^  If  «cecy  mmx  im. 


the  nation  riiould  be  obliged  this  year  to 
contribute  10^.  towards  the  current  service 
of  the  year,  does  not  he  loose  the  interest 
of  that  l(k,  for  all  years  to  qome?  And 
if  by  borrowing  a  sum  of  onmey  upon  the 
public  credit  at  3  or  4  per  cent,  that  IQt* 
should  be  left  in  every  private  man's 
pocket,  may  he  not  make  every  ^ear  5  per 
cent,  of  that  money  so  left  in  his  pocket^ 
From  hence  it  must  be  granted,  that  the 
contractingof  a  new  debt  at  alow  intereatt 
instead  of  raising  the  money  within  the 
year,  is  an  advantage  rather  than  a  loss  %e 
the  -nation  in  generd. 

As  the  forces  necessary  for  the  service 
of  the  ensuing  year  both  by  sea  and  landt 
have  been  steady  agreed  to,  they  must 
be  provided  for  some  way  or  other :  and  if 
the  usual  taxes  shall  be  found  insufficient 
for  that  purpose,  every  one  knows  we  have 
butthreeways  to  make  ^ood  that  defici* 
ency.  We  must  make  it  good  either  by 
encreasing  some  old  taxes,  or  by  laying 
on  new  taxes,  or  by  taking  so  mudi  nrom 
the  sinking  fund  as  will  make  good  that 
deficiency.  As  for  the  first  method,  none 
of  our  old  taxes  will  admit  of  any  increase 
except  the  land-tax :  and,  considering  die 
heavy  load  that  has  for  many  years  lain 
upon  the  landed  gentlemen  of  this  kingdom, 
lam  really  surprized  that  &ey  have  so 
loi^  idlowed  themselves  to  be  so  loaded  by 
the  trading  mterest ;  therefore  for  the  sake 
of  prudence,  as  well  as  justice,  we  ought 
not  to  thinb  of  increasing  the  laud  tax  ; 
and  I  hope,  in  all  our  future  measures,  we 
shall  impoee  such  taxes  as  may  foil  with  an 
equal  weight  upon  all  the  subjects,  m  pro>- 
portioo  to  their  yearly  revenues  or  profits 
whether  those  yearly  revenues  and«profits^ 
proceed  from  land,  trade,  or  money.  With 
respect  to  the  second  method,  I  wish  with, 
all  my  heart  aeveralof  the  luxuries  whidi 
have  been  latdy  introduced,  or  very  mudi 
increased,  were  taxed  more  heaviiy  than 
they  are  at  pres^it ;  but  I  am  of  opiniott, 
that  it  is  a  dangerous  experiment  to  hgr 
on  any  new  tax,  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  even  i^on  the  luxuries  of  life ;  es- 
pecially as  it  is  generally  known,  that  we 
nave  another  fond  to  which  we  may  have 
recourse,  without  injuring  in  the  least  the 
public  credit  of  the  nation,  or  laying  any 
additional  load  upon  any  rank  of  people? 
and  if  we  should  venture  i^n  any  such 
measure,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  make 
use  of  any  such  tax  for  the  current  service 
of  the  year,  because  it  is  impossible  to 
guess  how  much  the  produce  of  a  new 
tm  will  amount  to»  and  I  cattnot  think  it 
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would  be  right  to  appropriate  an  uncertaift 

froduce  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sura, 
t  is  well  known,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
debts  we  are  now  loaded  with,  and  of  which 
•ome  gentlemen  take  all  occasions  to  com- 
plain in  the  most  grievous  manner,  were 
occasioned  by  that  very  method  of  laying 
en  a  new  tax,  the  produce  of  which  must 
always  be  uncertain,  and  appropriating 
that  uncertain  produce  towaras  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum :  therefore  if  gen- 
tlemen have  a  mind  to  lay  any  new 
taxes  upon  the  luxuries  of  life,  I  shall  not 
be  against  it ;  but  I  hope  they  will  order 
the  whole  produce  to  remain  in  the 
exchequer,  in  order  to  attend  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  parliament ;  for  before 
next  session  the  amount  of  such  new  tax 
will  be  known,  or  may  be  neariy  guessed 
at,  and  then  it  may  safely  be  appropriated 
to  the  current  service  of  the  then  ensuing 
year ;  or  be  made  a  fund  for  answering  the 
current  service  of  that  year.  Whether  the 
usual  taxes  will  be  sufficient  to  answer  the 
services  already  voted,  and  the  other  services 
that  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  en- 
suing year,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine ; 
but  S'they  are  not,  I  think  it  is  plain  tliat 
we  must  have  recourse  to  the  sinlang  fund, 
as  the  most  proper  method  of  providing  for 
any  deficiency :  however,  we  are  not  at  pre- 
sent to  determine  this  question  absolutely ; 
when  gentlemen  begin  to  consider  of  ways 
and  means  for  raising  tlie  sums  necessary 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  they 
ought,  and  they  certainly  will  agree  to 
raise  them  in  that  manner,  which  shaU  ap- 
pear to  be  the  least  burthensome  to  the 
people ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  would  be 
very  wrong  in  us,' to  restrain*  ourselves  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  motion  now 
before  us.  But  tliat  we  may  be  lefl  alto- 
gether free  to  do  in  this  respect  what  we 
may  think  proper  when  we  go  into  the 
Committtee  of  ways  and  means,  I  shall 

Sropose,  That  the  previous  question  may 
e  put,  with  regard  to  the  question  now 
before  us. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  same 
members,  who  were  for  the  motion,  as 
follows: 

Sir;  It  has  been  often  observed,  that 
new  measures  must  always  be  supported 
by  new  doctrines,  and  it  may  as  justly 
be  observed,  that  wrong  measures  must 
be  supported  by  wrong  doctrines.  This 
is  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Question 
now  before  us.  The  doctrines  advanced 
in  favour  of  that  measure  against  which 


the    present    question    is   intended,   art 
all  so  deceitful,  that  they  are  a    plain 
proof  that  the  measure  must  be  wrong. 
What  influence  our  ministers  may  think 
diey  have  in  the  councils  of  foreign  powers, 
I  shall  not  determine ;    but  I  am  sure  it 
does  not  appear  that  we  have  any  great 
influence,  either  from  the  advantages  that 
have  been  lately  obtained  in  favour  of  this 
nation,  or  from  the  late  behaviour  of  some 
of  our  neighbours  towards  our  allies.      I 
hope  it  wiU  not  be  said,  that  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid  had  any  great  regard 
for  us,  when  they  concluded  that  treaty  of 
Vienna  which  produced  the  treaty  of  Ha- 
nover, and  made  such  a  bustle  in  Europe ; 
and  I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  said,  that  the 
courts  of  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Turin,  shewed 
any  great  regard  for  us,  when  they  made 
I  that  private  alliance,  by  which  tliey  par- 
i  celled  out  among  them,  our  ally  the  em- 
,  peror^s  dominions  in  Italy ;  nor  can  it,  I 
think,  be  said,  that  the  emperor  placed  any 
'■  great  confidence  in  our  assistance,  when 
I  m  order  to  obtain  a  peace,  he  agreed  to 
j  yield  up  to  France  the  whole  duchy  of 
I  Lorrain. 

I  have  not  the  honour.  Sir,  to  be  in  the 
I  secret  of  aftairs,  therefore  I  must  judge 
from  public  appearances;  and  from  them 
it  is  to  me  evident,  that  our  influence  has 
of  late  greatly  decayed,  and  will,  I  am 
afraid  decay  more  and  more :  foreigners. 
Sir,  know  our  circumstances  better  than 
we  seem  to  do  ourselves ;  they  know  that 
now,  after  a  term  of  twenty  years  peace, 
our  public  debts  are  very  near  as  great,  and 
our  circumstances  as  bad  as  they  were  at 
the  end  of  the  last  war :  they  know  that 
by  a  land-tax  of  2s  in.  the  pound,  we  can* 
not  provide  for  the  yearly  supplies  we  think 
necessary,  even  in  time  of  peace,  without 
running  ourselves  into  some  new  debt,  to 
the  amount  of  5  or  600,000/.  yearly,  or 
taking  so  much  from  the  sinlung-nmd ; 
and  they  know  that,  as  the  sinking- 
fund  we  now  have  arises  wholly  from  our 
consumptions  being  mucli  greater  in  time 
of  peace  than  in  time  of  war,  the  greatest 
part  of  it  would  be  annihilated  in  case  we 
should  engage  in  a  war ;  from  which,  every 
foreigner  must  conclude,  and  I  should 
think  ever}'  Englishman  too,  that  with  4«. 
in  the  pound  land-tax.  we  could  not  raise 
500,000/.  a  year  more  than  has  been  found 
necessary  for  supporting  our  government 
in  time  of  peace ;  and  that  therefore  we 
CQuld  not  support  a  war  without  loading 
the  people  with  many  new  taxes,  or  gr^tlj 
increasing  those  we  now  have ;  neiUier  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SuppUes  totihin  the  Year. 
our  people  would 


102B3 

which^  I  am  afraid, 
patiently  submit  to. 

Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  consider  the 
•xtraordinary  doctrines  advanced,  for  the 
support  of  that  measure  which  the  op- 
po8U]|^  of  this  question  seems  to  point  at : 
m  the  first  place  we  are  told,  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  us  to  reduce  the  interest 
payable  upon  our  old  debts,  even  though 
we  shoula  never  contract  any  new  debt : 
this.  Sir,  is  contrary  to  one  of  the  most 
established  maxims,  which  is,  that  the 
natural  int^est  of  money  must  always  de« 
pend  upon  the  proportion  there  is  m  any 
particiiJar  country  between  the  demand  for 
borrowing  money  at  interest,  and  the  de- 
mand for  lending  money  at  interest;  for 
as  we  have  a  sinking-fund  capable  of  paying 
off  a  very  large  sum  yeariy,  if  we  never  per- 
Tctrted  any  part  of  that  fund,  which  is  al- 
ways the  same  with  contracting  a  new  debt^ 
we  should  be  every^  year  diminishing  the 
demand  for  borrowmg,  and  increasing 
the  demand  for  lending;  so  that  the  natur^ 
interest  of  money,  would  necessarily  of 
itself  decrease,  without  any  projects  for  that 
purpose. 

This,  I  say^  Sir,  would  of  course  happen 
in  a  few  years ;  but  even  at  present,  if  no 
new  debts  were  to  be  contracted,  I  do  not 
knew  but  methods  might  be  found  for  re- 
dudng  immediately  the  interest  of  all  our 
fiinds  to  S  and  a  hal^  perhaps  to  8  per 
teaat.  What  these  methods  may  be,  I  shall 
not  take  upon  me  to  mention,  because 
some  gentlemen  seem  resolved  that  no 
proposition  shall  be  received,  except  those 
«&red  by  themselves.  And  to  frighten  us 
firom  any  such  projects  we  are  told,  that 
tte  foreigners'woula,  in  such  a  case,  draw 
their  money  out  aQ  at  once,  and  drain  us 
of  all  the  current  specie  in  the  kingdom; 
but  to  those  who  understand  the  circum- 
otances  of  Europe,  and  are  apprised  of  the 
lewness  of  interest  in  some  countries,  and 
the  precaiiousness  of  the  security  in  others, 
this  mast  appear  to  be  a  mere  bugbear. 

BesidM^  Sir,  the  thin^  would  either  be 
in  itself  in^>ossA>le,  or  it  is  an  event  we 
have  no  occasion  to  be  afraid  of;  for  if 
foreigners  should  all  at  once  resolve  to  sell 
«ut.  It  would  either  run  the  price  of  all  our 
funds  a  great  deid  below  par,  or  it  would 
not ;  if  it  did,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
soBpend  their  resolution,  and  take  3  per 
oent.  rather  than  sell  out  100/.  stock  for 
SO  or  Ml.  in  ready  money;  and  if  their 
selling  out  did  not  run  the  price  of  our 
stocks  below  par,  we  can  have  no  occasion 
to  be  afVaid  of  any  such  resolution;   be- 
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cause  their  selling  out  could  n9t  ruin  our 
public  credit,  and  the  ready  specie  they 
could  carry  out  would  soon  be  replaced 
by  the  general  balance  of  our  trade,  if  we 
had  no  interest  to  pay  yearly  to  them ;  for 
it  has  been  for  many  years,  and  while  it 
continues,  it  must  always  be  a  terrible 
drawback  upon  our  general  balance  of 
trade,  to  have  a  sum  of4  or  500,000/.  sent 
yearly  out  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  pay 
the  interest  due  to  them,  every  farthing  of 
which  is  entirely  lost  to  us ;  because  the 
whole  is  spent  by  them  in  their  own  coun- 
tries, or  converted  into  principal  here,  to 
increase  their  future  yeiurly  demand. 

Another  paradox,  advanced  against  the 
(luestion  now  before  us  is.  That  the  re- 
auoing  the  interest  of  money  in  general, 
would  bring  great  difficulties  upon  all  ranks 
of  men  in  3ie  kingdom.  This,  Sir,  is  evi* 
dently  contrary  to  another  established 
maxim,  which  is,  that  the  lower  the  inte- 
rest (^  money  is  in  any  country,  the  more 
flourishing  it  must  be  m  its  trade  and  com- 
merce :  I  shall  grant,  that  it  would  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  of  our  public  creditors, 
as  well  as  of  all  other  money-lenders,  but  it 
would  not  diminish  their  capital,  and  those 
that  could  not  live  idly  upon  the  interest 
of  their  money  would  be  obliged  to  betake 
themselves  to  trade,  or  to  some  other  in- 
dustrious emplojrment,  which^nught  be  a 
service  to  themselves,  and  a  certain  advan- 
tage to  their  country. 

As  to  the  landed  gentlemen,  I  am  sur- 

Srized,  Sir,  to  hear  it  said,  that  the  re- 
ucing  of  interest  would  be  a  hardship 
upon  them,  considering  how  many,  I  am 
afraid  too  many  of  them,  are  like  theur 
country,  involved  in  debts  and  mortgages. 
On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  every  landed  sentleman  in  l^e 
king(fom,  because,  besides  reducing  the 
interest  he  is  to  pay  for  the  debt  he  owes, 
if  he  has  any,  it  would  greatly  increase 
the  value  of  Mb  lands,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
lands  in  the  kingdom;  and  as  for  his 
younger  children,  he  would  be  under  no 
necessity  to  give  them  any  greater  fgrtunes 
than  before  ;  but,  i£  he  were,  a  mortgage 
of  6,000/.  at  3  per  cent,  is  no  greater  bur- 
then upon  an  estate,  than  a  mortgage  of 
half  that  sum  at  6  per  cent,  interest ;  and 
if  any  part  of  the  estate  were  to  be  sold 
for  the  raising  of  that  money,  as  the  price 
of  lands  will  always  rise  in  proportion  as 
the  interest  of  mtmey  Ms,  when  money 
comes  to  be  at  3  per  cent,  interest,  the 
same  parcel  of  land  to  be  sold,  will  then 
^etch  6,000/.  which  would  have  soU  but 
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for  SfiOOl.  when  money  was  at  6  per  cent. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  honouraole  gen- 
tleman means  by  enabling  younger  chil- 
dren to  live  in  a  genteel  manner ;  unless 
he  means  in  an  idle  and  extravagant  man- 
ner; and  the  fewer  there  are  of  such  per- 
sons in  any  country,  I  am  sure  it  is  the 
better  for  the  country ;  which  would  be 
the  consequence  in  the  present  case :  For 
as  few  gentlemen  could  propose  that  their 
younger  children  should  live  upon  the  in- 
terest of  the  fortunes  they  could  give 
them,  they  would  breed  tnem  all  up  to 
some  trade  or  business;  so  that  instead  of 
a  great  number  of  idle  and  extravagant 
gentlemen,  we  should  have  a  great  num- 
ber of  industrious  and  frugal  tradesmen  or 
merchants  ;  and  which  would  be  of  most 
advantage  to  the  country,  is  very  easy  to 
determine. 

It  is.  Sir,  a  very  great  mistake,  to  ima- 
gine that  there  can  be  in  any  country  too 
great  a  number  of  merchants  and  trades- 
men, or  that  any  sort  of  trade,  which  de- 
serves that  name,  can  be  overstocked. 
Shopkeeping,  or  any  other  business,  which 
tends  to  support  the  luxury  of  a  people, 
may,  it  is  true,  be  overstocked;  and  it  is 
always  a  disadvantage  to  the  people  to 
have  too  great  a  number  of  such  among 
them;  but  as  for  merchants,  manufactu- 
rers, and  mechanicks,  there  can  never  be 
too  great  a  number  of  them  in  any  country ; 
because  the  more  there  are  of  them,  the 
more  foreign  trade  the  nation  will  have, 
the  greater  its  exports  will  be,  and  the 
more  easy  will  it  be  for  every  particular 
nfan,  if  he  be  industrious  and  irugal,  to 
provide  a  sirpport  for  himself  and  family. 
This  is  justified  by  experience  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  in  all  time« ;  and  therefore  among 
the  many  other  misfortunes  attending  our 
public  funds,  this  may  be  reckoned  as  one, 
that  a  great  number  of  our  people  are 
thereby  enabled  to  live  idly  upon  the  in- 
terest of  their  money,  which  must  neces- 
sarily diminish  the  number  of  our  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  and  mechanics. 

T6  imagine,  Sir,  that  the  reducing  of 
interest  to  8  per  cent,  would  bring  any 
distress  upon  those  who  have  occasion 
for  money,  is  something  very  new;  for 
the  more  trade  there  is  in  a  country,%the 
more  money  there  will  always  be  to  be 
lent  at  interest ;  and  those  who  have  more 
money  by  them  than  they  can  make  use 
of  in  their  trade,  will  always  lend  it  upon 
good  security,  even  at  1  per  cent.  raUier 
than  keep  it  in  their  own  coffers.  But 
upon  this  occasion  I  cannot  omit  taking 
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notice,  that  in  this  respect  too,  our  pub« 
lie  funds  are  of  great  detriment  to  die  trade 
and  private  cr^t  of  the  nation,  because 
the  monied  men  of  the  kingdom  have  so 
ready  a  way  of  getting  an  interest  for  their 
money  b^  means  of  these  funds,  that  th^ 
never  thmk  of  lending  their  money  to  prM 
vate  men,  but  at  an  extravagant  interest 
or  premium ;  by  which  means  our  private 
credit  between  man  and  man  is  vary  tmiA 
lessened,  and  great  sums  of  money  drawn 
out  of  trade,  which  is  therefore  a  very 
strong  argimient  in  &vour  of  the  question 
now  before  us. 

The  people.  Sir,  never  grudge  the  con- 
tributing what  is  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  government  in  time  of  peace,  no 
more  tluin  they  grudge  what  is  neceasary 
for  the  support  of  the  government  in 
time  of  war :  The  only  thing  tfiey  grudge 
is,  to  find  the  nation  loaded  with  an 
expence  that  is  not « necessary,  or  the 
money  they  contribute  improperly  ap- 
plied; and  though  the  perverting  of 
the  Sinking- Fund,  or  running  the  nation 
in  debt,  may  prevent  the  pe<^e  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  from  being  sensible  of  an 
uhnecessary  expence,  and  conseonently 
may  prevent  their  inquiring  stricay  into 
that  expence,  yet  such  a  measure  will  makt 
the  present  expence  fall  with  double  weiaht 
upon  their  postierity,  and  when  they  msd 
themselves  obliged  to  submit  to  heavy  new 
taxes,  because  all  the  old  stand  engaged 
for  the  payment  of  old  debts,  which  wiB 
certably  be  the  case  as  soon  as  the  nation 
comes  to  be  engaged  in  any  war,  they  wiO 
then  with  reason  complain,  that  an  insup- 
portable load  has  been  thrown  upon  them, 
for  the  sake  of  a  temporary  ease  given  to 
thelrancestors.  This  may  very  probably 
raise  a  general  disaffection  to  the  present 
establishment,  and  it  will  be  the  more 
dangerous,  because  it  will  happen  at  a 
time  when  our  enemies  will  certafaily  be 
in  earnest  about  playing  the  Pret^der 
upon  us.  This  consideration  must,  in  my 
opinion,  have  great  weight  with  every  gen- 
tleman, who  has  a  sincere  regard  ror  die 
illustrious  &mily  now  upon  the  throoe, 
and  especially  for  that  royal  prince,  who»  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  one  day  sway  the 
sceptre  of  this  kmgdom  ;  for  by  thus  per- 
verting the  Sinking  Fund,  or  running  tfaa 
nation  into  new  incumbrances,  even  ia 
time  of  peace,  he  may  be  left  in  such  dis- 
tress, as  not  to  have  it  anyway  in  his  power 
to  support  the  government  withany  hntre, 
or  to  vindicate  the  rights  6£  the  nation 
with  any  vigour. 
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That  no  new  office  or  officer  has 
Imtely  been  created  may  be  true,  but.  Sir, 
we  know  that  a  very  great  and  a  venr 
grievous  office,  and  a  great  number  of  offi- 
cers, were  lately  revived  in  pursuance  of 
the  same  measiffes  now  pointed  at;  and 
Tve  likewise  know  that  tne  collecting  of 
our  taxes,  and  the  managing  of  our  funds, 
cost  the  nation  a  most  prodigious  sum  of 
money  yearly,  a  much  sireater  sum,  I  be- 
lieve, than  is  necessary  for  that  purpose ; 
for  if  a  narrow  scrutmy  were  made  into 
that  affiur,  1  am  convinced  it  would  be 
found,  that  the  business  of  two  or  three 
offices  might  be  managed  by  one,  without 
employing  a  greater  number  of  officers 
ana  cferl^  in  tnat  one,  than  is  now  em- 
ployed in  any  one  of  the  three ;  so  that 
several  offices,  and  a  great  number  of 
officers  and  clerks  might  be  laid  aside,  by 
which  a  very  large  sum  of  money  might 
be  saved  yearly  to  the  public.  This  would 
contribute  greatly  towards  preventing  our 
loading  the  people  with  new  or  additional 
taxes,  or  running  the  nation  in  debt,  by 
creating  new  funds,  or  perverting  the  old ; 
and  this  the  people  would  certainly  insist 
on,  if  they  were  every  year  made '  sensi- 
ble of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  public 
service;  but  this  it  may  be  presumed,  will 
alwajrs  be  avoided  by  tnose  who  have  the 
disposal  of  such  lucrative  posts  and  em? 
ployments. 

It  has  been  insinuated,  as  if  it  were 
an  advantage  to  the  peonl^  to  run  the 
nation  in  £bt  yearly,  ratner  than  raise 
the  sums  necessary  within  the  year; 
because  the  money  is  thereby  saved  in 
every  private  man's  pocket ;  of  which  he 
may,  as  long  as  he  Keeps,  it  in  his  own 
possession,  make  an  interest  or  a  profit 
of  5  per  cent,  perhaps  more;  where- 
as the  public  may  borrow  at  3  per  cent, 
or  4  at  most ;  and  from  the  same  waj  of 
reasoning,  it  may  be  argued,  that  it  will  be 
an  advantage  to  the  people  to  run  the  na- 
tion every  year  into  some  new  debt,  and 
sever  pay  off  one  shilling  of  the  old.  But 
do  noPt  we  know.  Sir,  that  in  all  countries, 
people  look  upon  the  public  taxes  as  a 
part  of  their  yearly  expence ;  when  those 
taxes  are  high,  every  man  must  contract 
his  yearly  expence  in  other  articles,  and 
when  the  public  taxes  are  low,  every  man 
may,  and  generally  does  launch  out  a 
little  into  expences  upon  other  articles, 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  saved ;  so 
that  if  by  borrowing  a  sum  of  money  upon 
the  pubuc  credit  for  the  service  of  this 
year,  we  should  prevent  our  being  under  a 


necessity  of  imposing  a  tax  of  ten'shillmgs 
upon  every  man  in  the  kingdom,  that  ten 
shillings  would  not  be  saved  and  laid  out 
at  interest  by  any  man  in  the  kingdom^ 
at  least  not  by  any  man,  I  believe,  with  a 
view  to  answer  his  share  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  that  sum  that  had  been  bor- 
rowed by  the  public.  No,  Sir,  every  man 
would  live  in  nis  usual  way,  as  if  no  such 
ten  shillings  had  been,  or  were  ever  to  be 
paid;  no  man  would  contract  his  usual 
amiual  expence  on  account  of  his  share  of 
that  sum  borrowed  by  the  public ;  so  that 
the  sum  so  borrowed  by  me  public,  and 
the  interest  thereof,  would  remain  a  charge 
upon  every  man's  posterity,  without  their 
having  any  thing  left  them  by  their  ances-* 
tor  for  answering  that  charge. '  Even  the 
posterity  of  the  most  frugal  man  in  the 
tdngdom  would  not  be  one  shilling  the 
richer,  on  account  of  that  ten  shSlings 
which  was  saved  in  the  pocket  of  their  an- 
cestor ;  because  he  might  have  saved  ten 
shillings  of  his  yearly  expence  in  any  one 
year,  and  would  certainly  have  saved  it,  if 
he  had  found  himself  under  a  necessity 
of  paying  a  tax  of  ten  shillings  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Sir,  we  have  seen  of  late  years  several 
attempts  made  to  throw  a  division,  and  to 
breed  a  dissention  between  the  landed  in- 
terest and  the  trading  interest  of  this  na- 
tion; but  such  attempts  will^  I  hope, 
always  prove  fruitless,  for  their  interests 
are  inseparable,  and  wiU  always  be  thought 
so  by  every  man  who  has  a  respect  for 
either.  There  is  not  a  landed  gentleman 
of  any  sense  in  ,the  kingdom,  but  knows 
how  greatly  the  rents  of  his  estate  would 
be  diminished,  if  our  trade  should  be  un- 
done ;  and  therefore  he  will  never  consent 
to  the  throwingof  any  unnecessary  bur- 
then upon  it.  There  is  not  a  trading  man 
in  the  kingdom  of  any  consequence,  but 
has  a  view  to  settle  himself  or  his  poste- 
rity in  a  land  estate,  and  dierefore  He  wiH 
never  agree  to  the  throwing  of  any  unne- 
cessary burthens  upon  land:  but.  Sir, 
there  has  been  lately  a  third  interest  reared 
up  in  this  kingdom^  inconsistent  with  both: 
I  mean.  Sir,  the  interest  of  thobe  con- 
cerned in  our  public  funds.  This  is  an  in- 
terest for  the  support  of  which  botii  our 
landed  interest,  and  our  trading  interest 
are  now  greatly  distressed ;  and  it  is  an 
interest  whidi  some  gentlemen  seem  to 
have  a  much  greater  regard  for  than  for 
either  of  the  other  two.  Such  gentlemen 
will,  I  believe^  always  be  for  creating  new 
fundsi  as  long  as  we  have  any  thing  left 
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iftunortgagedy  or  anj  thing  upon  n^ch  a 
new  or  addtdonai  tax  can  be  laid;  because 
the  creating  of  new  funds  wiU  fdways  in- 
crease that  interest  which  diey  seem  te 
have  so  much  at  heart ;  and  wul  prevent 
its  being  ever  in  our  power  to  mminish 
tiiose  annuities  we  are  obliged  to  pay 
them;  but  they  ought  to  consider,  that 
the  number  or  men  concerned  in  our 
knded  and  trading  mterest,  must  always 
l^  much  greater  than  the  sunder  of 
those  concerned  in  our  ftinds ;  so  that  If 
people  find  that  either  our  landed  interest, 
and  our  trading  interest  nmst  be  destroyed, 
or  oar  public  fund  interest  annihilated,  it  is 
easy  to  see  itpon  ^om  the  ruin  must  fall ; 
mi  tiierefore,  if  those  gentlemen  consider 
right,  they  must  conclude  that  it  is  against 
the  interest  of  the  proprietory  of  our  funds 
to  make  any  addition  to  them,  or  to  drrert 
that  m6ney  which  is  appropriated,  and 
ouglit  to  be  applied  jearfy,  to  the  dimi- 
ni^ing  of  them. 

Whe^er  or  no  it  may  be  necessafy  to 
impose  any  new  taxes,  I  shall  not  deter- 
mine ;  I  hope  not,  but  if  it  should  be  found 
necessary,  the  produce  of  a  new  tax  may 
be  appropriated  to  the  current  service,  as 
well  as,  the  produce  of  an  old ;  becaase  if 
any  deficiency  happen,  it  may  and  ought 
to  be  made  good  ^ut  of  tte  grants  of  die 
Kticceeding  year  :  for  our  present  debts  did 
not  proc^d  from  appropriating  the  pro- 
duce of  any  new  tea,  but  ftam  not  taxing 
care  to  make  good  In  every  succeeding 
year  the  deficiencies,  which  had  happened 
m  the  grants  for  tiie  service  of  the  former. 
We  all  know.  Sir,  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
have  money  lying  in  the  Exdiequer  unap- 
propriated ;  we  know  what  a  temptation  it 
IS  for  some  gentlemen  to  form  extravagant 
projects,  and  to  put  the  nation  to  a  need- 
less expence :  nay,  we  know  how  apt  some 
gentlemen  are  to  break  through  tne  most 
strict,  and  the  most  necessary  appropria- 
tions, in  cases  where  there  is  not  an  imme- 
diate absolute  necessity  to  apply  the  sums 
so  appropriated  to  the  uses  for  wRich  they 
were  originally  designed ;  and  our  experi- 
ence in  this  particular  is  one  of  the  chief 
Reasons,  and  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments for  tlie  question  now  before  us  : 
therefore  if  we  ajgree  to  the  laying  on  of 
any  new  tax,  I  ho^e  it  will  be  immediately 
appr<^riated  to  the-  service  of  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  very  question  now  before  us  is, 
whether  we  ought  to  lay  a  restraint  upon 
ourselves,  with  respect  to  the  contracting 
of  any  new^debt,  or  diverting  the  sinkmg 


fund  from  that  use  for  whleh  it  was  origin-^ 
ally  designed,  and  t»  which  it  stands  ap- 
propriate by  liie  express  words  of  those 
acts  of  parliament  by  which  it  was  etta- 
blished  ?  The  restraint  now  proposed,  la 
only  for  thn  session  ;  but  I  wish  tfee  le-^ 
straint  were  for  all  sessions  to  eome ;  and 
I  am  sure  if  we  have  any  regard  for  010 
posterity,  if  we  have  any  r^ard  for  the 
present  iUustrious  family,  if  we  have  aoy 
regard  for  the  foture  bi^^piiiess,  I  may  say 
preservation,  of  the  nation,  we  will  atleaal 
forthissessionactasif  we  were  under  suck 
a  restraint;  therefore  there  can  be  no  havm 
in  lajring  ourselves  under  any  such.  And 
there  is  die  more  occasion  for  it,  becaase 
of  the  frecpient  deviations  we  have  latefy 
made  firom  thisnecessaay  rule,  and  becauae 
of  the  bad  use  that  may  be  made  of  sc 
late  precedents ;  for  tf  a  check  be 
sppedUj  put  to  such  flseasures,  as  aU  j 
nistrations  are  but^eetin^  things,  we  maf 
expect  tliat  every  administratipn  will  6tt« 
(ieavour  to  make  themselves  easy,  and  te 
put  off  the  evil  day  as  long  as  they  can,%jr 
contractile  some  naw  d^t  every  year,  and 
mortgagingsome()artof  tliesinkmg  ftmd,  aa 
longasSiereisafl^lingofitleft.  A^wehane 
atpresentaprettyconsiderableskikmgfond, 
diis  measure  ma^  perhaps  siiq^port  the  pro* 
sent  administration  as  lon^  as  it  can  weH 
be  supposed  to  last,  especmtly  if  no  war 
happens  in  the  mean  time  ;  but  sad  and 
melandioly  will  the  reokoning  eeitainly 
come  to  be  at  last,  when  we  find  eursolvea 
engaged  in  a  dangerous  and  expensive  war, 
oif  r  people  loaded  with  as  Keavr  taxes  aa 
diey  can  possibly  bear,  and  all  those  tanea 
mortgaged  for  tne  payment  aC  d^»ts,  ex- 
cept just  as  mudi  as  may  be  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  our  civil  government.  T^ 
project,  Sir,  gives  meji  most  terrible  alarm, 
and  therefore  I  am  most  heattily  for  the 
question  before  us. 

Then  the  questi«[i  bebg  put,  TImt  die 
question  be  now  put ;  it  was  oarriad  ki  ll» 
negative  \\^ithout  a  division. 

A  Petition  qJTthe  Justices  of  Peace  fir 
Middlesex^  against  the  excessive  use  ^Sfi* 
rituous  Liquors."]  F^.  dO.  A  Petition  of 
his  Majes^'s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
coimty  or  Middlesex,  in  their  g«ieral 
quarter  sessions  assembled,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth, 

"  Thatthedrinking  of  Geneva  and  other 
distilled  Spirituous  Liquors,  liad  for  some 
years  past  greatly  increased,  especially 
among  the  people  o£  inferior  rank  ;  and 
l^t  t£e  coxtftaot  and  ^Lcesnve  use  them* 
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of  had  dreadjr  deilrojred  Uiouaands  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  rendered  great 
munbers  of  others  unfit  lor  uscflil  lm>our 
and  servic^  debauchjng  at  the  same  time 
their  morals,  and  driTingthem  into  all  man- 
ner of  rice  and  wickedness ;  and  that  that 
pernicious  liquor  was  then  sold,  not  only 


oaher  persons  of  in&rior  trades  ;  by  whi( 
meaas,  joameymen,  ^prentices,  and  ser- 
vants, were  drawn  in  to  taste  and  by  de- 
grees  to  like,  approve,  and  inmioderately 
to  drink  thareof ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
apprehended  the  public  wel&re  and  safety, 
as  well  as  the  trade  of  the  nation,  would  be 
flieady  affected  by  it,  as  that  practice  was 
dangerous  and  mischievous  to  the  health, 
stvencth,  peace,  and  morals,  and  tended 
gready  to  diminish  the  labour  and  industry 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ;  uid  therefore 
praying  diat  the  House  would  take  the  pre- 
mises into  their  serious  consideration,  and 
apoly  such  remedy  as  the  House  should 
juo^  most  proper.''  This  Petition  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
tlie  whole  House ;  nod  it  was  resolved  that 
the  House  wou^d  resolve  itself  into  the  said 
Committee  on  the  128d,  to  consider  of  the 
said  Petition. 

Resoliaions  thereupon.^  Feb*  2S.  Hie 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee,  sir  Jos^h  JekyU  moved 
tbe  following  Resolutions,  viz.  **  1.  That 
the  low  price  of  Spirituous  Liquon  is  the 
principal  inducement  to  the  excessive  and 
pernicious  use  diereof.  2.  That  in  order 
to  prevent  the  eiccessive  and  pernicious 
use  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  disoouiage- 
ment  be  given  thereto  by  a  duty  to  be  laid 
on  aU  sudi  liquors  by  retail.  S.  That  the 
vending,  bartering,  or  uttering  the  said  li- 
<piors  be  restrained  to  persons  keeping 
puUic  bftndy-shops,  victualling  houses, 
cofee  houses,  ale-jiouses  and  innholders, 
and  to  endtk  apothecaries  and  surgeons,  as 
i^uld  make  use  of  the  same  by  way  of. 
medicine  only.  4.  That  no  person  keep- 
ing a  public  brandy-shop,  a  public  victual- 
ling hoctse,  coffee4iou8e  or  ale-house,  or 
bem^  an  innholder,  dbould  be  permitted  to 
vend;  barter,  or  utter  the  sud  liquors,  but 
by  liceftoe,  with  a  duty  payable  there- 
upon." 

These  Resolutions  were  all  agreed  to 
without  debate  in  the  comtnktee,  and  bebg 
B^ct  day  reported  to  die  House,  were  there 
likewise  agreed  to.  Hien  it  was  ordered. 
That  die  said  Report  be  raferred  to  the 
Commktee  <^die  whole  H»i»ei  to  whom 
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{t  was  refeftted  t#  consider  £ifther  •f  wayt 
and  means  for  laisiiig  the  supplyt 

DebMtf  m  a  MoHon  for  mtMing  ih$ 
King  to  iorrmio  BOOfiOOLchargwik  m  tht 
l^nSiug'Fimd.']  Feb.  27*  The  House  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into  a  eommlttee,  to 
consider  ferther  of  ways  and  means  ibr 
raising  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Migesty^ 
and  Che  Surplusses  stated  atLady-dfl^astfl 
MichaeUpas  having  been  referred  to  the 
said  committee,  a  motion  was  made, 
**  Iliat  towards  raisingtbe  Supply  grantol 
to  his  Ma|e8ty,his  Majesty  be  enabled  to 
borrow  any  sum  or  sums  of  xBoney  not 
exceeding  600,000^.  at  an  interest  not 
exceeding  3L  per  cent,  per  ann.  by  loaae 
to  be  charged  upon  the  surplusses,  exfv 
cesses,  or  overj^us  monies  commooly  called 
the  Sinking  Fund,  redeemable  by  pacUa* 
ment." 

Upon  this  modon  there  was  a  debate,  hi 
whidi  the  courtiers  urged 

The  necessity  of  raising,  some  way  or 
other,  the  Supplies  i^ited  fer  the  current 
service  of  the  ^ar ;  the  impoasibility  that 
there  was  of  raising  tfaeip  soiy  odi«r  way, 
but  by  throwing  the  burden  upon  we 
landed  interest,  iHiich  would  be  the  mono 
imreasonable,  because  that  interest  had 
been  for  many  years  ^overloaded,  and 
obliged  to  contribute  much  more  than 
their  proportional  share  towards  the  an- 
nual pubUc  expence ;  the  absolute  unoon* 
trottlable  ri^  the  parliaitent  had  to  die* 
pos^j^the  Sinking  Fund  yemrly  to  audi 
purp^s,  ai  they  should  think  most  &m 
the  benefit  of  the  nation  in  general;  the 
incon^tni^oce  of  paying  off  too  mudi  of 
the  puUic  d^  at  onoe;  the  uawilHngneaa 
of  the  public  creditors  to  receive  their 
money;  and  the smaU  interest  the  nation 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  what  money 
was  necessary  to  be  borrowed  upon  mt 
credit  of  the  Sinkdn^^nd. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  That  the  Sup* 
plies,  necessary  fer  the  current  eervice  of 
the  yeor,might  have  bee&  gready  reduced, 
if  some  ge^emen  had  thounit  £t ;  in 
which  case  tey  would  not  nave  heat 
eblioed  either  to  throw  tm  additionai 
burden  on  die  landed  interest,  or  toin«> 
croach  upon  that  fund,  which  had  alwqrs, 
till  of  late  years,^been  deemed  sacred  to 
the  pertinent  of  our  pidbHc  debts :  That  if 
words  in  an  fbet  of  peittament  could  ap^^ 
propriote  any  sum  to  a  particular  use,  the 
SinKing  Fund  was  originally  *  appropriated, 
in  the  most  exnteas  terms,  to  vie  payment 
of  the  public  debts  coi^nieted  befi^oa  the 
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year  1716 ;  and  the  only  poirer  that  was 
left  to  future  parliaments,  oy  its  original 
constitution,  was  to  dispose '  of  it  to  the 
payment  of  such  of  those  debts,  as  should 
at  the  time  be  thought  most  necessary  to 
be  paid  off:  That  it  would  behimpy  far  the 
nation,  if  they  couldpay  off  all  their  pub« 
lie  debts  at  once :  That  the  unwillingness 
ci  the  public  creditors  to  receive  their 
money  was  a  certain  sign  of  their  having 
an  advantageous  bargain ;  and  was  there- 
fore a  demonstration,  that  it  was  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  to  pay  them  off  as  fitst 
as  possible:  And  that,  though  they  might 
periiaps  be  able  to  borrow  the  sum  then 
proposed  at  S/.  per  cent,  yet  even  at  that 
rate,  it  was  adding  to  the  future  yearlv  ex- 
pence  of  the  nation  a  sum  of  18,000/.  per 
ann.for  ever;  which,  though  perhaps  a 
small  sum  in  the  eyes  of  gentlemen  who 
dealt  in  millions,  was  however  a  sum,  that 
might  thereafter  be  greatly  wanted  for 
the  current  service  of  some  succeeding 
year:  That  considering  the  great  expence 
we  had  been  at  in  the  then  current  year, 
and  the  great  expence  we  were  like  to  be 
put  to  in  the  next,  for  the  defence  of  a  fo- 
reign nation,  they  were  surprized  to  find 
that  no  subsidy  had  been  received,  nor  any 
sum  like  to  be  brought,  at  least  to  the  pub- 
lic account,  for  answering  the  expence  we 
had  been,  or  were  like  to  be  at  on  that  oc- 
casion: That  we  found  by  experience,  no 
aation  would  so  much  as  promise  us  any 
assistance,  without  our  granting  them  a 
krge  annual  subsidy,  to  commence  as 
toon  as  the  promise  was  made,  and  to  be 
paid,  though  no  such  assistance  should 
ever  be  wanted:  That  even  when  some  of 
our  allies  had,  for  very  .valuable  considera- 
tions, engaged  to  assist  us  at  their  own 
expence,  yet  when  that  assistance  was  re- 
ouired,  they  had  always  found  pretences 
Hir  not  complying,  ^tiU  we  engaged  to  de- 
fray any  expence  they  should  be  put  to 
upon  that  account:  That  it  was  certainly 
our  interest  to  protect  our  allies,  and  to 
prevent  any  one  of  our  neighbours  grow- 
mg  too  powerful  by  conquering  another ; 
but  if  we  always  shewed  oursenres  ready 
to  protect  the  weakest  side  at  our  own  ex- 
pence,  every  one  would  find  pretences  for 
throwing  all  the  burden  upon  our  shoulders, 
by  which  management  wemust  necessarily 
at  last  become  tne  weakest  of  all  our  neigh- 
bours ;  and  having  thus  spent  our  whole 
force,  and  thrown  away  au  our  money  in 
the  protecting  of  others,  we  should  at  last 
have  nothing  left  wherewithal  to  protect 
or  siqyport  ourselves. 


To  this  it  was  replied  agun,  Hiat  we  • 
had  given  no  assistance,  nor  had  lately  put 
oursSves  to  any  expence  in  the  defence 
of  any  nation,  but  what  we  were  obliged 
to,  not  only  by  the  most  solemn  treaties, 
but  even  for  the  sake  of  our  own  preser- 
vation :  That  with  regard  to  the  nation 
supposed  to  be  meant  (Portugal)  it  was 
very  well  known,  that  we  were  as  much 
interested  in  the  defence  and  preservatioa 
of  that  nation  as  of  any  other;  and  it  was 
likewise  known,  that  we  were  far  firom 
beinff  at  all  the  expence,  for  that  nation 
itself  had  been  at  a  very  great  expence  in 
providing  for  its  own  defence,  ana  a  great 
part  of  Uie  money  laid  out  in  that  provi- 
sion, had  been  brought  to  this  kingdom  : 
That  as  that  affiiir  was  then  upon  the  anvil^ 
it  could  not  at  this  time  be  fully  explained, 
but  a  time  would  come  when  it  might; 
and  when  that  time  did  come,  the  House 
might  then,  if  they  thought  fit,  inquire  into 
it ;  upon  which  occasion  the  necessity,  the 
justice,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  present  con- 
duct would,  they  believed,  be  easily  ex- 
plained to  die  satisfaction  of  almost  ever^ 
gentleman,  who  might  then  have  the  ho- 
nour of  being  a  member  of  that  House. 

Then  the  question  being  put  for  agree- 
ing to  the  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
fimative  without  a  division. 

Petition  of  the  Quakers  for  Relief  re^ 
lating  to  Itthes.2  March  2.  A  Petition 
of  the  people  called  Quakers  was  presented 
to  the  Commons,  and  read,  setting  forth, 
^  That  notwithstanding  the  several  acts  of 
parliament  made  for  the  more  easy  re- 
covery of  tithes,  church-rates,  oblations, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  dues,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  by  warrant  from  justices  of  the 
peace ;  yet  as  the  said  people  conscien- 
tiously refuse  the  pa3nnent  thereof,  they 
are  not  only  liable  to,  but  many  of  them 
have  undergone  grievous  sufferings  by  pro- 
seciition  in  the  exchequer,  ecclesiastical, 
and  other  courts,  to  the  imprisonment  of 
their  persons,  and  the  impoverishing  and 
ruin  of  them  and  their  families,  for  such 
small  sums  as  are  recoverable  by  those  acts: 
and  therefore  praymg.  That  the  House 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration,  and  afford  them.suoJb  relief 
therein  as  to  the  House  should  seoa 
meet.** 

Hereupon,  it  was  ordered.  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend,  and 
render  more  e&ctual  the  laws  now  in 
being,  for  the  more  easy  recovery  <^Tithes, 
church-rate8yOblations,and  other  ecdesiat- 
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ileal  dues  from  the  people  called  Quakers ; 
tLTid  tliat  Mr.  Glanville,  sir  William  Yonge, 
Mr.  Henry  Archer,  and  Mr.  Hampden, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Debate  on  the  Motion  Jbr  a  Duty  of  20s, 
per  Gallon  to  be  laid  on  all  l^rituotis 
Liquors.^  March  8.  The  House  being 
in  a  grand  committee  on  the  su^^ly,  sir 
Joseph  JekjU  moved  to  resolve, "  That  for 
all  Spirituous  Liquors,  which  any  retailer 
thereof  shall,  from  and  after  the  24th  day 
of  June,  17S6,  be  possessed  of,  there  shall 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty  a'  duty  of  20^. 
per  gallon'';  but  this  was  opposed  by 
several  members,  who  thought  tne  laying 
on  so  high  a  duty  was  in  some  measure  a 
prohibiti6n ;  ana  upon  this  occasion 

Mr.  WiUiam  Pubeney  stood  up,  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

Sir ;  I  believe  it  will  be  admitted  by 
€ver^  gentleman,  that  the  constant  and  ex- 
cessive use  of  spirituous  liquors  among  the 
inferior  rank  of  our  people,  is  a  practice 
which  has  of  late  years  grown  to  a 
ixK>nstrous  height,  audit  will  oe  as  gene- 
jrally  and  as  readily  admitted,  that  this 
practice  is  dangerous  and  mischievous  to 
the  health,  stren^h,  peace,  and  morals  of 
the  people ;  and  that  it  tends  greatly  to 
dimmishing  the  labour  and  industry  of  his 
Maiesty^s  subjects ;  therefore  I  beh«ve  we 
shall  all  agree  in  this,  that  some  method 
ought  to  be  taken  for  putting  a  stop  to  this 
practice ;  but  whether  it  be  necessary  for 
this  end,  to  lay  a  total  prohibition  upon  the 
retail  of  such  liquors,  is  a  question  that  will 
in  my  opinion,  admit  of  some  doubt,  and 
deserves  our  most  serious  consideration, 
because  of  the  many  bad  consequences 
with  which  such  a  prohibition  must  cer- 
tainly be  attended. 

Let  us  consider^  Sir,  that  the  distiHing 
trade  is  a  business  which  has  been  carried 
on  by  royal  authority  for  about  an  hundred 
years,  and  that  it  has  been  not  only  highly 
approved,  but  very  much  encouraged  by 
several  acts  of  parliament  passed  since  the 
revolution.  Under  such  public,  such 
great,  and  such  solemn  sanctions,  what 
person  in  the  kingdom  could  imagine  that 
the  trade  was  in  itself  pernicious,  or  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  health  and  wel- 
&re  of  the  people ;  no  man  could ;  and  ac- 
cordingly great  numbers  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  especially  withi^  these  last  forty 
years,  have  betaken  themselves  to  this 
business,  and  have  employed  all  the  money 
they  were  masters  of  in  providing  materials 
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proper  for  the  business.  And  farther,  Sir, 
as  the  distilling  of  such  spirits  has  met  with 
great  encouragement  from  the  legislature 
tor  many  years  past,  so  likewise  the  retail 
of  them  has  been  so  much  encouraged,  or 
at  least  connived  at,  and  there  is  not  now 
an  inn,  an  alehouse,  or  a  coffee-house  in  the 
Idnffdom,  but  what  owes  a  great  part  of  its 
pronts  to  the  retail  of  such  liquors :  by  which 
means  there  are  now  such  multitudes  of 
families  in  the  kingdom  who  owe  tfieir 
chief,  if  not  their  only  support  to  Uie  dis- 
tilling, or  to  the  retailing  such  liquors,  that 
they  very  well  deserve  the  caife  and 
the  consideration  of  a  British  House  of 
Commons.  The  only  complaint  now 
before  us,  Sir,  is  against  tne  constant 
and  excessive  use  of  spirituous  liquors 
among  persons  of  inferior  rank :  there  is 
no  complaint  against  the  liquors  them* 
selves,  nor  was  it  ever  said  that  a  moderate 
use  of  any  sort  of  such  liquors  was  hurtftd; 
nay,  it  will  be  granted,  I  believe,  that  the 
moderate  use  of  them  is  upon  many  occasions 
convenient,  if  not  necessary;  so  that  by  a 
total  prohibition  of  such  liquors  by  retail 
we  seem  to  be  carrying  the  remedy  much 
farther  than  the  disease,  even  with  respect 
to  our  home-made  spirits.  But  with  res- 
pect to  rum,  I  am  sure  there  was  never  any 
complaint  against  the  constant  and  ex- 
cessive use  of  that  liquor  among  persons 
of  inferior  rank ;  therefore  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  retail  of 
that  liquor ;  and  when  we  consider  the 
present  low  and  distressed  condition  of  our 
sugar-colonies,  and  that  they  are  now 
chiefly  supported  by  the  sale  of  their  rum^' 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  put  almost  an  intire 
stop  to  the  consumption,  of  that  liquor, 
without  s^me  very  strong  and  very  urgent 
reasons  for  so  doing. 

From  what  I  have  said,  Sir,  I  hope  no 
gentleman  will  suppose  or  imagine,  that  I 
am  arguing  against  our  udcing  some  me-; 
thod  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  constant  and 
excessive  use  of  such  liquors  amongst  per- 
sons of  inferior  rank.  No,  Sir,  I  shall 
readily  and  willingly  agree  to  any  proper 
method  for  that  purpose ;  but  I  must  de- 
clare that  my  concern  is  so  great  for  the 
multitudesoffamiliesboth  in  mis  islandand 
in  the  West-Indies,  who  now  owe  their  chief 
support  to  the  making  and  vending  of 
such  liquors,  that  I  cannot  give  my  con- 
sent to  any  regulation  which  will  turn  them 
entirely,  and  at  once,  out  of  the  business 
to  which  they  at  present  owe  their  chief 
support ;  especially,  as  I  am  convinced  the 
disease  we  have  .under  our  consideration 
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does  not  anj  ways  stand  in  need  of  such  a 
desperate  cure;  and  I  have  likewise  so 
great  a  r^ard  for  his  Majesty  and  his  iU 
histrious  nunily^  and  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  this  kmgdom,  that  I  cannot  give 
ny  consent  to  a  regulation  which  I  foresee 
wm  raise  great  diKiffection  to  the  present 
gOYemmenty  and  may  produce  such  riots 
and  tumults,  as  may  endiauiger  our  present 
tstdt>li8hment,  or  at  least  such  as  cannot 
be  quelled  without  qpilling  the  blood  of 
many  of  his  Majesty's  once  fiuthlul  sub* 
jeclSy  and  putting  an  end  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people*  ft  is  a  dangerous,  it  is,  8ir, 
a  terriole  things  to  reduce  n)any  thousands 
of  fiunilies  at  once  to  a  state  of  de^Mur, 
which  will  be  the  certain  consequence  of 
laying  such  high  duties  upon  the  retail  of 
q)irituous  hquors  as  will  amouot  to  a  total 
prohibition. 

The  constant  and  excessive  use  of  spin-* 
tuous  liquors,  amongst  the  inferior  rant:  of 
our  people,  is  the  omy  complaint  now  pro* 
perly  before  us,  and  as  it  is  evident  that 
this  grievance  proceeds  entirely  from  the 
low  price  of  our  home-made  spirituous  li- 
quors, it  is  certain  that  a  duty  upon  all 
Such,  perhaps  less  than  that  which  was  im* 
posed  by  tne  late  act  against  Geneva, 
would*  prevent  the  constant  and  excessive 
use  of  such  liquors  amongst  the  inferior 
rank  of  our  people :  this,  Sir,  I  think  is 
•vident  from  the  effect  of  those  high  duties 
which  are  laid  upon  brandy  and  rum ;  for 
it  i?  certain  that  brandy  and  nun  are 
more  coveted  by  the  vulgar,  and  may 
easily  be  made  more  palatable  than  any 
aort  of  home-made  spirit ;  yet  we  have 
never  heard  of  great  complaints  made 
against  the  constant  and  excesdve  use  of 
bran^  or  rum  amoi^  persons  of  inferior 
rank;  the  reason  of  which  certainly  is, 
btoauMi  the  duties  upon  these  liquors  have 
raised  the  price  so  high,  that  the  lower 
aiHrt  of  people  cannot  afford  to  make  a 
iBonatant  and  excessive  use  of  them ;  and 
therefore  it  is  plain,  that  if  the  price  of  aU 
Iboae-made  spirits  were,  by  a  duty  to  be 
laid  upon  them,  made  as  hi|zh  as  the  price 
of  rum  is  at  present,  it  would  prevent  the 
constant  and  excessive  use  of  tnem  amodg 
the  vulgar* 

It  cannot  be  said,  3ir,  that  nothing  but 
m  total  prohibition  can  be  an  efectual  re*- 
medy  against  the  evil  complained  of,  be- 
cause we  all  know  that  the  lace  act  against 
Geneva  was  effectual  so  far  as  it  went :  It 
was  made,  we  Ipiow,  to  extend  oidy  to 
compound  ^rits,  and  with  respect  to 
them  k  was  tm  efcctual  remedy,  for  it 


put  an  entire  stop  to  the  constant  and  ex- 
cessive use  of  such  spirits  amongst  those 
of  inferior  rank ;  but  some  of  the  distillen 
immediately  began  to  make  a  sort  of  plaia 
spirit,  which,  I  believe  in  derision  of  the 
act^  they  caJHed  Parliament  Brandy,  and 
this  the  common  people  made  as  constaat 
and  as  excessive  an  use  of,  as  thej  had 
before  done  oi  compound  spirits :  this  wai 
the  case  of  that  act,  and  if  it  had  beea 
amended,  and  made  to  extend  to  all  home- 
made spirits,  instead  of  being  refeakd^ 
there  would  never  have  been  occasioB  for 
any  such  complaint  as  that  we  have  now 
before  us :  how  it  comes  to  be  repealed,  I 
shall  not  now  take  upon  me  toexplsin; 
but  upon  recollecting  what  was  the  efiect 
of  that  act,  I  think  we  need  not  ^ive  oor- 
selves  any  great  trouble  in  searchmg  after 
a  remedy  for  the  disease  now  complained 
of:  let  us  but  revive  that  act,  extend  it  to 
all  home-D^e  spirits,  and  add  some  elausei 
for  prev«[iting  anv  person's  selling  soh 
rituous  liquors  witnout  a  licence,  sad  I 
iim  convinced  the  remedy  will  be  found  to 
be  effectual. 

But  admitting  that  nothing  but  a  total 
prohibition  will  do  ;  yet,  for  God's  ask, 
sir,  let  us  have  some  regard  to  the  msaj 
poor  families  that  are  now  supported  bj 
the  distilling  and  vending  of  spirituooi 
liquors :  do  not  let  us,  for  Goa's  asks, 
turn  them  all  at  onc»out  of  their  liveli- 
hood :  let  us  consider  how  difficult  it  ii 
for  a  man  who  has  been  bred  up  to,  sod 
long  exercised  one  sort  of  business,  to  ton 
himself  all  at  once  to  another,  'by  which 
he  may  support  his  family :  let  us  conaider 
what  a  loss  he  must  sustain  by  the  ask  of 
those  utensils  he  had  bccasion  fot  in  hb 
former  way  of  business ;  the  difficulty  mud 
upon  all  occasions  be  great,  the  loss  must 
be  considerable;  but  by  turning  such 
multitudes  adrift  at  once,  we  shi£  moke 
the  difficulty  insurmounts^le,  and  the  loii 
irreparable;  for  there  will  be  such  numben 
bTt)ught  at  once  to  look  out  for  new  em* 
ployments,  that  it  will  make  it  impoasible 
for  any  one  of  them  to  succeed;  tad 
there  will  be  such  a  large  quantity  of  a 
certain  sort  of  materials  brought  at  once 
to  the  market,  that  none  of  them  will  bnr 
any  price*  In  short,  Sir,  the  di£knkies 
and  distresses  which  many  poor  ftmiliei 
must  be  drove  to,  raise  in  me  the  BKMt 
melancholy  reflections, .  and  they  must 
raise  in  the  breast^  every  man  that  bean 
me,  the  most  compassionate,  concern; 
therefore,  tf  it  be  thought  absolutely  ae- 
cessary  to  lay  on  such  di^ea  as  will  amottot 
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to  a  prohibition,  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
laid  on  all  at  once :  we  may  tiow  lay  on  a 
small  duty  upon  all  sorts  of  spirits  sold  by 
retail,  and  a  small  duty  upon  licences  for 
telling  by  retail;  we  may  increase  those 
duties  the  next  session,  and  we  may  go  on 
increasing  yearly,  till  tfiey  be  at  last 
brought  up  so  high  as  to  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition ;  by  this  naethod  people  will  have 
time  to  look  about  them,  and  will  get 
out  of  the  trade  by  degrees ;  which  will 
make  it  the  less  hurtful  to  every  particular 
man,  and  the  more  easy  for  him  to  fix  him- 
self in  some  new  way  of  business,  by 
which  he  may  be  able  to  support  his  fa- 
mily. 

I  have  often  heard,  Sir,  of  sumptuary 
.  laws,  by  which  certain  sorts  of  apparel,  or 
rather  decorations,  have  been  forbid  to  be 
worn  by  persons  of  inferior  rank;  but  I 
never  yet  heard  of  ^  sumptuary  law,  by 
which  any  sort  o£  victuals  or  drink  were 
forbid  to  DC  made  use  of  by  persons  of  a 
low  degree ;  yet  this  is,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  what  seems* to  be  now  intended:  we 
■re  absolutely  to  forbid  the  use  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  to  all  those,  who  are  not 
able  to  purchase  a  certain  number  of 
gallons  at  a  time :  a  poor  joumevman  or 
£d)Ourer  shall  not  have  a  dram,  snail  not 
have  a  glass  of  punch,  unless  he  can 
spare  to  lay  out  eight  or  ten  shillings  at  a 
time,  which  I  am  sure  two  thirds  of  our 
people  cannot  w^ll  spare  to  do :  whereas 
if  a  man  is  rich  enough  to  lay  out  eight 
or  ten  shillings  at  a  time^  or  profligate 
enough  to  pawn  his  coat,  in  order  to  raise 
the  money,  he  may  drink  as  much,  he 
may  commit  as  many  debauches  in  that  li- 
quor as  he  pleases :  the  law,  contrived  by 
v^e  wisdom  of  the  British  legislature 
against  the  excessive  drinking  of  spirits, 
shall  put  no  restraint  upon  any  such  man : 
if  spirituous  liquors,  even  when  taken  in 
the  most  moderate  way,  are  of  such  a 
pernicious  nature,  that  the^  ought  never  to 
oe  tasted  without  the  advice  and  prescrip- 
tion of  a  physician,  we  ought  to  take  care 
of  the  rich  as  well  as  of  the  poor,  by  putting 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  former  as  weU 
as  of  the  latter,  to  taste  the  bewitching  cup 
without  such  advice  and  prescription ;  but 
if  the  moderate  use  of  such  liquors  be  no 
way  hurtful,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  our 
making  any  invidious  distinction  between 
the  poor  and  the  rich ;  let  us  leave  the 
moderate  use  of  such  liquors  to  all,  and 
take  all  proper  methods  for  preventing 
their  bein^  immoderately  used  by  any. 
This, .  I  thmk.  Sir,  may  be  done  by  a  mviik 
[VOL.  IX.] 


lower  duty  than  that  now  proposed,  and 
therefore,  though  I  have  as  great  a  regard 
for  the  health  and  the  morals  of  the  people 
as  any  gentleman  m  this  House;  yet  I  can- 
not but  be  against  the  motion  now  made 
toyou,  because  ofthe  terrible  consequences 
with  which  it  must  be  necessanly  at* 
tended. 

In  answer  to  the  above  speech  of  Mr. 
Pulteney*8,  it  was  urged^  That  no  sort  of 
distilled  spirituous  liquor  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  nature ;  that 
such  liquors  were  at  first  used  oaly  by 
physicians,  in  some  dangerous  distempers^ 
and  were  never  dispensed  but  in  smaU 
quantities ;  but  when  such  liquors  were  to 
be  met  with  at  every  comer,  and  people 
left  at  hberty  to  take  as  much  of  them  as 
they  pleased,  few  could  keep  themselves 
within  any  bounds,  because  a  small  quan- 
tity deprived  them  of  their  reason,  and  the 
companions  they  usually  met  with  at  such 
places,  encouraged  them  to  drink  to  ex- 
cess :  That  it  was  impossible  to  prevent 
this  excess,  without  dimmishing  the  num- 
ber of  retailers  of  such  liquors,  and  raising 
the  price  so  high,  as  to  put  them  out  of 
the  reach  of  persons  of  interior  rank,  who 
were  the  only  sort  of  people  apt  to  make . 
a  custom  of  getting  drunk  with  such  li- 
quor ;  for  that  very  few  ofthe  better  sort 
had  ever  been  found  to  commit  firequent 
debauches  in  such  liquors ;  and  even  with 
respect  to  them,  by  putting  it  out  of  their 
power  to  meet  with  such  liquors  at  a  cheap 
rate  in  any  place  of  public  resort,  the 
temptations  which  mignt  arise  fron  pro- 
miscuous company,  would  be  entirely  taken 
away,  and  very  few  persons  were  so  ridi- 
culously abandoned  as  to  get  dnmk  by 
themselves. 

That  they  were  very  sensible  of  ^e  dif- 
ficulties to  which  great  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty*s  subjects  would  be  reduced  by  the  du- 
ties to  be  laid  upon  the  retail  of  such  liquors; 
but  the  interest  of  every  particular  raaa 
must  give  way  to  the  general  interest ;  and 
where  the  preservation  of  the  society  was 
so  essentially  concerned,  the  prejudice  of 
some  few  particular  persons  was  not  to  be 
regarded.  However,  that  all  possible  care 
would  be  taken  of  those  that  might  suffer 
by  the  duties  to  be  laid  upon  lJ^  retail  of 
spirituous  liquors,  m  orderthat  they  might 
be  enabled  to  fall  upon  some  other  way  of 
supporting  their  families;  and  as  every  on* 
would  be  convinced  that  their  being  turned 
out  <^  their  present  way  of  supporting 
them,  was  necessary  for  die  pabiic  good^ 
it  was  to  be  presumed  di^  eveiy  maA 
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would  willinglj  submit  to  tach  a  reMk- 
tion ;  80  that  it  could  not  raise  any  disa^ 
fection  to  his  Majesty^s  gor eminent. 

That  with  respect  to  rum  and  brandy^  it 
was  very  certain  that  they  likewise  nad 
been  often  drank  to  great  excess,  notwiUw 
standing  the  high  duties  feid  upon  them, 
and  were  as  pernicious,  both  to  the  health 
and  the  nunrals  of  the  pec^le,  as  any  home 
made  ^irit :  That  it  would  be  ridiculous 
lo  lay  a  hifffaer  duty  upon  home-made 
spirits,  which  were  the  manufacture  of  the 
sw)jects  of  this  island,  than  upon  nmi  and 
brandy,  ei^pecially  the  latter;  and  that  if 
dur  sugar-islands  should  su£fer  a  little  by 
our  losening  the  consumption  of  rum, 
they  could  not  com^dain,  wlien  they  con^ 
sidered  that  it  was  rar  the  sake  oi  preserv- 
ing their  mother-coufttry,  t^e  general  in* 
terest  of  which  was  alwayk  to  be  preferred 
t»  the  particular  interest  of  any  colony; 
fbr  if  any  sort  of  snirit  should  be  exempted 
&om  the  duties  then  to  bo  imposed,  the 
retailers  would  s^  all  sorts  of  spiriCs  undelr 
Aiat  denominattcn,  and  the  distiHerB  wouM 
comnound  them  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  dkcover  the  lallacy. 

That  they  would  willingly  agree  to  tfie 
method  proposed  by  tho  honouraUe  gentle^* 
man,  of  laymg  oa  but  asmaM  duty  at  onee, 
and  raising  that  duty  b^  degrees ;  but  ^bej 
were  very  sure  the  laying  on  a  snirit  duly 
would  not  bean  effiectual  remechr  for  the  evu 
00  loudly  coraphiined  of:  And  if  the  re- 
sentment^ then  in  the  nation  against  alt 
sorts  of  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  dhoidd 
be  allowed  to  simstde,  they  were  afNttd 
they  woidd  nerer  be  ekibt  to  get  a  new  act 
passed  fbr  raising  tiiat  duty,  because  of  the 
DMildtudee  cf  people  that  would  always  be 
engaged,  by  their  own  priyate  interest,  to 
oppose  the  passing  of  amy  such  law;  there- 
me  they  thought  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  take  advantage  of  present  con- 
juncture, to  put  an  effectual  stop  to  a  prac- 
tice so  long,  and  so  justly  complained  of; 
and  for  that  reason  they  were  fbr  i^^rceing 
with  the  moticii. 

The  question  bein^then  put  upon  sir 
Joseph  JekylPs  motion,  the  same  was 
agreed  to  without  any  farther  debate ;  as 
was  likewise  the  followmg,  viz.  «  That 
from  and  afler  the  24th  day  of  June,  1736, 
the  sum  of  j5Q^.  yearly  be  paid  to  his  Ma- 
^ty,  for  a  4icenc«,  to  be  taken  out  yearly 
my  every  person  keqiin^  a  public  brandy- 
ahop,  a  public  victualhng-hoioe,  coffee- 
house, or  ale-house,  or  being  an  innholder, 
who  shall  vend,  barter^  or  utter,  any  such 
^wituotts  liquors*'^ 


The  chairman  of  the  Committee  being 
about  to  make  a  report  ^  ^  two  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  House,  sir  Roberi 
Walpole  moved,  "  That  the  Committee 
might  sit  again  before  any  Report  waa 
mi^e  to  the  House,  because  as  the  Dutie* 
propoied  to  be  laid  upon  Spiritdous  Liquet* 
would  certainlv  very  much  diminish  the 
consumption  of  such  spirits,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  duties  up<m  such  S[Hrit9 
would  mroduce  so  much  yearly  as  they  had 
fonneny  done ;  and  as  the  former  pro* 
duce  stood  appropiiated  for  answering 
certain  annuities  and  payments,  particu* 
lady  to  the  Civil  List,  it  would  be  neces« 
sary  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  kH 
make  good  the  deficiencies,  that  mi^t 
happen  by  the  two  Resolutions  they  had 
then  agreed  to*^  Hereupon,  the  Commit- 
tee  i^preed  to  sit  again  upon  thai  sSbut  he^ 
fore  making  any  report.* 


•  "  The  act  fbr  layiag  a  tez  on 
Liquotfs  sad  Keensitig  the  retailers,  wsis  a  tnee* 
sort  ia  which  the  miaister  had  no  immediaia 
eoQcem,  but  fbr  which  he  snfiered  much  o»* 
merited  obloquy.  The  bill  was  principally ^re». 
moted  by  sir  Joseph  Jckyll,  mm  a  spint  ef 
pbilanduopy.  which  led  him  to  contemplato 
with  horror  tne  progress  of  Tice,  licentiousocaSf 
and  immorality  that  marked  the  popular  at- 
tachment to  these  inflammatory  poisons.  Thia 
bsnerelent  attempt  embarrtssed  the  minisiery 
bat  did  not  answer  the  desired  end. 

**  It  was  incttmbent  on  the  minister  to  pK^ 
veat  any  diminution  vf  the  refenne  of  the 
crown,  and  for  that  purpose  to  supply  any  de« 
ficiency  which  mi^t  arise  from  theredooad 
consnmption  of  snirituoos  liquors ;  but  this  at- 
tention to  bis  official  duty,  exposed  bim  to 
much  intemperate  abuse,  and  he  was  reproadi* 
ed  for  wishing  to  sacrifice  the  morals  of  the 
people  to  flaaneial  considerations.  After  bmuij^ 
delmtss,  in  which  he  took  sn  actire  share,  the 
bill  pased,  aod  70,000/.  per  annum  wasmnted 
to  the  King  as  a  compensation  for  the  duniau- 
tion  of  the  civil  list,  to  which  the  do^  bad 
hitherto  belong. 

"  The  popuhice  shewed  their  disapprobatisa 
of  this  act  m  the  usual  mode  of  riot  and  vio- 
lence. Numerous  desperados  andled  them- 
selves of  the  popular  discontents,  and  oonfinaed 
the  clandestine  sale  of  grin  in  defiance  of  every 
restrictiGO.  The  demand  of  penalties,  wbica 
tbe  eflfbnders  were  unable  to  piejr,  filled  the  pri- 
sons, and  removing  every  resWaint,  plooged 
them  into  courses  more  aodacioQsly  criminal. 
It  was  found  that  a  duty  and  p€»ahy  so  severe 
as  to  amount  to  an  implied  prohibition,  weie  as 
little  caicolated  to  benefit  the  public  morality, 
as  the  public  revenue,  and  as  Walpole  nreifict- 
ed,  a  sabsequent  administration  was  oonged  It 
modify  the  measure^''.   Cexe^aWa^oW. 
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A  PetiHtmqfths  DruggUis^Sfc.  complain- 
ing ^the  unequal  Duties  upon  Tea^  and  the 
pemidoms  Practice  of  Smuggling*']  March 
10.  A  Petition  w  the  Druggists,  and 
other  dealers  in  Tea,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  <<  That 
the  Petitioners  were  induced  to  hope,  that 
the  interest  of  the  fair  trader  in  Tea  would 
lia:ve  been  effi^ctu^y  secured  by  an  a<;t 
passed  in  the  10th  year  of  his  late  Majes- 
ty, by  which  an  inland  duty  of  4«.  per 
pound  was  laid  on  all  tea,  widiout  distinc- 
tion of  quality ;  but  notwithstanding  the 
regulations  made  by  that  act,  and  the 
many  penalties»the  smugglers  ni  Tea  and 
their  accomj^ces  were  Sable  to  by  law, 
the  Petitioners  had  fatally  experienced, 
the  dandestine  importatien  of  that  com- 
modity was  so  far  nom  being  prevented, 
that  it  was  carried  en  to  such  a  degree, 
that  the  Petitioners  had  the  strongest  rea- 
Bon  to  believe,  near  one  half  of  the  Tea 
consumed  in  this  kingdom  paid  no  duty ; 
and  tiiat  the  very  high  duty  of  4«.  per 
poundy  as  well  as  the  ineauaHty  <^its  being 
laid,  were  the  principal  toundlations  of  the 
pernicious  practice  of  smuggling,  the 
coarser  sort  Dearine  much  too  great  a  pro- 
iportion  of  the  said  duty ;  and  by  the  smug- 
glers bpught  abroad  at  one  udrA  of  the 
price  it  would  stand  the  iaik  trader  in  at 
nome ;  and  that  unless  some  remedy  should 
be  applied  effectually  to  prevent  that 
known  evil,  the  Petitioners  and  all  fair 
traders  would  be  under  extreme  difficulties 
in  carrying  on  their  trade,  by  reason  of  the 
disadvantages  they  were  under,  from  the 
pMctices  (a  smuggling,  as  well  as  from  the 
-tiardships  they  endured,  and  the  trouble 
they  were  put  to,  by  the  execution  of  the 
4Nua  act;  and  that  the  Petitioners  con- 
caved the  most  effisctual  means  of  putting 
a  st(^  to  the  dandestine  importation  of 
Tea  would  be,  to  alter  the  duty  of  4«.  per 
poind  to  a  eertain  rate  ad  valorem^  acccMrd- 
ing  to  the  prices  tea  ^odd  sell  for  at  the 
Ea^Iadia  Company's  sale ;  by  which  al- 
teration, the  Petitioners  apprehended,  the 
amount  of  the  duty  to  the  public  would  be 
equivalent,  considering  the  quantity,  before 
that  time  fraudulently  imported,  would  be 
^en  added  to  the  revenue ;  and  therefore, 
for  the  preservation  of  that  trade  to  the 
Petitioners,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  prac- 
tice of  smuggJinff,  and  for  securing  a  reve- 
nue to  the  pubhc,  by  the  importation  of 
that  commodity  in  British  ships  from  China 
and  other  parts  cf  India,  and  lor  preventing 
any  money  being  sent  to  neighbouring 
couDtrios  m  the  purchase  of  Tea  to  be 


clandestinely  imported  and  consumed  m 
this  kingdom,  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  consideration,  and  give 
the  Petitioners  such  relief,  as  to  the  House 
should  seem  meet. 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  n^m.  con.  Tliat 
this  House  will  upon  this  day  sen'night, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  consider  <^  the  most  effectual 
means  to  put  a  stop  to  the  great  and  grow- 
ingevil  arising  from  the  unwarrantable  and 
illegal  methods  of  importing  Tea  and  other 
goods  into  this  kingdom ;  and  the  said  Pe- 
tition was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  smd  Committee. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  a  Motion  Jhr 
ih€  repeal  of  the  Test  Act*.]  March  12. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fluraer,  That 
an  act  made  in  the  25th  of  kin^  Charles 
2,  intitled,  *  An  Act  for  preventmg  Dsm- 
gers  which  may  happen  n-om  Popish  Re- 

*  *<  This  session,  another  attempt  was  made, 
for  the  relief  of  Prote^nt  dissenters.  Per,  oa 
the  12th  of  Marefa,  Mr.  Plumer,  in  a  very  fine 
speech,  moved  for  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  the 
35th  of  Charles  II.  *  ibr  preventing  dangers, 
<  which  may  banpeii  from  Popidi  recusants,* 
coQimonly  called  the  Test  aet  Mr.  Plmner 
was  seconded  by  sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  lord  Pol- 
worth,  alderman  Heatbcoat,  and  other  g^entk- 
men,  thought  to  be  extremely  attached  to  the ' 
established  church.  Bat  he  was  opposed  by 
lord  Noel  Somerset,  lord  T^rconnel,  Mr.  Daa- 
vers,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  sir  Robert  VValpole, 
who  never  was  considered  as  an  enemy  to  the 
dissenters.  This  motion  was,  at  that  time, 
seoerally  thonght  to  be  made  net  with  any 
hopes  of  success,  but  because  it  was  apprf- 
hended  by  those  who  were  for  it,  that  its  mis- 
carriage would  lose  the  affection  of  the  dissen- 
ters to  the  minister.  He  seemed  to  be  sensi- 
ble of  that;  for  in  his  speech  against  the  mo- 
tion he  expressed  himself  so  cautiously  wim 
regard  to  the  church,  and  so  affectionately 
with  regard  to  the  dissenters,  that  neither  party 
had  cause  to  complain  of  him.  The  mbtion 
miscarried  by  a  'majority  of  251  against  Its.** 
Tindal. 

<'  Few  subjects  were  more  embarrassing  to 
the  minister,  than  the  proposed  repeal  of  the 
Test  act.  He  had  for  a  long  time  acted  with 
the  dissenters ;  he  fully  appreciated  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  Protestant  succession  had 
deriv^  from  their  exertions ;  he  bad  recei?ed 
from  them  the  warmest  support ;  he  knew  that 
they  had  reason  to  expect  relief  frona  a  Pro- 
testant king,  whom  tbey  had  assisted  in  plac- 
ing on  the  throne ;  he  bad  even  given  them 
hopes,  that  the  time  was  not  far  distant,  when 
they  might  obtain  what  they  so  eiffoestly  de- 
sired."   Coxe. 
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cuBants/  might  be  read;   and  the  same 
being  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Plumer  stood  up  and  ^okc  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sir;  I  believe  every  gentleman  that 
bears  me  may  easily  judge,  with  what  view 
I  have  desired  this  act  to  be  read  to  you. 
It  is,  Sir,  with  a  design  to  have  some  part 
of  it  repealed,  and  another  part  so  amended 
and  explained,  as  to  m^e  it  consistent  with 
that  charity  and  good  nature  which  every 
member  of  the  christian  religion  ought  to 
shew  to  another. 

The  motion  I  am  now  to  make,  Sir, 
proceeds  chiefly  from  these  three  conside- 
rations :  that  I  am,  and  I  hope  shall  always 
.  be,  an  utter  enemy  to  all  manner  of  perse- 
cution ;  that  I'fhave  a  great  reverence  for 
that  solemn  institution  called  the  Sacra*- 
mcfit  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  and  Uiat  I 
shall  always  be  for  every  thing  which  I 
think  may  tend  towards  establishing  and 
preserving  the  unity,  peace,  and  trade  of 
my  country.  Tliese  are  considerations 
which  I^  am  persuaded  are  of  as  great 
weight  with  every  gentleman  of  this  House 
as  they  are  with  me ;  and  therefore,  if  I 
can  shew  that  there  is  any  thing  in  this  act 
that  looks  like  persecution,  any  thing  that 
brings  a  contempt  upon  that  holy  institu- 
tion of  our  religion,  or  any  thing  incon- 
sistent with  the  unity  and  peace  of  our 
people,  or  with  the  trade  of  our  country,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  having  the  unanimous 
assent  of  this  House  to  what  I  am  to  pro- 
pose :  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  con- 
tribute greatly  to  the  glory  of  this  genera- 
tion, as  well  as  the  honour  of  this  House 
of  Commons,  to  have  it  agreed  to  ncniine 
contradicente, 

I  hope.  Sir,  it  will  be  granted  me,  that 
the  subjecting  a  man  to  a  great  penalt)^  if 
be  refused  to  subscribe  to  an  opinion  which 
he  thought  inconsistent  with  the  Christian 
religion,  or  to  join  in  any  ceremonies  of 
public  worship  wliich  he  thought  sinful  or 
perhaps  idolatrous,  would  be  a  very  heavy 
persecutfon ;  and  I  hope  it  will  likewise  be 
granted,  that  to  renaer  a  man  upon  any 
suf^h  account  incapable  of  holding  a  land- 
estate,  or  of  succeeding  to  any  estate  as 
next  heir  or  next  of  kin,  would  also  amount 
to  a  high  degree  of  persecution  :  now  in 
this  statute  which  has  been  read  to  you, 
there  is  one  clause  which  enacts,  *  That 

•  all  persons  tiiat  shall  bear  office,  civil  or 

*  military,  or  receive  any  salary  or  wages 

•  by  any  grant  from  the  King,  or  shall  have. 

*  command  or  place  of  trust  from  or  under 
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*  him,  or  shall  be  lo  his  navy  or  houshold, 
^  in  England,  Wales,  Berwick,  Jersey,  or 

*  Guernsey,  shall  not  only  take  the  oaths 
^  of  supremacy  and  allegiance,  in  the  next 

*  term,  or  at  the  quarter  sessions,  within 

*  three  months  afler  their  admittance,  but 

<  shall  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 

<  Supper  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
^  church  of  England,  of  which  they  are  to 
^  deliver  a  certificate,  and  make  proo( 

*  at  the  time  of  their  taking  tlie  said  oaths; 

*  in  failure  of  which  they  are  ipsojacto  di»- 
^  abled  to  enjoy  the  said  offices  or  employ- 

*  ments,  or  any  profit  thereby :'  And  bj 
anotlier  clause,  <  Persons  J>eyoDd  the  seas 
^  or  under  any  of  the  other  impedimenta 

*  there  mentioned,  are  to  receive  the  Sa- 

*  crament  and  take  the  said  oathfi»  within 
^  four  months;  after  such  impediment  re- 
^  moved.'  By  this  regulation  it  is  evide&t, 
that  no  man  can  hold  or  enjoy  an  office  or 
employment,  civil  or  military,  withoat  de- 
claiing  himself  a  member  of  the  churdi  of 
Enghmd  as  by  law  established;  and  aa 
there  are  great  numbers  of  fiutb&l  sub- 
jects, who  have  the  misfortune  oi  bdieving 
that  some  of  the  opinions  established  by 
our  church  are  not  entirely  consistent  witA 
Christianity,  and  that  some  of  our  religioas 
ceremonies  tend  towards  idcdatrj,  such 
men  cannot  sincerely  communicate  wkh 
the  established  church;  upon  which  ac- 
count, and  upon  that  only,  toey  may  there- 
fore be  subjected  to  penalties,  or  dqprived 
of  a  yearly  revenue,  according  to  the  na- 
ture G^the  office  they  may  be  named  or 
entitled  to ;  for  if  the  post  or  office  be  such 
a  one  as  is  attended  with  trouble  only,  there 
is  generally  a  penalty  upon  a  man's  refiis> 
ing  to  serve  it ;  which  penalty  every  maa 
must  pay  who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England ;  because  by  this  danse 
he  is  debarred  from  serving  the  office; 
whereas  if  it  were  not  for  this  incapacity 
he  is  laid  under,  he  might  probfMjr  fJhwM 
to  serve  the  office  rather  than  pay  the  pe- 
nalty ;  and  I  would  be  ^lad  to  uow  ttie 
difference  between  subjecting  a  man  direct- 
ly to  a  penalty  for  reiusing  to  join  in  any 
re]ip;ious  opinion  or  ceremony,  and  this 
indirect  manner  of  subjecting  bun  to  it,!^ 
tacking  to  an  office,  in  itself  merely  tem- 
poral, a  most  solemn  approbation  of  all  the 
religious  doctrines  and  ceremonies  of  the 
established  church. 

Again,  Sir,  if  the  post  or  office  to  whidi 
a  man  is  named  or  intitled,  be  one  <^  those 
to  which  a  yearly  saUiry  or  revanue  ia  an- 
nexed, from  the  day  of  his  nomination  he 
has  as  good  a  right  to  receive  the  prefili 
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of  that  office  as  any  man  has,  or  can  have, 
to  his  ancestor's  estate,  they  being  both 
founded  chiefly  upon  the  law  of  the  land; 
nay  it  often  happens,  that  the  person 
named  to  any  post  or  office  has  by  long 
and  faithful  services  fully  deserved  that 
nomination ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  a  more 
meritorious  title,  than  the  title  any  man 
can  have  to  the  estate  of  his  ancestor  or 
next  relation.  Suppose  we  should  have  a 
new  foreign  war  of  ten  years  duration,  as 
we  had  in  the  late  queen's  reign ;  suppose 
a  gentleman  of  the  dissenting  persuasion 
abould,  in  the  beginning  of  &at  war,  go 
abroad  a  cadet  in  one  of  our  marching 
regiments,' and  in  consideration  of  much 
blood  lost,  and  many  brave  services  per- 
formed in  the  cause  of  his  country,  should 
be  at  last  made  colonel  of  a  regiment, 
would  not  such  a  man  be  fully  intitled  to 
the  profits  of  his  commission,  during  the 
time  his  Majesty  should  think,  fit  to  con- 
tinue him  in  command  ?  Would  it  not  be 
downright  persecution  to  turn  him  out  of 
bis  commission,  and  reduce  him  to  a  starv- 
ing condition,  merely  for  the  sake  of  a 
acruple  of  conscience?  Yet  the  case 
would  be  so,  if  this  law  should  be  then  in 
force ;  Upon  the  first  return  of  the  regi- 
ment to  England,  he  would  be  obligea, 
within  four  months  to  give  up  his  regi- 
ment, or  receive  the  Sacrament  of  £e 
Lord's  Supper,  according  to  the  usage  of 
our  established  Church,  which  his  con- 
acience  would  not  permit  him  to  do,  if  he 
ahould  happen  to  be  a  sincere  dissenter : 
Therefore  I  must  look  upon  this  as  a  much 
higher  degree  of  persecution,  than  it  would 
be  to  render  a  man,  on  account  of  any  re- 
ligious opinion,  incapable  of  holding  a 
land-estate,  or  of  succeeding  to  any  estate 
as  next  of  kin. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  hope  it 
will  appear  that  a  very  high  degree  of 
persecution  lurks  under  the  incapacitating 
clauses  I  have  mentioned,  and  therefore, 
in  my  motion,  for  the  repeal  of  them,  I 
hope  I  shall  have  the  concurrence  of  all 
those  who  are  real  enemies  to  that  Anti- 
Christian  practice ;  but  when  I  consider 
the  reverence  due  to  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Xtord's  Supper ;  a  sacred  mystery  which 
none  ought  to  approach,  without  having 
first  diligently  examined  themselves,  and 
to  which  all  are  to  be  invited,  but  none 
to  be  compelled,  I  am  surprised  that  it 
should  ever  have  been  turned  to  such  a 
prophane  use,  as  that  of  qualifying  a  man 
for  being  an  adjutant  to  a  regiment,  or 
the  bailiff  of.  a  little  borough.    This,  Sir, 


is  perverting  it  to  an  use  for  which  I  am 
sure  it  was  never  intended,  and  this  per^ 
version  has  already  produced,  and  will 
always  produce,  many  and  great  abomina^ 
tions.  It  is  well  known  how  many  hav« 
become  unworthy  partakers  of  the  Hdy 
Communion,  for  the  sake  only  of  intitling 
themselves  to  some  lucrative  post  or  em« 
ployment ;  it  is  well  known  what  terribly 
mdecencies  some  have  been  guilty  of,  upon 
such  occasions,  and  what  a  scandid  hat 
often  been  tliereby  given  to  all  thosfe  who 
are  truly  devout*  This  is  so  generally 
known  that  it  is  now  the  common  practica 
in  all  the  Churches  of  England,  for  the 
curate  to  desire  the  legal  communicants  if 
any  there  be,  I  mean  those  who  come 
there  in  obedience  to  that  statute,  to  di- 
vide themselves  firom  those  who  come 
there  purely  for  the  sake  of  devotion; 
and,  indeed,  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
nope  of  the  former  should  ever  be  allow^ 
to  communicate  in  the  presence  of,  much 
less  at  the  same  table  with  any  of  the 
latter ;  for  the  former  are  often  so  well 
and  so  generally  known  to  h^  unworthy 
partakers,  that  their  being  admitted  upon 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  gives  great  of- 
fence to  the  truly  religious,  and  tends  to 
subvert  the  morals  of  the  vulgar,  by  lessen- 
ing thaf^stbcm  which  they  ought  to  have 
for  the  estahlislied. religion  of  their  coun- 
try, and  which  wise  magistrates  xi^iU  always 
cultivate  with  all  possible  care;  but  thig 
by  long  and  general  experience  we  know, 
is  not  to  be  done  by  penal  laws.  On  the 
contrary,  such  guarantees  for  the  estab- 
lished religion  ofany  country,  have  alwa3r8 
produced  pride,  ignorance,  luxury,  and 
oppression,  among  those  of  the  established 
Cnurch,  and  invincible,  nay,  oflen  victori- 
ous enthusiasm^  among  those  of  the  con- 
trary religion.  Even  in  this  kingdom,  we 
know,  that  penal  laws  and  persecution 
raised  so  high  the  torrent  of  enthusiasm 
among  us,  mat  our  established  Church 
was  at  last  quite  overwhelmed  by  the  dis- 
senting interest ;  and  happy  was  it  for  our 
Church  that  those  enthusiasts  destijoyed 
our  constitution,  as  well  as  our  estab- 
lished religion ;  for  if  they  had  preserved 
tlie  former,  I  am  afraid  the  latter  had 
never  been  restored.  Since  the  repeal  of 
most  of  our  persecuting  law's,  the  dissent- 
ing interest  has  daily  decreased ;  and  I  am 
convinced  those  remains  of  it  that  are  now 
among  us,  are  chiefly  owing  to  the  act 
now  under  our  consideration,  and  one 
Qther  act  of  much  the  same  nature.  ^ 
With  regard  to  the  peace  and  unity  of 
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•ur  peopk,  i  mutt  say.  Sir,  it  is  mott^  of 
fjn^t  surprise  to  me,  mw  the  legislature  of 
any  oountry  could  fae  prevailed  on  to  aiuwK 
iotnperol  rewQitb  <M'punisbmeats  tp  speeu^ 
h/Ave  op«iioB0  io  religioB.  i  can  easily 
fonoeive  h&w  doctom  might  di&r  in  ape* 
fiulative  poipts  of  divinilyy  a*  well  as  in 
^culative  poioto  of  law,  physic,  or  philo- 
aopfay ;  and  I  Imow  liilh  what  Tohemence 
a  laamed  doctor  in  either  of  those  sciences 
■■aiDlains  his  own  opinioo,  and  With  what 
envy,  raalioe,  and  rage,  he  pursues  his  ad- 
Vtfsavies;  but  I  cannot  easily  conceive 
whu  reasons  the  lawgiveie  of  any  country 
could  have,  to  adopt  and  establim  speeuk- 
tive  opini<MM  of  any  particular  doctor  in 
divinity,  whfle  at  the  same .  time  tjiey 
ahewed  a  very  great  inditfwenoe,  with  r^ 
gard  to  the  speculative  opinions  of  the  doo- 
lops  in  all  other  bnuiohes  of  literature  x  the 
eause  of  this  different  behaviour  in  our  an- 
iHCBt  lawgivers,  I  say,  I  cannot  well  com- 
prehend ;  but  whatever  may  have  been 
the  cause  ;  if  they  thereby  intended  to  es- 
tablish an  uniformity  c€  opinion  with  re- 
tt>ect  to  religious  matters,  experience  has 
snewn  that  Uiey  have  been  most  effregi- 
ously  mistaken,  lor  the  annexing  of  tem- 

C!>ral  rewards  imd  punishments  to  speou- 
tive  opinions,  has  been  so  fhr  fromrecon- 
oUing  men's  minds,  and  making  th^kn  agree 
ni  any  one  opinion,  that  it  has  rendered 
^ose  of  difterent  (pinions  in  religion,  not 
only  implacable,  but  most  cruel  and  barba- 
rous enemies  to  one  another;  an  effect 
w4iioh  has  never  been  produced  by  diffe- 
renee  of  opinion  in  any  other  science.  In 
laW)  in  physic,  in  philosophy,  there  are, 
and  fJways  have  been,  doctors  of  diffiarent 
opinions,  and  among  them  too  there 
have  always  been  I  believe,  some  who 
would  have  gladly  conl\ited  their  adversa- 
fies  by  fire  and  i^^got,  especially  when 
they  foimd  themse^es  overcovie  by  fair 
veasoning  ;  but  as  the  law  gf  no  country 
has  as  yet  thought  fit  to  interpose  in  those 
disputes,  we  find  the  fbllowers  of  these 
doctors  liave  generally  argued  ^  inatter 
very  coolly,  and  when  the  dispute  was  over 
have  parted  as  good  ineads  aa  they  met. 
iThis  has  hitherto  been  the  case  in  all 
acienoes  except  divinity  ;  but  if  we  should 
mi^e  a  law  tor  punishing  those  who  did 
not  agree  with  ttie  Newtonian  system  of 
philosophy,  or  for  rendering  all  such  inca- 
pable to  hM  any  pest  or  omce  in  our  go- 
vernment, I  am  persuaded  we  should  have, 
in  a  few  years,  gJ^eat  numbers  of  our  people 
who  would  be  ready  to  saer^ce  l»e  and 
fortime  in  defenee  af  the  Arislo4(^aB  orthe 


Cartesian  ^rstem  i  nay,  if  any  such  Isw 
woie  made  Mainst  all  those  who  did  sot 
baheve  that  the  three  angles  of  every  tri- 
angle, are  eqUal  to  two  right  angles,  I 
asfuce  no  doubt  but  that  th^  plain  demea- 
atration  would  be  most  violently  opposed 
by  great  numbers  of  men  in  the  kingdoBi  ; 
£ur  when  the  passions  of  men  are  stirred 
up  by  temporal  rewards  and  punishments, 
the  most  reasonable  opinions  are  rejected 
with  indignation,  the  most  ridiculous  are 
embraced  with  a  frantic  sort  of  zeaL  Thei«- 
fore,  Sir,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  establish 
pf ace  among  our  peofde,  we  must  sUqv 
men  to  judge  &eely  in  matters  of  religioQ 
and  to  imbrecethat  opinion  they  thmkr^t, 
without  any  hopes  of  temporal  rewards, 
and  without  any  fears  of  temporal  punish- 
ment. 

As  to  our  trade.  Sir,  the  advantages  we 
have  reaped  in  tha£  respect  by  the  Toleni- 
tion  act  are  so  fqpparent,  that  I  shall  not 
take  up  your  time  with  enlarging  upon  that 
subject ;  but  in  order  to  retttn  those  ad* 
vantages,  and  to  improve  them  as  much 
as  possible,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  more, 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  By]  ts 
repeal  so  much  of  the  said  Act  paoed  in 
the  25th  of  Charles  2,  intituled, '  An  Act 
*  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen 
'from  Popish  Recusants,'  as  obliges  afl 
persons,  who  are  admitted  to  any  office, 
civil  or  military,  to  receive  the  s^ciament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  within  a  time  limitei 
by  the  said  act,  and  for  explaining  nd 
amending  so  mueh  of  the  said^act,  as  re- 
lates to  the  declaration  again^^  transob- 
stantiation.'* 

Mr.  Plumer  being  seconded  by  sir  W3- 
frid  ILiawson ;  d)e  same  was  opposed  bj 
lord  Noel  Somerset,  lord  viscount  Tyr- 
oonoell,  Mr.  Danvers,  Mr.  Shipnen,  w 
sir  JMjiert  Walpole,  who  urged  thetollowiog 
Argwpaeats  a^^iast  the  motimu 

Sir ;  As  I  have  hitherto  appeared  to  be 
an  utter  enemy  to  all  persecution,  I  hope 
my  disagreeing  with  tnis  motion  will  not 
be  looked  on  as  any  sign  of  my  bismg 
changed  my  (^pinion,  or  oi  my  having  say 
intention  to  alter  my  conduct ior  tbefutere: 
so  fer  otherwise.  Sir,  I  have  still,  and  I 
hope  shall  always  have  as  tender  a  regavd 
for  the  dissenters  of  all  denomioationi,  as 
any  man  can  have,  who  is  a  true  member  of 
the  church  established  by  law.  As  a  sis* 
oere  member  of  the  church  of  Eaglaad  I 
RKWt,  and  I  do  wirii  that  all  the  dissenters 
in,  the  kingdom  could  be  gained  over  ta 
th^  estaUShed  chureh ;  bat  though  IvnA 
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for  thi^  liaj^y  events  ycft  I  shall  nevet  be 
for  attempting  the  accomplishitient  of  that 
wish  by  any  methods  that  have  the  least 
tendency  towards  persecution,  «r  towards 
doing  a  real  mjury  to  any  man  whose  con- 
seience  will  not  aJlow  him  to  embrace  the 
estaUished  religion  of  his  country :  for  all 
such  I  shall  continue  to  have  a  real  con- 
cern ;  because  I  think  this  difference  of 
opinion  is  a  man's  misfortune,  and  not  his 
crime. 

But,  Sir,  the  word  ^  Persecution*  hak,  in 
my  opinion,  been  very  much  mistaken  by 
tihe  honourable  gentleman  who  made  you 
this  motion ;  ft)r  according  to  the  meaning 
he  has  putupon  the  words,  there  could  be  no 
established  church,  or  established  religion 
In  the  world,  but  what  must  be  deemed 
guilty  of  persecuting  all  those  who  differ 
from  it;  and  yet  those  gentlemen  will,  1  be- 
lieve, grant,  that  in  ^verj  society  there 
ought  to  be  an  established  religion,  or  a 
certain  form  of  mriblic  worship  established 
by  the  laws  of  that  society  ;  therefore  we 
ihust  find  out  a  meaning  for  these  words 
different  from  that  which  has  been  put  upon 
it. 

As  there  is  in  every  society  a  certain 
fbrm  of  government  ^tablished,  I  hope 
it  will  be  granted,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
^ery  meidber  of  that  society  to  support 
and  preserve  that  form  of  government  as 
long  as  he  thinks  it  the  best  that  can  be 
^t^Hshed;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if 
there  be  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  who 
are  convinced  that  a  difterent  form  of  go- 
vernment would  render  the  societv  much 
more  happy  and  powerfiil,  I  beuisve  it 
will  likewise  be  granted,  that  it  is  tlie  duty 
df  all  such  men  to  endeavour,  in  a  peace* 
able  winr,  at  kast,  to  bring  about  an  alte- 
tion.  These  two  duties  therefore  being 
altogether  mconsistent,  nay,  even  de- 
atructive  of  one  another,  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  one  set  of  men  to  do 
their  dutyy  without  laying  the  other  set 
under  some  hardships :  ^^en  those  hard- 
^ips  are  no  greater  than  what  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  end  intended,  they 
are  just  and  reasonable,  and  such  as  those 
who  are  subjected  to  them,  ought  not  to 
complain  of ;  but  when  they  are  greater 
than  what  are  necessary,  they  ^n  begin 
to  take  and  to  deserve  the  ,name  of  op- 
pression, and  according  to  the  degrees  of 
this  excess,  the  degrees  of  op[)ressioB  are 
always  to  be  computed.  In  this  kingdom 
we  know  there  is  a  set  of  men  who  think 
it  their  duty  to  endeavour  to  bring  about 
aa  alteration  of  our  present  happy  esta- 


A.  i>.  i?«j.       \mk 

blishmetit,  1  mean  our  nonjurors ;  ^ho  fdf 
that  verv  reason  are  excluded  from  ^1 
posts  and  places  in  our  government,  whieH 
IS  certainly  a  hardship  upon  them;  but)  t 
am  sure  it  cannot  be  called  an  oppression  \ 
nor  can  this  exdiifiion  With  respect  t6 
them  be  called  a  ponishment.  ^ 

And  if  there  be  a  set  of  m^  in  thii 
kingdom  who  think  the  doctrines  of  Che 
established  church  inconslstentwith  christi* 
anity,  or  the  ceremonies  of  our  publle 
worship  idolatrous,  it  is  their  duty  a« 
Christiims  to  attempt  to  bring  about  aii 
alteration  in  our  establi^ed  religion,  and 
they  certainly  will  attempt  it  as  soon  ai 
it  is  in  their  power ;  nay,  with  aH  Reference 
to  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  havd 
sjpoke  upon  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
for  all  of  whom  I  have  the  greatest  esteem, 
I  must  look  upon  this  very  motion  as  ft 
beginning  of  that  attempt ;  but  as  t  am  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  ana 
think  it  the  best  religion  that  can  be  es« 
tablished,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  prevent  ita 
being  ever  in  the  power  of  siich  men  to 
succeed  in  any  such  attempt ;  and  for  this 
purnOse,  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
exclude  diem  from  any  shate  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  our  government  at  least ; 
becatise  if  the  executive  part  should  once 
come  to  be  generally  in  tneir  hands,  thej^ 
would  very  probably  get  the  legislative  pari 
likewise,  from  which  time  it  would  be  is 
vain  to  think  of  preventing,  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  their  doing  whatever  they  had  a 
mind;  and  it  must  be  presumed  they 
would  do  what  they  thought  themselves  m 
duty  bound  to  do.  To  exclude  a  man 
firom  a  profitable  post  or  employment,  X 
shall  admit  to  be  a  hardship  upon  the  man 
so  estcluded ;  but  aa  it  is  absolutely  necea* 
sary  for  the  preservation  of  our  established 
church,  to  exclude  those,  who  think  it 
their  duty  to  destroy  it,  ^om  any  share  in 
the  executive  part  of  our  government; 
therefore  diis  exclusion  ean  ho  more  be 
called  persecution,  than  it  can  be  called 
Oppression,  to  exclude  nonjurors  from  any 
snare  of  our  government  executive  or  le« 
gislative,  nor  can  such  exclusion  be  deemed 
a  punishment  in  the  one  case  any  nK>r6 
than  in  the  othen 

In  the  supposed  case  of  a  brave  dis* 
senter'is  being  advanced  to  the  command  of 
a  regiment,  I  shall  grant  that  it  would  be  a 
great  hardship  upon  him  to  be  turned  out 
of  his  command,  and  \xi  be  exposed  to  a 
starving  condition,  upon  his  return  to  hia 
native  country ;  but  the  same  case  may  b^ 
supposed  witn  respectto  a  Roman  catholic 
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gentleman ;  jet  there  would  be  no  perse- 
cution in  either  case;  because  the  exclud- 
ing of  all  such  men  from  any  command 
in  our  army,  especially  here  at  home,  is,  I 
tlanky  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  constitution  in  the' happy 
State  it  is  in  at  present :  Nor  could  sucn 
an  exclusion  be  called  a  punishment  upon 
the  man  so  excluded^  no  more  than  it  can 
be  called  a  punishment  upon  a  man  of  five 
foot  and  a  half  to  be  excluded  from  being 
a  soldier  in  the  guards;  for  neither  of 
these  exclusions  proceeds  from  any  crime 
or  fault  in  the  man,  it  being  as  impossible 
for  a  man  to  alter  his  opinion  when  he  has 
a  mind,  as  it  is  to  add  two  or  three  inches 
to  his  stature  when  he  has  occasion  for  it ; 
but  as  the  latter  becomes  necessary  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  the  beauty  and 
symmetry  of  a  regiment,  so  the  former 
becomes  necessary  for  the  sake  of  pre- 
serving the  beauty  and  symmetry  of  a 
society. 

The  argument  raised  fron^  the  supposed 
abuse  of  the  blessed  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  is  founded  upoh  a  fact 
which  I  cannot  admit ;  for  as  there  is  no- 
thins  in  this  law  that  can  compel  the  ad- 
mission of  an  unworthy  person ;  as  the 
ministers  of  our  church  may  refuse  to  ad- 
mit any  person  to  that  sacrament,  who 
does  not  jaevoutly  and  humbly  desire  it, 
or  for  any  other  lawful  cause,  (See  Statute 
1  Edward  6.  chap.  1.)  I  must  presume  no 
unworthy  persons  are  admitted;  or  at 
least,  if  there  be,  it  does  not  proceed  from 
any  fault  in  this  or  any  other  of  our  sta- 
tutes, but  from  the  criminal  and  irreligi- 
ous neglect  of  the  minister  who  adnuts 
them.  ^ 

X  As  to  tlie  unity  and  peace  of  our  people, 

I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  the  repeal  of  this  law, 
and  another  which  I  believe  is  likewise  in- 
tended, would  raise  most  terrible  distur- 
bances and  confusions ;  for  with  respect  to 
all  posts  and  employments  that  go  by  elec- 
tion, we  should  have  all  the  disscntei-s 
combining  closely  together  to  bring  in 
their  friends,  which  would  of  course  breed 
many  riots  and  tumults.  And  as  to  our 
trade,  it  depends  so  much  upon  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  that  if  we 
have  a  mind  to  preserve  it,  we  ought  not 
to  make  any  new  regulation  or  repeal  any 
old,  if  by  so  doin|^  we  run  the  risque  of 
raising  heart-burnings  and  jealousies  among 
our  people. 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  lord  Polwarth, 
'   Mr.  Heathcote,  and  Mr.  Holden,  as  fol- 
lows: 


[VM 

Sir;  I  shall  take  up  very  little  of  your 
time  in  replying  to  what  has  been  said ;  for 
in  my  opinion,  the  arguments  for  the  mo- 
tion have  b^en  enforced  by  what  has  been 
said  by  way  of  answer  to  them.  If  the 
hardships  imposed  upon  the  dissenters,  by 
the  law  under  our  consideration,  are  greater 
than  what  are  absolutely  necessary  for  pre- 
venting its  being  in  their  power  to  destroy 
the  established  church,  it  must  be  grantecl, 
from  what  has  been  said  of  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  that  this  law  is  a  perse- 
cuting law :  Now,  Sir,  to  determine  this 
question^  in  the  affirmative,  we  need  have 
recourse  to  no  other  nation  but  Scotland : 
With  regard  to  that  nation,  we  know  that 
the  Presbyterian  religion,  which  is  here 
one  of  our  dissenting  religions,  is  there 
the  established  church,  and  what  is  here 
our  established  church,  i»  there  a  dis- 
senting reUgion;  yet  the  established  church 
in  Scotland  have  never  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, nor  does  it  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary, for  their  preservation,  to  exclude 
their  dissenters  from  all  posts  and  em- 
ployments in  the  executive  part  of  their 
government,  nor  have  they  any  law  for 
such  a  purpose ;  but  on  the  contrary  some 
of  their  judges  and  magistrates,  ana  many 
of  those  in  posts  and  employments  in  that 
kingdom,  go  openly,  and  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner,  to  the  episcopal  or  church 
of  England  meeting-houses  ;  and  though 
this  practice  or  indulgence  lias  been  coo- 
tinued  for  many  years,  and  continues  to 
tliis  day,  yet  the  established  church  in  that 
country  is  so  far  from  bein^  in  any  danger 
of  being  overturned  by  what  is  there  the 
dissenting  interest,  that  the  former  is  daily 
gaining  ground  upon  the  latter;  whici 
evidently  shews  the  great  weight  and  e&d 
of  a  legal  establishment,  with  respect  to  re- 
ligion, when  the  minds  of  men  are  not 
irritated  by  any  unnecessary  hardships  put 
upon  tliem.  I  could  likewise  instance 
Holland,  and  several  other  Protestant 
countries,  to  shew  that  rendering  dissen- 
ters incapable  of  serving  the  crown  in  anr 
post  of  honour,  trust,  or  profit,  is  a  hard- 
ship put  upon  them,  which  is  so  far  from 
bemg  absolutely  necessary,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  necessary  for  preserving  the  establislied 
religion  of  any  country ;  and  therefore  this 
hardship  must  in  the  strictest  sense  be 
called  persecution,  even  according  to  the 
meaning  put  upon  it  bj  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  who  have  spoke  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question. 

With  resnect  to  Nonjurors  and  Roman- 
Catholics,  tae  hardibips  put  upon  them  art 
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not  for  the  s«&e  of  af  scruple  of  conscience 
in  any  nfmtter  of  a  reli^oin  concern,  but 
tecaose  they  are  enemies  to  the  state,  and 
fd'the  prc^nt  hebpy  establi^ment ;  but  I 
am  surprized  to  near  it  said  that  the  r^n- 
dferifl^  of  fliem,  or  the  dissenters,  incapa- 
ble of  hdding  any  post  of  honour,  trust, 
Hft  profit  under  the  crown,  is  no  punish- 
ment, when  I  consfder  that  that  very 
{jtunirfi^ent  hto  often  been'  infTicted  by 
p^liament,  as  one  of  the  greater  punbh-* 
ments  they  could  inflict  upon  criMUfes  of  a 
T^ry  high  nature ;  Surety  this  legaJ  inca- 
pacity must  be  looked  on  as  a  punishment 
upon  both,  but  with  this  difference,  that 
upon  Nonjurors  or  Roman  Catholics,  it  is 
wm  grbat  justice  inflicted,  but  upon  dis- 
sehters  it  i^  inflicted  Without  any  occasion, 
Aty  party  among  the  latter  having  ever  yet 
b^eu  sttsp^cted  of  being  enemi^  to  our  pre- 
sent establishment,  unleM  die  r^ecting  of 
iBtih  motbn  should  make  them  so.  I  am  sure 
every  gentleman  that  hears  me  most  gr%mt, 
that'  there  is  some  difierence  betweeti  af 
capacity  of  beinff  a  soldier  in  die  guards^ 
and  a  capacity  of  holding  aeny  post  or  pre- 
ferment uAder  the  crown :  The  guards  are* 
tiie  kirig^tf  own  servants,  and  every  mart 
ttmy  chus&  what  sort  of  servants  he  has  af 
mind ;  therefore  no  man  has  a  titlcf  to  any 
capacity  of  being  a  soldier  in  the  guards; 
but  every  subject  has  a  title  to  a  capacity 
at  least  of  sharing  in  the  honours  and  pre- 
ferments of  his  country,  and  that  capacity 
•U^t  not  to  be  taken  from  him,  but  by 
way  of  punishment  fbr  some  v^  hiffh' 
crime  or  misdenkeaironr ;  for  it  is  a  punisn- 
ment  so  dishonourable  and  severe,  that' 
we  never  find  if  inflleted  by  oi:ir  laWs  upon 
crimes  of  an  onfihavy  nature. 

I  shall  grant.  Sir,  that  a  minister  of  the 
aftdbilishel  church  is  not,  by  any' express 
words  in  this  act,  ordered  or  compefled  to 
iSStiMMt  tihe  sacitoent  to  an  unworthy 
person,  who  desires  it  only  for  the  sake  of 
enid>lhig  him^df  to  hold  a  beneficial  em^^ 
jpioyfnent ;  but  if  a  mmister  of  the  Church 
of  £ngl»lid  should  refuse  toaditiinister  the 
4kcrament  to  any  person,  upon  such  occa- 
sion,  and  that  person  should  by  means  of 
finch  refusal  lose  his  post,  or  only  a  year's 
iiflary,  he  might  bring  hik  action  at  com- 
mon law^iqKm  thestktute  of  Iduff' Edward 
©i  agahirt  such  minister,  aftdVouId  recover 
^at  dtoi^es,  if  the  ccmrt  should  not  ap- 
prove  or  the  ministers'  reason  for  refusing 
to  administer  the  sacrament  to  theplafmtiff: 
Whereas,  before  the  receiving  of  the  sacra- 
ment was  madb  a  quidification  fbr  a  civil 
efUpkfyment,  no  such  pteintiff  could  hiTVd 
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recovered  any  considerable  damage ;  nay, 
1  doubt  if  he  could  have  recovered  any 
damage  at  all;  for  he  6ould  ndt  probably 
have  prdKred  any  tempyyifkP  dstotge  by  his 
not  receiving  the  sfecramenf  Wh^n  he  de- 
sired it;  and  I  do  not  see  how  a  jury 
could  pretend  16  put  a  vahie  upon  the 
spirituar  dariij^  he  misfit  pretend! to  have 
received.  Those  Itfirs  therefore,  wiMcli 
have  made  the  receiving  the  sacrament  a 
qualificadon  for  a  civil  eknployment,  havie 
subjected  all  the  clergymen  of  the  church 
of  England  to  a  very  greaft  difficulty; 
because  they  are  by  those  laws,  and 
by  those  only,  subjected  to  the  danger  of 
having  such  damages  given  against  them 
as  may  ruin  them  and  their  tannlies  for 
ever,  in  case  they  refuse  to  administer 
the  sacrament  to  a  person,  whom  they 
know  to  be  a  most  profligate  and  im- 
penitent sinner ;  for  this  a  minister  of  our 
church  may  be  fully  convinced  of,  and  yet 
it  may  be  impossible  for  him  to  make  the 
same  appear  to  a  junr. 

To  pretend,  Sir,  that  if  diose  incapaci- 
tating laws  were  repealed,  the  dissenters 
would  combine  closely  together  in  all  elec- 
tions, and  that  these  combinations  would 
occasion  terrible  disturbances,  is  contra- 
dicted by  experiences,  is  contradicted  by 
experience  in  England  as  well  as  Scot- 
latod";  for  though  mahy  of  the  Dissenters 
in  Elngland  do  comitiutticSate  sometimes 
widi  the  Established  Church,  and  in  coH- 
seVjiience  thereof  become  candiddte^,  froni 
time  to  time,  fot  almost  every  elective  civil 
post  in  the  kingdom ;  and  though  the  Dissen- 
ters do  generally  join  pretty  unanimously 
upon  such  occSffiions,  I  bdieVe  itfore  unani*^ 
mously  than  they  would  do  if  th(lese  lawd 
were  repealed,  yet  we  find  it  never  pro- 
duces aiiy  disturbatifces^  And  in  Scodandl 
where  the  Dissenters  from  their  established 
diurch  are  under  no  incapacitating  laws, 
We  firid  that  the  disputes  about  elections 
never  produce  any  diHuibaticeS  betweeii 
the  two  religiont paities  in  tl^at  kingdom; 
aldiough  it  niust  be  graritcftf  that'  the  peo* 

§le  of  that  comatty  *e  acs  vfolenjt  in  dl  their 
esires,  as  bold  and  eflt^rprfsitig  in'their  de^ 
signSj  and  as  turfnilent  under  disappbint- 
ments,  as  the'  people  in  any  countrj',  I  be^ 
lieve,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  must 
therfefbre  fifom  experience  conclude,  that 
the  repfeal'of  diose  persecuting  laws,  which 
to  our  misfbrtime,  are  still  in  force  in  this 
kingdom,  would  confirm  rather  than  dis^ 
turb  our  present  tranquillity;  and  it 
would  cfet'tfflnly  increase  our  trade,  becaukft 
it  is  not  to  be  questioned  but  that  a  gttm 
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many  more  rich  foreign  merchants  would 
come  over  and  settle  among  us,  if  they 
could  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  English- 
men without  changing  their  religion: 
whereas,  while  those  laws  remain  unre- 
pealed, a  few  foreign  tradesmen  and  me- 
chanics may  perhaps  come  over ;  but  rich 
and  opulent  foreign  merchants  will  neither 
come  nor  stay  to  settle  their  families  in 
this  kingdom,  when  they  consider  that 
neither  they  nor  their  posterity  can  aspire 
to  any  honour  or  preferment  unless  tnev 
make  a  sacrifice  of  the  religion  of  then: 
ancestors, 

.  The  debate  being  over,  the  question 
was  put,  and  upon  a  division,  it  was  car- 
ried m  Uie  negative  by  251  against  123. 

Proceedings  in -the  Commons  re- 
lating TO  THE  Spirituous  Liquor 
Bill.]     March  17.  The  House  being  in  a 

fraud  committee  on  tlie  supply,  sir  Robert 
V^alpole  acquainted  the  House,  That  the 
share  the  Civil  List  only  had  in  the  duties 
on   Spirituous  Liquors,  had  for  several 

?ears  last  past  amounted  to  at  least 
0,000/.  yearly,  one  year  with  anotiier; 
and  as  a  great  part  of  this  annuity  would 
be  lost  to  the  crown,  it  was  necessary  to 
make  it  good  from  some  other  fund; 
therefore  he  proposed  appropriating  all  the 
duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors  to  the  asgre- 

fate  fund,  which  makes  a  part  or  the 
inking  Fund,  and  chardng  that  Fund 
with  all  the  annuities  and  payments  for- 
merly payable  out  of  those  auties. 

But  this  was  opposed  by  several  Mem- 
bers, who  strongly  insisted,  That  the  Civil 
List  instead  of  being  a  loser  would  be  a 
gainer  by  lessening  the  consumption  of 
spirits,  because  the  consumption  of  beer 
and  ale,  and  of  wine,  and  the  produce  of 
the  duties  on  wine-licences,  &c.  would  be 
thereby  greatly  increased ;  so  that  the  loss 
the  crown  might  sustain  by  lessening  the 
produce  of  the  duties  upon  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, would  be  much  more  than  made  good 
by  the  increase  of  almost  all  the  other 
revenues  appropriated  to  the  Civil  List ; 
particularly  that  upon  beer  and  ale. 

To  this  the  Courtiers  answered.  That 
.there  might  probably  be  an  increase  in  the 
excise  upon  beer  and  ale ;  but  as  what  the 
amount  of  that  increase  might  be,  was  un- 
certain, and  as  the  amount  of  the  loss  the 
crown  was  to  sustain  was  certain,  therefore 
that  loss  ought  then  to  be  made  good  out  of 
gome  certain  produce;  and  if^ there  did 
really  happen  any  increase  in  the  excise 
qpoa  beer  and  ale,  they  might  call  for  aa 


account  of  it  in  two  or  three  years  after, 
in  order  that  the  same  might  be  &m>ro- 
priated  to  the  Aggregate  Fund,  for  making 
good  what  was  proposed  to  be  taken  frofn 
that  fund. 

Aflcr  this  the  tw^o  following  Resolution* 
were  agreed  to  without  a  division.  1. 
"  That  the  duty  and  revenues  which  shall 
arise  by  licenses  for  vending  brandy  or 
spirits,  as  also  the  present  duties  on  low 
wines,  strong-waters,  brandy,  rum,  ar- 
rack, and  all  other  spirits  whether  fo- 
reign or  British,  and  such  duties  as  shall 
arise  by  detailing  the  same,  be  united  to, 
and  made  part  of  the  general  or  aggr^ate 
fimd  established  by  the  act  of  the  Ist^  of 
Kins  George  1,  and  be  i^ued  and  applied 
to  l£ie  uses  to  wliich  the  said  Amd  is,  or 
sludl  be  made  applicable.  2.  That  ail  the 
several  annuities,  payments,  and  appro- 
priations, which  are  now  charged  upon,  and 
payable  out  of  the  said  several  duties  on^ 
strong-waters,  brandy,  rum,  arrack,  or  any 
other  spirits,  be  charged  upon,  and  maM 
payable  out  of  the  said  aggre^te  fund.*' 

March  29.  Sir  Josemi  Jekyll  present- 
ed to  the  House,  accoroing  to  order,  <  A 
Bill  for  laying  a  Duty  upon  the  Retailers 
of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  for  licensmg  th# 
Retailers  thereof:'  And  the  same  beine 
received,  sir  Robert  Walpble  stood  up,  and 
by  his  Majesty's  command  acquainted  the 
House,  <<  That,  as  the  alterations  proposed 
to  be  noiade  by  that  Bill  in  the  duties 
charged  upon  aU  Spirituous  Liquors,  mighty 
in  a  great  degree,  affect  soite  parts  of  his 
Majesty's  civil  list  revenues,  arising  irom 
the  same,  his  Majesty,  for  the  sake  of  re*- 
medying  so  great  an  evil,  as  was  intended 
by  that  BiU  to  be  prevented,  consented  to 
accept  any  other  revenue  of  equal  value, 
to  be  settled  and  appropriated  m  lieu  of 
his  interest  in  the  said  auties." 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the  first,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  second  time :  after 
which  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  said 
Bill  be  printed ;  but  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

March  SI.  (The  said  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House. 

The  same  day,  tlie  Bill  for  limiting  the 
number  of  officers  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  read  a  second  time,  and  a  mo- 
tion being  made  for  committing  the  same, 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  224  to  177. 

April  6.  A  Petition  of  the  merchants 
and  planters  trading  to  and  interested  in 
the  Britidi  sugar-colonies  in  America,  wM 
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S^resented  to  the  House,  and  read ;  setting 
brth,  "  That  the  resolutions  which  the 
House  had  come  to  for  granting  to  his 
Majesty  a  duty  of  20;.  per  gallon  for  all 
spirituous  liquors  sold  by  retail,  and  for  the 
oayment  of  the  sum  of  50/.  yearly  to  his 
Majesty  by  every  person  retailing  the 
same,  would  bring,  as  the  Petitioners  ap- 
prehended, unavoidable  ruin  on  the  sug^- 
colonies,  though  the  evil  complained  of 
did  not  arise  from  the  consui^tion  of  the 
commodities  imported  from  the  said  co- 
lonies ;  and  representing  to  the  House  a 
state  of  their  case,  with  regard  to  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar,  molasses  and  rum, 
as  it  would  be  a&cted  by  the  Bill  brought 
in  upon  the  said  resolutions;'  in  full  assu- 
rance, that  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature 
would  find  means  effectually  to  suppress 
the  evils  occasioned  by  the  excessive  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  without  destroying 
the  sugar-trade, upon  which  the  subsistence 
of  so  many  thousands  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects depended ;  and  therefore  praymg  that 
the  Petitioners  might  be  heard  by  mem* 
selves,  or  their  counsel,  against  so  much  of 
the  said  Bill,  as  they  conceived  might  ex- 
tend to  their  prejudice,  or  affect  the  Bri- 
tish sugar-traae." 

After  the  reading  of  this  Petition,  a 
motion  was  made,  That  the  said  Petition 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
the  said  Bill  was  conunitted ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners  be  heard  by  themselves,  or 
their  counsel  before  the  said  Committee* ; 
but  it  being  alledged,  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  method  of  proceeding  in  that  House, 
to  hear  counsel  or  parties'  upon  any  Peti- 
tion against  a  Money-Bill,  the  members, 
who  had  made  and  seconded  the  motion, 
desired  that  several  Journals  relatmg  to 
the  receiving  Petitions  against  Money- 


*  "  The  West- India  merchants  were  a  body 
of  people  that  of  all  others  the  minister  bad  the 
least  inclination  to  irobroil  himself  with .  They 
generally  concerned  themselves  very  little  with 
politics,  bat  stuck  to  the  party  which  they 
tboaght  were  most  in  their  own  interest.  The 
present  was  an  alarming  step  to  them ;  and 
many  of  them  being  members,,  a  very  smart 
straggle  was  made  that  the  said  petition  should 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  hill  was  committed ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  if  they  thought  fit,  should 
be  beard  by  themselves  or  tbeir  council  beibre 
the  committee,  according  to  the  prayer  of  their 
petition.  But  the  minister  had  now  resolved 
Bpon  this  measuf^,  and  it  bad  gone  too  far  to 
admit  a  farther  debate.*'    Tindal. 


BiHs,  might  be  read,  viz.  1.  The  Jour- 
nal of  the  House,  June  10,  in  the  10th  of 
king  William.  2.  The  Journal  of  the 
House  of  April  15,  in  the  11th  of  king 
William.  3.  The  Journal  of  the  House  ot 
May  5,  in  the  13th  of  king  Wflliam.  4 
The  Journal  of  the  House  of  April  3,  in 
the  8th  of  king  William.  5.  The  Journal 
ofthe  House  of  April  7  following.  6.  The 
Committee-book  ofthe  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  in  relation  to  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  April  9,  1696.  7-  The  Jour- 
nal of  the  House  of  May  9,  in  the  13th  of 
king  William.  8.  The  Journal  of  the 
House  of  March  20,  in  the  1st  of  queen 
Anne.  These  being  accordingly  read,  the 
Members  who  were  for  the  motion  urged : 
That  with  respect  to  those  Money-Bills 
which  were  brought  in  for  answering  the 
current  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  there 
was  some  reason  for  not  admitting  Peti- 
tioners to  be  heard  against  them ;  because 
such  8d*vices  required  an  immediate  sup- 
ply ;  they  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
money,  tmd  they  generally  could  not  admit 
of  any  delay ;  therefore  tiie  public  safetr 
made  it  often  necessary  to  pass  such  Bills 
with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  for  that  rea- 
son the  House  had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule 
not  to  admit  Petitioners  to  be  heard  against 
them ;  but  even  in  such  cases  the  rule  was 
not  without  exception,  as  appeared  from 
the  first  of  the  above  Journals,  viz.  June 
10,  in  the  10th  of  kins  William,  relating 
to  several  petitions  of  the  baili&,  wardens, 
and  commonalty  of  the  occupation,  art,' 
and  mystery  of  weavers,  within  the  city  of 
London,  and  ofthe  wardens  and  assistants 
ofthe  company  of  worsted  leavers  in  the 
city  of  Norwich,  and  to  the  several  orders 
of  the  House  thereupon ;  and  to  the  order 
of  the  House  for  referring  the  considera- 
tion ofthe  Petition  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany to  the  Committee  ofthe  whole  House, 
to  whom  the  Bill  for  raising  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  millions,  for  settling  a  perpe- 
tual fund  or  payment  of  certain  annuitiea 
after  the  rate  of*^  8/.  per  cent,  per  annum 
for  every  100/.  and  ror  farther  advantage 
therein  mentioned,  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
ment, was  committed,  and  for  hearing 
the  said  Company  by  their  counsel  upon 
the  said  Bill  before  the  said  Committee ; 
where  the  Petitioners  were  admitted  to  be 
heard  against  that  Bill, notwithstanding  the 
great  sum  that  was  thereby  to  be  raised, 
and  notwithstanding  the  ffreatest  part  of 
that  sum  was  designed,  and  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  our  civil  go- 
vernment, and  of  our  land  and  sea^services. 
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as  appeared  by  the  clause  of  appropriation 
contamed  in  that  ^t ;  and  considering  the 
precarious  situation  the  afiairs  of  Europe 
were  then  in,  it  could*  not  be  denied  but 
that  the  demands  for  those  services  were 
then  as  pressing,  and  required  as  much 
dispatch  as  couM  almost  at  ^y  one  time 
be  supposed. 

That  with  respect  to  the  Bill  then  be- 
fore them,  it  could  not  properly  be  called 
a  Money-BiU:  there  were,  it  was  true, 
some  taxes  to  be  imposed  by  the  Bill,  but 
those  taxes  were  not  designed  as  supplies 
for  answering  the  current  service  of  the 
year ;  they  were  designed  only  for  putting 
an  end  to  an  abuse  which  had  lately  crept 
in  among  our  people,  and  therefore  the 
rule  far  not  admitting  petitioners  to  be 
Ijieard  against  a  Money-Bill,  could  in  no 

giaqner  of  way  be  apphed  to  the  B^l  t|ien 
efore  them. 
That  with  respect  to  any  trade  ip  which 
the  subjects  of  this  nation  had  no  rival,  the 
legislature  might  pretty  freely  make  such 
regulations  as  tl^ey  had  a  mind,  but' with 
respect  to  any  trade  in  which  our  subjects 
were  rivalled  by  foreign  powers,  we  ought 
to  be  extremely  cautious  in  making  any 
new  regulation ;  because  in  such  a  c|ise 
the  smallest  discouragement  might  give 
foreigners  such  an  advantage  over  us,  as 
might  enable  them  to  turn  us  entirely 
out  of  the  trade ;  which  might  very  pro- 
bably be  the  case  with  respect  to  the  ^pgar- 
trade ;  for  in  that  trade  it  was  well  known 
we  hod  a  most  powerful  and  ^  mo^t  dan-* 
|;erous  rival;  an^  for  us  to  make  a  new 
regulation  which  might  ^Si^ct  that  trade, 
without  60  much  as  hearing  what  ovir  own 
subjects,  who  were  epg^eid  in  the  ^rade, 
had  to  say  against  such  regulation,  was 
jewing  such  ^  disregfu-d  to  the  subjects, 
and  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  as  tl)ey  hoped  would  never  in  ^y 
^e  be  shewn  by  that  House. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  courtiers, 
That  every  bill  by  which  any  tax  was 
levied  upon  the  subject  was  a  money-biU. 
and  had  always  been  understood  as  such 
()y  tha^  Hou^e;  and  t|ierefore  the  bill  then 
before  them  was  as  much  a  pipney-bill  as 
any  other.  That  witbi  respect  to  Uie  ni)e 
of  not  hearingpetitioners  against  such  Bills, 
it  must  be  supposed  to  have  had  a  be^in- 
ping,  as  all  sucn  rules  have ;  and  thereiore 
before  that  rule  came. to  be  fully  esta- 
yishedas  a  rule  for  directing  the  future  pro- 
ceedings of  that  House,  many  precedent^ 
might  be  quoted  against  the  observing  pf 
that  rule>  because  it  yff^  front  those  vqry 
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precedents  that  the  rule  took  ks  rise:  ith^ 
been  observed,  that  as  soon  a^  any  BiU 
wa^  brought  in  for  laying  a  tax  or  duiU 
upon  anv  sort  of  ^pods,  the  deid^^i  ip  sim 
goods  always  pet^tion^,  mi  depcedio  b^ 
heard  by  themselves  or  tbeir  couasd 
against  the  Bill,  and  ahurays  uiider  a  prse- 
tence,  that  the  passingof  Jil2«h  aBiHwoidd 
injure  the  trade  of  the  natiop  ;  yet  vpao 
hearing  what  they  had  toMy»  it  wasgm- 
rally  found,  that  all  their  argiunents  pro- 
ceeded from  private  views,  or  that  th^ 
had  nothing  to  offer  but  wl^al  had  beea 
before  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  so  that  it  ahno^t  alwaya  appeare<l» 
that  the  hearing  of  such  p^titioDers  bf 
themsdves  or  their  counsel,  waaljakingiip 
a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  ttie  Hojm  to 
no  purpose:  for  this  reaaon  tbe  Houia 
came  ^t  last  to  este^ish  it  as  a  tvio  DPt  to 
be  departed  from,  not  to  admit  petiti<Miea 
to  be  heard  by  themselves  or  th^  couofd 
against  any  such  Bill ;  whidi  rule  bad 
then  been  inviolably  observed  for  maajr 
years,  and  the  reason  for  observing  it  was 
as  strong  with  respect  to  the  Bill  tbea 
before  them,  as  wiUi  respect  \o  any  other. 
That  they  ought,  without  doubt,  to  be 
extremely  cautious  in  makipg  any  regu-* 
lation  which  might  discourage  our  susir- 
trade,  or  our  sugar-colonies,  but  aenbcr 
that  trade  nor  any  of  those  colonies  opuld 
be  of  any  weight,  when  put  in  the  balaoce 
against  the  health  and  the  happiness  of  die 
people  of  Great  Britain ;  ^^d  if,  for  tbe 
preservation  of  the  health  and  the  monb 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  they  found 
themselves  under  a  necessity  of  omkiag  a 
regulation  which  might  lessen  (he  coo- 
sumption  of  sugar  among  the  people  of  this 
island,  they  must  fall  upon  somo  way  of 
giving  an  encouragement  to  that  trsdo 
with  respect  to  foreign  piarkets,  which 
would  be  a  greater  advantage  to  the  na- 


tion, and  would  prevent  the  ruin  of  our 
own  people.  But  that  for  this  purpose 
they  had  no  occasion  for  hearing  tne  peti* 
doners  by  themselves  or  their  counsel; 
because  as  every  one  pf  them  had  a  repre- 
sentative in  that  House,  they  might  com- 
municate their  thoughts  upon  that  subje<4 
to  their  several  representatives,  bjr  which 
means  the  House  would  be  as  ml^  in- 
formed of  what  they  had  to  say,  as  it  th^ 
were  to  be  heard  by  themselves  or  their 
counsel  at  the  bar ;  and  therefore,  as  th^ 
granting  them  any  such  hearing  would  be 
taking  up  the  time  pf  U^e  House  tonppur* 
pose,  they  could  not  but  he  agaiast  it 
The  que^ioA  was  tbao  ^  MpOD  ^ 
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«)Qt|oQ>afidieamed  in  the  negative  witiiout 
a  division :  whereupon  the  Petitioii  was 
ordered  U>  lie  li^o  the  table. 

InmediJitely  after  this,  a  PetitioD  sf 
tlie  Mfltl^t  wecdens,  atgietantSy  and  pom- 
mooaky  of  Cbesode^  of  merchants  adven- 
turcMTS  within  the  aty  of  Bristd,  under 
their  connnon  MBtXy  was  pnesented  to  the 
House  and  read;  settanrfinth,^^  That  the 
Bill  then  /dc»ending  before  the  House,  to 
lay  a  duty  omU.  a  gallon  on  all  spirituous 
li4uom  sold  *hy  retail,  and  a  sum  of  M. 
yeady  to  be  paid  by  every  retaBer  of  the 
aame,  would,  if  enacted,  be  destructiTe  to 
the  petitioners,  and  many  thousands  more 
of  ilm  Majesty's  subiects,  as  well  in  the 
augar-colonies,  as  in  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  said  city ;  and  there£9re  imploring  the 
House  to  connder  the  great  loss,  which 
most  immediately  thereafter  ensue  to  the 
revenue,  navigation,  tradevs  and  others 
concerned  in  sugar  and  rum,  imd  -whaX 
advantage  foreigners  nwht  make  thereof; 
and  to  w>rd  siu:h  relief  therein,  as  to  the 
House  should  seem  meet ;  ^thsit  in  their 
humUe  opinion,  a  proper  relief  might  be 
granted  to  them,  without  preventiriff  the 
evil  GOinpJained  of  in  the  Bill  from  being 
eSBCtually  suppressed.'^ 

This  Petition  was  likew^  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

April  8.  A  Petition  of  the  merchants 
and  owners  ^  ships  tmdine  from  the  port 
of  Liverpool  to  and  firom  the  British  sugar 
odonies  in  America,  was  nresented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  aetting  lorth,  **  That  the 
greatest  and  principal  branch  of  their  trade 
i^onsisted  in  the  exportation  of  manu&c- 
tures,  the  produce  oi  Great  Britain,  to  our 
colonies  in  America,  and  bripging  Mus* 
cavado  sugars  in  return  for  the  same,  three 
fourth  parts  of  which  sugars,  could  not  be 
<MNisumed  withoqt  being  first  refined,  and 
two  fifth  parts  when  refined  were  drawn 
into  Molosses,  whereof  near  twothirds  Wjere 
distifled  into  spirits ;  and  that  If  the  BiU 
brought  in  upon  several  resolutions  of  the 
House,  in  order  to  lay  a  duty  of  20r.  a 
gallon  upon  idl  kinds  of  ^irituous  liquors 
retailed  within  this  kingdom,  rum  from 
his  Majesty's  pbntations  not  excepted, 
diould  pass  into  a  law,  the  greatest  con- 
sumption of  re^edsu^arswooldbe^[itirely 
lost,  and  rum,  which  is  near  a  fourth  part 
in  ^ue  of  the  produce  of  our  sugar-oo- 
loni^,  woold  idso  be  rendered  of  Uttle  or 
no  vahie,  and  two  thu^  of  the  Mcdesse^ 
produced  from  refined  sugars, must  become 
useless,  to  the  inevitaUe  ruin  of  our  sugar 


plantations,  and  destructioB  of  the  twa 
most  valuable  branches  of  our  foreign 
trade,  to  the  British  Coknies  and  the  coast 
ef  Africa;  and  therefore  expressins^  their 
hope,  that  the  legislature  womd  not 
hazard  so  beneficial  a  trade,  to  cure  an 
^,  that  never  would  have  happened  fi-cwi 
rum,  or  amr  other  liquor  of  that  value,  but 
would  be  abfe  to  find  means  effectually  to 
suppress  the  same,  without  extending  such 
means  to  any  of  the  liquors  that  were  dis- 
tilled from  the  produce  of  our  own  plan-f 
tations;  andprajrins  that  the  House  would 
be  pleased  to  take  uieur  case  into  conside- 
ration, and  rive  such  relief  therein,  as  the 
House  shoiud  find  most  meet.'^ 

This  Petition  was  likewise  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

April  9.  Tlie  ord^  of  die  House  being 
read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
fiutther  of  the  said  Bill,  it  was  ordered; 
^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said 
Committee  that  they  have  power  to  receive 
a  claijise  for  enabMng  such  persons  as  had 
exercised  the  business  of  distillation  for 
a  time  to  belimited,  or  had  served,  or  were 
thenbound  as  apprentices  to  such  business^ 
to  follow  any  other  trade  or  business  in 
any  city,  town,  or  place,  in  England.** 

After  this,  the  House  resolved  into  the 
said  Committee,  but  when  they  came  to 
t^t  clause  by  which  it  was  enacted,  <  That 

*  the  duties  and  revenues  which  should 
^  arise  by  licences  for  vending  brandy,  or 

*  spirits,  as  a}so  the  present  duties  on  low 
^  wines,  strcme  waters,  brandy,  rum,  ar- 

*  rack,  and  m  other  spirits  wheAer  fo- 

<  reign  or  British^  and  such  duties  as  should 

*  arise  by  retailing  the  same,  as  should  from 
<and  after  the  29th  of  September  1736,i 

*  be  united  to,  and  made  part  of  the  ge- 

<  neral  or  aggregate  fund  estdi>lished  by 

*  the  act  of  the  &8t  ^ear  of  the  reign  of 

<  his  late  Majesty  kmg  George  1,    arnct 

<  should  be  issued  and  applied  to  the  uses 
^  to  which  the  said  fimd  was,  or  should  be 

<  made  applicable.* 

The  same  was  opposed  by  several  mem- 
bers, as  being  unnecessary,  because,  though 
t^  produce  of  those  duties  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  several  annuities 
and  other  particular  uses,  and  though  that 
produce  might  perhaps  be  less  m  time 
to  come  than  it  had  beei>  for  some  years 
past,  yet  they  did  not  believe  that  by  the 
regulation  made  by  that  Bill,  the  nroduce  of 
those  duties  would  be  so  mucn  reduced' 
a^  to  be  under  what  it  was  when  those 
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appropriations  were  made ;  and  if  that 
ihoula  be  the  case,  any  small  deficiency 
that  might  happen,  might  be  provided  for 
by  next  session  of  parliament,  when  the 
amount  of  that  deficiency  would  be  as- 
certained ;  l^t  it  being  insisted  on.  That 
the  future  produce  of  those  duties  could 
not  near  answer  the  ends  to  which  it 
was  appropriated,  and  that  'it  was  abso- 
solutely  necessary  for  the  sake  of  public 
credit  to  grant  a  new  fund  to  the  creditors 
of  the  public,  by  the  same  Bill  by  which 
they  took  away  or  diminished  their  old, 
the  clause  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi* 
sion. 

Then  the  next  Clause  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows, *  And  whereas  the  said  duties  upon 
low  wines,  strong  waters,  brandy,  rum, 
arrack,  and  all  other  spirits  whether  fo- 
reign or  British,  are  amonpt  other  duties 
and  revenues  charged  with,  and  liable, 
to  pay  several  sums  of  money,  as  well 
for  the  support  of  his  Majest3r's  houshold 
and  family,  and  the  honour  and  digni^  of 
the  crown,  as  for  payment  of  annmties 
and  other  payments  to  several  corpora- 
tions, and  to  ot|}er  persons  intitled  tiiere- 
unto ;  and  it  may  so  happen,  that  by 
making  the  alterations  aforesaid  in  the 
said  duties,  the  funds  charged  with  the 
pa3rments  aforesaid  may  prove  deficient ; 
and  whereas  by  a  medium  of  eight  years, 
computed  from  the  time  of  his  Majesty's 
happy  accession  to  the  throne  to  Mid- 
summer last  past,  the  sum  of  is 
taken  to  be  the  medium  of  the  annual 

5 reduce  of  what  has  been  applied  of  the 
uties  aforesaid  to  the  service  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's houshold  and  family  :  to  the  end 
therefore,,  that  neither  his*  Majesty, 
nor  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies 
poUtic  or  corporate,  who  is  or  are  intitled 
to  any  part,  share,  or  interest,  in  the 
money  arising  by  the  said  duties,  may 
be  losers,  or  receive  any  prejudice  by 
the  alterations  aforesaid,  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from 
and  after  the  said  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 17S6,  there  shall  be  paid  to 
his  Majesty  during  his  natural  life, 
(which  God  long  prese^e)  out  of  the 
monies  of  the  said  general  or  aggregate 
fund,  the  sum  of  per  ann. 

being  the  aforesaid  medium  of  what  has 
been  annually  applied  of  the  duties  afore- 
said, towards  the  service  of^his  Majesty's 
houshold  and  family,  and  other  his  ex- 
pences  and  occasions,  from  his  happy  ac- 
cession to  the  throne  to  Midsunmier  last 
past.' 


After  which  a  motion  was  m^e  by  some 
of  the  members  concerned  in  the  drawing 
up  of  this  Bill,  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  the 
sum  of  70,000/.  that  sum,  as  they  said, 
being  the  medium  of  what  had  been  annu- 
ally applied  of  the  aforesaid  duties  towards 
the  avillist,  from  his  Majesty'shi^pyacces- 
sion  to  the  dirone,  to  Midsiunmer  utttpast : 
whereupon  themembets  who  opposed  the 
former  clause  declared,  that  they  were  like- 
wise against  this  whole  clause,  and  tfiat  they 
would  afterwards  take  the  liberty  to  give 
their  reasons ;  but  as  it  was  necessary  in 
point  of  form,  to  fill  up  the  blank  beifore 
any  thing  could  be  said  either  for  or  against 
the  clause,  therefore  they  would  propose 
that  the  blank  should  be  filled  with  the  sum 
of  4^,000/.  which  being  the  lesser  sum,  the 
question  was  of  course  to  be  first  put  for 
filling  up  the  blank  with  this  lesser  sum, 
and  as  this  was  opposed  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  proposed  the  sum  of  70,0002.  it 
brought  on  a  long  debate,  in  which  the 
chief  Arguments  in  favour  of  the  lesser 
sum  were  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Civil  List 
cannot  be  any  loser  by  diminishing  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors,  beoiuse, 
whatever  may  be  thereby  lost  to  the  Civil 
List^  will  be  much  more  than  good  by  the 
increase  of  the  consumption  of  other  li- 

^uors,  of  the  duties  upon  which  the  Civil 
list  has  a  much  larger  share  than  it  has  of 
those  duties  payable  upon  spirituous  li- 
quors ;  therefore  whatever  sum  this  blank 
may  be  filled  up  with,  I  must  look  upon 
every  shilling  or  it,  not  as  a  compensation, 
but  as  a  new  addition  to  the  Civil  List  re- 
venue, and  since  I  do  not  think  that  the 
crown  has  occasion  for  any  new  addition  to 
that  revenue,  I  must  look  upon  this  whole 
sum  as  a  real  loss  to  the  people  ;  I  must 
look  upon  the  whole.  Sir,  as  a  sort  of  pur- 
chase money  we  arc  to  pay  for  the  Bill  now 
before  us:  and  since  we  must  pay  a  price 
for  preserving  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
people,  surely  ifwe  are  good  merchants, 
if  we  are  honest  trustees  ror  the  people,  we 
should  endeavour  to  bring  down  that  price 
as  much  as  we  can.  But  supposing.  Sir, 
that  the  loss  the  Civil  List  may  sustain  by 
diminishing  the  consumption  of  spirituous 
liquors,  were  not  to  be  made  good  by  the 
increase  which  that  diminution  will  natur- 
ally produce  in  some  of  the  other  branches 
of  that  revenue ;  the  yearly  sum  to  be  given 
to  the  Civil  List  in  lieu  of  that  loss,  oo^ 
not  to  be  calculated  from  a  medium  of 
eight  years  after  his  Majesty's  happy  ac>; 
cessiomto  the  throne,  but  fironi  a  medhiia 
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of  eight  years  immediately  preceding  his 
Majesty's  happy  accession  to  the  throne ; 
for  when  the  parliament,  which  established 
the  present  Civil  List,  were  considering 
what  duties  would  be  sufficij^nt  for  raising 
that  Revenue,  which  they  thought  was 
necessarv  for  supporting  his  Majesty's 
houshold  and^.  family,  they  could  not 
hare  under  their  consideration  the  pro- 
duce of  those  duties  in  time  to  come ;  and 
much  less  could  they  have  under  their  con- 
sideration an  increase  which  might  arise 
by  an  abuse,  so  as  to  put  it  out  of  the 
.  power  of  parliament  to  rectify  that  abuse, 
without^  making  good  to  the  civil  list  the 
increased  revenue  it  had  acquired  by  that 
abuse :  they  could  have  nothing  under 
their  consideration  but  the  produce  of  those 
duties  for  years  past,  and  for  this  reason 
the  clause,  now  before  us,  ought  to  have 
been  drawn  up  in  a  quite  different  manner 
fi'om  what  it  is ;.  or  at  least  it  ought  to  have 
been  lefl  to  the  copimittee  to  determine, 
whether  they  would  take  the  eight  years 
before,  or  the  eight  years  after  his  Majes- 
ty's accession ;  in  which  case  it  ought  to 
have  been  in  these  terms :  ^  And  whereas 
'  by  a  medium  of  years  computed 

^  from  to  the  the  sum  of 

^  is  taken  to  be  the  medium  of  the  annual 
'  produce  of  that  part  of  the  duties  aforesaid, 
*  appropriated  to  the  semceof  his  Majesty's 
'  housenold  and  family.' 

This,  Sir,  was  in  my  opinion,  the  only 
proper  and  regular  method  in  which  this 
clause  could  have  been  brought  in :  if  it 
had  been  brought  in  according  to  this 
method,  the  committee,  where  only  it 
is  proper  to  determine  such  things,  would 
have  been  left  at  full  liberty  to  chuse 
the  medium  of  any  number  of  years  after 
or  the  nredium  of  any  number  of  years  be- 
fore his  Majesty's  accession  ;  and  if  we 
had  chose  the  medium  of  eighty  ears  before 
his  Majesty's  accession,  which  we  certainly 
ought  to  have  done,  the  medium  would  not 
hat^e  amounted  to  the  sum  now  under  our 
consideration ;  because  the  abuse  with  re- 
spect to  the  consumption  of  home  made  spi- 
rits was  not  near  so  great  in  the  eight  years 
preceding,  his  Majesty's  accession,  as  it 
lias  been  in  the  eight  years  since;  and 
every  one  knows  how  greatly  the  produce 
of  the  duties  upon  foreign  spirits  increased 
after  that  miraculous  tide  which  opened 
the  port  of  Dunkirk,  and  which  brot^ht  in 
upon  us  an  inundation  of  French  Brandies 
under  the  name  of  Flemish ;  insomuch  that 
in  the  year  1723,  which  was  the  year  after 
ibat  prodigious  tide,  and  but  two  years  after 


a  very  remarkable  change  in  our  administra- 
tion, the  duties  on  fcMreign  brandies  and 
spirits  amounted  to  above  70,000/.  where- 
as in  the  year  1721,  they  did  not  amount 
to  25,000/.  and  we  likewise  know,  that» 
since  his  Majesty's  accession,  this  inun- 
dation has  ratner  increased  than  diminish^ 
ed. 

But  again,  Sir,  supposing  we  were  to 
take  this  matter  in  the  best  light  we  can 
for  the  crown,  and  in  the  worst  light  for 
the  people  :  Supposing  that  we  ought  to 
calculate  the  loss  which  the  civil  list  may 
sustam,  by  diminishing  the  consumption  of 
spirituous  liquors,  from  a  medium  of  eight 
years  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  his 
Majesty's  happy  accession  to  the  thront 
to  Midsummer  fast :  yet  surely  the  extra- 
ordinary increase  that  happened  in  th« 
duties  upon  foreign  brandies  and  spirits  in 
the  year  1733,  ought  not  to  be  brought 
into  that  calculation ;  for  in  that  year,  w^^ 
ma^^  remember  we  reassumed  our  desire  to 
encour^e  our  own  distillery,  and  for  that 
reason  French  brandies  being  wanted,  ai 
was  pretended,  to  mix  up  with  and  rectify 
our  own  spirits,  as  well  as  for  the  love  and 
esteem  we  bore  the  French,  a  law  was 
passed,  for  lowering  the  duties  upon 
French  brandies,  and  for  making  all  foreign 
brandies  pay  an  equal  duty  with  them: 
This  of  course  gave  the  alarm  to  our  old 
friends  at  Dunkirk,  who  foresaw  that  they 
could  no  longer  import  French  brandies 
upon  us  under  the  name  of  Flemish,  and 
therefore,  before  that  act  took  place,  they^ 
brought  in  such  large  quanties  of  brandy, 
that  the  duties  on  foreign  brandies  and 
spirits,  for  that  year  only,  amounted  to 
near  318,000/.  which  was  near  200,000/. 
more  than  was  usual  in  any  one  year ;  yet 
this  extraordinary  and  casual  produce 
seems  now  intended  to  be  brought  in,  for 
magnifying  the  loss  which  the  civil  list 
may  sustam  by  diminishmg  the  consun^ 
tion  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  for  increas- 
ing the  sum^  with  which  thepec^le  are  to 
be  loaded  for  making  ffood  that  pretended 
loss.  I  say  pretended  loss.  Sir,  because  I 
am  convinced  the  whole  will  appear  to  be 
so,  and  therefore  I  am  now  fo.r  filling  up 
the  blank  with  the  sum  I  have  here  pro- 
posed; but  when  the  question  comes  to  be 
put  upon  the  clause  in  general,  I  shall  give 
my  negative  to  the  whole,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  Miall  give  myself  verjr  little  concern 
about  the  sum  with  which  it  is  now  to  be 
filled  up. 

To  this  it  was  answered  as  follows : 
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Sir  ;  I  shall  not  take  up  your  timt  whh 
«Adeavouring  to  i^>ew,  that  the  l<»si  which 
tbe  crown  may  sostain,  by  lessening  the 
doiisumption  of  Bpirituous  liquore,  caimot 
be  made  good  by  the  increase  that  must 
hereby  he  occasioned  in  the  consumption 
of  other  liquors ;  beca»Me  I  do  not  take  it 
to  be  the  question  now  before  us :  It  is  evi- 
iftentirom  the  accounts  upon  our  table, 
that  his  Majesty's  share  of  the  dutieisr 
upon  spirituous  liquors  ha»  for  these  eight 
3«ai^  lasl  past  amounted  yearly  to  i^out 
70^000^  one  year  with  another,  therefore 
ff  the  ^dvole  of  these  duties  be  £br  the 
fliture  appropriated  and  mode  ptffable  to^ 
liie  i^fff eeate  fundi,  ic  is  evident,  and  I 
tiurit  admi«ted  on  botik  sides,  timt!  h»  Ma*- 
jestjr  Willi  by  such  appropriationrlose  m 
yefltrly  refienwe  of  70,(XX)^  which  he*  hay 
«nj<^fed'ef«v  since  has  happy  aecessioti'  tO' 
tliettoone;  mid  that  itiat  loss  ought  eo' 
be  made  good  to  his  Majesty  is  a  queiebu' 
Itet  seetus  ti>irie  to  have  been  already  de* 
ttFrmined  by  this  Rouse,  when  we  agreed 
Sir  tfaos^  resolutions  upon  wlkich  this  Bill 
was  founded  :  Therefore  the  only  question 
now  beibre  us,  is,  to  determine  how  mucb 
hi?  Majesty  will  really  lose,  in>  order  diat 
the  same  may  be  ror  the  future  made 
good  to  his  Majesty,  out  d^  that  fund  to 
which  we  have  already  f^propriated  tJiose- 
duties,  which  formerly  belonged  to  his 
M^e^^s  civil  listi  This,  in  my  opinion, 
i»  no  more  l^ian  dmng  that  justice  to  ha^ 
Msqesty,  wfaieh'  every  man  in  a  private  ca- 
pacity would  in  such  a  case  most  reason- 
aMjr  expect  fh)m  anotlier :  If  I  surrender 
apart  <»  my  estate  to  my  neighbour  fbr 
his  conveniem^,  it  is  but  ireasonable  he 
should  make  good'  to  me  the  damage  I 
may  sustain  l^  such  surrender.  Wh^er 
tk^  loss  his-  Majesty  will  most  certainly 
suBtain^  by  tidcing*  m>m  him  diose  dmies^ 
which  formerly^  to^onged  to  him^  mayb«^ 
maise  ffood  by  the  increase*  of  some  of  die 
ether  duties  q^romiaited  to  the  civil  list;  is 
a<]ueBtioii.of  admerentiiature:  I  amf  cer- 
tain it  cmmot  now  be  determined  whether 
there  be  any  such  increase'  or  not;  and' if 
any  such  increase  should  hereafter  appear, 
then  it  will  be  timeenoogh  to  determine 
^  how  that  mcrease  ought  to  be  disposed  of. 

Now,  Shr,wfth  respect  to  the  loss  hi^ 
Majesty  may  sustain,  and  the  metJlod  by 
which  the  quantum  of  that  loss  is  to  be 
determined,  it  seems  a  little  odd  to  me^ 
that^  in  order  to  put  a  vahie  upon  a'  loss- 
which  his  Majesty  must  sustain,  by  ttiking 
from  him  a  revenue  which  he  has  enjoyed, 
gentlemen  should  propose  to  put  a  value 
4? 


upon  that  loS9|  by  conpuf  ing  the  produce 
I  or  a  revenue  which  hfi»  Majesty  never  en- 
joyed: Thia  meiAioddif  covntoutatien  ap- 
pears tome  SIS  v«iy  eictraordinary,  that  I 
think  1  need  only  put  it  in  its  true  lijg^ 
in  order  to  shew  that  it  is  a  method  we 
ought  not  to  take.  But  it  is  said  that 
when  1^  parliament,  which  estiMirited 
the  ^resent  civil  list  revenue,  were  cod- 
sfdermg  what  duties  would  be  sufficient  for 
raising  the  revemie,  which  they  thought 
was  necessary  fcfr  supporting  his  Majes^s 
houshold  and  ^unily,  they  could  not  have 
under  thei#  consideration  the  produce  of 
those  duties  in^  time  to  come.  In  this,  %, 
I  happen  to  be  of  a  very  <£!fl^rent  oj^on; 
ibr  asthey  were  considering  what  dudci 
would  be  suflld^ciS  to  raise  a  futm«  re- 
venue^  iHAink  they  could  consider  otAj  n 
future  produce;  abdthe  mtfthnod'in  yduch 
that  revenue  was  estabfished  A&mi,  that 
tStey  had  under  their  v«Bw^  only  the  faltm 
proi^^  of  those  duties^  which*  they  at»- 
prc^riatM  to  the  raising  ctf  that  revenue : 
Th^  considered  that'8OO^(X)l0.  ayeanrat 
the  least  that;  was  neceSiBaiy  AyrsumoHfng 
his  M^jesty^s  hou^old  and  fkctafy^  asd 
t^  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crovm  of 
Great  Britain :  and  therefbre,  if  the  fo- 
ture  produce  of  those  duties,  which  were 
tiien  appropriated  towards  raising  that  aom 
yearly,  should  ihU  &4iort,  th<^  obliged 
themselves  to  make- it  good :  The  ye&y 
sum  oTsOOiOOOfc  I  say,  they  reoconed 
tile  leait  tiiat  was  necesfiaiy  mr  the  pur- 
poses intfend«d ;  but  then  they  consi^md, 
that  even  a  larg^  sum  migM  he  b^neficidj 
applied  t?&  the  same  puiposei^  and  theI^ 
fore,  in  case  the  foturef  produce  of  those 
duties  should  amounttomoretiian800,0(tf* 
a  year,  those  surpltteses  by  them  were 
likewise  ^ppn>priated:b  the  civil  list,  and 
his  Majesty  has  as  good  a  ri^t  to  thcee 
surplusses,  if  any  has  arisen,  or  should 
arise,  as^he  has  to  any  part  of  tiie  800,^* 
a  year. 

From  this  consideratidb*,  8hr,  every  gen- 
tleman must  see,  Aat,  if  by  any  new  re- 
lation we  diminish  the  produce  of  any  of 
those  duties^  ap^yroprisotsd  to  the  civil  let, 
weore  in  justice  to  hifr  Mi^esty  dbliged  to 
nKdte-good  the  loss  which  die  civil  list  mftj 
thereby  sustain :  fbr  I  hope  ^e  parimmeDt 
of  Grbfit^  Britain  will  neveract  so  daW* 
a'part  as  to  make  a  grant  in  one  year,  and 
to  take  back  that  grant,  or  any  port  of  that 
grant  in  the  next :  we'mavbet)Bfiged,ibr 
the  sidle  of  the  public  gooa,  eo  make  sone 
^t^rations  in  the  grants  we  have  made,  ^ 
nu^  hereafter  mtke^.  but  it  is'ti»behof)ed 
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jwe  never  thall  make  any  such  alteratioDS 
without  the  conswut  of  lul .  thoie  intereited 
therein,  or  without  making  good  the  k)8s 
they  may  sustain.  The  grant  of  the  civil 
list,  as  it  now  stands  established,  1  must 
look  upon  in  the  same  way  as  if  one  gen- 
tleman,  for  favour  and  aroction,  ck  some 
other  cmisiderationy  should  make  a  grant 
or  a  present  to  another  of  a  ticket  in  the 
present  lotterv;  with  this  condition,  that  if 
It  came  up  a  blank,  he  would  give  him  5/« 
in  lieu  thereof,  but  if  it  came  up  a  large 
prize,  the  whole  should  belong  to  the 
ffraiitee.  Now  if,  after  such  a  grant  made 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  ticket 
should  come  up  a  great  prize,  I  should 
think  the  granter  both  very  chUdish  und 
yery  unjust,  if  he  insisted  upon  having  any 
share  in  that  prize,  or  upon  taking  any 
part,  of  it  from  the  grantee,  without  giving 
ikim  an  adequate  consideration.  We  are 
not  now  to  enc^uire  whether  the  duties 
granted  to  the  civil  list  prodube  more  than 
800,000^  a  year,  or  not;  but  if  they  do 
really  produce  more,  that  surplus  k  a 
sort  ot  prize  we  have  already  granted  to 
his  Majesty,  and  we  neither  can  nor  ou^ht 
to  take  any  part  of  that  surplus  from  bun, 
or  to  make  any  alteration  by  which  that 
surplus  may  be  diminished,  without  mak- 
ing good  the  loss  in  some  other  way;  and 
that  loss  ought  certainly  to  be  computed 
from  the  produce  of  the  grant  since  it  was 
inade,/or  before  the  grant  was  made,  there 
could  be  no  such  produce. 

Having  now,  Sir,  shewn  that  it  would 
be  a  most  preposterous  method  of  compu- 
tation, to  compute  the  loss  his  Majesty 
may  sustain,  from  the  medium  of  the  pro- 
duce of  any  number  of  years  before  his 
accession,  1  think,  1  need  not  take  any 
notice  of  those  alterations  which  happened 
in  the  duties  upon  spirituous  liquors,  or 
any  other  duties,  before  that  happy 
period ;  but  give  me  leave  to  take  some 
notice  of  that  alteration  or  increase,  which 
happened^in  the  year  1733,  with  respect  to 
the  duties  on  foreign  brandies  and  spirits ; 
and  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  from  the 
very  nature  of  that  increase,  it  appears  to 
me  evident  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  calculation,  in  order  to  increase  the 
medium  of  the  produce  of  the  eight  years 
since  his  Majesty's  accession ;  because  the 
large  quantities  of  Flemish  and  Dutch 
brandies,  that  were  then  imported,  were 
not  an  brought  hither  to  be  consumed 
within  that  year,  there  having  been  in  that 
year  no  greater  consumption,  I  believe,  of 
such  liquors  than  in  former  years.    No, 
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Sir,  they  were  imported,  in  order  to  avoid 
paying  that  high  du^  which  was  soon 
after  to  take  place,  ana  were  to  be  lodged 
here  as  a  stock  in  hand,  in  order  to  supply 
the  consumption  for  several  years  then  to 
come,  therefore  we  must  suppose  that  that 
stock,  which  was  then  thrown  in  uponcis, 
has  lessened  the  importation  of  such 
liquors,  and  consequently  the  produce  of 
the  duties  upon  them  ever  since ;  so  that 
to  exclude  tnat  increase  from  our  present 
computation,  would  be  doing  a  manifest 
injury  to  his  Majesty,  because  it  would  be 
taking  from  him  the  advantage  which  ap- 
pears upon  one  side  of  the  accouAt,  witli' 
out  maldng  any  allowance  for  the  loss, 
with  whidi  that  advantage  is  balanced 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  account. 

From  these  considerations.  Sir,  I  am 
convinced  that  70,000/.  is  the  least  sum  the 
crown  can  lose,  by  taking  from  the  Civil 
List  that  share  it  formerly  had  of  the  duties 
on  Spirituous  Liquors;  therefore  I  shall 
fhe  my  negative  to  the  present  Question, 
m  order  that  the  question  mav  be  next 
put  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  this  clause 
with  the  sum  of  70,000/.  to  which  1  sliall 
most  heartily  give  my  affirmative. 

To  this  it  was  rejjlied  by  the  Members 
who  were  for  granting  only  43,000/.  for 
the  said  Deficiency,  as  follows : 

Sir;  Though  the  proper  question  now 
before  us  be  not,  whether  the  civil  list  may 
be  a  loser  or  a  gainer  by  diminishing  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors,  yet  we 
find  from  what  has  been  said  on  both 
sides,  that  it  is  impossible  to  argue  upon 
the  present  question,  without  touching  a 
little  what  belongs  to  the  other ;  and  when 
we  do  come  to  the  other,  1  hope  to  make 
it  as  plain  as  figures  can  make  it,  that 
without  any  allowance  from  the  aggregate 
frmd,  as  is  proposed  by  this  clause^  the  civil 
list  will  be  a  gainer  by  the  diminution,  or 
rather  prohibition  of  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  by  retail.  But  in  considering  this 
question  we  ought  to  distinguish  most  ac-> 
curately  what  the  gentlemen  of  the  other 
side  seem  most  industriously  to  confound : 
we  ought  to  distinguish  between  this  Ques- 
tion, Whether  the  civil  list  will  be  a  loser 
by  taking  from  it  the  share  it  formerly  had 
in  the  duties  upon  spirituous  liquors? 
And  the  other  question.  Whether  the  civil 
list,  will,  upon  the  whole, be  a  loser  by  dimi- 
nishing the  consumption  of  spirituous  li- 
quors ? 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these  ques- 
tions. Sir,  it  is  what  we  have  nothing  to 
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do  with;  for  no  mui  eirer  ^tAitofl,  but 
that  the  civil  lift  will4>e  a  loaer  by  takinf 
from  it  that  Ante  of  the  duties  on  ^in- 
tuous  liquors,  w&ich  formerly  belonged  to 
it.  But  with  regard  to  the  other  quesdoiiy 
If  the  loss  the  civil  list  mi^  sustain  by 
diminirfiing  the  consumption  of  spirituoiis 
^Hooon,  or.  even  by  taking  from  it  uie  share 
it  nad  fonnerly  m  the  duties  upon  such 
liquors,  if  this  loss,  I  say,  be  made  good  to 
the  civil  list,  by  the  increase  that  wiff  diere- 
by  be  occasioned  in  its  share  of  the  duties 
upon  beer  and  ale  and  all  other  sorts  of 
•liquors,  we  are  iiben  bound,  either  in  jus- 
•tice  or  honour,  to  make  that  loss  a  second 
txme  good  to  the  civil  list,  out  of  that  fund 
^hich  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  to  the  relief  of  our  people 
from  the  heavy  taxes  they  groan  under? 
I  say,  No,  Sir;  both  honour  and  justice 
are,  in  my  opinion,  staked  upon  the  odier 
side  of  the  question,  and  I  hope  this 
House  will  always  be  upon  that  side,  where 
they  are  at  stake. 

It  is  true,  Sir,  that  by  the  present  esta* 
blishment  of  the  civil-list  there  are  a  great 
many  duties  appropriated  towards  the  rais- 
ing of  that  revenue,  with  the  proviso,  that 
if  they  do  not  produce  800,000/.  yearly,  if 
there  lu^pens  a  deficiency,  we  are  to  laake 
it  good ;  but  if  there  happens  an  increase 
or  surplus,  the  whole  shall  belong  to  his 
Malesty.  This,  I  grant,  is  the  present  es« 
tablishment  of  that  revenue,  but  this  da3r*s 
debate  shews  us  the  inconvenience  of 
making  such  ^tablishments ;  and  I  am 
▼ery  sure,  that  neither  his  Majestjr  nor  the 
parliament  ever  thought,  or  ever  intended 
that  any  of  those  surplusses  should  be  in- 
creased by  any  thing  that  mi^  tend  to 
the  destruction  of  i&  people  m  general; 
nor  was  it  ever  intended  that  &e  par- 
liament should  not  have  it  in  its  power 
to  prevent,  or  to  put  a  stop  to  a  perni- 
cious consumption,  without  making  good 
to  the  civil  list  the  surj^lus  that  had 
arisen  from  that  very  pernicious  consump- 
tion. It  may  as  weU  be  pretended,  that  if 
the  plague  snould  spread  itsdf  over  Spain 
and  Portogal,  we  could  not  prohibit  com- 
merce with  them,  or  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  their  wines,  without  making  good  to 
the  civil  list  its  share  in  the  duties  upon 
those  wines,  at  a  medium  to  be  computed 
for  eight  years  past:  whereas  in  such  a 
case,  I  believe,  it  will  be  granted,  that  the 
highest  obh'gation  we  could  lie  under, 
would  be  to  mak^  the  civil  list  good 
800,(XXW.  a  year,  in  case  the  produce  of 
the  other  duties  appropriatea  for  that 
purpose  should  fall  short  of  that  sum. 


But,  Sir,  the  case  new  under  our  csb- 
sideration  stands  in  a  much  stronger  light; 
for  if  all  the  duties  apprspiialed  to  the 
civtV  list  now  produce  a  milHon  flteilhi| 
yearly,  die  r^ulation  we  are  to  wekd^ 
though  it  may  intireljrtdke  away  one  branch 
of  that  revenue,  or  very  much  dimmish^ 
yet  it  will  increase  some  of  the  othen  m 
mudi,  that  altogether  they  will  still  pie- 
duceatleast  a  million  yearly;  andtbea^ 
most  that  can  be  pretended  is,  that  tin 
parliament  shall  not  by  any  new  vegohrtisa 
diminish  the  general  promce,  or  geneisl 
surplus  of  the  civil  list  revenue,  as-hBtsadi 
at  present,  or  may  stand  at  any  Matt 
period  of  time.  Nay,  even  with  respect  lo 
this  general  produce  of  the  whole  datiei 
appropriirt^d  to  the  civil  list,  we  ought  to 
distingui^  between  those  regulatioiiB, 
which  may  proceed  from  accidentu  milfo^ 
tunes  or  the  nature  of  things,  and  thoie 
ff^ulations  vrhich  may  proceed  nenly 
from  the  wOl  and  authority  of  pariismeat; 
because  his  Majesty's  unaccountable' ri^t 
to  this  general  produce  must  remain  rab- 
ject  to  the  former,  though  )>erhaps  not  to 
the  latter :  if  the  pariiament  should  dii- 
charge  or  give  up  an^  of  the  duties  no# 
appropriated  to  the  chnl  list,  or  Bspfh  Aem 
to  some  other  use,  it  might  perhaps  be  laid 
that  we  should  be  obliged  to  make  the  lo« 
good  to  his  Majesty,  even  thou|;h  itsfacokl 
be  made  appear,  that  the  remaining  duties 
would  produce  more  than  800,000^  a  jear: 
this,  I  say,  might  be  said,  tfam^  I  am  fitr 
from  thinking  so;  but  if  a  war,  or  a  plague, 
or  any  such  misfortune  should  oUige  us  to 
make  a  regulation,  by  which  the  produce 
of  any  one  of  the  duties  now  appropriated 
to  the  civil  list  should  be  intireiy  aonihi- 
lated  or  very  much  diminished,  I  am  sure  it 
could  not  be  said,  that  we  should  be 
obliged  to  make  the  loss  ^ood  to  the  civB 
list,  as  long  as  the  remaming  duties  pith 
duted  the  full  sum  of  800,00M.  a  year; 
and  the  reason  is  plain,  because  this  was  a 
misfortune  incident  to  the  duty  uto 
'granted,and  therefore  thegrantof&at  duty 
must  still  remain  liable  to  this  misfortune. 

Now,  Sir,  in  the  present  case,  if  instead 
of  the  high  duties  by  this  Bill  proposed,  we 
had  made  a  severe  lawagainst  drunfcenDe«» 
and-  had  inflicted  high  penalties  i]qpon  aH 
those  who  should  have  got  drunk,  or  should 
have  allowed  any  person  to  get  drunk  in  anj 
of  their  houses,  after  Michaelmas  next; 
and  had  by  such  means  put  an  efkctoi 
stop  to  that  pernicious  practice  of  drinkfeg 
to  excess,  would  not  such  a  salutaiy  law 
have  much  diminished  the  produceirf^RM'^ 
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of  thase'  duties  s^ipropnated  to  the  ciTil 
Yvl^l  la  which  case  I  wmild  cladiy  ask  the 
gentlemen  of  the  other  side  of  thequestion, 
if  tbejft  wovildy  or  could  with  any  reason 
hne^  inaisted,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
make  the  ioas  good  to  his  Majesty,  even 
tboi:^h  the  remaining  produce  should  still 
have  amoimted  to  above  SOO^OOO^.  a  year  ? 
and  agfun  I  would  ask  thon^  wherein  the 
diSexenee  lies  between  a  law  for  prohi* 
bitsDgi  drunkenness,  and  a  law  for  laying 
such,  hi^  duties  upon  liquors,  as  to  pre- 
vent its  being  in  the  power  of  most  men  to 
pUTchase  a  quantity  sufficient  for  making 
tliemdnmk. 

I  jhail  agree  with  the  honouraUe  gentle- 
man^ Sir,  that  if  I  surrender  a  part  of  my 
estate  to  my  neighbour  for  his  conveniency, 
it-is  most  reasonable  he  should  make  good 
to  me  the  damase  I  may  sustain  by  such 
rarriender:  but  how  is  this  applicable  to 
the  present  case  ?  We  do  not  desire  any 
sttrrender,  we  desire  that  the  duties  may 
stsod' appropriated  as  they  are  at  present ; 
and  we  insist  upon  it,  that  no  damage  can 
happen  to  his  Majesty  by  what  we  pro- 
poses it  is  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  side 
of  the  questicm  who  insist  upon  making  a 
surrender,  and  though  they  know  they  can 
sustain  no  damage  by  that  surrender,  yet 
they  insist  upon  our  paying  them  what 
price  they  please  to  set  upon  it  We  have 
indeed  given  a  lottery  ticket,  and  I  believe 
that  ticket  has  proved  to  be  a  benefit  ticket: 
we  do  not  desire  to  take  away  any  part  of 
that  benefit;  butwe  find,  that  thevery  fund 
from  which  XhdX  benefit  is  to  arise,  is  in 
danger ;  and  we  only  desire,  that  those  to 
whom  we  gave  this  benefit  ticket  would  join 
with  us  in  measures  for  preserving  that 
fundi  this  is  but  reasonable ;  and  since 
this  can  no  way  diminish  the  benefit  they 
are  entitled  to,  it  is  not  reasonable  they 
should  insist  upon  our  giving  them  another 
benefit  ticket  for  joining  with  us  in  a 
measure,  which  appears  to  be  necessary  for 
our   mutual   preservation* 

From  what  1  have  said.  Sir,!  think  it  is 
evident,  that  although  the  Civil  List  were 
tosuffisr  by  diminishing  the  consumption 
of  spirituous  liquors,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
nttd&e  good  the  loss ;  but  as  the  bl^  in 
tbe  clause  now  before  us  must  be  filled  up 
with  some  one  sum  or  another,  I  shall 
now  consider  what  has.  been  said  with  re- 
qHdct  to  the  metliod  of  calculating  the  sum 
with, which  tluit  blank  is  to  be  filled  up ; 
md  aanpon  the  present  occasion  the  esta^ 
bUahmaoit  of  the  civil  list  has  been  r^re- 
innfrd  tanaaa  a  grant  from,  the  pa^iamott 


to  the  croiih:i^.whidi  ought  not  to  be  touch- 
ed or  in  the  least  diminished,  even  for  the 
safety  akkl  preservation  (^  the  people,  I 
must  take"  notice  of  one  rule  observed  by 
all  courts  of  equity  in  the  world,  and  that 
is,  to  explain  the  doubtful  ^leaning.of  a 
grant,  by  that  whidi  may  be  presumed  to 
have  been  the  meaning  of  the  grantor  at 
the  time  the  grant  was  made.  Suppose 
then.  Sir,  we  had  had  .at  that  time  a  pro-* 
ph^t  amongst  us,  and  that  prophet  haa  in- 
formed die  parliament;  that  in  a  few  years 
afler,  the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors  would 
increase  considerabfy,  and  that  our  people 
would. be^in  to  drink  so  excessively  of  such 
liquors,  Uiat  for  the  preservation  of  the 
people  it  would  become  necessary  to  put 
a  stop  to  that  excess :  suppose,  that  upon 
such  information  a  question  had  arisen  in 
that  Parliament,  for  obliging  any  future 
parliament  that  might  find  it  necessary  to 
put  a  stop  to  that  excess,  to  make  good  to 
the  civil  list  its  share  in  those  duties  accord- 
ing to  the  value  it  should  arise  to  by  thc^ 
excess,  and  according  to  a  computation  to 
be  made  at  the  very  time  when  that  excess 
was  to  be  at  its  highest  pitch.  Can  we 
imagine  that  sudi  a  question  would  have 
met  with  any  reception  in  that  parlia^ 
ment,  or  in  any  parliament?  And  if 
we  cannot  suppose  it  would,  can  we  pre- 
sume, that  tut  parliament  meant  or  in- 
tended to  give  has  Majesty  sudi  an  inde^ 
lible  right  to  the  increase,  that  might  hap- 
pen by  the  extravagance  of  the  people  in 
any  of  those  duties  uen  appropriated  to  the 
civil  list,  thiat  it  should  not  be  in  the  power 
of  any  future  parliament  to  put  astop  to 
the  extravagance  of  the  pe<^le,  without 
making  good  to  his  Majesty's  civil  list 
the  increase  that  had  arisen  by  that  extras 
vagance?  \.^ 

To  illustrate  thrs  matter  srill  a  little 
more  dearly,  suppose.  Sir,  that  parliament 
which  established  the  dvll  list  had  laid  a 
duty  upon  Laudanum,  and  hadappropriated 
that  duty  to  the  civil  list :  suj^ose  that  in 
a  few  years  ailer,  the  use  of  Laudanum 
should  have  become  more  general  and 
more  excessive  in  this  nation  than  ever  it 
was  in  Turkey,  insomuch  that  multitudes 
of  our  people  should  have  been  every  day 
found  m  the  streets  murdered  by  the  ex- 
cessive use  of  that'  poison ;  and  that  by 
this  general  and  excessive  consumption  the 
duties  upon  it'  should  have  occasioned  a 
vaUt  increase  in  his  Majesty's  civil  list  re- 
venue, will  any  gentl^nan  pretend,  that 
the  parliament  could  not  make  any  re 
lation  fov  preventmg  the  abuse  '^^  ' 
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poison^  without  making  good  to  his  Majes- 
ty the  increase  in  the  civu  list  revenue,  that 
had  been  occasioned  by  that  abuse  ?  is  not 
this  the  very  case  with  respect  to  ^i- 
rituous  liquors  ?  therefore  I  am  surprised 
to  hear  it  said,  that  we  cannot  put  a  stop 
tOy  or  prevent  the  abuse  of  such  b- 
quors,  without  making  good  to  his  Ma- 
jesty the  increase  in  the  Civil  List  re- 
venue that  has  been  occasioned  by  that 
very  abuse  ? 

Thusy  Sir,  I  think  I  have  fully  shewn 
what  could  not  be  the  meaning  or  inten- 
tion ofthe  P^liamenty  when  they  granted 
to  his  Majesty  the  whole  produce  of  those 
duties  they  appropriated  to  the  Civil  List ; 
but  now  let  us  inquire  a  little  what  may  be 
presumed  to  have  been  their  intention: 
for  my  own  part,  I  believe  the  only  mean- 
ing or  intention  they  had,  was  a  good  na- 
tured  one,  to  give  his  Majestv's  ministers 
a  little  more  latitude  in  the  disposal  of  the. 
civil  list  revenue,  and  to  prevent  their  being 
put  to  the  trouble  of  layme  the  accounts  w 
that  revenue  yearly  before  parliament 
But  suppose  they  meant  to  grant  his  Ma- 
jesty a  right  to  the  whole  prcKLuce  of  those 
duties,  as  it  then  stood  according  to  the 
calculations  they  had  made,  which  is  the 
utmost  that  can  be  supposed  they  meant; 
upon  this  supposition,  in  order  to  know 
what  his  Majesty  has  a  right  to  by  that 
g^t,  we  must  examine  into  the  calcula- 
tions they  may  have  been  supposed  to  have 
made  for  ascertaining,  or  at  least  guessing 
at,  the  value  of  what  they  were  about  to 
grant.  In  this  case  we  are  told,  that  as 
uiey  were  considering  what  duties  would 
be  sufficient  to  raise  a  future  revenue,  they 
could  have  under  their  consideration  only 
a  future  produce.  I  am  sorry.  Sir,  to  hear 
such  a  manner  of  arguing  in  a  matter  of 
such  consequence :  for  the  raising  of  a  fu- 
ture revenue  to  be  sure  a  future  produce 
must  be  Applied,  but  when  people  are 
considering  and  calculating  what  the 
amount  of  that  future  produce  may  be,  and 
whether  it  will  be  sumdent  to  raise  such 
a  future  revenue,  surely  their  calculations 
must  be  founded  upon  their  experience  of 
what  is  past,  or  upon  their  knowledge  of 
what  is  then  present  :  if  it  is  a  new  dut^, 
they  found  tneir  calculations  on  what  is 
then  simposed  to  be  the  quantity  or  the 
value  of^Uie  goods,  made  liable  to  that  new 
duty ;  and  if  it  is  an  old  duty,  they  always 
consider  the  produce  of  that  duty  for  such 
a  number  of  yearn  past,  and  from  thence 
calculate  what  it  may  produce  in  time  to 
come ;  therefore  we  cannot  suppose  that 


the  paritamait  which  established  die  dvil 
list,  granted,  or  intended  to  grant,  any 
more  than  a  share  of  the  pro&ce  ii  m 
duties  upon  Spirituous  liquors,  at  a  me- 
dium calculated  for  seven  or  ei^ityean 
bef<M^  his  Majesty's  accession ;  and  for 
this  reason  Biy>posing  that  we  are  oUigedto 
make  that  grant  ^ood  to  his  Majesty,  whidi 
I  am  &r  from  thmkinff,  the  sum  we  are  now 
to  give  to  the  civil  list  for  making  that 
mnt  good,  ought  to  be  tak^i  from  a  ne- 
dium  calculated  for  seven  or  eight  yean  be* 
fore  his  M^esty's  accession,  and  not  from  a 
medium  since  his  Majesty's  accessum, 
which  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
ve^  abuse  we  are  now  about  to  rectify. 

It  has  likewise  been  said.  Sir,  that  it 
seems  a  little  odd,  for  gentlemen  to  pro- 
pose putting  a  value  upon  the  loss  his  Ma- 
jesty may  sustain  by  taking  from  him  a  re- 
venue which  he  has  enjoyed,  by  computiBg 
the  produce  of  a  revenue  he  never  en- 
joyecL  Surely  every  gentleman  must  lee 
the  fallacy  of  this  argument :  We  do  not 
desire  to  take  ,any  revenue  from  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  therefore  we  are  not  to  compote 
the  loss  he  may  sustain  by  the  taking  of 
any  revenue  from  him ;  but  if  any  re- 
venue be  taken  from  him,  the  pariiament 
we  say  is  obliged  to  make  it  good  only  ac- 
cording to  that  value  which  was  put  upon 
it  by  the  parliament  that  granted  it,  and 
not  accoraing  to  the  increa^d  value  it  may 
since  have  arisen  to,  by  an  abuse  whicn 
ought,  long  before  this  time,  to  have  been 
effectually  prevented. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  great  increase 
of  foreign  brandies  and  spirits,  that  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1738,  by  the  great  im- 
portation of  Frendi  brandies  under  the 
name  of  Flenush,  I  shaU  readily  grant 
that  they  were  not  imported  for  immediate 
consumption,  but  in  order  to  remain,  and 
be  kept  here  as  a  stock  in  hand ;  nay,  I 
must  go  farther,  I  must  suppose,  that  all  or 
most  of  them  still  remain  here  as  a  stock 
in  hand ;  I  cannot  suppose  tbaat  any  great 
quantity  of  them  has  yet  been  consumed, 
because  the  duties  upon  foreign  brandies 
have  been  as  high  in  the  year  17S4,  and 
1735,  as  they  were  in  any  two  years  be- 
fore 1733.  And  the  reason  of  this  may 
be  easily  assigned ;  for  as  the  merchants  at 
Dunkirk  were  obliged  to  make  their  im->. 
portations  in  1733,  m  a  great  hurry,  tbef 
had  not  time  to  send  to  NanU  and  other 
places  of  France  for  old  brandies,  thm- 
fore  they  run  in  upon  us  all  the  newbrandiei 
they  had  in  their  cellars  at  Dunkkk;  but 
as  these  new  brandies  could  not  be  fit  t^ 
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be.  drank  in  the  year  1784,  or  1785,  our 
consunij^tionfor  the  two  years  was  supplied 
bv  new  unportations  of  old  brandies  from 
Irance :  From  whence  we  must  reckon, 
that  the  great  importatioh  in  the  year 
173S  has  no  ways  lessened  the  duties  upon 
foreign  brandies  or  spirits  for  these  last 
two  years,  but  may  very  probably  do  so 
for  two  or  three  years  to  come ;  and  there- 
fore we  must  grant,  that  to  include  the  in- 
crease of  those  duties  in  the  year  17SS  in 
our  present  c<Hnputation,  i»  reckoning  all 
the  advantage,  which  happened  by  that 
casual  importation,  to  the  account  of  the 
civil  list,  in  order  to  bring  a  double  loss 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund;  for  that  sacred 
fund  is  to  be  chamd  with  near  4,000/.  a 
year,  during  his  Majesty's  life,  moVe  than 
It  would  have  been  charged  with,  if  no 
such  extraordinary  importation  had  ever 
happened ;  and  by  that  extraordinanr  im- 
portation, and  the  decrease  in  the  duties 
on  foreign  brandies,  which  must  thereby 
be  occasioned  for  several  years  to  come, 
that  fund  to  which  those  duties  are  now  to 
be  appropriated  must  lose  a  very  consi- 
derable sum. 

Then  the  question  being  put  for  filling 
up  the  Blank  with  the  sum  of  43,000/.  it 
was  upon  a  division  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  21 1  to  109 ;  and  then  the  question  being 
put  for  filling  up  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  70,000/.  It  was  carriedin  the  affirmative 
without  a  division. 

April  14.  The  Amendments  made  by 
the  Committee  to  the  Bill  relating  to 
Spirituous  Liquors  were  reported  to  the 
House,  and  read  a  first  time,  after  which 
most  of  them  were  agreed  toby  the  House, 
without  any  debate ;  but  upon  reading  the 
Clause  for  giving  70,000/.  to  the  Civil  List, 
a  proposition  was  niad^  for  altering  that 
Clause,  and  for  settling  it  in  such  a  manner, 
that  if  the  whole  hereditary  and  temporary 
excise  should,  in  any  one  year  after  that 
time,  &11  short  of  what  it  had  produced 
upon  a  medium  to  be  computed  from  his 
Majesty's  accession  to  that  time,  that  de- 
ficiency should  be  made  good  b^  the  very 
nex^  session  of  parliament.  This  occa- 
sioned a  fresh  debate,  in  which  the  argu- 
ments for  the  above  proposition  and  against 
that  Clause,  were  as  follow :  ^ 

Sir;  By  the  Clause  as  it  stands  at  pre- 
sent, we  are  to  make  a  new  grant  to  the 
civil  list  of  70,000/.  a  year  during  his  Ma- 
je8t3r's  life :  Now  there  can  be  but  two 
reasons  for  our  making  this  new  grant :  It 
must  be  either,  because  we  suppose  tliat 
Ibe  present  amount  of  the  civil  list  re- 


venue win  be  diminished  in  a  sum  equd 
to  70,000/.  a  year,  by  the  regulation  we 
are  about  to  make ;  or  it  must  be  because 
we  suppose  that  the  present  amount  of 
the  civil  list  revenue,  is  not  sufficient  f6r 
supporting  his  Majesty's  household  and 
family,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  to 
grant  an  addition  of  70,000/.  a  year  to  that 
revenue.  These  are  the  only  two  reasons 
that  can  be  assigned,  and  if  both  of  them 
appear  to  be  without  any  foundation,  we 
cannot  surely  agree  to  this  clause  as  it  now 
stands. 

To  supnose  that  the  present  amount  of 
the  Civil  List  revenue,  will  be  diminished 
in  a  sum  equal  to  70,000/.  by  the  regula- 
tion we  are  about  to  make,  is  contrary  to 
fact  and  contrary  to  exjperience :  for  sup- 
posing the  Civil  List's  snare  in  the  duties 
on  spirituous  liquors,  upon  a  just  computa- 
tion, does  amount  to  70,000/.  yearly,  yet 
we  may  be  convinced  by  experience,  tnat 
the  consumption  of  beer  and  ale  will  al- 
ways increase  in  proportion  as  the  con- 
sumption of  spirituous  liquors  decreases ; 
and  as  the  Civil  List  has  a  much  greater 
share  of  the  duties  on  beer  and  ale, 
than  it  has  of  the  duties  on  spirituous  li- 
quors, it  is,  in  my  opinion,  certain,  that 
the  Civil  List  will  get  an  increase  of 
more  than  70,000/1  a  year  by  that  in- 
crease in  the  duties  upon  beer  and  ale, 
which  will  be  occasioned  by  the  regula- 
tion proposed  by  this  Bill. 

To  confirm  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  let  us 
look  into  the  accounts  that  are  upon  our 
table,  and  from  them  we  shall  find,  that  the 
amount  of  the  duties  upon  beer  and  ale 
has  as  constantly  and  regularly  decreased, 
as  the  amount  of  the  duties  upon  spirituous 
liquors  has  increased  for  these  several 
years  backwards.  In  the  year  ending  at 
Midsummer  1725,  the  excise  on  beer  and 
ale  produced  1,094,953/.  in  the  same  year 
the  duties  on  home-made  spirits  produced 
but  88,622^.  From  that  time  to  ^  idsum- 
mer  1729,  half  a  year  before  the  late  gin- 
act  took  place,  the  duties  on  home-made 
spirits  gradually  increased,  and  according- 
ly the  excise  on  beer  and  ale  gradually  de- 
creased, so  that  in  the  year  ending  at  Mid- 
summer 1729,  the  former  produced 
104,373/.  whereas  the  latter  produced  but 
963,763/.  which  was  131,190/.  less  than  it 
produced  in  the  year  ending^  at  Midsum'^ 
mer  1725. 

In  the  year  1729,  the  late  famous  act 
against  Geneva,  and  other  compound  spi- 
rits, was  passect ;  and  though  that  act  was 
evaded  by  the  sale  of  a  new  sort   of 
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S'rit  called  «  Parliament-Brandy/ yet,  in- 
^tual  as  it  was,  it  diminished  a  little  the 
consumption  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  con* 
sequently  the  produce  of  the  duties  on 
such  liquors  ;  so  that  in  the  year  ending 
a(  Midsummer  1732,  they  produced  but 
100,025^  which  was  4>,348l  le^.than  they 
produced  i^  1729.  But  as  to  the  excise 
ppon  beer  and  ale,  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? A&  soon  as  that  act  pa^ed,  that 
excise  began  to  increase,  so  that  in  the 
year  ended  at  Midsummer  17S2,  it  pro- 
duced 1,071,240/.  which  is  107,477/.  more 
than  it  produced  in  1729* 

Again,  Sir,  upon  the  rq)eal  of  the  late 
gin-act,  the  consumption  of  spirituous  li- 

2uors  began  to  increase,  and  consequently 
[le  produce  of  the  duties  on  such  liquors, 
80  that  in  the  year  ended  at  Midsummer 
last  they  produced  154,094>/.  apd  the  con- 
sequence with  respect  to  the  excise  on 
beer  and  ale  we  find  to  be  the  same ;  for  in 
the  year  ended  at  Midsummer  last,  it  pro- 
duced but  1,021,370/.  which  is  49,870/. 
less  than  it  produced  in  1732.  From  all 
which.  Sir,  1  think  it  is  as  plain  as  figures 
can  make  it,  that  the  consumption  ofbeer 
and  ale  has  hitherto  alwa}n}  decreased  or 
increased,  as  the  consumption  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  has*  increased  or  decreased ; 
and  as  tliat  has  been  the  case  in  all  time 
past,  we  must  suppose  it  will  be  the  case 
ui  all  time  to  come. 

This,  then,  being  laid  down  as  a  maxim 
confirmed  by  experience,  let  us  consider 
how  ereatly,  I  may  almost  say  how  entire- 
ly«  the  consumption,  not  only  of  home- 
made spirits,  but  of  all  spirits,  will  be  di- 
minished by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  and 
wnat  an  increase  that  will  make  in  the 
consumption  of  beer  and  ale ;  but  that  ( 
may  not  be  accused  of  aiiy  extravagant 
calculations,  I  shall  suppo^  that  the  con- 
sumption of  spirituous  liquors  may  here- 
after be  but  one  third  less  than  it  was  be- 
fore ;  the  natural  inference  Aoni  thence  i^, 
that  the  consumption  ci  beer  and  ale  will 
be  one  third  more  than  it  was,  and  conse- 
quently that  the  excise  on  beer  and  ale 
will,  firom  the  time  this  bill  takes  place, 
produce  about  one  third  more  yearly,  than 
It  produced  in  the  year  eQde,d  at  Midsum- 
mer last,  which  is  340,456/.  I  shall  far- 
ther suppose,  that  upon  the  consumption 
of  spirituous  liquors  growing  less  by  one 
third,  the  consumption  of  beer  and  ale 
should  increase  but  on^  sixth  more  than  it 
was  before ;  even  by  this  supposition  the;^e 
mjust  be  a  yearly  increase  in  the  excise  on 
beer  aod  alo^  of  ose  siiLth  mpre  thim  it 


Eoduced  in  the  year  ended  at  Midaaminer 
)t,  which  ia  170,228/.  yearly;  and  as 
very  near  one  half  of  the  excise  on  beer 
and  ale,  stands  appropriated  to  the  Civil' 
List,  consequently  one  half  oi  this  increase 
in  the  exciseonbeer  and  ale^  being  85,1 14iL 
yearly,  must  accnieto  theCivilList,  which 
IS  15,1  l4eL  a  year  more  than  it  can  be  sup- 
posed to  lose,  by  taking  from  it  the  share 
It  formerly  I^  in  the  duties  on  spiritooiia 
liquors. 

From  these  calculati^ms.  Sir,  which  are 
all  taken  from  accounts  lying  upon  your 
table,  I  think  it  is  evident,  even  to  a  de- 
monstration, that  the  present  amount  of 
the  Civil  List  revenue  will  not  be  diminitb- 
ed :  but  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  be  u 
gfuner  at  least  15>M4/.  by  the  regiilation 
we  are  Aoyf  about  to  make.  I  know  it  may. 
be  said,  that  these  calculations  are  founded 
upon  faots  which  are  in  their  nature  un* 
certain :  and  that,  though  they  have  for- 
merly  fallen  out  in  the  manner  I  have  re^ 
presented,  we  cannot  be  sure  of  their  fill- 
ing out  in  the  same  manner  hereafter ;  yet 
I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  there  is  a  strong 
probability  of  their  falling  out  in  the  same 
manner  hereafter,  as  they  have  done  here- 
tofore :  the  same  causes  generally  prod^M^ 
the  same  effects ;  and  umess  we  have  real- 
ly a  mind  to  grant  a  new  additional  reve- 
nue to  the  CivU  List,  this  probability  ought 
to  be  a.  prevailing  ai^ument  witn  us,  at 
least,  to  agree  to  the  proposition  nowmade ; 
for  though  it  has  been  insinuated^  tbat  the 
Parliament  may  hereafter  call  for  an  aid- 
count,  and  dispose  of  the  mcrease  that  may 
arise  m  the  excise  on  beer  and  ale,  we 
know,  and  the  case  now  in  hand  may  con- 
vince us,  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  Faiiia- 
ment  to  reassume  any  revenue,  oc  any  part 
of  any  revenue,  that  has  been  once  grant- 
ed to,  and  estaUished  as  a  part  of  the 
Civil-List.  If  it  should  hereafter  i^pear^ 
XhsX  the  Civil-List  has  got  100,000/.  a  year, 
pr  perhaps  200,000/.  a  year,  which  may 
pr<M)nbly  be  the  case,  by  the  increase  of 
the  excise  on  beer  and  ale,  occasioned  hy 
this  Bill,  I  am  very  certain,  if  we  a^rcft  ^ 
this  clause  as  it  now  stands,  the  FarbaoMBt 
will  never  be  able  to  lay  liold  of  any  part 
of  that  increase,  in  order  to  ^pply  it  to  the 
aggregate  fund,  for  maidng  good,  the 
70,000/.  a  year,  to  be  taken  from  that  fund 
by  this  clause ;  nay,  I  question  mvch  if 
any  future  Pacliamwat  will  be  able  to  reas* 
sume  that  70,000/.  a  year,  or  to  diaehitgt 
the  aggregate  fund  from  the  futiue  pav* 
ment  of  it,  though  it  should  then  be  mane 
appear^  that  the  excise  had  acAusBy  in- 
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creased,  fig'jMnly  tfs  I  hftye  now  madt  ft 
appear,  that  it  probably  will. 

Thw  difficnihy,  Sir,  may  be  printed 
"by  our  agreeing  to  ihe  proportion  now 
made  to  us;  andby  our  settling  the  clause 
in  the  manner  propoised,  the  cnril  list  may 
be  a  gainer,  but  it  is  impossible  it  can  be  \ 
a  loser,  even  with  respect  to  the  surplus  it 
may  nave  harelEibOve  800,000/.  a  year; 
in^iich  surplus,  we  have  been  told,  the 
•4*ivil  list  has  as  good  a  right  to,  as  it  has  to 
axiy  part  •£  the  B00,000/.  a  year:  but  I 
widely  differ  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  told  us  so  (Sir  Robert  W^pole) 
"^r  if  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  ciru 
list  now  produce  a  million  yearly,  and 
those  duties  should  by  any  accident  pro- 
duce hereafter  but  850,000/.  yearly,  the 
parliament,  according  to  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  die  ci^  hst,  would  not  be 
obliged  to  make  good  so  much  as  one  shil- 
ling of  that  decrease ;  whereas  if  they 
should  hereafter  produce  but  750,000?. 
jrearly,  or  any  sum  less  than  800,000/. 
the  parliament  stands  obliged  to  mcdce  good 
whatever  they  may  produce  yearly  less 
than  that  800,000/.  so  that  there  is  at  least 
this  diference  between  the  800,000/  esta- 
blishihent,  and  the  200,000/.  surplus,  that 
the  parliament  now  stands  obligea  to  make 
gooa  the  800,000/.  establishment,  but  does 
not  now  stand  obliged  to  make  good  one 
shilling  of  the  200,000/.  surplus ;  there- 
fore it  can  by  no  means  at  present  be  said, 
that  the  Civil  List  has  as  good  a  right  to 
the  surplus,  as  it  has  to  the  establishment : 
but,  Sir,  if  we  agree  to' the  proposition  now 
made,  the  Civil  List  will  then  really  have 
as  good  a  right  to  the  present  surplus, 
whatever  it  may  be,  as  it  nas  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  800,000/.  yearly ;  for  which 
reason,  if  this  proposition  be  not  agreed 
to,  I  must  conclude,  that  the  70,00(3.  iqp- 
propriated  to  the  Civil  List  by  liie  dause 
as  it  stands  at  present,  is  designed  as  a  new 
additional  revenue  to  the  civil  list,  and  not 
asa  compensationfor  the  loss  itmay sustain 
by  the  regulation  we  are  about  to  make. 

This,  Sir,  leads  me  naturally  to  the  next 
and  the  only  other  reason  that  can  be  as- 
signed or  supposed,  for  our  a^eeing  to 
the  clause  as  it  now  stands,  which  is,  be- 
cause we  suppose,  that  the  present  amount 
of  the  civil  list  revenue  is  not  sufficient  for 
supporting  his  Majesty's  houshold  and  fa- 
mily, and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  grant 
an  addition  of  70,000/.  a  year  to  that  re- 
venue, during  his  Majesty's  life  at  least, 
but  I  may  say  in  all  time  to  come;  for  I 
do  not  find  an  instance,  where  less  has 
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li^h  grtOiM  to  tt  succeslfOF,  lOftm  Itai 
been  fonncirly  enjoy^  byliis  ancdMior. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  reasdn,  whatever 
the  gedtlemen,  who  kre  iitimediatehr  con- 
cetoefA.  in  the  dispoiial  lif  the  dvil  het  re* 
venue,  tbOf  suppose,  I  em  very  c^rtldn  h& 
Majes^^oto'not suppose  any  such  thing; 
because,  if  he  hlid,  he'woidd  Certainly  have 
i^onnmmiiiated'&e'sameto  his  pariiament 
eitherby'a  q>eechfh>hi  the  throne,  or  b^ 
a  solemn  message,  and  would  liave  desired 
mtch  an  addition,  as  he  thought  necessary. 
There  is  no  otiicft  way  by  mddi  his  Ma- 
jesty ca!n  comthUnicatb  any  such  want  to 
his  parliament ;  and  until  he  does  it  in  this 
manner,  no  gentleman  as  a  member  of  thm 
House,  can  suppose,  nay,  as  a  trustee  for 
the  people  he  is  bound  not  to  suppose, 
thatt  nis  Maje6tv  stands  in  need  of  any  ad- 
dition to  \m  civil  list  revenue,  or  to  anjr 
oth^  tevenue.  This  therefore  can  be  no 
reason  for  us,  as  members  of  this  House, 
to  agree  to  the  clause  as  it  stands  now  be- 
fore ts ;  and  I  hope  this  House  will  never, 
without  very  strong  and  public  reasons, 
take  such  a  large  sum  of  money  from  that 
fund  which  is  apppropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  our  debts,  and  for  freeing  the 
people  from  that  heavy  load  of  taxes  they 
now  groan  under. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Courtierfe 
as  follows: 

Sir ;  The  question  now  before  us,  haa 
been  already  so  fully  debated,  and  set  hi 
so  clear  a  light,  that  f  am  surprized  to  heat 
any  new  difficulties  started.  The  true  and 
the  only  reason  for  our  agreeing  to  the 
clause  as  it  now  stands  is,  thUt  by  the  ver^ 
preceding  clause  we  are  to  take^'from  the 
civil  list,  and  appropriate  to  the  aggregate 
fund,  a  revenue,  which  upon  a  medium  smce 
his  Majesty's  accession,  has  brought  ill 
70,000/.  a  year :  this  being  the  true  state  of 
the  ewe,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  civil  list 
will  lose,  at  least,  70,000/.  a  year  by  there- 
gulation  we  are  now  about  to  make  ?  And 
as  we  are  to  talce  that  yearly  sum  from  th^ 
civil  Kst,  and  appropnate  it  to  the  aggre- 
gate fund,  is  it  not  most  just  and  reasona- 
ble, that  we  should  charge  the  ^gregate 
fimd  with  the  payment  of  that  sum  yearly 
to  the  civO  list  ?  It  is  true,  as  the  produce 
of  the  duties  upon  spltitiious  liquors  will 
certainly  be  very  tnuch  diminished  by  this 
new  regulation,  tlie  iiggregate  fiind  may 
not  perhaps  receive  s6  much  yearly  by  th6 
share  the  civil  list  formerly  had  m  th6s6 
duties ;  but  this  signifies  nothing  to  thfe 
present  question,  for  if  We  were  to  take  otf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1067]  d  GEORGE  U.  Proeeedhgi  in  the  Commons  relating  [1066 


any  of  our  taxes  now  appropriated  to  the 
civil  list)  or  to  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest growing  due  upon  any  of  our  debts^ 
we  should  be  obliged  to  charge  the  aggre- 
gate fund,  or  some  part  of  the  sinkin^und, 
with  the  deficiency  thereby  occasioned, 
though  that  fund  should  get  nothing  to  an- 
swer the  new  charge  laid  upon  it. 

But  we  are  told.  Sir,  That  if  Uie  Civil 
List  be  a  loser  by  taking  from  it  its  share 
in  the  duties  on  spurituous  liquors,  that 
loss  will  be  fully  ooade  good  by  the  in- 
crease in  excise  on  beer  and  ale,  which 
will  naturally  be  occasioned  by  the  new 
regulation  we  are  now  about  to  make.  Sir, 
whatever  increase  may  happen  hereafter 
in  the  excise  on  bder  ^d  ale,  the  Civil 
List  ha$  a  right  to  its  share  of  thatjbcrease 
without  any  new  grant  from  us,  nor  can 
we  take  that  right  from  it  without  doing  a 
manifest  injustice ;  so  that  it  appears  to  me 
a  little  extraordinary  to  say,  that  the  loss 
of  that  riffht  the  Civil  List  now  has  to  a 
share  of  uie  duties  on  spirituous  liquors, 
will  be  compensed,  or  made  ^ood,  by  ano- 
ther right  it  was  before  intitled  to,  and 
which  we  neither  could  give  nor  take  from 
it. 

But,  Sir,  to  wave  this  argument  for  the 
present,  and  to  suppose  that  a  right  which 
we  do  not  givJ,  may  be  a  compensation 
for  a  right  which  we  actually  take  away,  I 
cannot  think  it  would  be  just  in  us  to  take 
from  the  Civil  List  a  certain  revenue  of 

? 0,000/.  a  year,  and  give  nothing  in  return 
ut  an  uncertain  produce,  which  may  for 
what  we  know  be  worth  little  or  notmng ; 
ibr  even  by  the  very  calculations  that  have 
been. mentioned  of  the  other  side,  it  ^- 
pears  that  the  excise  on  beer  and^  ale  does 
not  always  increase,  or  decrease,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors 
decrease  or  increase.  In  the  vear  1729, 
the  duties  on  the  latter  produced  but 
104j,37S/.  whereas  in  the  year  1785,  they 
produced  154,094/.  from  whence  we  ought 
to  conclude,  that  the  produce  of  the  excise 
on  beer  and  ale  was  much  higher  in  the 
year  1729,  than  it  was  in  the  year  1735, 
yet  we  find  that  in  1729,  the  excise  pro- 
duced but  963,768/.  and  that  in  the  year 
ended  at  Midsummer  last,  1785,  it  pro- 
duced 1,021,870/.  which  is  SljdffjL  more 
than  it  produced  in  1729. 

This  shews.  Sir,  that  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  one, 
and  the  decrease  or  increase  of  the  other, 
does  not  always  hold;  and  in  fact  it  has 
certainly  always  been,  and  will  always  be 
so;    The  increase  or  decrease  of  the  ex- 


cise upon  beer  or  ale,  as  well  as  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  of  the  duties  on  spirito- 
ous  liquors,  depend  upon  so  many  other 
accidents,  that  tney  cannot  d^>end  entirely 
upon  one  another,  nor  can  any  man  guess 
at  the  increase  of  the  one,  from  any  know- 
ledge he  may  have  of  the  decrease  of  the 
other.  I  shall  mention  only  one  accident, 
which  was,  I  believe,  the  chief  reason  of 
the  decrease  of  the  excise  on  beer  and  ale 
in  the  year  1 729.  It  happened  in  Uiat  year, 
the  price  of  all  sorts  of  com,  especially 
malt,,  was  much  higher  than  it  was  for 
several  years  before  or  since,  and  for  this 
reason  we  may  suppose  none  of  our  brewers 
brewed  any  more  beer  or  ale  in  that  year, 
than  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
immediate  consumption ;  none  of  them 
brewed  any  large  quantity  for  staling,  as 
they  call  it ;  whereas,  in  a  year  when  the 
price  is  low,,  they  all  brew  great  quantities, 
which  they  keep  by  them  as  a  stock 
in  hand,  to  be  ready  to  answer  any 
future  demand.  This  is  more  particularly 
the  case  with  respect  to  those  sorts  of 
strong  beer  or  ale,  which  the  brewer  may 
keep  several  years  in  his  cellars,  and  is  ge- 
nerally the  better,  the  longer  it  is  kept; 
and  to  this  accident,  I  believe,  we  ought 
chiefly  to  ascribe  the  great  decrease  in  the 
excise  on  beer  and  ale  in  the  year  17^. 

Sir,  I  am  so  far  from  thinking,  that  the 
increase  or  decrease  in  the  consunmtion  of 
Heer  and  ale,  depends  upon  the  decrease 
or  increase  in  the  consumption  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  that  I  believe  they  generaDy 
increase  or  decrease  together;  it  is  not  the 
consumption  of  either  of  the  liquors,  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  nature,  which 
raises  the  excise  to  its  present  height :  It 
is  the  consumption  occasioned  by  the  de- 
bauches and  extravagancies  of  the  people, 
and  these  depend  upon  so  many  accident, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  account  for  them  b 
time  past,  or  to  guess  at  the.  consumntioD 
that  may  be  in  time  to  come.  But  I  am 
persuaded  that  nothing  will  tend  more  to 
the  rendering  our  people  sober,  frugal,  and 
industrious,  than  the  removing  out  of  their 
way  the  many  temptations  they  are  now 
exposed  to,  by  the  great  number  of  gin- 
shops,  and  other  places  for  the  retail  of 
spintuous  liquors;  for  before  a  man  be- 
comes flustered  with  beer  or  ale,  he  has 
time  to  reflect,  and  to  consider  the  man? 
misfortunes  to  which  he  exposes  himself 
and  his  family,  by  idling  away  his  time  at 
an  alehouse ;  whereas  any  spirituous  li<]uor 
in  a  moment  deprives  him  of  all  reflection, 
so  that  he  either  gets  quite  drunk  at  the 
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gin-shop,  or  runs  to  the  alehouse,  and  thore 
nniflhes  hit  debauch.  From  hence,  Sir,  I 
think  it  most  natural  to  conclude,  that  the 
bill  now  under  our  consideration,  if  passed 
into  a  law,  will  diminish  the  consumption 
of  beer  and  ale;  and  consequently  the 
produce  of  the  excise  on  those  liquors, 
as  well  as  the  consumption  of  spirituous 
liquors,  and  the  produce  of  the  duty  on 
Ihem. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  proposition  this 
day  made  to  us,  which  I  must  say  I  look  on 
at  a  very  extraordinary  one;  because  it 
would  entirely  alter  the  very  nature  of 
that  grant  of  the  Civil  List,  which  was 
made  to  his  Majesty  in  the  first  year  of 
his  reign ;  and  I  wonder  how  gentlemen 
can  propose  making  any  such  alteration 
in  tl^t  mnt  without  his  Majesty's  con- 
sent: I  uiink  they  should,  at  least,  in  de- 
cency have  ushered  it  in  with  a  motion 
for  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  to 
pray  that  he  would  give  his  consent  to 
tfaeir  making  such  an  alteration;  for  by 
the  establismnent  of  the  Civil  List  as  it 
stands  at  present,  and  as  it  was  granted  to 
1ms  Majesty  in  the  first  year  of  nis  reign, 
he  is  to  have  during- his  me  the  produce  of 
all  those  duties  then  appropriated  to  that 
revenue  without  any  account;  yet  now  it 
is  modestly  proposed,  that  he  should  firom 
henc^orth  be  obliged  to  give  an  account, 
every  year,  to  parliament  or  the  produce 
of  every  one  of  those  duties,  or  otherwise 
to  lose,  at  least,  a  part  of  the  benefit  of 
that  establishment  which  was  intended,  and 
was  then  actually  granted  to  him  by  par- 
liament. 

.  Having  thus.  Sir,  put  this  proposition 
in  a  true  light,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
cannot  come  to  any  such  resolution,  or 
a^ree  to  such  a  clause  iii  any  Bill,  without 
his  Majesty's  consent ;  and  as  I  have 
■hewn  that  there  is  no  certainty,  that  the 
civil  list  will  be  a  gainer  by  the  increase  of 
^e  excise  on  beer  and  ale ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  that  there  is  a  probability  that  it 
will  be  a  loser  by  the  decrease  of  that  ex- 
cise, I  think  there  arises  from  thence  a 
si^ient  reason  for  our  making  good  to 
his  Majesty  the  loss  he  must  sustain,  by 
taking  from  the  civil  list  its  i^are  in  tlie 
duties  mi  spirituous  liquors,  therefore  I 
shall  add  no  more,  but  declare  that  I  am 
most  heartily  for  agreeing  to  the  clause  as 
it  now  standls» 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  the  Members 
who  opposed  the  Grant  of  70,000/. 

Sir;  From  some  of  the  arguments  now 


made  use  of,  I  think  we  may  already  begin 
to  see*  the  truth  of  what  was  foretold  m 
the  beginnmg  of  this  debate.  We  were 
then  foretold,  Sir,  that  if  it  should  here* 
after  c^pear,  that  the  civil  list  had  got 
200,OOo2.  a  year,  additional  revenue,  by 
the  increase  of  the  excise  on  beer  and  alo 
occasioned  by  this  bill,  the  Parliament 
would  never  be  able  to  lay  hold  of  any 
part  of  that  increase,  or  even  to  re-assume 
the  70,000/.  aniiuity,  we  are  now  to  grant, 
upon  a  supposition  that  the  civil  list  will 
get  nothing  by  such  increase  of  the  excise 
on  beer  and  ale.  The  truth  of  this,  I  say. 
Sir,  begins  already  to  appear;  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  (sir  Robert  Wal-* 
pole)  has  told  us,  that  by  increanng  the 
consumption  of  beer  and  ale,  and  eooae^ 
qiiently  the  excise  on  those  liquors,  we 
nve  nothing  to  the  civil  list  but  what  it 
had  before  aright  to;  whereas  by  dimi- 
nishing, or  talung  firom  ttie  civil  list  ita. 
share  in  the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors,  we 
take  &om  it.  what  it  hiad  formerly  a  right 
to,  and  that  therefore  we  cannot  pretend 
to  compensate  a  rij^ht  whidi  we  actually 
take  away,,  by  a  right  which  we  do  not 
give.  If  this  can  be  admitted  as  an  argu- 
ment for  our  agreeing  to  this  clause,  it 
must  always  be  a  much  stronger  a^amst 
the  Parliament's  ever  pretending  to  take 
any  part  of  the  increase,  that  may  be  oe* 
casioned  in  the  excise,  or  ta  re-assume  the 
70,000/.  annuity  we  are  now  to  establish* 

Although  I  have  never  yet  admitted, 
nor  can  admit,  that  the  civil  list's  share  ia 
the  duties  on  spirituous  liquors  ought  to  ba 
compruted  at  70,000/.  yet  now.  Sir,  I  shall 
take  it  for  granted,  because  it  signifies  no-^ 
thinff  to  the  present  dispute ;  for  the  prin-^ 
dbal  question  now  in  diqpute  I  Uke  to  be,, 
wnether  the  civil  list  has  such  an  absolute 
right  to  that  share,  that  we  can  make  na 
regulations  idiereby  the  value  of  thai- 
share  may  be  diminished,  without  grant- 
ing a  compensation  from  some  other  fund? 
And  the  next  question  I  take  to  be,  whe- 
ther, if  by  the  same  r^ulation  the  valpe 
of  the  civil  list's  share  in  some  other  duties* 
or  excises  be  increased,  we  ^  may  not  ia 
justice  and  equity  insist  upon  it,  that  the 
advantage  occasioned  in  the  one  case  may 
be  admitted,  so  far  as  it  wiU  amount,  as  fk 
compensation  for  the  loss  in  the  other. 

Aj  to  the  first  question.  Sir,  it  is  truCf 
the  crown  has  a  right  to  the  whole  pre-^ 
duce  of  certain  duties  appropriated  to  the 
civil  list,  but  that  right  is  to  be  considered 
in  a  two-fold  respect.  The  crown  has  a 
right  to  ^e  whole  produce  of  all  thot» 
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duties,  to  fiir  as  may  amoxml  to  SOOfibOL 
«gtablifihment,  without  being  tubj^t  to 
any  accident  or  contingency  whatsoever, 
because  if  the  produce  dioufd  not  amount 
to  that  sum  yearly,  the  Pteliament  stands 
obliged  to  make  it  good ;  and  if  the  whole 
produce  of  those  duties  diould  amount  to 
more  than  800,000/.  the  crown  has  like- 
wise a  right  to  the  surplus :  but  that  right 
is  subject  to  all  accidents  and  contingen- 
cies, because  if  that  surplus  should  be  by 
any  accident  diminished,  the  IVurliament 
n  not  obliged  to  make  it  good.  Now,  Sir, 
among  the  many  accidents  to  which  that 
surplua  ia  its  own  nature  remains  liable, 
surely  this  is  one,  that  it  may  hereafter 
become  necessary  &r  the  wel£sire,  perhaps 
for  the  preservation  of  the  nation,  to  pre- 
vent or  put  a  st<^  to  the  consumption  of 
some  commodities,  the  duties  upon  which 
contribute  towards  the  producmg  of  this 
sttrpKia;  Would  the  PkirliamenI  be  ob- 
liged in  such  a  case  to  make  that  surplus 
good;  or  to  establish  any  other  land  €&r 
compensating  the  loss  the  civtt  list  might 
sustain  by  such  an  accident  >  No,  Sir,  it 
certainly  would  not ;  unless  that  loss  sho^ 
become  so  heavy,  as  to  reduce  the  sur« 
plus,  and  even  diminish  the  establishment ; 
then  indeed  a  demand  would  arise  upon 
the  parliament,  and  we  ihouM  be  obliged 
to  make  the  e^ablishment  good. 

Suppose,  Sir,  that  France,  Spain,  Poi^- 
tugal,  and  the  greatest  partof  I^t^,  should 
be  united  in  an  alliance  against  us,  which 
by  our  late  management  may  happen  to 
\i  the  case ;  would  it  not  then  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  ^  us  to  prohSNt  the  im- 
Etion  or  coesumption  of  aU  French^ 
ish,  Portuguese,  and  ItaMaa  wines? 
Id  UiOt  this  very  probably  almost  quite 
annihilate  the  whole  of  what  i  have  called 
the  surplus  of  the  civili  list  ?  Yet  will  any 
gentleman  say  that  the  Pariiament  could 
Dot  prohibit  the  importatienor  consumption 
of  those  wines,  witnout  making  good  to  the 
civil  list  its  share  in  the  duties  upon  them, 
to  be  computed  at  armediom  of  the  produce 
fyt  the  preceding  seven  or  eiffht  years,  when 
perhaps  the  consumption  of  them  was  at  a 
higher  pitch  than  was  consistent  with  the 
good  p  the  nation,  or  health  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  Surely,  Sir,  no  man  will  pretend  to 
say  any  such  thing ;  the  Parliament  would 
not  be  obliged  to  make  good  any  part  "of 
the  loss  the  civil  list  shoidd  sustain  by  "such 
prohibition,  unless  the  produce  of  the 
duties  appropriated  to  that  revenue  should 
be  so  far  reduced  as  not  to  amount  to 
800,000/.  yearly ;  An4>  evm  in  that  case. 


the  P^liament  would  be  obliged  okily  to 
make  the  800,000/.  good,  they  would  not 
be  obliged  to  make  good  any  part  of  thst 
surplus,  which  the  crown  had  formeriy  re- 
ceived and  enjoyed  by  means  of  the  duties 
upon  those  wines. 

Is  not  the  case  now  before  us  the  very 
same ?  Our  people  have  by  accident  lately 
takep  such  a  turn,  that  it  is  becmne  neces- 
sary for  their  preservation,  to  prohibit  the 
consumption  <x  spirituous  tiquors  by  retail 
Is  not  this,  as  well  as  the  one  I  have  men- 
tioned, one  of  those  accid^its,  to  which 
the  crown's  right  to  the  surplus  ci  tibe  dri 
list  revenue  ahvays  was,  and  still  is  sob- 
jeeted  ?  And  can  any  gentleman  with 
reilsoQ  say,  that  we  cannot  prohibit  the  le- 
tail  of  such  liquors,  without  making  good 
to  the  civil  list  the  whole  surplus  that  has 
aeerued  to  it,  computed  at  a  iiM^um  of  the 
produce  of  those  very  years,  when  the  sbuse 
of  those  liquors  was  at  its  highest  pitdi? 

The  other  question.  Sir,  is.  Whether,  if 
by  the  same  regulation  by  whkh'the  ciyil 
list^  share  in  some  duties  is  diminkhed,  iti 
share  in  <^er  duties  be  increased,  the  ad- 
vantage occasioned  by  that  regulatioD  in 
ofte  case,  ought  not  in  justice  and  honour  to 
be  admitted,  so  to  as  it  will  amount,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  damage  occasioned  ia 
the  other  ^  This,  Sir,  is  a  fair  and  a  tnie 
state  of  the  question,  without  that  disguiie 
oTtompensating  a  right  which  we  actuaSf 
take  away,  by  a  right  which  we  do  aol 
^ve.  Having  thus  stated  the  qaestion  ia 
)ts  proper  light,  I  shall  make  use  only  of  s 
familiar  parfulel  in  private  lifb,  fmr  shewkig 
that  it  ought  to  be  be  resolved  in  the  rffr- 
mative.  Suppose  a  gentleman  in  my  neigb* 
bourbood  has  a  very  large  marsh  in  his  es- 
tate every  year  increasing  so  as  to  threaten 
his  estate  with  almost  entire  ruin,  and  that 
the  water  from  that  marsh,  afWr  running 
llirough  a  part  of  hia  estate,  fidls  upon  a 
part  of  mine^  and  there  makes  a  ne^ 
raavsh,  by  which  a  great  part  of  my  estate 
is  rendered  useless,  and  the  whole  Brought 
into  danger :  suppose  that  upon  surveyng 
my  nei^bour's  ny»«h,  and  the  severw 
fields  rouxtfl  it,  I  find  that,  by  a  cut  through 
another  part  of  his  estate  and  a  part  rf 
mine,  his  marsh  may  be  thoroogbljr 
drained ;  and  that  the  water,  by  being  ca^ 
ried  into  a  new  channel,  will  be  prevented 
from  overflowing  any  pmrt  of  my  es^te, 
and  will  very  much  improve  my  neigl^ 
hour's:  Suppose  again,  that  upon  a  fair  and 
just  survey,  it  appears,  that  the  rente  of  to 
estate  will,  by  tne  cut  or  water-drain  to  be 
made,  be  diminished  to  the  vidue  of  fi(A  > 
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year,  but  tluit  by  the  draming  of  hi^  marsh, 
and  rendering  it  good  pasture  or  arable 
land,  the  rente  of  his  estate  will  be  aug- 
mented to  the  value  of  SOL  a^rear,  so  that 
upon  the  whole  he  will  be  a  gamer  to  th^ 
amount  of  SOL  a  year4  In  this  case  I  must 
nk  erery  country-gentleman  that  hears 
me,  if  my  neighbour  ought,  in  prudence,  to 
prevent  my  making  that  cut  or  water-draib 
Ihrough  his  estate  at  my  own  expeiiee ;  or 
if  he  could  either  in  justice  or  honour  pre- 
tend, that  I  ought  to  give  him  20l>  a  year 
out  of  my  estate,  iti  compensation  for  the 
90L  a  year,  he  pretends  ne  is  to  lose,  by 
makinff  the  cut  or  water-drain  through  hk 
estate  T  I  believe  no  gentleman  will  say  he 
could  in  prudence  refuse  the  one,  pr  in  jus* 
lice  insist  upon  the  other:  yet,  in  this  case^ 
the  compensation  he.  receives  for  the  right 
I  take  away^  from  him,  arises  fromm  rig^ht 
I  do  not  give,  a  right  he  Was  intitled  to 
before  I  took  the  other  from  him* 

Havinff  now,  I  think.  Sir,  demonstrated^ 
that,  if  .me  loss  the  civil  list  may  sustain 
by  the  present  regidation,  be  made  good 
bv  the  increase  in  die  excise  on  beer  and 
afe  occasioned  by  the  present  regulation, 
we  are  neither  in  justice  nor  honour 
aUiged  to  give  any  other  compensation, 
I  may  give  up  the^  other  question,  and  ad- 
mit, that  we  are  obliged  to  grant  a  com* 
p^osation,  in  case  the  Toss  is  not  made  good 
DT  the  increase  of  the  excise  on  beer  and 
ale,  because,  notwithstanding  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  said,  I  am  still 
of  opinion,  tluit  it  is  not  only  probable,  but 
apparent,  that  the  loss  in  one  way  will  be 
aumciently  made  good  by  the  advantage  in 
the  other.  The  very  nature  of  the  thin^  is 
to  me  a  sufficient  proof;  for  granting,  that 
the  greatest. part  of  the  present  amount  of 
the  excise  proceeds  from  the  debauches 
and  extravagancies  of  the  people,  it  is  weU 
known,  that  those  who  once  get  into  the 
way  of  committmg  debauches  «n  gin,  can 
have  no  relish  even  for  the  strongest  mah 
liquOTS;  and  I  am  convinced  Uiere  are 
Tery  few  instances,  if  any,  that  ever  a  club 
of  excessive  gin-drinkers  went  from  a  gin- 
shop,  to  finish  their  debauch  at  an  ale- 
bouse  ;  because  even  to  quench  thei  r  thirst 
they  generallytake  small  beer  or  water,  and 
Btix  it  up  with  gin;  and  many  of  them  con*- 
tmae  at  the  gin-shop  till  they  ciannot  find 
the  way  to  an  ale-house,  or  even  to  their 
own  beds,  if  they  have  any,  but  content 
tbemselves  with  the  clean  straw,  which  at 
aome  of  those  places  they  have  for  nothing; 
ao  that  even  from  the  nature  of  the  thing 
«ve  must  c<mdttde,  that  tlKwe  who  have 


once  taken  to  the  excessive  drinking  of  gin, 
give  over  almost  entirely  drinking  <rf  l^er 
or  ale ;  and  if  we  can  lay  those  people 
under  a  necessity  of  returning  to  the  cfrink- 
ing  of  strong  beer  or  ale,  we  must  neces- 
sarily very  much  increase  the  consump- 
tion. 

By  the  report,  Sir>  of  his  Majesty^s  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  at  Hicks's-ballin  the 
month  of  January  last^  we  find,  there  were 
then  within  Westminster,  Holbom,  the 
Tower,  and  Finsbury  division  (exclusive 
of  London  and  Southwark)  7044  houses 
and  shops,  wherein  Geneva  and  other  spi- 
rituous liquors  were  publicly  sold  by  retail^ 
of  which  they  had  got  an  account,  and 
that  they  believed  it  was  very  far  short  of 
the  true  number :  From  hence,  Sir,  if  we 
include  London,  Southwark,  and  the  other 
places  within  the  bills  oi  mortality,  I  may 
modestly  compute  there  are  20,000  houses 
and  shops  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
where  Geneva  and  ot  er  spirituous  liquors 
are  sold  by  retail ;  and  though  the  people 
within  the  bills  of  mortality  are  computed 
to  be  but  a  fifUi,  or  a  sixth  part  of  the 
people  of  England,  yet  I  shall  reckon  but 
20,000  houses  and  shops  in  all  the  other 
parts  of  England,  where  spirituous  liquors 
are  sold  by  retail,  the  whole  being  40,000* 
Now  to  each  of  ihese  houses  I  shall  allow 
but  ten  customers,  who  are  excessive 
drinkers  of  gin,  such  I  call  those  who  may 
drink  about  half  a  pint  a  day,  one  day  v^-ith 
another;  and  ten  customers  who  are  mo- 
derate drinkers  of  that  liquor,  such  I  call 
those  who  do  not  drink  above  half  a  quar- 
tern a  day,  on'e  day  with  another.  This 
makes  in  England.  400,000  excessive 
drinkers,  and  400,000  moderate  drinkers 
of  spirituous  liquors;  and  considering  how 
universally  the  custom  of  drinking  such 
liquors  has  got  in  among  the  common 
people,  men,  women  and  children,  I  be- 
lieve this  number  wiU  not  be  reckon^  too 
large*    ' 

Let  us  next  suppose,  Sir,  that  if  the 
retail  of  such  liquors  were  entirely  pro- 
hibited, and  these  drinkers  of  gin  should 
return  to  the  use  of  malt  liquors,  that  each 
of  the  excessive  drinkers  of  gin  would  for 
the  future  drink  a  pint  of  strong  beer  a 
day,  one  day  with  another ;  and  that  each 
of  the  moderate  drinkers  of  gin  would  for 
the  future  drink  half  a  pint  of  strong  beer 
a  day  one  with  another,  mbre  than  tJiey 
drinx  at  present ;  we  may  from  t];ience 
see  how  greatly  the  consumption  of  beer 
and  ale  would  be  hereby  increased;  for 
400,000  pints,  and  400^000  half -pints. 
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makes  600,000  pinto,  or  75,000  gallons  a 
day,  which  makes  27,375,000  gallons,  or 
805,147  barrels  in  a  year  ;  The  excise  at 
4^.  6d,  per  barrel  upon  this  increase  in  the 
consumption,  would  produce  an  increase 
in  the  excise  upon  beer  and  ale  of  181 ,158/. 
yearly,  one  half  of  which  being  90,579/. 
would  belong  to  the  civil  list ;  so  that  ac- 
cording to  all  the  ways  of  computation, 
the  civil  list  will  get  more  by  the  increase 
in  Uie  excise  upon  beer  and  ale,  than  it 
can  be  si^posed  to  lose,  according  to  the 
highest  computation,  by  taking  from  it  the 
duties  on  Spirituous  liouors ;  and  that  my 
computation  of  gin-drinkers  is  within 
bounds,  appears  from  hence;  that  the  sup- 

,  posed  400,000  excessive  drinkers  at  half  a 
pint  a  day,  and  the  400,000  moderate 
drinkers  at  half  a  quartern  a  day,  accords 
ing  to  this  computation,  consume  but 
31,250  ^ons  a  day,  which  is  11,406,250 
gallons  m  a  year,  the  duties  upon  which, 
at  3^.;a  gallon,  amount  to  but  142,578/.  per 
annum;  whereas  the  duties  upon  these 
liquors  for  this  last  year,  amounted  to 
154,094/.  and  we  cannot  suppose  but  that 
there  are  some  frauds,  with  respect  to  the 
ToUecting  of  these  duties,  as  well  as  in  most 
others. 

I  have  chosen  this  new  method  of  cal- 
culation, Sir,  not  because  I  thinkthe  other 
false  or  deceitful,  but  to  shew,  that  what- 
ever method  we  choose,  and  from  the  most 
modest  calculations  we  can  make,  this  ge- 
neral truth  will  always  appear.  That  by 
prohibiting  the  retail  of  spirituous  liquors, 
the  civil  list  will  get  more  by  the  increase 
of  the  excise  on  beer  and  ale,  than  it  can 
lose  by  the  decrease  of  the  duties  upon 
such  liquors :  And  now  with  respect  to 
the  {observations  made  upon  the  other 
method,  I  must  say,  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  other  side  treat  us,  as  free-thinkers 
are  treated  by  some  of  their  antagonists : 
They  state  a  weak  or  a  false  argument  for 
us,  answer  it,  and  then  triumph  in  the 
victory  they  have  obtained.  I  have  never 
heard  it  said,  Sir,  in  this  House,  nor  in  any 
other  place,  that  as  the  duties  upon  spin- 
tuous  liquors  decrease  or  increase,  the  ex- 
cise upon  beer  and  ale  must  always  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  an  exact  proportion : 
That  if  the  duties  upon  the  former  de- 
crease or  increase  one  fifth,  one  sixth,  or 
one  tenth,  the  other  must  increase  or  de- 
crease exactly  one  fifth,  one  sixth,  or  one 

^ tenth,  .and  neither  more  nor  less.  No, 
Sir,  there  are  many  other  accidents  may 
contribute  to  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
t^  excise  on  beer  and  ale^  and.  therefore 


this  proportion  cannot  be  exact:  Yet  I 
cannot  allow,  that  die  accident  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  could  have 
any  great  influence  upon  the  exdse  in 
1729 ;  for  the  price  of  malt  was  not,  to 
far  as  I  remember,  so  high  that  year,  as 
to  put  our  brewers  out  of  the  common 
way  of  brewing;  and  besides,  we  knwr 
that  the  strong  drink  brewed  for  cobuood 
dr&iight,  from  whence  the  greatest  part  of 
the  excise  is  raised,  is  never  designed  to 
be  kept  a  great  many  years  ;  so  that  in 
such  sort  of  drink  the  brewers  never  diink 
of  la3ring  up  a  great  stock  to  provide  for  a 
year  of  scarcity  :  But  I  shall  mention  one 
accident,  which  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say,  has  greatly  contributed  to  keep  up 
the  excise  these  last  two  years,  and  yethsi 
contributed  nothing  towards  raising  the 
produce  of  the  duties,  at  least,  on  home- 
made spirits ;  I  mean.  Sir,  the  late  gen^ 
election  for  this  parliament,  and  the  many 
very  extraordinary  disputed  elections  that 
have  been  since;  for  it  is  certain  thattbeie 
elections  and  disputes  have  added  greadv 
to  the  consumption  of  beerand  ale,  tlioiu^ 
I  have  never  yet  heard  of  a  candidate,  wno 
treated  his  voters  or  witnesses  with  gin. 

And  lastly,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  pr^ 
position  this  day  made  to  us,  I  am  surprised 
to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  say, 
that  it  alters  the  nature  of  the  present  es- 
tablishment of  the  civil  list ;  for  upon  the 
contrary,  it  pursues  exactly  the  nature  of 
that  establishment :  with  respect  to  the 
present  civil  list,  so  far  as  the  parliament 
stands  obliged  to  make  it  good,  his  Ma- 
jesty is  accountable ;  for  he  cannot  make 
any  demand  upon  the  parliament  till  he 
has  laid  an  account  of  the  dvil  lut  reve- 
nues  before  them,  in  order  to  shew  them 
the  deficiency  :  By  the  proposition  now 
before  us,  we  are  to  enlarge  that  establish- 
ment, we  are  to  oblige  ourselves  to  make  a 
future  suift  yearly  good  to  his  Maiesty; 
and  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  have  us  lay  ourselves^  under 
such  an  obligation,  and  at  the  same  tints 
put  it  in  the  power  of  any  future  minister 
to  come  and  tell  us,  whenever  he  pleases, 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  as  to  that  fur- 
ther sum ;  and  that  therefore  he  insisted 
upon  our  making  it  good,  without  laying 
any  account  before  us  from  whence  that 
deficiency  migHt  appear. 

Toconclu&,  Sir,  from  the  whole  that 
has  been  said  upon  this  subj^,  it  appeaii 
evident  to  me,  that  if  the  surplus  of  tht 
civil  list  should  be  diminished  by  what  we 
are  now  about,  we  are  not  obliged  to  lasb 
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it  good:  That  if  we  were  Obliged  to  make 
the  loM  good,  it  ought  not  to  be  computed 
at  70»000/^  per  annum :  That  if  it  should 
be  computed  at  70,000/.  per  annum,  it  is 
apparent  that  it  wiU  be  made  good  by  the 
increase  of  the  excise:  That  if  this  were 
not  af)parent,  the  proposition  now  made  to 
vm  will  fully  answer  that  uncertainty: 
That  Uie  preposition  now  made  to  us  is 
exactly  conformable  to  the  nature  of  the 
present  establishment  of  the  civil  list; 
and  that  if  it  were  not,  it  is  become  ne- 
cessary, by  the  demand  now  made  upon  us  . 
in  &vour  of  the  civil  list ;  so  that  in  no 
case  can  I  find  any  reason  for  taking  such 
a  sum  as  70,000^  a  year  from  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree  that 
this  clause,  in  the  present  form,  should 
stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Question  being  then  put,  to  Bgtee 
with  the  Committee  in  the  Amendments 
made  to  this  Clause,  it  was,  upon  a  divi- 
sion, carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  183  to 
110.  ^ 

April  6.  The  Hous^  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  firom  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  for  preventing  the  re- 
tail of  spirituous  liquors,  when  the  follow- 
ixig  Clause  was  offered  for  excepting  punch ; 
yiz.   *  Provided  always,  that  nothmg  in 

*  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
^  construed  to  extend,  to  charge  with  any 

*  of  the  duties  directed  to  be  paid,  leviedf, 

*  or  collected,  by  this  act,  any  spirits  or 

*  strong  waters,  to  be  made  into  the  liquor 
'  rommonly  called  punch,  to  be  retailed 
^  and  consumed  in  the  house,  or  houses, 

*  of  any  person,  or  persons,  keeping  a  public 

*  inn,  coffee-house,  victualling-house,   or 

*  ale-house,  who  shall  have  been  first  li- 
-<  censed  to  sell  wine,  beer,  ale,  or  other 

*  limiors,  or  to  subject  the  makers,  or  ;re- 

*  tauers  of  the  said  liquor  called  punch,  to 

*  take  out  licences  from  the  commissioners 

*  of  excise,  as  herein  before  directed  for 

*  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  strong 
^  waters.  Provided  the  said  liquor  called 
^  puncli,  so  to  be  retailed  and  consumed  as 
^  afisresaid,  be  made  or  mixed  with  two 

*  third  parts  water  at   the  least,  in  the 

*  presence  of  the  buyer,  and  that  the  spirit 

*  with  which  the  said  liquor  is  to  be  made, 

*  be  not  sold,  or  retailed,  in  a  less  quantity 

*  than  one  pint,  or  at  a  less  price  than 

*  after  the  rate  of  5s.  per  gallon  ;  and  all 

*  and  every  person,  or  persons,  acting 

*  contrary  hereto,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 

*  5/L  for  every  offence,  one  moiety  thereof 
'  to  the  informer,  or  prosecutor,  that  shall 

*  infonn  or  prosecute  for  the  same,  the 


*  other  moiety  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 

*  and  successors :  and  the  proof  that  tha: . 

<  same  was  so  mixed  and  sold  at  such  price 

<  as  aforesaid,  shall  lye  on  the  vender  or 
(  seller  thereof,  and  not  on  the  informer  or 

<  prosecutor/ 

The  Arguments  in  favour  of  the  said 
Clause  were  as  follow : 

Sir ;  As  the  complaint,  which  occa-> 
sioned  the  bringing  in  of  this  Bill  was 
chiefiy  aimed  a^inst  the  excessive  use  of 
home-made  spirits  among  the  common 
people,  which  proceeded  entirely  from  tha 
low  price,  and  from^e  liberty  many  per- 
sons took  to  retail  them  without  a  licence, 
1  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
evil  complained  of  mi^ht  nave  been  cured, 
without  laying  on  such  heavy  duties  as  will 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  tlie  retaQ  of  all 
distilled  spintuous  liquors:  however,  at 
the  consumption  of  rum,  when  made  into 
punch,  has  never  occasioned  the  least 
complaint,  and  as  that  consumption  is  of 
very  ffreat  consequence  to  this  nation,  J 
must  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  in 
favour  of  the  clause  proposed. 

I  believe.  Sir,  no  gentleman  in  this 
House  is  ignorant  of  the  present  declin- 
ing state  ot  our  sugar-colonies :  their  cir- 
cumstances have  been  of  late  so  fully  laid 
before  Parliament,  and  every  man  who  has 
a  regard  for  his  fellow  subjects,  or  fbr  tba 
good  of  his  country,  must  be  sensibly 
touched  with  their  just  complaints.  Their 
rivals  in  the  sugar-trade  enioy  a  new,  rich^ 
and  fertile  soil,  which  produces  plentifullj 
without  great  labour  or  expence*  Their 
rivals  live  almost  quite  free  from  taxes, 
and  without  being  at  the  expence  <^  mak- 
ing any  presents  to  their  governors,  or 
even  of  maintaining  and  repairing  dieir 
own  forts  and  garnsons ;  while  they  are^ 
heavily  loaded  with  taxes  upon  exports  as 
well  as  imports,  and  obUgei  to  pay  lar^e 
salaries  to  their  governors,  and  to  mamtaia 
and  repair  their  own  fortifications :  their 
rivals  have  a  liberty  of  exporting  their 
sugars'  directly  to  any  market  in  £iirope, 
wmle  they  remain  under  a  necessi^  of 
landing  every  ounce  in  Britain,  and  are 
thereby  oblised  to  pay  double  freight, 
double  commission,  and  a  great  many  other 
unnecessary  charges.  These  disadvantages 
have  alread}^,^  am  afraid,  made  us  los^ 
the  benefit  of  supplying  any  foreign  market 
with  sugars ;  and  m  such  circumstances 
can  it  l^  expected,  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britam  will,  without  any  necessity, 
maLe  a  r^ulation  for  taking  from  our 
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sugar-colonies  the  only  market  die j  hare 
left? 

I  must  confess.  Sir,  I  litUe  expected  to 
have  seen,  in  this  session  of  Parliament, 
any  new  discouragement  given  to  our 
sugar-colonies;  on  the  contrary,  I  ex- 
pected to  have  seen  the  most  vigorous,  and 
the  best  concerted  measures  taken  for  re- 
lieving them  from  all  the  disadvantages 
they  at  present  labour  under ;  and  for 
putting  them,^  at  least,  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  their  rivals  in  the  sugar-trade : 
such  measures  might  have  perhaps  enabled 
us  to  regain  the  l^nefit  we  have  lost,  of 
•upplying  foreijni  marjcets  with  that  com- 
moaity ;  but  if  we  diminish  the  sale  of 
their  sugars  or  their  rum  in  Great  Britain, 
without  enabling  them  to  seiid  it  to  foreign 
n^arkets,  by  removing  the  disadvantages 
they  are  now  subjected  to,  their  rivals  may 
be  so  thoroughly  established  in  the  trade, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  iis  to  regain 
it ;  nay,  the  very  islands  where  our  sugars 
are  now  produced  may  be  abandoned ; 
and  then  mstead  of  supplying  foreigners, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  supply  our- 
selves, either  with  sugars  or  rum,  which 
must  of  course  be  attended  with  an  infinite 
loss  to  the  nation. 

Let  us  consider.  Sir,  what  vast  quanti- 
ties of  manufactures  of  all  kinds  are 
yearly  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  our 
several  sugar-islands,  and  from  thence  we 
must  see  how  greatly  the  value  of  our  ex- 
ports must  be  diminished*  This  of  itself 
would  be  an  infinite  loss  to  the  nation; 
but  then,  if  we  could  have  no  sugars  or 
tnm  from  those  islands  for  supplying  our 
bome-consumption,  our  loss  would  be  re- 
doubled ;  for  that  consumpti<m  wduld  then 
be  suppUed  from  the  French  islands  :  so 
that  the  value  of  our  imports  from  foreign 
countries  would  be  considerably  increased, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  value  o€  our  ex- 

Korts  would  be  greatly  diminished;  and 
ow  this  would  aSect  our  balance  of  trade, 
as  well  as  our  manufactures  here  at  home, 
I  leave  every  gentleman  to  judge. 

The  duties  upon  sugars  consumed  in 
Great  Britain  are  said  to  amount  to  near 
130,000/.  a  year,  and  as  these  sugars  pay 
but  Ss.  6d,  per  hundred  weight,  we  must 
from  thence  conclude^  that  the  sugars 
consumed  yearly  in  this  island  must 
amount  to  above  700,000  hc^dred  weight; 
so  that  if  wc  were  obliged  to  purchase  from 
France  all  the  sugars  necessaiy  Ibr  our 
home  consumption  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per 
pound,  which  would  probably  be  the  case, 
that  consumptioa  only  worn  carry  yearly 


out  of  tbb  kingdom  near  two  millioni  iter* 
ling :  To  this  let  us  add  the  money  that 
must  necessarily  be  carried  out  of  the  &a^ 
tion  yearly  for  rum  ;  and  the  vast  sunn 
that  must  yearly  be  carried  out  of  Ireland, 
and  our  northern  colonies,  for  the  iiutn 
and  rum  they  stand  in  need  of;  and  nom 
these  two  considerations  only,  we  must,  I 
think,  condude,  that  by  the  loss  of  die 
sugar-trade  only,  the  balance  of  trade 
would  be  entirely  turned  against  us.  Then 
let  us  connder  what  vast  numbers  of  our 
people  are  now  employed,  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  the  production  and  manu&cture 
of  our  sugars  :  what  vast  numbers  of  our 
manufacturers  of  all  kinds  are  concerned 
in  providing  necessaries  and  utensils  for 
them ;  and  what  a  number  of  our  seamen 
are  yearly  employed  in  transportiDg  our 
sugars  and  rum  to  Great  Britain;  and 
from  thence  we  may  see  how  greatly  the 
number  of  our  pec^le,  especially  oar  lea- 
men,  must,  be  dimini^hed^  and  conie- 
quently  fiow  considerably  the  power,  and 
naval  mrce,  of  this  nation  must  oe  reduced 
by  the  loss  of  the  sugar-trade  :  but  whatis 
still  of  worse  consequence,  and  I  beg  of 
gentlemen  to  consider  it,  all  the  ricbea^  aU 
Uic  power,  and  all  the  naval  force  we  majr 
in  this  case  lose,  must  necessarily  be  added 
to  that  kingdom  from  which  we  mdit 
always  have  the  most  to  fear. 

Having  now,  Sir,  represented  to  you  the 
fisUal  consequences,  with  whjch  the  k»s  of 
the  sugar-trade  may  be  attended,  I  ibril 
next  consider  how  that  trade  may  be  af- 
fected by  the  Bill  before  us.  IbelieTeit 
will  be  granted,  by  every  m^n  who  under- 
stands any  thing  of  our  augar-plantatioiSf 
that  considering  the  disadvantages  they 
lie  under  at  present,  it  would  be  impof- 
sible  for  them  to  carry  on  the  trade,  oda 
produce  any  sugars,  if  they  had  not  s 
ready  sale  for  their  rum  at  the  price  it 
now  bears;  therefore  every  thmg,  that 
tends  towards  lessening  that  price,  must  be 
a  step  towards  the  ruin  of  our  sugar-trade. 
Now  if  the  consumption  of  any  comnie' 
dity  be  lessened,  the  quantity  brought  to 
market  must  be  lessened,  or  Uie  price  #31 
sink  of  course ;  and  as  the  consuo^rtiod 
of  rum  will  certainly  be  very  mech  di- 
minished by  this  Bill  as  it  now  stands^  w^ 
must  conclude  tliat  our  sugar-pis'^ 
cannot  have  a  ready  sale  for  their  ran  tt 
the  price  k  now  bears,  if  they  contbae  to 
produce  as  much  as  they  do  at  pKMit  • 
and  we  also  know,  that  our  siq(«^Waadl 
are  not  fit  for  producing  any  thia^  that 
can  turn  10  account  but  sugars  and  rtfi* 
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•o  that  if  we  put  it  out  of  their  power  to 
get  a  tale  for  them,  at  such  a  price  as  they 
may  subsist  by,  a  great  number  of  them 
must  necesssurily  leave  our  islands  and 
settle  among  the  FVench  in  Hispaniola  or 
St.  Lucia,  where  there  is  eround  sufficient 
for  them  all,  and  where  they  wiU  without 
doubt  meet  with  encouragement.  The 
few  sugar-planters  left  upon  our  own 
idands  may  then,  perhaps,  get  a  profitable 
price  for  the  susar  and  rum  they  produce, 
becfause  we  shaQ  certainly  endeavour,  by 
prohibitions  and  high  duties,  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  toreign  sugars,  rum  or 
brandy ;  but  we  cannot  in  such  case  pro- 
pose to  sell  any  at  a  foreiffn  market :  and 
even  with  respect  to  our  home-consump- 
tion, we  know  how  impossible  it  is  to  pre- 
vent the  importation,  or  consumption,  oS 
any  foreign  commodity,  when  there  is  a 
great  advantage  to  be  got  by  running  it 
upon  us. 

We  know.  Sir,  that  in  none  but  our  own 
markets  our  jBugar-planters  can  sell  any 
great  quantity  ot  their  rum  they  produce, 
which  IS  at  present  equal  in  value  to  cms 
4th  part  of  all  their  other  products;  if 
then  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  we  dimi- 
.nish  by  one  half  the  present  consimiption 
of  rum,  as  our  sugar-planters  can  dispose 
of  it  nowhere  eke,  it  is  absolutely  render- 
ing useless  to  them  one  8t^  part  of  their 
whole  produce,  which  is  above  twelve  per 
cent,  and  I  am  afrdd,  is  more  than  any 
one  of  our  sugar-planters  can  make  eleiur 
profit  to  himself.  From  hence,  1%,  we 
may  see  how  dangerous  it  is,  to  lay  such 
a  restraint  upon  me  consumption  of  rum 
as  is  proposed  by  this  bill :  yet  this  re* 
fltretnt,  dangerous  as  it  is,  I  should  have 
readily  agreed  to,  if  the  consumption  of 
rum,  either  by  itself  or  in  punch,  had  ever 
grven  occasion  to  any  ef  the  evils  now  com* 
plained  ef,  or  even  if  we  could  hope  there- 
oy  to  render  our  peopk  at  home  more 
sober,  frugal,  or  industrious ;  because  m 
either  case,  I  should  have  at  the  same  time 
proposed  the  freeing  of  our  sugar-pkinters 
teom  fSa  quit-rents  and  taxes,  from  all  sa- 
laries or  presents  to  governors,  and  even 
irom  all  expence  ci  maintaining  and  re- 
pairing their  own  fortifications ;  and  at  the 
^Bsme  time,  I  would  have  been  for  giving 
them  Kberty  to  export  their  syigars  and 
mm  directly  to  any  market  in  the  whole 
world :  but  neither  of  these  is  the  case  at 
present ;  for  the  in&rior  people  never  have 
made,  nor  can  make  an  excessive  use  of 
rtim :  it  is  never  used,  either  by  itseli^  or 
wlieii  mode  into  punch,  h^  by  the  better 
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sort;  and  by  taking  from  them  punch,  we 
shall  only  throw  them  into  tne  way  of 
drinking  wine,  which  wiM  be  a  greater 
expence  to  them,  and  to  the  nation. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  consumption  of 
rum  only,  that  will  be  diminished  by  pro* 
hibiting  the  retail  of  punch,  the  consiuBp* 
tion  of  sugar  likewise  will  be  greedy  dirni* 
nished;  for  though  people  may  stffl  make  usa 
ofpunch  attheir  own  houses,  we  know  thafc 
our  people  do  not  much  like  entertainments 
at  one  another's  houses ;  from  that  spirit 
of  liberty  so  natural  to  them,  and  which  I 
hope  no  minister  shall  ever  be  able  to  root 
out,  they  like  to  be  at  a  puUic-house  upoa 
an  equal  footing  and  a  fair  club ;  and  there* 
fore  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  consump- 
tion at  their  own  houses  will  ampunt  to 
near  the  q[uantity  formerly  consumed. 
We  are  drivmg  the  people  from  the  use  of 
a  liquor  almost  wh^y  produced  by  the 
industry  of  our  own  subjects,  to  the  use  of 
a  liquor  produced  by  foreigners,  witli 
whom  we  nave  not,  I  believe,  all  the  re^ 
son  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly  wdQ  satis- 
fied. 

I  should  have  been  glad.  Sir,  to  hava 
seen  this  Bill  so  framed  as  to  have  left  our 
people  the  free  use  of  rum ;  but  as  the 
House  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  this 
would  open  a  wav  for  evading  the  act ;  and 
as  the  clause  is  mawn  up  in  such  ^,  manner 
as  to  prevent  its  beine  possible  to  draw 
from  it  any  ^method  of  evading  the 
lawf  or  puttmg  it  in  the  power  of  die 
common  people  to  make  an  excessive  use 
of  punch ;  and  as  no  bad  conse^pience  caO' 
accrue  from  permitting  the  use  ot  it  amone 
the  better  sort,  I  hope  the  House  wu 
agree  toit. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Advo- 
cates for  the  Bill,  as  follows : 

Sir;  Although  the  complaints,  which 
occasioned  the  bringing  in  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  were  chiefiy  aimed  a^inst  die 
excessive  use  of  home-made  spurits  among 
the.  common  people,  yet  I  believe  it  wffl  be 
granted,  &at  the  use  even  of  pundi,  has  of 
late  years  become  too  excessr^e.  It  is  wc^ 
known  how  considerably  the  number  of* 
our  punch-houseer  have  increased  withm 
these  few- years,  and  how  much  they  have 
been  frequented  l^  persons  of  idl  degrees, 
especially  since  the  method  of  retailing 
punch  in  so  small  quantides  has  begun  to 
be  practised :  diis  we  may  be  assured  of 
from  die  numbers  of  advertisements  re- 
lating to  such  houses,  which  have  daily 
appeared  m  our  news-papers  for  two  or 
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three  years  past ;  and  as  every  such  house 
IS  a  temptation  thrown  in  the  way  of  our 


jr    .    . ***.  ^        < 

people  for  idling  away  their  time^  I  am  of 

opinion  that  it  is  now  become  absolutely 
necessary  to  remove  them  out  of  the  way; 
or  at  least  to  lessen  the  number  of  them 
as  much  as  we  can.  I  do  not^  Sir,  in  the 
least  question  but  this  evil  was  foreseen 
leveral  years  ago ;  but,  among  the  many 
advantages  we  enjoy  by  the  nature  of  our 
constitution,  we  are  exposed  to  this  in- 
convenience, that  it  is  seldom  practicable 
to  prevent  an  evil,  till  it  becomes  so  ap- 
parent as  to  be  felt  almost  by  every  man 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  in  the  present  case 
though  the  evils  now  complained  of  were 
foreseen  a  dozen  years  since,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  proposition  for  preventing 
them  would  then  nave  met  with  any  re- 
ception ;  on  the  contrary,  if  any  such  had 
then  been  offered,  I  bdieve  whoever  should 
have  proposed  it,  would  have  been  looked 
on  as  a  madman ;  vet  I  aip  convinced  it 
will  now  be  granted,  that  the  passing  such 
ft  Bill  would  nave  been  of  great  service  to 
the  nation ;  and  the  objection  of  turning 
ft  number  of  people  out  of  their  way  of 
aubsisting  their  ramilies,  would  not  tlien 
have  been  so  strong  as  it  is  at  present 
This  is  the  case  of  every  general  nuisance,, 
which  always  contributes  to  the  advantage 
of  some  particular  persons,  who  will  op- 
pose its  removal  ^  tlong  as  they  can,  but 
when  it  comes  to  be  sensibly  felt,  they 
must  then  submit;  and  the  advantage 
or  convenience  of  particular  persons  b  not 
to  be  regarded. 

I  am  sensible.  Sir,  of  the  present  bad 
circumstances  of  our  -sugar  colonies,  and 
as  desirous  to  have  the  hardships  they 
complain  of  removed,  as  any  gentleman 
can  ht-i  and  therefore  I  diall  readily  con- 
cur with  any  measures  for  their  relief,  that 
do  not  tend  to  the  ruin  of  their  mother 
countrv :  but  for  ttie  sake  of  encouraging 
the  safe  of  their  rum  or  sugars,  I  cannot 
submit  to  the  continuance  man  enormity 
which  will  evidently  tend  to  destroy  the 
health  and  morals  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  For  this  reason  I  am  against 
making  any  exceptions  to  the  Bill  now 
before  us :  the  disease  we  are  now  fully 
sensible  of,  the  remedy  we  have  in  our 
hands,  do  not  let  us  mix  that  remedy  up 
with  any  palliative  which  may  lessen,  per- 
haps entirely  prevent  its  effect.  We  may 
find  many  methods  for  giving  our  sugar 
colonies  a  full  compensation  for  the  disad- 
vantage they  may  oe  subjected  to  by  this 
Bill;  but  tliat  cannot  be  granted  by  the 
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Bill  now  before  us,  it  is  a  subject  of  a  qmte 
different  nature,  and  will  therefore  reauire 
a  separate  BilL  This  we  may  not  p^napi 
be  able  to  accomplish  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, but  their  case  may  be  fuliy  exammed 
into  before  the  next,  and  a  proper  relief 
be  granted,  and  in  the  mean  time  their  loss 
cannot  be  very  considerable^ 

I  shall  not.  Sir,  dispute  the  consequence 
of  our  suear  islands  to  this  kingdom,  or  iti 
being  a  Toss  to  them  to  lessen  the  con- 
sumption of  their  rum  in  Great  Britain; 
but  I  am  convinced  they  might  sell  their 
rum  cheaper,  and  yet  have  a  considerable 
profit.  If  they  should  lower  the  price  of 
their  rum  but  a  fery  little,  they  might  find 
a  vent  for  it  in  many  other  places,  a  vent, 
which  would  be  more  than  sufficient  for 
answering  the  small  diminution,  that  may 
by  this  law  be  odtasioned  in  the  consunn- 
tion  of  it  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that  to- 
reign  vent,  would  be  more  to  the  advan- 
tage of  their  native  country  than  sdliiq; 
the  same  quantity  at  double  the  price  to 
be  consumed  in  this  island.  It  is  there- 
fore against  the  general  interest  of  this 
country,  to  encourage  the  home  consump- 
tion so  much,  as  to  enable  our  phinters  to 
sell  all  they  can  make  at  a  high  price  m 
Great  Britain ;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  it 
our  duty  to  take  all  possible  measures  ftr 
enabling  them  to  sell  it  at  a  cheajp  rate  to 
foreigners ;  for  if  the  price  of  rum  cooU 
be  so  much  reduced,  as  that  it  might  be 
purchased  cheaper  than  brandy  or  genera, 
vast  quantities  of  it  would  be  consumed  la 
North  America,  in  Africa,  and  in  the 
countries  bordering  upon  the  Baltic ;  and 
even  at  home  the  consumption  of  Frenoh 
and  Flemish  brandies  woum  be  very  modi 
diminished. 

I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  by  prohibiting 
the  retail  of  punchy  some  small  addition 
may  be  made  to  our  consumption  of  winei ; 
but  then  it  wiU  be  with  respect  to  port 
wines  only;  and  as  our  trade  with  Portugal 
is,  in  the  main,  a  very  profitable  tradb,  it 
is  our  interest  to  encourage  it  as  much  as 
we  can :  however,  I  rather  think  most  of 
those  who  used  to  drink  punch,  wiO  drink 
fine  ale  and  strong  beer,  or  those  home- 
made wines  which  we  call  sweets ;  and  it 
is  as  much  the  interest  of  the  nation  to 
encourage  the  consumption  of  theseliquoifli 
as  that  of  any  other.  By  increasing  the 
consumption  of  fine  ale  and  stroi^  beer,we 
shall  encourage  the  tillage  of  our  lands  a 
Great  Britain ;  and  by  increasiog  the  coo- 
sumption  of  home-made  wines,  we  dMB 
encourage  the  trade  of  our  sugar  itltiiA 
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because  in  the  making  such  there  are  great 
c]uantities  of  sugar  used ;  so  that  if  thev 
should' become  of  as  general  use  as  punch 
18  at  present,  our  demand  for  siigats  must 
necessarily  be  increased. 

To  conclude,  Sir,  if  you  exempt  punch 
ftbm  the  duties  to  be  imposed  by  this  bill, 
you  will  render  it  altogether  ineilectual ; 
ror  under  the  name  of  the  liquor  exempted, 
every  sort  of  spirituous  liquor  will  be  re- 
tailed: Our  brandy  shops  and  our  gin 
shops  will  then  be  all  turned  into  punch 
shops,  our  people  will  be  as  mucn  de- 
bauched, and  our  streets  as  full  of  objects 
of  pity  and  contemjpt  as  ever.  For  this 
reason,  Sir,  I  am  for  making  an  experi- 
ment, at  least,  for  one  year,  of  the  bul  as 
it  stands  at  present :  As  it  is  a  very  extra- 
ordinary regulation,  we  shall  probably  in 
next  session  have  occasion  to  make  some 
alterations:  By  that  time  we  shall  see 
what  effect  the  diminishing  the  retail  of 

f>nnch  will  have  upon  our  people  ;  we  shall 
ikewise  see  what  effect  .it  may  be  like  to 
hkve  upon  our  sugar  colonies.  In  the 
mean  time  the  prohibition  cannot  be  at- 
tended with  any  extraordinary  bad  effect, 
and  therefore  I  shall  be  against  adding  the 
datise  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
htEs  proposed. 

To  thiff  it  was  replied  by  the  Members, 
who  were  for  the  Clause: 

Sir ;  When  the  honourable  gentleman, 
sfr  Joseph  Jekyll,  was  pleased  to  find  fault 
with  the  gteat  number  of  our  punch 
fabuses,  I  wish  he  had  added  taverns  and 
alehouses,  for  I  ai^  coiivmced  the  great 
Dumber  of  the  latter  is  as  sensibb  a 
grievance  as  the  former ;  and  have  con- 
trived more  temptations  for  people  to 
loiter  away  their  time :  but  the  unbounded 
lAerty  so  many  years  given  to  setting 
up  public  houses  of  all  kinds,  proceeds 
from  an  error  in  politics,  by  which  it 
wias  the  interest  of  those  to  multiply  such 
houses,  who  only  had  the  po^er  to  prevent 
their  increase.  This,  Sir,  is  the  true  cause 
of  that  prodigious  number  of  houses  of 
entertainment  set  up  in  every  part  of  this 
kingdom;  and  the  power  oi  those,  to 
whom  we  had  given  an  interest  in  such 
houses,  has  been  so  considerable,  that  it 
was  in  vaiYi  for  any  gentleman  to  propose  a 
remedy.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible 
otrtcfy,  that  was  universally  raised  against 
the  excessive  uje  of  spirituous  liquors 
aitiongst  the  common  people,  I  doubt 
mtich  if  we  could  have  applied  any 
eflbctual  remedy,  unless  seme  perftot^ ' 
[VOL.  XX.] 
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had  found  it  their  interest  to  agree  to 
it. 

r  shall  readily  agree,  Sir,  that  the  pre- 
S($nt  number  of  our  Punch-houses  is  too 
grekt ;  but  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
too  great  a  number  and  none  at  all :  by 
thV  proposition  now  made,  the  retailing  of 
punch  will  be  confined  to  houses  where 
other  strong  liquors  are  by  licence  to  be 
sold,  which  will  of  course  very  much  di- 
minish the  number  of  our  Punch-houses ; 
and  where  men  ate  allowed  to  drink  any 
other  sort  of  strong  liquor,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  they  may  not  be  allowed  to 
drink  punch,  for  I  am  persuaded  it  is  as 
wholesome  a  liquor  as  can  be  found  at 
such  houses.  I  wish.  Sir,  that  effectual 
methods  had  been  taken,  many  years  since, 
for  preventing  our  people  from  supporting 
their  families  by  the  retail  of  spirituous  li- 
quors. I  am  convinced,  that  thereby' 
the  labour  and  industry  of  all  our  people 
has  been  very  much  diminished,  and  tliere- 
fore  I  wish  some  effectual  restraints  had 
been  laid  upon  those,  who  have  the  power 
of  granting  such  licences.  Thougn  the 
public  good  certainly  require^  an  imme* 
diate  restraint  upon  the  excessive  use  of 
spirituous  liquors,  yet  I  cannot  think  that 
a  prohibition  of  selling  any  such  liquors  by' 
retail,  especially  when  they  are  rectified 
by  water,  or  made  into  punch,  can  be  ab- 
solutely necessary.  Nay,  if  such  a  prohi- 
bition were  necessary,  my  concern  for  the 
numbers  of  people  who  now  live  by  that 
retail  is  such,  that  I  should  rather  be  for 
introducing  the  prohibition  by  degrees; 
by  which  method  a  general  distress  would 
be  prevented;  because  some  would  die  in 
the  mean  time,  and  the  rest  would  have  * 
time  to  provide* a  livelihood  in  some  other' 
way. 

This  Bin  would,  I  believe,  have  met  witfi 
very  little  success,  if  it  had  not  been  sup- 
ported by  another  proposition  which  is' 
now  made  part  of  it.     1  shall  admit,  Sir, 
that  those  who  find  a  ptivate  interest  in  \ 
any  public  nuisance,  generally  endeavour 
to  oppose  its  removal,  even- although  they  * 
are  fully  sensible  that  their  country  mu:-t' 
be  ruined  by  its  continuance.     Of  such  ' 
men,  I  am  ^raid  we  have  too  many  in  ' 
this  kingdom,  but  I  hope  not  one  in  tins'* 
House. 

With  respect  to  our  Sugar  colonics.  Sir,' 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  such  reasoning  upon  ' 
that  subject      They    may  probably  be  ' 
ruined  by  prohibiting  the  retail  of  their 
rum  in  Great  Britain ;  biit  gentlemen  say, 
ve  may  gfve  them  a  ilill  compensation  th'e  ' 
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next  session ;  which  to  me  seems  the  same 
as  if  1  should  say  to  a  man,  I  must  now 
knock  your  brams  out,  but  next  year  I 
will  do  something  to  bring  you  to  life 
again.  For  God*s  sake,  Sir,  let  us  consi- 
der the  unfortunate  case  of  many  of  our 
sugar  islands,  whose  whole  subsistence 
depends  upon  the  sale  of  that  moiety  of 
their  rum,  which  we  are  by  this  bill  to  de- 
prlve  them  of.  The  produce  of  their 
whole  present  crop  of  sugars,  and  the  other 
moiety  of  their  rum,  may  be  necessary  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  their  next  year's 
crop;  and  if  we  disappoint  them  in  the 
sale  of  what  they  designed  for  subsisting 
their  families,  they  m.ust  break  in  upon 
the  stock  necessary  for  producing  another 
crop ;  by  which  means  every  sugar  plan- 
ter, who  is  not  beforehand  with  the  world, 
must  necessarily  be  undone.  This  I  am 
persuaded  will  be  the  case  of  most 
of  our  small  planters,  and  in  them  we 
know  the  strength  of  our  sugar  islands 
consists;  though  the  regulations  we  are 
next  year  to  make  may  be  a  compensa- 
tion to  tliose  wjio  can  stand  the  shock. 
There  is  no  pretence  for  saying  that  the 
use  of  rum'  when  made  into  punch,  for 
o  e  year  longer,  will  destroy  the  health 
or  morals  of  the  people  of  Great  Britam, 
therefore  why  should  we  do  an  injury 
to  our  sugar  planters,  till  we  are  ready 
to  grant  them  a  proper  redress?  Why 
should  we  prevent  the  sale  of  their 
rum  in  Great  Britain,  till  we  have 
made  such  regulations  as  may  enable 
them  to  sell  it  to  advantage  at  some 
other  market. 

We  are  told.  Sir,  that  our  sugar-planters 
might  sell  their  rum  much  cheaper,  and 
yet  have  a  considerable  yearly  profit  from 
their  several  plantations ;  but  l  wish  that 
sort  of  reasoning  had  been  founded  upon 
facts  known  to  the  House ;  for  I  believe, 
if  we  were  to  examine  our  sugar-planters, 
they  would  give  us  strong  reasons  for  con- 
vincing us,  that  in  their  present  circum- 
stances it  is  impossible  to  sell  their  su- 
gars or  rum  cheaper.  We  all  know 
how  dear  living  it  is  in  our  sugar- 
islands,  what  taxes  they  pay,  and  what 
monstrous  prices  they  give  for  their  slaves, 
and  for  every  thing  else  necessary  for  the 
production  of  sugars :  we  likewise  know 
at  what  a  cheap  rate  both  sugars  and  rum 
are  sold  upon  the  spot  where  they  are 
produced,  and  if  we  compare  the  expence 
and  the  profits  together,  the  impossibility 
of  selling  clieaper  will  fully  appear,  it 
certainly  would  be  au  advanta^^e  to  the 


nation,  to  enable  our  sugar-planters  to  sell 
their  rum  at  foreign  markets  rather  than 
in  Great  Britain ;  but  it  is  not  the  price 
the  poor  planters  sell  it  at,  which  prevents 
its  bemg  sold  in  foreign  markets ;  it  is  the 
wise  regulations  we  have  made  here  at 
home ;  for  we  seem  to  have  taken  care  to 
prevent  its  being  in  their  power  to  dispose 
of  their  rum  at  any  foreign  market:  in  the 
first  place,  their  rum  must  be  all  landed  in 
Great  Britain,  before  it  can  be  carried  to 
any  foreign  market  in  Europe ;  so  that  it 
must  be  charged  with  double  freight  and 
double  coinmissioiL,  besides  porterage, 
wharfage,  and  several  other  small  items 
upon  the  importation  and  exportation, 
all  which,  upon  such  a  cheap  and  such 
a  bulky  commodity,  must  amount  to 
more  than  the  value  of  Ihe  prime,  cost  : 
and  in  the  next  place  we  know  that,  in 
order  to  make  rum  palatable,  it  must 
be  kept  in  a  good  cellar  for  several 
years  ;  now  there  are  but  few  of  our  plan- 
ters can  spare  to  keep  their  rum  by  them, 
nor  would  it  be  proper  to  keep  it  in  those 
hot  climates  :  and  yet  by  obliging  our  mer- 
chants at  home  to  paj'  the  hign  duties  upon 
it  soon  after  its  landing,  We  render  it  im- 
possible for  most  of  them  to  keep  it  till  it 
is  fit  for  any  market ;  or  if  some  of  them 
do,  the  interest  of  the  duties  upon  it  at 
home  rises  so  high,  that  it  becomes  impos- 
sible to  sell  it  to  advantage  at  any  foreign 
market.  Both  these  disadvantages  might 
be  very  easily  removed ;  and  when  this  is 
done  we  may  perhaps  make  free  with  our 
home-consumption  of  that  liquor ;  but  till 
then  I  am  convinced,  the  putting  a  stop  to 
our  home-consumption,  will  be  running 
the  risk  of  ruining  intirely  our  sugar  colo- 
nies. 

It  is  said,  Sir,  that  upon  our  prohibiting 
the  retail  of  punch,  our  people  will  M 
naturally  into  the  drinking  of  fine  ale, 
stron  gbecr,  and  home-made  wines.  I  wish 
it  may  be  so :  and  I  am  convinced  the 
putting  a  stop  to  the  use  of  spirituous  li- 
quors, will  increase  the  consumption  of 
beer  and  ale,  though  this  has  been  denied, 
or  at  least  much  dpubl^d  of,  by  the  same 
gentlemen  in  a  former  debate  on  this  Bill; 
but  as  for  most  of  our  punch-drinkcrs,  they 
are  generally  the  better  sort  of  our  people, 
and  most  of  them  will  foil  into  the  drink- 
ing of  foreign  wines,  which  consunq>tion 
will  not  be  confined  to  the  wines  of  Portugal 
only;  for  the  Spanish  and  Itah'an  wines 
will  certainly  come  in  for  a  share,  as  weD 
as  French  clarets.  As  for  our  home-made 
wine^  tlie  use  of  them  will  never  become 
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so  general  as  the  use  of  punch  ;  and  unless 
this  happens  to  be  the  case,  our  sugar- 
colonies  will  suffer  in  the  consumption  of 
their  sugars  as  well  as  their  rum. 

1  will  allow  that  by  prohibiting  the  re- 
tail of  punch,  some  little  addition  will  be 
made  to  the  consumption  of  our  home- 
made wines ;  but  1  am  convinced  the  chief 
addition  will  be  to  the  foreign  wines,  which 
must  necessarily  be  a  great  disadvantage 
to  the  nation,  though  it-  will  be  a  double 
advantage  to  the  Civil  List ;  for  that  reve- 
nue will  be  considerably  increased  by  the 
great  number  of  new  wine-licences,  that 
will  of  course  be  taken  out,  every  shilling 
of  the  duties  upon  which  belongs  to  the 
Civil  List ;  and  it  will  besides  get  a  great 
deal  more  by  the  consumption  of  wine, 
tliAn  it  could  have  ever  got  by  the  con- 
sumption of  rum  made  into  punch  ;  for  as 
one  bottle  of  good  rum  made  into  punch,  will 
go  as  far  as  four  bottles  of  wine ;  and  as 
the  Civil  List  gets  at  least  I6d.  by  the  con- 
sumption of  four  bottles  of  wine,  and  but 
9d.  or  lOd,  at  most  by  one  bottle  of  rum 
made  into  punch,  the  Civil  List  will  be  a 
double  gainer  by  this  change  of  liquors. 
It  is  true,  a  considerable  addition  has  al- 
ways been  made  by  adulteration  to  foreign 
wines  afler  they  are  imported,  so  that  we 
cannot  suppose  the  Civil  List  will  get  id, 
by  every  bottle  hereafter  to  be  consumed : 
but  then  if  the  drinking  of  punch  be  con- 
tinued, we  cannot  reckon  that  the  Civil 
List  could  get  9d.  or  10^.  by  every  bottle 
of  rum  made  use  of,  because  great  quanti- 
ties of  punch  have  always  been  made  of 
rum  run  in  without  paying  duty ;  and  the 
quantity  of  punch,  made  from  such  liquors, 
will  always  be  at  least  equal  to  the  quan- 
tity added  by  our  wine-coopers  to  foreign 
wines  after  importation. 

The  clause  now  offered  is,  in  my  opinion. 
Sir,  drawn  up  so  cautiously,  that  it  is  idl- 
possible  to  make  any  handle  of  it  for  evad- 
ing the  law.  The  punch,  to  be  retailed  by 
this  clause,  must  be  mixed  with  two  third 
parts  water  at  least,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Duyer, .  and  must  not  be  retailed  in  a  less 
quantity  than  one  pint,  or  at  aless  price  than 
after  the  rate  of  5s,  per  gallon:  it  will 
therefore  be  impossible  to  sell  any  spiri- 
tuous liquor  under  the  name  of  punch,  un- 
less it  be  mixed  with  two  third  parts  wa- 
ter; and  the  not  allowing  it  to  be  sold  at 
a  less  price  than  5s,  per  gallon,  or  in  a  less 
quantity  thaiKone  pint,willprevent  tippling 
as  much  as  possible.  To  pretend  that  the 
frauds  cannot  be  discovered,  because  the 
drinkers  will  always  be  parties  to  the  eva- 


sion, is  an  objection  that  will  hold  equally 
strong  against  every  clause  in  the  Bill ;  for 
the  drinkers  must  be  parties  to  every  fraud 
that  can  be  committed,  and  yet  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  that  they  will  generally  be  the 
informers :  nay,  eveiji  with  respect  to  re- 
tailing of  gin,  it  may  safely  be  sold  and 
drank  in  a  private  corner,  without  any 
danger  of  discovery,  unless  the  drinkers 
themselves  become  informers. 

The  bill  now  before  us  may  indeed.  Sir, 
very  properly  be  called  an  experiment :  It 
is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  boldest  experiments 
in  politics  that  was  ever  made  in  a  ^ee 
country  :  and  seems  as  if  intended  to  try 
the  submission  and  obedience  of  our  peo- 
ple: even,  though  the  clause  now  pro- 
posed be  added,  like  Saul,  it  will  ruin  its 
thousands ;  but  if  this  clause  be  not  added, 
like  David,  it  will  ruin  its  ten  thousands ; 
and  if  by  this  bill  our  sugar-trade  should 
be  destroyed,  it  will  ruin  the  whole  nation 
at  last.  1  truly.  Sir,  make  no  question,  but 
that  the. bill  will  be  found  to  stand  in  need 
of  some  amendments  in  the  very  next  ses- 
sion ;  I  do  not  know  but  a  great  part  of  it 
may  then  be  repealed ;  but  as  for  that  part 
of  it  which  relates  to  the  Civil  List,  I 
doubt  much  if  it  will  ever  be  in  our  power 
to  get  it  repealed :  I  am  convinced,  that 
before  next  session  it  will  be  found  neces- 
sary to  alter  the  whole  scheme  of  this 
Bill,  and  to  contrive  some  new  method  for 
preventing  the  excessive  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  among  our  common  people ;  but  in 
the  mean  time  thousands  of  our  people 
abi^ad  and  at  home  will  be  utterly  undone : 
And  as  such  persons  cannot  be  recovered, 
nor  receive  any  benefit,  by  those  altera- 
tions we  may  then  think  proper  to  make,  I 
am  for  preventing  the  spreading  of  this 
desolatioa  as  much  as  possible,  and  there- 
fore am  for  adding  the  clause  now  pro- 
posed. 

The  question  nfras  then  put.  Whether 
the  above  clause  be  addea  to  the  bill; 
which  passed  in  the  negative,  by  203  to 
98. 

April  20.  Tlie  said  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passc'd  without  a  divisioii ;  and  sir 
Charles  Turner  was  ordered  to  carry  it  up 
to  the  Lords. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commons  on  tJie  Mort- 
main Bill.^2     The  Master  of  the  Rolls^ 


•  "  This  bill  took  its  rise  from  several  inci- 
dents that  had  lately  happened,  by  which  heirs 
at  law  had  suffered  considerably  by  injudicious, 
ostentatious,  dispositions  of  their  lands  to  cba- 
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(sir  Joseph  Jekyll,)  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bi|l  to  restrain  the  Disposition  of 
jLanqs,  whereby  the  same  became  un- 
alienable ;  which  was  accordingly  sranted, 
and  the  Master  ot  the  Rolls,  Mr.  Ord, 
Mr.  Glanville,  and  Mr.  Plumer,  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  ^bring  in  the  same. 
Tliifi  bill  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  Master  of  die  Rolls,  on  the  10th,  and 
being  received,  was  then  read  a  first,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time.  Next 
day,  tlie  House  ordered  the  said  Bill  to  be 
printed,  and  it  was  read  a  second  time  on 

ritable  and  other  uses;  and  other  instances 
(particularly  one  Mr.  Mitchel,  who  was  goings 
to  lea?e  a  very  \2Lrge  estate  in  land,  to  one  of 
the  universities)  it  was  judged  convenient,  for 
many  reasons,  to  put  a  stop  to  so  growing  an 
evil.  The  principle,  upon  which  this  bill  was 
founded,  that  of  not  suffering  lands  to  go  into 
mortmain  or  dead  hands,  had  been  long  a  fa- 
vourite principle  with  the  English  Commons. 
But  the  two  universities  took  the  alarm,  and 
sent  up  petitions  against  it.  Several  other  pe- 
titions, were  presented  again3t  the  bill,  while  it 
depended  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  very 
little  regard  was  paid  to  them,  and  it  passed  the 
Commons,  by  a  majority  of  176  against  73. 
It  met,  however,  with  some  difficulties  and 
great  debates  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
'  **  Lord  Cower,  who  was,  at  this  time,  a  lead- 
ing man  in  the  party  of  the  old  high-chorch 
interest,  as  it  was  understood  in  the  reign  of 
qaeea  Anne,  moTed  for  an  instruction  to  be 

g'iven  to  the  committee,  to  recetve  a  Clause  io 
voor  of  tlie  Universities,  with  regard  to  giv- 
ing them  liberty  to  exchange  the  small  Uymg^ 
they  were,  or  might  be,  possessed  of,  for  others 
of  a  greater  value ;  so  as  the  nuniber  of  advow- 
sons,  in  the  possession  of  any  colleore,  might 
never  exceed  the  number  prescribed  by  tlic  mil. 
The  skme  instruction  had  been  moved  for  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  rejected,  as  it 
was  now  in  the  House  of  Peers,  thousrh  sup- 
ported stienuousty  by  lord  Bsthurst,  tBc  earls 
of  Abingdon,  Strafford,  and  others,  whowef^ 
looked  upon  as  leaders  in  the  hi^b-c^urcli  or 
tory  party.  'I^everal  other"  alteration js  and 
amendments  were  moved  for,  but  disagreed  to. 
The  troth  is,  atl  men  of  sense  thought-that  the 
madness  of  bequeathing  lands  in  mortmain,  had 
already  g(»ne  too  far,  even  with  regaixl  to  cha- 
rities of  a  k'gal  institution,  and  that  therefore  it 
was  high  time  to  tesltrain  it.  The  lord  Hard- 
wick,  however,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  bill,  as 
it  then  stood,  might  affect  purchases  made  by 
charities,  though  a  valuable  consideration  had 
been  paid  for  them.  He  therefore  proposed  a 
clause,  providing,  « That  nothing  herein  be- 
fore mentioned,  relating  to  the  sealing  and  de- 
livery of  any  deed  er  deals,  twelve  calendar 
months  at  least  before  the  death  of  the  grantor, 
or  to  the  ti-ansfer  of  any  stock,  six  calendar 
months,  before  the  death  of  the  grantor,  or  per- 


the  lltb,  and  cpmmitt^  to  a  Committee 
of  tl^e  vifhole  House. 

March  25.  A  Petition  pf  the  Cbancellor^ 
Masters  and  Scholars  of  the  Universi^  of 
Cambridge,  was  presented  tp  the  House 
and  read^settuig  forth, 

'<  Thatthe  University,andthe9everalc(d- 
leges  therein,  were  founded  and  endowedfor 
the  maintaining  fit  persons  in  the  study  of 
useful  knowledge,  and  the  bringing  up  y  out^ 
in  learning,  virtue  and  religion  :  and  ^lat 
they  had  hitherto  piirsued  tho£^  ends  with 
great  industry  and  success ;  and  M^  vnmy 
excellent  books  had  been  written  by  the 
members  thereof  for  the  service  of  EeligiqQ» 
and  piany  useful  discoveries  and  gjceat  im- 
proveipents  made  in  arts  and  sciences ;  ai)4 
that  many  of  tlie  nobility  and  gentry,  ha4 
by  their  academical  education,  been  so  wdl^ 
fitted  for  jthe  service  of  the  church  and 
state,  as  to  have  proved  the  ornament^  an4 
supports  of  both  ;  and  that  the  university 
had  at  a^  times  before  been  thought  wortjiy 
of  the  countenance  of  the  legislature,  9xm 
continually  favoured  by  persons  qf  a)) 
orders  ana  degrees,  eminent  fcH*  wisdom 
and  public  spirit ;  and  that,  if  the  Bill  to 
restrain  alienations  of  lands  should  passintp 
a  law  without  aipendment,  it  would,  as  the 

son  making  such  transfer,  shall  ^^ctend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  any  purchase  of  ju^y 
e^te  in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or 
any  transfer  pfanystoc|:,  to  be  miadereiilVy 
and  bona  fide,  for  a  full  and  valuable  consterna- 
tion {^;tua^y  paid,  at  or  before  the  ip^iogsoclf 
conveyance  or  transfer,  without  fraud  or  collu- 
sion.* 

"  Some  lords,  who  were  very  sanguine  for 
the  bill,  went  so  far  as  to  say,  *•  that  &e  above 
clausp  would  defeat  the  whole  intention  of  it, 
by  giving  rise  fo  coUnsion;  because  a  party 
may  sell  an  estate,  and  tbf  mopey  may  be  ac- 
tually paid  for  it ;  but  it  is  in  the  piM'ty  *s  power 
to  Icav^  the  money,  at  his  de^th,  to  th^  oor^ 
ration  of  charity,  who  shall  purchase  it^*  Bu( 
in  answer  to  this,  it  was  argued,  *  that  th^  y^* 
lidity  of  the  purchase  must  depend  upon  th^ 
bbna'fidc  intention ;  and  should  any  such  col- 
lusion appear,  it  could  not  come  within  the  de* 
scription  of  the  clause.  It  was  likewise  thought 
unreasonable,  and,  indeed,  unjust,  to  reiser 
void  all  bargaips  and  transfers,  if  the  gcantor  or 
transferer  should  i^ot  survive  bis  deed,  t^  ^c4 
for  twelve,  and  th^  other  for,  six  calef^dy 
months ;  after  the  money  had  ^een  actiu^j 
imid  by  the  purchasing  body  politic,  md  per- 
haps was  irretiievahle  by  the  purcuasets.* 
The  provision  therefore  was  admitted,  and 
made  part  of  the  bill ;  which,  after  soqae  other 
less  material  debi^tcs,  passed  with  the  amen^)- 
ments,  and  receured  the  royal  assent"  Tin- 
dak 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


,0n4he  Jiffnatmm  J^iB. 


ffims^ijueoees  en^Uy  prejucUosd  to  itb#iii  At 
Ib^  -time,  2flii  jfOttdi  wore  isp  in  iime  $o 
C0Kae,)becau9e  it  would,  UL  a^ettmeAsiure, 
present  all  donations  to. supply prcisent  or 
tUtu^  .deficienci^,  or  for  any  other  wise 
and.gircatipurpofes,  how^usefiil  and  neces- 
sary aoever  ibey  might  be  thought ;  and 
that  a  conaiderable  p^rt  pf  their  menue 
gntfejirom  annuities  and  other  obtain  pay- 
inent^  issuing  out  of  jands  and  other  es- 
tates; and'tbat  many  of  those  payments 
baviogbeen  fixed  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
^h^s  ftnd  still  continuing  invaidably  the 
aame,  were  then,  by  tibe  great  fidl  of  monej 
•ince  that  tinie,  sunk  f  o  &r  below  their 
c^iginal  value,  as  to  be  insufficient  to  ^- 
^,er  the  .purposes,  for  whioh  they  are  de- 
signed :  and  jthat  several  keaddiips  wece 
ujqjder  l^,  son^e  under  IQQl*  per  ann.  and 
that  the  salaries  of  Bome  professorships 
^vei^  uoder  50^.  per  ann.  and  others,  as 
those  of  Botaay,  anatomy  and  cbri^ianity, 
bad  no  endowment  at  all ;  and  that  ibe  in- 
come xxf  much  the  greatest  part  of  their 
^aUowshifis  waa  under  sixl^,  of  many  under 
forty,  of  aome  so  low  as  thirty,  and  twenty, 
^nd  i^emx  pounds  per  ann^  and  that  many 
oftbetrscboWahipsandexhibitionaamouat- 
ed  not  to  above  aix,  four,  and  three  pounds 
per  ann.  and  that  some  were  even  under 
those  smaU  siuns ;  and  that  many  poor 
studenU  had  neither  acholar^p  nor  exhi- 
bition to  fadp  towards  their  mamt^iance  ; 
wA  tiMt  the  number  of  advowsonsin  most 
colleges  ^aa'  very  small  in  proportion  to 
th^  number  of  fellows:  and  therefore  pray- 
ii^  the  House  to  except  that  universi^, 
jind  the  several  colleges  th^ein,  out  df  the 
paidPiU." 

Which  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  said  Bill  was  com-^ 
mitted, 

March  96.  A  Petition  of  the  Chancellor, 
Masters  and  Scholars  of  the  University  of 
Oxford,  in  behalf  of  ^emsebres  and  the  se- 
veral coHegea  and  halls  within  the  said  uni- 
versity, was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

<<  That  the  Petitioners  i^prehended, 
that  by  the  Bill  then  depending  before  the 
House,  to  restrain  the  dispositions  of  lands, 
wherry  the  same  become  unalienable,  and 
tiheir  successors  might  be  deprived  of 
the  assistance  of  fUture  benefactions  and 
the  charitable  donations  of  such  as 
might  be  disposed  to  promote  the  pious 
intentions,  fer  whic^  that  ancient  uni- 
xeisity  was.  founded ;  and  that  t^Q  petip 
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ticaoiQis  ivereby  their  oonatstotton  'entirely 
foimded  in  -charity,  4U|d  must  •ever  ce»- 
tinue  to  depend  upon  it;  and  that  notwith- 
standing the  large  benefeotioBS  with  whioh 
they  h^beenformerly  endowed,  yetmanj 
of  the  societies  were  eo  meanly  provided 
for,  -that  4he  pious  designs  of  theirfoun^m 
must  remain  imperfect,  without  futuee  be- 
nefactions, whicn  had  been  feund  by  kuig 
experience  to  rise  by  such  slow  degrees, 
that  the  petitioners  hqped,  ^t,  when  their 
case  was  duly  considered,  they  wotdd  jiot 
be  thought  to  be  within  any  of  the  general 
mischi^  that  might  arise  from  aUenationa 
in  Mortmain ;  and  that,  as  their  preseot 
possessions  were  inconsider^ile  in  jnespeot 
to  the.^eat  number  of  pecsons  that  wece 
maintamed  out  o£  them,  and  that  as  the 
donations  they  then  enjoyed,  as  well  aa 
those  they  might  a£kerwaras  receive,  must 
be  solely  appropriated  to  the  advancement 
of  region  and  learning;  for  thesereaaonB 
they  hoped,  that  no  difficulties  or  disooo- 
ragements  would  be  put  m  the  way  «f 
thosa,  whose  pious  and  charitable  inten- 
tions migbt  dis}>ose  them  to  give  their  as- 
sistance towards  rendering  the  univeaBsity 
in  general,  as  well  as  the  several  societiea 
of  it,  more  instrumental  in  promoting  those 
great  and  neceissary  ends  ;  and  t£iit  the 
petitioners  therefore  hoped,  they  should  be 
exempted  from  the  restraints  mentioned 
in  the  Bill ;  or  that  they  should  meet 
with  such  relief  from  that  House,  as  to  the 
House  should  seem  meet." 

Which  Petiti<m  was  likewise  referred  to 
the  Committee. 

March  31.  A  Petition  of  the  Govemois 
q{  the  Charity  for  relief  of  the  Poor  Widow* 
and  Children  of  Clergymen,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read ;.  setting  forth, 

<<  That  by  letters  patent  of  kms  Charles 
2,  the  petitioners  were  constituted  a  corpo- 
tion,  for  relief  of  the  poor  widows  and 
children  of  clei^vmen,  and  made  capaUe 
in  the  law,  to  take  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  not  exceeding  the  yearly 
value  of  2,000^.  and  also  goods,  duittds, 
and  things  of  what  nature  and  quality  so- 
ever, and  to  alienate  and  dispose  of  the 
same;  which  capacity  was  enlarged  by  lus 
late  Majesty  king  George  1,  to  3,000^.  a 
year  more,  and  that  the  instituticm  of  that 
charity  hsd  been  so  well  esteemed,  and 
supported  by  so  many  pious  and  well  dis- 
posed persons,  that  tjie  petitioners  had^fer 
divers  years  past,  been  able  to  make  a  dis- 
tribution of  SL  a  year  to  above  800  widows 
of  very  poor  clerg3rmen,  and  to  put  out 
mai^  of  their  childi^ea  yearly  to  uaaftd 
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trades,  who  otherwise  must  have  been  bur- 
^hensome  to  their  respective  parishes,  and 
their  children  less  useful  to  the  Conunon- 
wealth,  an  account  whereof  had  been  an- 
nually printed  and  published;  and  that  the 
objects  of  that  charity  were  far  more  nu- 
merous, than  the  petitioners  could  provide 
for,  out  of  their  certain  annual  revenues, 
and  casual  benefactions,  their  ccrUu'n  an- 
nual revenues  not  exceeding  3,000/.  a 
year ;  and  therefore,  as  that  charity  was  so 
well  founded,  and  for  so  good  purposes, 
and  that  corporation  restrained  from  ac- 
cepting lands  beyond  5,000/.  a  year,  and 
those  alienable  in  the  discretion  of  the  pe- 
titioners, praying,  tliat  that  corporation 
might  be  wholly  excepted  out  of  the  bill 
then  depending  in  that  House,  for  re- 
straining the  dispositions  of  lands,  where- 
by the  same  became  unalienable,  or  tliat 
such  provision  might  be  made  thereby, 
that  that  corporation  might  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits intended  them  by  the  said  royal  grants, 
and  that  the  same  might  be  preserved  to 
them,  to  the  full  extent  thereof.*^ 

No  motion  being  made  for  referring  this 
Petition  to  the  Committee,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 
I  April  2.  A  Petition  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Bounty  of  queen  Anne,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
clergy,  was  i5rescnted  to  the  House  and 
read;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  said  governors  were  made  a 
body  corporate  by  her  late  majesty  queen 
Anne,  in  the  3d  year  of  her  reign,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  parliament,  impower- 
ing  her  to  settle  upon  them  the  revenue  of 
the  first-fruits  and  tenths,  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy, 
and  to  make  rules  and  orders  for  the  re- 
gular administration  of  the  same,  by  which 
statute  licence  was  given  to  all  and  every 
person  or  persons,  by  deed  enrolled,  in 
such  manner,  and  within  such  time,  as  was 
directed  by  the  statute  made  in  the  27th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  8,  for  enroll- 
ment of  bargains  and  sales,  or  by  last  will 
or  testament  duly  executed,  to  grant  to 
the  said  corporation  and  their  successors, 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods 
and  chattels,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  said  act ;  which  corporation  had  also 
thereby  full  capacity  to  purchase,  take,  and 
enjoy  any  money,  lands,  tenements,  goods 
and  chatties,  without  any  licence  or  writ 
*  ad"  quod  damnum,*  the  statute  of  Mort- 
main, or  any  other  statute  or  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  after- 
wards, m  pursuance  of  me  powers  granted 


by  the  said  statute,  divers  rules  and  orden 
were  settled  and  confirmed  by  her  said  late 
Majesty,  under  the  great  seal ;  by  some  of 
which  rules  an(^  orders,  the  augmentationg 
to  be  made  were  directed  to  be  by  way  d 
purchase,  and  not  by  way  of  pension ;  and 
the  stated  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  each  cure,  was  limited  to 
200/.  to  be  invested  in  a  purchase,  at  the 
expence  of  the  corporation ;  and  the  said 
governors  were  empowered  to  give  the  said 
sum  of  200/.  to  cures  not  exceeding  S5^ 
per  ann.  (which  sum  was  afterwards,  by 
the  authority  of  king  George  1,  extended 
to  50/.  per  ann.)  where  any  persons  would 
give  tlie  same  Or  greater  value  in  lands  or 
tithes;  and  such  governors  were  directed, 
every  year,  between  Christmas  and  Easter, 
to  cause  the  accoimt  of  what  money  ther 
had  to  distribute  that  year,  to  be  audited, 
and  when  they  knew  Uie  sum,  public  no- 
tice was  directed  to  be  given,  that  thej 
had  such  a  sum  to  distribute  in  so  mmj 
shares,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to 
apply  those  shares  to  such  cure»  as  wanted 
the  same,  and  were  by  the  rules  of  the 
corporation  qualified  to  receive  them, 
where  any  person  would  add  the  like  or 
greater  sum  to  it,  or  the  value  in  lands  or 
tithes  for  any  particular  cure ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  apprehended,  that  by  the  bill 
then  depending  before  tfie  House,  to  re- 
strain the  dispositions  of  lands,  whereby 
the  same  became  unalienable,  the  rights 
and  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  said  act, 
and  by  the  rules  and  orders  made  in  pur- 
suance tliereof,  might  be  greatly  affiwied,^ 
if  some  proper  provision  should  not  be 
made  to  prevent  it;  and  therefore  praying 
that  a  clause  ot  clauses  might  be  added, 
whereby  the  said  rights  and  powers  might 
be  secured.** 

After  reading  this  Petition,  amotion 
was  made  and  seconded,  for  ordering  it  to 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  said  Bill  was  com- 
mitted ;  and  the  same  being  opposed,  after 
pretty  long  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
and,  upon  a  division,  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  143  to  95 ;  whereupon  the  Petitioa 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Cable. 

The  same  day  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  House  upon  the 
said  Bill,  and  made  some  progress,  Mr. 
Gibbon  being  in  the  chair;  ^er which, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Gibbon  reported  firom  the  Committe^ 
that  Uiey  had  made  some  progress  in  we 
Bill,  and  had  directed  him  to  move,  that 
they  mi^t  have  leave  to  sit  again;  where- 
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upon  it  was  resolved,  that  the  House 
would,  upon  Monday  then  next,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  consider  further  of  the  said  Bill. 

April  7.  The  Committee  having  gone 
through  the  Bill,  they  reported  the  Amend- 
ments they  had  made  to  it,  when  the 
House  should  please  to  receive  the  same ; 
and  on  the  7th,  A  petition  of  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Grey-coat  hospital  in 
Tothill-fields,  of  the  royal  foundation  of 
queen  Anne,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  lorth, 

"  That  by  letters  patent,  dated  the  19th 
day  of  April,  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign 
of  the  late  queen  Anne,  the  petitioners 
were  constituted  a  corporation,  and  made 
capable  inlaw  to  take  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments,  not  exceeding  the 
yearly  value  oC  2,000/.  and  also  goods, 
chatUes,  and  things -of  what  nature  or 
value  soever,  for  the  benefit  of  such  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret, 
Westminster,  as  from  time  to  time  sTiould 
be  admitted  into  the  said  hospital ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  had  for  several  years 
past,  been  enabled  to  maintain,  cloath,  and 
teach  a  considerable  number  of  poor  chil- 
dren of  both  sexes ;  and  had,^  from  the 
time  of  the  first  foundation  of  the  said 
hospital,  placed  out  above  500  children  ap- 
prentices, some  to  the  sea-service,  and 
others  to  useful  trades,  husbandry  and 
housewifery;  and  that  the  children  then, 
and  many  years  past,  were  many  more  in 
number  than  the  petitioners  could  provide 
for  by  the  yearly  subscriptions  and  collec- 
tion joined  to  tho. certain  annual  revenues 
of  the  said  hospital,  which  together  at  that 
time,  did  not  exceed  700/.  a  year ;  so  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  casual  and  generous 
beneiactions  the  petitioners  had  received 
by  the  bequests  of  several  pious  and  well- 
disposed  persons,  they  could  not  take  so 
many  poor  children  mto  their  care  and 
Qjrotection,  to  be  maintained,  clothed,  and 
instructed;  and  therefore,  in  consideration 
the  annual  revenue  belonging  to  that  hos- 
pital was  of  so  small  a  value,  praying  that 
that  coiporation  might  be  excepted  out  of 
the  Bill  then  depending  in  that  House, 
for  restraining  the  dispositions  of  lands, 
whereby  the  same  become  unalienable,  or 
that  such  provision  might  be  made  thereby, 
that  the  benefits  intended  them  by  the 
grant  of  their  royal  foundress,  might  be 
preserved  to  them  in  their  full  extent.'^ 

Which  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ta))le. 

April.8.  A  Petition  of  the  trustees  of 
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the  several  charity  schools  within  the  cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  borough  of 
Southwark  and  bills  of  mortality,  in  be- 
half o(^  upwards  of  5,000  poor  children 
cloathed  and  educated  in  the  said  schools, 
and  also  in  behalf  of  all  other  charity 
schools  in  this  kingdom,  for  the  education 
of  the  children  of  the  poor  in  the  principles 
of  the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  setting  torth : 

"  That  if  the  Bill  then  depending  in  that 
House,  to  restraui  the  Dispositions  of 
Lands,  whereby  the  same  become  unalien- 
able, should  pass  into  a  law  without  amend- 
ment, it  would  prevent  many  charitable 
donations  for  the  promotion  of  the  said 
schools,  which  were  so  far  from  having 
any  large  endowments  in  land  or  money, 
that  very  few  had  so  much  as  a  schooU 
house ;  and  that,  as  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions did  not  equally  and  regidarly  answer 
the  constant  ^expences,  the  trustees  in  se- 
veral places  have  been  obliged  to  reduce 
the  number  of  their  children,  and  in  others 
the  schools  had  been  entirely  laid  down, 
for  want  of  means  to  support  them ;  and 
representing  to  the  House  the  great  use- 
fulness of  those  schools ;  and  alledging, 
that,  during  the  continuance  thereof,  the 
petitioners  have  placed  out  upwards  of 
17,000  children,  within  the  said  bills  of 
mortality,  to  appreuticeships  in  the  lower 
trades,  and  to  menial  services,  whereof 
about  one  half  had  been  put  out  to  such 
services,  besides  near  400  bound  to  the 
sca-seryice;  and  therefore  praying  the 
House  to  except  the  said  charity  schools 
out  of  the  said  Bill,  or  to  grant  them  such 
other  relief  as  to  the  House  should  seem 
meet," 

This  Petition  was  likewise  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

The  same  day,  the  Bill,  with  Amend^ 
ments,  was  ordered  to  be  ingrossed;  and 
on  the  15th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
a  motion  made  for  its  being  passed,  which 
occasioned  some  debate;  but  upon  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  upon  a  division 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  176  to  72; 
and  Mr.  Gibbon  was  ordered  to  carry  the 
Bill  to  the  Lords,  and  desire  their  concur* 
rence. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Mortmain 
Bili.2  The  Mortmain  Bill  was  read  a 
first  time  in  the  House  of  Lords,  a  second 
time  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  5th  of  May, 
the  said  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee upon  the  same,  when  the  chief  d«- 
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bat^  happened  both  in  rdation  to  die' 
ineritMifthe^ill.in  general,  and  in  relation 
to  the  seTCral  particular  clauses.  Before 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Com* 
mittee 

The  Lord  Gonoer  moved  for  an  instruc- 
tiiHi  to  receive  a  clause  in  favour  of  the 
universities,  much  of  the  same  nature  with 
ttoit  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  respect  to  the  giving  them  a  liberty  to 
exchange  the  small  livmgs  they  were,  or 
might  be  in  possession  of,  for  others  of  a 
greater  value,  so  as  the  number  of  advow- 
sons  in  the  possession  of  any  college, 
might  never  exceed  the  number  prescribed 
by  the  Bill ;  in  which  he  was  supported  by 
th&  lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  of  Abingdon, 
the  earl  of  Straftord,  &c.  but  upon  the 
question's  being  put,  it  waa  carried  in'  the 
negattve.  Afler  the  House  had  resolved 
itself  into  the  Committee, 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  took  notice  that 
the  words  *  to  uses  called  charitable  uses' 
ia  the  Preamble,  seemed  to  cast  some  sort 
of  reflexion  upon  those  charitable  fomyda^ 
tions  which  had  bcfen  lately  ettabiished, 
none  of  whioh,  he  hoped,  their  lordships 
would  look  on  as  a  public  mischief,  and 
therefore  he  proposea  leaving  them  out, 
in  which  he  was  seconded  by  the  earl  of 
Abingdon;  and  the  bishop  of  Sftti^Miry^ 
but  this  Amendment  was  disagreed  to, 
btcaase^ome  of  the  late  tlisposidons  made- 
to  such  foundations^  seemed  to  be*  a  little 
extravagant,  and  even  the  foundations 
themselves,  if  they  hdd  not  already,  might 
very  soon  become  a  public  mischief. 

Tlie  Bishop  of^  Sdubury  likewise  todc 
notice,  That^  by  some  words  in  the -first 
eaaeting  clause^  the  chariti^le  foundation 
called  queen  Anne's  bounty,  which  he- 
hoped  was  looked  on  by  all  their  lordships 
as  a  most  useful  and  necessary  foundation, 
woold  be  disabled  even  firom  taking-  any 
sum  of  money  or  other  personal  estate-; 
fcnrby  that  clause,  as  it  then  stood^  no 
sum  of  money,  or  other  personal  estate 
whatsoever,  to  belaid  out  m  the  purchase 
of  lands,  could  be  given  by  will  to  any 
charitable  use  whatsoever ;  aoid  as  that  so- 
ciety, by  their  own  rules  and  orders,  were 
obliged  to  ettpl<^  aH  smns  of  money  left 
to  them  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  he  was 
afiiud,  that  every  legacy  left  to  them  by 
witt^- would  be  within  the  restraining  worcb 
of  thai  clause;  there^Mre  he  hoped  some 
eicvknatory  words -weudd  be  added  in  be* 
hav^f  that  society ;  bu|;  this  was  likewise^ 
disasreedtov 

Xh^Lord  JftftvMcilrtook  notice  TlUi^ 
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the'  general  words  in  thle*r(AtnMng  cktts^ 
might,  in  some  cases,  aflRM  pu^hases  for 
a  valuable  considerditkm,  thet^ore  he  mov- 
ed, that  the  following"  Proviso  should  be 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  viz. 

<  Provided  always,  that  nothing,  herein 
before  mentioneo,  relating  to  the  sealing 
and  delivery  of  any  deed  or  deeds,  twelve 
kalendar  months  at  least  before  the  death 
of  the  grantor,  or  to  the  transfer  of  anj 
stock,  six  kalendar  months  before  the 
death  of  the  granter,  or  person  makmg 
such  transfer,  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  purchase  of  any 
estate  in  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, or  any  transfer  of  any  stock,  to  be 
made  really  and  bona  fide  for  a  full  and 
valuable  consideration  actually  paid,  at 
or  before  the  making  such  conveyance 
or  transfer,  without  fraud  or  coUusma.' 

Thiswas  objected  to  by  some  lordi,  tf 
being  unnecessary,  and  as  it  would  aferd 
a  handle  for  evacung'  the  law ;  for  as  con- 
veyances  of  land^estatet  miefat  be;  acciml- 
ing'to  Uie  laws  of  this  kingdottf ,  nude  \sf 
personS'on  their  death-bM^itwouldbeete^ 
for  any  charit^le  corporation  or  body  po- 
litic, to  pay  a  'full  and  valuable  considm- 
tion  in  ready  money,  at  or  beforfetheTrtlr- 
ing  of  any  sueh'deatii4)ed  conveyance  or 
transfer,  and  at  the'  saime  time  to  hare  a 
will  made,  ii^etiebjr  th^  sum  so  paid  should 
be  left  them  by  way  of  legacy,  which  wouM 
be  a  good  bequest ;  and  with,  that  legacy' 
the  body  politic  might  replace  the  money 
which  they  had  laid  outupon  the  purchase: 
but  it  being  the  general  opinion,  that  sudf 
a  conveyance  and  bequest  would  be  inter- 
preted^ as  made'by  fraud  or  coDusion,  in 
order  to  evade  the  lawj  and  would  not 
therefore  be  wMun  the  proviso;  and  it 
being  thought,  thtf  it  wt>uid  be  a  great 
hardship  upon 'aH  bodies  politic;  to  make 
void  every  ptnrchaseor  transfer  they  codd 
afterward  -make  or  receive,  m  case  the 
granter,  or  person  who  made  the  transfer, 
should,  by  accident,  die  within  a  twdrc- 
month  after  such  purc^e,  or  within  fix 
kalendarmonths  after  sudi  transfer,  eva 
though  reidlyfand  banajfdt  mode  for  a  fen 
and  valuable  consideration,  paid  at  or  be- 
fore the  maldng  of  such  purchase,  or  traijf 
fer,  therefore  it  was  a^eed,  that  the  Pro- 
viso offered  shoidd  be  mserted,  and  made 
part  of  the  Bill.  ■ 

The  Committee  went  afterwanistfatwgn 

the  Bill,  and  ordered  then-  Amendments 
to  be  reported  to  the  House;  andacc(l^ 
dingly,  on  the  IHh,  thSfc^  lor*  W«w^f 
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their  chairman,  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  when  a  proposition  was  made  to 
leave  out  at  the  latter  end  of  the  first 
enacting  clause,  these  words,  viz.   *  And 

*  unless  the  same  be  made  to  take  effect 

*  in  possession  for  the  charitable  use  in- 
f  tended,  immediately  from  the  making 

*  thereof,  and  be  without  any  power  of 

*  relocation,  reservation,  trust,  condition, 
'  limitation,  clause  or  agreement  whatso* 

<  ev^r,  for  the  benefit  of  the  donor  or 

*  ffranter,  or  of  any  person  claiming  under 

<  him.'  This  occasioned  a  pretty  lone 
debate,  the  substance  of  which  we  shaO 
give  in  the  argument  upon  the  Bill  in  ge- 
neral ;  but  the  question  being  at  last  put. 
Whether  those  word^  should  stand  as  part 
of  the  Bill,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinna- 
tive;  and  the  amendment  made  by  the 
Committee  being  agreed  to,  the  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  r^  a  third  time :  which  was 
accordingly  done  on  the  ISth,  and  the 
Bill  passed  without  a  division ;  but  the 
following  temporal  Lords  entered  their 
Protest,  without  giving  any  reasons,  viz. 
Abingdon,  Beaufort,  Oxford  and  Morti- 
mer, Montjoy,  Northampton,  Litch- 
field, Straftbrd. 

The  Arguments  for  the  Bill  were  as 
follow: 

My  Lords;  As  the  landed  interest  of  this 
kinffaom  has  always  been  our  chief  support 
agamst  foreign  enemies,  and  the  great 
bulwark  for  defending  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  aeainst  the  attempts  of  ambitious 
encroachmg  power,  theremre  it  has  always 
been  reckoned  a  most  necessary  and  a 
fundamental  maxim  of  our  constitution, 
not  to  allow  any  great  share  of  our  landed- 
interest  to  be  vested  in  societies  or  bodies 
politic,  either  sacred  or  profane:  this 
niaxin\  appears  to  be  co-eval  with  our  mo- 
narchy, and  it  is  expressly  established  by 
the  great  charter ;  for  though  grants  or 
alienations  of  lands  to  religious  houses 
only,  be  thereby  prohibited,  yet  this  pro- 
hibition was  founded  upon  the  general 
maxim,  and  religious  houses  only  were 
then  mentioned,  because  alienations  to 
them  was  at  that  time  the  only  transgres- 
sion of  this  maxim,  which  had  been  felt  or 
complained  of;  but,  in  the  very  next 
reign,  in  the  seventib  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  great  Edward  1,  this  defect  was  sup- 
plied ;  and  by  an  express  statute  alienations 
of  lands  to  any  body  politic  whatsoever, 
were  forbidden,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  the 
same :  nay,  so  sensible  was  that  wise  Icing 
of  the  necessity  of  this  maxim,  that  by 
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the  said  statute  it  is  enacted,  that  no  body 
politic  shall  presume  to  appropriate  to 
themselves  any  lands  or  tenements  by  any 
artful  or  evasive  method  whatsoever;  and 
of  such  consequence  was  the  alienation  of 
lands  in  Mortmain,  thought  of  old,  that 
by  one  of  our  old  statutes,  the  writ  <  ad 
quod  Damnum,'  for  alienating  lands  in 
Mortmain,  was  ordered  not  to  be  granted 
but  upon  Petition  in  full  Parliament. 

It  IS  true,  my  Lords,  our  ancestors  had 
several  reasons  for  preventing  the  aliena- 
tion of  lands  in  Mortmain,  which  do  not 
subsist  at  this  day.  We  are  not  now  in 
any  danger  of  having  our  lands  swallowed 
up  by  an  ambitious  and  avaricious  clergy, 
therefore  we  need  not  provide  so  strongly 
against  our  lands  passing^  into  their  hands. 
'Die  defence  of  the  nation  does  not  now 
so  much  depend  upon  our  militia  or  mili- 
tary tenures,  therefore  the  safety  of  the 
nation  cannot  be  brought  into  so  great  dan- 
-ger  by  a  multiplicity  of  such  grants :  and 
as  our  lands  are  all  now  held  by  socage  te- 
nure, neither  his  Majeilty,  nor  any  inferior 
lord  under  him,  can  be  so  much  injured 
by  such  a  grant :  but  there  is  another  rea- 
son which  then  subsisted,  which  now  sub- 
sists, and  which  will  always  subsist ;  for  if 
a  great  part  of  the  land  estates  of  this  king- 
dom should  ever  come  to  be  possessed  by 
corporations  or  bodies  politic,  it  might  be 
of  tne  most  dangerous  consequence,  both 
with  respect  to  our  security  against  foreign 
invasions,  and  with  respect  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights  and  privileges ;  be- 
cause it  is  certain,  that  a  man  who  has  in 
his  own  person  a  particular  right  to  any 
land  estate,  which  he  may  transmit  to  his 
posterity,  will  be  more  daring  and  active 
m  the  defence  of  that  right  against  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  and  more  jealous  of  arbitrary 
power  by  which  that  right  may  be  made 
precarious,  than  we  can  su}^ose  any  man 
will  be,  who  has  a  right  in  the  lands  only 
as  alessee,  or  as  a  member  of  a  corporation. 
This,  my  Lord'  to  me  will  always  be  a 
strong  reason  lor  looking  with  a  jealous 
eye  upon  the  growing  property  of  corpo- 
rations in  the  lands  of  this  kingdom :  ttiis 
I  take  to  be  now  one  of  the  chief  reas<ms 
for  not  allowing  any  bodies  politic  to  pur- 
chase lands  without  the  King's  licence; 
and  while  our  laws  continue  as  they  stand 
at  present,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  power 
of  granting  such  licence  will  be  made  us« 
of  with  ^reat  circumspection. 

As  this  power  has  not  yet  been  too  fiir 
extended,  as  we  are  certain  no  wrong  or  ' 
unwise  use  will  be  made  <tf  it  during  hii 
[4C] 
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present  Mi^esty's  reign,  therefore  it  is  not 
yet  abfolntefy  necefsary  to  subject  it  to 
any  restraint;  but,  my  Lords,  thei^is  an 
evil  lately  grown  up;  an  evil  not  founded 
upon  our  ancient  constitution,  but  an  evil 
vmichtook  its  rise  from  our  having  departed 
about  two  centuries  ago,  from  the  com- 
mon law  of  this  kingdom.  I  mean  the  li- 
berty of  gtanting  or  devising  all  sorts  of 
land  estates.by  tnll,  and  even  upon  death- 
bed, not  Only  to  the  disappointment  and 
disherison  of  a  man^s  natural  and  lawful 
heirs,  but  to  th^  prejudice  '6f  ihe  common 
^od  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  contradiction 
to  that  ancient  maxim,  which  forbids  thf 
granting  or  alienating  any  lands  in  Mort- 
main. Happy  was  it  for  tills  nation,  and 
for  many  great  families  in  diis  kingdom, 
that  no  man  had  such  a  liberty  in  the  times 
of  popery  and  superstition;  for  if  men 
could  have  then  granted  their  estates  by 
mil,  we  should  never  have  had  such  an  ar- 
ticle as  I  have  mentioned  in  Magna  Charta 
nor  any  law  against  Mortmain,  we  should 
never  nave  had  a  reformation,  nay,  I  doubt 
much  if  we  should  have  had  a  layman  of  a 
land^estate  in  England :  but  lucluly  for  us, 
we  did  not  think  of  this  alteration  of  the 
common  law,  till  the  reformation  was  not 
only  begun,  but  pretty  fiur  advanced,  and 
those  monasteries  and  religious  orders  dis- 
folved,  who  had  been  for  ages  the  taxerii 
of  every  dyin^  man's  will,  and  the  terror 
of  all  his  rehitions. 

We  know,  my  Lords^  that  this  19>erty 
of  devising  land-estates  by  wSl,  was  forst 
established  by  a  statute  of  the  82d  of  Hen- 
ry 8th,  wYdda  was  explained  and  enforced 
by  another  statute  of^the  S4th  and  S5th  of 
that  kmg's  reign*  However,  b^  these  two 
statutes  there  were  some  restraints  laid,  or 
rather  left,  upon  granting  or  alienating 
land-estates  by  will;  for  a  man  was  allowed 
to  devise  but  one  third  part  of  his  lands 
held  by  knights  service,  and  there  is  an 
express  exception  made  with  respect  to 
bodies  politic  or  corporate:  so  that  no  man 
could,  by  these  statutes,  devise  a  land- 
estate  to  any  body  politic  or  corporate,  no 
not  even  wiui  the  King's  Kcence ;  but  both 
these  restramts  are  ndwin  agreat measure 
removed;  for  all  tenures  having  been,  by 
an  act  of  the  12th  of  kbg  Charles  2, 
turned  into  free  and  common  socage,  a 
man  may  now  devise  by  wiU  all  his  fee- 
simnle  lands  if  he  pleases;  and,  by  an  act 
of  tne  2d  of  queen  Anne,  any  person  may 
by  will  devise  his  whole  landC-^ttate  to  the 
corporation  for  die  bounty  of  queen  Anne, 
and  they  are  enabled  to  tifce  and  enjoy  the 


same,  without  any  licence  or  writ  ad  quod 
damnum.  So  tlmt,  with  respect  to  thk 
corporadon,  every  man  may  upon  his 
death-bed,  and  even  in  his  last  momenti, 
devise  his  whole  land-estate,  not  onhr  to 
the  disappointment  and  disherison  or  his 
natund  and  lawful  heirs,  but  to  the  preju- 
dice of  what  was  of  old  thought  to  be  ihm 
common  good  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  con* 
tradictionto  that  andent  maxim,  whidi 
forbids  the  granting  or  alienating  any  lands 
in  Mortnuun,  without  a  writ  ad  quod  dam'* 
ftteryt,  which  formerl]^  could  not  be  granted 
but  upon  a  petition  in  frill  Parliament. 

So  carefrd,  my  Lords,  were  our  ancea* 
tors  in  preventing  the  lands  of  this  kingdnm 
from  coming  into  the  hands  of  oorporatioiia 
or  bodles'polide,  ecclesiastical  or  laj,  sols 
or  aggregate,  that  grants  or  alienations  ot 
lands  to  any  person  or  persons  in  trurt,  and 
for  the  use  of  such  bodies,  are  declared 
toid  by  a  statute  of  the  15th  of  Ridiard 
2,  and  by  ti  statute  of  the  2Sd  of  Houry  8, 
all  grants  and  alienations  of  Umds,  to  any 
person  or  persons,  in  trust  for  any  super- 
stitious use,  are  declared  to  be  utteriy 
void.  But,  of  later  times,  we  have  fiMind 
out  a  sort  of  use  called  a  diarbaUe  use^ 
for  the  benefit  of  which  a  man  may  die- 
nate,  grant,  or  devise  hb  lands ;  so  that  aa 
the  law  stands  at  present,  though  a  man 
cannot  devise  his  lands  to  any  corporatioiia 
except  that  for  the  bounty  of  queen  Anne^ 
jret  he  may  now  upon  his  dea^-bed,  and 
even  in  his  lart  moments  devise  his  whole 
hmd-estate  to  any  person  or  persona  m 
trust,  for  the  benefit  of  any  duuritaUe  use 
he  pleases  to  appoint* 

How  we  have  come,  my  Lords^  hi  these 
later  ages,  to  establish  so  unbounded  a 
,  liberty  of  devismg  land-estates  by  w31,  and 
in  Mortmain-too,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I 
am  sure  it  is  iiAconsistent  with  Ae  anciem 
maxuns  of  this  kingdom,  and  with  the  Iswe 
now  subsisting  in  most  countries  of  Eu- 
rope ;  for  in  Scotland  no  man  can,  as  yeS« 
grant  or  devise  any  land-estate  by^  inU  ; 
and  in  Wales,  the  uberty  of  din>oni^  of 
estates  by  will  was  so  mudi  connned,  thei 
they  could  not,  by  their  last  w91  or  testa- 
ment, freely  dispose  of  their  goods  uid 
•chattels,  tOl  an  act  was  nade  in  tiie  7di  and 
8th  years  of  the  rdgn  of  his  late  raajes^ 
king  William  for  jtnat  purpose.  Though 
this  unbounded  liberty  may  be  attmided 
with  some  convemences^  yet  I  am  per- 
suaded, it  often  subjects  Ayktg  persons  to 
great  trouble  and  solicitatkm,  so  that  many 
of  them  have  been,  and  many  may  b^ 
obliged  to  purchase  die  prhribge  of  | 
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ii^  Iheir  last  moments  in  ease  and  qiuet, 
at  the  eiq^nce  of  their  natural  heirs ; 
which  I  must  cbU  an  injustice  done  to  a 
man's  next  relations,  if  they  have  never 
been  guilty  of  any  toing  to  oeserve  being 
diirapoii^ed  of  that  expectation  they  are 
jnsltfy  entided  to  by  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  it  is  certain  that  more  law-suits 
halve  npnmg  from  this  fountain,  than  from 
any  other  regulation  in  the  whole  body  of 
the  hwirs  of  Enghmd:  this  injustice  and 
mcoAvenience  are  most  emphatically,  as 
well  as  pr^ieticallvy  taken  notice  or  by 
the  gieat  C6k»,  m  his  r^narks  up<m  the 
two  statutes  of  Henry  Q,  I  have  mention- 
td ;  where  having  taken  notice,  that,  by 
lhe.eommon  law,  no  hmds  or  tenements 
were  devirable  by  any  last  will  and  testa- 
BMBt;  ^teiinow  (says  iie)  since  Littleton 

<  wrete,  by  the  statutes  dT  32  and  34  Hen- 
1 17  8^  lands  and  tenements  are  generally 

<  devjnble  by  the  test  will  in  writings  or  the 
*■  testament  of  the  tenant  in  fide-simple^ 
!  whereby  the  ancient  common  law  is  al- 

<  tared^  whereupon  many  di^cult  ques- 
*■  tions,  and  most  conuRonly  disherison  of 
^  heirs'  (when  the  devisors  are  pinched  by 
the  messengers  of  death,  he  might  have 
added,  some  other  sorts  of  messengers) 
*  do  arise  and  happen/'  From  these  words 
we  may  judge,  taat  that  great  man  did  not 
much  mprove  of  those  two  statutes;  and 
if  he  had  been  alivie  at  this  day,  I  am  con- 
Yinced  he  would  have  much  less  approved, 
ef  the  statute  made  in  the  2d  of  queen 
Anne,  which  I  have  already  taken  notice 

I  am  very  fiur,  my  Lords,  fixmi  disap- 
]^oving  of  ml  charitable  foundations,  or  of 
all  donations  to  charitable  uses,  either  by 
will  or  by  deed;  but  I  am  convinced,  that 
our  charitable  foundations  may  become  too 
nmnerous,  and  that  some  of  those  we  have 
already  established,  may  become  too  rich 
^d  extodsive,  especially  if  the  unlimited 
power  of  giantmg  licences,  first  vestM  in 
tiie  crown,  by  the  statute  of  the  7th  and 
8th  of  the  bte  king  William,  be  not  cau- 
^usly  and  moderately  used.  However, 
as  no  wrong  use  has  yet  been  made  of  that 
power,  as  there  is  no  apjpearance  or  sus- 
picion that  a  wrong  use  wul  be  made  of  it, 
there  is  therefore  no  present  occasion  for 
laying  anj^  restraint  upon  it,  or  for  laying 
any  restraint  i^n  those  donations  wnich 
aremad#  to  corporations  or  charitable  uses^ 
by^men  in  ftdl  health  and  vigour,  and  to 
tfuce  place  immediately  upoa  the  executing 
<tf  the  writings  fior  that  purpose;  JMitasfor 
these  donationi  vUch  are  made,  by  wiltt 
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or  by  any  deed  in  the  nature  of  a  wilL 
and  not  to  take  pkce  till  after  the  death^ 
the  donor,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  isliigh 
time  for  us  to  re-assume  the  maxin^of  our 
ancestors,  by  restraining  Uiis  testamentary 
power  with  irespect  at  least  to  land-estates ; 
Sw:,  by  the  qpecious  pretence  of  chari^^ 
the  solicitations  of  those  who  are  interested 
in  charitable  foundations,  and  the  pride 
and  vani^  of  donors,  it  is  to  me  highly 
probable,  that  too  great  a  part  of  theland^ 
m  this  kingdom  may  soon  come  to  be  in 
inortmain,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  nation 
in  general,  and  to  the  ruin  or  unjust  disaiH 
pointment  of  many  a  man's  poor  reia* 
tions ;  for  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  man'a 
heirs  at^law  have  some  sort  of  natural  riffht 
to  succeed  after  hisxdeath,  at  least  to  his 
land-estate,  unless  they  have  ifbrfeited  thati 
natural  right  by  some  sort  of  unnatural 
^behaviour;  and  I  cannot  think  it  any 
charity  in  a  man  to  give,  even  to  the  most 
charitable  use,  that  which  he  cannot  in 
himselfeither  possess  or  enjoy:  Uie  giving 
of  any  such  charity  I  shall  always  h^  oa^ 
rather  as  an  act  of  injustice  towards  the 
heir  at  law,  than  as  an  actof  charity  in  the 
donor  ;Jyand  as  the  giving  of  land-estates  ia 
such  a  manner,  is  contrary  to  the  ancient 
maxims  of  the  kingdom,  and  may  be  o£ 
dangerous  consequence  to  the  public,  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  prevented^  This  ia 
what  is  intended  by  the  bill  now  before  uv 
and  therefore  I  am  most  hear^  for  its 
being  passed  into  a  law* 

The  Answer  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

My  Lords;  That  we  have  very  ancient 
and  very  strong  laws  against  granting  or 
alienating  lan£  in  Mortmain,  is  what  I 
shall  not  deny,  nor  have  I,  at  present,  any 
occasion  for  so  doing;  but  the  chief  rea- 
sons for  enacting  t&se  laws  were  such'  aa 
do  not  now,  nor  I  h(»e  fever  will  again  sub* 
sist  in  this  nation.  We  Imow,  tmit  whilof 
Popery  was  established  in  this  country,  all 
the  lands  which  the  priests  regular  or  se*^ 
cuUr,  could  once  get  possession  of,  became 
not  only  unaliename,  nut  were  in  a  manner 
torn  qS  from  the  commcmwealth,  and  dis- 
membered, jM  it  were,  from  the  body  of 
the  sode^ ;  for  they  were  rendered  for 
ever  free  ntmi  public  taxes,  or  from  being 
obliged  to  contribute  any  thing  towarcU 
the  safety  or  defiance  of  the  kinsdmn ;  and 
as  the  priests  were  more  propeny  the  sub- 
jects of  .the  pope  of  Rome,  tlian  of  the 
km^  of  En^umd,  every  eidar^ement  of 
their  possessions  was  an  encreasu^  of  the 
power  of  a  fi»reiga  prince,  in  mt  yery 
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bowels  of  the  kingdom.  This  was  the 
chief  and  the  strongest  reason  for  pre- 
senting the  alienation  of  any  lands  to 
them ;  and  there  was  another  reason  of  a 
private  nature,  which  was  good  against 
alienations  either  to  lay  corporations  or 
ecclesiastic :  I  mean  the  damage  that  might 
accrue  by  alienations  in  Mortmain,  to  the 
lords  of  whom  those  lands  were  held ;  for 
the  lord  was  thereby  for  ever  deprived  of 
all  those  profits  and  services  which  were  or 
might  become  due  to  him  by  the  nature 
of  the  tenure;  but  as  neither  of  these 
reasons  now  subsist,  as  no  lands  alienated 
in  Mortmain  can  now  be  freed  from  any 
of  the  public  taxes,  and  as  no  private  man 
can  suner  by  any  such  alienation,  we  have 
not  so  great  cause  to  guard  against  aliena- 
nations  in  Mortmain. 

I  shall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  a  man  who 
has  a  particular  right  to  a  land-estate, 
which  he  may  transmit  to  his  posterity, 
will  probably  be  more  concerned  about  Uie 
preservation  of  that  right,  than  about  pre- 
serving a  right  which  he  has  in  lands,  only 
as  a  member  of  a  corporation ;  but  every 
man,  who  has  a  concern  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  corporation,  has  some  property 
of  his  own,  and  the  preservation  of  that 
l^operty  will  make  him  as  daring  and  ac- 
tive a^;amst  a  foreign  enemy,  and  as  jealous 
of  arbitrary  power,  as  his  nature  and  consti- 
tution will  adn^it,  which  is  all  that  could  be 
expected  of  him,  were  he  the  proprietor  of 
those  lands,  in  which  he  has  only  a  right  as 
a  member  of  a  corporation ;  so  that  if  all 
the  lands  in  England  were  in  the  possession 
of  corporations,  I  believe  the  people  would 
be  as  ready  to  defend  themselves  against  a 
foreign  enemy,  and  as  tenacious  of  dieir 
liberties  and  privileges  as  they  are  at  pre- 
sent: And  as  for  our  religious  corpora- 
tions, besides  the  concern  which  every 
member  must  have  for  preserving  the  pn- 
vate  property  he  possesses,  if  he  has  any  re- 
gard for  the  religion  he  professes,  he  must 
have  a  more  than  ordinary  concern  for  pre- 
serving the  nation  against  foreign  inva- 
sions, and  for  preserving  our  happy  con- 
stitution ;  for  by  the  success  of  any  roreign 
invasion,  the  established  religion  woidd 
certainly  be  destroyed,  and  it  would  be  in 
a  very  precarious  situation,  if  it  should 
ever  come  to  depend  upon  the  variable 
will  of  an  arbitrarv  prince :  from  whence  I 
must  conclude,  that  neither  the  safety  of 
the  nation,  nor  the  preservatiots  of  our 
constitution,  is  much  concerned  in  pre- 
venting the  alienation  of  lands  in  Mort- 


The  only  reason  I  can  suggest  to  nnndf 
for  restraming  the  alienation  oi  lands  in 
Mortmain,  is,  lest  any  one  particular  cor- 
poration  shoidd,  by  getting  a  great  deal  of 
land  in  their  possession,  become  so  power* 
ful,  as  to  be  able  to  prescribe  laws  to  tbs 
whole  kingdom ;  and  1  am  sure  there  is  not 
at  present,  a  corporate  bodv  in  the  king* 
dom  from  which  any  such  fumcer  is  to  m 
apprehended;  nor  can  such  a  danger  arise 
in  any  time  to  come,  while  our  present  kiwi 
against  alienations  in  Mortmain  coatinus 
in  force ;  for  as  no  corporate  body  can 
purchase  or  hold  a  greater  Quantity  of  land 
than  they  are  now  entitled  to  purdiate, 
without  a  new  licence  from  the  crovm,  it 
will  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  purchasing  of  more 
lands  by  any  particular  corporation,  when* 
ever  it  shall  be  thought  proper ;  wludi  we 
may  assure  ourselves  the  crown  will  al- 
ways do,  long  before  any  such  corporate 
body  arrives  at  a  dangerous  pitch  of  richef 
and  power.  With  respect  therefore  to 
alienations  of  land  in  Mortmain,  I  can  see 
no  reason  for  any  new  law  against  theoi, 
or  for  laying  any  further  restraint  upon 
them. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  r^ard  to  the 
granting  or  devismg  lands  by  wOl,  it  is 
certain,  that  by  several  late  statutes  a 
much  mater  latitude  is  allowed  m  dist 
way,  Sian  was  allowed  by  the  commoa 
law ;  but  we  very  well  know  the  two  duef 
reasons  why  no  such  devises,  except  with 
respect  to  burgage  tenures,  were  allowed 
by  the  common  law.  The  first  proceeded 
from  the  nature  of  our  ancient  tenures; 
for  as  all  our  lands  were  granted  to  mea 
and  their  heirs,  for  certain  services  to  be 
performed  to  the  lord  or  granter,  it  was 
thought  necessary  the  land  should  descend 
to  the  heir,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form  those  services  to  his  lord ;  so  that  the 
first  grant  was  looked  on  as  a  sortof  entail, 
for  the  tenant  in  most  cases  could  not  so 
much  as  alienate  the  lands,  even  in  his 
life-time,  without  the  consent  of  the  lord ; 
the  nature  of  the  tenure  therefore  disabled 
him  from  disposing  of  his  foe  without  the 
consent  of  his  lord,  and  if  he  had  time  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  his  lord,  forgraotii^ 
his  fee  to  any  other  person  except  htt 
next  heir,  it  was  as  easy  for  him  to  do  it  by 
deed  as  by  will;  for  which  reason,  whils 
things  continued  in  that  situation,  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  to  siveany  man  a  power 
to  dispose  of  his  land-estate  by  wi]l,efen 
though  he  should  obtain  his  lord's  consent 
for  so  don^    Tbe  ^her  mio^  P** 
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ceeded  from  the  nature  of  the  Pq>ii^  re- 
ligion ;  for  in  all  countries  where  that  re- 
ligion ii  established,  the  monks  and  friars 
insidiously  watch  the  last  moments  of 
every  dying  person,  in  order  to  terrify  Inm 
into  the  giving  great  legacies  to  theur  re- 
spective fraternities ;  and  as  some  of  the 
tenets  of  that  religion  are  most  artfully 
adapted  for  making  men  very  generous  to 
the  church  in  their  last  moments,  the  law- 
givers of  thb  country,  as  well  as  most 
other  countries,  took  care  that  it  should 
not  be  in  the  poyrer  of  those  priests  to 
make  themselves  the  heirs  as  well  as  exe- 
cutors to  any  dying  person. 

But  now,  my  Lords,  both  these  reasons 
are  removed  i^om  this  happy  kingdom ;  and 
therefore  I  think  the  natural  r^^t  a  man 
has  to  dispose  of  his  own,  at  what  time  and 
in  what  manner  he  thinks  most  proper, 
ought  to  take  place.  It  is  certain,  that  a 
power  to  dispose  of  a  man^s  estate  at  his 
death,  in  such  manner  as  hem^rthen  think 
best,  is  a  great  incitement  to  industry  and 
frugality,  and  consequently  a  great  encou- 
ra^m^at  to  trade  in  every  country  where 
it  IS  established ;  and  we  may  observe,  that 
the  trade  and  riches  of  this  kingdom  has 
increased  more  in  the  two  centuries  since 
this  natural  right  wbs  restored,  thmi  it  did 
in  many  ages  before.  It  is  a  power  that  is 
coveted  by  every  man,  because  when  he 
has  any  estate,  and  a  power  to  dispose  of 
that  estate  by  will,  while  he  lives  he  may 
expect  to  meet  with  a  proper  regard  and 
attendance,  both  from  his  next  relations 
and  all  those  who  happen  to  be  near  him ; 
whereas,  take  this  power  from  him,  and  he 
may  very  probably,  in  his  last  sickness  or 
extremity,  be  neglected  by^  his  next  heirs, 
and  despised  by  all  his  servants.  For  this 
reason,  if  you  lay  any  restraint  upon  a 
man's  disposing  of  his  land-estate  by  will, 
it  will  certainly  prevent  many  from  lB>yme 
out  any  part  of  their  money  upon  land, 
which  will  of  course  sink  its  value ;  for  the 
value  of  lands,  as  well  as  of  every  other 
commodity,  depends  much  upon  the  num- 
ber of  buyers  that  happen  to  be  in  the 
market.  Even  our  ancestors,  my  Lords, 
notwithstanding  the  dangers  and  the  ap- 
prehensions th^  were  under  from  the  in- 
sidiousness  of  ropish  priests ;  yet  so  sen- 
sible were  they  that  this  power  of  dis- 
posing of  our  estates  bv  whI,  was  an  en- 
couragement to  trade,  that,  by  the  customs 
of  an  our  trading  towns,  and  wherever  the 
tenure  would  a£nit  of  it,  even  lands  were 
devisable  by  last  will :  I  mean  those  lands 
which  wese  held  by  bm^g^ge-tenure;  and 
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thot^h  so:  Edward  Coke  does  seem  to 
throw  some  reflexion  upon  making  other 
lands  devisable  by  will,  yet  we  know  it  to 
be  an  axiom  in  law,  as  old  as  the  common 
law  of  England,  that  *  Interest  republicss 
*  supremahominumtestamentaratahaberi ;' 
which  axiom  that  great  lawyer  has  men- 
tioned  with  a  seeming  approbation.  I 
shall  grant,  that  the  power  of  disposing  of 
a  lancUestate  by  wiU,  may  subject  a  man 
upon  his  death-bed  to  many  solicitations 
and  great  importunities ;  by  which  some 
men  may  be,  in  a  manner,  forced  to  dis- 
appoint their  natural  heirs,  though  this 
last  I  believe  seldom  or  ever  fa^pens, 
except  where  such  heirs  have  been  guihy 
of  some  misbehaviour,  or  at  least  of  some 
imprudence ;  but  there  is  no  convenience 
in  this  life  without  some  inconveniences 
attending  it:  The  possession*  of  a  great 
estate,  or  of  great  power,  subjects  a  man 
to  many  solicitations  and  much  trouUe, 
jet  no  man  would  give  up  a  ^reat  estate, 
m  order  to  avoid  such  solicitations,  and 
very  few  would  refuse  to  accept  of  a  great 
employment,  because  of  the  trouble  at-* 
tending  it.  If  this  argument  were  good, 
against  leaving  it  in  a  man's  power  to  dis* 
pose  of  his  land-estate  by  will,  it  would 
likewise  be  a  good  argument  against  leav- 
ing it  in  his  power  to  dispose  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  by  testament,  and  therefore  it 
might  be  said,  we  ought  to  return  to  the 
ancient  Wds)i  law,  which  was  aboUriied  by 
an  act  of  the  late  king  WiUimn.  In  the 
same  manner,  if  the  multi^icity  of  law- 
suits oc;casioned  by  devises  of  land,  could 
be  a  good  argument  against  admitting  of 
any  such  devises,  it  woiUd  likewise  be  a  good 
argument  against  admitting  of  any  pro- 
perty ;  because  it  is  certain,  if  there  were 
no  property  there  could  be  no  law-suits^ 
But  the  conveniences  attending  property, 
as  well  as  the  conveniences  attending  the 
free  disposal  of  that  property,  are  much 
greatertnan  the  inconveniences,  and  there- 
fore both  ought  to  be  established  and  pre- 
served in  every  well-regulated  society: 
Nay,  in  most,  I  believe  in  aU  societies,  a 
greater  latitude  has  been  given,  and  more 
ravour  shewn  to  the  disposing  of  estates  by 
will,  than  to  the  disposing  of  estates  by 
deed:  In  this  country  we  know,  that  a 
more  benign  and  favourable  interpretation 
is  put  upon  the  words  of  a  will  than  on 
those  or  a  deed ;  and  persons  under  the 
age  of  21  are  allowed  to  dispose  of  their 
estates  by  will,  though  theyarenot  allowed 
to  dispose  of  them  by  deed;  besides  se^ 
veral  other  privileges  with  respect  to  wilb^ 
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Haviag  duity  my  Lords,  •hewn  that 
Aexe  ii  now  no  dinger  to  be  apprebended 
firomalitiuitioM  in  oiortmain,  or  from  a 
libertj  of  deniog  land-estates  by  wiO,  I 
must  aextbeg  leave  to  take  notice  of  that 
particular  sort  of  devises  which  is  to  be  re- 
sSrainedby  the  Bill  under  our  consideca^ 
tiop  ;  and  here  I  hope  your  lordships  will 
•xoise  me,  tf  I  say  a  £ew  words  in  &vour 
of  charity.  I  am  sure  it  does  not  stuid  in 
need  of  anadyocate  with  any  lord  in  this 
House;  b«t  as  the  Bill  now  before  us  will, 
in  my  opinion,  be  a  great  obstruction  to 
aU  chfuaty  for  the  future,  I  think  myself 
fUiged  to  say  something  in  fixvour  of 
Ibat  amiable  and  usefid  virtue*  To  assist 
tha  widow  ancl  fatherless,  to  relieve  the  un« 
fiMTtonate  and  distressed,  to  give  bl^ead  and 
•mploym^t  to  the  indigent  and  industri* 
IWi,  to  nourish  the  tender  infant,  and  suc^ 
mar  the  helpless  old,  are  actions  in  a  prip 
vate  man,  which  I  am  surei,  will  always 
meet  with  a  general  and  iust  a^^pkuise ; 
and  i£  the¥  are.commendable  in  a  private 
inan,  surely  they  are  not  so  abominiMe 
iriien  performed  b^  the  public,  as  to  de- 
aenw  being  prohibited  by  a  public  law. 
Ontiie  oontmry,  we  find  that  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  in  all  ages,  a  proper  care  of  the 
poor,  and  proper  hospitals  fo^that  purpose, 
has  dways  been  taken  notice  of  as  a  cer- 
tain sign  of  a  wise  and  good  magistracy, 
and  of  a  well-regulated  commonwealtn* 
I  am  surel  have  often  heard  it  told  to  the 
praise  and  honour  of  a  neighbouring  re- 
public, that  a  native  of  their  country  is 
feldom  or  ever  seen  begging  in  the  streets; 
and  but  very  lately  in  ^s  House  I  heard 
great  encomiums  thrown  out  upon  a  cer- 
tain set  of  peoj^e  in  this  kingdom,  for  that 
they  took  a  particular  care  of  their  poor. 
^Ofw,  my  L<vds,  if  it  be  agood  and  md^ 
i^le  thing  in  a  state,  if  it  be  a  good  and 
laiidable  thing  in  any  private  society,  to 
take  4  proper  and  efectual  care  of  their 
poor,  wnat  can  we  think  of  a  law  in  any 
(in^om  for  preventing  its  being  ever  in 
their  power,  m  a  pubUc  way,  either  to 
supply  the  poor,  or  relieve  the  distressed  i 
In  no  country,  in  no  society  can  this  be 
4one,  iq  a  public  way,  without  a  public 
fund  for  that  purpose ;  and  ttie  larger  the 
fund  is,  the  more  e&ctually  and  the  more 
g»ierally  will  the  poor  be  supplied,  and 
ue  distressed  relieved:  Theremre  in  every 
country  and  in  every  society,  th^e  ought 
to  be  son^  such  public  fund;  and  till  that 
fyxA  he^ffrowi^  fuify  sufficient  to  answer 
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the  purposes  de«sed,fliirely  no  mediedi 
ought   to   be  tucen  to 


prevent  itseo* 


We  have,  it  is  true,  iny  Lords^  maay 
and  great  hospkals  in  this  kiagdoo^  biit 
they  are  far  from  bemg  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  desigoed.  To  nourish  and  feed 
our  children,  to  educate  them  in  the  tms 
principles  of  religion  and  morality,  foid  to 
breed  them  up  to  some  trade  or  empimr* 
ment,  by  whu^  th^  may  prorvide  mr 
themsdves,  and  be  usefol  to  society,  an 
duties  incumbent  upon  every  parent;  bat 
when  the  parents  are  dea^  or  rendered 
unable  to  perform  those  duties  So  tfasii 
diildren,  the  children  then  becosoe  the 
children  of  the  Commcmwealth,  and  those 
duties  ought  to  be  performed  by  the  pid>- 
lie  l4etustakeaviewoftfaesever^paiti 
of  this  great,  city,  or  of  any  part  of  tfit 
kingdoip,  and  we  may  see  that  the  hoayi 
tak  we  have  for  poor  children  are  foe  ma 
beinff  sufficient  tor  all  the  poor  childbai 
1^0  liave  no  parents,  or  whose  pasents  am 
unable  lo  provide  for  them.  To  aoppeit 
a  dieoayea  and  decrepid  pareat,  who 
throi;^  apn  mr  infinnity  isnotfble  tapio* 
vide  mr  hunsclf,  is  a  diOy  incmnbent  upon 
his  children^  but  when  he  baa  no  chOdra, 
or  such  as  are  unaUe  to  disdiarge  tittt 
duty,  it  then  becomes  a  duty  upon  the 
pubUc ;  and  though  we  have,  several  has* 
pitals  for  the  old  and  infim,  I  am  sure  tfi^ 
are  far  firom  being  sufficient  for  the  par* 
pose.  In  the  same  manner  we  shall  &id 
that  our  ho^tals  for  sick  and  wounded, 
and  ourluM|iitals  f<»  mad-men  aadideoli^ 
are  far  from  being  sufficient  for  pnmiMaf 
fbr  all  such  objects  of  charity :  and  wiua 
we  find  there  b  such  a  deficiency  in  eveiy 
branch  of  public  charity,  I  nniat  thmkit 
both  undiaritable  and  unwise  to  make  a 
regulation  which  will  very  much  [»evcnt 
the  increase  of  every  one  of  our  pobfio 
charitable  fonds. 

Amons  our  man^  other  ^aritaUefoon- 
dadons,  Ihope  it  wiH  be  granted,  thatte 
public  charity  established  by  her  late  ma- 
jesty queen  Anne^  for  augmenting  tiktb 
maintenance  of  ministeiax»f  the  estabfashed 
church  not  sufficiently  provided  fir,  and 
firom  thence  called*  The  Corporation  for 
*  queen  Anne's  Bounty,'  is  a  necessity  and 
useful  foundation.  Itie  . distressed  smA 
narrow  circumstances  of  many  piona  and 
worthy  bleigymen  ^Ae  church  of  £■(- 
land,.is  an  evil  and  aaeandal  that  has  bam 
often  taken  notice  of,,  and  henrify  oaas* 
pliuned  of;  thereforf^  in-order  to  ptefiia 
acnrafoii^^that  evil^  and  to 
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•caudal  from  die  nattoD,  her  most  gracious 
Mqesty,  bjr  authority  <^aii  act  of  Fu^ia- 
ment,  did  establish  a  corporation,  upon 
whom  she  settled  the  first^fmits  of  all  be- 
nefices spiritual,  and  by  the  same  act  of 
Parliament  any  person  is  enabled  to  grant 
to  the  said  coiporation  any  real  or  per- 
•cmat  estate;  aU  which  they  are  to  apply 
Co  the  augm«[itation  of  the  maintenance  of 
ministers  of  the  churdi  of  England,  hav- 
ing no  settled  competent  provision,  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  will  of  the  bene- 
ftctor,  or  jin  such  manner,  and  according  to 
each  Yiiles,  as  should  be  appointed  by  their 
dbarter :  accordbgly,  divers  rules  and  or- 
ders were  settled  by  her  said  late  Majesty, 
by  some  of  which  rules  and  orders,  the* 
augmentations  to  be  made  were  directed 
to  he  by  way  ef  purchase,  and  not  by  wav 
of  pension ;  and  the  stated  sum  to  be  al- 
lowed for  the  augmentation  of  each  cure, 
was  limited  to  200^  and  the  corporation 
was  empowered  to  give  the  said  sum  only 
to  cures  not  exceeding  S5L  per  annum, 
(which  was  by  authority  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty king  George  1,  enlarged  to  50/.  per 
annum)  but  this  suni  of  200/*  each,  is  nrst 
to  be  Mij^ied  to  those  cnteu  not  exceed- 
ing 50^.  per  ai^um ;  where  any  person  will 
ffive  the  same^  or  greater  sum  or  value  in 
bnds  or  tythes  to  the  same  cure.  Now, 
mv  Lords,  let  us  consider  the  prcmer  fimd 
of  this  charity,  and  the  uses  for  which  it  is 
intended,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  fund 
is  any  way  suffident  for  answering  the  de- 
sign. The  only  proper  fund  they  have,  is 
the  revenue  of  the  nrst-fruits  and  tenths,, 
-  which  was  granted  them  by  the  late  queen 
Anne,  and  which  does  not  amount  to 
I4,00()i{.  a  year ;  the  uses  to  which  this 
ftmd  is  appropriated,  are  the  augmentation 
of  all  the  livings  in  England  under  501,  a 
year;  and  as  it  is  computed  there  are 
above  5,500  such  livings  in  England, 
we  must  conclude  that  it  will  be  above  SOO 
years  before  they  can  make  any  proper 
provision  for  all  those  of  the  clergy,  who 
have  not  a  settled  competent  provisfon^; 
ttid  I  am  sure  every  onc^of  your  lordships 
must  think,  that  it  would  be  a  gr^at  scan- 
dal upon  this  rich  and  opulent  nation,  to 
leave  jnany  of  their  poor  dietgy  almost  in 
a  starving  condition  ror  such  a  great  num- 
ber of  years :  this,  liie  Pariiament  which 
establi^ed  the  coiporation,  seemed  to  b^ 
fully  sensible  of,  ana  ^erefore  they  enabled 
tli^  to  take  donations  in  land  as  well  as 
money;  and  if  we  are  now  of  ^e  same 
sentiments,  we  must  be  of  (pinion,  that  this 
public  ohsdtable  fund,  like  all  the- rest,  is 
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fiur  from  being  sufficient  for  Ae  good  pur^ 
pose  intended. 

It  bein^  thus  apparent,  my  Lords,  that 
every  society  ought  to  support  the  poor, 
and  relieve  the  distressed  members  of  their 
society,  and  it  being  impossible  to  do  this^ 
without  proper  and  sufficient  funds  for  that 
purpose,  therefore  it  is  certain,  that  in 
every  well-regulated  society,  they  will  en^ 
deavour,  as  much  and  as  soon  as  they  can, 
to  establish  such  funds :  and  it  being  like^ 
wise  apparent,  that  no  one  of  our  public 
charitable  funds  is  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  designed,  it  must  be 
inconsistent  with  good  pcSity  at  leaan^  to 
make  any  regulatitm,  which  will  very  mndti 
retard,  if  not  entirely  prevent  the  increase 
of  either  of  them.  That  the  Bill  now  be^  < 
fore  us  will  very  much  retard  the  increasa 
of  any  one  of  our  charitable  funds,  is  evi* 
dent ;  for  it  puts  it  out  of  the  power  ciEsny 
man  to  give  charity  at  that  very  time,  when 
all  men  are  most  apt  to  give  charity,  whidii 
is  when  they  find  tnemselves  drawmff  near 
to  the  ^tes  of  death,  and  begin  to  Se8\pM 
those  riches  and  estates,  which  they  were 
so'fond  of,  while  in  health  and  vigour,  that 
no  consideration  could  prevail  with  them 
to  give  away  the  most  inconsiderable  part ! 
this  of  itself  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a 
very  great  bar  to  the  leaving  of  any  estate 
in  land  to  a  charitable  use ;  but  to  make 
this  prohibition  extend  to  charitable  dona* 
tions  granted  either  by  wffl  or  deed,  by 
persons  in  full  vigour  and  health,  and  to 
ma^e  them  also  void,  unless  made  to  take 
effect  in  possession  for  the  charit2dl>le  uaa 
intended  immediately  from  the  making 
thereof;  and  also,  unless  they  be  made 
without  any  power  of  revocation,  reservah> 
tion,  trust,  condition,  limitatibn,  clause  or 
agreement  whatsoever,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  donor  or  ^ranter,  or  of  imy  perscm  or 

rions  chummg  uncter  him,  wiU  certainlj^ 
an  absolute  bar  to  the  leavmg  of  any 
liaad-estate  to  a  charitable  use;  for  no  man 
wil7ih  his  life-time  grant  away  his  estate  in 
such  amanner,  even  tothemostcharitabti 
use  he  can  think  of;  be^use^  in  case  h» 
did  so,  he  might  come<  to  waht  ehariiy 
hdnself  before  he  died^  which  is  a  danger 
namfloi  will  expose  himself  to ;  and  there>- 
fore,  unless^tiKmwords  be lefl out,  I  shell 
look  upon  1^  BiS,  not  as  a  Bill  to  preverit 
the  granting  of  hmd-estatea  to  charitable 
uses  by  will,  but  as  a  Bill  to  prevent  the 
grmting  of  land-estates  by  will  or  deed,  or 
by  any  manner  of  wayi  to  any  charitable 
use  whatsoever;  and  I  cannot  think  our 
charitable  foimdatums  have  as  yet  posses- 
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•ion  of  8udi  a  quantity  of  land,  at  to  afford 
the  least  shadow  of  reason  for  passing  such 
abilL 

But  Luther,  my  Lords,  with  ren>ect  to 
the  corporation  for  the  bounty  ot  queen 
Anne,  this  bill,  as  it  stands  at  present,  will 
not  only  be  an  absolute  bar  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  land-estate  to  them,  but  I  am 
amud  it  will  be  an  absolute  bar  to  the 
leaving  of  any  legacy  in  money,  or  other 
persomd  estate  to  them ;  for  as  no  sum  of 
money,  or  other  personal  estate,  to  be  laid 
out  or  disposed  of  in  the  purchase  of  lands, 
is  to  be  hereafter  given  to  any  body  cor- 
porate, except  in  me  terms  prescribed  by 
this  bill ;  and  as  by  the  rules  of  that  so- 
ciety all  sums  of  money  given  to  them,  are 
to  be  vested  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  I  am 
afraid  all  legacies  left  to  them  will  be  made 
void,  as  sums  of  money  given  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  purchase  of  lands;  nay,  I  am 
afraid,  if  any  gentleman  should  give  them 
200/L  in  money  for  augmenting  any  small 
benefice  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  should 
die  within  l^  monms  after,  that  the  corpo- 
ration would  be  obliged  to  return  the  200^ 
to  the  eentleman's  executors ;  therefore  I 
hope,  u  this  bill  passes  into  a  law,  some 
words  will  be  inserted,  or  some  clause 
added,  for  explaining  this  point  in  fieivour 
of  the  corporation ;  for  I  hope  we  have 
not  so  far  changed  our  sentiments  with  re- 
gard to  this  corporation,  as  to  make  it  the 
TeBst  favoured,  mstead  of  bein^  the  most 
favoured  charitable  foundation  mEn^and. 

Since  the  charitable  funds  we  have  in 
this  country,  are  not  sufficient  for  the  good 
purposes  intended,  or  for  answering  uiose 
ends  which  ought  to  be  answered  in  every 
well-regulated  society,  I  have  said,  my 
Lords,  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
good  polity,  to  make  any  regulation,  by 
which  the  mcrease  of  those  funds  might  be 
retarded,  or  perhaps  intirely  prevented; 
and'this,  I  think,  I  nave  shewn  will  be  the 
certain  effect  of  the  bill  now  before  us* 
To  this  let  me  add,  that  with  regard  to 
^ood  polity  it  signifies  nothing,  whether 
die  grant  or  donation,  be  a  charity  in  the 
donor,  or  not ;  therefore  we  have  at  pre- 
sent no  occasion  to  eiiquire,  whether  it  be 
a  charity  or  not  in  a  man,  to  give  to  a 
,  charitable  use,  that  which  he  can  no  longer 
possess  or  enjoy.  I  shall  grant,  that  a 
death-bed  chaiity,  or  a  donation  to  take 
place  aflera  man's  death,  has  not  the 
same  merit  with  that  charity,  which  a  man 
gives  away  in  his  own  life-time ;  but  even 
the  former  is  not  without  its  merit ;  for  if 
it  proce^  from  a  regard  for  the  public 
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good,  and  for  the  licmour  of  one's  countrj, 
or  from  a  fellow-feeling  in  the  misfortunes 
of  mankind,  it  is  certainly  highly  com- 
mendable; and  even,  supposing  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  do- 
nor, which  we  ought  not  in  chari^  to 
suppose,  yet  as  long  as  our  charitibie 
foundations  stand  in  need  of  any  increne, 
it  ought  for  the  sake  of  good  politytobe 
encouraged,  in  all  cases  where  no  real  in- 
justice is  thereby  done  to  any  particukr 
member  of  the  society. 

This,  my  Lords,  naturally  leads  me  to 
consider  the  ri^t  which  a  man's  next 
heirs  or  next  reuitions  have,  to  the  estjtite 
he  has  acquired  by  his  industry  and  fruga- 
lity ;  with  regard  to  which,  I  shall  gnmt, 
that  a  man  is  obliged  to  support  his  rela- 
tions under  misfortunes,  and  even  at  hii 
death  to  leave  them  wherewithal  to  sop- 
port  themselves,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
becoming  a  burden  upon  the  public;  butdot 
he  is  obhged  by  any  law  in  the  world,  to 
leave  a  great  and  opulent  fortune  to  eferj 
one,  or  to  any  one  of  them,  is  what  I  be* 
lieve  no  man  will  pretend.  If  a  man  diet 
without  disposing  of  his  estate,  the  law,  it 
is  true,  gives  it  to  his  next  relations,  ac- 
cording to  those  rules,  which  have  been 
established  in  each  respective  countrr; 
but  this  does  not  proceed  from  ai\yript 
which  the  relations  nad  to  that  estate  be- 
fore the  death  of  the  owner,  but  from  a 
presumption,  that  it  was  his  desire  to  hare 
nis  estate  ik>  disposed  of;  for  it  Is  a  qnalitjr 
inseparable  from  property,  that  the  owner 
may  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleases;  andtfaeie- 
fore,  if  a  man's  relations,  or  any.  one  of 
them,  forms,  an  expectation  of  his  estate 
independent  of,  or  contrary  to  his  will  and 
intention,  it  is  an  unjust  expectation,  an 
expectation,  in  which  he  may  disappoint 
them  without  being  guilty  of  the  least  in- 
justice; They  have  no  natural  r^t  to 
any  greater  ^are  of  his  fortune,  than  he 
pleases  to  bequeath  them,  and  Uie  giWnf 
them  any  1^^  rieht,  would  be  the  caose 
of  a  great  deal  of  unnatural  behaviour. 

To  conclude,  my  Lords,  if  a  death-bed 
donation,  or  a  donadon  to  take  pkce  after 
a  man's  d^EOh,  proceeds  ftt)m  a  sincere  re- 
gard  to  the  public  good,  or  ^  true  sense 
of  the  misfortunes  and  distresses  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  it  is  a  real  charity,  and  I 
must  think  it  both  uncharitable  and  un- 
christian, to  prevent  its  being  pantedj 
And  if  it  proceeds  from  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  the  donor,  which  I  hope  it  seldom 
does,  yet,  while  our  charitable  foundations 
stand  m  need  of  any  mcrease,  while  thcrt 
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is  any  object  of  charity  in  the  kingdom 
unprovided  for,  I  must  think  it  inconsistent 
with  good  polity,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  nation,  to  prevent  its 
being  granted :  For  which  reason,  I  must 
be  of  opinion,  that,  as  a  good  Christian, 
«nd  as  a  ^ood  subject,  I  am  obliged  to  give 
my  negative  to  this  bill. 

Tlie  Reply  was  to  this  effect : 

My  Lords;  That  our  ancestors  had  many 
and  strong  reasons  for  preventing  the  alie- 
nation of  lands  in  Mortmain,  is  apparent 
from  the  great  care  that  was  taken  from 
time  to  time,  to  prevent  all  the  artifices 
contrived  for  evading  the  established  laws 
of  the  kingdom ;  for  no  sooner  was  any 
new  artifice  discovered,  than  a  new  law 
made  for  preventing  it  in  time  to  come. 
Wliat  particular  reasons  they  had,  besides 
those  we  now  have,  are  not  of  any  signifi- 
cancy  in  the  present  question ;  bi^^  if  it 
were  necessary,  I  could  shew,  that  the 
particular  reasons  mentioned  could  never 
nave  been  suf^cient  for  such  a  general 
prohibition^  as  we  find  established  by  our 
ancestors,  if  they  had  not  likewise  had 
under  their  consideration  those  general 
reasons  which  now  are,  and  always  have 
been  good  reasons  against  admitting  of 
0uch  uienations:  I  mean  those  reasons, 
which  are  founded  upon  the  security,  the 
aggrandizement,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  general. , 

With  respect  to  the  security  of  the  king- 
dom, it  is  certain  that  this  nation,  as  well 
at  every  other  nation,  has  always  owed  its 
security  against  foreign  invasions,  chiefly 
to  the  landed  men  of  ihe  country,  who 
must  necessarily  be  more  zealous  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  than  persons  pos- 
sessed of  imy  other  sort  of  property;  be- 
cause the  lands  are  always  seized  upon  by 
the  conqueror;  whereas,  with  regard  to 
those  who  are  possessed  of  a  personal  estate 
only,  if  they  escape  the  first  plunder,  they 
are  generally  lefl  in  possession  of  what  for- 
merly belonged  to  them.  Now  I  shall 
grant  that  the  managers  of  corporations 
must  be  possessed  of  some  personal  estate 
of  their  own,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  sup- 
pose, nor  can  it  be  supposed,  that  they  are 
all  possessed  of  land-estates ;  therefore  it 
is  not  to  be  presumed,  they  will  be  so  zea- 
lous in  the  defence  of  their  country,  for 
the  sake  of  preserving  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  corporation,  as  they  would  be,  did 
those  lands  belong  properly  to  themselves; 
and  a  few  indolent  or  luke-warm  managers 
might  prevent  the  corporation's  giving 
[VOL.  IX.] 
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any  proper  assistance  to  their  country, 
even  m  a  time  of  the  utmost  distress.  In 
the  case  therefore  of  a  foreign  invasion,  it 
would  be  of  the  most  dangerous  conse- 
quence, to  have  a  great  part  of  our  lands 
in  the  possession  of  corporations ;  and  in 
the  case  of  any  attempt  upon  our  liberties 
the  consequence  would  be  fully  as  dange- 
rous ;  for  the  history  of  the  great  charter 
upon  which  the  laws  of  Mortmain  are 
founded,  and  many  other  remarkable 
events  shew,  that  our  noble  and  ancient 
families  have  been  the  chief  supporters 
of  our  liberties ;  for  this  obvious  reason, 
because  they  are  always  the  first  sacrifices 
to  t3n-anny;  therefore  it  would  be  most 
ridiculous  to  admit  of  an  unlimited  alie- 
nation of  lands  in  Mortmain,  by  which 
it  might  at  last  become  impossible  for 
us  to  have  a  noble  or  ancient  family  in 
the  kingdom:  besides  we  know  by  ex- 
perience, that  corporations  of  all  kinds 
are  more  easily  managed  and  influenced 
by  a  government,  than  any  equal  num- 
ber 01  individuals;  and  they  have  upon 
all  occasions,  shewed  themselves  less  jea- 
lous, of  those  steps  which  seemed  to 
tend  towards  the  establisliment  of  arbi- 
trary power. 

Another  great  danger  which  is  most 
justly  to  be  apprehenaed  from  too  grca^^ 
a  liberty  of  granting  or  alienating  lands 
in  Mortmain,/  is,  lest  any  one  particular 
society  should  thereby  become  so  power- 
ful, as  to  be  able  to  prescribe  laws  to 
our  government,  and  by  that  means  over- 
turn our  constitution.  This  is  a  danger 
which  seems  to  be  fully  acknowledged 
by  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  spoke  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question ;  but  say 
they,  this  danger  is  no  way  to  be  ap- 
prehended, while  our  present  laws  against 
alienations  in  Mortaiam  continue  in  torce ; 
because  no  new  purchases  can  be  made 
without  a  licence  from  the  crown.  My 
Lords,  it  is  from  that  very  cause  tliat  I 
apprehend  a  danger  may  arise,  and  if 
not  prevented,  may  become  unavoidable 
before  it  be  discovered.  The  crown,  it 
is  true,  had  before  the  resolution  as- 
sumed a  power  of  granting  licences; 
but  the  crown  had  never  an  established 
unlimited  power  of  granting  licences  to 
purchase  or  hold  in  Mortmain,  till  the 
act  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  king  William 
already  mentioned  in  this  debate.  While 
we  have  the  happiness  to  be  under  such 
a  wise  king  as  his  present  Majesty,  we 
can  have  nothing  to  fear ;  because  a  king 
who  looks  into  Ids  own  aJB^rs,  wiQ  never 
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allow  any  society  to  become  too  power- 
ful for  hiinself ;  but  we  cannot  hope  to 
have  always  the  same  good  luck ;  and  if 
a  king  should  give  himself  up  to  the 
sole  management  of  any  one  favourite, 
that  favourite  may  get  himself  established 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  corporate  body 
or  society,  and  niay  then  find  it  proper 
for  his  own  particiuar  interest,  to  make 
that  society  as  powerful  as  he  can,  by 
granting  as  extensive  a  licence,  or  as 
many  licences  as  they  can  desire:  if 
such  an  administration  should  continue  for 
any  great  number  of  years,  the  society 
might  become  so  powerful,  that  it  would  be- 
come^ very  dangerous  for  any  future  minis- 
ter or  even  for  any  future  king,  to  refuse 
them  as  many  more;  and  we  know 
how  ready  all  men,  but  especially  mi- 
nisters, are  to  comply  with  any  present 
exigency,  rather  than  run  themselves 
into  immediate  danger,  by  encountering  a 
growing  evil. 

In  this  country,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  country,  we  may  look  upon  all  the 
clergymen  of  the  established  church,  to 
be  members  of  one  and  the  same  society 
or  corporate  body;  for  though  they  are  not 
united  by  any  one  rc^chuter,  yetliiere 
is  a  sort  of  unity  established  amons  them 
by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  funded 
upon  an  authority  superior  to  that  of  any 
iBarthly  king;  from  wnence  we  may  sup- 
pose, that  they  will  always  unite  .  their 
force  for  encreasing  the  power  of  the 
society ;  and  we  know  by  experieace  how 
generally  and  how  closely  they  have  joined 
against  measures,  which  tneir  leaders 
thought  might  tend  to  the  diminution  of 
their  power,  or  towards  preventing  its  in- 
crease. Now,my  Lords,  suppose  we  shoiM 
in  some  future  age  have  a  weak  prince 
upon  the  throne,  a  prince  wholly  guided 
by  one  fiivourite,  and  that  fovounte  a  pre- 
late, who  had  got  the  management  or^e 
clergy  almost  enUrely  under  his  direction ; 
can  we  suppose  that  such  a  kmg,  and  such 
e  minister,  would  ever  refuse  to  grant  a 
licence  to  any  ecclesnastical  corporation 
either  single  or  aggregate?  and  the  cer- 
tain consecfuence  woiud  in  my  opinion,  be 
that  if  such  an  administration  ^ould  con- 
tinue for  any  number  of  years,  the  tem- 
poral power  of  the  church,  by  means  of 
their  lands  and  otlier  possessions,  would 
become  as  much  supenor  Uf  the  state  as 
ever  it  was  in  any  of  the  ages  of  popery 
and  superstition.  In  sudi  a  case,  our 
constitution  would  be  entirely  overturned; 
and  thoiigh  the  present  deigyroen  of  our 


established  church  have  not  goaerallydie 
least  tincture  of  a  persecuting  spirit ;  yet  it 
their  successors  should  get  into  their  hands 
the  whole  power  of  miuung  laws,  as  wdl 
dft  of  putting  them  in  execution,  it  is  much 
to  be  fear^,  that  a  persecution,  or  per- 
haps an  inquisition,  would  be  set  i^  under 
the  banners  of  the  church  of  En^and  ai 
bloody  and  cruel  as  any  that  was  ever^set 

S)  under  the  banndrs'  of  the  ^churdi  of 
ome. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  shewn,  that 
with  jrespect  to  our  established  diundi,  it 
may,  by  means  of  that  a^limited  power  of 
granting  licenses  to  purchase  in  mortmam, 
now  vested  in  the  crown,  become  so 
powerful,  as  to  be  able  to  prescribe  laws  to 
the  whole  kingdom.  But  when  I  talk  of 
the  established  church,  why  should  I  mea- 
tion  the  granting  of  them  any  licence  firoa 
the  crown?  They  have  already,  I  jnaysqrt 
an  unthnited  licence  by  act  of  phrliameDt: 
So  forgetful  have  we  of  late  been  of  the 
maxims  of  our  ancestors,  that  we  have 
granted  them  such  licences  by  law,  ai 
.would  entble  them  to  purcjiaae,  in  time,  ^ 
the  whde  lands  of  the  Idngdom,  without 
so  much  as  any  one  licence  from  ^ 
crown.  By  an  act  of  the  17th  of  king 
Charies  II.  every  parson  and  vicar  in  £ii^« 
land,^whose  settled  maintenance  does  not 
amount  to  lOOL  per  year  clear,  has  got  a 
liberty  to  purchase  lands,  to  him  ana  Ui 
successors,  without  any  licence  in  mort- 
main, and  what  is  most  extraordinaiy, 
wiihout  stint  or  controuL  Which  act  of 
parliament  by  itself  alone,  with  a  litde 
management,  would  enable  our  church  to 
purchase  all  the  )lmds  in  England,  with- 
out being  obliged  so  much  as  to  ask  a  li-  * 
cence  f^om  the  cro?m;  for  we  have  beea 
told  in  this  debate,  that  there  in  England 
above  5,500  livings  under  50/.  a  year,  aid 
computing  there  are  2,000  only  above  50 
and  below  100?.  a  year,  we  must  from 
thence  reckon  there  are  in  England  7,500 
ecclesiastical  sole  corporations,  who  have 
by  that  act  a  liberty  to  purchase  as  great 
a  quantity  of  land  aa  they  plaase,  wimoiit 
any  licence  in  mortmain. 

Then,  my  Lords,  by  astiU  more  extraor* 
dinary  act  in  the  late  queen's  time,  all  the 
clergymen  of  the  church  of  England  are  m 
some  manner  united  into  one  ovporatioo, 
and  that  corporation  is  not  only  enabled  to 

Eurdbase  lands  in  mortmain,  without  any 
cence  from  the  crown,  but  is  provided 
with  a  very  large  and  a  perpetual  yeariy 
fund  for  that  purpose;  for  tWfirstAute 
and  tenths,  setdad  upon  them  by  thal-a9» 
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bring  in  alreadjT  ftt  least  14»00e^  per  an- 
"  jittmy  and  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  bring 
in  20,000^.  per  annum :  but  ^rther,  my 
Lords,  lest  thatbappy  event  of  their  being 
made  the  masters,  and  lawgivers  of  dieir 
country,  should  be  too  long  postponed, 
every  man  in  England,  nay  every  woman 
in  England,  is  by  that  act  enabled  to  give 
them  by  deed,  and  even  by  will,  the  whole 
estate  real  and  personal,  which  he  or  she 
may  die  possessed  o^  and  such  estates  the 
corporation  are  rendered  by  that  act  ca- 
pable to  hold  and  enjoy  without  any 
licence  ad  quod  damnum^  and  notwith- 
standing the  statute  of  Mortmain.  And  I 
must  particularly  take  notice,  that  neither 
by  that  act,  nor  by  any  other  act,  is  there 
a  period  put  to  me  continuance  •  of  that 
corporation:  it  is  made  a  perpetual  cor- 
poration, with  leave  to  take  lands  by  will, 
and  purchase  lands  without  stint,  limita- 
tion, or  licence,  and  it  is  provided  with  a 
large  annual^  and  perpetual  fund  for  that 
purpose ;  so  that,  by  the  very  nature  of 
things,  as  all  the  lands  they  can  get  hold 
of,  become  unalienable,  our  Church  must 
necessarily  at  last^  by  means  of  that  cor- 
poration, become  mistr^  of  all  the  land- 
estates  in  England.  K  we  consider  the 
many  and  powerful  solicitors  they  have 
about  dying  persons,  and  the  present  pre- 
vailing madbaess  of  perpetuating  one's  me- 
mory, by  leaving  a  large  estate  to  some 
body  politic,  we  must  conclude,  that 
unless  a  stop  be  put  to  it,  this  event  is  not 
at  such  a  distance  as  some  may  imagine ; 
and  I  must  say,  the  corporation  has  esta- 
blished a  most  e2^cellent  rule  for  this  pur- 
pose :  they  have  resolved  not  to  purcnase 
any  thing  but  land,  they  have  resolved 
not  to  content  themselves  with  any  pen- 
sion or  annuity  issuing  out  of  lands,  but 
to  be  absolute  masters  of  the  lands  them- 
aelves. 

What  I  have  said,  my  Lords,  upon  this 
subject,  is  not  with  a  design  to  throw  ismy 
reflexion  upon  the  established  Church,  or 
to  diminish  the  credit  of  our  established 
clergy.  No^  my  lords,  I  hope  their  credit 
among  the  people  of  this  kingdom  will 
idways  be  as  considerable  as  it  ought ;  but 
1  hope  that  credit  will  always  depend,  not 
upon  their  possessions,  but  upon  the  purity 
<n  their  doctrines,  and  the  sanctity  of  their 
lives.  As  I  am  myself  an  unworthy 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  by 
law  established,  I  must  love  and  reverence 
that  establishment;  and  for  this  very 
reason,  I  shaU  always  be  against  vesting 
|my  great  possessions  in  the  church.    I 


haveas  gveat  a  desire  4s  any  man^  to  see 
our  clemr  all  comfortably  and  Inmourably 
provided  for  ;  but  that  provision  ought  not 
to  be  ma(|e  to  arise  nrom  possessions  of 
their  own,  but  from  the  annual  contri- 
butions of  the  people ;  for  if  ever  the  clergy 
of  our  established  Church,  should  come 
to  be  possessed  of  many  and  liUrge  estates 
in  land,  as  the  popish  deray  bf  this  king- 
dom formerly  were,  it  will  be  a  temptaticm 
to  some  ambitious  and  enterprising  prince^ 
like  our  Henry  8,  to  overturn  our  estar 
bliflhed  Church,  in  order  to  get  hold  dt 
their  opulent  possessions.  This  very 
thing  was,  I  believe,  one  of  die  chief 
causes  of  the  reformation ;  for  though 
most  of  the  common  people  had  embraced 
the  reformed  religion  from  principle  and  a 
sort  of  enthusiasm,  yet  I  am  persuaded, 
that  many  of  our  j^reat  men  embraced  Uie 
first  doctrines  of  the  reformation,  and 
joined  with  their  prince  in  getting  them 
established,  not  from  principle,  but  in 
order,  to  share  with  him  in  the  spoils  of 
the  then  established  church  ;  and  as  like 
causes  always  produce  like  effects^  there- 
fore as  a  sincere  member  of  the  present 
established  church,  and  from  a  thorough 
and  true  regard  to  her  doctrines,  I  sh^ 
always  be  for  limiting  and  restraining  her 
possessions,  especially  in  land,  or  any 
other  sort  of  revenue  but  what  depends 
upon  the  yearly  contributions  raised  by 
law  upon  the  people. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the  ag- 
grandizement and  happiness  of  the  com- 
monwealth in  general:  ever  since  we 
began  to  understand  any  thing  of  trade 
and  commerce,  it  has  been  an  established 
maxim  in  this  kingdom,  not  to  allow  our 
lands  to  be  settled  unalienably  even  upon 
private  families,  and  much  less  upon  boaies 
politic ;  and  the  reason  of  this  maxim  is 
very  plain ;  because  after  a  man  by  his 
industry  or  trade  has  saved  as  much  as 

Cuts  him  above  the  ^ars  of  want,  an  am- 
ition  of  establishing  his  fiunily  in  the 
kingdom,  then  begins  to  take  place ;  this 
raises  in  him  a  desire  of  purchasing  some 
land-estate  ;  and  this  desire  promotes  his  ^ 
industry,  and  makes  him  continue  his 
trade :  whereas,  if  he  could  have  no  hopes 
of  getting  any  land-estate  to  purchase, 
which  might  be  the  case,  if  the  greatest 

Eart  of  our  lands  were  settled  in  Mortmain, 
e  would  either  give  up  his  trade,  or  he 
would  go  and  establish  himself  and  his 
family  in  some  foreign  country,  where  he 
coold  purchase  a  land-estate.  From  hence 
it  is  evident^  XbsX  the  allowmg  of  any 
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sreat  part  of  our  lands  to  bt  settled  in 
Mortmain,  wo\ild  be  a  great  discourage- 
ment to  our  trade,  upon  which  the  gran- 
deur and  happiness  of  the  nation  very 
much  depends,  and  might'  rob  us  of  a 
great  many  of  our  richest  merchants.  To 
this  I  must  add,  that  nothing  has  contri- 
buted more  to  the  improvement  of  our 
lands,  and  the  beautifying  our  country, 
than  the  great  number  of  gentlemen's 
seats  we  have  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom ;  whereas,  if  our  lands  should  all  be- 
come the  property  of  corporations,  our 
£ne  countiy  seats  would  all  go  to  ruin, 
and  a  great  stop  would  be  put  to  all  farther 
improvement ;  for  no  man  will  be  at  so 
great  an  expence  or  trouble  in  improving 
a  leasehold  estate,  as  he  would  be,  were 
he  the  tenant  in  fee. 

I  have  already  shewed,  my  Lords,  how 
much  we  are  exposed  by  our  laws,  as  they 
stand  at  present,  to  the  danger  of  having 
our  lands  engrossed  by  ecclesiastic  corpo- 
rations, and  of  what  fatal  consequence  that 
might  be  to  the  security  and  preservation 
of  our  constitution.    With  regard  to  our 
lay  corporations,  as  they  are  not  as  yet 
united  into  one  body,  it  cannot  be  said, 
that  our  constitution  or  government  can  be 
in  any  danger,  from  any  possessions  they 
^may  acquire ;  but.  the  traae  and  commerce 
of  the  nation,  the  improvement  of  our 
lands,  and  the  beauty  of  the  country,  will 
be  as  much  injured  by  their  acquisitions, 
if  they  become  considerable,  as  by  acqui- 
sitions made  by  the  church ;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, we  have  of  late  vears  widely  departed 
from  the  maxims  of  our  ancestors,  with 
respect  to  lay  corporations  as  well  as  ec- 
clesiastic.   The  first  breach  was  made  by 
an  act  of  the  39th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  by 
which  any  person  was  enabled,  within  20 
years  then  next  ensuing,  by  deed  enrolled 
m  chancery,  to  erect  and  found  an  hospital 
or  house  of  correction :  and  every  hospital 
so  to  be  founded,  was  by  that  act  incorpo- 
rated, and  empowered  to  purchase  lands 
not  exceeding  200/.  per  annum  without 
licence,  and  notwithstanding  the  statutes 
of  Mortmain.     This  extraordinary  step 
was  at  that  time  something  necessary,  be- 
cause our  poor  had  then  no  sort  of  provi- 
sion made  for  them  by  law,  they  had  been 
before  that  time  taken  care  of  by  our  mo- 
nasteries and  religious  houses,  and  were 
left  entirely  destitute  of  any  public  support, 
by  the  dissolution  of  those  monasteries  and 
religious  houses ;  but  by  an  act  of  the  4«Sd 
of  the  same  queen's  reign,  the  present  me- 
thod of  obliging  €|very  parish,  hundred,  or 


county,  to  provide  for  their  own  poor,  was 
establidied ;  which  method,  if  properly  re- 
gulated, and  rightly  pursued,  would,  ia 
my  opinion,  make  all  public  hospitals  use- 
less. But  it  seems  the  contrary  opinion  pre- 
vailed  soon  after  the  revolution  ;  for  in  the 
7th  and  8th  of  king  William,  that  act  was 

f massed,  by  which  the  crown  got  an  un- 
imited  power  of  granting  licences  to  alien 
and  take  in  Mortmain ;  and  the  act  was 
entitled,  <  An  Act  for  the  encouragement 
*■  of  charitable  gifls  and  dispositions,'  whick 
was,  it  seems,  the  pretence  made  use  of 
for  granting  that  power  to  the  crown,  and 
therefore  it  was,  I  presume,  a  favouiite 
pretence  at  that  time.    This  has  made  it 
very  easy  to  set  up  any  new  corporadoo, 
and  has  made  it  easy  for  every  old  corpo- 
ration to  extend  their  dominions  almost  as 
far  as  they  please ;  so  that  I  think  we  are 
in  danger  of  having  the  greatest  part  of  our 
lands  swallowed  up  by  some  corporation  or 
other,  unless  a  stop  be  put  tu  it  in  time; 
and  if  ever  this  should  come  to  be  oar 
case,  we  may  then  bid  adieu  to  our  trader 
and  to  all  future  improvements. 
'    But,  my  Lords,  the  danger  of  having 
our  lands  swallowed  up  by  corporations, 
ecclesiastic  or  lay,  is  not  the  only  danger 
we  are  at  present  exposed  to :  there  is  a 
new  sort  of  Mortmain  lately  set  up,  a  new 
gulph  opened,  under  the  name  of  charitable 
uses,  which  may  be  said  to  b?  without 
either  bottom  or  bounds,  and  which  wiH 
certainly  swallow  up  that  remnant  whidi 
may  be  lefl  by  the  others ;  for  by  the  laws, 
as  they  stand  at  present,  any  person  in  the 
kingdom  may,  in  his  last  moments,  devise 
his  whole  land-estate  in  trust  for  cbariu^ 
uses ;  the  representative  of  the  most  an- 
cient family  in  England,  if  he  be  tenant  ia 
fee-simple,  may  disappoint  his  natural  heii^ 
and  utterly  ruin  his  ramily  by  such  a  de- 
vise, and  that  at  a  time  when  very  few 
men  can  properly  be  said  to  be  in  their 
right  senses.    If  we  consider  that  all  such 
charities  are  generally  lefl,  or  come  to  be 
under  the  management  of  some  one  cler- 
gyman or  another,  we  must  from  thence 
conclude,  that  we  have  now  the  same  rea- 
son to  prevent  such  devises  as  our  ances- 
tors had ;  for  what  was  the  reason  of  the 
Popish  clergy's  watching  so  insidiously  the 
last  moments  of  every  dying  person  ?  Was 
it  not  in  order  to  get  some  legacy  for  ^ 
creasingthc  riches  and  power  of  the  church 
in  general,  tliey  having  no  private  faraihe* 
of  their  oiim  to  solicit  for  ?    And  if  the 
riches  and  power  of  our  present  church  be 
encreased  by  donations,  to  what  arc  calW 
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ptous  and  charitable  uaes,  are  we  not  to 
suppose  that  our  clergymen  will  soon  be- 
gin to  watch  the  last  moments  of  every 
dying  person,  as  insidiously  as  ever  the 
others  did,  if  we  lay  a  foundation  for,  or 
leave  any  hopes  of  success  from  such 
watchfuhiess  ?  The  clergy  of  our  church 
as  now  established  by  mw,  are  but  men, 
and  men  are,  in  all  a^es  and  in  all  coun- 
tries, generally  speaking,  endued  with  the 
same  passions,  and  the  same  affections :  It 
18  education  and  opportunity  only,  that 
makes  the  difference.  The  opportunity  is 
already  given,  and  their  education  will  soon 
begin  to  be  turned  towards  making  the 
best  of  that  opportunity,  if  not  speedily 
prevented.  Arguments  for  such  donations 
will  never  be  wanting,  when  men  are 
pinched  by  the  messengers  of  death  :  nay, 
many  weak  men  may,  at  such  a  time  be 
made  to  beheve,  that  such  a  donation  will 
be  an  atonement  for  a  whole  life  spent  in 
wickedness  and  oppression. 

Having  thus  laia  before  your  lordships 
the  dangers  to  which  we  are  now  exposed, 
by  having  departed  from  the  maxims  of 
our  ancestors  in  relation  to  Mortmain,  give 
rae  leave  to  examine  a  little  the  reasons 
which  have  lately  prevailed  for  exposing 
ourselves  to  such  dangers.  The  pretence 
is  piety  and  charity ;  but  if  it  should  come 
out,  that  there  is  neither  piety  nor  charity 
in  erecting  such  magnificent  and  rich  hos- 
pitals, I  hope  we  will  then  begin  to  think, 
there  is  not  the  least  shadow  of  reason  for 
our  leaving  the  nation  exposed  to  any  dan- 
ger upon  that  account.  True  piety  and 
Teal  charity  are  virtues  highly  commenda- 
ble, they  are  virtues  which  I  shall  always 
esteem  and  encourage  as  much  as  lies  m 
my  power.  To  assist  the  widow  and  (k- 
therless,  to  nourish  the  tender  infant,  and 
succour  the  helpless  old ;  in  short,  to  re- 
lieve the  poor  and  distressed,  who  cannot 
provide  for  themselves,  is  a  duty  incum- 
Dent  upon  every  society,  as  well  as  upon 
every  private  man :  but,  my  Lords,  this 
duty  is  to  be  discharged  with  great  cau- 
tion, and  with  great  circumspection ;  for  if 
we  mistake  the  objects  of  our  charity,  if 
by  giving  what  we  call  charity  we  encou- 
rage laziness,  idleness,  and  extravagance, 
in  the  persons  to  whom  we  give  it,  or  in 
others,  the  action  is  so  far  from  being  pi- 
ous, charitable,  or  commendable,  that  it 
becomes  impious,  ridiculous,  and  injurious 
to  our  nathre  country.  This,  my  Lords,  is 
the  footing  upon  wmdi  we  ought  to  place 
the  present  debate;  the  dilute  is  not 
about  providing  for  our  poor,  but  about 
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the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  pro« 
vided  for.  If  I  thought,  my  Lords,  that 
any  real  object  of  charity  in  the  kingdom 
would,  by  this  Bill,  be  diiappointed  of  that 
relief  which  the  nation  ought  to  give,  or 
he  had  any  title  to  expect,  I  should  be  for 
rej^ting  it  with  the  utmost  indignation ; 
but  the  scope  of  the  Bill  I  take  to  be,  to 
prevent  men  from  ruining  their  families 
1  ^Tor  the  sake  of  establishing  such  charitable 
funds  as  I  am  sure  never  will,  nor  ever 
can,  be  properly  applied. 

1  shall  readily  admits  my  Lords,  that  the 
poor  cannot  be  relieved  in  a  public  way, 
without  a  public  fund  for  that  purpose; 
but  I  am  surprised  to  hear  it  said,  that  we 
have  not  in  this  nation  a  public  fund  suffi- 
cient for  the  relief  of  all  the  objects  of 
charity  that  are  now,  or  ever  can  be  in  this 
kingdom,  unless  our  lands  should  be  all 
swallowed  up  by  corporations  and  charit- 
able uses.  I>o  not  we  know,  that  by  the 
laws  relating  to  the  poor,  every  parish  is 
obliged  to  support  and  relieve  their  own 
poor ;  and  if  any  one  parish  should,  by 
some  extraordinary  mii»fortune,  beidisabled 
from  doing  so,  the  whole  hundred  must  be 
taxed  for  that  purpose?  Nay,  if  the  hun- 
dred should  be  unable,  the  whole  county 
must  be  taxed:  And  thank  God,  there  is 
not  as  yet  a  countv  in  England  but  what  is 
sufficiently  capable  of  maintaining  their 
own  poor:  but  even  if  such  a  case  should 
h^pen,  we  have  a  method  provided  for 
supplying  the  deficiency,  which  is  by  the 
granting  of  charitable  briefs;  by  which 
method  we  may  bring  the  whole  nation  in 
aid.  It  is  not  therefore  for  want  of  a  pub- 
lic fund  sufficient  for  all  charitable  pur- 
poses thdt  hospitals  have  been  set  up:  The 
setting  up  them  must  have  proceeded  from 
some  other  cause ;  but  let  the  cause  bo 
what  it  will,  it  is  certain  they  have  in- 
creased prodigiously  within  this  last  cen- 
tury; so  that  we  have  now  in  this  nation 
two  methods  of  providing  for  our  poor, 
one  by  putting  ttiem  into  those  hospitals 
founded  for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  by 
obliging  their  respective  parishes  to  take 
care  of  them ;  and  which  of  these  methods 
is  the  best,  will  appear  by  considering  the 
state  and  nature  of  mankind. 

It  is  certainly  the  interest  of  every  so- 
ciety to  encourage  industry  and  frugality 
among  their  people,  especially  those  of  the 
poorer  sort,  and  as  most  men  are  com« 
polled  to  be  industrious  and  frugal  by  ne- 


cessities, it  is  not  therefore  prudent  in  an^ 
state  to  prevent,  in  any  great  measure,  all 
those  necessities.    The  8i^>port  ci  natura 
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it  what  forces  every  poor  nian  to  labour, 
and  he  may  perhaps  supply  this  necessity 
by  workmg  hard  two  os  three  days  in  a 
Week ;  so  that  if  he  were  under  no  other 
necessity,  he  would  probably  sit  idle  all 
the  rest  of  the  week;  but  then  every  pru- 
dent man  considers,  that  while  he  is  in 
vigour  and  health,  he  ought  to  provide  for 
old  age  and  sickness ;  and  every  man,  who 
has  any  natural  affection  or  compassion,^ 
will  provide  for  his  children,  and  even  for 
his  relations  and  friends  in  distress,  in  the 
best  manner  he  can:  The  making  of  a 
provision  for  old  aee,  for  sickness,  for  the 
educaticm  of  children,  and  for  assisting 
friends  in  distress,  are  Uierefore  the  neces- 
sities that  compel  most  of  our  poor  to  la- 
bour hard  all  the  days  of  the  week,  and  to 
save  what  they  have  earned  by  their  la- 
bour ;  but  if  you  give  a  man  any  hopes  of 
being  well  provided  for  in  his  old  age  or 
•ickness,  or  of  having  his  children  edu- 
cated and  his  friends  relieved,  in  as  hand- 
some a  manner  as  he  can  desire,  without 
putting  him  to  any  expence,  I  believe 
there  js«not  one  of  a  hundred  will  either 
labour  so  hard,  or  live  so  frugally  as  he 
would  otherwise  have  done :  For  this  rea- 
great  care  ought  to  be  taken  not 


son, 


to  give  any  men  hopes  of  being  sup* 
ported  in  oki  age  or  sickness,  or  of  having 
their  children  ^ucated  for  them,  or  their 
friends  rdieved,  i  unless  they  can  shew, 
that  by  some  misfortune  they  were  ren- 
dered incapc^le  of  making  any'provision 
for  those  necessities  by  their  own  industry 
and  frugality;  for  wherever  a  man  n^ects 
to  do  80,  when  it  is  in  his  pow^,  he  never 
can  be  a  real  object  of  charity,  he  deserves 
to  suffer,  and  the  public  good  requires  he 
diould,  in  order  to  be  an  example  and  a 
terror  to  others. 

'  From  hence,  my-Htords,  we  must  con- 
clude, that  no  person  can  be  deemed  a 
proper  object  ot  charity,  till  after  his  cir- 
cumstances and  former  behaviour  have 
been  strictly  enquired  into;  and  whe^er 
the  parish-officers  within  their  respective 
parishes,  or  the  governors  and  officers  df 
an  hospital,  are  most  capable  of  doing  this, 
is  very  easy  to  determine.  The  parish- 
officers  are  generally  themselves  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  person  that  makes  the 
application,  and  can  from  their  own  know* 
leoge  judge  if  he  be  a  prefer  object;  they 
contribute  out  of  their  own  pockets,  year- 
ly, their  share  of  that  charity  which  is 
eiven,  and  are  answerable  to  the  parish 
for  what  they  do,  therefore  they  certainly 
will  always  be  extremely  cautious  of  giving 


a  riiare  of  the  pariah-cfaarify  to  an  im. 
worthy  object,  or  to  one  who  does  aot 
stand  in  need  of  it :  On  the  other  hand, 
the  governors  of  hospitals  are  never  all  ac- 
ouainted  with  the  person  that  applies,  id- 
aom  any  of  them  are;  and  as  they  pay 
nothing  out  of  their  own  pockets  to  the 
charity  they  have  the  management  (^  nor 
are  answerable  to  any  for  their  cooduct, 
they  are  very  seldom  mquisitive  about  tb 
merits  or  the  circumstances  of  the  persoDi 
that  apply ;  the  consequence  of  wnicfa  is, 
that  many  unworthy  persons,  and  maiiT 
who  do  not  stand  in  need  (^  it,  are  ao- 
mitted  into  our  hospitals ;  which  instod 
of  being  a  benefit,  is  a  great  injury  to  the 
nation,  because  it  encourages  imeness  and 
extravagance  among  the  vulgar. 

I  wii£  with  all  my  heart  that  all  the 
poor  of  the  kingdom,  who  are  real  objecti 
of  charity,  were  properly  and  decently  pro. 
vided  for.  I  am  sure,  if  they  are  not,  it  it 
not  for  want  of  a  sufficient  fund  for  that 
purpose ;  it  must  be  bv  some  defect  in  the 
laws,  with  respect  to  the  manageiAent  aod 
application  of  tibat  fund^  and  wliate?er 
amendments  may  be  necessary  in  that  res* 
pect,  I  shall  readily  agree  to.  But  we 
ought  to  take  care,  that  some  sort  of  igno- 
miny or  contempt  mav  always  attend  a 
person's  being  provided  for  by  any  public 
charity;  ana  we  likewise  ought  to  take 
care,  that  the  provision  made  by  cfaaritj 
shall  not  be  such  as  no  poor  man,  by  hn 
utmost  industry  and  frugality,  can  provide 
for  himself.  In  both  these  rejects,  I  aa 
afraid  our  public  ho^tals  are  blameeble; 
-^r  the  custom  of  going  thither  (qxA  eveij 
emergency  is  become  so  frequent,  that  ns 
contempt  or  ignominy  attends  it;  and  the 
provision  made  for  our  poor  in  some  of 
than,  is  mudi  better  thian  anycommoa 
tradesman  or  labouring  man  can  well  h<^ 
to  make  for  himself,  with  the  utmost  vtt 
dustry  and  frugality  any  poor  man  cas 
practise.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  diat 
the  getting  into  an  nospital,  or  ^Vm 
one's  child  to  be  educated  there,  msteai 
of  bein^  asked  for  as  a  charity,  comes  Is 
be  solicited  for  as  a  post  or  employmeot; 
and  rich  men  eet  in  to  be  governors  of  b<» 
pitals,  not  wiui  the  pious  view  of  makag 
an  interest  in  the  next  worid  by  woxb  i 
charity,  but  with  the  ambitious  view  of 
making  an  interest  in  this  byhariDgio 
many  posts  or  preferments  at  their  diqKH 
saL  This  last  view,  I  am  a^t  to  ^^^ 
is  the  true  source  of  that  spirit  wh^  bi 
been  lately  raised  for  erectiiig  and  eadov* 
ing  hospitals;  andasitiswdOfknoimwIit 
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wrt  of  men  are  generally  the  chief  direc- 
tors and  managers  of  such  hospitals,  we 
may  easily  guess  who  have  been  the  princi- 
pal authors  and  promoters  of  such  a  spirit. 
An  enquiry  into  the  management  of  our 
several  hospitals  would  have  been  of  greatt 
xise  in  this  debate.    If  we  had  made  such 
an  enquiry,  I  am  persuaded  we  should 
have   found   many  persons    upon-  such 
foundations,  who  never  had  a  title  to,  and 
many  who  never  had  an  occasion  for  the 
charity  of  the  public;  and  if  we  had  exa- 
mined into  the  motives  for  admitting  such 
persons,  I  am  Mso  persuaded,  we  should 
have  found  them  very  far  from  being  cha- 
ritable.   Such  misapplications  can  never 
r  happen  in  the  disposal  of  parish-charities; 
I  and  i&  the  admittmg  of  such  persons  to  a 
'   share  of  any  pubhc  charity,  will  always  be 
a  great  encouragement  to  laziness  and^ex- 
I  travagance,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  expos- 
I  ing  the  nation  to  any  danger,  for  the  sak^ 
\  of  erecting  such  charitable  foundations. 
We  know,  my  Lords,  how  ^t  men  are 
to  indulge  themselves  in  laziness  and  ex- 
travagance, from  very  chimerical  hopes : 
a  benefit-ticket  in  a  lottery  can  fall  but  to 
one,  but  the  expectation  of  it  makes  him- 
dreds  extravagant.    In  the  same  manner, 
if  people  see  one  idle  and  profligate  person 
well  provided  for  in  an  hospital,  or  the 
child  of  such  a  man  handsomely  educated, 
and  better  taught  than  the  children  of  poor 
people  usually  are,  hundreds  of  them  will, 
jn  hopes  of  meeting  with  the  same  relief, 
cither  live  idly,  or  spend  what  they  earn 
extravagantly,  so  that  most  of  t^em,  or  at 
least  their  children,  must  come  upon  the 
parish  at  last.    This  must,  of  course,  in- 
crease the  number  of  our  poor,  and  the 
burden  upon  every  parish :  and  this  conse- 
fluence,  my  Lords,  is  fully  confirmed  from 
oaily  experience ;  for  there  is  no  nation  in 
the  world  that  has  so  great,  or  so  many 
pubHc  foimdations  for  relieving  the  poor 
as  we  have  in  England  ;  and  yet  our  peo- 
ple pay  yearly  more  for  that  purpose  than 
IS  paid  by  the  poor  of  any  other  country. 
In  Holland,  where  the  poor  are  so  well 
takfen  care  c^y  they  have  few  or  no  public 
hospitals,  but  every  town  takes^care  of  its 
own  poor,  and  have  proper  workhouses 
and  little  hospitals  for  tnat  purpose,  where 
none  but  real  objects  are  admitted;   and 
if  we  had  in  every  parish  a  workhouse 
and  an'ho^ital,and  no  public  hospital  in  the 
kingdom,    I    am    periAiaded    our    poor 
would  not  be  so  numerous  and  those  that 
are  real  objects  would  be  generally  better 
provided  for  than  they  are  at  present;  for 
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the  greatest  objects  are  generally  left  upon 
the  parish,  while  imworthy  persons,  or  per^ 
sons  who  stand  in  no  need  of  it,  are  ad- 
mitted into  our  rich  and  magnificent  hos- 
pitals. This  is  a  grievance  which  cannot 
be  prevented  by  tli^  utmost  dih'gence  and 
application  of  the  governors,  who  are  ge- 
nerally of  too  high  a  rank -for  having  toy 
acquamtmice  among  the  vulgar;  they 
must  depend  upon  information,  they  can- 
not depend  upon  their  own  knowledge,  and 
those  who  depend  upon  information  wOl 
often  be  deceived. 

I  beg  pardon,  my  Lords,  for  having  taken 
up  so  much  of  your  time  upon  this  subject;  * 
but  the  wordd  *  piety,  charity,  anci  the 
relief  of  the  poor,' have  been  made  so  muck 
use  of  in  this  debate,  that  I  thought  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  explain  that 
matter ;  and  from  what  I  have  said  I  hope 
it  will  appear,  that  no  charity  ought  to  be 
given  witnout  proper  enquiry :  that  such 
an  enquiry  Wy  be  made  by  parish  officers^ 
but  never  will,  nor  ever  can  be  made  by 
the  managers  of  public  hospitals ;  and  that 
we  have  m  this  Kingdom  a  sufficient  fund 
for  all  real  objects  of  charity  without  any 
public  hospital ;  from  whence  I  tliink  it 
must  be  concluded,  at  least,  that  we  ought 
not  to  leave  our  lands  in  danger  of  bemg 
swallowed  up,  the  constitution  overturned, 
and  the  nation  undone,  for'  the  sake  of 
erecting  and  endowing  such  hospitals. 

With  respect,  my  Lords,  to  the  clergy 
of  the  established  church,  I  am  really  sorry 
to  hear  there  are  so  many  of  them,  so  poor- 
ly provided  for :  it  gives  me  a  most  affect- 
ing concern  to  think,  that  there  a?0  8# 
many  pious  and  worthy  clergjnnen  of  the 
established  church  struggling  with  poverty 
and  want,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are 
rendering  such  services  to  their  country ; 
and  I  must  think  it  a  blemidi  in  our  con- 
stitution, at  least  in  that  part  of  it  which 
is  called  the  established  churdi,  to  have 
so  many  of  its  members  living  in  the  greats 
est  penury  dnd  distress,  while  a  great  num- 
ber of  others  are  wallowing  in  the  greatest 
affluence  and  ease;  for  since  they  are  all 
the  servants  of  the  public,  and  are  paid  by 
the  public,  every  man  ought  to  have  a 
proper  share  of  the  public  rewards.  Lret 
us  but  compare  our  conduct  in  this  res- 
pect to  the  conduct  Of  a  private  famity : 
suppose  any  one  of  your  lordships,  or 
the  master  of  any  great  famfly,  should 
give  large  and  extravagant  wages  to  hk 
stewards,  his  masters  of  the  horse,  his  mas- 
ter-cook, and  his  other  superior  servants, 
but  at  the  same  time  riionld  have  all  his 
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lower  servants,  who  did  the  whole  business 
•f  his  family,  kept  in  n^  half-$tarved, 
and  without  shoes  or  stockings :  would  not 
every  man  blame  the  economy  of  such  a 
fiunily  ?  Would  not  every  man  find  fault 
with  the  conduct  of  the  master  >  How  then 
can  we  justify  our  own  conduct  with  res- 
pect to  the  clergy  of  our  established  church? 
We  find  it  is  generally  condemned ;  every 
man  admits,  our  poor  clergy  ought  to  be 
better  provided  for ;  and  U}t  this  purpose 
the  corporation  for  the  boimtv  of  oueen 
Anne  was  established :  the  design  ot  that 
corporation  was  certainly  to  be  highly  ap- 
proved of;  but  1  cannot  say  the  rules  they 
nave  laid  down  for  accomplishing  that  de- 
sign deserve  so  much  approbation.  They 
are  to  provide  in  two  or  three  centuries 
for  all  our  poor  clergy ;  but  how  ?  By  set- 
tling a  great  part  of  the  lands  in  the  king- 
dom in  Mortmain,  which  to  me  is  the  same 
as  if  the  master  of  the  family  1  have  men- 
tioned, should  resolve  to  provide  for  his 
lower  servants,  by  selling  on  or  mortgaging 
a  part  of  his  estate  yearly ;  which  would, 
I  am  sure,  be  adding  madness  to  foolish- 
ness. What  then  must  he  do  ?  is  not  the 
method  he  ought  to  take,  plain  and  easy  ? 
ought  he  not  to  dimiiush  the  salaries  of 
some  of  his  upper  servants,  or  dismiss  some 
of  them,  and  apply  their  salaries  to  in- 
creasing the  wages  of  the  inferior  ? 

1  am  not,  my  Lords,  of  any  levelling 
principles;  1  am  for  keeping  up  the  same 
orders  and  distinctions,  and  the  same  form 
of  government  we  now  have  in  our  es- 
tabushed  church;  but  lam  not  of  opinion 
.that  it  is  necessary,  or  that  any  man  oueht 
to  have,  or  can  deserve  half  a  dozen  rich 
benefices  at  once ;  and  a  few  scrapings 
might,  in  my  opinion,  be  taken  from  many 
of  our  great  hvings,  after  the  deaths  of 
the  present  incumbents,  which  would  be 
sufficient  for  establishing  a  proper  main- 
tenance for  every  clergyman  in  England. 
Nay,  even  the  fund  settled  upon  the  cor- 
poration ifor  the  bounty  of  queen  Anne,  if 
It  were  immediately  parcelled  out  among 
the  poorest  livings,  it  would,  I  believe,  go 
near  to  make  every  livine  in  Ei^land 
worth  20/.  per  annum ;  and  if  to  this  we 
ihould  add  a]l  those  benefices  which  are 
of  no  use  to  the  nation,  nor  anyway  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  our  present  form 
of  church-government,  1  am  sure  we  could 
very  easily  make  a  handsome  provision  for 
every  clergyman  in  the  kmgdom,  without 
endangering  our  constitution,  by  throwing 
too  great  a  part  of  our  lands  into  the  han£ 
of  the  church.    Let  us  consider  what  a 


great  revenue  our  church  is  already  poi» 
sessed  of,  I  have  been  informed,  that  in 
a  posthumous  work  of  a  late  reverend  pre- 
late, who  never  had  a  fault  laid  to  his  charge  ' 
but  that  of  being  too  high  a  churchman, 
it  is  asserted,  that  the  revenue  of  our 
church  amounted  then  to  two  millions  and 
a  half  yearly,  and  that  the  whole  bun- 
ness  was  done  by  those  who  receive  the 
half  million  only.  1  am  snrt  our  church 
revenue  is  increased  since  that  time,  and  if 
what  that  reverend  prelate  asserts  be  true, 
1  am  sure  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  put  some 
stop  to  their  making  any  new  acquisitions 
in  land ;  especially  considering  that  our 
poor  clergy  may  be  all  handsomely  pro- 
vided for,  without  allowing  any  more  of 
our  lands  to  be  settled  in  Mortmain,  or 
making  any  addition  to  the  revenues  ofthe 
church  in  general. 

This  isan  opinion,my  Lords,  which  ereiy 
layman  must  be  of,  wHo  considers  the  con- 
sequences of  things.  We  may  easily  cal- 
culate what  a  vast  land-revenue  must  be 
added  to  the  church  by  the  rules  the  cor- 
poration for  queen  Anne's  bounty  hive 
established.  They  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
rule,  that  all  our  poor  clergy  must  be  pro- 
vided for  bv  purchases  of  land  in  mort- 
main. We  have  been  told  that  there  are 
in  England  5,500  livings  under  50/.  a  year, 
and  of  these  1,000  under  10^  a  year:  Sup- 
pose  them  then,  one  with  another,  worth 
251.  per  annum  each ;  a  land  revenue  of 
412,500/.  per  annum  must  therefore  be 
purchased,  in  order  to  make  them  100^  a 
year  each.  Then  suppose  there  are  ^fiOO 
livings  above  50  and  under  100/.  a  year; 
if  we  take  them  at  a  medium,  which  is  15L 
per  ann.  each,  a  new  land  revenue  of  50,000/. 
a  year  must  be  purchased,  in  order  to  make 
them  likewise  100/.  each.  But,  my  Lords, 
1  must  beg  you  will  consider,  that  even 
when  this  is  done,  the  corporation  is  not  to 
be  dissolved,  nor  are  any  of  the  powen 
and  privileges  they  now  have,  to  cease ; 
they  may  then  resolve  to  make  all  these 
7,500  livings  worth  200/.  a  year  each;  for 
this  purpose  new  purchases  of  land  must 
be  made  to  the  amount  of  750,000/.  a  year; 
and  when  this  is  done,  they  may,  for  what 
we  know,  resolve  to  make  every  living  in 
England  worth  1,600/.  or  2,000/.  per  ann. 
if  there  were  land  enough  in  the  British 
dominions  for  answering  such  a  demand. 
For  this  purpose  they  would  stand  in  need 
of  no  new  powers,  nor  any  privileges  but 
what  thev  have  already  vested  in  them  by 
law ;  and  I  must  say,  the  rule  they  have 
laid  down  fur  augmenting  first  those  lit- 
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ingSy  where  anvlayman  will  join  with  them^ 
18  most  excellently  calculated  for  Uie 
speedy  execution  of  such  a  scheme ;  be- 
cause a  young  man  in  orders,  who  has 
500/.  or  even  1,000/.  ^rtune,  or  a  father 
"who  has  a  son  to  provide  for,  may  easily 
be  induced  to  join  his  whole  fortune  to 
the  200/.  advanced  by  them,  in  order  to 
make  a  living  of  40/.  a  year  worth  90  or 
100/.  a  year,  upon  condition  of  his  getting 
a  presentation  to  the  living.  I  do  not  in 
the  least  suspect  that  th^  present  go- 
vernors of  this  corporation  have  any  such 
ficlveme  in  their  thoughts;  but  men's 
schemes  generally  grow  with  their  for- 
tunes ;  and  as  this  scheme  may  some  time 
or  other  be  formed  by  ambitious  clergy- 
men, and  may  in  time  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, we  ought  to  take  measures  forpre- 
venting  it,  before  it  comes  too  late ;  for  if 
our  church  should  get  into  their  posses- 
sion 4  or  500,000^  a  year  land^revenue,  art- 
fully purchased,  more  than  they  now  have, 
I  am  afraid  it  would  be  out  of  our  power  to 
prevent  their  pursuing  any  scheme  they 
nad  a  mind  to ;  or  at  least,  that  we  coidd 
not  put  any  stop  to  their  schemes  without 
runnmg  the  risque  of  raising  the  flames  of 
a  civil  war  in  die  kingdom.  I  therefore 
think  the  rule  they  have  laid  down,  of  lay- 
ing out  no  money  but  upon  the  purchase 
of^ands,  ought  to  be  altered ;  and  if  that 
rule  be  altered,  there  is  no  occasion  for 
altering  or  explaining  any  words  in  this 
bill. 

Having  now,  my  Lords,  shewn  the  dan- 
era  that  may  arise  from  ihe  great  liberty 

ely  introduced  of  alienating  lands  in 
mortmain,  and  having  shewn  that  we  are 
under  no  necessity,  nor  have  the  least  oc- 
casion, for  exposing  ourselves  to  such  dan- 
gers, I  shall  next  beg  leave  to  take  notice 
of  Uiat  unbounded  liberty  of  devising 
estates  by  will,  which  we  have  heard  so 
strongly  insisted  on.  I  shall  ^rant,  that  a 
man  has  a  natural  right  to  dispose  of  his 
own,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  manner  he 
thinks  most  proper ;  but  this  rule  is  not 
without  any  limitation  or  exception;  it 
must  always  be  under  this  restriction,  that 
no  man  shall  dispose  of  his  own  to  the 
hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  society  to  which 
be  belongs ;  and  it  is  reasonable  it  should 
be  so,  because  the  acquisition,  or  at  least 
the  preservation  of  that  property  depend- 
ed, and  must  always  depend  upon  the  |^o- 
tection  he  recehred  from  the  society.  The 
legislators  of  every  society,  are  the  only 
judffes  of  whatmay  or  may  not  tend  to 
the  nurt  and  prejudice  of  the  society :  ac- 
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cording  to  their  judgment  in  this  respect, 
they  have  a  power  to  make  laws  for  regu- 
lating and  restraining  that  natural  right 
which  every  man  has  to  dispose  of  his  own; 
and  if  those  laws  be  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary for  the  preservation  of  the  society, 
every  good  subject  will  observe  them,  and 
no  bad  subject  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
find  fault  with,  or  transgress  them,  1  think 
1  have  made  it  evident,  that  a  liberty  of 
devising  land  estates  in  mortmain  to  any 
corporation,  or  upon  any  pretence  what- 
soever, may  be  hurtful  to  the  society; 
and  particularly,  that  those  pretences 
drawn  from  piety,  charity,  and  a  compas* 
sion  for  the  poor,  are  %o  far  from  being 
real,  that  they  are  made  use  of  only  as  a 
cloak  for  the  vanity,  the  pride,  and  the 
ambition  of  private  men,  who  have  got 
into,  or  expect  to  get  into  the  manage- 
ment of  what  they  call  charitable  founda- 
tions. 

With  regard  to  private  life,  my  Lords, 
can  we  suppose  that  a  man  will  be  less  in- 
dustrious or  frugal  because  he  cannot  dis- 
pose of  his  estate  by  will  to  the  church,  or 
to  a  magnificent  hospital?  We  may  as 
well  suppose  that  he  wul  be  less  industrious 
or  frugal,  because  he  cannot  dispose  of  his 
estate  to  the  grand  seignior  or  the  sophy 
of  Persia.  If  a  man  mtppens  to  fall  into 
that  delirious  ambition  of  erecting  a  pa- 
lace for  beggars,  and  having  his  name  en- 
graved in  gilded  letters  above  a  superb 
portico;  or  if  he  grows  ambitious  of  nav- 
mg  his  statue  set  up  m  the  area  of  any  cha- 
ri^le  palace  already  erected,  cannot  he 
give  some  part  of  his  estate  in  his  life-time 
n>r  that  purpose,  and  reserve  a  sufficient 
estate  for  supporting  himself?  For  wo 
generally  find  tnat  the  men  who  are  seized 
with  such  deliriums,  are  men  of  great  for- 
tunes and  small  expence ;  so  that  the  re- 
serving a  competency  for  their  own  future 
support,  cannot  occasion  any  great  dimi- 
nution in  the  donation  they  make,  nor  can 
it  disappoint  the  great  end  of  Uieir  ambi- 
tion. As  to  the  regard  and  attendance 
which  a  dying  man  may  es^ect,  and  ought 
to  meet  with  from  his  relations,  friends  and 
servants,  I  think  nothing  can  be  better 
contrived  than  the  bill  now  before  us,  for 
preventing  a  man's  being  disappointed 
in  so  just  an  expectation ;  oecause  it  lays 
erery  landed  gentleman  under  a  necessity 
of  reserving  something  to  be  disposed  of 
by  him  at  his  death,  and  likewise  lays  him 
under  a  necessity  of  disposing  of  that 
something  among  his  relations,  fi-iends  or 
servants,  or  of  leaving  it  to  his  next  heirs. 

[4B1  .       . 
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For  tius  yery  reason^  I  dunk  the  words  at 
the  end  of  the  first  clause  proposed  to  be 
left  out,  are  2dl}solutely  necessary;  and 
therefore  I  hope  they  will  be  left  standing 
•8  part  of  this  bill. 

Whether  a  man's  next  heirs  have  any 
natural  right  to  succeed  to  his  estate  after 
his  death,  is  not  the  question  now  before 
us :  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  they  have  at 
least  a  more  natural  right  than  any  other 
person  natural  or  political ;  and  I  am  sure 
the  giving  or  leaving  it  to  them,  or  to  Qny 
other  persons  natural,  is  more  charitable 
than  ttie  giving  it  to  any  charitable  use  or 
corporation  whatsoever;  because,  when 
the  estate  comes  to  private  persons,  they 
will  be  enabled  to  contribute  the  more  to 
the  parish  charities  ia  the  respective  pa- 
rishes they  belong  to,  which  are  the  only 
charities  that  are,  or  ever  can  be  properly 
or  justly  applied;  wliereas,  when  the 
estate  is  given  to  any  other  charitable  a-Je, 
or  to  any  corporation,  or  even  to  the 
cliurch,  the  donor  may  expect  and  de- 
pend upon  it,  that  the  donation  will  be 
misapplied;  and  every  such  donor  may 
see,  tnat  the  giving  of  any  suc!i  donation 
may  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  his 
religion  as  well  as  his  country.  Therefore, 
as  a  sincere  Christian,  as  a  true  lover  of 
the  church  of  England,  without  being  an 
admirer  of  ecclesiastical  power,  and  as  a 
good  subject,  I  must  be  for  laying,  at  least, 
that  restraint  upon  such  donations,  which 
is  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  us. 
And  one  of  my  chief  reasons  for  being  so, 
is,  my  Lords,  lest  the  clergy  of  our  esta- 
blished church  should  be  tempted  and  in- 
structed to  watch  the  last  moments  of 
dying  persons,  as  insidiously  as  ever  the 
monks  and  fViars  did  in  the  darkest  times 
of  popery  and  superstition :  The  oppor- 
tonity  is  established  by  the  laws  as  they 
stand  at  present ;  they  may,  by  so  doing, 
increase  the  wealth  and  the  power  of  the 
church,  nay,  they  may  increase  the  re- 
venue of  their  own  particular  cure ;  and  if 
ever  we  should  have  an  ambitious  clergy- 
man for  a  prime  minister,  it  would  be  the 
only  way  to  acquire  an  interest  at  court, 
or  preferment  in  the  church.  These  were 
Kll  the  motives  the  popish  clergy  had  for 
bemg  so  insidious,  they  never  proposed  by 
such  insidiousness,  to  enrich  their  own  pri- 
vate families ;  and  if  this  stumbling-block 
i^uld  be  left  any  longer  in  the  way  of 
our  present  church,  we  may  depend  on  it, 
that  new  doctrines  will  be  set  up,  and  all 
the  ensnaring  tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome 
revived  by  degrees,  and  strongly  recom- 
mended by  all  pastoral  instructions* 


I  shall  conclude,  my  Lordb,widi  cb- 
serving,  that  our  two  universities,  and  the 
colleges  now  excepted  out  of  this  Bfll,  are, 
in  my  opinion,  the  only  public  fbundatioiis 
which  are  either  useful  or  necessary  in  thb 
kingdom,  and  the  exceptioD,  as  to  them, 
furnishes  me  with  a  particular  argument  in 
favour  of  this  Bill ;  because  I  think  it  will 
contribute  greatly  to  increase  the  revenoei 
of  every  one  of  those  foundations;  ferss 
every  other  channel  for  death4>ed  devises 
will  from  henceforth  be  shut  up,  I  most 
think  it  wiU  cause  the  more  to  iow  ioto 
that  channel.  The  pride  and  anhition  of 
men,  which  I  suppose  (tmd,  nnee  our  poor 
are  all  sufficiently  provided  for  otherwise, 
I  think  I  may  without  any  breach  of  chs- 
rity  suppose)  to  be  the  duef  motive  /orafl 
donations  to  hospitals  or  incerporato 
bodies,  witt  still  remain  the  same;  and 
those  who  cannot  upon  their  deaSli4)edi 
propose  to  eternise  their  memories  by  pro- 
curing their  statues  to  be  set  up  in  the  area 
(^an  hospital,  will  endeavour  to  get  it  set 
up  in  the  area  of  a  college,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  leave  them  aa  estate.  This  is 
turning  the  passions  of  private  moi  totkH 
which  ts  most  useful  and  necessary  for  tfae 
society,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  of 
aB  political  regulations.  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  as  a  fHend  to  our  oniver^ies  and 
other  seminaries  of  learning,  and  from  the 
great  desire  I  have  to  encourage  learning, 
and  to  see  all  learned  men  si^ciently  pn>- 
vided  for,  I  must  declare  my  approbatioaol 
the  Bill  now  under  our  consiaeration. 

Then  the  Bill  was  aocerdmgly  passed^ 
and  received  the  royal  a^nt  the  last  day 
of  the  session. 

Proceedings  in  the  Commmts  rehting  M 
the  Quaker^  Tythe  BtH.^  March  i.  A 
Petition  of  the  people  called  Quakers  waa 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  settmff 
forth,  "  That  notwithstandm^  the  several 
acts  of  pariiament  made  for  me  more  ea^ 
recovery  of  tythes,  church-rates,  obktieM, 
and  other  ecdesiastical  dues,  in  a  summaiy 
way,  by  warrant  from  justices  of  the  peace; 
yet,  as  the  swd  people  conscientiously  re- 
fuse the  pa}Tnent  there<^,  they  are  not  ovij 
liable  to,  but  mar^  of  them  have  under- 
gone, grievous  sufferings  by  preeecution  fe 
Uie  excheauer,  ecclesiastical,  and  other 
courts,  to  tlie  imprisonments  of  th«r  pri- 
sons, and  the  impoverishing  and  ruin  of 
them,  and  their  fruniHes,for  suchsinafi  sunia 
as  are  recoven^k  by  those  actsi  sad 
therefore  praying,  That  the  House  wifl  bf 
pleased  to  (aJce  the  preauses  into  cotf- 
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4««&ti^»aildaftlfd  them  Mdi  relkf  thei'em 
as  to  the  fi^Hjse  skall  seeln  meet.'* 

Orderedy  Thai  leave  be  dt^en  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  inlarge^  amende  and  rendeif 
more  efieotnal,  the  Ws  now  in  bein^y  for 
the  more  easy  recoveiy  of  Tythes,  church- 
TateS)  a^  ebiationsy  mi  other  ecclesiastic 
cai  dues,  from  the  people  eailed  Qiu^ers: 
and  thai  Mr.  GliinvUle^  Mr.  Secretary  at 
War,  Mr.  Hen.  Archer^  and  Mr.  Hamp- 
den»  do  prepate>  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mareh  17.  The  above  Bill  was  brought 
in^  read  a  first  time,  aod  ordered  to  be 
Tead  a  second  time^  and  to  be  printed. 

Mureh  26^  A  Petitioti  <yf  the  clergy  of 
Siiddlesesd  waiai  presented  to  the  House, 
and  reiid,  alledgmg,  ''  That  thcf  BUI  de- 
pending in  thai  House,  to  enlarge,  amend, 
and  render  more  efectu^  the  laws  in  being, 
fefr  th6  moi'e  easy  reeovery  of  tythes,  churdi 
^tes,  oblations,  and  dther  ecclesiastical 
clues  iirom  the  people  calledQu£^ers,  would, 
as  the  p^ifknlers  eoaieeived,  if  passed  into 
alawyfee  extFettiel3^  prdudical  to  them- 
4telVes^  and  breti^ren^  exciudii^  them  frcHta 
the  benefit  of  Ihef  laws  then  in  being  for 
the  recoveiy  of  tithes  and  othei*  okies, 
and  therAy  putting  the  deifgy  of  the  es- 
tablished churd)  upon  a  worse  foot  than 
the  re^  of  his  Majesty's  sub4ects;  and 
therefore  <lesirmg  to  be  heard  by  their 
counsel  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the 
aaid  BiU.^' 

This  Petitioii  was  ordered  to  lie  on  th^ 
table,  till  di^  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time;  and  that  the  petitioners,  if  the^ 
thought  fit,  should  be  then  heard  by  their 
€M>tui8el  agliinsl  it;  It  was  also  ordered 
that  ooun^l  be  then  heard  for  the  BilL 
The  Clergy  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdoih 
sent  up  Petitions  to  the  same  purpose. 

April  12.  The  Counsel  for  and  against 
the  Bill  were  called  In,  and  the  Bill  beiiig 
tkon  read  a  second  tim^,  and  the  several 
Feiitk^s  against  itbeing  aJsoread,  the  coun- 
sel fin*  the  petitioners  of  the  province  of 
Canterbury  were  h6ard ;  in  answer  to  whom 
the  counsel  for  the  Bill  were  heard ;  and 
th^n  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  of  the 
^rovmce  of  York  were  heard  by  way  of 
tep\y:  AAer  which  th^  counsel  being 
witMrtiwn,  Mr.  Speaker  opened  the  BiH 
to  the  House ;  then  a  motion  hema  mad^, 
Thai  the  14ith  section  of  an  act  mlRe  in  the 
SSd  and  2Sd  of  kmg  Charles  2,  intided, 

*  An  Act,  for  the  better  settlement  of  the 

*  Maintenance'  of  Parsons,  Vicars,  and 
^  Curates  in  the  parishes  of  the  city  of 
^  Londcm,  burnt  by  the  dreadful  fire  there,' 
aaigbtberdadi  the  same  was  read^accord^ 


iMgly.  Br  a  clause  in  the  B9U,even  as  it 
tfien  stood^  it  was  proposed  to  be  enacted 
thus,  *  That  if  the  annual  value  of  such 
tythes,  oblations,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
ones,  rights,  payments,  or  church  rates 
bdbi^e-mentioned^  dotbnot,  nor  shall  noli 
exceed  the  sum  of  in  such  case  no 

Quaker  or  Quakers  shall  be  sued  or  pro- 
secuted, for  ot  iyn  account  of  the  same, 
in  any  other  manner^  than  as  before  di- 
rected, or  in  any  other  court ;  neither 
shaU  any  such  tythes,  d>]atio&s,  or  other 
ecclesiastical  dues,  rights,  pajrments,  or 
church  rates  not  exeeedingdie  saidyearly 
vc^ueof  be  reeoveriMe  i^inst 

Quakers  iA  any  other  court  whatsoever^ 
nOr  in  stny  other  manner,  than  as  W  this 
act  is  directed,  unless  the  title  of'^sucU' 
tythes  be  in  ^estion.'  This  ckuse,  in 
all  the  Petitions  presented  by  the  clergy 
against  the  Bill,  was  called,  *  An  excluding 

*  them  from  the  benefit  of  the  laws  then  im 

*  being  for  die  recovery  of  tythes  and  other 
^  dues,  and  thereby  putting  the  clergy  of 

*  the  established  church  upon  a  worse  foo| 

*  than  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ;* 
therrfore  the  said  Section  was  read,  to 
shew.  That  the  assigning  of  a  proper  me- 
thod for  the  recovery  of  any  ri^ht,  and 
exduding  the  persons  intitled,  from  anv 
other  remedy,  was  not  a  putting  of  sucR. 
persons  upon  a  worse  foot  than  the  rest  of 
n^  Majesty's  subjects,  nor  was  it  without 
precedent;^  for  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  king 
ChcurlesS,  ^  suits  for  the  recovering  <^ 
church-rates  or  assessments,  within  the 
city  of  London,  are  to  be  brou^t  before 
the  lord  mayor,  or  upon  his  negkct  to  exe- 
cute the  powera  thereby  granted,  befote 
Ae  lord  enancdlor,  or  keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  or  two  barons  of  the  exchequer ; 
and,  by  the  said  Uth  section,  it  is  enacted, 

*  That  no  court  or  judge  shall  hold  plea  of 

*  money  d\ie  by  virtue  of  that  act,  othei) 

*  than  the  persons  thereby  authorized  ;\ 
and  yet  the  cfergy  of  Lonaon  never  had 
complained,  nor  could  complain,  that  they 
were  excluded  from  the  benc^t  of  thef 
laws  of  their  country,  or  that  they  were 

Sut  upon  a  worse  foot  than  the  rest  of  hitr 
lajesty's  subjects. 
Afier  reading  the  above  Section  a 
motion  being  made  for  committing  the 
Bill  and  the  question  being  put,  it  wasf 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  221  to  84  ; 
after  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  Bill  be 
committed,  to  a  committee  of  the  ^holef 
House. 

April  21.    The  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  coaumttee  ifpon  the  Quakers  BiU,' 
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when  great  alterations  were  made  to  every 
clause;  and  it  was  proposed  to  leave  to 
eveiy  person  intitled  to  Tythes,  an  option 
to  sue  for  the  recovery  of  them,  either  be- 
fore the  justices  of  the  peace,  as  directed 
by  that  Bill,  or  before  any  of  his  Majesty's 
courts  in  Westminster-hall;  but  as  tnis 
seemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill,  and  with  the  intention 
of  the  whole,  it  was  strenuously  opposed; 
and  upon  the  question's  being  put,  it  was 
upon  a  division  carried  in  the  negative  by 
202  to  96. 

April  30.  A  motion  being  made  for 
engrossing  the  Quakers'  Bill,  uie  same  was 
strenuously  opposed ;  but  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  160  to  60. 

May  3.  A  Petition  of  the  clergy  of 
Surrey  was  presented  to  the  House,  setting 
forth,  "  That  since  they  had  been  heard 
by  their  counsel,  in  relation  to  the 
Quakers'  Bill,  they  had  been  informed  of 
several  new  clauses  thathadbeen  inserted  in 
the  said  bill,  which  they  conceived  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  themselves  and 
the  other  parochial  clergy;  and  therefore 
praying  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel,  in 
relation  to  the  said  new  clauses,  before 
they  received  the  final  assent  of  that 
House." 

This  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  and  then  the  Bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  when  several  new  amendments 
were  made  to  it;  and  a  motion  being  made. 
That  the  Bill  do  pass,  the  same  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Talbot  of  Wilts,  Mr.  Maister  of 
Cirencester,  sir  William  Carew,  and  others, 
who  urged, 

That  besides  the  many  material  reasons 
which  had  been  given  ajgainst  passing  the 
Bill,  there  was  one  relating  to  form,  which 
was  unanswerable ;  for  the  Bill,  which  was 
^rsty  brought  in,  had  been  so  tlio roughly 
and  so  entirely  altered  in  the  committee, 
that-  it  could  not  now  be  looked  on  as  the 
same  Bill ;  even  the  very  title  of  it  had 
been  entirely  altered  in  the  Committee, 
and  tliat  Bill  which  was  before  called,  *  A 

*  Bill  to  enlarge,  amend,  and  render  more 

*  effectual  the  laws  then  in  being,  &c.' 
was  upon  the  tlitrd  reading  to  be  called, 

*  A  Bin  for  the  more  easy  Recovery  of 

*  Tythes,  Church  Rates,  and  other  Eccle- 

*  iiastical  Dues  from  the  People  called 

*  Quakers ;'  which  they  could  not  but  take 
to  be  a  very  improper  title,  for  in  their 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  called,  *  A  Bill  for 

*  preventing  the  Recovery  of  Tythes,  or 

*  any  Ecclesiastical  Dues,  from  the  Peo- 


'  pie  called  Quakers.'  That  by  the  KB 
as  it  was  at  first  brought  in,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  jostices  of  peace  was  to  have 
been  confin^  to  tythes  of  a  certain  valoe, 
which  was  certainly  designed  to  be  tythes 
of  a  small  value;  the  justices  were  to  <^der 
and  direct  the  pajonent,  so  as  the  sum 

ordered  did  not  exceed . -;  but  tbe 

committee,  by  the  Bill  they  had  drawn  i^ 
which  was  then  read  to  Uiem,  had  given  • 
the  justices  an  unlimited  jurisdiction  where 
the  title  was  not  in  question.  That  this 
was  a  power  which  they  thought  no  com- 
mittee upon  a  Bill  could  take ;  the^  m^t 
perhap  nave  filled  up  the  blank  with  anj 
sum  tney  pleased ;  they  might  have  filled 
it  up  with  such  a  large  sum  as  would  have 
in  effect  been  the  same  with  grantbg  tbe 
justices  an  unlunited  jurisdiction.  But 
they  could  not  grant  a  general  and  unH* 
mited  jurisdiction  by  a  bdl  which,  when  it 
came  before  them,  was  a  bill  for  panting 
a  particular  and  confined  jurisdiction;  m 
if  the  ^ranting  of  such  a  jurisdiction  wm 
then  moueht  necessary,  the  only  method 
they  could  take,  according  to  the  esta- 
blisned  forms  of  that  House,  was  to  order 
the  Bill  then  before  them  to  be  withdrawn, 
and  a  new  bill  to  be  brought  in ;  in  which 
case,  those  who  thought  they  mi|^t  be 
aggrieved  by  any  thing  in  the  newbiO, 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
against  it,  which  no  man  could  ever  have, 
if  the  method  observed  in  passing  the 
Bill  then  before  them  should  become  an 
usual  practice ;  for  no  man  could  know 
whether  he  was  to  be  injured  by  a  bill  or 
not,  till  afler  it  had  passed  through  the 
Committee,  and  then  it  would  be  too  hitc 
for  him  to  i^ply. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  Mr.  Glan- 
ville,  Mr.  Archer,  and  Mr.  Hampden, 

That  the  Bill  then  before  them  was  in 
effect  the  very  tame  with  the  Bill  fatX 
brought  in ;  many  of  the  clauses  had,  in- 
deed, been  altered  and  amended,  but  the 
general  scope  and  intention  of  the  Bill  wai 
the  very  same;  and  they  did  not  think 
the  committee  had  taken  any  liberties  with 
the  Bill  but  what  were  usual,  and  such 
as  they  were  fully  entitled  to  take;  for 
the  reason  of  their  sranting  an  unlinated 
power  to  justice  of  peace  vrith  respect 
to  the  value  of  the  tythe,  was  becwwe, 
upon  mature  consideration,  they  found, 
that  all  actions  and  suits  for  tythes,  where 
the  title  wasnot  controverted,  were  for  small 
sums,  for  sums  much  smaller  than  any 
sum  Uiat  was  ever  intended  to  be  filled  .up 
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in  that  blank ;  and  since  it  was  acknow- 
ledgedy  that  the  committee  might  have 
fill^  up  the  blank  with  such  a  large  sum, 
as  would  have  in  efiect  been  the  same 
with  granting  the  justices  an  unlimited 
jurisdiction^  they  could  see  no  reason  why 
the  committee  might  not  do  durectly 
and  in  express  terms,  that  which  they 
might  certainly  have  done  in  a  hidden 
or  indirect  mahnen  '  Hereupon 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin  stood  up,  and  spoke 
as  follows : 

Mn  Speaker;  I  think  that  a  bill  of  this 
consequence,  which  affects  so  large  a 
property,  should  undergothe  wisest  scru- 
tiny of  Uiose  regular  forms,  which  have 
hitherto  circumscribed  our  proceedings, 
and  guarded  our  constitution  from  any 
sudden  and  disguised  attacks:  but  this 
Bill,  faulty  as  it  was  at  first,  after  two 
readings  in  the  House,  and  counsel  had 
been  solemnly  heard  against  it,  went 
avowedly  into  the  committee  to  be  al- 
most entirely  altered.  A  new  Bill,  for  so 
I  may  justly  call  this,  arises  out  of  the 
ashes  of  the  old  one,  with  the  same  fal- 
lacious title  indeed,  and  less  formidable 
than  before.  However,  it  is  still  sus- 
pected that  there  are  latent  mischiefe  iii 
It,  and  against  those,  the  parties  who 
are  aggrieved,  are  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  a  fredi  defence.  I  hope  tnere- 
fpre,  that  the  learned  gentleman,  who 
could  not  have  been  so  defective  in 
his  first  enterprize,  if  new  inconveniences 
were  not  perpetuidly  to  be  encountered 
in  the  alteration  of  settled  constitutions', 
will  at  least  be  so  candid  as  to  withdraw 
his  scheme  fpr  the  present,  take  time  to 
consider  dresh,  ana  not  hurry  a  Bill 
thus  defective  in  form  and  but  half  un- 
derstood, in  the  conclusion  of  a  session, 
when  many  gentlemen,  quite  worn  out 
with  a  close  and  tedious  attendance,  have 
been  forced  to  retreat  This  cannot  long 
retard  the  great  work  of  reformation 
which  is  at  hand:  the  delay  will  be  but 
a  few  months  only :  the  same  favourable 
tide  will  continue,  and  whatever  new 
sghemes,  therefore,  the  learned  gentle- 
man may  have  ready  to  produce,  I  hope 
he  will  indulge  us  in  so  short  a  respite. 
But  lest  this  Bill  should  pass,  I  hope  you 
will  permit  me  to  enter  my  public  pro- 
test aeainsit  it,  for  I  am  one  of  those 
who  think  it  fundamentally  wrong. 

There  is  no  one  more  ready  than  1  am, 
to  give  all  reasonable  indulgencies  to  the 
several  unhappy  sectaries  among  us;  I 


think,  that  in  points  of  religious  worship, 
compulsion  ought  never  to  be  used,  but 
truth  is  to  have  the  fair  opportunity  of 
working  by  its  own  force  upon  the  natural 
ingenuity  of  the  mind,  and  the  Supreme 
Lawgiver  has  the  only  right  to  interpose  in 
such  matters.  But  human  authority  has  cer- 
tainly a  secondary  power  to  restrain  those 
wild  excesses,  which  under  the  fiilse 
colour  of  religion  would  invade  the  order 
and  discipline  of  civil  society.  In  this 
we  are  all  united,  and  there  is  one  me- 
dium, one  common  resort  of  our  laws, 
for  the  |)rotection  of  our  respective  riehts 
and  privileges.  I  am  very  sorry  therei^re, 
that  any  of  the  dissenters  should  now  see 
occasion  to  complain  of  their  distinct  al- 
lowances, and  that  stated  measure  which 
must  be  preserved  in  our  civil  union.  Let 
them  look  upon  the  structure  of  our  con- 
stitution in  general ;  are  the  several  mem- 
bers well  proportioned  ?  Have  they  a  mu- 
tual dependence  and  regular  connection 
with  each  other  ?  And  is  there  one  law  of 
convenience  which  runs  through  the  whole  ? 
If  this  be  so,  and  the  pre-emmence  is  only 
maintained  by  a  due  subordination  of  the 
inferior  parts ;  if  the  building  was  erected 
by  the  most  able  hands,  ana  when  archi- 
tecture was  at  its  height;  I  am  not  for  in- 
verting the  order  of  it,  in  compliance  with 
the  gothic  fancy  of  any  pretenders  to  diat 
art. 

Thus  our  constitution  at  presept  stands, 
and  the  laws  of  toleration  are  in  this  sense 
become  a  part  of  it ;  they  protect,  as  they 
certainly  ought,  the  established  religion  oiP 
our  country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  allow 
a  separate  right  in  religious  worship : 
Such,  only,  have  not  the  advantage  of 
them,  who  deny  the  exterior  forms  Of  our 
government,  whose  consciences  ere  a  civil 
nuisance,  and  therefore  forfeit  the  condi- 
tion of  this  right.  What  then  is  it  that 
the  Quakers  want  ?  Have  not  all  their 
most  intemperate  desires  been  from  time  to 
time  complied  with  ?  Are  they  not  ex- 
empted even  from  appealing  to  the  giieat 
Author  of  truth  in  their  legal  testimony  } 
But  not  contented  with  all  this,  by  a  most 
strange  abuse  of  the  permissive  liberty  they 
enjoy,  they  send  circular  exhortations  to 
their  brethren  t<^  oppose  the  civil  iurisdic- 
tion  of  our  laws;  ana  having  thus  cherished 
and  sti^engthened  an  obstinacy,  they  ap* 
proach  the  legislature  itself  wiui  harwi  re* 
vilings,  imsupported  by  evidence,  against 
the  dergy  of  our  established  church ;  de- 
nying a  constitutional  right ;  becging  that 
the  legal  remedies  may  bq  fibatedby  which 
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;o  be  acquired ;-  and  imjufitly  com- 
ag  of  severities,  which,  by  their  re- 
1  contumacy,  they  Mriunlly  draw  on 
elvea ;  for  tne  law  in  its  ordinary  and 
d  course  ^iU  proceed  to  ati  emorce- 
of  its  own  decree.  Is  this  that  pas-> 
ibedtence  and  noiv-resistancei  that 
ind  charitable  disposition,  with  which 
lave  been  so  largely  complimented  ? 
)  conscience^  in  any  true  definition 
No !  it  is  perverse  humour,  a  false 
elusive  light,  an  '  ignis  fatuus,'  which 
from  a  degeneracy  and  corruption  of 
ind.  If  this  is  conscience,  then  aJi 
riots  and  tumults,  which  at  akiy  tkna 
e  the  exectitiom  of  the  law,  and  the 
rity  of  the  govemmeift,  may  with 

justice  lay  claim  to  such  a  con- 
;e.  Tithes  are  a  distinct  property 
the  mheritance  of  the  landy  and  by 
ws  of  our  constitution  ate  applied  to 
n  purposes.     They  are  due  of  civi^ 

and  no  matter  to  whom  l^y  belongs 
;h  I  should  think  tiiat  the  mainte- 
I  of  our  clergy  desenres  some  favour- 
hare  in  our  considerations. 

luiman  wis(k>^  can  at  once  foresee 
ifficient  extent  of  legal  femedies^but 
nust  from  time  to  time  be  proper- 
1  to  the  degrees  of  obstinacy  with 
i  they  are  to  contend.  At  the  time 
3  revolution,  when  our  constitution 
c-settled,  and  our  several  rights  and 
»g6s  confirmed,  thctformer  remedies 
found  insufScient,  and  therefore,  by 
th  and  8th  of  king  William,  a  new 
^as  created,  but  the  others  were  suf- 

to  subsist.  The  clergy  have  now 
option  which  method  to  pursue,  and 
ieve  t^ey  sdways  follow  this,  unless 
suspect  an  unjust  partiality.  For 
want  only  their  right,  and  are  un- 
edly  willing  to  come  atiti  the  che^^st 
nost  effi^tual  way ;  sx>  that  by  thi& 
^hich  obUges  them  to  repair  to  thct 
ss  in  the  first  instanoe,  you  enjoin  tli^m^ 
ag  but  what  is  already  done ;  but  atthe 
time  givea  new  interest  to  the  Qud^er 
ng  contumacious ;.  For  I  a|^ehend 
0.  Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  if  the  Quakers 
ix  not  appear,  but  sufi^r  judgn^ent  ta 
by  default,  or  should  appear  and  not 
be  or  gain-say,  tliat  tiiore  is^  a  power 

to-  the  justices  to  settle  the  quantum* 
8  tithes,  and  the  clergy  oxe  hereby 
/ed  of  any  farther  redress.  It  is  the 
y  of  avoiding  the  justices,  which  is 
sort  of  controul  upon  their  judical 

nnd  it  is  the  force  of  the  sereral  sub- 
)  r-t^medieS}  which  ebligp6-Biany<^  the 


Quakers  in  some  shape  er  other  at  present 
to  submit.  For  it  is  net  the  punctilio  of 
one  gun  only  (as  the  learned  counsel  said) 
which  the  garrison  wants ;  and  when  men 
are  obliged  to  surrender  there  is  no  dis- 
honour in  doing  it :  But  they  have  got  tm- 
jufit  possessioDy  and  would  biave  yeu  with- 
draw your  fi>ree£^  that  they  may  strengthen 
the  fortification^  and  make  it  capable  of  a 
stouter  resistaneew  Sir,  I  think  thecomp 
parison  has  been  inverted ;  that  party  is  in 
possession  who  ftdcve  ti  just  title,  and  tfaey 
only  desire  to  keep  what  they  have,  withoat 
tending  their  temtdrieii ;  aad  it  would  be 
extrefl^y  unjust  U>  pull  down  their  ienceiy 
upon  an  idle  report  that  the  enemy  would 
take  no  advantage  of  it* 

A»  te  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  Hi^ 
Quakers  have  been  defied  to  produce  sdj 
instances  of  their  beiilg  tetuth  troubled 
here  ^  and  iinleed  th^  are  exceedingly  few : 
ev^^tbingin  the  eourge  ^  time  will  de- 
generate frfNa  itfr  drigtii^  inBtitution,  and 
undoubtedly  there  are  many  abustt  cte^h 
idto  these  courts^  whiich  nday  deserve  our 
atfentioB ;  but  then  let  ua  pf ooeed  upod 
fairer  inquiries^  aad  with  a  dispofliUoD  to 
reform  and  not  to  dostf  ojr.  These  eoart^ 
from  the  earhest  daya  of  our  constitutioB, 
have  had  cognizance  of  ty^es;  uKl'if  the 
chief  argument  against  them  is  drawn  frotf 
their  defect  of  power  in  giving  I'edress^  I 
am  rather  for  supplying  the  deffect,  thaa 
tlMit'their  authority  Ikerein  shouldbe  wholly 
rescinded. 

I  woiddnotbe  thotight,  by  any  thingl 
have  said,  to  be  for  esttending  tne  power 
oi  the  clergy ;  I  aib  for  keef^ng  thM  as  wetf 
as  all  other  po\f  <S1*,  witlun  its  due  boundi' 
But,  surely,  the  clergy  are  not  to  be  the' 
only  men  in  the  world,  who^  whenth^y  are 
assault^,  have  not  a  liberty  to  compWa' 
and  telly  to  thisr  asylum  for  Aeitn6c^8arf 
d^noe ;  I  think  thia  iS"  aU^  they  now  do^ 
and  kis^  very  unfair  td  be  seeking  inAiS" 
tnously  fbrpatdeular  inslanceflf  ofUame; 
and  from  theiice  t6^  take  oceasion'of  cast'' 
ing  an  6diem  upon  the  whole  fwndiooi 
Those  frightiul  ideailj  therefor^,  of  church 
power ,« upon  which  so  many  chongct  hate 
bean  rung  of  latie,  I  take  to  be  very  uim^ 
cessar^  at  this  time ;  it  is  now  at  a  ytrj 
low  efefe,  and  it  is  very  well  if  it  daa  ke^ 
its  just  grt)and. 

The  mischief  which  i»  growiag  ap  i^  ^ 
another  sortyand'  ourKbernesarc  no  loDgff 
in  dancer  fi»om  any  thin^  which  is  founded 
in  rdigious*  |>retence»;  Ae  enemy  has 
erected  baltenesoll  round  our  con^*tiiti«n; 
but-aa  t&e  oburch  i»  the  weaken  part^it ' 
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thougbt  very  ftdvisable  to  begin  the  at- 
tack there ;  amd  if  it  succeeds,  tibey  will  soon 
niotint  the  breach,  and  take  possession  of 
the  whole;  for  we  may  learn  fpora  the 
&ta]  experience  of  former  times,  that  mo- 
narchy can  only  subsist  upon  the  union 
and  defence  of  our  civil  and  religious 
riffhts.  We  all  form  one  constitution,  it 
is  iijghly  necessary  therefore  that  ail,  who 
ar€  sincere  lovers  of  that,  should  well  know 
»id' mutually  protect  each  other;  and 
that  the  clergy  should  wisdy  consider, 
that,  as  at  all  tiroes  we  are  ready  to  oppose 
any  assaults  upon  their  quarter,  s«  they 
are  under  the  strongest  obligations,  in  die 
day  of  our  need,  not  to  withdraw  their  as- 
sistance from  us  in  pointy  of  ctvH  liberty ; 
ior  if  ever  that  should  he  dieir  fatal  mis- 
lake,  and  our  hwEkds  are  thereby  woidEened, 
they  will  undoubtedly  brin^  their  own  es- 
tid>H8hment  into  the  most  imminent  daa- 
ger. 

I  shall  say  no  more,  but  that  I  shall  at 
all  times  oppose  any  innovations,  because 
I  think  them  extremely  hazardous ;  let  us 
rather  guard  against  tne  intanperate  f<^- 
Hes,  the  luxury,  the  venality  and  irfelieion 
of  the  age,  which  have  been  long  gatner- 
ing  like  a  dark  thunder-cloud  in  the  sky. 
God  only  knows  how  eoop  it  may  burst ; 
but  whenever  it  happens,  and  I  fear  the 
day  is  at  no  great  distance,  it  will  certainly 
&11  most  heavily  upon  us ;  I  am  therefore 
for  keeping  up  our  common  shelters^  that 
we  jnsLy  be  protected,  as  well  as  possible, 
against  this  great  and  impending  danger. 

Then  the  question  being  put  for  pas^Pg 
the  Bill,  it  was  carried  in  the  afBrmative, 
by  164  to48,  and  Mr.  Glanvill^  was  ordered 
to  carry  it  to  the  Lords,  md  desire  their 
concurrence.* 


easy  recovery  of  the  Tythes,  Church 
Rates,  and  other  Ecclesiastical  Dues,  from 
the  people  calied  Quakers,  was  sent  up  by 
^e  Commons  to  the  House  of  Lords ; 

*  Whereas  by  an  Act  made  in  the  7th 
«  and  8th  year  of  the  reign  of -his  Majesty 

*  Kinff  William  3,  of  glorious  memory,  en- 

•  t\ea,  «  An  Act  that  the  solemn  iriBrma- 


frem  the  adjudication  of  th«justicei, 
I  in  Westmws- 


May  4-. 


Copu  of  the 
4-.  The  folic 


Quakers*  Tythe  BiU.^ 
following  Bill  foir  the  more 


*  ♦♦  Notwithstanding  all  obstacles,  thediapo- 
irition  of  the  Commans  was  yery  strong  in  ia- 
Toar  of  the  Quakers.  Their  petition  was  not 
eonsjdered  a  party  aflair ;  and  the  proceedings 
^gainst  many  of  them,  (lad  such  an  air  of  per- 
secution, as  procured  them  many  friends 
amongst  all  parties.  The  bill  underwent  great 
alterations  in  the  committee.  The  main  in - 
tiention  of  it  was,'  to  make  the  determination  of 
two  justices  of  the  peace  final,  as  to  all  pav- 
ments  of  tythes  and  church  dues,  >vhen  yie 
<ftuaker,  who  was  to  ^ay  them,  did  not  Htigate 
the  same,  which  the  justices  were  to  certify 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward* But  in  case  the  ^aaken*  should  titig-ate 
the  payment,  then  either  party,  who  thauld 


dissent 

night  have  recourse  to  the  courts  i 
ter  hall.  The  payment  of  all  diurch  lad 
chapel  rates,  if  refused  by  Quakers,  were,  yp^n 
the  complaint  of  the  churchwardens,  to  l^e 
levied  by  distress,  by  order  of  two  justicsf, 
upon  their  goods,  in  the  same  maimer  as  the 
poor  rates  are  levied,  and  no  Quaker  was  to  ba 
sued  or  prosecuted  for  not  paymg  any  church 
or  ofaapel  rates,  in  any  other  manner.  Such 
was  the  main  purport  of  th^  faifious  bill, 
though  clogged  with  a  gveirt  Dumber  of  other 
clauses ;  w^ea  afbr  long  debates,  and  sereral 
divisions,  it  passed  Ae  House  ef  ComnwM,  by 
a  maiority  of  164  against  4Q. 

**  In  the  upper  honse  it  was  suocesslhlly  op* 
posed  by  the  interest  of  the  cburob  and  the  law  ; 
a  considerable  number  of  courtiers  were  also 
non-contents.  The  two  great  lawyers,  lord 
chancellor  Talbot  and  lord  Hardwicke,  made  a 
strong  impressiou  by  observations  on  the  in* 
correctness  and  imperfections  of  thebifl^  for  tia 
amendment  of  which,  the  short  remainder  of 
the  session  would  not  afford  time.  The  speak** 
ers  on  both  sides  displayed  great  abilities  and 
temper,  but  when  the  question  was  pat,  ibr 
committing  the  bill,  it  paned  in  the  pegative,* 
by  a  majority  of  54  against  S5. 

"  The  minister  was  highly  dissatisfted  witb 
the  rejection  of  a  bijl  wliich  he  was  indueed 
from  various  considerations  to  promote.  {lo 
was  strongly  averse  to  ell  measures  which 
borethe  appearand  of  persecution  in  religiotM^ 
matters.    His  conduct  was  also  inlhienced  by 

Cersonal  considerations.  A  lar^  bofiy  of  Qna*' 
ers  were  established  in  the  county  of  Norfblk, 
and  particularly  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  who-^ 
had  always  supported  tlie  candidates  whom  he 
favoured  at  the  general  elections,  and  he  waa 
anxious,  from  a  principle  of  fi[ratitude,  to  provi» 
that  he  was  not  unmiqdful  of  past  fAvours,  and 
deservinff  of  fbture  assistance.  These  metires 
operatedso  strongly  in  its  favonr,  that  few  cir- 
cumstances ever  ruffled  bis  temper,  or  afi^^ed 
his  equanimity  more  than  the  wejectton  of  this 
bill.  He  bitter^  complained  of  the  vindictive 
spirit  which  reigfaed  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  his  resentment  was  principally  exeit^ 
against  the  bishop  of  London,  to  whom  he  at- 
trtbuted  its  defirat.  That  prelate  bad  prevailed 
on  the  bench  of  bishops,  to  ffive  their  decided 
opposition  to  the  bill,  and  nad  exhorted  the 
dergy,  in  att  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  to  pc- 
tuion  j^ainst  it,  as  highly  prejudicial  tp  the  in- 
terests of  the  efaurch.  In  consequence  of  these 
exertions,  the  minister,  with  a  spvit  qf  acrimony 
very  unusual  to  him,  withdrew  from  the  leara- 
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f  ^  tion  and  declaration  of  the  people  call- 

*  *  ed  Quakers,  shall  be  accepted  instead 

*  <  of  an  oath  in  the  usual  form/  a  remedy 

<  is  provided  for  recoveiy  of  tythes  and 

<  church-rates,  not  exceeding  the  value  of 

*  ten  pound/5»  where  Quakers  do  refuse  to 

*  pay  the  same* 

*  And  whereas  by  another  act  made  in 

*  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 

*  jesty  kin^  George  1,  the  said  remedy  is 

<  extended,   and  may  be   had  and  used 

*  against  any  Quaker  or  Quakers,  for  reco- 

*  vering  any  tythes  or  rates,  or  any  cus- 

*  tomary  or  other  rights,  dues  or  payments 

*  belonging  to    any   church    or   chapel, 

*  which  of  right,  by  law  and  custom  ought 

<  to  be  paid  for  the  stipend   or  mainte- 

*  nance  of  any  minister  or  curate  officiat- 
'  ing,  in  any  cnurch  or  chapel. 

*  And  wnereas  the  prosecutmg  of  any 

*  suit  in   the  superior    or   ecclesiastical 

*  courts  against  any  Quaker  or  Quakers, 

*  for  any  refusal  arising  from  a  scruple  of 
'  conscience,  to  set  out,  pay,  or  compound 

*  for  his  or  their  great  or  small  tythes, 

•d  prelate  the  fall  ooofidence  which  he  had 
hitherto  placed  in  him,  and  titiosferred  into 
other  hands  the  conduct  of  ecclesiastical  afiairs 
with  which  he  had  b^n  chiefly  entrusted. 
.  **  Edmund  Gibson  was  born  in  1669,  *,  and 
educated  at  the  free  mmmar  school  at  Bamp- 
ton,  in  Westmoreland,  the  place  of  his  nativity. 
At  the  affe  of  seTeateen,  he  was  admitted  a 
scholar  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford,  and  raised 
btmself  into  early  notice  by  various  publications, 
which  proved  his  classical  eruditioD,  his  accu- 
rate acquaintance  with  the  northern  languages, 
and  a  correct  kfiowledge  of  the  Roman  asd 
Saxon  antiquities,  and  British  topography.  His 
ffreat  talents  and  extensive  learning,  introduced 
him  to  the  patronage  of  archbishop  Tenisoo, 
who  made  hun  librarian  of  Lambeth,  and  ap- 
pointed him  his  domestic  chaplain.  By  the 
archbishop's  interest,  he  became  precentor 
and  residentiary  of  Cbiehester,  rector  of  Lam* 
beth,  and  archdeacon  of  Surry.  In  1713,  he 
gave  to  the  public  that  great  and  laborious 
>vork,  intitulea,  <  Codex  Juris  Ecdesiastici  An- 

Slicani,  or  the  Statutes,  Constitutions,  Canons, 
tubricks,  and  Articles  of  the  church  of  England, 
methodically  digested  under  their  proper  heads ; 
with  a  commentary,  historical  and  juridical, 
and  with  an  introductory  discourse  concerning 
the  present  state  of  the  power,  discipline,  and 
laws  of  the  church  of  England,  with  an  Ap- 
pendix of  Instruments,  antient  and  modem,  in 
folio.'    Being  a  great  friend  to  the  protestant 
V,  succession,  he  was  promoted,  in  17 16,  to  the 
'  bishopric  of  Lincoln,  and  in  1720,  translated 
to  the  see  of  London. 
*<  In  this  eminent  station,  he  enjoyed  the  full 

*  Biograpbia  Britanaiea. 


may  be  ulnecessarily  expensive  and 
grievous  to  such  Quakers,  if  the  said 
tythes  can  be  recovered  in  a  more  easj 
and  expeditious  manner. 
*  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King*i 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  mih  ue 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  this 
present  Parliament  assembled,  and  bj 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and 
afler  the  24th  day  of  June,  1736,  where 
any  Quaker  shall  refuse  or  n^lect, 
within  ten  days  afler  notice  given,  to  set 
out,  pay,  or  compound  for,  his  great  or 
small  tyUies,  or  to  pay  any  oblation,  or 
other  ecclesiastical  aues  (except  church 
rates)  or  any  rights^  or  payments  what- 
soever, belonging  to  any  church  or 
chapel,  which  of  right,  by  law  or  custom 
ought  to  be  paid,  for  the  stipend  or  main- 
tenance of  any  minister  or  curate,  offi- 
ciating in  any  church  or  chapel,  it  ibali 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more 
of  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  county,  riding,  town  corpo 


confidence  of  the  king  and  ministry,  and  wu 
principally  consulted  by  lord  Townsbeod  and 
sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  a]l  ecclesiastical  matters, 
particularly  during  the  long  decline  of  healih 
which  incapacitate  archbishop)  Wake  for  trana- 
acting  business.  He  was  always  zealous  io 
supporting  tlie  establishment  of  the  cfaorcb  of 
England,  and  uniformly  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  test  act.  He  declincti  a  translatioa  to 
Winchester,*  and  looked  forwards  to  the  pri- 
roacy  with  such  confidence  of  expectatkni,  that 
he  was  called  by  Whiston,  heir  apparent  to  the 
see  of  Canterbury.  These  well  founded  hopei 
were  frustrated  by  the  indignation  of  WalfK>le 
for  bis  opposition  to  the  Quakers'  bill.  Or 
the  decease  of  Wake,  the  see  was  conferred  oa 
Potter.  And  when,  on  his  death,  in  174^  ^ 
was  offered  to  Gibson,  be  declined  it  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  age  and  incceasing  io- 
firroitie8.t  fie  died  on  the  6th  of  Febroaiy 
1748. 

*'  The  iuTeteracy  displayed  against  this  emi- 
nent prelate  for  the  conscientious  dischargfe  of 
his  duty,  reflects  no  credit  on  the  memory  of 
sir  Robert  WaI|H>le.  His  esteem  for.  the  bi- 
shop  of  London  had  been  so  great,  that  when 
he  was  reproached  with  giving  him  the  aotbo- 
rity  of  a  pope,  he  replied,  «  And  a  very  good 

Kope  he  is.'  Even  after  their  disagr^meat, 
e  ne?er  faiM  to  pay '  an  euloginm  to  the 
learningand  integrity  of  his  former  friend." 
Coxe's  Walpole. 

■.    " 
*  Letter  from  bishop  Gibeon  to  sir  Robot 
Walpole,    Orford  Papers. 

t  Letter  from  bishop  Gil>son  to  the  King, 
communicated4>/  the  bishop  of  Salisbury  (Dr* 
Douglas.) 
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rate,  or  diTisiony  m  here  the  same  shall 
grow  due  (other  than  such  justice  of  the 
peace,  as  is  patron  of  the  church  or 
chapel  ^here  the  said  tythes  or  dues  do 
arise,  or  any  way  interested  in  such 
tythes  or  dues)  and  such  justices  are 
hereby  authorised  and  re(|uired,  upon 
complaint  of  the  parson,  vicar,  curate, 
&rmer,  or  proprietor  of,  or  person  in- 
titled  to  sucn  tythes,  dues,  or  payments, 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  person  who 
ought  to  have,  receive,  or  collect  the 
same,  by  writing  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  to  summon,  by  reasonable  warning, 
such  Quaker  or  Quakers,  agamst  whom 
such  complaint  shall  be  made,  to  appear 
before  them ;  and  also,  at  the  request  of 
any  of  the  parties,  by  summons  in  wri- 
ting under  their  handis  and  seals,  to  con- 
vene before  them  all  and  every  such  per- 
sons and  witnesses,  to  give  evidence 
touching  the  matters  complained  of,  as 
any  or  either  of  the  parties  shall  require ; 
and  after  tlie  appearance  of  such  Quaker 
or  Quakers,  or  in  default  of  his  or  their 
appearance  (the  said  warning  or  sum- 
mons being  proved  before  the  said  jus- 
tices upon  oath)  thev  the  said  justices, 
or  any  two  of  them,  snail  proceed  to  hear 
the  matter  of  the  said  complaint,  upon 
the  proofs,  evidences  and  testimonies  to 
be  produced  before  them;  and  for  that 
purpose  to  examine  as  well  the  said 
Quaker  and  Quakers,  in  case  of  his  or 
their  appearance,  upon  his  or  their  so- 
lemn affirmation,  as  the  several  persons 
or  witnesses  so  to  be  convened  before 
them,  or  otherwise  produced  at  such 
hearing,  upon  hi^  or  their  corporal  oaths, 
or  otherwise,  as  by  this  act  is  aftec  direct- 
ed; and  thereupon  to  state,  ascertain, 
and  determine  wnat  is  due,  payable  or 
forth-coming  by  and  from  such  Quaker 
or  Quakers,  to  the  party  or  parties  so 
complaining,  and  by  writing  under  their 
hands  and  seeds  to  make  a  proper  adjudi- 
cation thereupon,  and  thereby  to  order 
and  award  such  reasonable  satisfaction, 
compensation,  and  recompence  in  money 
to  be  made  and  paid  to  the  party  or  par- 
ties so  complaining  as  aforesaid,  as  tney 
shall  judge  to  be  just  and  reasonable  for 
such  tythes,  oblations,  or  other  ecclesi- 
astical dues  so  neglected  or  refused  to  be 
set  out,  paid,  or  compounded  for,  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  such  costs  for 
the  same,  according  to  the  nature  and 
merits  of  the  case,  as  to  them  the  said 
justices  shall  seem  reasonable,  and  by 
such  order  to  direct  and  appoint  the  pay- 
[VOL-  IX.] 


mf  nt  of  the  sum  to  be  awarded,  as  afore- 
said. 

*  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  Quaker 
or  Quakers  shall  refuse  or  neglect,  by  the 
space  of  ten  days  afler  notice  of  such 
adjudication,  to  pay  or  satisfy  any  such 
sum  of  money,  as,  upon  such  complaint 
and  proceeding  shall,  by  suph  justices^ 
as  aforesaid,  be  adjudged  in  manner  aa 
aforesaid ;  tiien  and  in  every  such  case, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  one 
of  the  said  justices,  upon  oath  made  of 
the  service  of  a  copy  of  such  order  of 
adjudication,  or  of  leaving  a  copy  of  the 
said  order  at  the  usual  place  of^abode  of 
such  Quaker  or  Quakers,  by  warrant 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to 
some  constable,  or  other  proper  officer, 
to  order  the  money,  so  awarded  to  be 
paid  as  aforesaid,  to  be  levied  bv  distress 
and  sale  of  the  roods  and  chattels  of  sudi 
Quaker  or  Quakers,  so  refusing  or  neg- 
lecting as  aforesaid,  his  and  their  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  rendering  the 
overplus  to  the  owner  of  such  gqo&  and 
chattels  (if  any  such  shall  be)  the  rea- 
sonable charge  of  making  the  said  dis- 
tress, and  of  selling  tlie  said  goods  and 
chattels,  being  thereout  first  deducted 
and  paid  to  the  party  or  parties  so  com- 
plainmg,  as  aforesaid :  and  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  such  justices  upon  oath,  that  no 
sufficient  distress  or  distresses  ^an  be  had 
or  made  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  then 
and  in  that  case  any  one  of  the  said  jus- 
tices, or  any  other  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  same  county,  is  hereby  impowered 
and  required,  by  warrant  under  nis  hand 
and  seal,  directed  to  the  proper  officers, 
to  commit  such  Quaker  or  Quakers  so 
refusing  or  neglecting,  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  common  jail  of  the  county,  city,  li- 
berty, or  place,  where  such  Quaker  or 
Quakers  snaU  reside,  there  to  remain 
without  bail  or  mainprize,  until  full  pay- 
ment be  made  to  the  parW  or  parties  so 
complaining,  as  aforesaid,  of^all  sucli. 
sums  and  costs  as  by  the  said  two  justices 
shall  have  been  awarded  by  such  order  as 
aforesaid*  And  to  the  end  the  said  jus- 
tices may  be  enabled  to  make  such  ad- 
^  judication  as  shall  be  just,  upon  the 
matters  so  to  be  complained  of,  as  afore- 
said, the  said  justices  are  hereby  im- 
powered and  required  to  examine  all 
such  witnesses  and  other  persons,  as 
shall  be  produced  or  convened  before 
them,  upon  their  corporal  oaths  (which 
oath,  and  all  other  oaths  required  to  be 
taken  by  this  act,  the  said  justices  art 
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'  hereby  authorized  to  adminiiter)  hxii  if 

*  any  such  persons  or  witnesses  shall  be  a 

*  Quaker^  then  such  Quaker  shall  be  exa- 
*-  mined  upon  his  solemn  affirmation,  ac- 

<  cording  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 

<  realm,  and  the  said  justices  shall  cause 

*  the  same  to  be  tendered  to  him  accord- 

<  ingly ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  be- 

*  ing  so  summonea,  a&  aforesaid,  to  give 
« evidence   touching    the   matters    com- 

*  plained  of,  as  aforesaid,  shall  without 
•just  cause  refuse  to  appear  before  the 

*  said  justices,  or  having  appeared  before 

*  them  shall  refbse  to  be  examined,  or  to 

*  testify  or  depose,  in  manner  as  aforesaid, 

*  concerning  the  matters  so  complained  of, 

*  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  wilfully  persist  in 

*  such  refusal,  then  and  in  every  such  case, 

*  all  and    every  person  and   persons  so 

*  oifending,  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the 

*  true  intent  of  J;his  act,  shall  for  every 

*  such  offence,  on  being  thereof  convicted 

*  before  the  said  justices,  forfeit  a  slim  not 

*  exceeding  five  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the 

*  parish  or  parisnes  where  such  lytliesor 

*  dues  do  ^ise,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and 

*  sale  of  sudi  offender's  gpo^  and  chat- 

*  tels,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 

*  seal  of  such  justices^  or  either  of  them,  or 

*  any  odier  justice  of  the  peace  within  the 

*  county  where  such  offender  shall  rfeside^ 

*  rendering  the  overplus  (if  any  shall  be) 

*  to  such  offender,  his  executors  or  admi- 

*  nistnitors. 

*  And  for  the  more  eflfectual  preventing 

*  all  unnecessary  and  expensive  prosecu- 

*  tions  gainst  Quakers,  be  it  farther  enact- 

*  ed  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  that  from 
«  and  after  the  said  24th  day  of  June^ 

*  where  any  Quaker  or  iQuakers  shaH  re- 

*  fiiBe  or  neglect  to  set  out,  pay,  or  com- 

*  pound  for  any  great  or  smnl  tythes,  ob- 

*  iations,  or  other  ecclesiastical  dues,  as 

*  aforesaid  (except  Church-rates)  no  per- 

*  son  or  persons  shall  prosecute  any  suit, 

*  or  commence  any  action^  or  file  any 

*  bill  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  law 

*  or  equity  at  Westminster,  or  in  any  other 

*  court  whatsoever,  for  the  recovery  there- 

*  of,  until  after  complaint  shall  be  made 

*  by  some  of  the  parties  interested  in  the 

*  said  tythes  or  ecclesiastical  dues,  and 

*  some  adjudication  or  order  thereupon 
«  Shall  be  made  by  the  justices,  by  this  act 
*impowered  to  hear  and  determine  the 

*  matter  of  such  complaint,  as  aforesaid  : 

*  and  in  case  it  shall  appear  by  such  order 
*and  adjudication,  and  the  said  justices 

*  shall  so  certify  therein  (which  the  said 

*  justices  are  hereby  required  to  certify, 
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accordingly,  without  fee'  &  n^ard)  th^ 
the  Quaker  or  Quakers  so  complained  «f 
did  not,  at  the  time  of  etammiiig  into 
and  hearing  the  matter  of  the  said  coin*. 
plaint,  cither  by  him  or  themselves,  or  by 
his  or  their  agents,  controvert,  litigate  or 
otherwise  oppose  the  payment  of  such 
tythes,  oblations,  or  ecclesiastical  dues^ 
but  did  either  confess  the  same  to  be  due 
or  not  gainsay  or  obstruct  the  adjudica- 
tion or  recovery,  and  levying  thereof,  or 
suffer  judgment  .or  sentence  before  the 
said  justices  to  go  against  him  by  de- 
fault, by  not  appearing  to  gainsay  the  re- 
covery and  levying  thereof ;  then  and  ia 
every  such  case,  uie  order,  award,  an4 
adjudication  so  to  be  made  by  the  said 
justices,  upon  the  matters  to  them  com- 
plained of,  shall  be  absolutely  final  and 
cohclusive  to  all  parties,  as  well  to  such 
as  shall  ^e  interested  in  the  said  tythes, 
oblations  and  ecclesiastical  dues,  as  ta 
the  said  Quaker  and  Quakers,  to  all  intents, 
constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  ; 
and  no  Quaker  or  Quakers  shall  be  sued 
or  prosecuted,  for,  or  on  account  of,  such 
tytnes,  oblations  or  other  ecclesiastical 
dues,  in  any  ecclesiastical  or  other 
court  whatsoever  after  such  adjudicar 
tlon  and  certificate,  by  appeal  or  otherr 
wise  howsoever.  And  no  libel  shall  be 
exhibited,  or  any  suit  instituted  or  pro- 
secuted in  any  ecclesiastical  court,  or  any 
action  commenced,  or  bill  filed,  in  daay 
of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  law  or  eouicj 
at  Westminster,  or  elsewhere,  toucmng 
or  concerning  the  same  except,  only  ia 
cases  where  the  title  of  such  tvthet 
shall  be  in  question,  as  in  this  act  o&er  if 
mentioned. 

*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  also  enacted 
by  the  authority  aibresaid.  That  where 
any  Quaker  or  Quakers,  by  themselves  or 
their  agents,  shall  any  ways  controvert 
or  litigate,  or  otherwise  obstruct  the  re- 
covery of  such  Uthes,  oblations^  or  eo* 
clesiastical  dues  oefore  the  said  justice^ 
and  Ae  said  justices  shall  i^^n  debate  of 
the  matter,  make  such  order,  award  and 
adjudication  thereupon  as  to  them  shall 
seem  just ;  and  shall  therein  certify^ 
whether  any  such  controversy,  litigadoa 
or  debate  was  then  had  before  them 
(which  they  are  hereby  required  to  cer- 
tify accordin£;ly9  without  fee  or  rewBid^ 
that  then  and  in  every  sudi  case,  iteither 
the  parson,  vicar  or  other  person  inte- 
rested  in,  or  entitled  to  the  said  tytbe^ 
oblations,  and  ecclesiastical  dues,  ta  die 
Quaker  or  Quakers  so  coQ^Ipin^  ^  9sA 
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^  smnmoned,  as  aforesaid,  shall  find  him  or^ 

*  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  order,  award 

<  and  adjudication  so  to  be  made  by  the 
'  said  justicts,  aforesaid ;  and  shall  thercr 

*  upon,  within  ten  days  after  the  service  of 

*  a  copy  of  the  said  order,  award,  or  adiu- 
^  dication,  give  notice  in  writing,  under  his 

*  or  their  hands,  to  the  said  justices,  that 
«  he  or  they  conceive  him  or  themselves 
^  ag^eved,  and  that  he  or  they  refuse  to 

<  abide  by  tiie  determination  given  by  the 

<  said  justices,  by  the  said  order,  award  or 

<  adjudication ;  then,  and  from,  and  imme- 

<  diately  after  such  notice,  the  said  justices 

<  shall  surcease  and  forbear  to  make  any 

*  distress,  or  otherwise  proceed  upon  such 

<  their  order,  award  or  adjudication,  or 

*  otherwise  howsoever.     And  then,  in  th^ 

*  case,  it  shall  and  miay  be  lawful  to  and 

*  for  all  ^d  every  the  parties  to  resort  to 

*  such  remedy,  by  suit,  action,  or  bill,  in 
«  ^y  of  his  Majesty's  courts  ^t  Westmin- 

*  ster,  as  he  ot  {hey  ^h/dl  think  proper  tp 

*  resort  unto:    either  for  the  better  re- 

*  covery  of  such  tythes,  oblations,  or  ec- 

<  desiasticdl  dues,  or  for  discharging  him- 

*  ^Ai  from  the  payment  thereof.    And  all 

*  and  every  person  and  persons  shall  have 

*  and  enjoy  all  and  every  the  like  reme- 

*  dies,  and  shaU  be  intituled  to  the  like  ac- 

*  tions,  suits  and  advantages,  as  well  for 

*  the  recovery  of  such  t)^hes,  oblations, 

*  and  ecclesiastical  dues,  and  all  cost;s  for 

*  substrocting  or  with-holding  the  same,  as 

*  for  the  dischargipg  him  and  themselves 

*  from  the  payment  thereof,  in  any  of  his 

*  Majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  in  as 
^  full  ana  ample  a  manner  as  he  and  they 

*  might  have  nad  and  enjoyed,  or  been  en- 
^  titled  %o  by  the  l^ws  »na  statutes  of  the 

*  realm,  had  not  this  act  been  made.  And 
«  his  Majesty's  courts  of  law  and  equity  at 

-•  Westminster  shall  have  full  power  and 

*  Authority,  if  they  shall  see  cause  (buit 

*  8)Ubject  %o  tbe  proviso  in  this  act  after 
^  contained)  to  award  such  costs  as  shall 

*  be  reasonable  for  the  vexation,  expence, 

*  ai;id  delay  before  the  said  justices,  by 

<  whose  a^judiqation  the  said  parties  shaU 

*  have  conceived  themselves  aggrieved,  as 

<  ^oreoaid ;  ^any  thing  in  this  act  contain- 
'  edto  the  contr:ary  notwithstanding. 

*  And  be  it  faruier  enacted  by  the  au- 

<  thority  ,afpresaid,  that  where  any  decree  or 

*  other  judgment  shall  be  obtained  in  any 

*  of  his  lyfaj^ty's  courts  at  Westminster, 

*  execution  of  such  decree  or  judgmeiit 
^  shall  he  made  by  process  directed  to  the 

*  sheriff,  requiring  nim  to  levy  the  money 

<  a^Mliodecreedpradjudged'uppnthe  goo4s 
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chattels  of  the  said  Quaker  or  Quakers* 
his  and  their  executors  and  administra- 
tors; and  if  the  sheriff  shall  return  tha^ 
he  can  find  no  goods  sufficient,  whereon 
to  levy  such  money,  then  by  imprison- 
ment of  their  persons.  And  the  said  se- 
veral courts  are  hereby  authorised  and 
impowered  to  award  such  execution 
in  all  cases  within  the  true  meaning  o^ 
this  act. 

^  Provided,  always,  and  it  is  hereby  also 
enacted.  That  where  any  judgment,  de- 
cree, or  order  shall  be  made,  passed  or 
pronounced  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts 
at^  Westminster,  in  any  cause  or  suit  to 
be  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  any  per- 
sons, who  shall  conceive  themselves  ag-' 
grieved  by  the  award,  order,  and  adjuou- 
cation  w  the  justices  hereby  impowerei 
to  hear  and  determine  any  complainjt 
relating  to  Quaker  or  Quakers  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  set  oi|t  or  pa}'  sucn  tythes 
find  dues  as  aforesaid ;  that  in  every  such 
case,  if  the  sum  or^iered,  eniomed,  an^ 
directed  to  be  paid  by  tlie  said  Quaker  or 
Quakers,  in  recompence  of  the  tythes  by 
him  or  them  with-held^  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  before  ord/ered  and  awarded  by 
the  order,  award,  and  adjudication  of 
the  said  justices,  to  be  paid  by  the  sai^ 
Quaker  or  Quakers,  no  parson,  vicar,  cu- 
rate or  other  person  entitled  to  such 
tythes,  or  dues  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  or 
^e  entitled  either  to  double  x>r  treble 
value,  by  virtue  of  the  statute  made  in 
the  second  year  of  king  Edward  6,  or  to 
any  other  costs  or  damages  whatsoever,  or 
to  any  other  sum  in  respect  of  his  and 
their  charges  or  expences  in  any  or  either 
of  the  said  courts,  where  such  judgment  or 
decree  shall  be  obtained,  given,  or  pro- 
nounced, or  in  any  other  court  or  pW^ 
whatsoever ;  but  that  he  and  they  shall  be 
and  is,  and  are  by  this  act  utterly  exclud- 
ed therefrom,  and  shall  pay  to  such 
Quaker  or  Quakers  his  costs,  to  be  asses^ 
ed  by  the  courts  wherein  such  judgmeijt 
ordecree  shall  be  obtained ;  any  law,  st^ 
tiite,  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  any  wi^ 
notwithstanding. 

*  Provided  always,  and  he  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  amresaid,  that  if  any  per- 
son, thinking  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
determination  of  the  justices,  as  afore- 
said, shall  thereupon  give  such  notice  as 
aforesaid  to  the  said  justices,  of  his  re- 
fusal to  abide  by  such  determination,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person, 
who  shall  first  give  notice  as  aforesaid,  to 
appeal  ^pm  the  same  unto  the  judges  of 
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assize,  who  shall  next  hold  the  assizes  or 
sessions  for  the  county  or  place,  wherein 
such  determination  shall  be  made,  in- 
stead of  having  recourse  to  his  Majesty's 
courts  at  Westminster ;  and  in  that  case, 
such  person  shall  give  notice  in  writing 
of  such  his  intent  to  appeal,  unto  the 
justices  who  made  such  determination, 
before  their  judgment  shall  be  executed, 
and  at  least  eight  days  exclusive  before 
the  holding  such  next  assizes  or  sessions. 
And  such  judges  of  assize,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  may  and  shaJl,  in  a  sum- 
mary  way,  examine  the  parties  and  wit- 
nesses, in  such  manner  as  the  justices 
are  hereby  directed  to  do ;  and  may  and 
shall  hear,  and  finally  adjudge  and  deter- 
mme  such  appeal^  either  by  affirming, 
altering,  or  reversmg  the  judgment  ap- 
pealed from;  and  also  give  such  costs 
a^inst  either  party,  as  to  him  or  them 
shall  seem  just  and  reasonable ;  and  shall 
issue  his  or  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  i 
high-constable  of  the  hundred,  or  to  the  I 
constable  of  the  parish  or  place  within  ! 
any  city  or  town  corporate  wherein  such  | 
Quaker  or  other  person  shall  inhabit,  to  | 
levy  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of 
the  jperson  against  whom  such  judgment 
shall  be  made,  the  sum  and  costs  so  ad- 
judged by  him  or  them,  in  likt  manner  as 
the  said  justices  to  whom  the  said  com- 

Slaint  was  originally  made,  might  have 
one,  had  there  been  no  such  appeal. 
And  in  case  of  such  appeal,  either  of  the 
justices,  before  whom  such  complaint 
shall  hti^e  been  originally  made,  shall 
summon  all  such  persons  to  appear  before 
such  judges  of  assize,  to  give  evidence 
concerning  the  matter  of  the  said  appeal, 
as  the  parties  shall  respectively  require. 
And  all  persons  so  summoned,  are  here- 
by required  to  attend  pursuant  thereto, 
or  in  default  thereof  fhaving  no  just 
cause  of  excuse,  to  be  allowed  by  the  said 
judees  of  assize,  or  any  or  either  of  them) 
shaU  forfeit  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five 
pounds,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  or 
parishes,  where  such  tythes  or  dues  do 
arise,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  offender's  gooas,  by  warrant  from 
any  one  of  the  said  judges  of  assize,  re- 
turning the  overplus  if  any. 
*  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  from 
and  afler  the  said  24tli  day  of  June,  if 
any  Quaker,  afler  notice  given  him  by 
any  person  entitled  to  predial  tythes, 
ansing  from  lands  occupied  by  him,  or 
by  one  authorized  to  receive  the  same, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  set  out,  or 
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cause  to  be  set,  such  tythes,  if  payable 
in  kind,  and  not  otherwise,  by  custom, 
composition,  or  modus,  itshallandmaYbe 
lawful  for  such  person,  entitled  as  afore- 
said to  such  predial  tydies,  to  appoint  a 
E roper  person  for  that  purpose,  who  if 
ereby  authorised  to  come  upon  die  land 
of  such  Quaker,from  whom  such  tjtbe  is 
due,  and  justly  and  truly,  and  without 
firaud  or  partiality,  divide,  set  out  and 
sever  from  the  nme  parts  die  said  tythe, 
in  such  manner  as  all  persons  are  by  law 
obliged  to  set  out  their  respective  predial 
^thes;  such  person  so  appointed,  having 
first  taken  an  oath  before  any  justice  <m 
the  peace  of  the  county  or  place  where 
such  tythes  arise,  justly  to  set  out  die 
said  tythes  as  this  act  requires,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  wkhout 
fraud  or  partiality :  which  said  portion  so 
set  out  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  and  shall 
be  deemed  as  tythe  to  all  intents,  and 
shall  be  quietly  carried  away,  as  soon  as 
reasonably  and  conveniently  may  be,  by 
the  person  entitled  thereto,  or  any  one  or 
more  persons  appointed  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  without  any  interruption  by  the 
said  Quaker,  or  on  bis  behalf,  in  the  same 
maimer  as  might  lawfrilly  have  been  done 
had  such  tyuies  been  set  out  by  die 
Quaker,  himself,  from  whom  the  same  is 
due.  And  no  Quaker  shall  after  such 
notice,  and  before  the  setting  out,  or 
afler  such  tythe  shall  be  so  set  out,  with- 
draw or  take  away,  or  cause  to  be  with- 
drawn or  taken  away  the  said  tythes,  if 
payable  in  kind,  under  the  pain  of  for- 
feiture of  the  double  value  otwbBi  shall 
be  so  withdrawn  or  taken  aivay,  to  be  re- 
covered against  him  by  action  d*  debt, 
bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  his 
Majesty's  courts  at  Westminster,  in 
which  no  essoin,  protecticm,  wager  of 
law,  or  more  uian  one  imparlance  shall 
be  allowed,  in  case  the  person  entitled 
to  such  predial  tythes  so  withdrawn  shall 
chuse  to  sue  in  any  of  the  said  courtsfor 
the  same.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  m 
the  option  of  the  person  entitled  to  such 
predial  trthes  so  withdrawn,  to  wate 
the  said  forfeiture  of  the  double  value, 
and  proceed  before  two  justices,  as  here- 
inbefore directed,  for  recovery  of  di« 
single  only  of  such  predial  tythes  » 
wi&drawn,  and  costs,  irhe  shall  diink  fit 
so  to  do.  And  in  case  the  P®"^^' 
titled  to  such  predial  tythes  shall  preceed 
before  the  said  justices  in  manner  afore- 
said, then  and  in  every  such  case,  such 
QueJcer,  so  withdrairiDg  or  taking  awaf 
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the  same,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  sued 
or  prosecuted  on  account  of  not  setting 
out  such  tythe,  or  carrjring  away  the 
same,  in  any  other  court,  or  in  anj 
other  manner  whatsoever,  than  as  by  this 
act  is  directed. 

*  Provided  always,  that  if  the  person 
impointed  to  set  out  the  said  tvthet  shaU, 
through  any  wilful  default  of  the  Quaker, 
be  necessarily  put  to  any  unusual  or  ex- 
traordinary trouble  in  harvesting  and 
preparing  the  said  predial  tythes,  m  or- 
der to  the  setting  out  the  same,  and  over 
and  above  the  setting  out  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  place ;  that 
then,  upon  complaint  thereot  to  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place 
where  such  tythes  do  arise,  and  summons 
and  examination  into  the  matter  by  the 
said  justice,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawnil  for 
such  justice  finally  to  order  and  appoint 
what  shall  be  paid  by  such  Quaker,  in 
respect  of  such  unusual  or  extraordmary 
trouble ;  and  on  refusal  of  payment,  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
Quaker's  goods,  rendering  the  overplus 
after  the  costs  of  the  distress  deduct- 
ed. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or 
persons,  against  whom  any  such  judg- 
ment or  judgments  shr^l  be  nad,  as  afore- 
said, shall  remove  out  of  the  county, 
riding,  city,  or  corporation,  after  judg- 
ment had  as  aforesaid,  and  before  the 
levying  the  sum  or  sums  thereby  ad- 
judged to  be  levied:  the  justices  of  the 
peace  who  made  the  said  judgment,  or 
one  of  them,  shall  certify  the  same  under 
his  or  their  hands  and  seals,  to  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  such  other  county, 
city  or  place,  to  which  the  said  person  or 
persons  shall  go,  or  be  removed  unto ; 
which  justice  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  order  such  sum  or  sums  to  be 
levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such 
person  or  persons,  as  fully,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  the  other  justices  might 
have  done,  if  such  person  or  persons  had 
not  removed,  as  aforesaid ;  which  shall  be 
levied  and  recovered  according  to  the 
said  judgment. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  from  and  afler  the 
24th  day  of  June,  1736,  if  any  Quaker 
sliall  renise  to  pay  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  duly  and-  lawfully  assessed  or 
diarged  on  him  or  her  by  any  church  or 
chapel  rates,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 


for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  where 
such  Quaker  inhabits,  and  they  are  here- 
by required,  upon  complaint  to  them 
made  by  the  churchwardens  impowered 
to  collect  such  rate,  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
of  such  Quaker,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  rates  for  the  reUef  of  the  poor  may  be 
levied :  and  no  Quaker  shall  be  sued  or 
prosecuted,  for  not  paying  any  church  or 
chapel  rates,  in  any  other  manner  what- 
soever. 

*  Provided  always.  That  no  distress  to 
be  taken  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be 
excessive  or  unreasonable :  but  shall  b* 
proportioned  to  the  value  of  the  sum 
aw^ed  or  forfeited;  and  the  goods 
distrained  shall  be  publicly  sold. 

*  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted.  That 
where  any  Quaker  or  Quakers  complain- 
ed oS  for  substracting,  with-holding,  not 
paying  or  compounding  for  any  such 
tymes,  church  rates,^  obmtions,  or  other 
ecclesiastical  dues,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  her- 
fore  the  justices  of  the  peace,  to  whom 
such  complaint  is  made,  alledge  or  insist 
upon  any  prescription,  composition,  or 
modus  dectmaruiif  exemption,  discharge, 
agreement,  or  title,  whereby  he  or  she  is 
or  ought  to  be  freed  from  payment  of  the 
said  tythes  or  other  dues  in  question ;  and 
deliver  the  same  in  writing  to  the  said 
iustices  of  the  peace,  subscrmed  by  him, 
her,  or  themselves ;  in  that  case,  the  said 
justices  of  the  peace  shall  forbear  to  give 
any  judgment  in  the  matter ;  and  that 
then  and  in  such  case,  the  person  or 
persons  so  complaining  shall  and  may  be 
at  hberty  to  prosecute  such  Quaker  or 
Quakers,  for  the  matters  aforesaid,  in  any 
court  or  courts  whatsoever,  where  such 
person  or  persons  might  have  sued  for  the 
same  before  the  making  of  this  act,  any 
thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  fiurther 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
in  all  cities  and  towns  corporate  where, 
for  the  time  being,  one  justice  of  the 
peace  only  shall  be  resident;  in  every 
such  case  it  shall  syiid  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  such  one  jtistice,  together  with 
any  one  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
ty ( not  patron,  nor  interested  ^  to  execute 
all  the  powers,  directions,  ana  authorities 
in  this  act  contained  and  directed  to  be 
done  by  two  justices  of  the  peace ;  and 
ia  case  no  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be 
resident  in  such  city  or  town  corporate, 
then  two  justices  of  the  county  may  exe- 
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cute  all  such  powers,  directums,  and  M- 
^thorities. 

*  And  be  it  &rther  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  the 
herein  before  in  part  recited  acts,  nade 
in  the  7th  and  8tn  rear  of  the  reign  ofhiB 
lat£  majesty  king  William  3,  and  in  the 
fintyearoi  his  late  majesty  king  George  1, 
as  relates  only  to  the  recovery  of 
tythes  or  rates,  or  any  customary  or  other 
rights.  duU,  or  payments  belonging  to 
any  church  or  chapel,  which  of  right  by 
law  and  custom  ought  to  be  paid  for  the 
stipend  or  maintenance  of  any  minister 
or  curate  officiating  in  any  diurdi  or 
chapel,  in  the  manner  thereby  provided, 
ahaU  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed^ 

*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  person  sued  or  prose- 
cuted for  an  V  tmng  done  pursuant  to  the 
directions  of  this  act,  to  plead  the  general 
issue ;  and  on  that  or  any  other  issue  to 
give  this  act,  and  the  special  matter  in 
evidence :  and  if  a  verdict  or  judgment 
shall  be  for  the  defendant,  or  the  plaintiff 
shall  be  nonsuit,  or  discontinue  his  action, 
the  defendant  shall  recover  treble  costs, 
in  such  manner  as  costs  in  other  actions 
given  to  defendants  are  recoverable: 
and  no  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be  com- 
menced against  any  person,  for  any  thing 
done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  unless  the 
same  be  brought  or  commenced  within 
six  months  after  such  cause  of  aotion 
adses. 

<  And  be  it  farther  ^lacted  by  the  au- 
thority afovesaid,  That  this  present  act 
shall  be  deemed,  and  is  herdby  declared 
to  be  a  publicact,  wad  shall  be  taken  no- 
(ioe  ofas  such  by  all  judges,  justices,  and 
^srtiher  persons  whatsoever,  without  ^pe- 
<ially  iileading  the  same.' 

May  4«  The  above  B31  baviag  beivi 
Mftd  in  the  House  of  hotdB  a  first  tine, 
and  ordeited  to  be  nead  a  second  time  Sin 
the  l^h,  and  many  fitetjtions  having  besn 
likewise  presented  against  Jit,  the  Belii- 
(ieaen3  were  ordeiiied  io  be  faeasd  Jby  thfjr 
oounsel  if)on  the  second  i«adiii^  and  it 
tms  ondeved  that  caunael  shoulcT  also  be 
adpaittad  to  4)e  heard  jn&vofir  iof  jtihe'Siill 
at  thf  eawr  time* 

Twthe  ML-]     Hai9  12.    The  BiU  sias 
aaad  a  .second  time,  ittid  the  counsel  ^r 

&Bd4)^iAn§t>^)fiiU^)«wrein  j>artheai49  o^ 
^^hiah  .fiflcasiM^ii  gueelion  jnoee  Aheut  Ae 


Dehatf  in  the  Lords  [1180 

Proofs  to  be  laid  before  the  House  by  du) 
counsel  for  the  Bill,  in  relation  to  tbe 
hardships  and  pen>ecutioiis  the  Quakers 
had  suffered,  by  tedious  and  expensive 
suits,  lor  Tythes  in  the  ecclesiastical  and 
other  courts ;  for  the  counsel  for  the  601 
havingacquainted  the  House,  that  with  res- 
pect to  the  prosecutions  in  the  Exchequeri 
they  could  oring  proper  and  legal  proo&, 
to  wit.  Copies  of^  the  Records  which  M 
been  duly  exammed,  and  would  be  proved 
at  their  lordships'  bar  tb  be  true  copies; 
but  with  respect  to  the  Prosecutions  in  tbe 
ecclesiastical  courts,  they  bad  indeed 
Proo&,  but  they  were  sucn  as  they  could 
not  call  legal  proo&,  because  it  was  only 
the  parol  evidence  of  persons  who  had  been 
concerned  in  the  suits,  and  therefore  they 
must  submit  it  to  their  lordships  whether 
they  would  allow  any  such  proo&  to  be 
laid  before  them ;  upon  which  there  was 
some  debate  in  the  House,  and  the  qu£s« 
tion  being  at  last  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative* 

The  counsel  for  and  against  the  BiS 
having  finished,  and  being  withdrawn,  a 
motion  was  made  for  committing  the  BiDi 
whereupon  a  very  long  debate  ensued,  in 
which  tne  Arguments  for  the  motion  were 
to  the  following  effect : 

My  Lords;  I  believe  it  will  be  admitted 
by  every  lord  in  this  House  without  any 
exception,  that  persecution  .of  any  kind  is 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  Christi- 
anity, I  am  sure  it  must  be  admitted  byaD, 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  o«r 
constitution  and  government;  and  it  most 
be  granted,  that  ever^  sort  of  punishment^ 
every  sort  of  oppsession,  whidi  a  man  if 
subjected  to,  for  not  doing  that  which  in  his 
conscience  he  thinks  unlawful  for  him  to 
do,  is  a  sort  of  pex^secution.  We  knov, 
my  X^rds,  it  was  once  ^tabhshedasafun* 
d^ental  and  necessary  article  d  the 
Christian  faith,  that  tythes  were  due  of  di- 
vine right  to  ibe  church,  that  it  was  a  moflt 
damnable  sin  to  convert  them  to  any  other 
use;  4md  that^ they  were in^^ipir^iA 
eveigr  dispute  in  relation  to  them,  was  to  be 
heard  4md  determined  by  the  spiritoil 
courts,and  by  them  only.  These  doctrinOy 
it  is  true,  are  Aow  pretty  ^uchexplodedySl 
least  in  this  kingdom ;  but  ndicukras  » 
they  4tte,  ibda^  were  formany  years  atwau- 
OusLy  insisted  jquq,  and  most  induitrioQily 
qupead,  whidi  £ose  occasion  to  that  sect  a 
men  called  Quakei^,  to  iestablish  it  9s  one  of 
the  articles  of  their  faith,  that  tythes  were 
abolished  b^  the  Chri^um  doctrine,  and 
that^j^pccun  being  of  divine  rj^  ^ 
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wdsincofistetetitWith  Cfarii^atuty  either  to 
exact  them  or  pay  them :  ftor^  nence  it  it 
diat  every  man  who  is  truly  and  sincerely 
a  Quaker,  is  in  his  conscience  convinced^ 
that  it  is  unlawini  for  hun  to  pay  tytht. 

But  unluckily,  my  Loros,  for  the 
Quakers,  those  who  were  the  patrons  and 
chief  promoters  of  the  reformation  in  these 
kingdoms,  though  they  abolished  the  doc- 
trine, that  tythes  were  due  of  divine  right 
to  the  church,  yet  as  the  tythe  brought  in 
a  great  revenue,  and  as  it  was  a  tax  the 
people  had  been  long  accustomed  to,  they 
thought  it  very  proper  and  mighty  con- 
venient for  them  to  continue  the  tax ; 
therefore  they  made  them  due  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  though  they  admitted  they 
were  not  due  by  the  laws  of  the  gospel. 
This  however  was  no  salve  for  the  tender 
■  consciences  of  the  Quakers :  for  as  those 
laws  made  the  tax  still  ^hyfihle  as  tythe^ 
they  thought  they  could  not  in  conscience 
voluntarily  comply  with  what  was  enjoined 
by  such  laws;  and  even  to  this  day,  though 
they  must  admit  that  tythes  are  due  by  iSe 
law  of  the  land,  yet  they  think  they  cannot 
!n  conscience  pay  them,  till  they  are  com- 

Eilled  by  the  law  so  to  do.  1  confess  my 
ords,  this  appears  to  me  a  little  whimsical ; 
but  I  am  not  to  measure  another  man's 
conscience  by  my  own,  nor  ought  I  to  op- 
press him  because  he  makes  a  matter  of 
conscience  of  an  opinion  which  I  take  to 
be  whimsical ;  and  if  I  ought  not  mySelf  in 
luch  a  case  to  be  guilty  of  oppression,  I 
ton  sure  1  ought  to  prevent  another's  being 
guilty  of  it,  as  far  as  Hes  in  my  power. 

Tythe,  my  Lords,  is  a  tax  which  is  now 
due  by  die  law  of  the  land,  and  must,  I 
believe,  remain  so,  therefore  the  Quaker 
must  pay  it  as  well  as  every  other  man 
subjected  to  it  by  law,  nor  does  he  desire 
to  be  absolutely  n^ee  from  it ;  he  only  de- 
sires, since  his  conscience  will  not  allow  him 
to  pay  it  voluntarily  and  freely,  that  you 
would  take  it  from  him  in  the  easiest  and 
least  expensive  method  joxx  can:  He 
knows  that  he  must  pay  the  costs  of  every 
suit  commenced  agamst  him  for  the  pay- 
inent  of  that  tythe  which  is  due  by  law, 
and  he  only  desires  that  the  to%ta  of  suit 
may  be  nuKle  as  eas^'  as  possible.  This 
was  thought  so  reasonable  a  demand,  that 
a  law  was  made  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
1am,  by  which  tythes  not  exceeding  10/. 
in  value  were  made  recoverable  frotn  "Qua- 
kers before  the  two  next  justices  off  the 
TOace  of  the  same  coutity,  not  interested 
in  the  tytibe  to  be  so  recovered ;  and  it 
was  at  ttiat  time  expected,  that  everry  tnan 


in  the  kingdom,  entitled  to  tythes,  wouM 
have  taken  that  easy  method  of  recover^ 
ing  his  tythes  fhmi  Qaakers ;  but  it  has 
since  been  found  by  experience,  that  some 
persons  entitled  to  tythes,  from  a  spirit  of 
persecution  and  oppression,  for  I  can  cA 
it  nothing  else,  have  had  recourse  to  eccle- 
siastical and  otiier  expensive  courts  for  the 
recovery  of  those  tythes,  which  they  might 
have  recovered  by  the  sentence  of  two 
neighbouring  justices;  by  which  the  poor 
Quaker  has  often  been  compeUed  to  pay, 
not  only  what  was  due  for  tythe,  but  ten 
times  more  by  way  of  costs  of  suit,  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  him  and  his  family. 

^  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  fur- 
nished with  all  the  proofs  we  might  have 
had,  of  such  oppressions  having  been 
committed;  thoueh  I  am  convinced,  if 
the  Quakers  had  thought  such  proofi  ne- 
cessary, or  if  we  had  allowed  them  to  lay 
before  us  the  proofs  they  had  prepared,  wo 
might  have  been  furnished  with  a  consi- 
derable number.  But  suwpose  we  had 
not  one  proof  of  any  such  oppressions 
having  ever  been  committed^  suppose  there 
never  had  been  a  surmise  oi  any  such 
oppression,  it  is  certain,  that,  as  the  law 
stands  at  present,  such  oppressions  may 
be  committed:  and  as  it  is  our  duty  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  as  well  as  punish  all 
manner  of  oppression,  we  ought  to  make 
some  alteration  in  the  present  laws  relating 
to  the  recovery  of  tythea,  e^ecially  consi- 
dering how*apt  some  people  are  to  oppress 
and  persecute  those  wno  oaret©  differ  fVom 
them  in  any  opraion.  When  we  are  about  to 
make  or  repeal  any  law  in  order  to  prevent 
a  grievance^hat  may  be  apprehenoed,  it  ia 
no  way  necessary  fbr  us  totiave  anyjproofii 
that  the  grievance  has  been  actually  felt* 
When  the  law  de  Haeretico  Comburendo 
was  repealed,  there  were  ^len  no  proofs 
before  either  House  of  Parliament,  tihat  a 
bad  use  had  been  made  of  that  law;  itwas 
thought  sufficient  that  a  bad  use  might  be 
made  of  it,  smd  as  that  was  apparent,  the 
law  was  therefore  repealed :  even  last 
session,  when  the  law  wa^  made  for  regu- 
lating tihe  quartering  of  soldiers  at  the  tmHo 
of  elections,  there  was  not  so  much  as  the 
least  surmise  of  any  grievance  haviqg 
arisen  from  ^ence ;  and  diis  very  sessioii^ 
when  we  passed  the  Bill  ibr  repealing  ihe 
laws  against  witchcraft,  there^was  not  thn^ 
least  proof  so  much  as  desired,  that  ever 
any  old  woman  had  been  burnt  fbr  a  witch. 
From  all  which  it  isplson,  that,  in t>nKrto 
prevail  whh  either  House  of  Parliament  to 
pass  Mt  repeal  afty  law,  It  is  scfficxent  to 
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tl^ew  that  a  grievance  may  ensue,  if  the  law 
be  not  passed  or  repealed. 

Now,  my  Lords,  iii  the  present  case,  it 
is  no  persecution  or  oppression  to  take 
from  the  Quaker  in  the  easiest  and  least 
expensive  manner  those  tythes  which  are 
due  by  the  law ;  but  when  they  can  be  re- 
covered without  subjecting  him  to  any 
great  expence  or  inconvenience,  it  is  per- 
secution as  well  as  oppression,  to  sue  for 
them  in  such  a  way  as  must  necessarily 
load  him  with  a  prodigious  expence;  be- 
cause, though  the  pkmtiff  ma^  perhaps 
call  his  refui^  obstmacy,  yet  m  charity 
we  are  obliged*  to  call  it  conscience ;  and 
therefore  we  must  call  that  a  persecuting 
of  him  for  conscience  sake,  which  the 
plaintiff  may  perhaps  call  a  punishing  of 
nim  for  his  obstinacy.  Bv  die  first  law  for 
making  tythes  recoverable  from  Quakers 
before  two  neighbouring  justices  in  the 
country,  a  cheap  and  easy  method  is  pro- 
vided for  the  parson  to  recover  those  wages, 
or  that  maintenance  which  is  due  to  him 
by  law ;  and  this  method  has  been  found 
so  effectual,  that  every  wise  and  good-na- 
tured parson  in  the  kingdom  has  always 
chosen  it,  because  he  found  he  could 
thereby  come  speedily  at  his  right  without 
vexing  and  ruming  his  neighbour,  the 
Quaker,  by  a  tedious  and  expensive  suit, 
for  that  which  his  conscience  would  not 
permit  him  to  pav  till  he  was  compelled 
by  due  course  of  law :  But  the  method  by 
that  act  provided,  appears  to  be  deficient 
in  two  respects ;  First,  that  it  does  not 
allow  any  tythes  above  the  value  of  10/. 
to  be  recoverable  before  two  justices ;  and 
the  other,  that  it  leaves  to  the  incumbent, 
or  any  other  person  entitled  to  tjrthes,  an 
option  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  his 
ty  the,  either  in  this  cheap  and  easy  method, 
or  in  the  most  vexatious  and  expensive 
method  he  can  think  of.  As  to  the  first  of 
these  defects,  it  has  been  deemed,  and  I 
think  it  b  evident,  that  two  neighbouring 
justices  of  the  peace  are  as  arable  to  settle 
and  ascertain  a  claim  of  100/.  as  they  are 
one  of  10/.  provided  there  be  no  matter 
of  law  or  right  in  dispute ;  and  since  in 
our  supreme  courts  the  value  of  any  such 
claim  IS  always  settled  and  ascertained  by 
juries,  I  cannot  think  but  that  two  or  more 
ndghbouring  gentlemen  who  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be  in  the  commission  of  the  peace, 
areas  capable  to  settle  and  ascertain  such 
a  claim,  as  any  twelve  tradesmen  or  farmers 
in  the  county ;  for  this  reason  all  tythes 
due  from  Quakers  have  since  been  made 
recoverable  before  the  justices  of  peace : 
9 


Debate  in  the  Lords 


[11B4 


But  as  to  the  other  defect,  it  stands  as  yet 
unremedied,  and  I  must  call  it  an  intolera^ 
ble  one ;  for  to  leave  to  every  incumbent, 
or  other  person  entitled  to  tyUies,an  option 
to  prosecute  in  the  most  vexatious  and  ex^ 
pensive  way,  whenever  he  pleases,  is  the 
same  with  giving  him  a  power  to  oppress 
or  persecute  his  neighbour  when  he  has  a 
mind :  When  this  power  is  made  use  €£ 
against  a  neighbour  who  is  not  a  Quaker, 
it  must  even  then  be  called  oppression;  when 
it  is  made  use  of  against  a  neighbour  ^du>is 
a  conscientious  Quaker,  it  is  downright 
persecution  ;  and  therefore,  my  Lords,  I 
must  say,  that  I  am  surprised  to  find,  that 
this  last  defect  has  not  been  remedied  long 
before  this  time:  I  must  say,  we  are  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  the  people  called 
Quakers,  for  making  us  observe  a  defect  in 
our  laws,  which  perhaps  has  occasioned, 
but  certainly  may  occasion  a  great  deal  d 
oppression  and  persecution ;  and  now  tliat 
it  has  been  laid  before  you,  I  cannot  doubt 
but  that  your  lordships  will  unanimously 
concur  in  contriving  some  method  for  re» 
medying  the  same. 

The  scope  and  design  of  the  Bill  now 
before  us,  is  for  reme<^inff  both  this  last 
defect  in  the  most  effectualandsafe  metlMd 
that  can  be  thought  of ;  and  for  obliging 
all  men  entitled  to  hrthes  for  the  future, 
to  take  that  method  of  recovering  them, 
which  every  wise  and  good-natured  man 
has  taken  ever  since  it  was  established 
I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  the  Bill,  as 
it  stands  at  present,  may  have  occasion  for 
some  amenmnents ;  whatever  amendments 
it  may  stand  in  need  of,  will  best  appear 
in  the  committee;  and  considering  that 
we  shall  there  have  the  assistance  of  the 
reverend  bench,  as  well  as  the  two  learned 
Lords  whom  we  have  now  the  happiness 
to  have  among  us,  I  am  convinced  we  may 
be  able  to  maxe  such  amendments  in  the 
Committee  as  will  render  the  Bill  as  efiec- 
tual  and  perfect  as  the  design  of  it  is  ne- 
cessary and  Christian.  For  this  reason  I 
shall  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  any  of 
those  amendments  I  may  think  necessary, 
but  shall  only  move  for  the  Bill's  being 
committed. 

To  this  it  was  answered  in  substance  as 
follows,  viz. 

Whether  the  tythes  payable  to  the 
church  be  of  divine  right  or  no,  is  a  ques- 
tion, my  Lords,  which  cannot  any  way  be 
brought  into  the  dispute  now  before  us: 
but  as  there  is  at  present  among  us  a  set  of 
men  who  pretend  to  make  it  a  cam  of 
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conscience,  that  they  ought  not  to  pay 
mhes,  and  as  it  has  been  said  that  the 
^vine  right  of  tythes  was  once  strongly 
insisted  on^and  consequently,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  sued  for  in  any  court  but 
the  spiritual  court,  I  may,  I  think,  suppose 
a  set  of  men  who  made  it  a  case  of  con- 
science not  to  sue  for  their  tythes  in  any 
courts  butthe  ecclesiastical :  Now,  if  there 
were  any  such  set  of  men  among  us,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  we  should 
manage  between  the  tender  conscience  of 
the  Quakers  of  one  side,  and  the  tender 
conscience  of  these  divine-right-raen  on 
the  other ;  for  I  must  think,  that  it  would 
be  as  great  persecution  to  take  from  a  man 
all  means  of  recovering  his  property,  ex- 
cept that  which  he  pretended  ne  could  not 
in  conscience  make  use  of,  as  it  would  be, 
to  leave  to  a  man  freedom  of  suing  in  that 
v^ay  which  he  might  think  most  effectual 
for  recovering  his  property  from  another, 
irho  pretended  that  he  could  not  in  con- 
science part  with  it  till  compelled  by  due 
<>our8e  of  law.  I  do  not  know,  but  some 
of  those  who  are  now  for  shewing  so  great 
a  regard  to  the  tender  conscience  of  the 
Quakers,  would  be  very  apt  to  call  the  pre- 
tended conscience  of  these  divine-right- 
men  a  most  ridiculous  obstinacy :  They 
would  probably  say,  that  if  these  men  had 
a  mind  to  remain  so  obstinate  as  not  to  sue 
for  their  property  in  that  method  which 
the  law  prescribed,  they  deserved  to  lose 
it ;  and  indeed  I  should  be  very  apt  to  join 
in  the  same  opinion. 

I  am  for  liberty  of  conscience  as  much 
as  any  lord  in  this  House ;  I  shall  alwa3r8 
be  against  persecuting  or  oppressing  any 
man,  either  in  his  person  or  property,  on 
account  of  any  dispute  or  opinion  in  which 
conscience  can  have  a  concern ;  but  con- 
science can  have  no  concern  in  any  thing 
but  matters  of  faith,  or  religious  worship : 
it  can  never  be  brought  in  justification  of 
ah  immoral  action,  and  much  less  can  it 
be  pretended  in  any  affair  that  relates  only 
to  property.  If  conscience  could  have 
any  thing  to  do  in  the  case  now  before  us, 
I  am  sure  it  is  so  far  from  being  with  Qua- 
kers, that  it  is  directly  against  them.  No 
man  will  now  pretend,  at  Ifcast  in  this  king- 
dom, thdt  tythes  are  due  of  divine  "ght  to 
the  church ;  but  no  man  can  doubt  of  their 
being  due  by  law  to  the  person  who  has 
got  a  right  to  them.  The  incumbent  has 
generally,  by  law,  a  right  to  the  tythes 
within  his  parish,  he  has  as  much  a  property 
in  them,  as  any  man  in  the  parish  has  to 
the  estate  he  enjoys ;  and  if  a  Quaker  be 
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in  possession  of  that,  which  is  by  law  tlie 
property  of  the  incumbent,  he  is  certainly, 
m  conscience,  bound  to  deliver  it  to  the 
right  owner ;  and  if  he  refuses,  the  pro- 
prietor ought  to  be  left  at  liberty  to  sue 
for  his  property  so  withheld,  not  only  in 
that  manner  which  may  be  most  effectual 
for  recovering  it  upon  that  occasion,  but 
in  that  manner  which  may  be  most  effec- 
tual for  preventing  his  being  put  to  the 
like  trouole  on  any  other ;  for  it  must  al- 
ways be  a  trouble  to  a  man  to  be  obliged 
to  sue  for  his  property ;  and  we  know  that, 
upon  such  occasions,  besides  the  trouble, 
a  man  is  generally  put  to  a  greater  expence 
than  he  recovers  by  any  costs  of  suit  that 
can  be  given  him.  This,  my  Lords,  is  so 
true,  that  most  men  chuse  rather  to  give . 
up  a  small  demand,  than  to  be  at  the  pains 
and  the  expence  of  suing  for  it ;  ana  this 
is  so  well  Imown  to  those  from  whom  such 
demands  are  due,  that  nothing  but  the 
great  expence  they  may  be  put  to  prevent 
Uieir  standing  the  suit ;  whicn  terror  would 
be  entirely  removed  from  the  Quakers,  if 
this  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law;  from 
whence  we  may  conclude,  that  no  one  of 
them  would  then  pay  the  least  tythe  with-  + 
out  a  law-suit ;  and  what  a  terrible  thing 
would  it  be,  to  oblige  every  incumbent  in 
England  to  dance  mer  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  perhaps  to  the  next  assizes, 
for  every  litUe  claim  of  tytlie  he  might 
have  upon  the  Quakers  within  his  pa- 
rish ?  Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  this  privi- 
lege of  vexing  and  perplexing  the  incum- 
bent with  impunity,  in  order  to  make  him 
give  up  his  just  demand,  would  make  most  ' 
of  his  parish  turn  Quakers;  for  though  a 
proper  indulgence  ought  to  be  granted  to 
Dissei^ters  of  all  denominations,  yet  it  is 
certainly  dangerous,  and  inconsistent  with 
all  the  maxims  of  true  polity,  to  grant  to 
any  of  them  a  privilege  or  advantage  whicli 
is  not  enjoyed  by  those  of  die  established 
church. 

As  all  pretences  to  a  divine  right,  with 
respect  to  tythes,  are  now  given  up,  as  no 
man  ever  pretends  to  demand  them,  or  to 
sue  for  them,  by  virtue  of  any  divine  right, 
they  are  to  be  looked  on  as  a  tax  or  a  rent, 
due  to  those  who  have  sot  or  purchased 
the  right  to  them ;  and  ror  a  man  to  pre- 
tend, that  his  conscience  will  not  allow  nim 
to  pay  a  tax  or  a  rent  which  is  established 
by  the  laws  of  his  country,  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  most  ridiculous  pretence ;  but  it  is 
still  more  ridiculous  for  a  man  to  pretend* 
that  his  conscience  will  not  allow  him  to 
pay  such  a  tax,  and  yet  apply  to  Pftrlia* 
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ment  for  a  new  method,  or  for  any  method 
of  compelling  him  to  pay  such  a  tax.  It 
it  a  sort  of  juggle,  a  sort  of  playing  with 
conscience,  wmch  ought  not  to  be  coun- 
tenanced by  the  legislative  power  of  any 
kingdom*  The  scruples  of  a  tender  con- 
science will  always,  I  hope,  be  greatly  rfe- 
sarded  by  this  House^  when  they  are 
founded  upon  any  thiuj^  of  a  religious  na.- 
ture ;  but  to  with-hold  trom  a  man  his  pro- 
perty, to  refuse  paying  a.  tax  or  a  rent  es- 
tablished by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  pretend  a  scruple  of  conscience  for  so 
dom^,  is  what  can  have  no  foundation  ia 
religion.  If  the  nonjurors  should  pretend, 
they  could  not  in  conscience  pay  taxes  to 
this  government,  they  might  peniaps  be  as 
sincere  in  that  scruple  of  conscience,  as 
the  Quakers  are  in  the  scruple  of  conscience 
they  pretend,  with  respect  to  the  payment 
of  tytnes ;  and  as  governments  have  been 
said  to  be  Jure  dixdno  as  well  as  tythes,  they 
might  claim  the  same  pretence  for  making 
it  a  scruple  of  conscience ;  but  such  a  pre- 
tended scruple  ofconsciencewouldbesofar 
from  deservmc  any  countenance  or.  indul- 
gence from  this  House,  that  it  ought,  and 
certainly  would  be  looked  on  as  seditious  ; 
and  therefore  an  application  from  them,  for 
an  easy  and  cheap  method  of  compelling 
them  to  pay  those  taxes,  which  they  pre- 
tended they  could  not  in  conscience  pay 
voluntarily  and  freely,  would  certainly  be 
treated  with  the  utmost  contempt.  Vet, 
in  this  case,  the  conscience  of  the  non- 
jurors seems  to  have  a  greater  concern 
than  the  Quakers  can  pretend  to  with  res- 
pect to  tythes ;  for  our  taxes  ai*e  exacted 
from  every  man,  as  legally  imposed  and 
justly  due,  which  no  man  can  admit  who 
does  not  acknowledge  the  government; 
whereas  tythes  are  never  pretended  to  be 
exacted  as  due  by  divine  richt;  they  are 
exacted  as  due  by  the  law  of  me  huid  only, 
which  is  what  no  Quaker  pretends^  to 
de^. 

'fnat  two  country  justices  are  as  capable 
of  settling  and  ascert^ningaclaim  of  100/. 
as  they  are  one  of  lOl.  may  perhsqps  be 
granted,  and  that  two  or  more  gentlemen, 
who  have  the  honour  to  be  in  the  commis- 
sion of  peace,  may  be  as  capable  to  settle 
and  ascertain  such  a  clainx  as  any  twelve 
tradesmen  or  fanners  in  the  county,  may 
likewise  be  true;  but  this  argument  will 
operate  much  farther  than  is  now  designed; 
for  the  same  argument  may  be  made  use 
of  for  taking  from  the  king's  courts,  and 
transferring  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  the 
cojpizance  of  every  cause,  whereno  matter 


D^baU  ia  the  Lord$  [1189 

of  law  or  riffht  is  concerned  :  which  oao* 
of  your  lordships  would,  I  believe,  agree 
to.  It  i$  no  renection  upon  the  justicea  of 
peace  in  general,  or  upon  any  justices  of 
peace  in  England  in  particular,  to  say,  that 
there  is  more  reason  to  suq»ect  tluan  of 
partiality,  than  there  is  tosuspectthejudge^ 
ofthe  supreme  coiurtsofequity  or  law.  Mcq 
are  naturally  partial  in  cases  where  their 
friends,  their  relations,  or  even  thoae  oC 
their  intimateacquaintance,are  concerned^ 
this  is  a  weakness  incident  to  human  da- 
tujre,  a  weakness  so  well  known  to  the  l^is- 
lature  of  this  kingdom,  thai  we  have  an  ex- 
press act  of  parhament  for  preventing  anj 
man's  being  a  justice  of  assize  in  th^coim« 
ty  where  he  was  bom,  or  doth  inhabit ;  for 
this  reason  care  has  always  been  taken  bj 
our  laws,  to  eive  a  cognizance  to  justices  of 
peace  ofsmall  causes  only;  because  in thoa 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  personsare  aftfln 
concerned  who  may  be  related  to,,  oc  m> 
quainted  with  any  of  those  ffentleoien  who 
liave  the  honour  to  be  in  the  commisaioi^ 
of  the  peace ;  and  the  solicitatio|is»  whid^ 
are  of  late  too  much  countenanced,  b) 
some  justices,  can  give  no  great  encwiragr 
ment  to  the  legisl^ure  to  extend  their  w* 
risdiction.  We  ought  to  consider,  dm 
every  tythe  is  a  rent  annually  becoming 
due  ;  and  as  the  determination,  with  e«^ 
spect  to  the  rentof  one  year,  may  be  lodced 
on  as  some  sort  of  precedent  or  ruleforde* 
termining  the  value  of  that  rent  in  everyi 
succeeding  year,  the  value  of  the  cause  or 
suit  is  to  be  computed  from  the  price  thati. 
ren^  might  be  sold  for;  tl^ipefoie^aitythea 
are  generallv  sold  for  thirty  vean  purchaa% 
the  value  of  a  suit  for  a  tythe  of  10^  valuft 
is  to  be  computed  at  SOOL  so  that  if  the^ 
two  justices  the  incumbent  i^ pjyiesto  should 
deal  partially,  and  give  him  but  5/.insteadof 
lOL  the  damage  thc^  do  him  must  be  com- 
puted at  150L  for  though  he  should,  in  thai 
next  succeeding  year^  ffet  a  new  de<?ee 
for  102.  for  that  succeeding  year,  thisr  new. 
decree  may  in  a  great  measure  r^air,  but 
does  not  lessen  the  damage  that  was  dene 
him  by  the  first ;  and  therefore,  thou|^ 
tythes  of  any  value  doe  by  Quakers,  may 
now  be  recovered  before  Oie  justices ;  ye^ 
I  must  think  it  Irould  be  very  wrong  ta 
confine  the  incumbent  to  that  meSkod 
onlv. 

It  is  true,  myl^ords,  that  in  oar  au- 
preme  courts,  when  the  quaniuM  or  value  ef 
the  tythe  dem^ndedcoqies  in  question,  thet 
quantum  or  value  is  generallv  settled  and 
ascertained  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury ;  and 
if  the  jury-men  wwe  under  no  dirfictie% 
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nor  coiM  haV^  miy  assistance  fironi  the 
court,  two  or  more  jiiStices  might  perhaps 
be  as  capable  to  settle  and  ascertain  that 
fttarUum  or  value  as  a  doten  of  jury- 
men ;  but  as  the  jury-men  idways  have 
the  assistance  of  the  court  in  tne  exa- 
In^lation  of  the  witnesses,  and  gene- 
rally take  the  direction  of  the  court, 
#im  respect  to  what  may  or  may  not  be 
deemed  a  proper  and  full  j^roof ;  and  as  the 
jury-men  are  sddom  known,  or  can  be  so- 
iicmd  and  influenced  by  either  party,  I 
^hall  always  think  my  property  more  se- 
cure, when  tried  in  a  proper  and  legal  man- 
ner by  a  jury,  than  wnen  I  am  subjected  to 
the  arbitrary  decision  of  any  number  of 
justices  of  the  peace :  and  I  bdieve 
every  man  in  England  is  of  the  same 

Simon.  It  has  always  been  r^dned, 
It  our  method  of  trial  by  jury,  is  the 
^reat  barrier  and  the  chief  tefe-gnard  for 
the  properties  of  the  pimple  of  Endand  ; 
and  why  we  should,  at  once,  deprive  all 
the  clergy  of  the  established  drarcn  of  that 
barrier  and  safe  guard,  with  respect  to  a 
great  part  of  their  properties,  I  can  se6  no 
reason  :  I  must  confess,  the  very  attempt 
ipoears  to  me  in  a  most  extraordinary 
light ;  especially  when  t  consider,  that  we 
owe  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  as 
well  as  properties,  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  noble  stand  made  by  them,  against  the 
encroachments  that  Were  made  upon  both 
immediately  before  the  revolution ;  from 
whence  they  have,  I  think,  die  strongest 
reasons  to  expect,  that  no  safe-guard  for 
their  properties  wDl  be  tid^en  away  by  that 

government,  which  chitsfly  owes  its  esta^ 
lament  to  their  behaviour,  at  a  time 
when  the  properties  of  afl  but  themselves 
were  in  danger  ;  For,  by  a  slavish  compli- 
Itnce  at  that  time,  I  bdiete  it  will  be  pant- 
ed they  might  have  increased,  instead  of  di- 
ilnimshfn^  die  property  of  the  dmrch  in 
this  kingdom. 

To' after  the  known  tews  of  the  kingdom 
or  the  ancient  methods  of  proceeding  m 
our  courts  of  judicature,  I  shall  always, 
my  Lords,  look  upon  as  a  most  dangerous 
experiment ;  and  therefore  I  shall  never 
^e  my  consent  to  any  such  alteration, 
for  the  sake  only  of  a  possibility,  that  some 
ill  use  may  be  made  of  the  iaWs  as  they 
then  stand.  In  such  cases,  1  shril  always 
diink  it  necessary  to  see  from  the  most 
clear  and  evident  ptoofk,  that  some  bad  use 
6f  them  has  been  made,  that  some  griev- 
ance has*  been  generally  and  sensibly 
feh ;  and,  as  the  laws  now  in  being,  and 
the  methods  of  proceeding  for  the  recovery 


of  tythes,  have  been  for  a  long  time  esta- 
blisned,  I  shall  never  give  my  consent  to 
any  alteration,  and  much  less  to  such  a 
thorough  alteration,  or  rather  subversion, 
as  is  proposed  by  the  Bill  now  before  us» 
without  a  fiiU  proof  that  creat  incohveni- 
encies  have  arisen  from  the  laws  and  me- 
thods of  proceeding  as  they  stand  at  pre- 
sent. This  I  think  is  absolutely  necessaty 
upbn  all  such  occasions,  but  more  especi- 
ally ih  the  present,  where  the  private  pro- 
perty of  zo  great  and  considerable  a  part 
of  our  p'^ople  is  highly  concerned :  this  the 
Quakers  might  easily  have  foreseen  would 
be  wanted ;  and  the  questioh  that  aros6 
about  h  in  the  other  House,  ought  to  have 
been  &  wamins  to  them  to  provide  for  it 
in  case  it  should  come  to  be  wanted  in  this ; 
for  though  the  question  was  carried  in  the 
other  House,  against  the  nece^itY  of 
having  any  such  proofs  laid  before  them, 
it  was  not  from  thence  to  be  concluded^ 
that  this  House  would  be  of  the  same  opi- 
nion :  in  a  case  of  such  a  high  nature,  it 
was  ridiculous  to  imagine  that  we  would 
admit  of  any  parol  evidence:  for  if  we 
had,  it  is  certain  we  could  from  such  evi- 
dence have  heard  only  the  tattles  and  ob- 
servations of  attorneys  and  lawyers  clerks,^ 
we  could  not  have  made  any  judgment  ot 
the  ve:itatiousne88  of  the  proceedings,  nor 
could  we  have  judged,  whether  the  delays 
and  expences  haa  been  owing  to  the  per- 
secuting spirit,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  plain- 
tiff, or  to  toe  litigiousness  of  the  defendant; 
of  this  we  can  form  no  judgment  but  from 
authentic  records;  and  tnerefore  those 
who  intended  or  expected  the  Bill  should 
pass,  ought  to  hav3  had  them  prepared 
and  ready  to  lay  before  us. 

I  must  take  notice,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Bill  for  regulating  the  quartering  of  sol- 
diers at  the  time  of  elections,  was  not  an 
alteration  of  any  of  our  known  laws,  nor 
of  any  of  our  ancient  forms  of  proceedijig ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  not  so  much  as  a 
new  law:  it  was  only  a  declaratory  act, 
for  declaring  and  enforcing  tlmt  which  was 
before  the  law  of  the  land;  and  therefore 
there  was  no  necessity  or  occasion  for  any 
proof  or  indeed  for  any  surmise,  that  a 
breach  had  been  made  of  that  which  was 
before  the  common  law  of  the  kingdom. 
But  with  respect  to  the  repeal  of  the ,  act 
de  Haeretico  comburendo,  or  of  that  for 
the  burning  of  witches,  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  the  repeal  of  either  mentioned  upon 
this  occasion ;  for  surely  it  is  neither  so 
ridiculous  nor  so  cruel,  tor  a  clergyman  to 
sue  a  Quaker  in  the  king's  courts,  or  even 
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the  ecclesiastlqal  courts  for  his  tytheSy  as 
it  would  be  to  bum  a  Quaker  for  an  heretic 
or  an  old  woman  for  dealing  with  the  devil. 
Tliese  were  two  laws  which  never  could 
be  used  without  being  abused ;  nor  could 
the  private  property  of  any  man  in  the 
kingdom  be  injured  by  the  repeal  of  either 
of  them  :  whereas  the  method  of  suing  for 
the  recovery  of  tythcs  in  tlie  king's  courts, 
or  evea  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  may 
not  only  be  used  without  being  abused, 
but  often  becomes  necessary,  because  the 
tythcs  so  sued  for,  cannot  be  recovered 
in  any  other  way ;  and  the  repeal  of  those 
laws,  by  which  those  me^.ods  of  suing 
are  established,  is  a  repeal  by  which  the 
property  of  a  very  great  number  of  our 
most  useful  subjects  may  be  injured. 

To  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  we  can  con- 
trive and  prescribe  an  effectual  method 
for  recovermg  any  sort  of  property,  which 
cannot  possibly  be  oppress! vdy  and  vexa- 
tiously  used,  is  an  imagination  in  which  I 
am  afraid,  we  shall  always  find  ourselves 
disappointed.  V/e  may  mdeed  take  away 
all  effectual  methods,  and  leave  it  entirely 
to  the  justice  and  good  will  of  the  debtor, 
whether  he  will  pay  what  he  owes,  or  of 
the  person  who  has  got  the  possession  of 
another's  property,  whether  he  will  restore 
or  no,  which  seems  to  be  the  intention  of 
the  Bill  now  under  our  consideration ;  but 
it  is  impossible  to  prescribe  by  law  an  ef- 
fectual method,  which  may  not  sometimes 
be  vexatiously  or  even  oppressively  used ; 
it  is  the  business  of  tne  courts  of  ju- 
dicature to  prevent  oppression  and  vexa- 
tion as  mucli  as  they  can,  and  they  do 
always  punish  it  when  discovered,  by 
loadmg  the  oppressive  or  vexatious  party 
with  costs.  When  the  costs  of  any  suit 
run  high,  we  are  not  always  to  ascribe  it 
to  the  oppression  or  vexation  of  the  plain- 
tiff; on  the  coiitrary,  the  costs  of  suit  are 
generally  enhanced  by  the  obstinacy  and 
litigiousness  of  tlie  defendant.  There  is 
no  suit  can  be  commenced  for  settling  the 
quantum  or  value  only  of  tythes,  where  the 
cost3  can  amount  to  a  very  great  sum,  un- 
less they  are  enhanced  by  the  litigious- 
ness of  the  defendant :  and  in  suits  for 
tythes,  as  well  as  in  all'  suits  for  other 
demands,  the  defendant  may  prevent  his 
bein^  loaded  with  any  future  costs,  by 
consigning  what  is  due ;  for  if  the  plaintiff 
can  prove  no  greater  sum  due  than  what 
was  so  consigned,  he  can  recover  none  of 
those  costs  he  has  put  himself  to  by  his 
own  litigiousness.  It  is  generally,  there- 
fore, theperverseness  or  me  neglect  of  the 
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defendant,  that  enhances  the  costs  of  suit; 
and,  notwithstanding  all  the  clamouis 
raised  about  the  excessive  costs  Quakers 
have  been  loaded  with,  I  believe,  if  we 
were  to  examine  the  records,  we  should 
find  most  of  these  excessive  costs  owing 
to  the  same  cause. 

As  the  laws  stand  at  present,  the  in- 
cumbent has  several  ways  for  recovering 
his  property.  He  may  sue  in  the  eccle- 
siastical court,  or  he  may  recover  bj 
filing  a  bill  in  the  Exchequer,  or  he  may 
bring  his  action  upon  the  statute,  or 
lastly,  he  may  bring  his  complaint  be- 
fore the  Justices  of  peace,  if  his  claim 
be  made  under  ¥)s.  or  for  any  sum  due 
by  a  Quaker.  Now  to  take  from  him 
ail  these  remedies  but  the  last,  which  is 
the  most  ineffectual,  I  take  to  be  sudi 
an  encroachment  upon  his  property,  that 
I  cannot  agree  to  it  without  some  other 
and  stronger  reason,  than  the  mere  pos- 
sibility that  he  may  make  a  bad  use  of 
the  other  remedies  provided  for  him  by  law; 
especially  considering  that  it  seems  to  me 
evident,  that  no  bad  use  has  been  hither- 
to made  of  those  other  remedies ;  for,  if 
we  consider  the  multitude  of  Quakers 
that  are  in  this  kingdom,  the  obstinacy 
wherewith  they  refuse  to  make  any  vo- 
luntary payment  of  tythe,  and  the  natu- 
ral partiality  which  every  justice  of  the 
peace  must  have  against  tythes,  it  is  sor- 
prising  to  me  that  so  few  instance  can 
be  brought  in  a  course  of  forty  years, 
of  any  suit  in  the  ecclesiastical  or  superior 
courts  for  those  t3rthes,  which  might  have 
been  recovered  before  the  justices  of 
peace ;  and  if  we  were  to  examine  into 
the  reasons  for  bringing  any  such  suits 
into  the  ecclesiasticid  courts,  we  shouki 
probably  find  they  no  way  proceeded  firora 
a  spirit  of  persecution,  but  from  an  kft- 
possibility  of  recovering  before  the  jus- 
tices ;  or  perhaps  f^om  the  preceding  be- 
haviour of  tlie  Quaker ;  for  if  an  incuB- 
bent  should  endeavour  to  recover  his 
tythe  from  a  Quaker,  by  a  complaint  ta 
the  justices  of  peace,  and  should  there, 
by  the  solicitation  and  management  of  the 
Quaker,  meet  with  injustice  and  partiaBty, 
he  might  probably,  for   that   tin^,  ac- 

auiesce  in  the  partial  determination  of 
le  justices,  but  it  would  be  a  good  rea- 
son for  him  to  prosecute  the  next  daim 
he  might  have  upon  that  Quaker,  in  the 
,ecclesiastical,  or  in  some  of  his  Majes- 
ty's courts  in  Westminster-haD. 

This,  my  Lords,  the  Quakers  know  the 
incumbent  may  do,  as  the  laws  stand  at 
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present,  and  this  prevents  their  making 
use  of  any  solicitation  or'  other  unfair 
means  for  influencing  the  determination 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  coun- 
try; but  if  you  take  away  this  option 
from  the  incumbent,  if  you  leave  him  no 
other  remedy  for  recovering  his  right  but 
a  complaint  to  the  next  justices,  and 
never  allow  him  to  enter  the  King^s 
courts,  till  he  has  passed  this  new  turn- 
pike of  the  law,  we  may  then  expect  that 
the  Quakers  wUl  use  ml  possible  means, 
both  with  the  justices  and  the  witness, 
for  defeating,  or  at  least  diminishing,  the 
most  just  demand  that  can  be  set  up  by 
the  incumbent ;  and  considering  that  both 
his  judges  and  his  witnesses  must  always 
be  persons  who  are  themselves  liable  to 
tythes,  it  is  I  am  afraid  too  much  to  be 
apprehended,  that  the  judges,  the  wit- 
nesses, and  the  defendant,  will  combine 
together  in  bringing  the  complainant's  de- 
mand as  low  as  common  decency  will  ad- 
mit of.  '  Nor  can  this  partiality  be  reme- 
died or  redressed  by  the  judges  of  assize; 
for  the  witnesses  will  there  support  and 
confirm  what  they  have  before  sworn  to 
before  the  justices  of  peace ;  and  the  judges 
of  assize  will  often  nnd  the  evidence  so 
contradictory,  that  they  will  be  at  a  great 
loes  how  to  determine,  or  which  side  to 
believe,  being  deprived  of  that  method  of 
trying  the  facts  m  question  by  the  verdict 
oi  a  jury,  which  is  the  method  our  courts 
of  equity  always  have  recourse  to,  when 
they  find  witnesses  swearing  in  flat  con- 
tradiction to  one  another. 

I  shdl  always  be,  my  Lords,  for  lessen- 
ing  the  expences  of  law-suits  as  much  as 
possible,  and  for  making  the  recovery  of 
property  as  easy  and  expeditious  as  the 
nature  of  such  suits  can  admit  of:  for  this 
reason,  if  the  Bill  now  before  us  had  an- 
swered the  title,  I  shouldhavereadily  agreed 
to  its  being  committed ;  but  it  is  so  far 
from  answering  the  title,  that  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  render  precarious  the  property 
both  of  clergymen  and  Quakers ;  and  it  is 
really  one  of  the  most  incorrect  and  con- 
fused Bills  that  was  ever,  I  believe,  sent 
up  to  this  House.  The  King's  courts,  and 
all  other  courts,  are  to  be  for  ever  exclud- 
ed taking  any  cognizance  of  the  value  of 
tythes  due  by  Quakers,  and  a  new  sort  of 
jurisdiction,  with  respect  to  them,  is  to  be 
given  to  justices  of  peace;  but  the  words 
by  which  this  iurisdiction  is  to  be  given  are 
very  extraordinary,  these  justices  are  nei- 
ther to  order  or  decree  as  judges,  nor  are 
tliey  to  award  as  arbiteirs,  out  they  are  to 


adjudge,  and  yet  there  .are  no  proper 
powers  given  them  for  discovering  what 
they  are  to  adjudge ;  for  if  the  Quaker 
should  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear,  what 
are  the  justices  in  that  case  to  adju(^e  I 
Are  they  to  adjudge  whatever  may  be 
suggested  to  be  due  by  the  complainant,  or 
are  they  to  adjudge  only  what  he  is  able  to 
prove  ?  If  they  are  to  adjudge  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  plaintiff,  the 
Quakers  wiUbe  in  a  most  dangerous  situa- 
tion ;  for  they  may  often  have  a  distress 
brought  upon  their  ^oods  for  a  great  de^l 
more  than  is  due,  without  their  being  ap- 
prised of  a  complaint's  having  ever  been 
made  against  them ;  and  if  the  justices  are 
to  adjudge  only  according  to  the  proof  that 
may  be  brought  by  the  complainant,  it 
may  often  be  impossible  for  him  to  prove 
his  just  demand  by  any  witness,  nor  can 
he,  through  the  defendant's  contumacy, 
prove  it  by*the  oath  or*  confession  of  the 
party ;  yet  in  this  case  the  adjudication 
made  by  the  justices  is,  by  this  clause  in 
the  Bill,  to  be  absolutely  final  and  conclu- 
sive to  all  parties :  indeed  by  a  following 
clause,  there  is  an  unlimited  and  full  power 
given  to  any  person,  thinking  himself  ag- 
grieved by*  any  determination  of  the  jus- 
tices, to  appeal  from  the  same  unto  the 
judgesof  assize ;  and  which  of  these  clauses 
is  to  be  of  the  greatest  authority,  I  do 
not  know,  for  they  are  certainly  inconsis- 
tent with  one  another. 

As  the  incumbent  has  but  one  tenth, 
and  the  farmer  nine  tenths  of  the  crop  upon 
the  ground,  the  common  law,  my  Lords, 
and  all  our  statutes  till  this  present  time^ 
have  most  justly  left  the  care  and  the  nia- 
nagement  of  the  whole  to  the  farmer ;  he 
may  remove  his  crop  whenever  he  pleases, 
providing  he  leaves  upon  the  ground  one 
tenth  for  the  incumbent,  and  the  incum- 
bent is  to  carry  away  his  tenth  in  a  conve- 
nient time ;  but  by  Uie  Bill  now  before  us, 
the  whole  crop  must  'depend  very  much 
upon  the  care  of  the  incumbent  or  his 
tything-man ;  for  the  farmer  being  a  Qua- 
ker, his  conscience  will  not  allow  him,  as 
is  pretended,  to  se^jylput  the  tythe,  and 
therefore  he  must  leave  his  whole  crop 
upon  the  ground,  till  the  incumbent  or 
his  tything-man  ple^^  to  cbme  and  se^ 
it  out  for  him,  other^^K  he'^tnust  forfeit 
the  double  valudii?  so^^J  in  this  unsettled 
climate  he  may  often  los^is  whole  crop, 
in  waiting  for  the  incifmb|pt's  tything- 
But  if  the  Quaker's  conscience 


man. 


should  prompt^im  to  disobey  this  new  law 
as  well  as  the  ronner,  let  us  consider  what 
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coaditioii  the  ineunJient  will  then  be  in ; 
he  cannot  file  his  Bill  in  the  Exchequer 
for  a  digcovery,  w  he  might  formerlj  have 
dime,  he  can  oalj  bring  hit  action  for  the 
double  value ;  and  if  he  can  bring  no  proof 
of  the  value  of  the  tythe  taken  away^  which 
IB  often  the  case,  how  can  he  recover  the 
double  value  ?  If  he  chuses  to  bring  his 
complaint  before  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
his  case  will  be  the  lame,  ^e  Qual^  will 
90t  appear  to  be  examined ;  and  as  the 
incumbent  can  bring  no  proofed  the  tythe 
taken  away,  the  justices  can  make  no  ad- 
judication. 

I  must  likewise  take  notice^  my  Lords, 
tiiat  this  tything-4nan,  this  new  ludge,  that 
is  b^  this  clause  to  be  t^ipointed,  seems  to 
be  mvested  with  a  very  arbitrary  sort  of 
power,  and  may  not  only  be  a  tj^the- 
gatherer,  but  a  tax-gatherer,  both  upon  the 
Quaker  and  incumbent ;  for  he  is  made 
liable  to  no  ccmtroul,  nor  to  aby  punish* 
ment,  in  case  he  should  deal  unjustly  or 
unequally  in  setting  out  the  Quaker's 
tythe ;  60  that  he  may  first  induce  the  in- 
cumbent to  give  him  a  fee,  by  promising 
to  take  ^ciu  care  of  his  interest  in  set- 
ting out  the  tythe,  and  then  he  may  com- 
pel the  Quaker  to  give  him  anotner  fee, 
by  threatening  that,  if  he  does  not,  he  will 
take  such  a  method  of  setting  out  the 
tythe,  as  shall  be  very  much  to  his  disad- 
vantage :  such  a  threatening  must  certain- 
ly be  of  great  weight  wiUi  the  Quaker, 
because  if  he  should  remove  any  part  of 
the  tythe  so  unequally  set  out  by  the 
tyAing-mon,  he  is  made  liable  to  an  action, 
I  beHeve,  for  double  the  value  of  Uie  whole 
tythe ;  and  in  case  of  such  injustice  com- 
mitted by  the  tythin^^-man,  there  is  no  re- 
dress pnmded  by  this  or  any  other  clause 
in  the  Bill.  Let  us  consider,  my  Lords, 
that  this  tything-man  mnst  generally  be  a 
man  of  low  circumstances,  and  perhaps  ci 
as  low  a  character ;  and  let  us  consider  how 
apt  such  m^  are  to  make  use  of  any  power 
they  are  invested  with,  for  nusing  perqui- 
sites to  themselves,  especially  where  no  lee 
or  proper  reward  for  their  service  is  ap- 
pomted  by.  law ;  w|pi  I  must  take  to  be 
another  defect  in  theBill ;  for  the  tything- 
man  ought  (^[rtai nly  tp^be  jMud  for  his  trou- 
faJe ;  and  since  th^MsplcNpng  of  any  such 
max  is  entiAly  9Bg  to  Uie  Quaker's 
scruple  of  conscien^  as  it  is  called,  I  can- 
not think  it  reasonable,  that  the  incumbent 
shoidd  be^bHfed  to  pay  for  the  Quaker's 
scruples ;  yet  this  is  tne  case  as  the  Bill 
stands  at  present ;  for  as  tte  tything-man 
is  to  beappekitedaadbe  e^>loyedby  the 
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incunibent,  the  hicumbent  must  certaiQ]j 
payhim  for  his  trouble. 

This  shewsi  my  Lords,  how  dang^tnu 
it  is  to  alter  the  estaUished  lawi  of  a 
country,  how  difficult  it  is  to  form  any  new 
law,  which  may  not  expose  some  men  to 
great  hard^ips  and  mconveniaiices.  I 
could  point  out  numy  other  imperftctioos 
in  the  Bill  now  before  Us  :  There  is  not 
anveflfectual  mediod  prescribed  for  com- 
peUing  witnesaea  to  i^peer  either  before 
the  justices  of  the  peace  or  the  judges  of 
assize ;  for  as  the  witnesses  may  often  be 
such  as  have  neither  goods  nor  chattels,  a 
distress  '^vill  signify  nothing,  and  there  is 
no  provision  made  for  the  imprisonment  of 
Aeir  persons,  or  for  subjecting  them  to  any 
other  pun^ment  in  case  of  contempt: 
But  I  need  not  enter  fiuther  intoparticu- 
lars ;  the  Bill  is  not  only  defecthem  eteiy 
paragraph,  but  the  whole  scheme  of  H  a 
wrong ;  which,  I  believe,  proceeded  from 
the  method  of  passing  it  in  the  otb« 
House :  A  Bill  was  brought  in  there  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  title  of  this 
Bill;  that  BiU  which  was  first  brou^bt  in, 
(I  think  I  may  mention  it,  because  it  wss 
printed)  was  even  there  acknowledged  to 
be  wrong,  and  therefore,  in  the  committee, 
they  amended  it  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
make  it,  in  a  great  measure,  a  new  KB; 
this  hurry  occasioned  even  that  new  BiD, 
which  is  the  Bill  we  now  have  before  us, 
to  be  extremely  defective,  and  if  we  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  maimer,  we  mSLj  pro- 
bably fidl  into  the  same  error ;  for  I  tKnk 
it  impossible  to  make  a  proper  BiD  of  thtt 
we  have  now  b§fere  us,  without  altering 
the  whole,  which,  according  to  our  me- 
thods of  proceeding,  cannot  be  done  in 
the  committee ;  for  as  the  Bill  would  tben 
be  a  new  Bill,  it  could  not  be  pretended 
that  such  a  Bill  had  been  twice  read,  tto 
committed,  and  afler  that  read  a  thiro 
time,  which  is  Ae  method  of  passing  Bift 
constantly  observed  in  this  House. 

But  aitpnoBe,  my  Lords,  it  were  con- 
sistent witn  our  forms  of  proceeding,  yet 
considering  that  the  forms  of  proccemng 
in  so  many  of  our  courts  of  judicature, 
and  such  a  great  part  of  our  law  must  ne- 
cessarily come  under  our  consideratioM 
think  it  hnpossible  to  alter  or  amend  flnf 
Bill,  or  rather  to  draw  up  a  new  Kll  pro- 
per for  the  purpose  designed,  either  m 
the  Comrmittee,  or  in  the  short  time  we 
havenowtosit;  at  least  for  roy  own  pa" 
I  declare  my  incapacity  ;  and  flierefore,  i 
hope  I  shall  be  excused  from  hating  a? 
hand  m  the  a&ir.  vFor  Aese  reaieoi  i 
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must  think,  that  the  re&i^tiog  of  thk  Bill 
to  a  committee,  wiU  be  taking  up  the  tauM 
of  this  House  to  no  purpose,  aad  thevdhre 
I  must  be  against  it. 

The  Reply  was  to  this  effect : 

My  Lords;  As  I  am  to  declare  m3nielf  in 
&70ur  of  the  Bill  now  under  our  coaacle- 
ration,  from  what  has  been  said  of  the 
other  dde,  I  thinks  it  is  incumbent  upon 
me  first  to  declare,  that  I  hare  aa  great  a 
regard  for  the  established  church,  mid  for 
the  properties  of  the  clergy,  as  any  lord  in 
this  House,  as  any  man  in  Uie  kingdom 
can  reasomibly  li^ve ;  and  if  I  thought 
that  anything  in  this  Bill  would  in  th^ 
least  injure  the  church,  oc  deprive  the 
clergy  thereof,  of  the  smallest  pa^t  of  that 
property  which  is  due  to  them  by  law,  1 
should  be  for  rejecting  the  Bill  with  the 
utmost  contempt.  We  all  know,  my 
Lords,  or  haye  heard  of  the  noble  stand 
made  by  the  clergy  of  our  national  church, 
a^amst  those  schemes  of  arbitrary  power 
i^ch  were  set  up  before,  and  which  were 
the  causes  of  the  late  happy  reyolution; 
but  I  cannot  think  that  Uie  pn^tties  of 
the  clergy  of  our  church,  were  then  in 
any  greater  security,  than  the  properties  of 
the  rest  of  their  feUow-subjects :  By  a 
ijavish  compliance  they  might,  indeed, 
have  greatly  increased  the  properties  of 
another  church;  but  they  could  not  so 
much  as  have  preserved  their  own,  or  even 
Iheir  lives,  without  carrymg  that  slavish 
compliance  so  far  as  to  betray  that  churoh, 
of  which  they  had  dedored  themselves 
members,  and  abjure  those  principles  of 
religion;  which  they  had  undertaken,  which 
they  had  sworn  to  promote.  We  likewise 
know,  how  firmly  attached  most  of  them, 
I  hope  all  of  tliem,  are  to  the  present 
hi^py  establishment;  and  fc»r  so  bein^, 
they  have  certainly  the  strmigest  reasons; 
fpr  tbey  may  depend  on.  it,  tha^  this  go* 
vanmient  will  alwf^a  support  the  cborah 
in  general,  and  will  protect  every  one  of 
them  in  particular,  80  far  as  may  be  rea- 
sonable or  consistent  widi  the  government 
of  a  free  people. 

At  the  same  time,  my  Lords^  that  I  de*^ 
dare  my  attachm^t  to,  and  my  regard 
for  the  church  of  England,!  must  dedare 
XBy  good-will  and  my  charity  towards  those 
peopfe  called  Quakers.  I  have,  always 
looked  upon  them,  as  a  most  useful  and 
most  innocent  part  of  our  subjects.  Hieir 
universal  charity  and  humanity,  their  great 
care  of  all  those  of  their  own  persuasion, 
their  private  oeconomy,  6olf*deni^  and  in- 


duati]^  are  virtues  which  dttserve  the  so* 
gardand  the  imitation  of  all  those  of  th# 
established  church:  They  contribute  greatly 
to  the  riches  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  tmdto 
and  manu^EM^tures  they  carry  m»,  they 
aspire  to  no  places  of  honour  or  profit, 
wad  they  have  never  been,  by  their  profes* 
sion  they  cannot  be,  conoemed  in  any  dis* 
tuibances  raised  against  the  state:  ^For 
these  virtues,  and  for  these  quizes,  they 
nniBt  always  deserve  the  countenance  ef 
the  legislature;  they  surely  deserve^  sa 
least,  to  be  protected  against  all  manner  of 
oppression  or  persecution :  And  with  re- 
q)ect  to  their  behaviour  at  the  rev^ilion, 
or  their  behayiour  ever  since  that  time, 
they  stand  upon  an  equal  ^Ming  with  any 
set  of  men  in  the  kingdoMi;  but  as  no  vir^ 
tues,  no  qualifications,  no  merit,  can  en* 
^tle  them  to  injure  any  man  in  his  private 
property,  or  to  ei^ptet  any  ftvours  that 
m^  be  inconsistent  with  the  safety  ef  tiie 
established  church,  they  dio  not  now,  nor 
ever  did,  pretend  to  sue  for  any  sucl^  thing: 
They  ody  desire  that.  That  winch  iii  de- 
clared by  the  laws  to  be  the  jpr^erty  of 
anoth^  man,  may  be  taken  nron»  them, 
without  loa^ng  them. with  heavy  and 
ruinous  costs  of  suit ;  because  their  con- 
science  will  not  allow  them  to  admit,  thai 
it  does  belong  to  another  man,  or  todelivev 
it  till  compelled  by  some  sort  of  law-suit. 

There  is  noting,  n^  Lords,  in  my  opi- 
nion, of  a  more  tender  nature  than  con- 
science; for  if  a  man  begins  once  to  take 
any  latitude,  or  use  a  hbertjr  in  any  one 
a^ir,  in  which'  he  may  thmk  h»  con- 
science concerned^  we  ffenendly  find  that  ha 
BOGO  after  begins  to  t^e  tiie  same  latitude^ 
the  same  liberty,  in  other  affiurs  d  ih» 
same  nature ;  and  at  last  he  throws  up 
conscience  oitBrely,  in  every  case  whefw 
it  seems  to  interfere  eitherwitn  hi»interesl( 
or  his  pleasure;  for  tliis  reaB(m,  I  shall  ak» 
ways  nave  a  great  regard  for  those  men 
who  shew  a  peat  regaid  to  their  ceiH 
science,  even  £ough  it  be  in  »  case^^ere 
I DM^  think  the  scvuplB  ridicukms,  wiiers^ 
I  may  think  that  conscience  is  not  ib  the 
least  concerned.  I  shafl  agree  with  the^ 
noMe  loT^  of  the  otha?  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, that,  in  my  opinion^  consoienoe  can 
have  nothing  to  do  nut  in  matters  of  faith 
or  religious  worshi]^:  It  can  never  be 
brought  in  justification  of  an  inunen^  ae^  ' 
tion>  nor  can  it  be  pretended  in  any^Air  ^ 
that  relates  only  to  property ;  but  I  cannot>  ^^ 
see  from  whence  I  can  pretend  to  any  titles 
to  judge  for  another  man,  what  may,  or 
may  not  be  a  matter  of  faith  m*  religioas- 
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worship :  what  may,  or  may  not  be  an  im- 
moral action  ;  pr  wliat  may,  or  may  not  re- 
late to  property  only.  In  either  of  which 
cases,  if  another  man's  opinion  differs 
from  mine ;  if  he  thinks  his  conscience 
concerned  in  doing  or  not  doing  an  ac- 
tion, in  which  I  may  think  conscience  has 
no  concern,  or  that  it  is  concerned  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  I  think  I 
have  no  title  to  punish  or  persecute  him  for 
conscience  sake :  Nay,  I  think,  if  I  should 
be  in  danger  of  suffering,  or  should  actually 
suffer  by  his  scruple  of  conscience,  I  might 
endeavour  to  prevent  my  suffering,  or 
1  might  insist  upon  reparation,  but  I 
coidd  have  no  title  to  punish  him,  for  what 
his  conscience  prompted  him  to  do,  or  not 
to  do ;  on  the  contrary,  I  should  think  my- 
self obliged  in  charity,  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  his  suffering,  or  to  take  mv  repara- 
tion, by  those  means  which  would  be  of 
the  least  injury  or  damage  to  my  conscien- 
tious friend.  This,  1  think,  is  exactly 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
and  the  contrary  doctrine  is  that,  upon 
which  all  manner  of  persecution  may  be 
founded ;  because,  if  I  take  the  liberty,  or 
rather  the  privilege  to  judge  for  anotiier 
man  with  respect  to  his  conscience,  and  to 

Eunish  him  as  an  obstinate  man,  because 
e  thinks  himself  obUged  in  conscience, 
not  to  do  that,  in  which  I  tliink  conscience 
can  have  no  concern,  1  may  certainly, 
upon  the  same  principle,  take  the  privilege 
of  punishing  him  for  doing  or  not  doing 
tliat,  which  I  think  he  i^  in  conscience 
obliged  to  do  or  not  to  do;  for  if  I  can 
punish  a  man  for  having  too  much  con- 
science, 1  may  surely  punish  him  for  hav- 
ing too  little. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the 
case,  or  pretended  case  of  conscience  at 
present  before,  us ;  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  heard  it  positively  asserted  by 
4ome  of  the  noble  lords  whp  have  spoke 
upon  the  other  'side  of  the  Question,  that 

Sthcs  are  not  due  by  any  divine  right  in 
e  church;    because,  I  believe,  such  a 
positive  declaration  would  have  given  great 
.  satisfaction  to  the  Quakers ;  and  would,  I 
am  sure,  have  rendered  them  less  excusa- 
ble :  for  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, that  tythes  are  not  due  by  any  di- 
vine right  either  in  the  churcli,  or  in  any 
other   person   political  .or  natural;    and 
^  should  DC  glad  to  hear  myself  contradicted, 
V  because  1  am  now  read v  to  argue  the  point. 
I  know  that  no  such  tning  was  pretended 
during  the  hrst  ages  of  Christianity;    this 
4ivine  right  was  not  set  up  till  the  8th 
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century;  it  was  first  set  up  in  France, 
where  the  abbots  and  monks  had  got  pos- 
session of  most  of  those  estates  that  had 
been  appropriated  for  supporting  the  pa^ 
r'ochial  clergy :  and  as  those  priests  were 
not  willing  to  give  up  what  they  had  got 
once  into  theirjclutches,  and  were  too  power- 
ful to  be  compelled,  they  first  broadied 
that  doctrine  of  tythes  bemg  due  by  a  di- 
vine right  in  the  church,  m  whi^  the 
government  and  other  priests  found  them- 
selves obliged  to  jom,  because  they 
had  no  other  way  of  providing  for  the 
parocliial  clergy,  who  are  certainly  of 
all  priests  the 'most  useful  to  society. 
By  this  means  the  doctrine  was  soon 
established,  and  for  a  whole  century 
after,  became  the  subject  of  abnost  every 
sermon,  not  only  in  I  ranee  but  in  every 
country  of  Europe;  so  that  one  couid 
hear  nothing  from  Uie  pulpit  but  the  di- 
vine right  of  tythes,  and  the  damnable 
sin  it  was  to  deprive  or  defraud  the  church 
of  them.  As  it  was  at  that  time  dangerous 
to  contradict  or  oppose  the  most  ridicu- 
lous doctrine  that  could  be  set  op  by  the 
priests,  this,  among  many  others,  was  ge- 
nerally received,  and  every  landed  gentle- 
man or  farmer  paid  tythes  out  of  every  sort 
of  produce  from  his  land,  every  merchant 
paid  tythes  out  of  the  profits  of  his  trade, 
every  tradesman  and  mechanic  paid  tythes 
out  of  the  profits  of  his  or  his  servants  la- 
bour, nay,  the  very  soldiers  paid  tythes  out 
of  their  pay.  Thank  God,  my  Lords,  we  are 
not  now  in  this  kingdom  obliged  to  render 
an  impHcit  faith  to  what  any  set  of  men  may 
tell  us,  and  this  doctrine,  with  many  others, 
has  met  with  the  fate  it  deserves ;  but  do 
not  let  us  imagine  it  is  as  yet  without  ad- 
vocates, or  even  without  believers ;  and  at 
long  as  there  is  one  advocate  for  it  in  the 
kingdom,  the  Quakers  ought  at  least  to  be 
excused  for  medcing  the  contrary  doctrine 
an  article  of  their  mith,  and  consequently, 
a  matter,  in  which  their  conscience  must 
have  a  concern. 

Whether  there  be  now  in  this  kincdom 
any  person  entitled  to  tythes,  who  thinks 
that  they  are  of  divine  right,  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  I  never  heard 
of  one,  who  thought  that  he  could  not  in 
his  conscience  sue  for  diem  in  any  court 
but  the  spiritual,  when  he  thought  he  might 
meet  with  a  more  adequate,  or  a  more 
speedy  reparation  from  the  temporaL  If 
uiere  were  an3^-such  conscientious  divine- 
right  men  among  us,  I  must  say,  that,  not- 
withstanding my  being  convinced  that  the 
opinion  is  ridicidouay  I  should  have  as  great 
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•  regard  itf  posnble  for  their  scruple  of 
conscieace,  and  would  be  very  far  from 
thinking  that  they  ought  to  be  persecuted 
«r  ruin^,  singly  on  that  account;  but  the 
conscience  of  such  a  set  of  men,  if  there 
were  any  such,  could  be  of  no  weight 
against  this  Bill,  or  against  a  general  pro- 
hibition of  bringing  any  suit  for  tythes  uito 
the  spiritual  court,  because  they  might  sell 
the  estates  they  had  in  tythes:  and  it 
would  be  no  great  injury,  either  to  them 
or  the  public,  to  disable  such  persons  from 
holding  any  estate  in  tytites ;  whereas  it 
would  be  no  great  injury  to  the  public,  to 
disable  all  Quakers,  or  any  other  set  of  men, 
firom  being  farmers,  and  it  would  be  an  in- 
lury  to  every  particular  man  who  had  been 
bred  t<r  that  business. 

We  are  notnow  to  dispute  the  property  of 
^rthes,  or  in  whom  it  is  lodged;  though  I 
take  it,  that  till  they  are  set  out,  the  per- 
son entitled  to  them  has  only  a  right  to 
them;  he  has  not  till  then  a  property  in 
them:  However,  this  can  make  no  material 
difference  in  the  case;  for  whoever  thinks 
he  owes  any  thing  to  another,  is  as  much 
obliged  in  conscience  to  pay  what  he  owes, 
as  he  that  has  got  possession  of  another's 
property,  is  in  conscience  obliged  to  re- 
store that  property  to  the  right  owner : 
But  the  Quadcer  does  not  think  he  owes 
tythe  to  any  man,  nor  does  he  think  that 
any  other  man  can  have  a  property,  in  any 
part  of  the  produce  of  his  labour  and  in- 
dustry ;  therefore  he  does  not  thinkhimself 
obliged  in  conscience  to  pay  or  restore. 
Nay,  since  tythes  were  at  first  pretended 
to  nrom  a  divine  right,  and  as  such  made 
payable  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  the 
Quaker  thinks  he  cannot  in  conscience 
voluntarily  and  freely  comply  with  such 
laws,  because  it  would  be  at  least  a  tacit  ac- 
knowledgment of  that  doctrine  upon  which 
those  laws  were  founded. 

1  shall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  a  person 
who,  fr«m  mere  obstinacy  or  litigiousness, 
refuses  to  pay  tiM  compelled  by  law,  de- 
serves to  fa^  prosecuted  in  the  most  ex- 
pensive manner,  in  order  to  punish  him 
with  heavy  costs,  and  to  terrify  others 
firom  being  guilty  of  the  same  obstinacy 
or  litigiousness;  but  when  ,a  person  is 
unable  to  pay  what  is  legally  due,  I  say  it 
is  downright  oppression,  to  sue  for  it  in  an 
expensive  way,  when  the  debt  might  be  as 
eroctually  recovered  in  a  cheap  and  easy 
method;  and  i£  a  person  refuses  to  pay 
what  is  legally  due,  because  his  conscience 
will  not  afiow  him  to  pay  till  compelled  by 
law,  it  is  downright  persecuticn  to  sue  in 
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an  expensive  way,  when  the  debt  might  be 
as  effectually,  and  much  sooner  recovered; 
by  a  cheap  and  easy  method..  It  is  with  ' 
out  doubt  an  injury  done  to  a  man,  to 
oblige  him  to  gO  to  law  fi^r  the  recovery 
of  what  is  jQstfy  due ;  but  with  respect  to 
the  Quaker,  this  injury  proceeds  nrom  a 
scruple  of  conscience,  and  therefore,  the 
injured  person,  if  he  be  a  Christian,  wifl 
aieek  for  reparation  in  that  method,  which 
may  be  of  least  damage  to  the  conscienti- 
ous Quaker.  In  his  case,  I  oug^t  neither 
to  punish  nor  to  terrify.  If  I  punish,  for 
what  do  Ipunish  ?  I  punish  aman  for  being 
conscientious.  Is  this  just?  If  I  terrify, 
for  what  end  do  I  terrify  ?  I  terrify,  in  order 
to  compel  a  man  to  act  contrary  to  his 
conscience.  Is  this  Christian  ?  A|y  Lords, 
no  conscientious  Qualcer  can  pay  tythes 
without  a  law-suit ;  apd^  therefore  the  only 
effect  this  Bill  can  have,  i^  be,  thaf  fewer 
Quakers  will  fronuhenceforth  be  terrified 
by  excessive  cost  to  do  that,  whkh  th^ 
cannot  with  a  safe  conscience  db.  I^  this 
«i  e&ct  to  be  dreaded?  Is  it  not  an  effect 
to  be  desired  by  every  man  who  ppfessel 
himself  a  Christian  ? 

It  seems  to  be  laid  tfown  as  a  maxim  by 
some  lords  in  this  debate,  That  the  Quakers 
can  have  no  scruple  of  conscience  in  pay- 
ing tythes,  and  upon  this  maxim,  most  of  , 
their  arguments  nave  been  founded ;  but, 
my  Lords,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that 
they  have  a  scruple  of  conscience,  and  my 
maxim  is  certainly  the  most  charitable :  I 
shall  not  say  that  their  scruple  is  weU 
founded,  or  that  it  has  any  tolerable  foun« 
dation;  but  we  have  had  many  people 
burnt  in  this  very  kingdom,  for  a  scruple  of 
conscience  much  like  this  of  the  Quakeim. 
The  Lollards,  many  of  them,  were  burnt 
for  not  paying  the  tax  called  Peter-pence ; 
yet  that  tax  was  then  due  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  as  much  as  tlie  tythes  are  now :  How- 
ever, those  poor  people  thought  they  could 
not  in  conscience  pay  it,  and  suffered  being 
burnt  to  death,  rather  than  get  over  that 
scruple  of  conscience:  Surenr  they  were 
in  earnest.;  and  I  cannot  think,  that  a  man 
who  suffers  himself  to  be  ruined  and  im- 
prisoned, for  the  sake  of  any  scruple  of 
conscience,  can  be  in  jest.  If,  by  som* 
odd  turn  in  our  religious  afiairs,  we  should 
begin  again  to  light  up  sacrifices  in  this 
kingdom,  and  should  make  a  law  for  ob- 
li^in^  every  man  to  give  the  firstlings  of 
his  nock,  or  so  much  money  yearly  to  his 
parish-priest  for  that  purpose,  I  should  not 
think  him  a  very  consaentious  Christian, 
that  would  voluntarily  and  freely  comply 
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with  such  a  law ;  so  that  there  may  bacases 
aupposed,  in  which  an  obedience  to  tibe 
laws  of  the  land,  in  the  payment  of  taxes, 
would  really  be  inconsistent  with  a  good 
conscience ;  and  therefore*  in  charity,  we 
ought  to  believe  that  the  Quakers  are  sin- 
cere, in  the  scruple  of  conscience  they  pre- 
tend, with  respect  to  the  payment  of 
tythed;  for  as  they  think  that  every  man 
who  is  capable,  or  who  is  moved  by  the 
apirit,  as  mey  call  it,  is  obliged  to  preach 
tne  doctrine  of  Christ  without  fee  or  re- 
ward, they  may,  and  they  probably  do 
think  it  i&  inconsistent  with  Christianity  to 
preach  for  hire,  or  to  give  hire  for  preach- 
ing, as  we  would  think  it  to  sacrifice,  or  to 
five  money  for  sacrifices*  For  this  reason, 
am  against  persecuting  them  with  heavy 
costs ;  and  for  the  same  reason,  if  there 
were  in  the  kingdom  such  nonjurors  as 
have  been  mentioned,  as  long  as  they  did 
Bot  any  way  disturb  the  government,  I 
ahould  be  for  shewing  all  possible  regard 
to  the  tenderness  of  their  conscience ;  I 
ahould  be  for  taking  the  taxes  from  them 
in  the  most  easj  and  cheap  method  that 
could  be  contnved  ?  So  far  would  I  be 
from  looking  upon  theur  scruple  of  con- 
science as  seditious,  or  treating  their  appli- 
cation with  contempt,  thati  should  be  for 
taking  the  taxes  from  them  in  any  manner 
they  could  prescribe,  providing  it  did  not 
injure  the  government. 

Suppose  then,  my  Lords,  the  Quakers 
are  smcere  in  this  scruple  of  conscience 
they  pretend,  let  us  consider  ^e  condition 
theyareinatpresent,  and  the  condition  they 
desire  to  be  in,  in  order  to  see  whether 
they  are  now  liable  to  any  hardships,  or  if 
what  they  desire 'can  injure  the  person  en- 
titled to  their  tythes.  From  what  I  have 
supposed  it  must  be  granted,  that  no  con- 
scientious Quaker  can  pay  tythe  till  it  is 
taken  from  him  by  law,  that  is,  by  Uie  sen- 
tence or  decree  of  some  court :  As  the  ex- 
pences  in  recovering  by  this  sentence,  and 
of  levying  the  tythe  in  pursuance  thereof, 
must  all  come  upon  the  Quaker,  and  as 
this  expence  must  recur  every  year  upon 
him,  it  IS  evident  that,  if  this  expence  were 
large,  every  conscientious  Quaker  liable  to 
pay  tythes  would  soon  be  undone:  for  this 
reason  a  cheap  and  easy  methodfor  tecover- 
in^  tythes  from  Quakers  has  been  pro- 
vided :  the  person  intitled  applies  to  the 
two  next  justices,  the  Quaker  does  not 
contest  the  demand,  and  by  the  sentence 
of  these  two  justices  the  person  intitied 
takes  his  tythe  without  putting  himself  or 
the  Quaker  to  any  greattrouUeor  e3(penoe» 
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and  this  remedy  has  ever  tboe  bmn  ahp^t 
made  use  of  against  Quakers'bj  evety 
good natured man  in  the  kingdom:  bullet 
uie  tythe  be  ever  bo  small,  let  it  be  bttt  a 
shilling,  if  the  person  intilied  be  a  kwycr 
or  a  cruel,  avaricious,  or  malicious  man,4w 
may  on  account  of  that  shilling  whidi  liia 
Quaker  cannot  in  conscience  par  vohmta* 
rily,  put  the  Quaker  to  20^  pertu^  lOtf. 
charge;  because  he  is  not  obliged  to  take  tiie 
easv  and  ckesep  method  of  recovering  Us 
right  before  the  two  next  justices,  hiAtoaf 
have  recourse  to  an  expensive  suit  in  tbie 
Excheouer,  or  a  more  expensive  one  in  Uw 
spiritual  court ;  and  as  these  demands  §m 
tythe  return  every  vear,  it  is  plain  that  tks 
Quaker  must  in  a  Aott  time  either  give  nf 
his  whole  estate,  or  his  conscience.  If  the 
person  intitled  to  tvthe  be  a  lawyer,  he 
will  probably  take  this  last  method'  Cor  Us 
profit ;  if  be  be  a  cruel  or  ntalicioos  man, 
he  will  take  it  for  his  pleasure ;  and  if  he 
be  anavarictousmaa,  ne  has  firom  bencea 
most  excellent  handle  for  obliging  d» 
Quaker  to  give  him  yearly  a  larse  cootii> 
bution,  in  order  to  prevail  wita  hiss  to 
take  his  remedy  for  tythe  before  the  two 
next  justices  of  the  peace.  To  this  I  AtSk 
add,  that  if  the  person  entitled  to  ^rthe  be 
a  clergyman,  and  one  of  a  perKCutn^  spi- 
rit, he  will  probabl3r,  for  the  satisfactkMi  of 
that  spirit,  take  this  last  method,  to  the 
great  scandal  of  our  established  chvircb. 
Nay,  such  a  man  may  probably  instead  of 
taking  the  Quaker's  ^oods  by  distress,  take 
his  person  in  execution,  in  order  to  coofd 
him  by  imprisonment  to  abjure  his  reU^oBt 
which  would  be  a  method  of  convertiag, 
your  lordships  would  not  surely  approfve  ef* 
Your  lordships  must  firom  hence  see  what 
an  infinite  series  of  oppression  and  peisec^ 
tion theQuakersaresuOfectedto  by  the  Isots 
as  they  stand  at  present;  and  frooi  this  «p> 

Eression  or  persecution  no  Qodier  oan  fim 
imsdf,  but  by  giving  up  his  consckace, 
or  giving  up  his  uirm  $  the  first,  I  am  sore, 
no  good  man  will  desire^  tiie  last  woald  be 
a  great.injury  to  the  pid>lic  as  well  as  to  the 
Quaker  himself.  Af)»rthesttitis<MicecaM» 
menced,  let  it  be  in  what  covut  it  wfll,  the 
Quaker  cannot  put  a.  Slop  to  the  taupeaot 
by  consigning  the  moaey  due,  as  hasbeem 
mentioned  by  a  noble  lord  of  the  other 
side :  that  consignation  he  mast  look  od 
as  avoluntary  payment  of  tytbe^  and  tet 
his  conscience  wiU  not  allow  him  to  maiBai 
But  besides,  Ik  may,  and  probaUv  wiU  be 
sued  in  the  ecclesiastical  ooatt,  ^mfcfa  is« 
court  in  whidi  his  conscioDce  wiU  not  m 
UMiohasadmitfaimloappav;  jtisaosvit 
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where  no  nan  ooght  to  be  made  to  appear 
for  the  recovery,  or  for  the  defence  of  any 
temporal  right :  the  very  sentence  they 
pronounce,  as  it  id  a  damning  sentence,  i 
may  begleaveto  call  it  amost  daronablesen- 
tence,  to  pronounce  such  a  sentence  is  most 
imehristian :  to  excommunicate  a  man  for 
tile  value  of  perhaps  4c/.  is  terrible,  and  to 
isiagine  it  has  the  efiects  pretended,  can 
proved  from  nothing  but  a  belief  in  that 
Antichristian  power  set  up  by  the  church 
of  Rome* 

Having  thus  laid  before  your  lordships 
the  hardsnips  the  Quakers  are  exposed  to, 
I  i^all  next  beg  leave  to  explain  what  I 
take  to  be  the  intention  of  this  Bill,  for  it 
seems  to  have  been  very  much  misappre- 
bended.  HBy  this  Bill  it  is  proposed  to  be 
enacted  that  the  person  entitled  to  tythes 
instead  of  suing  for  them  in  the  spiritual 
court,  shall  bring  his  complaint  before  two 
justices  of  tiie  peace  in  tne  same  county, 
and  they  are  empowered  and  enabled  to 
examine  into  the  afiBur  by  the  oath  of  the 
ptarty,  by  witnesses  or  otherwise,  to  deter- 
mine, award,  and  adjudge  what  they  think 
to  be  due,  and  to  levy  the  same  by  distress 
and  sale  of  goods,  or  by  imprisonment  of 
the  person,  when  sufficient  goods,  are  not 
to  be  found ;  but  if  the  Quaker  appears 
before  die  justices,  and  contests  the  value 
of  the  tythes  in  dispute,  incase  Uie  justices 
^ould,  by  mistake  or  otherwise,  do  an 
injury  to  eitfier  party,  there  are  two  reme- 
dies provided,  one  of  which  is  common  to 
the  defendant,  as  well  as  complainant, 
whidi  is,  that  either  of  them  may  appeal 
to  the  judge  of  assize ;  but  the  other  is 
for  the  complainant  only,  and  is  such  as 
he  cannot,  1  think,  make  the  least  objec- 
tion to ;  for  he  is  left  at  liberty  to  take  any 
one  of  the  remedies  for  the  recovery  of  his 
tythe,^  to  which  he  is  now  entitled,  and  is 
to  have  all  his  costs  in  case  he  recovers 
more  than  was  adjudged  to  him  by  the 
justices :  he  may  sue  m  the  ecclesiastical 
court,  he  may  bring  his  action  at  common 
law,  or  he  may  bring  his  Bill  in  the  exche- 
quer for  a  discovery,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  this  Bill  had  never  been  thought  of; 
but  if  any  such  action  or  suit  appears  to  be 
▼exatious,byhisnot  recovering  any  greater 
Ta^ie  of  ty  the  than  what  was  adjudged  him 
by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  he  is  then  most 
justly,  1  think,  to  pay  costs  to  the  defen- 
dant, •  Then,  as  the  Quaker  can  never  in 
conscience  set  out  the  tythe  himself,  or 
dause  it  to  be  set  out,  and  as  the  incum- 
bent may  chuse  to  have  his  tjrthe  ini  kind, 
which  he  cannot  possibly  have  at  present. 


there  k  this  remedy  provided,  a  proper  per* 
son  is  to  be  employed  by  the  mcumbent^ 
who  is  empowered  to  enter  upon  the 
Quaker's  ^ound  and  ser  out  the  tythe, 
which  the  mcumbent  may  then  remove  at 
hispleasure. 

By  these  regulations  your  Lord^pa 
must  see,  that  the  Quaker  will  be  set  free 
from  that  oppression  and  persecution  he  is 
now  expoJBed  to;  if  this  Bill  passes,  ^ich 
I  hope  it  will,  he  cannot  hereafler  be  ter* 
rified  into  the  making  a  sacrifice  of  Ma 
conscience,  nor  can  an  avaricious  incum- 
bent oblige  him  to  commute  for  such  a  sa- 
crifice, by  bribing  him  not  to  prosecute  in 
any  expensive  court ;  and  whether  the  in- 
cumbent or  any  other  person  can  from 
these  regulations  receive  any  injury  will 
best  appear  by  considering  the  olriec- 
tions  that  have  been  made  against  iaerxu 

I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  there  may 
be  more  reason  to  suspect  the  justices 
of  partiality,  than  to  suspect  the  judgto  of 
his  Majesty's  courts  in  Westminster-hall; 
but  I  do  not  think  they  can  be  suspected 
of  more  partiality  than  the  judges  of  ec- 
clesiastical courts.  However,  suppose 
the  justices  to  be  generally  partial,  What 
reason  can  be  assigned  for  their  partiality'^ 
being  generally  in  favour  of  Quakers  { 
There  are  many  of  them  who  are  them- 
selves proprietors  or  tax-men  of  tythes ; 
and  as  the  complainant  will  dways  havehis 
choice  of  the  whole  commission  of  the 
peace  for  a  county,  he  will  cei'tamly  carry 
his  oom^^aint  before  two  justices,  upon 
whose  candour,  perhaps,  upon  whose  fa- 
vour, he  may  with  confioence  rely;  so 
tliat'  if  there  is  any  partiality  to  be  ap- 
prehended, it  may  lusUy  be  suspected 
that  tSle  partiality  will  be  oftener  against 
than  in  favour  of  the  Quaker.  Then 
as  no  complaint  for  tythe  is  by  this  B31  to 
be  determined  by  the  Justices,  if  any  mat- 
ter of  right  be  in  question,  as  no  complaint 
is  to  be  determine^  by  them,  but  onlv 
such  as  relate  to  the  tythe  upon  a  small 
spot  of  ground,  and  for  one  year  only,  it 
is  certain,  that  the  justices  of  peace  are,  by 
the  laws  now  in  being,  made  judges  in  many 
cases  of  greater  value  than  any  such  com- 
plaint can  be  of;  for,  considering  the  vast 
difference  in  the  produce  of  lan<£  between 
one  year  and  another,  it  is  impossible  to 
imagine,  that  one  jrear's  determination  can 
be  any  rule  for  measuring  the  value  of 
die  very  next  year's  produce,  and  much 
less  fbr  all  succeeding  years;  therefore 
the  value  of  the  complaint  or  suit  in  which 
tiie  justices  are  to  be  made  judges,  is  not 
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to  be  computed  from  the  price  the  tythe 
might  sell  for,  but  only  from  what  is  then 
before  the  justices,  which  is  the  value  of 
one  year's  produce* 

I  confess,  my  Lords,  I  have  a  very  great 
veneration  for  our  method  of  trial  by  jury ; 
I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
safe-guards  for  the  lives  and  the  liberties 
as  well  as  the  prcmerties  of  the  people  of 
this  kingdom :  ana  therefore  I  shall  always 
be  for  preserving  that  method  in  all  trials 
where  any  matter  of  ri^ht,  or  any  matter 
of  great  value,  comes  m  question;  but  J 
cannot  think  that  the  method  is  so  abso- 
lutely necessary  In  causes  where  a  trifling 
sum  only  comes  to  be  in  dispute ;  and  in 
the  c^  now  before  us,  it  would  be  quite 
useless  to  order  a  tnal  upon  every  occa- 
sion ;  because,  as  the  Quaker  refuses  his 
tythe  only  for  conscience  sake,  he  will 
never  contest  the  matter  beforp  the  justices, 
or  oppose  their  giving  sentence  for  what 
he  knows  to  be^  df  e  by  tlie  laws  of  the 
kinjgdom :  there  will  never  be  any  dispute 
before  the  justices,  but  when  the  incum- 
bent and  the  Quaker  cannot  agree  about 
the  value :,  and  in  sueh  »case,  you  may 
"'  order  that  the  two  justices  shall  report-  the 
affiur  to  th#  quarteMe§sk>ns,4^d  that  the 
case^in  dispute  shall  be  there  tried  by  a 
jury.  This  will  be  but  d  small  and  an  easy 
amendment  to  the  Bill ;  it  will  be  very  far 
from  makins^  it  a  new  Bill :  therefore  it 
may  be  mac^  in  the  Committee,  and  yet  I 
believe  it  will'  be  the  most  material 
Amendment^  the  BiD  wiD  stand  in  need 
of. 

The  known  laws  of  the  kingdom,  or  the 
ancient  methods  of  the  courts  of  judica- 
ture, ought  not,  I  acknowledge,  to  be  al- 
tered, but  upon  thb  most  mature  delibera- 
tion. But,  my  Lords,  our  laws  are  not 
like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
they  may  be  altered,  they  ought  to  be  al- 
tered, when  time,  which  is  the  touch-stone 
of  every  law,  and  of  every  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, has  discovered,  that  it  stands 
greatly  in  need  of  an  alteration  or  amend- 
ment. I  must  so  far  agree  with  the  noble 
lord  as  to  declare,  that  I  should  not  be  for 
altering  an  established  law  or  method  of 
proceeding  for  the  sake  only  of  a  mere 
possibiHty,  that  an  ill  use  might  be  made  of 
It;  but  when  there  appears  to  me  a  ^eat 
probability  tliat  an  ill  use  will  be  made  of 
It,  I  m\ist  be  of  opinion,  that  it  is  then  high 
time  to  think  of  an  alteration,  and  to  con- 
trive some  method  for  preventing  that  in- 
convenience which  is  likely  to  arise. 
TUsisthecaaeatpresentjitluttbeen  dis- 
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covered  to  us,  that  a  cmuidenble  Bumber 
of  our  feUow-subjects  are  eacposed  by  the 
laws  as  they  stand  at  present,  to  be  opi* 
pressed  and  persecute4  by  others,  who  find 
a  particular  and  private  adva#itage  in  doinff 
so,  and  who  cannot  naturally  be  supposed 
to  bear  them  any  extraordinary  goca-wiUi 
Is  this  a  mere  possibility  ?  Is  there  not 
the  highest  probability,  that,  wjiere  a  maa 
has  a  power  to  (^press,  and  can  find  an  in- 
terest or  a  satisfaction,  or  both,  in  so  doing, 
he  will  make  use  of  that  powers  Aad 
when  a  great  number  of  such  men  are  in* 
vested  with  such  a  power,  is  there  any 
doubt  to  be  made,  but  that  some  of  them 
will  make  use  of  it  ?  In  the  case  of  such 
an  apparent,  I  may  say,  of  such  a  certaia 
evil,  are  we  to  wait  till  numbers  have  beea 
oppressed  and  ruined?  And  are  we  even 
then  to  insist  upon  legal  proofs  of  that  op* 
pression?  No,  my  Lords,  it  was  never 
the  custom  of  this  House,  nor  I  hope  ever 
will.  We  have  made  many  laws,  we  have 
altered  many  laws,  for  preventing  inconve- 
niences, without  the  least  proof  that  ever 
any  such  inconveniences  had  been  fdt. 
The  late  act  for  regulating  the  quartering 
of  soldiers  was  certainly  some  alteratioa 
of  the  law  in  that  respect ;  and  was  made 
for  preventing  an  inconvenience  which  had 
really  never  happened*  The  law  for  burning 
witcnes,  the  law  ^  de  hseretico  comburendo* 
both  repealed,  as  before  alledeed. 


were 


without  any  l^al  proofe.  It  is  said  thcn^ 
could  never  be  used  without  being  abused; 
I  say  the  same  of  expensive  suits  against 
Quakers,  for  tythes  that  might  have  beea 
recovered  before  tfie  two  next  justices; 
and  I  must  say  again,  it  is  almost  as  cruel 
to  ruin  a  Quaker  by  such  expensive  suits^ 
and  thereby  expoise  him  to  starve  or  rot  in 
jaU,  as  it  would  be  to  bum  him  for  a  here- 
tic, or  to  bum  an  old  woman  for  dealing 
with  the  devil.  The  first  and  the  second  S 
these  cmelties,  certainly  oroceed  from  the 
same  spirit,  and  we  find  tnat  the  power  of 
the  devil  with  respect  to  witdies,  has  gc^ 
uerally  kept  pace  with  the  power  of  priests 
over  heretics. 

I  am  convinced,  my  Lords,  if  it  had 
b^n  thouffht  absolutely  necessary,  we 
might  have  had  many  proofs  of  (^>pre8sioDa 
and  persecutions  in  the  case  now  before  us» 
Considering  the  nature  of  mankind,  where 
there  is  suui  a  handle  for  op^ffenioo,  it  ia 
not  possible  to  imagine,  but  that  aome  of 
those  many  who  might  use  it,  have  used 
it  I  shaU  not  pretend  to  find  fioih  with 
the  order  your  Lordships  have  noade,  but 
I  must  still  think,  we  might  haye  got  f 
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information  even  from  lawyers'  derkt; 
thev  could  have  told  us  a  great  many  fiicts, 
ana  after  we  had  heard  them,  we  might 
have  given  what  credit  to  them  we  pleai^, 
and  we  might  have  formed  such  a  judg- 
ment upon  them  as  we  thought  proper ; 
nay,  for  our  farther  information  we  might 
have  called  for  those  particular  records 
that  had  heen  mentioned.  But  could  we 
expect  or  desire  that  the  Quakers  should 
have  brought  before  us  authentic  copies 
of  a  great  number  of  records,  and  that  with- 
out any  particular  direction  ?  Let  us  con- 
sider what  a  vast  expence  this  would  have 
been.  Let  us  consider  there  is  nothing  in 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill  that  required  any 
such  expence;  and  we  must  therefore 
conclude,  that  no  prudent  man  would  have 
put  himself  to  such  an  expence.  We 
nave  given  them  leave  to  produce  evidence 
which  they  told  us  they  had  not,  we  have 
restrained  Uiern  from  producing  that  evi- 
dence they  told  us  they  had ;  andiiow  we  say 
we  cannot  alter  the  law  without  proofs  that 
a  bad  use  has  been  made  of  it  as  it  stands 
at  present.  The  method  of  recovering 
tythes  before  the  justices  of  peace  has 
been  found  so  easy  and  so  effectual,  that, 
as  it  is  acknowledged  of  all  sides,  every 
wise  and  good-natured  man  has  ever  since 
chosen  it.  What  are  we  then  to  do  by  this 
Bill  ?  We  are  to  clip  the  wmgs  of  the 
unjust,  the  malicious  and  the  oppressive : 
^e  are  to  take  from  them  a  power  to  op- 
press, a  power  to  persecute,  because  they 
nave  made,  and  it  is  certain  they  always 
will  make  a  bad  use  of  it.  I  am  surprized, 
mv  Lords,  to  hear  so  many  difficulties  start- 
ed against  such  a  Bill. 

But  there  is  another  reason,  my  Lords, 
why  I  wish  you  had  heard  some  of  those 
witnesses  the  Quakers  had  to  bring  before 
you.  They  might  have  given  us  some 
account  of  the  costliness,  and  of  the 
extraordinary  meUiods  of  proceeding  be- 
fore those  courts  called  spiritual  courts. 
These  are  the  courts  which  are  chiefly 
made  use  of  to  oppress  the  Quakers. ;  these 
are  the  courts  ttiey  principally  desire  to 
to  be  guarded  against.  These  courts,  it  is 
true,  are  very  antient,  but  jet  I  must  look 
upon  them  as  a  sort  of  relique  of  Popery; 
and  it  must  be  acknowledged  they  are  all 
founded  upon  the  canon  law,  which  is  a 
Jaw  I  must  call  blasphemous,  ridiculous, 
and  obscane.  It  must  be  acknowledged  to 
be  blasphemous,  because  the  canons  of  the 
church- or  rather 'of  the  pope,  are  thereby 
declared  to  be  of  equal  auUiority  with  the 
fpistles  of  the  apostlA.    It  is  ridiculous 


in  man  J  instances,  particularly  in  this,  that 
it  requuret  tlup  hundred  .witnesses  to  con* 
demn  a  pope  for  any  crime,  and  I  think^ 
above  seventy  to  condemn  a  cardinal ;  thus 
it  allows  that  a  pope  or  a  cardinal  may  be 
guilty  of  crimes,  and,  I  believe,  they  have 
always  had  their  full  share  of  wickedness ; 
but  this  law  makes  it  impossible  to  punish 
any  of  them  for  the  most  flagitious  crime  a 
n^an  can  be  guilty  of.  As  tot  its  obsceni* 
ty,  I  do  no^  think  it  decent  to  eive  in 
this  House  my  reasons  for  calling  it 
so;  but  it  is  well  known  it  is  %o.  I 
make  no  doibt  but  the  judges  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  courts  in  Westmmster-hall,  think  it 
their  business  to  prevent  oppression  and 
vexation  as  much  as  they  can,  as  well  as 
to  punish  them  wherever  either  can  be  dis« 
covered ;  and  while  those  oourts  are  filled- 
with  such  judges  as  they  are  at  present,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  their  doing  their  duty ; 
but  I  cannot  say  so  much  of  the  judges  of 
our  ecclesiastical  courts :  and  even  in  the 
King's  courts,  it  is  sometimes  impossible 
to  punish  apparent  vexation  and  oppres- 
sion,  especialhr  in  the  case  of  tythes ;  for 
though  an  action  or  suit  should  be  brought 
in  either  of  those  courts,  for  tythes  which 
might  evidently  have  been  recovered  by  a 
complamt  tb  the  justices  of  peace,  sucn  a 
suit  will  be  allowed,  I  believe,  to  be  op* 
pressive  and  vexatious,  yet  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  judges  to  prevent  or  pumrfi 
the  vexation. 

It  is,  my  Lords,  a  general  rule  already 
established  by  all  our  laws,  that  no  maa 
ought  to  be  sued  in  a  superior  and  expen- 
sive court  for  a  small  sum :  there  are  pro- 
per courts  established  for  that  purpose,  ancl 
there  the  plaintifi'  ought  to  take  his  remedy, 
llierefore,  according  to  the  known  spint 
of  our  law,  we  can  do  no  injury  to  any  man 
entitled  to  tythes,  by  obliging  him  to  ap- 
ply to  an  inferior  court,  in  all  cases  of 
tythes  where  no  matter  of  right  comes  in 
question :  because,  where  no  such  matter 
comes  in  question  the  thing  in  dispute  can- 
not be  of  my  great  value.  This  cannot 
encourage  Quakers  to  be  more  contu* 
macious  and  litigious  than  before,  be- 
cause they  can  never  in  good  conscience 
pay  without  a  suit ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
made  no  objection  against  the  Bill,  that- 
they  win  not  hereafter  be  so  oflen  forced 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  conscience,  as 
they  have  been  heretofore.  Then  with 
respect  to  their  solicitation,  in  order  to  pre* 
vail  with  the  justices  to  give  a  sentence  or 
xlecree  for  less  Uian  is  really  due,  it  b  cer- 
tain no  wise  man  among  them  wiU  solicit 
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an  J  mich  things  nor  wiD  liny  justice  wlio  is 
their  friend  decree  so;  because  the  incum- 
bent or  proprietor  of  the  tythe  may  in  that 
case  apply  to  the  superior  courts  with 
safety,  where  he  will  not  only  recorer  the 
full  value  of  the  tythe,  but  will  load  the 
Quaker  wiUi  all  the  costs :  this  will  be  a 
sufficient  bar  to  such  solicitation  or  unjust 
decree,  where  the  Quaker  appears  and  op- 
poses it ;  and  if  your  lordships  think  there 
IS  danger  in  the  justices  and  the  Quaker's 
combining  together,  to  fix  the  incumbent 
by  the  Quaker's  not  appearing,  you  may 
ghre  the  incumbent  the  same  liberty  in  this 
UEBt  case  as  he  has  in  the  first:  which 
amendment  may  likewise  be  easDy  made  in 
the  committee. 

With  respect  ,to  the  objection,  my 
Lords,  that  if  the  Quaker  withdraws 'his 
tythes,  and  aflerwards  refuses  to  appear 
to  be  examined  before  the  justices,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  incumbent  to  find 
any  witnesses  for  proving  the  value  of  the 
tyuies  so  withdrawn,  the  objection  is 
founded  upon  a  supposition,  which  is  not, 
in  my  opinion,  possible  to  be  supposed.  It 
is  impossible  to  suppose,  that  an  incum- 
bent cannot  find,  in  his  whole  parish, 
cottagers,  servants,  or  other  persons  who 
do  not  pay  tythes,  and  yet  can  make  a 
Very  good  judgment  of  what  miffht  have 
been  the  produce  of  such  a  spot  of  ground, 
such  an  apple-tree,  such  a  number  of 
cows,  such  a  number  of  sheep,  or  any  thing 
else  that  can  be  supposed  to  pay  tythe, 
and  their  judgments  given  upon  oath  wiU 
certainly,  in  such  a  case  of^  contumacy, 
be  a  good  rule  for  the  justices  determina- 
tion ;  especially  considering,  that  in  case  o£ 
contumacy,  they  may  and  ought  to  take  a 
latitude  which  they  would  not  otherwise 
be  entitled  to:^  nor  can  the  Quaker  be  sur- 
prised with  a  distress  upon  his  goods, 
before  he  hears  any  thine  of  the  complaint, 
without  supposing  a  doiible  perjury ;  first 
in  the  service  of  the  summons  for  his  ap- 
pearing before  the  justices,  and  next  in  ^e 
service  of  the  notice  of  the  decree  or  adju- 
dication :  such  a  supposition  is  not  vety 
charitable,  with  respect  to  the  incumbent, 
wfio  must  be  concerned,  and  against  such 
perjuries  no  man  can  in  any  case  be  safi^, 
no  law  can  full]UiX)vide ;  tncre  can  be  no 
safe-guard  buJ^S^  severe  punishment  of 
the  perjury  as  soon  as  detected. 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  the 
fkults  or  inaccuracies  found  in  the  several 
paragraphs  o£  the  BDl.  I  shall  readily 
grant,  that  it  stands  ii^  need  of  some 
Mnendments ;  perhqw  the  wfade  sdeine 
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may  be  wrong,  thou^  I  cannot  be  of  diat 
opinion :  but  we  ought  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  subject  and  the  scheoie  of  the 
Bill ;  the  former  is  certainly  good,  the  lat- 
ter may  be  altered  in  the  committee,  with- 
out making  a  new  Bill*  If  the  justices  of 
peace  are  not  properly  or  sufficiently  ii»> 
powered,  to  hear  and  cktermine  all  matters 
relating  to  tythes,  the  words  for  that  pur- 
pose may  be  altered,  and  more  ^opet 
words  inserted,  and  fiuther  powers  granted 
in  the  committee.  If  the  methwi  pre* 
seribed  for  compdling  the  appearance  of 
witnesses  be  not  thought  efiectual  agaiut 
those  upon  whom  no  distress  can  be  levied, 
a  few  words  may  be  added  for  imprisottin^ 
or  otherwise  punishing  their  persons ;  and 
as  for  the  tything-man  to  be  sent  by  the 
incumbent,  a  few  words  may  in  that  case 
likewise  be  added,  for  obliging  him  to  set 
out  the  tythe  in  a  certain  short  time,  £^  a 
proper  remedy  may  be  provided  for  pre- 
venting his  doing  injustice,  or  imposing 
upon  either  party  concerned,  and  for  oblig- 
ing the  Quaker  to  give  him  a  certain  re- 
ward for  his  service ;  but  even  aa  the  Bill 
stands  at  present,  there  is  nothing  in  it  for 
taking  firou  the  former  the  care  (^his  ova 
crop,  there  is  no  penalty  upon  his  remov- 
ing the  crop  without  setting  out  the  tythe, 
but  what  he  was  subject  to  before  this  BiH 
was  thought  of;  therefore  I  am  sure  do 
Quaker  can  object  against  it :  if  the  crop 
be  taken  away,  and  the  incumbent  does  not 
recover  the  full  value  of  his  tythe  by  a 
complaint  to  the  justices,  he  may  then  file 
his  bill  in  the  Exchequer  for  a  discovery ; 
but  if  he  can  recover  the  full  value  before 
the  justices,  I  think  it  is  most  reasonable  to 
put  some  bar  upon  his  going  in  such  an 
expensive  way  to  work.  Turnpikes  are 
always  set  up  for  amending  a  bad  road ;  in 
this  sense  the  necessity  of  applying  font 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  may  be  called 
a  new  turnpike;  the  road  to  justice  is  at 
present  difficult,  cumbersome,  and  expen- 
sive,  and  this  new  turnpike  is  set  up  to 
make  it  more  passable^  and  less  expensive. 
I  hof^e  it  will,  be  agreed  to,  bec^uise  I  am 
convinced  it  will  answer  the  end. 

In  short,  my  Lords,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  form  a  Bill  but  whi^  may,  in  passing, 
stand  in  need  of  some  amendments :  it  m 
absolutely  impossible  to  contrive  a  new  lair 
or  regulation,  i^;fiinst  which  some  incon- 
veniences may  not  be  su^ested.  Against 
this  Bill  there  are,  I  think,  very  km  that 
can  be  reasonabl^y  suggested ;  and  tiM» 
amendments  are  all  such  as  may,  in  mj 
opinioii9  witb  ease  and  regularity  be  i 
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in  the  oomnuttee,  therefore  I  hope  your 
lordships  wiU  seiui  k  thither.  The  subject 
of  the  Bill  is  good,  the  intentioD  is  Chris- 
tian ;  some  such  Bill  is  certainly  necessary ; 
the  very  title  ought  to  induce  your  lord- 
ships, at  least,  to  try  what  you  can  do  in 
the  Committee :  if  the  reverend  bench  re- 
fuse their  assistance,  if  the  two  noble 
Lords,  we  have  now  the  happiness  to  have 
among  us,  refuse  being  concerned,  it  will 
be  a  great  misfortune;  but  still  we  shall 
have  the  assistance  of  the  learned  judges, 
and  with  such  an  assistance  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  it  a  perfect  and  an 
useful  BiU.  The  passing  <n*such  Bill  will 
become  the  dignity  of  this  House,  wOl  be- 
come your  lordships  as  the  lawgivers  of  a 
brave  and  a  free  people,  will  become  you 
as  the  protectors  of  liberty,  and  as  escou- 
ragers  of  that  meekness,  charity  and  for- 
b^rance,  which  are  so  agreefd)le  to  the 
{Minciples,  and  so  strpnglv  inculcated  by 
the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

Now,  my  Lords,  is^  a  proper  time  for 
endeavouring  to  pass  such  a  BiU :  there 
has  been  a  time  when  all  our  bishops,  and 
perhaps  all  the  clergy  of  England  would 
have  joined  in  their  clamours,  against  any 
attempt  for  preventing  persecution,  or  for 
demoiishing  any  dangerous  power  they 
might  be  possessed  of;  and  would  even 
have* gone  the  length  to  threaten  the  mem- 
bers of  our  legislature,  fcdr  being  concerned 
in   or  countenancing  any  such  attempt: 
but  we  are  now  happy  in  a  difierent  situa- 
tion :    for  whatever  some  young  people 
may  think,  our  bishopsjare  now  more  Chris- 
tian, and  much  more  moderate  than  they 
were  in  former  times;  1  have  seen  former 
times^  and  therefore  I  say  so ;  I  have  seen 
a  noble  lord  of  this  House  taken  down  in 
very  harsh  terms  by  a  prelate,  for  calling 
Quakers  Christians.    I  hope  I  may  now 
call  them  so,  without  incurring  any  such 
reprimand :   they  are  certainly  so,  and  in 
the  course  of  this  Bill  they  have  shewn 
themselves  so;  for  though  they  were  not 
very   handsomely  used    by  the  counsel 
against  them  at  our  bar,  they  returned  no 
such  usage ;  <  Though  they  were  reviled, 
*  they  reviled  not  again;'  and  yet  we  know, 
die  counsel  for  them  were  very  capable  to 
have  rdumed  the  same  treatment ;  from 
^ence  we  may  judge  they  were  instruct- 
ed to  the  contrary.    Therefore,  my  Lords, 
as  the  Quakers  are  our  fellow  Christians, 
andasthey  are  a  great  body  of  innocent,  in- 
dustrious and  useful  subjects,  though  the 
Bill  were  so  defective  as  to  take  away  all 
iM^iea  of  making  any  thaog  ^  -it  in  the 


conmrittee,  yet  out  of  decency^  and  for  die 
sake  of  that  r^ard  which  we  are  bound  to 
shew  to  the  Quakers,  we  ought  to  reler 
it  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee. 

The  above-mentioned  motion  for  com- 
mitting the  Bill  was  made  by  the  lord  vis- 
count  Harrin&ton,  and  supported  by  the 
lord  Hervey,  Uie  |ord  Carteret,  the  duke  of 

4^gy^^»  *"^^  ^®  ^^^^  ^^  ^^y«  ^  ^^  other 
side,  it  was  opposed  by  the  bishop  of  Sdis-* 
bury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  and  the  lord  Level.  But  after  thit 
debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  the  fol- 
lowing lords  spoke  as  follows : 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough.  My  Lords, 
whether  any  such  Bill  as  &e  Bill  aow  be« 
fore  us  be  necessary  or  not,  seems  now 
not  to  be  the  question  in  dispute ;  because 
it  is  aeknowledged  of  all  sides,  that  the 
Bill  now  under  our  consideration  is  a  very 
imperfect  and  incorrect  Bill,  therefore,  a^ 
it  IS  so  late,  1  shall  wave  giving  my  opiniea 
upon  that  question.  1  he  only  question 
now  before  us  is,  whether  we  ought  to 
commit  the  Bill,  notwithstandine  its  being 
so  incorrect  and  imperfect ;  and  the  twe 
chief  reasons  given  for  committing  it  seem 
to  be,  either  in  hopes  that  we  may  be  able 
to  amend  it  in  the  Committee,  so  as  to 
make  it  a  Bill  fit  for  being  passed  into  a 
law;  or  that  we  should  commit  it,  in 
order  to  shew  our  complaisance  and  our 
tenderness  for  the  Quakers. 

As  to  tl)e  first  of  these  reasons,  my 
Lords,  I  must  say,  I  quite  despair  of  ever 
being  able  to  amend  it  in  the  Committee, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  bill  fit  for  being  passed 
into  a  law,  since  the  two  noble  and  learned 
Lords  have  both  declared,  that  they  can- 
not undertake  it :  and  as  to  our  shewing 
our  regard  and  tenderness  for  the  Quakers^ 
though  I  am  desirous  to  shew  them  as 
much  complaisance,  nay,  as  much  favoue 
as  any  Lord  in  this  House  can  desire  to 
shew  them,  yet  in  decency  to  our  own  pro- 
ceedings, I  cannot  agree  to  throw  away  a 
whole  day  imon  any  affiur,  when  I  foresee 
that  it  can  be  to  no  purpose,  especially 
considerinff  its  being  so  late  in  the  sessioa 
when  all  the  time  we  have  will  be  ueoes* 
saiily  employed  about  a&irs  which  may^ 
and  some  of  them  must,  be  brought  to. 
maturity,  for  which  reason  Imustbei^tiit 
committmg  the  BilL 

Lord  Baihurst.  My  Lords,  I  am  for 
the  commitment  of  this  Bill,  for  a  reasoe 
different  from^  either  of  the  two,  mentioned 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  for  as 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Bill,  I  agMSwith 
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hinkf  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected :  There 
mre  so  many  faults  in  it,  Uiat  I  think  it  im-, 
possible  to  amend  it  in  the  committee,  so 
as  to  make  it  a  bill  fit  for  being  passed  into 
a  law. — As  I  have^  my  Lords,  taken  great 
pains  to  consider  every  clause  of  this  Bill, 
oesides  admitting  e^ry  small  fault  and 
every  inaccuracy  takeifl  notice  of  by  other 
lords  in  the  debates,  I  i^ill  venture  to  as- 
sert to  your  lordships,  that  there  is  scarce- 
ly one  clause  in  the  bill  which  can  stand 
unamended :  It  is  now  so  late,  being,  I 
think,  near  ten  o'clock,  that  I  do  not 
care  to  trouble  your  lordships  with  many 
particulars ;  but  as  the  reverend  prelate, 
who  spoke  early  in  the  debate,  shewed 
youiMordships  very  justly,  how  one  clause 
m  the  bill  might  affect  the  Quakers,  and 
render  their  condition  worse  than  it  ill  at 
present,  I  can  shew  your  lordships,  that  by 
the  same  clause  in  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands, 
a  clergyman  must,  in  many  cases,  come  off 
a  loser,  let  him  take  what  way  he  will  to 
recover  that  tythe  which  is  justly  due  to 
him :  In  all  cases  where  tlie  Quaker,  after 
notice  given  him,  remove  his  crop,  or  any 
other  produce  liable  to  pay  tythes,  without 
setting  out  the  tythes,  or  waiting  till  die 
tything-man  comes  to  set  it  out  for  him, 
tne  incumbent  has  only  two  methods  pre- 
scribed for  re(;overing  his  tythe :  One  is  by 
a  complaint  to  the  two  next  justices ;  in 
which  method  it  may  oflcn  be  impossible 
for  him  to  recover  the  value  of  the  tythe  so 
withdrawn,  for  want  of  proof,  and  there- 
fore, in  all  such  cases,  he  must  necessarily 
be  reduced  to  the  other  method,  which  is, 
by  action  or  suit  in  some  of  the  courts  in 
Westminster-hall  for  double  the  value; 
but  then,  in  this  last  method,  he  is  to  re- 
cover no  costs ;  and  therefore,  even  though 
he  should  be  able  to  find  witnesses  to  prove 
near  the  full  value  of  the  tythe  so  with- 
drawn, and  should  recover  double  the  value 
of  the  tythe  so  proved  to  have  been  with- 
drawn, yet  he  may,  and  I  believe  will 
generally  come  off  a  loser ;  for  suppose  the 
value  of'^  the  tythe  so  proved  to  have  been 
withdrawn,  should  not  amount  to  above 
two  shillings,  the  incumbent,  in  such  case, 
will  recover  only  four  shillings,  and  in 
suine  for  these  four  shiUings  the  neces- 
sary costs  of  suit  on  tlie  plaintiff's  side 
^nly,  will  generally  amount  to  above  ten 
pounds ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
cumbent's being  intitled,  by  this  clause,  to 
double  the  value  of  the  tythe  withdrawn, 
yet  in  all  cases,  where  he  cannot  prove 
that  the  value  of  the  tythe,  so  withdrawn, 
amounts  to  above  ten  pounds^  he  must  ne- 
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cessarily  come  off  a  loser ;  from  whence  I 
must  conclude,  that  if  this  clause,  as  it 
now  stands,  should  pass  into  a  law,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  any  incumbent  in  Eng- 
land to  recover  any  small  tythe  from  a 
Quaker,  unless  in  cases  where  he  could 

Erove  by  witnesses  the  full  value  of  the  tythe 
efore  the  two  next  justices  of  peace. 
This,  my  Lords,  must  necessarily  be  a 
great  inconvenience,  and  I  could  pomt  out 
several  others,  but,  I  shall  not  now  enter 
farther  into  this  matter :  I  will  only  tcU 
your  lordships  my  reason  for  being  for  the 
commitment,  I  think  it  will  be  a  day  wdl 
spent,  even  though  it  should  make  the  ses- 
sion continue  a  day  longer  than  is  now  de- 
signed, to  consider  whether  any  thing  can 
be  done  in  relation  to  the  ecclesiastical 
courts ;  for  though  the  learned  doctor  at 
the  bar  said,  that  none  but  the  Quaken 
ever  complained  of  the  proceedings  of 
those  courts,  I  am  very  sure,  I  have  heard 
them  complained  of  by  all  mankind^  deigy 
as  well  as  laity,  ever  since  I  came  into  the 
world,  and  that  a  reformation  of  them  is 
much  desired  by  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom, who  has  not  an  interest  in  their  pre- 
sei^t  methods  of  proceeding.  For  this  pur- 
pose, my  Lords,  and  with  a  view  to  pre- 
pare something  against  another  session,  in 
order  to  put  the  proceedings  of  our  ecde- 
siastical  courts  upon  a  better  foot ;  and  at 
the  same  time  to  consider,  whether  any 
thing  can  be  done  to  satisfy  the  Quakers, 
without  doing  an  injury  to  the  clergy,  I 
am  for  our  giving  up  one  day,  notwith- 
standing its  beine  so  late  in  the  sessicxi, 
and  am  therefore  for  committing  the  BiO. 

The  Lord  Hervey  stood  up  again,  and 
spoke  to  the  fpllowing  efi'ect : 

My  Lords;  Though  many  of  your  lord- 
ships seem  to  be  of  opmion,  tluit  it 
would  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to 
take  from  the  clergy,  and  other  perao» 
entitled  to  t3rthes,  die  privilege  of  suoig 
Quakers  in  the  king's  courts ;  yet  as  most, 
who  seem  to  be  of  that  opmion,  haye  de- 
clared a  recard  and  a  tenderness  for  tke 
Quakers,  I  diall  beg  leave  to  take#  littie 
farther  notice  of  tliatswhich  seems  to  be 
tlie  greatest  grievance  upon  theAuakers,  I 
mean  their  being  sued  in  the  qpiritoal 
courts,  because  I  hope  none  of  your  lord* 
ships  will  be  against  ^ving  them  relief  in 
that  respect ;  for  it  is  certainly  a  peat 
grievance  upon  them;  and  the  taking  mim 
ecclesiastics  a  power  or  option  id  suing 
in  ecclesiastical  courts,  can  ba  no  injary 
to  any  ecclesiastic  in  the  kin^dom^  mH 
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less  it  should  be  caHed  an  injury  to  take 
.    from  a  man  the  power  he  has  of  doing 
an  injury  to  another. — ^In  order,  my  Lords, 
to  shew  that  the  suing  of  Quakers  m  eccle* 
•siastical  courts,  mu^  be  a  grievance  upon 
them,  I  must  beg  kave  to  state  the  case, 
which  I  shall  do  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I 
can.    Suppose  the  incumbent  has  a  de- 
mand upon  some  Quaker  m  his  parish  for 
tythes,    Easter-offerings,    or  some   such 
customary  payment,  to  the  amount  of 
two  or  three  shillings,  and  that  the  Quaker 
neither  disputes  the  value,  nor  the  parson's 
right  to  it :    The  incumbent  knows,  that 
^     if  he  should  demand  it  as  a  debt  due  to 
hun,  the  Quaker  would  nay  it  without  any 
contest ;  or  if  he  should  sue  for  it  before 
the  justices  cH  neace^  or  even  in  the  king's 
courts,  the  Quaker  would  neither  oppose 
judgment's  being  given  against  him,  nor 
woudd  he  any  way  obstruct  the  executing 
of  that  jud^ent  upon  hb  ^oods ;   by 
either  of  which  methods,  the  incumbent 
would  recover  ]^s  right,  without  putting 
himself  to  an^  great  trouble,  or  the  Quaker 
to  any  very  extraordinary  expence  :    But 
the  incumbent  having  a  mind  to  persecute 
the  Quaker,  or  having  ^rhaps  a  private 
gnui^e  agauiit  him,  or  intending  Co  raise 
a  contribution  upon  him,  se»ds  and  makes 
a  formal  demand  of  so  much  money  for 
tythe  or  Easter-offerings,  because  he  laiows 
the  Quaker  cannot  in  conscience  comply 
with  such  a  demand ;  and  upon  the  Quaker's 
first  refusal,  he  immediately  libels  him  in 
file  spiritual  court,  because  he  knows  the 
Quaker  cannot  ih  conscience  appear  in 
any  such  court,  or  obey  ar^  of  their  orders 
or  decrees :   Upon  the  Quaker's  not  ap- 
pearing, he  is  of  course  excommunicated, 
go  Ihat,  in  order  to  prevent  or  relieve  him- 
self from  the  consequences  of  excommu- 
nication, he  is  obliged  to  appl3r  for  a  pro- 
hibition ;   and  in  order  to  dbtain  a  prohi- 
bition, he  must  neeessarily  contest  tne.in- 
cinobent's  right  to  this  tythe,  Easter-offer^ 
mg,  or  other  customary  payment,  though 
he  be  certain  of  being  cast  upon  the  trial, 
and  consequently,  of  being  loaded  with 
all  the  expence,  both  in  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  cxHirtSy  which  must  amount  to  a 
Tery  large  sum,  even  in  the  cheapest  and 
Dftost   submissive    way   the  Quaker   can 
chuae  to  yroceed ;  for  the  incumbent  being 
aure  of  reco^ring  all  his  costs  at  last,  will . 
certainly  oppose  the  prohibition  as.jmuch 
as  he  can,  and  will  put  himself  to  all  the 
charge  ^e  can  possibljr  find  any  pretence 
£oT.     Thus  your  lordships  mustsee,.that  a 
Quaker  may  be  put  to  a  most  extraordi- 
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nary   charge   whenever    the   incumbent 

E leases,  and  that-  without  any  vexation  or 
tigiousness  in  him,  but  merely  for  the 
sake  of  preserving  the  testimony  of  a  good 
conscience ;  and  as  this  hazard  or  incon- 
venience recurs  every  year,  it  must  be 
granted,  that  the  liberty  of  suing  them  in 
spiritual  courts  is  a  very  great  grievance 
upon  them— But,  my  Lords,  let  us  see  if 
the  taking  of  this  liberty  or  option,  from 
all  persons  entitled  to  tythes,  could  be  any 
injury  to  such  persons ;    and^  considering 
that  no  Quaker  can  in  conscience  appear 
in  any  spiritual  court,  we  must  .conclude, 
that  no  man  can  recover  his  tjrthe  from  a 
Quaker,  by  any  suit  he  can  bring  in  the 
spiritual  court :  J|Ie  may,  ihdeed,  get  the 
Quaker  arrested  and  detained  in  jail,  till 
he  gives  security  to  appear  iir  that  court, 
that  is  to  say,  he  may  Qiiake  him  a  nrisoner 
for  life  ;  for  no  Quakef'can  ever  ^e  any 
such  security  ;  but  by  no  such  smt  can  he 
ever  recover  what  is  due  tolj|Htn ;   so  that 
by  taking  awa^  thi&v  liberty  or  op^Qn  of 
suing  QmJcers  in  the  spiritual  Xi]^  we 
take  from  no  man  a  metnod  by  wh^  he 
can  recover  his  property,  but  only  a  me- 
thod, by  which  he  may  vex  and  injure  hit  e 
neighbour,  in  order  to  compel  him  l£-  act 
contrary  tp  his  consci^ce :    For  this  rea- 
son, I  hoj^e  none  of  your  lordships  will 
oppose  the  taking  of  this  liberty  or  o^ftion, 
from  dl  persons  entitled  \%  tythes  ;  and  as 
this  may  be  done  in  -  the  committee,  by 
throwing  out  all  the  enacting  clause!  now 
in  the  Bill,  and  inserting  a  short  clause 
for  this  jHir[K)se,  I  hojje  you  will  therefore, 
upon  this  account,  if  there  were  none 
other,  agree  to  the  committing  of  the  Bill. 

Thi&  proposition  was/supported  and  ^en- 
forced Dy  the  duke  of  Argyle,  who  said, 
lliat  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had 
made  a  proposition,  which  must,  in  his  (^i- 
niqji,  be  approved  by  every  one  of  their 
lord^ips,  who  was  not  |gainst  the  subject , 
or  intention,  as  well  as^e  scheme  of  the 
BiU.  ' 

This  was  answered  by  Lord  Hardxinckef 
wl}p  said,  that  he  would  have  been  very        ^ 
glad  to  have  joined  iH  ^y  thing,  for  giving    * 
the  Quakers  as  much  ease,  with  respept  to         « 
th^  tythes,  as  was  consistent  witlf  that 
property  which  others  had  in  them,  but  he 
despaired  of  their  bein^  able  io  do  any  4 
.^ing  that  sessioQ ;  and  meproposition  the 
noble  lord  had  made,  would  not  remedy       « 
all  the  Quakers  coo^lained  of,  nor  could 
it,  in  his  opinion,  be  executed  in  the.  com-* 
mittee ;   for  it   wpuld  be  necessary  ^r      , 
them,  before  &ey  cou|d  4Eaw  up  or  agrae^ 
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to  any  such  clause,  to  consider  the  methods 
of  proceeding  in  most  of  the  courts  in 
Westminster-hall,  and  to  alter  some  of 
them,  which  they  could  not  pretend  to  do 
without  a  great  deal  of  deliberation.  And 
moreover,  that,  in  order  to  execute  what 
was  proposed,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
them  to  drop  not  only  the  whole  body  of 
the  Bill,  but  a  great  part  of  the  pfeamble ; 
and  even  the  title  would  require  to  be  en- 
tirely altered ;  in  which  case  it  could  not, 
m  any  sort  of  propriety,  be  called  the  same 
Bill  that  had  passed  in  the  other  House, 
and  had  been  twice  read  in  that :  There- 
fore, he  continued  in  his  former  opinion, 
and  consequently,  was  against  committing 
the  Bill. 

The  question  being  then  put  upon  the 
first  motion,  for  committing  the  Bill,  it  was 
upon  adivision,  ca^ed  in  the  negative,  by 
54  not  contents,  to  35  contents,  as*  fof- 
low^  :  viz.     ^  *  • 

Not  Contents. 
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Motion  for  an  Address  to  ike  King  tm 
the  Marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wa&s,*'] 
April  29.  A  IVfotion  was  made  in  the  Com- 
roonsy  by  Mr.  Pulteney, "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to 

*  "  The  attention  of  the  public  was  greatly 
diverted  at  this  time,  by  an  event  of  the  nt- 
most  importance  to  the  happiness  of  Great 
Britain,  the  marriage  of  the  prince  of  Wales. 
Their  majesties,  after  the  most  mature  ddibe- 
ration,  could  find  no  match  in  Europe,  either 
for  antiquity  of  blood,  emioency  of  family,  or 
merit  ot  person,  equal  to  the  princess  of  Saze- 
gotha,  sister  to  the  reigning  duke,  and  a  nno- 
testant.  The  preliminaries  heing  settled,  lord 
Delaware  was  sent  in  the  beginning  of  Biardi 
to  that  court  to  demand  the  princes  in  mar- 
riage for  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales.  And  on  the  S5th  of  April  iollawiog, 
he  brought  her  to  Greenwich,  where  she  was 
waited  upon  by  his  royal  highness,  and  on  the 
37th  of  the  same  month,  the  marriage  cere- 
mony was .  celebrated.  This  expedition  vras 
owing  to  the  deficienc^r  of  the  laws  of  pre- 
cedency in  England,  which  had  not  settled  the 
rank  of  theprincess,  before  she  became  the 
princess  of  Wales.  The  nation  in  general  was 
nighly  pleased  with  this  marriage.  The  lord- 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  London  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  making  their  compliments  npoft 
this  occasion,  and  were  receivea  by  his  royal 
highness  in  a  manner  equally  cordial  and 
polite. 

**  The  two  bouses  of  parliament  distingnished 
themselves  upon  the  same  occasion  ;  and  the 
house  of  commons,  on  the  29th  of  April,  re- 
solved. Item,  con,^ '  That  an  humble  Address  be 

*  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  congratulate  his 
<  Majesty  upon  the  nuptials  of  his  royal  high- 

*  ness  the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  to  exmm  die 

*  satisfaction  and  great  joy  of  his  faithtniCoflii- 

*  mens  on  this  happy  occasion,  which  they 

*  look  upon  with  unspeakable  comfort,  as  the 
'  means,  under  the  Divine  Providence,  of  giving 

*  an  additional  stren^  to  the  Prot^staat  in- 
'  terest,  and  of  securing  to  all  fi^tore  ages,  the 

*  laws  and  liberties  of  this  nation,  in  the  fall 

*  manner  we  now  happily  and  thankfully 
'  enjoy  them,  under  the  protection  of  his  %- 

*  jesty's  just  and  mild  government  over  bis 
'people.'  The  House  came  to  the  Uke  rtM»lli- 
tiQA  with  regard  to  her  majss^  and  their  rtyal 
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congratulate  his  Majesty  upon  the  nuptials 
of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales ; 
and  tQ  Express  the  satisfactiouy  and  great 
joy,  of  his  ^thful  Commons,  on  this  happy 
occasion,  which  they  look  upon  with  un- 
speakable comfort,  as  the  means,  under  the 
Divine  Providence,  of  giving  an  additional 
Btren^h  to  the* Protestant  interest,  and  of 
securing  to  a}l  futile  ages  the  laws  and  li- 
berties of  this  nation  in  the  full  manner  we 
now  happily  and  thankfully  enjoy  them 
under  tne  protection  of  his  Majesty^s  just 
and  mild  government  over  his  people." 
Upon  tliis  occasion, 

Mr.  William  Pitt*  spoke  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  am  unable  to  offer  any 
thing  that  has  not  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able persons,  who  made  you  the  motion, 
in  a  manner  much  more  suitable  to  tlie 
dignity  and  importance  of  this  ff  reat  occa- 
sion :  But,  Sir,  as  I  am  really  affected  with 


hiffhneBses  the  prince  and  niincess  of  Wales. 
The  like  proceedings  were  ueld  in  the  House 
of  Peers. 

**  While  those  coDgratolations  were  under 
deliberation  in  the  House  of  Commons,  two 
mirrors  of  eloquence  displayed  themselves  on 
that  occasion,  Mr.  aflerwaras  lord,  Lyttelton, 
^  and  Mr.  William  Pitt,  afterwards  one  of  his 
^  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state.  The 
former,  in  some  parts  of  his  speech,  shewed 
how  well  he  had  studied  Cicero,  particularly  in 
bis  celebrated  conf^iment  to  Csesar,  upon  his 
pardoning  Marcellus ;  but  notwithstanding  the 
whole  of  it  was  one  continued,  though  just, 
panegyric,  upon  thmr  royal  highnesses,  it 
contained  several  severe  glances  against  the 
minister.  The  speech  of  the  latter  is  unmixt 
with  any  strain,  but  that  of  declamation ;  and 
yve  have  few  models  of  antiquity,  more  perfect 
in  that  kind,  it  being  more  ornamented  than 
the  declamations  of  Demosthenes,  and  les^  dif- 
fused thau  those  of  Cicero."    Tindal. 

*  «'  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Address  of 
congratulation  to  the  king,  on  the  nuptials  of 
the  pnnce  of  Wales  with  the  princess  of  Saxe 
Gotba,  was  moved  by  Pulteney,  and  that  the 
principal  speakers  in  the  prince's  praise,  were 
.those  who  uniformly  opposed  the  measurjes  of 
government.  It  was  on  this  memorable  occa- 
sion, that  William  Pttt  made  his  maiden 
speech,  in  a  strain  of  declamation,  which  a 
contemporary  historian  describes  as  not  inferior 
to  the  great  models  of  antiquity,  *  it  being 
*  more  ornamented  than  Demosthenes,  and 
<  less  diffuse  than  Cicero.'  Both  he  and  his 
fnend  Lyttleton,  who  also  first  spoke  on  the 
same  occasion,  described  the  prince  as  a  naost 
dutiful  son ;  descanted  on  bis  filial  obedience 
and  respectful  submission  to  the  will  of  his 
royal  parents,  aad  expatiated,  with  ostoitatious 


the  prospect  of  the  blessings,  to  be  derived 
to  my  country  from  this  so  desirable  and 
so  long  desired  measure,  the  marriage  of 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  I 
cannot  forbear  troubling  you  with  a  few 
words  to  express  my  joy,  and  to  mingle  my 
humble  offering,  inconsidcr^le  as  it  is, 
with  this  great  oblation  of  thanks  and  con- 
gratulation to  his  Majesty. 

How  great  soever  the  joy  of  the  public 
may  be,  and  very  great  it  certain'ly  is,  in 
receiving  this  benent  from  his  Majesty,  it 
must  be  inferior  to  that  high  satisfaction 
which  he  himself  enjoys  in  bestowing  it : 
and  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  supppse,  that  to 
a  royal  mind  any  thing  can  tran6|pnd  the     ^ 
pleasure  of  gratifying  the  impatient  wishes 
of  a  loyal  people,  it  can  only  be  the  pater- 
nal delight  of  tenderly  indulging  the  most 
dutiful  application,  and  most  hpmble  re- 
quest  of  a  submissive  obedioit  son.     I  men-      , 
tion,  Sir,  his  royal  highnesrs  having  asked 
amarriage,,  because  something  is  ip  justice 
due  to  him,  for  having  asked  what  ^e  are    ' 
»so  strongly  bound,  by  aJJ  the  ties  of  duty 
^nd  gra^tude,  to  return  his  Majbsly  ou^        ♦' 
most  humble  adc^wi^dgeu^ntsfoLJlaving 
granted.  .  *  ** 

The^  marriage  of  a  prince  of  Wales,  Sir* 
has  at  all  times  been  a  matter  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  public  vv^lftre,  to 
present  and  to  future  generations  ;  but  at 
no  time  has  it  been  a  more  important,  a**' 
more  dear  consideration,  than  Hi  this  day ; 
if  a  character  at  ohce  amiable,  and  respecta- 
ble, can  embellish  and  even  dignifV-the 
elevated  rank  of  a  prince  of  Wales.     Were  • 
it  not  a  sort  of  presumption  to  follow  so 
great  a  person  through  his  l)#urs  of  retire- 
ment, to  view,  him  in  the  milder  light  of 
domestic  life,  we  should  find  him  busyed 
in  the  noble  exercise  of  humanity,  bene^-  , 
lence,  and  of  every  social  virtue  :    But, 
Sir,  how  pleasing,  now  captivating  soever     , 
such  a  scene  may  be,  yet,  as  it  is  a  private 


energy,  on  his  generous  love  of  liberty,  and 
just  reverence  for  the  British  constitution.  In 
affecting  to  praise  the  king,  for  tiaving^  grati- 
fied the  impatient  wishes  of  a  loyal  people, 
they  gave  tlie  prior  merit  to  the  prince,  lor 
having  requested  a  marriage  so  necessary  to 
the  public  ^ood,  and  ascribed  only  a  se- 
condary ment  to  the  king  for  granting  this 
request. 

^*  The  manner  in  which  this  debate^. was 
conducted,  the  warm  p|negyric  bestowed  on 
the  prince,  the  cold  praises  given  to  the  king, 
and  the  acrimonious  censures  of  the  minister, 
gave  great  offence,  and  tended  still  farther  t^ 
widen  tba  breach."    Coxe's  Walpole, 
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one,  I  fear  I  should  offisnd  the  delicacy  of 
that  virtue  I  so  ardently  desire  to  do  jus- 
tice tOy  should  I  offer  it  to  the  consideration 
of  this  House  :  But,  Sir,  filial  duty  to  his 
royal  parents,  a  generous  lore  for  liberty, 
and  a  just  rwrereuce  for  the  British  consti- 
tution ;  these  are  public  virtues,  ancl  can- 
cot  escape  the  applause  and  benedictions 
of  the  public  :  the^  are  virtues,  Sir,  which 
render  iiis  royal  highness  not  only  a  noble 
ornament,  but  a  firm  support,  if  any  could 
possibly  be  necessary,  of  that  throne  so- 
greatly  filled  by  his  royal  father. 

I  have  been  led  to  say  thus  much  of  his 
9)yalhi^hness's  character,  because  it  is  the 
consideration  of  that  character  which, 
above  all  things,  enforces  the  justice  and 
goodness,  of  nis  Majesty  in  the  measure 
now  before  you ;  a  measpre  which  the  na- 
tion thought  could  never  come  too  soon,  be- 
caiise  it  bikings  with  it  the  promise  of  an 

'  additional  strength  to  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession fn  his  Majesty's  illustrious  and 
royal  louse :  the  spirit  of  liberty .  dictated 

.  that  tufces6ion,^the4same  spirit  now  rej( 
joices  in  the  prosp^t  of  ifs  beiag  perpe- 
tuate4*to  lateiftp^tprit^:  it  rejoices  in  the 
.wise  and  happy  cnoice,  which  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  t6  make  of  a  princess  so 
amial^  distinguished  in  herself,  so  illus- 
trious injthe  merit  of  her  femily ;  the  glory 
^  ift  of  whofe  great  ancestor  it  is,  to  have  sacn- 
ficed  himself  to  the  noblest  cause  for  which 
a  prince  can  draw  his  sword,  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  the  Protestant  religion.     Such, 

*  Sir^  18  the  marriage,  for  which  our  most 
humble  acknowledgments  are  due  to  his 
Majesty,  and  may  it  afford  die  comfort  of 

"  seeing  tiie  Ayal  family  T  numerous,  as  I 
thank  God  it  is)  still  growmg  and  rising  up 
IB,  a  third  generation ;  a  family.  Sir,  wliicn 
I  most  sincerely  wish  may  be  as  immortal 
as  those  liberties  and  that  constitution  which 
*  it  come  to  maintain  ;  and  therefore  I  am 
heartily  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lytthton  stood  up  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

^  Mr.  Speaker ;  Though  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  what  has  been  said  so  well  by 
other  gentlemen,  on  this  happy  and  agree- 
able occasion  ;  yet,  as  I  think,  that  nobody 
-should  be  silent  on  a  point  to  which  no- 
body can  be  indifferent,  I  beg  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  words,  to  declare  wtth 
how  much  pleasured  (honour  in  the  motion 
that  has  been  made  you:  aiTQ  indeed  he 
must  be  void  of  all  affection  to  the  safety, 
peace,  and  liberty  of  his  country,  who  does 
sot  rejoice  in  the  increase  of  the  royal 


family,  on  the  support  and  contimoaioe  of 
which  among  us  aU  those  blessings  imme* 
diately  depend.  But,  Sir,  there  &  j€t 
another  reason  for  our  ioy  on  this  occasMn^ 
a  reason,  which  every  gentleman  that  bean 
me  will  allow  to  be  a  strong  one;  I  mean*  , 
a  particular  regard  to  the  happiness  of  die 
prince,  which  can  no  mote  be  seperateA  * 
from  oiur  duty  to  his  Majesty,  than  the  in« 
terests,  or  inclinations  of  so  good  a  &tlier 
from  those  of  so  dutiful  a  son* 

There  may  be  something  in  the  dignitr 
of  persons  raised  very  high  above  the  nnx 
of  other  men,  which  might  set  them  at, 
perhaps,  too  great  a  distance  firom  the  love 
of  their  inferiors ;  and  make  us  oflen  par* 
ticipate  no  farther  in  their  pleasures^  or 
then*  pains,  than  duty  or  interest  requires: 
but  he,  who  in  a  station  thus  exalted  above 
the  wants  and  miseries  of  mankind^  can  fed 
them  with  the  tenderness  of  an  eqoal^ 
while  he  relieves  them  with  the  beneficence 
of  a  superior ;  whose  heart  is  as  open  to 
the  sentiments  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence, as  his  mind  to  the  impressions  of 
truth  and  justice ;  such  a  prince,  in  all  the 
incidents  of  life,  will  find  everybody  ^noa- 
pathise  with  himself;  his  grief  will  be  a 
national  affliction,  his  joy  the  joy  of  awbole 
people. 

Sir,  it  is  right  and  decent,  and  agree-  ^ 
able  to  our  inclinations,  to  ascribe  eveiy 
thing  that  is  done  for  t^e  pd[>lic  good  to 
the  paternal  cares  ana  goodness  of  tbe 
King :  but  in  this  instance  it  is  peculiarly 
our  duty ;  for  this  is  a  merit  wnich  must 
belong  to  him  alone :  in  this,  none  of  his 
servants  can  have  a  share ;  the  most  as- 
suming minis^r  could  lay  no  claim  to  it; 
it  is  his  own  act ;  to  him  we  are  oUi^ed 
for  it,  and  to  him  our  acknowiedgmenti 
are  due.  He  has  heard  the  wishes  of  ins 
people,  who  foresaw  ^e  dangers  they  were 
exposed  to,  if  his  royal  highness,  by  marry- 
ing too  late  in  life,  should,  according  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  leil^e  an 
heir  to  the  crown  in  a  minority ;  a  mmo- 
rity,  which  is  always  a  state  of  weab»ess, 
distraction,  and  oppression ;  a  minority, 
the  most  pemiciou^  of  all  govenunents, 
because  it  is  the  government  of  ministetA. 
It  was  therefore  the  general  desire  of  every 
good  Englishman,  that  a  mtfetiage  so  n^ 
cessary  to  the  public  should  no  lon^sr  be 
delayed ;  and  his  Mt^esty  has  gnuaoudy 
been  pleased  to  QOmply  with  tiwt  denraf; 
he  has  removed  tiiaseuneasf  appreboi^/ 
sions ;  andby8tfengtheRing,and  incfeaang 
the  royal  family,  has  added  anevvsecm^ 
to  our  happiness,  an4>  we  may  hope,  sli- 
ced it  on  our  posterity. 
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As  our  thanks  are  due  to  hlm'^for  the 
marriage,  they  are  no  less  so  for  his  choice 
t^  a  daughter-in-law ;  a  princess  in  whom 
piety  and  virtue  are  hereditary  qualities : 
the  eminent  merit  of  whose'great  ancestor 
in  the  defence  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
which  was  then  in  Grermany,  as  it  now  is 
in  Great  Britain,  united  to  the  cause  of 
public  liberty,  has  been  so  amply  set  forth 
by  other  gentlemen,  particularly  the  ho- 
nourable person  who  made  this  motion, 
whose  great  abilities  are  most  eoual  to  this, 
CNMbny  subje^,  that  nothing  is  left  for  me 
to  add,  but  an  ardent  wish  that  the  same 
virtues  may  revive  again  with  equal  lustre, 
and  happier  fortune,  in  her  posterity. 

For  all  these  reasons,  for  many  more, 
more  than  the  zeal  of  my  heart  can  now 
Bugg^  to  me,  more  than  the  eloquence  of 
ethers  can  express,  \fife  ought  ~most  joy- 
fully to  congratulate  his  Majes^  on^n 
event,  which  must  give  him  the  greatest 
pleasure,  because  it  does  so  to  his  people, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  neither  can  be  per- 
fect but.  when  it  is  reciprocal.  Let  us 
therefore  join  oumthanks  to  our  felicita- 
tions, and  let  our  unanimity  in  doing  i^ 
refute  the  calumnies  of  those,  who  dare  to 
inanuate  out  of  doors,  that  g^itlemen  who 
sometimes  differ  here  from  me  measures  of 
the  court,  differ  at  all  from  those  whom 
thejT  oppose,  I  mean  the  very  best  of  them; 
in  sincere  attachment  to  the  government, 
and  affectionate  regard  for  the  royal  family. 

After  which  the  motion  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to,  and  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  an  Address  accdrdingly. 

.* 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the^ijBSl  ifc 
prevent 'Smugglin^.2  May  3.  |itr  Charles 
Turner presentedto  the  House  a  Bfll,  *  For 
indemnifying  persons,  who  have  been  guilty 
of  unlawfully  importing  goods  and  mei^ 
chandize  into  this  kingdom,  upon  the  terms 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  mforcing  the 
laws  against  such  importation  for  the  fu- 
ture ;*  and  the  same  was  then  read  the  first 
thne. 

Ma^  4.  The  said  Bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  a  motion  being  made  for 
committing  ^ig  same,  it  was  opposed  by 
several  membevs,  who  urged,  That  it  was 
Tery  extraordinary  to  see  such  a  Petition 
foQj(^w^  by  such  a  Bill :  The  Petition  was 
frc|^  many  merchants  and  shop-keepers^ 
complaining  of  too  high  a  duty  upon  a 
certain  sort  of  merchandize,  and  of  the 
bardidiips  they  were  subjected  to  by  the 
laws  lately  made  for  collecting  that  duty: 
upon  ^/oundation  of  that  FetitioUi  a  Bill 
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had  beqk  brought  in,  whidi  no  way  di« 
mintehecFthfe  duty,  and  instead  of  irelievfng 
the  merchants  from  any  of  the- hardships 
thev  were  before  exposed  ,tp,  hid  .thera 
under  many  new  hardships,  and  such  a^ 
they  thought  inconsistent,  with  the  liberties 
of  the  people ;  that  this  was  a  method  of 
proceeding,  by  which  the  subject  would  be 
terrified  from  ever  ma|ping  an  application 
to  Parttament,  for  beiuff  relieved  against 
tho9»  grievances  they  bought  they  had 
reasoi^sio  complain  of;  for  no  man  woukL 
ever  apply  to  Tarliament  for  relief,  if  he 
could  have  the  leaslsuspicion  that  his  case 
might  be  rendered  moreintolerable  by  such 
application.   ' 

To  thiS  it  was  gnswered  by  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  sir  Cj^eorge  Oxenden,  and  sir 
William  Yonge,  That  the  frequentpractice 
of  smuggling  wfls  the  grietunce  which  the 
petitionerschiefijwyfipplained  of;  therefore 
any  effectual  iiKA|0^  for  preventing  that 
grievance,  was, a  ^^er* consequence  of 
such  apetition :  that  the  duties  complainedr. 
of,  werei^ngaged  for  the  pavment  of  old 
ddbts,  or  for  the  support  ot  the  govern- 
ment, could  not  therefore  Kq  lowered,  with-^ 
out  reylacingthimbyestablishingsomenew 
fund,  which  could  not  then  be  done :  and 
that  none  of  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted 
by  that  Bill,  could  be  any  hardship  upon 
fair  traders,  but  only  upon  smugglers,  and 
the  more  difficulties  tney  were  exposed 
to,  the  J)etter  it  would  be  for  the  &ir 
trader. 

Then  some  members  objected  to  a  clause 
in  the  Ml,  b|E.  which  it  was.  enacted,  *  That 
'  any  snip,  not  exceeding  the  burthen  o^ 
100  tons,  shall  be  forfeited,  if  she  take 
in  from  another  vessel  at  sea,  withm  four 
leagues  of  the  British  coasts,  any  foreign 
goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  without 
payment  of  the  customs,  unless  in  case 
of  apparent  necessity:'  and  to  another 
clause  Dy  whicli  it  was  enacted,  *  That  aH 
goods  found  concealed  -  in  any  ship  or 
vessel,  at  any  time  af^er  the  master  there- 
of shall  have  made  his  report  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  which  shall  not  be  com- 
prized or  mentioned  in  the  said  report, 
shall  be  forfeited.*    With  regard  to  the 
first  clause,  it  was  said,  *«  That  it  would 
be  a  most  terrible  hardship  upon  the  own- 
ers of  any  ship,  to  make  inkm  forfeit  their 
slrip,  only  because  of  the  captain's,  or  per- 
haps some  of  the  sailors,  takibg  a  pound 
of  tea,  or  Bn  anchor  of  brandy,  rum,  ot* 
•arrack,  from  on  board  another  .ship  they 
accidental^  met  with  at  sea :  diat  in  pemu 
laws  great  care  ought  idways  to  be  iakea 
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not  to  subject  any  iban  to  a  ngnalty  or 
forfeiture,  except  such  as  were  really 
guilty :  but  by  tnat  clause  the  owners  of 
a  ship  were  to  be  subjected  to  a  great  for- 
feiture, though  they  neither  were  nor  could 
be  any  way  guilty  of,  or  so  much  as  privy 
to,  the  crime  for  which  that  forfeiture  was 
inflicted:  that  the  hardship  upon  them 
was  the  greater,  because  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  guard  against  it ;  for 
every  one  knew,  that,  for  the  most  part,  the 
command  <^  merchant  ships  was  oiven  to 
persons  who  had  no  fortunes  of  thVr  own, 
and  therefore  could  not  make  good  to  the 
owners  the  damage  tHey  might  sustain  by 
the  forfeiture  of  their  sfiop :  that  the  own- 
ers of  ships  never  looked  for  any  thing 
more  in  a  master,  but  the  character  of  an 
honest  careful  man,  and  an  expert  sailor; 
but  in  this  casi^  neither  of  these  qualities 
could  be  a  safeguard  to  the  owners,  be- 
cause their  ship  might  be  fbrfeited  and  lost 
by  the  knavery,  perhaps  by  the  treachery 
of  any  common  sailor  on  board,  without 
any  &ult  in  the  master :  that  the  estates 
vested  in  shipping  were  already  liable  to  so 
many  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  our  cus- 
tom-house laws,  and  we||^  subject  to  so 
many  dangers  fronk  other  accidents ;  and 
the  employing  of  any  estate  in  that  way  was 
in  itself  of  so  little  advantage  to  the  owner, 
that  many  gentlemen  had  already  with- 
drawn their  fortunes  from  that  branch  of 
trade:  that  if  that  clause  should  pass  into 
a  law,  no  njan,  who  had  a  regard ,  to  his 
&mily,  would  employ  or  continue  any 
part  of  his  estate  m  that  brandi ;  which 
would  certainly  be  a  great  disadvantage  to 
our  shipping,  and  a  great  discouragement 
to  our  seamen. 

As  to  the  other  clause  it  was  alledged. 
That  a  raercliant  might  thereby  forfeit  a 
valuable  parcel  of  goods,  by  the  mere  neg- 
ligence or  forgetfulness  of  the  master  of  a 
ship,  whom  he  had  never  known  or  en- 
trusted ;  and  that  without  its  being  possi- 
ble for  him,  by  the  utmost  care  and  dili- 
gence, to  prevent  such  a  forfeiture;  be- 
cause the  goods  might  be  forfeited  before 
it  was  possible  for  him  to  hear  of  the  ar- 
rival or  the  ship,  or  to  know  that  he  had 
such  a  p^cel  ci  goods  on  board  such  a  ship ; 
for  the  master  always  made  his  report  im- 
mediately upon  his  arrival,  and  before  he 
ha4  time  or  opportunity  to  rummage  his 
ship,  or  to  send  to  any  of  the  merchants  to 
come  ^d  take  care  of  their  goods ;  and 
aa  masters  are  generally  in  a  great  hurry 
at  their  setting  out,  whe^  small  parcels  of 
fine  goods  are  usually  sent  on  board,  a 


master  might  very  probably  forget  to  i 
tion  some  of  them  m  his  report,  which  by 
this  clause  would  occasion  a  forfeiture, 
such  goods  being  always  lodged  in  places 
that  would  be  called  conceded ;  whereas 
the  law  then  stood^  if  the  master  upon 
rummaging  and  searching  hb  ship,  whidi 
every  master  did  before  clearing,  or  if  the 
merchant  upon  hearing  of  the  ship's  ar- 
rival, or  receiving  advice  of  his  having  sudi 
a  parcel  of  goods  on  board,  should  come 
to  look  after  his  goods,  though  they  had 
been  forgot  in  the  report,  a  po6t-entij 
mishtbe  made,  by  which  all  forfeitures 
and  penalties  would  be  prevented.  That 
they  thought  this  Bill  would  be  a  new  hard- 
ship upon  merchants,  andanewdiscourage- 
ment  to  trade,  which  was  before,  by  our 
late  statutes  relating  to  the  customs,  sub- 
jected to  so  great  m  expence,  and  so  many 
difficulties,  that  it  was  impossible  for  oar 
merchants  to  carry  it  on  at  so  easy  a  rateas 
our  neighbours,  which  was  the  true  cause 
of  our  being  under-sold  by  foreigners  in 
all  markets  of  Europe. 

To  this  it  was  answered  by  the  Advo- 
»eates  for  the  Bill ;  That  all  these  hardships 
and  dangers  might  easily  be  prevented  by 
the  care  of  masters  of  ships.  That  ownen 
or  merchants  who  intrusted  their  ships  €r 
goods  to  idle  careless  men,  were  certainlj 
in  some  fault,  and  therefore  deserved  to 
suffer  if  there  were  no  necessity  for  making 
them  do  so :  But  that  in  the  cases  then 
before  them,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  lay  some  part  of  the  penalty  upon  than, 
for  the  ^ery  reason  that  had  been  given 
against  it  t  because  the  masters  employed 
by  them  were  often  so  poor,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  recover  any  penalties  from 
them.  That  with  respect  to  the  forfeiture 
of  ships,  as  the  clause  was  amended,  and 
I  confined  to  ships  not  exceeding  100  tons, 
it  could  not  much  r^ard  any  branch  of 
our  foreign  trade,  it  would  chiefly  regard 
our  coastmg  vessels,  and  our  Holland  and 
French  tr^ng  sloops,  many  of  which, 
they  were  afraid,  were  chiefly  employed 
in  smuggling.  That  they  should  be  sorry 
if  any  person  suffered  through  a  mere  ove^ 
sight ;  but  if  they  gave  by  law  too'^^reat, 
or,  indeed,  any  inoulgence  to  oversights, 
fraudulent  designs  would  always  be  cloaked 
under  pretended  oversights,  and  therefore 
it  was  necessary  to  make  the  law  sei^re; 
though  in  the  execution  of  that  law,  smms 
indulgence  might  he  shewn  in  any  case 
which  appeared  clearly  to  those  who  had 
the  execution  of  the  law,  to  be  but  an  aver> 
sight.    Tliat  we  had  many  cus^pms  aad 
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duties  upon  goods  imported,  and  the  laws 
for  collecting  them  might  probably  sub- 
ject our  mercnants  to  some  inconveniences, 
and  to  some  expencc ;  but  there  was  no 
country  in  the  world  where  their  trade  was 
free  from  customs  and  duties.  That  they 
believed  the  merchants  of  this  kingdom 
were  subjected  to  no  greater  inconvenience 
or  expence  on  that  account,  than  the  mer- 
chants of  our  neighbounng  countries ;  so 
that  if  foreigners  undersold  us  in  any  mar- 
ket, some  other  reason  was  to  be  assigned 
for  their  so  doin^,  and  when  that  reason 
was  assigned,  if  it  was  possible  to  remove 
it,  they  would  join  in  any  measure  that 
could  be  proposed  for  that  purpose. 

This  debate  being  over,  the  Bill  was 
committed. 

•  May  14.  The  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  a  motion  being  made  that  the 
Bill  do  pass,  the  same  was  opposed  by 
some  members:  but  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  88 
against  39,  and  Mr.  Willes  was  ordered 
to  carry  it  to  the  Lords  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

Hehate  in  the  Lords  on  the  BiU  to  pre^ 
vent  Smzig^ling,2  May  15.  The  said  Bill 
was  read  the  nrst  and  second  thne  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  without  any  considerable 
debate ;  but  when  it  came  before  the  com- 
mittee several  Amendments  were  offered 
by  the  lord  Hardwicke. 

The  Arguments  in  support  of  the 
Amendments  were  in  substance  as  foUoj^s: 

,  My  Lords ;  While  we  continue  in  the 
present  method  of  raising  those  funds 
vliich  are  necessary  for  the'  support  of 
mr  government,  I  am  very  sensible  how 
nuch  it  concerns  us  to  prevent  that  frau- 
tulent  and  pernicious  practice  called  smug- 
liftg,  and  therefore  I  shall  idwap  be  ready 
3  join  in  such  measures  as  I  think 
iroper  and  necessary  far  that  purpose ;  but 
t  tne  same  time,  my  Lords,  do  not  let  us 
>rget  the  freedom  of  our  constitution,  and 
le  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people; 
tr  slavery  would  oe  a  pnce  too  dear,  even 
>r  iihe  most  absolute  security  against 
naggling.  For^cthis  reason,  when  any 
ethod  J^  proposed,  or  .any  bill  brought  in; 
r  .^^reventing  the  runnmg  of  go^s,  or 
e  detecting,  apprehending,  and  punish- 
g  persons  puilty  of  such  practices,  we 
igfit  t0  consider,  not  only  whether  it  will 
efiectual  frr  the  benefit  proposed,  but 
lether  it  be  consistent  with  our  consti- 
tiopm  iud  tbe  libertieM2f  the  peoj^e. 


By  all  those  who  understand  any  thing 
of  our  constitution,  it  must  be  granted,  that 
one  of  the  greatest  barriers  for  the  liber- 


ties of  the  people,  is,  that  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  by 
nvhich  every  man  is  presumed  innocent,  tiU 


the  contrary  appears  by  some  overt  act  of 
his  own ;  and  tl^*act  must  be  such  a  one 
as  is  itself  unlawiul,  and  of  such  a'  nature 
that  no  innocent  construction  can  be  put 
upon  it.  We  have,  in  our  laws,  no  such 
thing  as  a  cnme  by  implication  ;  nor  do 
we  pretend  to  judge  of,  or  to  punish  a  man 
for  mere  thinking.  From  hence  it  is  that 
a  wicked  or  malicious  intention  can  never 
with  us  be  proved  by  witnesses.  Facts 
only  are  admitted  to  be  proved,  And  the 
judge  and  jury  are  from  those  fac%  to  de- 
termine, with  what  intention  they  were 
committed;  but  no  judge  or  jury  can  ever 
by  our  laws  suppose,  much  less  determine^ 
that  an  action  m  itself  innocent  and  indif- 
ferent, was  attended  with  a  criminal  and 
malicious  intention.  Such  an  inference^ 
my  Lords,  was  never  made  in  a  fr^  coun- 
try, nor  under  any  government  but  that 
of  a  tyrannical  as  well  as  arbitrary  admini- 
stration. 

Another  security  for  our  liberties  is,  that 
no  subject  can  be  imprisoned  unless  some 
felonious  and  high  crime  be  sworn  against 
him.  If  the  crime  be  not  in  itielf  atro- 
cioiis,  or  if  there  be  oiily  a  suspicion  swont 
against  him,  the  greatest  hardship  he  can 
be  subjected  to,  is,  to  be  imprisoned  till 
he  gives  bail  for  his  appearance ;  and  if 
any  of  our  inferior  judges  refuse  to  adiliit 
him  to  bail,  or  refuse  to  accept  a  proper 
and  sufficient  bail,  the  subject  so  aggrieved 
may  immediately  apply  by  Habeas  Corpus,  *J^ 
to  the  King's  courts  in  Westminster-nail,  *^ 
the  judges  of  which  are  now,  by  the  late 
happy  Revolution,  put  above  being  influ- 
enced by  any  authority,  bwt  that  of  justice 
and  the  e^^tnblished  laws  of  their  country, 
or  awed  by  iany  tfiing  but  that  of  their  own 
character  and  reputation,  or  an  impeadh- 
ment  in  parliament,  which  would  certainly 
be  the  consequence,  if  they  refused  justice 
to  any  the  least  of  hi$  Majesty's  subjects. 
This,  my  Lords,  with  respect  to  privste^ik 
men,  is  the  very  foundation-stone  of  all 
»ur  liberties,  and  if  we  remove  it,  if  w# 
but  knock  off  a  comer,  we  may  very  pro- 
bably OverttJm  the  whole  fabric. 

A  third  guard  for  our  liberties,  and  tile 
only  other  1  shall  at  present  take  notice  of, 
is,  that  liberty  which  every  subject  halt, 
not  only  to  provide  himself  Vith  arms  pt^.. 
per  for  his  dUfence,  but  to  accustoor  niiA. 
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•elf  to  the  use  of  those  anns,  and  to  travel 

with  them  whenever  he  has  a  mincL    This, 

toy  Lords,  is  not  only  a  defence  for  our 

liberties,  but  it  is  the  chief  and  the  only 

defence  upon  which  we  ought  to  dependf, 

for  the  preservation  of  our  country  against* 

fonSign  invasions.    In  arbitrary  govern- 

tnents,  we  know  it  is  th^*  custom  and  the 

maxim/ to  disarm  the  pe^le,  and  to  pre- 
vent any^  man's  furnishins  himself  with 

ahDs,  or  accustoming  himsdf  to  the  use  of 

tJienw   but   such   as    sfee    retained    and 

employed  by  the  government;  therefore 

sucki  governments  are  always  obliged  to 

keep  a  large  body  of  mercenary  troops 

in  their  pay,  wHo^  ma^  perhaps  some- 

ti6ies    hp  able   to  "defend    the    country 

against^invasions,  but  they  are  generally 

aUe,  and  always  ready  and  willing  to  de- 

iend-their  pay-masters  against  the  justest 

resentment  of  the  peo^e :  so  that  in  such 

countries  it  may  be  ji^tly  said  the  people 

are  preserved  from  being  plundered  by  To- 

reign  enemies,  for  no  other  reason  but 

that  thtiiir  domfstic  plunderers  may  find  a 

more  rich  (did-  plentiful  booty ;  and  in  all 

such  countries,  we  find  thi^k*  laws  are  ge- 
nerally partial  in  fiivour  of  tax-gatherers, 

and  other  instruments  of  power,  a«d  terri- 
bly severe,  upon  those  who  shall  upon  anji 

occasion  dare  to  oppose  them,  in  wnat  they 

may  be  pleased  to  call  tht-  ei^toitioD  of 

th^r  office.  ^  « 

Having   premised    these   observations 
upon  our  constitiition,  and  upon  the  nature 

of  a  free  government,  give  roe  leave,  my 
Lcirds,  to  apply  them  to  that  clause  in  this 
Bill,  which  subjects  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom to  the  danger,  nay,  I  may  say  cer^ 
'  tamty,  of  being^omnftted  to  prison  by  a 
single  justice  at  peace  without  bail  or 
mamprize,  of  being  convicted  and  trans- 
.  ported  as  a  smu^kr,  and  iCi^  returns  be- 
mre  the  time  limited,  banpd  as  a  felon, 
witimut  beoefii;  of  clergy;  and  tf  this 
without,  his  havinr  been  guite  of  any  one 
■  overt  act,  excbat  utat  of  travelnng  properly 
armed  ibr  kis  defence  and  having  the  mis- 
j^rtune  to  meet  with  two  of  1:^  friends 
ilpon  the  road,  armed  mUie  same  manner; 
jfxi  ^case  any  two^rogues  of  informers,  or 
perhaps  rfsai  amugslm,  who  are  to  get  150, 
perhuas  2561.  by^eir  perjury,  shs^  sweaB 
that  tXis  honest  man  and  his  two  friends 
were  assemlM  ani  armed,  ii^Mvder  to  be 
aifing  and  assisting  in  the  clandestine  run- 
ning, landing,  riscuing  or  carrying  aijuy 
prfl^ibited  or  uncustomed  goods.  Iius 
rof^ilation^  when  stript  of  that  multiplicity 
of 'voeds  whTchi.reader  obscure  the  mea^i- 1  svjfugg^  may  bave^or 
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ing  and  intent  of  every  dause  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  really  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
most  terrible  ana  the  most  entrappiag  re- 
gulation that  was  ever  proposed  in  any 
country.  If  it  passes  into  a  law,  I  am  sure 
it  will  not  be  quite  safe  for  any  three  gen- 
tlemen in  the  kingdom  to  be  seen  in  com- 
pany together,  if  they  have  but  waUdng 
swords  by  their  sides. 

It  is  evid^t,  at  first  view,  that  this  regu- 
lation is  repugnant  to  all  the  maxuns 
of  free  government.  The  wearing  of  arms 
is  an  act  not  only  innocent,  but  h^ity 
corammidable,  therefore  no  presumption  <^ 
any  crime  can  from  thence  be  inferred ; 
and  for  this  reason,  the  admitting  of  wit- 
nesses to  prove  tliat  any  three  men  were  so 
aclned,  in  order  to  assbt  in  smi^gling^  is 
admitting  witnesses  to  prove  an%tentioD, 
without  any  one  overt  act  from  yrhesMoe 
that  intention  can  possibW  be  inferred, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  freedom  fk 
Qur  constitution,  and  with  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom.  We  may  as 
Mfell  admit  witnesses  to  prove,  that  a  ohm 
got  up  in  the  morning  and  put  on  hit 
cloaths^  in  order  to  go  and  assist  in  the 
nmning  of  goods ;  which  I  am  sure  woeU 
be  ridiculous  as  well  as  pemicioiiay  either 
in  this  or  any  other  coubtiy.  But  this  it 
not  all  the  hardship  in  the  present  case: 
witnesses  are  not  only  to  be  admitted  to 
prove  a  wicked  intention,  without  an  overt 
act,  but  they  are  to  be  greatly  rewaided 
for  giving  such  a  testimony ;  which  it  a 
most  dangerous  practice,  and  a  pradioe  loe 
ha^  lately  got  too  much  into ;  for,  in  ny 
opinion,  no  man  ou^t  to  be  admitted  at  a 
witness  agaiffst  any  criminal,  if  he  be  t<f 
have  any  sh(|u*e  of  the  reward  vspon  bm 
convictioti ;  however,  m  no  case  is  k  so 
4angeroup  as  it  #111  be  in  tiua;^  because 
when  we  witnesses  come  to  swear  a  ftct 
upon  a  man,  which  he%tt  innocoDt  ot,  1ft 
may  prove  himself  to  have  bean  aSanodier 
place  at  the  tinie:  orhemayfrdli^Mn^innj 
oth^  way%  to  make  his  innooenfce  appear, 
and  to  convict  the  witnesses  of  P^iVr 
whidi  danger  every  false  witne8S|^i£tDe 
in,  and  tins  is  in  all  otiier  cases  a  great 
guardto  the  innocent;  but  in  the  pr^|^nft 
case,  I  ^ould  be  glad  tcJmow  how  it  will 
be  possible  for  a  man  to  prove  hi^had  oa 
suoi  intenti<m  as  i& Worn  againstniiMor 
to  convict  a  false  witness  of  pgjuiy  i  UM 
having  occasion  to  travel  fit>nfone  place 
to  another,  and  iiis  being  i^pon  ^  ^iflV^.- 
thither,  wiU  be  no^roof  oOiy  iaai6cm&, 
or  the  witness's  perjury,  p<ya<ae  ev^erf 
bave^  or  coiilufe|||B|i4M 
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•ions ;  and  as  fmugglers  will  in  this  case 
generally  be  the  informers^  they  may  chuse 
a  time  when  concurring  circumstances 
fortify  their  testimony :  they  may  chuse  a 
time  when  ^{hip  is  actually  hovering  at 
sea;  or  thev  may:iodge  a  parcel  of  run 
goods  near  the<p]pce9  where  those  against 
1^  whom  they  have  a  mind  to  swear,  are  as- 

.sembled,  and  after  procuring  those  goods 

.  to  be  sei^dy  theymay  then  goandswear  that 
such  men  were  assembled  at  such  a  place, 
^pd  armed,  in  order  U>  assist  them  iii  the 
carrying  off  or  rescuing  those  run ;  goods. 
With  respect,  my  I^rds,  t<Mie  security 
of  the  subject  againft  unjust  imprison- 
ments, and  the  demanding  of  extravagant 
bail ;   and  Ap  with  respect  to  th^iberty 

.of applying  \m  i3$t  Kine^s  courts;   these 

.yaliMole  privilegc»ye  afi  to  be  taken  away 

^ify  this  new  regulWon :  a  man  is  to  be  im- 
prisoned wiiliout  so  muji^illB  a  pretence  or 

,  suspicion  ofhis  having  b^ing  guilty  of  any 
crime;  onljCecause a ^priy fdlow perhc^s 

.has  gon$  and  swore  before  a  country  jus- 
^  tice  out  of  malice,  or  for  a  reward,  that  he 

.  intended  A  assist  ip  the  running  of  goods ; 
and  though  ^us  crime,  even  when  actually 
comi]|ilt4^b«t.in^^its  own  nature  bailable, 
and  though  by  our  constitution,  every  man 
has  a  right  to  insist  ffat  in  such  cases  n# 
eptravagant  bail  s£all  be  exacted  from  him, 

.  vet  now  he  is  to  be  committed  without . 
bail  ^  mainpriai;  there  to  remain  till  hfi» 
can  force  the  justice  aind  his  informer  to 

4bnng  him  to  a  trial,  which  I  do  not  see  haw^ 
he  oMji  d(X(  for  by  this  clause,  the  Habeai^ 
Corpus  act  seems  in  all  suc^  case  sto  be.  re- 
•  .  pealed.    Again,  if  the  justice  should  com- 
' .  mit  iniqut^,  eidier  in  fiot  admitting  fof  a;, 


^     .,      ...         .  ,, ^  ^^»  that  upon  ^< 

proper  and  full  vindication,  or  in  delaying  N  to  be  given  upon  oatli  befoiV  any  oi 


.  to  brinff  the  person  acaised  te^  a  trial, 

^  wfal^re  snail  such  {jfCrson  i^ply  tor  relief? 

For  by  this  clause,^e  liberty%f  applyipg 

to  thdKmg's  courts  is  in  sucn  ca^es  ta^n 

entir^  away  frovi  all  the  King's  Subjects : 

the  ElW's  cocTHs  may  perhaps  at  last 

Q^kpel  tne  p|06ecutor  to  brins  him  to  a 

trial :  but  tliey  canfllt  admit  of  the  most 

.  amfW  ttid  d^r  vindication,  nor  can  tllly 

in  the  mean  time  admit  tlrc  person  accused 

tMiail,  let  him  be  of  what  chaiactor  and 

:   circumstdftces  he  will :    yet  thi&^  power, 

which  by  this  dause  is  taken /fom  the 

.^ng's  courts^  is  gi^  to  the  ju^jfigs  of 

<Ae  peace,  who  are  removable  at  ul|p4ea- 

^Vire  of  a  miriifl(A  and|pBLy  most  of  them 

ie  the  cmidgin^Tools  of  an  admi- 


^ttraordina;^.,and  inconsistent  with  the 
pru^ples  ^the  Revolution,  to  give  sudi 


powers  to  such  judges,  or  to  give  them  any 
supreme  and  unc<^troulable  power  what- 
soever ;  especially  in  cases  where  the  li- 
berty of  a  subject  is  in  immediate  danger, 
and  even  his  life  brought  into  a  consequen- 
tial danger.  ^  ^ 

From  what  I  have  said,  my  Lords,  it 
appear^,  that  if  this  clause  passes  mto  a 
law,  the  liberty  and  the  life  of  every  sub- 
ject in  Britain  will  be  exposed  to  very  great 
perils  if  he  ever  travels  with  arms  for  his 
defence,  or  appears  abroad  with  any  offen- 
sive weapon  in  his  custody ;  therefore  we 
may  suppose  that  in  such  circumstances  no 
m^n  wul  ever  travel  with  arms,  and  ynce 
^o  man  c^  make  use  of  any  arms,  it  is  not 
to  be  sup]^ed  that  any  man  will  be  at  the 
expence  of  providing*  himsdf  with  such 
utonsils ;  for  which  reason  l  must  look 
upon  this  Bill,  as*a  Bill  foi4Jksarming  the 
whole  kingdom;  and  %irely  none  of  vour 
lordships  will  think,  that  the  passing  of  any 
such  Bill  is  consistent  wit^the  preservation 
of  our  happy  constiWtionJ  or  the  safety  of 
our  native  country^-  I  hope  no  man  thmks 
that  smuggling,  or  the  resisting  of  custom- 
house officers,  is  so' heinous  or  dang^lbus 
a  crime  as  high-IYeason.  Now  1  wouK 
ask  what  any  of  your  lordships  would  ^link 
.of\  new  law  against  treason  conceived  in 
the  very  terms  of  this  clause  ?  ^hippos^he 
pre^ble  should  |^te,'^  '^^p'  traid^ous 

*  aira  iilii11iiiii||inriiinii  freqi^tly  appear 

*  in  great  gui^,  carrying  firesarms,  and 

*  other  offensive  weapons,  in  order  to  be 
<  aiding  and  assisting  in  some  Reasonable 

*  ^ctices,  tCt  the  great  danger  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  government,  and  should 
therefore  enofitt  that  upon  i^formatioi 


.1 

<  jAtice  of  peace,  that  any  persons,  to  the 
*  numbei^of  three,  or  more,  were  so  as- 

<  sembled  and  armed,  in  or4|lr  to  assist  in 

<  such  praciSoeeu  the  justice  mighlkommit 

<  them,  withouFbail  or  mainprizi^;    and 


*  that  upon  due  proof  of  their  being  so  a&- 

*  sembled  and  armed,  in  order  to4tsist  in 

<  such  practices,  and  upon  conviction,  they 

<  should  sulfer  as  Traitors ;    and  f^her» 

*  that  the  infoAiers  should,  for  every  trai- 

*  tor  so  convicted,  receive  a  reward  of  M* 
I  am  very  t^rt^^^  that  if  ever  iMioold  see 
such  a  law  passed,  I  shMild  look  upon  our 
constiCiition  to  be  at  an  end ;  yet  we  may 
hbve  an  admhiistration  that  woi|U|;>e  fonjp 
of  having  such  a  law  passed,  j^naps  in 

ty>rder  to  guard  against  those  treasonable 

ioi^;  theiifbre  1  must  think  it  very   practices,  4hich  ueir  .own  ^conduct  had 

i'.     .         J  . ?_._^^  __^.i_  .t-_     made  frequent ;  and  in^uch  a  case,  would 

not  this  very  law  dI  a  good  precedent  for 
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them?  WmildnottMevhliTer^ntoifiMy 
to  the  Parliamenty  What  I  wiH  ydo  re- 
fiiae  to  grant  that  tecurity  against  trea- 
sonable practices,  which 'your  aflcestors 
hare  granted   against   the   practicei  of 


smuggling  >     ' 

Having  thus^  my  Lordfl^  Aemk  the  dan- 
cers that  are  most  justly  to  be  apprehended 
n-om  the  Clause  as  it  stands  at  present,  I 
shall  next  enquire  a  little  into  the  natare 
of  the  evH  intended  to  be  remedied,  in 
order  to  see,  whether  a  less  dangeroirt  re- 
gulation would  not  be  sufficient  to  remedy 
that  eril.  My  Lords,  the^vil  complnned 
of  is,  that  great  numbers  of  smugglers  kirk 
about  our  coasts  and  narigably ivers,  and 
conceal  themselves  separately,  under  va- 
rious pretences,  iif  order  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  their  smuggling  vessel ;  and  when  these 
vessels  arriv^they  then  gather  themsehres 
m  such  a  body,  as  to  be  too  strong  for  the 
civil  power ;  so  th^,  before  a  proper  as- 
sistance can  be||£>rogpred,  {hey  eet  their 
goods  landed  and  carried  clear  on.  Now 
uiere  is  another  clau#  ki  this  Bill,  which, 
with  a  vei^  little  variation,  will, 

4pmipn,  be  an  efiectual  remedy  i 
vil,  which^  is  that  dause,  by  which  a, 
It  power '  is  given  to  aity  justice,  iipjop  a 
proper  Infbrmation,.  to  seize  all  such  per- 
sotbi  andi||onKn{(  them  to  the  house  of 
coiT&ction,^in  case  Aev  cannot  sure  a^ 
good  account  of  theiiuJBes,  ^hich  will 
reiser  it  'in^ossible  for  these  fellows  to 


conceal  tl^ygm^elves  separately^and  wait  for^  ^  one  other  amendment  I  shril  Yim 
a  ship's  arrival ;   they  mu$t,  from  the^be-    pose.  ' 


ginmng  of  their  waiting,  t^pear  in  a  body, 
in  which  case  it  may  perhaps  be  out' of  the 
power  (mfi  neighbourin 
any  of  tn^,  in  order  to        .  »- 

house  of  correction;  but  in  such  a  c&«e. 
It  win  likewise  be  out  of  the  poller  of  any 
justice  to  saize  any  of  them,  in  order  to 
send  ^em  to  jail  without  bail  or  main- 
prize  :  in  both  cases,  th^ustice  must  wait 
till  hcM can  procure  a  proper  assistance, 
which  ne  may  do  generally  before  the  ar- 
i^Val,  of  the  smuggiiig  vessel  expected ; 
and'the  sending  m  them  |p«  the  house  of 
correction,  will  as  effectutuiy  prevent  their 
being  as^ttiiig  for  that  time  at  least,  in  the 
bndingdrcarry^  offlfcy  goods,  as  the 
sending  them  to  jail  and  afterward?  trans- w 
portinff  them  would  be.  This^gulation ''' 
wouldP^  consonant  to  the*  laws  of  tihb 
kingdom,  and  the  punishment  would  be,  in 
some  mealute,  proportioned  to  the  crime|( 
because  a  ftian  frno  loiter^idly  in  any 
place,  and  cannot  giv%,a  good  account  of 
himself,  deserves  to  be  seni^  the  house 


[IMS 
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of  correction  as  a  va^bted; 
tiiink  it  to#  severe,  to  make  a 
of  fMoRT)  or  to  commit  him  widioat  bml  or 
nntinpr»e,  ody  becanse  he  j|  seen  wiUi  a 
swera  or  cutlass  lorking  or  ^termg  in  mf 
place,  and  is  not  ableto  give  such  an  ac- 
count of  himsdf  as  maji^  satiafiKtory'iD 
a  country  lustice.  For  this  reason,  I  hepe^ 
your  lofdmips  will  agree  to  the  amon- 
ments  I  shalf  propose  as  follow,  (aa  i&ete- 
mentioned). 

Thcise  Amendments  wfll*  ni  my  Cfpniat^ 
nudte  Uie  Bffl  as  effectual  as  it  is  atpreseft 
against  anti|glingyfitdvfill  in  some  measure 
prevent  ihwe  d^gers  which  may  ycrae 
from  it,  vritlKrespect  to  the  freedom  )Df  oar 
constitution  and  the  13>erty  iJF  the  adbjec^ 
I  say,  my  Lords,  in  som^measuie ;  forn^ 
ther  diese  amendmen|^  nor  ^any  amend- 
ments, can  prevent  tf^bemg^  a  vehf  daff- 
gerous  BiU,  aAdfudi  a  cne  as  I  mm  sorty 
ta^e  necessary  ia  this  once  hfptHf  ItiradiMa. 
The  clause  I  haie  tidcen  notice  or  b  a 
clause  absohitely  repugnant  to  Wie  ^rMe  ^ 
tenor  of  our  laws,  and  incoiupstfint  iA 

mv^l"  the  liberty  and  happiiess  rf  6ie  people; 

'*^^-  but  there  are  several  otheif-cku^  wttdi . 
may  be  of  dangerous  consequWc  L#ulh  te 
.our  trade  and  oun^nstitution,  somesf 
Hvhich  I  shall  beg  Ieav»  to  lf£ke  notice^ 
not  with  a  desi^  to  ani«id  them^or  Utt/t 
thein  out,  but  m  order  ip  shew  thai  theie 
is  the  greater  nec^ity  r&r  Kreeib^o  1^ 
amendments  I  hav^  proposed,  as  wdl  »%> 


The  Clause  Cor  mak^g  all  persons  gn% 

of  felony,  who  to  tlie  number  of  two  sr 

_  justice  to  teiz^  mote,  diall  be^uild  armed  with^an^  oftn- 

send  them  t^th^  sive  Veapoh,  and  travelling  withm  fie 

miles  fWn^the  sea^t^ts  or  any  pariasMt 


lue  of%OL  sterling,  is  a  most 
clause  for  the  subject  ^1>ecaiise  it 
irv  the  power  of  an  jnaHo^^us  or 
s^-viint,  to  make  h»  master  if  hfS 
^idi  a  sword  op  pistols,  guilty 
whenevej:  he  has  a  mind,  by  puttitig 
Q^tmda'w  tea,  or  thirty  guinep  woi 
face  into  his  master^s  p«frtnnflteta« 


^ 


going,  at  die  next  town  they  stop  aft 
mfoHi  against  him' as  a  snntgg 
whffTpiece^  malice  CMjddaav^y, 
vant  is,  by  a  sulA}uehrj|hitLe^  to  i 
50/.  reward.    Nay,  I  do^ot  It 

some  lord  of  this  Hodl|^^lnayki 

liereafter  he  transoprted  as  a  »nd«l; 
for  semi  {pounds  c^  teiLjn*  tUli^  ilp^ 
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V(wt]i4»f  Ja9^«^be  packed  1^  in  if«etT 
little  room»  aiid  if  «  n^tdoiu  or  knaviah 
.^enraiity  abould  pul  any  luch  pared  iofeo 
1^  lord'ii  coftch-box,  w  cloak  b^»  and 


order,  witfi  a  design  to  ooQyejr  it  to  his 
lk0)»e  in  town,  or  his  bouse  m  tbe  coun- 
4cy»  t^do  not  6«e  how  the  best  noUeman  in 
il»kuigdom  could  vindicate  himself  asi^st 
such  a  dear  proof  of  a  fact  made  teAny 
hj  t^ifl  BtH.  The  noble  lord  i«spuld  of 
cmurae  dieretm  be  found  guiltV,  and 
transported  as  a  smuggler;  and  the  aer^ 
VBsA  would  get  50/.  reward  &om  the  go- 
^pfiacsmenty  besides  a  nniich  greater  reward 
f>erfaap0  from  those  who  put  him  upon  that 
ftieoe.of  treacberyy  and  mroiribtodhim  with 
ipods  for  that  very  puipose. 

I  know,  n^  Lords,  it  may  be  aaid  that 
ino  v^  can  he  id)8olutely  sale  iagainst 
treachery  and  perjury;  but  ftiom  aS  our 
iaw-booka,  I  defy  ai^  man  to  suppose  a 
-case  where  it  is  so  easy  to  cook  up  a 
irmuchsrousy  yet  feasible  accusation  against 
4iman  who  MS  not  been  guilty  Q^  the  least 
jmprudeiioe;  or  so  safe  to  give  a^bbe 
4)e6timony,  as  it  will  be  in  the  case  I  have 
xiow  kid  before  you;  for.  in  all,  or  most 
iOther  cases,  there  must  be  a  confederacy 
«nd  combination  between  two  or  more  peiv 
«an8,  m  order  to  get  a  man  convicted  upon 
^  folse  lafonnation ;  in  which  case  the  con- 
fodccates  are  4n  dai^er  of  beii^  betrayed 
kyone  anoi^er;  ana  even  the  &cts  them- 
aeiveswfaioh  lare  felaely  sworn  against  a  man, 
iiften  fiiniifih  him  wiUi  means  for  justify- 
ing himself  and  condenrniog  his  accusers; 
srberaas  in  die  present  case,  there  is  no 
«ied  of  any  confederacy,  nor  can  the  per- 
•aon  aoeused  Justify  ^^msM  by  any  means 
I  can  think  of; 

The  Clause  for  making  actions  of  as- 
ttidt  upon  officers  triable  m  emj  county  of 
JEbglaadtinaj^^ikewise,  in  my  opinion,  he  of 
Jangerous  coiac^uau:e.  It  is  granting  a 
•pf  ivae^e  to  his  Majesty's  officers  which  is 
"^very  inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  his 
JMb^ty'a.  subjects ;  and  it  is  sudi  a  privi- 
-l^e  as  ought  Aot,  I  thirdc,  to  he  granted 
-Mren  to  m  crown  itaeif,  nor  lOver  wsb 
;graitted,  exc^t  upon  very  extracffdinary 
occasions.  Por  when  an  officer  is  aa- 
aauked,  or  pretends  to  have  been  assaulted 
hf  a  country  v^entfeman  or  fanner,  I  can 
aee  no  reason  why  he  should  beat  liberty 
Ui  lay  hissaotion  and  bring  it  to.  trial  in  any 
county  in  England,  and  every  gentleman 
fix  f9smer  who  may  be  assaulted  by  an  off- 
icer, coofined.  to  try  his  aeti^pin  the  very 
^uiny^whaca  the  assault  wjtt  con^^uttad. 


To  gi^e  to  evfity  oSoer  of  the  excise  as 
well  as  cofitoms  (t«r  the  clause  is  carefully 
extended  to  both)  a  privilege  of  raakins^a 
country  gentleman  or  fermer,  with  all  his 


awiear  that  he  put  it  there  by  his  lordship's  ;  witnesses,  dance  from  Nor^umberland, 


Wales,  or  CornwaU,.in  order  to  defend  him- 
adf  against  an  ^ion  of  aasault  to  be  tried 
in  the  county  or  Middlesex,  in  Kent,  or 
in  Essex,  where  the  diaracters  of  the 
plaintiii^  defendant,  or  either  of  their  wit- 
nesses, cfu^  neither  be  knowa,  nor  epqdred 
into,  is,  in  mv  opinion,  contrary  to  the 
whole  spirit  of  our  laws,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  quiet  and  ease  of  all  ol^er  sub- 
jects ;  for  every  Jack  in  an  office  is  but  too 
apt  to  be  insolent  and  saucy  to  those  who 
must  apply  to  him;  and  this  privilege  may^ 
I  am  airaid,  render  our  Jacks  of  the  Cus- 
tom-house and  Excise-officers  altoge^er 
insupportable.  It  is  a  good  luck  for  us 
that  no  ojficer  of  our  army  can  wdl  bring 
an  action  of  assault  against  ai^  man,  aft 
least  it  is  a3  yet  reckoned  inconsistent  with 
their  honour  to  do  so;  for  if  it  liad  been 
otherwise,  I  should  have  expected  that 
titey  likeiwisBs  would  have  been  included  in 
tlvs  bo^tiful  .ckuse,  which  establishes 
such  a  remarkable  ,di&renco  between  his 
Mi^ty's  ^icerd  and  his  Majesty's  sub*- 
lects* 

The  Clause  for  admitting  queers  to  bail 
in  the  case  of  murder  or  Idling  of  any  per* 
son  who  resists  iiiem,  I  mu6(  Qcewisci  look 
upon  as  A  njsw  piece  of  spedal  grace  and 
favour  granted  to  our  officers  of  the  pus* 
tomsand  excise.  Indeed,  in  this  case  the 
officers  of  onr  army  mav  often  come  in 
foj-  their  share,  because  t^ey  are  generally 
called  as  assistants  tq  custom-house  officecs 
as  WidUi  as  to  executioners.  But  I  am 
afraid  this  new  favour  nuqr  make  them 
sometimes  imagine  that  plubs,oreven  fists, 
are  o&nsive  weuums,  and  such  as  may  he 
^opposed  b^rpow^r  and  ball;  therefore  I 
must  think  it  of  dangerous  consequenco<to 
the  lives  of  \m  M^^esty's  subjects ;  for  in 
such  a  case  I  thmk,  the  proclamation 
against  riots  ought,  at  least  to  be  read,  in 
order  that  those  w^o  are  only  lookers  on, 
may  have  time  to  retire :  And  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  officers,  in  such  a  case, 
m^ht  not  have  been  left  to  the  course  of 
tfaf  common  law,  as  well  as  gentlemen  are 
in  a  parallel  case,  and  a  case  at  least  as 
favourable ;  for  if  a  gentleman  should  kill 
a  hi^wayman,  who  assaults  him  and  de« 
Buums  his  monei^  he  must  take  liis  fate  at 
common  law^  ana  in  case  the  coroner's  in- 
quest should  ^ve  a  wrong  verdict  against 
him,  he  must  ne  in  prison  till  his  trial  i  but 
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if  an  officer  kills  a  man  who  did  not  per* 
haps  assault  him,  or  bring  his  life  into  any 
danger,  and  the  coroner's  inquest  8houl4^ 
bring  it  in,  perhaps  justly,  wuful  murder ; 
yet  by  this  clause  his  Majesty^s  justices  of 
the  peace,  or  any  other  justices,  are  not 
only  empowered,  but  are  enjoined  and  re-  , 

auired,  to  admit  such  officer  to  bail ;  so 
[lat  by  these  last  words  it  would  seem, 
that  there  is  not  so  much  as  a  discretionary 
power  lefl  in  the  judge  if  therojbe  but  the 
least  pretence  for  the  officer's  being  within 
this  clause. 

I  have  no  occasion  to  explain  to  your 
lordships  the  great  benefits  and  advantages 
we  reap  by  trade,  or  how  necessary  it  h 
to  the  very  being,  as  well  as  happiness  of 
this  nation,  therefore  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  if  we  should  destroy  our  trade,  in 
order  to  prevent  smuggling,  it  would  in- 
deed be  an  effi^ctual  remedy^  and  I  believe 
the  only  remedy  we  shall  ever  find  to  be 
altogether  effectual ;  but  it  would  be  like  a 
man's  giving  his  whole  estate  to  his  ene- 
mies, ^r  fear  his  friends  should  cheat  him 
out  of  a  small  part  of  it.  Now  there  sfre 
in  this  Bill  several  clauses,  which  will,  in 
my  opinion,  expose  our  merchants  and 
seamen  to  many  new  hardships,  dangers 
and  inconveniences.  I  shall  take  notice 
only  of  that  clause,  which  gives  power  to 
our  custom-house  officers  to  enter  and 
rummage- any  ship  at  sea,  if  within  what 
they  may  please  to  call  the  limits  of  any 
port  in  this  island.  What  may  be  meant 
by  the  limits  of  a^port,  I  do  not  know,  but 
I  am  certain  it  is  a  term  so  vague  and  in- 
determinate, that  it  must  occasion  an  in- 
finite number  of  contests,  between  our 
custom-house  officers  and  the  commanders 
of  ourtaerchant-men ;  for  no  master  will 
submit  to  have  his  ship  rummaged  and 
searched,  when  he  thinks  he  is  not  by  law 
obliged  to  do  so;  therefbre  if  a  custom- 
house offioer  should  judge  a  ship  to  be 
within  the  limits  of  a  port,  and  the  captain 
should  judge  she  is  not,  a  dispute,  and 
perhaps  a  battle  may  ensue,  between  the 

officers  and  the  ship's  crew :  This  will  sub- 
ject the  captain,  and  I  believe  every  one 

on  board  the  ship,  to  an  action  for  a  hun- 
dred pounds  penaltVy  in  which  they  will 
f  every  one  be  cast,  if  the  ship  should  be 
nudged  in  law  to  have  been  within  the 
iliihits  of  any  port  when  the  officer  de- 
•manfled  admittance ;  whereas  if  it  should 
:be  judged  otherwise,  the  officer  is  made 
^liable  to  no  penalty  for  the  assault  he  made 
'upon  ihe  ship ;  from  whence  we  may  con- 
mide^atour  custom-house  officers  will 


at  last  pretend  to  search  almott  every  dup 
that  comes  within  the  four  seas,  unless  tae 
master  agrees  to  pay  -Ihem  a  tax  for  pie- 
venting  uie  trouble  thejr  may  give  him  hj 
rummaging  and  searching  nis  ship  upon 
the  hi^h  seas,  and  when  he  has  perhaps  a 
fair  wind  for  carrying  him  to  the  port  to 
which  he  b  really  bound :  As  this  will  be 
a  ereat  hardship  upon  our  merchants  and 
iB^naring  men,  \  therefore  wish  Uiat  a 
league,  half  a  league,  or  some  other  deter- 
minate distance  had  been  put  instead  of  the 
word  limits^ 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lords,  I  must  think 
this  Bill  one  of  the  most  severe  and  dan- 

firdus  Bills  that  was  ever  passed  by  a 
ritish  legislature;  and  yet  notwithstand- 
ing its  severity,!  am  afiraid,  it  will  be  fks 
from  answering  the  end.  I  am  afraid,  that 
instead  of  preventing  smuggling||it  wifl 
render  desperate  all  those  who  shau  here- 
after embark  in  that  pernicious  trade,  which 
will  make  them  more  bold  and  enterprising 
than  they  ever  were  heretofore ;  and  their 
common  danger  will  unite  them  closer  t<^ 
^ether,  which  will  make  them  more  power- 
tul  and  formidable.  While  our  numerous 
high  duties  continue,  while  there  are  sud& 
profits  to  be  got  by  smuggling,  it  is  in  iraia 
to  expect  we  can  entirdy  prevent  it  by 
the  most  severe  laws  we  can  make.  Bj 
such  laws  we  may  ruin  our  constitutiooy 
we  may  subject  ourselves  ^o  art^itrary 
power,  but  even  arbitrary  power  its^wiu 
not  prevent  it ;  for  in  France,  where  arbi- 
trary power  has  been  long  established, 
where  the  punishment  of  every  sort  o£ 
smuggling  is  death  or  the  gallies,  where 
they  keep  up  a  particular  sort  of  army 
called  Les  Ma)totiers,  for  that  very  par> 
pose,  yet  smuggling  is  in  that  kingdom 
almost  as  frequent  as  in  England,  and 
their  smugglers  are  much  more  desperate 
than  ours ;  for  thev  march  in  little  armies, 
are  well  armed  and  disciplined,  and  oftea 
engage  in  battle  with  the  custom-house  of- 
ficers and  their  guard  of  M altotiers.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  French  army  are  indeed 
but  seldom  or  ever  employed  in  such  ex- 

Eloits;  t|iey  consider  that  their  proper 
usines  is  to  defend  their  country  aganist 
open  and  declared  enemies ;  and  therelbre 
they  think  it  below  them  to  engage  asainst 
Banditti,  or  to  hunt  afler  and  guard  cri- 
minals; this  low  sort  of  work  they  look 
on  a?  fit  only  for  Maltotiers  and  Archer% 
or  sheriff^s  officers ;  and  thou^  thqf  have 
a  vast  number  of  such  in  France,  yel 
with  them,  ^nd  with  all  the  other  ad- 
vantages they  have,  it  has  never  yet  heoi 
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in  their  power  entirely  to  prevent  smug- 


tributes  his  share.    Yea  farther,  any  sort 
of  neglect  in  this  particular,  must  be  of 


From  ^  Uiese  considerations,  I  could  ^e  most  fatal  consequence  to  our  trade, 

delayed^  Imd  must  neceissarily  at  last  be  the  ruin  of 


wish,  my  Lords,  ttyat  the  Bill  were 
^  till  another  session,  when  we  could  have 
time  to  concert  proper  clauses  for  the  end 
intended,  and  such  as  would  not  any  way 
injure  odt  constitution,  or  oppress  our 
fair  traders.  Such  bills  ought  to  be  drawn 
up  uid  passed  with  the  utmost  cautilp  and 
maturest  deliberation ;  Tor  in  passing  every 
such  bill,  we  are  placed  between  two  pre- 
cipices,  jghere  the  least  inclination  to  one 
siae  orMb  other  may  throw  us  headlong 
into  a  gulph  of  pj^rdition :  we  may  ruin  our 
revenue  by  giviifg  too  gfeat  a  latitude  to 
amug^ers,  or  we  may  destroy  our  con- 
stitution by^placing  too' great  and  too  ar- 
bitrary a  power  in  the  crown,  aiWI  likewise 
our  trade,  by  subjecting  our  merchants  to 
too  many  dangers  and  inconveniences. 
But  if  the  Bill  cannot  be  delayed,  if  the 
^gl^ase  absolutely  requires  some  immediate 
application,  I  nope  your  lordships  will 
agree  to  Uie  amendments  I  have  oftered ; 
and  as  it  is  a  Bill  of  a  very  new  and  extra- 
ordinary nature,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  at 
first  made  perpetual.  Let  us  do  as  we 
always  have  done  in  most  new  regulations : 
let  it  be  made  to  continue  for  thVee,  five, 
or  seven  years,  that  we  may  have  some  ex- 
perience of  its  effects,  before  we  make  it  a 
perpetual  law ;  which  is  the  last  amend- 
ment I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  offisr. 

The  Answer  was  to  this  effect :     ' 

My  Lords;  As  the  immediate  preserva^ 
tion,  as  well  as  fiiture  hapj^ess  of^e  na- 
tion^ depends  upon  the  sumR>rt  of  ^r  go- 
vernment, it  is  the  duty  of  parliament  not 
only  to  grant  such  funds  as  may  be  nece^ 
sary  for  that  support,  but  to  make  thoR 
grants  efeotual;  for  the  granting  of  any 
tax  or  duty  Would  be  of  very  little  signi- 
fication, if  the  parliament  did  not,  at  the 
same  time,  prescribe  such  methods  as 
should  be  dBTectual  for  raising  and  collect- 
ing that  tax  or  duty ;  and  if  the  methods 
at  first  prescribed  should  fail  of  the  ex- 
pected success,  it  is,  for  the  same  reas( 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  contrive-  s 
p^fijcribe  such  otherlkiethods  as  may  be 
tUBght  more  effe<^Uial.  The  imposing  of 
any  tax  or  duty,  Sid  allowing  any  man, 
through  our  neglect,  to  escape  paying  that 
share  f£  it  whidi  is  due  firom  him  by  law, 
is  notilff  a  breach  of  our  duty  towards 
our  king  and  country,  but  a  piece  of  in- 


every  ftiir  trader  in  the  kingdom;  and  in 
our  present  circumstances,  it  may  likewise 
be  called  a  sort  of  breach  of  the  public 
faith ;  for  as  most  of  our  duties,  especially 
in  the  customs,  are  mortgaged,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  to  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
the  allowlAg  the  produce  of  any  ot  those 
duties  to  be  dhmnished  by  fraudulent  prac- 
tices, when  it  is  in  our  power  to  prevent  it, 
isthe  same  with  taking  from  ihem  apart  of 
that  security  which  was  given  them  by 
pavliament,  ^d  which  the  parliament  is 
bound  to  make  good. 

Notwithstandingiell  these  obligations  we 
lie  under,  yet,  my  Lords,  I  shall  readily 
agree  that  we  ought  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious in  granting  any  new  powers  for  rais- 
ing and  collecting  our  taxes,  which  may 
any  way  encroach  upon  the  constitution, 
or  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  but  if 
we  make  a  phantom  of  eveiy  new  power, 
or  new  penalty,  that  may  be  really  neces- 
sary for  thatpurpose,  and  give  a  loose  to 
our  imaginations,  by  supposing  that  every 
such  power  or  penalty  will  be  made  a 
wrong  and  unjust  use  of,  and  turned  to- 
^^Wds  the  oppression  and  ruin  of  the  sub- 
ject, instead  of  being  applied  to  their  re- 
lief and  preservation,  we  shall  never  grant 
any  new  power,  nor  continue  the  old ;  for 
no  power  was  ever  granted,  nor  can  be 
granted,  upon  which  a  fruitful  imagination 
may  not  form  various  scenes  of  horror  and 
destruction  ;^nay,  no  power  can  be  granted 
but  what  may  truly  be  made  a  wrong  use 
of;  but  while  ^  have  a  parliament  sub^ 
sisting,  while  #e  are  subject  to  no  earth^ 
power  but  what  is  established  by,  and  de- 
pends'ttpon  parliament,  we  havefio  occa- 
sion to  frighten  ourselves  with  such  chi- 
mseras;  for,  thank  God!  our  parliaments 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  give  ar  check  to 
evenr  wrong  use  that  has  been  made  of 
any^ower,  and  to  bring  the  officnders  to 
concugn  punishment. 

With  regaHpd  to  the  clauses  in  this  Bill 
which  have  b^n  objected  to,  and  the  new 
power  JHo  be  grapted  which  l^e  been  set 
m  such  a  hideous  light;  bffo!#l  bc^n  to 
colHider  any4lthem  particularly,  give  me 
leave,  my  Lords,  to  make  ^is  general  ob« 
servation,  that  though  we  ^  not  pretend 
to  punish  a  man  for  mere  thinking,  nor 
admi(  a  bare  intention  to  be  proved  by 
justice  ^one  to  every  particular  man  i^  witnesses,  yet  we  oflen  punish  a  man  for 


the  kingdom,  who  honestly  and  fairiy  con< 


speaking,  and  admit  "VtitDesses  \o  prove 
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words  M  i«i^  «s  facts,  in  order  frotfi  theace 
to  infer  « tnidiciaus  intedlkm ;  and  even 
bj  a  late  statatei 


PBB 


Uiffotota  ^  Lm-di  on  the 


Widi  tins  view,  B^  Lonlfl,  ht  qs  ( 
that  clause  in  the  Bill  now  before  us,  wbidi 


late  statatBi  tre  hav^  laid  a  Tery  se^  has  been  prioeipdly  objected  t«    £hrtbat 
punishment  upon  an  intention ;  m^  clause  it  is  proposed  ^  be  enaotadlp  dntt 


vere  [ 

we  Mve  made  it  tratisportation  for   anjr 
man  to  a«ault  i»iother  upon  the  highway 
with  an  tnt^tion  to  rob,  whereas  it  was 
before  but  a  common  tarespass :    Bow  this 
intention  is  to  be  proved  I  shMl  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  b^gt  I  sup^se,  if  the 
nan  who  made  the  assault  uttered  onl^ 
these,  two  words  'your  j[m>ney/ and  his 
uttering  of  soch  Wftrds  wajpe  prored  in 
court,  it  would  be  deemed  a  foil  proof  of 
bis  iDtetition,  aied  that  action  which  in  it- 
self is  bat  a  common,  trespq^,  would,  by 
these  two  ujB;ly  words,  be  Qiade  felony  and 
transportation^   "But  Ibis  is  not  the  only 
case,  where  words  flMty  be  proved^  in  order 
to  shew  <^  intei^pn  of  me  speaker,  and 
convict  him  of  the  crime  for  which  be 
stasids  indicted  or  accused ;  for  we  know 
that  in  all  triste  ffmurder,  there  is  nothing 
more  common  dian  to'  prove  direateniuff 
words  made  tme  of  by  the  person  indictea 
in  order  to  sliew  thait  he  bad  an  mtention 
to  murder ;  and  by  an  act  ofbts  late  Ma- 
jesty*^ reign,  which  midces  it  felony  to  tear 
or  4>^ttny  person's  clothes  in  Ibe  streets 
k  is  farther  enacted,  that  whoever  ^W 
wilfofly  and  maliciously  assault  any^p^- 
son  in  the  public  streets  or  highways,  Wkh 
an  intent  to  tearorspofl  the  clo^m  of 
such  person,  shall  upon  conviction,  suffer 
as  kk  the  case  of  felony  s  in  whidi  last 
case,  the  intention  ef  the  person  accused 
can  be  proved  by  nodun?  eis|^  but  by  (KHne 
words  or  threats  uttered  by' him  b^ore, 
nfter,  or  at  the  time  of  the  assault;  for  if 
he  had  proceeded  to  an  ovsrt  act,  if  he  had 
actually  tom^r  spoiled  Ibeperson'fi  cloatks, 
he  would  be  witnin  the  former  part  of  that 
law,  and^  consequently  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  proving  his  intention :  nay, 
feven  hi^  treason  it^f  may  be  committed 
by  ^womis,  wkhout  any  overt  act ;  for  by 
an  act  ^ queen  Elizabeth,  who  had,  I, be- 
lieve, as  great  a  regard  for  our  oonstitiAion 
as  ever  any  king  or  ^ueen  had,  it  ss  de- 
islared,  that  whoever  shaH,  by  an^  speech 
maintain  the  jurisdiction  ef  the  bislu^  of 
Rome,  BhiAt  for  Ibe  first  offence  be  guilty 
ofaPrsemimire,  and  of  bish  treason  ^Or 
tbe  second :  and  in  aH  crams  wbate^P«r, 
according  to  ^  whole  tenor  of  our  I'aws 
k  is  the  mteimon  only  that  is  to  be  pu- 
nished, which  intention  m^st  be  made  ap- 
pear from  circumstances,  and  ihose  -cnv 
<;umstances  may  consist  in  words  apoben, 
as  well  as  oveit-^acts  coauttitted  by*  ibe 
person  accused. 


if  three  or  more  are  assembled  witb  fire* 
arms  or    other  offiensiTe  weanona,  with 
an  intention*  to  run  any  gooos  oar  maiu 
cfaandize,  or  to  watch  for  oppoftunitiesfer 
that jwpose ;  or  withan  intention  to  eany 
off  dip'Oscoe  any  run-goods  or  metAtm- 
dize,  or  to  wound  or  murder  any  of  bis 
Mqesty's  officers,  a  justice  of  peace,  upon 
information  to  be  given  upon  oath,  may 
commit  them  widiout  bail  or  Aispriae; 
and  such  persons,  if  convicted  by  due 
course  of  law, '  are  to  be  traioported  m 
felons.    From  these  words  is  it  not  piaia 
that  the  informer,  as  w^  as  «M  tbe  other 
witnesses,  must  swear  to  some  owert  flcti 
committed,'Or  some  words  spoken,  by  the 
persons  agabist  whom  they  swear,  or  to 
some  other  circumstances  firom  ^dienoe 
this  intention  may  be  probably  infotqei^ 
Can  we  suppose  that  any  justice  wow 
commit,  or  any  jury  convici  the  pemas 
accused,  upon  the  informer's  barely  saying 
he  knew  tbey  had  such  an  iateatioii,  witb 
out  giving  an  account  of  his  reaaens  lisr 
saying  soi    And  if  be  gives  audi  tfaioas 
as  must  naake  every  man  believe  ihey  bad 
such  any  intention,  do  not  tbey  deserve  le 
be  committed?    Can  we  aiq>^08e  k pos- 
sible that  such  reasons  can  be  given  against 
an  innocent  man  ?  At  leastl  amaure  fl^is 
no  ipore  {>ossible  in  this  case  than  m  any 
other  criminal  case  whatsoever.     And  if 
yon  Ihink  proper  to  make  tbis  crinie  fe- 
Hniy,,^lipid  t^puBMJHnent  transportatioa, 
k  isn^tber  A^onsistent  witb  our  consd- 
totiooyiior  contiary  to  our  laws,  to  b«e 
wcik  a  person  committed  widioiit  bail  or 
winprize ;  becanse  wherever  sncb  jt  po- 
nishment  is  to  be  inflicted^oo  bail  can  in 
any  case  be  taken ;    tbe  person  accused 
must,  in  all  sueb  oases,  remain  in  pnaoa 
till  be  be  acqukled  by  due  cocne  of  law. 
As  to  tbe  rewards  whidi  are  by^usaot 
to  be^en  to  informers,  i  can.aee  no  19^ 
son  way  we  ibotdd  be  more  afraid  cf  tbess 
in  this  case  than  in  any  other ;  for  it  « 
certain  that  in  manv  cnminal  ^t 
where  the  punisfamllt  is  death, 
rewards  given  to  infiiiimers,  by  tbe 
and  customs  of  this  Bngdom :  ^oon  1 
«ewyrds  we  have  cxpeitieDeed'graae  iMimift 
with  re^ct  to  tne  diacovente^Bppva- 
bending,  and  panisbiBg  of  ccinqpBs,  and 
We  have  notyat  found  BnydangeraocTiJIig 
jfSierefirom  to  innocent  persons,  nor  can 
any  danger  be  wdlsiqppoisdf 'for  jlbwo«r 
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tiire(fOguei  ilioi]^  con^hie  together,  in 

lunre  generaHy  been,  and  ahri^ft  may  be 
made  to  contrMict  themaghnssy  or  oy  a^o- 
ther,  in  tomft  of  tbe  ctrcumstanccs  they 
rehire;  and  the  evidence  of  one  man^  ea- 
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finc^otiiing  in  the  BiD  to  prertnt  hia  tak- 
ing the  bei^t  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
and  glutting  himsdf  discharged  in  purau* 
ance  of  that  Act.  A* 

Haying  thus  shewn,  that  no  innocent 

ttian  can  be  in  danger,  either  of  being 

l^iaUy  apoorJowfeUow,  which  we  rnnat^^  conunitted  or  convicted  tirom  thiii.  clause, 


stti^ose  any  such  rogue  to  bc^i^w^  n#^er 
4^  of  Wtti^t  enough  with  a  jixpyf  tf  con- 
.  tfct  a  man.  of  any  toterable  character*    In 

^     tile  present  case  it  wiU  be  the  same ;  tii^  ir^hteni 

«  informer  must  pre  his  iraaso^y  for  say- 
ing that  the  person  accused  liad  such  api 
i^tenlion,  those  reasons  mugt  either  be 
Ifets  he  saw,  orwordshe  heanP^  as  to  both 
these,  he  may  be  obliged  to  tell  all  the 
particuhu)||prcumstances,  seme  of  which 
the  person  acctNId  ma}iyi>e  able  to  prove 
Aike,  or  ihe  false  informer  may  probably 
ht  made  to  contradict  himselt,  imless  he 
has  a  better  ipemory  than  liars  usually 
have :  even  if  the  informer  should  give  but 
this  only  reason,  that  the  person  accused 
totd  hiinf^:  in  the  first  place,  it  is  not 
very  ptob^le  a  justice  or  a  jury  would  be- 
lieve him,  without  several  concurring  cir- 
^umstanoes;  but  besides,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  give  an  account  when  and  wheite 
Sttid  ifpon  what  occasio^r  the  person  ac- 
cused told  him  so ;  with  respect  to  wlucb 
it  would  hardly  be  possible  for  him  to  form 
«uch  a  stoiry  as  might  appear  pro^>le ; 
and-at  thfersame  time  sucn  a  one,  al  the 
person  accused  could  no  way  contradict 
%y  proper  evidence. 
4f  With'  respect  to  the  Ifljerty  of  am^ying 
^  to  the  Kkig's  opurCs  in  Westnunsterwdl,  I 

1^  i^annot  think  it  is  by  this  BiU  to  h3Ukefk 
away  front  any  of  the  King^  subjects,  n<^ 
can  I  thiA,  that  the  H^ieas  Corpus  Act 
is  in  any  cose  to  be  repcHkd J  the  justice 
tf  oeace  is  empowered  to  commit  ^!4|h^ 
bail  or  mainpqze,  af  he|pMiy  do  in  capital 
cases  aswellas  this^;  Imt  the  frial  must 
_  's  courts  either  in  West- 
Tofl^the  assise!;  and  I^QEun 
pretended,  that  any  of 
ought,  or  yrcM,  admk  a 
^ .««« .^  bail,  why,  upon  conviction,  isfey  ex- 

^>  press  Btatij^  to  be  transported.  Indeed,  if 
iSke  jinti<^  riiould  be  euilty  of  error  or 
iniquity  in  the  commitment,  tiie  court  of 
King's^bench  rhight  in  that  ease  give  re-< 
iief,  jahd  any  person  to  be  coBMnitte^  un- 
der colour  of  this  Bin  might,  in  my 
op^n^n,  bring  his  Habeas  Corp^  for  i^t 
piifpSe,  in  the  same  nMmn A  as  in  o^ler 
IM  like  cases;  -^S  ifthe  tric^  of  any  per- 
son to  be  coifl^ted  by  this  BOI,  shm^ 
«tbe  brought  on  in  theuiud  tim%  I  can 


be 
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any  more  than  from  9^  ojher  pem^hnr 
now  si^sisting;  I  may,  I  tftik,  concnide, 
that  no  innocent  man  can  be  by  this  Bill 
'  >om  travelli|^  with  arms  when- 
ever he  ISs  a  mind,  am  therefore  it  can-' 
not,  with  die  least  propriety,  'be  called 
a  Bill  for  disarming  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  But  I  xpisi  take  Jiotice,  that 
even  as  the  law  stands  at  -present,  if  an 
iiArmation  were  given  to  aw  justice  bf 
tRe  pifetce,  that  a  man  intendeotd  be  aid- 
ing andii^seisting  in  some  treascAable  prac- 
tices, whether  with  arms  or  without,  and 
the  informer  should  gh^  such  circum- 
stanceslM  ought  to  gain  credit  Virom  a  rea- 
sonable man,  such  justice  would  be  de- 
fio^nt  in  his  duty,' if  he  did  not.  examine 
immediately  into  the  affair,  and  commit 
the  person  inform^  ^against,  if  he«aw  ai^ 
cause  for  jbo  doing ;  which  he  migbt  cer- 
tainly do/evftt  as  th^  law^  stands  at  pre- 
sent, jnd  therefore,  th^fe  is  no  occasion 
for  8%  mjfp  Iiiw  for  this  purpose,  nor 
would  the^passing  such  a  law  be  any  en- 
croilhment  upon  our  conslitution ;  and 
if  the  person  impeached  by  any  such  in- 
formation, shoula  upon  a  fair  and  open 
trial  be  convicted  of  treason,  the  in- 
fon^er  would  expect,  and  would  really 
reserve  a  much  better  reward  than  any 

I'^oposed  by  this  Bill ;  so  that  promjping 
of  a  reward  by  act  of  parliament,  can  be 
of  no  great  consequence  in  an^  case,  bo- 
cau^  a  rogue  will  t>e  as  ready  to  perjure 
hinisdf  for  a  reward  expectc^  ana  eom- 
mohly  given,  as'  her  will  b^|ibr .  a  reward 
^pres^y  pasmised  by  ll|:t  olT  parliament* 
Let  us  co&idefimy  Lords,  tbk  by  the 
B91  now  before  ut^ere  are  two  soits  of  of- 
fences to  be  corrected,  which  were  nqt  bo- 

«jfope  made  liable  to  any  p<U|ishment.  Hhe 
first  is,an  assemblinetouie  number  of  dirae 
or  more,  armed  with  flplock^  or  other  o^ 
fonsive  weapons,  in  order  to  be  aidiog  and 
assisting  in  the  running  of  ^oods  or  dobve- 
in^of  officers;  the  oUier  is,  a^kingo^ 
loitering  in  any  ^ade  withoutanw,  batfor x- 
the  same  purposes;  and  as  the  former  is  an 
offisnoe  much  more  heinous  than  the  latter^ 
therefore  it  iii  by  this  Bill  to  be  subjected 
to  a  myh  highejjfepunishments '  which 
punishmeht  cannot^«Chink  be  deemed  too 
severe;  for  If  sudi  men  had  put  their  do- 


^ 
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%\gn  in  execution,  if  they  had  been  ^|ctu- 
ally  assisting  in  any  such  puifiDses,  they 
would  be  guilty  of  felony  by  theiaws  as 
they  stand  at  preseiJI,  and  I  cannot  think 
there  is  any  severity  in  extending,  the 
piuishment  to  the  intention,  when  it  is 
proved  that  a  man  has  armed  himself  and 
ma^  ready  &r  putting  that  intention  in 
execution ;  ror  m  all  crimes,  it  is  the  in- 
tention, and  not  the  actioi^,  which  is  prin- 


cipally  to    be 
punishment  int( 


arded,    th^ 
red  by  the  ^ 
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designed  to  be  corrected  by  thk  l^jL  and 
it  would  be  still  £uther  from  being  ^Kctaal 
for  the  eqd  intended.     A  raw  country4el- 
l9ir,  <ur  a  poor  labouring  man,  may  for  a 
reWard  easily  be  drawn  in,  to  be  aaaisting 
in  the  runmng  of  goods,  where  no  force 
?i)r  mlence  is  intended,  and  may^for  that 
pil^pose,  ^  prevailed  on  to  loitertod wait 
withfut  arms  somewhere  near  ifce  ^^ 
coasts ;  for  such  a  man,  a  month's  confine- 
fore    tho^  ^ment  and  whipping  may  be  a  sufficient 
[iendmentTadmonitio(;^.he  may  be  thereby  rtclaimed. 


would,  ih  my  opinion,  be  far  from  being  iMind  frightened  from  ever  engaging  'again 


adequate;  at  le^st,  if  it  be  an  adequate 
punishment  for  this  ^(rime,  it  must  cer- 
tainly be  too  severe  for  the  oth^oifence, 
of  loitermg^and  waiting  without  any  ajBos, 
or  with<>ut  assembling  in  such  num^Rs; 
because  my  violence  committe<^  or  in- 
tended to  be  committed  with  an  armed 
force,  ought  always  to  be  more  severely 
punished/'ihan  the  same  sort  of  *  violence 
committed,  or  intended  to  be  committe4 
without  any  such  force.  Z 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  must  think  that 
transportation .  would  be  a  very  moderate 
punisnment  for  endeavouring  to  run  goods, 
without  payinglhoseduties  miposed  bylaw, 
or  to  rescue  tn^m  aftetK  tney  have  been 
legally  seized,  even  without  aaftiSyVr  wiUi- 
out  an  intention  to  make  use^f  any  mor- 
tal weapon;  but  when  men  provide(||rms 
for  this  purpose,  it  shews  they  design  to 
murder  as  well  as  smuggle ;  nay,  I  must 
really  look  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  treason ; 
for  It  is  in  some  manner  a  levying  of  war 
against  the  King,  and  we  know,  th^  a 
cojjpultation  advisedly  held  for  that  pui 
pose,  has  been  always  reckoned,  and  loi  ^ 
since  declared  by  statute,  to  be  hieh  trea^ 
son :  and,  farther,  if  we  ,consider  die  num^ ' 
bers  of  men  that  have  sometimes  assem- 
bled togethar  in  arms  for  smuggling  pur- 

.  poses,  we  nrast  iiave  the  more  reason  to 
conclude,  that  it  is  a^ort  of  treason,  fn 
which  case  we  may,  wnh  a  great  deal  of 
freedom,  inflict  the  punishment  of  trans- 
portation, upon  three  or  more's  assembling 
together,  with  an^such  intention;  for 
tfuch  a  n^ber^annot  assemble  to- 
gether for  such  a  purpose,  without  a  pre- 
vious consultation ;  which  is  a  sort  of  overt 
act  tha^tnay  be  proved,  and  has  oflen 
beeftadlktted  to  be  proved,  in  order  to 
convict  a  man  of  high  treason.    A  month's. 

,  confinement  in  a  correction-house,  though^ 
attended  with  the  severest  sort  of  whip- 

§ing,  which  it  wou^^ever  be^would  for 
^ese  reasons  be  v^  far  frorfr  beinr  an 
adequate  punishment  for  the  first  o&nce 
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In  such  practices;  but  he  must  be  ao  ex- 
perienced wid  an  hardened  rogue,  who 
arms  himself  for  such  purposes,  and  pre- 
pares to  ntfurder  Mther  thaqg|be  di 
pointed;  it  canipt  well  iffk  expected 
such  a  fellow  wffl  be  reclaimed  by  wh^ 
ping  or  hard  labour ;  as  so(m  as  he  geta 
loose  and  meets  with  his  former  com- 
panions, he  will  4>robably  return  to  hk 
former  practices. 

These  are  the  fellows  who  g||b  our  civil 
government  the  greatest  oStiurbance;  <> 
these  are  the  feUows  who  do  the  greatest 
injury  to  the  revenue,  and  to  we  fiur 
trader;  and'  these  are  the  fellows  asainst 
whom  this  Bill  ^principally  designed ;  as 
itis  very  difficult  tor  the  smugglers  to  maka 
up  and  form  a  gang  of  such  disciplined  and 
veteran  troops,  the  only  way  of  patting 
an  Ad  to  sack  fraudulent  and  v^ent  prac- 
tices, is,  by  breaking  those  gangs  a»  fast 
as  they  begin  to  form  themselves,  whidi 
can  only  be  done  by  death  or  transport^ 
tionUand  as  our  present  government  al-^ 
^  raytgdhus^  to  try  nrst  the  mildestmedio^  % 
herefore  the  latter  methdd  of  breaking 
these  gangs  is  proposed  by  tfa|b  BilL 
*  I  hope,  n\j  w>rds,  I  have  now  shewn, 
^pitjp)ie  clause  objected  to,  is  no  way  in- 
consistent wither  constitution,  nor  with 
the  liberty  or  sSety  of  ^1^  inpocent  sub- 
ject ;  that  the  punishment  propose^  is  to 
fajhfVom  bdhg  too  sevgi^^hat  it  is  the 
mudest  punishment  wC^cah  psqiyse,  if  we 
have  a  mind  to  provide  ajfi^RRal  roM* 
dy  for  the  evil  complaineo^f;  andtharme 
amendment  proposed  would  be  very  far 
from  being  an  aaequate  punishment,  or  an 
effectual  remedy  against  that  evil,  by  which 
we  suffi!^  the  most,  and  against  wluch  this  .  ^ 
Bill^is  principally  designed.  These  things 
I  am  myself  fully  convinced  of,  and  there- 
Tore  I  cahnot  agree  to  the  amradment 
|fef>08ed  Uifbe  made  toJhis  dausjpia?  to 
any  of  the  other  amendnfents  which  i 
upon  the  £^t.  *  V:  *% 

As  to  the  other  Clautes  objecfeft  So, 


"^'.^  - 


Digitized  by 


Gbogii: 


3249] 


BiU  to  prevent  Smuggling. 


A.  D.  1786. 


[J250 


though  no  fuaieRdments  have  been  pro- 
t>08ed  in  relation  to  any  of  them,  yet  as 
they  are  objections  against  the  Bill  m  ge- 
neraly  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  give  me 
leave  to  ofier  some  of  those  reasons,  why  I 
think  the  objections  without  any  solid 
foundation.  The  clause  for  punishing 
.those  who  shall  be  found  a^'med,  and  pass- 
ing within  five  miles  of  any  sea^-coast  or 
navigable  river,  with  more  than  six  pounds 
fii  tea,  five  gallons  of  foreign  spirits,  or 
thirty  poundi  worth  of  forei^  goods, 
landed  without  paying  the  duties,  is  not 
properly  a  new  law,  but  only  an  amend- 
ment of  an  old,  which  has  hitherto  been 
jfound  inefiectuflJ,  and  therefore  tliis  amehd- 
jnent  is  proposed,  in  order  to  remedy  the 
jdefects  of  tne  former  law.  The  punish- 
ment LB  the  same  in  both,  pnlv  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  offence  in  the  rormer  statute 
iias  been  found  to  be  such,  as  could  never 
|>e  proved ;  and  for  that  reason,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  alter  that  description, 
and  to  make  it  such  as  may  be  proved,  if 
you  intend  to  prevent  or  punish  the  of- 
fence. This  is,  I  say,  absolutely  neces- 
-sary,  and  it  is  impossible  to  imagine,  that  a 
:gentleman,  or  any  man  of  an  established 
ffood  character,  can  suffer  unjustly  by  the 
description  of  the  offence,  even  as  pro- 
posed by  this  clause,  because  a  jury  will 
never  believe  one  single  witness  against 
«uch  a  man,  and  it  will  be  as  difficult  and 
dangerous  for  two  rogues  to  combine  to- 
gether, and  contrive  a  feasible  accusation 
against  an  innocent  man  in  this  case  as  in 
any  other.  By  the  law,  as  it  stands  at  pre- 
sent, it  is  as  easy  for  a  nobleman  or  a  gen- 
tleman's servant,  to  put  a  quantity  of  run 
goods  into  his  master's  coach-box,  or 
portmanteau,  and  then  to  inform  against 
nim,  a^  it  will  be  when  this  Bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  shall  be  passed  into  a  law ;  yet  we 
have  never  yet  heard  of  so  much  as  an 
attempt  in  this  way,  though  it  be  upwards 
'of  a  dozen  of  years  since  the  law  was 
passed  for  making  it  felony  and  transporta- 
tion for  any  mauj  with  offensive  arms,  to 
pass  within  twenty  miles  of  any  coast,  with 
any  quantity  of  foreign  goodts  in  his  cus- 
tody, which  had  been  mnded  from  any 
8hip,'*without  due  entry  aad  payment  of 
the  duties. 

'  The  clause  which  is  said  to  establish  a 
remijrkable  differencebetween  his  Majesty '^ 
officers  and  his  Majesty's  subjects,  is,  my 
Lords,  as  necessary  as  the  former,  if  you 
intend  that  any  of  the  officers  should  dare 
to  do  their  duty  within  some  of  the  coun- 
ties of  England;  and  this  necessity  pro- 
[VOL.  IX.] 


ceeds  from  the  great  height  smuggling  has 
lately  come  to,  and  the  vast  numbers  of 
men  now  engaged  some  jf«^ay  or  other  in 
that  pernicious  trade ;  insomuch,  that  in 
some  of  our  maritime  counties,  the  whole 
people  of  the  county  are  so  ^eniprallv  en- 
gaged in  it^  that  it  is  impossible  to  nnd  a 
jury  that  wUl  upon  a  trial  do  justice  to  an 
officer  of  the  revenue^  in  any  case  what- 
soever :  therefore,  unless  j^ou  agree  to  this 
clause,  an  officer,  in  any  such  county,  who 
faithfldly  performs  the  duty  of  his  office^ 
must  expect  to  be  assaulted,  and  beAten 
and  bruised,  every  day  of  his  life ;  because 
the  people  of  the  county  know, .  that  he 
never  can  recover  a  verdict  against  them ; 
in  whidi  case,  I  must  leave  it  to  your  lord* 
ships'  consideration,  whether  you  can  ex* 
pect  that  ever  any  officer  .will  do  his  du^y 
m  endeavouring  to  suppress  smuggling,  or 
collecting  his  Majesty's  revenues,  either  of 
the  custom^  or  excise.  ^ 

This  Clause,  therefore,  my  Lord^,  I 
must  take /to  be  absolutely  necessary;  and 
the  other  Clause,  in  relation  to  the  bailing 
of  officers  and  dieir  assistants,  who  BhaS. 
happen  to  kill  a  man  in  their  own  defence^ 
is,  T  think,  as  necessary,  and  this  necessity 
proceeds  from  the  same  cause  with  the 
former ;  for  in  those  counties  where  smug- 
gling is  become  general,  the  majority  of 
the  coroner's  inquest  always  consists  of 
smugglers :  so  that  it  has  been  found  by 
experience,  that  those  inquests  always ' 
bring  the  officer  and  his  assistants  in  guiby 
of  murder,  even  though  it  be  made  clearly 
appear,  by  the  most  undoubted  testimo- 
mes,  that  the  killinghappened  se  de/hndendo^ 
which  must  be  such. a  discouragement  to 
officers  of  the  revenue,  and  tq  all  those 
who  assist  them,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  , 
they  will  ever  venture  their  lives,  in  put^ 
tin^  the  laws  of  their  country  into  due  exe- 
cution. Therefore,  in  botn  these  cases^ 
weylure  not  to  wp  any  comparison  between 
his  Majesty's  i^^tfi  and  any  of  his  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  b^between  oAcers  andsmuff- 
glers;  and  I  hopS^our  Lordships  will  wl 
agree,  that  the  former  Observe  mone  favour 
than  Uie  latter.  I»  the  last  of  these  cases, 
if  the  officer 'l>e  within  the  temu^of  the 
clause,  if  the  killing  hempen  sede/ii^dendOf 
I  think  it  most  reasonable,  ie  QfAer  and  re- 

Suire  the  judge  to  admit  him  to  bail ;  but 
'  he  be  not  within  the  clause,  of  which 
the  magisCrate  before  whonv.he  is  uroueht 
for  that  purpose,  is  tike  ju(%e,  'then  that 
magistrji^  is  neither  ordered  nor  required 
by  any  wprds  in  the  Bill,  to  admit  him  to 
.bail. 
[4L3 
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imd tfhat  w6  oti^t  td  take  itR  {KissfMe  c&t^    reodisr  it  more  difficult  for  ^BiuggleftU 


to  enc6uttige  ft,  artid  t6  ttvmd  every  thing 
ftat  ttiayije  hiconireftient  to  out  Wierchaaits 
^  '^dtfmen.  But  i9tis,  my  Lords,  is  One  of 
Yhy  rhief  raslsons  f<yr  be^  f<^r  this  BiH 
te  ft^t^^  lit  praient ;  Ibr  ottr  trade  can" 
Hot  ue  protected  if  odr  go^mffweitt  he  tiot 
tmi^ptyrtedy  and  Otrr  goirenmieDt  cannot  he 
tnip^Wed,  titAesn  tre  prevent  smuggling, 
Knd  all  M:her  fraudtuent  practices  ffm. 
tie^pedtto  that  revenue  dpon  which  the 
ktippoi^  df  (mr  ^d^mment  depends : 
fherdfcyre^hotMtmerdhant  or  seaman 
taak  liear  with  those  few  inconTeniences 
VihSi  'Ite  absdlutdy  necessary  for  pre- 
^nthig  the  frattdtdetit  tricks'  of  the  knavish 
9ttt;  hmlin  iht  Bffl  now  before  us,  I  am 
hbt  DtAy  t;dttVincedlhatt  there  ate  no  reeu- 
kth]fti8l>i9  iAtstt  are  necessaiy,  but  that 
there  is  no  new  regulation  that  can  subject 
toy  hMiest  mercfhant  or  8ea-&ring  man 
^llktever.to'ttny  greil  inconvenience.  I 
Htn  "Sttr e  the  *{>  tift ihig  6t  an'oflrcer  on  board 
toy  sMp'thtft  cOiii^H  wi^tin  the  limits  of  a 
tjfort,  h  tM/^  TedsbnsMe  and  necessary, 
im.  ijan  "never  be  inconvenient  'fbr  any 
Wtip,  unless  ^i^  have  a  mind  to  ftm  some 
Jtert  of^re  cattw) ;  "forito^lp  cotnes  irith- 
In  Iheliiifnts  bf  a  port,  but  with  a  yiew  to 
trade  *there^  or  to  run  ^goods  on  4tore,  un- 
less w)^  me  is  forced  thither  Inr  stress  of 
Vetfther  w  want  ofpro^ons.  In  the  first 
feifte,  Ii)die?e  no  man  "will  «iy  .that  it  i 
^ot  necessary  to  put  an  office  on  board ; 
ted  the  last  case  -so  seldom  happens,  that 
it  cannot  well  be  called  an  inconvenience. 
iVsfoT  the  term,  limits,  I  ttke  it  to  be  a 
term  as  well  understood  among  merchants 
tod  sittfaring  men,  as  fany  term  whatever : 
1  suppose  every  fVith  and  navigable  river, 
"must  be  within  the  limits  of  some  'port ; 
tmd  with  respect  to  our  ports  upon  the 
ocean,  I  suppose  the  limfes  of  each  port  * 
extend  to  the  place^Aef e  shipa  bound  for 
"fliat  port  usumly  come  to  an  anchor,  in 
iwder  to  wait  for  a  tide  or  ftiir  wind  for 
tmnging  them  into  port ;  w)  that  no  officer 


yan  from  this  clause  pretend  to  search  a  t  Bfll  for  this  ^ssion  at  least,  and  Aefcft* 
iship  upon  the  highneas,  nor  will  any  officer  we  ouirht  to  make  as  fow  n  nestle.  I^ 
€are  to  extort  illegal  fees,  or  any  other  il- 
legal eDnsideration ;  because  if  it  should 
he  discovered,  he  w(Aild  certainly  be  dis- 
missed, which  is  a  risque  no  man  of  com- 
mon ^nsc  w91  run,  for  the  sake  of  any 
^mallfee  he  can  possibly  get  from  the  mas- 
ter of  a  ship  who  has  no  fraudtdent  prac- 
tice in  view. 

Whether  the  Bill  now  before  us  will  be 


dory  <fn  their  fraudulent  practices,  and 
more  safe  and  eSDsy  foir  ^e  officeiaoftiit 
tevenue  to  do  their  dwrtT^thevefore  it  wl 
be  more  eftctual  than  may  ]$m  om  k 
beit^;  andifithasnotaUthegWMleftct 
could  he  wished  for^  8<toie  new  fcanitil 
may  be  taken  for  aaswering  thMe  dMS 
where  this  Bill  miqr«ppe«ff  to  bedefideott 
but  such  as  it  is,  it  would,  in  ny  opiniMk'^ 
be  the  most  imprudent  ^^«i  the  woiM 
to  pat  t>ff  passii^  It  tiU  next  aession;  At 
as  the  fitit  poH  m  it  contains  an  ttdeani^ 
for  all  past  crimes  in  die  smuggling  wsj, 
if  tins  Bill  should  be  put  o^  the  snn^Kleis 
would  all  expect  the  sanie  sort  of  mim^ 
nity  by  any  Bill  to  he  passed  m  die  neii 
session ;  and  the  hopes  of  beine  indemni* 
fied  fm  every  crUke  they  could  consit 
between  tWs  imd  ^  27th  of  April  aeity 
would  in  the  mean  tune  renderoarprewot 
smufifglers  more  bold  and^fcnterpriaii^,  asl 
woifld  make  every  mad  who  com  hsvt 
ativ  eppurtemHy,  endeavour  to  defraud  Ae 
public,  by  some  sort  ef  «nugglinr  pno 
tice ;  from  whence  we  aMiy  conclude,  tiat 
the  public  would  su&r  molt  pcodigioiMl^ 
by  any  sudi  delay. 

With  respect  to  maidng  tihe  Billtempo^ 
rary,  no  such  clause  can  bie  made  to  lenie 
to  the  fo'st  part  of  the  BiM,  which  ifldem^ 
nifies  those  persons  ^o  have  btea  guilty 
of  oflfences  against  the  laws  mode  mr  k* 
curing  the  revenues  of  cudtomM^  enies 
it  can  only  be  made  tb  relate  to  the  l«t 
part  of  the  Bill,  which  is  to  epf*cfe  ttase 
laws  for  the  foture ;  and  as  the  kstpsrt  of 
the  B91,  and  the  frttuve  security  hh  V^ 
jesty  expects  may  arise  fixwi  thoooe,  iddi 
re^Mpd  to  tl\e  revenue,  is  the  considera- 
tion for  those  large  sums  his  Majes^giW 
up  by  tile  firet  part  of  the  Bill,  it  WW*  fcfc 
both  unequal  and  unjust  to  taahe  (he  M 
part,  temporary,  sincx  Ae  -fiist  «w*  1* 
made  perpetual. 

I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  any  attiJ^wy 
we  can  make,  ma^  tKxasion  die  left  .<rf^ 


we  ought  to  make  as  few  n  pos^fe 
not  think  there  is  one  absomtdy  IM 
ry ;  but  if  your  lordships  tWbk  ether^ 
if  you  think  it  necessary,  to  add  a  sariitf 
clause  for  the  coart  of  King's  Beadtgw 
c^burt  of  justiciary  in  Scotland,  ^'**^2jIR2 
to  the  bailing  of  anypamion committefly 
vhtue  of  this  act,  I  shall  rea<%  ff^Jf 
my  opinion,  and  tffese  to  Ae  AieBfr 
meat,  but  I  cannot  i^ree  to  any  *f  ^ 
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olber  amendiBAiite  tbat  hvf^  beeo  pro< 
poted. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  as  foUows : 

My  Lords ;  We  are  all  fully  sensible  that 
it  b  tile  duty  of  Ptoliament  to  grant  a  re- 
Tenue  sufficient  for  supporting  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  contrive  and  prescribe  such 
methods  for  raising  and  collecting  that 
revenue  as  may  be  effectual ;  but  we  like- 
wise know  it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
mpport  the  constitution,  and  to  preserve 
the  liberties  of  the  people*  Therefore 
when  it  begins  to  u)peiar,  that  the  methods 
prescribed  by  Parliament  for  raising  the 
revenues  necessary  for  the  support  of  our 
government,  are  not  effectual  tor  the  end 
mtendedy  nor  can  be  made  so,  without  en- 
dangering eur  oMistitutioa,  those  methods 
ou^t  not  to  be  farther  pursued,  but  me- 
thods entirely  new  ougot  to  be  contrived 
end  prescribed  by  IVliament.  This  is, 
I  wm  afraid,  our  case  at  present;  many  of 
the  tezes  we  have  estdmshed,  are  so  very 
high,  in  proportion  to  the  prime  cost  of 
the  commodities  upon  which  they  are  laid, 
that  we  find  it  impossible  to  get  mem  duly 
raised  and  collected,  without  giving  such 
arbitrary  powers  to  our  government  m  that 
respect,  as  may  very  probably  render  it 
arbitral^  in  every  other ;  and  if  this  be 
our  case,  we  oiight  to  think  rather  of 
lowering  or  abolishing  some  of  our  duties, 
and  raising  our  pubhc  revenues  in  some 
other  method,  than  of  transporting  and 
hanging  our  people,  who  are  criminals  by 
the  tensplatioas  we  have  thrown  in  their 
way*  mt  whatever  jnay  be  thought  fit  to 
be  done  ia  our  present  circumstances,  I 

a  glad  to  bear  it  insinnat4?id  by  the  noble 
b  who  are  against  these  amendments, 
thalt  owr  puMic  creditors  have  any  sort  of 
sight  QP  eoaceifn  ia  the  levying  of  those 
ta«es.  whi^  were  establishea  fpr  their  se- 
earity^  aii4  appropriated  to  their  pajmient ; 
fer  if  ikey  b^e  aav  concern  in  the  levy- 
ing of  them,  tbey  have  a  much  greater 
eoaeeia  ia  the  application  of  them ;  and 
Iher^ore  if  it  l;^e  a  breach  of  public  fkith  to 
aUow  the  pjr<^ce  of  those  duties  to  be 
diminished  by  firaudulent  practicesi^  whea 
il  is  ia  our  power  to  prevent  it,  it  is  cer- 
Iftmly  a  greater  breach  of  public  faith  to 
ep^y  4hem  to  aay  other  use  but  that  for 
imch  tbey  were  originaUy  designed ;  be- 
cause in  both  cases,  a  part  of  ttuat  security 
mbick  was  given  by  Pa^ Uameni  to  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  public  is  taken  firom  them, 
but  ia  4^  former  case  >t  is  only  a,  fia  of 


CQau9ission,  ead  isi  therefore  the.  more  M^ 
nous. 

It  ia  always  with  regret  and  sorrow,  my 
Lords,  that  I  form  to  myself  any  appre-i 
hensiops  of  dai^er  to  my  natiy^  country^ 
and'  therefore  (  shall  alw^s  avoid  it  si^ 
much  as  possible;   but  we  ha^e  already 
^reated  so  many  new  crimes  Bfxi  transgre^ 
sious,  relating  to  our  rev^ue^  of  customs, 
and  excise,  and  have  infiictedso  many  new 
pains  and  penalties  for  preventing  tbos^ 
transgressions,  that,  in  my  opioioiv  the^ 
fea^  of  increasing  them  caa  in  no  case  be. 
called  phantoms.    Our  Parliaments  hav^ 
it  is  true,  been  hitherto  d>le,  generally 
speaking,  to  give  a  check  to  every  wrong 
use  of  any  power,  and  to  bring  the  o{k 
fenders  to  condign  punishment;  and  whijb^ 
our  Parliaments  continue  to  be  indepea- 
dent  of  those  who  have  the  exercise  of 
power,  their  will,  as  well  as  their  ability, 
will  continue  the  same ;  but  we  know  tlve 
efiect  of  paixis,  penalties,  aad  pensions  ig. 
other  countries ;  we  kaow  tbAtPaJcliaments» 
senates  or   assemblies,    ha^e*   by    sucb 
means,  been  made  subservient  to  the  worst 
and  most  tyrannical  uses  that  could  be 
made  of  power ;    and  if  this  should  exe? 
unfortunately  happen  to  be  our  case,  our 
Parliaments  will  neither  be  willing  nor 
able  to  check  the  abuse  of  any  power,  or 
to  punish  the  offenders*    For  this  reawi 
we  ought  to  be  extremely  jealous  of  load- 
ing our  people  with  pains  and  pen^ti^  or 
subjecting  them  to  a  multitude  i>f  pe])4 
Uiv^;  foi;  oppression  may  be  easily,  cloaked, 
under  colour  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  aad 
maay  may  be  hanged  or  transported  undejr 
pretence  of  their  having  been  guilty  s£. 
some  action  made  penal  by  statute,  with* 
out  raising  any  general  murmur  amoug  tba 
people,  or  ffvme  the  alarm  to  those  whei 
do  not  then  think  themselves  in  danger  of. 
any  such  prosecution ;   whereaa  the  lea^- 
act  of  opprewion^  without  any  sucb  pre^ 
tience,  would  raise  a  general  murmur,  aa»^ 
give  an  universal  £uerm»  l^ecau^  everir 
man  in  the  kingdom  would  think  himself: 
in  danger*  ^  In  mis  natioa  na  man  of  con^ 
mon  sease  would  extend  his  power  of  ep«. 
pres^ion  to^  aayereal  leag<h  till  he  has  got, 
a  Parliament  tohis  mind,  but  when  he  ht^ 
got  8^K:h  e  PerUam^nt,  his  power  will  then 
be  without  eontroul,  and  by  suhjf^-cting 
multitudes  of  our  people  who  have  yote§ 
at  electjop^  v>  bigb  pains  and  penaitief ,  QF 
to  the  danger  of  being  prosecuted  upon 
penal  statutes,  we  may  render  it  easy  for 
a  man  to  accomplish  this  end,  which,  wb^. 
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methods,  easily  preserved  as  lone  as  he 
pleases ;  for  such  a  parliament  wiU  never 
refuse  to  pass  any  penal  statute  he  thinks 
fit  to  propose. 

No  law  can  be  proposed,  my  Lords,  for 
the  necessity  of  which  some  reasons  may 
not  be  urged;  even  the  most  tyrannical 
laws  have  been  made  un^r  pretence  of 
preventing  or  punishing  some  real  abuse ; 
t>ut  all  wise  nations  have  chosen  to  allow 
an  abuse  to  escape  unpunished,  rather 
than  to  make  such  a  law  as  might  involve 
the  innocent  in  the  same  puni^ment  with 
the  guilty.  In  this  respect  we  have  been 
always  so  cautious,  that,  thoueh  the  inten* 
tion  be  principally  regarded  in  all  crimes, 
yet  we  nave  never  yet  made  a  law  for 
punishing  in  a  severe  manner,  a  bare  in- 
tention, unless  when  accompanied  with 
some  unlawful  action :  Indeed,  if  a  man 
has  committed  any  illegal  action,  our  laws, 
in  some  cases,  allow  his  intention  to  be  en- 
quired into  by  witnesses;  and  circum- 
stances, or  even  words  uttered  by  him, 
may  be  proved,  in  order  to  heighten  his 
punishment ;  but  no  words  can  by  any  of 
.  our  laws  subject  a  man  to  such  a  severe 
pimishment  as  that  in^cted  upon  felony, 
imless  those  words  be  accompanied  with 
some  sort  of  action  which  is  m  itself  un- 
lawful, or  pronoimced  in  such  a  solemn 
and  deliberate  manner  as  to  imply  a  sort  of 
Action ;  and  the  reason  of  this  is  plain,  be- 
cause no  subject  could  be  safe  or  easy,  if 
words  spoken  by  him,  perhaps  at  random, 
or  before  but  one  witness,  could  be  picked 
up,  and  proved  against  him,  in  oraer  to 
convict  him  of  felony ;  for  in  such  a  case 
i#knan's  words  might  often  be  mistaken,  or 
imfairly  related  by  those  that  hear  him, 
and  no  man  could  guard  against  perjury, 
nor  hove  an  opportunity  of  justifying  him- 
self against  a  false  accusation ;  If  ever 
any  such  custom  or  law  should  come  to  be 
established  in'lhis  kingdom,  the  happiness 
and  security  of  our  people  would  be  at  an 
end;  We  might  expect, some  time  or  other, 
to  have  informed  as  numerous  and  fre- 
quent in  our  streets,  and  in  all  our  public 
places,  as  ever  the  *  delatores'  or  informers 
were  abput  Rome\mder  their  most  tyran- 
nical emperors^ 

The  very  cases  mentioned  by  the  noble 
Lords  who  have  spoke  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  evince  what  I  have  said  to 
be  the  standing  maxim  of  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. In  the  case  of  murder,  the  killing  of 
a  man,  which  is  in  itself  an  unlawful  action, 
must  be  prav^d,  and  then  threatening 
irords  or  otber  drcumstancei  may  be 


proved,  m  order  to  shew  that  that  unlaw* 
ful  action  was  committed  with  anintcD- 
tioh  to  murder:  In  an  assault  with  an  in- 
tention to  rob,  or  to  tear  a  person's  doatbs, 
it  is  the  same ;  the  assault  is  in  itself  an 
unlawful  action,, and  the  intention  ii  al* 
iowed  to  be  proved  only  to  a^ravate  tbe 
punishment.  In  treason,  a  consultation  or 
conspiracy  to  murder  the  king  js  a  sort  of 
overt  act,  and  the  manner  howthat  cqnsol- 
tation  was  held  must  be  proved ;  for  it  would 
be  no  sufficient  proof  m  this  case  for  m- 
formers  or  witnesses  to  say,  that  they  bad 
heard  the  prisoner  say  he  intended  to  mur- 
der the  king,  or  that  he  had  had  a  consul- 
tation for  tmit  purpose:  And  the  statute  of 
queen  Elizabeth  cleariy  shews,  how  cau- 
tious we  have  always  been,  not  to  subject 
men  to  any  heavy  punishment  on  accomt 
of  any  words  they  may  unadvisedly  utter; 
for,  before  a  man  can  be  made  liaUe  to  any 
of  the  penalties  of  that  statute,  it  most  be 
proved,  not  only  that  he  maintained,  butAat 
he  advisedly  maintained  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  bishop  of  Rome;  in  whidi  case  the 
manner  ot  his  speaking,  the  {dace  where  be 
spoke,  and  several  other  concomitant  cir- 
cumstances must  be  made  q)near  to  tbe 
court,  in  order  to  shew  that  wnat  the  pri- 
soner said  was  advisedly  said ;  and  inm 
such  a  proof  is  laid  before  any  court,  it 
cannyt  oe  called  a  pvoof  of  words  only, 
but  is  tikewise  a  proof  of  several  &€ts 
which  accompaniea  the  pronooncins  of 
those  words.  So  in  a  late  statute,  where 
words  are  made  criminal,  we  may  see  bow 
cautiously  our  laws  are  in  such  caacs 
penned ;  for  it  is  enacted,-  that  where  any 
person  shall  maliciously  and  directly,  by 
preaching  or  advised  speaking,  affirm,  tb^ 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wwes  haA  any 
title  to  the  crown,  such  person  shaO  in<»r 
a  Praemunire :  in  this  case  likewise  the  in- 
formers or  witnesses  must  give  an  account 
of  the  whole  circu«i|tances  attending  the 
words  spoken,  in  order  to  shew  that  they 
were  maliciously,  directly,  and  advisedly 
spoken;  and  as  a  farther  security  for  tbe 
subject  against  false  i^jKusations,  it  is  by 
the  same  act  provided,  that  no  person 
shall  be  prosecuted  for  words  so  spoken, 
unless  information  be  given  on  cith  m 
three  day?  after  the  words  spoken,  and  die 
person  piosecuted  within  three  montbs 
after  the  information  given :  In  both  these 
cases  therefore,  the  words  made  criminri, 
imply  a  sort  of  action ;  for  several  conco- 
mitant factsmustbeproved,  in  order  tosher 
that  the  words  were  advisedly  ^ken. 
Let  us  now,  my  LordS)  compare  am 
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cases  with  the  case  now  befoi#  us.  The 
words  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  are,  Uiat 
upbn  information  to  be  given  upon  oath, 
before  any  one  or  more  justices  of  the 
jp^ice,  that  any  persons  to  the  number  of 
three  or  more,  are,  or  have  been  assembled 
for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  are 
or  have  been  armed  with  fire-arms  or  other 
offensive  arms  or  weapons,  such  justice 
may  grant  his  warrant,  and  upon  such  per- 
son's being  brought  before  him,  may,  if  he 
upon  due  examination,  finds  cause,  (that 
is,  if  he  thinks  fit,)  comfnit>them  to  the 
next  coun^-jail,  WUbout  bail  or  majn- 
pnze,  till  disdiarged  by  due  course  of  law,^ 
Then  come  the  words  Ar  their  trial  and 
condemnation,  which  are,  thatsuch persons, 
upon  due'  proof  o^^tkieir  being  armed  and 
assembled,  m  order  to  J[>#  aiding  and  assist- 
ing, in  th^  clandestine*  running,  landing, 
rescuing  of  carrying  away  prohibited  or 
uncustomed  goods,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony. 
Do  not  your  lordsmpg  see,  that  in  this  case 
men  are  to  be  committed  for  a  bare  inten- 
tion, without  their  having  deserved  to  be 
brought  into  that  jeopardy  by  any  one  overt 
iHeffU  act  whatsoever  ?  I  shall  ^ant  that 
if  the  justice  understands  the  spirit  of  our 
laws,  and  acts  justly,  he  will  examine  the 
informer  narrowly  as  to  circumstances,  and 
will  not  commit,  unless  the  informer  gives^ 
^ood  reasons  for  saying,  that  those  he  in 
tormed  against  had  such  an  intention ;  but 
the  words  of  this  clause  make  no  such  pre- 
cautions necessary :  we  are  not  now  to  en- 
quire what  the  justice  ou^ht  to  do,  but 
what  lie  may  do,  and  I  will  say,  that,  by 
these  words,  an  information  upon  oath, 
that  such  persons  were  assembled  and  armed 
with  such  an  intention,  without  assigning 
any  reasons,  without  relating  any  circum- 
Btances,  wj}l  b^a  sufficient  autnority  for 
the  commitment,'  will  excuse  the  just^ 
from  all  the  penalties  of  &lse  imprisonment; 
therefore  if  the  justice  has  any  malice 
against  the  peitbns  brought  before  him,  or 
has  a  job  ot  his  own  to  gain  by  it,  or  be  a 
tool  of  those  that  have,  are  we  not  to  sflp- 
pose*thathewill  commit  the  persons  against 
whom  he  has  such  an  information  ?  and 
may  we  not  suppose  that  such  informa-' 
tions  may  be  cooked  up,  and  persons  of 
great  credit  committed,  in  order  to  carry 
an  election  for  members  of  parliament  ? 

Then  as  to  the  trial,  my  Lords,  isnotherea 
man  to  be  tried,  and  brought  into  great  dan- 
ger of  being  condemned,  and  for  no  less  a 
crime  than  felony,  upon  a  bare  intention, 
and  without  his  having  ever  deserved  to  be 


brought  into  such  a  daager  by  any  overt  H* 
legal  act  whatsoever  ?  Can  we  say  that  any 
simject  is  safe,  who  may,  upon  malicious 
information,  which  he  cannot  disprove,  be 
brought  into  such  dan^r?  I  say,  my 
Lor£,  an  information  which  he  caqnot  difr- 
p4l^e,  for  this  will  always  be  the  case.  8tip« 
pose  th(|ee  gentlemen  out  a  shooting,  or 
travelling  upon  the  road  witharms  for  dieir  - 
defence :  suppose  they  meeni  malicifus  or 
an  avaricious  rogue  in  i|fie  fields,  or  upon 
the  highway,  and  ask^jJMm  several  questiqps 
ajbs^t  the  game  in  that  neighbqurnood  or 
abwt  the  roads  ;  n^y  not  that  rogue  go 
before  a  justice  aikPinfonn,  th.^  they  thei>* 
told  him  they  mke  uppn  the  snmggling 
lay,  and  offered  him  ihoney  to  jom  with 
them  ?  I  should  be  gbd  to  know  how  these 
three  gentlemen  oould  disprove  this  infer* 
mation*  I  could  suppese  twenty  such  cases 
without  any  very  fnutful  imagination :  but 
in  this  case,  let  us  suppose  farther,  that 
some  persons  at  a  distance  saw  these  three 

gentlemen  speak  to  this^to^e^  and  wer» 
rought  to  prove  Ihis  circumstance  upon 
the  tnal ;  tha^ia  ship  waa;)then  hovering  upon 
the  coast,  and' some  run  goods  found  con* 
cealed  the  very  next  day  near  the  place : 
wouldi^t  these  circumstances  contribute 
greatly  tf>  tlie  conviction  of  the  gentle- 
men f  vnay»  the  rogue  himself  might  men- 
tion QYcry  one  of  them  in  his  information^ 
in  order  to  convince  an  honest  justice.  My 
Lords,  it  is  a  most  dangerous  situadon  for 
anyHnan  to  have  his'ests^  and  liberty  de- 
pending upon  the  opinion  a- jury  may  con- 
ceive of  his  character,  in  o|jposition  to  the 
oath  of  another  man :  and  m  this  case,  it  is 
more  dangerous  than  any  other;  because 
a  man,^ptherwise  of  the  l>est  of  characters 
and  of  opulent  cjj^^imstances,  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  ^ve  had  an  intention  to  smug* 
glej*  whereas  noi^ury  would  presume  or 
easily  belq^e,  that  such  a  man  could  have 
an  intention  to  rob  upon  the  highway,  or  to 
teai^people's  deaths :  then  with  respect  to 
the'  informer,  if  he  were  a  low,  mean  fel- 
low, no  jury  would  believe  that  any  man 
would  attempt  to  rob  him  upon  the  hi^- 
way,  nor  would  a  jury  easily  presume  tnat 
a  man  of  ^ood  circumstances  would  impart 
to  him  his  intention  relating  to  any  other 
crime ;  but  in  smuggling,  men  of  the  best 
circumstances  oflen  employ  mean  fellows, 
and  therefore  a  jury  may  the  more  easily 
presume,  that  such  a  fellow  was  in  that 
case  privy  to  the  design  of  the  nchest  man 
in  the  kmgdom.  Thus  your  Lordsliips 
may  see  what  dangers,  what  undeserved 
dangers,  the  best  of  the  King's  subjecu 
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iBMiy  be  brought  into  by  thk  ofattite ;  tnd 
here  are  none  of  those  cautionafy  vonb, 
Bone  of  tliose  cautionary  provisoes,  which 
are  in  any  ot  our  penal  staitutes  relating  to 
words:  if  aman's  intention  tosmuggle  is  tobe 
taken  from  words  spoken  by  him,  it  is  not 
Ba^ide  necessary  to  prove  that  those  woids 
were  directly  or  advisedly  spoken ;  nor  is 
there  any  limitation,  as  to  the  time  when  the 
infonnation  istobemade,orthepro8eeution 
commenced  :  An  accusation  may  be  con* 
tnved,  and  witnesses  prepared  tdprove,  that 
a  man  had  such  an  mtention  at  a  certain 
ti^Eie  ten  years  beforo ;  in  which  case  it 
will  be  impossible  for  him  to  remember, 
PMch  more  to  prove,  where  he  was,  with 
wliom  he  was,  what  he  was  ..doing,  or  any 
other  circumstance  that  can  contribute  to 
fass  vindication. 

I  hope  I  have  set  Ais  demgev  m  so  dear 
a  light,  that  vour  lordships  will  think  it  a 
danger,  to^  which  ijtk%  po(^»le  of  this  king- 
ANA  ought  not  to  be  exposed,  to  the  sake 
cf  eoUeeting  any  duty  they  luiv«  now  die 
Misfortune  to  laoeur  under,  even  th4Migh 
in^ENrmers  were  not  to  Ito  eiieouraged  by 
any  reward,  either  promised  op  ^ipecteo  t 
There  are  nMM^y  eauses,  ftroqi  whence  iilse 
accusations  may  arise,  besides  rewards  is 
BMMiey :  Privato  malice,  prifvate  law-suits, 
contests  about  elections  of  any  kiad,  and 
that  which  is  the  most  dangerous  of  aM, 
the  spleen  of  a  minister  agaiast  those  who 
oppose  him  strenuously  in  the  wont  ol^his 
measinres,  may  propagate  Mm-  intema- 
tkms,  when  it  is  made  so  easy  to  c^atriv^ 
them,  so  as  to  render  it  impossiU&to  ooa- 
▼ict  the  infiiMrmer  of  perjury,  ov  to  sue  a 
ted  of  a  justice  for  foise  impfiMNmwnt; 
and  when  men  are  exposed  to  such  dan- 
geft,  when  men  are  by  law  made  liable  to 
such  fsdse  and  vexatious  mfovmations  at 
the  suk  of  the  erowp,  you  caaaot  expect 
Aat  any  privato  naan  will  act  bokUy  and 
strenuous^,  In  any  election  fot  monben 
ef  FarKament, .  against  that  whieh  k  bow 
oaNed,  aiMi  may  sometime  hereafter  be 
properly  toiA  truly  catted  the  Court  In- 
tei^st :  But  this  danger,  eveat  as  it  is,  is 
greatly  enhanced  by  ^  fellowiag  clauses, 
which  pledge  the  public  ^th,  ai^d  give  to 
every  informer,  who  shatl  be  so  cunning 
as  to  convict  his  man,  a  titl^  by  act  w 
Farliament  to  a  reward  of  SM'  Wf  e«enr 
912^  he  shall  so  convict.  Such  DswaMK 
are  in  aM  cases  dangevous :  we  ha¥e  al- 
ready had  instances  dT  false  informations 
made  for  the  8ak«  of  the  pewasd,  in  the 
case  of  robb«y ,  wheva  it  is  very  difficult 
to  set  up  any  such  presoculioa  f  sQpae  bane 


been  akeady  disoovered,  but  we  srtiiot 

sure  that  all  such  have*  If  there  wire  so 
diference  b^ween  areward.aKpected,  aad 
a  reward  promised,  there  would  never  bt 
an  occasion  to  promise  any  sudi  thmg; 
but  in  either  case,  I  say,  a  reward  i«  of 
the  most  dangerous  consequence,  whea 
promised  to,  or  expected  by  a  man,  who 
IS  to  be  a^iLevidence  against  the  piisoner, 
uid  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  reward  un- 
less the  prisoner  be  convicted ;  therefgrt 
such  rewards  ought  ^either  to  be  wo- 
mised  nor  given,  but  upon  very  exthmi- 
nary  occasions ;  and  in  every  case,  where 
the  witness  does  but  expect  a  reward, 
either  upon  the  acquittal  or  condeswntioi 
of  the  prisoner,  it  i»  certainly,  ^  all  the 
lavs  in  the  world,  a  good  reason  for  grnog 
no  credit  to  his  testimony. 

Whether  a  man,  who  mav  be  osmmitted 
by  virtue  of  this  dause,  wul  be  int^to 
his  Habeas  Coipua,  is  whati  shall  not  bow 
enquire  into,  smce  it  seems  to  be  agreed 
to  add  a  saving  clause ;  but  csn  it  he 
thought  that  it  is  no  hardship  uppa  a  nai 
to  lie  in  jail,  till  he  can  be  relieved  by  the 
Court  of  King's-bendi,  which  may,  when 
he  is  at  a  great  distance  from  Loadoa,  be 
above  two  months ;  and  yet  not  to  have  it 
any  way  in  his  power  to  punish  the  justice 
who  committed  him  without  a  just  caiae, 
nor  the  informer  who  swore  fiJaiy  against 
him  ?  therefore,  I  hope  veur  locdabiptwill 
ntit  think  that  a  saving  dbnse,  with  reipect 
to  bail,  will  be  sufficieat  to  guard  tte  sub- 
ject, against  the  injuries  that  may  bs  done 
them,  by  ni^ans  of  this  dause,  should  it 
pass  into  a  law. 

From  what  I  have  said,  my  l^^  ^ 
think  it  is  now  evident,  that  if  due  biO 
nasses  into  a  law,  it  will  be  daogeioos 
for  any  man  in  the  Idagdom  to  trsyd  wi^ 
arms ;  and  thevefore  it  naav,  as  was  saidis 
t^e  beginning  of  the  dmte,  be  yu^ 
called  a  Bill  for  disarming  the  peopis  « 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  preserve  thfli 
Hbevties,  and  make  them  pay  tteir  taioa 
I  hope  it  neyep  will,  but  it  cectsialy  vm^ 
be  inade  a  precedent  for  SRick  saolJiechil^ 
with  regard  to  treasonable  piarticss;  tiw 
haoe  I  must  take  noticse,  Aat  if  SP  hrfv- 
matioB  were  given  upon  Qatb  te  a  joeoot^ 
that  a  BMP  hadarm^hhnsdbfiacsteto 
assist  ta  treasanahle  practices,  it  wiiiM  bs 
the  dute  of  a  jastiiv  to  imviiia  n^^ 
aftk;  butunksa  itappnsssa  bytha^ 
of  soBM  nevson  or  othei^  tbst  ^^ 
had  aetoaliy  committed,  or  wts  SHspscled 
ta  ha«a  actually  oospmittod^  soaaeaMtn 
tieasQaabb  piafitioet  tba  juatka  ooahl  Mt 
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^onifldLltiitt^  Ar  i^  oar  fann^  as  OkIlj 
ttyiid^  Xff«B6iit)  *d«m  is  no  saoh  thisg  as 
^mmg  tiie  peace  in  cases  of  high  trea^ 
•on ;  atid  therefore  upon  great  and  6m^ 
^gQirous  cMiergencieiy  there  is  alwfrf s^a  teni»- 
|>oiiuy  IttW  pass^y  for  enabling  Ins  Ma- 
jesty to  aetture  those  persons  he«hi^;gus* 
pfect  to  be  conspiring  against  him/ 

Willi  regard  to  tm  oBen^es  intended  to 
lie 'Corrected  by  this  bill,  I  must  ^link  that 
^le  pumfament  inflicted  upon  the  first  is 
severe  enough  for  the  last:  I  shall  gMit 
that  a  num  who  is  ^^onvicted  of  having 
actually  been  aiding  or  assisting  in-ithe 
running  or  rescuing  any  prohibit^  or  un« 
euBtomed  eoods,  and  wa/anned  for  that 
irarpose,  &serves  to  be  made  ^ilty  o£ 


liillt  have  be^  made  for  diMft»  As  to  tile 
daase  for  makiag  smag^ers  of  aU  thos^ 
who  flludl  be  found  passkie  with  tnore  thoii 
si3^  pounds  of  te||,  five  eamns  of  apirits^  or 
sol.  worth  of  finy  t&er  foreigti  gooda» 
without  a  permit,  or  wi^otffe  having  pait 
Ihe  duty;  if  it  be  designed  only  as  aa 
amendment  of  a  former  kw,  it  deari|r 
shews  how  fast  we  improve  in  itfndorim 
tnnr  laws  severe,  wbitrary,  and  dangeroua. 
^The  law  hiice  referred  to  is,  I  suppose^ 
that  j|iidi  was  paqjed  in  the  8th  w  hm 
late  Majesty's  reign,  by  whi<^  it  is,  amonf 
other  things  enacted,  lliat  all  persons  pass- 
ing, knofmigly'and  wittingly,  with  anjf 
foreimi  goods,  Imded  from  any  ^p,  with- 
out  due  entry,  and  payment  of  the  duties^ 


felony^  and    transported ;   but  I  cannot#in  theu^  custody,  within  fiO  miles  ef  our 


think  the  iitentionito  smuggle  widi  an 
armed  force,  ought  to'.be  subjected  to  the 
same  punishment  with  the  crime  itself, 
espedally  when  that  intention  is  not  mani- 
fested by  any  one  illegal  act.  An  intention 
to  commit  felony,  b  ^Idom  or  ever  equally 
fRmMl^  with  the  crime  itsdf ;  even  in 
the  late  act  against  robbery,  an  asrauh 
with  intention  to  rob,  is  not  made  Hable  to 
die  same  punishment,  as  if  the  robbery 
had  been  actually  committed,  though  m 
intention  be  manifedfed  bf  an  overt  ille^ 
gal  act.  And  though  the  smug^erf  ma^ 
perhnps  be  as  loth  to  part  with  a  disci- 
plined eang,  as  we  are  to  part  w^  a  dis- 
cipline regiment;  yet  I  shall  never  be 
ftr  declaring  any  one  of  my  coimtrymen 
fhaytyof  folony,  upon  a  suspicion,  or  even 
oie  Nearest  proof,  that  he  intended  only 
to  be  oneofthatgang,  but  had  nGpi%r  been 
engaged  in  any  action,  so  &r  as  was  ns^e 
appett-  to  me ;  I  think  it  is  time  enough 
to  do  tiis,  when  he  is  j>roved  to  be  a  vete- 
ran, by  having  been  at  least  once  in  ac- 
tion ;  and  as  the  sending  them  foi^  aWnth 
t6  a  correction-housof  will  prevent  their 
executing  thdir  intention  at  least  for  tjiat 
time,  and  as  this  may  be  repeated  by  the 
ddigence  of  the  officers  ana  magistrates, 
-as  often  ^  ^y  form  any  such  new  inten- 
•tion,  1  htfpe,4t  will  be  in  a  mat  measure 
effectual ;  therefore,  I  afn  for  making  it 
Hie  only  pumslnBent ;  fbr  though  I  am 
-Hgiynlft  smuggling  as  much  as  any  lord  in 
l£»  House,  yet  J  have  sudi  a  tender  re- 
^rd  for  my  countrymen,  that  I  cannot 
^igree  to  subject  the  innocent  to  great  and 
'^iMrvoidable  ^singers  for  the  «aKe  of  pu- 
idiihing'the  g«i^y. 

Now,  my  hm^y  with''**egard  cfl  the 
'#tfier  claiises  db^edted  to,  give  me  leave  to 
make  oome  ^toervitioiM^iTon  the  <kxmms 


coasts,  and  diall  be  more  th|n  five  in  com^ 
pany,  or  shall  carry  any  ofi^nsive  arms,  olr 
wear  any  vizard,  or  otner  disguise,  when 
passing  with  such  goods ;  or  shall  forctbly 
ninder  the  officers  'in  seizing  them,  shau 
be  guilty  of  fi^ony,  and  be  transported : 
>'This  law  is,  and  was  at  the  time  of  passing, 
deemed  a  severe  law ;  but  let  us  examine 
the  provisions  here  made,  for  the  securitrr 
of  the  innocent  si^ect :  It  must  be  proved, 
that  the  parson  accuse4»  was  passing  widi 
such  gq<>as,  knowingly  and  wittingly,  that 
is,  "^it  itjhst  be  pro^d,  not  only  that  the 
ffpods  taken  in  his  custody  were  run  goods, 
fldt  that  he  knew  them  to  be  run  goods, 
and  it  must  be  expressly  proved  that  the 
goods  were  in»  his  custody :  It  must  be 
praved,  I  say,  that  the  goods  taken  in  hia 
custody,  were  actually  run  firOm  some  ship, 
-without  due  entry  and  payment  of  the 
duties ;  and  it  must  be  proved,  that  they 
were  seised  within  20  miles  of  the  sea 
coast,  and  not  in  any  inland  part  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  farther  it  must  foe  proved, 
that  the  person  was  actiially  passing  from 
some  sea  coast,  and  not^fi-om  one  mland 
town  to  attother. 

These  are  smah  proofe,  my  Lords,  as,  it 
cannot  be  siqyposed,  could  be  made  agiunst 
an  innocent  man ;  but  every  one  of  these 
safe-^guords  for  innocence,  is  by  this 
amending  and  improving  clause  left  out ; 
for  by  thw  new  danse  if  a  gentleman  with 
pistols  before  him  be  found  riding,  almoil 
m  any  part  of  England,  in  company  with 
another  man,  vrho  has  got  seveii  pounds  of 
tea,  or  80  guineas-worth  of  lace  in  his 
cloak-bag,  and  who  cannot  prove  that  the 
tea  or  lace  was  duly  entered,  and  the  du- 
ties regukiriy  paid,  that  gentleman,  be  he 
what  hie  will,  is  avsmuggler,  and  guihy  of 
fofamy,  wiii)inthe  ff«rds  of  this  new  dause. 
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though  he  did  not  so  much  as  know  ihat 
his  compaidon  had  any  goods  or  merchan- 
dize in  his  custody.  The  officer  who 
seizes  and  prosecutesi  has  no  occasion  to 
prove  that  the  goods  were  in  the  gentle- 
man's custody,  or  that  he  knew  any  diing 
of  such  goods  being  in  his  companion's 
custody :  the  officer  has  no  occasion  to 
prove  that  the  goods  were  actually  run ; 
but  the  gentleman  must  prove  that  the 
Muties  were  paid,  which  will  in  all  such 
cases  be  impossible  for  him  to  do,  nay 
though  his  companion  were  really  an  honest 
man,  it  may  be  impossible  even  for  him  to 

Srove  that  the  goods  were  entered  and  the 
uties  paid ;  for  if  he  bought  them  from  a 
shopkeeper,  who  was  a  smuggler,  that 
shopkeeper  would  certainly  deny  that  he 
sold  any  such  goods :  and  lastly  the  officetc 
has  no  occasion  to  prove,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  passing  from  any  sea-coast,  or 

P  that  the  goods  were  seized  within  twenty 
miles -of  ^y  sea-coast;  if  the  gentleman 
"was  onH'^  passing  from  one  inland  town 
to  anotner,  but  unluckily  happened  to  be 
within  five  miles  of  any  navigable  river, 
which  includes  itiany  inland, parts  of  Eng- 
land, when  the  goods  were  seized,  he 
^hereby  forfeits  his  estate  and  liberty,  and 
even  exposes  his  life  to  great  danger ;  for  it 
is  not  quite  so  safe,  with  respect  to  a  man's 
health,  to  travel  to  any  part  of  the  West- 
Indies  as  to  travel  to  Montpelier  or  Naples; 
and  when  a  man  has  forteited  his  estate, 
without  making  any  provision  before-hand,- 
whi<^  an  innocent  man  will  never  thmk 
of,  itis  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  can 
hav^j^he  conveniences  necessary  for  pre- 
'flcr\'inghi8  health  in  his  travels. 

With  regard  to  the  clause  relating  to  as- 
saults upon  officers,  I  must  stilf  look  upon 
it,  my  Lords,  as  a  most  extraordinary,  and 
a  most  dangerous  clause,  notwithstanding 
the  excuse  made  for  it :  because  it  is  not 
'  confined  to  assaults  made  by  smugglers 
upon  officers,  or  to  assaults  made  upon  offi- 
cers, in  the  execution  of  their  office ;  but 
itis  a  most  general  clause,  and  compre- 
hends every  quarrel  or  combat  that  shall' 
happen,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  place,  be- 
tweeatoy  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
any  one  of  his  Ma|§sty's  custom-house  or 
excise  officers ;  aim  it  will  certainly  en- 

^ '  courage  those  officers  to  provoke  people  to 
Assault  them,  in  order  that  they  may  firom 
thence  have  an  o{)portunity  toextort  money 
and  raise  contrioutions  upon  those  they 
have  so  provoked.  Then  again,  the  cause*^ 
assigned  for  gf  andag  such  a  privilege  to 
officers^  is  founded  upon  a  presumption, 


irhlch  neither  can  nor  otigbt  to  be  pM* 
siimed :  to '  presume  that  a  coun^  or  a 
jury,  will  not  do  justice,  may  be  made  a 
foundation  for  extending  this  privilege  to 
all  actions  and  prosecutions  that  shall 
be  brought  against,  as  well  as  to  all  that 
shallbe  commenced  by  any  of  his  Mi^esty's 
officers ;  and  thus  I  do  not  know,  but  we 
may  at  last  go  so  far  as  to  have  all  sudi 
actions  and  prosecutions  determitted  before 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs  or  ex- 
cise, and  them  only.  ^  Principiis  obsta'  is 
a  gobd  rule  in  all  cases,  and  I  think  there 
is  a  necessity  for  observing  it  in  this.  The 
other  clause,  with  respect  to  bail,  is  es- 
tablished uponthesame  wrong  founidatioii, 
and  is  an  alteration  of  the  conunon  law, 
which  may  be  of  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequence ;  for  we  know  how  f^t  justices 
6f  nestfie  niay  be  made  to  favour  officers, 
ana  to  jud^^e  that  they  are  within  this  d^ise 
even  when  they  have  committed  the  most 
cruel  murders. 

As  to  our  trade,  my  Lords,  I  wiU  aver, 
that  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world  where 
merchants  are  subjected  to  so  many 
burdens,  dangers,  and  inconveniences 
upon  import  and  export,  or  where  the  laws 
relating  to  trade,  foreign  and  domestic, 
are  so  voluminous  and  incomprehensible  as 
they  are  in  this ;  and  if  we  go  oa  at  the 
same  rate,  a  ci^tain  of  a^p  will  at  last  be 
obligedalmost  to  load  his  ship  with  acts  of 
par&ment,  before  he  canbe  fully  apprized 
of  all  the  duties  he  must  pay,  and  all  the  di- 
rections he  must  observe,  withre^pect  to  die 
impibrtation  and  exportation  of  his  goods. 
I  wish  we  would  consider  this  while  we  hare 
some  trade  remaining ;  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  considered  by  this  BiD; 
for  it  will  certainly  be  a  XFeot  inconveni- 
ence to  a  master  of  a  ship  to  have  his 
hatches  opened,  his  cabin  and  his  ship 
between  decks  rummaged,  and  all  the 
boxes  and  bales  that  may  be  there  turned 
topi^-turvy,  where  he  is  lying  at  anchiff 
within  What  may  be  called  fhe  limits  of  a 
port,  waiting  for  a  calm  sea  auod  a  fair  wind. 
The  avoiding  of  this  inconvenience  will 
make  masters  keep  their  ^ips  out  at  sea 
in  a  storm,  when  they  might  safely  come  to 
an  anchor  within  the  limits  of  some  port, 
and  may  consequently  prove  the  loss  of 
many  a  British  ship :  ana  to  {M*etend,  that 
officers  will  never  run  the  risque  of  exact- 
ing illegal  fees  or  perquisites,  or  that  sodi 
officers  will  always  be  dismissed,  is  pretend- 
i|{^tothat  which  is  contradicted  by  daily 
experience;  for  wherever  there  is  aar 
such  opportunity  given,  we  find  it  is  tt- 
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Thus,  hiy  Lorda,  I  ^ink  I  have  shewfl, 
ttat  etenr  one  of  the  excuses  tnetde  for  the 
^iftiises  objected  to  is  without  an j  founda- 
tion ;  and  as  the  BiU  in  general  is  of  amost 
Auigerous  natm^^  it  oi:^^  I  think,  to  be 
delayed  tiH  another  jeaf.  In  this  there 
can  he  no  danger ;  fdt  no  tiian  can  depend 
Upon  sudi  a  Bill's  pEMsing  even  in  the  next 
session,  n6t  Cftd  any  man  depend  upon 
that  Bill's  MntainiPig  such  an  indemnity  as 
this  does ;  and  i^  would  be  #^^tfus  to 
imagine,  that  Mich  an  indemnity,  to  be 
iS^ea  passed,  Would  be  then  gifted  for  afi 
iim^lmg  Crinies  to  be  conimitted  before 
Hie  i7th  6f  April  next;  therefore  no  man 
ten  by  such  Hopes  be  induced  to  engi^ 
In  the  mem  thne,  in  any  smuggling  prac- 
tices. 

To  imagk^  that  die  latter  |»art  of  this 
m  is  any  sort  of  consideralion  fbr  that 
indemnity  which  is  granted  by  the  first, 
la,  in  my  opinion,  notcondstent  with  that 
l^^peCt  whieh  is  due  to  his  Majevty ;  for 
ito  act  of  grace  or  mercy  Which  proceeds 
IW>m  the  croWn  ought  to  be  presumed  to 
flow  ftom  the  expectation  of  any  tbIui^Ic 
c5dnsiderataon,  but  from  hiii  Majesty's  wis*- 
dom  and  goodness  otity  t  therefbm  ^ 
latteir  past  may  be  mad«  nemperttt^ ,  with- 
out  doing  any  injastiCe  to  the  ctown:  And 
if  we  were  tof  lo^  upon  the  tecond  part 
ibi  a  considefation  for  the  firsl^  as  H  stands 
tit  present,  I  must  think  it  a  consideration 
of  a  ralue  by  much  toq  con^erable;  fbt 
'  Imposing  the  eonititutidn  to  danger,  or  the 
innocent  to  sufier,  if  it  were  bot  for  one 
year,  is,  in  my  option,  too  vakiiMe  a  con- 
Hideration  to  be  giyen  for  an  indemnity  to 
nil  the  rogues  in  the  kingdom. 

As  for  the  fears  which  haVi*  been  ex- 
pressed, that  any  amendmeiiCi)  we  may 
make  inay  prove  the  loss  of  the  Bin  fyt 
this  session  at  least,  then^  canilot  be  the 
kaM  ground iW  them;  fot  sui^ly  w«may 
Make  what  amen^bittits  we  please  to  any 
§tt  of  indemntty ;  and  if  the  latter  paf  t  of 
the  BiH  be  (^  th«  nature  of  &to6€  Bffls, 
lil^hidi  it  is  pj^etended  w^  cannot  amend, 
k  d(igkt  to  hate  been  ly^^  separate  Bin, 
it  ought  hot  to  have  bdln%ckedt<l  a  Bill 
of  IiWlemnitf ;  therefore,  my  Lords,  in 
iM'der  t<y  put  an  en^  to  such  pretences,  or ' 
Itt  least  t&  such  practices,  we  Ought,  1 
ftink,  to  make  as  many  amendmenta  as 
we  can  possibly  find  any  the  least  oecasliOR 
for.  * 

An  the  A«Qend«n<?ntamade  in  th^  cOm- 
iilitte6  were  disagtAed  to^  Iheii  )tkt  Chxuti 
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notr  standing  in  the  act,  relating  to  the 
court  of  King's-bench  H^A  court  of  jus- 
ticiary, was  proposed  to  be  added,  which 
was  agreed  to;  and  on  the  9th,  the  BiH 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed^  ufoi\  a  ' 
division^  Contents,  present  89,  Proxies  18, 
in  all  54.  Not  ContfentS,  present  $9, 
Pt^xles,  14,  in  aU  46.. 

Proi^H  agaitUtpoBHt^iheBiUjo  prevent 
Smuggling.^     Whereupon  the   fbllo|ring 
IVotest  was  entered,  vi».        ^ 
«  Dissentient,  y    '  . 

**  1.  Because  liome  parti  of  this  BiU  teth 
so  repugnant  tn  the  laws  and  constitutions 
of  tms  kingdom  (as  we  apprehend)  that 
we  could  notgi  consistently  With  the  rules 
of  reason  and  justice.  Concur  in  the  pass- 
ins  of  it :  the  substance  ei^  one  clause  in 
thiA  Byibemg  to  this  eS^ct,  viz.  *  That 
upon  information  before  a  justice  oipesfe^ 
that  any  persons,  to  the  number  oi  three 
or  more,  Who  are  or  have  been,  after  thd 
24th  day  of  June,  1736,  aitoed  with  fir6* 
arms,  or  other  offensive  wei^ns,  with  in^ 
tent  to  run  goods,  such  justice  shaU  and 
grant  a  warrant  to  a  constable  toap<- 

Eend  such  persons ;  and  if  such  justice 
cause,  upon  examination,  he  shall  - 
and  may  commit  them  to  the  next  county 
gaol,  there  to  remain  without  bml  or  main« 
mee,  until  discharged  by  due  course  of 
law;  or, upon convictionjr ihey  are  to  be 
adjudged  guilty  ,of  felony.'  Now  as  this 
Bui  is  to  create  a  new  kind  of  felony, 
without  limitation  of  time  <m:  place,  upon 

grinciples  unknown  to  our  1^,  we^amrot 
ut  thmk  it  should  be  made  so  plain  and 
clear,  that  the  judges  in  WestrnQister-halt 
might  determine  upon  it,  without  doubts 
or  difficulties :  But  we  conc^e,  as  this^ 
BiU  now  stands,  many  doubts  my  arise  as 
to  the  corastruction  of  it. 

*^.  Because  we  do  not  know  of  any 
one  act  in  the  statute-book,  jvhereby  it  is 
put  in  the  power  of  a  single  justice  ci  the 
peace  to  commit  pej^ons.  without  bail  ot 
maiiiprize,  upon  abareinformation,lwith* 
out  any  proof.    AiA  miOugb  t^e  j^ouse    . 
found  It  necesiElaiiy  to  repeal  sc^  much  of  • 
the  clause  aloresaid,  as  allows  the  ^ticea  -    ^ 
to  commit  without  bail  or.-mainpnze,  by 
adding  a  rider,  <  to  empower  tha  eovirtm 
King's^benehto  g^t  lail  to  p0n^  so 
committed^  wecaiinot^of%)h«ion,  thai 
the  oibieetionaf  to  the  B&l  Were'  renuived, 
wnce  {hate'owef  of  imj^risonment  sfiU  r^  " 
mains  in  die  hands  of  ajSingte  jostice  of 
fl^peac^f^^Hponabeffe  information  of  all 
intent  t^  tttagfro^f  i^ithoul  ai^  Oted 
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•Act  to  ptove  that  intentionythan  what  may 
be  a  common  ayi  ionocent  circumstancey 
viz.  The  riding  three  or  more  in  companj 
Vith  usiial  arms,  and  no  limitation  bxMd 
either  fo^^me  or  place* 

S.  Because  this  Bill  was  altered  in  the 
committee,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
all  the  Lords  presen^^  and  those  alterations 
were  disagree^to  upon  the  report^  with- 
out sufficient  grounds,  as  we  conceive: 
And  as  two  noble  and  learned  Lords,  who 
nfeside  in  tiie  two  greatest  courts  of  the 
Kingdom,  «he9fed  by  the  strong^  argu* 
ments,  ihat  tKe  Bill,  as  it  now  staiiids,  may 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  our  fellow- 
«ubjeots,  we  could  not  agree  to  the'passing 
of  It,  however  expedient  or  necessary  it 
may^  supposed  in  other  respects,  b^^ipg 
Ailly  persuaded  it  would  have  be^^  better 
to  have  left  this  matter  to  the  laws  now  in 
b^jki^  (already  very  severe)   and  to  the 
consideration  of  a  fiiture  session  of  par* 
liament,  than  to  constitute  a  precedent  of 
auch  dangerous  consequence,  and  to  enact 
a  law,  which,  as  we  fear,  may  be  attended 
with  perpetual  grievances,  injustice  and 
oppression. {Signed)  Fdey,  Warring- 
ton, Strafibrd,  Mon^oy,  Coventry, 
Northampton,    Shansbury,    Wey- 
mouth, Beaufort,  Bolton,  Cobham, 
Thanet,    Oxford   and    Mortimer, 
Litchfield,   Bathurst,    Winchelsea 
%  and  Nottinghair.^' 

IJie  Speakers  in  the  several  debates 
which  happened  in  the  House  of  Lord^  on 
occasion  of4j(hTs*Bill,  were  as  follow: 
AgainA  the  BUI,  or  for  the  Amendments, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  lord  Hardwick, 
the  lord  Carteret,  the  lord  Bathurst,  and 
^he  earl  of  Strafford.  Those  who  spoke  for 
the  Bill,  Mid  against  the  Amendments, 
were  the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  carl  of  Bay, 
the  earl  of  Chohnondeley,  and  the  Jord 
Hervey.  *  * 

May^20.  The  said  Bill  wai' returned  to 
the  Commons,  when  ^y  took  into  consi- 
deratifti  an  Anilmdment  made  by  thc^ 
Lor^T;  and  the  idldl^ Amendment  bemg 
twice^e^,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the 
Hou4^  That  ,wlien  any  thing  occurred 
which  miglil  dny  way  look  Hke  an  incroach- 
inent  upQu  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
hi  thipgbt  it  was  liis  duty  to  lay  the  case 
impftraapy  jii^ore^heniy  and  then  to  leave 
the  House  to  do  i#  it  as  they  diould  think 
fit:  that  in '^  bills  by  whichtf|iy^tax or 
^uty  was  tabe  ii^osedf  upon  ijie  subject, 
it  was  the  lindoubted  privilege  pf  th^t 
^Qmi0i  ,and  they  bad  always  insisted  upon 


DebaU  in  the  OommMUr  '  flSfB 

it,  that  the  other  House  should  not  make 
any  the  least  amendment  to  any  such  \jSSLi 
but  were  in  all  such  cases  either  Uv  pass 
the  Bill  without  any  amendment,  or  to  rfr^ 
ject  it  if  they  thought  fit ;  that  as  the  taxes 
and  duties  granted  by  that  House,  couU 
not  b^  raised  or  collected  without  prescrflir 
ing  proper  and  effectual  methods  for  that 
purpose,  therefore  in  all  biOs  for  imposing 
any  tax  or  duty  upon  the  subject^  certain 
methods  had  been  prescribed  for  efec* 
tually  raising  that  tax  or  duty ;  and  if  tha 
methods  prescribed  should  fdlerwards  bj 
experience  be  found  ine&ctual,  new 
m^ods  had  always  been  contrnred,  and 
proper  bills  passed  for  establishing  those 
new  methods ;  whfch  last  sort  of  bills  had 
generally  been  looked  on  as  appendixes  tp 
the  first  bill  by  which  the  tax  or  duty  was 
granted;  therefore  such  bills  were  looked 
upon  as  biUs  of  the  same  nature  with  the 
first,  and  consequently  that  House  had 
generally  insisted  upon  it,  tlat  the  other 
House  could  not  make  any  amendment 
to  this  last'  sort  of  biUs,  no  nun^e  than 
they  could  have  done  to  the  bill  by  t 
which  the  tax  or  duty  was  granted :  tbit 
as  the  bill  then  before  them  was  for  enfon> 
ing  the  laws  .made  for  securing  the  reve* 
nues  of  customs  and  excise,  it  was  properly 
to  be  considered  as  an  append^  to  this 
laws  by  which  those  revenues  were  origi* 
mdly  established;  and  ai  the  other  House 
had  made  an  amendment  toit,  be  did  not 
know .  but  Uieir  making  an  amendment  to 
such.a  bill,  might  be  lodLcd  on  as  some  sod 
of  incroachment  u{^on  che  privileges  of  tha| 
House ;  for  which  reason  ne  thought  it  his 
duty  to  state  the  case  to  them,  berore  they  ' 
proceeded  to  take  the  amendment  into 
their  consideration :  that  he  had  searched 
the  Journals  of  the  House  for  cas^  of  the 
same  nature,  and  would  read  such  of  them 
as  he  thought  most  iqpplicable  to  the  case 
then  before  them. 

Upon  this,  several  Journals  of  the  House 
were  read,  relating  to  amendments  made 
by  the  Lords  to  Sf  oney-bills»  or  bills  of 
the  same  nature :  the  reading  these  Jour* 
nals  occasioned  a  debate  in  Uie  House  ia 
relation  to  th«ir  privil^^ :  But  at  i|ist  the 
question  was  s^u^for  agreeing  to  the 
amendment^  which  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
'nuitive;  aiibd  Mr.  Willfi«  was  ordmd  to 
carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords,  and  sifi^uaint 
them,  that  the  House  had  agreed  to  the 
aoDBendment* 

DabaUintheCommo9»eMaBSlJbr*g'  ^ 
^amng  th«  Bribery  da.']    May  II.  A 
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notion  Was  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Arthur 
Herbert^  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  fill)  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  so  much  of  an  act  made 
in  the  2nd  year  of  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  intitled,  *  An  act  for  the  more  eflec- 
tufu  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
the  election  ofmembers  to  serve  in  parlia^ 
tnenty'  as  relates  to  the  commencing  and 
carrying  on  of  prosecutions  grounded  upon 
tiie  said  act;  whicl^  was  granted  accord- 
ingly, and  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr. 
Knight  and  Mr.  More,  were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same :  accord- 
nig^  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  presented 
to  the  House  the  same  day,  and  read  a 
first  time. 

*  The  reason  assigned  for  bringing  in  this 
Bill,  was.  That  by  a  clause  m  the  above  act 
it  is  enacted,  *  That  no  person  shall  be 
<  made  liable  to  any  incapacity  or  penalty 

*  hy  the  said  act  imposed,  unless  prosecu- 

*  tion  be  commenced  within  two  years  af- 

*  ter  the  crime  committed,  nor  in  case  of 
^  prosecution  within  that  time,  unless  the 

*  same  be  carried  without  wilful  delay:' 
but  this  limitation  was  not  sufficiently  nifl 
and  explicit,  because  the  suing  out  ci  an 
original  was  a  commencement  of  a  prose- 
cution, which  mightlie  donewithout  letting 
^e  party  prosecuted  know  that  aaiysuch 
prosecution  was  commenced;  and  the  limi- 
ti^on  being  sav«^  by  the  su^  out  an 
original  in  this^  pivate  manner,  prosecu- 
tions upon  that  act  might  be  depending 
priratdy  against  men  for  many  years  after 
the  supposed  offences,  which  would  be  of 
the  most  dangero^st  consequence,  and 
therefore  it  was  necesssury  to^iftiag  in  a 
sbort  Bill  for  explaining  and  amending  t^t 
dause,  so  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  give 
the  puty  inrosecuted  notice  of  the  prose- 
cution witnin  the  two  years. 

After  the  second  reading  <^diis  bill  the 
next  day,  sJE^hn  Hind  Cotton  took  no- 
tice. That  upon  a  serious  attention  to  that 
bill,  he  was  aot  at<dR  surprized  to  see  it 
brought  in  so  late  in  the  session,  and  passed 
in  such  a  hurry ;  for  as  it  was  drawn  up 
with  a  retrospect,  it  was  really  an  act  of 
mdemnity  for^Jpiibost  all  the  bribery  and 
corruption  men  might  have  been  guOty  of 
at  the  last  general  elections  for  members 
of  parlianiCnt,  and  might  very  probably 
be  an  injury  to  several  private  men,  who 
had  already  done  all  that  was  made  neces- 
sary by  that  act  for  intitling  themselves  to 
carry  on  prosecutions  against  ofenders ; 
far  as  the  two  years  since  the  former  elec- 
tion were  then  just  expirii^,  if  a  ^aatle- 
had  just  sued  out  forty  ongmak 


aglunst  forty  different  offenders,  and  had 
thereby  intitled  himself  to  proceed  against 
them  at  his  own  convenient^,  he  would  be 
intirely  disappointed,  and  lose  the  whole 
expence  he  had  been  at ;  because  the  two 
years  would  very  probably  be  expired  be- 
fore he  could  hetac  of  this  act,  and  then  it 
would  by  ^is  new  act  be  past  the  time  for 
serving  even^  those  very  oneinals,  which  he 
had  regularly  sued  out  in  the  terms  <^  the 
former  act ;  therefore  he  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  |)re- 
vent  its  having  a  vetrespeot,  or  doing  an 
injury  to  any  gentleman  who  had  been 
guilty  of  no  wilful  delay  or  omission,  as  the 
bkw  then  stood ;  for  it  was  very  probable 
l^iat  a  great  number  of  originals  had  been 
sued  out,  but  not  served  or  prosecuted, 
because  the  prosecutors  would  m  common 
prudence  wait  till  a  few  cases  of  the  same 
nature  had  been  determined,  in  order  that 
they  might  from  thence  learn  iiow  to  pro- 
ceed.  ' 

..  To  this  it  was  answered  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
and  Mr.  More:  That  whatever  lawyers^K 
might  mean  by  a  prosecution  commenced,^ 
the  meaning  of  the  legislature  when  that 
law  passed,  certainly  was.  That  no  prose; 
cution  should  be  understood  to  be  com- 
menced, unless  the  person  prosecuted  had 
notice  of  it,  widiin  the  time  limited,  by  an 
arrest,  summons,  or  some  other  legal  me- 
thod ;  and  as  this  was  the  meaning  of  the 
legislature,  they  beli^ed  most  gentlemen 
had  taken  it  in  that  sense,  for  they  had 
never  heard  of  any  prosecutions  com- 
menced in  the  other  manner,  nor  could 
any  gentleman  in  that  House  give  an  in- 
stance where  a  prosecutor  had  sued  out  a 
number  of  originals  without  summii|ng 
or  arresting  the  persons  against  whom  they 
were  sued  out;  from  whence  it  was  to 
be  presumed,  that  if  there  were  any  such 
instances,  they  were  so  iare  as  not  to  de- 
serve the  notice  of  that  House. 

Then  the  bill  was  agreed  to  without  any 
amendment,  i^d  being  read  a  dxird  time 
on  the  14th,  was  pas^  without  opposi- 
tion 

The  Kin^s  Speech  at  the  Cloie  ofy^ 
SessioTu2  May  20.  The  Kij|g  cdfaie  to 
the  House  of  reers  ^^d  the  Commons 
attending,  his  Majes^^ut  an  end  to  the 
session  with  the  following  Speech : 
**  My  Lords  imd  Gentlemen; 

**  The  dispatch  you  have  given  to  tjie 
public  business,  and  Hie  advanced  season 
of  the  year,  make  it  proper  to  put  an*  end 
tathis  session  of  paniitrapt*  t. 
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«*  I  iicqoiaiited  you,  at  your  fifft  ns^etf 
ingy  tbat  Pr^lumDary  Articles  had  beea 
concluded  between  tbe  Emperor  and  thd 
most  Christiiui  king;  «mce  whlcb  iimey  a 
fiirther  Convention^  conoeminK  the  exe- 
cution of  them,  hath  been  made»  and  cpm- 
xnunicated  to  me,  by  both  tboao  courts, 
and  negociatioAi  are  carrying  on,  by  tha 
aeveral  powers  engag^  m  the  lata  war,  b 
^er  to  settle  the  general  pacification' 

<<  Gentlemen  of  we  Houae  of  Coramooa; 

^^;I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  pro- 
Tisions  you  have  made  for  the  service  of 
the  current  year;  yoc  can  never  better 
recommend  yourselves  to  my  esteem,  and 
to  the  good  opinion  of  Uiose  you  repre- 
aent,  than  by  raising  the  Supplies  neces? 
aary  for  the  support  of  my  .government, 
and  for  the  service  of  the  pubhc,  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  effi^tual,  and  the  least  tmr- 
thensome  to  my  people. 

^*  My  Lorda  and  Gentlemen ; 

**lt  IB  a  ffreat  concern  to  me,  to  see 
inch  iead<  of  dissention  sown  among  mv 
good  people,  as,  if  not  timely  prevented, 
^/  prtva  very  firejudicial  to  the  peace 
and  quietof  my  kingdoms ;  it  is  my  de- 
sire and  shall  be  my  care,  to  pwserva  the 
present  constitution  is  Church  and  State, 
^  by  law  established,  p^ect  and  entire, 
and  Dot  to  countenance  any  attempts  to 
the  prejudice  of  either.  Good  harmony, 
and  mutual  afection|,,amone  all  the  Pro- 
t^lstants  of  this  nation,  have  been  the  great 
security  of  the  present  happy  establidi- 
xnent,  irom  the  revolution  to  this  time;  by 
this  united  strength  they  will  be  able  to 
resist  the  secret  and  i^en  attenmts  of  its 
fsoramon  enemies;  lAit  divided,  tney  may 
lieceoie  a  prey  to  them.  My  protection 
i^iall  be  impartially  dispensed  to  all  my 
subjects,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  re- 
ligions and  civil  ri^ts ;  let  it  be  your  care, 
by  your  conduct,  in  your  several  stations, 
to  make  my  endeavours  for  your  common 
kappiaess  effectual. 

<f  My  Lords  and  (3end|envcn ; 

^*  It  being  necessary  ^r  me  to  visit  my 
dominions  in  Germany. a^n  this  year,  I 
have  resolved  to'appom^  3ie  queen  regent 
)iere,  dunngmy  absence.  The  experience 
you  have  a|^ady  had  of  her  just  and  pru* 
dent  adminlstratim^will,  (,  doubt  not,  eni> 
gaKe  you  all,  to  make  the  weight  of  tibe 
public  affairs  as  ea^  to  her,  as  her  wise 
conduct  will  render  the  government  agree- 
able to  you ;  and  this  I  recommend  to  you 
in  a  particular  manner.'^ 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Ma- 
i&ityh  comman^  prorogued  the  pailia* 


asent  to  the  $9tb  of  Ju^t  Itwm  ^Skm 
wards^^rther  pr^mfUad  t9  Iha  lat  ff  Far 
bruary,  1787. 


THIRD  SESSIQM 

OF   THE 

EIGHTH  PAEX^JAMBNT 

OF 

GREAT  BRITiQN. 

Th€  King's  Sfmh  <m  Qjimt^tJm  Smt 
wmO  FetaiiOTl,  1787.  Tha  Ari«ama( 
being  inet  according  to  their  last  proraeat 
tion,  a  Message  was  brought  by  w  OianM 
Dajtofi,  g^tl^ooan  ush^  of  w^  Uaok  rod, 
fraim  the  l/orda  authpriaed  by  hia  Majta 
t^s  com«isai<»i,  (viz.  his  royid  hjghnfsi 
Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lord  IV«si4«nt  aC  tka 
Couacil,  the  l4»rd  Stewajrd  of  tha  Hmiie- 
hold,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  dwl^cf 
Aiigvle,  the  duke  of  Bu^mond,  t)ie  aad 
(rf^Tembroke,  the  earl  ^  Spafboaongh 
aad  the  earl  of  Ida^t }  dwiriaig  t^  mm* 
diate  attsndanoear  the  Copumus  m  the 
House  of  P^ra,  to  hear  the  rawiaiisiiaii 
read ;  and  Mr.  Speaker,  with  te  Hotiis^ 
going  up  to  tha  House  of  Pa4^s»  the  I^ani 
ChanceUor  spoke  as  follows  x 

<<  My  Lords  and  Qantl^nieo ; 

*^  We  are  coasmandM  4)y  bit  Miyas^ 
to  let  you  know,  that  as  it  is  potcanvc* 
nient  for  his  M^esty  to  he  hero  thia  da^  ia 
his  royal  person,  be  has  boe»  plyiwurihy 
lett^srs  patent  tmdea  ^  greattseal,  tp  aar 
thorise  his  pyal  hignness  the  priaea  af 
Wales,  and  several  X^rda  thei^  laeik 
tinned,  to  do  every  thing  ia  the  naasa  af 
his  Majesty,  which  ought  to  h^  done  an 
the  part  of  luaMtgasty  in  this  parUaroaa^ 
as  may  more  folly  appear  by  the  lattaia- 
patent."  .^^^ 

The  Letters^patent  beingimd,  theLavi 
Chancellor,  as  one  o^4|)ie  oemwiissjasiai^ 
read  the  following  Speechto  bath  Hauaesi 
<<  My  Lords  and  Gentlevnen; 

^  In  pursuance  of  tl^  authafity  givM 
us  by  hisMajesty^s  cnuiii|l|i<iii,  qoger  tha 
great  seal,  amongst  other  things,  to  de<r 
clare  the  eausas  of  hiskoUia«  this  paiiiat 
n)ent,  we  are,  by  his  Mqastjns  ^cwmtaand, 
in  the  first  place,  to  Qhsema  to  you.  Thai 
his  Majesty  acquainted  you  last  year,  thai 
he  had,  in  canjunctioa  with  the  Stalaa 
General,  given  hia  approhataon  of  cartaa 
ftelirainary  Aitidea,  coaonrted  aad  agread 
upon  between  th^  Emfierar  aod  Fm 
for  rsstoriog.  the  peaoa  of  Egropa^ 
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general  tranl^uillit^  1$  fiur  adi*^  Aarmb^.  which  haj^frsixbmt^'  ^etveen 
rever,  it  is  hi$  ^f  ^esty'a  opi-  |nim  ana  his  parliaaMly  k 
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Ihata  fiqrtiier  caQveBti<m>  conc^prnuig  tb^ 
«X]9cutian  of  th#ai»  had  boen  oommuni^ 
cat(^  tQ  him  by  both  those  courts ;  aod 
tbat  Df^g^Ksiati^ns  were  carrying  on  bj  the 
aoveral  powers  engaged  id  the  late  war» 
in  tfdar  to  settle  tb  general  paqi^ation. 

<7  We  are  now  coaaiipandea  by  his  Ma^ 
jeaty  to  inform  you«  that  the  reqaective 
Act«  of  Cession  being  excbangedt  and 
^erders  given  for  the  evacuation  and  pos* 
session  of  the  several  countries  and  places, 
by  the  powers  concemedy  according  to  the 
allotment  and  disposition  ^B&d^  prelimi- 
Bary  articles,  the  sr^at  worK  of  re-estar 
blishing  the  gene] 

▼anced ;  however,  it  is  hi$  M^esty^s  opi- 
nion, that  common  prudeiuS  calls  upon  us 
ip  be  very  attentive  t^,  and  observe  the 
fifud  condqsion  of  lti||  hsfV|^8ettlement  of 
^such  coasideFaUe  part^ct  Europe.  It  is 
to  be  hopedM,t)|fit  a  general  lastins  tran- 
quillity will  f^ldW  this  restitution  (^peace, 
^  and  that  the  renewal  of  friendship  and  al- 
lances,  for  the  preservaticm  of  it  among 
the  several  princes  and  powers  of  Europe, 
will  remove  a])  danfl^vs  and  apfu^ensione 
•f  any  new  troubles  and  disorders;  but 
lus  Mi^ea^  apprehends,  lliat  an  indolent 
oaeurity,  and  too  great  a  disregard  to  future 
events,  may  ocoasipn  mischien  more  easy 
to  be  prevented,  than  to  be  remedied;  and 
that  it  would  be  very  unadviseable  to  leave 
ouryelves  in  so  defenceless  a  condition,  av 
to  encourage  any  enterprizes,  which  the 
enemies  to  the  public  peace  may  have 
vainly  suggested  and  flattered  themseWes 
widi  die#Qpes  of. 

^<  Gendemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

**  His  M^esty  has  ordered  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  you  the  Estimates  for 
the  service  of  the  current  year ;  as  soon  as 
the  circumstances  of  tfce  times  would  per? 
mit,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  make  such 
a  reduj^on  dTsonie  |>art  of  the  public  ex- 
pences  for  the  ease  of  his  people,  as  was 
consistent  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  his 
kingdoms,  the  s^^ty  of  our  commerce, 
and  the  honour  ini  interest  of  th^  nation. 
"  My  liords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  His  Majesty  hm  been  graciously 
pk^aiied  to  direct  us  to  acquaint  you,  that 
Be  hath  seen  with  the  greatest  satisfaction 
the  unwearied  application  of  this  parlia- 
ment, in  framing  good  laws  for  advancing 
tfie  prosperity,  and  securing  the  welfare  of 
bis  loving  subjects ;  and  that  it  hath  been 
one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  cares  to  en- 
force them  by  a  due  es^ecution,  with  the 
detest  regard  to  the  right*  and  propertiea 
oif  bia  p«cq[Me»  w  invatttto  vbertof  om  v;tb 
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ai^^  ccfawr  be  suggested  by  the  most  ma« 
Ucieus  enemies  of  the  pves^establisbfQeot*. 
Whiktthis  hath  been  oui^dondition»  hie 
Mi^y  cannot  but  observe,  that  it  must 
be  matter  of  the  utmost  surprise  and  eeai» 
oe»B  to  every  true  lover  of  his  countrj',  ta 
8e«.tbe  many  ejpn^ivance*  and  attempt 
canriM  tti  in  various  shapes,  and  in  ^m^ 
rent  parffw  the  nation,  tuai^tuousl/to 
rasftt^adebstructthe  mLeoutimi  %f  tb^^iMi 
and  to  viohite  the  peacePfciJks^ngdom. 
These  disturbers  of  tfa^uffic  if^pse,  coi^  . 
sciqfs jjthat  the  interest  oiM^is  Mf^esty  and 
hi^^bje  are  tlie  smmu  and  of  the  good    - 


IS  parliaMU,  have  levelH 
sedition  agamst  both;   and  in  thei^l 
otttvageSf^  have  either  directly  opposed,1 


*  <<  la  Ae  summer  of  Mng^f  the  spirit  ef 
tamult  and  rebeUioD  was  ve^  b«wy  at  home  ; 
for  the  supprsssion  of  the  pemietous  practice  of 
drinking  8pirit«€^  h^ws,  was  a  afiat*cr  of 
greater  diffioiilty  than  had  ^^  Ameen,  so 
universal  it  had  beoom^  No  fewer  ibln  7,044 
houses  and  shops  where  tlvb^liijpiiors  were  pub« 
Holy  sold  by  r«y^|Werefoi]id,.within  the  imiita 
of  WeiAinioster,  HSibom,  the  Tower,  snd  Fins- 
bnry  divi«ioD,  exclusive  of  Londoa  and  South* 
wark,  besitef  prodigious  number  of  cellars  and 
garrets  wHl^&.it  was  seM  privately.  The 
great  visttla,QC#of  the  gevemment,  however, 
DreventCM  any'  dangerous  commotioDS  from 
v93akiDg^||»t ;  and  some  disturban^  ^ich 
bappei^  ajnepgst  the  lower  ranks  of  ^e^pje 
about  Spm-lfekis,  Shoraditch,  aud  other  oat- 
i^irts  firiie  city,  were  soon  l|ai|yressed  by  the 
train  M&ins,  assisted  by  a  par^«f  the  horse 
guards  from  WhitebaH.  Somcr^  likewise 
happeoed  in  the  West,  ocetimmek  by  torn- 
pikes,  and  some  upon  the  eomflencement  %f 
the  bill  against  spintooas  Ikpiors,  not  only  in 
Loudon,  ba^^  sevei;^  parts  of  the  country ; 
but  tbev  wei^^on  8up|ii|e8s«d.  But  the  most 
darinci^ult  dfr^st  the  government  was  com- 
mitted a[^  oi|e  ^ixon^'a  aoniuring  clergyman. 
He  seems  to  KSvj^been  Intle  better  than  a  mad^ 
man,  fmr  be  conveyed  into  Westminster- hall  a 
packet^  inclosing  some  gunpowder  with  a 
lightedifktch,  and  five  acts  of  (larliament  which 
had  passed  that  session,  viz.  the  tptn  act  the 
mortmain,  the  act  for  building  Westminster 
bridge,  the  act  against  smug^ers,  and  the  act 
fbr  borrowing  600,000/.  u|>ou  the  sinking 
fund.  When  the  match  came  to  the  paper,  an 
explosion  foHowed,  tu  the  great  amazement  of 
all  the  courts :  but  the  offender  being  disco- 
vered, he  was  tried  and  convicted  tor  the  same, 
and  had  a  tine  and  imprisonment  imposed  upon 
him."    Tindal. 

"  During  the  absence  of  the  King  at  Haaov 
vcr,  where  he  remained  till  the  banning  of 
January,  the  spirit  of  disooatent  ami  insurrec- 
tioawasbvsy  at  hemes  and  variotts  tumults 
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•e  l«ftst  endeavoured  to  rendftr  oneffM^toal 
•ome  act8  of, ths  whole  legislature.  His 
Maiefty  in  his  great  wisdom  thinks  it  af* 
lords  a  raelanchdy  prospect  tot^consider  to 
what  height  these  audacious  practices  ma^ 
tv^fi,  if  not  timely  si^pressed,  and  thai  it 
deserves  no  smdl  attention,  tlwt  they,  ^y 

.      -^-r^ ■ r^gh^ 

•ocfk  place  in  ^  ctpitaU  and  othef  parts  of|be 
kii|glbEn.  -infihe  capital,  these  cbstuiiaAces 
were  occai^orit^  ^  the  weavers  in  Spital- 
iUA^f  who  t9ok^nn)hMge  that  the  Irish  were 

•  .emploj^edM  &q  ii^nor  rate  of  wages ;  ^u||d  by 
the  discontent  of  the  ^pulace,  excited^bFthe 

j^  ez«ctition  of  the  ^' " 
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tbe  mou 


'  Tbe^^Iarmin^  rio|| 


^  which  wer5  notori-^^ 
ons)y Araented  by^eHsSnTected,  weie  scarce- 
hf  ^it^pressed,  when  |  more  atrocious  outrage 
demanded  the  attention  of  goTemmeot»  One 
Wilson,  a  daring  smuggler,  was  sentenced  to 
be  banged  at  ^inh|rgh,  for  having  robbed  a 
collector  of  the  ilmiue.  This  man,  having 
abetted  tbe  escape  of  a  fellow  criminal,  in  the 
time  of  divine  service,  and  from  the  midst  of 
his  guaijv-  ^  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  in- 
creased Abeir' usual  preefiutions  for  the  execu- 
tion of  tbe  sentence.  Byvrderiuff  the  officers  df 
the  traio«babds  ^M  the  citv^iard,  provided 

^  with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  attend  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  his  rescue.  .  The  pro- 
eession  passed  along;  the  sentenc^|was  pNcr- 
formed  without  the  smallest  apgit^nce  of  riot, 
and  the  executioner  was  at  thcStq)  of  the  lad- 
der cutting  down  the  body,  i^fcn'tlte  magis- 
trates retired.  At  this  moment,  tbc|popu!ac#< 
rushlM .  ^ward  towards  the  gfsuow^  part 
fcJrced  their  way  through  the  gaardb|%ilh  in- 
tention, as  was  ^p%ed,  to  carry  offjtfaffbody, 

'  under  the  4i(t(^  of  recovering  it.'^  Athers 
threw  lars:^  ^^^  .maimed  several  soldiers, 
and  struck  cai^in  Porteous,  who  was  so  pro- 
▼eked  at  tbisit^rage,  that  be  ordered  the  sol- 
diers to  6re.  Five  were  killed,  and  several 
wounded.  Porteous  was  immefli4lely  appre- 
hended, and  tried,  forttving  directed  the  sol- 
diers to  fire  without  the  ordert^ll^tbe  ciul  ma- 
gistrate, and  was  conder^ed  to  death  •<^%ut  so 
many  favourable  cirdimstanAilly^ppeared  on 
hie  trial,  that  seven  of  the  fiit^  jurymen  ac- 
quitted him,  and  tbe  verdict  whic£  condemned 
Jbim,  acknowledged  <  that  he  and  his.%uards 
'  were  attacked  and  beat  with  several  stones 
'  of  a  considerable  bigness,  thrown  by  the 
'  multitude,  whereby  several  of  the  soldiers 
'  were  bruised  and  wounded.'  In  consequence 
of  this  ridiculous  inconsistency  in  the  verdict, 
and  other  lavoorable  circumstances^  tbe  queen 
legent  sent  down  a  respite  of  six  weeks,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  inqoiriug  into  the  circumstances  of 
thecaae. 

'<  On  tbe  3d,  the  reprieve  was  brought  to 
Edinburgh,  and  on  the  4th,  vague  reports  were 
circulate,  that  tbe  populace  bad  resolved,  on 
the  evening  of  tbe  8th,  to  set  fire  to  tbe  prison, 
if  Porteous.  was  not  executed  on  that  day,  ac- 
cording to  bia  sentence.    But  tbe  magistrates, 


go  on  to  ifTect  private  persona  in  the  quiet 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  as  well  as  the 
general  peace,  and  ffooa  order  of  the  whole. 
His  Majes^  appr^ends  it  to  be  unneces- 
sary to  enlarge  upon  a  subject  oi  this  na- 
ture,  and  therefore  hath  commanded^  u» 
hardy  to  mention  it  to  you,  who,  by  the 

on  inquiry,  coutd^ot  discover  any  foundatian 
for  the  report,  ami  no  precaution  was  takes  to 
remove  the  prisoner  into  tbe  castle.  On  Tues- 
day tbe  7th » about  a  quarter  before  ten  at  niffbr, 
tbe  magistratji  Jyid  notice,  that  a  few  boys  nad 
seized  the  dram  in  die  suburb  of  West  Port, 

«d  beat  it  in  the  GiatrMarket  within  tbe  dty. 
K)ut  six  minutes  before  len^  they  sent  to  call 
out  the  gaard  iomn^iately  under  arms ;  b«t  a 
few  minutes  before  the  dock  struds,  a  mob 
suddenly  rushed  ip  MVfUfi  and  surprised  the 
^ards,  drove  ^^|mj|||SDi  the  guard  roaai, 
seized  all  their  ari^^^j^Seine  nioety  firelodcs  in  < 
uuiplier,  besides  several  XiocbaMr  axes,  and 
almost  at  the  same  time  mad^Wemselves  mas- 
ters of  th^  city  gates.  Tbey  then  provided 
themselves  with  shot,  by  breaking  open  the  ^ 
shops  where  ammunition  was  soM,  attacked 
tbe  jail,  drove  out  the  provosts  and  magistrates, 
who  attempted  to  disperse  them,  and  woondsd 
several  of  their  attendants.  They  next  set  firt 
to  the  gate  of  the  prison,  and  rushed  into  the 
wards,  forced  the  turnkeys  to  open  tbe  doors, 
released  all  the  prisoners,  seized  Porteous* 
and  dragged  him  to  the  Grass  Market,  where 
thev  broke  into  a  shop,  took  out  a  coil  uf  ropes, 
and  hung  him  upon  a  dyer'a  cross  pos^  close 
to  the  common  place  of  execution.  Lindsay, 
member  for  the  citv,  ibond  means  to  escape 
from  tbe  town,  and  to  convey  information  of 
tbe  tumult  le  general  Moy  le,  commander  of  the 
King's  troops,  who  were  quartered  in  the  sa« 
buriM:  but  as  he^was  oblis^  to  maae  a  hf^ 
drcuit,  be  did  not  reach  the  head  quarters  till 
near  eleven.  General  Bloyle  had  already  col- 
lected his  own  troops,  and  sent  for  those  who 
were  quartered  at  LeitbAhut  made  no  attempt 
to  fbrce  the  gate  of  tHe  dty,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  armed  |K>pula|e.  He  persisted  in 
rdosingto  act  against«%  inilr^tSi  qp  tbe 
taith  of  lindsey's  intelligence,  without'an  or^ 
der  from  the  dvil  magistrate ;  and  as  he  deem* 
ed  it  impossible  to  obtain  an^rder  fit>m  the  ma- 
gistrates in  the  city,  he  di^piiclied  a  messenger 
to  Andrew  Fletcher,  lord  justice  derk  of  Soot- 
land,  who  was  at  his'^^l^  at  tbe  distance  of 
above  two  miles  and  a  half.  Fletcher  being  in 
bed,  no  answer  was  procured  until  ^ne  o'dodr, 
and  by  some  mistake,  it  was  then  tjelivered  not 
to  tbe  ^^eneral,  but  to  Lindsay.  Meanwhile  the 
execution  of  Porteoos  bad  taken  place,  the 
exertions  of  the  military  were  rendered  nnne- 
<:assary,  by  the  dispersion  of  tbe  rioters,  and 
in  the  mominff,  Edinburgh  was  in  a  state  ef 
perfect  tranquillity. 

^  Lord  Hay  was  sent  to  Edinburgh,  as  the 
only  person  cspable  of  bringing  tbe  offeodera 
to  justice.    The  accounts  which  he  transmit* 
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constanttttior  of  yoar  conduct^  bave  ^ewn 
that  you  consider  the  support  of  hit  go- 
▼ernment,  as  inseparable  irom  the  preser* 
vation  of  the  public  tranquillitj  and  your 
OWB  safety." 

Tke  Larde  Addrns  of  Thunh.']  To 
this  Speech,  the  Lords  returned  the  fol- 
lowiog  Address: 

**  Most  gracious  Soyeretgn, 
V  **  We  yoqr  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects^  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  be^^ve 
to  approach  your  throne,  with  hearts  full 
of  that  zeal  and  affection  for  your  person 
and  government,  which  become  the  most 
&itlmd  subjects  to  the  best  of  kings. 

'<  Our  duty  and  gratitude  to  your  Ma- 
jesty have»  on  many  occasions  of  this  na- 
ture, calledr  upon  us  to  iay  aLv(|Mr  rojil 
feet  our  thankful  acknowledjnnents  for 
preserving  to  your  own  subjects  the  bless- 
ings of  peace ;  and  the  additional  motive 
of  our  unfeigned  r^;ard  to  the  common  in- 
terest of  Europe,  in  which  it  is  impossible 
for  this  nation  to  be  unconcerned,  make 
us  now  receive,  with  great  satisfaction, 
your  gracious  communication,  that  the  re- 
•stabhshment  of  the  general  tranquillity 
is  far  advanced. 

"  How  happy  and  secure  soever  your 
Majesty's  wisdom,  under  tfke  protection  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  may  render  these 
kingdoms,  irwas  impossible  for  us  to  re- 
mam  who^  unafiected  with  the  nuseries 
of  war,  sufiered  by  other  parts  of  Chpsteo- 
don:  and  we  cannot  but  rejoice )fa  the 
pleasing  hopes,  that  all  dangers  and  ap- 
prehensions of  new  troubles  may  be  hap- 
pily removed. 

*^  At  the  same  time,  we  esteem  it  a  fresh 
instance  of  your  Majesty's  never-€uling 
care  of  the  public  welfare,  that  you  put  ud 

ted  to  sir  Robert  Walpole,  proved  that  a  r^gu- 
Taf'  systematic  plan  bad  been  formed  lu^h  the 
iitm<»t  secrecy  and  order ;  that seferaimade 
Ibis  infamous  murder  a  pobtof  coDscieBoa; 
and  that  one  of  the  actors  went  to  a  country 
chnrcb,  where  the  sacrameot  was  given  to  a 
large  number  of  people  io  the  church-yard,  and 
boi»ted  of  the  share  which  he  had  taken  in  the 
transactioD.  He  observed,  that  persons  who 
aiOected  sanctity,  spoke  of  the  murder  as  the 
band  of  God  doing  justice,  and  reprobated  all 
endeavours  to  bring  the  actors  to  condign  pu- 
nishment, as  fifrievous  persecution.  He  aij4ed 
also,  that  although  several  persons  had  been 
imprisoned,  and  large  rewaras- offered,  luyli^ 
oovertes  had  been  made  of  the  perpeljaftpy 
instigators  of  this  atrocioys  act*'  Qixo  Waf- 
pole. 


in  mind  to  be  attentive  to  the  ftial  con* 
elusion  of  this  great  work.  As  your 
Majesty  hath,  on  your  part,  distinguish- 
ed your  paternal  tenderness  for  your 
people,  in  not  permitting  them  to  be 
nastily  involved  in  the  calamities  of 
war;  it  would  be  the^ most  unbecoming 
return  for  so  great  a  benefit,  to  shew  any 
signs  of  an  inddent  security :  and  we  be- 
seech your  Majesty  to  accept  the  strongest 
and  most  affectionate  assurances,  that  wc 
can  nevei^entertain  the  least  thought  or 
leaving  ourselves  in  a  defenceless  condition  ; 
but  that  we  vnll  always  cheerfully  concur  in 
all  such  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
maintain  the  honour  and  safety  of  your  ^ 
Majesty  and  your  government,  and  th«  ^ 
true  interest  of  your  kingdoms." 
I  **  The  gracious  approbation  which  you| 
Majesty  is  pleased  to  give  of  the  conmid  ^ 
of  this  parliament,  affords  us  great  comfort 
and  encouragement;  and  your^ vigilan^ 
care  to  execute  the  laws  with  iustjce  a^d^ 
impartiality,  and  to  protect  thaMgnts  and 
properties  of  all  your  subjects,  fiUs  our 
minds  with  the  most  lastinfl^mpressions  of 
thankfulness.,  *  Under  AiWeep  sense  ci 
ourobhgaUons  to  your  Majes^,  v^e  can- 
not sul£aently  express  our  det^tation  of 
those  insolent  riots  and  tumults,  which 
have  of  late  appeared  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  m  defiance  of  the  law,  and 
violation  of  the  public  peace.  Every  part 
of  the  behaviour  of  these  daring  offi^ders 
iq>jpear8to  us  as  weak  and  unreasonable  at 
it  IS  wicked;  except  tjhat  they  hai^ con- 
sidered the  interests  and  views  rf^jjgur 
Majesty  and  your  parliam«At,  j|MWng 
so  closely  united,  ^at  it  was  impossible  to 
traduce  or  oppose  the  one,  without  in- 
cluding the  other.  Our  duty,  as  well  as 
our  safety,  makes  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
give  another  mark  of  this  happy  union,  by 
testifying  our  humble  concurrence  in  your 
Majesty's  just  opmion,  that  such  audaaoua 
practices  ought  to  be  timely  sappreased : 
and  as  we  do,  with  the  firmest  confidencap 
rely  on  your  Majesty's  authority  being 
prudently  and  vigorously  exerted  for  this 
necessary  enS;  so  we  assure  your  Majesty, 
with  .the  gren^t  sincerity,  tha^our  c^-  • 
deavours  and  assistetiflft  shall  never  do 
wanting  to  sup]Mrtlnat  authority,  and  to 
preserve  the  qui^and  security  of  the  na^ 
ti<m."     .       .  --^  ^ 

Tke  KincU  Angmer.'\  To  which  Ad- 
dress his  Majei^ty  returned  the  following 
Answer:  ^    ^'^ 

^<  My  Lords;  Z  thank  yott  for  thia  duti« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


im^         lOGUOtLQtJL  SUCdmmf  AMrti9^!fI%^til$.  ^tm 


M  and  loyil  AddreM.  The  aBtetei  T«tt 
ihew  to  my  penon  and  gavetf&ment,  ^vei 
lAo  tba  greatent  8adflfkction«-^My  prind* 
Ml  care  is  to  secure  to  mj  people  the 
Dlessings  of  peace/and  the  Mi  and  undla* 
turbod  enjojrment  of  all  d^ir  dtil  and  re*- 
ligioua  ri^^y  and  to  pteseiVe  the  tma- 
quiUity  and  good  order  of  the  kingdom.—^ 
The  eoAtinuance  of  the  good  harmony  be- 
tireeii  me  and  my  parliament,  wiM  enable 
me  to  pursue  with  eflbct  ti&ese^  great  and 
deshableen^''  ^ 

The  A^kiress  of  the  Commooa  was  as 

fefiowst 

*^  Most  gracions  Sovereign, 

We  yotir  Majjesty^  most  dntHiil  »)d 


^  Most  gracious  SovetoigB^ 
^  Your  finthfbl  Commons  eatmot  with- 
out a  just  indignaitioB  observe  the  spirit  of 
Motion  and  seditioni  vi^m^  has  lately  ma- 
nifested itself  in  traducing  and  raisrepre^ 
senting  the  leKislature,  in  contemning  all 
authwity,  a&din  op«n  dksfiaOoe o^ the kws 
of  the  land. 

<*  It  is  with  the  highest  sense  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  we  adinowledge  yeur  Ma- 
jesty's goodness,  not  only  in  yoor  ready 
concurrence  to  all  such  whdiesome  laws  as 
hoircA>een  ft-om  time  to  thne  prepared  by 
your  parliament,  but  in  ^¥st  constant  care 
to  enrorce  them  by  a  due  execu^on,  with 
the  strictest  regard  to  the  rights  and  pro^ 
perties  of  your  people,  and  wttbocrt  the 
^  ^     ^  least  colour  or  shadow  of  any  design  or  at- 

|6yd  subjects,  the   Commons  of  Greatf  tf  mpt  to  stretch  or  violate  mb  known  lows 


Britain,  in  Pariiament  assembled,  return 

jrour  Majesty  our  most  humble  Thanks  for 

.the  Speech  delivered  by  your  Majesty's 

oommMid  f o  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

*<  We  *4&e  with  great  satisfaction,  the 
happy  prcmect  of  tiie  final  conclusion  of 
tile  genenu  p|ci€ci^on  of  £arope,  and 
when  we  renuflft^fc  your  Majeiay's  unwea^ 
riod  endeavours  to  prevent  this  nation  from 
being  iilvdhred  in  the  osfomlties  of  a  do- 
strucrtiv^  war,  and  your  constant  appHca^ 
ftlonit^  cofttributmg  to  the  uttnoat  ^  yout 
power  towards  the  great  work  of  restoring 
peate,  flrom  the  lender  care  and  concern 
which  3nour  Majesty  has  always  M^wn  for 
tke  Riture  peace  and  pro^pierity  of  your 
people  as  well  as  for  the  common  wel- 
mUfnmnkind,  we  nutke  no  doubt,  but 
tbir  5||u:  Majesty  will  continue  to  co- 
operate with  your  good  allies,  that  the 
conohttion  of  the  peace  mi^  be  at-* 
fended  with  a  general  and  lasting  tran- 
^liiMity. 

<«  l^ty  and  gratkude  to  yotff  Majesty, 
and  a  due  regani  to  our  own  interests  and 
iooarity  wUl  enga^  ns  not  to  neglect  any 
neoesonry  precautions,  wMoh  mi^  best 
eonduce  to  enabk  your  Majesty  to  dlsap^ 
point  aad  defeat  all  groundless  hbpos  and 
•itpodtatioos,  which  the  deluded  enemies 
-  of  fbe  public  peace  may  have  vainly  sug- 
^  g^fsted  ^  flattered  tbems^ves  with. 

<^  And  we  be^^eii^e  to  assure  yomr 
M^olfy^  that  we  will  ch^gsrftilty  and  oibc^ 
ggiAy  raise  the  soppUes 'laeoessary  fbr  the 
^fffce  of  the  current  year,  and  support 
vour  Majesty  in  all  such  measures  as  shall 
be  found  reouisite  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  safety  of  the  Jcinfldotn,  the  seeurity  of 
our  commerce,  and  tBe  honour  and  inte^ 
tesi  of  f^us  Mafeaiy  aad  yoor  dooiniohs. 


of  this  4!^£^* 

"  We  cinnot  suiB^iently  express  oar 
idihorrence  of  the  many  wickeA  and  de^ 
testable  practices,  which  the  disturbers  of 
the  public  repose  hove  secretly  fomented 
Mid  openly  carried  on  in  tumiiltuoudy  re- 
sisting and  obstructmg  the  execution  ef 
the  l^s,  and  violating  the  peace  of  the 
kingdera. 

'-.  '<  And  we  your  fio^ul  Commons  do 
assure  your  Majesty,,  that  belM  fully  mf* 
iuaded  tfiat  tl»e  presen^on  Of  the  public 
tranouilKty,  and  our  own  safety,  are  inse- 
pamble  from  the  security  of  your  govern* 
ment,  we  will  support  your  royal  authority 
in  su^ressing  and  strnduing  all  seditkmi 
mid  notous  attempts  that  threaten  the  very 
being  Of  our  happy  constitution^  and  the 
utter  subversion  (k  those  KbertieSi  whicA 
have  been  made  the  specious  pretence  fbr 
committing,  tbeae  mifi  imimiiaMnrrtf  rn  ** 

Tht  Kinfi  AntBo^r.']  Tlie  King  m*. 
tamed  the  fellowmg  Answer : 

**  His  Majesty  returns  tliis  House  his 
thankt  fbrthefr  most  dmi&i  and  loyal  Ad- 
dress)^ an4  shall  always  esteenik^  their  zeal 
and  affection  for  Ms  person  Ind  govern* 
ment,  as  the  best  and  most  acceptable  re- 
turn §0^  his  constant  endeavour  to  render 
thk  nation  happy  and  flom-iditng  both  aS 
homA  and  abroad.  His  Maje^  reliea 
upon  the  lyisdom  of  his  parliament,  to 
(nime  such  laws  as  shall  be  necessary^  to 
strengthen  and  support  the  authority  of 
kis  government,  in  preserving  the  pubiie 
tranquillity,  and  securing  the  ri^ts  and 
jtfOBgrties  of  his  people ;  and  htt  fiufhlbl 
^^np^ons  may  depend  upon  him  ftr  a  jast 
and  due  ex^UtiOtt  of  tfaeai^'^ 

i  ^ 
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fyebate  in  the  Lords  eoncemine  the  late 
Riots.*^  Feb.  10.  The  House  of  Xords  ac- 
cording to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  for  the  taking 


*  Tbe  foUowinsf  Letters  taken  from  Coze's 
Memoirs  of  Sir  Riibert  Walpole,  throw  great 
light  upon  the  subjects  of  this  DelMte : 

Tbe    Duke     or    Newcastle     to    Horace 
Walpole. 

Sjplosion  of  Gunpowder  in  We$tmin$ter-halL 


««  Whitehall,  July  16—37,  17?6. 
.by 


Your 


excellency  will  see,  by  the  minutes  of  the  coun- 
cil whioh  I  send  you  inclosed,  that  her  Ma- 
jesty has  been  [leased  to  order  a  proclamation 
to  be  issued  upon  a  rery  eztraorainaiT  insult 
that  was  committed  on  Wednesday  last  in 
Westminster  hall,  upon  hn  Majesty's  authority, 
the  whole  legislature,  and  the  principal  courts 
of  justice  in  this  kingdom  ;  a  particular  rela- 
tion of  which  the  queen  has  ordered  me  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency,  to  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty. 

"  On  Wednesday,  between  one  and  two  in 
the  aflemoon,  when  all  the  courts  of  justice 
were  sitting,  and  the  judges  on  the  bench,  some 
gunpowder  went  off,  which  made  such  a  noise, 
Same,  and  smoke,  as  created  a  great  constema- 
tioo  in  the  hall.  Upon  which,  at  first,  the  busi- 
ness a  little  stopped  in  the  respectire  courts ; 
but  they  soon  proceeded,  till  the  inclosed  sedi- 
tious and  treasonable  paper  was  brought  into 
the  King's  Bench  by  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  court,  who  had  picked  up  sereral  of  them  in 
Westminster-hall,  which  appeared  to  hare  been 
scattered  in  the  Hall  by  tne  force  of  the  gun- 
powder, which  was  made  up  in  the  fire  acts  of 
parliament  mentioned  in  the  paper.  It  is  not 
yet  known  in  what  manner  the  gunpowder  took 
fire;  whether  by  a  match  that  was  of  itsdf  to 
set  fire  to  it,  or  whether  the  fire  was  put  to  it 
by  any  particular  person.  There  was  a  person 
seen  with  an  iron  in  his  hand,  who  probably 
was  concerned  in  it,  but  in  the  hurry  and 
confiisk>n  he  made  his  escape  without  being 
seized. 

<*  As  soon  as  this  infamous  paper  was  brought 
into  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  lord  Hardwicke 
■topped  the  business,  and  told  them  that  there 
was  an  aflkir  of  much  greater  consequence 
than  the  common  business  of  the  court  which 
required  their  attention.  He  then  read  the 
paper  himself  in  open  court,  and  expressed  the 
nighest  resentment  and  detestation  of  such  an 
insult  on  the  king  and  whole  legislature; 
which  his  lordship  was  of  opinion  came  rery 
near  high  treason.  He  directed  an  officer  of 
the  court  to  go  to  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex, 
who  were  then  sitting,  with  bis  orders  to 
hare  the  author  and  paper  presented  ;  which 
was  accordingly  done  immediately,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  and  1  send  your  excelleaoy 
inclosed  a  copy  of  the  presentation.  Lord 
Hardwicke  took  that  occanon  to  go  through 
the  sererai  acts  of  parliament  mentioned  in  the 
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his  Majesty's  Speech  into  consideration ; 
upon  which  occasion^  as  there  was  not 
properly  any  formed  debate  upon  any  one 
point,  we  can  only  give  the  heads  of  some 


paper,  to  shew  the  reasonableness  and  neces- 
sity of  them  ;  and  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
direct  the  sererai  justices  of  the  peace  and 
magistrates  to  inforce  the  execution  of  them, 
andto  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  discorer 
and  bring  to  punishment  the  authors  and  con- 
trivers ofthis  wicked  and  abominable  insult. 
^'*  As  soon  as  ever  I  heard  of  it  (which  was 
quickly  after  it  happened)  I  had  her  Majesty's 
orders  to  consult  with  my  lord  chancellor  and 
my  lord  Hardwicke  what  might  be  proper  to  be 
done,  to  shew  the  resentment  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  discovering  and  punishing 
the  offenders ;  and  we  agreed  humbly  to  offer 
our  opinion  to  her  majesty,  that  a  proclamatioR 
should  be  ordered  in  council,  promising  a  very 
considerable  and  great  reward  for  discovering 
the  persons  concerned  in  it,  and  intbrcing  the 
necessity  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  such 
a  manner  as  may,  for  the  future,  deter  any  per- 
sons from  such  &cts  as  these,  and  may  prevent 
any  ill-consequences,  from  this  bold  and  wicked 
attempt  to  aUenate  and  inflame  the  minds  of 
bis  majesty's  faithful  subjects.  And  as  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  the  proclamation  was  yes- 
terday ordered  in  council ;  and  another  council 
was  held  this  day  for  the  issuing  it.  I  send  you 
inclosed  a  copy  of  the  prodamation,  which  will 
be  published  to-morrow  in  all  the  gazettes,  and 
which  her  Majesty  hopes  will  hare  the  king's 
approbation. 

**  Being  obliged  to  write  to  your  excellency 
upon  this  subject,  I  cannot  but  be^  leave  to  ex- 
dress  idy  utmost  abhonrence  ofthis  wicked  and 
traiterous  design,  calculated  to  infuse  the  vilest 
and  most  unjust  suggestions  in  the  minds  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  upon  the  wise  and  necessary 
nrooeeoings  of  the  legislature ;  and  I  beg  his 
Msyesty  would  be  assured,  that  no  care  or  at- 
tention shall  be  wanting  on  m^  part,  to  sift  this 
affiiir  to  the  bottom,  and  to  bnng  the  authors  of 
it  to  that  punishment  they  dcServe.    I  have 

S'ven  Mr.  Paxton  search  warrants  for  searchiuj^ 
e  printbg  shops  of  such  persons  as  there  is 
reason  to  suspect. 

Sm  RoBiRT  Walfolb  to  Horace  Walpole. 

On  the  Explotion  of  Gunpowder, — Bioti  ia 
Spittlejields  about  en^h^ng  Irishmen, 

London^  July  S9 — Aug,  9, 1736. 

*<  DEAR  BROTHER, 

<*  The  exouse  for  my  long  silence  you  will 
easily  conclude  to  be  principally  owing  to  my 
absence  in  the  country ;  and  although  I  have 
been  some  days  in  town,  the  absence  of  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  upon  account  of  the  death 
of  lady  Lincoln,  and  most  of  the  other  lords 
being  dispersed,  has  made  it  unnecessary  to 
trouble  you  with  any  occurrences  from  hence, 
till  the  fate  disorders  that  have  happened  this 
week  made  it  proper  that  his  Majesty  should  be 
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ATii^  talran  die  chauv 

Lord  Qarieret  (tood  up  and  ^pdke  to  the 
t)nowiiig  effect; 

Mj  Loidi;  Hi« Miye§tj  iaiiis. Speech, 
lelivered  to  us  hy  commifsioiieTS,  n^oit 

cqtiaintef^  with  the  true  state  of  what  has  hap- 
«iied.  Yott  wSl  have  hcen  acquainted  with  the 
aselent  alfcir  at  Westminster-hall,  and  the 
(leasares  that  have  been  taken  thereupon, 
lince  my  eomJng^  to  town,  I  haTe  been  endea- 
ouriag  to  trace  ont  the  authors  and'  managers 
f  that  rite  transactioo,  and  the^  is  no  reason 
0  donbt  but  the  who^  was  proje^ed  and  exe- 
Qted  by  a  set  of  low  Jacobites,  who  talked  of 
etting  fire  to  the  gaHery  hoik  for  the  marriage 
f  the  princew  royat,  by  a  preparation  which 
liey  call  a  photplmns^  that  takes  fire  from  the 
ir.  Of  this  I  Rare  had  an  account  from  the 
eime  feHow  that  brought  me  these  and  many 
uch  sort  of  iotdligencies.  He  has  promised 
!>  j^re  a  more  partienhtr  acconnt,  but  declines 
fifing  eridenoe. 

^  At  the  same  time  there  are  great  endea- 
e«f6  using  by  the  same  sort  of  iDstruments  to 
liame  the  people,  and  to  raise  great  tMmults 
•on  Ifilidiacfmaa-dfeiy,  when  the  Gin- act  takes 
nee ;  and  as  these  lower  sorts  of  Jacobites 
ppear  at  this  time  more  busy  than  they  hare 
Mr  a' great  while,  they  are  very  industrious, 
nd  taking  adrantage  of  every  thing  that  offers, 
»  raise  tnoHift  and  disorder  among  the  people. 
Ln  instance  of  this  has  happened  this  week,  in 
^hich  they  have  un^ubtedly  mixed  and  pro- 
Mrted,  ahnoiigh  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  that 
bey  were  the  first  authors  and  iastrumenti  of 
llese  riots  and  tumuftoousmobe. 

<*  On  IKbnday  night  last,  tliere  was  an  ap- 
earance  of  numbm  of  people  being  assem- 
kd  in  a  veiTj^isorderly  mannex  atShoreditch 
ear  SpittMelds.  llteir  cry  and  comphint 
^as  of  being  under-worked  and  starved  by  the 
rish :  ^  dowtMvitb  the  Irish,'  &c.  But  that 
ight  the  nnmlfera  were  not  very  great,  and 
Eiey  dispersed  of  tbemschee  witfaool  doing  any 
sisehief.  * 

*^  It  ie  necesmrT  here  to  e?cpViii;i  what  is 
leant  by  this  complaint  against  the  Irish, 
tbich  ia  founded  upon  greafier  nHoobei's  thAM 
rdinary,  as  is  said,  oi^  Irish  being  here,  and 
et obly  working  lit  hay  aqdcom  harvest,  as 
as  been  vsna)^  but  letting^emsehes  out  to 
II  sort  of.labbur  considerably  cheaper  tiian 
lie  Engli^  labourers  have ;  and  nuBatieis  of 
^em  bemg  employed  by  the  weavers  upon  the 
ke  terras.  T^  last  particular,  together  with 
n  incident  that  happened  in  those  j^arts,  is 
iought*to  have  pccasi^ned  Uie  scene  being 
lid  at  that  end  of  the  town.  They  are  building 

new  church  at  Shoreditcb,  where,  I  am  tcjd, 
le  master  workmen  discharged  at  once  a  great 
umber  of  all  sorts  of  labourers,  and  took  in  at 
nee  Irishmen,  who  served  for  above  a  third 
HHperda^i  aodtUftlamttj^rMCttt^aodae 


nifll)]p  took  M^we  of  the  te^aj  BiMi  and 
TaaiAitta  Ikai  ham  lately  happened  m 
Ikia  ldii^;dDm;  and  ae  hnt  M^esty  xaoA 
wmkj  tluiught  \%  an  affiwr  of  such  coDae- 
({uence  aa  la  deserve  being  mentioned  by 
lum  lo  luft  parliament,  l'e»>ected  that  thia 
Ho«ae  woidd  have  iuMDacdiately  reaolTed 

yet»  of  opiuon,  ia  the  principal  eanse  of  tte 
uneasiness  that  hae  stkred  up  the  mob,  or  at 
least,  I  thinks  is  the  only  cause  that  great 
numbers  of  them  know  any  thing  ef. 

**  Upon  this  pcetenee  the  tumult  hega»  en 
Monday  night.  On  Tuesday  evening  th^ 
aaarBjjhfcd  again  in  greater  bediea,  and  were^ 
abeat  seven  o'ckxik,  thought  to  be  above  tw» 
thousand  ia  nuo^er.  They  now  grew  mora 
rioteus ;  they  attacked  a  public  house  kept  by 
an  Irishman,  where  the  Irish  resorted  and 
victaalled,  broke  down  all  the  doors  and  win» 
dows,  and  quite  gutted  the  house.  Another 
house  of  the  same  aort  underwent  the  same 
fate,  ^y  this  time  (these  places  hein^  with- 
out the  jurisdiction  of  the  city)  the  memtraie* 
and  depnty-lieutenants  of  the  Tower  Hamleta 
were  assembied,  to  endeavour  to  diopcrac  theaiL 
The  ppcMilamatioa  was  read;  but  the  meh^ 
wholly  regardless  of  the  proclanMlion,  ia* 
creased  e^%xj  ninnte,  and  were  theogbt  Id  be 
about  four  tlioueand  strong.  The  magisfarates^ 
upon  this,  gave  orders  for  raising  the  nulilia  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  deputy  lieutananla 
wrote  to  the  oommanding  emers  in  the 
Tower,  to  send  to  their  assistance  sttch  a  nuaa* 
ber  of  the  guards  as  they  could  spare ;  upon 
which  an  officer,  with  about  fif^y  men,  waa 
sent  by  major  White.  Upon  the  appearanoa 
of  the  gnarda,  the  mob  retired,  shifted  fvoaa 
one  street  and  aHey  to,  another,  and  gave  ua 
resistance ;  and  hy  hreslc  of  day  were  alidia- 
peraatl  Ail  Wednesday,  things  remataed  very 
4|uiet^  until  the  eveaing,  wb^n  the  moh  reaa 
affain  to  aa  great  a  munber  ;  but  the  mtfilni 
of  the  Tower  iBandets.  being  then  raised, 
marched  against  them;  but  the  BH>b  in  thn 
aaoMi  maimer  retired  before  them  whenever 
they  came,  and  gave  not  the  least  resistances 
The  deputy  hbutenants  upon  this  wrote  to  the 
officers  of  the  Tower  that  they  did  not  wan* 
their  assistance ;  and  in  this  situation  thinga 
remained  all  Wedneaday  mrhft;  the  aseb 
continuing  together  in  great  bodies  until  tiia 
approach  of  the  militia,  but  ae  eonolantly 
running  away  upon  sight  of  them,  and  so  din> 
persed  tiieniselves  before  the  morning. 

'*  The  deputy  lieutenants  were  with  mefliin 
morning,  and  desired  no  further  orders  than 
what  had  been  akeady  (B^iven,  that  the  gnarda 
of  ibe  Tower  might  assist  them  if  necessary* 
My  lord  mayor,  sii;  John  Williams,  waa 
likewise  with  nie,  and  gave  the  strongest  aa- 
sucances  of  his  zeal  and  resolation  to  diaw 
chm'ge  hie  duty,  if  the  disorders  spread  in  ikm 
city. 

*<  I  sent  aeveral  persons  both  nights  to  awn 
with  the  nobi  and  tatoicn  What  tfaeir  cry  aa# 
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upon  taking  th«it  pMt  of  his  MajaBty^i 
Speech  into  consideratkm ;  but  m  a  mo- 
tion for  that  purpose  would  have  come 
more  prcmerly  from  some  other  lords,  I 
dela^  ror  some  days  taking  notice 
of  It,  or  making  any  motion  for  our 
taking  that  affair  into  our  consideneition. 

traftiManiiig  was;  and  by  all  accounts  the 
vkkief  Mid  origiaal  grievance  is  the  affairs  of 
ihe  Irish,  and  so  ODdersteod  by  the  generality 
of  the  mob:  but  in  sevei'al  quarters,  thegiu 
act  was  cried  out  against ;  in  some  few,  words 
of  disaffection  were  thrown  out ;  and  one  body 
of  men,  of  about  eighty,  were  led  on  by  a 
fellow  that  declared  for  liberty  and  property. 
It  is  said  that  money  was  dispersed  both  nights, 
but  that  does  not  as  yet  appear  to  be  certain. 
But  although  the  complaint  of  the  Irish  was 
the  first  motive,  the  Jac^>bttes  are  blending  wkh 
it  all  ether  discontents,  endeavouring  to  stir 
up  tba  distillers  aud  gin  retailers,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  spirit  and  fury  of  the 
people. 

**.P.  S.  July  so.  I  have  now  received  an 
account  of  what  passed  last  night.  It  was 
between  ten  and  eleren  before  any  number  at 
all  -appeared  in  bodies ;  they  did  not  amoatft 
to  tbree  hundred ;  they  fled  before  the  mititia 
irom  place  to  place  without  any  resistance,  or 
iloing  aay  mischief  but  defacing  one  weaver's 
boose,  who,  they  said,  had  employed  Irish 
Journeymen.  I  believe  there  is  now  an  end  of 
this  bustle,  and  so  I  hope  will  all  attempts 
end  to  disturb  the  peace  of  his  majesty's 
government." 

Tat  JhiSE  OF  Nbwcastli  to  tbb  Eakl  or 
WALoaoaAVB. 

Riot  in'  Spitalfietdt. 

«  Whitehall,  August  5,  (la,)  17d6.  As  your 
excellency  will  have  seen  by  the  news- papers 
that  there  have  been  some  tumultuous  meet- 
ing of  the  mob,  some  niehts  last  week,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Spitalnelds,  I  thought  you 
wfwUd  not  dislike  to  have  a  paiticnlar  and  true 
moemmx  of  Jit«  It  has  beoi  customary,  for 
•oiae  yters  past,  for  numbers  of  Irishmen  to 
(KNne  over  to  Engffad,  to  work  in  the  harvest; 
and  aoine  of  these  people  having,  from  time  to 
tinae,  been  employed  as  joarneymen  by  the 
master  weavers  and  other  artificers  in  ^ital- 
Belda  and  the  adjacent  parts,  and  having 
hired  themselves  mr  that  purpose  iX  lower 
rates  than  are  usually  given  to  journeymen  in 
Bfiglandy  many  of  the  poorer  sort  ef  people, 
wM  by  this  flseans  fovnd  that  the?  shoidd 
siUier  want  enoploy  meat,  or  be  obliged  to  werk 
ibr  lesa  wages  than  they  were  used  to  do,)  ,on 
be  27th  past,  gathered  together  in  a  tumul- 
uous  manner,  and  attacked  a  public-house  in 
i^phalfields,  where  the  Irishmen  osed  to  resort 
md  to  eat,  the  windows  and  doors  of  which 
hey  broke,  and  drove  the  inhabitanls  oat  of 
,%   mxtk  Hw  ewpe Mgbt  they  atoa  atiaekpd 


TTiis,  ray  Lords,  was  my  redson  for  allows 
ing  some  of  the  first  days  of  the  session  \fi 
pass  over,  without  taking  the  least  notict 
of  what  his  Majesty  had  so  wisely  and  so 
necessarily  mentioned  in  his  Speech ;  bui 
upon  finding  no  step  made  towards  it  by  ant"  ' 
other  lord,  as  I  thought  it  an  a£dr  whidi 

■ .   .       ■  •  1.  -fc 

anolher  boose  in  the  like  manner  and  upon  dM 
same  account. 

*'  Hie  magistrates  immediately  assembled 
tojj^er,  and  ^ve  directions  for  raising  tha 
mdhia ;  but  as  it  would  require  some  time  be« 
ibre  they  could  get  ready  te  march,  they  ap- 
plied for  the  assistance  of  a  party  of  tha 
Tower  guard ;  and  the  commanding  office^ 
accordingly  sent  out  a  smalt  detachment,  at 
the  first  appearance  of  which  the  raoh  imme- 
diately dispersed,  and  were  quiet  for  that  night 
During  this  whole  disturbance  the  cry  of  tha 
mob  was  against ^e  Irish,  and  no  mark  of  dis- 
affection to  the  government  appeared.  How-^ 
ever,  as  it  was  thought  necessary  ^at  tha 
earliest  and  most  effectual  care  should  be  takea 
for  putting  a  stop  to  thtte  riotous  proceedings^ 
the  number  of  the  Tower  guard  was  iribreased^ 
and  smaH  parties  of  them  and  the  militia 
patroled  for  some  nights  in  those  P^rts  where 
the  disturl)ances  had  happened.  This  had  sa 
good  an  effect,  that  (except  on  Friday  the  30th 
past,  when  the  mob  attempted  to  gather  to«- 
getber  again,  but  were  immediately  dispersed, 
and  some  of  the  rioters  secured,  who  have 
been  since  committed  to  Newgate)  every  thing 
has  been  perlectly  quiet.  The  militia  is  now 
discharged,  and  for  several  nights  past  them 
has  been  no  patrole  in  the  streets,  nor  any  ap- 
pearance of  the  least  attempt  to  make  anjr 
further  disturbance."  ^ 

Sia  RoBEaT  Walpole  to  HoaACfi  WalmuL 

On  the  Riots  occasioned  hy  tht  Oin  Act. 

**  OEAR  BROTHER, 

**  I  have  forborne  troubling  yon  with  the 
yarions  surmises  and  appiehensions  which  erf* 
late  at  different  times  have  filled  the  town  with 
different  fears  and  expectations  concerning  the 
first  and  immediate  consequences  that  might 
attend  the  commencement  of  the  Gin  act,  be- 
cause it  was  difficult  at  some  times  to  form  any 
probable  opinion  of  what  might  happen  ;  and 
at  other  times,  and  especially  lately,  it  appear- 
ed a  great  deal  more  reasonable  that  there 
would  not  be  any  trouble  or  disorder  at  all ; 
until  about  the  middle  of  last  week,  I  then  be- 
g^n  to  receive  again  accounts  f^om  all  quarters 
of  the  town  that  the  Jaeobites  were  busy  and 
industrious  in  endeavouring  to  stir  up  the  com- 
mon people,  and  make  an  advantage  of  the 
anrversal  clamour  that  prevailed  among  the 
populace  at  the  approaching  expiration  of  this 
darimg  vke.  The  scheme  that  was  laid  was, 
for  aH  the  dislifters  that  were  able,  to  give  away 

Sratb,  to  all  that  should  ask  for  it,  as  mam 
inaodttrvng  waters  as  they  shoidd  desire, 
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ought  not  to  be  delaveJl,  I  took  the  liberty 
to  move  your  lordships  for  the  committee 
you  are  now  in ;  and  as  I  moved  for  your 


and  the  gfreat  distiilers  were  to  supply  aH  the 
retailers  and  dmall  shops  wiih  as  mucb  as  they 
^hould  want  to  be  distributed  and  given  away 
ID  like  manner.  The  shops  were  to  begin  to 
be  opened  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  eve  of 
Michaelmas-day,  and  to  be  contmued  and  re- 
peated on  Wednesday  night,  that  the  mob, 
being  made  thus  drunk,  might  be  prepared  and 
ready  to  commit  any  sort  of  mischief;  and  in 
order  to  this,  anonymous  letters  were  sent  to 
the  distillers  and  town  retailers  Jn  all  parts  of 
the  town,  to  instruct  them,  and  mcite  them  to 
rise  and  join  their  friends,  and  do  as  their 
neighbours  did.  Four  of  these  letters  have 
fallen  into  my  hands,  which  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  directed  discovered  and 
brought  to  us:  and  by  the  excise  officers  that 
go  round  the  town  I  am  informed  that  letters 
to  the  same  purpose  were  dropt,  and"  [Illegi- 
ble, probably  directed]  "  to  most  of  the  disSl- 
lers  m  all  quarters.  Those  we  have  seen  differ 
>rery  little  from  each  other  in  the  tenour  and 
substance,  and  the  strong  criminal  expression^ 
are  in  all  the  same,  only  transposed..  In  such 
as  were  less  formal,  and  not  so  laboured,  the 
word  was  given  sir  Robert- and  sir  Joseph 
[Jekyll].  Upon  the  information,  the  queen 
was  pleased  to  give  such  orders  to  the  guards 
as  vou  will  have  had  an  account  of,  which  have 
had  the  designed  effect,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
all  mankind  are  thought  to  have  prevented  the 
greatest  mischief  and  disorders  that  have  of 
late  been  known  or  heard  of,  at  least  we  have 
the  satis^tion  to  have  our  measures  univer- 
sally applauded. 

•*  1  must  beg  leave  to  say,  there  have  been 
infinite  care  taken  to  observe  and  watch  all 
their  motions  for  above  a  month  past;  and 
upon  the  turn  that  the  Spitalficlds  riots  took,  I 
think  I  may  affirm,  that  the  whole  spirit  was 
at  once  dashed  and  seemed  to  have  been  totally 
laid  aside ;  but  upon  the  contrary  success  at 
ISdinburgh,  the  fire  kindled  anew,  and  nothing 
less  than  such  vigorous  measures  could  have 
prevented  the  evil,  which  I  hope  now  is  put 
an  end  to.  But  the  munnuring  and  com» . 
plaints  of  the  common  p<?ople,  for  want  of 
Gui,  and  the  great  suffenngs  and  loss  of  the 
dealers  in  spirituous  liquoi*s  in  general,  have 
created  such  uneasiness,  that  ibey  well  deserve 
a  great  deal  of  attention  and  consideration. 
And  I  am  not  without  my  apprehensions, 
that  a  non-observance  of  the  law  in  some  may 
create  great  trouble ;  and  a  sullen  acquiescence 
and  present  submission  in  others,  in  hopes  of 
gaining  redress  by  parliament,  may  lay  the 
foundation  of  very  riotous  and  mobbish  appli- 
xations  when  we  next  meet. 

«*  October  1st.  That  last  night  is  likewise 
past  over  in  perfect  quiet,  although  the  patroles 
jn  the  streets  were  taken  off. 

"  London,  Sept.  SO— Oct.  11, 1736.'' 
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going  into  tliis  Committee,  I  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  now  to  explain  what  I 
meant  or  intended  by  my,  motion. 

Though  none  of  the  Riots  or  TiunuUa 
that  have  lately  happened  in  this  kingdom, 
seem  to  have  been  aimed  directly  against 
the  government,  yet,  my  Lords,  it  must 
be  granted,  that  no  such  thing  can  hap- 
pen in  any  country,  in  which  Uie  govern- 
ment is  not  in  some  way  concerned ;  for 
as  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  people  m^ 
disturbed  by  such  tumultuous  assemblief, 
and  as  it  is  the  business  of  every  govern- 
ment to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  people,  therefore  wherever  any  such 
thing  happens,  the  government  ought  to 
look  upon  itself  as  deeply  concerned ;  and 
if  we  consider  what  mighty  consequences 
have  arisen  from  very  small  beginnmgs,  if 
we  consider  how  often  govermnenta  nave 
been  overturned  by  tumults  which  at  first 
seemed  insignificant,  which  seemed  do 
way  intended  for  any  such  end,  we  mast 
conclude,  that  not  only  our  govemment, 
but  our  present  establishment,  and  evesL 
our  hi^py  constitution,  are  concemai  in 
the  riots  which  have  lately  hi^ipened  in 
several  parti  of  this  kingdom.  Fortius 
reason,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House,  as  be- 
ing the  King's  chief  council,  not  to  let 
such  riots  and  tumults  pass  over  unob- 
served, but  to  enquire  narrowly  into  them, 
in  order  to  discover  their  true  causes,  and 
to  provide  an  effectual  and  a  legal  remedy ; 
for  if  the  law  should  lose  its  force,  if  it 
should  become  necessary  upon  all  occa- 
sions to  make  use  of  a  military  force  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  our 
constitution  would  be  at  an  end,  we  could 
not  then  be  said  to  be  under  a  civil  but  a 
military  goveniment. 

Ofall  the  late  tumults,  the  first  I  shall 
take  notice  of  are  those  which  have  hiq»- 
pened  in  the  west  on  accoimt  of  the  turn- 
pikes. Why  turnpikes  should  occanon 
disturbances  m  that  part  of  the  country 
more  than  in  any  otner,  is  what  I  shaH 
not,  at  present,  pretend  to  accoimt  for; 
but  these  disturbances  were  such,  it  seems, 
that  for  quelling  them  it  became  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  militaiy  force,  which  I 
am  very  much  surprized  at,  considerii^ 
the  severe  law  your  lordships  passed  some 
time  since  against  those  who  should  be 
concerned  in  any  such.  To  me  it  is 
amazmg  to  see  that  the  civil  power,  armed 
with  such  a  severe  law,  should  not  be  able 
to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  quell  any  such 
tumult,  without  the  assistance  of  the  gea-^ 
tlemea  of  our  amy ;  and  therefore  I  am 
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apt  to  su^ct  those  tumults  proceeded, 
not  from  any  want  of  power  in  the  civil 
jmagistrate,  but  from  some  other  cause, 
perhaps  from  some  real  injustice  or  op- 
pression brought  upon  poor  people  by 
means  of  those  turnpikes.  The  people 
seldom  or  ever  assemble  in  any  riotous  or 
tumultuous  manner  unless  when  they  '  are 
oppressed,  or  at  least  imagine  they  are  op- 
pressed. If  the  people  should  be  mista- 
ken, and  imagine  they  are  oppressed  when 
they  are  not,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  next  ma^ 
gistrate  to  endeavour  first  to  correct  their 
mistake  by  fair  meansd  and  just  reasoning. 
In  common  humanity  he  is  obliged  to  take 
this  method,  before  he  has  recourse  to 
£uch  methods  as  may  bring  death  and  de- 
struction upon  a  great  number  of  his  fel- 
low countrjnmen,  and  this  method  will  ge- 
nerally prevail  where  they  have  not  met 
with  any  real  oppression :  but  when  this 
happens  to  be  the  case,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected they  will  give  ear  to  their  op- 
pressor, nor  can  the  severest  laws,  nor  the 
most  rigorous  execution  of  those  laws,  al- 
ways prevent  the  people's  becoming  tumul- 
tuous; you  may  snoot  Uiem,  you  may  hang 
^m^Htrnt,  till  the  oppression  is  removed 
or  alleviated,  they  will  never  be  quiet,  till 
the  greatest  part  of  them  are  destroyed. 
This  is  the  chief  reason  and  the  chief  end 
of  all  parliamentary  enquiries,  and  this 
ought  to  be  our  chief  view  in  the  enquiry 
we  are  now  going  upon.  If  we  find  any 
injustice  has  been  done,  if  we  find  any  of 
those  tumults  have^proceeded  from  oppres- 
sion, the  only  way  to*  prevent  such  tumults 
in  time  to  come,  will  be  to  remove  that 
oppression,  and  to  punish  severely  every 
one  of  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  it. 
This  is  the  only  human  method  of  pre- 
venting riots  or  tumults;  for  I  hope  none 
of  your  lord^ips  are  of  opinion,  tiiat  any 
more  severe  or  any  larger  powers  ought 
to  be  granted  by  law :  you  have  already,  by 
a  late  law,  made  it  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  to  be  concerned  in  riotously  break- 
ing down  any  turnpike :  you  cannot, .  by 
any  maxims  oi  government  hitherto  pursued 
in  this  kingdom,  inflict  any  severer  punish- 
ment ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not,  under  pre- 
tence that  the  civil  magistrate  is  not  able 
to  execute  this  law,  agree  to  the  erecting  a 
barrack  at  every  turnpike,  in  order  that  the 
civil  magistrate  may  have  it  in  his  power 
to  shoot  every  man  who  presumes  to  make 
his  escape  from  that  punishment  whi(jh  is 
provided  for  him  by  law. 

As  for  those  Tumults  which  happened 
io  Spitalfieldii  and  that  neighbourhood^  the 


government  was,  I  think,  my  Lords,  as  lit-* 
tie  concerned  in  them,  as  ever  it  can  be  in 
any  such ;  they^proceeded  entirely  from 
an  accidental  quarrel  that  had  happened  be- 
tween the  English  and  Irish  labourers ;  and 
they  might  have  been  quelled,  and  the  ring- 
leaders punished,  even  though  we  had  not 
had  a  regiment  of  regular  troops  in  the 
kingdom.  Then  with  respect  to  that  most 
ridiculous  bSblit  that  happened  in  West- 
mnister-hall,  it  was,  it  is  true,  a  most  dar- 
ing insult  both  upon  the  government  and 
the  courts  of  justice:  but  I  do  not  think  it 
can  be  called  ei^er  a  riot  or  a  tumult. 
There  was,  I  believe,  but  one  person  actu- 
ally concerned  in  it,  and  but  very  few  privy 
to  it;  and  as  it  answered  no  end,  nor  could 
proceed  from  any  sudden  passion  or  resent- 
ment, I  must  think  none  but  mad  men  could 
have  any  hand  in  it.  If  we  consider  the  place 
where,  and  the  person  before  whom  this 
ridiculous  insult  was  committed,  we  must 
conclude  that  no  man  in  his  right  senses 
would  have  been  guilty  of  it,  or  would  have 
so  much  as  thou^t  of  any  such  impudent 
and  foolish  contnvance;  lor  the  noble  lord 
who  presided  in  that  court,  has,  I  am  sure, 
gained  the  affection  and  esteem  of  every  man 
of  sense  in  the  kingdom.  He  is  a  magis- 
trate of  great  power ;  but,  my  Lords,  great 
as  it  is,  his  authority  is  equal  to  his  power; 
for  power  and  authority  we  must  always 
look  as  two  things  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture ;  power,  the  legislature  may  give,  but 
authoruy  it  can  give  no  man.  Authority 
may  be  acquiredby  wisdom, hy  prudence, 
by  good  conduct  and  a  virtuous  behaviour, 
but  it  can  be  granted  by  no  king,  by  no 
potentate  upon  earth.    A  man's  power  de- 

Eends  upon  the  post  or  station  he  is  in, 
ut  his  authority  can  depend  upon  nothing 
but  the  character  he  acquires  among  man- 
kind; and  the  more  power  a  fool  or  knave 
is  vested  with,  the  more  he  will  be  despised, 
the  more  generally  will  he  be  loaded  with 
hatred  and  reproach. 

The  Riots  and  Tumults  which  proceed 
from  Smuggling  are,  my  Lords,  ot  an  old 
standing,  and  of  a  very  different  nature ; 
but  they  are  of  late  become  so  frequent, 
and  the  smugglers  are  become  so  numerous 
and  so  audacious,  that  they  deserve  our 
closest  attention.  I  am  afraid  some  extras 
ordinfiy  methods  must  be  made  use  of  for 
suppressing  them ;  but  the  only(way  of  con- 
triving an  effectual  method  for  that  pur- 
pose will  be,  to  enquire  into  their  causes, 
and  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  pro- 
per for  removing  those  causes;  for  in  the 
body  political|  as  in  the  body  natural. 
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while  the  cause  remaioi » it  is  trnpoasiUe  to 
remove  the  distemper.  Severelaws^ifaiBSt 
smuggliDgy,ackd  the  most  rigorous,  the  most 
arbitrary  execution  of  those  laws,  we 
know  by  the  example  of  a  neighbouring 
kingdom,  will  never  prevail:  by  such  me- 
thods we  may  irritate,  we  may  destn^y  the 
subject,  and  at  last  perhjtt)s  bring  9n/a  dis« 
temper  of  a  much  more  dai^rous  nature; 
and  I  a^  afraid  the  law  passed  last  year  for 
preventing,  smfiggling,  will  be  found  to  be 
a  remedy  of  «oc^  a  nature.  If  thiU;  law  had 
been  passed  im  that  form  and  shftpe,  in 
which  it  was  once,  put  by  this  House,  it 
would  not,  in  i^y  opinion,  hav|i  been^^ 
extraordinary,  nor  s^  dangerous ;  and,  1 
teiieve  it  would  have  been  much  more 
e£^tual.  We  were  told  by  the  best  law- 
yers in  England,  that  by  that  law,  as  it  was 
erst  brought  in,  and  afterwards  passed,  no 
judge  in  Ene^and  could  know  liow  to  direct 
e  jury ;  and  ailer  they  had  told  us  so,  I 
must  think  it  was  a  little  odd  to  turn  it  out 
of  that  shape  we  had  put  it  into  by  their 
advice,  and  pass  it  in  that  very  shape,  in 
which  they  told  us  it  could  have  no  e&ct. 
Upon  this  occasion,  I  must  observe,  my 
Lords,  that  even  that  wicked,  that  atroci- 
ous riot  and  murder  committed  at  Edin- 
burgh, proceeded  originally  irom  smug- 
gling; for  it  was  the  execution  of  a  smug- 
gler, that  occasioned  all  that  disorder  and 
wickedness  which  afterwards  easucd.  That 
tumult  and  the  murder  they  committed, 
was,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  extra^lrdinary, 
that  ever  happened  in  any  country,  and  it 
jHras,  I  think,  one  of  the  greatest  indigni- 
ties, that  ever  was  put  upon  an  establi^ed 
government.  For  tliis  reason,  it  highly  de- 
serves our  attention,  and  we  ought  to  look 
upon  it  as  the  moxe  daneerous,  and  the 
more  to  be  taken' notice  of,  because  it  was 
carried  on  with  a  sort  of  decency  aiid  order, 
for  as  Germanicus  observ^  of^a  mutiny 
among  the  Roman  soldiers,  it  was  the  more 
to  be  dreaded,  because  it  seemed  to  be  at- 
tended with  no  disorder  or  contusion.  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  the  government  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  discover,  or  at  least  toi^ 
prehend,  any  of  die  persons  guilty  of  that 
barbarous  murder  ;  n>r  where  such  persons 
were  ccmcemed,  many  of  thehr  names  may 
aurely  be  discovered,  and  if  they  are  fled 
from  justice,  fly  where  they  will,  they  ought 
to  be  brought  back  and  punished :  by  our 
own  power,  we  may  bring  them  back  from 
our  plantations,  and  by  our  interest  we  may 
be  able  to  bring  them  back  from  any  fo- 
reign country  ;  for  no  state  in  Europe  will 
protea  such  cruel  aaurdema :  a  foieign 


sUcte  vfKf  perhi^  for  political  tmatM^ 
give  shelter  to  the  rebels  of  aneigU>o«mi| 
country,  but  I  cannot  think  any  stsle  wi 
leftise  to  give  up  such  criminali,  wfaea  a 
proper  application  is  made  to  them  for  Uat 
paipose.  The  names  of  the  rouaieien 
must  be  all  known  in  the  city  of  E<&» 
burgh,  at  least  the  names  of  such  ai  Jmt 
absconded  or  fled  on  tiiat  account,  and  if 
the  citueens  refuse  to  give  an  account  of 
their  names,  tiiere  may  be  methods  fomd 
for  compelling  them  :  they  maybe  thfeit- 
ened  witb/^emoving  the  couits  of  justice^ 
as  was  done  in  the  Tate  queen's  time,  whea 
the  tumult  happened  there,  which  occa* 
sioned  the  execution  of  captain  Green. 
Upon  that  occasion  her  Majesty,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  her  council  here,  wrote  a  fetter  to 
the  privy  council  ctf  Scotland,  orderio^ 
them  to  signi^  to  the  magistrates  of  Edin- 
burgh^ that,  in  caseany  su«htumulteyerhap 
pened  again,  the  courts  of  justice  should  afl 
be  removed  from  that  city ;  from  whentf 
I  must  conclude,  that  the  King  has  a  poter 
to  remove  them  ;  for  if  our  King  had 
no  such  power  I  am  sure  no  such  thmg 
would  have  been  threatened  by  » Via 
an  administration,  as  we  had  then  the 
happiness  to  have  at  the  head  of  our  a£» 
fairs* 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  citizens  ofEdinborgh 
should  obstinately  protect  or  conceal  those 
murderers,  there  are  cases  in  which  a  ci^ 
may  forfeit  her  charter,  and  become  as  it 
waain  Misericordia  i2m»,  with  respect  to 
her  whole  liberties  ana  fraadiises,  llie 
city  of  Cambridge  was  declared  by  padia- 
ment  in  the  reis:n  of  Richard  Q.  to  hare 
forfeited  all  her  liberties,  on  account  of  an 
insult  committed  by  the  citizens  upon^ 
University ;  in  consequence  of  wfaichi 
many  g£  their  privileges  were  taken  frott 
them,  and  granted  to  the  Unhrersity ;  frooi 
hence  we  may  see,  Hmt  a  ci^  wsj  foHeit 
her  privileges,  and  I  do  not  Know  but  the 
ci^  of  Edinburgh  has  already  done  so;  for 
ifh  should  appear,  tiiat  the  citizens  had 
been  genially  concerned  in  that  riot  aod 
murder,  if  they  should  protect  or  conceal 
the  murderers,  or  if  the  magistrates  of  M 
city  had  either  through  fear  ordeiiga  con- 
nived at  the  murder,  they  might  bejorff 
deemed  to  have  forfeitod  their  cbiiter;  and 
insuchacase,  I  do  not  know  but  it  H»y  be 
thmight  proper  to  divest  them  of  Mnt « 
their  privileges,  by  way  of  pooirfunciiti 
and  as  an  example  for  other  aties  intina 
to  come. 

For  this  reason,  I  think,  mj  L«*y^ 
ought  toflvritt  apafttate^n^ibyiDtvv^ 
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aAnr  and  into  the  condod  of  the  magb- 
tratesv^nthatcccaoan;  aad  thk  enqniiy 
is  the  morenecetsttryy.  became  it  does  Dot 
«eeiD^  that  any  ibU  discorery  has  yet  been 
aiade  oftheaujdiorsof  thatriot.  This  I 
hope  may  be  obtained  by  virtue  of  ihe 
power  aid  aothorily  of  pariiaBiCBit ;  and 
-when  we  have  discovered  the  anthora^  we 
msy  taike  such  measarea  as  shall  be  thou||ht 
Biott  proper  for  bringing  them  to  cond^ 
pmusfament.  As  this  tumult  at  Edinburgh 
was  of  the  most  heinous  nature^  and  as  a 
^rery  high  indignity  was  by  those  rioters 
put  upon  the  crown  itself  weought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  bcH^a  with  it ;  but  let  us  htgia 
wnere  we  wilJ^  it  is  incumbent  ^poB  os  to 
make  some  enquiry  into  that  and  the  other 
rioli  which  have  lately  happened;  for  after 
his  Majesty  has  in  his  speech  e^ipi^ssly 
inentioned  and  complained  of  those^  riots 
and  tumuks,  it  would  look  very  odd  in  this 
House  to  take  no  notice  of  them>  nor  make 
any  attempt  for  punishing  the  authors  {£ 
tibose  that  are  passed,  as  well  as  endeavour- 
hug  to  prevent  anv  such  fi)rtiiefuture«  Such 
a  neglect  would  show  a  very  great  disrespect 
aad  a  disregard  for  the  honour  and  interest 
^  our  sovereign,  which  I  am  sure  every 
oae  of  your  lordships  will  endeavour  to 
anoidy  as  much  as  I  can.  Ishallnot  atjpre- 
ssnt  takeupon  me  to  make  ywL  any  motion, 
because  i  think  it  will  come  better  from 
thase  who  have  the  honour  to  be  employed 
ki  the  administration ;  and  I  hope  some  of 
Ihem  will  stand  vfp  and  move  for  some  sort 
of  eaqairy  iato  that  aiiair,  or  make  some 
motbn  tending  to  that  ptarpose. 

For  nnr  own  part,  my  Lords,  i]»  taking 
ftotice  of  the  amur  in  the  manner  I  have 
ajkreadr  done,  I  have  done  my  dii^  as  a 
lord  or  tiiis  House;  andif  aothmg  farther 
should  be  done,  I  shell  from  what  1  hanre 
said,  have  at  least  this  advaotage,  that  if  I 
siisuld  find  myself  oUiced  to  oppose  any 
■sethods  that  may  hereafter  bepiopo9ed,ftiT 
preventingsnch  riots  in  time  to  come,  which 
amr  yery  probably  be  the  case,  1  h<^  it 
wiH  notbe  thrown  in  my  teeth,  ^at  I  am  a 
frvourer  and  an  encourager  of  such  riots ; 
Cmt,  from  what  I  have  now  said,  the  con- 
trary will  appear :  It  appears,  I  believe, 
tiiat  I  am  as  great  an  enemy  to  riots  as  any 
num:  I  am  sorry  to  see  them  so  frequent 
as  they  are;  but  I  shall  never  be  for  sacri* 
ficing  the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  engaging  in  an^  riotous 
proceedings ;  because  I  am  sure  it  may  be 
oone  by  a  much  more  gentle  and  less  ex- 
pensive method*  A  wise  and  a  pm^nt 
^oaduGly  and  a  constant  parsoit  of  upright 


and  joitmeasoreB,  wiB  establish  the  aa- 
thontyaswdl  as  the  power  of  the  govern- 
meat ;  and  where  auoiority  is  joined  with 
newer,  the  people  will  neverbetumuHaous; 
butl  mustobscrve,  and  I  do  it  without  a 
designof  amending'  aay  person,  that  ever 
shice  I  came  into  the  world,  I  never  saw 
an  administration  diat  had,  inmy  opinion^ 
so  mnch  power  or  so  little  authority.  I 
hope  some  methods  will  be  taken  frnr  est^^ 
Uimmigamcmg  the  people  in  general  that 
rsi^>eet  and  esteem,  wnich  troy  ought  to 
haye  for  their  governors,  and  which  every 
admiaiitration  ought  toendeavom',  asmuch 
as  possible,  to  acquire:  I  hope  proper  me- 
ihodswiU  be  taken  for  restormg  to  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom  their  ancient  author 
ri^;  for  if  that  is  not  done,  if  the  lord 
chief  justice's  warrant  is  not  of  itself  cf 
so  much  authority,  as  that  it  may  be  exe* 
cuted  by  his  tipstaff  in  any  county  of  £ng^ 
land,  without  any  other  assistance  iifan 
what  n  provided  by  the  law,  it  cnttiot'  be  , 
said  that  we  are  governed  by  law,  or  by 
the  civil  magistnrfs :  If  r^ular  troops 
should  once  become  neces#ry  Ibr  execute 
ing  the  lawst^on  every  occasion,  it  co^ 
not  then  be  said,  that  we  were  governed 
by  the  civil  power,  but  by  the  military 
sword,  which  is  a  sort  of  government  I  am 
sure  none  of  your  lordsmps  would  desire 
ever  to  see  e^teiblished  m  this  kingdom. 

The  Duke  oS  Newca£tle  spoke  next,  saad 
after  him. 

The  Lord  Hardmckeyisx  substance  ^ 
follows :  * 

My  Lorik ;  1  agree  with  Ihe  noble  lord^ 
that  it  is  both  proper  and  necessary  ^ 
this  House  to  teke  somo  notice  of  the 
many  riots  and  taaiEdlts  that  have  lately 
hq)pened  in  this  kii^doni.  Indtitytoour 
cooitry,  we  are  obliged  to  enqoire  into 
their  original  caoses,  and  to  contrive,  if 
pes^Mie,  some  efeetuat  means  for  pre- 
venting tiie  like  in^  time  to  come;  and  as 
las  Miqestf  has  been  so  ^ood  as  to  meation 
them  in  h»  speech  to^  his  poriiaraent,  wa 
are  fromthence  bound  in  do^r  ^  e^r  so* 
vereiga,  to  take  notice  of  wh^  has  been 
so  strongly  recowaacndted  hjr  him;  there- 
fore 1  RMke  no  doubt  but  a  motmn  would 
have  been  nwde  for  that  purpose  by  some 
of  those  concerned  in  the  administratiofs 
if  they  lMi?d  not  been  prevented  by  tfie 
noble  lord  who  sp<*e  first;  widashislord- 
sKip  was  pleased  to  move  for  our  going  inta 
this  cotoiiaittee  so  very  earijrin  the  sesBtoy» 
I  am  sure  he  cannot  complain,  that  the  a^ 
focrwaseitbernegieetedor  tookmg  post- 
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pcmed,  by  those  whose  proper  bosiness  it 
wastowe^otice  of  it.  That  some  sort 
of  enqoiry  ought  to  be  made  into  those 
riotSy  I  therefore  presume  to  be  the  opinioD 
of  crery  lord  in  this  House;  but  as  they 
have  been  of  late  not  only  Tory  frequent, 
but  so  general,  that  they  hsnre  in  some 
manner  spread  over  the  whole  kingdom,  I 
must  think  the  enquiry  ought  to  be  as  ge- 
neral asthe  grieyancexomplained  of  is  ge- 
neral; for  surely  whatever  remedy  may  be 
proposed,  whatever  method  may  be  con- 
trived for  preventing  such  riots'  in  time  to 
come,  that  remedy,  or  that  method  must 
be  general,  ami  therefore  the  enquiry  ought 
to  be  general :  A  particular  enquiry  into 
the  causes  of  any  one  riot,  can  never  point 
out  to  us  the  causes  of  any  other,  nor  can 
it  communicate  to  us  any  knowledge  or 
information,  which  can  be  of  use  to  us  in 
contriving  'a  general  regulation.  Besides, 
a  particular  enquiry  into  every  one  of  the 
riots  that  has  lively  happened,  would  take 
up  so  much  time,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
siole  for  this  House  to  go  through  it  in  one 
session,  were  the  session  to  continue  from 
one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other ;  and  as 
none  but  persons  of  the  lowest  rank  had 
been  concerned  in  any  one  riot  that  has 
happened,  it  is  bdow  the  dignity  of  parlia- 
ment, to  enquire  particularly  into  them. 
For  these  reasons,  I  think  a  general  en- 
quiiyis  the  most  proper,  and  indeed  the 
only  one  we  can  go  tlirough  with ;  and  if 
the  noble  lord  wm  be  pleased  to  move  for 
any  such  enquiry,  as  I  seconded  his  motion 
for  our  going. into  this  committee,  I  shall 
likewise  very  readfly  second  his  motion  for 
that  enquiry. 

As  for  the  real  causes  of  tlie  several 
tumults  that  have  happened,  they  will  best 
appear  when  we  come  to  examine  into 
them;  but,  my  Lords,  I  am  already  very 
apt  to  believe  that  all  the  tumults  that  have 
lately  happened,  proceed  from  one  and  the 
same  cause :  I  believe  tbey  proceed  from  a 
want  of  power  in  the  ciinl  magistrate  to 
prevent  or  punish,  and  a  too  great  liberty 
m  others  to  mislead  the  people,  and  to  stir 
them  up  to  riot  and  disorder.  Tl^e  people, 
it  is  true,  seldom  grow  mutinous,  but  wnen 
they  are,  or  think  they  are  oppressed ;  but 
as  the  people  are  always  jealous  of  those  in 
power,  and  mighty  apt  to  believe  every 
piece  of  scandal  or  reproach  that  is  thrown 
upon  them,  it  is  very  easy  for  those  who 
are  prompted  by  their  malice  or  revenge, 
to  make  the  people  believe  they  are  op- 
pressed, when  there  is  not  the  least  ground 
for  any  such  insinuation;  and  while  the 
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dvfl  magistrate  has  not  a  sufficient  power 
to  put  a  atOD  to  such  insinuations,  or  to 
punish  the  nnnenters  of  sedition,  it  wiflbe 
impossible  to  prevent  riots,  ecpecially,  if 
the  people  should  imagine,  or  be  made  to 
believe,  that  he  had  not  a  power  to  punish 
them  for  any  such  riot.  This  I  take  tobe 
the  princmal  cause  of  all  our  late  tumults, 
this  I  believe  will  plainly  appear  upon  a 
general  enquiry,  and  when  it  does  appear. 
It  will  be  easy  for  the  legislature  to  suppfy 
that  defect  in  the  power  of  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate, and  to  restrain  thatliberty,  whidi 
the  sowers  of  sedition  have  lately  made  s« 
great  and  so  wicked  a  use  o£ 

Whatever  general  pretences  of  oppres- 
sion have  been  made  by  those  who  nave 
private  ends  to  serve  by  doin^  so,  I  have 
never  yet  heard  of  any  particular  man, 
who  could  with  justice  complain  of  his 
beinc  oppressed ;  nor  can  it  be  so  much  as 
alleged,  I  believe,  that  any  particular  op- 
pression gave  occasion  to  any  one  of  the 
riotsthat  have  happened.  Those  tumuhsin 
the  West,  were  occasioned  by  the  setting 
up  of  turnpikes,  at  plaoes  where  aH  the 
gentlemen  in  the  country,  where  the  le- 
gislature itself,  tliought  they  were  neces- 
sary ;  but  no  turnpike  can  be  set  up,  nor 
any  public  regulation  made,  which  will  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  private  ihterest 
of  some  persons,  and  if  sucn  persons  think 
they  may,  they  certainly  will  destroy  that 
which  is  inconsistent  with  their  private 
interest. — ^The  riots  in  Spittle-fields  were 
so  far  from  proceeding  from  oppression  in 
any  magistrate,  that  they  proceeded  from 
that  wmch  often  occasions  oppression,  I 
mean  the  unlawful  and  unjust  combinariop 
of  journeymen  and  labourers,  to  keep  up 
or  enhance  their  wages. — ^llie  atrocious 
not  and  cruel  murder  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
bur^,  proceeded  from  the  Crown's  re- 
jfMrievin^  a  man,  upon  a  representation 
signed  by  a  great  number  of  noblonen  and 
gentlemen,  that  the  man  was  unjustly  con- 
demned, or  at  least  that  the  sent^K^e  was 
too  rigorous  ;  and  this  reprieve  was  ooly 
for  a  few  weeks,  that  the  Crown  might 
have  time  to  enquire  narrowly  into  the 
case,  and  to  pardon  or  punidi,  according 
as  the  circumstances  should  iqppear^ — Then 
as  to  that  a&ir  in  Westminster-hall,  I  am 
sorry,  my  lords,  to  hearit  so  slightly  passed 
over ;  your  lordships  may  call  it  a  riot, 
tumult,  insidt,  or  what  you  please  ;  but  it 
was  certainly  one  of  the  most  audacious 
affironts  that  was  ever  olfered  to  an  esta- 
blished govempaait ;  and  could  not,  I  am 
sure,  proceed  from  any  oppression,  unless 
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the  acts  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of 
the  kingdom  are  to  be  called  oppression. 
The  other  riots  seemed  to  point  only  at 
private  men;  but  that  riot  or  insult  was 
levelled  directly  against  the  government, 
nay,  not  only  against  the  government,  but 
against  4>ur  present  happy  establishment. 
I  do  not  mean,  my  Lords,  the  powder  or 
rockets  then  blown  up ;  for  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  persons  guilty^  call  tliem  mad- 
men, or  what  you  will,  had  a  design  to 
blow  up  the  Hall,  or  to  hurt  any  person 
that  was  in  it ;  biit  I  mean  the  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels  spreadabout  in  the  Hall 
by  the  explosion,  and  afterwards  dispersed 
through  every  part  of  this  great  city. 
Those  libels  not  only  reflected  in  the  most 
scandalous  manner  upon  several  acts  of 
Parliament,  but,  by  insinuation,  denied  his 
Majesty's  right  to  the  Crown,  and  in  some 
manner,  asserted  the  right  of  the  Pre- 
tender. What  might  have  been  the  aim 
of  the  authors  of  this  insult,  or  whether 
they  had  any  aim,  I  shall  not  now  enquire ; 
but  it  is  certain,  if  they  had  not  been  dis- 
covered, and  as  severely  punished,  as  the 
lenity  of  our  laws,  and  the  mercifulness  of 
our  present  government  would  admit  of, 
their  insult  would  at  least  have  answered 
this  end,  that  it  would  have  given  people 
a  mean  opinion  of  our  government,  and 
might  have  given  rise  to  seditious  attempts, 
of  a  much  more  dangerous  nature. 

I  am  surprized,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  said, 
that  if  the  military  force  should  no\Y  and 
then,  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  be 
call^  to  the  assistance  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate, we  should,  upon  that  account,  be- 
come subject  to  the  military  sword^  or 
'tiiat  our  government  should,  by  such  means, 
become  a  military  government.  I  hope  it 
will  be  allowed,  our  soldiers  are  the  king's 
subjects,  as  well  as  other  men  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  most  of  our  magistrates, 
especially  those  concerned  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  have  a  power  to  call  any 
of  the  king's  subjects  they  can  see,  to 
their  assistance,  for  preserving  the  peace, 
or  for  enabling  them  to  execute  any  of  the 
king's  writs ;  and  in  case  of  any  such  call, 
we  likewise  know,  that  every  one  of  the 
king's  subjects,  so  called,  is  obliged  to 
obey ;  if  tney  do  not,  they  are  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  for  wluch  they  may  be  in- 
dicted, and  for  which  they  may,  by  ex- 
press statute,  be  fined  and  imprisoned: 
why  then  may  not  a  civil  magistrate  call 
the  soldiers  to  his  assistance  as  well  as 
other  men  ?  For  my  part,  I  can  tee  no 
4ifference  it  can  make^  with  respect  to  our 
[VOL.  IX.] 


form  of  government,  and  I  am  sure,  with 
respect  to  the  end  or  intention  of  calling 
any  man  to  his  assistance,  it  will  be  much 
better  answered,  and  with  more  safety  to 
the  subject  in  general,  by  his  calling  the 
king's  soldiers  to  his  assistance,  than  by 
calling  any  other  of  the  king's  subjects  : 
therefore,  while  the  king's  trpops  act  under 
the  direction  of  the  civil  magistrate^  and 
as  his  assistants  only,  we  shall  be  as  much 
under  a  civil  government  as  if  we  had  no 
such  troops  ;  the  only,  difference  is,  that 
with  the  few  troops  we  have,  the  la^s 
may  be  put  in  execution,  and  smugglers, 
thieves,  highwajonen,  and  such  like  rogues, 
apprehended  and  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nishment, without  risquing  the  lives  ofhis 
Majesty's  industrious  subjects,  or  calling 
them  away  from  their  usual  emplojrments. 

From  what  I  have  said,  my  Lords,  I 
think  it  will  appear,  that  we  ought  not  only 
to  have  regular  troops,  but  that  they  ought 
to  be  employed  by,  and  at  the  command 
of  the  civil  magistrate ;  and  experience  has 
shewn  us,  that  they  often  become  necessary 
for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  lives  of  innocent  subjects.  In  those 
tumults  which  happened  in  the  West  about 
turnpikes^  it  became  necessary  to  employ 
a  military  force,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
life  of  a  magistrate  who  was  threatened  by 
the  mob,  for  no  other  reason,  but  because 
he  had  been  diligent  in  putting  the  laws  in 
execution.  In  another  comer  of  the  same 
county,.  ( Cornwall)  a  fellow  took  it  in  his 
head  to  keep  possession  of  another  man's 
estate  by  violence,  and  in  spite  of  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom  ;  for  this  purpose  he  pro- 
vided himself  with  several  confederates, 
as  wicked  and  as  fgolish  as  himself,  and 
with  proper  arms  for  opposing  all  the  power 
he  thought  could  be  sent  against  him :  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  assisted  by  the 
county,  went  to  execute  the  king's  writ 
against  him  ;  but,  instead  of  submitting, 
he  fired  upon  them,  killed  some  of  th^ 
sheriff's*  assistants,  and  obliged  them  to 
retire.  Was  it  not  then  proper,  was  it  not 
necessary  to  call  the  king's  troops  to  the 
assist^ce  of  the  sheriff?  They  were  called, 
and,  without  the  spilling  ofany  more  inno- 
cent blood,  the  laws  were  put  m  execution, 
the  owner  got  possession  of  his  estate,  and 
the  criminal  who  dared  to  oppose  the  law 
Vas  hanged.  EveA  but  last  summer,  it 
was  hiemy  probable  that'  great  tumults 
would  have  neen  raised  against  the  law, 
for  preventing  the  retail  of  spirituous  U* 
quors ;  for  great  threatenings  had  been  . 
made,  and  some  bad  publicly  4«claredthej 
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wouM  not  give  dbedience  to  it ;  hxxt  by 
the  prudent  measures  that  were  taken,  and 
by  shewing  that  die  king's  troops  would 
be  employed  against  those  who  should 
dare  to  oppose  the  law,  all  those  threats 
ended  in  a  few  tricks  to  evade  the  law, 
which  I  hope  will  he  soon  got  tlie  better 
•f,  b^  the  care  and  diUffence  of  the  com- 
inissioners  of  excise^  Inese  few  examples 
«hew,  that  a  military  force  becomes  some- 
times absolutely  necessary  for  patting  the 
laws  in  execution  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for 
the  few  regtdar  tro(^  we  have,  riots 
would  be  more  frequent  than  they  are,  and 
much  more  dangerous  ;  as  will,  I  believe, 
appear  by  a  general  enquiry  into  the  riots 
mat  have  lately  happened  ;  therefore  I 
shall  heartily  agree  in  any  motion  tending 
to  the  bringing  on  of  sucSi  an  enquiry. 

The  Lord  BathuntroBeand  said: 

My  Lords;  It  must  be  confessed,  that 
riots  and  tumults  have  of  late  been  not 
only  very  frequent,  but  very  general  in 
this  kingdom,  and  therefore  it  may  be,  1 
tiiink,  justly  concluded  that  there  is  some 
general  cause,  some  general  error,  which 
makes  our  people  so  generally  uneasy; 
but  I  am  very  far  from  tiiinking,  that  ge- 
neral cause  proceeds  from  any  want  of 
power  in  the  civil  magistrate,  or  from  too 
great  a  hT)erty  in  the  people.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  there  are  se- 
verer laws  against  riots,  or  where  there 
are  greater  powers  given  to  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate for  preventing  or  quelling  them. 
The  civil  magistrate  has  now  greater 
powers,  and  our  laWs  against  riots  are  more 
severe,  than  ever  were  known  to  tur  an- 
cestors ;  and  therefore  I  am  apt  to  Suspect 
that  most  of  our  late  ridts  have  proceeded 
from  that  general  cause  from  which  almost 
all  tumults  proced,  I  mean,  from  the  unjust 
and  oppressive  conduct,  or  from  the  supine 
negligence  and  indolence  of  those  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  execution  of  our  laws. 

When  the  people  are  made  uneasy  by 
the  oppressions  of  those  entrusted  with 
power,  or  when  wicked  and  evil-disposed 
persons  are  idlowed  to  become  seditious  or 
Ecentious  by  the  neglect  of  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate, the  parliament  ought  to  interpose. 
If  it  does  not,  tumults  must  of  course  en- 
iue,  and  those  tumults  may  at  last  produce 
most  extraordinary  events.  Let  us  exa- 
inine  our  own  history^  and  we  shall  find, 
most  of  those  tumults  or  riots  we  have  any 
account  of,  proceeded  from  the  oppression 
of  those  entrusted  with  power,  ana  a  neg- 
£ict  to  remove  that  oppression,  or  to  pti- 
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nish  llie  eppressore.  The  ftmouB 
rection  onoer  Wat  Tyter,  (in  tiie  mmoHty 
of  Rich.  2,)  we  are  expressly  tdd  by  6v 
historians,  at  first  proceeded  from  a  ftem 
tax  then  imposed,  the  greatpowers  granted 
foft  levying  that  tax,  «nd  the  opprenit 
use  oMMie  of  those  powen  by  die  tax-ga- 
therers. But,  as  oppression  fddomw- 
pears  m  one  shiq^  ^"v »  ^  ^  general  dv- 
content  always  arises  from  several  caaa, 
so  at  that  time  tiie  people  had  several  rea- 
sons for  being  dissatuffied:  theycomplainel 
that  their  foreign  enemies  were  allowed  to 
ravage  and  plunder  them  widi  impimit^ 
and  that  dieir  domestic  enemies,  the  Imr- 
yers,  ruined  them  with  vexatious  suits  and 
extorsive  fees ;  and  they  were  not  onlj 
oppressed  by  tlie  collectors  of  the  pubfac 
revenue,  but  Kkewise  by  the  nobffityand 
lords  of  manors,  who,  by  the  great  poiren 
and  privileges  they  enjoyed,  fept  the  peo- 
ple in  a  sort  of  siavery.  This  last  sort  of 
oppression,  indeed,  we  now  seem  tobe  in  no 
danger  of;  for  our  nobihty  seem  to  bare 
very  little  power  left  in  their  hands;  bnt 
with  respect  to  the  other  grievances,  wcdo 
nrot  know  but  the  peopte  may  now  bare 
reason  to  complain  cnTsomething  like  them, 
and  if  they  hate,  those  causes  of  cottpliint 
ought  to  be  enquired  hito  by  paifement, 
and  removed  aji  soon  ai  possmle. 

Upon  such  occasion^,  my  Lords,  itisoot 
sufficient  to  quell  the  riot,  it  is  not  suficf- 
cnt  to  punish  the  rioters,  or  to  make  se- 
vere laws  for  puni^ing  aH  such  for  the  fu- 
ture :  the  gov^ment,  by  good  hck,  pi 
the  better  of  aiat  infiurrecnon  under  Wat 
Tyler,  and  of  all  die  other  tmmdts  that 
happened  about  that  time,  and  great  care 
was  taken  to  punish  Ae  rioters  with 
the  utmost  seventy ;  but  no  proper  care 
was  taken  to  remove  the  causes  of  those 
riots,  or  to  punish  the  oppreasora  of  d» 
people,  \VtiAt  was  the  ^onsequcnct? 
The  discontents  of  the  people  conlnw«l» 
and  though,  by  the  seventy  diat  had  been 
used,  they  were  for  some  time  ftyrteied 
from  being  guilty  of  any  new  i^  or  ta- 
mult,  yet  at  last  they  galhered  mto  a  re- 
gular army,  and,  und^r  the  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,  defeated  the  kingjj 
forces,  banished,  beheaded,  or  baiiged  »« 
his  favourites,  and  among  the  rttt,  ts 
Robert  TresiMan  (iriio  bfi  been  one  of 
the  most  rigorous  in  prOseCutiiK  *"|^ 
nishing  the  rioters,  and  who,  it  is  »n> 
never  wanted  reasoti^  to  countenance  what- 
ever he  found  was  agreeabte  totheKBg) 
was  accused  of  hi^  treason,^  "^^^^ 
and  condenmed  by  the  paitiwjctit,  »* 
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90011  after  hapged  at  Tyburn^  This  Bf* 
leased  the  mincU  of  the  people  foK  soma 
tune,  but  aa  that  uofortunate  king  iooq 
ret  wed  to  his  fonnev  cousses,  and  dia- 
regarded  the  complaints  of  the  people, 
riots  and  tumulta  continued  durmg  his 
whole  ce^n^  and  at  last  paved  the  wajf  for 
Henry  im't  ascending  the  throne. 

Now,  my  Lords,  as  riots  and  tumulte 
generally  proceed  from  oppression^  or  from 
neglect  mthe  civil  magistrate,  and  as  both 
the  <q^e3aion  and  the  neglect  of  the  civil 
magiMrate  may  impear  in  various  shapBS, 
and  may  be  very  diffisrent  in  one  case  from 
what  is  m  another^  when  several  riots  have 
bi^pf  ened»  at  di&rent  times,  and  in  di&- 
rent  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  impoasible 
to  discover  the  true  cause  of  any  of  them 
I>y  a  general  inqfuirj^  nor  will  a  particular 
enquury  into  t^  cause  of  one  discover  the 
true  cause  of  aoother.  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
aent  tax  the  magistrates  at  Edinburgh,  or 
those  in  the  West,,  or  in  a^y  other  part  of 
the  kingdom,  aithar  with  oppression  or 
xieglect;  but  if  any  of  them  have  been 
givlty  of  either,  can  that  oppression  or 

gneclect  be  discovered  by  a  general  enqui* 
T  Oi  will  an  inquiry  into  the  riot  at 
linburgh,  and  the  conduct  of  the  ma^s- 
trateis^  there,  discover  to  us,  whether  any 
of  the  magistrates  in  the  West  of  Bnglaad 
or  ia  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  have 
been  gfulty  of  oppression  or  neglect  ?  The 
tiling  appears  at  ^rst  sight  impossible,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  way  of  answering  the 
intention  of  his  MajeslT^'s  i^eech^  or  in<- 
deed  our  own  du^  as  members  of  this 
House,  but  bv  a  particular  enquiry  into 
Qvery  one  of  the  riots  that  have  happened, 
or  at  least  into  some  of  the  most  conad^v 
able  of  them ;  cost  what  it  will,  take  up 
what  time  it  will,  it  must  be  gone  about, 
and  the  sooner  we  begin,  the  greater  re- 
gard we-  shew  both  to  our  king  and  our 
country.  I  cannot  really  comprehend 
what  is  meant  by  a  general  enquiry:  in 
my  opinion,  it  can  mean  nothing  but  an 
enquiry  into  our  laws^  relating  to  riots,  and 
the  sowers  of  sedition;  for  if  you  proceed 
to  enquire  into  the  particular  circumstances 
and  facts  of  all,  or  any  one  riot  that  has 
liappened,  your  enquiry  must  become  par- 
ticular; and  if  you  do  not  enquire  mto 
circumstances  and  &cts,  if  you  enquire 
only  i»to  our  laws,  you  cannot  discover 
ihe,  original  causeof  any  one  riot  that  has 
b^^ened. 

II  your  lordslups  hav«  a  mind  to  go 
Mifas^  an  enquiry  mto  our  laws  relating  to 
w^  and  the:  sow>ersr  of  aedition,  I  mil 


be  far  from  being  against  any  motion,  for 
that  purpose ;  because  it  will  from  thence 
appear,  that  our  laws  against  riots  are  id- 
ready  as  severe  as  they  can  be  aiade,  in  a 
country  where  no  radb  or  tortures  can  be 
admitted;,  and  it  will  likewise  appear,  that 
our  laws  against  those  who  stir  the  people 
up  to  sedition,  are  as  severe  as  they  can, 
or  ought  ta  be  made  in  a  free  country. 
The  general  method  of  stirring  the  people 
up  to  sedition,  is  by  spreading  false  and 
seditious  libels  or  reports  against  their  ma- 
(pstrates,  and  every  one  knows  how  easv 
it  is  to  prosecute  the  authors  of  such,  and 
how  severely  they  are  punished  by  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom.  Indeed  the  method 
of  trial,  which  is  by  a  jury,  and  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  punishment,  which  is  by 
pillory,  make  it  necessaiy  for  our  magis- 
trates df  all  degress,  to  court  the  esteem 
and  affisctions  of  the  people  ;  for  in  case 
of  any  general  discontent  against  any  one 
magistrate,  a  junr  will  but  seldom  bring  in 
a  verdict  in  his  favour,  and  when  he  does 
recover  a  verdict,  the  principal  part  of  the 
punishment  is  evaded,^  by  die  &vOur  gf 
the  mob  or  populace.  I  hc^e,  my  Lord% 
we  have  no  such  magistrates  at  present; 
at  l^ast  if  we  h^ve,  I  am  sure  their  conduct 
ought  to  be  enquired  ihto ;  and  if  we  have 
no  sucb  magistrates,  we  cannot  suppose 
that  any  of  our  late  r^>ts  were  occasioned 
by  the  i^eading  of  frdse  and  seditious  li- 
bds  or  reports ;  because  if  they  had^  the 
authors  of  such  libels  or  reports  would 
certainly  have  been  prosecuted,  and  would 
asoertainly  have  met  with  condign  punish- 
ment, by  the  laws  as  they  now  stand;  un- 
less we  suppose  that  some  of  our  magis- 
trates have  been  deficient  in  their  duty, 
which  is  a  crime  that  ought  to  be  f)unished, 
or  at  least  censured,  but  it  is  a  crime  that 
can  be  discovered  only  by  a  particular  en- 
quiry into  the  circumstances  of  each  riot ; 
it  can  never  be  discovered  by  any  general 
enquiry. 

We  have  not,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  yet 
heard  that  a  man  of  any  figure  was  con- 
cerned in  any  of  the  riots  t£at  have  hap- 
pened; I  hope  no  such  thing  will  ever  ap- 
pear ;  but  in  such  cases  we  are  not  to  re- 
gard the  rank  or  the  ouality  of  the  persons 
concerned.  A  tumult  of  the  very  lowest 
rank  of  people  may,  if  neglected,  become 
very  considerable,  and  generally  produces 
the  most  fatal  and  the  most  cruel  conse- 
quences. The  tumult  under  Wat  Tyler, 
consisted  of  persons  of  the  lowest  rank 
only,  and  was  at  first  inconsiderable,  yet 
ia  a  £&w  days  he  gothimself  at  the  head  of 
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near  100,000  men,  seized  upon,  and  ran- 
sacked the  oity  of  London,  obliged  the 
Tower  to  surrender,  though  it  was  then 
garrisoned  with  12,000  men,  burnt  many 
palaces  and  fine  houses,  put  to  death  many 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  would  pro- 
bably have  put  the  king  himself  to  death, 
and  entirely  overturned  our  government, 
if  a  very  remarkable  sort  of  providence 
had  not  intervened.  Do  not  we  know  that 
many  governments  have  h^en  overturned, 
even  the  government  of  tjie  great  Turkish 
empire  was  but  lately  overturned  by  a  tu- 
mult, in  which  none  but  the  very  lowest 
sort  of  people  were  at  first  concerned. 
The  chief  end  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry 
is  not  to  discover,  or  to  punish  the  persons 
concerned  in  any  tumult ;  it  is  the  conduct 
of  the  magistrates  where  such  tumults  have 
happened,  that  we  are  principally  to  en- 
quire into ;  and  if  upon  such  enquiry  it 
snould  appear  that  tne  tumult  was  occa- 
sioned by  any  oppressive  or  imprudent  be- 
haviour, or  by  any  neglect  or  cowardice  in 
them,  we  ou^ht  to  remove,  to  censure,  or 
to  punish  sucn  magistrates  according  to  the 
hemousness  of  their  crime.  Such  an  en- 
quiry, and  such  an  issue  of  an  enquiry, 
will  satisfy  the  people,  it  will  remove  the 
cause  of  tumults,  aril  consequently  will 
prevent  them  for  the  future ;  whereas  if 
we  employ  ourselves  solely  in  discovering 
and  punishing  the  rioters,  we  do  not  re- 
move but  increase  the  cause  of  tumults; 
we  sliaU  render  the  people  more  discon- 
tented than  they  were ;  the  severity  of 
the  punishment  may  sear  up  the  wound  for 
a  time,  but,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  healed, 
it  will  fester,  and  endanger  the  total  dis- 
solution of  tlie  political  body. 

My  Lords,  whatever  the  opinion  of 
other  lords  may  be,  I  shall  always  be  of 
opinion,  that  there  is  a  very  great  dif- 
ference between  a  magistrate's  being  as- 
sisted in  the  execution  of  his  office  by  the 
posse  of  the  county,  and  his  being  as- 
sisted by  a  body  of  regular  troops.  In 
tho  first  case,  the  magistrate  is  assisted  by 
the  people  only,  and  the  people,  notwith- 
standing the  obligation  they  ai-e  by  law 
under  to  answer  his  call,  will  never  assist 
him  in  oppressing  the  pcoj)le.  If  they  re- 
llise,  they  know  they  must  be  tried  by  tlieir 
country,  and  they  know  their  country  will 
never  condemn  them  for  refusing  to  assist 
in  opjvressing  their  country.  But  with  re- 
spect to  our  army,  as  it  is  now  regulated 
by  the  mutiny-biH,  the  case  is  quite  dif- 
ferent, they  are  now  really  a  body  quite 
distinct  from  the  people;  when  they  are 
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called  to  the  assistance  of  the  ctvil  ma^s- 
trate,  they  are  not  called  as  the  king's  mib- 
jects,  but  as  the  king's  soldiers,  and  as 
they  are  quite  distinct  from  the  people, 
they  may  very  probably  assist  in  oppress- 
ing the  people:  Nay,  my  Lords,  the^must 
assist;  if  they  rdKise,  if  they  disobey 
their  orders,  they  are  not  to  be  tried  by 
their  country,  they  are  to  be  tried  by  tfaie 
martial  law,  and  their  punishment,  instead 
of  fine  or  imprisonment,  is  immediate 
death ;  they  may  that  instant  be  tried  and 
condemned  by  a  court-martial,  and  shot  to 
death  upon  the  very  spot  where  theyjdared 
to  disooey  %eir  oraers;  for  this  reason 
thej  always  will  be,  and  always  hare  been 
assisting  in  destroying  die  liberties,  and 
oppressing  the  people  of  every  countzy, 
where  their  superiors  have  thought  fit  to 
eniploy  them  for  such  wicked  purposes. 

From  hence  your  lordships  roust  see 
the  difference  between  a  civil  magistrate's 
being  assisted«by  the  posse  of  the  county, 
and  his  having  a  body  of  regular  troops 
always  at  command.  In  the  first  case,  he 
must  in  all  his  measures  pursue  justice 
and  equity,  he  must  even  study  me  hu- 
mours and  inclinations,  and  court  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people ;  because,  upon  them 
only  he  can  depend  for  the  execution  of 
his  orders  as  a  magistrate,  and  even  for 
his  safety  and  protection  as  a  private  man; 
but  when  a  civil  magistrate  knows  that  he 
has  a  large  body  of  regular,  well  disd- 

E lined  troops  at  command,  he  despises 
oth  the  inclinations  and  the  interest  of 
the  people ;  he  considers  nothine  but  the 
inclinations  and  the  interest  of  the  sc^- 
diers,  and  as  those  soldiers  are  quite  d^ 
tinct  from  the  people,  as  they  do  not  feel 
the  oppressions  of  the  people,  and  are  sub- 
ject to  such  arbitrary  laws  and  severe  pu- 
nishments, they  will  generally  assist  and 
protect  him  in  the  most  unjust  and  oppres- 
sive measures ;  nay,  as  the  interest  oif  the 
soldiers  are  always  distinct  from,  and  some- 
times opposite  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, a  civil  magistrate,  not  otherwise  op- 
pressive iu  his  nature,  is  sometimes  obliged 
to  oppress  the  people  in  order  to  humour 
and  please  the  army. 

To  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  we  shaD  al- 
ways be  under  a  civil  government  as  long 
as  our  army  under  the  direction  of  the  civS 
magistrate,  is  to  me  something  surprising. 
In  France,  in  Spain,  and  many  other  coun- 
tries, which  have  lon^  been.imder  an  arbi- 
trary and  military  government,  they  have 
the  outward  appearance  of  a  civil  goyem^ 
ment;  even  in  Turkey,  they  have  laws,  tfaef 
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have  lawyen,  they  have  cItO  magistratesy 
and  in  all  cases  of  a  domestic  nature  their 
aenrices  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
civil  magistrates:  but,  my  Lords,  we  know, 
that  in  idl  such  countries  the  law,  the  law- 
yers, and  the  civil  magistrates,  speak  as 
they  are  commanded  by  ihose  who  have  the 
command  of  the  army.  Their  lawyers  have 
often  occasion  to  make  the  same  speech 
that  one  of  our  Judges  made  to  Michael 
Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk  in  Richard  the  2nd's 
reign,  who  upon  signing  it  as  his  opinion, 
that,  *  The  kmg  was  above  the  laws,'  said, 
<  If  I  had  lo^ot  done  this,  my  lord,  I  should 
«  have  been  killed  by  you ;    and  now  I 

*  have  done  it,  I  well  deserve  to  be  hanged 

*  for  treason  against  the  nobles  of  the 
« land.' 

I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  some  of  our  civil 
magistrates,  at  least  those  of  an  inferior  de- 
gree, begin  to  put  too  great  confidence  in 
their  having  a  military  force  at  their 
command,  and  therefore  make  a  little 
4oo  free  with  the  lower  sort  of  pec^le, 
or  at  least  do  not  take  proper  measures 
for  rc'conciling  the  people,  in  a  good-na- 
tured and  peaceable  manner,  to  the  laws  of 
their  country :  a  man  who  has  power  is  but 
too  seldom  at  the  pains  to  use  argument. 
It  has  been  granted,  the  people  rarely  be- 
come tumultuous  but  when  they  are  op- 
pressed, or  are  made  believe  they  are  op- 
pressed ;  if  any  man  has  either  by  writing, 
or  speaking,  directly  or  ironically,  endea- 
voured to  make  them  believe  so,  it  is  the 
business  of  our  magistrates  to  inform  them 
better,  and  to  pumsh  the  defamers  of  our 
government;  tor  such  criminals  may  be 
punished  as  the  laws  now  stand,  unless  we 
sO|)pose  the  people  generally  disaffected, 
virhich  God  forbid  ;  and  if  any  magistrate 
hasbeen  oppressive,  or  deficient  in  his  duty, 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  House,  to  enquire  into 
it,  and  to  punish  the  offender ;  but  this  can 
be  done  only  by  a  particular  enquiry.  The 
Jaw  mentioned  by  the  noble  duke,  I  mean 
the  law  against  gin,  is  a  strong  argument 
for  such  an  enquir}'.  I  believe  every  one 
of  your  lordships  was  afraid  that  law  could 
not  be  carried  m  execution  without  occa- 
sioning riots  and  tumults :  I  wish  that  per- 
nicious liquor  may  not  still  get  the  better 
of  the  legislature  :  but  the  quiet  manner 
in  which  the  law  has  been  hitherto  carried 
into  execution,  shews  how  willing  the  peo- 
ple are  to  submit  to  any  regulation,  if  pro- 
per metliods  be  taken  to  make  them  under- 
stand it,  and  to  prevent  the  designs  of  those 
who  may  be,  by  nature  or  interest,  led  to 
oppose  It  in  a  seditious  manner.  The  good 


success  of  the  measures  taken  with  respect 
to  the  enforcing  that  law,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  strong  proof  of  some  crime  or  neglect  in 
the  magistrates  at  every  one  of  those  places 
where  any  tumult  has  happened,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  be  for  enquiring  in  a  particular 
manner  into  the  curcumstances  and  causes 
of  every  one  of  those  tumults. 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  spoke  next, 
pretty  much  to  the  same  piirport  with 
what  was  said  by  the  duke  of  Newcastle 
and  the  lord  Hardwick ;  and  then 

The  Lord  Carteret  stood  up  again,  and 
spoke  thus: 

My  Lords ;  Since  your  lordships  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  take  so  much  no- 
tice of  what  I  before  hinted  to  you,  and  since 
every  lord  who  has  spoke  upon  the  subject 
seems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  some  sort  of 
enquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the  tumults 
or  riots  that  have  happened,  I  will*  now 
take  upon  me  to  make  some  motions  for 
that  purpose,  because  I  find  no  other  lord 
has  yet  attempted  it. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  think 
it  possible  to  obtain  any  satisfaction  for  our- 
selves, or  to  give  any  satis&ction  to  the 
nation,  by  a  general  enquiry ;  and  if  we 
make  any  particular  enquiry,  I  think  we 
ought  to  begin  with  that  riot  which  was  in 
itself  the  most  wicked  and  atrocious.  That 
the  riot  at  Edinburgh  was  so,  I  believe 
every  one  of  your  loraships  will  agree,  and 
therefore  the  first  motion  I  shall  make,  is, 
that  those  who  were  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  at  die  time  that  riot  happened, 
at  the  time,  I  mean,  when  Porteous  was 
murdered  by  the  mob,  may  be  ordered  to 
attend  this  House.  I  do  not  know  what 
sort  of  magistrates  that  city  has,  or  by  what 
names  they  are  called,  but  I  hope  some  of 
the  lords  of  that  country  will  assist  me  in 
forming  my  motion  in  proper  terms.  If 
your  lordships  agree  to  that  motion,  I  shall 
then  make  you  several  other  motions,  which 
I  take  to  be  necessary  preliminaries  for  an 
enquiry  into  that  afiair. 

I  shall  not  take  upon  me  at  present  so 
much  as  to  guess  or  insinuate  where  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  guilt  lay  upon 
that  occasion ;  but  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
appear  not  to  have  lain  wholly  in  persons 
of  the  meanest  rank  ;  however,  lie  where 
it  will,  if  your  lordships  agree  to  enquire 
into  it,  I  am  sure  you  will  go  through  the 
enquiry  with  that  dignity,  and  wisdom,  and 
impartiality,  which  have  always  attended, 
ana  have  added  weight  to  all  the  proceed- 
ings qS  this  House.    I  am  sure  no  guilty 
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person^  let  his  r^  or  qualit¥  be  what  it 
will^can  escape  your  lordships*  pwietr^^tioiv 
or  avoid  your  justice ;  and  therefore  from 
fuch  an  enquiry  I  propose  great  satisfactioo 
to  myself,  apa  I  fiope  a  sufficient  iiatififac- 
tion  to  the  whole  nation. 

The  £ail  ei  J%taii; 

My  Lords  ;  As  I  am  of  oj^iaion  that  the 
]fiXe  tumults  ought  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
some  measures  taken  for  preventing  the 
like  in  time  to  come,  I  am  so  far  from 
being  against  a  particular  enquiry  into 
thftt  atrocious  riot  aod  cruel  imrnler  that 
happened  at  Edinburgh,  that  I  shall  not 
only  second  the  noble  locd  in  all  the  mo- 
tions proper  for  that  purpose,  but  I  shall 
g^ve  him  aQ  the  assistance  I  can  towards 
putting  those  motions  in  the  most  proper 
ierms.  With  respect  to  the  magistrates  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
inform  your  lordshipSt  that  that  city,  like 
the  rest  of  the  cities  hi  Scotland,,  is 
governed  by  its  magistrates  and  town-coun- 
cil, who,  together,  make  such  laws  and 
vegulations  as  they  think  proper  for  the 
good  goveounent  of  the  city;  but  the  exe- 
cutive gart  of  their  government  consists 
intirely  m  the  ma£istrac}r,  which  is  oom- 
posed  of  a  provost,  tour  bailiffi,  a  treasurer, 
,  and  a  dean  of  Guild.  As  for  the  treasurer, 
his.  business  consists  chiefly  in  managing 
the  estate  and  treasure  of  the  ci^,  and  the 
dean  of  Guild's  chief  business  is  m  looking 
after  the  buildings,  neither  of  whom  could, 
by  means  ef  their  office,  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  mob ;  and  therefove  the  only 
Droper  persons  for  your  lordships  to  call 
oefore  you,  are  those  who  were  the  pro- 
vost and  four  bailiffs  of  that  city,  at  the 
time  the  late  tumult  happened  there. 

That  the  late  tumult  at  Edinburgh  was 
a  most  daring  insult  upon  government,  and 
that  the  murder  committed  at  that  time 
was  one  of  the  most  flagitiou8,.and  attended 
with  the  most  aggravating  circumstances, 
I  shall,  my  Lor&,  most  readily  admit; 
yet  I  am  surprized  to  hear  the  least  insinua- 
tion made,  as  if  the  city's  charter  ought  to 
be  taken  from  them  on  that  account.  It 
is  true,  cities  or  corporations  may,  perhaps, 
by  the  severity  of  law,  be  made  to  forfeit 
their  charter,  when  they  have  been  guilty 
of  any  very  heinous  and  very  extraor- 
dinary, misbehaviour;  and  in  former  reigns 
we  know  that  many  Quo  Warrantos  have 
been  issued  for  that  purpose:  but  the 
taking  advantage  of  such  forfeitures,  and 
stretching  the  law  to  its  utmost  rigour 
upon  such  occasions,  has^  alwAyc  b^cn 


disemed  oppressive,  and  has  Btgvet^9t  bm 
very  ^ddom^  been  done  but  by  those  who 
were  pursuing  arbitrary  Kieasures ;  £>£  it 
is  reauy»  in  some  respect,  punishing  the  in- 
nocent for  the  sake  of  the  ^uiky.  Fos 
this  reason,.  I  hope  no  such  thuo  will  evec 
be  attempted  ia  his  jj^esent  maiesty'a 
reign ;  but  if  such  a  thmg  wete  to  be  at- 
teraptedj^  there  is  not  the  least  fbundatiao 
lor  attempting  it  with  respect  to  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  en  account  of  the  late  tu- 
mult there ;  for  that  tumult  was  £»  from 
being  the  act  of  the  city  or  dtizens :  oa 
the  contrary,  at  least  so  &p  aa  yet  appeals, 
there  were  none  concerned  in  rt,  but  a  few 
of  the  very  scum  of  the  people :  It  does 
not  yet  appear  that  there  was  so  much  as 
one  freeman  of  the  city  concerned  in  it ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  extremely  hard 
to  punish  the  whole  inhabitanta  of  that 
populous  city  with  a  loss  of  all  their  prisir 
leges  as  citizens,  on  account  of  any  irteffi' 
lanty  in  which  they  cannot  be  said  to  have 
had  the  least  cencem. 

The  present  case  of  the  city  of  £dia>- 
burgh  is  vastly  different  fiiom  tae  case  of 
the  city  of  Cambridge-  in  the  reiga  of 
Richard  2.  The  city  of  CanAridge»  mj 
Lords,had  in  a  manner  joined  in  those  in- 
surrections which  happened  about  the 
same  time  with  that  insurrection  headed 
by  Wat  Tyler;  the  whole  citizens  as^ 
sembled,  not  in  a  tumultuous,  but  ia  a 
hostile,  rebellious  manner,,  with  tiieir  ma3U}r 
and  other  magistrates  at  their  hea<V  ^^ 
and  assaulted  the  university^broke  iqi  &eir 
treasury,  burnt  their  charters  and  many 
valuable  records,  and  compelled  the  chaii« 
cellor  and  members  of  the  University^  in 
a  solenm  manner,  under  their  commoot* 
seal,  to  release,  ta  the  mayor  and  bur- 
gesses of  Cambridge,  all  liberties^  and  pri- 
vileges enjoyed  by  that  University,  tor 
this  nosdle  and  rebellious  manner  of  pro» 
ceeding,  the  parliament  declared,,  they 
had  forfeited  tiieir  charter^  and  many  of 
those  liberties  and  privil^es  which  weie 
taken  from  them  were  granted  by  that  long 
to  the  university ;  so  that  even  this  for* 
feiture  was  but  a  sort  of  Lex  Talioniu 
But  there  is  not  the  least  resemblance  be- 
tween this  case  and  the  present  case  of  the 
city  or  citizens  of  Edinburgh ;  and  if  there 
were,  I  hope  none,  or  very  few^  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  that  reign  will  be  allowed  to 
be  a  ^ood  precedent  in  this;  for  the  very 
same  King,  in  a  few  years  ^ler,  stripped 
the  city  of  London^  of  all  her  privileges^ 
and  took  away  her  charter^  on  account^of 
amoh  tJiat  hajyened  iu  the  city  atthattiin» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


im] 


€onifitndhg  the  UOe  XmI». 


A.  t>.  17S7. 


[1310 


The  r«S)lHr{Qg  ^  th^  ^ifftft  of  jutdice, 
ik^  I  belies,  Uiv  Lords,  a  &dit  of  pankh- 
tattA  his  Majei^  has  hi  his  power  to  in- 
flict ;  but  it  woittd  be  extyeittely  kioonve^ 
nient  both  to  the  juc^es  and  suitors^  who 
are  <^n  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
public  records  of  the  kingdom,  which  a^e 
idl  lodged  at  Edinburgh,  and  i/^'hich,  I  be- 
lievOi,  cannot  be  removed,  without  an  act 
^  parliament,  nor,  even  in  that  case,  with- 
out a  very  great  expence.  But  suppose 
the  couit3  of  justice  could  be  easily  re- 
moved, the  pimishtnent  would  be  of  the 
a&me  nature  with  the  other;  it  would  be  a 
pufkiMiing  of  the  mnocentfbr  the  sake  of 
thft  guilty,  and  it  would  be  a  punishment  I 
remember  no  precedent  for,  but  in  the 
reign  I  have  mentioned,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  2,  who,  upon  hm  quarrd  witii 
the  city  of  London,  removed  the  courts  of 
JaAiceto  York;  which  was  one  of  the 
M^s  tothat  arbitrary  power  he  afterwards 
assumed. 

t  shi^  ftot,  my  Lords,  take  upon  me  to 
acffimi  that  ^e  magistrates  of  k^butigh 
were  entffely  innocent;  whether  they 
Were  gnSty  or  innocent  will  best  appear 
from  your  lordships,  enquiry ;  but^  grant- 
ing mat  it  £^ould  appear,  that  they  were 
^e^pent  of  their  duty^  Or  even  that  they 
connived  wkh  the  mob,  anfd  ht  a  manner 
iransentedto  the  murder  off  Por4ieoas,  can 
that  be  a  treason  f&r  pmiiahing  tii^  city,  ^ 
fbr  8trippk>g  the  kmoeent  c^i^oas  of  their 
pHvili^nes?  As  that  tumult  and  murd^ 
was  a  high  indignity  put  upon  the  crown, 
fit  is  hardly  posnble  to  suppo««  it  was  the 
flfot  of  the  Citizens  T»k  genciiik  That  cHy 
has  always  been  remara^le  tidr  their  at- 
tachment to  our  present  happy  estebli^- 
ment,  and  he»,  upon  all  occasions,  testified 
llrair  respect  ana  their  afiecti^  ^  the 
present  royal  ^miily.  In  tfie  year  1715^ 
they  shewed  it  m  a  very  mgnal  manner; 
they  appealed  with  grnat  unanimity  ^ 
attns,  and  were  ready  to  have  gone  upon 
the  mofi%  desperate  attempts,  in  dtef^nce  of 
0ur  present  establishment;  and  it  must  be 
aidmtted  by  every  one,  who  knows  the 
teJK^uinstances  of  afBurs  in  that  part  of  the 
^n^dom  at  that  time,  that  the  loyal  be^ 
bMOur  <^th«  city  of  Edhibutgh  ciantH- 
Mned  greatly  to  repress  the  unnatural  re- 
hellion  which  had  then  broke  out,  and  hn^ 
eome  Vo  a  very  extraordinary  he^hu  I^ 
wh^  I  should  tiiink,  my  Lords,  that  even 
Aupposev^  great  number  of  the  citiiiens 
lAiouhi  appear  to  havQ  been  misled,  atid  to 
haivebe^n  concerned  in  the  laie  Ifumult, 
yet  the  fbimor  behatioar  of  the  ^y^  its 


fo^th  tspoa  (brtner  occasions,  bught  to  bb 
adhttittied  a6  ii  Irafficient  plea  againfet  our 
treating  the  city,  at  least,  with  the  utmoA 
severity  either  brw  or  justice  will  admit  of. 

Whatever  n^lect,  whatever  crime  tha 
mt^ftrates  of  Edinburgh  may  have  been 
guilty  of,  I  believe^  i^n  your  lordi^iipb 
come  to  €fti^uire  into  the  causes  of  that  tu- 
mult at  Edmburgh,  3^>tt  wiK  find,  that  ^he 
chief  cause  of  tl^t  and  every  o^er  ti!i- 
mult  that  has  happened  in  the  kingdom^ 
prolBeeds  neither  from  any  neglect,  noT 
imy  oppr^sion  in  the  civil  magistrate,  bift 
from  a  restlesr,  disaffected  party,  who  are 
continually  fomtoting  such  turnip,  iki 
order  to  make  their  own  use  <ji  them  at 
foreign  courts,  and  to  represent  the  people 
of  this  iriand  as  generally  disafiected  to 
the  present  government.  Thfe,  it  k  weM 
known,  is  the  uninterrupted  endeavour  of 
that  p^y,  and  their  success  in  this  wicked 
design,  is,  in  a  great  measure.  Owing  tb 
the  many  seditious  libels  and  pampbieta 
spread  about  daily  anddispersed  with  great 
industry  through  every  part  of  the  united 
kingdoms.  In  these  ubefe  and  panliphlfets, 
the  aothora,  under  the  specious  preteni^ 
of  Kberty,  and  an  unfeigned  regard  fdt 
the  rights  of  the  people^  take  occasion  to 
persuade  Ute  people,  that  their  Hbeities 
are  in  daiiger,^  that  ihey  are  oppressed,  aVid 
that  they  ou^  to  threw  off  all  respect 
for,  or  obeSience  to  th^  fairs  of  ttietr 
country;  bftt,  m^  LordUr,  the  true  desigh, 
the  secret  aim  bf  such  writin|^  and  swJi 
authors  may  be  easfly  perceived :  TTtey 
know  the  transitibn  b  easy,  from  no  go- 
vernment at  all,  to  the  government  ine^ 
wi^h  to  see  established;  and  that  the  h^ 
respect  the  people  have  for  the  present 
government,  the  more  easy  it  wBl  be  t6 
prevail  with  them  to  submit  to  the  other. 
This  I  say,  my  Lords,  is  easily  perceived 
by  men  of  knaw'ledge  and  sense,  but  it  h 
not  so  easHy  seen  through  by  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind,  which  is  the  reason  that 
80  mai^y  of  them  are  caught  in  the  snare ; 
and  as  1  am  convinced  that  this  will,  upon 
enquft'y,  appear  to  be  die  chief  reason  6£ 
all  our  riots  and  tumults,  therefore  I  Aril 
most  readily  join  widi  the  noWi^  lord,  In 
any  motions  for  enquiring  into  all  or  ati^ 
one  of  them. 

TTte  lord  Cftrfceret  theft  made  the  fot 
lowing  motions,  Which  were  all  agrt;ed  td : 
Vii. 

1.  "  That  the  Provost  andftmr  baflW 
of  the  city  of  Edihbureh,  in  the  year  ITSB", 
be  ordered  to  attend  thi*  House.  2.  Tb* 
the  person  6bttunahi^g  the  City-gutira, 
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at  the  time  of  the  riot  in  which  captain 
Porteous  was  murdered,  be  ordered  to  at- 
tend this  House.  3.  That  the  officer, 
commanding  in  chief  his  Majesty's  forces  in 
that  part  of  Great-Britain  odled  Scotland, 
and  residing  there  at  the  time  of  the  said 
riot,  be  ocdered  to  attend  this  House.  4. 
That  an  authentic  copy  of  the  Trial  of 
capt.  Porteous,  and  all  the  nroceedioes  re- 
lating thereunto,  be  laid  before  this  House. 
5.  Inat  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
plcttsed  to  give  order,  that  the  accounts 
transmitted  hither  of  the  murder  of  capt. 
}*orteous,  and  what  passed  thereupon,  to- 
gether with  the  orders  and  directions  sent 
from  hence  relating  thereunto;  as  like- 
wise a  copy  of  the  reprieve  of  the  said 
captain,  fp-anted  by  her  Majesty,  as  Guar- 
<Uan  of  the  kingdom,  be  laid  before  this 
House.  6.  That  the  attendance  of  the 
several  persons  afbremeutioned  be  on  this 
day  month.** 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  ike  Number  ^ 
of  the  Land  Forces.']  Feb.  18.  Sir  Wil- 
Uam  Young,  ( Secretary  at  War)  in  a  short 
speech  shewed  tlie  necessity  there  was  for 
keeping  up  the  same  number  of  regular 
Forces  that  were  kept  up  the  preceding 
year,  and  moved,  "  1.  Tnat  the  Number 
of  effective  men  to  be  provided,  for  guards 
and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  and  for 
Guernsey  and  Jersey,  for  the  year  1737, 
be  (including  1815  invalids,  and  555  men, 
which  the  six  independent  companies  con- 
sist offer  the  service  of  the  Highlands) 
17,704  men,  commission  and  non-commis- 
sion officers  included  :  2.  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  647,549/.  lU.  Bd\.  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  said  17,704  men  :  3.  'Diat  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  215,710/.  6«.  5di.  be  granted  to 
his  Majesty,  for  maintaining  his  Majesty's 
forces  and  garrisons  in  the  Plantations, 
J^inorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  provisions 
for  the  garrisons  at  Annapolis  Royal, 
Cans6,  Placentia,  and  Gibraltar,  for  the 
year  1737."  This  motion  being  objected 
to  by  sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
others,  brought  on  a  debate,  which  was 
managed  by  sir  William  Young,  Mr. 
Henry  Pelham,  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and 
others  for  the  motion,  whose  Argimients 
were  in  substance  as  follow : 

Sir;  Whatever  impracticable  notions 
some  gentlemen  may  entertain,  I  believe 
there  is  no  maxim  more  true,  than  thatforce 
is  necessary  for  the  support  of  government. 
Aad  this  force,  ill  its  own  nature,  can  be 
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no  other  than  a  military  force.    For  in 


every  society  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  a  certain  number  of  men  properly 
armed  and  disciplined,  for  protecting  the 
society  against  foreign  invasions,  as  well 
as  for  preventing  the  weak  from  being  op- 

Eressea  by  the  mighty,  and  for  putting  the 
iws  of  the  society  m  execution  against 
offenders  of  every  rank  and  d^ree. 
Though  this  force.  Sir,  as  kept  up  by  our 
ancestors,  is  now  denyed  by  some  to  have 
been  a  military  force,  yet  a  very  little  con- 
sideration will  teach  us  that  it  was  pro- 
perly so.  It  consisted  chiefly  of  the  Mi- 
litia of  every  country,  who  for  that  reason 
were  all  properly  armed  and  disciplined, 
and  obliged  to  answer  the  call  of  those 
who  had  the  command  over  them  ;  but  of 
letter  ages,  and  since  mankind  have  begun 
to  apply  themselves  to  arts  and  industry, 
they  nave  neglected  to  breed  themselves 
up  to  arms  and  military  discipline,  and 
therefore  it  has  been  found  necessary  in 
most,  and  especially  in  our  neighbouring 
countries,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  per- 
tain number  of  men,  whose  chi^  business 
it  is  to  breed  themselves  up  to  the  art  of 
war,  and  who  for  that  reason  are  called 
regular  troops.  To  them  the  defepce  of 
the  society  both  against  invasions  from 
without,  and  insurrections  from  within,  is 
chiefly  intrusted,  and  by  that  means  the 
rest  of  the  people  of  the  society  are  ena- 
bled to  pursue  trade,  manufactures,  agri- 
culture, and  other  industrious  employ- 
ments, with  greater  application  and  assi- 
duity than  they  coula  possibly  do,  if  they 
were  every  now  and  then  obhged  to  with- 
draw from  their  labour,  in  order  to  leant 
their  exercises  as  soldiers,  or  to  march  • 
against  a  foreign  or  domestic  enemy. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  chief  reason  that  arts 
and  sciences  have  of  late  flourished  so 
much  in  Europe,  and  it  is  by  this  method 
only  that  trade  and  industry  can  be  sup- 
ported and  encouraged  in  this  kingdom  ; 
therefore  I  shall  not  suppose  that  any  gen- 
tleman will  be  against  our  keeping  up  any 
number  of  regular  troops.  The  only  ques- 
tion that  can  come  this  oay  properly  before 
^ns,  is.  What  number  of  regjular  troops  may 
be  sufficient  for  protecting  this  island 
against  any  foreign  invasion,  and  for  snp- 
portlni!^  our  government  in  the  executioa 
of  the  laws  of  their  country?  With  respect 
to  this  question.  Sir,  we  ought  to  consider, 
that  in  a  free  country  as  this  is,  and,  I 
hope,  will  for  ever  remain,  though  every 
roan  enjoys  many  advantages  b;^  the  con- 
atitutiony  yrt  that  privntOigood  is,  and  al- 
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ways  must  be,  attended  with  this  public 
inconvenience.  It  must  farther  be  owned, 
that  it  begets  and  supports  parties,  factions, 
and  divisions  among  the  people  in  general; 
and  when  the  government  is  not  provided 
with  a  sufficient  military  force  for  a  nei^es- 
sary  and  just  support,  those  parties  and 
^umons  are  apt  to  come  to  extremes :  the 
discontented,  let  the  mptives  of  their  dis- 
aatia&ction  be  never  so  unreasonable,  are 
apt  to  raise  insurrections,  and  to  breakout 
into  open  rebellion,  when  by  the  imbecility 
of  the  government  they  conceive  hopes  of 
obtaining,  by  force,  those  ends  which  they 
neither  were  intitled  to,  nor  could  obtain, 
by  the  laws  of  their  country ;  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
people  are  always  exposed  to  the  misfor- 
tunes of  a  civil  war ;  and  in  such  a  case 
we  have  in  our  own  history  melancholy 
proofs,  that  the  prevailing  party  but  seldom 
ahews  any  great  regard  to  that  very  con- 
stitution, the  support  of  which  was  at  first, 
periiaps  by  both  sides,  made  the  sole  pre- 
tence for  engaging  in  war. 

To  this  general  consideration.  Sir,  we 
ought  to  add  another  which  is  peculiar  to 
this  kingdom  :  it  is  not  only  peculiar  to 
this  kin^om,  but  is  in  itseR  oi  a  most  pe- 
culiar and  a  most  extraordmary  nature* 
In  this  free,  this  happy  country,  we  have 
'a  party  amongst  us,  and  a  considerable 
party  too,  who  are  every  day  labouring  to 
destroy  that  freedom  to  which  only  they 
owe  their  very  existence  as  a  party,  who 
are  every  dav  contriving  plots  for  putting 
an  end  to  that  happiness  in  whicn  they 
themselves  share.  When  I  say  this,  I 
believe,  I  need  not  tell  gentlemen,  I  mean 
the  Jacobites  and  Papists  in  the  kingdom, 
I  believe  or  at  least  i  wish  that  this  party 
has  not  of  late  gained  ground  among  the 
better  sort,  but  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  it  is  owing 
only  to  the  dread  of  a  military  force,  that 
the  inferior  rank  of  people  are  kept  so 
quiet  as  they  have  of  late  years  been.  But, 
Sir,  I  am  ^r  from  thinking  the  principles 
of  Jacobitbm  to  be  quite  extmct  even 
among  the  better  sort.  If  we  should  leave 
the  government  unprovided  of  a  sufficient 
military  force,  it  would  inunediately  revive 
their  hopes;  and  if  they  should  again 
break  out  in  open  rebellion,  they  would 
certainly  be  joined  by  all  the  abandoned, 
the  profligate,  and  the  desperate,  who 
will  generally  chuse  that  side,  as  being 
that  from  which  they  may  expect  the 
greatest  reward  in  case  of  success;  in 
which  case  we  should  again  be  obliged  to 
fight  for  our  liberUes,  and  the  most  fortu- 
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nate  event  would  be  attended  witli  great 
public  loss,  and  with  many  private  cala- 
mities. 

But  setting  aside  the  general  interests  of 
the  government,  I  don't  see.  Sir,  as  our 
common  people  ate  now  disused  to  military 
discipline,  that  even  private  property  can 
now  be  secure  against  rogues  and  pilferer^ 
if  as  in  other  countries  they  should  form 
themselves  into  gangs.  At  least.  Sir,  there 
might  be  a  great  deal  of  mischief  done, 
berore  they  could  be  suppressed  and 
brought  to  justfce.  Then  with  regard  to 
mobs  and  tumults,  we  find  by  experience 
that  regular  troops  are  of  great  use,  not 
only  for  preventing  any  such  from  hap- 
pening, but  for  quelling  and  dispersing 
them  after  they  have  happened,  and  that 
without  any  great  mischiers  being  done  of 
either  side :  whereas  if  we  had  no  regular 
troops  to  be  employed  in  such  services, 
though  the  civil  power  might  perhi^  at 
last  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  tne  tumidt, 
and  to  seize  and  punish  the  rioters ;  yet  it 
is  certain,  the  mob  or  tumult  would  always 
be  gathered  to  a  sreat  height  before  the 
civil  power  could  enectuaUy  interpose. 

With  respect,  therefore,  to  the  protect- 
ing our  people  against  invasions,  I  ehsll 
now,  Sir,  take  the  liberty  to  consider  what 
effect  our  keeping,  or  our  not  keeping,  up 
a  sufficient  number  of  land-forces,  might, 
and  probably  would  have  upon  our  foreign 
interests,  and  what  still  more  nearly  con- 
cerns us.  All  our  neighbours.  Sir,  are 
highly  sensible  of  the  great  inequah'ty  be- 
tween mihtia  and  regular  troops.  Experi- 
ence has  often  shewn  what  a  vast  number 
of  the  former  may  be  attacked  and  put  to 
flight  by  the  latter,  they  therefore  now  put 
their  only  confidence  in  their  regular 
troops ;  and  every  nation  in  Europe  is  now 
respected  and  esteemed  by  the  rest,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  regular  troops 
they  have  in  their  pay.  Therefore,  to  pre- 
serve that  respect  and  esteem  which  we 
ought  always  to.  have  among  our  neigh* 
hours,  we  ought  to  keep  up  a  considerable 
body  of  regular  well-disciplined  troops; 
because  if  any  of  our  neighbours  should 
begin  to  despise  us,  they  would  of  course 
begin  to  insult,  and  perhaps  to  invade  us. , 
This,  Sir,  would  keep  our  sea  coasts  in  a 
Cbntlnual  alarm,  and  might  expose  many 
of  our  maritime  counties  and  cities  to  be 
plundered  and  ravaged  by  a  handful  of  fo- 
reign troops,  landed  in  any  comer  of  the 
island.  I  flo  not  suppose.  Sir,  that  a  hand- 
ful of  any  sort  of  troops  woiild  be  able,  to 
conquer  the  idaad  ;  but  if  we  had  nothiaf 
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but  miUtia  toaeiidtgainst  themy  they  might 
db  us  infinite  mischief)  before  we  toM 
gather  and  form  such  a  body  of  militia  n 
would  be  able  to  oppose  Chem, 

From  these  considetfttions.  Sir,  I  most 
be  of  opinion,  that  it  is  no  way  consistent 
with  true  wisdom  and  policy,  or  with  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  people,  to  dimi- 
nish the  nsmber  of  regular  forces  we  hare 
at  present  on  foot.  It  is  the  least  number 
has  been  kept  on  foot  for  many  yeiurs,  and 
experience  nas  shewn  us  that  fmm  sudi  a 
number  there  are  no  ineonvenienccs  to  be 
qiprehended ;  but  on  the  contrary  we  have 
mt  manr  good  efiects  from  keeping  up 
lluit  number,  and  even  from  aupienting 
it  now  and  tl^n  as  occasion  required,  pro- 
vided, as  has  ahrays  been  the  practice  smce 
the  accession  of  ms  Majesty's  r(^  House, 
they  are  likewise  upon  occasion  reduced. 
It  weuld  be  too  tedious  to  recapitulale  aU 
the  advantages  we  have  ironi  Uience  ac- 
quired :  but  in  general  it  must  be  granted 
we  have  for  near  these  20  years  enjoyed  a 
most  ptx>foiind  tranquillity  both  at  home 
end  abroad,  which  is  chiefly  to.  be  attri- 
buted to  our  keeping  up  such  an  army  as 
made  our  enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad 
Hand  in  awe,  and  to  the  other  prudent 
measures  which  his  Majesty  and  nis  glo- 
tiouE  &ther  have  during  that  time  pursued. 
Even  but  latdy,  when  the  greatest  part  of 
Europe  were  involved  in  war,  we  were 
left  at  liberty  to  pursue  our  trade  through 
all  parts  of  the  worid  in  peace  andpcdeet 
security ;  and  by  the  smell  addition  we 
made  to  our  army,  and  the  augmentatioa 
•f  our  fleet,  we  not  only  preserved  our  own 
but  we  contribute  greatly  to  the  restoring 
efthe  public  tranquillity;  nay  mare^we 
acquired  accessions  of  trade  that  are  of  in«» 
flmte  advantage  to  this  nation*  In  short, 
Sir,  we  set  bounds  to  the  ambitious  views 
^the  victorious,  and  convinced  them,  that 
if  they  endeavoured  to  pursue  their  con- 
quests any  further  than  was  consistent  with 
preserving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
we  were  not  only  resohred,  but  would 
be  ready  to  interpose  with  such  a  force  as 
would  be  sufficient  to  stop  their  progress. 
This,  Sir,  was  what  made  them  so  ready  to 
bearken  to  equitable  terms,  to  terms  which 
did  not  essentially  vary  from  the  wise  plan 
his  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  his  allies 
the  States-General,  had  been  pleased  to 
propose  for  restoring  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

Since  therefore  we  have  experienced  so 
many  advantages  from  keeping  up  the  pre- 
apotttumbcr  of  regular  finrces,  since  we 
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have  felt  the  expence  to  be  but  i&cooiidc- 
raUe,  and  the  inconvetnency  none;  sinoe 
no  danger  catt  be  apprehended  during  l^i 
present  Majesty's  reign,  I  cannot  tUnkanj 
gentleman  of  tnis  House  would  be  for  di- 
minishing the  number,  even  though  there 
were  no  particular  reason  at  present  n^ 
sisting  for  keepiAgtqp  the  same  Danbenre 
had  loit  year. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  ia  mj  (^Hnkm  tluee 
very  strong  reasons  peculiar  tothepreieat 
times  for  continuing  the  same  nomber  it 
least  for  this  next  ensum^  year,  two  of 
which  are  of  a  foreign,  and  me  third  of  ido* 
mestic  nature.  There  is,  itis  tnie,no  war  it 
p  resent  subsisting  between  any  of  the  Chtii* 
tian  princes  or  states  of  Europe ;  with  re- 
spect to  any  such  war  the  public  trsnqoil* 
hty  may  properly  be  said  to  be  restored; 
but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  tra&qtti% 
of  Europe  is  altogether  restored,  nay,  thst 
it  may  not  unon  a  very  trifling  and  obM' 
sibleto  be  toreseen  event  be  digtoibel 
The  Muscovites  are  ahready  engaged  m  ft 
war  affainst  the  Turks,  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  die  EmperoPs  arms  wiU  soob  be 
turned  the  same  way.  As  yet  the  othar 
powers  of  Europe  seem  to  hare  nothm| 
but  peacedble  inclinations  to  all  pnbKc^K 
pearance ;  but  we  do  not  know  now  Iod; 
that  serene  tppearance  may  hold:  thert 
are  some  of  thmn  who  have  sddom  long  re* 
mained  at  quiet,  when  they  found  the  Ei»> 
peror  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Tnrb; 
aadif  diey  do  not  take  the  oppeitunitjftr 
attacking  the  Emperor,  it  is  to  be  iqppre* 
bended  they  may  uonk  it  a  prefer  oppnto* 
nity  for  nmking  incroachments  upon  somi 
of  their  neighbours:  though  perhapa  ttO 
such  thmg  may  belntended  directly  agaiml 
this  nation,  vet  we  ought  not  to  pat  oiu^ 
selves  out  ofa  capacity  to  fuMl  the  enage* 
ments  winch  our  own  fnteresta  and  oof 
treaties  pomt  out,^if  any  such  encroach- 
ment should  be  attempted,  whedicr  upsA 
ourselves  or  our  neighbours. 

Besides,  Sir,  as  Uie  system  of  afcin  itt 
Europe,  seems  to  be  very  much  altered  by 
the  late  treaty  between  the  Enqperor  aai 
France,  and  as  the  terms  of  diat  treaty  ai* 
as  yet  in  some  measure  a  secret  to  the  pub* 
lie,  who  will  take  it  upon  him  to  say,  bs* 
that  there  may  be  some  secret  conrentioBi 
between  those  two  powers,  which  may  bO 
found  prejudicial  to  tfte  neighboursof  bothf 
In  sucn  a  case,  that  treaty,  rastead  of  be^ 
a  foundation  for  establishing  the  genefsl 
tranquillity,  would  prove  a  firebrand  for  re- 
kindling, perhaps  the  most  general  and  A* 
most  furious  war  that  ever  wsb  m  Eunfts 
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A  war,  ia  which  du$  mHion  coold  not  fiyoid 
being  one  of  the  principal  parties  concern- 
ed ;  and  therrfore*  I  mufit  think  we  cannot 
with  B9&iy  disband  any  of  the  forces  we 
bate  at  present  on  foot,  till  this  new  sys- 
tem of  affiurs  is  thorou^y  understood,  and 
its  consequences  seentbrough»  whidi  they 
cannot  be  till  all  the  secret  articles  of  that 
treaty  are  fully  discovered. 

The  third  reason  for  keeping  up  the  same 
nundier  of  forces,  at  least  for  this  ensuing 
year,  js»  as  1  have  said,  of  a  diAnestic  na- 
ture, and  founded  unon  that  spirit  of  dis^ 
content  and  dissatisraction,  which  has  ht&x 
ao  industriously  spread  over  the  phole  na- 
liQDy  and  has  (» late  produced  mobs,  riots, 
and  tumults,  almost  m  every  comer  of  the 
kingdom.  I  am  persuaded  every  gentle- 
man that  hears  me  will  join  with  mem  say- 
ing, his  Majeaty's  government,  ever  since 
be  came  to  the  crown,  has  be^a  so  mild 
and  juat,  tiiat  no  man  can  really  have  the 
least  reason  to  coinplain.  It  cannot  with 
justice  be  said  his  Msjes^  has  evor  at- 
tenq>ted  the  least  inoroacbment  upon  ibt 
libertkta  and  privileges  of  the  subject  in  ge^- 
neraly  fiur  less  can  any  prmite  man  complain 
(hat  ho  has  met  wHb  injttstioe  or  oppresn 
mi&ii^ ;  y§i  there  is  such  a  spirit  of  dissatis^ 
fiu^tton  aadaedition^ne  forth,  thattheicw^ 
eriDpat  rasdcof  our  people  are  every  where 
ready  toflytnihefitceofthedviliBa^strate; 
and  eviea  tiie  acts  of  the  whde  legislature, 
thoee  ttcti.  Sir,  that  have  by  almost  entry 
gentlaiBan  in  this  House  been  allowed  to 
be  for  the  geneml  good,  h«ve  been  meat 
heuiotialy  insulted,  and  ausr^esented.  I 
ribail  not  pr^end  to  shew  herw  this  seditious 
ipkit  has  beenraised^or  to  what  it  is  chief- 
ly owing  ;  but  while  k  continues,  I  must 
ay,  it  wauU  be  very  unwise  in  us  to  disDUSS 
Hsy  part  4four  regular  army;  forifweosft 
»iit  iaeep  the  peoj^  quA^  till  thev  have 
iipae  to  think  and  oonaider,  the  Kmient 
ffSH  .mshiade  when  th^  iind  dieir  disaatis- 
actiott  groiMidleas.  This  may  probably  be 
be  eflbct  of  keeping  up  our  ^my  for  the 
msakkg  year :  because  in  that  tmie  the 
dads  €£  the  people  may  be  quieted,  and 
rhile  we  have  such  an  army,  those  who  ore 
isafteoted  wffl  net  dare  to  take  any  adf  an- 
ige  of  tlM  discontents  tfa«nr  have  raised, 
er  wiH  tbey  dare  to  posh  those  diey  have 
iduead^uponanyyiol^tmeasttres:  where- 
I,  if  see  shoula  at  this  juncture  disband 
^  great  part  of  mur  army,  the  disbanded 
Jdiem  would  probably  join  with  the  dis- 
)DtaBted»  which  might  produoe  conse- 
lencca  I  tremble  to  think  af;  but  dus 
4Mifiew«il9 1  liqpe,  prevent  my&aiy,  by 


agreeing  ie  the  motion  for  tbif  resolution. 

TTbe  Speakers  agajnst  the  Motion  were 
Mn  Pulteney,  sir  John  Barnard,  Mr* 
Shippen,  Mr.  8andys,  and  others:  their 
Arguments  were  to  the  following  effect  i 

§r;  As  I  am  not,  nor  do  intend  to  q>eak 
against  our  ke^ng  up  any  standing-army 
at  all,  I  have  no  present  occasion  to  take 
notice  of  the  arcuments  that  have  been' 
made  use  offer  nnewing  the  indkpensable 
necessity  &r  such  a  measure ;  However, 
lest  it  should  be  thou^t,that  I  am  likewise 
of  opinion,  that  a  government  cannot  now 
be  supported,  nor  the  laws  put  in  execu- 
tion, wujiout  a  body  (^  what  we  oaH  regular 
troops,  and  which  were  unknown  in  the 
times  when  the  spirit  ^  our  constitution 
was  h^  understood,  permk  me  to  give 
some  reasons  for  my  being  .of  a  contrary 
sentiment  I  know.  Sir,  that  all  our  nei^- 
bourshave  now  fallen  into  a  mediod  of 
keeping  up  a  large  body  of  regular  troops ; 
but  it  is  not  for  the  sole  reason,  that  sudi 
troops  must  always  have  a  great  superiority 
over  militia,  or  thi^  a  government  cannot 
be  supported  without  Ihe'assistanee  of  sudi 
troops;  it  is  because  among  most  of  them, 
J  may  say  amon^  all  of  them,  some  sort  of  ab« 
solute  and]  arbitrary  government  has  been 
lately  introduced;  and  for  supporting  such 
a  government,  it  is  absobitelv  necessary  to 
keep  up  a  standing-army.  But  diere  waa 
a  time.  Sir,  when  the  praoticr  of  keeping 
iq>  a  body  of  regular  troops  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  government  and  ministry,  was 
as  little  krown  in  these  countries  as  till 
within  these  sixty  years  they  were  in  ours. 
In  such  a  country  a  body  of  r^ular  troops 
must  always  be  mudi  prefendile  to  a  hoay 
of  their  militia,  most  of  whom  we  m^ 
su]^pose  never  toudied  a  sword  or  a  gun, 
bdPore  it  was  pu^  into  their  bands  upon 
that  occasion ;  but  in  a  country  where  no 
regular  army  is  kept  up,  and  proper  care 
taken  to  exercise  and  wd{dine  the  militi% 
and  to  infuse  a  martial  spirit  into  aU  their 
subjects  in  general,  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  a  body  of  men,  who  have  far  seven 
years  been  bred  to  bard  labour,  to  the  use 
of  wrms,  and  to  military  discipline,  without 
any  pay,  should  not  be  as  geod  as  a  body  ef 
men  bred  up  for  the  same  time  to  military 
discipline,  with  pay»  and  by  reason  of  that 
pay,  bred  up  in  laziness  and  idleness:  on 
the  contrary,  I  shovdd  think  the  liDtrmer 
wookl  be  better  able  to  endure  ^e  &tiguea 
of  war;  and  I  am  certain  no  man's  coura§a 
was  ever  improved  by  a  state  of  laasaess 
and  idliniess,  which  &r  some  jearspest 
has  baeailbe  case  of  our  army. 
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A  soldier,  Sir,  may  learn  all  his  exer- 
cises to  perfection  in  3  or  in  6  months ; 
•and  afler  he  is  once  master  of  his  exer* 
cises,  he  is  as  good  a  soldier  as  he  ever  can 
be  without  seeing  action.  He  may  then 
make  as  good  a  figure  at  a  review  as  the 
oldest  veteran  ;  but  for  making  a  good  fi- 
gure in  a  day  of  battle,  it  depends  ui)on  the 
courage  and  the  experience  of  a  soldier, 
neither  of  which,  but  especially  the  latter, 
can  be  acquired  any  other  way  than  by 
having  been  frequently  in  action.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  militia 
•may  not  be  as  serviceable  as  our  present 
army,  since  they  might  have  all  the  advan- 
tage which  regular  troops  can  enjoy  except 
experience  in  action,  which  our  army 
knows  almost  as  little  of  as  our  miUtia. 
Now  with  respect  to  the  military  exercises, 
and  to  the  making  of  a  figure  at  a  review, 
I  believe  a  man,  who  is  nve  days  of  the 
week  at  plough,  or  any  other  industrious 
employment,  and  two  diays  at  his  military 
exercises,  may  in  half  a  year,  or  a  year, 
become  as  much  master  of  the  latter,  as  he 
that  is  two  days  of  the  week  at  his  military 
exercises,  and  the  other  five  fiottin?  or 
carousing  at  an  ale-house  or  gm-shop. 
Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  if  the  militiaof this  country,  or  any  coun- 
'try  where  thespiritofthepeoplehasnot  been 
.  broke  byarbitrary  power ,  were  properl3rregi- 
niented,and  put  under  the  command  of  gen- 
tlemen of  honour  and  courage,  instead  cf 
being  commanded  by  shoemtucers  and  tay- 
lors,  they  might  in  a  year  or  two  be  as  pro- 
perly called  regular  troops,  as  any  mercena- 
ry regiment  can  be,  which  is  composed  of 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  never  had  occa- 
sion to  look  an  enemy  in  the  face,  unless 
it  was  a  gang  of  smugglers,  or  a  mob  of 
pick-pockets ;  and  while  t^eire  is  a  man  in 
the  langdom,  who  has  been  in  action,  a 
regiment  of  militia  would  have  as  good  a 
€kance  to  have  some  of  them  among  them, 
as  any  regiment  of  mercenary  troops  can 
have,  afler  a  peace  of  20  or  30  years  dura- 
tion. I  shall  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  a  re- 
giment of  veteran  soldiers,  a  regiment 
composed  cjiieflv  of  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  n-equently  in  action,  may 
be  much  superior  to  a  regiment  of  the  best 
disciplined  militia ;  but  I  cannot  adinit  that 
\  a  regiment  of  mercenary  troops,  who  never 
-saw  an  enemy,  has  any  advantac^e  over  a 
regiment  of  mill  tia,  weU  disciplined  and  pro- 
perly commanded :  It  never  can  be  thought 
that  there  is  any  difierence  in  the  goodness 
of  the  men ;  and  if  there  is  not,  I  cannot  for 
my  lifefind  out  where  the  prdfereace  should 
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be  given  to  the  regular  trdopi.  For  which 
reason  I  shall  always  be  of  opinion,  that  a 
country  may  be  governed,  the  laws  exe* 
cuted,  and  the  people  protected  both 
against  invasions  and  insurrections,  by  a 
regular  mihtia,  as  well  as  by  a  mercenary 
army ;  and  in  a  free  country  I  am  sure  the 
former  is  a  much  more  proper  defence  than 
the  latter. 

What  we  now  call  regular  troops,  or 
standing-forces,  have  produced,  and  al- 
ways will  produce,  the  most  fiital  conse- 
quences in  every  country  where  they  are 
kept  up.  In  such  countries  the  people  in 
general  sot  only  neglect,  and  have  no  en- 
couragement to  breed  themselves  up  to  the 
use  of  arms  and  martial  discipline,  bat 
they  are  taught  from  their  mfancy  to 
tremble  at  the  name  of  a  soldier;  by 
which  means  the  bravest,  the  most  warlike 
people  may,  in  the  space  <^  one  centurj, 
be  rendereid  the  most  dastardly  and  effe- 
minate. They  put  their  whole  trust  in 
what  they  call  their  army ;  and  if  that 
army  happens  by  the  chance  of  war  to  be 
cut  off,  there  is  no  finding  another  that  dares 
look  a  victorious  enemy  in  the  face,  which 
is  the  reason  that  every  such  country  has 
at  last  become  an  easy  prey  to  some  fordgn 
invader:  Whereas,  in  a  country  wheie 
diey  have  no  army  to  trust  to,  the  govern- 
ment mu4  necessarily  take  care  of  the 
militia,  Uie  whole  people  are  bred  soMieri 
from  their  infancy,  and  an  invading  ene- 
my finds  them  like  the  Hydra's  heacb ;  if 
they  have  the  good  fortune  to  cot  off  one 
array,  they  immediately  find  another  more 
formidable  grow  up  in  its  stead ;  for  sodi 
a  people  may  be  killed,  but  they  caanol 
be  conquered.  I  am  surprized.  Sir,  to 
hear  it  said,  that  arts  and  sci^oK^es  cannot 
be  promoted,  nor  trade  and  industry  en- 
couraged, but  by  the  keeping  up  of  stand- 
ing-armies, for  I  have  oflen  lieard,  and 
often  thought  that  standing-armies  are  de- 
structive to  all  the  arts  of  peace.  It  may 
as  well  be  said,  that  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  can  flourish  but  in  countries 
where  arbitrary  government  is  established ; 
for  arbitrary  power  has  in  all  countries 
been  the  certain  consequence  of  keeping 
up  a  large  standing-army.  In  such  ceoa- 
tries  they  may  have  the  good  luck  to  have 
a  prince,  or  an  administration,  that  en* 
courages  arts  and  sciences,  and  protects 
trade  and  industry;  but  that  period  is  ge- 
nerally of  no  long  continuance,  and  l^r- 
barism»  ignorance,  and  idleness  alwmys 
succeed.  In  this  kingdom  we  know  ibaX 
arta  and  sciences  were  introduced,  and 
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trade  and  industi^  esUd)li8hed,  long  before 
we  had  such  a  thing  as  a  standing-army; 
and  I  believe,  Sir,  gentlemen  wil^find,  that 
since  the  nation  has  been  at  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  keeping  up  a  standing- 
army,  those  arts  and  sciences  have  not  at 
all  gained  ground  in  this  country. 
•  In  the  Grecian  and  Roman  common- 
wealths their  tradesmen  and  labourers 
gained  laurels  in  the  field  of  battle  by  their 
courage,  and  returned  to  gain  a  subsistence 
for  themselves  and  families  by  their  in- 
dustry ;  but  when  they  began  to  ke^ 
standmg-armies,  their  soldiers,  it  is  true, 
for  some  time  gained  laurels  in  the  field, 
but  they  returned  to  plunder,  and  at  last 
to  subdue  their  country;  which  put  an 
end  to  their  fireedom,  and  of  course  to 
every  thing  that  was  praise-worthy  among 
them.  God  forbid  our  fate  should  be  the 
same!  It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  our 
tradesmen  would  be  drawn  away  from 
their  labour  by  breeding  them  up  to  mili- 
tary discipline;  on  the  contrary  they 
might  be  brought  to  use  it  as  their  diver- 
sion, and  then  they  would  return  with 
more  alacrity  to  their  usual  labour.  In 
former  times  our  holy-days,  and  even  Sun- 
days, were  employed  in  the  exercise  of 
the  long-bow  and  other  warlike  diver- 
sions; and  I  must  think  that  such  days 
would  be  much  better  employed  in  that 
way,  than  in  sotting  at  an  ale-house,  or 
loitering  in  a  skettle  or  nine-{Mn  ground ; 
but  such  a  change  of  manners  is  not  to  be 
introduced  without  the  assistance  of  the 
government,  and  some  proper  laws  for  that 
purpose;  and  I  am  convinced  our  govern- 
ment will  never  assist,  as  long  as  we  furnish 
them  with  a  standing-army ;  for  a  standing- 
army  is  in  all  countries  a  most  useful  thing 
to  those  in  power,  and  a  well  disciplined 
militia  a  most  dangerous  thing  to  those  who 
are  grasping  at  more  than  they  ought  to 
have. 

I  shall  readily  agree  with  the  honourable 
eentleman,  that  every  government  must 
have  a  military  force  for  its  support,  and 
must  make  use  of  that  military  force 
when  necessity  requires.  But  the  military 
force  that  is  required  for  preserving  a  peo- 
ple from  invasion  from  abroad,  or  insur- 
rection at  home,  and  that  required  for 
strengthening  the  hands  of  an  administra^ 
tion,  are  very  difterenU  A  legal  and  limited 
government  ought  to  be  provided  with  a 
nree  and  legal  military  force  depending 
upon  the  sole  will  and  pleasure  of  the  gover- 
nor;  a  military  force  which  he  may  make 
use  of  for  breakingi  as  well  as  for  executing 


the  laws  of  his  country.  Such  is  our  re- 
gular army  according  to  its  present  estab- 
lishment. They  are  not  free  subjects,  they 
are  soldiers,  not  governed  properly  by  the 
laws  of  their  country,  but  by  a  law  made 
for  them  only;  and  all  depending  upon  the 
sole  will  and  pleasure  of^  the  king.  Thii 
may  in  time  make  them  look  upon  them« 
selves  as  a  body  of  men  different  from  the 
rest  of  the  people ;  and  as  they,  and  they 
only,  have  tne  sword  in  their  hands,  they 
may  at  last  begin  to  look  upon  themselves 
as  the  lords,  and  not  the  servants  of  the 
people.  They  will.obeyand  execute  your 
laws  whilst  you  make  such  laws  as  please 
them;  but  if  you  should  begin  to  make 
such  laws  as  may  be  disagreeable  to  them^ 
they  will  neither  execute  nor  obey  your 
laws;  they  will  make  laws  for  theniselves» 
and  one  of  the  first,  you  may  depend  on 
it,  will  be,  a  law  for  dissolving  your  as- 
sembly :  They  have  done  soi  before,  and 
they  may  do  so  again,  if  ever  they  should 
happen  to  be  under  an  ambitious  king  or 
general.  I  know  it  may  be  said  our  mili- 
tia depend  as  much  upon  the  sole  will  and 
pleasure  of  our  governor,  as  our  regular 
army;  but  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  they 
would  so  readily  join  in  overturning  the 
laws  of  their  country,  as  a  mercenary 
army  would,  when  properly  garbled,  and  if 
our  militia  should  be  Drought  under  any 
new  regulations,  which  must  be  done,  be- 
fore they  can  be  made  useful,  proper  care 
might  be  taken,  for  putting  it  out  of  the 
power  of  any  man  to  make  a  bad  use  of 
them. 

I  know  it  has  been  said,  that  liberty  is 
attended  with  a  licentiousness  of  manners, 
which  begets  factions  and  animosities 
against  the  government;  but  admitting 
that  to  be  true,  no  argument  drawn  from 
the  abuse  of  a  good  thing,  ought  to  serve 
for  its  being  abolished.  Though  I  cannot 
at  all  see  how  a  free  country  is  more  lia- 
ble to  dangerous  convulsions  than  an  en- 
slaved one.  In  a  country  where  the  go- 
vernment is  limited,  and  the  people  free, 
there  may  perhaps  be  more  room  tor  party 
and  faction,  than  in  a  countiy  where  the 
government  is  absolute,  and  the  people 
dare  not  complain ;  but.  Sir,  even  in  a  free 
country,  and  under  the  most  limited  go- 
vernment, while  those  in  power  do  their 
duty,  while  they  consult  the  inclinations  of 
the  people,  and  refrain  from  all  manner  of 
oppression  either  public  or  private,  no 
p^ty,  no  faction  can  become  dangerous  to 
the  government,  though  it  has  no  regular 
troops  to  trust  to.  Such  a  government 
9     • 
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wiU  ahrays  have  a  greet  majority  ef  the 
people  in  their  intereit,  and  though  there 
may  be  some  who,  from  private  viewi,  may 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  public  measures 
pursued,  yet  they  will  for  their  own  sakes 
remain  quiet  and  peaceable ;  for  no  man 
of  conunon  sense  will  rise  in  arms  against 
an  established  government,  unless  he  is 
sure  not  only  of  a  general  discontent 
among  the  people,  but  that  the  general 
discontent  is  got  to  such  a  height  as  to 
make  the  majority  of  th^  people,  readj^  to 
fly  to  arms  for  their  relief  or  preservation. 
Of  this  the  glorious  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth is  a  most  convincing  proof.  I  believe 
liardly  any  history  can  piurallel  so  long  a 
reign  so  little  disturbed  with  ^tion ;  yet 
if  we  consider  the  circumstances  that  at* 
tended  her  acoessidn  to  the  crown,  we 
ahall  be  surprised  that  her  reign  was  not 
torn  with  the  most  violent  party  divisions 
and  state  convulsions.  One  of  the  steps 
•f  that  glorious  queen  was  to  overturn  the 
mligion  she  found  established  in  her  coun- 
try, a  religion  supported  by  a  great  party 
at  home,  and  pro&ssed  and  protected  by 
ike  greatest  part  of  £urq>e.  At  ^e  same 
time  she  knew  she  had  a  pretender  to  her 
crown,  and  a  most  dangerous  pretender 
too,  a  pretender  who  was  of  the  religion 
Aeii  esti^lished  in  the  country,  a  preten- 
der who  was  in  possession  of  a  kingdom 
•f  her  own,  a  kingdom  within  the  same  is- 
land, and  a  kingdom  which  could  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  their  queen  with  as  brave 
and  as  fierce  armies  as  ever  marched  from 
any  country ;  and  what  stiU  added  to  the 
danger,  the  pretender  was  not  only  queen 
q£  Scotland,  but  wife  to  the  dauphin,  and 
afterwards  to  the  king  of  France.  From 
such  circumstances,  what  &ctions,  what 
commotions,  what  violent  convulsions  were 
not  to  be  apprehended;  yet  that  wise 
qoeen,  without  any  standing  army,  esta- 
blished herself  upon  the  throne,  established 
the  religion  she  professed,  triumphed  over 
all  her  enemies,  and  aiier  a  reign  of  48 

Ci«  transmitted  the  crown  in  peace  to 
next  lawful  successor,  without  ^ver 
having  been  disturbed  by  any  party  or 
fiictions  rising  in  arms  agamst  her,  except 
ane  in  the  north,  and  some  few  oommotioni 
in  Ireland,  neither  of  which  ever  became 
considerable. 

In  a  free  country,  indeed,  wh^i  those  m 
power  make  a  weak  or  a  wicked  use  of 
their  power,  or  make  any  attempts  upon 
^e  liberties  of  the  people,  a  party  ftuU 
*  certainly  form  itsetf  agamst  die  govern* 
meaty  and  audi  a  party  as  Muiot  h^wU^ 


stood  but  by  means  of  a  numerous  and 
mercenary  army ;  but  in  that  caae.  Sir,  the 
government  become  the  foction,  and  as 
soon,  Sir,  as  government  degenerates  into 
faction,  there  is  a  necessity  £ar  its  being 
supported  by  a  standing  army,  &r  it  can 
support  itself  no  other  way,  and  it  is  by 
that  way  alone  that  it  can  destroy  the  h- 
berties  of  a  people ;  some  outward  forms 
may  be  preserved,  but  the  government,  in 
substance,  becomes  from  tmit  moment  ar* 
bitrary.  Faction  is  an  ugly  name,  in  a  fiee 
country,  ^ways  bestowed  upon  those  iriio 
oppose  the  government ;  but  wh^her  th^, 
or  the  government,  best  deserve  th^  name, 
depends  upon  the  measures  pursued  by 
each.  To  prevent  faction  and  civil  dis* 
cord  has  in  all  countries  been  die  plausi- 
ble pretence  of  those  who  secretly  aimed 
at  the  establishment  of  arbitnury  pofwer. 
In  most  of  our  neighbouring  countries 
that  pretence  has  had  the  wished-fiar 
success,  but  I  hope  it  never  shall  in  this; 
for  it  is  much  happier  for  a  people 
to  be  in  a  continual  danger  of  civil  dis* 
cord,  or  even  of  civil  wars,  than  to  be  is 
a  continual  ^ate  of  slavery.  A  dvH 
war  is  an  imposthume,  it  may  be  trouble* 
some,  it  may  be  painful  while  it  lasts,  but, 
it  carries  off  any  conttttous  matter  that 
fl^ay  be  lodged  in  the  body,  and  genenUy 
brings  healtn  and  vigour  for  many  years 
after ;  whereas  despotic  power  is  an  ulcer, 
a  gangrene  which  admits  of  no  core,  nor 
can  receive  any  comfort 

I  believe.  Sir,  no  gendmian  ever  sns* 
pected  me  as  favouring  disafiisction  to  ear 
present  happy  constitution  in  ehofch  and 
state.  I  have  as  bad  an  opinion  of  Jaco* 
bites  and  Piqpists  as  any  gentleman  of  this 
House  can  reasonably  have,  but  I  never 
thought  that  either  our  Ja6^ites  or  F^ 

fists  were  for  establishing  arbitrary  power : 
am  sure  very  few  <»  them  are.  We 
maintained  our  liberties  when  the  whole 
nation  were  Fsqpists;  we  may  lose  them 
now  we  are  Protestants;  and  if  weshonUt 
it  would  make  many  men  Jacobites  who 
are  very  far  from  oeing  so  i^  preeeat. 
People  under  oppression  always  hope  &r 
relitt  from  any  change ;  if  the  liberaea  of 
this  country  should  be  once  overtomedt 
the  worst  we  could  expect  would  be  onl^ 
changing  one  slavery  for  anodier.  Eves 
the  truest  lovers  of  liberty  raigiit  bo 
prompted  by  revei^  to  become  JacoUla^ 
m  order  to  disappmnt  ahd  punish  thoao 
who  had  cheated  them  cut  or  their  Bitv* 
ties.  I  do  not  believe  there  can  ever  bo 
a  par^  in  tfaia  kingdom  ftr 
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arbitrarr  pow«r»  unlMs  h  be  out  idniflters 
and  thenr  creftttMs.  An  Hdi  fbt  arbttra^ 
power  seems,  indeed,  to  be  epidemical  with 
reqpect  to  that  set  of  men :  our  ancestors 
kave  known  ministers,  Sir,  who  have  been 
infected  with  it,  and  who  have  trannsiitted 
the  infection  down  to  their  successors, 
though  of  a  difierent  party  and  interest. 
We  maj  again  have  such  ministers ;  and 
for  diat  reason,  chiefly,  I  am  against  keep- 
ing iq>  a  numerous  standing^army,  because, 
according  to  iu  present  regulation,  it  is 
too  inu<£  imder  the  power  of  ministers: 
imd  I  own  that  I  am  for  trusting  no  minis- 
ter with  my  liberty.  Some  minister  or 
other  m^  some  time  or  other  make  use  of 
It  for  attaining  to  that  which  so  many  of 
them  have  seemed  to  long  for. 

There  are,  it  is  true,  Sir,  too  many 
togues  and  thieves  in  the  kingdom ;  there 
are,  I  believe,  some  great  ones  who  are  not 
jret  discovered,  butl  doubt  much  if  anu" 
merous  standing-army  willcontributeeither 
to  their  being  dtocovered  or  punished. 
Widi  respect  to  any  of  those  little  pilferers 
that  have  of  late  been  seized  and  hanged, 
I  am  sure  it  ^cannot  be  said  the  army  has 
been,  in  the  least,  assisting.  They  have 
all  been  apjMrehended  by  the  country  peo- 
|de,  or  by  the  common  thief-catchers ; 
ivhich  is  a  trade,  I  hope  no  gentleman  of 
the  army  will  ever  be  desired  to  undertake, 
Udess  the  thief  b&  some  person  of  a  very 
eminent  degree.  I  do  not  Imow  t\aX  the 
army  has  ever  been  employed  in  any  sort 
of  thief-catching,  except  with  respect  to 
those  thieves  called  smugglers ;  and  the 
f^ason  of  the  army's  being  necessary  for 
that  purpose  is,  that  our  taxes  are  so  many 
and  so  high,  and  have  been  so  long  con- 
tinued, th^  the  peo{de  begin  to  look  upon 
amngglers  as  their  friend,  and  therefore 
win  not  be  concerned,  nor  run  any  risk,  in 

Krehending  or  opposing  them.  And  in- 
d.  Sir,  I  Uiink  it  ^ould  be  very  unrea- 
sonable if^the  army  was  not  useful  in  some 
shape  or  odier,  especially  to  those  who 
keep  it  up.  Wlien  our  soldiers  serve 
agauist  smugglers,  they  serve  their  own 
knmediate  masters,  and  the  country  people 
ftave  learned  to  look  upon  that  service  as 
proper  to  the  army,  but  if  we  had  no 
taxes  but  such  as  the  people  thought  rea* 
Honable,  and  if  those  taxes  were  applied  to 
uses  which  the  people  thought  necessary 
fer  tlieir  preservation,  they  would  be  as 
teady  to  join  the  hue  and  cry  against  a 
imuffgler,  as  they  are  now  against  a  house- 
breal^eir  or  highwayman.  I  am  persuaded 
0^e  is  nolhmg  contributeff  to  much  to 


the  (n^reaso  of  criminals  of  aU  smts  among 
us,  as  t^  great  number  of  f  egular  trooM 
we  keep. up;  the  coAcmion  ftddiem  mx 
among  the  vulgar^  and  by  their  exam^b^ 
they  propi^ate  a  spirit  of  lewdness,  idle- 
ness, and  extravaganci  in  every  eountrjr 
andcityofthekmgdom;  Iwi^evensoaa 
t^  the  oflteers  may  not  in  thk  way  be  a 
Utile  to  bhone.  Hm  credit  and  subsistenoe 
of  a  merchant,  atradasman,  or  a  kboiiref , 
depends  upon  his  character :  tfheeetstfaa 
diaracter  of  a  lewd,  profli^E^  fUTow,  no 
man  wUl  trust  or  employ  nim;  for^Js 
reason  he  is  obliged  at  least  to  be  a  h jpa^ 
crite,  and  so  can  do  no  muchief  by  mB 
example;  but  the  credit  of  a  soldier  de- 
{>ends  upon  his  doing  his  duty,  and  his  sub* 
sistence  depends  upon  his  pay ;  if  he  does 

idpro"' 


his  duty  he  may  be  as  lewd  an' 
he  pleases,  and  as  openly  as  he  pleas^,  cott>- 
sequenthr  may  do  great  mischief  by  his  ex- 
ample* In  all  countries  the  young  and  hM^ 
mettled  are  proud  of  keeping  company  with 
soldiers ;  they  learn  their  mannm)  and  soon 
begin  to  imitate  them  in  their  vices ;  by 
so  doing  they  lose  their  characters,  and 
when  no  man  will  trust  or  employ  then^  if 
tiiey  cannot  |et  into  the  army,  they  musi 
rob  or  steal  for  subsistence. 

Among  a  certain  set  of  p^Ie,  C^,  I 
have  observed,  that  mobs  are  represented 
as  most  hideous  things.  I  confess  they 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged;  but  they  havo 
been  sometimes  useful,  though  I  own  they 
are  never  expedient.  In  a  ^ee  country  t 
am  afraid  a  standing^irmy  rather  occasion* 
than  prevents  them ;  where  a  magistrate  haa 
a  guard  of  regular  troq>sto  trust  to,heisapt 
to  neglect  humouring  the  people,  he  des« 
pises,  and  sometimes  oppresses  them;  in 
^ich  cftse,  thepe<^Ie,  aslong  as  there  is  any 
spirit  among  them,  will  certainly  grow  tu- 
mnltuo^.  If  a  tumult  happens  with  any 
just  cause  of  cbm{4aint,  a  little  gentle 
usage,  and  calm  reasoning,  generally  pre* 
vents  any  mischief,  and  prevails  with  the 
people  to  return  to  their  duty ;  but  a  ma- 
gistrate with  an  army  at  his  back  will  sel- 
dom take  this  method,  for  few  men  f^  be 
at  the  pains  to  persuade  when  they  know 
they  can  compel.  But  in  a  fr^  country, 
if  a  tumult  havens  from  a  just  cause  of 
complaint,  the  people  ought  to  be  satisfied, 
their  grievances  ou^t  to  be  redressed; 
they  ought  not  snre^  to  be  immediately 
knocked  on  the  head,  because  they  happen 
to  complain  in  an  irregular  manner.  To 
make  use  of  regular  troops  upon  every 
such  occasiim,  is  like  a  tyrannical  school- 
master, who  never  makes  use  of  the  soft 
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%ts  of  persuasion  and  alluroment,  but  al- 
wajTS  makes  use  of  the  rod ;  such  a  man 
may  break  the  spirit^but  never  can  improve 
the  minds  of  his  scholars. 

I  do  not  knowy  Sir,  what  the  honourable 
gentlemen  mean  by  that  respect  and  es- 
teem which  we  ought  to  h^ve,  among  our 
neighbours;  surely.  Sir,  this  respect  and 
esteem  never  can  encrease  in  the  same 
proportion  as  our  regular  troops  encrease; 
surely  gentlemen  do  not  think  that  we  are 
to  be  respected  only  according  to  tlie  re- 
gular troops  we  have  in  our  pay :  In  that 
case  there  are  several  princes  in  Germany 
who  would  deserve  more  respect  tlian  we ; 
there  is  hardly  a  kingdom  in  Europe  that 
would  deserve  so  little;  and  I  am  sure 
those  who  keep  up  their  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, as  some  of  our  neighbours  do,  would 
have  no  occasion  to  shew  us  any  regard  or 
esteem.  But  I  believe  the  case  is  directly 
jotherwise.  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  am 
so  far  from  being  of  that  opinion,  that  I 
think  I  can  venture  to  make  it  appear, 
that  the  more  regular  troops  we  keep  up 
in  time  of  peace,  the  less  we  shall  be  re- 
spected or  esteemed  by  every  one  of  our 
neighbours :  They  know  we  have  no  fron- 
tier to  defend,  nor  fortified  towns  to  gar- 
rison, and  therefore  they  will  conclude  our 
government  would  never  be  at  the  expence 
of  keeping  up  k  large  body  of  regular 
troops,  if  they  were  beloved  or  esteemed 
by  their  own  people.  They  will  conclude 
that  such  a  body  of  troops  is  kept  up, 
only  to  keep  the  people  in  obedience ;  and 
a  government  whicn  does  not  enjoy  the 
aflections  and  esteem  of  their  own  people, 
will  certainly  be  despised  by  foreigners, 
and  they  know  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
people  must  be  fleeced  in  order  to  main- 
tain them.  Whereas,  when  those  in  the 
government  of  this  nation  do  their  duty, 
when  they  enjoy  the  affections  and  esteem 
of  the  people  in  general,  though  we  had 
not  a  regiment  of  regular  troops  in  the 
icingdom,  our  neighbours  know  we  oould 
in  a  few  months  appear  in  the  field  with  our 
hondreds  of  thousands  of  regular  troops 
as  well  as  they,  besides  an  irresistible 
navy,  by  means  of  which  we  could  carrv 
terror  and  desolation  to  every  part  of  their 
•ea  coasts,  and  at  the  same  time  protect 
our  own  from  any  insult. 

It  IB  not  therefore,  Sir,  to  our  keeping 
up  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  in  time 
of  peace,  we  owe  any  part  of  that  respect 
we  may  have  among  our  neighbours ;  it  is 
to  our  naval  power,  to  the  natural  bmvery 
9f  our  men  in  general,  woA  to  our  govcm- 
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ment's  possessing  the  hearts  of  their  sub- 
jects. From  hence  it  is  we  derive  our  se- 
curity; and  the  keeping  up  of  a  large  bodv 
of  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace,  wiU 
derogate  from  every  one  of  the  three.  It 
will  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  keep  up 
such  anaval  power  as  we  mi^ht  otherwise  do: 
It  will  propagate  aspirit  of  eifeminacy  and 
cowardice  among  all  those  who  are  not  of 
the  army ;  and  it  will  always  contribute  tO' 
wards  rendering  our  government  hateful 
to  the  people  in  general.  For  this  reason 
I  will  be  bold  to  say,  that  if  ever  any  of 
our  maritime  counties  or  cities  be  plunder- 
ed by  a  small  party  of  foreign  regular 
troops,  it  will  be  owing  to  our  keeping  up 
a  standing-army.  Considering  the  extent 
of  our  coasts,  we  cannot  have  so  much  as 
one  regiment,  nor  half  a  regiment,  at  evenr 
place  where  a  small  party  may  land;  suct 
a  party  may  therefore  plunder  and  lay  de- 
solate a  great  part  of  the  country  before 
any  of  our  regular  troops  can  come  up  to 
oppose  them ;  and  the  effeminacy,  and 
cowardice,  into  which  the  inhabitants,  by 
an  entire  disuse  of  military  exercises,  may 
fall,  will  instigate  our  enemies  to  make 
many  such  attempts. 

I  am  really  very  much  surprized.  Sir,  to 
hear  it  said,  we  have  felt  no  inconv^ence 
from  our  array.  Besides  the  danger  to 
which  our  liberties  are  exposed,  is  not  the 
great  debt  we  still  owe,  and  the  many  taxes 
we  still  pay,  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
our  keeping  up  so  numerous  an  army  in 
time  of  peace  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  the 
quartering  of  soldiers  is  no  inconvenience 
to  those  poor  people  who  are  subject  to 
tliat  extraordinary  burden  ?  Is  it  not  a  very 
great  expence,  as  well  q»  a  great  inconve> 
nience  to  every  public  house  in  the  king- 
dom ?  And  can  we  imagine  our  soldicn 
are  always  so  civil  in  their  quarters  as  never 
to  be  guilty  of  any  insolence  or  rude  piece 
of  behaviour  >  I  hope  I  shall  be  forgivai 
when  I  wish  that  sotne  of  the  gentlemen 
who  tell  us  so  could  be  metamorphosed,  for 
a  few  weeks  only,  into  a  country  inn- 
keeper, or  alehouse-keeper,  with  a  hand- 
some wife,  or  two  or  three  pretty  daughters, 
whose  virtue  and  well-being  he  might  be 
supposed  to  have  some  concern  for :  I  be- 
lieve such  gentlemen,  upon  their  return 
to  this  House,  would  shew  a  little  more 
sympathy ;  I  believe  they  would  aDow  our 
inn-keepers  and  alehouse-keepers  mi^it 
live  at  a  less  expence,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  more  ease  and  quiet,  if  they  had  no 
such  inmates,  at  least  not  so  many,  as  th^ 
are  now  genmlly  plagued  with.    But  this 
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is  not  all:  Can  any  gentleman  say  our  li- 
berties can  never  be  in  danger  from  a  stand- 
ing-army? Have  they  not  once  already 
been  overturned  by  an  army^  which  was 
raised  and  paid  by  parliament  ?  An  army, 
wherein  the  very  officers  were  put  in  by 
the  parliament,  or  by  those  whom  the  par- 
liament had  named,  which  rendered  it 
more  the  creature  of  the  pariiament,  than 
it  is  possible  for  our  army  upon  its  present 
footmg  to  be.  For  though  our  regular 
troops  are  at  present  kept  up  by  our  au- 
thority, we  are  not  certain  our  authority 
wiUbe  sufficient  for  disbanding  them,  when- 
ever we  have  a  mind,  our  being  in  no  dan- 
ger from  his  present  Majesty  signifies  no- 
thing :  Under  a  good  king,  we  ought  to 
adopt  no  custom,  nor  make  any  precedent, 
which  a  bad  king  may  make  a  bad  U3e  of. 

Whatever  our  pacific  measures  may  have 
done,  1  am  persuaded,  Sir,  neither  the  late 
preservation  of  our  own  tranquillity,  nor 
the  restoration  of  the  publictranquillity,  was 
owing  to  the  army  we  kept  up,  or  the  ad- 
dition we  made'  to  it.  As  to  our  own 
tranquillity,  it  is  certain  our  remaining 
quiet,  was  the  utmost  that  could  be  hoped 
TOT  by  those  who  began  the  war ;  our  not 
joiningagai|istthem  was  the  greatestfavour 
diey  could  expect  from  us,  and  therefore 
it  would  have  been  ridiculous  in  them  to 
have  disturbed  our  tranquillity,  because 
it  would  have  forced  us  to  join  against 
them.  And  as  to  restoring  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  1  am  sure  it  ^cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  restored  upon  the  footing  of 
any  scheme  or  plan  pr^osed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  I  am  sure  his  Majesty  never  did, 
nor  ever  would  propose  to  add  such  a  large 
dutchy  as  that  of  Lorain  to  the  dominions 
of  France.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  the 
peace  was  cli^pt  up  between  the  two  chief 
contending  powers  without  our  knowledge, 
without  our  advice  or  assistance ;  and  1 
wish  we  may  not  find  it  was  clapt  up  on 
conditions  which  may  prove  disagreeEible 
both  to  us  and  our  allies. 

I  shall  grant.  Sir,  that  the  system  of 
affiurs  in  Europe  seem»  to  be  altered  by 
the  late  peace ;  but  I  cannot  think  either 
of  the  contracting  parties  has  a  design  of 
making  any  immediate  incroachment  upon 
us  or  any  of  our  allies.  The  maxims  they 
have  of  late  pursued  for  distressing  us  are 
more  slow  and  more  efiectual  than  they 
were  some  time  ago,  when  they  had  other 
ministers  to  direct  their  afiairs.  1  dare  say, 
Sir,  there  is  not  a  court  in  Europe  that 
has  now  a  thought  of  invading  us  or  our 
allies,  for  if  that  wera  tht  case,  our  mi- 
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nisters  at  those  courts  would  certainly  have 
discovered  such  a  design:  their  wisdom,^ 
their  care,  and  their  penetration,  are  so  well 
known,  it  is  not  possible  to  suppose  such  a 
desi^  could  be  kept  concealed  from  them; 
and  if  there  be  no  immediate  diesign,  there . 
is  no  occasion  for  us  to  prepare  against  it : 
on  the  contrary  if  we  suspect  any  distant 
views,  and  such  only,  ( if  our  ministers  at  fo- 
reign courts  have  done  their  duty)  we  can 
suspect,  we  ought  in  the  mean  time  to  save 
as  much  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  may 
be  the  better  able  to  oppose  such  designs, 
when  any  attempts  shall  be  made  for  car- 
lying  th^m  into  execution. 

But,  Sir,  if  we  can  suppose  ffliy  alteration 
made  by  the  late  peace,  with  respect  to 
the  system  of  affiiirs  in  Europe,  it  must  be- 
occasioned  by  a  real  conjunction  and  tho- 
rough union  between  the  Emperor  and 
France :  it  must  proceed  from  a  concert 
between  those  two  potentates  for  pre- 
scribing rules  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  or  for 
joining  together  in  order  to  incroachinents 
upon  some  of  their  neighbours;  and  in 
that  case  the  war  which  the  Muscovites 
are  already  engaged  in,  and  which  the 
Emperor  will  probably  be  very  soon  en* 
gaged  in,  against  the  Turks,  is  a  sort  of 
pledge  for  securing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
rest  of  Europe ;  because  it  will  prevent  the 
emperor's  being  hi  a  capacity  of  executing 
his  part  of  any  such  concert.  Then  again, 
if  we  suppose  that  no  such  alteration  has 
been  made  by  the  late  peace,  but  that 
France  may  take  that  opportunity,  as  she 
was  formerly  wont  to  do,  of  attacking  the 
emperor  or  some  of  those,  who,  according 
to  the  antient  system,  are  his  natural  allies, 
it  is  at  the  same  time  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  we  would  not  be  so  far  wanting 
to  ourselves  as  to  stand  by  the  spectators ; 
in  such  an  event,  it  is  not  the  first  time  the 
emperor,  in  conjunction  withliis  allies,  ha^ 
supported  successfully  a  war  against  the 
Turks/ and  at  the  same  time  set  bounds  to 
the  ambition  of  France,  even  when  he  had 
not  the  Muscovites  to  assist  him,  and  at  a 
time  when  we  had  jio  such  numerous  stand- 
ing army  in  Britain  as  we  have  at  present. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  or 
expect  a  time  when  all  the  princes  of  Eu- 
rope will  be  not  only  in  profound  peace, 
but  without  any  views  or  designs  of  making 
incrbachitients  upon  one  another.  If  we 
are  not  to  diminish  our  present  army  till 
such  a  time  happens,  if  we  are  not  to  pass 
the  river  till  it  runs  dry,  it  is  ridiculous 
ever  to  thmk  of  passing,  or  to  expect  a 
diminution.     Agamst  8ecr«t  desigx^  Uk^. 
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indden  invasions,  we  may  always  defend 
ourselves  by  means  of  our  fleet;  and 
there  is  no  gentleman  of  those  who  op- 
pose a  land  army  that  is  against  oar  keep- 
mg  the  royal  navy  always  m  good  repair,  a 
considerable  number  of  seamen  always  in 
pay,  and  to  encouraging  military  discipline 
among  ourmen  in  general;  but  when  we  are 
ourselves  at  peace,  we  ought  always  to  take 
that  opportunity  to  ease  ourselves  ofUie 
expence  of  maintaining  a  land  army.  Are 
we  to  keep  up  a  land  army  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  allies  ?  No,  Sir;  they  have 
fortified  towns,  and  numerous  carrisons  to 
defend  them  against  any  sudden  attack ; 
and  if  they  do  ^eir  duty  towards  them- 
selves, if  they  keep  the  fortifications  of 
their  £-ontiet  towns  in  good  repair,  and 
•uch  a  body  of  regular  troops  in  their  pay 
as  is  necessary  for  defending  their  frontier, 
we  shall  always  have  time  to  raise  or  to 
hire  an  army  for  their  support,  before  they 
can  be  brought  into  any  great  danger. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear.  Sir,  there  is  so  mudi 
discontent,  and  so  many  tumults  in  the  na- 
tion ;  but  upon  such  an  occasion  to  bring 
his  Majes^'s  name,  or  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, mto  question,  as  I  observe  they 
toe  often  are,  is  not  fair ;  I  must  begleave  to 
say,  I  do  not  think  it  altogether  decent.  I 
am  sure  (^re  is  no  man  in  the  kingdom  that 
ever  thoughthimself  wronged  by  his  Majes- 
ty, but  I  shall  net  say  so  much  with  vetpect 
to  his  ministers*  Therefore,  if  there  be 
any  discontents  in  the  nation,  we  are  to 
suppose,  the  nature  of  our  constitution 
points  it  out  to  us  to  suppose,  that  soch  dis- 
contents are  owing  to  the  measures  pur- 
sued by  the  ministers  only  ;  and  it  we 
examine  the  history  of  diis  nation  for  some 
years  past  we  may  easily  see  howthey  iiave 
been  raised,  and  to  wfuA  t^ey  are  chiefly 
owing.  During  the  kte  great  war,  the 
people  of  this  nation  were  subjected  to 
many  new  and  heavy  taxes,  and  a  great* 
public,  debt  incurred.  Every  man  was 
then  sensible  of  the  debt  contracted, 
every  man  then  felt  severely  the  taxes 
he  paid,  but  every  man  comforted  himself 
that  in  a  few  years  of  peace  the  debt 
would  be  paid  off,  and  most  of  the  taxes 
abolished.  We  have  now  enjoyed  a 
peace  of  twenty  five  years  standing,  Mid 
yet  now  we  find  the  public  debt  near  as 
large  as  it  was  at  the  end  q€  the  war,  and 
all  the  taxes  but  one,  as  high  and  as  heavy 
as  they  were  in  any  time  of  the  war.  In 
this  long  tract  of  peaceable  times,  the  peo- 
ple have  not  felt  themselves  relieved  from 
any  «ne  tax,  ekcept  a  part  of  the  land  tax, 


Debate  in  the  Comvt&m  en  the 


[mt 


and  even  that  tax  is  as  hl^  in  Britain  m 
in  time  of  peace,  as  it  is  m  France  in  dnie 
of  war.  Thus  the  peq>le  have  been  long 
disappointed,  and  now  at  last  they  be^  to 
de^air  of  ever  seeing  themselves  reheved 
from  the  heavy  burdens  they  groan  under* 
There  may  be  sevend  other  neasons;  ihm 
are  some  which  I  could  mention,  but  this 
is  the  chief  reason  of  the  discontent  being 
so  general,  as  I  am  afiraid  it  is ;  and  I  aos 
sure  the  keeping  up  of  a  numerous  standing- 
army  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  a  proper  m^ 
thod  for  removing  this  cause  <^  discontciiC. 
So  far  from  it.  Sir,  that  i  am  afiraid  itisonft 
of  the  principal  causes  of  all  that  dissatis&o- 
tion  so  much  insisted  on ;.  for  a  fireegovem-* 
ment  cannot  be  supportedbutby  havinstiie 
affections  of  the  generality  of  tne  people. 

To  imajgine,  Sir,  that  our  govemoieal 
would  be  in  any  danger  firom  the  disbanded 
soldiers  joining  with  the  discontented  is 
without  any  foundation;  for  there  «c 
many  sc^diers  would  be  glad  to  be  dis- 
charged, there  are  many  of  them  would  bt 
glad  to  return  to  tneir  farmer  Isboat 
and  industry,  and  there  are  some  wbm 
would  be  intitled  to  Chelsea>-ho8pital ;  of 
these  tbsre  are  not  perhaps  a  great  inany,fe 
of  late  we  teem  to  have  taktttmore  case  la 
make  a  fine  figure  at  a  review,  than  a  brave 
stand  in  a  field  of  battle ;  so  that  we  have 
not  at  present  many  old  soldiers  in  oar 
army ;  nowever  there  are  some,  and  ihtf 
would  be  glad  of  being  put  upon  the  esta- 
blishment oi  Chelsea-hospitaL  Bj  this 
means  a  reductkm  might  be  managed  sa 
as  not  to  discharge  a  man  who  did  not  look 
on  it  as  a  favour ;  and  surely  it  is  not  te 
be  supposed  that  those  men  who  had  jiBii 
received  a  favour  fi-om  the  govemmeiA 
would  join  with  any  party  against  the  go* 
vemment;  nor  womdthe  nundberoff  din* 
plined  soldiers  in  die  kingdom  be  dinii<^ 
nished  'by  such  a  reduction;  for,  as  te 
officers  would  all  be  put  upon  half  paVf 
both  officem  and  soldiers  would  rensam  m 
the  island,  and  would  be  ready  to  assist  m 
the  defence  of  their  country  igahist  any 
invasion  or  insurrection,  and  act  as  bravebr 
as  if  they  were  fully  in  pay  and  regimented* 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  haVe  now  shewn,  thare  is 
no  force  in  any  of  the  arguments  made  me 
of  for  our  keeping  up  the  same  niunber  af 
forces  we  had  last  year,  nor  any  danger  ta 
be  apprehended  from  a  reduction ;  but  i 
cannot  leave  this  subject  without  rqaesent» 
ing  to  gentlemen  the  danger  ourcesistitatioBi 
is  exposed  to  by  keeping  i^  siKzh  a  niun^ 
rous  army.  Such  r^resentatk>ns  have^  it 
is  true,  often  been  made  and  enforced  iriSk 
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siore  tli«Dglh  dian  I  am  master  of^  but  i 
think  they  ought  to  t>e  repeated  as  oftea 
as  there  is  ooeasioiu  Th^  number  we 
have  at  present,  especialty  considering 
how  easily  and  now  soon  they  may  be 
increased  to  double  the  number,  I  will  be 
bold  to  say,  is  sufficient  for  trampling  upon 
the  liberties  of  this  nation ;  and  the  longer 
they  are  kept  up/  the  more  sufficient  will 
ti&ey  be  for  that  purpose;  because  the 
people  will  every  day  grow  less  apt  or  able 
to  Yindrcate  their  Imerties,  and  our  army 
wifl  etrery  day  grow  the  more  cementea, 
and  consequently  the  more  fit  for  such  an 
undertaking.  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he 
ttrnied  every  member  of  this  House  eut 
ef  doors,  when  he  bid'bne  of  his  soldiers 
take  away  our  Mace  that  Fool's  Bauble,*  as 
he  called  it,  had  not  a  much  more  nume- 
rous regular  army  thttiwe  have  at  present 
on  foot ;  and  though  the  army  under  king 
James  II.  behaved  in  a  more  honoiumble 
manner,  yet  sudiab^haviour  is  not  much  to 
be  depended  on;  fbr  I  am  convinced  even 
that  army  would  not  have  behaved  as  they 
didifihe  discontented  had  not  had  an  anny 
to  repair  to :  or  if  proper  measures  had  been 
taken  to  garble  them  a  little  before  hand. 
But,  Sir,  without  any  open  or  violent 
aftadc  upon  our  liberties,  like  that  made 
by  Oliver  Cromwell,  our  constitution  may, 
1^  means  of  our  army,  and  the  many  other 
posts  in  the  sole  disposal-  of  the  king,  be 
undermkied,  and  at  last,  to  use  the  mili- 
tary expression,  entirely  blown  up.  It 
may  come  to  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  an  officer  or  soldier  ought  to  be  as 
observant  of  his  orders  in  this  House,  or  at 
elections,  as  he  ought  to  be  in  a  canq>  or  a 
field  of  battle ;  and  that  courage  and  ex- 
perience m  the  field  are  never  to  be  re- 
garded, however  serviceable  they  may 
Affve-been  to  his  coimtry,  if  they  happen 
to  be  jokied  to  a  backwardness  fbr  the  mi- 
wter's  measures  in  the  House.  Nay  it 
may  happen,  that  ^  making  of  a  proper 
interest  at  elections,  (Mr  the  gitin^  of  a 
riglit  v^e  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
•hall  be  deemed  the  only  service,  the  only 
merit  worthy  of  preferment  inthearmj^; 
and  considering  how  many  officers  are  in 
Parlkunent,  considering  how  many  must 
always  be  in  Parliament  as  long  as  we  keep 
up  the  same  number  offerees  we  have  at 
present,  I  naay  venture  to  say,  that  if  such 
i^gxims  ^ou)d  be  established  and  pureed, 
it  would  be  in  the  power  even  of  die 
most  wicked  minister,  to  have  ahrayi^tt 
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majority  at  his  commud  in  both  Houses 
of  Farliament.  In  which  case  our  Fariia* 
ments^  like  the  senate  of  Romeunder  their 
emperors,  or  the  present  assemblies  of  Uie 
states  in  most  of  our  neighbouring  king- 
doms, would  serve  only  for  giving  counte- 
nance to  the  schemes  of  our  ministers,  and 
for  rendering  them  more  bold  in  thdr  op« 
pressions. 

At  present,  Sir,  we  have  more  reason 
than  usual  for  being  afraid  c^  such  maxims. 
Several  officers  hate  been  lately  removed 
from  their  commands  in  the  army ;  offi- 
cers of  almost  every  rank  and  station,  and 
officers  who  could  not  be  accused  of  any 
neglect  or  contumacy  in  their  military 
duty ;  therefore  some  people  take  it  upon 
them  to  say,  diat  they  were  removed  for 
some  neglect  or  contumacy  in  that,  which 
with  respect  to  such  maxima  may  be  called 
their  parliamentary  duty. 

They  had  the  misfortune  to  difier  from 
some  gentiemen  in  their  sentiments,  and 
they  mid  the  honesty  to  declare  their  sen- 
timents fVe^y,  and  to  vote  accordingly  in 
Plarllaraent ;  soon  after  this  they  were  re- 
moved from  every  post  they  nad  in  the 
army,  without  any  cause  assigned :  what 
cain  the  world  thmk  of  such  removals  i 
And  I  am  sure  every  gentleman  of  this 
House,  who  believes  that  they  were  re- 
moved for  crating  in  Parliament  according 
as  their  conscience  imd  their  ^onout*  di- 
rected them,  must  join  wiUi  me  m  opini<», 
that  it  is  now  high  time  to  think  of  re- 
ducing our  army,  and  of  nutting  the  mili- 
tary mnce  di  the  kingaotn  upon  some 
footing  very  difierent  from  what  it  has 
been  upon  for  many  years  past.  It  is  now 
the  very  beginning  of  a  session  i  if  we  now 
resolve  upon  a  t^Uction,  we  may  have 
time' to  contrive  and  pass  a  Bill  for  reeu* 
kting  our  militia  so  as  to  make  it  useml ; 
but  n  we  should  now  resolve  upon  conti- 
nuing the  same  number  oS  regular  forces, 
I  am  sure,  no  gentleman  can  expect  a 
prm>er  concurrence  or  assistance  m  any 
sucft  design,  and  therrfore  I  am  Sure  no 
gentleman  wiU  venture  to  propose  any 
schemes  for  that  purpose  ;  ror  many  ob- 
jections may  be  made  against  the  best 
scheme  that  can  be  proposed,  and  those 
who  have  not  a  mind  to  agree  to  any 
scheme,  will  dways  pretend  to  ^ink  the 
objections  unanswerable  ;  so  that  unless 
the  question  for  a  reduction,  at  a  time  of 
soprofounda  tranquillity,  be  approved  by 
a  ma^rity  of  this  House,  no  man  can  ex* 
pect  the  approbation  of  the  majority  to 
any  scheme  he  can  psopose ;  and  no  mas 
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will  chuse  to  propose  a  scheme  which  he 
as  sure  will  be  rejected. 

From  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  it 
will  appear,  that  the  Question  now  before 
us  is  not,  Whether  by  Keeping  up  the  same 
number  of  forces,  we  shall  continue  to 
neglect  our  Militia,  for  one  year  longer  ? 
But  whether  we  shall  continue  to  neglect 
it  for  ever  ?  This,  Sir,  is  truly  the  question 
now  before  us ;  and  I  leave  it  to  every 
gentleman  who  has  n  regard  for  the  con- 
stitution, or  for  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
or  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  his  native 
country,  to  consider  ^hat  may  be  the  con- 
sequences of  his  agreeing  to  such  a  ques- 
tion ?  For  my  own  part  I  have  done  my 
duty ;  and  if  I  should  see  our  happy  con- 
stitution overturned,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people  destroyed  ;  if  I  should  see  our 
maritime  cities  and  towns  plundered,  and 
the  honour  of  the  nation  exposed  by  that 
spirit  of  effeminacy  and  cowardice  which 
will  soon  prevail  among  all  those  who  are 
not  of  our  army,  and  perhaps  at  last  among 
them  likewise,  I  shall  at  least  have  this 
comfort  left,  that  I  have  done  my  duty  in 
this  House. 

Sir  Robert  Walpok  replied  as  follows : 

Sir ;  I  should  be  extremely  glad  to  hear 
a  method  proposed  by  which  we  could 
provide  for  our  safety  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  without  keepms  any  troops  in  our 
pay ;  but  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
now  seem  to  be  for  a  reduction,  though 
fliey  have  told  us  our  neighbours  keep  up 
their  regular  troops  only  for  supporting 
their  arbitrary  power,  and  thouffn  they 
have  talked  a  great  deal  of  the  MiBtia,  yet 
they  have  proposed  no  scheme  for  making 
the  Militia  of  this  Jcingdom  useful,  nor 
have  they  shewed  us  any  method  by  which 
we  can  defend  ourselves  against  the  re- 
gular troops  kept  up  by  our  neighbours, 
unless  it  be  by  keeping  up  some  of  our 
own.  What  reasons  our  neighbours  may 
have  for  keeping  up  such  large  bodies  of 
regular  troops  as  they  do,  or,  whether  the 
Militia  of  this  country  may  be  so  well 
disciplined  as  to  be  made  equal  to  regular 
troops,  are  questions  which  I  do  not  think 
very  matenal  at  present ;  because,  it  'is 
certain  every  one  of  our  neighbours  do 
keep  up  large  bodies  of  regular  troops,  and 
it  is  as  certain  that  our  Militia,  according 
to  their  present  regul^on,  would  be  of  no 
use  for  defending  us  against  such  troops  ; 
therefore  till  our  Militia  are  made  useful, 
till  they  are  so  weU  disciplined  as  to  be 
able  to  defend  us  against  regular  troops. 


we  can  put  no  trust  in  them,  we  must  keep 
up  a  sufficient  body  of  regular  forces ; 
and  as  soon  as  I  see  sudi  a  Militia  in  this 
kingdom  as  may  be  safely  entrusted  with 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  I  shall  then 
most  readily  agree  to  the  disbanding  of 
every  re^ment  we  have  in  our  service, 
but  that  I  am  afraid  will  not,  at  least  for 
some  years,  be  the  case. 

Give  me  leave  farther  to  say,  that  thou^ 
I  wish.  Sir,  as  much  as  any  eentleman  m 
this  House,  our  militia  coula  be  nuide  as 
good  as  regular  troops,  yet  in  my  opinioii 
the  thing  is  impossible.  There  is  nothing, 
I  am  afraid,  but  necessity  or  pay,  can  make 
men  be  at  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of  train- 
ins  themselves  up  to  the  use  of  aims  and 
military  discipline  ;  and  as  the  peo{^e  of 
this  nation  are  not  now  under  any  necesti^ 
of  so  doing,  I  do  not  think  you  can  ever  get 
any  number  of  them  to  submit  to  such  disci- 
pline, unless  you  pay  them  for  the  trouble 
they  are  at,  and  for  that  part  of  their  time  at 
least  which  they  employ  m  that  way.  By  ne- 
cessity I  mean  that  natural  necessity  which 
men  arebrought  under  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  they  live  in.  In  fcNrmer 
ages  all  Europe  was  divided  into  a  great 
number  of  little  states  or  principalities, 
each  of  which  was  in  some  manner  inde- 
pendent, and  therefore  they  were  often 
making  inroads  upon,  and  plundering  one 
another:  many  ot  these  little  principalities 
were  often  united  under  one  king  or  go- 
vernor ;  but  each  of  them  had  so  much 
power  within  himself,  and  was  so  indepen- 
dent of  the  chief  governor,  that  they  were 
very  tenacious  of  whatever  they  either  pre- 
tended or  thought  to  be  their  ri^t,  and 
their  quarrels  were  oftener  decided  by  the 
sword  than  by  the  laws  of  their  country : 
this  laid  every  man  under  an  immediate 
necessity  of  accustoming  himself  to  the 
use  of  arms  and  military  exercises :  and  in- 
deed most  of  them  neither  thought  of  nor 
practised  much  of  any  sort  of  employment. 
But  ever  since  Europe  has  been  reduced 
under  the  dominion  of  a  few  powerful  po- 
tentates, the  people  live  in  security ;  those 
of  the  same  kingdom  or  state  have  their 
differences  decided  by  the  law,  and  the  dif- 
ferences that  arise  between  two  great  sove- 
reign states  are  ofteper  decided  by  treaty 
than  by  the  sword  ;  therefore  the  g^ra- 
lity  of  the  people  in  each  state  being  firee 
from  those  apprehensions  their  ancestors 
were  perpetually  under,  have  lottg  since 
neglectea  the  use  of  arms,  aadhave  implied 
themselves  to  arts  and  industry ;  bat  this 
general  ne|^ect  of  martial  discipline  has 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


1SS7] 


Number  of  the  Land  Forces, 


A.  D.  1737- 


[1338 


nmde  it  necessary  in  each  country  to  keep 
im  a  body  of  regular  troops  ;  an4  this  is 
the  true  and  the  natural  reason  for  intro- 
ducing that  custom  in  every  kingdom  and 
Btate  now  in  Europe.  The  supporting  of 
arbitrary  power  cannot  be  the  reason  in 
every  one  of  them,  because  regular  troops 
are  kept  up  in  all  the  free  states  of  Europe, 
and  according  to  the  exigencies  and  power 
of  their  government  in  as  great  numbers 
too  as  in  those  where  arbitrary  power  has 
been  established. 

In  this  country,  Sir,  the  people  live  in 
the  same,  or  rather  greater  security  as 
those  of  any  other  country  in  Europe,  and 
for  the  same  reason  the  generality  of  them 
have  neglected,  and  will  always  neglect  to 
train  themselves  up  to  wah  They  are  now 
under  no  natural  necessity  of  studying  or 
practising  that  art ;  and  if  you  should  pre- 
tend to  lay  them  under  a  legal  necessity, 
I  am  afraid  you  will  find  it  impracticable. 
Such  a  law,  or  such  a  scheme,  may  appear 
extremely  easy  in  speculation,  but  I  am 
convinced  when  you  come  to  the  execu- 
tion, at  this  time  you  would  meet  with  in- 
surmountable difficulties.  Let  us  consider 
Sir,  that  for  keeping  the  militia  always  well 
disciplined,  you  must  have  them  out  at 
least  twice  a  week  to  learn  or  to  practise 
their  exercises.  Ifyou  «hould  make  Sun- 
day one  of  m^e  days,  you  may  depend  on  it 
many  of  the  clergy,  of  all  sects  and  persua- 
sions, would  look  upon  it  as  anincroachment 
Hpon  them,  and  would  therefore  preach 
aeainst  it;  from  whence  many  of  your  peo- 
ple would  refuse  to  obey  such  a  law  out  of 
a  scruple  of  conscience;  so  that  we  might 
perhaps  have  martyrs  for  keeping  holy  the 
Lord's  Day,  which  might  at  last  produce 
a  religious  civil  war  in  the  kingdom.  Two 
days  out  of  six  is  what  no  labouring  man 
can  spare  ;  nay,  even  one  day  out  of  six, 
to  be  spent  in  military  exercise,  without 
any  pay,  would  be  hard  upon  a  poor  la- 
bouring man  who  had  a  family  to  provide 
for :  it  would  be  a  tax,  and  a  severe  tax 
too,  upon  every  labouring  man,  and  every 
man  of  business,  in  the  kingdom.  Their 
time  is  their  estate,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  taking  one  sixth  part  of  their  estat^  from 
tlttem,  which,  considering  how  low  our  es- 
tates are  rated  to  the  land  tax,  would  be 
near  equal  to  six  shillings  in  thepound  upon 
land.  For  this  reason  all  the  labouring 
men,  and  all  the  men  of  business  in  the 
kingdom,  would  think  it  a  great  grievance, 
to  be  obliged  to  spend  one  day  of  the  week 
besides  Sunday,  at  their  military  exercises, 
and  what  would  our  landed  gentlemen,  and 


our  rich  merchants  and  shop-keepers  think, 
what  would  those  gentlemen  of  this  House 
.who  now  seem  to  be  so  fond  of  a  w'ell-dis- 
ciplined  militia,  think  of  being  obliged  to 
get  up  two  days  of  the  week,  at  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  wet  or  dry,  to  take 
a  musket  upon  their  shoulders,  and  to  spend^ 
the  whole  oay  in  painful  exercise  and  fati-^ 
gue  ?  It  would  therefore  I  believe  be  im** 
possible  to  oblige  all  the  men  of  the  king- 
dom to  list  themselves  in  the  militia,  and  it 
would  be  unjust  to  oblige  a  few  only,  un- 
less you  paid  them  for  that  extraordhiary 
service. 

Gentlemen  may  talk.  Sir,  of  making  the 
people  use  military  exercises  by  way  of 
diversions ;  but  it  is  certain  the  people 
will  always  chuse  their  diversions;  if  you 
establish  any  diversion  by  a  law,  it  be- 
comes a  duty,  and  ceases  to  be  diversion  : 
The  people  will  Uien  look  upon  it  as  a  bu- 
siness, and  a  very  troublesome  useless  bu* 
siness  too.  Besides,  Sir,  no  man  that 
minds  his  real  business  or  occupation,  re- 
pairs to  any  diversion  till  his  business  be 
over,  therefore  no  man  has  any  set  and 
unalterable  time  for  his  diversion :  even 
Sunday  itself  is  oflen  incroached  on,  when 
necessary  business  requires.  If  you  •  ap- 
pointed one  or  two  certain  days  every  week 
for  military  exercise,  which  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary,  such  appointment  would 
oflen  interfere  with  people's  other  afiairs, 
with  those  affairs  by  which  they  are  to  get 
their  bread,  or  provide  for  their  families; 
and  if  you  sent  them  to  their  officers  for 
leave  of  absence,  the  obtaining  of  such 
leave  would  probably  become  a  tax  upon 
every  man  that  had  occasion  for  it,  and  the 
tax  would  rise  ip  proportion  to  his  ability, 
and  the  urgency  of  his  business.  We  may 
from  hence  see,  it  is  impossible  to  establish 
military  exercise  as  a  diversion :  Such  an 
attempt,  especially  if  it  were  enforced  by 
law,  would  raise  a  most  general  discontent 
and  murmuring,  and  would  consequently 
expose  our  present  happy  establishment  to 
greater  danger,  than  it  can  ever  be  ex- 
posed to  by  keeping  up  a  small  regular 
army,  and  leaving  the  rest  of  the  people 
to  pursue  some  industrious  art  or  employ- 
ment, or  to  follow  such  lawful  diversions 
as  they  themselves  shall  chuse,  without  any 
let  or  disturbance. 

Therefore,  Sir,  while  we  are  surrounded 
with  neighbours  who  keep  vast  armies  of 
regular  troops  continually  on  foot,  I  must 
think  it  absolutely  necessanrforus  to  keep 
up  some  regular  troops  of  our  own,  for 
defending  our  coasts  and  maritime  cities 
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fFom  seorel  mud  iuddon  iaTfisiona,aDctcon- 
^ideriiig  the  exteoaiveiiess  of  ouar  tea  coiBst, 
and  the  pre(»eiit  uaaetUed  aMe  of  afiairs 
IB  Europe,  I  cannot  think  a  lesa  number 
sufficient  than  that  we  have  now  on  foot. 
But,  Sir,  wbatev^  may  be  said,  whatever 
Ota  be  said,  in  ^vour  of  a  well  disciplined 
miliiia,  can  be  no  argument  for  a  present 
reduction  of  our  regular  forces ;  because 
no  man  can  say  our  militia  is  now  under 
any  toleraUe  sort  of  discipline,  or  that  they 
are  such  a  militaiy  force  upon  which  oar 
gpveniment  can  ^pend  either  for  its  own 
mpport,  or  for  the  protection  of  the  peo- 
jie ;  and  I  must  think  it  would  be  a  sort 
of  madness  to  give  up  that,  or  any  neces- 
sary part  of  that  upon  which  only  we  can 
now  depend  for  our  safety  and  protection, 
till  we  nave  provided  somethingm  its  stead, 
upon  which  we  may  with  some  reason  de- 
'  pend  for  our  security,  at  least  against  fo* 
reign  invasious. 

Mr.  Henri/  Pelham  said : 

Sir;  My  honoun^le  friend  who  sits  near 
me  has  so  fully  answered  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  against  the  motion,  that  I  be- 
lieve every  gentleman  h^e  is  convinced, 
that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  our 
keeping  up  a  number  of  regular  rorces  in 
this  nation.  But,  gentlemen,  give  me 
leave  to  take  notice  of  two  or  three  things 
that  were  thrown  out  by  the  honeuraUfe 
gentleman  over  the  way. 

The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  seemed 
to  be  very  apprehensive  of  the  effects  which 
the  army  may  have  upon  the  courage  and 
il^orals  of  the  subjecta.  For  my  part,  I 
am  so  far  from  being  of  opinion,  our  re- 
gulai:  army  tends  to  depress  the  natural 
courage  or  the  spirit  or  the  rest  of  our 
siibjeeta,  that  I  am  convinced  a  regular 
vmy  of  natives,  well  clothed,  well  paid. 
Mid  kept  under  an  escact  discipline,  will  in 
every  county  tend  to  raise  the  spirit  of  the 
peofMC,  and  to  make  their  men  m  general 
affect  to  imitate  that  courage,  that  regula- 
rity of  manners,  and  that  discipline,  by 
wmoh  they  see  so  many  of  their  country- 
men, perhaps  their  relations,  rise  to  ho- 
nour and  preferment;  for  if  an  army  be 
k^  under  proper  disciplme,  and  prefer- 
ments justly  disposed  of,  a  regular  and  vir- 
tuous behaviour  in  private  1^,  as  wdl  as 
tm  exa(^  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  sol- 
dier fvdll  always  be  made  necessary  for  in« 
tUiaff a  man  to  preferment  in  the  army; 
4ad  If  the  youth .  and  high-mettled  of 
ewy  eennWy  are  apt  to  keep  company 
intb»  asd  iaulele  ilie  aeUiiefa»  m  •nny> 


under  a  ri§^  gor^nment,  wiU  dwayt  hm 
Q^mBf/x  use  towards  establishing  viitiie 
and  mondity  among  the  people  in  genen^ 
than  any  ^otner  set  of  men,  not  excepting 
even  t^  clergy,  can  be.  Indeed,  if  your 
government  be  in  vicious  hands,  if  firvoucs 
and  preferments  in  the  anny  be  distributed 
only  to  the  lewd,  the  debauched,  and  the 
profligate,  your  army,  like  every  other  set 
of  men  who  depend  up<m  such  a  govern-* 
ment,  will  contribute  towards  comiptio|^ 
the  morals  ef  the  people,  and  under  sudi  a 
government  the  nulitia  would  do  the  same; 
for  preferment  in  the  militia,  as  well  as  in 
the  army,  must  always  depend  i^pen  the 
government. 

Liberty,  Sir,  does  not  depend,  it  never 
did  depend  upon  the  government's  havm^ 
or  not  having  a  regular  army  in  their  pay« 
The  liberties  of  Uie  people  must  ahvsys 
depend  upon  their  virtue.    The  armies  of 
a  virtuous  people  wiU  protect  their  liber- 
ties ;  and  a  luxurious,  vicious  people  wiB 
sdl  them  to  the  first  purchaser,  wiietfaer 
they  have  a  standmg-arm^  or  no.    The 
Romans  had  great  standrng^-armies  long 
before  they  lost  their  Hberties,  and  when 
they  did  lose  them.  Sir,  the  standing-army 
was  on  the  side  of  liberty,  at  least  on  that 
side  that  had  the  greatest  shew  of  it.    Ws 
have  now  several  free  States  in  Europe 
iHio  keep  up,  who  havelonff  kept  iqpno^ 
merous  standing-armies.    Li  HoDand,  m 
Venice,  in  Poland,  they  keep  up  standing- 
armies,  without  thinking  their  hberties  can 
from  thence  be  in  any  £mger.    In  Svredoi 
it  was  their  army  that  rest<Nred  ihetr  ]^>er- 
ties ;  andin  this  country  it  was  our  annj 
that  restored  our  liberties  in  die  reign  m 
king  Charles  2,  and  it  was  our  army  thai 
preserved  them  in  the  reign  of  his  broths 
tdag  James.    In  all  countries  the  armj 
will  follow  the  eeneral  bent  of  the  people 
from  whence  mey  are  drawn,  and  if  the 
general  bent  of  the  people  be  towards 
slaveiy ,  they  will  do  as  they  did  some  time 
since  in  Denmark,  they  will  make  a  free 
gift  of  their  liberties:    Then,  indeed,  aa 
army  may  be  so  modelled,  as  to  prevmt 
the  people's  resuming  the  grant  they  have 
made ;  but  such  an  army  must  not  be  a» 
army  like  ours,  it  must  net  be  an  anily 
whose  very  existence  depends  upon  tike 
annual  consent  of  the  people,  ana  whoee 
pay  depends  upon  the  grants  annually 
made  by  a  parliament  tenacious  of  their 
own  andthe  nation's  rights.  In  this  country 
I  hope  the  general  bent  of  diepeqfde  is  no 
waymclined  towards riavery:  I  euk^wam 
gentlemen  hate  faata^geeat  dealef 
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ptmt  if  it  is.  And  if  ^re  be  ft  nxirit  of 
virtue  and  liberty  among  tiie  peopfe,  the 
same  spirit  must  prevail  in  our  army,  which 
is  drawn  from  the  people,  and  commanded 
by  some  of  the  best  or  the  people ;  there- 
fore it  can  never  be  supposed  our  anny 
will  countenance  or  support  any  measures 
•that  may  tend  towards  establishing  arbi- 
trary power. 

As  to  what  has  been  insinuated  as  if 
ioldiers  were  no  better  than  the  slaves  of 
power,  whatever  it  may  be  in  other  coun- 
tnes,  the  soldiers  of  our  army.  Sir,  are  as 
free  as  any  other  of  our  subjects.  They 
are  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
as  all  other  subjects  are.  There  is,  it  is 
ti^,  one  kiw  which  relates  particulariy  to 
^em;  bQt  that  litw  is  fixed  and  certain, 
and  publicly  known;  a  soldier  from  thence 
ksiovrs  his  duty,  and  if  he  behaves  like  a 
good  subject,  and  does  his  duty  as  a  sol- 
dier>  he  can  be  subjected  to  no  punish- 
ment ;  he  is  not  under  the  arbitrary  will 
and  pl^Lsure  of  any  man  in  the  kingdom, 
no  not  even  of  dlie  king  himself.  Our 
sokUers  are  not,  nor  can  they  suppose 
themselves  a  body  of  men  diflerent  irom 
the  rest  of  the  people,  on  account  of  Uieir 
being  subject  to  a  law  which  relates  to 
them  only.  Every  corporation,  every  so- 
ciety, idniost  every  sort  of  tradesmen  in 
the  kingdom,  ha^e  the  same  reason  to 
think  themselves  a  body  of  men  diflerent 
fVom  the  retft  of  the  people ;  £6t  every  one 
of  them  are  subject  to  some  laws  which 
relate  only  to  tJie  particular  corporation  or 
society  of  which  they  are  members,  or  to 
the  particular  trade  or  profession  they  are 
of.  Our  militia  are  in  the  same  circum- 
stances; they  are  already  subject  to  a  law 
which  relates  to  them  only;  and  whatever 
new  kws  you  may  make  for  regulating  our 
miiitia,  I  hope  you  would  not  take  the 
command  or  the  power  over  them  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  crown ;  for  such  a  regu- 
lation, as  it  happened  to  be  once  before,  I 
riiould  look  on  as  a  total  subversion  of  our 
present  happy  constitution.  I  can  there- 
fore see  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
JOur  liberties  in  greater  danger  from  a 
standing  regular  army  than  &om  a  well 
disciplined  militia;  I  am  sure  it  is  as  mudi 
the  interest  both  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  our  army  to  preserve  our  constitution, 
M  it  can  be  m  any  set  of  men  in  the 
kingdom.  The  behaviour  of  the  army 
under  Oliver  Cromwell  can  be  no  argu- 
ment i^nst  our  present  army :  Our  con- 
stitution was  then  overturned;  a  set  of 
eien  who  had  ^  into  iSm  House,  liad 


murdered  their  king,  had  onnihikted  the 
other  House,  had  excluded  even  from  thift 
House  every  man  who  would  not  join  with 
thetn  in  all  their  measures,  and  by  these 
means  had  assumed  to  themseWes  an. 
arbitrary  power:  In  such  circumstancel 
the  officers  of  the  army  thought  they  had 
as  good  a  title  to  take  the  government  of 
the  nation  to  themselves,  as  to  leave  both 
the  nation  and  themselves  under  the  abso^ 
lute  power  of  any  set  of  private  men  in 
the  kingdom;  and  what  was  the  conse* 
quence  ?  That  very  army,  as  soon  as  they 
could  find  an  opportunity,  restored  our 
constitution. 

Arts  and  sciences,  Sir,  are  the  certain 
product  V  liberty  and  security;  and  igno* 
ranee  and  idleness  are  as  certainly  the 
product  of  slavery  or  a  state  of  war.  The 
securit}r  of  the  pet^le  being  once  estab* 
lished,  it  may  for  some  time  he  preserved 
without  any  regular  troops ;  but  security 
makes  them  neglect  to  train  tltaxiselves  up 
to  the  art  of  war,  and  then  a  standing 
army  beccmies  necessary  for  their  de« 
ffence;  especially  if  thehr  neighbours  are 
provided  with  great  numbers  of  regular 
troops.  This  is  ^e  natural  course  of 
things ;  it  is,  I  believe,  impossible  to  alter 
it  by  any  reeulation.  The  security  of  tlie 
people  of  mis  kingdom  was  established, 
and  arts  mid  sciences  began  to  flourish^ 
before  we  had  any  standing  army ;  but  a 
total  neglect  of  military  discipline  was  not 
then  so  general  as  it  is  now,  nor  were  ouf 
neighbours  provided  with  such  numerous 
bodies  of  regular  forces;  therefore  it 
might  then  be  possible  to  preserve  the  w* 
curity  of  the  people  without  a  standing** 
army,  and  jret  now  the  case  may  be,  and  I 
think,  is,  quite  otherwise.  0\A  neighbour* 
are  fully  sensible  of  the  great  neglect  of 
arms  and  militaiy  discipline  among  the 
generality  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom : 
They  know  how  much  superior  their  regn* 
hr  troops  are  to  your  militia ;  and  if  you 
had  no  standing-army  they  would  be  ready 
to  instdt  yon,  to  invade  you,  upon  every 
occasion ;  therefore  to  protect  the  people 
against  tbreign  inva^ons,  a  small  number 
of  regular  forces  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  I  do  n6t  tliink  it  can  be  less  than  it  is 
at  present. 

Then,  Sir,  with  respect  te  insurrections 
and  civil  commotions,  we  may  know  fhwn 
experience,  and  from  late  experience  ^oo^ 
how  ready  a  fkctious  party  are  to  fly  to 
arms,  though  they  are  certain  of  the  mft* 
jority  of  the  peopleV  being -against  them^, 
fori^  battle  b  not  idwar*  to  the  strtoS^ 
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nor  is  victory  chained  to  the  most  nu- 
merous army.  In  the  late  rebellion,  I 
hope  it  wiU  not  be  said  the  majority  of  the 
people  were  on  the  side  of  the  rebeb,  and 
much  less  can  it  be  said  the  majority  of 
the  people  had  any  inclination  or  occasion 
to  fly  to  arms  for  their  relief  or  preserva- 
tion; yet  that  faction  flew  to  arms  without 
any  ijust  provocation,  depending  for  suc- 
cess upon  the  small  number  of  regular 
troops  we  had  then  in  our  pay ;  and  if  it  had 
hot  been  for  that  number  of  regular  troops, 
small  as  it  was,  those  factious  rebeb  might 
probably  have  overturned  ourgovernment, 
and  with  it,  our  liberties.  Ine  case  will 
always  be  the  same.  Sir,  when  you  reduce 
your  army  too  low,  some  faction  or  another 
will  fly  to  arms,  and  in  these  several  bloody 
contests,  our  constitution  and  liberties  will 
probably  at  last  be  made  a  sacrifice;  for 
though  a  state  of  perpetual  discord  and 
civil  war  may  perhaps  be  better  than  a 
state  of  abject  slavery;  yet  we  find  in  most 
countries  the  people  have  at  last  chose  to 
submit  to  arbitrary  power,  rather  than  to 
continue  under,  or  renew  the  miseries  of  a 
civil  war.  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  is  true,  had 
great  reason  to  dread  insurrections  and 
convulsions  at  the  be^nning  of  her  reign. 
She  altered  the  religion  she  found  by  law 
established,  and  she  had  a  pretender  to  her 
crown  of  that  very  religion;  but  the  re- 
ligion which  was  then  established  by  law, 
was  far  from  being  established  in  the  hearts 
of  the  majority  of  her  people;  and  her 
establishing  by  a  new  law  that  relic:ion 
which  was  before  established  in  Uieir 
hearts,  gained  her  not  only  the  hearts, 
the  hands,  and  tlie  purses,  of  the  majority 
of  her  people,  but  proved  her  great  and 
her  chidf  security  against  the  pretender  to 
her  crown.  This  secured  the  peace  of  the 
nation  at  home,  and  none  oi  her  neigh- 
bours having  then  any  great  number  of 
regular  forces  in  their  pay,  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  her  to  keep  up  a  standing- 
army,  for  securing  her  people  against 
foreign  invasions.  His  present  Majesty 
will  I  hope  upon  every  occasion  find  he 
has  the  hearts,  the  hands,  and  the  purses 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  at  his  com- 
mand; I  am  sure  he  has  through  his 
whole  reign  highly  deserved  it;  but  it  can- 
not be  said  that  our  militia  are  now  so 
good  as  they  were  in  queen  Elizabeth's 
time,  nor  the  Protestants  now  so  much 
united  amongst  themselves,  or  so  zealous 
ip  the  defence  of  their  religion;  and  as 
every  one  of  our  neighbours  now  keep  in 
QOBtmual  pay  vast  armies  of  regular  troops. 


it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  qb  to 
keep  up  a  standing-army,  though  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  in  the  reign  of  queen 
EliziU>eth. 

I  shall  not  say.  Sir,  that  all  the  Jaco- 
bites are  for  aroitrary  power ;  but  I  am 
sure  the  consequence  of  tneir  succeeding  in 
their  scheme  would  be  the  estabhshmeot 
of  it ;  and  as  for  the  Papists,  if  they  under- 
stand the  religion  they  profess,  tliey  must 
be  for  arbitrary  power;  for  their  religi<m 
can  be  supported  by  nothing  but  ignorance 
or  arbitrary  power :  In  former  ages  it  was 
supported  by  ignorance,  and  now  that  veO 
is  pretty  well  removed,  it  can  be  supported 
by  nothing  but  inquisitions  and  itfbitraiy 
rule;  we  may  therefore  suppose,  if  the 
Papists  amongst  us  should  ever  get  the 
government  into  their  hands,  they  would 
establish  a  despotic  sway,  in  order  to  (re- 
store and  support  the  religion  they  profess. 
As  for  ministers  and  their  creatures,  I  do 
not  know  but  many  of  them  may  have 
an  itch  for  arbitrary  power ;  but  they  are 
not  the  only  persons  infected  with  that  dis- 
ease :  It  is  a  disease  incident  to  other  men, 
I  am  afraid  to  most  men,  as  well  as  to  mi- 
nisters ;  and  we  know  by  experience,  in 
this  country  as  well  as  in  others,  t^iat  mi- 
nisters have  been  opposed,  have  been 
hanged  or  beheaded,  under  a  pretence  of 
their  endeavouring  to  usurp  arbitiaiy 
power,  by  men  who  have  committed  that 
very  crime  as  soon  as  they  found  an  oppai' 
tunity. 

I  believe.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  said  our  sol- 
diers are  the  most  abandoned  set  of  men 
in  the  kingdom.  I  could  name  some  other 
sets  of  men  that  do  more  mischief  by  their 
example.  Some  of  the  abandoned,  do  in- 
finitely more.  Soldiers  may  be  lewd,  pro- 
fligate wretches,  but  where  there  is  one 
so,  I  hope,  there  are  at  least  ten  otherwise; 
and  the  example  of  ten  will  always  have  a 
greater  efiect  than  the  example  of  one. 
But  if  the  majority  of  the  army  were'siqh 
posed  to  be  such  wretches,  it  could  be  no 
argument  for  disbanding  th&oi;  it  would 
only  be  an  argument  for  taking  some  me- 
thod to  put  them  under  a  better  and  stricter 
government ;  for  it  is  certain  the  military 
law  may  be  made  much  stricter  and  more 
severe  than  the  conunon  law  can  be  made; 
therefore  the  army  may  be  made  to  pro- 
mote virtue  by  its  example ;  and  if  any  set 
of  rogues  should  venture  to  oppose  the  civil 
power  with  force  of  arms,  surely  a  few  re- 
gular troops  would  be  of  great  use  for  sap- 
pressing  such  a  gang.  From  what  bap- 
peas  while  we  have  aa  anayiwe  are  not  lo 
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judge  of  what  may  happen  while  we  have 
nonei  or  butasmsJl  one ;  none  but  smug- 
glers have  lately  dared  to  oppose  the  civil 
power  with  force  of  arms ;  but  if  we  had 
few  or  no  regular  troops^  I  make  no  ques- 
tion but  other  rogues,  even  house-breakers 
and  highwaymen,  would  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  smugglers:  while  we  have  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  regular  troops,  no  set  of 
rogues  dare  venture  upon  any  such  thing ; 
if  they  did,  I  hope  no  gentleman  of  the 
army  would  think  it  beneath  him,  to  march 
against  those  who  appear  in  anns  against 
their  country, 

I'  must  say.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  any 
gentleman  of  this  House  m^e  the  most 
distant  insinuation  in  favour  of  mobs  and 
tumults.  If  any  magistrate  should  oppress 
or  injure  the  peqple,  they  may  have  re- 
course to,  and  will  be  relieved  by,  the 
laws  of  their  country.  To  seek  for  redress 
in  a  mobbish  tumultuous  way  is  certainly 
illegal,  and  is  often  attended  with  mischief 
to  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty. 
Ro^es  generally  take  the  opportunity  of 
such  public  calamities  to  plunder  without 
tlistinction ;  and  the  malicious  take  occa- 
sion to  satisfy  their  own  private  malice  and 
revenge^:  It  ought  therefore  to  be  the 
chief  care  of  every  government  to  prevent 
mobs,  or  suppress  them  as  soon  as  possible; 
and  no  method  can  be  so  effectual,  as  to 
have  a  few  regular  troops  ready  to  obev 
the  call  of  the  civil  magistrate  upon  sucn 
occasions;  but  you  cannot  have  a  few  re- 
gular troops  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
ready  to  answer  the  call  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate if  you  reduce  any  part  of  the  number 
you  have  at  present  on  foot. 

Sir,  the  respect  and  esteem  we  have 
among  foreigners  does  not  depend  upon 
our  regular  troops  only,  it  depends  like- 
wise upon  our  navy,  and  the  great  number 
of  regular  troops  they  know  we  could  have, 
and  could  mamtain,  an  case  they  should 
provoke  us  to  war :  for  this  reason  we  are 
justly  more  respected  and  more  feared 
than  some  other  states  who  keep  in  conti- 
nual pay  as  many  troops  as  we  do;  because 
they  Keep  up  in  time  of  peace  as  many  as 
they  could  have  or  maintain  in  case  of  war ; 
ana  have  no  such  navy  either  to  protect 
their  own  coasts,  or  to  mfest  those  of  their 
enemy.  But,  surely,  we  are  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  our  neighbours,  when  they 
know  we  can  immediately,  upon  a  rupture, 
send  out  a  superior  fleet,  with  an  army  of 
5  or  6,000  regular  troops  on  board,  to 
plunder  and  lay  waste  their  country,  per- 
ha:pa  for  several  miles  up  from  their  sea 
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coast,  than  we  should  be,  if  they  knew  we 
could  send  nothing  but  a  fleet  agaixist 
them,  which  could  only  bombard  some  few 
of  their  sea  port  towns :  and  while  we  have 
such  an  army  as  we  have  at  present,  tiiey 
cannot  propose^to  do  us  so  much  mischief 
upon  a  rupture  by  landing  small  parties 
here  and  there  in  me  island,  as  they  could 
propose  to  do,  if  we  had  no  regular  troops^ 
or  a  less  number  of  regular  troops,  to  op- 
pose Uie  landing  of  suoi  parties,  or  to  in- 
tercept them  in  their  return  to  their  diips. 

It  is  true.  Sir,  we  cannot  have  a  great 
body  of  regular  troops  in  every  part  of  the 
island  where  an  enemy  might  land ;  but 
the  small  body  of  tjoops  we  have  may  be 
cantoned  so  as  to -have  at  least  a  regiment 
at  or  very  near  every  place  where  an  ene- 
my could  expect  any  plunder  worth  their 
while ;  and  one  regiment,  with  the  assis- 
tance they  would  upon  such  an  occasion 
get  from  the  country  people,  would  be 
sufficient  to  oppose  the  landing  of  a  very 
large  party,  or  at  least  to  stop  their  pro- 
gress ;  for  one  regiment  of  r^ular  troope 
would  add  greatly  to  the  spirit  even  of  our 
militia,  and  would  encourage  them  to  take 
arms  for  the  defence  of  their  property. 
But  supposing  the  anny  we  have  at  present 
not  sufficient  for  guarmng  all  our  maritime 
counties,  it  may  be  an  argument  for  put- 
ting our  mili6a  on  a  better  footing ;  but 
till  that  is  done,  it  is  an  argument  for  in- 
creasing rather  than  for  mminishing  ih% 
number  of  forces  we  have  now  on  footm 
And  while  our  army  consists  of  natural- 
bom  subjects  of  Great  Britam,  no  foreigner 
can,  from  our  keeping  a  few  regular  forces 
in  pay,  suppose  our  government  does  bIoI 
enjoy  the  afiections  and  esteem  of  their  owd 
people :  a  mercenary  army  of  foreigner^ 
kept  up  in  the  kingdom  might  give  occa- 
sion for  such  supposition ;  but  an  army  of 
subjects  will  always  be  liable  to  the  same 
affisctions  with  the  rest  of  the  people,  and 
will  therefore  always  be  a  very  improper 
instrument  for  supporting  a  hateful  go- 
vernment, or  for  keeping  a  disaffected  peo- 
ple in  obedience. 

Every  convenience  in  this  life.  Sir,  must 
be  attended  with  some  inconveniences ;  the 
inconveniences  attending  our  keeping  up  so 
small  a  number  of  regular  forces  are  so  few 
and  so  small  a  consideration,it  maybe  proper- 
ly enough  said  we  have  felt  no  inconvenien- 
cies  from  our  army ;  the  meaning  of  which 
is,  we  have  felt  no  such  inconveniencies  as 
ought  to  be  regarded.  If  we  had  never 
since  the  peace  kept  up  above  one  half  of 
what  we  ao  at  present,  the  saving  that  way 
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«r6dd  Khife  Jjaift  no  cdriddei^ble  "part  df 
}>ixr  d^bt,  and  theVefote  cduld  ndt'hd^e 
ft&ft  iTs  from  tiny  of  our  toCeS;  and  tVe 
Suart^ffeg  tf  ^dldiei^  is  Wfdr  ftbm  beiri^ 
tiidii^ht  an  mcohvenidnce  or  eicpence  to 
toy  county  or  city  »  general,  mat  hi<JSt 
feira'lrf*tbeTdngd6m  are  desirous  of 'haV- 
fcig'solclle^slaihbn^'ihem ;  because  it  coft- 
%tinies  a  pdrt'bf  il^^spareprdvisiotos,  and 
cab  be*no'lyurden  or  inconvenience  tb  iinjr 
bUt  Chose  *whbk^ep  public  bouses,  most  of 
Vhpm  get'more  Ky  what  ihe'sbldiigrs  Bpend 
Ih  their  houses,  Hfeh  the  expeneie  of  their 
ijiiarters  can  arabUht  tow  As  for  the  inAo- 
feiice  br'rude'bphayibUr  of  the  sdldi^fs,  iJf 
'iny  such'fhing'hapr^erfs,  which!  am*  con- 
vinced seldbfe  does,  the  landlord  is  siire  of 
getting  justice  doiiehim  in  themostsumhfiary 
way,  by  a  complaint  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer ;  and  if  he  should  fail  of  it  in  that  way, 
ne  may  get  redrdss  by  complaining  to  a' jus- 
Jice  of  peace ;  or  for  any  assault,  battery, 
or  the  like  misdemeanour,  he  may  have  an 
actibn  or  indictment  at  common  law  against 
a  soldier,  as' Well  as  against  any  other  man 
^n  the  kingdom.  And  as  for  our  liberties, 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  our  soldiers  should 
n6t  be  as  careful  of  them  as  any  other  set 
of  men  in  the  kingdbm ;  'for  "very  few  of  the 
officers,  and  none  of  the  soldiers,  can  pro- 
pose to  better  their  condition,  but  must 
necessarily  make  it  a  great  deal  worse,  by 
subjecting  themselves  and  their  country  to 
'arbitrary  sway. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  present 
situation  of  our  a^rs  both  at  home  and 
nbroad,  and  the  reasons  that  may  from 
thence  be  drawn  for  keeping  the  same 
"^number  of  forces  in  our  pay,  at  least  for 
this  einsuing  year ;  whatever  may  have  been 
the  effect  of  our  late  measures,  it  is  certain, 
that'.if  the  late  pieace  between  the  Emperor 
and  France  be  not  such  a  one  as  it  ought 
to  be,  it  is  so  far  from  being  an  argument 
'for  reducing  our  army,  that  it  is  a  strong 
argument  for  increasing  it ;  for  if  by  ttiat 
peace  the  Emperor  and  France  entered 
into  any  concert  for  prcscribirig  laws  to 
the  rest  of  Europe,  or  for  incroacning  upon 
'any  of  their  neighboufs,  liow  is  the  proper 
'  time  for  breaking  that  concert,  either  by 
force  or  by  treaty,  because  the  Emperor 
is  itot  now  in  a  condition  to  perforiu  his 
part  of  that  concert,  or  at  least  not  in  such 
a  condition  as  he  will  be,  after  he  has 
brought  the  Turks  to  submit  to  what  terms 
he  shall  please  to  impose.  If  immediate 
force  should  be  foiind  necessary,  v/e  must 
.  greatly  increase  our  army ;  and  if  it  should 
'^be  proposed  to  be  done  hy  treaty,  by  re- 


ducing  any  |)art'of  bilr  fdn^,i^  ^hdlflbb 
rogiltefrom  'the  Veifeht  We  thkylurv^la 


any  tfeaty  'to  be  set  on 'foot  for  fluit^ptfr* 
po^e.  But'if th^ite'isteaBjrilo  tuch  dVn'- 
eert  b^tWeenthte^Etaperbr  land  Prtmiee,  i^ 
*I  believe  thdre  is*  not,  heve  we  not  sotiie 
reason  to  apipreh^hd  that  Trance  and  h^ 
allies  will  k^'hold  of  the 'present  opportu- 
nity 'for  gaiiiing  *som^  neW  advantage,  or 
for  making  some  new  conouest,  from  tfafe 
Emperor,  or  from  some  of  hs  allies  >  AjA 
while  we  iae  under  such  reasonable  lappre** 
hensions,  can  it 'be  said  the  present  is!i 
proper  time  for  us  to  reduce  ourtlnbj? 

we  are  not,  it  is  true.  Sir,  to  keep  s 
tend  army  for  the  defenfce  6f  bur  i£i^ 
nOr  do  any  6f  them  desire  We  ^odd :  they 
are  all  of  them  at  vast  expence  in  keeiMDg 
up  numerous  land  armies,  and  fortifying 
and  keeping  in  repair  their  frontier  town^ 
in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  defence; 
but  we  stand  engaged  by  treaty  to  funush 
some  of  them  with  a  boay  of  regidar  troopii 
as  soon  as' they  shall  be  attacked,  and  this 
engagement  we  could  not  perform,  iSi^ 
should  reduce  our  army  to  a  less  numb^ 
than  it  consists  of  at  present.  I  shaU  Ifte- 
wise  admit  that  we  might  in  'a  year  6r  twt> 
appear  with  great  armies  in  the  neld,thoiish 
we  had  not  near  so  many  regular  troops  m 
our  pay  as  we  have  at  present ;  but  in  thit 
time  some  of  our  allies  might  be  reduced 
to  the  last  extremity,  and  perhaps  oblig^ 
to  submit  to  a  peace  on  any  terms.  Ws 
all  know  how  easily  and  how  soon  Firand^ 
reduced  the  whole  kingdom  of  Spain  itfUr 
the  death  of  their  last  ung ;  Whidi  conM 
not  have  been  done,  if  we  had  been  rMiy 
to  have  sent  a  great  number  of  regtiir 
troops  to  the  assbtance  of  the  party  we  had 
then  in  that  kingdom :  by  thismcftns'tlie 
following  war  became  much  more  heavy 
and  expensive  than  it  would  6thetwi%  ha^ 
been ;  so  that  we  paid  severdy  for'  Ae  Kt- 
tle  frugality  we  made  use  of  in  reducing 
our  troops  after  the  treaty  of  RysWick; 
and  if  ever  such  a  war  br^ks  ont  ikgain, 
the  consequence  will  be  the  same,  if  wfe 
should  render  ouf^ves  unable  to  assistt>ttr 
friends  with  a  larg6  body  of  troops,  at  Ite 
very  beginning  of  the  War. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  must  appear  tbit 
from  the  present  situation  of  our  affiurs 
abroad,  no  reason  can  be  drawn  for  an  im* 
mediate  reduction ;  and  from  die  present 
situation  of  our  afbirs  at  home,  there  is  I 
am  sure  as  little  reason  fbr  a  reduction; 
for  let  the  national  discontents  at  present 
proceed  from  what  they  will,  when  tbcAe 
discontents  are  come  So  great  a  leogthlB 
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Numhcrojf;ike  Land  Forces.  A-  P^  \T^*  \iV^ 

succor  13;  chiefly  to  be  a$pi;ibed  to  th^  laif , 
lately  passed  a^inst  the  retail  of  spirlr. 


^  breakout  in,mobs  and  tumult^ jp  seve- 
nl  places  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  no|>  surely 
u  proper  time  to  make  a  great  reduction  of 
our  army.  I  am  as  sorry  as,  any  gentle- 
i;oan  can  be,  to  find  so  many  of  our  people 
luieasy  and  discontented;  and  I  must  be 
the  more  sorry,  because  I  am  certain  they 
mever  ha,d  less  occasion.  It  is  not  the  debt 
-we  owe,  it  is  not  the  taxes  we  pay,  nor  the 
continuance  of  thpse  taxes,  that  are  the 
true  causes  of  our  present  discontent^ 
The  debt  we  owe  was  contracted  for  pre- 
serving our  religion,  our  liberties,  our  pro- 
fierties,  and  every  thing  that  can  be  dear 
o  a  people.  Our  taxes  must  be  continued 
ti)l  that  debt  is  paid,  and  our  inunediatc 
preservation  must  in  the  mean  time  be 
(akea  care  of.  For  this  purpose  no  ex- 
pences  have,  been  incurred,  but  what  the 
wisdom  of  the  nation  hath  thought  abso- 
^a^y  necessary,  nor  any  taxes  imposed  or 
conti^u^d  but  such  as, are  the  least  burden- 
fiome  to  the  people.  We  must  therefor^ 
look  somewhere  else  for  the  cause  of  our 
present  uneasiness,  and  it  is  well  known 
'where  we  oi^ht  to  look  for  it.    There  is  a 

ry  aonongst  us  who  have  been  la(>Quring 
many  years  to  overturn  our  pceaent 
liappy  establishment;  they  can  approve  of 
no  debt  that  has  been  contractea,  nor  of 
«ny  taxes  that  have  been  or  shall  be  im- 
posed for  the  support  of  that  establishment 
^ey  ai'e  labourmg  to  destroy:  By  means 
of  thp  scribblers  and  other  tools  they  im- 
ploy,  they  have  persuaded  multitudes  of 
people,  that  our  oebt  was  unnecessarily  in- 
curred, and  that  a  gveat  part  of  it  might 
have  been  paid  olF,  and  the  taxes  conse- 
quently abolished,  if  we  had  not  every 
year,  for  many  years  past,  run  ourselves 
to  ^  vast  public  expence,  for  which  there 
was  not  the  least  occasion;  like  petty- 
fogging  Uwyers,  who  always  find  fault  with 
9X1  honest  attovn^y's  bill,  in  order  to  per- 
suade  the  client  to  leave  him  and  employ 
them;  and  as  few  men  are  themselves 
good  judges  of  the  case,  such  petty- 
zoggers  too  often  succeed;  but  when  they 
do,  the  client  always  finds  his  lawyer's 
bills  more  extravagant,  and  his  affairs  at 
last  entirely  ruined.  The  base  would  be 
the  same  with  this  nation,  if  ever  that 
party  should  prevail.  I  hope  they  never 
will.  However  it  must  be  confessed,  it  is 
well  known,  that  by  means  of  the  daily, 
^veekly,  monthly,  and  occasional  libels  they 
publish,  and  by  means  of  the  many  orators 
they  have  in  every  place  of  publip  resort, 
they  have  poisonea  the  minos  of  many  of 


tuous  liquors;  for  though  every  man  oi^ 
virtue  or  sense  in  the  kingdom  must  ap;- 
prove  of  that  law,  yet  it  is  certainly  dis- 
^eeable  to  the  lower  class  of  people,  of 
^Tiich  our  mobs  are  gen«rally  composed. 
This  law  I  say.  Sir,  mis  most  necessarjr 
law  has  added  greatly  to  the  success  of  th^ 
(jQ^aflected  party  amongst  us :  Nay  it  has^ 
ma<le  them  so  daring  as  to  direct;  their 
libels  against  the  parliament  itself:  Thev 
hs^ve  orl^te  even  attempted  to  dinynisfi^ 
that  veneration  which  our  peopjp  have  al* 
ways  most  justly  had  for  parliaments;  but 
this  I  am  no  way  surprised  at;  for  that  pa^rtj; 
have  never  shewed  any  gre^t  liking  to, 
parliaments;  and  if  v[e  should  di^i^n£ 
any  great  part  of  our  army,  they  wo\up( 
probably  shew  their  dislike  iii  a  manner 
more  effectual^  or  at  least  more  d^ngorouSj. 
than  that  of  writing  or  talking. 

There  may  perhaps,  Sir,  be  some  sd- 
diers  in  our  army  who  would  be  glad  to  b,9 
discharged,  but  I  am  sure  there  are  i^ot 
many,  unless  it  should  be  with  a  view  of 
gettmg  new  levy-moiiey  in  a  little  timQ 
after ;  and  if  they  should  be  disappointe(i 
in  that  view,  they  would  list  with  the  dis- 
contented for  nothing.  But,  Sir,  if  wi; 
should  in  a  time  of  general  discontent,  and 
v/hen  insurrections  are  justly  to  be  appre- 
hended, oflfer  to  disband  aaiy  of  our  soldiers, 
there  are  many  who  would  desire  to  be  dis- 
charged, not  with  a  view  to  return  to  la- 
bour and  industry,  but  with  a  view  to  join 
whoever  should  appear  in  arms  against  tho 
government;  for  among  rebels,  a  dis- 
ciplined soldier  may  expect  to  be  made  ^ 
Serjeant  or  corporal  at  least ;  and  every 
Serjeant  would  expect  to  be  made  an  ofa^ 
cer.  Chelsea  Hospital  could  receive  bu^ 
very  few,  cf  the  disbanded;  it  could  not  re- 
ceive one  half  those  who  woul4  expect  to 
be  put  upon  that  establishment ;  and  tho^ . 
\yho  found  themselves  disappointed,  woul4 
certainly  imitate  their  betters,  they  would 
join  with  the  disafFected ;  so  that  m  every 
light  we  ci^n  consider  it,  a  present  reduc- 
tion would  be  a  diminisliing  the  power  of 
the  goverament  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  kmgdom,  and  an  increasing  the  power 
of  the  disaft'ected  to  disturb  the  quiet  of 
the  people;  and  that  at  a  time  wnen  the 
power  of  ^e  latter  has  been,  by  a  most 
necessary  law,  greatly  increased.  In  a 
little  time,  perhaps  iu  a  few  months,  these 
discontents  may  subside ;  .the  lower  class 
of  our  people  will  find  thejr  can  live  with- 


in Kw^i'^  6ubjeQ)t9|  ijfi  wl^c^  tl\^  jate    QVit  t^e  Mse  qf  spirituous  liquorsi  and  that 
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they  ll^e  more  heahlifully  than  with  them; 
they  will  then  join  with  the  rest  of  the 
kingdom  in  their  approbation  of  that  law, 
and  then  a  reduction  will  not  be  so  dan- 
gerous as  it  is  at  present. 

Sir,  1  have  already  shewn  why  any  army 
under  a  lawful  ana  regulai^  government, 
can  never  be  supposed  to  behave  in  the 
same  manner  the  army  did  under  Oliver 
Cromwell ;  and  if  any  attempts  should  be 
made  to  undermine  our  constitution  by 
means  of  those  maxims  we  have* been 
frightened  with,  the  parliament  would  in- 
ter^se,  the  army  itself  would  mutiny 
against  such  maxims  ;  but  I  cannot  see 
why  we  have  at  present  any  reason  for 
being  afraid  of  such  maxims ;  for  I  am 
sure  no  man  will  pretend  his  Majesty  would, 
or  could  be  prevailed  on  to  cashier  any  offi- 
cer for  votmg  or  behaving  according  to 
honour  and  conscience.  The  behaviour 
of  an  officer  may  be  influenced  by  malice, 
revenge,  and  faction,  under  the  pretence 
of  honour  and  conscience ;  and  if  ever  any 
officer  of  the  army,  because  his  Majesty 
refused  to  comply  with  some  very  unrea- 
sonable demand,  should  resolve  to  oppose 
in  every  thing  the  measures  pursued  by 
his  Majesty  and  his  ministers,  I  should 
think  any  man  a  most  pitiful  minister,  if  he 
should  be  afraid  of  advising  his  Majesty  to 
cashier  such  an  officer.  On  the  contraiy 
I  shall  leave  it  as  a  legacy  to  all  ^ture  mi- 
nisters, that  upon  every  such  occasion  it  is 
their  duty  to  advise  their  master,  that  such 

'  a  man  is  unfit  for  having  any  command  in 
his  armies.  Our  King  has  by  his  preroga- 
tive a  power  of  placing,  preferring,  and  re- 
moving any  officer  he  pleases,  either  in  our 

,  army  or  our  militia  :  it  is  by  that  preroga- 
tive chiefly,  he  is  enabled  to  execute  our 
laws  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
if  a  wrong  use  should  be  made  of  that  pre- 
rogative, his  ministers  are  accountable  for 
it  to  parliament ;  but  it  cannot  be  taken 
from  nim  or  diminished  without  overturn- 
ing our  constitution ;  for  our  present  happy 
constitution  may  be  overturned  by  repub- 
lican as  well  as  by  arl^itrary  schemes. 
Therefore  it  must  be  left  to  his  Miijesty  to 
judge  by  what  motives  an  officer  acts,  and 
if  he  thinks  an  officer  acts  from  bad  mo- 
tives, in  duty  to  his  people,  in  duty  to  him- 
self, he  ought  to  remove  him. 

The  only  question,  Sir,  now  before  us  is. 
Whether  we  ought  to  keep  up  the  present 
number  of  forces  for  this  ensuing  year  ? 
Next  year  the  same  question  nmst  again 
come  before  us,  and  then  every  gentleman 
ttiay  again  vote  as  he  pleases.    There  may 
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be  reasons  peculiar  to  the  present  time,  I 
think  1  have  shewn  some  very  sufficient  and 
peculiar  reasons  for  keeping  up  the  same 
number  for  this  ensuing  year,  in  so  doing 
I  am  sure  1  have  done  my  duty ;  and  if  the 
nation  should  be  insulted  and  invaded  by 
foreigners ;  if  a  civil  war  should  break  out, 
and  spread  desolation  and  murder  over  the 
whole  island  if  the  Jacobites  should  pre- 
vail, and  our  religion,  our  liberties,  and 
our  properties  should  be  thereby  rendered 
precarious  ;  I  shall  have  some  consolation 
in  this  reflection,  that  I  endeavoured  as 
much  as  I  could  to  prevent  our  exposing 
ourselves  to  such  miseries. 

The  question  beuig  at  last  put  upon  the 
motion  for  keeping  up  the  same  number  of 
troops,  it  was  upon  a  division  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  t246  to  178. 

Debate  in  both  Houses  on  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  Allowancb.^3 
February  22.  This  day  Mr.  Pulteney  made 
a  Motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  an 
Address  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 

*  *^  This  year  was  marked  by  two  domeslie 
events,  which  proved  highly  pr^ndidal  to  (be 
influeDce  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  gready 
coDtribated  to  hasten  the  cloae  of  bis  admiois- 
tration ;  the  public  uppositioD  of  the  Prinoe  gf 
Wales,  and  the  deatn  of  ^aeen  Caroline. 

<<  Frederick  Louis,  prince  of  Wales,  waa 
bom  in  1707,  and  continued  at  Hanover  unta 
he  had  attained  the  21st  year  of  his  age. 
George  the  second  bad  foond,  from  his  ovni 
experience,  the  embarrassmeDts  to  which  go- 
vernmeut  might  be  exposed  from  the  oppOi- 
sitioo  of  the  heir  apparent,  and  dreaded  the  ar- 
rival of  a  800  who  mig^t  irritate  the  state  of 
parties,  and  increase  the  ferment  artsiog  in  the 
Kingdom  against  the  measures  of  the  cabinet 
lie  from  time  to  time  deferred  bis  removal  from 
Hanover,  and  did  not  send  for  him  to  England, 
until  a  concurrence  of  circomstances  rendered 
it  impolitic  to  permit  his  leogcr  residenoe  on 
the  continent. 

<*  Clamours  were  justly  raised  in  England 
that  the  heir  apparent  had  received  a  foreign 
education,  and  was  detained  abroad,  as  if  to 
keep  alive  an  attachment  to  Hanover,  in  pre- 
ference to  Great  Britain.  The  ministers  at 
length  ventured  to  remonstrate  with  the  king 
on  the  subject,  and  the  privy  council  formerly 
represented  the  propriety  of  his  resideoce  ia 
Enghnd.  The  king,  however,  still  hesitated, 
when  an  event  occurred,  which  deckled  his 
choice,  and  induced  bim  to  accelerate  the 
prince's  departure  from  Germany. 

''  A  long  negotiation  bad  taken  phiee  be- 
tween the  bouses  of  Brunswick  and  Bfanden- 
burgh,  for  a  double  marriage  between  the 
prince  of  Wales  and  the  pnncess  royal  of 
"vniaua,  and  the  prince  royal  of.PkroMia  and 
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that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciodsljr 
pleased  to  settle  100,000/.  a  year  upon  his 
royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales:  and 
on  tlie  following  day  the  same  motion  was 
made  m  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  lord 
Carteret,    As  the  Arguments  made  use  of 

the  princess  Amelia.      This  negotiation  had 
commenced  in  the  rh'ign  of  George  the  first, 
and  was  eagerly  promoted   by  his  daughter 
Sophia  Dorothy,  who  had  espoused  Frederick 
William,  king  of  Prussia.    Both  parties  seemed 
to  have  desired  this  union  with  equal  anxiety ; 
but  the  capricioas  and  brutal  temper  of  Fre- 
derick William,  and  his  sudden  secession  from 
tbe  treaty  of  Hanover,  bad  so  highly  offended 
George  tbe  first,  that  he  ceased  to  favour  the 
pn>p<Med  intermarriages.     Still  farther  obsta- 
cles were  thrown  in  their  way  at  the  accession 
of  George  the  second.    The  two  kings,  from 
tbeir  early  years,  had  formed  a  violent  antipa- 
thy to  each  other.    The  system  of  politics 
adopted  by  England  increased  this  misunder- 
standing.    Fr^enck  William  had  been  lured 
by  the  emperor  to  join  the  allies  of  Vienna,  in 
opposition  to  those  of  Hanover,  and  his  re- 
cruiting officers  frequently  made  illegal  inrol- 
meots  on  the  Hanoverian  territories. 
.    •«  In  vain  the  queen  of  Prussia  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  her  hosbaud  and  brother,  and  to 
promote  the  conclusion  of  the  family  union, 
which  she  so  earn«>stly  desired.    The  antipathy 
of  the  two  nnonarchs  increased  instead  of  abating, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia  was  endeavouring  to 
arrange  another  alliance  for  his  son  and  daugh- 
ter, which  both  they  and  his  queen  highly  de- 
precated. 

"  During  the  progress  of  this  afikir,  the 
prince  had  formea  an  attachment  to  tbe  prin- 
cess of  Prussia,  and  by  the  secret  information 
of  his  aunt,  the  queen  of  Prussia,  was  apprized 
fhat  her  daughter  felt  an  equal  affection  for 
hirol  The  prince  was  now  82;  his  passion 
was  inflamed  by  opposition,  and  being  filled  with 
ipprehensioDS  of  losing  the  object  of  his  affeo- 
tioD,  be  adopted  an  expedient  which  proved  the 
irdotir  of  his  attachment.  He  sent  La  Alothe, 
t  Hanoverian  officer,  to  Berlin,  who  obtained 
I  private  audience  of  the  queen,  In  which  he 
oid  her  tliat  he  was  commahded  by  the  prince 
o  declare  his  resolution  of  repairing  incognito 
0  Berlin,  and  secretly  espousing  her  daughter, 
r their  Prussian  majesties  would  sanction  this 
tep  with  their  approbation.  At  the  same  time 
e  entreated  the  queen  that  it  should  be  com- 
iiifiieated  to  no  one  but  the  king.  The  queen 
eceived  the  message  with  a  transport  of  jo v, 
[>proved  the  design,  and  promised  to  keep  the 
fcret  inviolable.  Tbe  next  morning,  however, 
le  disclosed  it  to  Dubourgeay,  the  English 
t^oy,  observing,  that  she  believed  him  to  be 
»  much  her  friend  as  to  partake  of  her  satis- 
cUoo.  Dobourgeay  expressed  his  concern 
at  so  important  a  secret  should  be  confided  to 
m,  and  declared  it  his  duty  to  send  immedi-  I 
f  ii»fi>niiation  to  tbe  king  of  Biigl«ad«.   Tbe 


in  both  Houses  were  necessarily  pretty 
much  the  same,  we  shall  give  an  abstract 
of  the  Debate  m  botli  Houses  by  way  of 
Argument,  Answer,  and  Reply.  Tho 
Ar^ment  for  the  Motion  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

queen,  conscious  of  tbe  error  which  she  had 
unwarily  committed,  conjured  him  not  to  be- 
tray her  confidence,  but  be  persisted  in  his  re- 
solution; and  a  messenger  was  immediately 
dispatched.  The  queen  was  greatly  embar- 
rassed at  this  unexpected  incident,  but  trusted 
that  the  affair  might  be  conduded  befbre  ^e 
return  of  the  messenger  from  England,  and  so 
sanguine  were  their  Eopes  of  success,  that  the 
kinff  of  Prussia  came  from  his  hunting'  seat  to 
Berlin,  expecting  the  daily  arrival  of  the  in- 
tended bridegroom. 

"  But  while  they  were  indulging  these 
hopes,  information  was  received  that  the 
Pnnce  had  been  sent  for  to  England.  Geor&pe 
2,  on  the  intelligence  from  Dubourgeay,  dis- 
patched colonel  Launay  to  Hanover  ^r  that 
purpose.  The  prince  received  these  com- 
mands with  respect,  and  instantly  ol)eyed  them. 
At  the  conclusion  of  a  bail  he  set  out  froia 
Hanover,  accompanied  only  by  Launay  and  a 
single  domestic,  traversed  Germany  and  Hol- 
land as  a  private  gentleman,  embarked  at  Hel- 
vetsluis,  and  arrived  at  St.  James's,  where  he 
was  coldly  received  by  his  father. 

"  For  some  time  after  his  arrival  in  Eoglftid, 
the  novelty  of  his  situation,  his  little  acqu^int- 
ance  with  the  language,  his  total  ignorance  of 
the  constitution  and  iiisnuers  of  tnecr<mtry, 
and  the  dread  which  he  seems  to  have  enter* 
tained  of  his  father's  indignation,  kept  him  i» 
due  submission,  and  prevented  him  from  openly 
testifying  his  dissatisfaction.  Bat  as  he  in- 
creased in  years,  and  liecame  conscious  of  his 
dignified  station,  the  estrar^]^ent  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  the  restraint  in  wbiob  he  was  kept^ 
naturally  disgusted  a  young  prince  of  high 
spirit,  and  increasing  |)opularity,  and  the  re- 
sentment which  he  had  conceived  against  his 
parents,  excited  an  antipathy  to  the  minister, 
in  whom  they  had  placed  implicit  confidence. 
As  he  had  a  taste  for  the  arls,  and  a  fondness 
for  literary  pursuits,  he  sought  the  society  of 
persons  who  were  most  conspicuous  for  their 
talents  and  knowledge.  He  was  thrown  into 
the  company  of  Carteret,  Chesterfield,  Pul- 
teney,  Cobham,  and  sir  William  Wyndham, 
who  were  considered  as  the  leading  charactert 
for  wit,  talents,  and  urbanity. 

**  His  bouse  became  the  rendevouz  of  young 
men  of  the  highest  expectations,  Pitt,  Lyt'tle- 
ton,  and  the  Grenvilles,  whom  he  afterwards 
took  into  his  household,  and  made  his  associates. 
The  usual  topic  of  conversation  in  select  society 
was  abuse  of  the  minister,  and  condemnation 
of  bis  measures,  urged  with  all  the  keenness  of 
wit,  and  powers  ot  eloquence.  The  prince 
fband  the  men  whose  reputation  was  most  emi- 
nent in  literature,  particularly  Swift,  Pope,  and 
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Sir ;  I  have  a  mdtter  of  the  higfiest  itnr 
pprtance  to  lay  before  you,  a  matter  which 
chiefly  coacerinB  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  illustrious  persons  in  the  kingdom ; 
but  a»  the  well-being  of  the  Dation  depends 
upon  hid  weli&re  and  happinesis  dierefore 

TbomioD,  adverse  to  Walpole,  who  was  theob-i> 
ject  of  their  private  and  public  satire. 

''  But  the  person  who  principally  oontnhntdd 
to  increase  bi<i  resentment  against  the  king, 
and  to  foment  his  aversion  to  the  minister,  was 
Bolingbroke,  who  was  characterised  by  the 
first  ptetapf  the  age,  as  the  '*  aU-acooropushed 
Sll.  Jobnt  the  muAe's  friend. '*  The  prince 
was  fascinated  with  his  conversation  and  o^an- 
ners.  His  confident  assertions,  and  popular 
deelamations,  bis  affected  zeal  to  reconcile  all 
ranks  and  descriptions,  the  energy  with  whieh 
ba  decried  tlie  baneful  spirit  of  party,  and  his 
IkbMisible  theories  of  a  perleat  g[overnment, 
without  influence  or  oorr^uptaon,  acting  by  pre- 
rogative,^ were  calculated  to  dazzle  and  cap- 
tijwte  a  youn^  prince  of  high  spirit  and  san- 
guine disposition,  and  induce  him  to  believe 
toat  the  minister  was  forming  a  systematic 
pJAn  to  overthrow  the  constitution,  and  that  the 
cause  of  oppoflitioa  was  that  of  honour  and  li- 
berty. 

*<  So  early  as  1734,  the  misunderstanding 
between  the  father  and  son  had  increased  to  a 
very  alarming  degree,  and  the  prince,  encou- 
raged hy  opposition,  took  a  very  injndicious 
step,,  which  wcs  calculated  to  provoke  the  king, 
and  occasion  an  immeiiiate  and  open  rupture. 
He  re|.\ired  to  the  anti-chamber,  and  witliout 
any  previous  arrangement,  requested  animme- 
diate  audience*  The  king  delayed  admitUog 
him  till  he  bad  sent  far  sir  Bobert  Walpole,  ou 
whose  arrival,  he  expressed  his  indignation 
against  his  son^  and  would  have  proceeded  to 
instant  extremities,  bad  not  the  minister  eon- 
trived  to  calm  his  resentment  He  strongly 
iaculcated  moderation,  and  persuaded  the  king 
to  hear  with  complacency  what  the  prince 
wished  to  commuaicat^. 

<^  On  betng  admitted,  Uie  prince  made  ^iree 
requests,  in  a  toue  anO  manner  which  indicated 
a  spirit  of  persevemnce.  The  first  was,  to 
serve  a  campaign  on  the  Rhine  in  thelni- 
perial  army  ;  the  second  related  to  the  aug* 
mentiUioQ  of  his  revenue,  at  thesam.e  iixtm  in- 
siauating,  that  he  was  in  debt ;  the  third  ww, 
his  settlement  by  a  suitable  marriage.  To  the 
firstaad  third  points,  the  king  made  no  answer ;. 
in  regard  to  the  secood^  he  sbewed  an  indinar 
tieu  to  comply,  if  the  prince  weold  behave  with 
due'respect  to  the  queen. 

*«  The  king  had  suppressed  his  atiger  on 
these  demands  of  his  son ;  but  his  resenuneut 
broke  out  with  redoubled  violence,  when  ni^ 
meurs  were  circulated,  that  the  priuee  would 
apply  to  paHiament  for  an  augmentation  of  his 
revenue.  The  queen  exerted  all  her  e0brts  to 
soften  the  king's  iodignatioa,  and  the  minislet 
used  evei'j  argomeoL  whiah  pafe>  tHyggiiad 


I  must  justly  say,  the  whole  nation  is  dean 
13^  concerned  in  the  affiur  I  am  now  to  take, 
the  liberty  of  lajdng  before  you  ;  and  as« 
the  parliament  is  his  Majesty's  first  and 
chief  council,  there  can  be  no  qjuestion  of 
ar  nature  too  high  for  our  consideration  ; 


to  incline  him  to  moderation,  and  to  induce  him- 
not  to  drive  the  prince  Wholly  into  the  arms  of 
onpositioo.  These  exertions  had  a  temporary 
6^ct.  The  rupture  was  suspended,  and  the 
hopes  of  opposition  were  disappointed. 

*'  The  passion  which  the  prince  bad  en- 
tertained for  the  princess  Frederica,  bdng 
thwarted  by  his  parents,  preyed  upon  his  mtud 
and  increased  bis  disgust,  and  when  the  pro- 
posal of  another  union  was  imparted  to  lum,  ba 
remonstra,ted  with  great  marks  of  efienii^d 
sensibility,  and  expressed  his  repug^nance  to 
espouse  a  princess  whom  he  had  not  seeo,  in- 
stead of  one  whom  be  had  seen  amd  approved. 
When  the  arrangement  was  made  for  bis  mar- 
riage with  Augusta,  princess  of  Saxe  Gotha^ 
the  prince  of  Wales  sent  for  baron  Borck,  tha 
Prussian  minister,  and  complained  with  mudi 
indignation,  that  the  king  bis  father  €»m- 
pelled  him  to  renounce  all  hopes  of  espousing 
a  Prussian  princess.  He  requested  him  to  lay 
bis  grief  before  the  king  his  master,  and  to 
assure  him  that  he  was  &termined  to  bfive  re-t 
sisted  all  compulsion,  and  was  only  induced 
to  agree  to  the  alliance  with  tbe  pcti^cess  of 
Saxe  Gotha,  on  being  informed  by  his  mother^ 
that  the  kin?  of  Prussia  had  refused  to  giv« 
him  his  daughter  in  marriage.  He  expre^eaA 
his  heartfelt  regret  that  be  was  not  permitted  t>k 
have  tbe  honour  of  forming  an  unioa  with  ^ 
family  which  be  loved  more  than  bis  o%a, 
and  to  which,  firopfi  his  earliest  infency,  all  his 
desires  had  been  directed  i  he  boped,^  nerer-v 
less,  that  tbe  kintf  would  not  vrithdraw  bi^ 
favour  and  fnendship.  He  totiiicd  bis  con-, 
cem,  that  he  was  to  be  conoecLed  with  a  hoosd 
from  which  he  could  not  expect  that  support 
which  he  should  have  found  in  the  king  of 
Prussia^  and  lamented  his  bard  fate  in  being 
condemned  to  remam  under  tbe  severe  coa- 
troul  of  the  queen  his  mother.  Heconcludi^ 
b^  obseifiung,  that  he  mu^t  submit  to  bis  des- 
tiny, that  he  could  not  see,  without  grief,  the 
king  of  England  ditidaiaing  the  frienthiliip  vf  4 
great  monarch,  without  which  the  ruin  uf  hja 
house  must  in^libly  ensue.  The  letter,  isi 
which  Borck  gave  an  account  of  this  indiscrast 
conference  to  his  master,  fell  into  tbe  bauds  ojf 
the  king,  and  greatly  kritated  his  iadanusuu 
ble  temper. 

'<  Ob  the  27th  of  April  17$€,  the  jpriace  oC 
Wales  espoused  the  prmccsa  of  Saxe  Gotha,  in 
whose  beauty,  accompHsdmients,  and  virtues^ 
he  forget  his  former  passion.  But  the  nuurriam 
did  not  reQM>vethe  unfortunate  misjinderstaiidn 
ieg  between  the  father  and  son,  it  rather  had 
a  coaMrary  teadency.  Tbfi  increased  expeacaf 
of  th«prmce'sbpu9ehq)d,  without  an  adeguatf 
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the  honoar  to  be  a  member  bf  either  Hdti&e 
of  Parlhirtierit,  lias  not  orily^  wght,  but  is 
iH  duty  bound  to  lay  before  the  Bouse 
whatever  he  thiitks  may  ^fect  die  happb- 
^^*ftsor  the  honour  of  his  cduntry.    Tne 


irtore  irksome.  His  revenue,  atthough  en- 
large from  36,000/-  to  50,000/.  trith  the^rao- 
lofments  of  the  duchy  of  Cordti^I,  iiid  not 
amount  to  60,000/.  a' sum  the  prince  and  his 
ftfMils  deemed  insufficient  to  support  the  dicr- 
nitv  of  his  station.  It  becamematter  of  pobfic 
ternnadrersion,  that  out  of  a  ciril  hst  of 
W0,000/.  he  received  only  50,000/.  a  ^ar, 
fUtfaongh  the  king,  when  prince  of  Wales,  re- 
Cteired  100,000/.  out  of  a  cml  Kst  Of  only 
f  00,000/.  Bat  while  this  tras  indnstHousIy 
circulated,  it  was  not  considered,  that  Geoi-ge 
the  Second,  when  prince  of  Wales,  had  a'lai^e 
family,  and  that  he  bad  several  younger  chil- 
dren, for  whom  he  was  to  mal^  a  provision 
lodt  of  the  civil  hst,  which  was  not  the  case  of 
•Geoi^  the  First. 

**  The  marriage  of  the  heir  ajipirrcnt  greatly 
incre^edhis  popularity.  The  affabrllty  of  bis 
manners,  the  courtesy  of  his  deportment,  were 
contrasted  with  the  phlegmatic  reserve  of 
George  the  Second.  His  protection  x>f  letters, 
bis  fondness  for  the  polite  arts,  and  his  rising 
ttierits,  became  the  favourite  theme  of  popitlar 
applause,  and  of  parliamentary  declamation 
•mong  the  members  of  opposition. 

(See  also  p.  im  of  this  vol) 

**  At  length  the  misunderstaiMing  arose  to 
«owre4ta  height,  that  the  prince  threw  him- 
self into  the  arms  of  opposition.  Bolingbroke, 
who  had  long  advised  the  most  violent  pro- 
ceedings, now  laid  down  a  systematic  plan  of 
proceeding  to  be  followed  by  the  prince,  the 
first  step  of  which  was  an  emancipation  firom 
'all  dependenc^e  on  the  crown,  by  the  acquisi- 
"tion  of  a  permanent  allowance  of  100,000/.  per 
annum,  which  the  king  shOidd  be  compelled  to 
grant,  at  tH^  remonstrance,  and  under  the 
guaranty  of  parliament. 

^''From  the  time  that  this  scheme  was  first 
BtCggekted  by  Bolingbroke,  and  which  had 
been  unadvisedly  insinuated  to  the  king,  in 
*1734,  belbre  It  was  maturely  weighed,  the 
*)muce  seems  to  have  perisisted  in  his  resolation 
"Of  appealing  to  parliament. '^on  allerhis  mar- 
riage, he  mentioned  his  intention  to  the  queen. 
The  queen,  perceiving  that  any  advice  would 
be  ineffectual,  affect^  to  consider  it  as  an  idle 
^nd  chimerical  scheme ;  she  treated  it  as  a 
jest;  and  declared  that  there  was  not  the  least 
prospect  of  success.  But  her  rempj^strance 
had  no  effect.  Urged  on  by  Bofingbroke, 
'whose  last  advice,  before  his  retreat  into 
'^France,  was  to  pursue  unremittingly  this  one 
Yavourite  object,  the  prince  at  length  dcter- 
mitied  to  lay  his  case  before  parliament.  He 
accordingly  applied  to' the  most  re^jiectable 


jtfftdr  I  umiiow  going  to  propdBe  ftjr  your 
eousidemtion  is,  indeed,  an  icfiair  of  «o  high 
anature,  that  I  shotild  not  of  my  own  head 
hare  taken  upon  me  to  baYB-meiitioned  it 
to  3rou ;  but  I'  have  eonamunieated  my 
sentttnentB  toseveral'penona  of  ihegrecttest 

mevnbetB  bf  opposltioti,  without «ny  previoai 
intknatkm,  not  with  a  view  of  disking  advice^ 
"but  of  demanding  ^support.  Pulteney,  though 
itfurpHs^  at  the  tmexpected  request,  declai^ 
%*heatty  indination  on  his  own  part  to  promote 
the  measure,  but  added,  that  he  must  consult 
his  friends.  Fhiding,  however,  the  pnaee  de- 
termined to  per^vere,  he  engaged  for  the  mi- 
animods  consent  ^f  his  particular  friends,  and 
ofTeredtom^e  the  motion  hhnself;  ^rJofan 
Barnard  promised  his  support/and  sir  William 
'Wyndtiam  answered  for  the  Tories ;  observ- 
ing, that  they  had'  long  desired  an  opportunity 
of  shewing  their  regard  and  attachment  to  the 
prince,  fie  also  declared  that  all  his  party 
Were  amnotrs  tfi  prove  by  their  zeal,  the  falsity 
of  the  reproaches  cast  against  them,  that  they 
were  Jacobites,  and  to  shew  that  they  were 
misrepresented  under  that  name. 

«'  Dodington,  afterwards  'lord  Mekonnbe, 
was  the  first  person  connected  *  with  govern- 
ment, to  whom  the  prince  ioiparted  his  design, 
and  to  him  it  wasdeclare<J  only  on  the  7  tfa  of 
February.  Dodington  gave  a  striking  prodf 
of  fiimness  and  integrity,  by  deciming  to  sup- 
port a  scheme  pregnant  with  so  many  evils,  and 
made  strong  and  sensible  remonstrance  to  in- 
duce the  prince  not  to  press  any  farther  a 
measure  wbich  must  render  all  who  voted  des- 
perate either  witli  the  possessor  of,  or  suc- 
•cessor  tothccroHn  ;  but  all  his  effbrts  were 
ineffeetnal. 

"  No  information  was  conveyed  to  the  kin^, 
and  the  minister  did  not  receive  the  least  inti- 
mation of  the 'business,  or  even  suspect  it, 
until  the  13th  of  Febn.ary.  He  was  never 
befbre  engaged  in  any  transaction  which  gave 
him  more  concern  or  greater  embarrassment. 
He  H'as  aware  that  50,000/.  a  year  >vas  inad- 
equate to  the  dignifM  station  of  the  he^r  ap- 
parent, and  yet  convinced  that  the  king,  in- 
censed as  he  was  against  his«on,  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  increase  that  allowance.  He  was 
not  however  intimidated  by  a  dread  of  offend- 
ing the  heir  apparent,  nvhn  might  one  day  be- 
come his  master,  and  did  not  shrink  from  his 
duty  to  his  sovereign  and  to  his  eonntry  ;  but 
resolved  to  support  the  king  in  his  just  prero- 
^tive,  and  to  oppose  a  measure  which  he  con- 
sidered as  no  less  unconstitutional  than  dis- 
respecti'ul.  He  lamented,  however,  that  the 
kixig  had  imprudently  delayed  to  make  ttil 
prince  a  permanent  alk>wance  of  50,000/.  a 
year,  in  the  same  manner  as  George  the  Firtt 
had  granted  his  allowance  when  prince  of 
Wales,  and  that  he  had  not  setded  a  jointure 
on  the  princess.  Walpole  was  not  ignorant 
that  the  prince  derived  from  these  circum- 
stances jest  cause  of  complaint,  and  that  mitii 
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rank  and  best  abilities  In  the  kingdom^  per- 
sons with  whom  I  should  chuse  to  live,  with 
whom  I  should  chuse  to  die;  and  all  of  them, 
find,  are  of  the  same  sentiments  with  me : 
they  all  of  opinion,  it  is*  an  affair  which 
ought  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  there- 


that  was  removed,  the  opposttioii  would  have 
great  ad?aBtage  in  the  argument.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  sentiments,  he  used  all  his 
efforts  to  obtain  a  concession  of  these  points, 
and  finalW  conquered  the  repugnance  of  the 
king. 

*'  Buttbcmngracious  manner  in  which  this 
was  offered,  widened  rather  than  repaired  the 
breach.  The  minister  summoned  a  meeting 
at  his  own  house,  at  which  were  present,  the 
dukes  of  Newcastle,  Grafton,  and  Devonshire, 
the  earl  of  Scarborough,  Horace  Walpole,  and 
lord  Hardwicke,  recently  nominated  lord  chan- 
cellor, on  the  death  of  lord  Talbot  Walpole 
informed  them,  that  he  had,  though  not  with- 
out the  greatest  difficulty,  prevailed  on  the 
king  to  render  the  prince's  allowance  inde- 
pendent, and  to  settle  the  princess's  jointure, 
and  that  his  miyesty  had  been  pleased  to  give 
him  authority  to  announce  to  die  House  of 
Commons,  when  the  motion  was  made,  his 
consent  to  both  these  points.  The  chancellor 
objected,  that  if  this  declaration  should  be  first 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  without  pro- 
perly acquainting  the  prince,  or  his  treasurer, 
it  would  have  the  appearance  of  an  intended 
surprife.  He  added,  that  the  friends  of  the 
ro^al  family  might  think  tltemselves  ill  used, 
if  they  were  reduced  to  so  great  a  difficulty  as 
that  of  voting  in  a  dispute  between  the  king 
and  the  prince,  when  perhaps  such  previous  in- 
formation as  he  recommended  might  have  pre- 
vented the  motion. 

^  **  To  this  sensible  representation,  ^e  mi- 
nister replied,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  imagine 
the  kin^  could  be  leduced  to  so  low  an  act  of 
submission,  as  to  permit  any  private  commu- 
nication of  this  kind,  after  the  steps  the  prince 
had  already  taken.  The  suggestion,  how- 
ever^f  the  chancellor  made  a  due  impression, 
and  Walpole  persuaded  the  king  to  send  a 
roessaffe  to  the  prince,  by  some  of  the  lords  of 
the  cabinet  council. 

<*  Accordmgly,  on  the  day  in  which  lord 
Hardwicke  received  the  great  seal,  while  he 
was  waitinsf  in  the  antichamber  with  the  dukes 
of  Newcastle  and  Argyle,  the  carl  of  Wilming* 
ton,  and  other  lords  of  the  council,  sir  Robert 
Walpole  came  out  of  the  king's  chamber  in  a 
hurrV,  holding  a  paper  in  bis  hand.  Calling 
all  toe  lords  of  the  ad>inet  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  room,  he  read  to  them  the  •  (taught  of  a 
message,  in  his  own  hand- writing,  and  ac- 
quainted them,  that  it  was  the  king^s  pleasure, 
it  should  be  immediately  carried  to  the  prince 
by  the  lord  chancellor,  lord  president,  lord 
steward,  and  lord  chamberlain. 

<*  The  draught  was  not  fairly  transcribed, 
and  several  or  the  krds  complained,  that  the 


[1361 

'  fore  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  mention  it  to 
you,  and  to  make  you  a  motion  wfakh  I 
nope  will  be  unanimously  i^reed  to. 

The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Rv- 
liament  assembled,  have  not  only  an  un- 
doubted right  to  make  such  grants  as  thejr 


whole  busmess  was  transacted  with  soch  pre* 
cipitation,  that  sufficient  leisure  was  not  al- 
lowed to  consider  the  terms  of  the  message. 
The  time  pressed  extremely,  and  the  pUce 
was  highly  improper  for  such  momeotoui 
consultation.  For  the  company  which  afiseoi- 
bled  to  attend  the  levee  filled  the  room,  vA 
could  not  avoid  hearing  many  of  the  tbipgi 
which  passed  in  the  course  of  convenatioQ. 
The  chancellor,  however,  ventured  to  object 
to  the  expressions,  *  the  nndutifd  roeasores 
*  which  his  majesty  is  informed  your  royal 
'  highness  intends  to  pursue  ;'  but  it  was  re* 
plied  by  the  minister,  that  the  Ling  insisted  oa 
the  word  undutiliil,  and  that  it  was  witUgreit 
difficulty  he  was  induced  not  to  add  9Cfms 
epithets.  The  chancellor,  however,  pereisdog 
in  his  objection,  the  word  <  intenos,'  was 
changed  for  *  hath  been  advised  to  pursoe.' 

<*  The  chancellor  took  Walpole  aside,  aad 
expostulated  with  him  on  the  hardship  of  mak- 
ing such  a  disagreeable  errand  the  first  act  of 
his  office.  The  minister  answered,  that  be 
had  hinted  this  to  the  king,  <  as  far  as  he  dortt 
*•  venture  in  so  nice  a  case,'  but  the  kio^  pre- 
vented all  farther  discQssioB  by  exclaimiog, 
^  my  chancellor  shall  go.' 

**  The  expostulations  of  thechanceUor,  boar- 
ever,  produced  a  variation  in  point  of  fonn ; 
instead  of  only  four  officers  of  the  crown,  Ae 
whole  cabinet  council  was  ordered  to  atfeod 
with  the  message.  It  then  growing  late,  sir 
Robert  Walpole  acquainted  them  tbatbasioess 
of  consequence  was  expected  in  tho  House  of 
Commons,  that  he  and  sir  Charles  Wager 
must  attend,  and  they  both  went  awaj,  leav- 
ing the  foul  draught  of  the  message.  Lord 
flay,  under  a  pretence  of  atteuding  the  Houso 
of  Lords,  also  retired. 

"  When  the  ceremony  of  giving  the  grctt 
seal  was  over,  the  remaining  Icnta  of  tl»e  ca- 
binet deliberated  in  the  council  diumt>er  on  the 
mode  of  executing  their  charge.  The  mes- 
sage was  not  yet  copied,  and  a  mwour  vni 
circulateil,  that  the  prince  was  gomg  to  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  the  lord  steward  aftd  the 
lord  chamberlain  were  deputed  to  inform  hwa, 
that  the  lords  of  the  cabinet  were  ordered  to 
attend  with  a  message  from  the  king,  and  re* 
quested  to  know  where  be  would  receive  it 
He  answered,  in  his  own  apartment  As  soca 
as  the  fair  copy  was  compared  with  the  draught, 
the  lords  went  to  the  prince,  and  being  shewa 
into  the  levee  room,  the  chancellor  Idssecl  his 
hand,  on  being  appointed  to  his  high  o^oe, 
and  received  nis  congratulations.  The  door 
being  then  closed,  he  read  the  message  orer 
audibly  and  distinctly.  ^^ 

"  llie  chanceUor  bafing  ooncloded,  tbtrs 
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-timA  «fe  neOMterjf  to  tiie  iumcrar  and 
wdi&ve  of  tfae  natum,  and  to  apfnropriate 
«Chose  grants  to  tbe  uses  for  whidi  they  in- 
^tend  man,  but  Hkewkie,  Sir,  they  have  a 
^ht  to  i&^ow^oseyants,  taexamineinto 
.tM-applicatioiiecrf'iih^n,  ai^  topimifih  those 

iiKas  a  ^MMrt  paste,  and  a  profeuad  silence  en- 
aacd.  The  pnaee  lookkijip  about  him,  said, 
any  lords,  *  Am  1  to  netem  an  ioMnediate  an- 
*w^fitV  To  wkieii  the  chanoeUor  fej^ying', 
-'•if^lter  royal  higbn^  pleases,'  the  iHrince 
^''  ihen  iSliveved  a  Tsrbal  inessage  to  the  fol- 
lowinfif impoit :  [fieeitat^.^407.] 

'<  When  this  Aaewer  was  raparted  to  the 
9nBg  in  the  eveninff,  hy  the  lords;  he  looked 
tfUs^etted,  hat  ma&  no irepW. 

'' The  ntmlion  efthe  aiiaister  WM  rendered 
frisore  cmbarrasshif  el  ^this  partienlar  period, 
tfH>in  the  ill  health  ef  (he  kinj^^  #ho  was  at 
Hhottmieeo  indispesed'astoi^wa  teal  ap|rae- 
dbension,  diat  he  conld  not  long  siarvive. 
fiat»e  Bolkghroke,  in  a  letter  to  sir  William 
Wyodham,  expresscs-his  satonishmenteat  Wal- 
fraie^i  inp^fiitece,  in  ofifoodnsi)^  the  hairappa- 
«eat,  who  waahWy  to  beoome  htaaoastei;,  and 
aba  daobelM  of  NJM>arou|fhthoa|^hthiseon^ 
4aat  ao  less  incmnprehensibla.  Tnis  circum- 
Maace  ImkjI  given  to  opposition  a  great  acees* 
aion  of'streaglhfibut  had  no  afiadt  on  the  aan- 
daaiofWml^e. 

»  On  the  aad  PdltMeyimade  hiT  malhm  fbr 
aa  address,  «rtquestiBg  the  ^ng  to  settle 
400,000/.  a  yexrt)nthh  ^pdnoe  efWideB,and 
tbeaainecjoinlute  on  the  piiBcssB  aa  the  qaeca 
ind^ea^he  was  prineess  cf  Wales,  assuring 
Aa  hiBfir,  that  the  Honse  wodld  enable  him 
a^ldtually  to  falftl  the  same.  The  great  pohna 
which  Pulteney,  and  those  who  eappoited  the 
Boatian,  'laboiorM  to  prore,  we^  that  the 
>'  miaee  hcRl  a  cfadm  to  ine  proposed  aHowance, 
Mmded  on  eqaity  and  good  pahoy^  and  alegal 
Hght,  ftmaded  oa  law  end  precedent,  and  that 
the  rerenne  df  the  ciril  list  bad  been  granted 
tO'Ckorge  the  First^md  aftsrwardsaugmented 
ttder  George  the  neeond^  on  tfae  express,  or 
;st  least  io^ed,  oenditioo,  that,  out  of  that 
revenue,  tbeaum  of  100,000/.  should  be  re- 
fearred  for  the  prinde  9>i  Wales,  as  a  permancnl<' 
and  independent  esliblishmeBt,  whieh  the 
long  had  it  not  in  bisi^power  to  withhold* 
Piltteney  supported  the  prmciples  on  which  the 
nation  was  founded  with  ^fveat  abili^,  and 
with  a  loag  seriea<ef  historical  relerenoes  to 
heirsiapparentand  presomptireto  the  crawn, 
who,  he  maintained,  ^had  receired  an  indepen- 
dent and  permanent  allowance.  He  ctnidaded 
by  anticipating  several  eoflaut  q^ections  to  t^ 
proposed  address,  arising  tirom  the  impropriety 
aad  indecency  of  iuterposiBe  between  the  king 
and  the  prince,  between  the  father  and  tlm 
aon,  andof  iateHering  with  the  prerogatiae  of 
tiie  crown. 
^  '«  The  minister  in  reply,'began  hy  observing, 
-tirat  be  never  rose  ,to  speak  upon  any  subfi^ 
with  a  deeper  aoBcerBi^  and  a  greater  relttc^ 

[Vol.  IX.] 


whto  dttdl  be  fotiod  to  haird  nmapplied 
them.  Nay  fiirther,  they  may  annex  tO 
their  gtanta  sach  conditions  as  they  thmk 
proper,  and  if  ^ose  conditions  should  ndt 
be  performed,  or  if  the  occasionafor  which 
the  grants  were  mode  ^ould  cease,  they 


tancy,  than  he  did  on  tfae  present  impurtant 
affair.  He  expressed  the  coaeem  and  embar- 
rassment under  which  most  members  of  thtft 
House  must  4ie,  in  giving  thc4r  votes  or  opi- 
nion ;  if  they  declared  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
they  must  seem  to  iiy  ure  thejroyal  father,  tiieir 
aovereign,  or  by  decUning  the  motion,  seem  to 
injure  the  royal  son,  and  apparent  heir  to  the 
crown.  But  he  would  declare  his  sentiments 
with  freedom,  because  from  his  personal 
knowledge  of  the  two  great  characters,  he  waa 
satisfied  that  neither  of  them  would  think 
himself  injured^  because  any  gentleman  gave 
his  Opinion  or  v6te  freely  in  parliament ;  antV 
he  was  convinced  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
had  so  much  wisdom,  and  such  a  true  sense  of 
filial  duty,  that  he  would  never  consider  as  a 
favour  bestowed  oa  him,  what  had  the  least 
*  tendency  towards  offering  an  indignity  to  hts 
father. 

**  Pe  supported  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  right  of  the  king  to  dispose  of  his  civil 
reveiiues,  without  the  mterference  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  suffer  no  controul  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  own  family.  In  the  course  of  nia 
Speech,  he  communicated  the  substance  of  tlm 
message  which  had  been  sent  by  the  king  to 
the  pnnoe,  and  declared  that  50,000/.  a  year, 
exclusive  of  the  rev^ues  arising  from  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall,  was  a  competent  allow*' 
ancef  and  as  much  as  the  king  could  s^ord  out 
of  the  civil  list.  He  ej:patiated^n  the  impro- 
priety of  4Bterpo6ing  between  t^e  fetthei  and 
ion,  deprecated  the  attempt  to  make  a  breacH 
between  them,  entered  into  an  historical  exa-- 
mination  of  the  several  precedent|(  mentioned 
byPdlteney,  and  denied  thatahj^  foundation 
for  aachajiarliamentary  interposition  could  be 
Ibund,  e^mpt  a  sin^e  precedent  under  Henry 
^he  Sixth,  whose  rei^  was  so  w^ik,  that  the 
Parliameht  found  it  necessary  to  asitome 
slUveral  rights  and  privileges,  to  which  they 
were  not  properly  entitled.  He  declared,  that 
the  prince  had  neither  a  claim  from  equity  or 
c^ood  policy,  and  still  less  a  'right,  founded  on 
law  or  precedent,  and  .he  mentioDed  that  the 
revenues  of  the  eivil  list  had  been  granted  un- 
conditioBskily  to  the  king,  without  the  most 
distant  allusion  to  a  stipulation,  that  I00;000/. 
per  annam  should  be  paid  to  the  prince  of  Wale9. 

"  The  reasons  nrg^  by  Walpolein  contra- 
diction to  those  advanced  by  opposition,  suf- 
ficienlly  proved,  to  all  dispassionate  persons. 
that  the  moUeq  was  not  tbonded  on  law,  good 
poNey,  or  jlrec^nt,  and  were  not  invalidated 
by  the  reply  of  Pulteney,  in  summing  up  the 
arguments  on  both  sides.  But  a  confident  and 
pmsible  assertion,  advanced  by  a  supporter  of 
the  motion,  made  a  deep  impression  on  tha 
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may  refume 
being  Applicci  to  uses  of  a  quite  different  na 
tort.    This,  I  sayi^  is  the  undoubted  right 
of  the.  Commons  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
therefore*  if  any  money  formerly  granted 
by  parliament  lias  not  Seen  apphed^  or  has 
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them*  or  may  direcf  their    not  been  properlvapfdied^to^vek 

a  rights  but  it  is  our  duty  to  i 
it,  and  to  direct,  that  for  the  future,  it nf 
duly,  and  in  the  most  proper  maimer,  li 
applied  to  tliat  use  for  which  it  was 


House,  ao4  seemed  to  rindictte  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  prince,  sod  to  arraign  the  conduct 
ef  the  kiaf  • 

^  Full  eredit  wss,  at  ttie  thne,  given  to  this 
stoteacnt,  «s  wett  because  it  was  ostentatiously 
displayed  by  two  of  the  prioce's  servants  dui^ 
ing  the  debate,  as  because  the  minister,  to  ^re- 
▼ent  great  beats  and  animosities,  made  no  im- 
mediate answer,  and  several  persons  were  in 
Huoed  by  this  representation  to  rote  in^fiivour 
t»f  the  motion,  which  was  negatived  by  a  ma- 
jority of  only  S34,  against  S04.  This  small 
majority  of  30  would  Tiave  been  reduced  to  a 
minority,  had  sir  William  Wyndham  been  able 
to  fulfil  the  profaoise  of  support,  which  he  made 
to  the  prince  in  the^  name  of  bis  party.  But 
forty -nve  tories  considered  the  interference  of 
MrfiameBt  as  hostile  te  the  principles  of  the 
British  constitution,  highly  democratic,  and 
such  a  dangerous  innovation,  that  they  quitted 
the  House  m  a  body  before  the  dirision ;  an 
act  highly  honourable  to  those  who  refused  to 
sacrifice  their  principles  totbeir  party; 

**  On  the  23d,  the  same  motion  was  made  in 
the  House  of  Peers  by  lord  Carteret,  and  a 
similar  debate  ensued.  It  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority  of  103  against  40,  Mid  a  protest 
was  inserted  only  by  fourteen  posm."  Coze's 
Walpole. 

The  following  corieus  Narrative  ii  taken 
from  the  Appendix  to  the  fonrth  edition  of  Ood- 
.  ington's  Diary: 

A  Narrative   of  what  pumd  hfttatun  tde 
Prince  and  Miu  Dodinoton,  and  o/lter- 
tvardt  between  Sm  Robert  Walpolb  and 
Mr.  Dodington,  upon  the  Resolution  of 
his  Royal  Highness  to  bring  a  detnand  into 
Farliament^  for  an  Augmentation  of  his 
Alkmance  to  100,000/.  per  ann»  and  for  a 
jointure  upon  the  Princess, 
'<  On  Mohday,  the  7th  of  February,  17S6-7t 
being  ipformed  that  the  prince  went  to  bed  in- 
disposed, 1  thought  it  my  duty  to  go  to  his 
lodgings  ncgEt  morning  (Tuesday  the  8th)  to  in- 
quire of  the  pages  of  the  back  stairs  afler  his 
health.     J  found  his  saddle  horses  in  the  court ; 
they  told  me  he  was  pretty  well,  and  insisted 
upon  letting  his  royal  highness  know  I  was 
there.     1  would  not  admit  of  it,  being  obliged, 
that  morning,  to  attend  the  treasury,  and  the 
pouse ;  but,  before  my  coach  coukf  drive  off, 
oae  of  the  pages  overtook  me  with  a  message 
from  the  prince  to  attend  him. 

'*  I  found  him  with  the  servants  in  waiting 
%bsttt  him,  his  bests  ohi  and  powdering  hS 


hair,  to  ride  out.  After  having  finished  li 
dress,  he  directed  the  ^cullemen  to  wiihibti; 
ami  then,  witlk  his  usual  goodntrss,  waspkaet 
to  talk  to  roe  very  freely,  uponlbeiUte«fk» 
Majesty's  indisposition,  and  upon  seienlsk 
subjects,  relating  to  transactions,  aod  pen| 
of  a  public  nature. 

<«  After  halt'  an  hour  spent  in  tbiskifll(( 
conversation,  f  humbly  offered  to  ubsi 
leave  ;  but  he  commanded  me  to  sit  im 
again,  and  then  said  that  he  would  codim* 
cate  a  secret  to  me  of  great  importuci,  a 
which  he  should  desire  my  tgsbta6ce,«iA^ 
signed  partly  to  employ  me.  I  aDSW««i,ltS 
if  his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  tnS  ni 
^vith  a  secret,  I  had  one  favoui  ti  nkjVfcid 
was,  that  he  would  tell  it  to  nobody  ete,y 
theu  I  would  be  answerable  it  shooWiflDtsi 
secret.  He  told  me  that  it  was  not  of  tbtt  »• 
ture;  that  it  would  be  known  j  thitiwJ 
people  now  knew  it ;  but  that  no  one  ww* 
of  the  crown,  as  he  believed,  wai  sap^ 
with  it:  that  having  always  had  moreksi' 
ness,  and  alfectiou  for  me,  than  for  any  Wf» 
he  thought  he  owed  it  me  (as  he  wis  ^mi 
to  ev press  himself),  to  oommusicate  itim 
the  first  of  any  of  the  king*sscrTM(ti,»<*f 
his  own  mouth  :  that  those  who  wwj^ 
concerned,  and  engaged  in  it,  wcreiffW"* 
this  his  resolution,  and  not  only  *??'''**•  ^ 
even  advised,  that  1  should  be  the  firt  ■«• 
court  made  accyuainted  with  it. 

<*  Exce^ic^ly  surprised  as  I  WMittfciiBfr 
expected  prelude,  I  only  returned  thMb,* 
the  best  raauuer  I  was  able,  for  the  grtWS 
and  condescending  expressions  be  wh  pl«fl 
to  use,  and  really  did  not  guess  (as  1  iuiJ»» 
might  have  done,  if  1  bad  not  been  surpi» 
what  it  tended  to.  He  then  entered  iiit«  ^ 
bitter  complaints  of  the  usage  he  had,  aUiH 
met  with  from  the  administration,  anrf  ^ 
from  their  majesties  :  that  he  was  not  ilk*« 
where- withal  to  live,  &c.  that  be  wts « 
solved  to  endure  it  no  longer,  and  li»d  d^ 
mined  to  make  a  demand  in  parliaineot  * 
jointure  for  the  princess,  and  of  100,OOStj 
ann.  for  himself,  which  his  tatber  h^rj 
prince,  and  which  he  lookeil  on  to  be  his  if 
both  in  law  and  equity.  I  objected  to  llis  »^ 
crreat  danger  of  such  an  underuking ;  J*''| 
royal  highness  in  miud,  how  stroo^W  I  ■ 
always  been  against  it,  when  befonnHje* 
tioned  it ;  and  was  going  to  show  the  tiwl^ 
sequences  it  must  produce,  besides  the  0 
improbability  of  success.  But  heiuwj 
me,  and  said,  that  it  was  too  for  jfoaefcr* 
considerations  ;  that  he  did  not  ask  ray  tW 
but  my  assistance  ;  he  was  detertflwte'i  "f 
the  measure,  and  designed  to  t»d  u^ 
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After  haTing  thui  meRtiened  to  yeu. 
Sir,  one  of  the  most  undoubted  Rights  of 
PlEurliamcDt,  I  shall  next  take  notice  that 
by  an  ancient  and  most  reasonable  maxim 
in  our  constitution,  the  prince  of  Wales, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  King,  and  heir  appa- 

t  ■      ■  ■■    !■  ■!■  ■■  .  .1    .11     II  1 

»Hth  my  particular  fHends,  namely,  sir  Paul 
Bietbuen,  lord  Wilmington,  and  the  duke  of 
Dorset ;  but  chose  out  of  kindness  to  me,  to 
icquaintme  first  with  it:  that  lie  wooM  send 
to  sir  P^ul  by  sir  Thomas  Frankland,  ai^d 
ukedme,  if  I  would  break  tbe  matter  to  them, 
ind  what,  I  belief>ed,  they  would  think  ok'  it. 
SeusU»le  of  the  dani^  and  difficulties  that  at- 
tend nesotialions  of  this  delicate  nature,  eren 
imong  the  beist  friends,  I  replied,  as  to  the  first 
[Nirt,  Biat  I  humbly  begged  to  be  excused  from 
kealcing  it;    that  whatever  iHeodsbip  those 

Stlemeu  did  me  the  honoor  to  admit  me  to, 
ought  it  a  matter  too  high  to  undertake : 
bat,  as  he  had  mentioned  his  intentions  of 
tending  to  them,  and  as  they  were,  by  their 
"ank,  and  affisction  to  his  royal  highness,  erery 
way  qualified  to  be  consulted,  I  thought  it 
agbly  proper  that  be  should  know  their  sent!* 
nenls  from  theur  own  mouths,  in  an  afiair  of 
bis  very  great  importance;  that  then,  what 
b^  said  to  his  royal  highness,  could  not  be 
Mrtaken,  and  what  he  was  jtoised  to  say  to 
hem  could  sot  be  misrepresented.  As  to  what 
bef^  would  think  of  it,  I  was  confident,  by 
»bat  I  (elt  myself^  that  they  would  be  infinitely 
nrprised ;  too  much  so,  in  my  judgment,  to 
:iTe  bis  royal  higbness  any  positire  and  deter* 
oinate  opinion.  He  said,  he  did  not  want 
beir  opinion,  but  their  assistanee,  and  what 
vould  my  friend  the  duke  of  Argyll  do  ?  Be 
xtremely  surprised  too,  without  all  doubt, 
(ir,  I  replied :  I  do  not  know  what  be  will  do  ; 
»ut  lam  confident,  I  know  what  he  would  not 
o,  which  is,  he  would  not  advise  your  royal 
oghness  to  this  measure.  He  answered,  that 
be  measure  was  fixed,  that  he  was  resolved, 
od  wanted  no  advice,  but  he  would  not  send 
s  him,  nor  to  lord  Scarborough,  but  4o  the 
oke  of  Dorset  and  lord  Wilmington  he  would 
end,  bang  resolved  it  should  oome  into  the' 
loose  of  Lords  Uie  same  day,  or  soon  after,  let 
le  fate  of  k  be  what  it  would  in  the  House  of 
lommons.  He  stopped  here  a  little,  and  used 
)nie  expressions,  as  if  he  would  have  me  to 
nderstand,  that  he  had  said  enoi^h  about  all 
lose  that  bethought  1  lived  with  in  the  closest 
Minexion.  I  endeavoured,  after  assuring  him 
iUi  what  afleotionate  duty  we  had  always  been 
is  siaoere  servants,  to  show  the  great  improba- 
iity  of  success  in  sueh  an  undertaking ;  but 
e  cut  me  short,  and  said,  none  at  aU,  that  there 
ere  precedents  for  it ;  and  mentioned  that  of 
le  princess  of  Dennoark,  in  king  William's 
mO:  that  all  the  opposition,  and  the  tories 
ere  engaged  in  it:  that  as  it  was  his  own  de- 
rmimSoD,  and  he  had  been  advised  by  no- 
)dy,  when  h^  had  resolved  it  in  his  own  mind, 
ilhoui^ht  it  aeoeanury  ^  speakto  peo^e  him- 


rent  to  the  crown,  ought  to  be  made  as 
free  and  independent  as  any  other  subject 
whatever;  and  for  that  purpose  he  ought 
not  onl^  to  have  a  provision  sufficient  for 
supporting  the  digmty  and  grandeur  of  his 
high  birth,  but  that  provision  ought  to  bo 


self;  he  had  done  so,  to  Mr.  Puheney,  lord 
Carteret,  lord  Chesterfield,  master  of  the  Rolls 
(Jekyll),and  sir  William  Wyndbam  ;  that  they 
were  all  hearty  in  it :  that  Mr.  Pulteney ,  at  the 
first  notice,  expressed  himself  so  handsomely, 
that  he  should  never  forget  it:  but  said  fie 
could,  at  that  time,  only  answer  for  himself,  • 
not  expecting  the  proposition,  but  begged 
leave  to  co&sali  with  some  of  his  friends; 
which  his  Royal  Highness  granted  him, 
and  be  had,  since,  a^ured  him  that  they 
were  unanimous:  that  sir  William  Wyncf- 
ham  bad  said,  that  be  had  long  desired  an 
opportunity  of  showing  bis  regard  and  at  • 
tachment  to  his  Ro^al  Highness;  that  he 
would  answer  for  bis  whole  party,  as  well  aaj  ^ 
for  himself;  and  that  he  was  very  happy,  that 
an  oocasion  presented  itself  to  convince  his 
Royal  Highness,  by  their  zealous  and  hearty 
appearance  in  support  of  his  interest,  how  far 
tbey  were  from  hemg  Jacobites,  and  how  muoh 
they  were  misrepresented  under  that  name. 
[N.  B.  He  spoke  in  the  debate,  but  did  not 
vote,  and  forty-five  tories  were  absent.]  That 
lord  Windielaea  was  gone  down  to  Petworth, 
to  bring  up  the  duke  of  Sonierset,  who  he 
thought  would  move  it  m  the  House  of  Locds : 
that  Mr.  Sandys,  sir  Thomas  Saunderson,  Mr« 
Gibbon,  Mr.  Waller,  sir  John  Barnard,  and 
several  others,  were  acquainted  with  it,  and 
highly  approved  it:  that,  possibly,  sir  John 
Bartiard  might  move  it.  He  then  asked  me,  if 
I  had  really  beard  nothing  of  it  from  the  court. 
I  assured  him,  with  great  truth,  that  I  had 
not ;  from  whence  he  was  pleased  to  infer, 
how  generally  odious  the  minister  must  be, 
that  nobody  would  tell  him  a  thing  that  so 
neariy  concerned  him,  when  by  his  Royal 
Highness's  calculation  of  those  that  knew  it, 
and  asked  leave  to  consult  their  friends,  there 
could  not  be  le»  than  from  fortysix  to  fifty 
that  must  be  acquainted  with  it:  he  added,  that 
it  would  make  an  end  of  his  power,  or  to  that ' 
efiecl,  which  1  had  no  reason  to  be  sorry  for. 
1  told  him  that,  indeed,  I  had  no  reasou,  uor 
did  I  pretend  to  be  partial  to  the  minister,  but 
it  was  my  misfortune  to  diff'er  so  far  from  his 
Royal  Highness,  that  1  thought  this  measure 
would  be  the  most  efibctoal  one  to '  secure  and 
strengthen  him.  He  seemed  much  surprised 
at  that,  and  asked  my  reason.  I  said  I  thought 
so,  because  the  minister  had,  1  lielieved,  long 
since  experienced,  that  he  coidd  have  no  hopes 
of  governing  by  the  approbation,  and  affection, 
of  3ie  peopl^ :  that  his  only  security,  therefore, 
was  his  favour,  and  hold  at  court:  and  in  ray- 
poor  opiniop,  this  unhappy  measure  wonU 
make  the  King's  cause,  and  his,  inseparable,' 
and  rivet  him  yet  fas^r  whora  hi^  only  strepgtii 
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•ettled  upon  him  in  «aph  a  maoitfr  as.  (o 
put  it  out  of  the  power  o£  any  |>Qnon  to 
disappoint  him  of  it ;  not  only  wm  title  to. 
it  ought  to  be  made  as  firm  and  irrevocable^ 
as  any  other  private  tiJtLe*  in  the  Ungdom 
can  be^  but  he. ought  at  leasts  aa  sooa  aa 

I  ■  ii" 

Isy.  1  then  humU^  beg^etl  bim  to  eomndtr 
the  circuinslauce  of  time ;  how  ikr  it  mig^  be  < 
eoDsistent  with  the  known  grestaeis  and  feMe«> 
fesity  pf  his  character,  to  nud^esuch  au  attMtk, 
vrbeo  his  iather  was  io  a  languisbing  conditioo. 
He  replied,  that  he  was  sensible  of  that,  but  he 
couVi  not  help  it :  he  was  eospsgad,  aad  would 
go  through :  the  King  could  not  live  many. 
Tears,,  but  might  linger  thuaa  good  wliile,  uaA. 
ne  could  not  stay  tlMt  while :  that  the  time, 
indeed,  bad  its  inconveniences  of  one  sort,  and 
he  wished  it  otherwise,  but  it  had  its  conire- 
niences  of  another ;  it  would  noake  people<ipore 
cautious,  and  apprehensiTe  of  ofiending  bim  : 
that,  besides,  be  had  told  the  Queen  of  it  in  dm 
smnroer,  and  assured  her  that  he  designed  to 
bring  it  into  Parliament ;  that  she  had  treated 
it  as  an  idle  and  chimerioaJ ;  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  should  make  any  thing  of  it» 
and  seemed  to  ^liok  he  was  only  in  jest;  that 
if  his  friends  stood  by  him,  he  should  carry  it 
in  the  House  ;.  but  if  he  missed  there,  he  could 
not:  fail  of  it  in  six  months :  that  I  should  Jmow 
the  family  as  well  as«any  hod^  ;  he.  always, 
thought  I  did ;  but  fouoil  that  I  did  not,  or 
wonld  not :  but  he  himself  knevit  his  own  iiunily 
best ;  and  he  would  ^ake  a  bet  that,  if  he 
failed,  now,  he  gainedlns  point  in  less  than  a 
twelremonth,  by  this  means:  in  short,  he.was< 
resolved,  and  too  far  eogaffed  in  honour  to  go 
back :  that  it  was  hi8due,and  bis  right ;  absolotely 
necessary  fa  make  him  easy  the  rest  of  his  life : 
he  could  oerer  want  his  fnends  but  on  this  og- 
casion  :  those  that  would.staud  by  bim  in  this, 
he  should  always  look  on  as  his  fnends,  and 
reward  as  sjuch ;  those  that  would  not,  he  shonki 
not  reckon  to  be  so,  they  would  have  nothing 
to  expect  from  him ;  and  several  other  ex* 
nressions  to  that  purpose :  that  it  was  to  be 
Drought  in  soon;  inwliat  shape,  whether  by^ 
address,  or  otherwise,  he  beliered  was  not  yet 
settled,  but  soon  it  must  be.  I  nmde  no  parti- 
cular answer  to  this  last  part,  but  only  express- 
ed, my  concern  for  the  sonsequences;  and 
watting  on  him  down  stairs  to  his  horse,  begged 
cf  him  to  consider,  how  necessary  it  was  to 
delay  it  from  the  great  impropriety  of  the  time. 
He  said,  if  a  little  time  would  do,  it  might  be 
considered,  but  the  King  might  linger  out  the 
session  in  the  same  way.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
ask,  what  would  be  the  ill  consequence  if  that 
iihould  happen,  and  it  should  go  over  to  ano- 
ther session.  He  said  that;  could  not  be,  hJM 
honour  was  too  far  engaged ;  he  could  not,  he 
would  not  stay. 

**  Here  this  conversation  ended,  without  any 
direct  demand  to  vote  for  this  proposal,  on  his 
side ;  and  withont  any  dirtct  promise,  or  re- 
fusal, QSL  mme ;  and  1  lea  his  Boyal  Highness 


[ia» 

ho  conies  to  beof^iaageof  fiM0tae9>.to 
be  put  into  the  actual  ami  imsaediatepoa- 
seaaion.  Thiibhip-a^aya  been  heUL  aaaar 
established  raaiw  in  thi^  kiog)doaa».aBA 
wa  find  otirpariiamenfc»  We  oilen  hater- 
posed^  and  have  taken,  upon  th^^  to  c»* 


naih  verr  great  uaeasiaess  and  perpktxiif  apoia 
my  SMBO,  considerably  au^^meated  by  thie^isia 
ease  and  tcaaquiUity  that  appearsd  apone  hk: 
whieh  is  the  natural  effect  t>fgmat  i 
when  they  are  fixed  and  detennioed 

"  Upea  sefleetioB  on  what  had  pa 
ing  it  was  resolved  to  apply,  pefsaaaUy^  la  tSia- 
d idm  of  Derart,  lo«d  WdmiBgtank  ai>d  eia  fM^ 
Miethoen,  I  thought  it  a-daty,  of«  tfaa  fiimidHUp 
in  whiah  we  had*  so  manjiyeais^liaed^  lapse- 
pare  them  fi»r  so  disagreeable  at  oopfccaMi: 
and  first,  as  he  was  to  be  caUedc  op,  d|a  ibt 
day  bat  one,  1  acquainted  sii    i    .      "T 
with  it.     We  joined  in  lamenting   ibe   u 
this  country,  to  be  divided  and  torn  t%i  piec  : 
a  disunion  m  this  royal  iamiiy^  wbicb,  wiUi^ 
many  ardent  wishes,  with  the  profusion  of  m 
much  blood  and  treasure,  we  IismI.  at  last,  so 
hapjiily  placed  on  the  throne,  to   end  all  our 
divisions »  and  prutect  us  in  union  and  tmn|>il 
lity .     VVe  ajjreed  that  sir  Paul  Metbuea  slS^d 
not  seeni  to  be  any  ways  apprised  of  the  caan 
of  geiidiii<^  for  biiu,  hut  should  lay  hold  ott^WI 
ojertmes  that  should  l>e  ^ivou  him,  to  rvpr?- 
sent  strong^ly  to  his  Royal  Hig^Uiiesa  the  tti^ 
fatal  consequences  of  this  uu (I er taking  ;  afid  by 
no  iiieaDs  give  him  any  the  least  reason  flre»* 
coiuagemeut  to  think,  that  lie  would votalv it 

*^  1  then  ofRued  the  matter  to  the  haiHi^ 
We  had  several  contiereoces  upon  it;  mA 
agreed  to  conimuDicate  it  to  lord  Scarbowe^, 
by  the  duke  of  Dorset.  The  Lords  aawt* 
niously  agreed  to  do  their  utmost,  to jmeat 
this  ill-advised  attempt  (if  they  were  aMBto)* 
and  not  to  he  hindered,  by  aiiy  interrupmne^ 
frotii  representing  stroot^ly  to  hb.Hoyal  Higb' 
ne&a,  tlie  fatal  consequences  of  iU  But  in  case 
,bc  [lersisted  in  it,  to  declare  jilaioly  to  bimjtb^: 
they  should  think  themselves  obliged  in  ooc- 
science,  and  in  honour,  to  oppose  it,  as  tataltc- 
his  Royal  Highness,  injunous  to  the.Kia^. 
and  destructive  to  the  quiet  and  tranqoillity  #-:' 
the  whole  country  ;  and  desired  me  to  dkia^ 
too,  in  case  it  should  be  my  lot  to  be  first  cai- 
ed  upon. 

*'  Sir  P.  Methijen  was  not  sent  for  on  Xkau^ 
day,  which  gave  me  some  hopes  (vain  ones  in- 
deed) that  the  great  coldoess  Lhad  reoeiTedthe 
proposition  with,  might  hare  had  sorae  H-ei^fe 
On  Friday  the  11th,  1  received  aniesM 
the  Pt  ince,  at  Mr.  Stanhope's,  where 
to  aUend  him  next  morning  to  Kev. 
not  sorry  for  the  oppoilunity,  being 
leave  no  ambiguity  in  his  Royal  . 
mind  about  my  beharioui',  and. very 
sivc  that  names  going  about,  and  mimfprtwasn* 
ed  as  doubtful  upou  so  important  a  poiat  {bam 
insignificant  soever;  might  infiueuoe.  Of  aw- 
lead  uuwary  people,    Befoce  we  rose  fi 
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£MPceihe  ot)6tom»c^  oi%i«niaxiim  Upon 
bis  ]Ale.]M^|||^'»liappy  accession  to  the 
tb?oiMi  tbe  parUafeue&t  wm  then  sq  ittttiblc^ 
ortjift  DttlUj)^  and  reasonablanesa  of  ^pift 
^;^4BaaxjiQ|9  that  tfaey  gmntiBd  a  veiy  bcgo  ad* ' 
4itki|»  to  tfa#  CiTil  Li«l:Ite«y9iu%tn  order 


;AaftrmthoB(wirable  «id  a  suiBcicaife.  pmvi;^ 
sioB  mighb  be  aetdtd  upon  his  pDemv^M^ 
jesty^  who  then  waafMnice  of  Wades';  and} 
il  having  beeni  feund  during  his  late  ^^ 
Jean's,  te%n  Umttbe  Ciril  List  Reveoue 
particuiMy  app)rQ|»rialed  for  meintaiimni; 


lila» atAlr.  Slaafaope^s^  &  lernttiiiirouffht ma 

'  -vponllliaiair  P.  MethuaQ  had  been  atniy  boaae^ 

aiMt  left  wq^tthat  he  .was  gona  home.    I  want 

(hmcUy  to  "wait  on  him.    He  waa  theojuakr 

gfme  frA  Ihe  Prince,  to  wfaian  he  had  re- 

IkraMMled  the  daprtr  and  impraetioability  of 

Bna  maasore,  with  all  the  foroe  and  weight 

«faa#:  hMsame  ao  hooast  aod  ao  honourahle  at 

aMdr  'j  aad'Used  all.  {I^Ua  acgumaota,  that  a: 

{Qpadi  haa4  aod  a  gooj^  beaii  could  anggest,  te 

dtaauade  hioL  fhm  it;  but  all  without effMsti 

that  h^thoQ  <^lamd  telbim,  that  he  could  not 

hft  for  him ;  Wtf  at.  th«  iinportimato  aod-re- 

peatedlfeo^est  of  bia  Royal  Hiffhoeaa,  and  re- 

dttting  tbatlbe  had  not  atteBdaS#he;J9ou8e,  so 

a»  to.  girtfi  one  sing^le  toI;^  ainca  the'esaiae  btll, 

in  hMk-beao  preaailed^olilto  proasifie  hia  Royal 

j^hoeaa-to  ha  abaeB|^  ha  usaSta  be. 

(  Ob  Saturday  thet^h^  early,  in  tbf^nittit* 

^  ^^reoeived'a  Boesaaga  fc#n.  thePrincfey 

i  putroffjiua  journey  to  Kew  U|Bt  day. 

fiuwwvaiv  Mng  willing  to  coBwrtoaa  ejml»- 

natnn^  ^  ^4^"9^  prof^k*  liud,  h  amald 

idaea  myaeilTlv^the  way,  and"  gO'  ta>  his  Boyal: 

jBighnasa'a  apartioatnt,  to  inquiae  after  bia»  aod 

hm  SoyaL  Higho4to!a  besdlb.     The  Pa^ 

told  me  that  he  waa  not  eome  from  the  Prm- 

oaaa^atbad^chambtr^  btM-waa  j^retty  well,  audi, 

hadalteiied  hia  resolution  of  gong  to  Kew«    I 

.<8aBtaway.  ou  foot^  aad  did  oat  retu|B  hoBM  allr 

the  monuDgi**  Juat  before  thseoi  one  of  the 

Brtnce'aMimnta  found  v^  in  \he  Parff ;  taldi 

ma  he  had  IwaM  fOy  bonaa,  but  the  aarFaota- 

'  imowiag  uotmng  of  me,  ta»  had.  been  all  over 

tba^town  afto*  me^  to  let  wat  know>  tbaoewaa  & 

idfeMakeinthe  mon|p^^  maseage,  aod  thai  the 

P»ince  ordered  me  to  dm^  with  him,  thaS:day, 

aiihia  hous*  in  Rdl  Mall. 

I       <*  i  dressed,  and^t  tUtber  before- bia. Boyal' 

flBgbnees,  but  not  before  the  eompanj|%  which 

oatasiited  cbjpAy  of  hia  badcbambar.    Wfae^ 

'^hecame,  he  desired  the  gjentlemen  to  arauaa' 

themselves,  and  that  be  would  taioaaiwalk  with 

me  till  dinner.      In  the.vardeo  alt^  &UMe 

oamaon  oouviersaiion,  be  Oegaa  by/  tellmg  me* 

thathe  had  seeusir  Paul  Mediuan, andinsina- 

aaedtbttttsir  P.  aeemed-well  eoeogh  satisfied* 

watb  the  ppopos^on.    1  said  I  was  iafieitelv 

avffpnaed,  and  mortified  thai  I  should  differ  with 

him  in  ojpimoo,  in  an  afiairof  suchcenaeciuence' 

«onsidenng  the  long  friendship  between  ua, 

which  imphed'  same  similkude  oiP  thinking. 

Upon  which,  he  receded  a  little  fcom.that^  and 

aeemed  to  give  me  laave^  to  think  that  sir  P.  did 

not  muchi  approve  ol^it,  bot^  however,  had  pro- 

miaedto  he  absent    Then  heeaid  he  Iiad  talked 

toaeioeralpeafile,  aad'they  all*  eatered  into  it 

most  baartiiyv      Haain^taken  my.  own  party 

LdidfiiatithiflkpM^ptMiiqyiaaiRkothag^iieBe, 


though  I  waa  very  curieuato  know ;  heinfls 
pamiiadad  (and  Lam  so  still)  that thfereoouM: 
Dot'beono^  unprgndieed'  mania  the  natiooofi 
oampateut'age,  Mieight,  and  experience,  to  ad«^ 
^aa  a  J^ripoe^  that  would  approve  of  auoha 
meaacra  Ailersomapause,  hetoldmehefaad 
apohen  to  Mi^  Hedgea  (bia'treaaorer)  aod  lord 
Bahinaore  (of  hiab^- chamber)  who  were  zea« 
iffouAy  f»  it.  I  saidoo  daubt  bia  servants  would 
vote  for  it ;  nobady  could  take  it  iU  of  them  ; 
they  would  have  leave  to  do  it.  Heanswered, 
thatit  waanomatterwhose  leave  they  had,  so  h» 
had'  their  votea.  He  addad^  that  he*  had  spokeoi 
to  M^r^rthor  Herbert^  who  not  only  engaged 
foe  hi^seliVouir^fvookl  bring  in  all  bis  fmnds. 
I  smiled,  and  said,  I  did  net  apprehend  that  h» 
ooukl  make  any  vote  but  hia  oim.  [Hiabio- 
ther  waaia  Frahce^  He  said  hewoul4bet 
Mr.  Herbert  could  inake  above  fivow  I  replied, 
that,  if  i^  were  so,  it  must  be  by  making  use  o^ 
hia.  Royal  fiigbnese^s  name.  He  said,  that 
everjfbody  wa»  for  him :  he  was  absolutely  de* 
tamnnad  to  fanngf  it  ia :  be  would'  hear  no  &d^ 
▼iaa  open  it ;  and  if  there  were  but  seven  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  three  in  the  House  oP 
.Xjords^  him,  he  would  doit  Itald  him,  tha» 
since  be  vras  abaolufeely  determined,  I  thouffbo 
itliosoeaary  to  Uay  my  humUe  opinion  be&er 
bim,  when  he  would  please  to  receive  it  He» 
said,  he  did  not  want  my  opinion,  his  party  waa 
takem  l^repHad,  that  I  did  not  presuroeto 
ofifer  my  qrflnon  as  what^was  to  guido^bi&ao^^ 
tiona,  wA  toli^  befera  bim  what  was  to  dirsct» 
and-sovero  my  own  ;  whieh  I  should  bcrgla^ 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  doings  tfaia^not^ 
beiutf  a  praper  one,  bacauaa  I  saw  one  of  the* 
geaMeiaan  coasing  to  acquaint  bia  Royal  High* 
nesa  thaSdinnef  waa  aarved.  He  took  no  notice* 
of  thai,  but  walked  into  the  wood,  and  said  that) 
be  would  abow  me  the  dukeof  Sbmerset^s  let*'^ 
teo^  which  be  did;  R  oaatobed  a  pratQfi  long^ 
aocount  of  the-  preaariauaatatoof  niaOrace^w 
haalth,  whid^  made  il  impossible  for  hinvto 
come  to  tavnr:  teferaedito  lord  Wnchdaes'  hv^ 
hieopinion  of  the  commuaieatien  he  had  *i«. 
oeiaed  of  his  Royal  Highness's  intenttooa;* 
and  conokided  by  wishes  that  hia  Royal  HTgb^ 
ness  may  liae  many  years  in  healthy  prospeuty, 
and  plenty:  he  made  me  take  notice  oft  tM 
word  plenty.  I  said  tbat^  with'  bombleeubi^isJ 
sioa,  this  letter  did- not  soemto  meto-amonnt 
to  a^  promise,  nor  gave^  the*  least  prospect  ofhi» 
:  Grece^a  coming  to  towrn  He  said  it  waa^  no^ 
mataer,  he  shoukl  have  bia  proxy,  which  : 


the  same  thing  [ae indeed  he  had.l  He  then' 
with  a  ^reatc&l  of  yehemeoce,  fell  upo»tibe' 
difficulues  belay  under :  that  as.be' bad  saoiio 
fioed  himself  to  the  nation,  by  demaadiaga^ 
nMMma^  (though  tbO'  piinoesa  waa^the  beap»> 
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Debde  in  ihe  Commtmi  on  the 


the  honour  aind  dignity  of  the  croim  was 
too  small,  therefore  a  reiy  large  new  addi- 
tion was  granted  by  the  nrst  (Murliament  of 
hi&  present  Majesty's  reign,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  ens3)lea  to  continue  the  same 
provision  for  the  present  prince  of  Wales, 

and  most  agreeable  woman  in  the  world,)  the 
■ation  ought  to  stand  by  him ;  that  if  the  peo- 
ple would  value  their  employments  more  than 
ngfat  and  justice,  he  could  not  help  it;  though 
he  was  so  strong  that  he  was  sure  the  court 
durst  not  touch  any  one  that  voted  for  him.  I 
got  an  opportuiiity  of  putting  in  a  word  here, 
and  said,  that  I  saw  very  well,  tittle  regard 
would  be  had  to  any  professions  of  not  being 
biassed  by  one's  employment,  though  1  thought 
my  behaviour  towards  those  in  power  plainly 
showed  (and  to  nobody  more  plainly  than  to 
himself)  that  I  was  not  .very  solicitous  about 
mine:  but  I  did,  in  my  consdeoce,  think  (and 
helieTetbat  every  honest  man,  whose  circum- 
stances were  above  necessity,  would  think)  this 
matter  to  be  far  above  any  pecuniary  considera- 
tions :  that  a  breach,  so  irreparable  as  this  pro- 
ceeding must  occasion,  would,  for  the  future, 
takeoff  aU  the  gprace  and  lustre  of  any  employ- 
ment of  either  side :  that  no  man  of  honour 
above  necessity,  could  serve,  for  the  future, 
wHh  pleasure,  under  the  uneasy  apprehensions 
that  outy  on  the  one  side  might  be  misconstrued 
into  disaffection  on  the  other:  and  therefore,  I 
humbly  besought  him  to  believe  that  gentlemen, 
ia  this  great  case,  would  lay  aside  mose  lesser 
considerations,  and  act  upon  superior  and  more 
affectiuff  motives,  their  duty  to  the  whole, 
which  f  thought  evidently  in  danger.  He  re- 
plied, that  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  talk  about 
tbin^  settled  and  resolved  amongst  friends: 
that  It,  was  very  hard  he  should  be  all  his  life  in 
want,  and  the  only  one  in  the  nation  that  was 
not  to  have  justice  done  him :  that,  now  was 
the  time,  and  the  only  one,  for  people  to  do 
what  they  owed  him ;  that  be  should  expect  it 
of  them ;  he  asked  his  right,  and  neither  ap- 
prehended, nor  foresaw,  any  ill  consequences 
from  it.  I  asked  him,  if  he  did  not  think  it 
very  dangerous  to  him  to  drive  things  to  such 
an  extremity  between  him  and  bis  father,  as 
might  make  it  the  interest  of  one  half  of  the 
:g«ntlemen  of  England,  that  he  should  never 
oo0e  upon  the  throne  P  He  replied,  why  would 
they  make  themsdves  desperato?  Why  would 
they  not  do  what  they  owed  him,  and  what  was 
justice?  It  would  l>e  their  own  faults:  did 
he  leserve  less  than  the  princess  of  Den- 
mark ?  The  gentlemen  stood  by  her«  I  endea- 
voured to  show  him  the  difference  of  the  case 
ia  ene  essential  point,  which  I  thought  most 
likely  to  strike  niro,  viz.  In  that  case  the  ad- 
dition was  proposed  when  the  civil  list  was  pre- 
carious, and  not  granted  to  king  William  for 
his  life ;  and  upon  re-granting  the  duties  whk>h 
wf  re  then  in  the  power  of  parliament,  that  ad- 
dition was  demanded  in  her  favour.  But  he 
gave  no  attention  to  it,  but  walked  about  with 


[I37J 

which  he  himself  had  enjoyed  m  the  life- 
time of  his  father.  From  all  vrtiich  I  mint 
conclude,  that  the  motion  I  am  to  make, 
for  having  a  sufficient  provision  settled 
upon  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales,  is  a  moUon  founded  upon  law,  upoo 

great  precipitation,  and  a  good  deal  affitated. 
As  I  saw  there  was  no  room  lefl  to  make  any 
impression  upon  him,  I  thought  it  was  Ingh 
time  to  put  an  end  to  the  conversation,  and' 
therefore  told  him,  that  since  I  found  bim  un- 
alterable in  his  resolution,  I  would  not  presume 
to  offer  any  thing  more  in  opposition  to  it,  bat 
must  beg  leave  to  give  him  my  plain  sentiments 
as  to  myself:  that  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
had  lilierty  to  consult  my  friends,  because  it 
would  have  ^ven  my  opinion  more  weight 
with  myself,  but  as  that  could  not  be,  and  as  I 
believed  potbing  they  could  say  would  alter  it, 
I  thouffht  m^^elf  obliged  to  declare  to  him, 
and  I  did  it  with  great  concern,  that  if  this 
matter  came  into  parliament,  I  should  think 
myself  obliged,  in  honour  and  conscience,  to 
give-  my  absoluto  dissent  to  it,  as  nemicioos 
and  destructive  to  all  the  royal  family,  and  te 
the  nation  in  general.  He  seemed  very  angry* 
but  curbed  himself  a  liUle  ;  and  said  he  could 
never  have  expected  this  from  me;  bothesvp- 
posed  then,  that  he  was  to  expect  idl  my  friaads 
against  him  [meaning  those  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons  vniom  he  thought  I  could 
influence.]  I  told  him  that  1  spoke  only  for 
myself;  that  I  had  not  dropped  the  least' 
hint  to  any  one  of  them  ;  they  would  .know  it 
but  too  soon.  This  conversation  brought  us  to 
the  door :  I  saw  he  was  very  much  healed,  and 
going  in,  he  said  he  must  do  as  he  could ;  thas 
in  the  princess  of  Denmark^s  time  there  wera 
ffentlemen  that  valued  doing  rights  moretiian 
weir  employments  j  he  was  sorry  the  race  of 
them  was  extinct :  i  had  only  time  to  say^tfaat 
I  was  to  submit  to  whatever  bis  Royal  High* 
ness  pleased  to  think,  or  say,  and  content  my* 
self  with  doing  what  I  thought  my  doty.  Thus 
we  went  to  dinner,  with  a  great  deal  of  anxiety 
on  my  part,  from  the  rw  affection,  as  w^ 
as  reverence,  that  I  bear  him ;  and  with  nauch 
more  freedom  and  gaiety  on  bis,  than  I  OMdd 
possibly  ptit  on. 

<<  As  soon  as  dinner  and  drinking  was  over, 
we  rose,  and  I  shuffled  myself  into  the  midst  of 
the  company,  in  order  to  get  away  with  the  first 
of  tliem,  when  he  pleased  to  make  us  his  bow ; 
but  be  dismissed  them  all,  and  ordered  me  to 
come  with  biro  into  the  little  room*  This  convcr* 
sation  was  much  the  longest,  lasting  near  two 
hours;  butas  there  was  a  great  deal  of  repeti-- 
tion,  I  shall  only  put  down  what  has  not  been 
already  said;  though  scarce  any  thing  was 
said  by  bim,  in  the  two  forma*,  that  was  not 
strongly  repeated,  and  insisted  upon,  in  this. 

"  Uis  Itoyal  Highness  began  by  tellinsr  mr 
that  he  had  done  with  asking  me  any  mmg 
more  for  his  sake,  but,  as  he  nad  always  has 
the  greatest  kindness  and  afieetioiLftr  ns,  h» 
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•quity,  upon  wisdom  and  good  policy,  and. 
upon  precedent. 

But  before  I  make  my  motion^  eive  me 
leave^  Sir,  to  enquire  particulany  into 
these  several  foundations :  and  to  begin 
with  the  last,  I  shall  shew  from  many  un- 


would  now  talk  to  me  a  little,  for  my  own. 
That  he  desired  me  seriously  to  consider,  in 
this  afiair,  my  own  reputation  in  the  world  ; 
that  it  would  suffer  extremely  by  leafing  him : 
that  I  most  be  sensible,  1  had  done  myself  a 
great  deal  of  hurt  in  the  opinion  of  mankind, 
already,  by  acquiescing  so  much  as  1  had  done, 
in  measures,  with  thMe  who  had  treated  me, 
and  all  my  friends  so  ill ;  but  that  it  would  be 
a  great  agmration  to  that  pr^udice,  if  I  neg* 
le^ed  so  ad? antageons  an  opportunity  as  this  of 
-getting  free  from  it :  and  much  more  to  this 
purpose.  After  humble  thanks  for  his  good- 
ness, I  replied  that  I  was  rery  sensible  of  the 
difficulties  I  lay  under :  that  I  had  no  choice 
•to  make  but  what  must  be  disa^eeable,  and 
painful  to  me :  that  as  to  the  ministry,  I  had 
Tory  little  regard  to  those  who  trealed  me^  or 
any  of  my  fnends  sliebtingly:  that  1  thought 
nobody  cared  less  who  knew  it,  or  took  less 
pains  to  conceal  it ;  that  in  an  affair,  where  I 
was  couTinced  the  whole  was  concerned,  1 
Bust  prefer  my  own  integrity  to  the  opinion 
c»f  the  world,  and  keep  peace  at  home,  what- 
ever other  people  mieht  think,  or  say.  He 
•aid  it  was  strange,  tnat  his  best  friends,  and 
those  he  counted  most  upon,  should  be  against 
him :  That  he  wondered  I  should  consider  my 
own  character,  and  my  interest  so  little;  lie 
luul  always  had  the  greatest  kindness  for  me ; 
lie  was  resolved  to  snow  it  in  the  most  distin- 
finished  manner ;  why  wonld  I  make  it  im- 
possible ?  Why,  when  he  should  hare  it  in  his 
power,  giro  occasion  to  hare  it  thrown  in  his 
4eeth,  that  he  was  going  to  distinguish  one  who 
bad  lef^  him  at  the  only  time  that  he  could 
want  his  friendship  ?  That  I  must  be  sensible, 
afWr  this,  he  conld  see  me  no  mere  upon  the 
loot  he  bad  done.  I  said,  I  was  extremely 
aensible  of  the  truth  of  all  he  had  been  pleased 
to  say,  and  that  I  had  no  comfort  on  either  side, 
hoi  from  the  sense  of  doing  my  duty :  that  my 
reason  informed  me  this  was  a  measure  fatal 
tohimself  and  the  whole  copntry;  J  wascon- 
▼inoed  of  it ;  and  my  honour  and  conscience 
obliged  me  to  dissent  from  it.  He  asked  me, 
flopposinfc  that  were  so,  if  I  never  had  given  a 
TOte  against  my  opinion,  in  concurrence  with 
4hose  1  hsfl  no  reason  to  Idee  ?  1  answered,  1 
h9t6^  many ;  and  believed  it  was  the  case  of 
every  body  who  had  actefl  wilh  a  party,  either 
fiNT,  or  against  an  administration  :  that,  in  my 
opinion,  business  was  not  to  be  carried  on  in  an 
abstracted  way^  by  considering  every ^  point 
simply,  and  nithout  connexion  to  the  ivnole  : 
hot  that  I  had  never  acted  contrary  to  my  opi- 
nion, where  1  thought  the  whole  itnnnedialely 
concerned,  as  I -stood  convinced  it  was,  in  this; 
#Bd  tbereibre^no  earthly  consideration,  could 


doubted  aiithoritieay  thai  the  prince  of 
Wales  has  always  had,  and  ought  to  have, 
a  sufficient  provision  settled  upon  him,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  him  aa  indepcD- 
dent  of  the  crown  as  any  other  subject  can 
be.    To  recount  all  the  precedents  that 


make  me  be  for  it  He  then  pressed  me  much 
with  the  authority  of  the  people  engai^ed: 
Would  I  talk  with  Mr.  Pulteney  and  lord  Car- 
teret ?  and  if  I  was  convinced  it  was  their  opi« 
nk>n,  and  they  thought  it  right,  would  I  then 
be  for  it?  It  cooki  do  no  hurt  to  see  them  at 
least.  I  replied,  I  could  have  no  donbt  thai 
they  were  engaged  in  b,  afler  what  bia 
Royal  Highness  bad  been  pleased  to.say ;  and 
that  lord  Carteret  might  be  the  more  easily  in- 
duced to  it  firom  a  persuasion  that  it  must  drqp 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  said,  that  if 
there  were  but  three  votes  for  it,  there,  it  should 
come  into  the  House  of  Lords :  Did  I  think 
him  so  simple  as  not  to  know  Carteret  f 
Would  I  see  them  ?  I  answered,  that  I  had 
the' jfreatest  regard  for  loM  Carteret's  parts  and 
abilities,  and  the  most  sincere  respect  and  valua 
for  Mr.  Pulteney,  with  whom  I  bad  lived  in  an 
intimate  acquamtance  for  some  years,  and 
whom  I  always  reckoned  one  of  the  most  con- 
sidevable  men  this  country  had  bred:  tiiatif 
bis  Royal  Highness  commanded  me,  I  was 
very  willing  to  wait  on  them,  but  in  no  wave 
upon  the  foot  of  alterins^  my  oplnioo,  singiT 
upon  their  authority,  and  because  the  contrary 
Boight  be  theirs :  but  (I  overshot  myself  so  fu 
as  to  add),  to  show  his  Royal  Highness  how 
much  I  was  in  conscience  persuaded  of  the 
truth  of  my  opinion,  unequal  as  1  was  (and  in 
nobody's  thoughts  more  so  than  in  my  own),  I 
would  venture  to  talk  with  both  those  gentle- 
men, before  his  Royal  Highneas,  upon  the 
consequences  of  thia  measure;  and  if  tbej 
could  show  me  that  the  bringing  it  into  parlia- 
ment would  not  be  attended  with  the  greatest 
dangers,  prejudice,  and  divisions,  both  in  the 
Royal  Family  and  the  nation,  be  it  right  or 
wrong  in  itself,  when  brought  in,  then  I  would 
be  for  it.  His  Royal  Highness  dropped  thia 
proposition  (which  1  was  extremely  glad  of, 
having  given  a  very  indiscreet  opening  against 
myself),  and  said  it  was  his  doe ;  he  hoped  it 
was  no  fault  to  claim  his  due ;  and  the  mas* 
ter  of  the  rolls  told  him  that  it  was  his  right  in 
equity.  I  said  that  equity  amongst  gentlemen,' 
indeed,  was  understood  to  mean  a  plausible  de- 
mand to  a  thing ;  but  as  the  Master  was  a  J  udge 
in  Equity,  I  was  surprised  at  the  expression 
from  him,  and  could  hardly  believe'  that  he 
would  affirm  to  me,  that  there  could  be  ground- 
ed a  legal  equity  upon  that  statute,  to  take  the 
allotment  of^  the  estate  thereby  vested  in  the 
crown,  out  of  the  Kine's  disposition.  He  said 
it  was  liis  right,  he  had  one. hundred  end  eighty 
engaged  to  support  him,  and  he  hoped  he 
should  obtain  it. 

^*  Not  seeinpf  the  end  of  the  conversation,  I 
was  resolved,  if  possible,  to  do  what  I  thought 
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lecourin  cmrifaistofietatid  reeonfa,  *#oiild 
take  up  too  much  of  your  tiHie,  «itd  tfaere- 
<fore  lishall  take  notice  only  of  some  of  the 
^BiOftttemarkable.  King  HenrjrHI.grabted 
4o-hi«  ddett  son  Edward  after'kiag  Bdfcard 
il.'tiie  tduCtlQr  of  Gulenne,  bofiire  be  was 

,  any  duly,  aad  to  set  bafbre.bim  the  fmmfi0K 
he  was  ffoing  to  plutigie  into,  lefliieTeeepliaD 
it  met  with  be  what  it  would  y  sod  aocoddiiigfly , 
J  took  theliharty  of  sayinff,  that  umet  it  was 
aliselately  aesaaESffT  be  Siould 'ha7eSO,ddO/. 
seraan.  addition,  1  haiAbly  begj^edsleave^o 
MOW  of  bis  Royal  Hig^nats,  wb)i  be  wooM  aOt 
Mhtr  choose  to  ask  it  of  tbe  Pariiainifit,  tbao 
to  piisb  ibis  daafferocn  and  desperate  mefesura? 
•Tbat  I  was  hiffyy  sensible  tbis.pronositisn  was : 
aary  fiur  from  being  prodast,  ar  aayisSBbbs  in^^ 
itself,  but,  bad  as  it  was,  yat  it  was  so  mft^efy 
preferable  to  tbe  other  eril,  tbat  I  wofild  not 
only  be  for  it,  but  would  aopport  atid  maimsia 
it  with  all  my  straogtb ;  and  woiddvenfface 
that  all  my  inends,  not  only  those  of  iM? 
House  of  ConuDOds,  bat  those  of  tbe  Bouse  of: 
JUiids,  would  bo  for  it.  He  said,  no,  be  thought 
Ihenatisn  bad  Moae  anougb,  if  not  too  muob 
for  tbe  'family  akeady :  that  be  would  valbar 
bsg  bis  bread  from  door  to  door,  than  be  a  far>- 
tb«rich«ige:totbero;  aadvtbstlie  would  h*fe 
it  in  this  ^,  or  not  at  idl.  I  replied,  tbat 
aioaa  he  oxpreiBsed  so  rnnob  tendemeai  to  the 
Blition,  I  ^treated  bim  to  aoasidar  tbe  State  to 
frhiob  horedueed  it:  ioreieet  Upon  the  profu- 
aianafblood'and  treasure  we  had  kviShad,  to 
laaintain  our  liberties  and  sonStitHtion :  to  fo- 
aaember  at  what  a  ▼sstaapan^we  had  brOaght 
over,  and  maintained  his  &mi)y,  aol^,  aad 
^fflyi  to  -sscuie  to  US,  and  protect  us  in  tbe 
^uiet  enjoyment  of  those  liberties,  and ,  tbat 
aOBStitulton ;  and  then  to  think  what  sett*!- 
ttMlits  it  must  raise  in  w^  honest  eouatry 
gentleiBan  of  great  property,  who  hare  warm 
arishes  to  all  the  royal  family,  and  who  ex- 
Mcted  nothing  hut  a  good  word,  and  a  kind 
4ook:from  every  part»of  it  in  return ;  )e  think'' 
Wlittle,  I  aabl,  what  that  body  of  men  must  feel 
So  be>  dragged,  uaaroidably,  by  tbat  very 
l«9yal  family,  into  the  fatal  neeesdty  of-^bein^ 
deSpamtewith  tbe  pesseasor  of,  or  the  sueeessor 
to'the  crown :  that,  for  my  part,  1  should  not 
he  aurf^riied,  if  tbtnr  all  absented  thessselfas 
from  the  House,  with  hearts  full  of  diseontent, 
and  distaste  on  both  sides.  He  said,  that  if 
they  Wottkl  not  do  their  duty  ehaerfuUy,  tbe^. 
must  be  frightened  into  it;  or  to  tbat^Rsct; 
he  oould  not  suffer  all  bis  life,  drc.  I  asked 
him,  if  be  thought  they  wereto  be  frightened  ; 
and  if  they  were,  1  appealed  to  his  generosity, 
if  that  were  a  jast  return :  that  I  must  earnestly 
aupphoated  him  not  to  orertum  tbe  constitu- 
tion, and  thewhole  royal  family  together :  that 
I  had  always  been  bred  in  monardfaial  princi- 
ples, such  as  Were  consistent  with  a  frt«  peo- 
£le :  tbat  I  could  no  more  help  tbe  people  to 
itermeddle  with  thft  ju^rights  of  the  erown, 
Ihi^  tamely  sit  still,  and  IM  the  sfown  invade 
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Jkhlt^n  4ht  ^mmmu  oft  ike 


fourteen  ^taars  eif  a^  and  the  raettent 

thd  Prince  was  married,  fe^  not  only  <;e&- 
''finned  his  fttmer  gMm|  by  «  new  pai»u, 

but  like#ise  granted  im,  and  not  him  i& 
^possessbnof,  the  earldom  of  Chester,  the 

cities  aQ4  'tovms  of  Bristo},  Stamfioidaiid 


aa4de|#oy  the  just  rights  of  the  pjM|ile.  Sid 
M  cDilM  he  bebeve,  that  if  tbe  fciog  ^wea 
•prbpose^to  a  ComMii,  far  -tbeir  opiaioa,  wbete 
besbould^re  his  Bfl^  J9igfaM  4*0(0001  v 
aoCMMM)/.  nor  ^an,  *at  an^r  of ^pse  k>idf  k 
bad  named,  or  nq^f,  ahoiddbsft  a-sMMMtt^ 
difileulty  in  ddirmng  and  aupaaitii^  #Br  spi- 
nion  for  tbe  buffer  sum?  Busely  be  0Q<diHi#; 
there  we  ObouM  aot  aocordbigte  bards^.isd 
^onsdtutiomilly ;  bat  to  bring  tbe  FarlisaeBt 
intoihe  KJognt-okwet,^  tb«a  ts  casnuse  'vm 
bis^WBost  ^vate,  domestic  afisiiS,iatrQdeilMB- 
Oelres  intothe^vesnment  of  his  priratssatle 
and  ian^ily,  was,mrely,  \b^  npst  knA  vmf» 
dantlbat^tMnUd  beniade,aMti5riaoftiittbttrf- 
^to  b^iattempCSd  by  a.  priaee  thit  ivas  tesoe- 
oeei  bim :  tbat  I  most  earnestly  oo^orei  \m 
to  cop8i%>  what.he jras  doi^g:  tbit  tre  tfi 
hoped  be%>u]d  hlfv^eiftildren :  thst  he  kiev 
be.'ha|dabiiotfasr:  if  it  should  happen,  wboiia 
was  ob  thethroni,  that  disconteats  shosfd  vm 
(and  there  had  been  diBooamts  asdtrtbeM 
priaoes  that- ever  rHgned),  how  a^fSM  bt  liia 
to  hare  a  BarUameot  taU  blm,#/tt  die  Me 
was  an  aouabla,  aad  a  papuhir  proies^ff  fwt 
merit  and  expae^tion ;  that  tbc^^  dM^^ 


such  an  anny«  unlswthsBolieaii 
eneial?jJ»^auki  he  likelbii?  ta^ 
yet  this  tbot  M^lS,  do,  they  would  Imet 
pieoedent  for  it,  ind  what  was40fire  aSWdi* 
nary,  and  unanswerable,  apreoedest^^tM 
making.  He  said,  he^aew  bow  ts  sV^^ 
he  gave  me  bis  word  be  weald  make  vcU^ 
dren  and  Jus  bFS|her  entirely  saUTflbegr  diosM 
ihara  naast  amj^fikllowanses;  4b^fweiik)kt 
most  eftectial'way  to  keep  eretylNMly  iiis^ 
I  asked  bim  if  be  was  sum  tbst  Uley  aosMte 


all,  and  aWraya  reasonatifef'^ettkUU  lbo« 
tbat  advised  them,  be  soP  JMd  bebetfuitt 
what  frktal  fbuimatHms  bowas  Syiag  forfo^ 
disturbances?  AW  bk^bim  to  smhw 
thalwren  rebeliioas,  with  awioce  oTpe  mm 
at  tfte  head  ^them,  kist  ^  g»est  deal  of  W 
horror,  and  ereo  of  the  dsager  of  whbswo  xtf 
bellioBs.  I  deaired,  tbat  b/^ould  talk  •>»« 
duke  of  Aiyjll,  and  loid  S(M*«M«h»^**T 
I  was  single  in  my  apprehensions.  °**5 
no,  the  duke  of  Aigyll  was  too  deepjr  esfiW^ 
with  the  Court,  by  liis  employradlfc.  *  ^ 
treated  bim  to  look  on  tbe  Uuke>  ^'w?^ 
rior  and  more  just  light,  s^i^#'w7? 
his  fritlier^s  su^cots,  sad  moro«o,l)r«  w 
and  unalterable  attasbment,  sid  "*'J**'*J; 
eonncKion  to  the  whole loyal lUidy, tbsav 
liis  rank ;  but,  bowertr,  Isid  jSosrbowgj^ 
Boamplo^msat.  tHaaliUasHt**!^"'*"* 
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Grantham,  with  several  other  castles  and 
ntonorSy  created  him  prince  of  Wales,  to 
which  he  axuiexed  all  tne  conquered  lands 
in  that  principality,  and  appropriated  him 
lieutenant  governor  of  Ireland,  though  he 
^as  then  but  just  turned  of  fourteen ;  all 

rod^h,  be  knew,  was  always  full  of  his  fears  ; 
wlfili  he  laughed  at.  I  replied,  that  I  was 
sare,^lord  Scarborough  had  his  fears,  they  ^ 
were  for  bkJloyal  Hiffbn|fcs,  and  not  for  him- 
self.' fie  still. refused  to  speak  to  either  of 
them,  and  said  that,  now,  he  did  not  think  to 
•peak  to  the  duke  of  Dorset  or  lord  Wilmingf- 
to^.  I  begged  him  to  believe,  that  I  only 
spoke  my  own  sentiments,  and  not  to  alter  his 
^  <fesigQ  of  sending  for  them  upon  that.    He 

'^  said,  no,  it  was  to  no  purpose  ;  he  knew  we 
were  in  the  same  way  of  thinking,  and  was 
satisfied  he  could  expect  nothing  from  thence, 
sd  would  not  send  for  them  ;  nor  woidd  he^ 
now,  fo0  sir  Thomas  Frankland,  or  sir  Conyeife 
Darcy,  tls  he  once  designed.  I  still  dirsisted 
to  desire,  that  he  would  not  include  those 
ll^ntlemen  with  me,  whflFknew  nothing  of 
It ;  bol^  he  persisted  in  the  contrary,  which 
made  me  say  that  I  was  extremely  sorry  that 
he  would  not  speak  to  gentlemeq  of  that  cha^ 
racter ;  and  that  I  did  not  believe  he  would 
find  one  dispassionate  man,  unheated  by  oppo- 

:  K-  mtion,  of  figure  enough  to  be  consulted,  who 
would  not  most  ardently  and  vehemently  ad- 

^Xis&his  -r^al  highness  against  this  measure. 
H^then  renew^  his  instances  strongly  to 
Hiake  me  for  it,  and  said  he  should  make  a  very 
bad  figure  in  the  world,  when  it  appeared  that 
bis  bSffrifQds  were  against  him  (and  this  he 
repeated  of\en)  in  the  obly  point  be  could  want 
them,  and  in  a  point  I '  well  Knew  he  was, 
always,  entirely  set  upon,  aii<l  had  always  had 

«^  in  view.  1  replied,  it  was  true,  1  did  know  he 
was  always  bent  i^n  it,  but  his  royal  highness 
as  well  knew,  that  1  a1w%s' as  constantly  opv 
posed  this  way  of  attemptiog^t :  that  he  well 
Knew  that  my  firmness  on  this  head  was  the 
first  and  chief  cause  of  bis  withdrawing,  ror 
these  two  yeacs  lasf  .past,  the  confidence  he 
formerly  honoured  di^^th  :'.  that  (.'jspoke  it 
without  the  least  tbougfit  of  compl^nL  but 
be  knew  it  was  so^  and  therefore,  as  1  could, 
by  no  means,  charge  his  royal  highness  with 
acting  inconsistently  in  pursuinetnis  view,  he 
must  also  do  me  the  juspce  to  omj  that  I  acted 
.consistently  with  myself  in  dissecting  from  it: 
that  as  he  had  been  graciously  pleased  ofhen 
to  use  the  word  friends  leaving  one,  friends  not 
assisting  one,  &c,  I  most  humbly  begged 
leave  to  submit,  if  it  was  friendly  to  take  a  H* 
solution  of  the  highest  nature,  a  resolution  one 
was  known  to  be  against,  and  unalt^ably  to  fix 
that  resolution,  with  I  could  not  say  who  ;  not 
^/^witb  the  friends,  certainly,  of*  tbose^  he  was 
graciously  pleased  to  call  friends  ;  and  all  this, 
without  the  least  communication  to  them  till  it 
was  irrecoverable ;  ^bout  giving  them  the 
letst  opportuii|r  ^  havbg  their  objections 
[VOL.  IX.1      * 


which  was  done,  as  the  Historians  express 
it,  *  ut  maturus  ad  res  graviorcs  gerendas 
*  expertus  redderetur.'  By  this*  generosity 
and  benevolence  of  the  King  towards  his 
eldest  son,  that  Prince  was  early  in  his 
youth  est^lished  in  a  8tat€  of  independ- 

weighed,  or  their  scruples  rem6ved ;  but  only 
to  tell  them  that  the  thing  was  fixed,  and  they 
must  follow,  or  refuse  it.  He  then  set  forth 
how  unpopular  the  court  had  made  itself  through 
the  nation,  which  was  much  the  reverse  on  his 
side*  I  told  him,  that  I  reflected,  with  much 
concern,  on  any  unpopularity,  but  was  tho- 
roughly persuaded  tnat  this  measure  would 
lessen  the  unpopularity  where  beseemed  to 
ejjlpress  the  greatest  dislike  ;  and  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  it,  where  he  thought,  and  I  was  per- 
suaded there  was  none  ;  because  I  Was  con- 
vinced that  an  attack  upon  bis  royal  father,  of 
this  nature,  and  at  this  time,  would  produce  so 
incurable  a  division,  that  when  men's  first  pas- 
sions subsided,  and  they  bc«fan  to  reflect  coolly; 
the  authors  and  advisers  of  this  measure  (I  md 
not  know  them,  but  the  world  would  certainly 
fix  it  somewhere,  unjustly  perhaps),  would,  in 
the  end,  become  the  detestation  of  mankind, 
and  perh&ps  of  posterity.  He  still  continued 
to  press  me  warmly,  and  said  that  my  beinff 
against  him  cut  off  his  fingers ;  but  sure  I 
could  not  deny  him  to  be  absent,  if  I  would  not 
be  for  him.  I  told  him,  that  as  I  now  stood  in- 
formed, it  was  impossible  for  me  to  be  absent ; 
when  I  had  taken  a  mature  resolution  upon  a 
tbin^  of  this  weight,  I  thought  it  would  be  in^ 
consistent  with  my  honour  and  reputation,  not 
to  dare  to  show  it:  that,  however,  if  I  could 
find  any  means  to  satisfy  my  honour  to  myself 
in  being  absent,  I  would  wait  on  his  ro3ral 
highness  again,  but,  as  I  now  .  wss  informed, 
I  thought  it  impossible ;  and  that  notliin^ 
'oould  jly8>pen  J^  meso  fatal,  not  even  his  royal 
highness's  displeasure,  as  to  leave  the  least  am- 
biguity upon  nis  mind  of  my  conduct.  Ha 
asked  what  1  meant  by  ambiguity  ?  1  said,  to 
leave  any  doubt  with  hts  royal  highness,  or 
reason  for  him  to  suppose,  that  I  would  be  for 
him,  or  absent,  when  he  would  afterwards  hear 
that  I  was  against  him.  He  said,  it  was  very 
strange  that  1  would  not  be  absent,  when  h  bad 
said,  that  I  thought  it  natural  that  many  gen- 
tlemen of  great  honour  and  propertjrwould  re- 
fuse to  vote  in  this  question.  I  repn|d,  that  I 
could  not  be  absent,  because  I  did  not  come 
under  the  latter  part  of  the .  description  I  had 
ma(i<'  of  them,  for  1  had  said,  that  what  would 
make  such  gentlemen  be  absent,  would  be  a 
motive  of  dissatisfaction  against  both,  for  hav- 
ing driven'  them  to  that  extremity :  now  that 
could  never  be  a  motive  with  me,  to  whatso^ 
ever  extremities  1  might  be  reduced.  He 
said,  he  saw  then,  that  he  was  to  expect  me, 
and  all  my  frif uds  (meaning  the  Commoners) 
against  hini,^  I  tulii  him,  that  as  to  my  frieods, 
1  had  not  dropped  the  least  bint  to  them  of  this 
affair:  that  I  hoped  for  bis  sake,  ihay  would 
[4T] 
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ency  and  grandeur^  and  thot^  p^teroal 
fiivours  were  afterwards  fully  repaid  by 
that  illustrio;us  and  most  heroic  prince,  for 
he  after^vards  proved  his  father's  chief  and 
only  support.  Every  one  knows  how  by 
his  courage  and  conduct  at  the  battle  of 


Eve^hi;aKi  h^  ri^Ueved  hi*  ftt}i^  out  of  di* 
handff  of  his  enjeoue3,  and  restored  his  »^ 
fairs  after  they  werie  brpught  ipto  a  moK 
desperate  state.  Nay»  not  oi^  the  Kiog 
himself,  but  the  nation  reaped  signal  bene- 
fit from  the  free  and  ind^end^  cireun^? 


not  see  it  in  the  light  that  I  did  \  and  did  pro- 
inise  him,  that  I  would  use  no  one  argument 
to  induce  them  to  do  so :  but  for  tnyself,  it  way 
with  great  concern  I  was  obligfed  to  say,  that 
I  must  be  against  it,  unless  I  could  find  rea- 
sons, which  I  did  not  then  see,  and  wbic|i  I  be>. 
lieved  it  impossible  to  find,  to  be  absent ;  if  I 
did,  I. would  certainly  wait  on  bis  royal  high- 
ness ag^ain,  and  let  lum  know  it.  Thus  epded 
tl^  most  painful  conTersation  I  ever  b^d,  or, 
1  believe,  ever  shall  have  whilst  1  live. 

"  As  what  is  put  down  here  is  only  to  aid 
my  own  jnemory,  while  the  transaction  if 
fresh,  and  in  particular,  only^,'  where  I  was 
immediately  conceri^ed,  I  win  not  say  when 
the  ministry  first "^new  qf  this  resolution; 
though,  I  thrak,  I  have  undeniable  reasons  to 
beh'eve,  they  did  not  know  it  till  Sunday  the 
13th,  at  soonest  $  more  probably  not  till  Iffon- 
d^y  the  14th,  which  is  extremely  surprising. 
On  Wednesday  the  16th  it  was  public,  and  I 
was  stopped  by  several  gentlemen  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  who  desii^  niy  qpinion,  which  1 
gave  to  noqe.  8ir  Robert  naipole desired  me 
to  stay  the  rising  of  the  Hqqse,  that  he  might 
speak  with  m6 :  I  did  so ;  and  when  tl^e 
House  was  almost  empty,  we  wept  behipd  the 
chair  together.  He  was,  then,  so  (itlle  In- 
formed  of  peopk^'s  opinions,  that  he  began  by 
saying,  that  he  iSesiml  to  speak  to  me  without 
re^rve :  ^nd  (before  woqid  ask  me,  franldy, 
if  upon  this  ffreat  q^uestton,  t  would  give  bjm 
a  meeting.  lj|nswered^,  th^t  this  great  qoes* 
tion  was  not  nWf  to  me :  that  for  three  years 
preceding  th^two  last,  it  had  been  t]|a  great 
struggle  of  my  li^  to  prevent  it  fropjib^ak- 
ing  out  then :  that  I  would  not  have  done 
so,  if  \  had  not.  entirely  disapproved 
and  that  fron^  th^^irne,  up  to  this  ^ 
hoor,  \  had  pever  seen  any  one  reason  to 
induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion.  He  said  it 
was  a  very  handsome  declaration,  and  he 
thanked  me ;  but  that  I  weU  knew  many  things 
were  liable  to  be  imputed  to  us,  which  we  were 
not  guilty  of,  and  tlierefore  begged  me  to  speak 
tp  my  fra||d9i>  I  said,  that  I  desired  ^ro 
naight  be  no  mistakes  between  us  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  this  importance ;  that  I  spoke  for 
myself  plainly;  4md  openly  ;  I  always  disap- 

g roved  of  this  measure  as  {>ernicions  and  |^tal 
y  i,\ie  ^hole  Royal  Family,  and  as'such^' 
would  give,  my  public  dissent  to  it.  As  lip 
what  be  called  n^y  friends,  I  supposed  he 
Vieant  l^r.  Dodington,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.** 
Beaghau,  and  the  two  Messrs.  Tucker.  He 
^id,  Yes.  \  reulied,  that  as  to  this  matter  1 
would  tell  hini  tne  whole  tmth,  indifferent  how 
^r  he  credited  it :  that  it  would  fe  idle  to  tell 
^tkatt^d  not  know  of  this  nieasare,forl 


did,  long  since,  but  under  such  restricdoDsllHift 
hindered  me  fixNn  comnuinicatiog  it  ^jUjjf 
^y  ;  that  I  regi^de<)  those  ties,  and  h^pnhk 
even  hinted  it  to  jny  ;OQe  of  ibomt  sreotle- 
men ;  but  as  the  thiig  was  npV  pnbuc,  J  h»d 
already  spoke  to  some  of  jtherQi  and  did  dfrigw 
todosototherest,toroMi|i^watnigbt;  M. 
as  yet,  could  give  hitn  no  maai^er  of  guess  as  $o 
their  opinion  in  this  matter.  He  ^gain  dp- 
sired  mp  not  to  do  the  thing  by  halves,  becaii8# 
it  would  be  imputed.  I  told  hipn  tliat  thCT 
were  indepep^ent  gentlemen;  th^t  theogn 
their  fortunes  were  not  large,  yet  they  were 
snfl^cient,  and  they  wer^  r^ved  they  alw^yp 
should  be  sttfficieif t  to  ke^  ibfum  in  iiiABpen- 
dency  ;«Jthat  he  best  knew  Hpfij  bpd  i^  bee^ 
regarded,  or  treated  in  a  manlpr  tQ  give  tfiefll 
any  gr^  presept^  expectation^.  He  iBter- 
rupted  me  here,  and  s^id  we  qn<)er8l^  one 
jollier;  that  what  I  s^  with  jrelatxm  to 
those  gentleman  w^s  true,  and  had  pnxseedeA 
frorp  no^  bein^io  a  situation  to  have  it  other* 
wise,  rmcw^ing  the  coldn^  between  us].  I 
plied,  tha^  I  did  understand  him,  but  ai 


d  iU    t^ 
teiy4  fsi 


kiiew  they  had  np  present  expecta|MRi%  I 
could  by  qp  means  «ay  bow  frr  A^Jh W^ 
care  to  forfeit  the  prospect  pf  all  futttfemvp 
and  advantages.  He  pi-essed  me  t^^m  t^ 
speak  to  tbjnn,  for  indeed^  it  would  beimpo^. 
His  repeating  that  so  often,  heated  pDie#  litde, 
and  made  me  tell  him^t  ^hat  I  vety  fittle  re- 
garded what  migbt  be  imputed  tp  me  uqjusl^  3  ^ 
had  I  any  pretensions?  anj  expectations f 
What  had  I  a^ked  qr  pretan<(ed  P  He  Imew  t 
had  none :  if  I  had.  let  hid|ttay  it  He  said 
it  was  Yery  true  ;  tlt^  I  mm  be  aensib^  tbat^ 
there  bad  been  i^reaf  misunderstandings  be- 
tween us.  he  was  wilUng  tp  suppose  on  boftii 
it^^,  $«9lthat  so  CTeat  a  service  as  that  wmed 
out  a  muldtude  of  thingilb  I  usvrere^  thai 
what  I  should  do  wasi^jp  a  tbotive  dT  jjoy 
duty ;  ibit  1  neither  iSbd  nor  expected  anj 
rewaJld  for  it,  nor  pretended  anj  thing  from  i|: 
that  as  to  the  gentlepiei^,  I  '1|Pjdd|  as  I  de- 
signdj^lav  the  matter  f^^rly  beflte  tbWi  and 
plaial^  tell  tbiRn  which  ^aJ  J  sbeiw  vote; 
whotl^  my  e trample  would  it^fluence  tbem» 
tbQKm|{4^ete  1  should  oae i^  ar- 

gul^^to£|oi#      ^^  ^ 

**  Vdid  so  the  saqpie  n^ht ;  and  tbej,  from 
own"  jttdgi^ents,  entirely  unhia^^t  at 
j|ed  tobe  so  by  me,  att^^Mcolimri  te 
vo^  lorlM^king. 

«  Onlj^naay  the  SOtb,  about  tw^^raide- 
men«mi|t  kt  sir  Rot^ert  Walnok's,  to  ^  '^*  jK 
foim^X^  the  cnstom  is  of  all  dmse  nyarting^  ^ 
of  what  is  resolved  upojiu  instead  oSk^tpg  Qtmr 
snltM  (as  the  custom  mp^i  tP  bfl  qpba  whit 
ahould  be  rehired  09*  ^    ;<*  M 
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M^ces  bi^nfiRlKiMfKing  I^ad  sa  early 
i^ssGbdL  Mb  d^^  ih>D.  A  state  o^d^en- 
macy  nahirally  ennobles  fl(nd  exalts  the 
i^iTOm  itutn ;  aiiifd  thiD  effects  of  it  were  inoi»t 
^<MMp}6iiouf  in  this  wue  imc(  btave  prince, 
lUr  he  afterwards  ii^r^  fhe  glory  of 
Entknd,  aihd  the  terror  of  Europe. 

Th^  next  nn^dent  I  shall  take  notice 
«r  Ift^^at  m  BdwaM  the  black  prince, 

\  ttt>oft  whom  £d#ai^d  III.  his  father,  settled 
at  diftrent  Chltiei  tite  earldom  of  Chester, 

I  tiiedcrecfayof  CoTihvU!,  theprbcipaHtydf 
Waies;  Ihedtttctp^of  GuBentie,andthe  prin- 
e^>ani^  of  A^tti&in.  That  wise  and  gredt 
kmg,  Sif ,  was  so  liensiMe  of  flie  reasonable- 

^  Ms^  of  the  ancient  ttUDdm  of  England 
iHeh  regto<d  to  the  King^s  eldest  A)n,  that 

I         he  todt  Caere  every  fbttire  priace  of  Wales 

Jhonld  htte  soihethmg  to  cfepend  on,  ind^- 

^ndent  of  his  fither,  from  the  very  mo^ 

neift  of  hit-  birth;  far  Whfeft  purpose  h^ 

;    ij|F  siKMflWflBct  of  parliament  ^dutchydf 
itlJMmsm  in  sudr  a  iMaimer,  that  tlie  Kin^ 
ddHes^  SQtti,  md'heir  appai^nt  of  the  crown, 
M#eTer  8m%  BeeiY  didbe  6f  Comwalt  as 

'     ^>^^  ^  ^tn,  attd  wMtout  any  new  grattit 

§pom  the  khig^,  fh)m  whence  has  arisen  the 

/,  Ammon  proteitr^<;Natu»  est,  non  dtttus, 

'  chuc  Comubiie.'    mme  of  die  later  mnts 

^i^L^  that  Kmg  might,  iftdit^,  proceed  from 

^MHb^  When  the  company  was  gone,  I  told  sir 
rV«n)bert  Walp6le  that  I  had  laid  the  matter 
Mbrethe  gentlemai,  and  thbt  I  fopad  they 
iA^ei«  ^mosed  to  act  in  the  same  msHer  that  I 
bad  decMred  I  would  do.  He  thanked  me, 
gaingon  (arl  thoogbi)  to  nMhtioa 
dtpectatiaps ;  buN  I  prerented  htm,  by 
'  ^  to  My,  that  if  I  bad  beett  so  untbr- 
E-to  tiJ^e  another  part  in  this  uolncky 
^  t^  that  which  the  real  sefte  of  my 
J&W,  and^^  for  the  whole  Royal  Fatoily, 
iraa  detenimed  me  to  take,  I  believe  he  must 
Bd"  very  sensible  that  the  connexion  between 
/^IttweafctHlbmenand-ine  was  such,  that  we 
•botdd  not  hare  dilfered  in  ojimnon.  He  said 
Sban^oidd  Ifb  nommer  of  doubt  of  it.  I 
addp  that  Men  leilCim  to  consider  whether, 
bawdet^trcatagse.of  my  duty,  i  had  had, 
from  thenay  l^fll^ing  came  upon  the  throne, 
up  to  that  hour,  any  one  iddu^m^pt  to  do 
What  I  had  resolved  to  do.  Henpswered,  to 
berime  not;  the  itiisnaairs'ljmdings  between 
Mim  aiid  me  were  very*  pftbflc,  but  now— 
and  was  gtiing  oo^JtotvlJ|0ti^t  it  not  proper 
t»  enftr  into  extflanatidh^ndlmernipted  him 
i^i' sayings  I  did  not-  met^dte*  this  In  any  the 
least  way  of  complaint,  buTthodffht  flowed 
myself  so  much  justice  as  to  put  nmi  in  mind 
oi  it :  that  as  I  acted  from  a  prmciple  g(  honour 
and'conscience  only,  I  was  -very  regardless  af 
thi^  conseffuenceS  thM  might  happen  to  me 
ihmritr;  ttram^  1  war  norso  bhnd  as  not'to 
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[fSS» 


nilaiu^cit 


the  grettt  pergonal  merit  of  the  sdn ;  but 
ttre'  OTst  grants  conld  not  proceed  from  any 
such  consideration;  they  could  proceed 
only  from  his  own  wisdom,  and  from  the 

feneral  maxim  I  have  mentioned;  for  the 
Vince  was  not  three  years  old  when  hU 
faCher  settled  ijpoh  him  fcy  patent  the  earl- 
dom of  Chester,  he  was  but  seven  years  old 
when  Cornwall  was  erected  into  a  du^chy, 
and  settled  upon  him  as  by  act  of  piirliai- 
meht  as  beforemenfioned,  and  he  wa^  biA 
thirteen  when  the  principality  of  Wales, 
was  settled  upon  him.  Soon  after  ntia't 
time  indeed,  his  personal  merit  began  t^ 
appear:  but  how  cmne  it  to  appear?  I^ 
early  appearance  drd  proceed  and  couTd 
only  proceed  from  hi^  father's  having  puik 
hhn  so  early  into  an  independent  situa- 
tion, and  from  his  hating  employed  him 
hr.  and  inured  him  to  the  study  of  weighty 
mdrs,  at  an  age  when  most  princes  are 
imuBtrioti^y  taught  to  think*  of  nothing 
4)ut  baubles  and  toys. 

The  same  conduct.  Sir,  dhat  wise  King 
observed  during  that  brave  ^rince^s  life : 
be  was  continually  heaping  fovours  upon 
the  prince  his  son,  and  the  prince  waGs  con* 
tintRdl^  repaying  them  with  glorfous  acts 
of  gratitude  aha  6|U1  duty,  when  he  w^ 
^enteen^    he   f\illy    r4>aid   all  former 


see  that  I  stood  eitpnsed  to  future*  resentments 
by  It,  at  least  as  much  as  any  gentleman  in 
England  :  with  jyUgh  I  took  my  leave.  On 
Tuesday  the  ^^iftK  hiotion  was  made  by  Jtf r. 
Pnlteney,  and  seconded  by  sir  John  Barnard ; 
the  meSMfife  and  answer  produced  by  sir 
Robert  WaS^Kile.  The  Ho«nMi  divided  beftreen 
twelve  and  one ;  the  nmnbere  for  the  ULia^ 
were  334,  for  the  Prince  904.  There  Wens 
45  Tories  abse^;  35  members  voted  fef  thh 
Prince  against  us,  who,  I  think,  never  voted 
against  us  before. 

**Otk  Friday  the  S5tb,  the  same  i^don  was 
made  in  the  House  Of  tiOrds  (where  I  was  also), 
by  ]^  Carteret,  and'  seconded  by  lord  Gower. 
The  debate^  lasted  till  past  eight,  when  the  mo* 
tion  was  r^ected.  The  numbers  for  the  King( 
were  103,  for  the  Prince  40.  •;* 

*«  Thus  ended  this  #ibappy  afiair  in  Par«* 
liament :  tfod  only  knows  where  the  con^e* 
quencesofit  will  end  in  a  nation,  where,  by 
the  pi-efljgacy  and'  dissoluteness  of  their  man- 
ners, tlie  people  seem  to  have  forfeited  all  pre- 
t<ence  to  the  divine  favour  and  interpo^tion  ; 
and  where  baseness,  degeneracy,  and  dorrup- 
tiQU,  is  arrived  to  such  a  heigbt,  a«  tO  maker 
them  an  easy  prey,  not  only  to  the  glaring 
eualities,  and  miscalled  virtues,  of  great,  ill- 
designing  Princes ;  but  even  to  the  most  bare- 
ikced,  despicable  attempts  of  the  weakest,  when  * 
ever  tliey  shall  think  nt  to  employ  a  litile  low 
cunning;  and  open  corruption,  to  enslavethem.'^ 
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favours,  by  having  the  chief  share  in  the 
victory  obtained  over  the  French  at  the 
famous  battle  of  Cressy.  In  the  24th  or 
25th  year  of  this  prince's  age,  the  King  in- 
vested him  with  the  dutoiy  of  Guienne, 
which  new  favour  he  soon  aAer  repaid  by 
sending  the  Kinff  of  France  home  prisoner  to 
his  father,  ^er  naving  defeated  and  taken 
him  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Poictiers. 
And  in  the  two  and  thirtieth  y^ar  of  that 
prince's  age,  a  great  part  of  France  having 
Deei^  conaueredand  subdued  b^  his  valour, 
thsTCing  nis  ^ther  erected  Guienne,  Gas- 
^^pony,  and  several  other  provinces  of 
France,  into  a  principality  under  the  name 
of  the  principiafity  of^  Aquitain,  with  which 
he  invested  the  prince  his  son  :  this  new 
&vour  likewise  the  prince  soon  repaid  by 
carrying  the  glory  of  the  English  arms  into 
Spam,  and  replacm^  Peter  upon  the  throne 
or  Castile,  afier  havmg  defeated  the  usurper 
Henry  at  the  battle  of  Nejarain  that  kii%- 
dora ;  for  all  which  glorious  victories,  an^ 
many  other  great  services  done  to  his  na- 
tive country,  the  nation  was  so  grateful  to 
his  memory,  that  immediately  afler  his 
death,  or  at  least  as  soon  as  their  grief  for 
the  loss  of  so  brave  a  prince  would  give 
them  leave,  the  House  of  Commons  ad- 
dressed the  King  to  create  hk  son  Prince 
of  Wales  and  duke  of  Cornwall,  wliich  that 
wise  king  immediately  agr^d  to ;  for  his 
grandson  being  then  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown,  he  became  intitlei  by  the 
maxim  I  have  mentipAdi  to  an  indepen- 
dent settlement;  but  as  he  was  not  the 
King's  eldest  son,  he  had  no  pretence  from 
any  former  precedent  to  the  principality  of 
Wales,  and  his  right  by  the  Uite  act  to  the 
dutchy  of  Cornwall  was  tliought  to  be 
doubtful  by  the  lai^v^ers  of*  that  age^  the 
lawyers  being  then  it  seems,  as  dexterous 
at  starting  doubts  and  scruples  as  the  law- 
yers of  the  age  we  now  live  in. 

Give  me  leave.  Sir,  to  mention  one  6ther 
precedent.  That  of  prince  Henry,  after- 
wards the  glorious  king  Henry  5,  whom 
his  father  Henry  4,  in  the  very  first  year 
of  his  reign,  created  prince  of  Wales, 
duke  of  Cornwall,  and  earl  of  Chester, 
though  the  prince  was  then  but  twelve 
years  of  age ;  all  which  grants  were  re- 
corded upon  the  parliament's  request,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  a  revo- 
cation; and  though  that  king  was  naturally 
of  a  jealous  and  a  suspicious  temper,  yet 
we  find,  during  his  whole  reign,  he  was 
every  now  and  then  making  new  grants  to 
the  prince  his  son,  even  though  he  was 
sometimes  maliciously  made  to  believe,  the 
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prince  was  conspirinl^a^wt  him.  Tbs 
prince,  it  is  true,  feU  into  someexcon 
mcident  to  youth  and  idleness,  but  fron 
the  first  part  of  his  life,  and  from  hiiooo- 
duct  after  he  became  king,  we  may  rad^ 
that  those  exceis^pwere  rather  owmgto 
his  fatlier's  jealousy  than  tohisownuatanl 
temper;  for  when  he  was  but  shout  six- 
teen, he  by  his  valour  centnbutedfredy 
to  his  father's  victory  over  the  rem  a 
Shrewsbury,  and  the  very  next  year  hir- 
ing been  entrusted  With  the  comnaodof 
his  fether's  army  against  the  rebels  is 
Wales,  by  his  conduct  and  c(mnge,iR 
gave  them  two  signal  defeats,  by  whidthe 
sained  so  much  esteem,  that  the  king  Us 
father,  from  his  own  natural  and  unlttp|if 
temper,  and  not  from  any  uDdutifbli^' 
haviour  in  his  son,  began  to  growjeiloa 
of  him,  and  therefore  never  aftaw»4 
employed  him  in  any  public  a&irs;  lo 
that  the  excesses  he  fell  mto  probabbpn* 
ceeded  from  the  idleness  of  his  U^wi 
the  activity  of  his  genius,  or  perhapi  tAb 
from  a  design  of  removing  fiom  hisilAff 
all  future  occasions  of  jealousy.  Tl^ii- 
deed,  seems  to  be  confirmed  or  at  bi 
rendered  the  most  probable  om^inMi 
by  his  conduct  afler  neglbecainekB^ir 
immediately  upon   his  accession,  m  k\ 


nished  from  his  presence  all  the  tm^ 
sycophant  upholden  'SU 


nions  and     ^     ^  ^ 

former  debauches,' and  became  mii 

greatest,  and  on^  of  the  most  Anns 

kings    tj^t   ever  sat  upon  the  st^  \ 

throne. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  ni«- 
tion  particularly  all  ,  the  exarai^a  ^ 
could  be  brought,  of  the  gre#t  aDdiirp;<^' 
cable  pravisioi)s  that  have  been  ni^^ 
the  eldest  sons  of  our  kings.  We  Itw! 
not,  it  is  true,  had  many  princes  that  IJi^ 
come  to  man's  estate  in  the  lif^time  «^ 
their  fathers,  but  everf^^  one  of  them  t 
has  done  so,  has  had  an  in  dependent  |0t 
ment  made  upon  him  long  before  Sf 
of  age.  Nay,  even  the  presuApiivei 
of  the  crown  have  always  had  an  mde^ 
dent  settlement  made  upon  them,  gfl«" 
rally  as  sooii  as  they  began  to  bethep«j 
sumptive  heirs  of  the  crown:  For  pro* 
of  this  I  need  bring  no  other  example  ti* 
that  of  the  late  kiug^  James  2,  whenjafe 
of  York,  and  that' of  the  late  qucerflM 
when  princess  of  Denmark;  for  the  «■ 
of  York  had  a  great  settlement  made  tif* 
him  by  parliament,  soon  after  the  reslof* 
tion,  though  he  was  but  presumptiTe  w* 
of  the  crown;  his  brotlier  king  Chs*''^ 
being  then  in  a  capacity  of  baYing  u** 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


19SS1  Prmce 


nee  ^  Wde^ 


l€!^8  AU&aance. 
him  a  more 


efiectual  exckision4haQ^ould  ever  be  at- 


tained by  pIRiatoi^n^lMI  ^  <'^'^  ridicu 
lous  measures  put  it  hi  their  power;   and 


A.  D.  1787-  [1SS6 

been  very  agreeable  to  the  court,  with  re- 
gard to  the  sum  at  first  proposed,  but  the 
r^ht  the  parh*ament  had  to  present  such 
aft  address  was  so  far  from  being  contro- 
the  late  que4^  Ap^^f  when  princess  of  « ^erted,  that  a(^er  the  dispute  about  the 
TPi 1-  L- J  i!i_«^..- .  _^.*i s.  Tgyjjjj  ^3g  settled,  eren  the  courtiers  them- 

l^lves  joined,  the  next  session,  in  the  reso- 
lution for  that  purpose,  which  plainly 
evinces  tffit  power  anrf  the  (duty  of  parlia- 
ment, with  respect  to  their  addressing  for 
having  a  sufficient  provision  settled  mde- 
p^dently  upon  the  heir  apparent  or  pre- 
ranptive  6f  nhe  crown,  and  consequently 
will  froniprecedent  justify  the  motion  I  am 
to  make.  ^ 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  wisdom  and 

^_ good  policy,  that  of  having  the  heir  ap- 

natidl^;  and  that  the'^parliament  may  in-  |  pail^nt  totiie  |^q^n  bred  un  in  a  state  of 

i|se,  I  shall  likewise  -  grandeur  and  mdependency,  is  certainly  a 

maxim  of  great  use  in  all  countries,  but  in 

a  free  country  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

A  fre6j^d^enfe-ous>  education    tends 

greatl^p'oiJETihe  mind,  to  endow  it  with 

shall  proccted'  to  mention  som^offiers  of  i  noble  pd  right  senljments,  and  to  shut  out 
a  late  date.  In  the  f^t  y^  of  king  i  all  mean,  ni«ku)w^and  selfish  views;  there- 
Henry.  4,  the  Lords  4M  X^oraiftns,  ijpon    fore  it  is  the  Snlyproper  education  for  one 


res^i 

^^^    ft      ' 
Denmark,  had  Ukiwise  a  great  settlement 

made  upon  lier  by  authority  of  parliainem^ 

Aough  king  William  and  queen  Mart. were 

Bith  t^n  alive,  and  in  a  cRpktity  ot  hifv- 

ing  o^dren ;  so  tjf^  the  pi^i||cess  Anne, 

when  that  setdement  was  n^ejri^as  but 

the  presumptive  heir  of  the  crown; 

From  theil  precedents  it  appears,  Sir, 

that  the  ii||xini  of  having  an  mdependent 

pr^yvision  settled  upon  the  apparent  or 

presumptive  heir  of  the  crown,  is  a  maxim 

whi^^has  always  be^n  observed  in  this 


terpose  for  that  purpose, 
shew  from  several  precedents.  I  have  al- 
ready mention^  to  you'lhe  addr^  of  the 
House  ^i  Commons  in  faiteur  pf^dward 
the  Black  Prince's  eldest  son,.tber^ore  1 


loonier 


J,  upon 
}T  mo^ns  for  thiT  purpose,  ddped^ 
ing'^thakhis  eklest  ^n,  pnncc 
light  {^created  Prince  of  Wales, 
duke  of  Con^ittjU  &nd  earl  to£  Chestei^ 
and  in  the  samnparliament  the^Commons 
petitioned  the  Jcmg^that  the  charter  of  the 
said  principality  anfl'^ldom,  and  an  act 
of  the  said  creation,  might  be  enrolled 

m  and  entered  upon  recford,  as  an  article 

BgJ^ed  upon  by  parUament;  both  which 

th^king  inomediately  complied  wilfi ;  for 

\  \i^he  hm  beeri^  called  in  by^K|e  peojfle, 

r.  md  raised,  to  tke  tbrone  hf  the  parliament, 
-Mfhad  so  just  «  sense  ofwio-obligations  he 
lay  under  both  to  His  people  and  parlia- 
ment as  not  to  refusei||ny^LSt  request  they 
could  make.  In  thej  reJpn  of  Henry  6, 
the  parliament  not  only  took  care  to  have 
*^  'cicipality  of  Wal^  ijteled  upon 
BdVrara,  eldest  son  W  the  king, 
kewise  declared  and  ascertaiiifd  the 
particular  sum  that  were  to  be  alloi|^!E4^ 
his  table,  tilllfe  came^o  bft  of  the%e^ 
fourteen,  when  he  was  to  ^  put  in-^os- 
session  of  the  whole  revenues  of  the  prin- 
cipality of  Wales,  4^tchy  of  ComwaH,  and 
county  Palatine  of  Chestar.  And  l^at 
lately  in  the  beginning  of  tW  Jreiap  of  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  the  House  of 
Commons  resolved  to  address  thefr  Ma- 
jesties torraake  a  settlement  on  the  princess 
Anne  of  Denmark,  who  was  then  but  pre- 
sumptive heir  of  the  ^rowfk ;  which  reso- 
lution does  not,  it  is  true,  seem  to  have 
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who  is  by  his  birth  to  have  the  chief  rule 
over -any  people;  but  for  one  who  is  to 
have  the  chicsf  ||i]e  over  a  free  people,  such 
an  education  Incomes  absolutely  neces- 
sary^  for,  besides  the  advantages  already 
mentioned,  a  prince  who  has  lived  in  a 
state 'of  jte^om  and  ip dependency  before 

Sbeginoiis  reign,  tf  erfeby  learns  how  to 
a4liutiful  and  obedient  subject,  without 
being  an  abject  slave ;  |nd  by  tasting  in 
his  youth  the  sweets  of  such.. a  delicious 
state,  he  comes  to  know  the  true  value  of 
it,  from  whence  he  must  necessarily  con- 
clude his  subjects  will  not  easily  part  with 
it,  and  therefore,  when  he  comes  to  mount 
the  throne,  he  not  only  knows  how  to 
exact  a  duUful  m^edience  without  expect- 
ing a  slavish  ^bmission;  but  he  will  in 
common  grucSSic^  content  himself  with 
the  formed  bijl^use  he  kijtows  he  cannot 
without  great  danger  aim  at  the  latter. 
Such  a  pnnce  will  always  be  sure  of  being 
'well  served,  be<yuse  he  can  with  patience 
receive  an  honest  and  a  free  advice  from 
his  ministers  and  favourites:  He  will  not 
take  it  ill  to  be  even  controuled  by  his 
council  or  his  parliament;  whereas  a  prince 
educated  in  slavery,  and  advanced  to 
power,  behig  unacquainted  with  any  sort 
of  sub^&sion  but  that  he  has  himself  been 
bred  to,  is  apt  to  look  upon  every  honest 
freedom  as  a  mark  of  oisrespect  or  dis- 
obedienceyttid  as  he  cannot  beaf  smcerity, 
he  may  expect  itever  to  meet  with  it  from 
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taxf  of  hi*  pvatMiadfiriendlt  or  fsrouriteiL 
Tbiw  it  api»ear»  to  be  reqnisitie  both  lor 
the  hoBouv  and  prosporitj  oi  the  prince 
who  i&  to  reigDf  and  Kxr  tKe  ease  aiui  hi^ 
poiett  of  tl^  people  over  whom  he  is  tM^ 
rei^t  Umt  he  aboold  be  bred  up  in  «  stotTlj 
of  freedom  aod  ^ependency>  ^  ^ 

,  But  farther,  Sir,  even  whh  tegard  to 
the  kin^  upon  the  thronei  ^^|||be)aUy  ia 
this  natioay  the  ^raadetir  aod  indepen- 
dency of  his  Heir  Apparent  most  be  of 


•T 


Jidtaen^f&e  Comim 


Mi^an  a 


eeteeoi  whieh  the  Henr  Apparpitt  ac(|uifet 
among  the  people,  is  $o  nor  fj^fugf^being  a 
disadvantage  to  the  king,  that  ItimBt  a}- 
waya  be,  and  rl[a»  alirayd  been  reckoned 
one  of  the  moal  tolkl  Mpporto  of  die 
crown.  The  great  awl  ^^iie  Whg 
Edwaril  %  iAs  so  far  fr6m  bebg  kalous' 
of  any  gVry  or  esteem  the  prinee  his  aon 
naigbt  aequire,  that  in  the.  lk«0i»  bottle 
^Cresav,  he  gaK^e  his  ion  |be  ^fef  com- 
iftiaed (/that  part  of  hisf^'tMk  IRch  waa 
ta  aMaek  the  enemy,  inf  order  that  m  nuf^t 
have  the  sole  gkupy  of  the  victory,  Re- 
serving to  hiniseif  only  Ihe  cononand  of  a 
great  body  in  caie  of  acddentr;  and^dieA 
word  waa  brougfaf  him  that  his  son  ^199  in 
great  dangp>,aMhardlypri|s<blb)^e  ene- 
n^,  bis  answer  wasy  ^  tknovr  ray%6y  haa 

<  eourage,  let  him  b«t  puah  the  eaen)|r,  he 

<  mH  certainly  conquer.    I  ana  loth  to  rob 

<  hki^  G^any  share  ^  that  gt|M^J  seo^^he 

<  is  in  a  lair  way  ^  jptaming.'  l^ch  Wito 
Aat  king's  sentttmenta;  and  in  the  clfegpfpi 
of  Henry  6  to  )m  son  Edward,  it  isex- 
pve$6ly  declared^  that  by  gi^g  due  ho- 
nours to  the  prince,  tlie  tluipi^  was  esta- 
blished, and  the  royal  sceptre  exalted^  and 
therefore,  by  granting  tne  principality  of 
Wales  and  county  paibtine  of  Chester  to 
his  son,  he  consulted  his  own  honour,  the^ 
aecurity  oPthe  royal  famjlir,  and  the  good 
qX  his  people,  rather  thai^J^  prince's  ho- 
nour. From  the  befaavifQimf  all  our  kings 
towards  their  eldest  sons,^e  may  judge 
their  sentiments  have  been  the  same. 
They  have  all  been^  of  t^^^i^ony  that  their  j 
ddest  sons  ought  to  %e  jig  grandeur,  and  ^^ 
that  the  more  honouT'  atfd  esteem  diey 
aoquined,  the  more  they  added  to  the  se- 
ourity^  of  the  throne.  But  how  can.  a  prince 
livo  in  grandeur,  who  has'  nothmg  of  hie 


How  can  w  prince  who*  is^  in  a  continuid 
atat«  a£  dependioney,,  a  continual'Mate  of 
damrjiy  aoquire  eateem  from  those  too  are 
themmves  free  and  independent?  The 
Tovyv  aubimtting  tamely»  to  lite  in  suoh  » 
states  mu|l  deipgate  fronr^biahomrarvand! 


fCftder  fahn  d^apdMii^  ^,  nffwe^  of  ft 
brave  and  a  ftee  peitpfe  vUdi  the  people 
of  this  avtioni,  iMpb,  ifSSmr  ever  conti* 
nue  to  be.  ^ 

Suppose  then,  Sir,  ^rS^ere  no  pre^ 


tfr  ^fident  for  having  a  sulroient  and  an  i^de^ 
^  ^By»dent  providon  settled  upon  the  Prine^ 
of  Wfi^;  si^ppose  there  was'noilfexaM^  ^ 
of  .the  parMiJient's  having  «va^  int^|TO«ffl 
for  thatpunoae ;  yet4tf  ^true  wiadeP  ftnd 
Qenc^  uf  ti(u»  jnctiir  /xpparcui  muse  us  vm.    good  p^pc^rreninre  that  it  mMrala  be  done^,     ^ 
g^t  sewieo  lo  him.    The  a^ection  ofiA  4f  the  making  of  auch  a  settleMnt  canr  cori*     V 

tribute  to  tro  honour  of  thelking,  to  the 
security  of  the  royal  fami];^,^d  to  Ae 
hapMnesa  of  thcf people,  it  u  Tthihg  Aat 
ought  to  be  done :  and  if  it  should  be  mi-  t 
neoeasarily  d^tyed^iM  not  tl^  parii|B»nt 
a  right,  are  we  n^  m  hono«ff,  in '  oatyi^  , 
bouiw  to  mterpos^(knd  to  adfbe  or  peti^^'    ' 


tion  our  soverefg||  that  it  may  be  done  ai       J 
aoo!9  ai^oesible?  But  i^^^  we  consider        1 


the  coiAuili  o^rse  of  p^Deedinn  ki  €biB 

lagrposed,  eVen*Srhoa  th^ 

n^ipade  out  of  anf  gnmll 

il^«but  of  the  kii^  own 

die^Rds  ^d  reveimefcpo 

^9y^i  ^4RPrbe 

w^riffht,  aai  we  ii 


provision^ 

iFoa|the 

fgMkj  out^  thelKds  ^d  revenge^nroh^ 
pei#  b^%iag  tb>  the  <^tfwn»  cnRlrbi^ 
taneea  mcmgent  obout^ur  Qght,  oai  we  in 
*My  to  oiflfcing,  or  to  th^M^ 
and  most  TOserviM  Pri^jjKiis  ddest  soil^ 
delay  requesting  Aati.  tohe  done  whkA 
oaght  to  iHtvO-  l^ei^tfdne  long  before  tM 
time  ?    Especialhrnow,  %r,  that  no.pait 
of  thiit  provisio^Fw  to  come  out  of  thf  j^ 
landi^r  revenues  properly  belongiiA  A 
thecrewn^  Imt  is  wnolly  to  be  taken  i^ib' 
a  Vl^ry  HMbral  grant  long  stneentiade  wfi^' 
the  people  to  the  cro^M||P^  y/rimh  )M^  }  J 
been  of  late  ^M^y  inc^bed  witti  tn    ^^  ^ 
v^  view,  thm  im  hcmbtirable  and  a  ifuiS- 
cient  setdemeni  mi||kt  be  made  updK-  hii 
royal  bigness  me  PrinOe-  o£  Wales  aaaoon 
av  the  same  should  become  aeeeasai^ 

This^  SiiLof  course  leads  me 
der  the  nature  of  that  pai 
no^*  called'  the  citil  Iktn^venue, 
t  will  appear  thaMitet  ^ 


1 


^ropMe,  18    ^ 
imd  equit*  lb  anSieot  timed  tlM'eiiv 
tates'^d  revenues^  properly  bdonging^  td^ 
the  w»wn,  were  suffi^Nit  A»^'|iqppom«r 
theHionour  ai]^  dignity%fthe  cfvwti'j 


<mn^.  or  not  a  sufficteni^  tO'  subsist  on  ?  tjpoyri  Sumiy/^ihe  peajple  wem  d^sa!ge& 
*T  •  1         -.        ^._.?      1    ,,^.nQ,|jix3et  for  thatpufpose,  eneept  a 

small  (Mstom  upon  the  importation  a&dhex- 
portadon  of  goods  and  merchandise :  nee 
g^t,  noaid  wes>ey^ desured^fttun  them^ 
bttt  when '  somif^^ii'aord^ary  expence  Hs^ 
cao»  neconaiy,^  d^&xd&g  me  nalM# 
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Ugiost  pir^les  or  thF!||cteQed  tnyasiend,  of.    ovll  list  revenue. 
£&  vindicating  and  supporting  it$  honovr 
in  son^  a&ir  of  grea^  c4Nisequencc  an4 
of  an  extraordinary  nature ;  out  %  the 
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profu^  liberalltiea  of  soiae  of  our  fojrfrier 
lungs,  and  by  other  accidents,  the  p4|^er 
estate  and  revenue  of  the  crown  came  ati 
l|Mt  to  be  ao  much  dihunisbed,  that  it  was 
i^t  near  suffittent  for  supporting  the  ho- 
aour  and  digAy  of  the  crown  and  royal 
'iana^y^and  ^eiefore  at  the  restoration  of 

^kinflwarles  iy  the  dangerous  tax  caUed 
Tonnye  and  Poundage,  and  the  more 
4awerous  tax  called  Igpccise,  were  est}* 
14i«&ed)  and  granted  to  Chat  king  for  ISl 
life  J  and  at  the  same  time  m  additional 
expue  was  es^ablishd^  in  li«|of  the  wards 
and  liveries  idii^^ere  Umn  abo^ahed, 
4nd  settled  u^on  that  king  and  l^is  pjui^ 
xma  successors  for  ever ;  which  taxes  weii 
partly  for  what  is  now  ^e4the  oli^^ty 
and  the  res^^  for  whlrw^ii^^rthe 
current  service.  ^Several  othiimxes  w3re 
established  in  that^pd  the  foUoiring  reign, 
nnd  intendetybrtnesame  Imposes,  with- 
out d^ngu&y^^or  specifying  any  par- 
ticular immj^  ;  but  It  having  been  foUfid  that 
the  mpdey  granted  by  p^liament .  was 

.iffteOTiipplied  to  ^^ 


purposes  %^  'AKmot  ^u^an  honourableprovision  fordiePrinceof 
#  Brcfn^  thoie  Igtei^ded  by  paj|a*ne;  iber^^ 


ford,  after  ^e  happy  *evQluti6iiK^Wi 
Dut  ym  in  i^^conditio^  of^otifyii^  wtu^ 
formey^ors,  and  remo'vliMlB^Be  of  our 
;  fprme^ievances,  the  cuslOftflbf  appror 
ptiatinj 

ai\d 


respectjhie  grani 
intriiduced  and  est^biUsSed; 
that  time  the  revenyea  gra«iled 
to  the  crqwS^  by  parliamcn^ame  to  be 
distiimuishedSf^to  the  civifflt  jM^veBue, 
and  ^e  current  service  reven^e||the  fhf- 
mer  being  that  wJUfp4ka»  gi«9^  and  ap- 
maprii)|su^y  |£^  for  Mipportina 

the  hondur  and  xugmty  pftj^ft#rown,  and 

Eroviding  for  "' 
_    ittm  th# 

priAMl  by  pari ^^ _,__^ 

fleets  ana  annie^  or  providing  for  any 
<)^|p|^traordii:j|^  public  services. 

%  ord^r  tlt^igffiore  to  determine  what 
bnyi^hesQf  thepublic  charge  were  designed 
bj  ParUai^0^  aiui  purla  la  law  and  equity 
to  be  de^^idout  ofthose  gtaota  Uppro- 
priajt^  ajl^ia^  we  must  examine, 

Sifi  wh^HuS^th^  revenue  waa  amUed  to, 
irmoediately  af^  its  being  first  distinctly 
establishedy  ^I^c^  ^4^aa  ^a.  th#Veign  of  the 
late  king  Wilfiam  ;  and  we  fold  Uiat,  dur- 
ing liis  wtiole  reign,  the  provision  appoint- 
e4for  the  princess  Anne,  of  Denmark  was 
4waja  dMurgy  nywi  aad  paid  out  of  hia 


Then  again,  upon  ins 
late  M^esty's happy  accession  tothe throne* 
^pamiBient  gr^uH^d  and  appropriated 
to  the  civil  lislfth^^Qtfie  taxes  and  reveifbes 
whic|(  had  bMm  gnmted  and  impropriated 
to  the  civil  jisj^hyiing.  the  reign  of  hispre- 
d^QSSorqufeeMnne  }  but  his  late  Majes« 
ty,  in  his  first  spSpech  to  his  parliament, 
took  notiQ|bthai  the  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue, fmajmy  granted  for  the  support  of 
the  civil  Mrajjim^Bt,  w^re  so  &r  mcum« 
bered  an^PURated,  that  the  produce  of 
the  4|tods  whio^i  Umained,  ana  had  been 
iP^ted  to  bun,  would  fall  much  short  of 
wHat  ms  atHlrsi  d^^ed  for  maintaining 
tl^e  honour  and  <9|nity  of  the  crown.  To 
whi<;^  h^^dded,  mat  since  it  was  his  Imp* 
pin^ss  to  ipe  a  prince  of  Wales,  who  might 
m  due^  time  succeed  him  on  the  throne, 
and  to  see  the  prince  blessed  with  many 
children^iiiebest  and  most  valuable  pledgee 
for  his  care  and  concern  for  our  posterity, 
that  must  occasion  an  expence  to  which  the 
naticoi  had  notfor  many  years  been  accus- 
tomed, but  such  as  sure^.  no  man  wocdd 
grucke.  Do  net  theae  words  shew  that  hia 
late  Mfljesty  was  of  opinion,  the  civil  list 
was  unquestionably  to  be^ijbarged  with  mak* 


"}• 


•- 
« 


And  is  it  not  aa  apparent,  t)iat  the 
addition  gvantedit  the  eivil  list  by  parlia- 
ment, in  conseqtMocecf  tkat  speach,  waa 
granted  with  an  intention,  that  such  a  sat* 
UeiQint'should  be  granted  out  of  that  reve- 
niie  to  tha  prince  ef  Wales  as  should  be 
^ufficimt  fbr  supporting  the  dignity  of  hia 
lugh  birth,  and  the  honour  of  the  crownof 
Britain;  tcrwhich  he  waa  hdr  appa- 
ll is  pfoin  his  late  Muesty  meant 
td0k  the  intention  of  nniament  ta 
r  within  ten  days  aner  thalt  law 
e  notified  to  his  parliament,  that 
had  ordered  letteal  patent  for  lOO^OOOi 
royal  hignneas  the  Prinoe  of 
payment  of  anjr  fee*  or 
wermgthe^cammMnan^fa 
o^Excise  and  customs  to  pav  diraetly  to 
the  Prince,  or  his  treasurer,  the  prodace  of 
such  branches  of  the  civil  list  reveaua,  aa 
his  M^sty  should  'appmnt  for  answering 
that  settlement ;  by  wtkkh  his  ro^  high* 
ness  waa  rendered  so  a^»solutely  indap#»r 
deal  of  the  crown,  with  respect  ta  has  owtt 
p*c^r  revenue,  that  he  was  net  so  mnch  aa 
obliged  to  apply  to  Us  Majesty'a  Exchfr* 
qiier  for  the  paymenioOt :  ms  revenua 
(XHildnot  run  in  arreiR  iKn  his  MqesQr^ 
chanceilof  c^tfae  exchequer  could  not  put 
him  off  with  that  qmunon  excuse  for  no^ 
answering  a  just  demand,  that  there  was  a^ 
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money  in  the  Exchequer :  anjj  I  Cannot 
omit  taking  notice,  t|iat  at  the  vei^  saxn^ 
timf ,  in  the  very?  same  sessioPy  thcte  ^ds 
also^  another  act  passed,^  for  enabling  his 
Majesty  to  grant  to  him  the  ]^mcipaUty  of 
Wales,  and  county  pala^D|  tt  Chester^ 
which  were  immediately  aror  graiited  to 
him  accordingly. 

'  Biit  now.  Sir,  to  come  to  Mf  present 
Majesty's  happy  accession  to  K  throne, 
and  that  parliament  which  ^^^aUished  the 
Targe  civil  list,  now  settled  u^n^e  crown. 
During  his  late  Majesty  ^8f  reign,  by  r^ipon 
df  some  very  extraordinary  an4  unconunptit 


beHaU  in  the  Commons  on^e  ;    ^1392 

dignity  of  the  croiln,  and  for  allowing 
100,000^  a  year  for  the  prince  of  Wales : 
l)|£it  the  same  experience  had  shewn  that 
800,QfO/.  per  ann.  was  sufficient  botjb  for 
the  mie,  and  for  the  other  ;  and  thei^efore 
6y  poceeding  upon  the  experience  of  past 
times,  and  upon  that  only,  and  from  thence 
settling  800,000^.  a  year  for  his  present 


disbursements,  ^  ^t  h^been  fo^nd,  |hat'  a 


civil  list  revenue  even  of  ^00,000^  a  year, 
as  it  had  been  managed,  was  notfuffiqient 
to  support  the  honour  and  digi^fy  of  the 
crown,  and  to  pay  100,000/.  a  year  to  the 
prince  of  Wales;  for  which  t^ason  several 
addition;^  sums  had  been  granted*  in  that 
reign  to  the  civil  list,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  1,300,000/.  which  made  the  civil 
list  during  that  reign  amount,  at  an  average, 
to  803,000^  a  year ;  therefore  his  present 
Majesty,  inhisispeech  from  the  throne,  told 
his  parliament,  ne  was  persuaded  that  the 
experience  of  pastimes  would  prevail  u^n 
them  to  shew  a  due  regard  to  the  honour .  .that  wi 
and  dignity  of  the  crown  ;  which  the  par-^  —  j  — 
liameiH,  without  examiidhg  into  the  rea- 
sons of  that  past  experience,  immediately 
complied  with,  and  settled  upon  his  present 
Majesty  for  his  life,  what  the  experience 
of  past  times  had  shewn  to  be  necessary, 
ana  what  had  actually  been  given  to,  though 
not  settled  upon  his  fether,  with  this  re- 
markable improvement,  t^  if  the  taxes  aj^ 
propriated  for  that  purpos^eprofoced  ^ore, 
the  surplus  should  belong  to  his'  Majes^, 
but  if  they  produced  less  than  80Q,000fe^a 
year,  the  deficiency  should  be  made  good 
Dy  parliament;  wnici  new  improvement 
seems  to  have  had  great  influence  upon 
some  of  our  measures  since  that  time; 
for  it  seems  to  have  made  us  endeavour,  as.: 
much  as  possible,  to  increase  the  produce 
of  those  taxes  in  which  the  civil  list  has  the 
greatest  share.  Now  I  would  gladly  know, 
what  his  present  Majesty  meant,  or  what 
the  parliament  meant,  by  the  experience  of 
past  times,  which  was  the  only  ground  for 
the  resolution  they  came  to  with  respecj 
to  the  civil  lists ;  sure  they  both  meant  thai 
an  honourable  anda sufficient  provision  for 
the  prince  of  Wales  should  be  chargeable 
upon  the  civil  lirt  revenue,  and  upon  that 
only  ;  for  the  expeHence  of  past  tunes  had 
shewn  that  700,00tf.  a  year  was  not  suffi- 
cient  for   supportbg    the   honour  and 

B 


Majesty^s  civil  list,  both  lijg^Majesty  and 
Q  certainly  have 


his  parliament  must  then 
meant,  that  out  of  that  revenue  ^si^Bcjent^ 
provisicm  should  be  settled  Upon  h^  rfxytl'^ 
nighness,  as  soon  as  his  future  circum- 
slances  should  require  such  a  settle- 
it^ent  to  be  made  :  from  all  which  I  must 
conclude,  that  the  million  I  am  to  make 
for  this  purpo^l  is  a  wti^n  founded  both 
upotvjaw  and  equity.  *  %'''p. 
.  Il|hiq)c,  Sir,  I  have  now  shewn  that  ac- 
cording to  law,*Uccording  to  equity  and 
consci^ce,  a^oc|^ng  to  wisdom  and  good 
poUcy,  sm^  accorain^  tp  precedent,  his 
'  royal  highness  the  l^mce  of  Wales  ought 
to  have  a  tm>^on  selfed  upon  him,  sim- 
cient  for  supj^umng  tf^digu|y  &nd  gi^^- 
deur  <tf  his  nigh  birth ;  ai9  wat  the  par- 
liament not  only  has  a  right,  but^ought  to 
interpo|e,  and  advise  his  Majesty^k)  do 
itf^-law,  in  equity,  in  wiMom^ ' 
said  accordfflg^  nrecedent,  :9Ught  to  be 
dohc^  '  The  next^iQ  questions  that  will 
naturally  occur^  tliiis  afi^r,  are,  When 
that  setuom^  might  to  be  madel^.  And 
what  may  oe  thought  a  sufficient  <«ettle- 
ment?  As  to  the  ^^e  when  it  flftght  to 
be  made:  It  ought  (SeTUioly  to  qpre  been ' 
made  long  before  now.  The  mind  of 
every  man  ^^^rmed  early  in  his  youth. 
'  Those  .x^ons  atM  sentiments  which  are 
early  imHbed,  take^eep  root,  and  are 
seldom  or  never  sMKiKofF.  jf  then  an 
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been:  king  Henry 5,, 
upon  his  eldest  son 
kmg  Edward  1,  before 
Edward  3,  made  a  settlement  upon  his 
eldest  son,  Edward  the  Blackjprince,  be- 
fore he  was  three  years  of  age ;  ^nd  within 
a  few  months  after  the  d#ath^Q^^Vbp>^<^^» 
the  Commons  addressed  th^  kin^o  make 
a  settlement  upon  that  prince's  ddest  son, 
who  by  his^ather's  a^th^was  become 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown.  The  Post 
Office  and  Wine  License  revenues  were 
settled  by  parliament  upon  the  duke  of 
York,  who  w«f  but  pr^fbnif tive  heir  of 


^  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC  | 


.1393] 


Prince  qfJVales*s  AUowince. 


K  I>.  17S7. 


[1394 


,the  crown^  within  three  years  after  his 
brother  king  Charles  2d^s  restoration.  A 
settlement  was  made  upon  the  princess 
Anne  of  Denmark,  who  was  likewise  but 
presumptive  heir  of  tlie  crown^  in  pur- 
suance of  an  address  for  that  purpose 
.from  the  House  of  Commons,  the  very 
first  year,  dr  the  beginning  of  the  second 
year,  of  the  reign  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary.  And  his  late  Majesty  or- 
dered letters  patent  for  making  a  settle- 
ment upon  the  present  king,  then  Pk-ince 
of  Wales,  within  ten  days  after  the  parlia- 
ment had  granted  him  a  fund  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  short.  Sir,  look  over  all  our  nis- 
tories,  examine  all  former  precedents,  I 
believe  no  example  can  be  found,  where 
the  making  of  such  a  settlement  has  been 
80  long  delayed,  as  in  the  present  reign: 
What  may  be  the  reason  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine ;  but  I  am  sure  there 
never  was  a  Prince  of  Wales  who  better 
deserved  it,  nor  a  crown  revenue  that 
could  better  spare  it.  It  ought,  in  m^ 
opinion,  to  have  been  done  as  soon  as  his 
royal  highness  arrived  in  England,  espe- 
cially as  ne  was  then  of  full  age,  and,  as 
^very  one  that  has  the  honour  and  happi- 
ness to  know  him  must  grant,  extremely 
capable  to  govern  his  own  affidrs;  and 
since  it  is  not  yet  done,  it  is  high  time  for 
US  to  take  the  same  liberty  former  parlia- 
ments have  often  taken,  it  is  high  time 
for  us  to  desire  that  it  may  be  done. 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  what  may  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  settlement  for  his  Royal 
Highness,  I  think  there  cannot  prc^erly  be 
any  question  about  it,  because  it  seems  to 
have  Deen  determined  by  that  parliament 
which  establi^ed  the  Civil  List  in  the 
late  king^s  reign,  and  also  by  that  paiiia- 
ment  which  established,  and  from  the  ex- 
perience of  past  times  increased,  the  pre- 
sent Civil  List  revenue.  Both  were  cer- 
tainly of  opinion,  and  the  latter  have,  I 
think,  very  expressly  determined,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  tlie  present  IVince  of 
Wales  was,  and  ought,  to  have,  at  least 
100,00(tf.  a  year  seUled  upon  him,  out  of 
the  lar^e  Civil  List  they  then  granted;  for 
what  else  could  they  mean  by  settling  a 
Civil  List  revenue  of  800,000^  a  year  ? 
The  experience  of  past  times,  which,  as  I 
huve  said,  was  then  the  only  ground  for 
increasing  that  revenue,  had  Siewn  that 
700,000/.  a  year  was  sufficient  for  support- 
ing the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown, 
without  including  what  was  to  be  allowed 
the  Ptince  of  Wales;  and  therefore  by 
their  addmg  to  that  yearly  sum  100|000lL 

[VOL.  IX.] 


a  year  more,  and  granting  a  Civil  List  re- 
venue of  800,000r  a  year  at  least,  it  must 
be  supposed  they  meant  and  intended  that 
the  100,000/.  they  had  jk>  added  to  the 
Civil  List  revenue,  more  than  what  die 
experience  of  past  times  has  shewn  to  be 
sufficient  for  maintaining  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  dbould  be  settled 
upon  ue  present  Prince  of  Wales^  besides 
the  princapality  of  Wales,  dutchy  of  Corn- 
wall, and  county  Palatine  of  Chester,  in 
the  same  manner  as  it  had  been  settled 
upon  the  present  king,  while  he  was  Prince 
01  Wales:    And  indeed  from  the'very  na- 
ture of  the  thing  we  are  to  judge  so ;  for 
what  reason  ccmid  they  then  think  of,  or 
what  reason  can  now  be  assigned,  why  the 
present  Prince  of  Wales  should  live  in  less 
grandeur  than  his  Either  did  whilst  he  was 
Prince  of  Wales,  or  why  the  same  gran- 
deur might  be  supported  at  a  less  expence 
than  had  been  b^ore  necessary  ?    I  can 
think  of  no  reason  but  one,  whicn  is,  That 
the  nation  is  not  so  rich  as  it  was  former- 
ly :   This,  indeed,  may  at  last  come  to  be 
a  good  reason  for  diminishing  the  allow- 
ance or  settlement  for  the  Prince  of  Wales; 
and  it  is  a  reason  for  which,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  it,  I  think  there  is  too  good  a  founda- 
tion;  but  then  it  is  a  reason  for  diminish- 
ing every  other  article  of  the  public  ex- 
pence,  especially  that  belonging  to  the 
Civil  List ;  and  I  am  far  from  thinking  the 
provision  for  the  Prince  of  Waks  is  the 
first  we  ought  to  begin  mth;  for  if  any 
judgment  can  be  formed  from  the  expe- 
rience of  past  times^  100,000/.  a  year,Jbe- 
sides    the    now  exhausted  revenues    of 
Wales,  Cornwall,  and  Chester,  is  the  lea^ 
provision  we  can  as  yet  think  of  allowing 
for  supporting  the  dignity  and  grandeur 
of  the  heir  apparent  to  our  crown.    I 
shall  therefore  take  it  for  granted,  till  I 
hear  it  contradicted,  that  it  is  now  high 
time  the  provision  for  the  Prince  of  Walei 
should  be  settled  in  the  usual  way,  and 
that  100,000/.  a  jear  out  of  the  Civil  List 
is  the  least  provision  we  can  suppose  neces^ 
sary,  and  the  least  the  parliament  that 
established  the  present  Civil  List  designed 
he  should  have:    These  two  points  I  shall 
now,  I  say,  take  for  granted^  but  if  both, 
or  either  oe  controverted,  I  shall  beg  leave 
to  explain  myaelf  more  fully  upon  this 
head,  unless  some  other  eentleman  who  it 
of  the  some  opinion  wim  me,  and  more 
capable  of  giving  the  reasons  fW  his  opi- 
nion, rises  up,  and  saves  me  that  trouble. 
For  this  reason  I  shall  not  now  take  up 
your  time  with  enlarging  further  upon 
[4U] 
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Ehese  twa  questionSy  but  shall  take  the 
Liberty  to  make  you  this  motion, 

<<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
^  to  his  Majesty  to  express  the  just  sense 
(<  tiiis  House  has  of  his  Majesty's  grqat 
X  goodness  and  tender  regard  for  the  last^ 
^<  ing  welfare  andhaj^iness  of  his  people,  in 
'<  the  njarriafie  of  ms  royal  hignness  the 
=<  J?rince  of  Wa,lej5 ;  and  as  this  House  can- 
'*  pot  oipit  apy  opportunity  o^sbewing their 
'<  zeal  and  regard  for  his  Majesty's  honour 
X  and  the  pro^or^  of  his  family,  humbly 
'•*  to  beseech  his  Majesty^  that  in  cbnside- 
'<  ration  at  the  high  rank  and  dignity  of 
^  their  royal  highnesses  tbe  Prince  and 
^  Princess  of  Wale^,  and  their  many  emi- 

<  nent  virtues  an4  (^[lerits^,  he.  would  be 

*  graciously  plea^e4  to  setue  100,000/.  a 

*  year  on  the  Prinze  of  Wales,  out  of  the 
^  revenues  cheerfully  grasted  to  his  Ma- 

*  jesty,  for  the  lexpenccs  of  his  civil  go- 
^  vemment,  and  better  supporting  the 

<  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  for  enabling 

<  his  Majesty  to  make  an  honourable  pro- 
«  vision  for  his  royal  family  in  the  same 
'*  manner  his  Majesty  enjoyed  it  belbre  his 
X  happy  accession  to  the  throne;  and  also 
^  humbly  to  beseech  his  Majesty  to  settle 

*  the  like  jointure  on  her  royal  highness. 

*  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as  ner  Majesty 
<had  when  she  was  Princess  of  Wales ; 

*  and  to  assure  his  Maiesty,that  this  House 
■*  will  enable  Iiim  e&ctually  to  perform 

*  th^  same,  9B  nothing  will  more  conduce 
'  to  the  strengthening  his  Majesty's  go- 

<  vemment,^  than  honourably  supportmg 

*  the  dign^  of  their  Royal  Highness, 

*  from  whom  we  hope  to  Sjee  a  numerous 

*  issue,  to  deliver  down  the  blessings  of  bis 

*  Majesty's  reign  to  latest  posterity." . 

I  know,  Sir,  that  several  arguments  may 
)e  made  use  of  against  this  motion,  ar^p* 
nents  which  may  seem  to  be  of  dignity 
tnd  weight,  because  they  can  come  &om 
none  but  such  as  are  in  high  stations,  who 
or  that  reason  ought  never  to  oppose  what 
8  just  and  honourable,  and  much  less 
>aght  4)iey  upon  any  occasion  to  make 
ise  of  weak  or  trifling  objections.  By  such 
>er8on8  it  may  be  said,  that  the  presenting 
)f  such  an  address  will  be  a  sort  of  inter- 
neddling  m  the  domestic  affair  between 
ather  and  son,  which  the  Parliament  has 
lb  title,  nor  ever  ought  to  intermeddle 
fith  upon  any  occasion :  but,  Sir,  I  must 
}eg  leave  to  insist  upon  it,  that  our  pre- 
lenting  such  an  address  cannot  be  called 
nterraeddling  in  any  affairs  either  public 
)r  private ;  it  is  onl^  offering  advice  to  our 
lovereign  in  an  afiau:  of  great  consequence 


to  the  nation  in  general,  and  that  we  Kave 
not  onl^  a  right,  but  are  in  duty  bound  to' 
do,  as  oflen  as  we  find  it  necessary.  It  is 
an  advice  which  I  am  sure 'kis  ministers 
oug^t  io  have  given  him :  if  they  have  not, 
they  have  been  deficient  hi  their  duty,  and 
the  Parliapeht  ought  to  make  up  tiiat  de- 
ficiency :  if  they  have  been  so  uiithful  as 
to  offer  the  same  advice,  and  have  not  s^> 
ceeded,  which,  for  what  I  know,  nui^  oe 
the  case,  the  Address  propose]^  beCom^ 
absolutely  necessary ;  it  is  what  the  minis- 
ters ought  to  be  fond  of,  because  the  Ad- 
dress of  Parliament  will  add  weight  to  the 
food,  though  unsuccessful,  advice  they 
ave  gLven.  Then,  Sir,  with  respect  even 
to  the  domestic  afiairs  of  the  royal  family, . 
they  ought  to  be  considered  in  a  two-fold  ' 
respect :  if  they  are  such  as  may  contribute 
to  the  honour  and  happiness  of  the  nation 
in  genera],  or  such  as  may  tend  to  the  dis- 
honotlr  of  the  kingdom,  or  to  the  bringing . 
of  any  misfprtune  upon  the  people,  they 
then  come  to  be  W  a  public  nature,  and  if 
any  false  step  be  made,  or  any  necessanr 
step  neglected,  or  too  long  delayed,  it  m 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  interpose ;  and 
of  this  sort  surely  is  that  affiur  to  which 
the  address  now  proposed  relates. 

It  may  likewise  be  said,  that  the  King  is 
the  only  judge  of  the  time  when  it  is  proper , 
to  make  a  ^ttlement  up^n  his  ^val  mg^-  '' 
ncss  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ana  of  tfe 
amount  of  the  revenue  that  may  haproper 
or  necessary  for  that  purpote  To  this^ 
Sir,  the  ^aswer  is  verjr  plain  and  easjr^ 
There  are  many  things  m  which  the  King 
has  by  his  prerogative  the  sole  power  of  . 
judging  or  acting ;  and  yet  in  such  cases,4f  ^ 
any  wrong  measuife  happens  to  be  pursued^ 
or  any  propef  measure  neglected,  the  Par- 
Uamelit  is  m  duty  bound  to  act  the  part  of 
a  faithful  counsellor  to  their  sovereign^ 
and  adi^ertise  him  qf  ;^hat  they  ima^gine  to 
be,  wr^ng»  The  tw©  Houses  of  Parliament^ 
or  either  of  them,  may  not  ohly  offer  their 
advice,  but  they  may  go  much  further^ 
they  may  examine  intathe  affiur,  and  may 
punish  tholie  who  by  their  weakness  or 
wickedne^  have, given  his  Majesty  bad 
counsel.  The  Kmg  has  the  sole  power  oT 
making  treaties  of  peace  or  alliance,  and 
of  declaring  war,  ana  yet  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  said  that  the  Parliament  ovight  never  to 
interfetsb,  no  not  sa  much  as  by  an  Ad- 
dress, in  any  case  of  that  nature :  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  said  that  the  Parliament  ma,f 
not  only  address  upon  such  occasions,  but 
may  punish  those  ipini^ters  who  shall  ad- 
vise hk  Majesty  to  engagp  the  nation  in 
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dangerous  and  disstructive  treaties,  or  who 
BhalT  advise  him  to  avoid  a  war,  when  both 
the  honour  and  the  interest  of  the  nation 
make  it  necessary.    Therefore,  though  his 
Majesty  be  tlie  only  j|4ge9  when  a  settle- 
ment ought  to  be  made  upon  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  what  that  settlement  ought 
to  bc,^  yet  the  Parliament  may  certainly 
interpose  by  an  address,  when  the  making 
of  that  settlement  is  too  long  delayed; 
and  now  that  bis  JjKoyal  Highness  is  not 
only  of  age,  but  is  married,  and  as  it  were 
cmancipiSed  out  of  his  father's  family,  it  is 
certainly  high  time  for  the  Parliament  to 
interpose :   surely  it  is  not  fit  his  Royal 
Highness  should  now  depend  upon  his 
father,  or  rather  upon  his  father's  minis- 
ters, for  every  shillmg  he  may  have  occa- 
sion for :  the  very  mought  raises  in  my 
xnind  such  ridiculous  ideas,  that  it  is  with 
,^      the  utmost  difficulty  I  can  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing myself  in  a  manner  far  below  the 
dignity  of  the  subject:    nothing,  indeed, 
could  prevent  it  but  the  great  esteem,  the 
high  regard  I  have  for  the  illustrious  per- 
sons who  seem  to  be  concern^. 
^    In  the  next  place,  Sir,  it  may  be  said 
•  -  that  his  Majestji  has  a  legal  right  to  the 
civil  list  revenue  as  now  establi^ed ;  and 
*^  that  the  Address  proposed  would  be  a  sort 
^of  encroachment  upon  that  right.    I  shall 
%,  ^f  eadily  grant  that  his  Majesty  has  a  legal 
ri^ht  to  the  civil  list  revenue,  so  he  like- 
wise has  a  legalri^ht  to  the  revesue  for  the 
current  service  of  the  year,  and!  think  we 
.  but  lately  passed  a  law  for  hanging  i>r  tran- 
sporting those  who  go  armed  wi^h  a  design 
to  rob  or  disappoint  him  either  of  the  one 
or  the  pther,  wnich  is  more  than  any  sub- 
2j«ct  in  the  kingdom  has  for  the^protection 
of  any  s^  of  property ;  but  as  both  diese 
revenues  are  granted  by  parliament  for 
i  certain  and  particjiil^r  uses,  both  ought  to 
be  applied  fo  those  uses  for  which  they 
wer^  granted,.^;  and  the  parliament' has  a 
]»^t  to  ifi^t  upon  their  being  so  applied. 
The  civil  list  revenue  was  granted  for  sup- 
porting tlft  t^nour  and   dignity  of  the 
crown,  and  making  a  suffifient  provision 
,  for  the  whole  royal  family  ;'*4nd  if^any  paijt 
of  that  revenue  should  berburloined,  hoard- . 
cd,  or  misapplied  hw  th?  Xin^s  ministers, 
^  antf  the  honour  ana  ^gnity  of  the  crbwti 
^^in^lected,  or  any  branq^  of  the  royal  fa- 
m^  not  sufficiently  provided  for,  Ae  par- 
liament has  as  good  aright  to  address, 
and  even  t|0  enquire  into  mat  ipisappliciu 
tion,  as  they  would  have  to  enquire  into 
jthe  misapplication  of  the  revenue  provided 
,ft^r  the  current  service,  in  case  any  part'  o|f 


that  revenue  should  be  applied  to  other 
purposes,  and  those  services  neglected  for 
which  it  was  intended  by  parliament. 

Lastly,  Sir,  it  may  be  said,  diat  such  an 
Address  would  look  something  like  a  par- 
liamentary resumption ;  that  it  would  look 
as  if  the  parlisunent  were  going  to  resume 
and  take  back  from  his  Majesty  what  wa« 
lon^  since  granted  by  parhament  and  set- 
tled upon  him  during  his  life.  I  confess. 
Sir,  I  do  not  like  resumptions  of  any  kind; 
I  am  always  sorry  whea  I  find  there  is 
occasion  for  them;  but  nevertheless  a  re- 
sumption may  sometimes  become  reason- 
able :  when  the  cause  of  granting  any  re- 
venue ceases,  the  grant  itself  ought  to- 
cease,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  re- 
sumed, or  applied  to  some  other  purpose. 
For  this,  even  with  respect  to  the  civil  list 
revenue,  we  have  a  late  precedent  in  point: 
J^1699,  the  parliament  granted  to  kine 
vVilliam  a  civil  list  revenue  of700,00o£ 
per  ann.  for  the  service  of  his  household 
and  family,  and  other  hi^  necessary  ex« 
pences  and  occasions.  This  grant  was  by 
law  settled  upon  that  king  during  his 
life;  yet  in  1701,  we  find  he  resumed 
100,000^.  a  year,  part  of  this  700,000^ 
civil  list  revenuCfiana  applied  it  toward  the 
payment  of  the  public  debts,  for  this  express 
reason,  because  the  occasions  for  which 
the  said  100,000^.  was  given,  were  thea 
ceased.  This,  I  say,  is  a  precedent  in 
point,  for  a  resiyption  after  the  cause  of 
granting  has  &ased ;  and  from  a  parity  of 
reason,  if  it  should  be  afterwards  found  the 
cause  of  granting  did  not  require  near  so 
large  a  grant  as  was  at  first  imagined,  and 
therefore,  actually  granted,  ought  not 
some  part  of  that  grant  to  be  resumed,  or 
applied  to  some  omer  puipose  ?  So  that  if 
it  could  be  suf^osed  that  a  less  reveiyie 
than  what  was  intended  by  parliament 
w^uld  be  sufficient  for  the  Prince  of  Wal^s, 
trcre  would  be  some  reason  for  re- 
sumption ;  but  I  am  far  from  supposing 
any  such  thing;  the  Address  I  have  pro- 
posed shews  the  contrary,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  presumed  that  my  motion  has 
the  least  tendency  towards  a  designed  re- 
sumption ;  it  is  only  fbr  having  a  part  of 
the  civil  list  revenue  applied  to  that  use  for 
which  it  was  granted  by  parliament,  and 
to  which  it  ought  in  law,  in  equity,  and  in 
wisdom  and  good  policy,  to  be  applied ; 
theriefore  I  hope  my  motion  for  thai  pur- 
pose will  be  unaniniously  agreed  to.  The 
Answer  was  by 

Sir  Robert  WdpoU  to  the  following  ef- 
fect; 
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Sir :  I  rise  up  to  offer  you  my  senti- 
ments upon  the  motion  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  now  been  pleased  to 
make  to  you ;  but  I  must  begin  wifh  de- 
claring, Uiat  I  neyer  rose  up  to  speak  upon 
any  amir  in  this  House  with  a  deeper  con- 
cern, a  greater  reluctancy,  than  I  do  upon 
the  affiur  now  before  you.  I  shall  most 
readily  agree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, it  is  indeed  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, but  it  is  of  so  sad,  of  so  melancholy 
a  concern  that  I  am  sorry  it  ever  should 
have  been  mentioned,  or  that  any  such 
motion shouldhave  been madein  this  House. 
I  am  sure  the  honourable  gentleman  does 
i\ot  view  it  in  the  same  light  I  do;  if  he 
did,  I  am  convinced  he  would  have  been 
the  last  to  have  mentioned  it,or  to  have  ad- 
vised its  being  mentioned  in  either  House 
of  Parliament,  and  therefore,  whenhe  con- 
siders it  seriously,  I  hope  he  will  withdraw 
the  motion  he  has  maae ;  for  if  he  should 
insist  upon  it,  he  must  necessarily  bring 
every  gentleman  of  this  House  under  one 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  any  man  ever 
was,  or  ever  can  be  in.    It  is  an  affair  of 

J)roperty,  it  is  a  question  by  which  the 
egal  property  of  the  crown  itself  is  to  be 
determined ;  and  in  such  a  case,  must  not 
every  gentleman  be  under  the  greatest 
difficulty  how  to  give  his  vote  or  his  opi- 
nion? By  declaring  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion, he  may  seem  to  injure  the  royal  fa- 
ther his  sovereign;  by  declaring  against 
it,  he  may  seem  to  mjure  the  royd  s^ 
and  apparent  heir  to  the  crown.  As  I 
have  tlie  honour  to  know  particularly  the 
wisdom  and  the  virtue  or  both  the  royal 
persons  concerned,  I  can  give  my  opimon 
with  the  more  freedom ;  because  I  am  sure 
^.either  of  them  will  think  himself  injured 
by  a  gentleman's  giving  his  opinion  or  his 
vote  freelv  ih  parliament ;  and  I  am  sure  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  so 
much  wisdom,  and  so  true  a  sense  of  filial 
duty,  that  he  wijl  never  look  upon  any 
thing  as  a  favour  done  to  him,  if  it  has  the 
least  tendency  toward3  o&ring  anindignity 
to  his  royal  father. 

That  there  is  no  affidr  of  an  importance 
too  hiffh  for  the  considefration  of  parlia- 
ment 1  shall  admit ;  but.  Sir,  there  are 
many  affiurs  of  a  nature  so  delicate,  that 
neither  wisdom  nor  good  policy  will  allow 
of  the  parliament's  taking  them  into 
their  consideration;  and  if  ever  there 
'  Wfts  an  affiiir  in  which  the  parliament 
ou^ht  to  avoid  giving  judgment,  the 
mSSit  now    before  you  ii  one.      From 
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our  passing  judgment  in  sadi  an  affiur, 
every  man  without  doors   will  imagine 
that  there  is  a  private  mistake  or  dis- 
pute between  his  Majesty  and  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  such  an  opmion,  if  it  should 
g^erally  prevail,  may  be  of  the  most  dan- 
erous  consequence  to  both.     We  should 
therefore  if  possible  avoid  giving  any  judg- 
ment in  this  a&ir ;  but  as  for  complying 
widi  the  motion,  if  it  were  in  our  inclina- 
tion, I  do  not  think  it  is  in  our  power ;  it 
woiild  be  a  violation  of  property,  a  taking 
from  ^e  King  a  part   of  that  property 
which  is  already  established  in  him  by  act 
of  parliament,  and  to  which  he  has  as  good 
a  right  as  any  private  man  in  the  kingaom 
has  to  any  private  property  he  does  or  can 
possess ;  f<ff  thoueh  the  parliament  has  a 
po^er  to  appropriate  money  to  particular 
uses  at  the  time  it  is  ^pranted,  yet  after- 
wards they  have  no  such  power;  and  it 
has  always  been  a  rule  of  tnis  House,  not 
to    enter  into    any    consideration  about 
money  once  granted  to  the  crown,  without 
first  havins  the  consent  of  the  crown. 
Hie  civil  list  revenue  has  already  been 
granted  to  his  Majesty;  when  we  made 
that  grant,  #e  mi^t  luive  ordered  the 
application  of  it  to  particular  uses,  and 
might  have  gone  so  far  as  to  have  appro- 
priated a  particular  sum  to  eadi  rc»ipec- 
tive  use ;  such  a  particular  appropriation 
might  perhaps,  and  I  think  with  reason 
too,  have  been  thought  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  crown ;  but  I  shall  not  now 
controvert  that  point;  no  such  particular 
appropriation  was  then  made,  and  as  it 
was  not  made  at  the  time  that  revenue 
was  granted,  we  have  now  no  power  to 
make  any  such  particular  appropriation, 
with  respect  to  any  parts  of  it,  or  with 
respect  to  any  use  to  which  any  part  of  it 
ought  to  be  applied;  and  much  less  have 
we  now  a  right  or  a  power  to  prescribe  to 
his  Majesty,  what  part  of  the  civil  list  re- 
venue ought  to  be  applied  towards  main- 
taining the  honour  and  digni^  of  his  eldest 
son,  or  in  what  manner  that  a^ication 
oughttobetfiade.   However,  this  will  best 
appear  from  considering  the  several  argu- 
ments made  use  of  in  lavour  of  the  mo- 
tion, which  1  shall  take  upon  me  to  do  in 
as  brief  a  manner  as  1  can. 

As  for  the  maxim  so  much  insisted  on. 
That  the  yrince  of  Wales  ou^t  always  to 
have  a  separate  and  distinct  provisicm,  and 
settled  upon  him  in  a  manner  as  to  be 

?uite  independent  of  the  King  his  &Aer» 
never  heavd  we  had  such  a  maxim^  in 
Qur  constitutioDi  nor  can  I  see  how  it  it 
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SossSrie  to  make  a  son  altogether  indepen- 
ent  of  his  father,  and  much  less  to  make 
a  subject  altogether  independent  of  his  so* 
^ereign.  The  latter  would,  I  am  sure,  be 
a  very  great  solecism  in  politics,  and  the 
former,  whatever  may  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  royal  families,  has,  I  am  certain, 
-often  produced  great  misfortunes  in  pri- 
"vate.  It  is  true  the  custom  has  generally 
been  for  our  kings  to  settle  some  estate  by 
patent  or  charter  upon  their  eldest  sons, 
and  those  charters  nave  often  been  con- 
firmed by  act  of  Parliament;  but  I  cannot 
see  a  good  reason  for  saying,  that  Uie 
making  of  such  a  settlement  is  absolutely 
necessary,  or  that  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
crown  cannot  be  educated,  or  cannot  live 
in  a  proper  manner  without  it ;  for  that 
dependency  which  the  son  of  a  great  fa- 
miiy  naturally  has  upon  his  fisither,  can  no 
way  tend  toward  the  debasing  of  his 
mind ;  and  the  dignity  and  sprandeur,  even 
of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  may  be  as  weU  sup- 
ported by  a  yearly  allowance  as  by  a  per- 
petual and  independent  settlement  jPor 
this  reason  there  never  was  anv  regulation 
expressly  established  in  this  kingdom  for 
providing  an  independentsettlement  for  the 
Prince  of  Wales ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the 
making  of  such  a  provision,  and  the  man- 
ner of  settling  that  provision,  have  always 
been  left  entirely  to  the  King  upon  the 
throne,  nor  has  the  parliament  ever,  or  but 
very  seldom,  intermeddled  in  that  a&ir, 
unless  when  applied  to  by  the  King  or  hj 
some  persons  under  his  direction,  and  that 
application  has  generally  proceeded  from 
some  other  reasons  besides  that  of  making 
a  setdement  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

It  is  not  so  much  as  pretended,  Sir,  that 
any  of  those  grants  made  by  king  Henry 
3  to  his  son  Edward  proceeded  tcom  the 
interposition  of  parliament.  On  the  con- 
trarv,  it  is  evident,  they  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  the  politics  of  the  court  at  that 
time,  and  those  politics  were  not  founded 
upon  the  maxim  of  making  the  Prince  in- 
dependent, but  upon  s  design  of  gaining 
the  auctions  of  the  people  in  those  coun- 
tries which  had  been  but  lately  subdued, 
it  having  been  thought  more  Honourable 
for  them  to  be  governed  by  the  kin^s 
eldest  son,  than  by  anj  other  subject.  In 
like  manner  we  know  that  none  of  the 
grants  made  by  Edward  3,  to  his  son  Ed- 
ward, the  Black  Prince,  proceeded  from 
any  address  or  application  from  parlia- 
ment ;  for  though  they  were  most  oi  them 
confirmed  by  parliament,  yet  it  appears 
Ihai  all  those  confirmations  were  obtained 


and  passed  at  the  desire  of  the  King  him- 
self; and  here  likewise  it  may  be  said, 
and  I  believe  with  justice  too,  that  the 
erecting  of  Cornwall  into  a  duchy,  and 
settling  it  upon  the  eldest  son  of  every 
future  king,  as  also  the  erecting  of  Guienne 
and  Gasccmy  into  a  principality,  and 
granting  it  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  a  design  of  domg  ho» 
nour  to  those  countries,  than  firom  any  de- 
sign of  making  the  prince  absolutely  mde- 
pendent  of  his  father ;  for  we  find  it  was 
a  common  practice  in  former  days  to  erect 
a  country  or  province  into  a  duchy  or 
principahty,  by  way  of  doing  honour  to 
the  country,  and  in  recompence  for  some 
good  services  performed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. Thus  we  find  the  county  c^  Ches- 
ter was  erected  into  a  principality  by 
Richard  2,  because  the  militia  of  that 
county  had  countenanced  and  enforced 
his  most  arbitrary  measures  during  hs 
famous  parliament  at  Shrewsbury;  and 
every  one  knows  that  it  has  always  been 
reckoned  an  honour  to  any  city  or  pro- 
vince to  adopt  it  as  a  titl^  for  any  of  the 
princes  of  the  royal  family ;  therefore  we 
are  not  to  conclude  that  the  grants  made 
to  former  princes  of  Wales  are  a  sufficient 
authority  tor  establishing  it  as  a  maxim» 
that  every  prince  of  Wales  ought  to  have 
a  separate  and  independent  provisicm  set- 
tled upon  him.  ^ 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  those  cases 
mentioned  where  the  parliament  have  ac- 
tually interposed.  In  the  case  of  prince 
RicKard,  eldest  son  of  Edward  the  black 
Prince,  it  is  very  probable  that  application 
from  parliament  was  procured  by  the  king 
himself,  in  order  to  disappoint  any  hopes 
the  duke  of  Lancaster,  his  second  son,  ^ 
might  have  of  succeeding  to  the  throne; ' 
but  suppose  it  was  not  procured  by  the 
king  himself,  as  there  was  then  some  jea- 
lousy in  the  nation  that  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster would  endeavour  to  usurp  the 
crown  after  his  father's  decease,  who  was 
then  very  old,  the  Parliament  had  great 
reason  to-address  for  having  the  eldest  son 
of  the  deceased  Prince  of  Wales  created 
Prince  of  Wales  in  the  room  of  his  fttlher, 
in  order  to  atoid  all  disputes  about  die 
succession  to  the  crown ;  which  is  a  rea- 
son cannot  be  said  now  to  subsist,  and  is  a 
reason  very  different  firom  that  of  having 
an  independent  provision  settled  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  As  for  the  iqppiication 
from  Parliament  for  having  Prince  Henry, 
eldest  son  of  Henry  4,  created  Prince  of 
Wales,  duke  of  C<nrawall|  and  earjt  of 
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iester>  it  plainly  appears  to  have  pro- 
eded  from  the  King's  particular  favour- 


)s  in  parliament^  therefore  we  must  sup 
«e  it  was  with  the  approbation,  or  rather 
ocurement  of  the  King  himself;  and  his' 
ason  for  procuring  such  an  applicatiQ|i 
is  very  far  ftoiri  being  founded  upon  any 
axim  or  design  of  settling  an  indepen- 
int  provision  upon  the  Prince  his  eldest 
n ;  but  as  his  own  title  to  the  crown  was 
little  doubtful,  it  is  evident  he  procured 
at  application  from  parlian>ent,  witia  a 
isign  to  have  his  son  declared^iiis  lawful 
ccessor,  and.  only  rightful  heir  to  the 
own.  Then' as  to  what  was  done  in  the 
Ign  of  Henry  6»  I  hope  none  of  the 
insactions  of  that  unfortunate  reign  will 
I  insisted  on  as  good  precedents  for  any 
ing  that  ought  'to  be  done  in  this  ;  for. 
Qt  whole  reign  was  a  continued  series  of 
3ak  and  destructive  measures  (ULthe  part 
the  court,  and  very-  udjusmiable  in- 
oachments  on  the^-part  of  thdlparlia- 
ent. 

Thus,  Sur,  none  of  the  precedents  men- 
med  relating  to  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
own,  can  be  any  way  taken  as  Q  good 
ecedent  for  our  agreeii^  to  the  motion 
^w  before  us ;  and  of  thef  two  precedents 
Bntipned  relating  to  the  presuipptive 
lirs  of  the  crown,  that,  relating  to  icing 
imes,  when  duke  of  York,,  can  have  no- 
ing  to  do  in  thc-ipresent  question  ;  .for 
e  making  of  a  settlement  upon  hitfi  #6s 
far  from  proQeeding  from  any  address 
other  application  froqi  the  parliament  to 
e  king,  tnat  it  proceeded  rather  from 
e  king's  applying  to  his  parliament  for 
at  purpose;  and  the  parliament's  having 
y  thing  at  all  to  do  in  that  a&ir  pro- 
eded  from  necessity  not  choice  ;  be- 
use  the  revenue  of  tiie  Post-office,  and 
ne  license  office  could  not  be  settled 
►on  the  duke  of  York  but  by  authority 
parliament^  And  as  ^  tt^t  relating 
the  late  queai  Anne,  when  princess  of 
enmark,  it  appears  probable,  indeed,  that 
It  affiiir  was  first  bro\jight  into  parlia«^^liniil  paternal 
3nt,  not  only  without  liie  approbation, 
t  contrary  to  the  inclination  oi  the  court 
that  time;  but  what  was  the  conse- 
ence?  It  occasioned  an  unseasonable 
orogation  of  that  session,  by  which  the 
airs  of  the  nation  were  very  much  em- 
rrassed ;  and  if  such  were  to  be  the 
nsequence  of  our  agreeing  to  this  mo- 
»n,  I  am  convinced  tne  honourable  gen- 
!man  that  made  it,  would  not  so  much 
desire  any  gentleman  to  agree  to  it 
ijf  even  that  very  parliamentxould  never 
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come  to  any  fixed  resolution  in  that  affiur» 
till  they  had  oktdiD^  the  ijking's  appro- 
bation of  what  they  were  about  to  do,  and 
then  they  unanimously  agtf  ed  to  address 
his  Majesty  to  make  «  provision  for  the 
prince  and  princess  of  Denmark  of  50,0CX)^. 
a  year ;  so  that  even  that  afi&ir  can  be  no 
precedent  finr  our  agreebg  to  this  motiitty 
till  it  be  some  way  ^  other  sign%ed  to 
us,  thf^is 'Majesty  approves  of  wtat  we 
are  about  to  do. 

From  these  observations,  M  think,  Sir^ 
it  will  appear,  that  the  precedents  which 
have  been  mentioned  are  either  such  as 
ought  not  to  be  followed,  or  such  as  are  no 
way  applicable  to  the  case  now  beG^te^us ;  ^ 
therefore  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  inotion 
is  founded  upon  vxy  proper  ^precedent  ;* 
and  whatever  the'  wisdom  and  policy  of 
our  kings  may  ha^e  beei^with  respect  to 
the  setting  an  independent  provision  upon 
the  h^  ^parent  to  the  crown,  it  seems  it 
has  always  been  the  wisdom  and  policy  of 
the  natic^  to  le^ve  that  affiiir  entirely  to 
the  opti^  of  tti€||^ng  upon  the  throne, 
,  anj}  never  to  intemeddle  but  when  it  has 
'appeared,*^or  has  even^een  8i|pij|ppd  to 

^rmead 
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the  parliament,  that  iMix  intermeadling 
^ould  be  Kgreeable  to^  ||pth  the  parties 
concerned.  This,  Sir,!!,.?  true  wisdom; 
this  is  right  policy.  Even,  in  private  life, 
it  is  generally  h€||^  to  be  officious  and  im- 
prudent for  a  stranger  to  intermeddle  in 
the  family  afiairs  of  his  neighbour,  without  ^^j*^ 
any  call  from  the  parties  concerned ;  if  *^' 
there  was  no  breach  before^  it  general^ 
o^casion^  one ;  and  if  there  was  a  breach, « 
it  malwes  toe  breach  wid^r  jauc^  more  often  ^ 
than  it  occasions  a  retorcilement.  T||e  * 
parliament  has  a  righ^  the  parliament^ 
often  in  dutj^boijpd^  to  oner  advice  to 
their  soverei^  but  in  determining  when, 
or  upon  what  occasions,  we  may  or  caa 
ofier  oui^jtedvise,  we  ought  to  considfbr 
our  sovef^^n  in  a  twofold^iesprae  wb 
ougbt^  to  consider  him  in  *his  pi^tidd  . 
jFUni^-f oyal  capacity,  and  in  his  natural 
und  paternal  ju>apty.  1%  all  cases  which 
reglu-d  his  pEtical  and.  royal  edacity 
we  have  certainly  a  r^t  to  judge  of 
the  measures  that  are  taken,  and  may 
necomi^end  yhat  we  think  most  expedi- 
ent ;  bi^  ill,  affidrs  which  regard  only  his 
natural  and'  paternal  capacity  we  have  no 
right  to  judge ;  it  would  be  officious  in  us 
to  recommend,  without  some  sort  of  ap- 
plication from  him  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
as  the  providing  tor  every  branch  of  the 
royal  family  is  an  afiair  which  regards  only 
his  natural  and  patent  capacityi  it  would 
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trae  wisdom  or  good 'policy  for  us,  to  pre- 
tend to  judge,  or  to  prescribe  What  ought 
to  be  done,  or  in  what  manner  it  ought  to 
be  done.  -t 

That  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  be 
mipported,  that  he  ought  to  behonoufably 
supported,  I  shall  most  readily  grant;  and 
I  snail  likewise  grant  that  the  support  o£ 
the  Prince  ^^^Wates  is  and  ought  to  be  a 
charge  npon  the  civil  list  revenue ;  but, 
.Sir^^tle  has  either  a  legal  or  an  equita- 
ble right' to  any  particular  share  of  diat 
reveilue,  or  to  any  share,  but  such  as  the 
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it  is  inconsistent  with  /'^t  law  'is-passed,  and  comes  afterwards 
I  to  bedpplipd  to  any  particular  case,  neither 
,the  reasons  nor  the  intentions  of  those  who 
passed  it,  are  to  be  re|parded:  There  is 
nothing  to  be  regarded  but  the  context 
and  the  words  of  that  law,  in  order  to  put 
m>on  them  tly  most  equitable  construction 
they  will  bttr ;'  and  to  put  such  a  con^ 
strucdon  upon  any  of  those  general  words 
in  the  adJor  establidting  the  civil  list  re^ 
vtone,  by  which  that  revenue  is  appro- 
priated to  tj|ie  sxipport  of  his  Majesty's 
housdiols,  tlA  would  take  from  liis  Majesty 
,  ^  ,  .    th€(^ower  of  judging  what  was  fit  to  be 

king  his  father  pleases  to  allow  liim,  is  what  ^  done  in  kis  own  famfly,  would,  I  am  sure, 

•w X •_  _A^--^     T  I. J    ye  a  very  unnaturalJconstruction,  and^um- 

sequently,  I  mtRt  think,  a  very  unequit- 
abte  one.  It  is  a  construction  the  wordft 
themselves  will  no  wav  admit  of;  it  is  ati 
intention  I  am  convmced  no  gentleman 
could  have  when  he  agreed  to  them. 

I  hope.  Sir,  from  what  I  have  said  it  will 
appear,  that  there  is  no  absolute  necessity^ 
eitner  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  or 
from  any  tticixim  in  our  constitution,  uuit  a 
certain,  perpetual  and  independent  provi- 
sion should  be  settled  upon  the  prince  iof 
Wales;  that  if  there  were,  it  would  be 
very  improper  fbr  die  parliament  to  intef- 
meddle  m  the  afeir ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
is  the  sole  and  only  judge,  whether  such  a 
settlement  ought  to  be  made  or  not* 
Therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty is  the  sole  and  only  judge,  when  thieit 
settlement  oueht  to  be  made.  But  to  take 
away  all  farther  dispute  tipon  either  x)f 
these  heads,  I  must  acquaint  you,  tiiat  I 
am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  lay  be- 
,fore  this  Houses  that  his  Majesty  yester- 
day sent  a  Message  to  his  roval  highness 
the  prince  of  Wmes,  by  the  lord  duincel- 
lor,  lord  president,  lord  steward,  l<ml 
chamberlain,  duke  of  Richmond,  duke  of 
Argyle,  duke  of  lltewcastie,  carl  of  Ptem- 
broke,  earl  of  Scarborough,  and  lord  Har- 
rington ;  which  message,  so  sent  by  those 
Lords,  bemg  in  writing,  I  shall  now,  Sit^ 
deliver  to  you.  This  Message  was  as  fol- 
lows: viz. 

<*  His  Majesty  has  commanded  us  to 
<*  acquaint  your  r(^  highness,  in  his 
<^  name,  that,  upon  your  ro}ral  hi^hness's 
<*  marriage,  he  immediately  took  mto  his 
<<  royal  consideration  the  settling  a  pro- 
**  per  jointure  upon  the  princess  of  Wales; 
<^  but  his  sudden  going  abroad,  and  his 
<<  late  indisposition  since  his  return,  had 
**  hitherto  retarded  the  execution  of  these 
<<  his  gracious  intentions ;  frbm  which  short 
<<  del^  Ids  Majesty  did  not  apprehend  aciy 


I  cannot  so  easily  adtnit  I  have  perused 
all  the  acts  of  parliariient  that  were^  ever 
made,  relating  to  ^t  rev^f^e,  I  have  par- 
ticularly contadered  that  act  by  whiich  the 
civil  list  revenue  was  setded  Upon  hi^  pre- 
sent Majesty,  and  neither  in  tnat  act,  <for 
in  any  other,  can  I  %id>any  wiirdls  for 
giving  the  Prince  of  ^\^es  a  Jegal  ri^ht  to 
any  other  share,  th^  what  his  Majesty 
shall  please  to  aUAr  hhn ;  n6r  can  I  find 
any  words  ^m  which  a  right  to  any  other 
diare  can  be  equitably  inferred.  To  me  it 
seems  kis  Majc^  has  as  absolute  a  right 
to  t^e  whole  civil  list  rev^ue,  during  nis 
life,  as  any  genUeman  in  England  canliav^ 
to  his  own  estate.  The  eldest  son  of  every 
landed  gentieman  in  England  ought  to  be 
supported  out  of  his  f^Dier^s  estate,  and 
that  support  ought  to  b^  sKcording  to  the 
character  and  circumstances  of  the  family ; 
yet  I  hope  it  will  n<3it  be  said  that  the  eldest 
son  hrii'any  legdl  or  equitable  right  to  any 
particular  share  of  his  father'^  estate,  or  to 
'  any  share,  but  such  as  his  f^her  pleases  to 
allow  him,  imless  that^ight  be  established 
by  some  convev^ncM^  m^e  to  tiie  father, 
or  by  seine  setttenient  before  made  and 
ageefl  to  b/ the  lather, 
in  all  cases  of  equity,  to  be  sure.  Sir, 
'^  the  intq^'on  of  f^n  adt  fr  parl^ment  is  to 
be  chi^^  regarded;  buPthot  inteotion 
must  some  way  or^other  afypedr  from  the 
words.  We  ast  not  to  take  the  intentioii 
^  a  law  from  the  intention  tiiis  or  that 
gentieman  really  had,  or  may  say  he  had, 
when  he  agreed  to  the  passing  of  that  law. 
When  a  Ifcw  is  to  be  passed,  and  under  tiie 
consideration  of  parUament,  every  gentie- 
'  man  nSiay  have  his  own  intention,  his  ow% 
reasons  for  agreeing  to  it,  and  some  may 
have  reasons  quite  contrary  to  those  of 
others.  One  gentieman  may  have  an  in- 
tention that  it  should  be  interpreted  in  one 
way,  another  may  intend  that  it  should  be 
intepreted  m  a  quite  difierent;  but  when 
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**  inconveniencies  could  arise^  especiaUy 
^*  since  no  application  had,  in  any  manner, 
^  been  made  to  him  upon  this  subject  by 
^  your  royal  highness;  and  that  his  Ma- 
**  jeaty  hath  now  given  orders  for  settling 
'<  a  jointure  u^on  the  princess  of  Wales, 
'<  as  far  as  he  is  enabled  by  law,  suitable 
**  to  her  high  rank  and  dignity ;  which  he 
^  win,  in  proper  time,  lay  before  his  par- 
**  liament,  in  order  to  be  rendered  certain 
^  and  effectual,  for  the  benefit  of  her  royal 
**  bigness. 

<*  The  King  has  further  commanded  us 
^  to  acquaint  your  royal  highness  that, 
^  although  your  royal  highness  has  not 
«<  thought  fit  by  any  application  to  his  Ma- 
^  j^^9  to  desfre,  that  your  allowance  of 
*<  SOflOOL  per  ann.  which  is  now  paid  by 
**  monthl3r  payments,  at  the  choice  of  your 
^  rojral  highness,  preferably  to  quarterly 
<<  payments,  misht,  by  his  Majesty's  fur- 
^  ther  grace  and  fiivour,  be  rendered  less 
^  precarious,  his  Majes^,  to  prevent  the 
*<  bad  consequences,  which,  he  apprehends, 
^  may  foUow  from  the  undutif ol  measures, 
^*  which,  his  Majesty  is  informed,  your 
**  royal  hiehness  has  been  advised  to  pur- 
^  sue,  will  grant  to  your  royal  highness, 
«<  for  his  Majesty's  life,  the  said  50,000/. 
**  per  annum,  to  be  issuing  out  of  his  Ma- 
^^  je8t3r's  civil  list  revenues,  over  and  above 
^  your  royal  highness's  revenues  arisb^ 
^  from  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall ;  which  his 
*'  Majesty  thinks  a  very  competent  allow- 
^  ance,  considering  ms  numerous  issue, 
^  and  the  great  expences,  wnich  do  and 
**  must  necessarily  attend  an  honourable 
*'  provision  for  his  whole  royal  family.** 

And  that  to  this  Message  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  returned  a  verbal  An- 
swer, which,  according  to  the  best  recol- 
lection and  remembrance  of  the  Lords, 
was  in  substance  as  follows,  viz. 

**  That  his  royal  highness  desired  the 
**  Lords  to  lay  him,  with  all  humility,  at 
*^  his  Majesty's  feet ;  and  to  assure  his 
'<  Majesty,  that  he  had,  and  ever  should 
**  retain,  the  utmost  duty  for  his  royal  per- 
'<son;  that  his  royal  highness  was  very 
**  thankful  for  any  instance  of  his  Majesty^ 
<<  goodness  to  mm,  or  the  princess,  and 
•<  particularly  for  his  Majesty's  gracious 
^  intention  for  settling  a  jointure  upon  her 
«  royal  highness ;  but  that,  as  to  the  mes- 
*^  sage,  the  afiair  was  now  out  of  his  hands, 
**  and  therefore  he  could  give  no  answer 
*«  to  it." 

Ailer  which,  his  Royal  Highness  used 
many  dutiful  expressions  towards  his 
Majesty,  and  then  added,  **  Indeed,  my 


**  Lords,  it  is  in  other  handa,  I  am  sorrj 
«<  for  it."  Or  to  that  effect.  His  Royal 
Highness  concluded  with  earnestly  dear- 
ing  the  Lords,  to  represent  his  Anawo'to 
his  Majesty  in  the  most  respectful  and 
dutiful  manner. 

From  this  most  gracious  Messape  it  ap- 
pears. Sir,  that  his  Majesty  has  tor  sotoe 
time  given  a  yearly  allowance  to  his  Rod 
Highness,  and  such  an  aUowance  ss  hu 
Majesty  thought  a  very  competent  ailov- 
ance  considering  his  numerous  issue,  a&d 
the  great  expences,  which  do  and  most 
nec^sarily  attend  an  honourable  pronaw 
for  his  whole  ro3ral  &mily ;  and  it  appan 
further,  that  this  allowance  has  been  reeii- 
larly  paid  in  that  manner  in  which  tei 
Royal  Highness  himsdf  chose  as  the  most 
proper  and  convenient  for  him ;  therefore 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  making  of  soc^ 
an  allowance  has  been  in  the  least  deli^; 
and  if  the  converting  of  that  allowance  Mo 
a  perpetual  and  independent  settkneni 
had  been  absolutely  necessary,  or  vest 
now  absolutely  necessary,   it  cannot  be 
said  there  has  been  any  such  delay  as  ca 
give  occasion  for  the  interpositicui  of  Fv- 
fiament ;  because,  if  his  Royal  I 
had  not  before  his  marriage  been 
with  the  manner  in  which  his  alkyvaace 
was  made  to  him,  or  had  but  sigaiMf&st 
he  thought  it  was  estaUished  upoa  taopc^ 
carious  a  foundation,  his  Majerty  wooid 
have  established  it  in  any  mannei  he  de- 
sired ;  and  considering  how  soon  Us  Ma- 
jesty went  abroad  after  the  hi^y  inamsfc 
of  ms  Royal  Highness,  it  cannot  lie  fie- 
tended  that  the  least  unnecessarf  dehf 
has  since  that  time  been  made,  ymA  tk- 
pect  to  the  making  of  a  settlemei^  aye 
his  Royal  Highness,  even  in  that  umus 
which  IS  said  to  be  absolutely  iitiiwii/ 
by  the  maxims  and  custom  of  the  Vufj 
dom.    But  supposing  that  the  nmHi|g  d 
that  settlement  had  been 
delayed,  wliaiuvei   Jtlay  oi  ueglc 
have  happened  in  tliat  respect  is  now  wmit 
up  by  his  Majesty's  message  to  his  R<9li 
Highness ;  and  the  conununicating  oCiM 
message  to  this  House,  which  I  haTe  mm 
done  by  his  Majesty's  command,  must  be 
a  full  answer  to  every  thing  that  can  he 
said,  with  respect  to  time  at  least,  in  ftrar 
of  the  motion  now  before  us.     Nay,  inm 
his  Koyal  Highnesses  answer  to  his  Mqc^ 
ty's  message,  it  seems  reasonable  to  facneve 
that  his  Royal  Highness  is  himself  Ott* 
ded  with  what  his  Majesty  offers,  and  tlttt 
he  would  be  sorry  to  hear  of  our  hMxkz 
agreed  to  the  motion  now  made  to  m;  - 
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what  otKer  mekiimg  can  be  put  upon  his 
Royal  HIghness's  sayings  that  **  he  was 
**  sorry  for  the  affidr's  bemg  then  in  other 
<<h^ds?'* 

Bor  this  reason,  Sir,  I  think  the  debate 
wHi  now  be  brought  withm  a  very  narrow 
coiiipats ;  for  if  the  motion  shoula  now  be 
insisted  on,  it  can  proceed  from  nothing 
but  gentlemen^s  taking  upon  them  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  his  Majesty,  and  to  think 
tfiat  50,000/1  a  year  out  of  the  Civil  List, 
liesides  his  Royal  Highnesses  revenuearising 
from  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  is  not  a  compe- 
tent allowance,  considering  his  Majesty^s 
numerous  is^ue^,  and  the  great  expences, 
which  do  and  must  liecessarily  attend  an 
honourable  ptovision  for  his  whole  royal 
family.  As^  this  has  been  already  insisted 
on,  as  it  has  been  said  that  100,000/.  a  year 
U  the  least  his  Royal  Highness  ou^ht  to 
have  out  of  the  Civil  List,  besides  me  re- 
venues of  th6  pirincipality  of  Wales  and 
dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  thAt  it  was  the 
least  the  Patliament  that  established  the 
present  Civil  List  intended  he  should  have, 
I'miist  beg  leave  to  aniswer  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  to  what  has  been  said  upon 
that  head,  and  to  give  my  reasons  for 
being  of  the  same  opinion  with  his  Ma- 
J68tV. 

By  what  I  have  said,  or  am  to  say  upon 
this  head,  I  would  not  have  it  understood. 
Sir,  as  if  I  believed  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ought  not  to  have  more 
than  50,000/.  a  year :  on  the  contrary,  I 
think  he  ought  to  have  a  ^at  deal  more 
than  double  the  sum, 'if  it  were  possible 
for  his  Majesty  to  spare  so  much  from  the 
Civil  List  revenue,  or  if  the  nation  were  so 
Vappy  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  increase 
the  Civil  List,  so  as  to  enable  his  Majesty 
to  make  such  an  allowance  to  his  Royal 
liighness  as  he  deserves,  and  as  his  Ma- 
j^ty  would  incline  to  give  him.  Were  we 
to  measure  his  allowance  by  his  merit,  as 
We  khow  no  bounds  to  the  latter,  we  could 
pV^scribe  no  bounds  to  the  former:  the 
otily  course  we  could  take  would  be,  to 
offbr  whatever  he  pleased  to  demtod ;  and 
eVen  in  that  case  we  would  have  reason  to 
fftar  lest  his  modesty  might  do  an  injury  to 
his  generosity,  by  making  him  conmie  his 
demands  within  the  .stnctest  bounds  o? 
necessity.  I  am  not  therefore  to  examine 
what  his  Royal  Highness  ought  to  have,  I 
am  only  to  endeavour  to  shew  that  we 
have  no  right  to  prescribe  to  his  Majesty, 
what  he  ought  to  give;  .that  it  could  not 
be  the  intention  of  that  Parliament  which 
established  the  present  Civil  List,  to  grant 
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100|000/.  a  year,  or  any  other  certain 
vearly  sum  out  of  the  Civil  List  revenue  to 
his  Royal  Highness ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
cannot  at  present  conveniently  spare  more 
than  50,000/.  a  year  out  of  that  revenue. 

To  say.  Sir,  that  the  parliament  has  a 
right  to  prescribe  to  his  IVlajesty,  what  pro« 
vision  he  shall  make  out  of  his  own  estate 
for  any  one  of  his  children,  has  something 
in  it  at  first  view  so  very  extraordinary,  that 
I  am  surprized  to  hear  it  insisted  on.  Such 
a  right  would  put  the  King  in  a  much 
worse  state  ihm  any  one  of  his  subjects  S 
and  I  must  desire  gentlemen  woidd  consi- 
der, what  a  foreigner  would  think  of  this 
nation,  if  he  should  be  told,  we  entrust  the 
King  with  the  government  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  but  we  will  not  entrust  him  with 
the  government  of  his  own  &mily.  I  do 
not  Know  that  there  is  in  all  our  histories 
or  records  any  one  preqedent  or  fbundatioii 
for  such  a  parliamentary  claim,  but  that 
single  one  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and 
that  was,  we  know,  so  weak  a  reign  that  it 
became  necessary  for  the  parliament  to  as- 
sume sevend  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  were  not  properly,  and  by  the  nature 
of  our  constitution,  intiUed  to.  As  for 
what  the  pitrliament  did  in  relation  to  the 
princess  Anne  of  Denmark,  it  can  no 
way  be  made  use  of  in  thepresent  case ;  that 
afiairwas  first  brought  into  parliament  when 
they  were  considering  how  much  it  would 
be  necessary  to  allow  for  the  support  of  our 
civil  government,  and  then  it  became  very 
proper  to  take  into  their  consideration  what 
particular  sum  was  to  be  allowed  for  the 
support  of  the  prince  and  princess  of  Den-^ 
mark ;  for  though  they  were  of  the  royal* 
family,  they  were  not  of  the  Kind's  own 
family;  and  therefore  the  appropriating  of* 
a  certain  particuliar  sum  for  their  support, 
oih  the  addressing  to  have  a  certain  sum  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose,  could  not  be 
called  an  intermeddling  in  the  King's  do- 
mestic a&irs. 

Besides,  Sir,  it  is  not  so  natural  for  any 
man  lo  provide  honourably  for  his  pre- 
sumptive heir,  as  for  any  one  of  his  own  ' 
children:  the  presumptive  heir  is  some- 
times looked  on  even  with  jealousy  and 
envy;  and  therefore,  tliere  is  a  very  strong 
reason  for  the  parliament's  interfering 
more  particularly  in  one  case,  than  com- 
mon decency  can  adig^t  of  in  the  other.  , 

But  suppose.  Sir,  the  pariiam«it  had  a  * 
riglhuto  prescribe  to  his  Majesty,  whit  pro- 
visicfn  he  shall  make  out  of  his  own  estate 
for  any,  or  for  every  one  of  his  children, 
how  is  it  possible  for  us  to  exercise  that 
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right  in  our  present  utuation  ?  Before  we 
can  with  any  countenance  pretend  to 
exercise  such  h  right,  we  ought  to  exonune 
narrowly  into  tlie  produce  of  the  civil  list 
revenuflii  and  the  teveral  uses  to  which  it 
nu^  necessarily  be  applied,  in  order  to  see 
how  much  his  Majesty  can  conveniently 
•pare  out  of  that  revenue  :  we  ought  like- 
wise to  examine  particularly  into  the  es- 
tablishment of  his  royal  liighness's  hous- 
hold,  and  all  the  expences  he  may  neces- 
sarily be  put  to  for  supporting  the  dignity 
and  granoeur  in  which  the  ^ir  apparent 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ou^ht  to  live, 
in  order  to  determine  wliat  particular  qum 
his  Majesty  shall  allow  him  annually  out  of 
the  civil  list  revenue.  Is  it  possible  for  us 
in  our  present  situation  to  examine  into  ei- 
ther of  these  particulars  ?  We  have  at  pre- 
sent no  account  relating  to  the  civil  list, 
nor  any  account  relating  to  his  royal  high- 
Bess's  houshald  before  us,  and  without  a 
multitude  of  such  accounts  it  is  not  possible 
for  us  to  go  through  with  any  such  exami- 
nation. 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  intention 
of  that  parliament  by  whom  the  present 
civil  list  was  established ;  if  we  consider 
the  circumstances  of  the  royal  family  at  that 
time,  aiMi  the  circumstances  of  the  royal 
fmnily  when  the  civil  list  was  established 
in  the  /former  reign,  we  shall  very  easily 
find  a  meaning  for  Uie  ^  Experience  of  pas^ 
times'  being  very  different  from  what  is 
now  put  upon  uiese  words.  When  the 
civil  list  revenue  was  established  upon  his 
late  Majesty,  a  very  narrow  scrutmy  was 
made  into  the  whole  articles  of  the  ex- 
pense of  our  civil  government,  and  particu- 
larly^ into  the  expence  necesisary  for  sup- 
porting the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  the 
prince  of  Wales ;  from  which  scrutiny  it 
was  computed  that  600,000/.  a  year  at 
least  would  be  necessary  for  supporting 
the  King's  houshold  and  civil  government; 
but  let  us  consider  that  the  King  had  then 
no  queen,  nor  any  children  to  provide  for: 
from  the  same  scrutiny  it  was  computed 
that  100,000/.  a  year  out  of  the  civil  list 
rerenue  was  the  least  sum  that  would  be' 
necessary  for  supporting  the  dignity  and 
grandeur  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  but  let 
us  remember  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
had  then  a  princess  of  Wales,  and,  to 
our  happiness,  several  children  to  pro- 
vide for.  During  that  reign  it  had  been 
found  that  100,000/.  a  year*  was  suffi- 
cient  for  supporting  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess of  Wales,  and  all  dieir  children;  but 
U  bad  Uktwise  be^n  found  that4t  required 
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700,000/.  a  year  to  support  the  Kbg^i 
houshold  and  civil  government,  thoug|i 
he  had  no  queen  nor  any  children  to  pro- 
vide for. 

This,  Sir,  was  the  «  Experience  of  past 
times'  which  gave  occasion  to  the  increas- 
ing hispresent  Majesty 'scivillist revenue  to 
8(X),000/.  a  year  ;  but  if  we  consider  die 
circumstances  of  the  royal  family  at  the 
time  of  his  Maiesty's  accession,  we  must 
see  that  the  parliament  from  this  very  ex- 
perience could  not  but  conclude,  that  it 
would  require  more  than  700,000^  a  vcar 
to  support  his  present  Majesty's  housneU 
and  civil  government ;  because  he  had  i 
queen  and  several  younger  children  to 
provide  for,  which  the  late  king  had  n6t; 
and  from  the  same  experience  they  must 
likewise  have  concludeci,  that  it  would  boI 
require  100,000/.  a  year  to  support  die 
Prmce  of  Wales,  because  he  had  then  nei- 
ther a  princess,  nor  any  children  to  profide 
for;  for  if  they  had  concluded  that  100,00(& 
ayear  would  be^iecessary  for  supportingAe 
Prince  of  Wales  singly,  they  mustnoe 
the    *  Experience  rf  past  times'   h«c 
granted  more  than  700,000/.  a  year&r 
supporting  the  present  King's  hoosbfllj 
and  civil  government,  consideriug  thatTfte 
had  a  queen  and  several  young  dul&eif  l9 
provide  for,  which  the  late  king  bidfloC; 
and  since  they  granted  for  the  s^gpartflf 
the  present  King's  houshold  and  ofS  9- 
vemment,  but  exactly  the  same  soa  Vft 
had  been  found  from  the  <  Experieooe.tf 
past  times'  to  be  necessary » and  had  tea 
actually  given  for  the  support  of  the  %ia 
King's  houshold  and  civil  govermoesBl^  ik 
is  apparent  to  me  they  conduded  his  Ibr 
jesty  might  save  and  deduct  as  mudi  fioas 
the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Priboa 
of  Wales,  as  would  be  sufficient  Sot  fUh 
viding  for  her  present  Majesty  die  ^BCa 
and  all  their  other  children.     Froai>|t 
which  it  is  to  me  evident  that  the  jpalfii 
ment  that  established  the  present  ctrSlii 
did  not  intend  his  Royal  Highness  alioM 
have  out  of  it  a  full  100,000/.  a  year.  Tim 
intended  only  what  was  right  they  Jb0M 
intend,  and  what  only  in  due  deference  to 
their  sovereign  they  could  intend,  v^vdi 
was,   that  h^  Majesty  should  alloir  ws 
Prince  of  Wales  what  he,  in  his  grtaLM 
dom,  might  think  a  competent  all^ 
for  supporting  the  honour  and 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  crowti,  i 
his  Majesty's  numerous  issue, 
great  expencas,  which  would 
attend  an    honourable  pamdoa 
whole  royal  fiunDy. 
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I  think,  Sir,  I  have  now  cleiarly  shewn 
what  his  Majesty  meant  by,  and  what  the 
parliament  could  only  intend  from  *  Ex- 
perience of  past  times;*  and,  if  we  now 
proceed  upon  the  same  foundation,  we 
must  conclude,  that  the  500,000/.  a  jear 
is  the  most  his  Majesty  can  spare  out  of 
the  civil  list  for  the  support  or  his  Royal 
Highness.  His  Majesty  allows  8,OOo/.  a 
year  for  the  support  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  duke  of  Cumberland,  5,000/.  a  year 
to  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of 
Orange,  5,300/.  a  year  for  the  two  eldest 
princesses,  and  2,000/.  a  year  for  the  two 
youngest  ^  all  which  are  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  unknown  in  the  late  reign.  To 
these  if  we  add  the  50,000/.  a  year  for  the 
support  of  her  Majesty,  which  was  like- 
wise unknown  in  the  late  reign,  and  a  pro- 
portionable additional  allowance  for  bed 
and  board,  and  other  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  in  the  several  palaces,  we  must 
conclude  that  his  Majesty  must  necessarily 
be  at  100,000/.  a  year  expence  more  than 
was  found,  or  could  be  necessar^  iii  the 
late  reign,  whidi  will  make  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  his  Majesty's  houshold,  and  civil 
government,  wiuiout  including  the  allow- 
ance of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  amount,  ac- 
cording to  the  experience  of  past  times,  at 
least  800,000/.  a  year;  so  that  every  shiT- 
ling  his  Majesty  allows  for  the  support  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  must  arise  from  the 
frugality  and  good  management,  and  from 
contracting,  and  saving  a  part  of  that  ex- 

{>ence  which  was  found  necessary  in  the 
ate  reign.  Therefore,  so  far  from  con^ 
eluding  or  imagining  that  his  Majes^'  may 
spare  more  than  50,000/.  a  year  for  his 
Royal  If  ighness,  we  have  reason  to  be  sur- 
prized how  he  can  spare  so  much. 

But  this.  Sir,  will  appear  still  more  evi- 
dent by  an  example  in  private  life.  Sup- 
pose two  country  gentlemen,  eabh  of 
8,000/.  a  year  estate  in  land:  suppose 
their  rents  equally  good,  and  equally 
well  paid,  and  that  th«ir  lands  are  equally 
taxed ;  and  suppose  that  one  of  these 
gentlemen  has  but  one  only  son,  but 
that  the  other  has  five  or  six  children. 
Can  we  suppose  the  latter  able  to  settle 
upon  his  eldest  son  as  large  ^  part  of  his 
estate  as  the  former  may  jBpare  to  settle 
upon  his  only  son?  Surely,  Sir,  no  man  in 
reason  can  suppose  any  such  thing;  the 
latter  has  his  younger  chil^n  not  only  to 
maintain,  but  to  provide  for,  therefore  nei- 
tiier  he  nor  his  eldest  son  can  live  in  such 
grandeur,  as  the  former  apd  his  only  son 
imgr da    Thit ia  ih%  very  taae  before  ua: 


his  present.  Majesty  has  but  800,000/.  a 
year  estate,  the  late  king  had  the  same, 
if  we  add  to  his  late  Majesty's  settled  re- 
venue, the  several  additioned  grants  that 
were  occasionally  made  to  the  civil  list  in 
his  reign.  His  late  Majesty  had  but  one 
only  son ;  his  present  Majesty,  to  out  com- 
fort and  happiness,  has  several  children ; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
the  present  King,  or  the  present  Prince 
of  VVales,  can  live  in  such  grandeur,  as  the 
late  king,  and  the  present,  whilst  Pri|)ce 
of  Wales,  were  able  to  do,  unless  the  par- 
liament diould  think  fit  to  increase  the  es- 
tate of  the  crown  by  a  new  additional  grant 
to  the  civil  list  revenue. 

I  shall  take  no  notice,  Sir,  of  the  in- 
sinuations that  were  made  against  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Civil  List  revenue  in  the 
late  reign,  or  the  method  of  settling  it  in 
this.  I  do  not  think  they  any  way  relate 
to  the  present  debate.  The  management 
in  the  late  reign,  might,  if  necessary,  be 
easily  accounted  for ;  and  the  method  of 
settling  the  Civil  List  revenue  in  this  reign 
hardly  deserves  the  name  of  an  improve- 
ment. But  now  after  having  shewn  that 
we  have  not  properly  a  right  to  present 
such  an  address  as  is  proposed ;  that  we 
ought  not  either  in  wisdom,  or  policy,  ot 
even  common  decency,  to  present  such  an 
Address,'  I  must  beg,  I  must  intreat  of 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  they  are  about. 
Gentlemen  may  call  it,  if  they  please,  of- 
fering our  advico  to  our  Sovereign ;  Imt  it 
is  really  bringing  his  Majesty  and  his  el- 
dest son  as  plaintiff  and^defendant  before 
us.  In  this  light  it  will  be  looked  on  by 
every  man  without  doors.  It  is  stating 
ourselves  as  the  higher  power,  and  bring- 
ing his  Royal  Highness  to  sue  for  justice 
before  us :  our  agreeing  to  the  question, 
would  be  a  determining  that  his  Majesty 
had  done  injustice  to  his  eldest  son:  it 
would  be  giving  a  victory  to  the  son  over 
the  father,  which  might  prove,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  us>  the  destruction  of  both. 
No  inan  can  patiently  bear  an  inquiry  iito 
his  family  affairs ;  no  father  can  easily  for- 
give a  son  for  appealing  to  a  higher  power: 
for  God's  sake,  let  us  stop  m  time  thii 
widening  ^p,  which  may  make  way  for 
an  inundation  to  drown  us  all.  Our  agree- 
ing  to  such  a  question  might  occasion  « 
perpetual  breach,  an  JmmedicahiU  vulnuSf 
thouj^  not,  I  hope  Ense  reddendum,  I 
hope  the  wisdom  of  this  House  wiH  time- 
ously  pevent  any  amputation. 

The  question  now  befbre  us,  Sir,  is  of 
a  most  aangerous  nature,  it  may  be  the 
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occasion  of  such^tal  consequences  to  the 
royal  family  and  to  the  whole  kingdom, 
that  I  must  think,  the  orginal  authors  and 
contrivers  of  it  can  be  no  friends  to  either. 
I  am  far  from  suspecting  any  gentlemen  of 
this  House,  or  any  member  of  either 
House  of  Parliapient.  It  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  suppose  that  either  of  them  could 
have  been  tne  original  author  or  (Contriver 
of  such  a  question ;  and  I  am  sure  no  gen- 
tleman of  either  House  would  have  at- 
tempted  to  have  brought  such  a  c[ue8tion 
into  parliament,  if  he  had  viewed  it  in  the 
same  light  as  I  do.  We  may  remember, 
Sir,  the  fatal  division  that  happened  be- 
tween his  late  Majesty,  and  his  present 
Majesty  when  Prince  of  Wales :  We  mar 
remember  to  what  a  height  that  fatal  di- 
vision was  carried.  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  eldest,  the  only  son  of  the  kbg,  and  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  was  turned  out  of 
the  royal  palace,  was  excluded  from  eve^ 
one  of  the  royal  palaces,  and  was  obliged 
to  live  like  a  private  nobleman,  in  a  private 
house,  and  without  any  guards,  or  other 
ensigns  of  royalty.  Nay,  his  very  pervants 
were  tempted  and  hired  to  forsake  him, 
and  were  even  threatened  and  bullied  if  they 
refused;  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  son 
was  ever  guilty  of  any  undutiful  behaviour, 
or  that  the  father  was  deficient  in  natural 
Bfiection.  To  what  then  could  this  terri- 
ble division  be  owing  ?  It  could  be  owing 
to  nothing  but  little  malicious  slanderers 
and  tale-bearers,  who,  for  their  own  private 
ends,  stirred  up  a  division  in  the  royal  fa- 
mily :  But  it  is  well  known  they  are  all 
foreigners  who  were  the  original  authors  of 
it;  We  know  there  was  not  a  British  sub- 
ject had  the  least  hand  in  it.  However,  be 
they  who  they  will,  it  is  certain  they  could 
be  no  real  friends  either  to  the  father  or 
the  son,  or  to  any  of  the  royal  family.    ^ 

I  am  surprised,  Sir,  to  hear  it  now  so 
much  insisted  on,  that  the  Heir  Apparent 
or  presumptive  of  the  crown  has  a  right 
to  nave  a  distinct  and  independent,  provi- 
sio^i  settled  upon  him.  1  remember  a 
time  when  this  doctrine  was  fer  from  being 
admitted  as  one  of  the  maxims  of  our  con- 
stitution. I  remember  a  time  when  the 
present  royal  family,  who  were  then  the 
presumptive  heirs  of  the  crown  by  act  of 
parliament,  were  so  far  from  being  allowed 
a  distinct  and  independent  settlement,  that 
they  had  no  allowanee  at  all :  Nay,  even 
when  Uiie  question  was  moved,  the  parlia- 
ment would  not  so  much  as  ^ve  any  of 
ihem  leave  to  come  and  reside  m  the  king- 
dom.   The  maxim  noTfv  insisted  on  was 


therefore  ve^  far  from  being  thought  a 
maxim  at  that  time,  and  I  should  think  it 
very,  strange,  if  those  who  were  then  so 
regardless  of  the  presumptive  ^eir  of  thd 
crown,  should  nowshew  themselves  so  care- 
ful of.  the  apparent  heir,  as  to  do  an  injury 
to  the  King  upon  the  throne,  for  the  sake 
of  providing  a  very  large  independent  set- 
tlement for  the  apparent  heir. 

1  am  likewise  surprized.  Sir,  to  hear  tl^ 
term,  emancipation,  made  use  of  in  fhia 
debate.  In  uiis  kingdom  to  talk  9f  fbe 
son's  being  emancipated  by  marriage  out 
of  the  faxmly  of  his  &thpr,  }s  certainly  not 
a  proper  and  just  way  of  ^peaking.  In 
those  coiu^tries  whef  e  the  term  emanc^- 
tion  was  first  made  use  of,  the  son  was  in 
some  m^ner  the  slave  of  his  father.  In 
those  countries  Others  hafl  at  first  even  fk 
power  of  life  and  death  over  their  chUdren^ 
9n<}  a  rjglit  to  every  thi^g  the  son  could 
acquire  either  by  his  own  industiy,  or  by 
ffift,  or  otherwise ;  nor  was  the  son  ^reed 
from  his  paternal  power  by  marri^e:  Tli^ 
only  way  of  freeing  him  was  by  a  sc^c^nn 
^t  of  tJie  father,  and  edict  of  the  prinoey 
or  a  decree  of  the  magistrate ;  and  the 
freeing  pf  the  son  from  me  patemid  pow^ 
by  either  of  these  w^ys  was  called  eioanci* 
pation.  put  in  this  kingdom  we  can  hare  no 
such  term,  because  the  father  has  not  p|o* 
perly  any  power  over  his  children ;  a  son 
after  he  comes  of  ^ee  has  no  further  de- 
pendence upon  his  father,  than  what  pro- 
ceeds from  filial  afiection  and  duty,  and 
this  continues  afler  his  marriage  the  same 
it  was  before ;  it  is  a  dependence,  which 
never  can,  nor  ever  ought  to  betaken  away : 
It  is  a  dependence  which,  I  am  sure,  no 
member  of  this  House  would  endesYour 
to  diminish ;  for  whoever  endeavours  to 
diminish  it  can  have  no  t^cue  r^ard  e^tbeiP 
for  the  son  or  the  father. 

But,  Sir,  I  must  confess,  I  am  no  waj 
surprized  to  find  tliat  those  who  were  some 
time  ago  fpr  incroaching  upoa  the  king's 
prerogative  witli'  respect  to  the  officers  o^ 
nis  army,  should  now  be  for  incroaching 
upon  his  paternal  power  with  respect  to 
the  providii^  in.  whatever  manner  he  n^y 
think  most  proper  for  his  own  children,  i 
am  persuaded  neither  of  these  attempts 
proceeded  from  any  real  disaffection  to 
nis  Majesty,  or  his  illustrious  faipily :  I  be- 
hove bothproc^ii^ed  from  mistaken  notioivi 
of  hberty,  or  J^m  an "  erroneous  idea  o^ 
our  constitution ;  but  I  hope  those  geatie- 
men  will  consider,  that  whattfaey  nowmo^ 
pose  is  really  i^ome  mfuin^,  as  I  naye 
§aid,  accuniQg  ^Maje^  pf  ipvus^ce  to* 
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wards  liis  eldestspn.  It  will  l;>e  ao  looli^d 
en  by  the  whole  nation.  This  will  of 
course  very  much  lessen  the  esteem  the 
people  have,  and  ought  to  have  for  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  will  certainly  make  many  of 
them  suppose  he  is  no  longer  iit  to  rule 
over  usl  The  consequences  of  such  an 
opinion  may  be  extremely  fatal.  For  my 
own  part,  if  I  were  in  a  foreign  Ration, 
and  should  hear  that  such  a  question  as 
this  hadheen  brought  into  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  and  carried  against  the 
father,  I  should  expect  to  hear,  by  tlie 
next  post,  that  the  same  parliament  had 
deposed  the  father,  and  had  set  the  crown 
upon  tlie  head  of  the  son.  This  is  a  con- 
sequence which,  I  am  sure,  the  sop  would 
be  far  from  desiring  to  see ;  it  is  a  conse- 
quence which  I  am  convinced  no  jgfuitle- 
man  in  this  House  designs ;  but  as  it  is  a 
consequence  which  I  think  sooner  pr  later 
ipight  be  jujitly  apprehended  from  this 

auestion's  being  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
lerefore  I  thought  myself  obliged  to 
rise  up  and  give  my  reasons  for  being 
against  it;  ^nd  now  that  I  have  dooe  jo, 
whatever  may  happen  to  be  the  f^ie  of  the 
question,  I  am  sure  I  shall  slepp  this  night 
much  sounder  in  my  bed,  and  i^ith  a  s^er 
conscience,  than  I  could  have  dope,  if  I 
had  gjven  only  a  bare  negative  to  a  question 
in  which  I  think  the  happiness  of  my  king, 
the  happiness  of  the  royal  family,  and  the 
happiness  of  my  country  so  deeply  con- 
cerned. 

To  conclude.  Sir,  as  the  honour^le  gen- 
tleman who  moved  you  this  question,  has 
told  us  that  several  arguments  of  great 
dignity  and  weight  mieht  be  made  use  of 
against  it,  I  have  and  shall  always  have  so 
great  a  deference  for  that  jgpentleman's 
opinion,  that  I  shall,  upon  all  occasion;!, 
be  extremely  cautious  of  giving  my  assent 
to  any  question  against  which  he  diii}ks 
any  argument  of  dignity  or  "if  eight  may 
be  made  use  of.  It  is  tru^yhe  endeavoured 
to  evade  those  arguments  by  making  some 
sort  of  answer  to  each;  but  those  answers 
will,  from  what  I  have  alreadv  said,  ap- 
pear, I  think,  to  be  very  insufficient ;  so 
that  the  arguments  he  made  use  of  against 
his  own  motion  must  now  stand  in  their 
full  force.  In  all  questions,  even  where  the 
prerogative  is  concerned,  which  relate  to 
affiurs  of  a  public  nature,  the  parliament 
may  interpose,  but  in  those  which  relate 
only  to  the  royal  &mily,  the  parliament 
can  have  no  concern :  Even  his  Majesty's 
ministers  cannot  properly  or  prudently  m- 
,  termeddlei  unl^  i^cially  called  vpon. 


As  for  the  parUaipient's  resunwg  any  grant, 
when  tlie  caupte  of  grantmg  ceases,  it  cao 
Jiave  nothing  to  do  in  the  present  debate; 
for  there  is  no  pretence  for  saying  th^t  any 
one  of  the  causes  for  granting  the  presei^^t 
civil  list  revenue  has  ceased.  And  ^s  to 
the  amount  of  i^e  civil  ^t  revenue,  ai^ 
the  manner  in  which  it  \s  est^lifjiedy  or  tb^ 
uses  for  which  it  ought  to.be.applied,  I  a^ 
surprised  to  hear  my  objections  made  to 
the  former^  or  any  attempt  n^ade  for  .dji- 
recting  ^the  latter,  since  at  the  time  of 
grantmg,  as  I  am  told,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  in  one  House,  .and  with  but  j(^ 
contradictory  vote  in  ^e  other ;  and  I  do 
not  hear  that  in  either  House  there  wss 
the  le^tipention  made  of  the  uses  to  which 
the  whole,  or  any  part,  ought  to  be  applie4. 
In  short.  Sir,  there  was  never  ^y  t,hing 
happened  in  parliament,  gave  me  so  gre^ 
a  concern  as  the  hearing  ^f  this  ipotion 
made.  The  very  making  of  $uch  a  motic^ 
may  be  attended  with  cruel  consequences ; 
l^ut  if  it  should  be  agreed  to,  .after  h&viP|g 
used  my  utmost  epdeavoi^rs  to  prevent  it, 
I  shall  pray  to  God  to  avert  t^ose  judg- 
ments which  .may  be  hrought  upon  tSp 
whole  n^on  by  our  agreeing  to  such  ^ 
motion.  This  f  take  to  be  my  next  indisir 
pensable  duty ;  but  I  hope  the  success  of 
my  endeavours  will  prevent  such  a  melaa« 
choly  pcca3ion  for  my  players. 

The  Reply  was  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
the  other  gentlemen,  who  spoke  for  the 
motion: 

Sir ;  The  importance  pf  the  pra^^nt  det* 
bate  I  shall  rj^i^ly  acjcnqwledge,  has  been, 
t  think,  acknowledged  by  every  ^pntleman 
\vho  has  spoke  upon  either  side  of  thp 
question ;  bift  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoke  against  the  motion,  have  endea* 
voured  to  represent  it  in  a  light  which,  I 
am  sure,  it  can  no  way  hear ;  a  light  whidi^ 
I  must  say,  can  po  way  contribute  to  the  hot- 
nour  or  advantage  of  either  of  the  two  royal 
pers(uis  who  seem  to  be  cpncerned.  To  insi- 
nuate that  either  of  them  can  conceive  tbo 
least  grudge  from  any  thing  that  passes  ip 
parliament,  is  really,  m  my  opinion,  to  in- 
sinuate,  that  they  are  ignorant,  or  not  ob- 
servant of  the  rishts  and  privilegies  of  par,- 
liament.  This,  I  believe,  Uie  honourable 
gentlemen  were  not  sufficientjiy  aw^re  of, 
otherwiie  they  would  not  have  pretended 
that  this  motion,  or  any  motion  m  parlia- 
ment, could  ever  occasion  any  breach  or 
dispute  between  his  Majesty  and  his  royal 
'  hi|^es^  the  Prince  o?  Wales,  or  that  it 
can  lay  ai^y  gentlemen  lender  the  leasi;, dif- 
ficulty how.to  behave.        ' 
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As  my  attachment  t%  the  present  royal 
CBunily  is  so  well  and  so  publicly  known,  I 
cannot,  I  think,  be  su^ected  of  desiring 
or  designing  to  foment  or  stir  up  any  divi- 
sion between  them:  I  hope  ever^  one 
who  knows  me  will  do  me  tne  justice  to 
think,  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  pre- 
sent any  such  fatal  division ;  and  for  this 
Yery  reason  I  am  for  agreeing  to  the  motion 
now  made  to  us ;  because  it  will  remove 
that  which  is  often  the  cause  of  dissension 
in  private  ^milies,  and  may  be  the  same 
even  with  respect  to  the  rojral;  for  when 
the  son  is  obliged  to  apply  to  the  father 
for  every  triflin^sumhe  may  have  occasion 
for,  it  rs  a  continual  fimd  for  dissension, 
and  often  begets  a  coolness  both  on  the 
one  side  and  on  the  other. 

It  is  to  be  supposed,  I  hope,  Sir^  there 
will  always  be  good  reason  for  presuming, 
that  the  behaviour  of  every  gentleman  m 
this  House,  with  respect  to  any  motion  he 
may  make,  or  any  opinion  or  vote  he  may 
give,  is  founded  upon  what  he  thinks  righ^ 
upon  what  he  taxes  to  be  his  duty  as  a 
member  of  this  House;  and  to  imagme 
that  his  Majesty,  or  his  Royal  Hiehness, 
would  be  offended  at  any  gentleman's 
doing  what  he  takes  to  be  his  outy  in  par- 
liament, is  certainly  a  very  wrong,  and  a 
most  groundless  imagination  :  but  to  sup- 
pose that  either  of  them  could  conceive 
the  least  grudge  against  the  other,  on  ac- 
count of  any  motion  or  question  in  parlia- 
ment, is  to  suppose  that  the  parliament  is 
directed  in  every  thing  they  do,  either  by 
the  one  or  die  other  ;  which  is  a  suppo- 
sition as  injurious  to  the  honour  of  parlia- 
ment, as  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  wjsdom 
and  justice  both  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  we 
therefore  ought  to  suppose  that  neither^  his 
Majesty,  nor  his  Royal  Highness,  knows 
any  thing  of  what  we  are  about ;  we  are  in 
duty  bound  to  suppose,  that  neither  pf 
them  will  be  offended  with  the  fate  of  this 
/  question,  be  it  what  it  will ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  suppose  it  can  occasion  any 
Dreach  between  them ;  so  that  let  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  be  of  ever  so  high 
a  nature,  it  can  be  of  no  melancholy  con- 
cern, nor  can  it  be  attended  witli  any  cruel 
consequences.  No  man  can  from  thence 
imagine  there  is  any  private  mistake  or 
dispute  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
Prmce,  because  no  man  can  justly  sup- 
pose, I  hope  no  man  does  suppose,  the 
proceedings  in  parliament  are  directed  by 
either.  'Die  only  thing  they  can  suppose 
»,  that  bis  Boy^  Higmiess  is  not  as  yet 


provided  for  in  the  manner  he  dcferrei, 
and  in  that  manner  in  which  ail  fonnei 
Princes  of  Wales  have  been ;  and  this  was 
not  oulr  supposed,  but  publiclj  kno/n,ffid 
generally  talked  of,  long  before  this  na- 
tion was  thought  of ;  therefore,  if  this  mo- 
tion has  any  effect  on  people  withoot 
doors,  it  will  be,  to  shew  them,  that  w«a:? 
mindftil  of  our  duty,  and  that  we  have  i 
due  regard  for  the  honour  of  the  naiioo, 
and  for  the  happiness  and  independe^cj 
of  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  crown. 

I  am  far  ftom  thinking,  Sir,  diat  xi 
agreeing  to  this  motion  wiQ  occa^on  cr 
breach  between  the  two  royal  peiwM 
concerned :  on  the  contrary,  I  am  cki- 
vinced  it  will  be  extremely  pleasing  to 
both.  The  Royal  Father  must  be  ote 
to  see  his  eldest  son  and  Apparent  Heir » 
^eatly  beloved,  as  to  have  the  pdiamfst 
interesting  themselves  in  hii  behtf ;  si 
the  Prince  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  pir • 
liament  taking  care  of  his  being  wide  i> 
dependent  of  his  father's  ministenasi 
servants.  Ther^ore  no  gentleman  en  a 
that  respect  be  \mder  any  dific*  is 
giving  his  vote  for  the  question;  aadlin 
surprised  to  hear  it  said  that  by  TOtnif  fe 
or  against  it,  an  injury  can  be  tkoeto 
either'  of  the  royal  persons  coBonw- 
Can  the  giving  of  an  honest  ui  &»• 
terested  advice  ever  be  looked  •'^^ 
injury  to  the  person  to  whom  il^  P^ 
Can  my  refusing  to  give  an  adnct,™i 
I  do  not  think  proper,  be  looked ««» 
injury  by  any  person  whatefg?  »g 
address  proposed  is  only  by  way  rf*^ 
and  it  is  givmg  our  ad\'icc  in  the  h"J"7* 
manner.  Shallthis,  Sir,becaIledaTi(ito« 
of  property?  ShaUitbecanedataWwj 
the  king  that  property  which  isestah&W 
in  him  by  act  of  parliament?  If  *e** 
tion  had  been,  to  bring  in  aBillfw*?! 
100,000^.  from  the  ciiS  list,  and  um 
it  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ^^^^ 
have  been  some  pretence  for  such  e^ 
mations ;  but  surely  our  adviring  w^ 
jesty,  in  the  humblest  manner,  to^ 
what  we  think  the  Prince  ouriit  teJjJJ 
can  never  be  called  a  taking  his  p«TO 
from  him  by  violence  ;  evan  sapw^fj 
had  as  good  and  as  absolute  a  nghtt^ 
whole  civil  list  revenue,  as  any  Pj* 
man  can  have  to  his  estate :  which  I  «*^ 
grant  without  some  restriction ;  fa'R 
vate  man  may  squander  his  estate* *? 
manner  he  pleases,  whereas,  Xw^ 
list  revenue  should  be  ridicukwily'lJ 
dered,  tiie  piariiament  would  htit  «ij 
to  interpose,  and'  would,  1  bd»i«^*' 
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pose  in  a  rAanner  more  efiectual  than  that 
of  addressing. 

To  pretend,^  Sir,  that  the  parliament 
has  no  power  to  appropriate  money  after 
it  is  granted,  or  that  we  never  enter  into 
any  consideration  about  money  once 
granted  to  the  crown,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  crown,  has  no  relation  to 
the  present  debate ;  because  it  is  not  now 
proposed  to  bring*  in  a  Bill  for  appropri- 
ating any  money,  nor  to  take  into  our 
consideration  any  grants  made  to  the 
crown ;  it  is  only  proposed  to  address  his 
Majesty  to  make  such  a  settlement  on  the 
Prince  of  Wales  as  we  think  necessary  for 
supporting  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  his 
high  birth :  but  f  must  confess,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  the  power  of  parliament 
comes  to  be  confined  in  either  of  the  cases 
mentioned  ;  I  am  sure  tlie  parh'ament 
often  in  one  Bill  appropriates  sums  of 
money  granted  by  lormer  Bills  in  the 
•ame  session,  and  why  it  may  not  appro- 
ipriate  money  granted  by  a  Bill  passed  in 
a  former  session,  ^I  cannot  comprehend  : 
and,  I  think,  but  last  session,  we  took  into 
our  consideration,  and  absolutely  released 
a  very  large  sum  of  money,  formerly 
granted  to  the  ^  crown,  without  any  pre- 
vious consent  of  the  crown  ;  for  I  do  not 
remember  wc  liad  any  general  message 
from  the  crown,  when  we  passed  the  late 
famous  Bill  for  and  against  smugglers,  by 
which  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  due  by 
them  to  the  crown,  was  absolutely  released 
hy  parliament;  though  it  must  be  granted, 
his  Majesty  had  as  good  and  as  absolute  a 
right  to  every  shilling  of  that  money,  as  he^ 
has  to  any  other  part  of  the  civil  list  re- 
venue. Therefore,  if  a  motion  had  actu- 
ally been  made,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
taking  100,000/.  a  year  from  the  civil  list, 
and  settling  it  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  it 
would  not  have  been  without  precedent, 
with  respect  to  our  having  no  previous 
consent  from  the  crown  ;  and  as  the  par- 
liament has  certainly  a  right  to  see  every 
sum  of  money  applied  to  that  use  for  which 
it  was  intended,  though  not  expressly  ap- 
propriated, with  respect  to  the  power  of 
parliament,  such  a  motion  would  not  have' 
been  entirely  without  reason :  but  as  the 
motion  now  made  to  us  is  only  ibr  an  ad- 
dress, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  parlia- 
ment's having  a  power  to  present  sjjch  an 
address  as  is  proposed,  and  therefore  the 
only  question  is,  Whether  or  no  it  be 
proper  ? 

.  With  respect  to  this  question.  Sir,,  the 
4^bate  seems  now  indeed,  by  his  Majesty's 
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message,  to  be  brought  within  a  very 
narrow  compass ;  it  seems  in  some  manner 
to  be  reduced  to  one  single  point,  which 
is,  whether  his  Majesty  can  spare  more 
than  50,000/.  from  the  civil  list  revenue, 
for  the  use  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales  ?  By  this  message  even  hia 
Majesty  seems  to  dcknowlec^e,  that  die 
Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  have  an  inde- 

Eendent  settlement,  and  that  it  is  now 
igh  time  that  settlement  should  be  made ; 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  whp  delivered 
us  the  message  seems  to  admit  that  the 
settlement  proposed  by  it  to  be  made  is 
not  a  sufficient  settlement ;  so  that  the 
only  question  now  remaining  is.  Whether 
the  civil  list  revenue,  as  it  stands  at  pre- 
sent, can  possibly  spare  a  larger  sum  for 
the  use  of  his  Royal  Highness  ?  And  from 
this  being  made  a  question  I  shall  shew, 
tliat  the  address  proposed  is  a  ^ery  proper 
address,  and  that  it  is  become  absolutelr 
necessary  for  us  to  agree  to  present  such 
an  address  ;  but  as  some  objections  have 
been  made  to  the  right  which  the  Prince 
has  to  a  sufficient  independent  settlement, 
I  shall  first  beg  leave  to  answer  some  of 
the  most  material  objections  I  have  heard 
made  against  it. 

The  maxims  of  state.  Sir,  in  any  king«- 
dom  or  commonwealth,  are  always  most 
certainly  to  be  deduced  from  their  ancient 
and  general  customs :  the  historians,  or 
political  writers  of  any  country,  may  be 
mistaken,  they  may  deliver  that  as  a  maxim  - 
of  state  which  never  had  any  authority  as 
such ;  they  may  neglect  to  mention,  or 
may  perhaps  not  observe  a  maxim  which 
has  always  obtained ;  but  where  a  custom  haa 
been  longand  generallyreceived,the  maxira^ 
or  rule  in  politics  upon  which  that  custom  is 
founded,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  maxim  of 
state  in  that  kingdom  or  commonwealth. 
Can  any  one  then  say>  the  settling  of  an 
independent  and  sufficient  provision  upon 
the  Prince  of  Wales  is  not  a  maxim  of 
state  in  this  kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  a  custom 
which  has  been  observed,  without  any  one 
exception,  as  long,  as  far  back,  as  we  can 
trace  our  monarchy  ?  And  the  wisdom  of 
this  maxim,  not  only  appears  from  the  na<» 
ture  of  the  thing  itself,  but  is  expressly 
pointed  at  almost  in  every  one  of  tlie 
charters  and  acts  of  Parliament  that  have 
been  granted  or  made  for  that  purpose. 
First,  with  respect  to  the  Prince,  the  wis- 
dom of  this  maxim  is  evident,  because  he 
is  thereby  enabled  to  support  the  dignity 
and  grandeur  of  his  birth,  without  a  de- 
penoance  upon  bis  father's  ministers  and 
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fthrdnts :  and  then  with  rcs|^ct  to  the 
f^wn  itself,  the  wisdom  of  thn  maxim  is 
iGftill  more  evident,  because  it  is  established 
ahd  secured  by  the  honour  and  character 
acquired  by  the  heir  apparent  These 
t^vo  considerations  are  both  pointed  at  in 
tfie  charter,  or  act  of  Parliament,  by  wtiich 
Edward  3,  granted  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall 
to  his  son  Edward  the  black  prince ;  and 
in  the  charter  granted  by  that  King  for 
<5reating  his  son  Prince  of  Wales,  the  rea- 
iton  for  that  grant  is  expressly  declared  to 
be,  for  doing  honour  to  the  ICing,  and  for 
adding  strength  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
royal  family.  TTius,  Sir,  we  see  that  the 
settling  of  an  independent  provision  upon 
the  Prmce  of  Wales,  was  looked  on  as  a 
piece  of  great  wisdom  by  Edward  S,  but 
now  it  seems  we  are  to  look  on  it  as  a  sole- 
cism in  politics,  as  a  step  which  ought  be 
the  occasion  of  great  misfortuBes  to  the 
rbyal  family. 

Hut,  Sir,  whUe  I  can  distinguish  between 
that  laudable,  that  honourable  dcpendance, 
which  proceeds  from  loyalty  and  filial. 
.  duty,  and  that  vile,  that  sordid  depen- 
dance,  which  proce<^(b  irom  lucre,  I*  shall 
always  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  our 
grea^  king  Edward  3.  The  Prince  cf 
wales  must  always  have  a'dependance  on 
the  King  as  his  father,  as  his  sovereign^ 
this  is  a  sOrt  of  dependance  which  no  nian 
can, 'Which  no  honest  man  would  endea- 
vbur  to  take  away^or  diminish ;  but  to  say 
that  he  ought  to  nave  a  pecuniary  depen- 
dance upon  the  King^  or  rather  upon  the 
King's  ministers,  is  to  s^y  he  ought  to  have 
a  sort  of  dependance  which  no  man  of 
hK>nour  or  spirit  can  submit  to ;  and  it  is  a 
sort  of  dependance  absolutely  inconsistent 
i^th  our  constitution.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  is  by  his  birth  the  first  peer  in  Par- 
litoient,  and  coiisequently  ought  not  to  be 
subjected  to  a  dishonourable  dependance 
upon  any  man;  but  if  it  should  once  be 
estabTished  as  a  tiiaxim,  that  he  ought  to  be 
uhdief  a  vile  pebuniary  dependance  upon 
his  sovereign,  it  might  then  be  justly  said, 
he  wW  not  only  the  first  peer,  but  the  first 

p^^nerin  Parliament. From  this  con- 

sMeratioh  alone  we  maysee how  absolutely 
necessary  it  is,  to  have  a  sufficient  and  in- 
dependent provision  settled  upon  eveiy 
Ptmce  of  Wales  befdre  he  comes  to  man*s 
estate ;  andthe  making  of  such  ti  settlement 
Wffl  be  so  far  from  destroying  or  diiiainish- 
irf^  that  dependance  which  proceeds  from 
loyalty  and  filial  duty,  that  it  will  increase 
and  secure  it;  whei^arf  the  keeping  him 
under  a  pecuniary  dependance  may  pro- 


voke him  to  shake  off  both  his  loyalty  and 
filial  duty.  A  pecuniary  depenclance  is  & 
dependance  of  so  slavish  a  nature,  that  do 
great  mind  can  long  bear  it :  die  more  iio- 
nour,  the  more  spirit  a  man  has»  the  more 
impatient  will  he  be  to  get  rid  of  such  a 
dependance,  and  that  impatience  may  at 
last  eet  the  better  both  of  his  loyalty  and 
his  tiflal  duty.' 

Thus,  Sir,  in  every  light  we  can  put  k, 
the  wisdom  of  this  maxim,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  observing  it,  must  appear  eridect 
to  those  who  thmk  there  is  any  other  de- 
pendance in  nature  besides  that  whith  pro- 
ceeds from  lucre.  Indeed  to  those  vho 
put  no  trust  in  any  other  sort  of  depec- 
dance,  the  politics  of  Edward  3,  and  \k 
maxim  on  which  those  politics  were  found- 
ed, must  appear  ridiculous  and  absurd; 
but,  I  hope,  there  are  no  such  gentleice} 
in  this  House.  I  hope  there  is  no  gentk- 
man  in  this  House  that  evcfkr  stibtaitted  to 
siich  a  slavish  dependence^  or  that  em 
endeavoured  to  impose  atey'  sudi  upo' 
others;  and,  I  am  suf e,  no mah caa pot 
his  only  trust  in  that  whidi^iieiias^^nffef 
felt  wiuiin  himself^  nor  evtrexperiooed 
in  oUiers. 

For  this  reason  it  cannot  but  tsfffftt 
strange  to  nie,  that  voiy  gentl^naa  ntkn 
Hbuse  should  attempt  toeVade'ordBDf 
the  maxim  I  have  endeavdiued^  to  cfeH- 
blish ;  yet  so  loth,  I  find,  are'  soiir|jBde- 
men  to  admit  of  it  as  a  maxim  tif  Mt  n 
this  kingdom,  that  they  haye  Tttaaiiat^ 
our  histories  to  find  out  other  reflBoai  fa 
the  frequent  settlements   made  upon  our 
Princes  of  Wales ;  and  though  the  securrt^ 
of  the  crown,  and  the  enabling  the  Prinu 
to  support  the  honour  and  dignity  •:' 
noble  birth,  are  the  reasons,  and  tlie 
reasons,   mentioned   in   the  charter 
which  those  settlements  were  mad. . 
we  are  told  these  were  not  the  true  reason 
but  that  the  true  reasons  were,  in  order 
do  Iionour  to  some  county  or  borou^jk,  = 
secure  the  affections  of  a  pcon!e  nrF! 
conquered,  or  to  declare  and  t 
right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  a-  i^_   : 
to  the  crown.     Thus  when  we  are  to  i 
terpret  ancient  laws  or  chaiterst,  we  £-- 
not  to   take  their  meaning  or    intencbs, 
from  the  words,  we  are  to  hav6  no  regirf 
to  the  express  words  of  the  Ia\r,  but  v? 
are  to  take  its  meaning  or  inter';  —  *"*'"* 
the  history  of  some  cotemporar 
which  we  cannot  but  be  ver}'  wei:  acqu-^si- 
ed  ;  whereas  when  we  are  to  interpret  icr 
late  statute,  for  example,  the  s*   ' 
which  the  CivU  List  revenae  v  - 
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lidhed,  ire  are  to  regard  the  words  only, 
we  are  i^ot  to  take  the  meaning  or  inten- 
tion of  Uie  law  from  the  history  of  those 
cotemporary  fects  with  which  we  are  very 
wdl  acquainted,  and  which  facts,  to  the 
particular  knowledge  of  many  of  us,  greatly 
influenced  the  passing  of  those  laws,  and 
were  the  chief  cause  ofthe  shape  they  now 
appear  in.  Whedier  this-method  of  inter- 
preting statutes  be  established  upon  mxj 
role  or  maxim  of  law,  I  do  not  know;  but 
to  me  it  seems  directhr  contrary  to  com- 
mon sense ;  and  therefore  I  must  still  con- 
tinue to  think,  it  has  alwi^s  be^:i  held  as  a 
maxim  of  state  in  this  kingdom,  that  the 
Frince  of  Wales  ought  to  have  a  sufBcient 
independent  estate  of  his  own ;  and  that 
this  maxim,  and  the  wisdom  and  policy 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  were  the  chief 
causes  of  all  those  settlements  that  have 
been  made. 

.  A  yearly  allowance,  or  an  annuity  de- 
pendmg  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
ICing,  might  perhaps  enable  Uie  Prince,  if 
he  resolved  to  spend  the  whole,  yearly  as 
it  comes  in,  to  live  in  as  grand  a  manner, 
as  an  annuity  of  the  same  value  settled 
tipon  him  inaependently  and  for  life ;  but 
as  an  annuity  depending  upon  the  will  of 
any  man  mustbe  precarious  and  uncertain, 
no  man  of  common  prudence  wUl  resolve 
to  spend  the  whole  yeariy :  he  will  look  on 
it  as  a  sunshine,  upon  the  continuance  of 
which  he  can  have  no  dependance,  and  that 
therefore  he  ought  to  save  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  provide  for  a  cloudy  or 
rainy  day.  Besides,  Sir,  an  annuity  of  such 
a  nature  looks  so  very  Hke  a  pension,  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nonour  of 
the  nation  to  su&r  that  the  heir  apparent 
to  the  crown  should  have  nothing  else  to 
depend  on.  It  would  even  be  inconsistent 
with  our  constitution.  In  this  kingdom  we 
do  not  admit  the  judges  of  our  common- 
law  courts  to  depend  upon  the  precarious 
will  and  pleasure  ofthe  King,  and  shall  we 
admit  or  sufier  that  the  prince  of  Wales, 
who  is  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme,  and 
highest  court  of  judicature  in  the  nation, 
should  have  nothing  else  to  depend  on  i 
Therefore  we  must  conclude  that,  from  the 
established  maxims  of  the  kingdom,  from  a 
continued  series  of  precedents  for  a  great 
many  ages  passed,  and  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  constitution,  the  prince  of 
Wales  has  a  right  to  a  sufficient  and  inde- 
pendent settlement ;  and  that  the  parlia- 
ment may  interpose  for  making  that  right 
effeetoal,  has  been  shewn  from  many  pre- 
cedepts. 


It  is  true.  Sir,  this  likewise  has  been  ob- 
jected to,  and  it  has  been  said,  that  the  par- 
liament has  seldom  or  never  interposed  but 
when  desired  or  prompted  by  the  crown  to 
do  80;  or  otherwise,  that  the  precedents  are 
such  as  ouffht  not  to  be  drawn  into  example. 
Sir,  there  Is  notone  of  theprecedent^  whidi 
have  been  mentioned,  that  i^pears  to  have 
been  founded  upon  any  message  from  the 
crown.  The  motion  was  perhaps,  in  some 
of  them,  made  by  one  who  was  known  to 
be  a  courtier ;  but  can  it  be  said  that  the 
motion's  being  made  by  a  courtier,  with- 
out so  much  as  signifying  he  had  any  au- 
thori^  from  die  crown  for  that  purpose, 
would  have  made  it  proper  for  the  parlia- 
ment to  have  agreed  to  a  motion,  which  it 
would  not  have  been  proper  for  t]}em  to 
have  agreed  to,  if  the  same  had  been  mad^ 
by  any  other  person,  or  by  one  who  wai 
not  known  to  be  a  courtier  i  Therefore  we. 
must  suppose,  that  without  any  r^ard  to 
the  mover,  the  parliament  approved  of  the 
motion,  and  thought  it  such  a  one  as  waa 
proper  for  them  to  agree  to;  and  from 
theface  we  must  condude,  that  every  one 
ofthe  precedents  mentioned  in  the  liegiu'* 
ning  of  ^is  debate  is  a  good  precedent  for 
theaddress  proposed. 

But  unluckily.  Sir,  for  the  gentlemen  of 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  there  are,  I 
think,  very  sufficient  reasons  for  believing, 
the  address,  or  petition  of  parliament,  for 
having  Richard  the  son  ofthe  blackprinca 
creat^  prince  of  Wales,  was  resolved  on 
by  parliament  without  any  direction  frcmi, 
nay  probably  in  opposition  to  the  court  at 
that  time ;  for  it  aj^pears  from  our  records 
that  that  young  pnnce  was  sent  to  parlia* 
ment  at  the  desire  and  upon  a  petition  of 
the  Commons;  and  when  the pariiameat 
addretted  for  having  him  created  prince  of 
Wales,  the  King's  answer  shews  he  waa 
not  very  well  pleased  with  the  address ;  for 
in  his  answer  he  tells  them^  the  creating 
of  a  prince  of  Wales  no  way  belonged  to 
the  parliament,  but  to  the  King  only ; 
whicn  is  an  answer  it  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed he  would  have  made,  if  the  addresa 
of  parliament  had  proceeded  from  his  au* 
thority,  or  had  been  moved  for  with  his 
approbation :  then  again,^rom  the  circum^ 
stances  ofthe  court  at  that  time,  it  is  not 
prd)ablethe  King  would  have  been  so  for- 
ward in  creating  his  grandson  prince  of 
Wales,  if  he  had  not  been  forced  to  it  by  hie 
parliament ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Kmg,  in 
nis  old  affe,  fdl  into  a  sort  of  love  doU^, 
and  gave  himself  entirely  up  to  the  manaffe* 
ment  of  his  mijHress  Alice  Fierce,  and  M 
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mA  toa,  the  dukt  of  Lancaster;  which 
ed  a  nioet  reaMnable  jealous  j  in  Edward 

black  prince,  who  was  ikeu  upon  his 
fch-bed,  and  therefore  coii^d  not  bwk  be 
tons  aboae  the  safety  and  right  of  his 
f  sen  prince  Richai^  wham  he  finind 
was  soon  to  leave  a  duld  in  the  haoda 
L  doting  graBcKuiiery  and  an  andbitions 
irmg  umieb  For  this  reason,  it  is 
ughtyhe  applied  privately  to  narliamenty 
it^ey  obliged  the  Kingto  send  hisaecond 
abroad,  and  to  banisli  his  mistress  and 
lier  favourites  fi:oiii  court  which  hap- 
led  onhr  about  a  year  befi^re  the  black 
ice's  otath;^  but  no  sooner  was  that 
ice  dead  than  the  King  recidledtfais  didce 
Lancaster ;  end  Alice  Fwioe,  and  her 
jurttes,  resnmed  their  [daces  and  their 
Hrest  at  couart,  insoniudi  that  a  member 
iie  House  of  Conunoos  was  imprisoned 
having  sooke  fiiBely  i^^st  her  in  paiv 
aent,  aim  was  actually  a  pnaoner,  when 
ice  Richard  wascreatodprtnceofWaleSy 
ich  shews  that  the  King  was  then  very 
eh  under  her  mamgeiutot ;  and  it  is  not 
y  probable  she  irouM  adhrise  the  king 
^  so  vei^  speedy  in  conferrinff  that  ho- 
u-  on  prince  Richard,  since  we  could 

but  be  sensible  tfai^  young  prince's 
ler  >hAd  been  the  canse  of  her  having 
nbuushedtfae  court.  For  these  rea« 
s  I  think  it  may  most  probably  be  pre* 
led,  that  both  die  motiona  in  fkvoor  of 
oce  Ridmrd,  bodi  that  for  hlsoonuagto 
]ianeB(t,  and  that  for  creatinglum  prmct 
Vfales,  were  made  and  earned  in  paiv 
ncnt,  in  oppositlc^  to  the  court  at  that 
e.  This  fully  jGffitifies  the  motion  now 
de,  and  shews  wie  hsrve  a  H^  and  a 
rer  to  interpose  in  feveur  of  the  heir  ap* 
ent  to  the  crown,  without  any  previous 
isent  of  approbation  firom  the  crown ; 
1  I  hope  it  will  not  be  said  of  the 
^  of  Edward  Sv  as  has  been  said  of 
reign  of  Henry  6,  that  nothing  tiiat  hap- 
led  in  Uiat  reign  ought  to  be  made  a 
cedent  for  any  thing  in  the  pn^ent 
rn. 

3ut,  Sir,  even  with  respeot  to  the  reign 
Hlenry  6.  As  unfortunate,  as  tepipes- 
us  a  reign  as  it  was,  there  were  many 
igs  then  done  by  parliament,  which 
;ht  to  be  made,  and  which,  I  hope,  al- 
ys  will  be  fUlowed  as  good  precedents, 
often  as  the  parliament  has  the  same 
as! on.  When  the  nation  has  the  good 
:une  to  be  under  a  wise  and  a  prudent 
ninistration,  the  parliament  has  never 
occasion  to  exert  any  of  its  extraordi- 
y  powers.    It  is  in  a  weak  reign,  or 
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under  a  wicked  adiBtiustratiett»  we  are  to 
look  for  the  p<»wers  of  parhasBent;  itis  im 
tempestaovs  dmes  thestate  ^ies  to  parlis* 
ment  for  preservation ;  there,  I  trust  id 
God,  the  state  shall  alwajrs  find  it»  and 
dien  the  posrar  of  pariiamettt  can  be 
bovnded  l^r  nothing  bat  the  goad  of  tha 
public. 

Anodier  precedent,  which  we  are  tdd 
ought  npt  to  be  fettowed,  is  that  which 
happened  in  the  reiga  of  king  WiJliani  i 
and  why  is  not  this  lo  be  foBowed  I  B^ 
eause  it  produced  a  prorogatioD.  fihr,  i 
say,  for  that  vesy  reason  it  ought  to  bo 
highly  applauded,  andoagfatto  be  fottofwed* 
Ctti  it  be  said  that  the  princess  Anne  of 
Denmark  ong^  not  to  have  had  aome  ad* 
ditioml  settlement  made  ij^ien  her?  Would 
not  soch  a  negleet  have  been  a  Uendsii 
opon  the  ^^ory  of  that  reign  i  Yet  that 
wise  and  great  Kins,  by  the  luivice  of  sona 
weak  or  mdiesoTisnvourites,  woidd  prob&» 
biy  have  cooMoaitted  that  error,  or  would 
at  least  have  omitted  thatda^,if  it  had 
not  been  for  liie  honour,  tlie  fiddily^ 
aodthe  obstinacv  of  his  paitiament  They 
diougfatit  was  wnat  the  King  ought  to  do^ 
they  ^erafoiie  theu^t  it  was  their  duty 
to  advise  him  t»  da  it;  they  iaaistad  apoa 
it,  notwiihsifladkg  Uie  Kmg's  displeasun^ 
and  by  diBobUgiDg  him  they  put  one  of  tfaa 
gpoateiteh^gationsiqHmhmi ;  because  ther 
at  last  pre^aded  with  him  to  do  that  -wtdA 
was  li^ht.  The  behaviour  of  that  pai^ia^ 
meat  is  dierelbre  a  slorions  cxample» 
whidi  I  hope,  will  be  followed  bythis*  I 
can  have  no  apprehensioB  thatan  unsea^> 
aonablepn>n)||atKm  willba  the  eonsequoioe 
of  our  agreeing  to  this  motion ;  but  if  it 
diould,  it  can  be  no  raaaon  against  our 
agreeing  to  the.  motiott :  it  would  be  a 
Strong  reason  for  our  resaming  the  afiir^ 
and  agreeing  to  a  motion  ef  the  same  na* 
ture  the  rery  fii%t  day  of  the  next  sessiea*. 

But  we  have  been  toM,  Sir,  there  mof 
be  a  reason  for  the  parliament's  interposing 
between  a  king  and  his  presumptive  heir, 
which  can  never  hold  with  respect  to  a 
king  and  his  eldest  so^ :  because  it  is  not 
so  natural  for  a  man  to  provide  honouraUy 
for  his  presumptive  heir,  as  it^  is  to  proviite 
for  his  own  children.  Suppose  then  a  king 
who  has  no  children,  does  not  provide  ho- 
nourably for  his  presumptive  heir,  what  is 
it  that  gives  the  parliament  a  right  to  in- 
termeddle ^  Is  it  not  the  right  which  that 
presumptive  heir  has  by  the  constitution 
and  maxims  of  this  kingdom  to  a  sufficient 
independent  settlement,  and  the  power 
the  parliament  has  to  see  that  right  uHad^^ 
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«fiectttal^  Andhainet  the  heir  appiu*ent 
lur  good  a  right,  by  the  ccottitution  and 
twiTimt  of  this  kiogdomy  to  a  sufficient  ia- 
dependent  settlement,  as  the  heir  pre- 
vumptive?  Surdy  he  has;  he  has  not  only 
the  some  right  by  the  masiiu  of  the  king- 
cbniy  hot  also  an  additional  ri^  by  the  laws 
ef  nature ;  and  if  the  Kitk^  his  fisUher  should 
neglect  or  refuse  to  give  him  his  ri^ht, 
which  may  certainly  happen  some  tune 
«r  other  to  be  the  case,  has  not  the  par- 
liaineat  a  nower  to  see  that  right,  at  least 
whioh  he  has  by  the  maxims  of  the  king- 
dom, made  effectual  ?  To  say  they  have 
not,  woukl  be  to  teU  us,  that  where  the 
maaiims  of  the  kingdom  only  are  neglected, 
tiw  paitonent  may  hiterpoee,  in  order  to 
pfocore  a  remedy ;  but  where  both  the  laws 
«£natcnre  and  the  mazhna  of  the  Idngdoite 
art  neglected,  the  parliament  caimet  in- 
terpose, nor  make  the  least  step  towards 
procnrmg  a  remedy  • 

To  a^^d  falling  mto  such  a  palpable 
aibsurdity,  we  are  teld,  that  coronMn  de* 
cency  dees  not  admit  of  the  parliamest^s 
inlerpotiB|  between  fiUher  and  sen,  that  it 
would  be  mtermeddlJBg  in  the  Kii^a  do- 
■aettie  afturs,  and  pvtsoribinff  to  his  Ma- 
jei^  what  proviskm  he shooldmake  for  his 
^^ukben;  and  lastly,  that  thowh  the  par- 
liaaisiit  may  hme  a  r^bt  to oftradviceto 
their  severeign  in  affiars  which  regard  his 
political  and  royal  capacity,  yet  they  never 
ou^ht  to  offer  advice  to  mm  in  anr  affidrs 
whidi  regard  only  his  natural  and  peter- 
na)  capao^.  As  lor  common,  decency, 
filir,  it  can  never  be  incomistent  with  a 
laan^ediity;  dierefoe  li  it  be  the  duty  of 
MBiiament  to  interpose  so  hr  between  the 
iraigandhiB  eldests«ii,aB  toadvise  thefather 
to  makethat  settlement  upon  his  eldest  son, 
Vhidi  he  is  behind  to  make  by  the  maxims 
and  the  laws  ofhis  kingdom,  common  de- 
cency can  never  ibrbid  or  prevent  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty,  nor  can  any  humble 
and  respectful  address  or  petf  tion  from  par- 
liament, ever  be  caHed  A  prescribing  to  the 
lling  what  provision  he  should  make  for 
in^  of  hi*  children;  but  4f  it  sliouM,  die 
prmces  and  princesses  of  ^e  ro3Fal  liimily 
are  in  some  manner  die  children  of  thie 
nation,  as  was  in  a  late  case  most  solemnly 
deeilbd;  diey  are  idft  somuch  the  children 
of  die  naliob,  that  the  nation  is  in  honour 
bennd  to  see  them  provided  for  in  a  manner 
anitidile  to  their  high  birdi ;  dierefore  the 
parliaiaent  has  seme  S<iit  of  right  to  pre- 
scribe what  may  be  deemed  an  honourable 
provision  for  dverj  one  of  ditm  i  they  are 
te  give  that  provision,  and  smely  ibej 


have  a  rmhtto  see  what  they  give  proper- 
ly applidoL  But  with  respect  to  the  eldest 
son,  and  heir  i^x>arent  of  the  crowA,  it  has 
been  made  so  fuUy  appear,  and'h^  been 
ee  genersU^  adantted,  that  the  nation  has 
a  concern  in  seeing  him  honourably  pro- 
vided for,  that  r  am  surprized  to  hear  it  so 
much  as^  insinuated,  that  an  Address  for 
diat  purpose  woukt  be  an  iotermeddhng  in 
the  Kriiig's  domestic  alfium,  or  in  those  at- 
&irs  wweh  rep»d  only  his  natural  and 
paternal  OMOcsty :  it  is  an  a&ir  which  re- 
gards his  M^esty^B  political  and  roynlcapa- 
dty  as  much  as  it  ooes  iik  natural  and  pa- 
teiMi  capacity;  and  therefore  the  pania- 
mtnt  has  as  good  a  right  to  ofter  their  ad- 
vice in  that  wliir  as  they  can  have  in  any 
odier« 

I  hM>e,  8ir,  I  have  now,  to  the  sadsfao^ 
tien  of  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  ea- 
tid>iished  his  royal  highness  the  Prmce  of 
Wales^s  right  to  a  sofiScient  and  ind^ 
pendent  s^ement  by  die  maxims  Of  the 
longdom,  and,  I  hope,  I  have  equaBy 
eetfiilished  die  power  the  purliament 
has  to  interposer  «t  least  by  an  address, 
in  order  to  see  that  r^bt  made  effec- 
tual, both  itom  fM'ecedent  and  from  the 

nature  of  the  thing  itself.^ With  r^ 

spect  to  the  right  whidi  his  Royal  High^ 
ness  aaay  h^ve  to  such  a  settlement,  either 
in  law  or  eqni^,  from  the  method  in 
iddch  the  civil  list  is  now  established, 
and  from  dM  statutes  by  which  Uiat  e»* 
tabhshment  was  noade,  I  hope  no  gett^ 
tieman  expects  we  are  bound  tom^e  out 
th»  right  in  the  same  manner  itwoiridbe, 
or  ought  to  be  made  out,  in  any  of  die 
courts  in  Westnnnster-haU ;  and  therefore 
I  beliei^,  1  aeed^  not  take  any  notice  of 
that  leuving  which  haebeen  made  use  of 
to  pove  that  be  has  not  such  a  right  as 
would  be  recoverable  inai^  of  the  courts 
below.  It  may  be  trae,  that  he  has  no 
such  ri^tas  would  endde  him  to  mm 
andj^ecoter  in  any  of  die  courts  m  West- 
rainstcv-hafi^  and  yet  be  may  have  a  righ$ 
both'in  Kaw  andeqmty,  and  such  a  right  as 
the  parfiament  are  bound  to  see  made  ef- 
IbctuaL  The  courts  of  conmNm  law,  we 
know,  are  conftned  to  very  strict  rules,  k 
ifr  necessary  they  should  be  so;  but  in  par- 
liament wo  are  bound  t»  Ibllow  justice  and 
Hfuty  wherever  we  eai^  fmd  it,  and  to  ad^ 
vmniiisr  it  impartially  wlien  we  have  found 
it:  in  so  dmng  we  diow  a  proper  regard 
to  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  crown, 
as  weO  as  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  subject;  and  while  bis  Majesty's  mi- 
nistes  ure  aa  loysl  as-  Ins  laithAd  Cem* 
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mons  hare  always  shewed  themsdves  to 
be,  the  general  equity  of  an  act  of  par- 
liament will  be  as  sacred,  as  religiously 
observed,  and  as  closely  adhered  to  at 
St.  James's  as  the  words  of  it  are  in  West* 
minster-halL 

But,  Sir,  notwithstanding  the  narrow 
limits  our  judges  at  common  law  have 
confined  themselves  to,  notwithstanding 
their  close  adherence  to  the  letter  o£  the 
law,  I  can  hardly  believe  they  will  eive  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
has  no  right  either  in  law  or  equity  to  a 
support  out  of  the  civil  list  revenue ;  be* 
cause  he  has  certainly  as  good  a  right  to 
that  share  of  the  civil  list  revenue  which 
was  intended  for  him  by  parliament,  as 
they  have  to  the  salaries  they  enjoy, 
.^eidier  his  right  nor  their  right  is  founded 
Upon,  the  express  words  of  any  statute, 
they  are  both  founded  upon  the  meaning 
and  intention  of  the  legislature,  at  the  time 
those  statutes  were  passed,  by  which  the 
civil  list  is  established,  and  they  must 
stand  and  fall  together.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say,  that  our  learned  judges  would  at 
any  time  be  biassed  in  their  opinion  by 
their  own  interest,  I  am  sure  the  present 
would  not.  No,  Sir ;  they  certainly  think, 
and  every  man  I  believe,  thinks,  they  have 
both  a  legal  and  an  equitable  right  to  the 
ludaries  the^  now  enjoy,  and  as  the  prince 
of  Wales's  right  stands  upon  the  same  foun- 
dation, they  would  certainly  judee  of  it  as 
they  do  of  their  own,  and  womd  conse- 
quently give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it 
was  a  right  founded  both  in  law  and 
equity. 

Suppely,.Sir,  neither  the  judges  in  West- 
minster-hall, nor  any  lawyer,  nor  any  man 
in  the  kingdom,  can  say,  the  prince  of 
Wales  has  no  right  to  have  a  necessary 
support  allowed  mm  out  of  the  civil  list. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  other  side  of  the 

Question  do  not  pretend  to  say  any  such 
ling ;  they  have  even  told  ui^,  the  eldest 
son  of  every  landed  gentleman  in  Eng- 
land ought  to  be  supported  out  of  his 
father's  estate,  and  that  that  support  ought 
to  be  according  to  the  character  and 
circumstances  of  the  family;  but,  say 
they^e  has  no  legal  or  equitable  right  to 
auy  particular  sha^  of  his  fatl)^r's  estate, 
or  to  any  share  but  such  as  his  father 
pleases  to  allow  Jiim,  unless  that  right  be 
established  by  some  settlement  agreed  to 
by  the  father.  1%  not  this.  Sir,  to  tell  us, 
the  son  has  a  right  and  no  right  i  He  has 
a  right  to  be  supported  out  of  his  father's 
•statei  but  he  has  no  right  to.  that  support^ 


ynless  his  fiither  pleases  to  allow  it  luia» 
This  method  of  arguing  might,  for  wfast  I 
know,  be  of  some  wei^t  in  WestouDster* 
hall ;  but  surely,  it  can  be  of  no  weight  in 
this  House.    If  a  son  has  a  right  to  ba 
supTOrted  out  of  his  Other's  estate  sc- 
coroing  to  the  character  and  circumstaoces 
of  the  mmily,  he  certainly  l^s  both  a  Iml 
and  an  equitable  right  to  that  pertiailar 
share  of  his  Other's  estate,  which  bean  a 
just  proportion  to,  and  is  determined  by 
the  character  and  circumstances  of  mt 
family ;  and  if  the  &ther  does  not  aUtfir 
him  uiat  share,  he  certainly  withholds  hii 
right  from  him.     This  rig^t  may  po^upi 
not  be  recoverable  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
Westminster-hall;   but  there  are  many 
good  and  just  rights  which  are  not  made 
recoverable  in  Westminster-hall,  because 
the  making  them  recoverable  there,  woidd 
occasion  such  a  multitude  of  law-suits,  4tf 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  general  good 
of  society.    The  right  a  man  hasto  plati- 
tude in  return  for  benefits  bestowed,  is  not 
recoverable  by  any  action  or  suit  at  lav, 
yet  that  right  is  as  good  and  as  equitablea 
right  as  any  right  a  man  can  have.  In 
the  same  manner  the  ri^t  the  Fnaot 
jias  to  a  sufficient  independent  settlement 
out  of  the  civil  list  revenue,  is  a^oodand 
an  equitable  riffht,  and  though  it  be4)0t 
recoverable  at  law,  yet  it  is  such  anditai 
may^be  regarded  said  ought  to  be  ennroed 
by  parliament. 

To  make  still  a  farther  use  of  the  r^ 
of  private  men,  in  order  to  clear  up  tbc 
right  now  under  our  consideiatioa;  sap- 
pose.  Sir,  a  country  gentleman  hasasmaU 
estate,  and  a  great,  number  of  chUdrea; 
suppose  a  neighbouring  gentleman  or  »• 
lauon,  of  a  plentiful  estate  and  bounti&l 
disposition,  takes  notice  of  his  neighbour's 
jor  his  relation's  difficulties^andin  order ^ 
relieve  him,  and  enable  him  to  su{^port  his 
family,  setUes  a  huge  annuity  i^a^ 
for  life ;  and  suppose  that  in  the  ie^j' 
establishing  that  annuity  it  is  expres^ 
mentioned,  that  the  annuity  was  granted 
.  him  in  order  to  enable  hun  to  sW*| 
and  provide  honourably  for  his  ^'^"'^^ 
should  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  odest 
son  of  that  country  gentleman  would  ha^e 
any  ri^t  to  be  supported  out  of  that  an- 
nuity, and  what  sort  of  rkht  he  wouW 
have?  Ibelicveinthatcase,bewouldhtf« 

not  only  a  right  established  up<m  ^if^ 
ral  principles  of  equity,  but  such  f  *W 
as  would  be  recoverable  in  the  *^^ 
chancery,  eq^ially  if  the  I5'*"'^[^jj? 
annuity  joip^  with  him  in  tfce.coBf***^ 
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And  I  am  very  certain,  if  the  annuitant 
should  waste  his  annuity,  and  n^^ect  to 
provide  sufficiently  for  his  children,  espe- 
cially for  his  eldest  son,  the  granter  would 
Imve  a  right  to  complain,  or  at  least  io 
advise,  or  desire  of  him  that  he  would 
apply  the  annuity  to  those  uses  for  which 
be  hiad  granted  it ;  and  his  giving  such  an 
advice  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  if 
be  intended  that  the  annuitant's  eldest  son 
and  apparent  heir,  should  likewise  be  his 
heir  and  next  successor  to  his  estate. 
This  is  so  iqpposite  to  the  case  i>ow  before 
us,  that  I  need  not  make  any  application* 
It  not  only  shows  that  the  Prince  has  a 
right  to  a  sufficient  settlement  out  of  the 
.civil  list  revenue,  but  it  shows  that  we  have 
a  right,  that  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  inter- 
pose, in  order  to  see  that  right  made  effec- 
tual. 

^  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  the  Prince  has  a 
right  to  be  supported  out  of  the  civil  list 
revenue  by  the  general  maxims  of  the 
kingdom,  and  also  by  the  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  those  very  statutes  by  which  the 
S resent  civil  list  was  established ;  and  if 
e  has  a  ri^t  to  any  support,  he  has 
certainly  a  n^t  to  a  sufficient  support,  to 
such  a  support  as  the  hi^h  character  of  die 
royal  fkmdy  of  Great  Britain  mi^  require, 
and  the  present  circumstances  of  the  civil 
^  revenue  will  admit  of  ;  therefore,  if  the 
settlement  proposed,  by  the  message  now 
before  us,  to  be  made,  be  not  sufficient, 
the  message  is  so  ftr  from  being  an  argu- 
ment against,  that  it  is  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  that  can  be  thought  of,  for  the 
motion ;  because  it  shews  that  without 
the  interposition  of  parliament,  his  Royal 
Highness  is  not  to  have,  nor  can  expect  a 
aumcient  settlement  That  the  settlement 
proposed  to  be  made  upon  his  Royal  High- 
ness by  this  message,  is  not  sufficient,  has 
been  in  some  manner  acknowledged  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  deUvered  us 
the  message ;  but  farther,  Sir,  it  has  been 
expressly  acknowledged  by  the  King  him- 
self. By  the  regulation  and  settlement  of 
the;Pnace's  houshold,  as  made  some  time 
since  by  his  Majesty  himself,  the  yearly 
expence  comes  to  68,000/.  without  allowing 
one  shilling  to  his  Royal  Highness  fbr  acts 
•foharity  and  generosity.  £y  the  message 
now  before  us,  it  ia  proposed  to  settle  upon 
him  only  50,000/.  a  year,  and  yet  from 
this  sum  we  must  deduot  the  knd  tax, 
whieh  at  two  shillings  in  the  pound 
amounts  to  SfiOOL  a  year,  we  must  likewise 
.deduct  the  sixpenny  duty  to  the  crdl:  list 
lottery,  which  amoimts  to  IfiSOl.  a  year. 


and  also  we  must  deduct  the  fees  payable 
at  the  exchequer,  which  will  amount  to 
about  750/.  a  year  more ;  all  which  deduc- 
tions amount  to  7>000/.  a  year,  and  reduces 
the  50,000/.  a  year  proposed  to  be  settled 
upon  him  by  the  message,  to  43,000^  a 
year:  now  as  his  Royal  Highness  has  no 
other  estate  but  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall, 
which  cannot  be  reckoned  at  the  most 
above  9,000/.  a  year,  his  whole  yearly  re- 
venue can  amount  but  to  52,000/.  a  year; 
an4  yet  the  yearly  expence  of  his  houshold, 
according  tohisMajes^'s  own  regulation,is 
to  amount  to  63,600/.  a  year,  without  allow- 
ing his  Royal  Highness  one  shiUing  for  the 
indulgence  of  that  ^nerous  and  cmaritable 
di^osition  with  which  he  is  known  to  be 
endued,  to  a  very  eminentdegree.  Suppose 
then  we  allow  him  but  10,000/.  a  year 
for  the  indulgence  of  that  laudable  disposi- 
tion, his  whole  yearly  expence,  by  his  Ala- 
jesty's  own  adsnowledgment,  must  then 
amount  to  73,000/.  a  year,  and  his  yearly 
income,  according  to  this  message,  can 
amount  to  no  more  than  52,000/.  a  year. 
Is  this,  Sur,  shewing  any  respect  to  his 
merit  i  Is  this  providmg  for  his  generosity  ? 
Is  it  not  reducing  him  to  a  real  want,  even 
with  respect  to  his  necessities,  and  conse- 
quently to  an  unavoidable  dependance,  and 
a  vile,  a  pecuniary  dependance  too,  upon 
his  father's  ministers  and  servants  ?  I  con- 
fess. Sir,  when  I  fint  heard  this  motion 
made,  I  was  wavering  a  good  deal  in  my 
opinion;  but  this  message  has  confirmed 
me :  I  now  see  that  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  parliament,  his  Royal  Highness  the 
prince  of  Wales,  the  Hefr  Apparent  to 
our  crown,  must  be  reduced  to  the  greatest 
straits,  the  most  insuffisrable  luurdships.  * 

After  what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  I 
need  not  take  up  your  time  with  shewing 
the  yearly  value  of  the  settlements  made 
upon  former  princes  of  Wales  ;  the  insuf« 
ficiency  of  the  settlement  proposedfor  the 
present  is  so  demonstrable  from  the  calcu* 
lations  and  accounts  I  have  laid  be&re  you^ 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  having  recourse 
to  former  precedents,  for  shewing  that  in« 
sufficiency;  yet  I  cannot  omit  taking  no- 
tice to  you,  that  the  revenue  enjoyed  by 
the  late  king  James  while  duke  of  York^ 
though  but  presumptive  heir  of  the  crown, 
amounted  to  104',000/.  a  year;  and  the 
revenae  enjoyed  by  the  present  King, 
while  prince  of  Wales,  amounted  to  up« 
wards  of  100,000/.  a  year;  which  I  take 
notice  of  in  order  to  shew  you,  that  his 
Majesty  did  not  propose  any  uiing  extraor- 
dinary or  extravaganty  when  be  regulated 
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nd  settled  the  hmuhold  for  his  prcaeot 
loyal  Highness. 

I  come  DOW,  Sir,  to  the  last  questxm, 
nd  which  I  take  to  he,  indeed,  the  only 
uestion  ki  this  debate,  which  is,  whethcnr 
;  be  possible  for  his  Majesty  to  spare  more 
tian  50,000/.  a  year  for  his  Koyal  Highne^, 
rom  the  civil  list,  as  it  now  stands  esta^ 
lished  I  And  this  question  I  shall  consider 
1  two  methods ;  first  by  shewing  that  the 
ivil  list,  as  now  established,  must  amount 
\>  above  100,000/.  a  year  more  than  was 
rer  had  or  enjoyed  by  his  late  Majesty ; 
nd  nert,  by  soppodng  that  it  amounts  to 
o  more  than  was  enjoyed  by  his  late  Ma- 
^y.  In  the  first  mediod.  Sir,  let  us  re- 
lember,  it  was  acknowledged  in  parliament 
efore  the  late  ein  act  was  passed,  that 
be  produce  of  the  whole  taxes,  excises, 
nd  duties,  appropriated  to  the  civil  list, 
mounted  to  818,000/.  a  year:  I  believe 
;  will  be  admitted  that  the  70,000/.  a  year 
ranted  by  that  act  to  the  civil  list,  and 
lade  pay^e  out  of  the  aggregate,  or  ra- 
[ler  out  of  the  sinking-fund,  does  more 
iian  compensate  die  loss  the  civfl  last  sus- 
lined  by  tdking  from  it  the  duties  o» 
[nrituous  liquors,  im  which  case  the  in- 
rease  of  tfaeexciaeiqiOB  beer  and  ide,  oc- 
asioned  bytiie  preventing  die  retail  of 
pirituous  liqiion,  must  wholly  be  a  nett 
rofit  to  the  ctYil  Isl ;  the  Jncyeaie  c^  Xht 
xciae  ueon  bee?  and  ale,  if  I  em  rightly 
nformea,  amoeote^finr  the  very  first  qoer- 
sr,  I  mean  fhra  Michadmasto  ChnsQttae 
ist,  to  near  90,0002.  one  halfof  whidiffoes 
y  the  drii  Hat;  ao  that  we  nay  reeJcon 
lie  csvH  Ittt  has  fot  by  the  gin  act,  an  ad» 
iitioii  of  at  kasfc  GO^OOOL  a  year ;  besides 
rhat  is  got  by  tibe  increase  of  the  wine- 
iccBsce  daty,  vhieb  every  one  knows  has 
een  gi^at^  uKreased  by  ptohibitin^  the 
itatt  of  tpyrkuoos  MquosB.  Then,  Sir,  let 
tt  recottect;  that  a  littfe  befisre  his  present 
Sijesty's  aceessiony  the  civil  hsl  was  dn- 
lMffgedof36,200LayeariBpensMns/Mrhioh» 
4Bcmg  the  greatest  ipart  of  his  Isae  Ma* 
BSly's  rei^  were  paid  out  of  theerrilhst, 
«*  eirer  smoe  his  Mi^esty'saocassion  have 
«en  a  burthen  upon,  and  paid  out  of  the- 
dblieservica  Let  ua  add  together  these 
bree  sums  of  818,000/.  60i,000^  and 
6^200^  and  tfcqr  amount  to  9U,fi00i 
'hach«  according  to  the  hi^est  probahih^, 
^e  nmsl  aMow  to  be  the  yearly  amonni  of 
\t  cWil  lim  revenue  as  now  estaUished, 
ad  wfaidk  ia  114,000^  a  yeax,  more  than 
pas  enjoyed  by  his  late  Majesty,  even  in* 
kiding  all  the  particular  grants  that  wertf 
ecasBonafiy  Doaoe  iQ  tb^  mi  list  91  hia 
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But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all;  his  present  Ma^ 
jesty  has  had  one  very  extraordinary  grant 
of  115/XX)/.  made  to  the  civil  list;  andthe 
80,000/.  granted  as  a  fortune  to  the  prin^ 
cess  royu,  may  properly  be  said  to  have 
been  an  extraordinary  grant  to  the  cviiA 
list;  for  though  I  jam  far  from  find^ 
ing  fault  with  toat  grant,  yet  as  tiie  civil 
list  was  granted  in  order  to  enable  his 
M^esty  to  make  an  honound>le  proviiuon 
for  his  whole  royal  fiunily,  that  princess's 
marriage  profvtsion  shoukl  have,  been  pud 
out  of  the  civil  list ;  and  smce  the  public 
took  it  upon  them,  it  ought  to  be  looked 
on,  as  a  new  and  extraordinary  grant  made 
to  the  civil  list.  Then,  Sir,  I  must  not 
forget  another  yearly  addition,  which  roaj 
be  looked  on  as  a  very  great  sum,  consider* 
ing  from  whence  it  comes,  I  mean  a  sum 
of  40,000/.  a  year  from  l^cotland,  which  is 
BOW  a  yeariy  ad^tion  to  the  civil  list.  I 
wfll  not,  iofdeed,  take  upon  me  to  say,  that 
^  whole  or  any  part  of  Uiat  sam  is  brought 
in  specie  to  Lcndoa :  but  if  it  is  laid  out 
for  paying  pensions  in  Scotland,  whicb 
must  be  paid  yearly  out  of  the  civil  lat 
terenue,  I  may  take  upon  me  to  say,  it 
prevents  an  effosl  sum  frem  being  sent 
yeniy  in  specie  fironL  London.  From  all 
yMda  ooaaiaeratiens,  i  think  it  is  evident^ 
his  present  Ma^esty^  has  aboire  lO0,O0QC  m 
year  more  than  his  late  Ms|esty  ever  en-» 
joyed,  and  therefore  we  nrast  conclude  hm 
may  easily  mre  IQOfi&dl*  a  year  for  thn 
use  of  bis  Royal  H^|k:ies8,  withoot  any 
great  frugdizty  or  ^ood  management,  and 
without  conAracting  war  part  ef  that  ex«« 
pence  whidi  was  rauM  necesMry  in  die 


me  reign.  I  wm  near.  Sir,  to  mafce  a  su^ 
position,  whidi,  I  believe,  no  geBdemaA 
diathen^me,  win  join  with,  cne  in:  I  od 
to  suppose  that  die  civil  list  revcnne,  witk 
aU  the  additions  and  ioopravenwota  latsiy* 
Duide  to  it,  docs  not  prninoe  one  sbiilm^ 
more  than  bis  late  Mi^esty  enjoyed,  in^^ 
dudkif  the  several  occasional  grants  thnfe 
were  made  to  bin :  in  diort,  I  am  to  snp-« 
pose,  it  does  not  pradttce  one  sUilin^  moen 
than  eOQfiOOL  a  year;  and  if  npoajhaa 
soppesitioia  I  can  shew,  that  w^  tolerabln 
roaittgement,  it  mky  spare  lOOgOOO/.  ayeav 
to  die  Pmee,  ^  'im  aare  every  gentlenuna 
will  cendude,  his  Iboyal  Hi^bness  oujghi 
to  hnve  at  least  that  sum  settlod  i^pen  him ;: 
and  th^  opj^tion  that  has  be^  aMdeiad 
this  motion,  and  the  message  ww  have  te4 
ceified^  wiQ  be  additional  arguments  for 
having  diat  snm  settled  upon  him  in  thn 
most  indq»eadent  manner.  We  tsmj^  T9f* 
V  ^r  or  «t  lOMtiaaniay  see  bj  tM 
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journals/ dMit  when  the  700»0(M.  a  year 
was  settled  upon  his  late  Majesty,  the  state 
of  the  King'A  household,  and  alto  the  state 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  household,  and 
the  whole  articies  of  expence  necessary 
for  supporting  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,  or '<^  the  Heir  Apparent,  were 
very  minutely  and  lABturely  examined  into 
and  oonsiderdd,  and  upon  that  minute  and 
strict  examination  it  was  found,  that 
600,0002.  a  year  was  sufficient  for  support^ 
ing  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  that  100|00M.  a  year  was  the  least  that 
was  necessary  for  sumorting  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Heir  Apparent.  In 
the  odcalations  made  at  that  tune,  we  are 
not  to  suppose,  the  Parliamait  restricted 
themselves  to  the  nett  sum  which  appeared 
to  be  necessary  for  supporting  the  King's 
hoosludd  and  ciril  government.  we 
cannot  suppose  any  sueh  thing,  because 
the  nett  stun  found  necessary  m  that  par- 
pose  in  the  late  queen's  time,  appears  never 
to  have  exceeded  490,OOM.  a  year ;  and  in 
the  first  year  of  the  late  king,  the  vviioie 
fexpence  of  Ihs  houshold  and  civil  govern* 
tnent,  amouated  to  but  about  453,0002.  so 
tiiat  k  they  had  restricted  the)sise(v>es  to 
Ihe  nett  earn  which  appeared  to  be  n^ces* 
tarv  ^  supporting  the  King^s  housebdd 
ana  civil  government,  they  could  not  have 
compul^  the  sum  necess^y  for  that  pur- 
pose at  above  460,0002.  a  year ;  but  ther 
cmisidered  that  something  was  to  be  al- 
lowed yearly  for  acts  of  generosity  and 
<charity,  and -something  was  Hkewise  to  be 
allowed  yearly  for  ^at  ii  called  secret 
service  money ;  for  both  whidi,  it  seems^ 
thev  computed  140,0002.  a  year  would  be 
siCTcient,  and  therefore  reckoned  tiiat  a 
gross  sum  of  600,0002;  a  year  would  be 
svrfk^ient  for  supporting  ^e  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  to  which  they  added 
100^000^  a  year  more  for  the  support  of 
the  Prince  or  Wales. 

The  140,0002.  a  year  allowed  for  acts  of 
g^ierosity,  and  for  secret  service  money, 
was  then  thought  to  be  a  very  large  and  a 

Sry  sufficient  allowance;  and  from  the 
^rience  of  the  former  reign,  from  the 
toperience  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
there  was  good  reason  to  thmk  it^a  very 
Mifficient  allowance ;  for  in  all  that  rei^, 
besides  what  was  allowed  for  secret  service 
money  to  the  generals  of  our  armies,  and 
teiost  profit^ly,  most ^oriously  for  the 
flatten  bestowed  by  them,  or  at  least  by  one 
df  them,  I  mean  our  general  in  Flanders, 
there  appeared  to  be  but  twtf  sinns  given 
to  any  secret  or  mdmown  uses^  taoA  these 


were  so  small,  so  trifling,  it  would  suxprise 
one ;  for  the  one  was  a  sum  only  of  1  ,§00/. 
and  the  other  of  5002.  only ;  and  i^ven  aa 
to  these,  upon  a  <partica}ar  and  prkate  en- 
quiry, it  appeared,  the  first  had  been  issued 
for  entertainmg  t^ince  Eugene,  when  he 
did  this  nation  the  honour  of  a  visit,  and 
the  other  had  been  made  a  present  of  to 
one  of  the  Queen's  own  relations.  'From 
hence,  I  sav,  the  Parliament  had  good 
reason  to  think  that  140,0002.  a  year  wsi 
sufficient  aUowance  to  his  late  majesty, 
for  acts  of  generosity,  and  for  secret  ser- 
vice ;  but  I  do  not  know  for  what  reason, 
or  by  what  fotality,  the  branch  of  the 
civil  Hst  expence  called  secret  m<mey, 
increased  prodigiously  in  the  late  retsn :  It 
increased  so  prodigiou£Ay,  Sir,  that  m  four 
tears,  from  the  jear  17^1,  to  1725,  that 
brandb  of  the  civil  list  expence  amounted 
to  2,728,0002.  which  was  at  a  medium 
6B2,0002.  a  year,  as  appeared  by  an  ac« 
count  whidi  httmened  by  some  chance  or 
other  to  be  kud  before  Parlianient  By 
that  account  it  appeared,  that  vast  sums  oi 
motter  had  been  given  for  purposes  which 
nobody  understood^  tend  to  persons  whom 
nobody  knew,  or  everhcard  of ;  for  whidi 
reason  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 
session,  the  account  havmg  been  laid  be« 
fore  die  House  at  the  very  latter  end  of 
the  former  session,  several  gen^emen  had 
a  mind  to  have  it  tEiken  into  cbnsiderationy 
but  this  eiramry  was  wiu*ded  off,  by  teRiog 
them,  ^e  Parliament  could  not  take  into 
their  consideration  any  account  that  had 
been  presented  to  a  former  session. 

It  K  to  this  only.  Sir,  we  are  to  impute 
tfie  necessity  of  maJdng  any  new  grants  te 
the  civil  Hst  in  the  late  king^  ceign ;  for 
as  to  the  visible  expence  of  the  king's 
household  and  civil  sovemm^ttt,  it  was  ne 
way  increased,  or  at  least  not  considerably 
mcrea»ed,  JEibove  what  it  vras  in  the  former 
reign,  or  in  the  first  year  of  his  own ;  and 
as  the  visible  expence  of  his  present  Ma* 
jesty's  hous^K^a  and  civO  government  h 
noway,  or  but  very  little,  increased  lAKftt 
what  the  expence  of  the  late  king's  house* 
hold  and  civil  government  amounted  to; 
even  supposing  the  present  civil  list  teve» 
nue  to  amount  to  no  more  than  800,000ft 
a  year,  we  must  condude  that  100,000^.  a 
year  may  easily  be  mtred  out  of  it,  for  the 
use  of  the  Prmce  of  Wales ;  for  allowing 
460,000?.  a  year  to  be  now  necessary  for 
Supporting  the  net  charge  of  the  king's 
household  and  civil  government,  which  is 
S0,000?.  a  year  more  than  it  amounted  to 
ih  the  late  queen'^  feiga,  and  IfiOOL  a  year 
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more  than  it  amounted  to  in  the  first  year 
of  the  late  lung's  reign ;  allowing  50,000/. 
a  year  for  the  queen ;  allowing  50,000^  a 
year  for  prince  William^  the  princesses^ 
and  for  a  proportionable  additional  allow- 
ance for  bed  and  board,  and  other  extra- 
ordinary expences  in  the  several  palaces; 
aad  allowing  100,000/.  a  year  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales;  his  Majesty  has  remaining 
140,000/.  a  year  to  be  employed  in  acts  of 
generosity,  and  in  secret  service,  which  is 
as  large  a  sum  as  the  parliament  thought 
necessary  for  that  purpose  in  the  be^^nnmg 
of  the  late  reign,  and  is,  in  my  opmion,  a 
larger  sum  than  can,  in  time  of  peace^  be 
wiselj^  or  prudently  employed  in  that  way, 
especially  considermg  his  Majesty's  nume^ 
rous  issue,  and  the  great  expences  which 
do,  and  must  necessarily  attend  an  ho- 
nourable provision  &r  his  whole  rdjral  fa^ 
tnily. 

From  the  account  I  have  ffiven  you.  Sir, 
of  the  prodi^ous  increase  of  secret  service^ 
money  in  the  late  reign,  we  may  more 
clearly  see,  than  perha^  we  could  do  be- 
fore, what  wa^  the  mtention  of  that  par- 
liament which  established  the  present  civil 
list  upon  hb  Majesty,  and  whiat  was  then 
meant  by  the  **  experience  of  past  times,'' 
and  therefore  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
explain  myself  upon  that  head.  The  sur- 
prising account  of  the  secret  service  mo- 
ney I  nave  mentioned,  was  then  fresh  in 
every  man's  memory ;  it  had  been  under 
then:  consideration  but  a  year  or  two  be- 
fore; and  the  extraordinary  amount  of 
that  account  had  been  %o  much  and  so 
lately  found  fiuiltwiA,  that  they  would 
not  certainly  have  agreed  to  settle  upon  his 
pe^nt  Mmesty  as  brge  a  civil  list  as  had 
been  settTed  and  given  to  the  late  king,  but 
that  they  considered  that  his  Majesty  had 
a  queen-consort  and  several  younger  chil- 
dren to  provide  for,  and  therefore  could 
not  allow  his  ministers  to  run  into  any  such 
extraordinary  expence  with  respect  to  se- 
cret service  money,  but  would  apply  what 
mi^ht  and  ought  to  be  saved  upon  that 
article,  to  the  making  an  honourable  pro- 
vision for  the  queen-consort,  and  for  his 
younger  children.  As  his  late  majesty  had 
m  the  whole  but  700,000/.  a  year,  as  that 
revenue  had  enabled  him  not  only  to  sup- 

Eort  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown, 
ut  to  employ  a  much  larger  sum  in  se- 
cret service  money  than  had  ever  before 
been,  or  ever  could  for  the  future  be  ne- 
cessary or  safe  in  this  kingdom,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen  in  both 
Houses  oC  Parliament,  those  gentlemen 
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could  not,  from  the  experience  of  past 
times,  conclude,  that  700,000/.  a  year 
would  be  necessary  for  his  present  Mi^es- 
ty,  if  they  had  not  considered,  as  1  have 
said,  that  his  present  Majesty  had  a  queen- 
consort  and  several  younger  children  to 
provide  for,  and  that  whatever  could  be 
saved  out  of  the  sums  needlessly,  as  they 
thought,  expended  in  secret  service  mo- 
ney by  his  late  Majesty,  midit  be  usefully 
employed  by  liis  present  Musty,  in  mak- 
ing an  honourable  provision  for  his  royal 
family;  therefore,  and  for  this  reason  only, 
they  agreed  to  the  settling  700,000/.  a 
year  upon  his  present  Majes^for  suf^iort- 
mg  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown, 
and  providing  for  his  royal  family ;  and  to 
this  sum  100,000/.  a  year  more  was  added, 
in  order  that  he  might  settle  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  soon  as  he  came  to 
England,  the  same  revenue  he  bad  him- 
self enjoyed  in  the  life-time  of  his  &ther. 

From  this  state  of  the  case,  I  think,  we 
may  evidently  see,  what  the  parliament 
then  meant  by  the  experience  of  past 
times,  and  what  they  intended  with  reject 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales;  but.  Sir,  to  put 
this  matter  m  another,  and  yet  a  clearer 
light,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  divide  the  ciiil 
list  revenue  settled,  and  occasionidly 
granted  to  his  late  majesty,  into  three 
parts;  one  part,  amounting  to  460,000/.  a 
year,  is  that  which  was  applied  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  king's  household  and  civil 
government,  and  was  a  little  fairger  than 
had  ever  before  been  found  necessary  for 
that  purpose ;  the  other  part,  amounting 
to  100,000/.  a  year,  is  that  which  was 
settled,  and  had,  during  the  whole  reign 
of  the  late  king,  and,  mdeed,  I  voay  say, 
ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  2,  been  deemed  the  least  sum 
that  was  necessary  for  supporting  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  the  neir  apparent  to 
the  crown ;  and  the  remaining  third  part, 
amounting  to  240,000/.  a  year,  is  that 
which  was  allowed  to  his  late  majeshr  for 
acts  of  generosity  and  charity,  and  for 
secret  service  money,  but  had  always  been 
thought  by  most  men  without  doors,  and,  I 
believe,  by  most  within,  to  be  too  large  a 
sum,  and  was  really  at  least  twice  as  large 
a  sum  as  had  ever  been  allowed  for  these 
purposes  to  any  former  king  of  this  nation. 
Upon  his  present  Majesty's  accession  it 
impeared,  uiat  he  was  subject  to  a  charge 
which  the  late  king  was  firee  from,  I  mean 
that  of  providing  for  his  queen  and  youneer 
children;  yet  he  neither  asked,  nor  did 
tlie  parliament  grant  him  any  greater  civil 
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lilt  revenue  that  the  late  kins  enjoyed. 
This  additional  charge  which  the  present 
King  was  then  suhject  to,  was  therefore 
certainly  intended^  both  by  king  and  par- 
liament, to  be  thrown  upon  some  one,  or 
come  two  of  the  three  parts  into  whidi  I 
have  divided  the  King's  civil  list  reve- 
nue, or  upon  the  three  jointly ;  and  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  of  these  three 
parts,  which  were  then  exactly  as  I  have 
represented  them  to  you,  I  must  refer  to 
erery  gentleman  that  hears  me,  whether  it 
is  not  most  probable,  that  both  King  and 
Parliament  mtended  to  throw  this  ad- 
ditional diarge  either  solely  upon  the  third 
part,  or  upon  the  first  and  thhrd  jointly  ? 
Is  there  not  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
presume,  that  both  King  and  Parliament 
then  intended  that  the  second  part 'should 
be  entirely  free  from  this^additional  charge; 
And  is  not  this  still  the  more  probable,  on 
account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  being 
then  actually  come  to  man's  estate,  and 
t)ie  whole  nation  in  daily  hopes  of  seeing 
turn  married  and  soon  blessed  with  chil- 
dren? 

Sir,  if  there  were  not  a  man  alive  who. 
was  then  in  parliament,  I  should,  from  this 
state  of  the  case,  be  convinced,  the  par- 
liament then  intended  the  Prince  should 
have  his  100,000^.  a  year  without  one 
shilling  abatement ;  but  I  had  then  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  parliament  my- 
self, I  know  what  was  my  own  intention, 
X  laiow  what  was  the  intention  of  many 
others,  I  know  we  all  intended  and  ex- 
pected the  100,0002.  a  year  should  have 
t>een  settled  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  as 
soon  as  he  came  to  England  :  and  I  very 
well  remen^er,  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  for  settling  the 
present  civil  list  revenue,  made  use  of  it 
as  an  argument  for  his  motion,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  then  near  of  age,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  soon  necessary  to 
settle  the  same  revenue  upon  him,  that 
had  been  settled  upon  his  lather,  whilst 
Prince  of  Wales.  This,  Sir,  I  say,  I  very 
well  remember,  and  I  remember  too,  that 
at  seemed  to  be  the  reason  which  had 
most  weight  with  the  House,  and  which, 
I  believe,  chiefly  procured  his  motion 
almost  an  unanimous  approbation.  Gen- 
tlemen may  talk  what  they  please  about 
gathering  uie  intention  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment from  the  words  only  :  this  may  be 
the  rule  in  Westminster-llall,  but  it  is  im- 
possible it  can  be  the  rule  in  either  House 
of  ParliamentJ  especially  when  there  are 
so  many  members  uow  'm  each  Houfie 
tVOL.IX.3 


who  liada  share  in  the  passing  of  that  law. 
They  must  gather  the  intention  of  the 
act  firom  the  intention  they  themselves 
had  at  the  time  of  its  passing,  and  their 
testimony  ought  to  have  some  weight 
with  those  who  had  not  the  honour  of 
being  members  of  either  House  at  the 
time  the  law  was  passed. 

It  certainly  was  the  intention  of  parHa-^ 
ment.  Sir,.  I  hope  it  still  is  the  intention  of 
parliament,  thathis  Royal  Highness  should 
have  at  least  lOOfiOOL  a  year  out  of  tho 
civil  list ;  and  since  it  is  now  made  mani« 
fest  by  die  message  delivered  to  us  in  thia 
debate,  that  he  is  like  to  be  disiqppointed 
of  one  half  of  what  was,  and,  I  hope,  still 
is,  intended  for  him  by  parliament,  it  is 
become  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  ad- 
dress his  Majesty,  in  order  to  know  from 
him  the  reason  of  that  disappointment.  If 
the  civil  list  revenue  produces  above 
900,000/.  a  year,  as  I  beheve  it  does,  it 
may  certain]^  spare  lOO^OOO/.  a  year  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  if  it  produces  but 
800,000/.  a  year  nett,  which  no  man  be- 
lieves, yet  even  in  that  case,  it  may  spare 
100,000/.  a  year  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
according  to  the  best  judgment  we  can 
form  from  the  experience  of  any  former 
reign  :  but  suppose  it  true,  that  by  reason 
of  some  new  and  extraordinary  articles  of 
expence,  the  civil  list  revenue  cannot  spare 
above  50,000/.  a  year  to  the  Prince  df 
Wales,  we  ought  to  have  that  answer  from 
the  King  himself,  and  in  a  proper  and 
direct  manner,  which  we  can  have  no  other 
way  but  by  mwis  of  the  address  pro- 
posed. If  such  an  answer  should  be  re- 
turned to  us,  I  am  sure  it  will  then  be  our 
du^  to  enauire  into  the  produce,  and  into 
the  disposal  of  the  civil  list  revenue,  espe- 
cially that  part  of  it  which  is  pretended 
to  be  laid  out  in  secret  services.  The 
civil  list  revenue  was  never  so  high  as  in 
this  reign :  it  is  a  most  dangerous  revenue, 
especiaSy  when  a  very  considerable  part 
of  it  may  be  applied,  no  man  knows  how : 
it  is  a  sharp  instrument  in  the  hands  of  a 
minister,  wnich  may  some  time  or  other  be 
employed  in  cutting  the  throat  of  our  con- 
stitution. During  his  present  Majesty's 
rei^,  we  cannot  apprehend  that  any  part 
of  It  will  be  converted  to  a  bad  use ;  but 
I  hope  I  shall  never  see  such  a  revenue 
granted  in  any  future  reiga,  nor  mnted 
m  such  a  manner.,  Monejr  generally  car- 
ries persuasion  along  with  it ;  therefore  it 
is  most  justly  to  be  apprehended,  that 
some  future  guilty  minister,  jj^rovided  with 
such  a  large  nmd  of  persuasion,  and  that 
[42J 
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persuasion  supported  by  an  armed  force, 
may  be  enablea  to  do  whateyer  he  pleases 
with  our  constitution  ;  and  as  either  he  or 
our  constitution  must  be  sacrificed,  we 
may  easily  judge  w]iich  will  bleed  at  the 
altar. 

As  his  Majesty's  message  to  the  Prince 
was  in  writings  and  is  now  communicated 
to  us  by  liis  Majesty's  command,  it  may 
be  made  use  of^  and  is  certainly  a  Very 
strong  argument  in  fiivour  of  the  motion  ; 
but,  Sir,  1  am  surprised  lo  hear  the 
Prince's  supposed  answer  made  use  c^  in 
this  House  as  an  argument  against  the 
motion ;  because  the  Prince's  answer  nei- 
ther was  in  writing,  nor  was  desired  to  be 
given  in  writing ;  and  as  I  took  it  down  in 
writing  soon  aner  his  Royal  Highness  de- 
livered it,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  it  was 
not  exactly  in  ^e  terms  the  noble  lords 
who  brougot  ^e  message  seem  to  have  re* 
^  ported  ;  therefore,  I  wjsh  they  had  given 
ois  Royal  Highness  previous  notice  of  the 
message,  and  desired  that  he  might  pre- 
pare to  give  them  an  answer  in  writmg, 
which  would  have  prevented  any  surprise 
of  the  one  side,  or  any  mistake  of  the 
other  ;  for  I  am  convinced  the  noble  lords 
did  not  designedly  make  any  mistake  in 
their  report.  Although  I  took  down  his 
Royal  Highnesses  answer  in  writing,  yet, 
Sir,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  communicate 
it  to  this  House,  since  I  have  no  authority 
from  him  for  that  purpose ;  but  thus  much 
I  may  observe,  that  if  his  Royal  Highness 
said  he  was  sorry  for  amr  thing,  it  was, 
that  he  was  sorry  any  gemleman  of  either 
House  of  Parliament  should  have  occasion 
to  are  himsel£  any  trouble  about  that 
settlement  which  ought  to  be  made  upon 
him ;  and  this  I  l}elieve  the  greatett  part 
of  the  nation  are  sorry  for  as  well  as  his 
Royal  Highness:  I  am  siire  every  man 
who  has  a  true  regard  for  either  his  father 
or  him,  or  any  of  their  illustrious  family, 
must  be  sorry  for  it.  However,  Sir,  sup- 
pose his  answer  was  in  the  words  reported, 
It  is  so  full  of  filial  duty  and  respect,  that 
it  is  a  new  ai^ument  for  the  adoress  pro- 
posed ;  because  the  great  respect  which 
nis  Royal  Highness  there  shews  for  the 
King  his  father,  may  very  probably  prevail 
upon  him  to  submit  to  very  great  oifficul- 
ties,  rather  than  take  the  liberty  of  troub- 
ling his  fiEUher  with  any  new,  though  most 
necessary  demand ;  which  is  a  strongs  ar- 
gument for  the  necessity  of  his  having  a 
sufficient  independent  settlement,  and  for 
the  parliament's  interposing  in  his  behalf. 
So  unlucky,  Sir^  are  the  gentleoaea  of 
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the  other  side  of  the  question,  that  nothing 
has  hi^pened,  almost  nothhig  has  been 
said  during  the  debate,  but  what  tends  to 
fortify  the  argument  agamst  them.  This, 
I  am  sure,  may  most*  justly  be  said  of  the 
melancholy  account  they  Have  given  us  of 
that  unlucky  diq[>ute  wnich  happened  be- 
tween the  present  King,  when  Prince  of 
Wales,  ana  the  late  King  his  &ther.  I 
shall  most  readily  agree,  that  that  dispute 
was  owin^  neither  to  any  want  of  paternal 
affection  m  the  late  King,  nor  to  any  -want 
of  filial  duty  in  the  present,  but  to  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  some  mean  and  low 
sycophants  and  tale-bearers.  Now,  Sir,  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  from  thoee  gentle* 
men,  what  sort  of  situation  they  think  the 
present  King,  who  was  then  Hen:  Apparait 
to  the  crown,  would  have  been  reduced  to, 
if  he  had  had  no  independent  settlement 
of  his  own,  or  not  a  sufficient  independent 
settlement  >  The  account  they  have  giv^ 
us  of  his  situation  is  melancholy  enough  ; 
but  if  he  had  not  been  provided  wiui  a 
sufficient  independent  settlement,  would 
not  the  account  of  his  situation  have  been 
a  great  deal  more  dismal  I  Would  not  he 
have  been  obliged  either  to  submit  to,  and 
become  the  slave  of  those  ytry  mean  and 
low  sycophants,  or  to  subsist  by  Uie  se- 
n^rosity  and  beneficence  of  his  friencto  1 
And  we  know.  Sir,  how  hard  it  is  to  meet 
either  with  generosity  or  beneficence,  whefl 
people  are  sensible  that  their  generosity  or 
beneficence  will  be  imiputed  to  them  as  a 
crime  against  the  state.  Can  any  thing 
be  said.  Sir,  can  any  fhin^  be  thought  a^ 
that  can  justify  our  agreemg  to  the  mo> 
tion,  more  than  this  very  accident  ?  For  if 
ever  any  such  unlucky  accident  should 
happen  (which  Godforbid)  it  may  happen 
when  his  Royal  Highness  is  blessed  with 
as  many  children  as  the  King  his  fiither 
was, when  that  accident  happened  to  him; 
and  we  are  not  certain  that  the  court 
would,  in  suoi  a  case,  behave  in  the  same 
manner  towards  his  children. 

I  am  surprised.  Sir,  to  hear  a  motion  fiv 
an  humble  Address,  called  a  stating  our- 
selves as  the  higher  power,  and  bnnging 
the  Prince  of  Wales  vxA  his  Majesty  as  ' 
plaintiff  and  defendant  before  us.  Can 
advice  be  called  a  decree,  or  is  the  com- 
mon stile  of  an  Address  the  stile  of  a  su- 
perior power?  But  I  am  still  more  sur* 
prised  to  hear  it  said,  our  agreemg  to  the 
question  would  bo  a  determining  diat  his 
Majes^|r  has  done  injustice  to  his  eldest 
spn.  Does  not  eyery  one  know  that  our 
kings  cau  do  no  wroDg,  that  tliey  oao  4e 
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no  iajustice  i  If  any  wrong  is  dooe^  we 
mustal^vays  neceisarily  suppose  it  done 
by  the  ministers ;  and  if  any  of  them  has 
told  the  King  that  50,000/.  a  year  is  suffi- 
dent  for  sup^ortin^  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
or  has  led  tus  Majesty  into  sudi  an  ex- 
pence  that  he  cannot  spare  more  out  of 
the  civil  list,  I  will  say  they  have  done  in- 
justice, and  the  natiop  will,  the  nation 
ought  to  suppose  they  are  no  longer  fit, 
nor  ought  to  continue  to  rule  over  us;  so 
that  whatever  foreigners  may  think,  no 
man  who  understands  our  constitution, 
can  expect  or  suppose  our  agreeing  to  this 
motion  will  be  attended  with  any  sud) 
misfortune  as  has  been  represented. 

Our  a^eein^  to  this  question.  Sir,  can 
be  attended  with  no  misfortunes  to  any 
branch  of  the  royal  family,  nor  can  it  be 
the  occasion  of  any  quarrel  or  breach  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  Prince :  Indeed  it 
may  be  the  occasion  of  his  Majesty's 
ouarrelling  with  those  who  have  told  him 
tnat  50,0C^/.  a  year  is  enough  for  his  eldest 
fon ;  because  it  is  to  be  presumed,  his  Ma- 
jesty will  give  more  <*edit  to  his  parlia- 
ment than  to  any  counsellor  he  has  about 
him ;  and  consequently  will  dismiss  them 
from  his  councfls,  for  telling  him  what  *he 
finds  by  the  Address  of  his  parliament  to 
be  a  not4>rious  felshood ;  Or  it  may  be  the 
occasion  of  his  Majesty's  quarrellmg  with 
those  who  have  led  him  into  such  an  ex- 
pence,  as  not  to  be  able  to  spare  above 
50fi00l.  a  year  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ; 
because  such  an  Address  from  parliament 
would  certainly  procure  a  contracting  of 
that  expence  for  the  future,  or  would  pro- 
duce an  enauiry  into  the  late  manaseroent 
of  the  civil-Jist  revenue,  by  either  of  which 
bis  Majesty  would  find,  they  had  Jed  him 
into  a  needless  expence,  the  certain  con- 
sequence of  which  would  be,  his  turning 
them  out  of  his  service.  Our  agreeing 
herefore  to  the  motion  can  never  produce 
my  breach  between  the  royal  father  and 
he  royal  son ;  but  if  we  should  disagree 
0  the  motion,  it  will  afford  an  opportunity 
or  evil  counsellors  to  confirm  his  Majesty 
Q  that  error  they  havealready  endeavoured 
o  lead  him  inte ;  iffid  as  •no  wicked  step 
:eneral]]r  hegtlM  a  second,  worse  than  the 
Irst,  they  ianf  nty  probably  represent 
his  motitftt  In  parfittnent  m  procured  by 
lis  Royal  Highness,  m  orAeHo  distress  his 
imaty^B  measures,  and  to  procure  him- 
mm  fiCHich  larger  settlement  than  he  has 
ny  occasion  for.  This  second  step  we 
ave  same  reason  to  drea^Bir,  even  from 
le  wardB  of  the  message  now  before  us ; 


and  therefore  we  have  great  reason  to 
dread  that  our  disagreeing  to  the  motion 
may  produce^  or  at  least  be  the  distant 
cause  of  a  perpetual  breach  between  the 
father  and  son  ;  but  in  that  case  it  cannot 
be  said,  that  those  who  have  endeavoured 
to  do  justice  to  the  son  were  the  cause  of 
the  breach ;  we  must  look  for  the  cause  in 
the  opposite  comer ;  and,  I  hope,  if  there 
should  ever  be  any  necessity  for  an  an^pu- 
tation,  it  will  fall  uppn  those  who  most 
justly  deserve  it. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal,  Sir,  of  the 
ill  effects  our  agreeing  to  tliis  motion  may 
have  on  the  people  without  doors.  These 
apprehensions,  Sir,  I  have  shewed  to  be 
without  any  foundation,  at  least  with  re- 
spect to  hi§  Majesty  himself,  or  any  of  his 
illustrious  family ;  but  let  us  considenthe 
ill  effects  our  not  agreeing  to  this  motion 
may  have  upon  people  without  doors,  with 
respect  to  the  opinion  they  may  from 
thence  form  of  the  heir  apparent  to  our 
crown,  or  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  par- 
liament. What  will  people  think,  what 
will  they  say  of  the  Pnnce  of  Wales,  when 
they  hear  that  his  settlement  is  reduced  to 
one  half  of  what  has,  for  these  many  ye^s 
last  past,  been  thought  necessary  for  sup- 
portmg  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
neir  apparent,  or  presumptive  to  th«-  crown 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  at  a  time  when 
every  other  provision  for  the  rest  of  the 
royal  fiunily  has  been  vastly  encreased  ? 
The  civil  list  is  now  near  double  what  it 
formerly  was :  The  dowry  settled  upon  her 
present  Maiesty,  and  most  deservedly  set- 
tled, is  double  what  was  ever  settled  upon 
any  former  queen.  The  marriage-provision 
^rantedby  parliament  to  the  princess' royal, 
IS  double  what  was  evergiv^ntoanypruicess 
royal  of  England;  for  king  Charles  '  Vs 
daughter  had  but  half  me  sum,  and 
even  that,  I  believe,  was  never  paid;  and 
kiD^  James  2*9  daughter^  whom  king 
C%irles2  looked  on  as  his  own,  had  but 
40,000/.  when  married  to  the  prince*  of 
Orange,  afterwards  our  glorious  deliverer: 
nor  was  that  sum  fully  paid,  I  believe,  till 
he  came  to  be  our  lung ;  when,  I  do  not 
know  but  he  mi^ht  have  interest  enough 
to  see  himself  pa^d.*  If  we  should  disa^;ree 
to  this  motion,  will  not  the  people  have 
reason  to  conclude,  that  we  have  no  great 
opinion  of  the  merit  of  the  present  Prince 
of  Wales?-  Will  they  not  from  thence 
imagine  he  is  not  worthy  of  succeeding  to 
the  throne  ?  They  would  certainly  imagine 
so.  Sir,  if  it  were  possible ;  but,  thank 
Gdf  his  merit  is  publicly  and  generally 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10  GEORGE  IL 


1447] 

known:  Every  one  knows  that  no  part  of 
any  settlement  made  upon  him  will  be 
boarded  up  to  the  detriment  of  public  cir- 
culation, nor  the  least  part  of  it  conrerted 
to  any  wicked  or  ridiculous  use  :  No,  Sir ; 
whatever  he  may  have  more  than  neces- 
sary for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  ap- 
parent heir  to  our  crown,  wiD,  we  are  sure, 
be  wholly  employed  in  acts  of  true  charity 
and  pubhc  utility.  So  far  as  the  Prince 
can  spare  it,  the  wants  of  every  deserving 
roan  wiU  be  supplied,  the  unfortunate  will 
be  rdieved,  and  whoever  excels  in  virtue 
and  true  merit  will  be  forwarded.  As  tliis 
is  the  case  with  respect  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness, what  opinion  can  the  people  without 
doors  form  of  the  proceedings  within  ? 
Will  they  not  be  apt  to  say,  our  proceed- 
ings are  directed,  not  by  justice,  but  by 
some  selfifsh  and  sordid  consideration  ? 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  my -opinion 
fully  and  fVeely  in  this  affisur.  .  I  know  the 
danger  I  am  m  by  appearing  in  favour  of 
this  motion.  I  may  perhaps  have  a  mes- 
sage sent  me,  I  may  lose  tae  command  I 
have  in  the  army,  as  other  gentlemen  have 
done  for  the  same  reason,  before  me ;  but 
I  should  thmk  myself  a  pitiful  officer,  if  I 
were  directed  in  my  voting  or  behaviour  ih 
this  House,  either  b%  the  fears  of  losing 
the  commision  1  have,  or  the  hopes  of  ot^ 
taining  a  better;  and  if  any  minister  what- 
ever £ould  send  to  threaten  me  with  the 
loss  of  my  commission,  in  case  I  did  not 
vote  in  parliament  as  he  directed,  I  should 
receive  the  message  with  a  suitable  indigna- 
tion, and  would  be  very  apt  to  treat  the  mes- 
senger in  such  a  manner,  as  I  do  not  think 
decent  here  to  express*  While  I  have  the 
honour  to  sit  in  this  House,  I  shall  upon 
all  occasions  endeavour  to  judge  impar- 
tially, and  shall  always  vote  with  freedom, 
according  as  my  honour  and  conscience  di- 
rect ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  his  Royal 
Highness  has  a  right,  and  ought  to  have  a 
student  independent  settlement ;  as  I  am 
convinced  50,000^.  a  year  is  not  a  sufficient 
provision  for  the  heir  apparent  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain;  as  I  am  convinced, 
the  civil  list,  if  rightly  managed,  may  easily 
spare  100,000/.  a  year  for  his  royal  high-, 
ness ;  as  I  am  convinced  this  is  the  sum 
which  was  intended  for  him  by  that  parlia- 
ment which  established  the  present  civil 
list  revenue ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  his 
Majesty  has  been  misinformed,  or  ill  ad- 
vised, otherwise  this  sum  would  have  been 
settled  upon  him  long  before  this  time  ; 
therefore,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  as 
a  loyal  subject  to  his  Majesty,  and  a  sincere 
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fUend  to  his  fomily,  I  think  myidf  oU 
in  duty,  in  honour,  in  cooidence,  aods 
spite  of  every  sordid  temptation  to  &  coo- 
trary,  to  endeavour  as  much  as  I  cm  to 
give  to  my  sovereign  a  right  advice,  and  a 
ti*ue  information. 

The  question  being  put,  Uie  drfisin 
was.  Noes  234;  Yeas  204',  so  that  it  is 
carried  against  the  motiiKi  by  a  majoritisf 
30. 

The  Speakers  in  the  House  of  C(& 
mons  for  the  motion  were,  Mr.  Poheoej, 
sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Hedges,  lordfidb- 
more,  Mr.  Waller,  sir  WiUiam  Windhn, 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  GibboD,Mr. 
Lytleton,  Mr.  Greenville,  Mr.  Bootlc,  sr 
Wilfred  Lawson,  sir  John  Rushoot,  Mr. 
Henry  Bathurst,  Mr.  Noel,  ar  Tkoa 
Sanderson,  and  Mr.  FredericL  Hk 
Speakers  against  the  motion  were  or  Ro- 
bert WalpoTe,'sir  Joseph  JekyD,  Mr,  Hobt 
Pelham,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  air  ^^ 
liam  Yonge  and  Mr.  Danvers. 

Protest  on  rejecting  the  Mdmkr^ 
tling  100,000^  per  annum^  m  the  rkaf 
Walet.']  Feb.  23.  A  motion  las  m 
by  lord  Carteret, for  the settiinglOHOO* 
per  annum  out  of  the  Civil  lif»*^ 
rrince  of  Wales,  which  gave  « tii 
warm  debate.  The  divisicmupoBiiP!"* 
tion  was,  Not  Contente  79,  Pww^r 
103 ;  ContenU  28,  Proxies  Vir^\^ 
jority  63. 

The  duke  of  Newcastle,  byhii  »«?• 
tfs  command,  made  the  Uke  sigtufc** 
to  the  House  of  the  Messsge  ^^^^ 
Majes^  in  writing  to  the  Fripce  rf  w 
and  of  the  report  of  his  royal  Mginw* 
verbal  answeri  as  is  given  at  p.H^* 
And  the  same  being  read  by  the  UJ 
Chancellor,  after  long  dd)ate  ufKa  » 
motion  for  an  Address,  the  auertion«« 
put.  Whether  such  Address  «W be]J^ 
sented  to  his  Majesty  ?  Itwas  rcsoWii 
the  negative. — On  ^diich  occasion  the  &»• 
lowing  Protest  was  entered: 
**  Dissentient. 

1.  «  Because  thattliisHoosehasfflO^ 
doubted  right  to  offer,  in  an  l»un»We  WW* 
to  his  Majesty;  their  sense  upon  tf^ 
jects,  in  which  this  House  shall  cooce* 
that  the  honour  and  interest  of  Ac  nit»" 

are  concernadk  •_*— rfrf 

2.  "  Becanse  the  honour  and  inta»* 
the  nation,  crown  and  royal  ^w"^>2^ 
concerned  in  nothing  more,  than  "^Jg 
a  due  and  uidifendent  provisioon**"' 
the  first-born  son,  and  heir  ^ipartw* 
the  crown. 
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3.  '^  Because^  in  the  late  king's  reign, 
lOOyOOO/.  a  year,  clear  of  all  deductions 
whatsoever,  was  settled  upon  his  present 
Majesty  when  Prince  of  Wales,  out  of  a 
Civil  List  not  exceeding  ^00fi00l.  a  year. 

4.  "  Because  his  present  Maiesty  had 
granted  him  hy  parliament  several  funds  to 
compose  a  Civil  List  of  800»000/.  a  year, 
which  we  have  very  good  reason  to  believe 
bring  in  at  least  900,000/.  and  art  more 
likely  to  encrease  than  to  diminish. 

5.  "  Because  out  of  this  extraordinary 
and  growing  civil  list,  we  humbly  conceive 
bis  Majesty  may  be  able  to  make  an  ho* 
nourable  provision  for  the  rest  of  his  rental 
family,  without  any  necessity  of  lessening 
that  revenue  which,  in  his  own  case,  when 
he  was  Prince  of  Wales,  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  adjudged  to  be  a  proper  main- 
tenance for  the  first-bom  son,  and  heir  ap* 
parent  of  the  crown* 

6.  *^  Because  it  is  the  tmdoubted  right 
of  parliament  to  explain  the  intention  of 
their  own  acts,  and  to  offer  their  advice  in 
pursuance  thereof.  And  though,  in  the 
inferior  courts  of  Westminster-hall,  the 
judges  can  pnly  consider  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment according  to  the  letter  and  express 
words  of  the  act,  the  parliament  itself  may 
proceed  in  a  higher  way,  by  declaring  what 
was  their  sense  in  passing  it,  and  on  what 
grounds,  especially  in  a  matter  recent,  and 
vrithin  the  memory  of  many  in  the  House, 
as  well  as  out  of  it. 

7.  "  Because  there  were  many  obvious 
and  good  reasons,  why  the  sum  of  100,000/. 
per  annum  for  the  Prince,  was  not  specified 
m  the  act  passed  at  that  time,  particularly 
his  being  a  minor,  and  unmarried.  But 
we  do  apprehend,  that  it  is  obvious  that 
the  parliament  would  not  have  granted  to 
his  Majesty  so  great  a  revenue  above  that 
ef  the  late  King,  but  with  an  intention  that 
100,000/.  a  year  should  at  a  proper  time 
be  settled  on  the  Prince  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  it  was  enjoyed  by  his  royal  father 
when  he  was  Prince  of  W^ales:  and  his 
Royal  Highness  being  now  thirty  years 
old,  and  most  happily  married,  we  appre- 
hend it  can  no  longer  be  delayed,  witnout 
prejudice  to  the  honour  of  the  family,  the 
ri^ht  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  intention 
of  the  parliament.  And  as  in  many  cases 
the  crown  is  known  to  stand  as  trustee  for 
the  public,  upon  grants  in  parliament ;  so 
we  numbly  conceive,  that  in  this  iSase,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  parliomeitt,  the 
crown  stands  as  trustee  for  the  Prince,  for 
the  aforesaid  sum. 

8.  **  Because  we  do  ccmccive,  that  the 


present  priocesa  of  Wales  ought  to  hava 
the  like  jobture  that  her  present  Ma« 
jesty  had  when  she  was  Princess  of  Wales/ 
and  that  it  would  be  for  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  that  no  distinction  whatsoever 
should  be  made  between  persons  of  equal 
rank  and  dignity* 

9*  **  Because  we  apprehend,  that  it  has 
always  been  the  policy  <^this  country,  and 
care  of  parliament,  that  a  suitableprovision, 
independent  of  the  crown,  should  be  made 
for  the  heir  apparent,  that  by  shewing  him 
early  the  ease  and  dignity  of  independence 
he  may  learn  by  his  own  experience,  how 
a  great  and  free  people  should  be  govem- 
eo*  And  as  we  are  convinced  in  our  con* 
sciences,  that  if  this  question  had  been 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  it  would  have  pre- 
vented all  future  uneasiness  that  may  un- 
happily arise  upon  this  subject^  by  removing^ 
the  cause  of  such  uneasiness,  and  giving 
his  Royal  Highness  that  we  apprehend  to 
be  his  right ;  we  make  use  of  the  privileges 
inherent  in  members  of  this  House  ti^dear 
ourselves  to  all  posterity,  from  being  con- 
cerned in  laying  it  aside. 

10.  "  Lastly,  we  thought  it  more  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  insist  upon  this  mo- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  this  royal  family,  imder 
which  alone  we  are  fully  convinced  we  can 
live  fVee,  and  under  this  royal  &mily  we 
are  fully  determined  we  will  live  free* 
^  J  Wmchelsea  and  Not- 
^  Berkshire,  Cobham,  Ches- 
terfield, Cardigan,  Marfi>orough, 
Carteret,  Bridgwater,  Bedford, 
Weymoutk,  Bathurst,  Coventry, 
Ker,  Suffolk.;*  - 

There  happened  likewise  aDebate  in  re- 
lation to  fonri,  occasioned  by  the  former 
debate,  which  being  something  curious,  we 
shall  give  a  short  account  of  it. 

The  duke  of  Newcastle,  who  was  the 
first  that  spoke  in  that  House  against  the 
motion,  concluded  hisspeech  with  acquaint- 
ing their  lordships;  that  he  had  a  Message 
from  his  Majesty  to  communicate  to  them ; 
and  after  reading  in  his  place,  the  same  mes- 
sage which  had  before  been  communicated 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  he  delivered  it  to 
the  House,  and  the  earl  ^f  Strafford  moved 
it  might  be  read  a  second  time  by  the 
noble  lord  on  the  Wool-sack ;  whereupon 
the  lord  Carteret  stood  up  and  said.  That, 
by  the  constant  form  and  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, it  had  always  been  deemed  in- 
consistent with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
that  House,  to  have  any  papers  or  writings 
read  a  second  time  by  tbe  noble  lord  on 
the  wool-sack,  except  Speeches  or  Mos- 
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segcs  liiade  or  sent  by  hi^  Majesty  in 
writing  directly  to  that  House :  that  as  for 
all  other  writings,  or  p^ers^  delivered  or 
communicated  at  any  time  to  that  House, 
if  they  were  to  be  read  a  second  time,  the 
constant  custom  h^  been,  to  have  them 
read  a  second  time  by  the  clerk  at  the 
table.  That  he  was  not  against  haying 
that  Paper  read  a  second  time,  which  the 
noble  duke  had,  by  his  Majesty's  command, 
communicated  to  theip ;  but  as  it  was  no 
message  in  writing  from  his  Majesty  di- 
lectly  to  that  House,  but  only  .an  account 
of  a  message  his  Majesty  had  been  {ileased. 
to  send  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  of  the  Answer  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  returned  to  that  Message,  diere- 
fore  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time,  not  by  the  m^  lord  on  the 
wool-sack,  but  by  the  clerk  at  the  table. 

To  which  it  was  answered  by  the'  lord 
Delawar,  the  earl  of  Choimondeky,  and 
the  earl  of  Hay,  in  substance,  That  as  the 
Paper  communicated  to  them  was  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  so  very  long,  that 
no  lord'of  that  House  could  judge  rightly 
about  it,  upon  hearing  it  only  onoe  read, 
it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
it  read  a  second  time.  That  if  any  foreign 
potentate  should  send  a  Letter  or  Memo- 
rial to  his  Majesty,  and  he  should  tiiink 
fit  to  communicate  the  same  to  that  House, 
every  one  of  their  lordships  had  a  privilege 
to  desire  it  might  be  read  a  second  time, 
before  the  House  could  enter  into  any 
consideration. relating  to  it;  and  as  the 
Message  then  delivered  to  them  in  writ- 
ing, was  of  m  great  importance  as  any 
such  Letter  or  Memorial  could  well  be, 
therefore  it  ought  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  before  they  proceeded  to  take  it  into 
their  consideration,  especially,  as  the  se- 
cond reading  had  been  moved  for  by  one 
of  their  lordships.  That  the  noble  duke 
had  told  them,  he  had  express  orders  from 
his  Majesty  to  communicate  it  to  them, 
therefore  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
direct  Message  from  his  Majesty,  to  that 
House,  and  consequently,  at  it  was  in 
writmg,  it  ought  to  be  read  a  second  time, 
and  that  second  reading  ought  to  be  by 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsa^  and  not  by 
:the  derk  at  the  table. 

To  which  it  was  replied  by  the  lord 
Bathurst,  That  the  question  w|ii  not, 
whether  or  no  the  MesMge  should  be  read 
a  second  time,  but  whether  it  should  be 
read  a  second  time  by  the  lord  on  the 
woolsack,  or  by  the  derk  at  the  table  ?  Aa 
to  which,  he  would  desire  no  other  argu- 


ment, for  convincing  him  that  it  ought  to 
be  read  a  second  time  by  the  clerk  at  the 
table,  than  that  which  had  been  mentioned 
by  the  noble  lords  who  seemed  to  be  of  a 
di&rent  opinion ;  for  if  his  Majesty  should 
receive  a  letter,  memorial,  or  other  writ- 
ing, from  any  potentate  in  Eurc^,  and 
should  think  fit  to  communicate  it  to  the 
House,  surdy  the  lord,  who  in  that  case 
n^ght  be  honoured  with  his  Majesty's 
commands,  would  tell  the  House  he  bad 
express  orders  from  his  M^esty  to  com- 
municate such  a  letter,  memond  or  writ^ 
ing;  to  the  House;  and  yet  in  that  case, 
such  a  letter,  memorid,  or  writing,  would 
not  be  read  a  second  time  by  the  lord  oq 
the  woolsack,  it  would  be  contrary  to  pre- 
cedent, and  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  House  to  do  so ;  it  wodd  be  leada 
second  time  ody  by  the  clerk  at  the  table, 
and  then  reported  to  the  House  by  the 
lord  on  the  woolsack :  that  this  had  been 
their  constant  custom  in  all  suq^  cases; 
and  the  reason  was  pldn,  because  in  such 
cases  there  is  no  message  in  writing  sent 
by  his  Majesty  directly  to  the  House;  the 
ody  direct  message  nrom  hisA^esty.to 
the  House,  is  a  verbd  message,  and  tliat 
verbd  messM^e  is  ddivered  by  the  noble 
lord,  when  he  tells  them  he  has  orden 
from  his  Majesty  to  commumcate  such  a 
writii^  or  paper  to  them :  that  if  his  Ma- 
jesty dioda  order  a  long  treaty  or  negotii- 
tion  between  him  and  a  foreign  prince  to 
be  communicatedtotheHouse,there would  ' 
be  the  same  reason  for  having  it  reada 
second  time  by  the  lord  on  the  woolsack, 
as  there  was,  or  could  be  pretended,  for 
having  his  Majesty's  Message  to  the 
Prince,  and  iJie  Prince's  Answer,  read  a 
second  time  by  the  lord  on  the  woolsack; 
and  as  no  such  thing  had  ever  been  done 
in  the  former  case,  therefore  he  thou^  it 
ou^t  not  to  be  done  in  the  latter. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  was  said 
upon  this  head ;  but  the  question  was  not 
fully  debated ;  for  as  many  seemed  to  be 
impatient  to  have  the^  Message  read  a  se- 
cond time,  the  lords  who  were  for  hsying 
it  read  only  by  the  clerk  at  the  table,  sub- 
mitted withoiU  a  division,  and  it  was  raid 
a  second  time  by  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack ;  after  which  they  proceeded  ia 
the  debate  uppn  the  chief  motion;  and  at 
the  end  of  that  debate,  the  earl  of  Stra^rd, 
who  was  the  k^  that  sjptoke,  said,  1^ 
dthoij^h  he  was,  in  his  opinion,  V"**f.r|^ 
motion,  ahd  therefore  d)liged  io  diirf 
from  those  with  whom  he  had  g«»?^ 
^gveed,  and  would  again  agree,  he  bcfcied, 
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in  all  matters  where  the  constitution  or 
liberties  of  his  country  were  concerned, 
neither  of*  which,  he  thought  had  any 
concern  in  the  question  then  before  them, 
yet,  he  thought  it  would  be  better,  and 
more  decent,  to  wave  putting  any  question 
upon  the  motion ;  for  which  reason,  if  an^ 
of  their  lordships  appeared  to  be  of  his 
opinion,  he  would  move,  to  adjourn  till 
next  morning ;  but  as  no  lord  seemed  in- 
dined  to  second  this  motion,  his  lordship 


waved  making  it ;  and  the  question  being 
put  upon  the  principal  motion,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  as  above  related. 

The  Speakers  in  the  House  of  Irords 
for  the  motion  were  lord  Carteret,  lord 
Gower,  duke  of  Bedford,  duke  of  Marl- 
borough,earl  of  Chesterfield,  lord  Bathurst, 
earl  of  Westmorland.  Against  the  motion, 
duke  -of  Newcastle,  lord  vis.  Harrington, 
earl  of  finlater,  earl  of  Hay,  earl  of  Scar- 
borough, lord  Chancellor,  earl  of  Strafford. 
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